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Where the Money Comes From.

W. W, PINSON.

Do you know where the missionary
money comes from? Not knowing costs
a lot. If everybody knew and lived up
to his knowledge every day in the year,
there would be no more bewailing of
deficits, no more doleful retrenchment.

Where shall we find out? From the
Discipline. - It tells the story. It is the
book of methods for Methodists. If we
would only study it and stick to it, what
a wonderful Church we should have!
But we don’'t. We dodge it. We skip
the unpleasant pages. If we go by the
Discipline, we move together.

Well, if you must be told, there are
four sources of missionary income. I
mean there are four ways or methods
provided in the Discipline by which we
get missionary money. They are:

1. The assessment. It is handed out
by the cheerful, cordial, and considerate
body of men known as the district stew-
ards. It is not optional whether we try
to raise it or not. We must. Whether
we get less than the assessment or more,
it 1s made one of the duties of the pastor
“to see that a canvass of every member
1s made early in the year for missions.”
IEven raising the assessment does not
absolve from this duty. If the assess-
ment should be paid by one member or
raised in some other way, we must can-

vass every member just the same. That
is the Discipline.

2. The Sunday school missionary of-
fering. This, again, is not optional.. It
is obligatory. According to the Disci-
pline, every Sunday school is a mission-
ary society. Omne Sunday in the month
must be Missionary Day. There must
be an offering for missions, and that of-
fering must go to the General Board for
general work. It cannot go for some
other cause than missions. It cannot go
for Conference missions, for a Wesley
House, for woman's work, nor for any
local cause. That is the law.

This collection is not another way of
securing the assessment. It is a means
of raising an additional amount. It is
to be done whether the assessment is or
is not paid. There is ample evidence that
many make common cause of all the as-
sessments and make the Sunday school
money a part of the common fund. That
is no more lawful than it would be to
take the preacher’s quarterage to pay the
missionary assessment or the birthday
jars for the Woman’s Missionary Society.
It i3 a common practice to lump all the
claims, take them all on a missionary ap-
peal, then prorate the amount raised.
That is not as bad as might be. But to
put in the Sunday school collection be-
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Tnr sixth annual session of the Wom-
an’s Missionary Council convened on
the evening of April 12 in the city of
Atlanta, Ga. Thirty-eight years before
in this same city the Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society was organized, and
a number of the c¢harter members of thz
organization were present and occupied
seats on the platform. Seated with them
was another group—charter members of
the IHome Mission Society—and a num-
ber of the present Council officers, thus
giving a good representation from each
of the three women’s missionary organi-
zations that have been in operation since
1878. Addresses were delivered by Miss
M. L. Gibson and Mrs. Frank Siler, who
spoke on the bc—:«TmnmCr of the I‘orew‘n
and IHome 1\’[15510nalv Societies. Both
speeches were pleasantly reminiscent and
mstructive and interspersed with fine
humor. They were {followed by Miss
Jelle H. Bennett, the first and only Pres-
ident of the Woman’s Missionary Coun-
cil, who told of the efforts and difficulties
which were the necessary accompani-
ments of the coming together of these
two large organizations.

OreENING Busintss SEsSsSIon.

The first business session was held on
Thursday morning and was opened
by the administration of the Lord’s Sup-
per, participated in by the presiding
elder of the Atlanta District, Dr. Hew-
hitt, and many other ministers and a
laroe number of communicants. Then
followed addresses of welcome by Mrs.
Higginbothem, President of the North
Georgia Conference Society, and Gov-
ernor Harris, of the State of Georgia.
Their gracious words were so i keeping
with the beautiful reception that had
heen extended to the delegates and
visitors from the moment of arrival that
they fell on grateful ears and into re-
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sponsive heartq The attendance of of-
ficers and delegates was good, only two
officers being absent. Many ‘visitors
from out of the city availed themselves
of invitations and were interested listen-
ers throughout the session.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Miss Bennetts message was a clear, .

well-defined call to occupy more fully
the fields of service into which we have
entered. She set forth the greatest need
in her opening paragraph,” a stronger
liome base, and urged that every Con-
ference Soc1ety proceed at once definite-
]y to plan a eampaign of organization.

“There is still a great unoccupled field
of more than eleven hundred churches.
More than twelve hundred thousand
women, girls, and young children who
sit in the pews of these unreached
churches and who help to make up the
congregations of all the other churches
in our Methodism know but-little of the
awful need of the non-Christian world
or of the unreached millions of our own
land.”

Lack of space forbids mention of other
features of this splendid address. We
would that every woman and girl in our
great. Church would read it and sec be-
fore her the white harvest fields and
know the reward of the laborer!
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\VOR;(ERS’ CONFERENCE.

The workers™ conference, which was
held on Wednesday afternoon prior to
the opening session, had for its topic
“The Whirlwind Campaign for New
Members.”  These facts were brought
out: Number of congregations in South-
crn Methodism, 10, ,80 number of aux-
iliaries, mcludmo adult, young people,
and junior, 7.2 19. Total membership,
173,820. Gain in Church- nmmbemlup
during 1915, 006,418; gain in member-
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