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Disprop

The following, from Rev. George R.
Loehr, of Huchow, China, may well
make us question if there is not criminal
disproportion between our giving to the
work of the Church at home and our
meager support of the gospel propaganda
abroad. Is there not ground here for the
charge of spiritual selfishness? Might
we not well seek to maintain a more
equal proportion between what we do for
ourselves and what we do for others?

Our work suffers—vea, languishes—because
of inadequate equipment. We need good
churches that will attract the well-to-do class-
es and induce them to attend the services.
Just any kind of a house will not do for a
church, and until we get better preaching
places the work will be painfully retarded.
While in America on furlough I saw the fine,
handsome churches and was envious. I con-
trasted them with our miserable, little, dark,
damp, floorless, windowless houses that we call
chapels; and my heart was made. inexpressibly
sad. I read in the Church papers that a thirty-
thousand-dollar church is being built in one
place, that a two-hundred-and-ten-thousand-
dollar church has just been completed in an-
other place, and that a fifty-thousand-doliar
church was dedicated in a certain city. I can
buat wish that those same congregations would
give at least ten per cent of what they put into
their churches to build churches in the mission
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fields. If we had good buildings in many
places, 1 verily believe that in a few vears the
churches would be self-sustaining.
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Miss Nannie B. Gaines, Principal of
Hiroshima Girls’ School, writes in simi-
lar vein:

When one sees the great need here and
realizes how many thousands of the people
have no chance even to hear, then turns to-
ward America and in vision sees the many
magnificent houses of worship, built under the
shadow of one another, often without enough
worshipers all together to fill the auditorium
of ecither, it seems that there must be something
wrong in our conception of Christ’s teaching.
While our girls are living in dormitories that
are falling down with age and decay and still
others are asking to come in even so, but
must be refused for lack of room, thoughts
will wander back to the luxurious houses of
many of our Methodist schools in America, to
say nothing of the luxuries of the home, so
considered a few vyears ago, but become ne-
cessities now, and somehow things do not
seem to be balanced up.

More than one-third of the 315,000,000
of India never know, from the cradle to
the grave, what it is to have enough to
eat. Over 100,000,000 live at the rate
of one cent a day per head.
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Woman’s Congress of Missions.

MI1SS5 MABEL HEAD.

The Woman’s Congress of Missions,
held in San Francisco, Cal., Tune 6-13,
under the auspices of the Federation of
Woman’s Iforeign Mission DBoards, the
Council of Women for Home Missions,
and the Committec of One Hundred,
representing the IFederation of Churches,
was a great success. The sessions were
held in the Tirst Congregational Church
and were attended by more than two
thousand registered delegates. Our own
Board was represented by Miss IEstelle
Haskin and the writer.

The morning scssions were devoted
chiefly to mission study and methods.
Some very practical suggestions were
offered in the method hours, which T
hope may find place in our literature
during the year. Mrs. Montgomery, in
her usual charming manner, presented
her last book, “The King’s Highway,” a
foreign mission texthoolk ; and Mrs. Waid
gave a strong presentation of the new
home mission book, “Home Missions in
Action.” The topic for each day was
studied from the two standpoints of
home and foreign missions, illustrating
the essential oneness of these two
branches of the same enterprise. In this,
the first great meeting in which they have
been presented side by side, i1t was clear-
ly evident that neither suffered, but rath-
er that each was strengthened by such
presentation.

The afternoons and cvenings were
given largely to inspirational addresses.
In these hours, too, hoth phases of the
work were presented side by side. One
evening was given to a trip to Chinatown
and a visit to the various missions for
Orientals, and another evening was given
to a presentation of “The Pageant of
Home Missions,” arranged by Mrs.
IEdith Allen. This will be printed; and
it will surely be popular, since it can
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readily be given by missionary societies.
(Cn the last evening a peace program was
rendered, with addresses by Bishop
Hughes and Mrs. Montgomery. The
peace pageant was given on the Exposi-
tion grounds before the Congress began.
It 1s most effective, but requires a great
many participants and a large stage or
amphitheater.

Many missionaries were present and
were heard with profit, among them Dr.
Mary Riggs Noble, who will be remem-
bered as one of the jubilee speakers of a
few years ago. At one time there were
thirty-seven missionaries on the plat-
form, representing many fields at home
and abroad. A day was given to young
people’s work, and in the evening a de-
lightful supper for young women was
served. The noonday Bible lessons by
Dr. I'rancis were exceptionally fine.

The last day of the Congress was
known on the IExposition grounds as
Congress of Missions Day. The mem-
bers of the Congress and the Committee
of One Hundred marched to I‘estival
Hall, where a program was given and
medals were presented. Thence we pro-
ceeded to the Palace of IEducation for a
view of the missionary exhibit. The line
of march is said to have been the longest
secen on the grounds up to that time
comprising a single body of workers.
All who observed 1t, of whom there were
many thousands, were surely impressed
with the fact that missions 1s to-day
among the great enterprises of the
world.

The delegates were entertained by
California women at a delightful lunch-
con in the beautiful California building.
Mrs. TFrederick Sanborn, President of
the Woman's Board of the Exposition,
presided and thrilled us by a simple re-
view of the work of that Board. It has
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a wcll-organized system for the protec-
tion of girls and women traveling alone,
employing thirty-two special workers as
travelers’ aids and inspecting boarding
and rooming houses from time to time
to see that they are safe. One of the
finest pieces of work done by this Board
has been the assistance given in making
the Zone, which is the “midway” of the
Exposition, a clean and wholesome place
of amusement.

