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Our Trans-Pacific Neighbor. 
SINCE Japan is to be tlie subject of mis- 

sion study in our Sunday schools during 
1 9 1 8 ,  this number of the VOICE devotes 
special attention to tha t  field. From ev- 
ery staildpoint-political, commercial, and 
social,, as  well as  missionary-America 
does well a t  this time to get better ac- 
quainted with our growing neighbor across 
the Pacific. An aggressive nation of fifty- 

* five million people can- 
not wisely be ignored. 
Indeed, we. could not 
ignore it i f  we would. 
In these days of inti- 
mate world relation- 
ships Japan must be 
recognized and dealt 
with as  one of the  
f a m i 1 y of nations, 
whatever our prefer- 
ences in the matter. 
An attitude of supercil- 
ious indifference will 
get us nowhere. F a r  
better that  we study 
the Japanese sympa- 
thetically and seek to 
meet them on the basis 
of justice and friend- 
ship: * A n y  o t h e r  

ward the preservation of peace by prophe- 
sying war and fomenting suspicion and 
fear. 

It need not be said that  in any program 
of constructive friendship between this 
country and Japan Christian missions must 
play a fundamental part. There can be 
no basis for permanent, disinterested 
friendship apart  from the unselfish, altru- 

istic ideals of Chris- 
tianity. In proportion 
a s  our nation is im- 
bued with tha t  spirit 
will it approach Japan 
on the plane of good 
will and helpfulness. 
And in proportion as 
Japan comes under 
the influence of the 
same ideal will she be 
able to respond in 
kind. The future .re- 
lations of t he  two 
c o u n t r i es, therefore, 
whether for  good or  
ill, may turn upon the 
immediacy and effec- 
tiveness of our efforts 
to Christianize Japan. 
This fact affords an  

course on our part  will eminently practical ap- 
certainly react and peal to  self-interest 
make trouble for our- K,o,Li\iI TE&ipLE, I ~ ~ o T o ,  WHERE LIKGERS for the energetic pros- 
selves a s  well as  for TI-Ili: T\VTLIGI-IT OF OLD JAPAN. ecution of our mission- 
Japan. ary propaganda. 

There a re  those ~ ~ 1 1 0  predict that  a Jap- There a re  other reasons equally weighty 
anese-American war is inevitable. The Why every effort should be put forth for 
VOICE takes' no such pessimistic view. Our the speedy evangelization of Japan. Not 
nation has no sinister designs upon Japan, the least impor ta i~t~of  these is the fact tha t  
and Japanese statesmen stoutly insist tha t  Japan is destined to exert a vast influence 
theirs has none upon us. W e  have. no upon the life and ideals of the  Orient. "If 
right to question their since.rity. At any Japan is Christianized," says a recent 
rate, the  surest way to disarm latent hos- writer on the  subject, "Asia will be evan- 
tility and suspicion is to meet them with gelized witliin the  century. If Japan re- 
determined friendliness and confidence. maills pagain, Asia will be pagan." 
If that  course fails, no other need be tried. One does not need to accept tha t  state- 
We shall certainly make no progress to- ment at its face value to recognize that  
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Japan holds a position of leadership in Japan is responsive to the gosbel to-day. 
the East, the importance of which can The nation may be speedily evangelized 
hardly be overestimated by those who are  if the Christian world is willing'to make -. 
seeking the world's evangelization. Dr. the necessary sacrifice. What our answer 
Ed F. Cook's article, "Japan the Key," to that challenge will mean to ourselves 
which appears elsewhere in this number, and to the world not even a daring im- 

agination can fathom. presents the case in a striking way. 

. . Hundred Years of Methodist Missions.  

REV. W. W. PINSON, D.D. 

THE: year 1918  marks the beginning of within its power to advance this work 
organized missionary work in American throughout the Church." 
Methodism. Both branches of Episcopal The General Conference of the Method-- . 
Methodism are to celebrate the first mis- ist Episcopal Church, which met in Sara- 
sionary century of toga, N. Y., in May, - 
the Church in 1919.  
The Board of Mis- 

. sions at its annual 
s e s s i o n  in 1 9 1 6  
adopted a resolution 
favoring such a cele- 
bration and appoint- 
ed a Committee of 
Preparation and Pub- 
licity, which is com- 
posed of B i s h o p  
James Atkins, D.D., 
Miss Belle Bennett, 
Dr. E. B. Chapp~ll ,  
Dr. John M. Moore, 
Dr. W. W. Pinson, 
Bishop J. H. McCoy, 
D.D., Mr. John R. 
Pepper, Dr. W. B. 
Beauchamp, Dr. E. H. 
Rawlings, Rev. John 
S. Jenkins, Col. J. E. 
Edgerton, Mrs. R. W. 
MacDonell, Dr. W. F. 
McMurry, Bishop W. 

