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SECTION 3: MINISTRIES OF ADVOCACY
All items were approved by the indicated votes and were either included in 
the consent calendar affirmative vote, or approved during the conference 
session. The votes shown are those from the legislative section for each item. 

ConfeRenCe BoaRd of ChuRCh and soCiety

Ms. Mary Ellen Kris, Chair 
Concur: 152, Non-Concur: 1, Abstain: 0; 99.35% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The Conference Board of Church and Society (CBCS) has embarked on an 
ambitious agenda over the past year, continuing our historic role and activities, 
while seeking to expand our diversity and inclusivity, address racism and other 
“isms” in our midst, build relationships with more churches and constituencies 
across the conference, and engage at a deeper level in understanding and 
addressing the causes of gun violence. We have progress to report on a number 
of fronts: 
•	 Reaping	the	benefit	of	groundwork	laid	by	our	prior	chair	and	board	members,	

in November 2012 we hired a part-time staff person—the Rev. Paul Fleck, 
who is also pastor at New Milford UMC, co-chair of the Immigration Task 
Force, and a member of MFSA and MIND. Paul reports directly to the 
Conference Board of Church and Society, which funds his position with 
Peace with Justice monies. He works about nine hours a week for CBCS, 
and reports to the Board Chair Ms. Mary Ellen Kris. As the “Organizer 
for Social Concerns and Social Justice Advocacy and Education,” he 
works closely with the board chair on planning, administration, logistics, 
communications, networking, relationship-building, programming, 
legislation, outreach, advocacy, and other activities. 

•	 Mary Ellen Kris and Paul Fleck attended training on relational organizing last 
fall organized by the General Board of Church and Society in Washington, 
D.C. Besides getting an introduction to how and why to do “relational 
organizing,” we had a chance to meet 38 or so representatives of other 
conferences throughout the US and learn how much we have in common 
with conferences and communities that are so different than our own.

•	 We were so impressed with the training that we have invited Ms. Kristin 
Kumpf, who led the training, to offer a similar workshop here in our 
conference. Entitled, “Building Relationships for Mission and Advocacy,” 
and scheduled for May 4 at Memorial UMC in White Plains, the training is 
not limited to members and friends of Church & Society. We hope to attract 
two or three people from diverse churches throughout the conference. 

•	 We applied for and received a $5,000 Peace with Justice Grant from the 
General Board of Church and Society to implement a conference-wide 
program on gun violence and gun control, entitled, “Beating Swords into 
Plowshares: Engaging Diverse Communities in Public Discourse to Stop 
Gun Violence.” Our plan is to work with local churches and districts to 
create public forums and dialogue on how to reduce gun violence in our 
communities. The program is being launched at the Church and Society 
luncheon on June 6 at annual conference this year with our key note 
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speaker, the Rev. Dr. James Forbes, founder of the Healing of the Nations 
Foundation, and highly renowned preacher, pastor, author and professor. 
We expect that Rev. Dr. Forbes will build upon his words at Newtown 
UMC. He will also sign copies of his latest book, which will be available 
for purchase. 

•	 Provided testimony and engaged in advocacy on the gun violence issue in 
Connecticut.

•	 Participated in the planning group and otherwise supported the successful 
March 2nd conference, “RISE UP! End Violence Against Women and Girls.”

•	 Provided two workshops on Church & Society at IGNITE!, the conference 
youth retreat held at Camp Quinipet on Sat. March 16.

•	 Held productive and well-attended board meetings (open to friends as 
well), including a March 9 face-to-face meeting with Bishop McLee that 
allowed for an instructive and constructive 1-½ hour dialogue with him. 

•	 Prepared and submitted resolutions to annual conference and commented 
upon and supported resolutions submitted by other conference groups.

102. Historically, Church & Society has made its mark in this conference (and within 
the UMC generally) in “issue organizing”—advocating within the conference 
and	 in	 society	 on	 specific	 issues	 such	 as	 gun	 control,	 death	 penalty,	 living	
wage, and other human rights issues, including human sexuality issues. While 
continuing in that tradition, high on our agenda is our resolve to expand our 
involvement with and support of churches and constituencies in this conference 
that have not traditionally engaged with Church & Society, and whose issues 
perhaps have not been front and center for the NYAC Church & Society. 

103. Our strategy for achieving greater inclusivity, diversity and engagement 
includes the following: 
•	 holding training on “relational organizing” (as compared to issue organizing);
•	 holding workshops for CBCS on the issue of race, especially as it pertains 

to our conference and to the NYAC Board of Church and Society;
•	 putting additional emphasis on the educational function of Church & 

Society, including offering to provide speakers and other resources to 
congregations, and

•	 holding one or more public forums and facilitating sustained local engagement 
in addressing gun violence, including examining the underlying causes and 
complex solutions to reducing or eliminating gun violence.

104. We will endeavor to expand our relationships with more of our local churches 
and constituencies within the NYAC to be more inclusive and representative 
of the social justice concerns of the diverse communities, classes, ethnicities 
and races in this conference. The May 4 organizing retreat should lay the 
groundwork for future trainings or retreats on related issues such as race and 
creating a culture of invitation.

105. Reminder: May 26, 2013 is Peace with Justice Sunday. Your generous support 
will fund important work in the conference as well as work at the national level.
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eCumeniCal koRea peaCe ConfeRenCe

Rev. Kun Sam Cho, Planning Committee Member
Concur: 134, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

Introduction: 
101. The resolution adopted in the 2011 New York Annual Conference titled “Call 

for a Peace March on Korea” was adopted at the 2012 General Conference. 
In preparation for this Peace March, to be held in 2014, an ecumenical body, 
led by The United Methodist Church, convened a peace conference in Atlanta, 
GA on May 15-17, 2013, on this 60th anniversary of the armistice treaty of 
the Korean War, to discuss, network, and plan a series of action steps toward 
achieving peace and reconciliation in the Korean Peninsula. More than 500 
were in attendance at the opening worship, and 150 participants registered for 
the conference.

102. Korea Peace Conference Program Summary:
•	 Opening worship at the Korean Church of Atlanta, UMC in Duluth, GA  

(Pastor: Rev. Chongho James Kim) 
•	 Audio greeting by President Jimmy Carter, Carter Center for Peace
•	 Sermon and testimony by Rev. Syngman Rhee, Former moderator of 

PC-USA and former president of National Council of Churches, USA
•	 Address by National Council of Churches of Korea, General Secretary, 

Rev. Kim Young Ju 
•	 Keynote address on US Policy on Korea, Global Impact and the Role 

of the Faith Community, Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, presiding 
bishop of the Episcopal Church

•	 Lecture on the road to Peace and the role of women, Ms. Christine Ahn, 
executive director, Korea Policy Institute

•	 Workshops included: 1. Building a Case for Peace Treaty: Steps for 
Advocacy; 2. Women and Peace; 3. Humanitarian Mission and Building 
Solidarity in North Korea; 4. The Suffering of North Korean Defectors 
and their Survival in the South Korean Society and Church; 5. The Obama 
Policy and Nuclear Crisis in the Korean Peninsula

•	 An ecumenical panel of representatives presented each denomination’s 
current work on Korea and committed to working together as a coalition: 
Rev. Charles Robertson, Episcopal Church, USA; Mr. Derek Duncan, 
United Church of Christ; Rev. Hun Jung Cho, National Council of Churches 
in Korea; Ruth Clemens, Mennonite Central Committee; Rev. Chongho 
James Kim, United Methodist Church

•	 A documentary	film	screening of “Memory of Forgotten War” – produced 
and directed by Ramsey Liem and Deann Borshay Liem (www.mufilms.org) 

•	 Conference participants worked together on and adopted a resolution and 
action plan:
103. A Call for Peace and Reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula 

Adopted by the 2013 Ecumenical Korea Peace Conference - Atlanta, 
Georgia - May 15-17, 2013

104. Christ is our peace. As our Lord Jesus Christ broke down the 
walls of hostility that divide God’s people, we too are called to the 
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ministry of reconciliation and peacemaking (Ephesians 2: 14-16). 
For too long, the Korean people have been divided and suffered 
from political brinkmanship, the wall of ideology, and the scourge 
of militarism. The Armistice Agreement of 1953 only temporarily 
halted the war that claimed 4 million lives and divided 10 million 
families. This lingering state of war on the Korean peninsula is a 
major contributor to tension and instability, both regionally and 
globally, and contravenes the spirit of the United Nations Resolution 
39/11 which recognizes a people’s right to peace.

105. We Christians of different communions, gathered together in the 
common cause of peace, are deeply concerned about the growing 
tensions on the Korean peninsula over recent nuclear testing in 
North Korea and U.S.-South Korea joint military exercises.

106. We join with the Korean people, both in North and South Korea, 
in	yearning	for	reconciliation,	reunification	and	sustainable	peace.	
Replacing the Armistice Agreement with a Peace Treaty is and 
should	 be	 the	 first	 step	 in	 establishing	 a	 lasting	 and	 sustainable	
peace on the Korean peninsula.

107. In support of the Korean people and in cooperation with ecumenical 
partners, we call on ourselves and all who desire to embrace and 
pursue peace to engage in the following actions to achieve a just 
peace on the Korean peninsula:
1) Engage in prayers of penitence and petition with the Korean 

people, scarred and pained by the division of the nation; and 
support the efforts of the National Council of Churches in 
Korea (ROK), and the Korean Christian Federation (DPRK) 
for	reconciliation,	peace	and	reunification.

2) Urge both North and South Koreas to resume talks and 
economic cooperation, including immediate reopening of the 
Kaesong Industrial Complex and Kumkangsan Tourism.

3) Urge the United States, South Korea, North Korea and all 
stakeholders involved to immediately resume dialogue and 
negotiations to establish a Peace Treaty eliminating the threat of 
nuclear and conventional war thereby establishing an enduring 
peace on the Korean peninsula and the world.

4) Urge the United Nations Security Council to end economic and 
commercial sanctions, the U.S. and South Korea to cease all 
military exercises, and North Korea to stop hostile actions in 
the pursuit of peace.

5) Continue to provide humanitarian support and economic 
development efforts for North Korea.

