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the College of West AfriCA

MonroviA, liBeriA
 

The College of West Africa (CWA), a college preparatory high school in 
Monrovia, Liberia, and the second oldest secondary school in the country, 
has prepared leaders for all levels of government, business, and social ser-
vices.  Several well-known people, including current President of Liberia, 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (first female President of Liberia), and current Vice-
President, Joseph N. Boakai, are graduates of the College of West Africa.

The school was first envisioned by the Rev. Melville B. Cox, the first mis-
sionary to be sent to a foreign country by the Methodist Episcopal Missionary 
Society.  Cox set sail in November, 1832, and arrived in Monrovia on March 
8, 1833.  Only three days after his arrival, he entered four goals for his min-
istry in his Journal, the third being:

To establish a school here [that is at Monrovia] which will connect with it agriculture 
and the arts.  I propose the Maine Wesleyan Seminary [now known as Kents Hill 
School] as a model as near as may be.  There should be a large farm which should 
in a few years support the whole school.  There must also be shoemakers, tanners, 
blacksmiths, carpenters, etc.

Though Cox only lived four short months after his arrival in Liberia, 
he did manage to establish the Methodist Episcopal Church of Liberia and 
those who followed eventually carried out all of his goals, including the es-
tablishment of a school.  CWA, organized in the 1830s, and formally opened 
in 1839 as the “Liberia Conference Seminary” with Jabez A. Burton as the 
principal, eventually became known as the “Monrovia Seminary.”  For many 
years the school offered both elementary and secondary classes.
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In 1898, the Conference authorized a reorganization of the educational 
program so that much needed courses in normal and ministerial training could 
be offered.  The name of the school was changed from “Monrovia Seminary” 
to the “College of West Africa.”  In 1904, the school was granted a charter 
with the “aim to impart thorough and practical knowledge in the following 
departments: Collegiate, Theological, Industrial, and Normal.”  The college 
was also authorized to grant degrees.  For about twenty years liberal arts 
courses were offered with a degree after successful completion of four years’ 
work.  In the late 1920s, R. L. Embree reorganized the program of the school, 
limiting its instruction to the high school level.  It remains today as a col-
lege preparatory high school serving about 1,400 students.  During Embree’s 
administration a spacious and well-constructed building, “Cox Memorial,” 
was dedicated in 1933, on the centennial of the arrival of Melville B. Cox.  
The school stands today as a lasting memorial to Cox’s memory.  It is a 
sister Heritage Landmark to the Cox Memorial United Methodist Church in 
Hallowell, Maine, USA, the home church of Melville Cox.

Points of interest at this Heritage Landmark: At the 2011 Liberia Annual 
Conference, the College of West Africa was approved as United Methodist 
Historic Site #457, one of only six such historic sites outside of the United 
States.  The historic site marker can be seen on the inside wall facing the 
front door of the school.

Before he sailed for Liberia, Melville Cox told a friend that should he 
die in Liberia, the friend should should write his epitaph.  “What,” asked the 
friend, “should the epitaph say?”  Cox replied, “Let a thousand fall before 
Africa be given up.”  A stained glass window dedicated to Cox and his min-
istry, including his immortal words, can be found in the school’s auditorium. 

Area attractions: Just down the block on Ashmun Street is the First United 
Methodist Church of Liberia, the first Methodist church in Liberia, which 
was founded in March, 1822, by some members of the first contingent of 
88 settlers that sailed from Baltimore, Maryland, USA, to locate a home for 
black Americans as a part of the newly organized Colonization Movement.  
This is the home church of Liberian President, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

Just a few blocks down Center Street is the Palm Grove Cemetery in the 
middle of the city of Monrovia where Melville B. Cox and other early mis-
sionaries are buried.  Cox’s gravesite has just been restored by the staff of the 
College of West Africa after a part of it had been stolen. 

To visit: Contact CWA President Richard G. Wiah Sr., +2316564872.

Location: CWA located in downtown Monrovia at the corner of Ashmun 
and Center Streets.

Food and lodging: Various places in the area.  Details are not available. 

Directions: Should be available in Liberia.
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For further information, contact: CWA President Richard G. Wiah, Sr., 
+2316564872.  For more information regarding the current high school 
program, go to http://ethertontech.com/ilab/2011-summer-web-challenge/
CWA.
        

