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Lessons of the War. 
\V. \Ir. PINSON. 

WAR is a costly and bitter school, but it TIIE LESSOX OF SACRIFICE. 
l ~ a s  i ts  lessons. These lessons are  liow 
being burned deep into our thinking. A 
neur atmosphere is being created, new emo- 
tions stirred, new values and new mean- 
ings given to life and duty. The world 
will never be the same again. 

TVe a r e  learning to think in world terms. 
Neigliborhoocl gossip has ceased to inter- 
est. Petty politics is irritating. The small 
interests tliat used to engage our atten- 
tion no longer get so much a s  a tliouglit. 
We have suddenly been lifted to wliere we 
look on the  "kingdoms of this world." 
The ~vorld has shrunk and drawn near to  
our doorstep. It comes to us with each 
waking morning, sho\vs us i ts  wounds, 
pours into our ears i ts  tale of woe, looks 
with sad, bewildered eyes into our faces, 
and says: "My brothers, what shall we 
do?" 

THE WORLD A NEIGI-IBORIXOOD. 

We have suddenly found out tha t  the  
world is a neigliborliood. No corner of it 
can be indifferent to what happens in any 
other corner. The bursting of a bomb in 
the  obscure town of Serajevo sets the whole 

- world a t  mar. Who of us knew where it 
was? Wlio cared? Did we not have our 
Monroe Doctrine and our Washington's 
farewell addressj? What  was one bomb, 
more or less, in Serajevo? We did not 
reckon tha t  we had been for a century 
quietly moving into a iieighborhood where, 
in spite of Washington and Monroe, Sera- 
'jevo is nest  door. It is a neighborhood of 
common interests. The brotherhood of 
man is made evident. W e  stand or fall to- 
gether. 

TVe a r e  learning tlie lesso~l of sacrificial 
service. TVe had almost forgotten tliat 
tliere a r e  things worth dying for. h'len by 
the  million are  reminding us by laying on 
the al tar  of patriotism uncounted treasure 
and even life itself. This they a r e  doing 
with a cheerfulness and high enthusiasm 
that  glorify our poor humanity. h'len have 
ceased to count the  cost. They dare the 
venture, cost what it may. He ~ v h o  heeds 
tlie voice of caution or with prudence 
guards his life or  fortune is counted a 
"slaclcer" and a poltroon. Can such dar- 
ing, sucli giving, such a reversal of the 
common rules of living fail to set new stand- 
ards of loyalty to  ideals and to leaders? 
Shall nre who follow Him of Gethsemane 
and Calvary miss the lesson being taught 
us by those nllio follow king and kaiser? 
Shall nre whose business i t  is to teach men 
the  glory of sacrificial service prove tha t  
\Ire count life and treasure dearer than his 
will? 

Another lesson is the  value and power of 
cooperation. President Wilson has called 
us a nation of volunteers. We a r e  to  fight 
a s  a nation-some in the  trenches, some in 
the  furronrs, some in the  senring room, 
some in the  kitchen. We can dedicate 
seven billion dofiars of our wealtli, buy 
two billion dollars' worth of bonds, and 
give one hundred and twenty million dol- 
lars to  the  Red Cross because a hundred 
million people j o h  hands to  do it. W e  
a r e  nonr one people, and our power is pro- 
portionate. Teamwork is the  order of the  



day. A united people is behind the blow 
we strike. Cities do startling things by 
acting together. We amaze ourselves by 
whnt we can do .rvhen nre unite to do 1t. 

When the nrar is over, we shall have this 
permanent lesson ; and nations, races, 
Churches, ancl commullities will know how 
to Combine to do big things. 

WHAT TO DO. 

We who stand in the pulpit and in other 
places of leadership must feel the crushing 
weight of responsibility. We cannot fail 
to be asking over and over, What sllall we 
do? Where shall we put the emphasis? 
We must realize the danger to which we 
a r e  exposed of being carried away by the 
"vain pomp and circumstance of war" and 
of reducing our messages to the  level of 
patriotic appeals and of the vast physical 
and political affairs that  bullr so large be- 
fore our eyes. In view of what has been 
said, there are certain outstancling things , 

we dare not fail to clo. 

