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Beatrice Mamawah Gbanga, a Global 

Ministries ' missionary (Advance# 13108Z), 

holds a mosquito net during the Imagine 

No Malaria campaign celebration at the 2012 

United Methodist General Conference. 

Gbanga serves as the medical coordinator 

for the Sierra Leone Annual Conference. 
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MISSION STORIES FROM GENERAL CONFERENCE 2012 

his edition of New World Outlook is all about General Conference, 
but not necessarily about the votes taken, legislation passed, or Dis

cipline paragraphs changed . In his introduction, Global Ministries' gen
eral secretary Thomas Kemper writes a few paragraphs on the actions 
that will affect the mission agency and the mission-inspired events that 
took place in Tampa. But for the General Board of Global Ministries, Gen
eral Conference is a global gathering-a focal point that pulls in mission
aries and church leadership from many areas where the church's mission 
ministries are vital and growing. More than 70 Global Ministries' commis
sioned missionaries were in attendance at General Conference 2012. 

Some, like Dr. Guy Kasanka, Dr. Simeon Kashala, Gaston Ntambo, and 
Jacques Umembudi, came as elected delegates to represent their conferences 
at the gathering. Others, like Rukang Chikomb, Kristen Brown, Lyda Pierce, 
and Frido Kinkolenge, came to provide simultaneous interpretation of the pro
ceedings for those across the connection who do not understand or speak 
English . Still others, like Alex Awad, came for discussion around issues and 
to resource the conference delegates with information. Paul Jeffrey came to 
document the proceedings in photographs. Another group came because they 
were being formally commissioned by Global Ministries for mission service. 

No matter why they came, the missionaries. mission partners, and mission 
agency staff attending General Conference provided many opportunities for 
the church 's legislative body to receive the gifts that mission personnel offer 
to the whole church. They embodied Christ's call to "feed my sheep," make 
disciples, and transform the world. This issue of New World Outlook tells the 
stories of some of the ministries of the missionaries who traveled long dis
tances to come to Tampa, Florida, to be present at General Conference 2012. 

To see a list of missionaries currently serving with the General Board of Global 
Ministries, visit Global Ministries' website at www.umcmission.org. At the 
bottom of tne main page is a button that says "missionaries." That button leads 
to a page that provides an alphabetical list of the missionaries' names. Clicking 
on any name will take you to a short bio of the missionary. All the missionaries' 
Advance numbers for missionary support can be found on their bio pages. 

Christie R. House 

Deaconess Becky Louter 

prays over seats at the 2012 

United Methodist General 
Conference in Tampa, Florida. 

Louter, who coordinates the 

Office of Deaconesses and 

Home Missioners, took part 

in a prayer walk to consecrate 

the Tampa Convent!on Center. 

PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS 

Dear Editor, 
When I read the May/ 

June 2012 edition of New World 
Outlook recently about poverty, I 
was disappointed that you did not 
take the opportunity to mention 
the latest books about the subject, 
including books such as : 
• When Helping Hurts: How to Al

leviate Poverty Without Hurting 

the Poor ... and Yourself, by Brian 
Fikkert & Steve Corbett 

• Toxic Charity: How Churches 

and Charities Hurt Those They 
Help (and How to Reverse It), by 
Robert D. Lupton 

• When Charity Destroys Dignity: 

Overcoming Unhealthy Depen
dency in the Christian Move
ment, by Charles Schwartz 

"When Helping Hurts " for in
stance, details how North Ameri
cans define poverty in material 
terms; lack of income, food, cloth
ing, clean water, housing, health 
care, BUT poor people define it dif
ferently. A Moldova woman says· 
"For a poor person everything 
is terrible-illness, humiliation, 
shame. We are cripples; we are 
afraid of everything; we depend 
on everyone." How we define the 
cause of poverty therefore deter
mines the solutions we propose. 

Those involved with Global 
Ministries" In Mission Together" 
Partnership programs are reading 
these books, attending workshops, 
coaching "partner churches " about 
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.[f tters from 1\.eaders 
Alex Awad in Tampa at 

the Kairos Res ponse. 

PHOTO : CH RISTIE R. HOUSE 

this issue, and implementing what 

Ma / we are calling " 50/50 Partnership 

Wo Covenants" between partners, all with 

rerty, I the purpose of avoiding the dangers 

Jid not of dependency. We are in the infancy 

ention stages, but hopefully you could help us 

Jbjec and your readers by introducing them 

to this kind of thinking. 

·to · 
'urting Dick Arnold 

Brian Global Ministries United Methodist 

Church Partnership Coordinator 

rches Eastern Europe and Balkans 

They http.//inmissiontogether. org 
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I n describing the trial of Jesus be

fore Pilate, Luke the Evangelist 

bri"lliantly captured the mood of the 

crowd when he wrote, "But with 

loud shouts they insistently demand

ed that he be crucified, and their 

shouts prevailed ." (Luke 23 :23 NIV) 

On May 2, 2012, at the United 

Methodist General Conference in 

Tampa, Florida, once again shouts of 

injustice prevailed over the shouts 

of those who yearned to see ac

tions promoting justice in Palestine. 

