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Promoting the Ministry of Memory
Hello everyone! I am DarEll Weist. I am the newly elected President of
the Western Jurisdictional United Methodist Commission of Archives
and History. I have been the Chair of the California-Pacific Conference
Commission of Archives and History for the last three years and have
been on the Conference Commission for the last 7 years. I was delighted to be elected as President of the Western Jurisdictional Commission
at the recent meeting of the Jurisdictional Commission in Colorado
Springs. I look forward working with all of you as we make real "THE
MINISTRY OF MEMORY OF THE UNITED METHODIST.
I will be talking with many of the Chairs of the Conference Commissions in our Western Jurisdiction in the
next couple of weeks. The question that I will be asking them is: "What are the ways The Jurisdictional
Commission can help you do a better job with your Conference Archives?"
This question is a dangerous one since I asked one of local churches, who have their own Archives, that
question. Their answer was that they need an online digital archive for the storage of their archival
material. Well this is a request which is going to take a bit of research but it is the kind of request which
will help us do a better job as United Methodist Archivists. Maybe we do need a dedicated Methodist
Archival storage place in the CLOUD.
All of our Annual Conference sessions are just around
the corner. Let me make a suggestion for a program. I
know Rocky Mountain and Cal-Pac are doing this program. I would urge other Conferences to also do this program too. This is recognizing the Anniversaries of the
Elder's and/or Deacon's Ordination of your Clergy with a
Certificate signed by the Chair of your Commission and
your Resident Bishop. This recognition by the Annual
Conference facilitated by your Conference Archives Commission will be gratefully received especially by the Elders who are celebrating their 50th and 60th anniversaries .These retired Clergy have so little contact with
the Annual Conference that when the Conference Commission on Archives and History sends them an Anniversary Certificate, they are stunned that Conference knows
they are still alive. It is a simple, easy program which
lets people know that Ministry of Memory is important.
If you have questions or suggestions of how we can help you do a better job with your Archives do not hesitate to email me at dtw4940@gmail.com. I look forward to talking with many of you over the next four
years. Put on your calendar now, Alaska June 2017, for the next Western Jurisdictional Commission on
Archives and History meeting in conjunction with the national Historical Society.
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Methodist History, January 2015, Volume LIII Number 2 is now available for reading either in paper
copy or at the www.gcah.org website.

The Contents for this issue:

A God-Sent Movement: Methodism, Contraception,
and the Protection of the Methodist Family, 18701968 by Ashley Boggan

Prophet and Profit: John Wesley, Publishing and the
Arminian Magazine, by Brian Shetler

“Look to the rock from which you were hewn . . . .”
The United Methodist Story in its Heritage Landmarks by GCAH Staff and descriptions of the five
2012 General Conference approved heritage landmarks.

Book Review—True Christianity, The Doctrine of Dispensations in the Thought of John William Fletcher
(1729-1785) by J. Russell Frazier, 2014, Pickwick
Publications.

Norman Vincent Peale was raised as a
Methodist and ordained as a Methodist
minister in 1922. He changed his religious
affiliation to the Reformed Church in America in 1932 and began a 52-year tenure as
pastor of Marble Collegiate Church in Manhattan. He had a radio program “The Art of
Living” and under the sponsorship of the
National Council of Churches moved into
the television medium. He was the author
of The Power of Positive Thinking.

Coming in the Next Issue:



More submissions by our fellow readers



Report from the Historical Society Meeting in Illinois.

