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A W e e k  of Prayer .  
W. W. PINSON. 

TIIERE is rnuch in a good beginning. 
This has given rise, no doubt, to the 
adage that "What we do the first day of 
the new ).ear we shall be doing all the 
year round." I t  probably means that if 
we start wrong we are likely to go wrong, 
and if - we start right we increase im- 
mensely tlie chances that we shall con- 
tinue right. Hence the psychological and 
moral significance of New Year.' I t  is 
then we begin over. W e  turn a new leaf 
in life's record book. 

This led td the annual Week of Prayer 
set apart for all Churches by the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. I t  also led to the happy 
thought that grew out of a season of 
prayer and collsultation on the part of 
our missionary secretaries two years ago . 

of making this first week in the year a 
"Week of Prayer and Self-Denial," with 
reference to the work of evangelization 
at home and abroad. The suggestion 
met with instant and widespread approv- 
al. The testimonies to its spiritual re- 
sults were numerous and striltiilg. This 
yras . . and- should always be the chief aim 
and atitcome of suc l~  a inovernent. 
- - .  

The financial outcome, however, was 
not to be despised. It enabled us to send 
out tell new missionaries and thus met 
a need we could not otherwise have sup- 
plied. Again this year we were enabled 
to strengthen our evangelistic wosk a t  
home and abroad as we could not -have 
done without this timely help. 

W e  hope for a far inore general ob- 
servance of the Week of Prayer in 1916 
than heretofore. There are reasoils that 
must be evident to every thoughtful ob- 
server that the Cllurcll should be called 
to its knees at  this time. The coi~scious 
need and yearning for a revival are well- 
nigh uni~ersal.  14711ole sections of the 
Church are plaili~ing and organizing for 
evangelistic campaigns. I t  need not be 
said that unless this movement is under- 
laid and shot through and through with 
prayer it cannot succeed and migllt easily 
prove a positive disaster. If the entire 
Church will spend the first \veek in the 
new year in prayer for divine illumina- 
tion and enduement, it ~vill do more to 
steady and lnalie real and pertnanent the 
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proposed revival than all other things A NEW SENSE. OF GOD TI-IE PRIMARY 
combined. NEED. 

A SITUATION IVITJIOUT PARALLEL. Tlie great need of the Church is not 

Again, the whole world-wide mission- 
ary situatioil is without parallel in the 
history of Christianity. The Christian 
Church in America never faced such re- 
sponsibility nor enjoyed such an oppor- 
tunity. Missionary leaders the world 
over stand amazed before the colossal 
task which looms so large and calls with 
such con~pelling urgency. This is a 
great hour, an awful hour, a dangerous 
hour. No mind, no power can meet and 
master it  but God's alone. There is no 
fit attitude for men in such an hour and 
in the presence of such a task but one 
of reverent, humble waiting before him. 

Was  there ever such need or such an 
opportune time for calling the Church 
to prayer as now ? Human blindness and 
impotence have never been more clearly 
exposed. There are left for us but two 
possible moods. One is that of despair. 
"The City of Dreadful Night" is the 
only remaining refuge for those whose 
reliance is on a mere human level. The 
alternative mood is one of faith and 
prayer. I n  that mood is hope and the 
courage to dare. For  them that live in 
its illumination are the vision of poised 
fire above the altar and horsemen and 
chariots of the sky, ready for the coin- 
mand that waits on prayer. 

money, though it needs that sorely; nor 
is it men, though these are sadly *lacking ; 
nor is it leadership - and organization, 
though these never meant so much as 
now. The great need is for a new sense 
of God, of his love, his power, his living 
presence. W e  need to turn away from 
the rumble and grind of the machinery. 
from our human traditions and bicker- 
ings and contentions, and stand awhile 
stripped of our artificial trappings and, 
blinding -conceits in the Eternal Pres- 
ence. 147e need to realize that ours is a 
superhuman task and so to humble our- 
selves and bring all our plans to him for 
revision and our poor human folly to 
him for correction. W e  need to bring 
our differences and contentions to him, 
that in the melting pot of his love and 
~visdom they may be purified of their 
ugly dross and fused into a unity whose 
unearthly beauty shall prove its heavenly 
origin. 