United Methodists and Jewish allies 

had come from around the world to 

stand in solidarity with Palestinian 

Christians who called for divestment 

to help end Israel's occupation . But 

opponents spread fear and misinfor

mation that carried the day. 

The United Methodist General 

Conference considered three 

resolutions that dealt with the Israel-Palestine question . The first two passed in 

favor of justice for the Palestinians, in particular against the occupation and sett le

ments, but these two resolutions have little practical power in them to change 

realities on the ground. The th ird resolution, which called for divesting United 

Methodist Pension Fu nds from three companies that support and sustain the oc

c~pation through their machines and technologies , was defeated. I watched with 
pain my people being crucified again . 

As a Palestinian I am concerned about the occupation of my homeland, the set

tlements , the separation wall, and all the other forms of injustice, but as a Christian, 

I am more concerned over the health of the church . A church that is not ready or 

willing to hear the voice of the oppressed and stand with justice is out of sync with 
the will of her Head and Maker. 

Reverend Alex Awad 

Global Ministries missionary 

Israel and Palestine 

Friends, 

I greet you this day with a heavy heart, a burdened soul, and tragic news. 
On July 10th, everything in the world came to a grinding halt. In a matter of sec

onds, the ceiling collapsed during the last work day at the student center for our 

short-term team from Sugarland, Texas. I was not at that location at the time and 

am physically safe and well. Yet one of the men from Texas and one of our most 

dedicated student leaders, lllya Onoprienko, from the Ukraine, were killed . David 

Goran, the supervising missionary, was seriously injured, requiring him and his fam

ily to be medically evacuated to Germany to receive the surgery and treatment nec

essary for him to make a full recovery. 

I cannot describe what it is like to look around a room and have every eye you 

meet be filled with tears and such looks of despair. Nor can I describe the helpless 

feeling, sitting with a woman who has just become a widow as she calls her chil

dren in the US; helping your supervisor pack for an immediate medical evacuation 

for her husband; or standing at the funeral of a young man who was an integral 

part of your first experience living abroad and of the ministry with which you work. 

While feeling my own pain and sorrow, I know the people around me knew him far 

longer and are suffering even more. 

Katharine Steele 

Mission Intern 

Youth Outreach Coordinator in L'viv, Ukraine 

.. - . . . . . . 
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Scenes from the 2012 General Conference top to bottom: 

Rally to protest the use of private prisons that profit from the 

detention of undocumented immigrants; General Conference 

delegates raise their hands to bless newly commissioned 

missionaries; Dozens of demonstrators, including Steve and 

Leigh Dry of Lexington, MA, took over the floor of a May 3 

session to demand a more inclusive church; Act of Repentance 

Toward Healing Relationships with Indigenous Peoples, PHOTOS 

A BOVE: PAUL JEFFREY/UMN S; Thomas Kemper addresses the 

de legates during a mission celebration, PHOTO: MIKE DU BOSE/UMNS 

GOING 
FROM 
TAMPA 
IN MISSION 
by Thomas Kemper 

he mission presence at the 

2012 General Conference was 

visible and strong, expressed 

in dozens of ways during the 

10 days in Tampa. Global M inistries' 

directors. missionaries. and staff worked 

hard to illustrate how United Methodists 

are taking part in God's mission around 

the world , and I greatly appreciate their 

efforts. Some o f the mission highlights 

of Tampa are summarized in the box on 

pages 8 and 9. 
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The Tampa General Conference gave Global Ministries. as a general church 
agency, a continuing mandate to take the gospel of Jesus Christ into all the 
world. This will be our foundation going forward. For my part, I wish that 

Genera l Conference had been more deliberate in lifting up elements of the Call 
to Action-a central component in Tampa-that emphasized God's mission as 
a condition of vital congregations . Instead, the conference became bogged 
down in operational issues. Working in a spirit of transformation would have 
called upon the church to put faith values before organizational style . 

The General Board of Global Ministries will proceed in the new quadrenni
um in creative ways that take into account the clear expectations of a greater 
emphasis on growing vital congregations and on achieving greater collabora
tion among general agencies-and doing so with reduced funds . 

Vital Congregations 
All vital congregations are deeply imbued with and committed to God's mis
sion . This fact is at the heart of our emerging initiative to develop congrega
tion-based mission celebrations and training. }he models are being shaped in 
close concert with congregations and annual conferences that have learned 
how to celebrate and promote the goals and experiences of mission. Still in 
formation, such celebrat ions will incorporate Wesleyan mission theology, sup
port of and engagement with missionaries, mission volunteerism. and new 
forms of mission communications for all age groups. 