Newsletter editor:
Larry Hayden
lhaydennjuno@gmail.com
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A History of the Hope, Alaska
Methodist Church/Retreat Center
May 2015

Larry Hayden

Bertha McGhee, Founder

This booklet is available upon request.
It will be available as a PDF document on the Alaska United Methodist Conference website should
you like to download it directly. www.alaskaumc.org Under “About Us, History tab.”
For a hard copy of the booklet contact Larry Hayden at lhaydennjuno@gmail.com
This booklet was funded in part by the Western Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History
Roberts Book Fund.
Thank you.
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The Eighth Historical Convocation
Monday, July 20 – Thursday, July 23, 2015
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
Evanston, Illinois
The Eighth Historical Convocation is a joint meeting of the General Commission on Archives and
History, The Historical Society of The United Methodist Church, the North Central Jurisdiction
Commission on Archives and History, and the Commission on Archives and History of The Northern Illinois Conference of The United Methodist Church

Theme—“Diversity: It’s Complicated”
(United Methodism has always been diverse and has had a complicated
relationship with that diversity.)

(The General Commission on Archives and History will hold its annual meeting from Saturday,
July18 through Monday July 20. This schedule begins with the arrival of HSUMC, NCJCAH, and
CAHNIC on Monday, July 20)
Monday, July 20
Travel day for Historical Society and Jurisdictional Commission
1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Historical Society of The United Methodist Church Board meeting
(Dinner on your own)
7 p.m. Chapel of the Unnamed Faithful, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary (G-ETS):
Opening with greetings from area Bishop and G-ETS President and entertainment
Return to Hotel
Tuesday, July 21
Breakfast on your own
9 a.m. Room 205 G-ETS: Business meeting (Jurisdiction with HSUMC and other participants attending)

10:15 a.m. Break
10:30 a.m. Room 205 G-ETS: President’s Inaugural Lecture by Dr. Priscilla Pope Levison of
Seattle Pacific University
Noon Room 205 and grounds (including lake front) Lunch
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1 p.m. Room 205 G-ETS: Lecture by Dr. M. Rene Johnson of Michigan on Native American
Methodist preachers in the upper Midwest.
2:15 p.m. Break
2:30 p.m. Room 205 G-ETS: Business meeting (Jurisdiction with HSUMC and other
participants attending)
6 p.m. Banquet at Evanston First United Methodist Church (catered by Tre Kronor Swedish
Restaurant of Chicago) with HSUMC awards (Ministry of Memory, Saddlebag Selection), a
brief presentation on the ministry of First Church, and perhaps a facility tour with emphasis
on the Church’s new Archives Room.
Return to Hotel
Wednesday, July 22

Tour Day

The Tour Day will begin at 8:00 a.m. at the Frances Willard House and Museum in Evanston. At 8:45 a.m. we will board buses to drive by several sites significant to United Methodist
history on the Northside of Chicago. We will have lunch, a tour, and a brief program
at First United Methodist Church, Chicago (the Chicago Temple). In the afternoon, we will
drive by Southside sites and stop at the new National Park Service Pullman Neighborhood
location (including Greenstone United Methodist Church). We will finish the day with dinner at St. Mark United Methodist Church (formerly of the Lexington Conference, Central Jurisdiction).
At 7 p.m. at St. Mark, we will have a lecture by Dr. William (Bobby) McClain on the Central
Jurisdiction.
Return to Hotel
Thursday, July 23
Breakfast on your own
9 a.m. Room 205 G-ETS: Lecture by Dr. Jaeyeon Lucy Chung, Director of the United Library at G-ETS on the archival implications of the theme of the event.
10 a.m. Break
10:15 a.m. Room 205 G-ETS: Business meeting (HSUMC with Jurisdiction and other
participants attending)

Adjourn with lunch
Registration
Accommodations:
The preferred accommodations for both the General Commission and the Historical Society/
Jurisdiction Commission will be at the Hilton Garden Inn, 1818 Maple Avenue, Evanston, Illinois.
The Hilton is in downtown Evanston, less than half a mile from Garrett-ETS (there will be a shuttle
service), and convenient to the shopping and dining of a major metropolitan area. The cost will be
somewhat higher than is traditional, particularly for the Jurisdiction, but the facilities are first
rate, with king-size or two double beds, private bathroom, individual temperature controls and accessibility. The cost is $149 per night plus tax, single or double occupancy (having a roommate
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will save you 50%). There is a $10.00 surcharge for additional persons per room.

