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NELL BROWN PROPST is a freelance writer and director who lives on
a cattle ranch established by her husband's family over a hundred years
ago. That family helped to start the first Methodist churches in the area,
and Missouri Propst was a great-aunt of the author's husband. Mrs.
Propst is a graduate of Samford University and earned her M.A. at the
University of Denver. She is the author of Forgotten People, A History of

.. the South Platte Trail, for which she received a certificate of com­
mendation from the American Association for State and Local History.

ELIZABETH M. SMITH holds a B.A. from Rocky Mountain College,
and is a student of western history. She has written the histories for the
Salm<?n and Boise National Forests, both in Idaho. Mrs. Smith arranged
the· Idaho Methodist Archival Collection now on deposit with the Idaho
State Historical Society, and has published an index for this collection.
She has been active in the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference Commission
on Archives and History, and was a member of the General Commission,
1976-1981. The paper published here was presented at the Western
Jurisdiction Archives and History lueeting in Salem,Oregon, August 27,
1981.

WILLIAM McGUIRE KING is assistant professor of Religious Studies
at the University of Virginia, where he teaches American Religious
History. He is a graduate of Harvard University (Ph.D.) and an ordained
member of the Virginia Annual Conference, The United Methodist
Church.

WILLIAM C. KOSTLEVY is currently enrolled in the Master of
iI

Theology program at Bethany Theological Seminary. He holds the A. B.
in history from Asbury College and the M.A. in history from Marquette,
and is engaged in voluntary service with the Mennonite Church in
Elkhart, Indiana. Mr. Kostlevy expresses appreciation to DonaldW.
Dayton for providing valuable resource materials and editorial assistance
with the article published here.
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