Volunteers in mission-"hands-on mission"-today represents the enthu
siasm for mission of vital congregations and, indeed, of a vital denomimtion 
in the 21st century. Taking part in mission through teams and working local ly 
or far away may be for this century what the Sunday school was for 19th cen
tury Protestantism . It may be what vital worship was-in preaching, song, and 
innovative liturgy-for the latter-half of the 20th century. Sunday schools and 
innovative worship in past generations were motivating, energizing forces for 

Christian discipleship and mission. 

Above : Commission ing of missiona ries at Palma Ceia UMC, Tampa. 

PHOTO: MIKE DU BO SE/UM N S 

Right: The Rev Thom White Wolf Fassett spea ki ng on Native American 

histo ry du ri ng the Act of Repentance. PHOTO: JOHN c. GOO DWIN/UMNS -

Agency Collaboration 
I want Global Ministries to be open 
and giving, collaborating closely with 
other agencies, annual conferences. 
global mission partners, and local 
congregations . 

Opportunities for general agen
cy operational collaboration abound. 
Shared services in human resources 
and financial services are good ex
amples . Conversations and concrete 
first steps concerning these possibi li
ties are underway and will expand as 
we move toward the beginning of the 
2013-2016 quadrennium. 

I am also hopeful that the gener
al agencies. as a group, will have the 
benefit of program guidance from 
both the Council of Bishops and a 
more effective Connectional Table. 
The Judicial Council ruling that ren
dered a proposed central counci l un
constitutional seemed to posit pro
gram oversight with the Council of 
Bishops alone . While I deeply ap
preciate the insight that comes from 
the bishops, I Nould also value a kind 
of globa l (and constitutional) church 

council-composed of dedicated 
clergy and laity- to offer guidance 

and programatic oversight to the 
church through lateral discourse. I 
pray that the Connectional Table may 
unfold in that way and will offer such 
guidance. 

Global and Regional 
Presence 
Global Ministries continues to pro
claim and implement our global mis
sion. This is evident in the priorities 
of the agency's operation : 
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• Training and assigning missionar
ies "from everywhere to every
where." Almost half of our mis

sionaries now come originally from 
outside the United States; 

• Making regional staff appointments 
and hiring international staff to 

coordinate the work of the mission 
agency; 

•Developing regional offices in 
Israel/Palestine, Hong Kong, and 

Japan; 
• Aligning resources and build

ing on experiences to strengthen 
UMCOR's disaster response and 
development programs; 

• Providing The Advance as an 
accountable, transparent giving 

channel for United Methodist mis

sion support; 
• Expanding international young adult 

mission opportunities. 
As the mission agency strength
ens the church's partner relation
ships with autonomous Methodist 

Left: Harriett Jane Olson, chief executive of Ur 

Methodist Women, speaks at "Break Bread with T< 

celebration of Ministry With the Poor on May I at 

General Conference. PHOTO: JOHN C. GOODWIN 

Above: Lawrence Wilson delivers box lunches 1 

participants in a May I celebration of Min istry V.. 

the Poor at a park near the site of the 2012 Unitec 

Methodist General Conference. The meal was pr 

by Inside the Box Catering, a project of Metropc 

Ministries ' Social Entrepreneurship Init iative . 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY/UMNS 
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churches, it will also seek to do more 
to draw together the Wesleyan fam
ily in mission . 

Budgetary Constraints 
Global Ministries will accomplish 
its work in the next quadrennium 
with a reduced budget. Agencies 
expected a 6 percent decrease in 
World Service Funds, but decisions 
in Tampa took another 4 percent for 
programs to train and equip new 
clergy in the US and on the global 
scale-an important step forward in 
mission. The resulting 10 percent 
reduction means Global Ministries 
will recalibrate its budget for the 
next four years. It will mean some 

New World Outlook s E P TE Me ER / o c Toe ER 2o1 2 g 

cuts in programs and staff and such 
decisions will reflect the priorities 
of a strategic plan developed by the 
agency's Board of Directors in the 
2009-2012 quadrennium. 

Following Jesus 
Global M inistries proceeds after 
Tampa with the words of Bishop 
Rosemarie Wenner of Germany, 
the new president of the Council of 
Bishops, as guidance and inspira
tion. Bishop Wenner ended the 2012 
General Conference with a powerful 
message of mission and reconcilia
tion. She said that Jesus' message to 
go ir:to the world with the Gospel re
mains our central challenge: 

"We are sent forth to be the 
church of Jesus Christ at various plac
es around the globe," said Bishop 
Wenner. "We are sent out to proclaim 
the good news in our local congrega
tions-but, even more challenging, 
to proclaim it out there in the cities 
and villages where we are going to
morrow-out there in God's world, a 
world full of beauty and wonders and 
full of suffering, brokenness, and dev
astation. Jesus sends us to go." 