1916, gave strong in- 
dorsement to the pro- 

EN. JULIAN S. CARR, of posed centenary. The 
North Carolina, af ter  a General Secretary of 
visit to the Orient, dur- the Mission Board of . 

the Methodist Episco- 
study of mission work, writes: pal Chur,ch, South, 
"Just a word with reference to was >resent by au-• 

thority of that  Board, 
I have carefully studied the bearing a proposition 

looking to a joint 
man who, for any reason, op- celebration' by ' the 
poses missions is, to put it two Episcopal Meth- 
plainly, a fool. He is wrong- odism~.  This propo- 
ing God, his country, human- sition met a most 

courteous reception 
use the world can make of its and hearty response. 
surplus is to put it into mis- Since that  time a 
sions, and my prayer and joint committee has 
heart's desire is that  my be- been formed consist- 
loved America may lead in this ing of Dr. S. Earl  

Taylor, Dr. D. D: For- 
syth, Mr. Gyrus D. 
Foss, Mr. John T. 
Stone, Dr. John F. 

R. Lambuth, D.D., Dr. F'. S. Parker, and 
Dr. T. N. Ivey. 

This committee has been busy with pre- 
liminary preparations and will be ready to 
present plans to the General Conference 
next May for its consideration. 

Our bishops a t  their meeting in Septem- 
ber, 1917, took the following action rela- 
tive to this matter: "The College of Bish- 
ops is in heartiest sympathy with the  m o v e  
ment under the direction of the Board of 
Missions to celebrate in con junction with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church the one 
hundredth anniversary of the beginning of 
foreign missions by the Methodists of the 
United States, and this College .will do all 

Goucher, Dr. L. C. Murdock, Rev. R. A .  , 
Ward, of the Methodist ~p i s copa l  Church, 
and Bishop James Atkihs, D.D., Miss ~ e i l e  
H. Bennett, Dr. W. B. Beauchamp, Dr. W. 
W. Pinson, Dr. John M. Moore, Dr. E. B. 
Chappell, Mr. John R. Pepper, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

This committee has had several meet- 
ings, and plans a re  well under way for 
making the celebration nation-wide and 
for full cooperation in such phases as a re  
of common interest. 

That our own Methodism may worthily 
keep this missionary jubilee, the committee 
has undertaken to make adequate prepara- 
tion. A complete survey of the  fields, for- 
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eign and home, is being made; preparation 
of a suitable literature has been under- 
taken; preliminary meetings of leaders will 
be held to work out plans for the  occasion; 
and other things necessary will require the 
whole of 1918 and the cooperation of the 
entire Church. 

Methodism has been from the beginning 
a missionary Church. A consideration of 
its Arst century of organized missions will 
-include the complete survey of its mar- 
velous expansion and extension in home 
and foreign lands. Any adequate and wor- 
thy celebration of this centenary, there- 
fore, must be carried out by the entire 
Church. The most obscure Church in the 
connection should share in the thanksgiv- 
ing, the intercession, and the girding for 
service which the occasion will inspire. It 
should be the earnest purpose of all our 
leaders in every department of the Church 

' to secure this result. 
The centenary proper will be in 1 9 1 9  

and 1920. ~ w b  years' time is all too brief 
. for bringing two million members and the 

people among whom we labor face to face 
with a century of missionary achievement 
and the  opportunities and responsibilities 
that  a re  on the threshold of the new cen- 
tury. 

There could not be a more auspicious 
time for such a celebration. The world is 
in the agonies of transformation. Chris- 

tianity is facing the severest test the world 
has yet offered. It is a time to rediscover 
the fundamental sources of power and effi- 
ciency, to seek the light of history to 
guide us in the overwhelming task that  is 
upon us. If this world war has called for 
the spirit of heroic sacrifice to a new ideal 
of world service, how much louder will the 
call be a t  its close for giving to a stricken 
and heartsick world the gospel on a scale 
0 4  which we have not yet dreamed! 