To learn more about United Methodist history in this area: Current Bishop 
John W. Innis is in the process of writing the first history of Methodism in 
Liberia.  When this book is completed, it will give a comprehensive view of 
the development of Methodist in this country.
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MAry Johnston hospitAl

MAnilA, philippines

Mary Johnston Hospital is the only Methodist Church hospital in the 
whole of the Philippines and has been serving for 105 years in Tondo where 
the majority of the patients are poor. 

The establishment of the hospital “Dispensaria Betania” (Bethany Clinic), 
was the church’s response to the lack of sanitation, drinking water and prop-
er nutrition in the Philippines in 1906.  The Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society sent Dr. Rebecca Parish, from Logansport, Indiana, as a medical 
missionary and became the first female doctor in the country. 

In 1908, when Dr. Parish asked for help in the building of a real hospital, 
Mrs. Bishop Joyce, then secretary of the Philippine Desk of the WFMS, 
approached Mr. Daniel S. B. Johnston of St. Paul, Minnesota and asked him 
to build a much-needed hospital in Manila in memory of his wife, Mary 
Johnston. 

Over the course of time, the national government on several occasions 
expressed its thanks for the hospital’s mission and introduced a bill passed 
by the Philippines Legislature giving the hospital financial aid and allowing 
the lease to the hospital of land in order to extend its services.  The hospital 
was completely destroyed by fire in February, 1945, and on September 3, 
1949, the cornerstone for the present hospital was laid. 

On August 26, 1950, the new building was inaugurated by the late 
Philippine President Elpidio Quirino when he said, “I wish there were more 
hospitals in the country that could render as much service as this hospital has 
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rendered.”
The hospital is credited with drastically reducing infant mortality with its 

advice on proper nutrition, care, and sanitation. During the early history of 
the hospital, Dr. Parish was the central figure and guiding light, never giving 
up even when funds were low.  She also established the first nurses’ training 
in the country. 

The Hospital was recognized by the National Historical Institute of the 
Philippines as a historical landmark on December 8, 2006.

Location:  1221 Juan Nolasco St., Tondo, Manila, Philippines.

For further information, contact:  Chairperson of the Commission on 
Archives and History of the Philippines Annual Conference.

To learn more about United Methodist history in this area:  Methodism in 
the Philippines: A Century of Faith and Vision, published by the Philippines 
Central Conference, The United Methodist Church, 2003.
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old MutAre Mission

MutAre ZiMBABWe

The town of Mutare was originally founded in 1891 but when a proposed 
railway line from Beira could not be constructed through the site it was de-
cided to move the settlement to a different location situated on the railway 
line.  When Cecil Rhodes was asked what he intended to do with the old site, 
he said, “We will turn it into a Mission.”  

Rhodes met Bishop Joseph Crane Hartzell and invited the bishop to speak 
at the official opening of the railway at Bulawayo.  Cecil Rhodes urged him 
to visit the original site of the settlement with the thought of establishing 
mission work there.  Bishop Hartzell arrived by horse on December 10, 1897. 

On December 12, 1897, the bishop conducted the Methodist Service in a 
general store building.  There were thirty-five men and five women present.  
After looking over the old site and the new city, Bishop Hartzell went to 
London and met with Cecil Rhodes.  

On March 21, 1898, an agreement was signed with the British South 
Africa Company for the establishment of a mission at the old site of the 
town of Mutare, turning over to the Methodist Episcopal Church eight good 
buildings and 13,000 acres of land.  The official opening of the Old Mutare 
Mission took place on October 7 and 8, 1899. 

When a location was to be chosen for Africa University following the 
General Conference of 1988, a 600 acre estate adjacent to Old Mutare 
Mission was chosen, fulfilling the vision of Bishop Hartzell, that children 
with books would be walking in that valley.
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Points of interest at this Heritage Landmark: The buildings that currently 
serve as a school, medical facility, and other structures related to its mission 
work. Africa University is nearby. 

Area attractions: The campus of Africa University. 

To visit: No special arrangements need to be made. 

Location: Off Nyanga Road opposite Africa University.