6) Engage in ecumenical initiatives including the following:
a) Pray, support and participate in the National Council of 

Churches	 in	Korea’s	2013	Peace	Train,	an	affiliate	event	
of the 2013 WCC Assembly being held in Busan, South 
Korea.

b) On July 27, 2013, launch a campaign to gather one million 
signatures for a Korea Peace Treaty petition.
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c) Proclaim July 27, 2014 as “Korea Peace Sunday”.
d) Hold a Korea Peace March in Washington, DC in 2014.
e) Bring an Ecumenical Peace Delegation to North and South 

Korea in 2015.
f) Work to ensure the adoption of the Korea Peace Treaty 

statement and other efforts in pursuit of Korea Peace 
are	 supported	 and	 affirmed	 by	 each	 of	 our	 respective	
denominations and churches.

108. Sponsoring Organizations: Korean American National Association of the 
UMC	 Committee	 on	 the	 Korean	 Reunification	 and	 Reconciliation;	 General	
Board of Global Ministries, UMC; United Methodist Women; Korean Ministry 
Plan, UMC; National Council of Churches in Korea; National Network of 
Korean United Methodist Women

109. Planning Committee Members: Chair, Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, Rev. Kun Sam 
Cho, Rev. Chongho James Kim, Rev. Jong Sung Kim, Rev. Tong Soo Hahn,  
Rev. Chan Gok Kim, Ms. Sunghea Rhim, Ms. Sung-ok Lee, Ms. June Kim,  
Ms. Myung Rae Lee, Rev. Keong-Ah Woo, Rev. Chang Hwie Lee, Ms. Yun 
Nam Kang, Mr. Derek Duncan, Mr. David Wildman, Ms. Rebecca Asedillo, 
Rev. We Hyun Chang.

task foRCe on immigRation

Rev. Paul Fleck & Ms. Natassia Velez, Co-Chairs
Concur: 152, Non-Concur: 1, Abstain: 0; 99.35% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The New York Annual Conference Task Force on Immigration has been working 
diligently over the past year to be both proactive and responsive in our efforts. 
A change from previous years, this year marked a focus on advocacy while 
building upon the foundations of education and outreach of the previous years.

102. We	started	 the	year	with	 a	bit	 of	 reflection,	once	 again	 teaming	up	with	 the	
General Board of Church and Society’s Rapid Response Team on Immigration. 
For the second time in our history, we attended and were on the forefront of 
the Rapid Response Team Annual Meeting. We were able to learn and connect 
with other organizations within The United Methodist Church, coming together 
around how to build momentum and take action.

103. As per the petition passed at the 2012 New York Annual Conference, we 
worked to make Team 2013 a reality. This was carried out in partnership with 
Bishop	McLee	through	a	letter	campaign	to	the	elected	officials	that	represent	
the geography of the New York Annual Conference.

104. We continue to encourage and implement education and advocacy events around 
the conference. A successful “Breaking Bread and Barriers” event was held at 
New Milford United Methodist Church of New Milford, CT, with over 125 
immigrants and congregants in attendance. This was an incredible cooperative 
event where all attendees came together to share their stories about the need 
to repair our broken immigration system. The event was attended by elected 
officials;	Congresswoman	Ms.	Elizabeth	Esty	was	there	to	pledge	her	support	
for Family Unity, one of the key elements of fair and just reform. In addition, 
Rep. Mr. Raul Candlearia spoke about his bill in the Connecticut General 
Assembly seeking to allow undocumented immigrants to have driver’s licenses.
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105. One	of	the	most	significant	projects	of	the	year	was	our	participation	in	Rise	
Up! End Violence Against Women & Girls! This conference-wide event was 
sponsored by partner organizations such as CSROW (Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women), MFSA (Methodist Federation for Social Action), 
MIND (Methodists in New Directions), CORR (Commission on Religion and 
Race), and CBCS (Conference Board of Church and Society). Held on March 2, 
2013 at Asbury Crestwood United Methodist Church, Rise Up brought together 
United Methodists from all over the conference to learn and take action to end 
violence against women and girls. We were honored to be part of the planning of 
this event, including providing a workshop on how violence affects immigrant 
women and girls. 

106. Throughout the year we have kept abreast of the changing political climate in 
Washington D.C around immigration. We continue to advocate for fair and just 
reform and enabling United Methodists across the connection to do the same.

107. The election last year created the space for opening up the debate on fair 
and just immigration reform. Sen. Charles Schumer of New York is one of 
the members of the “Gang of Eight” Senators that have drafted legislation to 
reform	the	broken	immigration	system.	In	the	hopes	of	influencing	the	debate	
on fair and just immigration reform, the task force is presenting a resolution 
to this ministry committee and the annual conference for the consideration of 
principles the conference and its membership should support. These include, 
but are not limited to, preserving family unity, protecting workers’ rights, and 
opposing	racial	profiling	in	whatever	form	it	presents	itself.

JustiCe foR ouR neighBoRs (nyaC-Jfon) immigRation pRoJeCt 
Rev. Dr. Carolyn Stapleton, Chairperson; Mr. Robert Bobb, Treasurer
Concur: 152, Non-Concur: 1, Abstain: 0; 99.35% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

101. History — Started in 1999 by the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) is a national network of church-
based, volunteer-supported immigration law clinics that provide free legal 
advice and representation to vulnerable, low-income immigrants. The New 
York regional branch of Justice for Our Neighbors (NYAC-JFON) currently 
serves	 clients	 in	 all	 five	 boroughs	 at	 three	 church-based	 clinics	—	Chinese	
United Methodist Church in Chinatown, Manhattan, founded in 1999; John 
Wesley UMC in Bedford-Stuyvesant/Clinton Hills, Brooklyn, founded in 1999; 
and La Promesa Presbyterian Church in Flushing, Queens, founded in 2000. 

102.  The New York Annual Conference adopted the Justice for Our Neighbors project 
as a ministry of the conference several years ago. NYAC-JFON represents the 
response of The United Methodist Church and its local congregations to the 
needs of immigrants seeking to reunify their families, secure legal status, and 
enjoy the right to work as well as becoming citizens. 

103. Theology — “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so; some people 
have entertained angels without knowing it.” — Hebrews 13:2. When we 
welcome sojourners, it is as if we are receiving Christ, and our doing so becomes 
a sign of our faithfulness. The 1986 United Methodist Bishops’ Statement on 
Refugees and Immigration says, “God comes to us in the form of the vulnerable 
person	who	lacks	 the	benefit	of	status	and	protection	in	an	alien	 land.	In	 the	
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flesh	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Nazareth,	God	chose	to	sojourn	in	a	particular	way	for	
the sake of all humankind…and restored the possibility of authentic community 
in which love and justice reign and peace prevails.”

104. NYAC-JFON embraces the model of biblical hospitality. Each NYAC-JFON 
legal clinic is an opportunity for local congregations to “open their doors” with 
a warm and hospitable welcome for newcomers in their midst. The program 
relies on United Methodist connectional relationships to bring together resources 
and commitment from local churches, districts, and annual conferences. Our 
Conference Mission Statement says, “The New York Annual Conference, through 
the Grace of God embodies a beloved community of hope…” NYAC-JFON 
shows how to be that beloved community of hope to the sojourners in our midst. 

105. Overview — NYAC-JFON’s mission is to be a ministry of hospitality that 
“welcomes immigrants by providing affordable, high-quality immigration legal 
services, engaging in advocacy for immigrants’ rights, and offering education 
to communities of faith and the public.” 

106. The core of NYAC-JFON’s services includes offering monthly clinics at each 
of our three partner churches, where undocumented immigrants can receive 
one-to-one legal advice free of charge. Trained and dedicated volunteers staff 
each	clinic,	while	our	regional	attorney,	a	highly	qualified	immigration	lawyer,	
provides legal assistance. Our total open caseload at any time is between 350 
to 400 cases. The types of cases we serve include, but are not exclusively, 
the	 following:	naturalization,	 family	 reunification,	waivers,	Violence	Against	
Women Act (VAWA), asylum, Refugee and Asylee Adjustment, Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS), and religious worker petitions. 

107. Past Year — The	last	year	has	been	difficult	for	NYAC-JFON.	At	the	end	of	2012,	
National Justice for Our Neighbors became separately incorporated from UMCOR 
with a separate board of directors. As a result of this change, UMCOR and National 
JFON are no longer willing to have the New York regional attorney on its payroll or 
to	house	him	in	their	offices,	resulting	in	the	loss	of	a	significant	financial	subsidy.	
This	has	meant	that	NYAC-JFON	is	no	longer	financially	self-sustaining.	NYAC-
JFON	was	also	asked	to	vacate	our	Harlem	office,	donated	by	the	City	Society,	at	
the end of last summer, as the building was sold to a private owner. 

108. Despite	 these	 challenges,	 NYAC-JFON	 continues	 to	 fulfill	 its	 mission	 of	
hospitality. In addition to its legal clinics, NYAC-JFON has also worked on 
advocacy	programs	specifically	dealing	with	undocumented	youth	as	a	way	of	
promoting passage of the DREAM Act (Development, Relief and Education 
for Alien Minors) and spreading information about legal relief under President 
Obama’s Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program (DACA). These 
programs included the following:

109. Organizing an “Immigrant Shabbat” with ACCESS-NY, the young professionals 
division of the American Jewish Committee (AJC). This program provided 
the opportunity for 20 young Jewish professionals, some of whom oppose 
immigration reform, to meet three “DREAM Act”-eligible students and to see 
how current immigration policy impacts real people. 

110. Assisting applicants eligible for DACA through Chinatown’s United East 
Athletics Association.

111. Conducting two presentations to the Association of Hispanic Ministers, which 
highlighted the opportunities offered to their youth congregants through DACA. 
Each presentation drew 50 ministers.
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112. Going Forward — To prepare for the huge changes and new challenges our 
ministry is facing in the upcoming year, NYAC-JFON continues to seek sources of 
funding from foundations and private donors, as well as to identify ways of serving 
our clients with fewer resources. Some of these plans include the following:

113. Reestablishing the Immigrant Visa Assistance Project (IVAP), a joint initiative 
between NYAC-JFON and Brooklyn Law School started in September 2011. 
IVAP	 allows	 law	 students	 to	 get	 experience	 preparing	 affidavits	 for	NYAC-
JFON immigrant visa applications. A professor at Brooklyn Law School 
supervises the program, which is managed by the law students themselves. 
This program went into abeyance in the fall of 2012 as NYAC-JFON had been 
required by UMCOR’s outside legal counsel to take on no new cases during the 
period of separation. 