Thomas Kemper serves as the General 
Secretary of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. He is a member of The United 
Methodist Church in the Germany Cen
tral Conference. 
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Democratic 
RepulJlic of 
the Congo 

by Jacques Umembudi, Gaston Ntambo, & Rukang Chikomb 

II three of the Congolese aviation ministry pilots attended Genera l Conference: 

Jacques Umembudi and Gaston Ntambo as delegates and Rukang Ch ikomb as 

a vo lun teer interpreter For the Global Ministries Language Interpretation team. 

In addition to their Genera l Conference duties. they met wi th Global M in istries' staff 

and w ith supporters from United Methodist conferences to discuss Fundraising plans For a new 

Cessna Ca ravan plane. Each p ilot had a story to tell and a w itness to make. Chikomb and Ntambo 

serve w ith the Wings of the Morn ing Aviation Ministry in Southern Congo and North Katanga. 

and Umembudi serves w ith the Wings o f Caring in Central Congo. 
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Jacques 
Umembudi 
I am Jacques Umem
budi, a Global Ministries 
missionary from the 
Central Congo Episcopal 
Area of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. 
Perhaps you are asking, 
"Why are there three pi
lots from the Congo?" 
The DR Congo is a big 
country, about three t imes the size of 
the state of Texas. In all that space, 
it has less than 800 mi les of road
all of it very bad. So transportation is 
a cri tical issue in the DR Congo- es
pecially in times of emergency. When 
we fly, we are respond ing to a "911" 
call. Aviation ministry is a life-saving 
device, and not only does it save 
lives. it transforms the world. 

We have three episcopal areas 
here: the Central Congo Episcopal 
Area , the North Katanga Episcopa l 
Area , and the Sout hern Con go 
Episcopal Area . The DR Congo avia
t ion program operates in each of the 
episcopal areas . Right now, in the 
whole of the DR Congo, we have 

four Cessna airplanes: two 206 mod
els and two 21 Os. 

Some people have accepted God 
~t because they were transported 
by a mission plane. While we have 
expertise in both flying the plane and 

fixing the plane, we do so 
in the context of a glob
al church with a global 
connection. All of us to
gether are engaged in 
transforming the world . 

.,..,,,_ 'll:t'- c 

at tr nsformation possible. 
Last year, we got a CJ8\l .saying that 

a schoolteacher had been attacked by 
a crocodile beside a rive r. When I ar
rived, I discovered that the crocodile 
had snapped off the man 's whole left 
arm, and he was bleeding to death. 
We flew in, gathered him up, tried to 
stanch the bleeding, and flew him to 
a nearby Presbyterian hospital. 

About three weeks later, I was 
sent to f ly him back to his village. He 
came to me to express his gratitude. 
To express gratitude, Africans take 
your two hands in ours to say thank 

Above left: Jacques Umembudi Akasa, a United Methodist miss ionary pilot for Wings of 

Caring Aviation (Advance# 14020Z). Right: Umembudi is welcomed to the vi llage of Minga 

in the DR Congo. PHOTOS: PAUL JEFFREY 
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you . But, as the man stood there, un
able to speak, he started to cry. "I can
not express my gratitude," he said . " I 

don't have a left hand anymore . But 
please understand I am very grateful 
to you for saving my life." I told him, 

"Just say thanks to God, because 
God is the one who provided ." 

We are the instruments of God. 
There are places in the areas over 
which we fly where even to f ind sim

ple necessities, like salt or soap, is 
very difficult. And sometimes w hen 
we fly, we don't realize the impact 
that the aviation ministry is having on 
the people we serve . You can f ly just 
to deliver a small package of medi
cine, and that is what will save some
one 's life . Every day we struggle, 
because often we know w e do not 
have the fue l to fly that small pack
age of medicine, and that patient is 
going to die. 

Our planes can't take regular fuel; 
they have to have Av gas (Aviation 
fuel) . You cannot get that in the DR 
Congo. So, to get fuel when I'm in 
the Central Congo area, I have to fly 
south to Zambia. Once I fly five hours 
to Zambia to get the fuel, my fuel re
serve will last only three hours. This 
will help you understand how difficult 
the fuel situation is. 

We are involved in a collective min
istry. We are doing our part, and we 
ask the church, as a global partner, to 
do her part. We are very thankful for 
people who support our ministries
often people we have never met. We 
are together on this mission journey. 

Jacques Umembudi Akasa is a mission
ary with the General Board of Global 
Ministries assigned to the Wings of Car
ing Aviation Ministry in Kinshasa, DR 
Congo, as pilot-mechanic and program 
director. Born in Yamba-Yamba, DR 
Congo, Umembudi has been a mission 
pilot-mechanic since 1990. 