Those attending should make their own reservations by calling the hotel directly at 1-847-4756400, toll free at 1-877-STAY-HGI, or online at www.evanston.hgi.com. Request the HSUMC ANNUAL MEETING block. A group booking code will be provided for those registering on line. The
group booking code is HSUMC The deadline for hotel reservations is Friday, June 19, 2015.
However, the latest date to adjust the number of rooms without charge to HSUMC is May
22, 2015. The earlier you reserve, the better. If you need to reserve between May 22 and June 19,
please let me know at the number or e-mail below, so that we do not release your room.
For those who are driving, there is a parking garage contiguous to the hotel, with parking for
guests (cost $13 per day). For those who are flying, O’Hare International Airport is the most convenient destination. Transportation from O’Hare will be provided by the host conference both for
arrival and departure. Include requests for transportation on the registration form for the Convocation. Limited parking is available on campus. If you wish or need to drive to G-ETS, please indicate under “travel plans” on the registration form.
If you have special dietary, accessibility, or other needs, if you need suggestions for other accommodations, or if you have any other questions or concerns about accommodations, please
contact Dan Swinson directly: Daniel Swinson, Vice President, HSUMC, and coordinator of local
arrangements for the Northern Illinois Conference, e-mail: djswinson@wowway.com or
t.methodist@sbcglobal.net; cell phone: 847-772-6915.

Add on Tour Opportunity

In addition, there will be an “add-on” opportunity to visit the newly recognized Helenor Davisson
Historic Sites in northern Indiana. Rev. Davisson, a Methodist Protestant, was the first woman ordained a deacon in the UM tradition (see the home page of the General Commission on Archives
and History or the Fall 2014 issue of Historian’s Digest). On Friday, July 24, the tour group will
meet at the Trinity United Methodist Church, 107 E. Angelica St. Rensselaer, IN, at 11:00 AM Central time. Trinity is some 90 miles (two to three hours’ drive) from Evanston. After an introduction, the tour will proceed to Helenor’s grave site and two of the sites used by the Methodist
Protestants for worship (Rosebud schoolhouse and a former MP church). Lunch will be served in
the former church (now a museum) at a modest cost, followed in the afternoon by a visit to the Alter stone house in which Helenor was ordained in 1866 and the Rev. John Alter grave near Remington. Cars and drivers will be available, or you may drive your own vehicle. No charge for this
event. For further information, please contact Richard Stowe at rastowe@mstar.net or 765-7599321.
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Eighth Historical Convocation Program Registration

(Please fill out separate form for each attendee)
Name (Please print):____________________________________________________________
(as you wish it to appear on your name tag and registration list)
Address______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code:___________________________________________________________

Telephone____________________________ E-mail_________________________________

Annual Conference____________________________________________________________
Travel plans:

Special needs or requests:
Event Costs
Registration, all activities

$175.00

$_____

Registration minus Wednesday tour day

$135.00

$_____

Registration minus Tuesday banquet

$135.00

$_____

Registration, minus tour day and banquet

$ 85.00

$_____

Tuesday Banquet only

$ 45.00

$_____

Wednesday Tour Day only

$ 45.00

$_____

Commuter rate per day (lunches, snacks, staff)

$ 42.00

$_____

(program costs, banquet, tour day, lunches, snacks, etc.)

Total

$_____

Make Checks Payable to: The Northern Illinois Conference of The United Methodist Church
(NICUMC)

Send Registration and Payments to: Trinity United Methodist Church, 605 West Golf Road, Mt.
Prospect, Illinois 60056, attn. Dan Swinson. Questions, contact Dan Swinson at djswinson@wowway.com, or 847-772-6915.
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Report from the Annual Meeting of the
Western Jurisdiction Commission on Archives
and History in Colorado Springs, Colorado
April 9-12, 2015.
Highlights:
The Commission will now meet every other year.
Next one therefore will be in 2017 in Anchorage,
Alaska; then in 2019 in the Yellowstone Conference.