114. Recruiting, training and supervising up to three volunteer attorneys to help manage 
our caseload, and hiring up to two legal interns to help manage these cases. 

115. The changes over the past year have been dramatic and painful, yet as NYAC-
JFON moves into its 14th year of existence, we are hopeful that the program 
will	not	only	survive	this	period	of	difficulty,	but	will	thrive	and	flourish,	as	it	
ministers and provides hospitality to those strangers in the midst of us. 

Commission on Religion and RaCe

Ms. Roena Littlejohn, Chair
Concur: 152, Non-Concur: 1, Abstain: 0; 99.35% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

101. The NYAC Commission on Religion and Race continues to schedule and 
make available the mandatory Anti-racism training events for elders, deacons, 
DCOMs, BOOM and local pastors as outlined in Petition 2007-302 (extended 
to 2016) at the 2012 NYAC. We will participate in the ministry of monitoring 
at annual conference capturing the racial-ethnic diversity of the speakers 
during plenary, worship and legislative sessions. Please follow the program for 
scheduled reporting from CORR. Hopefully, we will hear inclusive and gender-
sensitive language so that all will feel welcome as we explore the theme, 
“DISMANTLING WALLS Building the Beloved Community.”

102. We welcome the Rev. Walter C. Barton, Jr. as a new member of the CORR. Our 
sincere thanks to the Rev. Roger Jackson for his dedicated service to the CORR; 
due to added responsibilities and his work load, he felt the need to step down at 
this time. Rev. Hector Laporta, Rev. Marion Hubbard, Rev. Sarah Ford and Mr. 
David Visaggio expressed their need to step down due to scheduling and other 
matters; we appreciate their consideration for CORR and the work that is before 
us, thank you and God’s blessings upon them and their ministries. 

103. We offer a heartfelt welcome to Bishop Martin D. McLee and express deepest 
gratitude for his encouragement and support. The CORR met with him and 
were encouraged and inspired by his thoughts, suggestions and time of sharing. 
We are praying for him and look forward to his leadership. Plans are underway 
to act on some of his suggestions. There is much work to be done and we are 
looking for ways to be pro-active and strive to reach the goals set for us. We 
offer our thanks to the Rev. Adrienne Brewington, Cabinet liaison, and Cabinet 
members for their support and encouragement of the clergy to attend the 
scheduled anti-racism training events. We invite each district superintendent to 
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submit names of two persons who would be willing to serve on CORR to ensure 
conference-wide representation as we seek equity among membership. We 
must be intentional about the nomination and election of racial/ethnic persons 
to decision making positions, which happens based on recommendations that 
reflect	total	inclusiveness.	

104. CORR’s goal is to schedule three anti-racism training events per year, however 
due to General and Jurisdictional Conferences in 2012 only one training event 
was held and there were 27 persons trained bringing our total to 271. We are 
seeking inclusiveness as we collaborate with conference organizations, boards 
and committees to plan activities and events for clergy and laity. We believe that 
education and sharing of resources will move the NYAC from a conference of 
racism to a conference of relationships.

105. Our thanks to the members of CORR for their dedication, support, prayers 
and help in meeting the challenges we face and accomplishing the goals of 
this Commission. Thank you for another year of service and God bless:  
Rev. Taka Ishii for guidance and consultation; Rev. Ann Pearson for support, 
food and clerical assistance; Rev. Vicki Flippin for secretarial support and 
coordination of programs; Rev. Tom Theilmann for site coordination and help 
with registration; Rev. Adrienne Brewington, Cabinet liaison; Ms. Melodye 
Merola, nominations, and all members who stand willing and ready to serve 
where needed, your wisdom keeps us going when we are facing challenges:  
Mr. Les Johnson, Rev. Gertude Nation, Rev. Rhonda Taylor, Rev. Cynthia 
Major, Ms. Kathryn Dickinson, Mr. Eugene Knoth, Rev. Walter C. Barton and 
Ms. Gwendolyn Harris.

106. Status of Events
•	 Awarded	27	certificates	 to	clergy	and	 lay	members	who	completed	anti-

racism training
•	 Submitted budget for operations and anti-racism training to include district 

lay leaders and DCOM members 
•	 Co-sponsored the “Rise Up! End the Violence Against Women and Girls!” 

forum demanding an end to violence. Our co-sponsors: MIND, MFSA, 
UMW and COSROW.

•	 CORR web site is up and running, at: www.gcorr.org 
•	 CORR members will attend district conferences, give an overview of the 

work of the Commission on Religion and Race and offer the ministry 
of monitoring the session(s). The reports will be sent to each district 
superintendent, DCOM chair, Board of Ordained Ministry, and chair of 
nominations.	It	is	our	hope	that	this	report	will	be	a	helpful	tool	in	filling	
future leadership roles on the district. 

•	 Beginning this fall, CORR will offer anti-racism workshops to local church 
officers.	If	you	are	interested	in	the	workshop,	please	visit	our	web	site	or	
contact a member of CORR for more information. 

•	 We	 are	 seeking	 one	 or	 two	 individuals	 to	 be	 trained	 and	 certified	 by	
Kaleidoscope to expedite training for NYAC CORR (if interested, please 
contact Ms. Roena Littlejohn, (203) 331-9653).

•	 The next anti-racism training events are tentatively scheduled for October 
and November 2013.

•	 We invite you to visit our display at annual conference.
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107. I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the members of CORR for your 
prayers, support, encouragement and assistance in accomplishing the goals set 
before us as we work at “Dismantling Walls: Building the Beloved Community.”

Committee to study a moRe inClusive ChuRCh

Rev. George C. Engelhardt, for the Study Committee
Concur: 152, Non-Concur: 1, Abstain: 0; 99.35% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

101. Acting upon the enabling resolution passed last year in the Annual Conference 
Session, this committee is comprised of representatives from interested 
supporters of our goal for a more inclusive church, and from the ethnic caucuses 
in the conference.

102. From	 our	 first	 gatherings,	 it	 was	 apparent	 that	 we	 were	 all	 drawn	 together	
by loyalty to our denomination, tempered by our growing unwillingness to 
participate in the on-going and in our view discriminatory exclusion of gifted 
and called LBGT brothers and sisters from the full ministry of The United 
Methodist Church.

103. During our deliberations, we took comfort and courage from reviewing how 
our spiritual father, John Wesley, struggled with the call to separate from the 
Church of England, one he resisted until the American Revolution. He was 
not indifferent to the tensions in the relationship between the Societies and the 
Church. He writes in his Sermon on Schism: 

104. “If I could not continue united to any smaller Society Church, or body of 
Christians without committing sin, without lying and hypocrisy, without 
preaching to others doctrines which I myself do not believe, I should be under 
an absolute necessity to separate from that Society.”

105. We are not optimistic that there will be a timely openness to change that would 
make greater LBGT inclusiveness possible, given the present disposition of the 
General Conference, though this is always our hope and prayer. This evaluation 
is leading us to consider ways we might remain in communion with The 
United Methodist Church, but with the ability to establish enough room for the 
inclusiveness to which we are committed. We believe the Discipline provides 
little or no opportunity for this.

106. We are heartened that we are not alone in our work. Now we are actively 
networking with other Jurisdictions and Conferences across the connection that 
share our goals.

107. As we enter the second year of our work, it will be increasingly important for 
as many churches and church organizations across the conference as possible 
to join in and support our efforts as a clearer direction emerges about what we 
might propose. 

108. WE ARE INVITING ALL INTERESTED CHURCHES AND INDIVIDUALS 
to	a	day	of	reflection	about	where	we	are	in	our	discernment.	

109. Coming out of this day, we would expect that congregations and church bodies 
will join in publicly supporting the direction the Spirit takes us. That day of 
reflection	will	be	held	on	November	16th	at	Asbury	Crestwood	UMC,	starting	
at 10:30 a.m.
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110. Lastly, to increase momentum in building a growing base for our witness, we 
recommend support for the resolution to the NE Jurisdiction College of Bishops 
which we have endorsed.

petition #2013-301 — Boy sCouts of ameRiCa, united 
methodist men and gay men

Concur: 139, Non-Concur: 14, Abstain: 1; 90.85% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

WHEREAS the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is a highly lauded organization whose 
mission	is	to	develop	character,	citizenship	and	personal	fitness	in	young	men,	and
WHEREAS The United Methodist Church has a long history of support for the BSA; 
today this includes over 235,000 Cub Scouts from over 5,000 packs, over 127,000 Boy 
Scouts from over 5,000 troops, and over 8,000 Venturers from over 1,000 crews as of 
the end of 20106, and
WHEREAS	 the	UMC’s	 support	 for	 the	BSA	 is	 affirmed	 in	 ¶256.4	 in	 the	Book of 
Discipline where the Boy Scouts are lifted up as a “setting for ministry to children, 
youth,	their	leaders	and	their	families;”	in	¶	256.4a	which	provides	for	local	churches	
to have a scouting coordinator who relates to the church council and any other youth-
serving local church structures; and through the formation in 1986 of the National 
Association of United Methodist Scouters7, and
WHEREAS local churches within the NYAC share this long history of supporting the 
BSA, and
WHEREAS the General Commission on United Methodist Men (GCUMM) also has 
a strong history of support for the BSA, demonstrated through their focus on scouting 
as one of their four primary ministries8, and
WHEREAS the BSA had a long-standing policy barring openly gay men and boys 
from serving as leaders or becoming members of the BSA;and,
WHEREAS on May 23, 2013 the BSA voted to revise its policy of excluding gay 
youth from membership while retaining its ban on gay adult scout leaders, and
WHEREAS the BSA’s continuing policy barring the participation of openly gay men is 
a	repugnant	policy	because	it	promotes	prejudice	and	discrimination,	and	is	in	conflict	
with the UMC’s expressed value for equal rights regardless of sexual orientation9 and 
its condemnation of homophobia10, and
WHEREAS, the UMC itself, notwithstanding its call for equal rights for all regardless 
of sexual orientation, maintains discriminatory declarations and policies concerning 
sexual orientation.
THEREFORE	BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	NYAC	reaffirms	its	historic	expression	of	
profound disagreement with the policies of the UMC restricting the rights of persons 
based on sexual orientation and denigrating the relationships of such persons, and