T I E  PRE-ERIIKEKCE OF TIIE SPII:ITUAL MES- 
SAGE. 

Obviously, first, last, and all the  time, 
we must bold the Church and ourselves a s  
Christians to our primary task. That task 
is spiritual rather than temporal. It has 
to do with Christ more than with Icings 
or congresses; it is world-wide and not .lo- 
cal or  national. There must not be a 
thought of lowering, compromising, or sub- 
ordinating i ts  work. What we are  doing 
for our country should not be allowed to 
excuse us f.rom the wider and higher de- 
mands of the kingdom. Jus t  here is our 
temptation. It is easy to say, "We do well 
if  we hold our own," and relax our efforts. 
To yield to such a temptation would be 
treason. It is no hour f o r  marking time; 
it is an  hour for high resolve and heroic 
service. We should go forward as a 
Church with courage and contagious en- 
thusiasm. We should call for a strength- 
ening of our world program. We should 
exemplify and insist upon greater liberal- 
ity. The whole situation should show us 
tha t  we should do not less, but far  more. 
England has furnished us a noble exam- 
ple. With all her burdens of war, she has 
continued her missionary contributions. 
Canada has done the  same. Shall we who 
have grown rich while they sacrificed their 
billions do less? 

We should learn the lesson of sacrificial 

patriotism of the lringdom should com- 
mand a t  least equal loyalty. The children 
of tliis 1 do things on a big scale. 
They thinlr in large terms. We should 
learn from them and teach. our people so. 
We should be ashamed to aslr small gifts 
and half-hearted service' for Christ our 
Icing in tlie face of such examples. 

We sllould learn the lesson of the unity 
aacl interdependence of the nations and 
the need of the reign of ~ h r i s t i a n  brother- 
hood. Never were the illustrations and 
demonstrations so numerous, so evident, 
and so convincing. Never was the com- 
mandment, "Thou shalt lov'e thy neigh- 
bor," so large and so luminous as  now. 
While the world is being made safe for 
clemocracy, i t  must be made safe for Chris- 
tianity. 

The Church should sound a high, clear 
spiritual note. Men are  dazed, ande 
stunned. Tliey need God. Their souls are  
crying out for  a new vision of his face. 
They \iTant to get a new grip on the spir- 
itual realities. I t  is no time for the triv- 
ial and the commonplace. 

This furnishes an opportun'ity for tlie 
preacher. Jesus set us  thinking about the 
world. His command to go into all of i t  
has been slighted and neglected. Now we 
must go, not with the glad tidings of love, ' 

. 

.but with the  grim tidings of war. Gospel 
or  guns was the  'alternative. We made 
our choice. NOW we must pay. We 
should launch out into the  deep. This is 
the .prophet's hour and opportunity. It is 
not a time for the quibbling of scribes 
and Pharisees. 

We should ' stress prayer. Never was 
there a time when men felt the need of 
prayer a s  they feel it now. Millions are  
lifting up lame and unaccustomed hands to  
God. It is ours to lead out and on to its 
full strength this awakening spirit 'of 'in- 
tercession. 

We should press evangelism. ~ h e ' h a l f -  
awakened souls all about us should be led 
to Christ. Those who feel the stirring 
of new motives to serve should be led out 
into . the  large life. I t  should be a time 
of ingathering and upbuilding. The plow- 
share of war has ripped up the  soil in 
which we must sow the seed. Dr. J. H. 
Jowett has declared that  he has had more 
conversions in the  past' three years than ' 
in the ten preceding. 

service. The examples of patri,otic devo- 
tion which lays such treasures of blood PRIVILEGE is a finer thing than duty, and 
and gold on the  al tar  of war should be it is on the plane of privilege that  Jesus 
pressed home 'to our people. The higher expects his followers to live. 


































































