
METHODIST
HISTORY

October 2009

Volume XLVIII
Number 1

Street Preaching, Philadelphia, Circa 1860



EDITORIAL BOARD
Morris Davis
Paula Gilbert

A. V. Huff
Cornish Rogers

Ian Straker
Douglas Strong

Anne S. Wimberly
Stephen Yale

Charles Yrigoyen, Jr.

Assistant Editors
Michelle Merkel-Brunskill

Christopher Rodkey
Nancy E. Topolewski

Cover: Engraving is from Sorrow’s Circuit (Philadelphia:1860).  See article 
by Benjamin L. Hartley (10). 

METHODIST HISTORY (ISSN 0026-1238) is published quarterly for $20.00 per year to 
addresses in the U.S. by the General Commission on Archives and History of The United 
Methodist Church, 36 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940.  Printed in the U.S.A.  Back 
issues are available.

Second-class postage paid at Madison, NJ.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to METH-
ODIST HISTORY, P.O. Box 127, Madison, NJ 07940 or email mmerkel@gcah.org.



METHODIST HISTORY
Robert J. Williams, Editor

Volume XLVIII

CONTENTS

Contributors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

“And are We Yet Alive”: Reflections on the Twentieth Anniversary
        of the Historical Society of The United Methodist Church
        by Charles Yrigoyen, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Philadelphia’s “Five Points”: Evangelism and Social Welfare at the 
        Bedford Street Mission
        by Benjamin L. Hartley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Number 1

Copyright 2009, General Commission on Archives and History,
The United Methodist Church

Methodist History is included in
Religious Index One: Periodicals,

 Religious and Theological Abstracts, 
Historical Abstracts and America: History and Life

ATLA Religion Database

Manuscripts submitted for publication and all other correspondence should be addressed to 
Editor: METHODIST HISTORY, P.O. Box 127, Madison, NJ 07940. Prospective authors are 
advised to write for guidleines or visit www.gcah.org.

The Music of the Early Nineteenth-Century Camp Meeting Song in
        Service to Evangelistic Revival
        by Anne P. Wheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

October 2009

2

4

10

23

Editor’s Note  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

43

Book Reviews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Balancing Freedom and Unity: John Carlisle Kilgo and the
        Unification of Methodism in America
        by Kevin L. Walters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

58

Minutes of the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Historical Society 
        of The United Methodist Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

Books Briefly Noted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63



CONTRIBUTORS

CHARLES YRIGOYEN, JR. is General Secretary Emeritus of the 
General Commission on Archives and History and an elder in the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference.  He has written numerous articles and several 
books on Methodist doctrine and United Methodist history, most recently 
United Methodism at Forty in collaboration with Kenneth E. Rowe and John 
G. McEllenney.  Yrigoyen’s article (p.4) was delivered at the 20th anniversa-
ry meeting of the Historical Society of The United Methodist Church at Lake 
Junaluska, NC, on July 1, 2009, and is also published in the Proceedings of 
the Southeastern Jurisdiction Historical Society.

BENJAMIN L. HARTLEY is Associate Professor of Christian Mission 
at Palmer Theological Seminary and an ordained deacon in the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference.  His Th.D. dissertation at Boston 
University, entitled “Holiness Evangelical Urban Mission and Identity in 
Boston, 1860-1910,” was selected to receive the Jesse Lee Prize given by 
the General Commission on Archives and History for 2007.  The Jesse Lee 
prize is named for the first historian of American Methodism and is a cash 
award to assist with publication.  An earlier version of this paper appeared in 
Annals of the Historical Society of  the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of 
The United Methodist Church (Number 6, 2009).

ANNE P. WHEELER is a candidate for the Master in Theological Studies de-
gree from the Candler School of Theology.  Wheeler holds a J.D. degree, cum 
laude, from Harvard Law School, an M.A. from the University of Michigan, 
and a B.A. degree, magna cum laude, from Birmingham-Southern College.  
She has served as an Adjunct Professor at the University of Alabama Law 
School.  Wheeler is active in the North Alabama Conference, where she has 
served as Convener of the Procedures/Petitions Committee, lay member 
of the Board of Ordained Ministry (Executive Committee), and workshop 
leader for various youth programs and the Local Pastor Licensing School.  
Wheeler’s article (p.23) was awarded the 2009 John Harrison Ness Prize 
for the best essay by a Master’s candidate by the General Commission on 
Archives and History. 

KEVIN L. WALTERS is a candidate in the Ph.D. program in American his-
tory at the University of Kentucky.  He studied American Religious History 
in the Master of Theological Studies program at Duke University Divinity 
School.  Walters’ article was written as part of that program.   Walters served 
for four years as the Leader of Children’s and Youth Ministries at Central 
United Methodist Church in Winona, Minnesota, and received a B.A. from 
Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois.

2



Methodist History, 48:1 (October 2009)

EDITOR’S NOTE
				  

We are living in a time of such rapid change in publishing that it is hard 
for many of us to keep current.  The accessibility of materials online is one 
such change.  With this in mind, this issue of Methodist History and subse-
quent issues will be available free by accessing them through our website 
www.gcah.org.  From the home page you can click on “Research” or “UMC 
History” and then click on “Methodist History Journal.”  From there the links 
will be clear.

How will this affect you?  If you are a subscriber to the print version, 
nothing will change.  We will continue to receive subscriptions for the print 
version.  One or two year subscriptions will be available.  Change is occur-
ring too fast for us to continue to offer a four year subscription.   When your 
subscription expires, you may renew your subscription for the print version 
and/or you may request an email notice when the latest issue is available 
online.

If you are currently a subscriber to the pdf version, we will send you an 
email notice that the next issue is available and ask you to access it through 
the website instead of receiving it as an email attachment.  The text will still 
be available to you in a pdf format through the link on the GCAH website.  
We will continue to send you an email notice to the email address you pro-
vide when a new issue is available online. 

By allowing free access through our web site, we hope to enable people 
around the world to have access to the journal without the high costs of in-
ternational postage.   

I welcome Nancy Topolewski, Ph.D.,  as an assistant editor of Methodist 
History.  She is an elder in the Wyoming Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church.  I am grateful for the continuing careful work of Michelle 
Merkel-Brunskill, the General Commission’s Administrative Assistant, and 
Christopher Rodkey for their work in the preparation of the journal.  

 
Robert J. Williams
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