Gaston Ntambo 
My name is Gaston Ntambo. I'm a missionary pilot 
for Wings of the Morning flight ministry based in 

the North Katanga Annual Conference . For the 
17 years that I have been a pilot for Wings of the 

Morning, I have felt like a f ireman. 
Like fire fighters, we live in a constant state of 

"standby," anxiously waiting for the call to the next 

medical flight. In the DR Congo, it takes about 12 
hours to do a 60-mile trip driving a land vehicle. That is in the dry season. In the 
ra iny season, you just don't try it. 

The pi lots of the UMC aviation ministry give people a second chance at life. 
It is not unusual for people to walk 60 to 100 miles to reach a hospital. The 
people we fly have already tried everything else available. They have used the 
tradit ional medicine and may have seen the traditional doctor or even the voo

doo doctor. Now they are in the last stage of living. That's when their relatives 
desperately seek help for them. Basically, we are their one chance to survive. 

Top and above: Gaston Ntambo, a United Methodist missionary (Advance# 14177Z). pushes 

a Cessna P210 into a hangar at an ai rstrip in Ka mina, DR Congo. Ntambo serves with the Wings 

of the Morning aviation ministry of The United Methodist Church. 

PHOTOS: MIKE DUBOSE AND PAUL JEFFREY 
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Gaston Ntambo accepts the gift of a chicken from a small boy in Luena, where he has just 

arrived to pick up a seriously ill man for transport to the hospital in Lubumbashi, DR Congo. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

Like most United Methodists, we 
have district superintendents, but in 
the DR Congo, every district superin
tendent has a ham (amateur) radio . If 
the village people can get to the dis
trict superintendent, and if the DS can 
reach us on the radio, then we can get 
to the patient as quickly as possible. 

Jeanne Ntambo, my wife, is my 
radio operator. She keeps me alive. 
She is also a missionary with the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
Together, we have been a team, reach
ing out to anyone who calls . Whether 

the callers are United Methodists or 
non-United Methodists, Christians 
or Muslims, we get to them and fly 
them to safety. 

I moved to the United States and 
earned my license as a commercial 
pilot, thinking I was going to return 
to the DR Congo in that capacity. 
However, my first medical flight con
vinced me to be a missionary. I was in 
a village in Niembo with my wife and 
some missionaries, and they called 
me up for a medical flight. The flight 
would take less than 10 minutes, but 

The Cessna P210 arrives back home in Kamina. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 
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the trip would have taken a day and 
a half to walk and a whole day on a 
bicycle. There was no way to get a 
land vehicle in as there was no road 
into this village. 

I landed in the village to find a 
gentleman who, while hunting, had 
been trapped in the middle of a bush 
fire . The only way he was able to 
survive was to find a hole to hide in . 
He was able to survive in that hole, 
but about 60 percent of his body 
was burned when I found him. He 
smelled like charred flesh . 

His family had given up hope. He 
could not move and was in a lot of 
pain . I flew him about a 45-minute 
flight to the hospital in Mulongo, 
believing that surely he would die 
before we got there. Approach ing 
the field for landing, I looked back 

at him, and he was still alive . That 
hooked me. For some reason, I felt 
I could never be anywhere else but 
there. Now, I have gotten used to 
seeing the hand of God at work every 
day. I flew back home and prayed for 
the best for that man. 

About three months later. my wife 
called me, saying that there was a 
gentleman outside to see me. "And 
he's got some people with him. " she 
said. I went outside, and the man 
said, "You don't remember me." He 
was right, I did not recognize him . He 
said, ''I'm the gentleman that was 
burned." 

My hair stood on end. I hadn't be
lieved he would survive . As I was 
talking to him, tears formed in my 
eyes . This gentleman was alive be
cause of God and the Wings of the 
Morning flight ministry. He would not 
have made it to the hospital on t ime 
any other way. I didn't know that he 
was the father of seven children . To 
see all of his children standing next 
to him, I knew that God had used me 
as an instrument to save him. We are 
engaged in a life-saving ministry. 
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The biggest problem that both 
Papa Jacques {Umembudi) and I 
have is aviation fuel. The most dif
f icult thing we face in Congo is not 
f lying in bad weather or landing on 
difficult airstrips . It is having to fly 
in the wrong direction first to get 
fuel , wh ile knowing that someone is 
dying behind us . We have no choice. 
We do the best we can to plan for 
it. But if we are flying every day, we 
are going to run out of fuel. 

I've lost two people as a re
sult of this situation . One gentle
man fell off a train. When you see 
women and children hanging off 
the top of a freight train , you can 
guess that there is no room on 
board for patients . 

