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Editor’s Letter by Wm. C. Hardt 

 

The eyes of the Texas Methodist historical community are turning toward Dallas and the Annual 

Meeting.  You will find complete details, including registration information, elsewhere in this 

Newsletter.  The Annual Meeting will celebrate the centennial of the opening of SMU which occurred 

in the fall of 1915.   

 

 

Perhaps you are aware of the struggles of Texas Methodist colleges prior to 1915.  It is a tale littered 

with disaster---fire, disease, war, personal feuds, and debt.  Only a few of the numerous Methodist 

schools of the 19
th
 and early 20

th
 centuries were able to survive.   

 

SMU was an exception.  It was a success from the beginning.  Soon after opening it established itself 

as a premier regional university.  It began as a project of the MECS annual conferences in Texas, but 

even before it opened its doors, the 1914 General Conference designated it as the connectional 

institution for conferences west of the Mississippi River. Since 1939 its connection has been with the 

South Central Jurisdiction.   

 

As with any historical phenomenon, we must look at multiple causes for SMU’s success.  Its location 

in Dallas was key.  “Big D” became the most important commercial and financial city in the south 

central United States.  The rising civic and business elite of Dallas embraced SMU and saw the 

destinies of city and university intertwined.  Petroleum discoveries in East Texas, Wichita Falls, and 

the Permian Basin---all within a few years of SMU’s opening—created vast wealth, a considerable 

portion of which poured into Dallas.   SMU did not just survive the Depression.  It prospered. 

 

Meanwhile Methodist congregations were demanding better educated clergy and Methodist General 

Conferences were rewriting the rules to demand more seminary education for its preachers.  A 

requirement for seminary education would be meaningless if there were no institutions to teach the 

seminarians.  SMU filled that need not just for the Texas annual conferences, but also for Oklahoma, 

Arkansas, Louisiana, and a vast region of the United States.   

 

How did SMU’s rapid rise to prominence occur?  What has been the historical impact of the institution 

on our Methodist history?  Who have been the leaders most responsible for its success?   The program 

committee has done a fine job in securing speakers who will help answer these and other questions 

about SMU’s first 100 years.  I encourage you to register soon. 

 

Registration materials were delivered via a separate attachment.   

 

.   
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More News From Dallas 
 

Kent Roberts, Archvist for Highland Park 

UMC in Dallas recently announced the 

launch of a new website  

 

http://www.hpumc.org/archives/ 

 

The site contains a link to a digitized 

version of the 1991 history, Branches of 

the Living Vine.  The HPUMC archives is 

also celebrating an anniversary.  It was 

founded in 1965 and is now in its 50
th

 year 

of service to the church community and 

interested researchers.   

 

Highland Park will soon celebrate its 

centennial.  The church has grown up with 

SMU and has provided leadership to the 

entire denomination.  Can you name the 

pastors who were later elected bishops?  

(Answer will be revealed at the Annual 

Meeting) 

 

Speaking of local church histories, 

TUMHS Board member and Bridwell 

Archivist Timothy Binkley has arranged a 

special exhibit of Warnick Award winners 

in the entrance foyer of Bridwell Library.  

 

 The Warnick Award is a very popular and 

successful program of the TUMHS which 

honors Kate Warnick who helped hundreds 

of Methodist historians research their 

church histories in her capacity as 

librarian.  I learned from the exhibit notes 

that Warnick worked in SMU libraries 

from 1918 to 1979.   Wow! 

 

The exhibit may be accessed online at  

 

https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialColl

ectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/KateWarn

ickAwards  

Southwestern University 
Celebrates its 175th 

Anniversary 
 

 

You still have time to join in the festivities 

associated with Southwestern University’s 

175
th

 Anniversary.  They will be held on 

Thursday, February 5, in Georgetown.   

 

Southwestern University’s charter dates 

back to the charter granted to Rutersville 

College in February, 1840.  Classes had 

begun in January under the presidency of 

Chauncey Richardson, but the Congress of 

the Republic of Texas didn’t get around to 

the charter until it was satisfied that the 

institution would not serve strictly 

sectarian ends.   

