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The . Misappropriation of M i s s i o n  Funds. 
A HUNDRED TI-IOUSANII DOLLARS GI\TEN FOR MISSIONS OTI-IERMIISE AIJPLIED. 

[A letter setting forth the following serious 
situation with regard to  the application of 
n~ission funds raised in the Sunday school is 
being sent to every pastor in Southern Meth- 
odism. The  facts are here given also to Sun- 
day school superintendents, official boards, lay 
leaders, 'and missior~ary committees, in the 
hope that steps may be talten widely and at 
once to remedy the qrave injustice that is being 
done the cause of rn~ssions.--EDITOR.] 

OUR last General Conference made 
provision that the missionary collections 
i n  the Sunday scl~ools should be directed 
to the use of the Board of Missions for 
"its general work." Evidently the inten- 
tion of the la141 is to make the contribu- 
tions from the Sunday school supple- 
mentary to the income from all other 
sources. T11e law says : - 

"Let one Sunday in the month, pref- 
erably the last, be observed as Mission-. 
ary Day in the Sunday school, and let the 
entire missionary offering of this day, 
together with all other missionary offer- 
ings, regular and special, made in the 
Sunday school, be a separate fund, and, 
designated 'Missionai-y Offering in the 
Sunday School,' let it be sent throug11.the 
Conference Treasurer, handled and for- 
warded by him as a separate fund, to the 
Board of R'lissions for use in its general 
work; and let the amount raised for mis- 
sions in the Sunday school be reported 
y the pastor in cash or voucher to the 

Annual Conference, appearing as a dis- 
tinct item in the Conference journal." 

For  the year 1914-1 5 the Conferences 
reported in their journals a total of 
$205,707.4/" contributed for. missions in 
the Sunday scl~ools. Of this amount, 
$150,383.62 was reported raised on as- 
sessments and $55,323.85 on specials. 
The total amount sent to the Board of 
Missions as coming from the Sunday 
schools for specials was $24,922. I 5. 
which is less t l ~ a n  half the amount re- 
ported in the Conference journals. This 
leaves $30,401.70 to be accounted for 
and proves either that the reports in t11d 
journals are woefully inaccurate or that 
the law has been violated by the misdi- 
rection of that amount. 

Tlle $150,383.62 reported raised on the 
assessments is not so easily traceable, but 
the consideration of a few plain facts ~vill 
indicate that the showing on that score is 
even worse than on that of specials. The 
Discipline requires that "a canvass shall 
be made of every member early in the 
Conference year ?or a missionary con- 
tribution." This is apart from any col- 
lection taken in the sinday school, which 
the la141 clearly intends shall supplement 
and increase the missionary income from 
the every-member canvass and other 
sources. Therefore, if missionary money 
raised in the Sunday scllool is to be 



counted on the assessment, which is djs- Enlisting Students for World Service. 
couraged it1 the Discipline, it must be 
added to the amount falling to the Board WHILE the warring nations of Europe 

o f  Missions after an equitable pro rato and even the United States authorities 
has been made between' the various col- are making every effort to secure recruits 
lections of the amount raised by the can- for their armies, the work of obtaining 
vass or other methods. If this had been volunteers for the .Christian conquest o i  
done, the $150,383.62 would have swelled the world is steadily progressing. The 
the total income on assessment for mis- recent report of the Student Volunteer 
sions far beyond that which was actually k h m n e n t  shows that since its organiza- 
received. The entire Church paid only tion, thirty years ago, 6,490 students. 
seventy-two per cent of home and for- young men and women volunteers, have 
eign assessments. If we subtract from gone to various mission fields, sent out 
the total received on assessments the by the mission boards of North America. 
amount reported in the journals as paid Last year 329 volunteers were added to 
by the Sunday schools on the assess- the ranks abroad. This seems a very in- 
ments, there remains only forty-six per significant number compared with the 
cent of the assess- millions of mili- 

~****-.*****~*-+~*.**.***** **-*-'.+%&*.* * merits for  home + . . . . . . . . . \ . . . > I++++++++>>*>&>++.:. tary but 
at and foreign mis- + 4- +> e a c 11 missionary 

BROWN'S VACATION. sions paid by the $ 4- l r e p r e s e n t s  a 
Church through .I "I'VE had a vacation," said Timothy + + *:. spiritual force oi  
all channels out- + Brown ; *> incalculable ponr- 

- '  "A fine one, although I have not left the *I. side the Sunday + .> er. + town. school, while Con- + I merely vacated my worries and fears + 
-3 The Volunteer 

ference missions, + And at once became younger by fairly five $ M ov em en  t e m - + L I 

which cannot le- + years. J ploys twelve trav- 
+ I vacated my ruts and began to enjoy f' eling secretaries. g a b  share in the + My regular, humdrum, but useful employ. + 

*- w h o  l a s t  y e a r  Sunday s c h 0 0 1 a + I changed my whole outlook and vision .& 
collection, p a i d 6;. of life . made over seven 

-3 And made it a pastime instead of a strife. +$ llundred visits to seventy-seven and .> 
I've had a vacation, not vacant, a bore, + 

one-ha1f per cent But fuller and freer than ever before; 3 *;. i n s t i t u t i ons  of 
of the assessmect. 4 The best of vacations for fat purse or 4 . higher learning in 
This clearly dem- $ lean- ?t -1. * the United States 
onstrates that' this ? A change of the seeing instead o i  the + and Canada. Col- . scene." +> 
$150?3S3-62 + -Zsop  .lo~rcs, br Chrisfioll Endenzlor 4. lege mission stud\. 
not go as it was *> T V O ~ ~ .  + It classes  number 
directed by the $ t f . . 2,458 and have an 
Discipline and by .> .:.~>a4.~E4~+~..~I.:~~I.:..3+:I~~.C:..x-:I.:..;..:-t~-~.+>~>+~I~:I+:I+:. 4- enrol 1 men t 0 f I j , - 
the donors. 878 men and 21.- 