This is the great need. I t  can be met, 
or the way can be found to meet it, by 
all our leaders combining. to call the 

C 

whole Church to a Week of Prayer, Jan- 
uary 2-8, 1916, and pleading for a re- 
vival, for an enlarged vision, for a unity 
and wisdom in the leadership of the 
Church, and for a new sense of steward- 
ship and of personal and corporate re- 
sponsibility be f ore God. 

A L e a d e r  Fa l l en .  
IT is with keen regret that we record 

the death of Dr. C. F. Reid, Secretary 
of the Laymen's Missionary Movement, 
which occurred on October 8 a t  the 
home of his sister, G. N. Buffing- 
ton, a t  Erlanger, Icy. In  his death not 
only does our Church lose a faithful vet- 
eran of the Cross, distinguished by long 
and heroic missionary service a t  home 

and abroad, but the wider missionary 
circles of the continent lose a conspicu-' 
ous light. 

Since 1878 Dr. Reid had given himself 
wholly and with untiring zeal to mis- 
sionary activity, first for twelve years as 
a missionary in the Orient, then as su- 
perintendent of the work among Orien- 
tals on the Pacific Coast, and for the 
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last five years as the leader of the Lay- 
men's Missionary Movement. In  each 
of these capacities he threw himself into 
tllc work with the whole-heartedness 
and . abandon which were characteristic 
of the rnan and which guaranteed suc- . 

cess. Though for months in declining 
health, with strength steadily slipping 
away and with no reasonable chance of 
recovery, never till the last few days 
did he give up the fight or  lose hope of 
again getting into the harness with his 
old-time fire and fervor. But when the 

end came he went cheerfully, even glad- 
ly, into the presence of the Master, to 
~ v l ~ o s e  service 11e had devoted his life. 

Dr. Reid's history is full of interest. 
A preacher in the Kentucky Conference, 
he was appointed to the Cllina &fission 
in 1878, arriving in Shanghai in the fall 
of 1879. H e  ~ v a s  made presiding elder 
of the Soocl~o~v District and was a char- 
ter member of the Cllina Mission Con- 
ference, which was organized in I SSG. 
To the last China held his heart, and it 
was with peculiar and tender joy that 
he . watched the ~vonderful growth of 
Christianity in that land, even as a fa- 

ther watches with swelling heart the 
growth of a well-loved son. In  his later 
ye-ars he was never so happy and so 
much a t  home as when delivering his 
.-reat address, "The Old and the New b 

Cl~ina." 
In  1895 Dr. Reid visited Korea with 

Bishop E. R. Hendrix and was appoint- 
ed to open work in that country, which 
he did in 1896, establishing in Seoul the 
first work of our Church in the Hermit 
Kingdom. Later in the year, assisted 
by T. H. Yun, whom he had known in 
China, he gained a foothold in Songdo 
and received from Mr. Yi, an uncle of 
Mr. Yun, a grant of nine acres of land 
on condition that a Christian scllool be 
established there. A fe\v years later 
the Anglo-Korean School was estab- 
lished, with Mr. Yun as principal, and 
speedily took its place as one- of our 
most successful missionary institutions, 
During the early days of his stay in 
Korea revolutionary disturbances broke 
out;  and Mr. Yun, who was one of the 
leaders of the progressive element, being 
compelled to flee for his life, for some 
days sheltered in hiding in Dr. Reid's 
home. 

