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Out of the World War, W h a t ?  
IT seems safe to predict that out of the is in looking forward to the blessed sestora- 

great world war will come one of two things: . tion that follows, to the new heaven and 
either the personal return of our Lord and earth and the eternal ages of peace and joy. 
the ' establishment of his kingdom upon There are many, on the other hand (and 
earth, or such radical political and econom- modern theological thought seems to be 
ic changes as will go far toward the reali- kending in that direction), who take all 
zation of that lringdom by natural means. these statements of ollr Lord and the proph- 
Many premill6nialists, holding that the pres- ets as figurative rather than literal. In- 
ent dispensation is to terminate in the stead of a cataclysmic ending of the age, 
second coming of they expect an evo- 
Christ, are wonder- lutionary process 
ing seriously wheth- stretching far into 
e r t h e present t h e  f u t u r e ,  by 
w o r l d - e n g u l f i n g  which the race will 
chaos may not mark slowly climb toward 
the near approach the ideal. Out of 
of the end. Cer- ,' . ----- -- the world war they 
tainly t h e r e  i s e x p e c t progress 
much, 'both in the commensurate with 
Word and in cur- the a w f u l  cost. 
rent events, to raise They look for a 
the question. That democratic world, 
Jesus clearly and a League of Peace, 
purposely t a u g h t a new .sense of 
h i s f o l l o w e r s t o  brotherhood, and a 
look for his person- larger measure of 
a1 return cannot be economic coopera- 
questioned. T h a t tion and justice. 
Paul and the other THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT ALONE CAN BRING One c a n n o t  be 
e a r 1 y Christian PERMANENT PEACE. dogmatic in mat- 
writers held this ters of this kind. 
faith is equally clear. That there are They are matters of interpretation, and 
many prophecies which suggest it one mustTno man may claim infallibility for  his 
admit. Giving these statements their view. ,: But whatever our belief as to- the' 
most natural and self-evident interpretation, Second ~orning,~!w.e cannot doubt that out 
i t  is impossible to escape the premillenial of the throes of these troublous times will 
viem. One who accepts that viem cannot come some wondrous thing. Let us watch 
fail to await with eager expectancy the out- a n d  be ready, therefore, as  our Lord so 
come of the present.situation. Nor are they often admonished us, eager t o  hear hi's 
illogi.ca1 in fearing that the world has but voice, to .catch his spirit, to see the vision 
just begun to drink the bitter cup of the of the better day beyond, and to help, if  . . .  we 
'great tribulation. Their comfort, however, may, to bring it in. Charles Mackay's strik- 
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Hard Times on the Mission Field,. 
THE following letter from Dr. A. P. Parker, of Shanghai, one of our veteran 

missionaries to China, throws interesting light upon the Board's appeal fo r  a War 
Relief Fund fo r  the missionaries: 

"We are having pretty hard times here now, financially, in  the mission. The 
rise in  the price of silver and the consequent'fall in  the amount of silver dollars 
that we get fo r  our gold drafts strikes us very hard. The rate for the gold dollar 
in  silver is now only $1.53. Last year vTe Were getting $2.20, and a t  one time the 
rate ran over $2.50. Thus our salaries are less by more than thirty per cent as  
compared to less than a year ago. 

"On the other hand, strangely enough, the prices of everything that we have to  
buy have advanced. Coal that we could buy less than a year ago for $10 (Mexican) 
per ton costs now $17 per ton. Butter that we could buy fo r  85 cents (Mexican) 
per pound now costs $1.10 per pound. We could buy sugar a t  twelve pounds 
f o r  the dollar, but now get only eight and a half pounds. Flour is now so costly 
that  we cannot afford the American product and have to live on that which is 
made in China from native wheat. Everything else-clothing, hardware, station- 
ery, etc.--has gone up far beyond the former prices. Even purely Chinese pro- 
visions, clothing, materials, and the like have all risen in  price far beyond any- 
thing that has hitherto obtained. Our salaries afe  not sufficient to meet our 
necessary expenses. I do not write in Any complaining spirit, but matters are really 
becoming distressing, and we have to appeal for relief to those who alone can af- 
ford the relief that  we so much need." 

ing poem, "Clear the Way," might well Men of thought. and men of action, clear 
have been written fo r  this very time: the way ! 

"Men of thought, be up and stirring, night 
: and day; 
:Sow and seed-withdraw the curtain- 

clear the way! 
Men of action, aid and cheer them as  ye 
: may! 
' There's a light about to beam; 
., There's a fount about to stream; 
There's a warmth about to glow; 
There's a flower about to blow; 
There's a midnight blackness changing 

: into gray. 

Lo! a cloud's about to vanish from the day, 
And a brazen wrong to crumble into clay. 
Lo! the Right's about to conquer. Clear 

the way! 
With the Right shall many more 
Enter, smiling, a t  the door; 
With the giant Wrong shall fall 
Many others, great and small, 
That for ages long have held us f o r  their 

prey. 
Men of thought and men of action, clear 

the way! " 

Mexico's N e w  Day. 
PRESIDENT CARRANZA is making good. 