If  Methodism is to bear her  part  in this 
great task of world reconstruction, she 
must be strong beyond mere human re- 
sources. Her spiritual life must be puri- 
fied and strengthened. Our aim should be, 
therefore, first of all, to call the Church 
to her knees. We must remember tha t  
every great movement in the  history of 
the Church has been grounded in prayer, 
and our first aim should be to recover for 
our Church what has been called the "lost 
a r t  of intercession." The first desire and 
request of the committee, therefore, is tha t  
unceasing prayer be made for a great spir- 
itual awakening to characterize the  cen- 
tenary. The Church has never in its his- 
tory had such an  opportunity nor such a 
call a s  this historic review of a century and 
this facing up to the task of the new-cen- 
tury present. Shall we have the wisdom 
to "know what Israel ought to do" and the 
"power to will and to do it"? 

New Textbooks for Sunday Schools. 
JAPAN is to be the special subject for 

missionary lessons and programs in the 
seventeen thousand Sunday schools in 
Southern Methodism in 1918. A series of 

- three textbooks, each covering a quarter's 
work, has been prepared for this purpose 
and will be widely used. "Japan, the Key 
to the East" is the book for seniors, "He- 
roes of Faith. in Japan" is for interme- 
diates, and "Boys and Girls of an  Island 
Empire" will delight the juniors. 

~ x ~ e n s e  and labor have not been spared 
in the production of these studies. Dr. E. 
L. Pell, of Richmond, Va., the  well-known 
Sunday school writer and commentator, 
was employed to produce them and spent 
months in collecting the necessary data and 
putting i t  in the most striking and at- 
tractive form. There has been prepared 
also a book of programs for primaries 
entitled "About Little Folks in Japan," 

' which will be invaluable in laying the 
foundations of missionary interest in the 
hearts of the little tots. 

The books for seniors and intermediates 
are  twenty cents each, pupils and teachers 
using the same book. Those for juniors 
and primaries a r e  t e ~  cents each and twen- 
ty-five cents for "Teachers' Handbooks" to 
correspond. -No class or  Sunday school 
will make a mistake in substituting one 
or more of these books for one quarter 
of the regular lessons. Last year a similar 
series on China was studied, and more than 
twenty thousand copies were sold. A much 
wider use of the series on Japan is expect- 
ed. They a re  printed and sold by Smith 
& Lamar, our Publishing Agents, Nashville, ' 
Dallas, Richmona. ,, 

"A Handful of Facts about Japan" is 
prepared for the  use of missionary work- 
ers, Sunday school officers and teachers. 
It is free to pastors, teachers, and leaders. 
Quantities 'for distribution may be had a t  
fifty cents per hundred, postpaid. Write 
the Board of Missions, 810 Broadway, 
Nashville, Tenn. 



A s  Viscount Ishii Sees It. 
VISCOUXT ISHII, head of the  Japanese 

mission which visited t he  United States a 
fen. weeks ago, gave out  tlie following 
significant s ta tement  just before departing 
for  his homeland, confirming fully t he  
view expressed above: "The venomous 
gossip t h a t  ba s  for  a decade endeavored 
to  lreep our  nations apar t ,  t he  difference 
between us  in  tlie past, t he  misunderstand- 
ings and  t h e  misinformation which so eas- 
ily find credence, have perhaps caused 
doubt and  suspicion to  influence, to  some 
extent, t h e  people of your country and  
ours;  bu t  now, returning to our  homeland, 
n7e can carry the message of absolute as- 
surance t ha t  the t r u e  hear t  of America 
has  no t  been reached by t he  blight which 
ha s  menaced u s  both, and  t h a t  f rom now 
through al l  t ime Japan  and  America, in  
friendly council together,  will follow 
steadfastly the  path  which leads to  t he  
fa i r  fields of sweet content, each protect- 
ed by the other and  protecting the other 
from t h e  enemy. . . . Let  us  see to  it t ha t  
no enemy tongue or  intr igue can at any  
t ime throughout t he  years do anything to  
divide us." 