For further information, contact: Rev. Sophirina Sign, Zimbabwe East 
Annual Conference, No. 9 Second Street, PO Box 666, Mutura, Zimbabwe. 
+263-20-64043/65714; signsophirina@yahoo.com.

To learn more about United Methodist history in this area:
Eben Kanukayi Nhiwatiwa, Humble Beginnings: A Brief History of The 
United Methodist Church, Zimbabwe, Gleanings from the Heritage of The 
United Methodist Church in Zimbabwe, Celebrating the Centennial, 1997.
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neWtoWn indiAn united Methodist ChurCh

okMulgee, oklAhoMA

Okmulgee Newtown Church has had a presence among the Mvskoke 
people for nearly 200 years.  Its history is like a river, which began humbly, 
as a small spring, growing to be a mighty river of influence in the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation, Indian Territory, and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference. 

Samuel Checote answered God’s call to bring Christianity to his fellow 
Mvskoke brethren, at a time when his people were still recovering from the 
tragic Trail of Tears era.  

Checote began preaching the gospel to small gatherings of Creek people, 
despite the persecution that came with the introduction of new beliefs, simi-
lar to early disciples bringing the Good News.  

Samuel Checote was also one of the first ordained ministers from the 
Creek Nation, at a time when the Creeks had a prohibition against preaching 
and practicing Christianity.  Checote received the penalty of up to 50 lashes 
with a whip for preaching the Good News and encouraging Christianity.  

Checote, along with his congregation at New Town, petitioned the Creek 
Council to lift the prohibition.  Chief Roley McIntosh finally did so in the 
1840s. 

Starting on Checote’s homestead (west of present-day Okmulgee Lake) 
in the 1840s, the coming of allotment, Oklahoma statehood and the World 
War I, all served to bring Newtown to its current location, northwest of 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma.  
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The church building was constructed in 1841 in what was then Indian 
Territory. Newtown has welcomed believers, chiefs, presidents and those 
hungry for comfort and salvation. It has baptized, taught, married, ordained, 
healed and laid to rest hundreds of God’s children, giving a Christian founda-
tion to future conference, jurisdiction and national United Methodist Church 
leaders.

Points of interest at this Heritage Landmark: The church is located on 
seven acres.  The church and classrooms are one building with the bell tower 
outside next to the church.  South of the church is an open-air arbor.  The 
Fellowship Hall combined kitchen is across from the arbor.  The old camp 
houses are gone now, but the grounds are large, with oak trees, and area for 
parking.  In back of the buildings and fellowship area is New Town Cemetery.

The site for the cemetery was donated by the Haynes family in 1930.  
The earliest gravesite dates from 1881.  Six Methodist preachers are buried 
at the cemetery.

Special events:  Annual Wild Onion dinner (TBA in the spring).  There is a 
fellowship dinner after Sunday services and breakfast on the first Saturday 
of the month. 

Area attractions:  Creek Council House (Historic Landmark and Museum 
in Okmulgee), Wilderness Paradise Educational and Zoological Park, and 
Samuel Checote’s gravesite.

Chief Samuel Checote’s gravesite is located near downtown Okmulgee. 
Directions from the Creek Council House, downtown Okmulgee: go two 
blocks west of the Creek Council House to Okmulgee, go thirteen blocks 
North to Eufaula St., ten blocks west to Madison, and then 400 feet north 
to the gravesite.  Total distance is 1.9 miles from the Creek Council House.

To visit:  Contact Rev. David Dunson at 918-752-0877.

Location:  T14N, R12E, SW 1/4 of Section 36, Northwest of Okmulgee, OK 
or 14460 N 210 Road, Okmulgee, OK 74447.

Food and lodging:  Best Western, Days Inn, Holiday Inn Express, Bel-Aire 
Motel; Café on the Square, Ike’s Downtown Pub & Eatery, Ms. Laura’s 
Cakes, fast food (visit www.okmulgeeonline.com for a complete list of eat-
eries & hotels).

Directions:  In northwest Okmulgee, turn left (west) as the intersection of 
Oklahoma and Eufaula Streets.  Continue west 1.3 miles to N 210 Road. 
Turn right (north) on N 210 Road, continue north .3 miles to the church.  
Ample parking is available on the church grounds.  Hand rails and a wheel-
chair ramp are available to enter the sanctuary. 