 

Our Methodist ancestors were happy to 

agree to the stipulation of non-sectarianism 

and thus began the tradition of providing 

education for the whole community –not 

just believers in one particular doctrine.   

 

The celebration begins at 11:00 with an 

organ recital, followed by a worship 

service.   After worship, attendees will 

gather for a group photograph. 

 

 There will be a lunch for which tickets are 

required.  A video about Southwestern’s 

historic root institutions (Rutersville, 

Wesleyan, McKenzie, and Soule) will be 

debuted.   

 

Visit http://www.southwestern.edu/175/ 

For more details.   
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Historic Church Pictures 
 

Each issue asks you to identify one of our 

many historic churches.  Here is the one 

from the previous issue. 
 

 

 
 

 

The correct answer is Belton UMC in Belton, 

the county seat of Bell County, in the Central 

Texas Conference.  The Methodist church was 

organized in 1850.   By the mid 1880s the city 

had a population of about 4,000, making it one 

of the main cities in Texas.  After the Gulf 

Coast and Santa Fe RR established Temple as 

its northwestern terminus, and promoted the 

new town vigorously, Temple surpassed 

Belton in population.   

 

The congregation has been worshipping here 

since 1886, although the building has been 

remodeled and updated several times.   

 

Bell County has enjoyed a diversified 

economy.  The eastern half is productive 

blackland cotton land, and the west has 

traditionally been devoted to livestock.  Bell 

County has been known for its medical 

facilities for decades, and since the World War 

II era for Fort Hood, a major military 

installation.   

 

 

 

The church website has a very good, richly 

illustrated history of the church which may be 

accessed at   

http://www.fumcbelton.org/church-history-

overview/ 

 

 

Here is the next church for you to identify.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

World Methodist Conference to 

Meet in Houston 

 
Houston will host the World Methodist 

Conference August 31-Sept. 2, 2016.   The 

WMC will include visitors from many 

“branches of the vine” that claim a Wesleyan 

heritage from all over the world.  

 

Several Houston-area Methodists have 

volunteered to plan a tour of historic Methodist 

sites in Houston. The tour will be conducted 

Sept. 1, 2016.  If you live in the Houston area 

and would like to participate in this exciting 

tour, please contact the editor 

(wchardt@gmail.com).  
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Directory 
 

President 
Dr. Garry L. Nall 

7206 Versailles Drive 

Amarillo, Tx 79121 

806-355-1450 

gnall@att.net 

 

Vice President 

 
Dr. Daniel F. Flores 

PO Box 64394 

Fort Worth, TX 76164 

 
Secretary 
Rev.  Barbara Hugghins 

901B Palestine St.  

Jacksonville, Tx 75766 

903-586-2494 

bh@jacksonvillemethodist.org 

 
Treasurer 
Mr. Stewart Caffey 

5426 89th St. 

Lubbock, Tx 79424 

stewacs@aol.com 

 

Warnick Awards Chair 
Rev. Dr. William J. Bryan III 

P. O. Box 750133 

Dallas, Tx 75172 

214-768-4900 

wbryan@smu.edu 

 

Heritage Journal Editor 
Rev. Dr. Robert W. Sledge 

3141 Chimney Circle 

Abilene, Tx 79606 

rsledge@mcm.edu 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Wm. C. Hardt 

10375 New Wehdem Rd. 

Brenham, Tx 

979-830-5210 

wchardt@gmail.com 
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Membership/Registration Information 

 
We do not send annual membership renewal statements.  Our not doing so means that 

many of us neglect to send our annual dues.  If you can’t remember the last time you 

sent dues, it’s probably time to send them again.     Please print this page and send your 

dues and gifts to   Mr. Caffey’s address shown above.   

 
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email___________________________telephone___________________________ 

 

 

Annual dues                                                                                                  

$20________ 

(If you wish, you may join at the lifetime dues rate of $300) 

 