6 http://www.scouting.org/About/FactSheets/operating_orgs/Methodist.aspx
7 http://www.umcscouting.org/
8 http://www.gcumm.org/ministries/scouting/
9	 Social	Principles,	¶162(J).
10 Book of Resolutions, #2042
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NYAC calls upon the BSA to go beyond its 
recent action in permitting participation of gay youth by removing all discrimination 
based on sexual orientation from its criteria for participation or leadership in BSA; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a letter expressing this resolution be written by 
the NYAC conference secretary and sent to Mr. Gil Hanke, General Secretary of 
the GCUMM, and to Bishop Swanson, President of the Board of Directors of the 
GCUMM, as well as copied to the full board of the GCUMM, and
BE	 IT	FURTHER	RESOLVED	 that	 a	 letter	 expressing	 this	 resolution,	 specifically	
emphasizing the special connection between the UMC and the BSA, the values of the 
UMC as related to their policy on the participation of gay adult leaders, and an appeal 
to the BSA to abolish said policy be written by the NYAC conference secretary and 
sent to:
Wayne Brock, Chief Scout Executive
Boys Scouts of America, P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX 75015-2079
Be it further resolved that this letter be sent no later than July 15th.
Submitted by Methodists in New Directions, Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
Conference Board of Church and Society, Dale Ashby, Dorothee Benz, David Carr, 
John Carr, John Collins, Darlene DiDomineck, Jayson Dobney, Paul Fleck, Vicki 
Flippin, Vicky Fleming, Shirley Gerow, Emily Hall, Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt, Taka 
Ishii, Wongee Joh, Lucy Jones, Mary Ellen Kris, Sara Lamar-Sterling, Nehemiah 
Luckett, Charlotte Patton, Judith Stevens, Marie Strolin, Scott Summerville, Sara 
Thompson Tweedy, Carol Wilson, Nancy Zukowski

petition #2013-302 — study day to disCuss umC stRuCtuRe

Concur: 122, Non-Concur: 16, Abstain: 1; 88.41% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted as amended in plenary session

WHEREAS the New York Annual Conference, in response to actions taken at General 
Conference, voted in 2012 to create a “Study Committee for an Inclusive Conference” 
that was tasked to study and evaluate alternative ways of being The United Methodist 
Church (UMC) in the Wesleyan tradition and to explore “structural and disciplinary 
changes” in the church, and
WHEREAS the committee met regularly, engaged in prayer, discernment, and study, 
and recognized that the history of the people called Methodists in the United States 
includes years of discriminatory policies that denied full participation to people of 
color, indigenous peoples, women, language minorities, laity, differently-abled people, 
the divorced, and to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people, and
WHEREAS often policies were supplemented with the creation of church structures 
that further marginalized oppressed communities, such as the creation of the segregated 
Central Jurisdiction of The Methodist Church, or the current “Global Church” structure 
that has been enacted to keep in place discrimination against LGBT people, and
WHEREAS The United Methodist Church continues to overtly discriminate against 
LGBT people, and delegates to General Conference voted to retain the language saying 
“homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching,” retained discriminatory 
policies that prohibit LGBT people from seeking ordination, continued to deny same-
sex couples the ability to marry in the church, and even continue to allow clergy to bar 
LGBT individuals from church membership, and
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WHEREAS the New York Annual Conference stated in 2012 that “there is no 
indication	that	given	the	present	structure	of	our	United	Methodist	Church	the	official	
policies and positions which deny full participation to LGBT sisters and brothers 
desiring to be in ordained ministry and which declare their lives incompatible with 
Christian teaching will change,” and
WHEREAS delegates to General Conference also took actions that would have 
removed protections of other marginalized communities if they had been enacted 
(though most were later overturned by the Judicial Council) including the following 
votes that passed with the majority votes of General Conference delegates:
•	 To combine the General Commission on Religion and Race (the entity within the 

church tasked to challenge the “connectional structures of the UMC to a full and 
equal participation of the racial and ethnic constituency in the total life and mission 
of the Church”) and the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women 
(the entity tasked to challenge the UMC “to the full and equal responsibility 
and participation of women in the total life and mission of the Church”) into 
a combined Committee on Inclusiveness (later overturned by Judicial Council 
Ruling No. 1210),

•	 To drastically reduce the racial diversity represented on boards and agencies of 
the General Church (later overturned by Judicial Council Ruling No. 1210), 

•	 To remove guaranteed appointments for ordained elders, a policy instituted in 
1956 to protect women clergy and later employed to protect clergy of color and 
those	whose	first	 language	 is	not	English	(later	overturned	by	Judicial	Council	
Ruling No. 1226), and

WHEREAS the present structure of the Church makes it likely that future General 
Conference gatherings will seek ways to remove these protections for marginalized 
communities.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that members and delegates of the NYAC 
be mandated by passage of this resolution to place on the agenda of their Church 
Council the invitation to the gathering on Saturday, November 16, called for by the 
Study Committee for a More Inclusive Church to discuss these issues related to the 
Inclusiveness of The United Methodist Church and options the New York Annual 
Conference may have for structural and disciplinary changes to the UMC, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these persons be expected to report back to 
their Church Councils the information shared, the options the study committee has 
examined, and the invitation to join a growing number of congregations who are ready 
to support further consideration of actions that lead to structural changes making the 
UMC more inclusive of all people, assuring protections for women and people of 
color that have been institutionalized, and removing the discriminatory language that 
prohibits LGBT persons from participating fully in the life of the church. 
Submitted by the Study Committee on a More Inclusive Church, George C. Engelhardt, 
Taka Ishii, Darlene DiDomineck, Jayson Dabney, Ernie Searle, Jorge Lockward, 
Hermon Darden, Milca Plaud, Sara Thompson Tweedy, Patricia Knebel, Paul Fleck, 
Ann Craig, Roena Littlejohn
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petition #2013-303 — expRessing ConCeRn to the 
noRtheasteRn JuRisdiCtion College of Bishops

Concur: 125, Non-Concur: 11, Abstain: 6; 91.91% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

WHEREAS the Reverend Sara Baron (of the Upper New York Annual Conference) 
duly submitted a petition entitled, “Proposed Constitutional Change: Eliminate 
Jurisdictional Conferences,” (the body of which can be found at http://www.nejumc.
org/pdf/2012_07_16-NEJ-MondayDCA.pdf) to the Northeastern Jurisdiction (NEJ) 
of The United Methodist Church, asking to replace the jurisdictional conferences, 
which exist only in the United States, with the central conference structure that exists 
in the rest of the world, and
WHEREAS the petition was referred to the NEJ College of Bishops, in order that they 
form a task force to examine the petition and the issues surrounding it, and
WHEREAS any proposed constitutional amendments to the Book of Discipline will 
have to be approved by the NEJ Annual Conferences at their 2015 sessions, and
WHEREAS the NE Jurisdictional Conference met in Charleston, WV, on July 18-20, 
2012, yet by the submission date for this petition to the New York Annual Conference 
session 2013, the NEJ College of Bishops had yet to form the task force to deal with 
these important issues, and
WHEREAS corresponding conversations are taking place across the connection—in 
annual conferences, other jurisdictions, and other levels of the church—examining our 
global connection and regional relations but the NEJ has not yet formed the structure that 
will allow us to plug into these conversations and thus has yet to have a voice in them, and
WHEREAS the task force will now have less than two years to not only develop a 
proposal and look at the proposed constitutional changes and what they might mean in 
terms of how the NEJ and its annual conferences relate to the broader United Methodist 
Church in the future, but will also have to draft and distribute any potential resulting 
legislation to NEJ annual conferences in that same time frame.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 214th session of the New York Annual 
Conference publicly expresses its concern to the NEJ College of Bishops over the 
length of time it has taken to begin this process, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Bishop Martin D. McLee, resident bishop of this 
annual conference, is hereby urged to take this matter to the NEJ College of Bishops 
and provide leadership in discharging this duty, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the secretary of the New York Annual Conference 
send a cover letter and a copy of this petition to the NEJ College of Bishops to make 
them aware of this concern, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the secretary of the New York Annual Conference be 
directed to include in the cover letter a request for a written response and explanation 
from the NEJ College of Bishops as to why the process of getting the task force going has 
taken so long and that response be shared with the annual conference at its 2014 session.
Submitted by the Study Committee on a More Inclusive Church, George C. Engelhardt, 
Taka Ishii, Darlene DiDomineck, Jayson Dabney, Ernie Searle, Jorge Lockward, 
Herman Darden, Milca Plaud, Sara Thompson Tweedy, Patricia Knebel, Paul Fleck, 
Ann Craig, Roena Littlejohn
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petition #2013-304 — extending the moRatoRium on the 
hydRauliC fRaCtuRing pRoCess in new yoRk state 
Concur: 132, Non-Concur: 2, Abstain: 1; 98.51% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

WHEREAS the controversial drilling process known as hydraulic fracturing or 
fracking, in which millions of gallons of water, combined with sand and a company-
proprietary cocktail of chemicals, many of which are highly toxic, are injected into 
each well under high pressure with the intent of fracturing shale and rock formations 
deep underground to release trapped natural gas so that it can be extracted, continues 
to generate deep concern as to its impacts to the environment, to human health and to 
local community economies, and
WHEREAS one source of natural gas that is being pursued aggressively by the natural 
gas industry is the Marcellus Shale, an ancient rock formation that spans 600 miles and 
four states, including New York and extraction of natural gas from the Marcellus Shale 
would be accomplished almost exclusively using the hydraulic fracturing process, and
WHEREAS one million acres of the Marcellus Shale are in the New York City 
watershed	and	9	million	New	Yorkers	depend	on	the	watershed	for	clean,	unfiltered	
water, and
WHEREAS as of April, 2013, hydraulic fracturing remains exempt from the provisions 
of the Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act, allowing corporations to 
withhold	 revealing	 the	 chemicals	 used	 in	 fracking	 fluid,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 Resource	
Conservation and Recovery Act, allowing corporations using hydraulic fracturing 
to avoid federal regulations pertaining to hazardous waste. The hydraulic fracturing 
industry is also exempt from important provisions of the National Environmental Policy 
Act, the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 
and dozens of other federal statutes and regulations, and many of these exemptions are 
mirrored at the state level11, and
WHEREAS risks to the environment from the hydraulic fracturing drilling process 
include	possible	contamination	of	water	supplies	by	seepage	of	fracking	fluids	through	
the fractured rock formations as well as through naturally occurring pathways through 
geological	formations;	by	spills	and	overflows	from	large	holding	ponds	for	hazardous	
fracking	fluids	pumped	back	out	of	the	well	after	the	fracturing	process;	by	spills	of	
toxic chemicals during transportation to and from the well site; air pollution from 
gases vented from the well; noise pollution; deforestation to create roads, well pads, 
areas	for	water	and	fracking	fluid	hazardous	waste	holding	tanks12, and
WHEREAS energy companies are aggressively targeting land owners in the upstate 
New	York	region,	particularly	 the	southern	 tier,	offering	 lucrative	financial	deals	 in	
exchange for drilling rights, taking advantage of the severe economic downturn of the 
last	several	years	and	people’s	vulnerable	financial	situations.	Many	energy	companies	
are using predatory practices in securing leases from landowners. In some cases 
11 Letter from Bruce Ferguson, Catskill Citizens for Safe Energy, to Jonathan Levy, 