This particular gentleman fell off 
the train and got his legs cut off by 
the train's wheels . While I'm flying 
in the wrong direction, I know this 
person is bleeding to death . I land 
our small plane in Zambia, put a 
55-gallon drum of Av gas {about 10 
jerry cans) in the back, and I real
ize-''l'm a flying bomb." But I fill up 
the plane, fly home, land, and refuel 
from the drum in the plane . Finally, 
six hours later, I can fly to the man 
in need . 

He and I flew for only a half hour, 
and he died inside the plane . It was 
very difficult for me, after all that, to 
fly home. I felt like I had failed . 

People have no way of getting 
out of their villages to hospitals. Yet 
the cost and unavailability of aviation 
gasoline is making flight extremely 
difficult. We will continue to need 
your support to keep this ministry 
going. For our part, all three pilots 
are committed to this ministry. Every 
flight we make has a story. We have 
stuck with this program because of 
the effect it has on our lives and on 
the lives of people in the DR Congo. 

We are raising money to buy a 
Cessna Grand Caravan . That type of 

plane uses a cheaper kind of fuel , 
Jet A, which is available in the DR 
Congo. The plane is intended for the 
North Katanga Annual Conference, 
which has a partnership with the 
West Ohio Conference . Many 
chu rches have been raising money 
for the plane . Each one of us is look
ing forward to getting a plane that 
uses cheaper and readily available 
fuel. By available, I mean that a 
phone call brings a fueling truck to 
the hangar. 

I have waited 17 years to see 
that fuel truck come to me . Papa 
Jacques has waited even longer. 
Eventually, we hope to raise enough 
funds to purchase a Cessna Caravan 
for all three flight programs in the 
DR Congo . 

Personally, I have a vision of mak
ing the la rger Cessna Caravan a fly
ing clinic. Imagine flying into a vil
lage bringing medicines and a team 
of doctors and nurses with you to 
treat the village people right there . 
We 'd save a lot of money and, of 
course, a lot of lives . We would still 
need to take more severe cases of 
illness or injury to the hospital; but, 
on the way back, we could also 
transport medicine and make sev
eral stops . 

We are about $500,000 short 
of the total $1 .6 million needed to 
purchase the plane. I'm pretty sure 
it is going to happen this year. The 
commitment that I see across the 
church is far beyond anything I have 
seen before . 

Gaston Nkulu Ntambo is a missionary 
with the General Board of Global Minis
tries assigned to the aviation program of 
the DR Congo. Based in Luena, Ntam
bo serves as a pilot-mechanic with the 
Wings of the Morning Aviation Min
istry in the North Katanga Conference. 
He has served as a missionary pilot for 
17 years. 

Rukang 
Chikomb 
I started work
ing with the 
aviat io n 
program in 

1990, help
ing to build 
a hangar from scratch. 
After that, I worked in the shop as a 
mechanic's helper. 

In 1999, I moved to Johnson City, 
Tennessee, where I started school. 
After graduation, I was going back 
and forth to the DR Congo. My wife, 
Fresie, and I started a family in the 
United States. We were waiting for a 
time when it was comfortable for all of 
us to move back to the DR Congo. Our 
children are now ages 12, 10, and 4. 
Fresie and I were both commissioned 
as Global Ministries' missionar
ies in 2011 . My area with Wings of 
the Morning is th Southern Congo
Zambia Episcopal Area, based in 
Lubumbashi. I fly a Cessna 2~ 0. 

We returned to the DR Congo in 
January 2012. That was the first time 
my kids had ever been to the Congo. 
Fresie had not returned since 1999, 
but I have been in and out every three 
months. The hardest thing for my kids 
to deal with has been seeing other kids 
in the DR Congo who don't have the 
things they have. My youngest one 
noticed many kids walking to school 
in the rain and asked, "Daddy why?" 
My kids asked me to stop and give all 
the kids walking to school a ride. It has 
been a very challenging thing for them. 
We are helping them understand. 

My story is unique. Growing up as 
a kid, I helped the missionary pilots un
load the airplanes and watched them 
load the sick patients. We kids prayed 
for the patients beside the plane. 
Then, after graduation, when I had 
obtained my pilot's license, I became 
the pilot flying to a village in the DH 
Congo. The children still gather around 
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Missionary pilot Rukang Chikomb (Advance# 14959Z) is commissioned while his wife, Fresie 

Chikomb, takes part. PHOTO: CASSANDRA ZAM PI N I 

the airplane when it lands, just as I 
used to do. When I saw them there, 
it struck me-I became emotional. 
Greeting those kids, I told them: "You 
can be me one day. I was you- stand
ing right there. And the way I became 
a pilot was by-llste6ing to God." 

I came from a very poor family. 
But God made up the difference, be
cause God believed in me. And that's 
what is keeping me and my family in 
the Congo every day. We find our
selves saying, "We are making a dif

ference ." It can be discouraging going 
through a tough time in the Congo, 
but when we remember that we are 
here for a purpose, as people for God, 

God leads us. 
When I fly people who are very 

sick from a village to Lubumbashi, I 
can get wrapped up in the job of fly
ing and forget that someone's life 
may be at stake. That is what strikes 
me-I may be saving someone's life . 