"His Works Do Follow Him." 
REV. GEORGE N. BUFFINGTON, who passed 

a+ay on November 1 9  a t  his home in Er- 
langer,  Ky., was one of Gocl's noblemen. 
F o r  some years a s  a n  i t inerant  preacher, a 
member of t h e  Kentucky Conference, and  
la ter  a s  a fa rmer  and  business man (hav- 
ing taken t he  supernumerary relation be- 
cause of failing hea l th ) ,  he m7as, first and 
always, a great  Christian. I n  1871 h e  was 
married t o  Miss Eloise Reid, sister of t he  
late Dr. C. F. Reid, a n d  the two through 
a rarely happy married life of forty-six 
years maintained a home tha t  n7as a bless- 
ing to mult i tudes and  especially to  the  
many missionaries from foreign lands who 
found shelter  there. 

Like his fa ther  before him, who gave 
thousands of dollars to  missions in b4exico 
and  establislied Bufington Institute,  now 
Soochow University, in China, the  de- 
ceased was deeply interested in  missions, 
giving liberally t o  this  cause during his  
life and  leaving to  t he  Board of b4issiolls 
tlie major  pa r t  of his  estate. His wife, 
two l)rotliers, and  a sister survive him. 

Millions for Missions. 
3'lonr: than three  million dollars n7as the  

aggregate raised for  foreign missions by 
the  Northern ~ l e t h o d i s t  Church dur ing the  
last  fiscal year. Of this  sum, t h e  General 
Board received in  regular gifts $1,326,- 
6 1 0  ancl in specials $549,467, no t  includ- 

ing $64,226 fo r  nrar  relief. Tlie to ta l  was 
$1,940,304, a ne t  increise  of $q,047 over 
tlie receipts for  the  previous year. TEe 
TVoman's Foreign i\lissionary Society 
achieved a total  of $1,175,75S, a gain of 
$14 1,9 S 7. Tlie TVoman's Home blissionary 
Society received from all sources $1,0 8 4 ;- 
406, a gain of $93,169. The  ATezo. York 
Christian Advocate says in comment : .  
"The total for  missions thus  f a r  reported 
( t o  nrhich must  be added t he  'large receipts 
of the  Board of Home b'Iissions and  Church 
Extension, no t  yet  reported) '  ' is $4,200,- 
4 6 s .  If for  a moment t h e  tota l  s taggers 
you, stop and  thinlr t h a t  there  a r e  almost  
exactly that number  of members in  the  
bletliodist Episcopal Church!" 

How Can Your Church Help the Soldiers? 
TI-IE Christians of America have never 

had a greater  opportunity and  challenge 
than t ha t  afforded by t he  mobilization 
into military service of millions of our  
young men. God pity us  if nre fail! Here. 
a r e  some suggestions a s  to  how the  local 
Church may help: 

"Iceep a n  honor roll of those in  serv- ; 

ice; post coi~spicuously. \ 

"Appoint gocd ~ o r r e s ~ o i ~ d e n t s  to  keep 
them in  touch with the Church at home. 

"Send calendars, books, local papers,. 
and  Christmas gifts to  those in service. . 

"Give t he  pastor leave of absence t o  
visit the  camps. 

"Keep t he  Y. I T .  C. A. Secretaries in- 
formed of the  men from your Church. 

"Read from the  pulpit  t he  let ters  f rom 
those a t  the front.  

"Hold prayer meetings for  them and  
remember special needs and  individuals by 
name. 

"TTTelcome all  nrho serve t he  flag, espe- 
cially those who represent you. 

"If near  a n  a rmy camp, cooperate heart- 
ily in every effort to  safeguard t h e  sol- 
diers and  to  throw around them n71101e- 
some Christian influences. 

"Encourage and practics a degree of 
liberality never lrnon-n before in  t he  sup- 
port  of the  Red Cross, tlie Y. &I. C. A., and 
every other accredited agency, denomina- 
tional or  otliern-ise, for  proilloting the  
pllysical and spiritual welfare of t he  a rmy  
and navy. 

"Pray u.nceasingly for a righteous peace 
a t  the  earliest possible moment and  fo r  
  reservation from any unchristian spirit  
in the  p~'osecution of t he  vlar." 

National Pro1;ibition Amendment Wins. 
TIII;: passage by t he  L o ~ ~ l e r  '13ouse of 

Congress on December 1 7  of t he  national  
prohibition amendment  previously passed 






























