Policy Advisor, Domestic Policy Council, The White House, Washington D.C., http://
catskillcitizens.org/learnmore/levy%20final.PDF,	1/2/2013

12 Summary Report, “Human Health Risks and Exposure Pathways of Proposed Horizontal 
Hydrofracking	in	New	York	State,”	presented	in	meeting	with	officials	from	NYS	DEC	and	
the NYS DOH in Albany, NY, http://www.catskillcitizens.org/learnmore/Human_Health_
Risks_NY.pdf 10/9/2012
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landowners who have signed leases with energy companies allowing fracking to be 
done on their land have found that they are unable to sell or insure their property, and 
WHEREAS from California to Vermont, at least 39 states have laws that allow 
some form of so-called compulsory integration, which forces landowners to sell oil 
and gas beneath their property. The hydraulic fracturing well does not have to be 
on a person’s property for energy companies to tap into the natural gas under the 
landowner’s property. Under a 2005 law in New York state, energy companies do not 
need permission from a land owner to buy the natural gas under their land once 60 
percent of the land around the well is leased or owned13, and 
WHEREAS these same energy companies have access to considerable lobbying 
muscle – ten companies or trade groups that lobbied on fracking and other issues 
of concern to the natural gas industry spent $4.5 million lobbying Albany over the 
last three years, according to an analysis prepared by the New York Public Interest 
Research	Group	–	allowing	them	great	influence	in	swaying	state	policy	and	public	
perception with regard to hydraulic fracturing.14 These lobbying efforts are designed to 
portray fracking as safe for the environment and human health and an economic boom 
to communities, and 
WHEREAS Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s administration is pursuing a plan to limit 
hydraulic fracturing to portions of several struggling New York counties along the 
border with Pennsylvania and to permit it only in communities that express support 
for the technology. The plan would limit drilling to the deepest areas of the Marcellus 
Shale rock formation in an effort to reduce the risk of groundwater contamination 
and	would	be	contingent	on	hydraulic	fracturing’s	receiving	final	approval	from	state	
regulators14, and
WHEREAS the counties in question in Governor Cuomo’s plan include Broome, 
Chemung, Chenango, Steuben, and Tioga, counties that have seen a sharp decline 
in some of their traditional industries, such as the dairy business, leading to severe 
economic distress for many residents of these counties14, and 
WHEREAS New York State Health Commissioner Nariv Shah said on March 11, 2013 
that he will not wait for the completion of any studies, and plans a recommendation 
“in weeks” on whether the state should approve hydraulic fracturing. Shah said he 
won’t	wait	 for	 the	final	 results	on	gas	drilling	 studies,	which	could	be	years	away.	
Instead,	he	said	state	officials	will	talk	to	at	least	some	of	the	researchers	about	their	
findings.	Research	studies	into	the	effects	of	fracking	on	human	health	are	underway	
by different groups such as Geisinger Health in Pennsylvania. The agency is studying 
the health records of individuals living near Pennsylvania gas wells from before and 
after fracking started. Geisinger plans preliminary results within a year15, and 
WHEREAS any plan that allows limited fracking in selected counties of New York that 
are suffering more economically than the rest of the state at a time when the dangers of 
fracking to the environment and to human health are at best not well understood and 

13 Freeman Klopott and Jim Efstathiou Jr., NY Farmers Learn Fracking May Mean Drilling 
if Neighbors Agree, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-03-14/n-y-farmers-learn-
fracking-may-mean-drilling-if-neighbors-agree.html, 3/14/2013

14 Danny Hakim, The New York Times, Cuomo Proposal Would Restrict Gas Drilling to a 
Struggling Area, 6/13/2012

15 CBS News/AP, NY State Health Commissioner Won’t Wait for Studies on Fracking, http://
newyork.cbslocal.com/2013/03/11/n-y-state-health-commissioner-wont-wait-for-studies-
on-fracking, 3/11/2013
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comprehensive federal and state regulations on the fracking process are not in place 
to protect both environment and human health, as well as landowners rights is a social 
injustice perpetrated upon those who are most economically vulnerable, and 
WHEREAS the New York State Assembly voted on March 6, 2013 to extend the 
moratorium on hydraulic fracturing in New York State until May 2015 and require 
further studies on the environmental impact of the practice known as fracking, also 
requiring a full review process, including a new study to look at the potential public 
health impact of fracking16; however, as of April 9, 2013, the New York State Senate 
has yet to act on the Assembly fracking bill or either of two similar bills originating in 
the Senate and neither Majority Leader Dean Skelos or Environmental Conservation 
Chair Mark Gristanti have indicated that they are willing to permit a vote on the issue17. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference send a letter 
to New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo, NYS Senate Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos, and Environmental Conservation Chair Mark Gristanti strongly urging the 
Governor and the NYS Senate to follow the lead of the NYS Assembly and extend 
the moratorium on hydraulic fracturing within the entire state of New York until such 
time as current studies into the impact of hydraulic fracturing on the environment and 
human health are completed and stringent and enforceable state and federal regulations 
are in place for hydraulic fracturing which safeguard the environment, New York’s 
drinking water supply, the rights of New York landowners, and the health and safety 
of all New Yorkers, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference encourage all 
of our local churches, particularly those in New York State, to engage in education and 
social justice advocacy regarding this issue in their local congregations and communities. 
Submitted by the Methodist Federation for Social Action, the Conference Board of Church 
and Society, Rev. Dale Ashby, Rev. Lucy Jones, Rev. Judy Stevens, Rev. Paul Fleck

petition #2013-305 — emBaRk on a BRoad-Based pRison 
initiative

Concur: 131, Non-Concur: 1, Abstain: 3; 99.24% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

WHEREAS the United States has the largest prison population in the world and the 
highest level of incarceration per capita among the major industrialized countries 
(with less than 5% of the world’s population, we house nearly 25% of the world’s 
prisoners18), and 
WHEREAS the population of New York State prisons is approximately 70,000, of 
which 80% come from New York City and Buffalo, and most of these are Black and 
Latino, and
WHEREAS another 24,000 prisoners are detained by New York City on Riker’s Island 
and many more are incarcerated in county jails around the state, and

16 Reuters, New York State Assembly Votes to Block Fracking Until 2015, http://www.reuters.
com/article/2013/03/06/energy-fracking-newyork-idUSL1N0BYFK320130306, 3/6/2013

17 NYS Assembly Passes a Fracking Moratorium Bill, http://catskillcitizens.org/
updates/20130309.cfm, 3/6/2013

18 Jesse Lava, Brave New Foundation, General Board of Church & Society, What If It’s Not 
the Prisoner Who Needs Forgiveness?, http://umc-gbcs.org/faith-in-action/what-if-its-not-
the-prisoner-who-needs-forgiveness, 4/25/2013
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WHEREAS the New York State Department of Corrections currently operates 
approximately 70 prisons and one drug treatment campus within an overall system that 
is primarily focused on retributive justice, rather than restorative justice, with neither 
correction nor rehabilitation as its primary task, and
WHEREAS the gospel calls us to visit those in prison (Matt 25: 36, 39-40, 43-45), a 
call embraced throughout our Methodist history and tradition, and
WHEREAS	 the	 Social	 Principles	 of	The	United	Methodist	 Church	 affirm	 that	 we	
should seek restorative rather than retributive justice, holding offenders accountable 
to the victimized person and the disrupted community, seeking to “repair the damage, 
right the wrong, and bring healing to all involved, including the victim, the offender, 
the families, and the community. The church is transformed when it responds to the 
claims of discipleship by becoming an agent of healing and systemic change.”19

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Conference shall embark on 
a broad-based Prison Initiative, inviting local churches and conference agencies and 
entities (for example, United Methodist Men, United Methodist Women, the Cabinet), 
including those already engaged in some kind of prison ministry, to partner with 
incarcerated persons by entering a Prison Initiative Covenant, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the covenant shall include a commitment by 
the signatory churches to engage in prison ministries, including at least two of the 
following types of ministries: 
•	 “Prison Pal” letter writing and personal visitation programs;
•	 Teaching in prison educational programs such as Rising Hope, Hudson Link or 

the Sing Sing Master’s degree program of NY Theological Seminary;
•	 Participating in the Kairos program;
•	 Leading worship services and Bible studies in a prison on a regular basis;
•	 Inviting incarcerated persons to become members of local churches by 

correspondence, preferably, but not limited to, churches near their home 
neighborhoods;

•	 Welcoming the formerly incarcerated into congregational life;
•	 Addressing issues of criminal justice in teaching and preaching; 
•	 Setting up church study groups using books such as The New Jim Crow, by 

Michelle Alexander, or The Cross and the Lynching Tree by the Rev. Dr. James 
Cone, as well as resources on restorative justice; and provide opportunities for 
forums or dialogues with the formerly incarcerated and their families; 

•	 Set up or participate in existing ministries that support prisoner re-entry into 
society such as The Exodus Transitional Community, and/or personally mentoring/
befriending the formerly incarcerated persons through the ups and downs of post-
incarceration life, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the absence of a congregational commitment, 
we urge individual members, lay and clergy, to make an individual covenant to do at 
least one of the above, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Conference Board of Church and Society, in 
cooperation	with	 the	New	York	Conference	Office	 of	Connectional	Ministries	 and	
other conference constituencies, shall coordinate, promote and support this conference-
wide Prison Initiative, and

19	 	¶164	(H),	Social	Principles,	The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 2012