Missionaries saved my life when I 
was a little one . I was very sick with 
malaria; I nearly died. The missionar

ies took care of me. 
On some days, I say I am paying 

back; but on other days, I say I am wit
nessing God's love. That is what mat
ters to us: to witness that God is love. 
Through all the difficulties and the joys, 

we get through this work only if we 
trust God. 

The plane is only a tool, sending a 
message in different ways. In 2008, 
I took a young woman who was 
ready to give birth from her village to 
Lubumbashi . She had complications, 
but we got to Lubumbashi on time. 
When I stopped in her village a while 
later, she hugged me and said : "You 
saved me and my baby, and the baby 
is strong." I told her to go and do like
wise for somebody else. 

My area is closer to Zambia than the 
other two aviation areas-only 45 min
utes away. The Av gas is now $843 for 
53 gallons, if you can get it. With a new 
airplane that uses commercial fuel, we 
are hoping to show a cost reduction 
in the long run . The initial program for 
the new plane is looking good. I said 
to my colleague, "People are believing 

in us!" And I would like to say to you: 
"Just keep praying . Don't stop." 

Rukang D. Chikomb is a missionary with 
the General Board of Global Ministries as
signed as director of the Southern Congo 
Wings of the Morning, the aviation min
istry of the Southern Congo/ Zambia 
Episcopal Area. Chikomb was born in 
Lubumbashi, DR Congo, and commis
sioned as a missionary in 2011 . 



Donna Chaat Pewo, a United Methodist missionary (Advance #3021377), 

serves as a Church and Community Worker with Cheyenne-Arapaho 

children in Clinton, Oklahoma. Pewo also serves a congregation in El Reno, 

Oklahoma. Both ministries are part of the work of the Oklahoma Indian 

Missionary Conference. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 



As a result of listening to God's 
call, I have been led to a community 
center that is dedicated to the Native 
American culture of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho peoples . The church 
and the community center togeth
er are providing an opportunity for 
Native American people-not only in 
the church but also in the surround
ing community-to become involved 
in the gospel and in living out God's 

call to love, mercy, and justice for all. 

A Mustard Seed of Faith 
The Clinton Indian Church and 
Community Center focuses on chil
dren and youth . We strive to encour
age and empower children to fulfill 
their potential and to dream of a fu
ture with hope. Given the rich cu l
tural background from which the 
children come and given our rethink

ing of the church's concept of mis
sion, we trust that life and freedom 
in Jesus Christ will shine through in 
all the work that we do. 

We believe that, through the 
power of forgiveness, we can undo 
some of the past damage infl icted by 
the church on the Native American 
people of this area . Our goal is to 
build a new, positive relationsh ip be
tween church and community. 

I'd like to share a story with you 
about one of my 'tweens. Macy, 
who attends public school in Clinton, 
Oklahoma, is a sweet girl who is not 
yet a teenager. Recently, she encoun
tered some troubling experiences. 
Taunting remarks were being directed 
toward her at school. In addition. Macy 
was singled out by her teacher to an

swer questions in class about Native 
American tribes-not just her own 
tribe but tribes all over the country. 
That embarrassed Macy, because her 

experience is only with her own tribe. 
The teacher assumed that. just 

because Macy was Native American. 
she would know about all the 
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different Native American tribes . 
Actually, that assumption made 
Macy very uncomfortable-and it 
also made her angry. She has also 
had to deal with non-Indian children 
making verbal statements about her, 
her sister, her mother, and her grand
mother, just because they are Native 
American . Her family has been tar
geted by. gossip and ridiculed to the 
point that Macy feels she is being 
treated like an outsider in her own 
school-like an "irregular" person . 

Macy's anger and hurt almost 
drove her to the point of retaliation . 

tree . Macy has been coming faith
fully to the Clinton Indian Church and 
Community Center. At church, she 
has engaged in worsh ip, Scripture, 
and singing. She has also been able to 
share her story, concerns. thoughts. 
and emotions with us at the center. 

A Ministry of Healing 
That little bit of faith that was planted 
in Macy and in all the chi ldren at the 
community center continues to grow 
and to get stronger each day. We are 
able to bring th is community together 
and to assist the people so that their 

At the Clinton Indian Church and Community Center, Donna Pewo focuses on empowering 

Native American children and youth to fulfill their potential and dreams. 

" I wanted to fight them all ," she said, 
"but I remembered from Bible study 
that God has made us and loves us 
the way we are as Indian people . 
We 're beautiful in God's eyes . All I 
can do for the people who are talking 

about me and saying unkind things 
about my family-al l I can do is to 
pray for them." 