This matter involves a fundamental 664 women. The money given for mis- 
principle vital to both the Mission and sions by students has also been consid- 
Sundav School Boards. I t  is evident erable. Of 1,020 institutions reporting. 
that thk provision of the Discipline i~ not G82 contributed $218,652.81 last year to 
observed and that the interests of the tnissions, most of it coming from the 
Board of Missions are suffering to the students. The largest sums were given 
extent of more than one hundred thou- by Yale, the University of Pennsylva- 
sand dollars annually. Attention is nia, and Princeton, but the largest pcr 
called to this serious situation in the hope capita gifts came from preparaton. 
that our leaders will make clear the law s~hools. 
;n the subject and that our pastors will This wo& among students not only 
lnake haste to correct the trouble. V\'e supplies recruits for the frontier, but ii 
are only asking that faith be kept with also deepens the spiritual life of the 
the Church in the administration of the schools and colleges by brinqing the stu- 
funds contributed and that the law of the dents into close touch with t'he great en-  
Ch~~rc l i  on this subject be observed. tcrprisc of \~or ld  evangelization. 



To Pour Out Their Lives for Africa. 
ON September 2 there sailed from them safely to Bordeaux, France, wlierisc 

New York to reenforce our thin mission- they are to take passage for Matadi and  
ary line in the heart of Africa a heroic thence go up the Congo to, their far-dis- 
party. consisting of Rev. and Mrs. H. P. tant station at Wembo-Niama. Dr. Ed 

fiE\'. :\NI) MRS. 11. 1'. &\NICER. 
t 

1 I 
Anker, of Illinois, Rev. T. E. Reeve, of F. Cook, who saw them off, pays them 
Georgia, and E. B. Stilz, of Tennessee. this merited tribute: 
The  French steamer Rochambeau carried "Only those sail the seas to-day who 

I.. 11. STTLZ. REV. T. E. REEVE. 



are impelled by some deep sense of 'duty 
or desire. On this great ship who could 
be found on nobler errand bent than our 
young missionary heroes? After outrid- 
inq the storms and surviving the perils of 
travel by sea and land, they will plunge 
into darkest Africa and carry the mes- 
sage of light and love to savage peoples 
sitting in darkness. They will find their 
h3me fifteen hundred miles from civili- 
zation, from office, bank, or  store, in the 
\-illage of a great African chief, the head 

of a cannibal tribe. Makers of civiliza- 
tion, builders of nations, pioneers of 
trade, ambassadors of God, saviors of 
men are these heroes of the cross. I t  is 
easier far, amidst the blare of trumpets, 
the noise of battle, and the acclaim of 
men, to go to one's death than, quietly, 
unseen and unsung, far from the gaze 
and thought of the world, to pour out 
one's soul and to sacrifice one's life for 
the redemption of men." 

1 

W i l l i a m  Jennings Bryan on Foreign Miss ions .  
SOME n~eeks ago the editor of the 

VOICE wrote to Hon. William Jennings 
Bryan for a word regarding his opinion 
of foreign missions formed from person- 
al observation during. his tour of the 
world. The great statesman replied by 
sending a set of his speeches, with con- 
sent to quote from that on missions. The 
following extracts sum up the estimate 
of this great Christian statesman after 
careful study of the missionary and his 
work in many lands : 

"The daily life of a missionary is not 
only a constant sermon, but to a certain 
extent an exposition of JVestern ways. 
His manner of dress and his manner of 
living are noted; and even if he did not 
say a word, he would make an impression 
on those about him. I t  would be worth 
~vhile to send Christians to the Orient 
merely to show the fullness and richness 
of a Christian life ; for, after all, the ex- 
ample of an  upright person, living a life 
of service according to the Christian 
ideas, is more eloquent than any sermon; 
it is the unanswerable argument in favor 
of our religion. . . . 

"Why spend money on foreign mis- 

sions? If the Oriental is happy in his 
idolatry or in his worship of God through 
other religious forms, why disturb him? 
These questions may be answered in Ira- 
rious ways, but one answer will suffice 
for t h e  purpose of this article. The 
Christian ideal of life-is the highest ideal. 
If the Christian ideal is worthy to be 
followed in America, i t  is worthy to be 
presented in every land; and experience 
has shown that it is an ideal capable of 
being made universal, for it has com- 
mended itself to people of every clime 
and of every tongue. . . . 

"Making due allowance for the frailty 
of human nature and for the mistakes 
~vhich all are liable to make, it may be 
said without fear of successful contradic- 
tion that the missionaries, physicians, and 
teachers who consecrate themselves to 
the advancement of Asia's millions along 
Christian lines are as high-minded, as 
heroic, as self-sacrificing, and, consider-' 
ing the great destiny of the race, as use- 
ful as .any equal number of men and 
women to be found in any other part of 
the world." 

A Frank Word with a '  Modern Jeremiah. 
OF all the silly drivel ever written on 

a serious subject, commend us * to the 
labored efforts of the liquor dealers to 
prove that prohibition of their traffic is 
essentially unchristian and that Church 
people are out of their province in de- 
manding it. From such an effusion, 
recently sent out by the Liquor Dealers' 
Association of America, we clip the fol- 
lolving brilliant extract : 

"For many centuries the Christian 
Churches have held that the way to re- 
form society was through spiritual influ- 
ences to reform the individual. The\. 
believed and taught that only through 
the moral regeneration of each man and 
woman could the Christian ideal be at- 
tained. The Churches that have taken 
up the prohibition agitation have widely 
departed from these teachings. They 


























































