186 - RepoRts, petitions & Resolutions

LE
G

IS
LA

T
IV

E
 S

E
C

T
IO

N
 3

BE	IT	FURTHER	RESOLVED	that	we	ask	specifically	that	the	Conference	Board	of	
Church	&	Society	and	the	Office	of	Connectional	Ministries	publicize	this	initiative	to	
local clergy and lay leaders, and
BE	IT	FURTHER	RESOLVED	that	we	ask	specifically	that	the	Conference	Board	of	
Church & Society employ a survey instrument on participation in this initiative and 
report to the next three annual conference sessions on the nature and extent of our 
conference’s participation in this Prison Initiatives.
Submitted by Board of Church & Society, Methodist Federation for Social Action- 
NYAC Chapter, John Collins, Mary Ellen Kris, Paul Fleck

petition #2013-306 — advoCate foR immigRation RefoRm

Concur: 126, Non-Concur: 3, Abstain: 6; 97.67% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

“And when a stranger sojourns with you in your land, do not oppress him/her. Let the 
stranger ... be to you as the native along, and you shall love him/her as yourself.” — 
Lev. 19:33, 34
“What does the Lord requires of you: to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
your God” — Micah 6:6-8
WHEREAS we recognize that the reality of today’s global migration is often caused 
by complex economic and political situations that force individuals to relocate, and
WHEREAS the present systems have created great suffering with heartbreaking 
consequences: many people have died tragically trying to cross the border, children 
and families have been separated due to deportation, and several United Methodist 
congregations, including Hispanic/Latino congregations, have been decimated, and
WHEREAS we rejoice that the political climate in our nation has changed, opening 
the space for a just and humane reform of the immigration laws of our country, and
WHEREAS as persons of faith we recognize this moment as a call to recognize the 
human and civil rights of our immigrant brothers and sisters, allowing them to come 
out of the shadows into a life of peace and hope, and
WHEREAS based on the essential relatedness of all people, the call to radical 
hospitality and faithfulness of the church is measured by how we treat and advocate 
for the most vulnerable in our societies, and 
WHEREAS while we are encouraged by the many voices calling for comprehensive 
immigration reform we remain concerned that there are proposals that do not include 
all the actions needed to create a just and humane reform of our immigration laws.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED we call on every United Methodist in the New York 
Annual Conference to openly and forcefully advocate to the US Congress for changes 
that will reunify families, protect separated children, provide a path for citizenship, 
protect the rights of all workers including the undocumented, and to recognize the gifts 
and the contributions that immigrants are making to our nation, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference join the 
Interagency Task Force on Immigration of The United Methodist Church, and 
MARCHA (Methodists Associated Representing the Cause of Hispanic Americans) 
who are calling all United Methodists in our nation to join in prayer and in acts of 
advocacy until a just and humane reform of our system of immigration is achieved 
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that includes the following principles offered by the Interagency Task Force on 
Immigration of The United Methodist Church and MARCHA:
1. Declare a general moratorium on all deportations, keeping families together, 

while Congress acts on a comprehensive reform,
2. Ask state governments to care for and protect children who have been separated 

from their parents by immigration raids and deportations until they are once again 
reunited with their parents,

3. Request Congress to adopt the DREAM Act (Development, Relief, and Education 
for Alien Minors) in its entirety,

4. Solicit that all DACA (Deferred Action for Childhoods Arrivals) be included in 
the Affordable Health Care Act,

5. Persuade the federal government to continue to challenge the legality of state 
anti-immigrant laws,

6. Advocate that any immigration reform includes a path to full citizenship,
7. Denounce	any	incident	of	racial	profiling	that	takes	place	anywhere	in	our	nation,	and
8. Protect all workers from exploitation and unfair competition.
Submitted by the Immigration Task Force of The New York Annual Conference, the 
New York Annual Conference Board of Church & Society, the New York Annual 
Conference Commission on Religion and Race, the Methodist Federation of Social 
Action- NYAC Chapter, Jessica Anschutz, Maria Briscese, Guy D’Angelo, Hermon 
Darden, Lorraine DeArmitt, Steve Derby, Paul A. Fleck, Vicky Fleming, Gary Gomes, 
Emily Hall, Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt, Tom Goodhue, Taka Ishii , Hector Laporta, 
Jorge Lockward, George McClain, Jennifer Morrow, Terry Parker, Kathe Strang, 
Marie Strolin, Scott Summerville, Ximena A. Varas, Carol Wilson, Nancy Zukowski

petition #2013-307 — ComBat human tRaffiCking

Concur: 133, Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 0; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

WHEREAS	 human	 trafficking,	 which	 the	 U.S.	 Department	 of	 State	 defines	 as	
“activities involved when one person obtains or holds another person in compelled 
service,” is an international human rights issue that requires the attention of the entire 
international community working toward justice and equality, and
WHEREAS according the U.S. Department of State an estimated 11 to 27 million 
people worldwide—80 percent of whom are women and girls— are victims of this 
modern day form of slavery20, and
WHEREAS	it	is	now	estimated	that	international	and	domestic	trafficking	is	the	fastest	
growing	international	criminal	enterprise,	taking	its	place	alongside	the	trafficking	of	
arms and illegal narcotics, and
WHEREAS	 despite	 current	 efforts	 to	 combat	 human	 trafficking,	 it	 remains	 a	 $32	
billion global industry21 that depends on the buying, selling, and abuse of human 
beings, impacting mostly vulnerable women and girls, often from impoverished or 
oppressive circumstances, from many countries, including the United States, and 

20 U.S. Department of State, Trafficking in Persons Report (2012); www.state.gov/documents/
organization/192587.pdf 

21  Ibid
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WHEREAS	too	often	people	from	impoverished	countries	are	trafficked	to	countries	
in the economically developed world, with the United States being among the most 
prominent of those countries, and 
WHEREAS	human	trafficking	is	not	just	an	issue	in	the	developing	world,	but	occurs	
within the U.S. as well. As many as 2.8 million children run away each year in the 
US. Within 48 hours of hitting the streets, one-third of these children are lured or 
recruited into the underground world of prostitution and pornography. The Department 
of Justice estimates 300,000 children are at risk each year for commercial sexual 
exploitation, and22

WHEREAS	human	trafficking,	which	predominantly	takes	the	form	of	coerced	labor	
or	sex	ensnares	vulnerable	individuals	who	are	coerced	or	tricked	by	traffickers	with	
false promises of opportunity, and 
WHEREAS	the	federal	government	has	acted	to	combat	human	trafficking	by	enacting	
the	Trafficking	Victims	Protection	Act	(TVPA)	in	2000,	and	reauthorizing	it	in	2003,	
2005,	 2008	 and	 2013,	 making	 human	 trafficking	 a	 federal	 crime	 and	 providing	
protection	and	assistance	to	human	trafficking	victims	in	the	United	States,	whether	
they	are	trafficked	into	the	United	States	or	trafficked	internally,	and
WHEREAS	in	January	2011,	as	a	result	of	cases	involving	the	trafficking	of	women	
in	Westchester	 County,	 NY,	 the	Westchester	 County	Anti-Trafficking	 Task	 Force,	
spearheaded by the Pound Ridge Police Department, the International Organization for 
Adolescents (IOFA), My Sisters’ Place and the Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office,	have	developed	a	multi-agency	anti-trafficking	protocol.	In	addition,	there	are	
inter-agency programs and protocols in place in the following locales within the New 
York Annual Conference: Suffolk County, NY; Nassau county, NY; New York City; 
and in the State of Connecticut.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference of The 
United	Methodist	Church	strongly	condemns	human	trafficking	in	all	its	forms,	and	
supports	efforts	to	combat	human	trafficking	and	aid	trafficking	victims	domestically	
and internationally, and
BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church urges the Conference Board of Church and Society, the Conference Commission 
on the Status and Role of Women, the Conference United Methodist Women, and the 
Conference United Methodist Men to broadly distribute materials to local churches 
to	educate	our	members	regarding	the	nature	and	scope	of	human	trafficking	as	well	
as	 how	 to	 combat	 human	 trafficking.	This	may	 include	 the	 formation	 of	 a	 human	
trafficking	task	force	for	education	and	advocacy	around	the	issue.	
Submitted by Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Women, United Methodist 
Men, Commission on the Status and Role of Women, Methodist Federation for Social 
Action- NYAC Chapter, Mary Ellen Kris, Steve Phillips, Paul Fleck, Susan Kim, Laura 
Galbraith, John Gerlach.

22	 Stop	 Child	 Trafficking	 Now	 web	 site,	 Child Trafficking Statistics, www.sctnow.org/
contentpages.aspx?parentnavigationid=5827&viewcontentpageguid=29d295d1-5818-
4e7a-bde1-f61690fa44a8 
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petition #2013-308 — Beating swoRds into plowshaRes: 
engaging diveRse Communities in puBliC disCouRse and 
advoCaCy to stop gun violenCe

Concur: 151 Non-Concur: 0, Abstain: 3; 100% concurrence, NYAC conference session: adopted

WHEREAS the NYAC has been involved in initiatives to reduce gun violence in 
the past, including resolutions passed at the 2011 Session of The New York Annual 
Conference seeking to ban high-capacity gun magazines and seeking to close the gun 
show loophole that allowed purchases of dangerous weapons at gun shows without 
background checks, and
WHEREAS the Newtown United Methodist Church in Sandy Hook, Connecticut was 
near the epicenter of the gun violence tragedy in Sandy Hook that claimed 28 lives on 
December 14, 2012, and it served as a center for the Red Cross and a center of pastoral 
care amidst the crisis, and
WHEREAS the	need	to	prevent	the	incidence	of	firearm-related	injury	and	death	is	an	
issue of increasing concern and a priority public health issue. The United Methodist 
Church is among those religious communions calling for social policies and personal 
lifestyles that bring an end to senseless gun violence. These acts of senseless violence 
should not be an acceptable occurrence in any community: suburban, urban, or rural. 
The church must continue to address these issues of violence and develop programs to 
enrich the lives of all, and
WHEREAS the Conference Board of Church & Society recently was awarded a 
$5,000 Peace with Justice Grant by the General Board of Church & Society to fund a 
program of the Conference Board of Church & Society entitled “Beating Swords Into 
Plowshares: Engaging Diverse Communities in Public Discourse and Advocacy to 
Stop Gun Violence,”and 
WHEREAS this program and grant are intended to facilitate conversations at 
grassroots levels across neighborhood, ethnic groups and income status throughout 
the Conference in order to educate, heal and engage broader and more diverse 
constituencies in creating common ground among often hostile points of view, and
WHEREAS a goal of the program is to mobilize advocacy steeped in listening to one 
another, especially among constituencies that do not typically talk to each other. The 
Conference Board of Church & Society hopes to promote public discourse that can 
create the impetus for intelligent, long-overdue public policies to move the conference 
toward strategies for promoting restorative justice and sustainable community 
restoration and development, and
WHEREAS the Conference Board of Church & Society will be kicking off this 
program at its annual luncheon at 12 noon on Thursday, June 6 of the 2013 Session of 
the New York Annual Conference with a keynote address by Rev. Dr. James Forbes, 
President of the Healing of the Nations Foundation, and
WHEREAS the success of this program will depend upon the involvement of our 
church members and their communities across the conference.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Conference Board of Church & 
Society, in cooperation with the conference office, the district superintendents, and 
local churches, will undertake to convene in each district at least one public forum 
including clergy, mental health professionals, law enforcement professionals, public 
officials,	and	others	from	communities	(urban,	rural,	and	suburban)	to	explore	ways	