This was the entrance we used

Because there would be no meeting in 2016, elections were held with the following results: President: The Rev. Dr. DarEll Weist; Vice President:
Larry Hayden; Secretary: Marge Benham; Treasurer: The Rev. Dr. Jim Lewis; Newsletter Editors:
Don and Shirley Knepp.
Secretary Rev. Merlene Barner will be providing
official minutes of the meeting for approval at the
next meeting. What follows are notes and photos
taken by your newsletter editor, Larry Hayden.
Most if not all of the attendees were lodged at the
La Quinta Inn which was about 4 miles east from
the main meeting location at Calvary United
Methodist Church, where they have high security
and a large childcare program during the weekdays.

On Thursday evening a dinner was provided; Calvary
pastor Rev. David Amrie welcomed the attendees;
some business took place and then there was a
wonderful presentation by The Legendary Ladies, a
Women’s Historical Performance Organization based
in Golden, Colorado.

The bell tower with a view of Pike’s Peak
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Friday
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Friday was tour day. Most attendees rode in
a beautiful and comfortable charter bus by
Rambling Express.

First stop was at the Air Force Academy and
exploration of the Barry Goldwater Visitor Center
and the Chapel. The upstairs portion of the
chapel is the largest service area for the
Protestant program; downstairs is a Catholic
chapel about half the size of the Protestant; and
the Jewish and Buddhist chapels share the other
half space. All were beautifully meditative.
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Then it was off to Palmer Lake and Pinecrest
Camp. Dan Edwards talked about and showed a
PowerPoint visual about the history of the area
from the 1880s until the 1970s. These were the
Chautauqua Years. Rev. Nancy Mead added a
fascinating perspective on the place.

Garden of the Gods was next on the tour. This
was a dedicated park area with many trails that
twisted around outcrops of rock. Some areas of
these rocks were great for climbers. Falcons are
nesting in other areas. There were many interesting kinds of flora.

We ended the tour portion of the day at The Castle
at Glen Eyrie. Glen Eyrie is an English Tudor-style
castle built by the railroad magnet General William
Jackson Palmer, the founder of Colorado Springs
and was a social centerpiece for the newly developing community of Colorado Springs. The most
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recent owners of the Conference, Retreat, Bed and
Breakfast property is The Navigators, a worldwide
Christian para-church organization headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Its purpose
is the discipling of Christians with a particular
emphasis on enabling them to share their faith
with others.

More information about these places can be found
by doing internet searches on your computer or
hard copies in the library.
www.pinecresteventcenter.com;
www.legendaryladies.org; www.navigators.org;
www.gardenofgods.com; www.usafa.af.mil;
www.gleneyrie.org; www.calvary-umc.org.
Dinner Friday evening was served at First United
Methodist Church in downtown Colorado Springs.
Besides the fabulous library and archive room,
the church is downtown and therefore has to have
armed security guards as part of their budget.
Brenda Hawley and Gretchen Lloyd both
spoke. The history of the church was given. The
church was founded in 1871 and was the first
Methodist Church in Colorado Springs. As it grew,
the church needed to move to three different sites.
The current site is on Nevada Avenue and the
building was built in 1939 and has been expanded and remodeled three times. The building style
is Romanesque Revival. The church has a broad
outreach ministry, as well as varied compassionate ministries. In the mountains the John Wesley
Ranch/Camp is used for many children's and
youth activities. We toured the church and saw
the magnificent organ in the sanctuary and the
two Tiffany windows, one in the sanctuary and
one in the chapel. The reason they are unique is
that Tiffany glass is chipped rather than stained,
therefore they have bars of metal at points to
catch the chips if they start to fall.