I n  1900 failing health compelled Dr. 
Reid to come home, he having contract- 
ed a disease peculiar to the Orient, from 
which he never fully recovered, though 
l ~ e  later made a visit to China and Korea 
on business for the Board. I n  1903 11e 
\vas sent to the Pacific Coast to take 
charge of the ._ work among Orientals. 
In  this capacit):. he served until 1909, 
when he was called East for platform 
work in connection k i t h  the national 
campaign of the Laymeil's &tissionary 
Movement. The nest  year he was elect- 
ed Secretary of the h4overnent and was 
reelected ill 1913. In  these later years 
his remarkable gifts as a platform speali- 
er made him a favorite througl~out 
Southern htetl~odism and introduced 



him to missionar)~ leaders t l~rougl~out  the securing f rot11 the General Con f crence 
country. of 1914) giving to the work of the lay- 

Under .  his leadership the Laymen's men an oficial standing and practical 
- 

Missionary Mol~ement made decided and machinery that should make it efficient 
permanent progress. Not least of the in every charge. 
services 1vhic11 he rendered in this con- A great leader has fallen, a man of 
nection was the wise and constructive God, heroic and devoted. It will be 
legislation which he was instrumental in hard to fill his place. 

National Missionary Campaign. 

UNUSUAL preparations are being made CON\~ENTION CITIES AND DATES. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by the home alld foreign missionary l?Tichita, Icans. NOV. 3-5,7* - 

Baltimore, Md. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3-5,7:': agencies of the United States for co- 
Philadelphia, Pa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7::- 

operation in the national missionary cam- AlIitchell, S. Dalc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7>s- 

paigll, the first great convel~tio~l of J~illicl~ Alil\\raukee, Wis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 1-14" 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  was held in Chicago beginnitlg October Portland, Me. 10-12~14" 

I3osto11, XIass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 4*:- 17 
14. 111 all there are to be seventy-five Cincinnati, Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14*-17 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  tnen's conventions it1 the leading cities Clarlisboi-,o, IV. Va. 17-19 
I;lrheeling, IV. Va. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .zS'?'-Dec. I of the countr~r, d culminating in a National 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Missionarjr - Congress in IYashington Manchester, N. H. Uec. i-3,s" - - 
St. Louis, 310. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1-3, s*: next April. So inlportant is the cam- 
Cleveland, Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : s * - ~  

paign considered to be that some mis- Alllanv, N. y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 ::: - s 
- .  - 

sionary agencies are throwing almost the Toledo, Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9-13" 

entire strength of their organizations into I-Iouston, Tes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Jan. 19-21,23* 
the campaign, to the exclusion for  the D ~ ~ l u t l ~ ,  Minn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 9-2 I , 33" 

next vear of forms of missiollar~r New Orlf.%ns, La. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
II d 

A~Iinneapolis, kli~lil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 33:i:-36 - 
inspiration and education. 

St. Paul, &$inn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - v3::'-26 
Disciples, U~lited Drethren, Lutherans, Rocllester, N. Y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 23*-26 

36-3s, 304: United Pres1)~rterialls, t ~ v ~  l~l-allclles Jaclison, Miss. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - , 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  of the Reformed Church, the South- Fargo, N. Dali. 26-23,30* 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Reading, Pa. 26-28,30:~ 
ern Baptists, Methodists, Presbyteriat~s, IATaterburr, Colll,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  zOt:-~eb. 3 

" ,  - .  

and other tlenominations are all malting Billings, Mont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .3o*-Feb. 2 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  the 1110st careful and thorough prepara- Bi rmi~~gham,  Ala. j ~* : - I ;~b .  2 

tions for cooperation in ~vllat promises 
to be the SLI~I-erne effort: of missionary in- 
spiration and education made by Ameri- 
can Churches in recent years. 

The convention schedt~le appears be- 
low. Our people everywhere, clerical 
and lav, J~I- t icular ly  those i l l  positions 
of missionary leadership, should plan to 
attend one or Inore of these great inspira- 
tional gatherings. 

Atlanta, Ga. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Feb. 3-3, G* 
Butte, i\/Ioi~t. 9-4, (j* 

M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ne\var-k, N. J. 3-4, 6* - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Spoliane, IY ash. ( jkg  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Columbia, S. C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6*-c, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Seattle, 1;lTash. g-11, I,-?,* 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dayton, Ohio 9 - I I , I ~ *  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tacoma, Wash. 9-1 I ,  13* 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Greensboro, N. C. 9-1 I ,  I 3': 

Portland, Orcgon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I,?*-16 
Davenport, Io\\rx . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1;*-16 


























































