190 - RepoRts, petitions & Resolutions

LE
G

IS
LA

T
IV

E
 S

E
C

T
IO

N
 3

in which our churches and conference can constructively respond to this growing 
tragedy, and to explore the possibility of an ongoing role for our churches in facilitating 
dialogue to address the issue of gun violence in our communities, our schools and 
among our children, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT each church in the conference is called upon 
to prayerfully consider how they can become involved in or otherwise support this 
initiative, such as by: nominating one or more people from their church to assist with 
the visioning, planning and/or execution of this initiative, including recommending 
speakers, other resources, and sites for forums; making their church available to host a 
forum on how to reduce gun violence in their community; participating in, attending, 
or promoting one or more of these forums; aiding Church & Society with planning, 
recommending speakers or other resources; or engaging in creative advocacy to reduce 
gun violence in their communities, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT each church in the New York Annual 
Conference is asked to inform the Conference Board of Church & Society, as soon 
as possible how it can support this initiative (e.g. ideas or resources [including 
volunteers to assist with the visioning/planning of public forums or to help organize 
an advocacy team within the congregation] they can make available to support this 
initiative).
Submitted by Board of Church & Society, Methodist Federation for Social Action- 
NYAC Chapter, Westbury UMC Church Council, Mary Ellen Kris, Paul Fleck, 
Lorraine DeArmitt

petition #2013-309 — gun violenCe legislative Remedies

Concur: 127, Non-Concur: 6, Abstain: 3; 95.49% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted

WHEREAS the 2011 Session of The New York Annual Conference passed resolutions 
seeking to ban high-capacity gun magazines and seeking to close the gun show loophole 
that allowed purchases of dangerous weapons at gun shows without background 
checks, and
WHEREAS the Newtown United Methodist Church in Sandy Hook, Connecticut was 
near the epicenter of the gun violence tragedy in Sandy Hook that claimed 28 lives on 
December 14, 2012, and served as a center for the Red Cross and a center of pastoral 
care amidst the crisis, and
WHEREAS as of May 1, 2013, more than 3,750 persons have died as a result of gun 
violence since the tragedy in Newtown.23  
WHEREAS New York and Connecticut are victimized by the importation of illegally 
trafficked	guns.	Every	year,	 thousands	of	guns	flood	 the	 streets	of	New	York	State	
from	other	states	because	the	interstate	marketplace	for	illegal	guns	flourishes	in	states	
with weaker gun laws. New York and Connecticut are net importers of illegal guns. 
In fact, ATF data shows that in New York State 66.5% of all crime guns recovered 
come from other states;24 in Connecticut 38.8% of all crime guns recovered come from 

23 Chris Kirk and Dan Kois. Slate.com, How Many People Have Been Killed by Guns Since 
Newtown? http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/crime/2012/12/gun_death_
tally_every_american_gun_death_since_newtown_sandy_hook_shooting.html, 4/17/2013

24 Trace the Guns 2010, A Project of Mayors Against Illegal Guns, http://www.tracetheguns.
org/#/states/NY/imports/
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other	 states.	Easy	access	 to	firearms	nationally	affects	our	 safety	 in	New	York	and	
Connecticut, and the safety of our communities. 
WHEREAS as of November 15, 2011, Brady background checks had been conducted 
on over 100 million persons, stopping over 882,000 persons with certain criminal 
records and other prohibited persons from buying guns.25 Extending these checks to 
all gun sales, including private and gun show sales, is a crucial next step that will help 
disrupt	the	flow	of	illegal	gun	trafficking	and	make	us	safer.26

WHEREAS our broken background-check system enables even those inclined to 
commit harmful acts to be able to buy guns. Currently, so-called “private sellers” 
aren’t actually required to screen their buyers. Because these private sellers don’t run 
background checks, anyone inclined to violence can simply track them down and buy 
weapons, no questions asked. Far too many dangerous crimes are committed through 
purchasing guns in this manner,27 and
WHEREAS the American people have spoken clearly. Ninety-two percent of the 
public, including 82 percent of gun owners, support expanding the background check 
system to cover all sales and transfers. Overwhelming majorities likewise support 
bans on assault weapons and high capacity magazines, and
WHEREAS The United Methodist Church has long supported federal legislation to 
regulate “the importation, manufacturing, sale, and possession of guns and ammunition 
by the general public.” The 2012 Book of Resolutions continues: “Such legislation 
should include provisions for the registration and licensing of gun purchasers and 
owners, appropriate background investigation and waiting periods prior to gun 
purchase, and regulation of subsequent sale,”28 and
WHEREAS on April 17, 2013, the United States Senate refused to include an assault 
weapons ban by rejecting the Feinstein Amendment ( #711 to S. 649) by a vote of 40 
yeas to 60 nays29, and
WHEREAS on April 17, 2013, the United States Senate refused to limit high-capacity 
magazines to no more than ten rounds by rejecting the Lautenberg-Blumenthal 
Amendment (#714 to S. 649) by a vote of 46 yeas to 54 nays30, and
WHEREAS, on April 17, 2013, the United States Senate refused to expand background 
checks to gun shows and private sales by not voting for cloture of debate on the 
Manchin-Toomey Amendment (#715 to S. 649) by a vote of 54 yeas to 46 nays31. 

25 National Instant Criminal Background Check, Federal Bureau of Investigation, http://
www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/nics 

26  From Letter of Faith Leaders from the General Board of Church and Society
27 Ibid
28 The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church (2012), Resolution 3426.
29 United States Senate Democrats, Roll Call Vote on Feinstein amendment #711 (assault 

weapons ban), http://democrats.senate.gov/2013/04/17/roll-call-vote-on-feinstein-
amendment-711-assault-weapons-ban/, 4/17/2013

30 United States Senate, U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 113th Congress - 1st Session. On the 
Amendment (Lautenberg Amdt. No. 714 ), http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_
lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=113&session=1&vote=00103, 4/17/2013

31 United States Senate, U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 113th Congress - 1st Session. On the 
Amendment (Manchin Amdt. No. 715 ), http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_
lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=113&session=1&vote=00097 4/17/2013
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT We United Methodists of The New York 
Annual Conference commend President Obama, Senator Charles Schumer, Senator 
Kristin Gillibrand, Senator Richard Blumenthal, Senator Chris Murphy, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, Governor Dannel Malloy, the Legislatures of New York and 
Connecticut, and Mayor Michael Bloomberg for their leadership in addressing the 
epidemic of gun violence; and that we support the following legislation at the state 
and federal levels:
•	 Making gun ownership a more responsible process with universal background 

checks no matter where the gun is purchased, including private sales and gun shows;
•	 Mandating that governmental agencies collect and input the data that is required 

to be entered into the databases relied upon for background checks;
•	 Mandating rigorous enforcement of violations of gun laws and regulations; 
•	 Reinstating a vigorous ban on assault weapons, and
•	 Banning high-capacity ammunition magazines for all weapons capable of holding 

more than 10 rounds, and that
We specifically support the following recently defeated federal legislation designed to 
reduce the proliferation of guns in the hands of those who should not have them:
•	 The Toomey-Manchin Amendment (#715 to S. 649), which would have expanded 

background checks and close loopholes for private and gun-show sales;
•	 The Feinstein Amendment (#711 to S. 649), which would have banned over 100 

different kinds of assault weapons32, and
•	 The Blumenthal Amendment (#714 to S. 649), which would have limited high-

capacity magazines.
Submitted by Board of Church & Society, Methodist Federation for Social Action- 
NYAC Chapter, Westbury United Methodist Church Council, Mary Ellen Kris, Paul 
Fleck, Lorraine DeArmitt

petition #2013-310 — Commendation of those who have 
taken a stand foR JustiCe

Concur: 125, Non-Concur: 31, Abstain: 0; 80.13% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted as amended in plenary session

A request for a ruling of law was made on this item by Mr. Bill Voth of the First UMC of 
Stamford who expressed that he believes this violates the Book of Discipline paragraphs 
304.3, 341.6, and 2702 as well as Judicial Council Decisions 886, 1111, and 1115. The 
bishop said that a ruling of law will be made. The bishop requested a ruling of law by the 
Judicial Council.
WHEREAS the New York Annual Conference has taken a consistent stand for 
more than thirty years calling for the inclusion of God’s gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender	children	in	the	full	life	of	The	United	Methodist	Church.	It	has	affirmed	
that “sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons” and that the diversity of that gift 
should bar no one from answering the call to ministry, from recognition of her or his 
covenantal relationships, or from membership in the church community33, and 

32 Bill Summary & Status, 113th Congress (2013 - 2014), S.AMDT.711, The Library of 
Congress, http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d113:SP0711