Elected by the largest popular vote ever cast 
in Mexico, supported by the election in all 
the principal States of governors whose loy- 
alty has been tested, he is sl'owly, but it 
appears surely, bringing order out of chaos 
and putting ihe new Mexico upon its feet. 
It is a gigantic taslr, of course, immeasur- 
ably bigger and more difficult than one can 
conceive who is not in intimate touch with 

' 1 .  

it. That real progress' is being made is 
ground fo r  the greatest encouragement. 

The new constitution, adopted in Febru- 
ary, is nothing i f  not modern-progressive 
or radical, . according to one's viewpoint. 
Likely enough it is both. Progressive it cer- 
tainly is in its provisions for representative 
,government, civil liberty, economic justice, 
popular education, and, in general, the rights 
of the people as opposed to the special and 
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oppressi,ve privileges heretofore enjoyed by 
the few. Radical i t  may be with regard to 
some matters. We believe, for example, 
that the rather severe limitations it  lays 
upon the Christian propaganda will inevi- 
tably be modified. In the meantime they 
seriously handicap Protestant missions, 
without a doubt. Remembering, however, 
that they grew out of the grim determina- 
tion to shake off forever the ecclesiastical 
tyranny of Rome, the Mission Boards will 
doubtless accept the situation in good part 
and'malre the best of it, confident that the 
hindrances will soon be removed. 

The financial situation, which a t  the close 
of the war was desperate, has in great de- 
gree been relieved. The worthless paper 
money has been put out of circulation and 
replaced with silver. The peonage system, 
imprisonment for debt, and the miserable 
wage and unsanitary conditions of other 
days appear to be gone forever. The old 
privileged ruling class has been put into the 
baclrground. The PEOPLE are coming into 
their own. 

It becomes clearer every day that Presi: 
dent Carranza, hated by the Catholic hier- 
archy and the exploiting classes, misrepre- 
sented and maligned by the jingo press, and 
misunderstood by many well-meaning people, 
is a high-minded patriot and a statesman 
of no mean ability. Our government may 
well do all in its power to  strengthen his 

establishment and maintenance of an ad- 
ditional dormitory along the szme lines. 

The director of the Department of Edu-, 
cation, commenting on the fine influence of 
the Methodist dormitory, says: "I believe 
one of the fields now unoccupied by the 
Church is in the State institutions. The 
Church should surround our State colleges 
with dormitories, so as  to give them a dis- 
tinctly Christian trend in the home life. 
This is vital to the future both of the 
Church and the schools." 

-4%- 
Congo Mission Reaching Out. 

A RECENT letter from Wembo-Niama 
brings word that a new station has been 
opened at Lubefu, a river point some fifty 
miles away. Dr. Mumpower opened the 
work there and then turned it over to T. 
E. Reeve, one of the new recruits, who is 
handling it  alone. A lonesome post it must 
be, too, with the nearest English-speaking 
people fifty miles away. In  spite of all that, 
however, he seems to be enjoying it and is 
making a fine impression. The region is 
thickly populated, and it is expected that a 
great work will speedily develop there. 

E. B. Stilz writes from Wembo-Niama: 
"Our great need is fo r  more workers and 
trained evangelists to go out to the sur- 
rounding villages." 

-43.- 
hands and help Grn to realize the high Southern Methodists in Fifth Place. 
ideals of democracy and justice which he 
cherishes for his country. 

THE report of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America. just issued. shows 

& that of the 195 denominations and sbcieties -~ 
Methodism Active in Texas State Schools. 

THE Methodists of Texas, among the 
most progressive in our whole connection, 
are  beginning to manifest keen apprecia- 
tion of the opportunities afforded the 
church for fruitful work among the vast 
student bodies of State institutions of 
learning. The several Texas Conferences 
maintain a Bible' chair a t  the  University 
of Texas, a t  Georgetown; the woman's 
missionary societies have built and are  
successfully operating a dormitory for 
Methodist girls a t  the College of Liberal 
Arts, in Denton, and have recently estab- 
lished a Bible chair in the same school. 

In a recent letter to Mrs. F. B. Carroll, 
the director of the dormitory, the presi- 
dent of the college pays a high tribute to 
the work of religious development and con- 
servation that  the dormitory is doing and 
expres'ses the opinion that  the missionary 
societies of Texas could render no more 
valuable service to the Church than by the 

in the United States and Canada engaged 
in  foreign mission work, our own Church 
ranks fifth in total contributions to  this 
cause. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
comes first, the Northern Presbyterians sec- 
ond, the Northern ~ a p t i k t s  third, and the 
Congregationalists fourth. The total f o r  all 
the Churches and societies in 1916 wzis 
$26,214,137, of which the sixteen Methodist 
boards and auxiliaries gave $5,623,826. 

-4a- 
A n  Unconscious Humorist. 

IT was an American humorist who, dur- 
ing the Civil War, announced that he was 
determined to prove his patriotism, even if 
he had to sacrjfice all his wife's relatives 
to do it. An unccinscious bit of humor that 
deserves to rank alongside is the following 
from a recent letter in answer to one of 
the Board's appeals. The writer will par- 
don our use of it; it is really too good to 
keep. 

"I realize fully,'' he says, "the needs men- 
































