Many times during the Congress we
recalled the beginnings of organized mis-
sion work among women, a little more
than fifty years ago, and gave honor to
the pioneers who blazed the way to the
great achievements of the present. “Be-
hold what God hath wrought!”

A New Word about the Voice.

We take pleasure in sending to the
women of the Church a new word about
the Miss1oNARY VOICE.

Mrs. E. B. Chappell, of Nashville,
Tenn., has been elected editor of the
pages bearing upon the women’s work
and, with Mr. Eleazer, the managing
editor, is making enthusiastic plans for
the improvement of the paper.

Articles bearing upon the topics in the
Yearbook will continue to appear month-
ly in “Our Own Land” and in “Regions
Beyond”; and the “Home Base” will
contain the program, the Bible lesson,
and helpful plans and methods of auxil-
1ary work.

No effort will be spared to make the
Voick indispensable to the women of the
auxiliaries and interesting and valuable
to all the men and women of the Church
who are interested in the religious activ-
ities of our day.

The success of the MisstoNArRYy VOICE
depends upon the cooperation of the
pastors, the ecarnestness and fidelity of

the agents in the auxiliaries, and the loy-

alty of the members of the Church. We

appreciate this codperation and bespeak a
like effort, with even greater enthusiasm,
for the future. Subscribe for the Voicz!
Read the Voice!! Work for the
Voice!!! Help to make it the best
missionary magazine published by any

board.

An Opportunity without a Parallel.

It has been said over and over that the
present missionary opportunity in China
1s almost without a parallel. We have
every reason to believe it. During the
past four years the membership of our
Church in China increased eighty-three
per cent. This in spite of the fact that
we have been able, through lack of suffi-
cient force and equipment, to touch only
the fringe of our opportunity. I‘or every
door that we have entered we have passed
by ten. In the territory which we oc-
cupy, with its twenty million people,
friendly and receptive, we have one mis-
stonary to each three hundred thousand.
With anything like an adequate occu-
pation of the field, no man can estimate
what the ingathering would have been.
Against this increase of eighty-three
per cent in four years put the fact that
the membership of our whole great
Church, with seven thousand active
preachers, great institutions of learn-
ing, and multiplied agencies for evan-
gelism and social service, showed an in-
crease of less than seven per cent for
the same period. Then question, if you
can, the success and worth-whileness of
the missionary enterprise.

Refusing Calls for Lack of Funds.

Calls have come from many places for the
opening of new work, but we had to refuse
nearly all of them for lack of funds. At the
very time when we should be expanding and
putting forth some of our best efforts we
are obliged to do nothing but barely preserve
what we have. A large and liberal contribu-
tion from the Church at home right at the
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beginning of this new era in China's history
would lay foundations that would tell not only
on the future of China’s national history, but
in the larger work of building up the kingdom

of God.—JI. 4. G. Shipley, Shanghai.

This is the tragedy of our mission
work everywhere. This it is that drives
missionaries often to the point of
despair, that wrings their hearts and
makes them doubt the interest of the
Church at home. Harder than the work
or the privation they must endure 1s this
constant and crushing sense of opportu-
nity neglected, of obligation that cannot
be met. Would that the Church at home
could be made to see conditions as the
missionary sees them! Then, indeed,
would the problem of the world’s evan-
gelization soon be solved.

Is the Country Church Decadent?

We are reading a great deal in the
home mission literature of the day about
the decadent country Church. Doubtless
there is some foundation for the alarm,
particularly in certain sections. We
wonder, however, if the danger is not
sometimes overrated. It is a well-known
fact that the proportion of Church mem-
bership in the country is much higher
than in the cities. That the standard of
individual Christian character is on the
average lower in the country would be a
difficult proposition to maintain.

It is true that the country Church la-
bors under some disadvantages, but these
may readily be overrated. They are per-
haps more seeming than real, certainly
more superficial than fundamental.
Christianity of a high type is not depend-
ent upon city sidewalks, steam-heated
churches, and pipe organs, nor even upon
pulpit oratory. Its essentials are far
different from and deeper than these
mere incidentals. Indeed, 1t is not at all
certain but that the country, all things
considered, has the best of it as a con-
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genial atmosphere for the development
of genuine Christian character.

That the country Church might profit
by an effort to keep more closely in
touch with the great religious move-
ments and problems of the age cannot
be denied. Foreign missions, home mis-
sions, social service in all its phases,
Christian education, even the problems
of the city, might well be more generally
and thoroughly studied by the country
Church. We cannot believe, however,
that even along these lines the average
country Church in the South is decadent.
Rather we feel sure it is advancing,
enlarging the range of its vision and
interest, and throwing itself more and
more into the great world currents of
the kingdom.

The Voice would be glad to have the
views of its readers on this subject, rep-
resenting all sections of our great field.
Is the country Church in Southern Meth-
odism on the decline? Is rural Chris-
tianity in danger? If so, what are the
forces that are bringing about this de-
plorable condition? More important vyet,
what means may be taken to arrest the
decline and place the country Church in
the front line of the religious forces of
our country, where it belongs?

Chinese Give Liberally to Methodist School.

While Miss Helen Richardson, Prin-
cipal of McTyeire School, Shanghai, was
visiting in Peking recently, she was en-
tertained in the home of the Vice Presi-
dent of China. The Vice President ex-
pressed himself as desirous of making a
liberal contribution to the extension of
McTyeire and asked that a subscription
blank be sent to him. Five thousand
dollars was recently contributed by a
Chinese gentleman and his mother, who
have promised soon to make another
contribution of the same amount.







































































































