33 Methodists in New Directions, NYAC’s Stand for God’s LGBT Children, http://www.
mindny.org/mind-initiatives/nyac-history/30yearwtnss/ 
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WHEREAS the New York Annual Conference has supported same-sex couples’ right 
to full equality in civil society (2003 and 2007), has opposed The United Methodist 
Church’s prohibition against same-sex marriages (1999 and 2010), and has supported 
the recognition that the “sanctity of marriage” applies equally to same-sex couples 
(2007), and
WHEREAS the jurisdiction of the New York Annual Conference includes parts of 
both the state of New York and the state of Connecticut, states where civil marriage is 
legal for same-sex couples, presenting a crisis for our churches and clergy who need to 
provide pastoral care for members and families who are part of our congregations, and
WHEREAS the New York Annual Conference declared in 2012 that “clergy, lay 
persons and congregations encountering institutional discrimination that inhibits equal 
access to the means of grace for all persons may feel bound by conscience to offer 
the ministries and sacraments of the church to all persons on an equal basis” and that 
“Those who so act according to conscience do so in a way that is consistent with the 
long-standing principled declarations of this annual conference,” and
WHEREAS there have been many prophetic and pastoral individuals and congregations 
within The United Methodist Church who have taken actions that are aligned with the 
New York Annual Conference and our longstanding efforts towards the inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons in the life and ministry in the church.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend 
the	Rev.	Jimmy	Creech	for	officiating	at	the	covenant	services	of	same-sex	couples	
in 1997 and in 1999, subsequently enduring two church trials in the Nebraska Annual 
Conference and losing his ministerial credentials, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend the 
Rev. Gregory Dell for providing pastoral care to same-sex couples in his congregation, 
Broadway United Methodist Church, in Chicago, Illinois, who endured a church trial 
in 2000 and was suspended from ministry for a year, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend the 
Rev. Donald Fado and the 67 additional clergy members of the Cal-Nevada Annual 
Conference	who	co-officiated	at	the	blessing	of	a	Holy	Union	in	Sacramento	in	2000,	
and the Committee on Investigation of that annual conference, who refused to bring 
charges against those clergy, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend the 
Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto for her pastoral care to eight couples who were seeking to be 
married	during	a	one-month	period	 in	2004	when	same-sex	marriages	were	briefly	
legal in San Francisco, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend the 
Rev. Amy DeLong for her pastoral ministry to a same-sex couple in the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference in 2009 and enduring a church trial for this pastoral act of ministry 
in 2011, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend 
the Rev. Dr. Thomas Ogletree for his distinguished service to The United Methodist 
Church as Dean of Drew Theological Seminary, Dean of Yale Divinity School, 
President of the Society of Christian Ethics, founding pastor of Vestivia Hills UMC 
of Birmingham, Alabama, and a Civil Rights activist, as well as for his participation 
in the drafting of Our Theological Task (UM Book of Discipline) and for his inspiring 
witness for equality in the UMC for persons of all sexual orientations, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend the 
213 clergy, 948 laity, and 6 congregations within our own annual conference who have 
pledged to offer pastoral ministry to same-sex couples seeking services of marriage, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend the 
more than 1,100 clergy across the connection who have pledged that they will also 
officiate	at	services	for	same-sex	couples,	and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend 
Bishop Melvin Talbert and his call for United Methodists to ignore the prohibitions 
against LGBT people that are found in The Book of Discipline and saying “I declare 
to you that the derogatory language and restrictive laws in The Book of Discipline are 
immoral, and unjust and no longer deserve our loyalty and obedience,” a call which 
has made him the target of opponents of the LGBT people in the UMC, who have 
called for his censure, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference commend all 
of those unnamed clergy, laity, and congregations whose bold actions and courageous 
statements help to provide for the pastoral needs of same-sex couples within The 
United Methodist Church. 
Submitted by Methodists in New Directions, Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
Conference Board of Church and Society, Dale Ashby, Dorothee Benz, John Carr, 
John Collins, Darlene DiDomineck, Jayson Dobney, Paul Fleck, Vicky Fleming,  
Vicki Flippin, Shirley Gerow, Emily Hall, Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt,  
Wongee Joh, Lucy Jones, Sara Lamar-Sterling, Nehemiah Luckett, Charlotte 
Patton, Judith Stevens, Marie Strolin, Scott Summerville, Sara Thompson Tweedy,  
Carol Wilson, Nancy Zukowski

petition #2013-311 — a single gaRment of destiny: gloBal 
solidaRity with lgBt people 
Concur: 129, Non-Concur: 19, Abstain: 9; 87.16% concurrence,  
NYAC conference session: adopted during the conference session

WHEREAS “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” Martin Luther King 
famously said in his “Letter from Birmingham Jail.” “We are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly 
affects all indirectly,” and
WHEREAS	we	must	be	equally	committed	to	fighting	systems	of	racial	and	ethnic	
oppression	as	we	are	to	fight	systems	of	oppression	based	on	sex,	gender	and	sexual	
orientation, seeing the interconnectedness of such systems, and as Christians we have 
a special obligation to actively resist such systems when they are perpetuated and 
reinforced in the name of our faith, and 
WHEREAS rising anti-gay repression and violence in Africa, Latin America and 
Eastern	Europe	is	being	directly	fueled	by	a	significant	minority	of	American	Christian	
leaders, who have warned of the dangers of accepting homosexuals and urged their 
criminalization, and 
WHEREAS these Christian leaders have: headlined the notorious anti-gay conference34 
in Uganda that gave rise to the Anti-Homosexuality Bill (better known as the “Kill 
the Gays” bill for its death penalty provision) and met with its sponsors, and one 

34 Jeffrey Gettleman, NY Times, Americans’ Role Seen in Uganda Anti-Gay Push, http://
www.nytimes.com/2010/01/04/world/africa/04uganda.html?_r=1&, 1/3/2010
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of them proudly describes himself as the “father” of the Ugandan anti-homosexual 
movement, a movement that has included newspapers calling for the death of gay 
activists; urged Russians to “criminalize the public advocacy of homosexuality” in 
a “Letter to the Russian people35,” a wish that came to pass with the recent passage 
by the Russian Duma of an “anti-propaganda” bill36 that bans the promotion of gay 
events; founded a virulently and violently anti-gay organization in Latvia, Watchmen 
of the Walls37, which is known for its anti-gay demonstrations where gays and lesbians 
are pelted with bags of excrement; founded and funded a Brazilian branch38 of the 
anti-gay	American	Center	 for	Law	and	Justice;	among	many	other,	 similar	 specific	
interventions in foreign countries where LGBT people are vulnerable, and 
WHEREAS in some cases these same U.S. Christians have claimed, apparently 
without any capacity for irony, that the spread of LGBT rights in other countries is a 
Western idea, and
WHEREAS, violence and repression against LGBT people has increased in many of 
the countries where U.S. Christians have urged people to take up an anti-gay crusade, 
and 
WHEREAS	 the	 leading	 researcher	 on	 U.S.	 evangelical	 influence	 in	 Africa,	 
Rev. Dr. Kapya Kaoma, reported in 2012: “Pejorative attitudes toward LGBT people 
in Africa have long been widespread. But the recent upsurge in politicized homophobia 
has been inspired by right-wing American evangelicals who have exported U.S.–
style culture-war politics….The Christian right has been involved in legislative or 
constitutional efforts to crack down on the LGBT populations of Kenya, Liberia, 
Namibia, Nigeria, Malawi, Rwanda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe as well. Uganda’s Anti-
Homosexuality Bill has become a kind of template for other countries, including 
Nigeria and Liberia, where similar laws have been proposed… It is homophobia, 
not homosexuality, that is being imported to the continent by neocolonialists with an 
agenda: to spread U.S. culture wars worldwide39,” and 
WHEREAS	the	growth	of	U.S.	evangelical	Christian	influence	in	Africa	and	its	specific	
agenda of stoking anti-gay fears and criminalizing LGBT people is well documented 
in a number of places, including the 2009 Globalizing the Culture Wars40 report and 
the 2012 Colonizing African Values: How the U.S. Christian Right is Transforming 
Politics in Africa41 report.

35 Dr. Scott Lively, Letter to the Russian People, www.defendthefamily.com/pfrc/archives.
php?id=5225300, 10/15/2007

36 Kelly J. Newson, Ban on Gay ‘Propaganda’ passed by Russian Duma, guardianlv.
com/2013/01/ban-on-gay-propaganda-passed-by-russian-duma, 1/25/2013

37 Public Eye, Scott Lively, http://www.publiceye.org/publications/globalizing-the-culture-
wars/scott-lively.php 

38 Jandira Queiroz, Political Research Associates, Antigay Legal Group Targets Home of 
World’s Largest Pride Parade, http://www.politicalresearch.org/aclj-new-brazil-home/, 
1/26/2013

39 Rev. Dr. Kapya Kaoma, The American Prospect, Exporting the Anti-Gay Movement, http://
prospect.org/article/exporting-anti-gay-movement, 4/24/2012

40 Rev. Dr. Kapya Kaoma, © 2009 Political Research Associates, Globalizing the Culture Wars: 
U.S. Conservatives, African Churches, and Homophobia, http://www.politicalresearch.
org/resources/reports/full-reports/globalizing-the-culture-wars/ 

41 Rev. Dr. Kapya Kaoma, © 2012 Political Research Associates, Colonizing African 
Values: How the U.S. Christian Right is Transforming Politics in Africa, http://www.
politicalresearch.org/resources/reports/full-reports/colonizing-african-values/ 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference publicly 
condemn the spread of anti-gay hate to other countries by U.S. Christian leaders and call 
upon all U.S. Christians to cease all efforts at vilifying and criminalizing LGBT people 
in other countries; and state clearly that we believe such hate advocacy is contrary to the 
Gospel call to welcome and defend the marginalized and the oppressed, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference send copies 
of this resolution along with letters of solidarity and support to beleaguered LGBT 
organizations in Uganda, Russia, Latvia, Brazil, Honduras and Belize42, letting them 
know that there are American Christians who support them and their civil right and 
who believe in the diversity of God’s creation. 
Submitted by Methodists in New Directions, Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
Conference Board of Church and Society, Dale Ashby, Dorothee Benz, John Carr, 
John Collins, Darlene DiDomineck, Jayson Dobney, Paul Fleck, Vicky Fleming,  
Vicki Flippin, Shirley Gerow, Emily Hall, Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt, Taka Ishii, 
Wongee Joh, Lucy Jones, Sara Lamar-Sterling, Nehemiah Luckett, Charlotte 
Patton, Judith Stevens, Marie Strolin, Scott Summerville, Sara Thompson Tweedy,  
Carol Wilson, Nancy Zukowski

42	 These	are	the	specific	countries	where	MIND	(through	Benz’s	position	at	the	Center	for	
Constitutional Rights) has contacts with LGBT groups. 