Saturday was business day. After devotions by
MaryEtta Moore, Dale Patterson presented a workshop dealing with why history matters. History is
entertainment, inspiration. We can learn from our
mistakes. History can provide ones identity. History
provides our need to know. We are the vehicle to
excite church membership. We can use books,
displays and create scrapbooks. We can celebrate
events. We can promote Heritage Sunday. We should
focus on one topic at a time. We could self-write a
blog to document history with text, music, photos,
and videos and should be done on a consistent basis
like for a year at least. Popular blogs are on WordPress, Blogger and Tumblr. Dale suggested other
techniques about a blog and urged users to keep
things on the blog brief.

MaryEtta

Dale
After the break, General Secretary Fred Day presented his report on the General Commission activities.
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This WJ meeting was his first Commission meeting in his 9 months in office and he was pleased
by the presentations and conference reports
(provided elsewhere in this newsletter-(minus
Cal-Nev and Yellowstone)). He cited the Book of
Discipline mission as Preserve and Promote and
these he will facilitate. The General Commission
plans to use social media more in the time ahead.
The GC advocates for historic sites and landmarks; and provides grants and awards. He
referred to Isaiah 51:1.

called the "Little White Church," and Catharine became Seattle's first teacher and school administrator.
After the January 1856 Battle of Seattle (a conflict
with Indians), the Blaines left for missionary duty in
Portland. They returned to Seattle in retirement in
1882. He was active in the Seattle area starting in
1853.
A paper is being written relaying his story. One was
previously done by Richard Seiber in the April 1963
edition of Methodist History.

Reverend David E. Blaine (1824-1900), 1875
Photo by Asahel Curtis, Courtesy UW Special Collections (Neg.
CUR1223

Shirley Knepp from the Oregon Idaho Conference
read some excerpts from the diary journal of
David Blaine and made relevant comments. The
following and the photo comes from
www.HistoryLink.org
Blaine, David (1824-1900) and Catharine Paine
Blaine (1829-1908)
HistoryLink.org Essay 1447
David Blaine and Catharine Paine Blaine came to
Seattle from Seneca Falls, New York, the site of
America's first women's rights convention, in
which Catharine Paine participated. The Blaines
were Methodist missionaries who arrived in Seattle in 1853 via the Isthmus of Panama sea
route. David founded Seattle's first church,

The Rev. Jim Campbell spoke for half an hour about
the importance of Methodist history in the area. Retired Pastor Campbell recently published the book
“The Chair” which was featured in the JanuaryFebruary 2015 issue of The Western Circuit Rider. He
has lived in Beulah, Colorado for some time and did a
history on the Beulah United Methodist Church. He
talked about the relationships with the Yute Indians
and Women on the frontier. He mentioned how the
Denver South Conference was created. Many people
came to the Colorado area who had tuberculosis who
thought the environment would help them cope with
the illness. He talked about how the Deaconess’ gave
money to build a sanatorium and helped establish
the National Deaconess School of Nursing. Wikipedia
writes in part: "America the Beautiful" is an American patriotic song. The lyrics were written by
Katharine Lee Bates, and the music was composed by
church organist and choirmaster Samuel A. Ward.
Bates originally wrote the words as a poem, "Pikes
Peak", first published in the Fourth of July edition of
the church periodical The Congregationalist in 1895.
Jim mentioned we should all be proud of this musical
creation in our midst.
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The Archivist, Audit, and Resolution Committees
then did their business.
A summary of business decisions: Minutes from
the Pasadena meeting April 11-14, 2013 were approved; Audit Committee needs to finish up some
research, a $200 expenditure to publish a history
of the Hope, Alaska Methodist Church was approved; the Treasurer’s Report indicated a general
fund balance of $7,199.28 and a Robert’s Book
Fund balance of $723.83; a reimbursement for
expenses to officers attending the meeting was
raised from $50 to $100; we decided to meet every other year; and we elected officers. Thanks
was given to outgoing officers and especially President Jim Walker for his enthusiasm and dedication.

Dinner was served and a program of a short video
entitled “Pilgrimage to the Sand Lake Massacre
National Historic Site” then followed.
Sunday a few attendees participated in the praise
worship service at Calvary.
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