For further information, contact: Christina Wolf, Archives, Dulaney-
Browne Library, Oklahoma City University, 2501 N. Blackwelder Avenue; 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106; 405-208-5919.
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To learn more about United Methodist history in this area:
Oklahoma Annual Conference and Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference 
Archives are located at Oklahoma City University.
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siMpson house, “olde MAin Building”
philAdelphiA, pennsylvAniA

Simpson House, established in 1865, is the oldest Continuing Care 
Retirement Community in the world, historically related to the United 
Methodist Church.  Mrs. Jane Henry, widow of a Philadelphia Methodist 
minister had the dream of a home for elderly persons with limited resources.

She approached Bishop and Mrs. Matthew Simpson who were leaders 
in their time.  The Bishop was very well known as a religious leader and 
was also an advisor to President Abraham Lincoln.  Mrs. Simpson was most 
concerned about the elderly, children, and the sick.

The Simpsons and Mrs. Henry oversaw the creation of the Ladies United 
Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the City of Philadelphia 
on June 14, 1865.  This industrious group of women created the Methodist 
Episcopal Home for the Aged.  The name had several different forms over 
the years and was renamed Simpson House in 1972.

The community was initially opened in a rented house in Philadelphia 
and it eventually moved to the edge of the city.  The beloved Olde Main 
Building, designed in the English Gothic style, was constructed of granite 
from Port Deposit, Maryland, and dedicated in 1899.  The Rev. Dr. Kenneth 
E. Rowe, in a presentation to retired clergy and spouses at Simpson House 
on September 16, 2010, stated that “Simpson House is the mother home of 
our kind.”

Points of Interest:  The building was designated as being among the notable 
architecture in Philadelphia by the Philadelphia Museum of Art in cooper-
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ation with the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.  
On the grounds is a notable statue of Bishop Matthew Simpson which was 
the work of Clark Mills.

Special events:   Anniversary Day is celebrated on the third Saturday of May 
each year.

Area Attractions:  Simpson House is approximately six miles from 
Independence Hall and The Liberty Bell which are in one of the most historic 
square miles in the Nation.

To visit:  Complete the “Contact Us” form letting us know of your interests 
in arranging a visit as well as the best way to contact you.  Go to http://www.
simpsonhouse.org/contact-us/ or call 215-878-3600.

Location:  Within the boundaries of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, 
in the city of Philadelphia.  The street address is 2101 Belmont Avenue.  
The location is at the intersection of Belmont Avenue, Monument Road and 
Edgely Drive.

Food and lodging:  There are two hotels on City Line Avenue, The Holiday 
Inn and the Sheraton Hotel.

Directions:  Located at the intersection of Belmont Avenue, Monument 
Road and Edgely Drive. 

Center City Philadelphia: Take the Schuylkill Expressway (I-76) west 
to Montgomery Drive exit.  Turn left off the ramp onto Montgomery Drive.  
Turn right at the light at Belmont Avenue.  Go through two lights, and im-
mediately after the 2nd light turn right onto Edgely Drive.  The Olde Maine 
entrance is on your left, parking available on either side of Edgely Drive, 
including grassy area.

From the Pennsylvania Turnpike or the Blue Route (I-476):  Connect with 
the Schuylkill Expressway (I-76) eastbound.  Exit at City Avenue (Route 1 
South).  At the light at Monument Road turn left onto Monument Road.  At 
the light at Belmont Avenue turn left onto Belmont, and take an immediate 
left onto Edgely Drive.

For further information:  Simpson House, 2101 Belmont Avenue, 
Philadelphia, PA 19131-1628; 215-878-3600; http://www.simpsonhouse.
org/contact-us/.

To learn more about United Methodist history in this area:
Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, Jean Miller Schmidt, American 

Methodism: A Compact History (Nashville, TN: 2012).
Charles W. Ferguson, Organizing to Beat the Devil; Methodists and the 

Making of America (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1971).
Jesse Lee, A Short History of the Methodists (Rutland, VT: Academy 

Books, 1974; originally published in 1810).   