Macy is a wonderful example 

of how a tiny mustard seed, once 
planted, grows and develops into a 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

needs are met. We can work to heal 
wounds left by past afflictions and to 
move forward , building a strong and 
positive ministry for the church, the 
center, and the community. 

In an 1864 massacre in Sand 

Creek, Colorado, the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho people were deeply wound
ed, losing 168 unarmed people, in
cluding women and ch ildren . The 
massacre was led by a Methodist 
pastor and local army office r, John 
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Chivington. Chivington's superior, 
who approved the raid, was also 
Methodist. So Sand Creek stands as 
a symbol of a violent past involving 

Methodists . 
Today, while the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho treat the church with respect, 
I think they are very leery of United 
Methodists. Their wounds are still 

we want their wounds to be healed 
and we want to practice our healing 
ministry in a respectful way, with hu

mility and grace. Native peoples need 
to have the opportunity to worship 

God and to know Jesus Christ. We 
Native Americans have worshiped the 
Creator in our own ways-in our own 

traditions and ceremonies. In today's 

After her commission ing, Donna Pewo received a ceremonial handmade blan ket 

from fellow members of the Oklahoma Ind ian Missiona ry Conference. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

open. Yet, by our coming together with 
them and sharing the love of Jesus 
Christ-in a way that will help them to 
feel loved, welcomed, and at ease
we can make a difference. I think our 

presence in the community is vital. 
"Well, the church doesn't care 

about us. Nobody comes out here." 
Those were the comments I heard 
when I first arrived at El Reno Indian 
UMC. The residents felt neglected. 
So one of the ministries I have set for 
myself is a ministry of presence-just 

being available. I go out into the com
munity and visit with the people and 
help them to feel God's love. I assure 
them that we are here in a positive 
way. I believe we must be the ones 
to extend an olive branch, because 

society, Native spirituality and Christian 
spirituality can blend together. 

Church and Community 
The children I work with at the 
church and community center 
range from age three to age four
teen . About 35 children regularly 
attend our programs. On Tuesday 
evenings, we have a gathering for 

the youth . On Thursday evenings, 
I gather the elementary kids and 
also work with the youngest group. 
Then , on Sunday afternoons, we 
worship together. El Reno Indian 
United Methodist Church is about 
40 minutes away. The congregation 
I serve is also made up of Cheyenne 
and Arapaho people . 

Our chi ldren have taken owner
ship of the Clinton Indian Church and 
Community Center. They take care 
of the church property. If anyone 

does something improper around the 
church, they will let me know- and 

that's great. 
When I gather the chi ldren to

gether. we have a healthy snack. 
Then we go outside and play for re

creation. We recently put a comput
er lab in the community center. using 

refurbished computers . We have a 
time for arts and crafts and a t ime 
for Bible study, in which we come to

gether and discuss the word of God 
and share it with one another. 

I listen to the children's stories . I 
give the children time to share with 
me what's on their hearts . Many of 

the children come from broken or sin
gle-parent homes. Some of their par
ents are either incarcerated or have 

been incarcerated. Some parents are 
not working . There are many strug
gles and problems that the children 

have to deal with at home. The com
munity center and the church are 
places of refuge for them . 

I encourage other United Meth

odists to join us . Join me in this 
mission with the Clinton Indian 
Church and Community Center. 

Help us to nurture, encourage, and 
empower the lives of each child we 
have now and of many more who 
live in the surrounding community. 
We seek to help them fulfill their 
potential and make their dreams a 
reality. Through your prayers and 

support, we can make a difference 
in the lives of each one of the chil
dren at the church and the commu
nity center. 

Donna Pewo was commissioned as a 
Church and Community Worker witlz the 
General Board of Global Ministrie on 
Sunday, April 2 9, at Palma Ceia United 
Methodist Clz1.1rch in Tampa, Florida. 
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A UMVIM team from Western North Carolina is working 

alongside Luz de Camino (Light of the Way) Methodist 

Church on the Altiplano (high plain) to construct a new 

sanctwa y building. PHOTO: SKIP HO DGES 
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I 
am a United Methodist missionary serving as the church liaison con
necting The United Methodist Church to the Evangelical Methodist 
Church in Bolivia (Iglesia Evangelica Metodista en Bolivia, or IEMB) . I 
work with Bishop Javier Rojas Teran's office in La Paz and also assist 

all United Methodist Volunteer-in-Mission teams that come to work with 

the Evangelical Methodist Church in Bolivia . 
God has called us all together as part of a church with international outreach . 

When we understand and benefit from the perspectives of other Christians 
from other places, we grow in our faith and our faith becomes richer. 

Since I arrived in Bolivia 11 months ago, I've been working to develop a the
ology that helps visiting mission teams understand that they come not only to 
give but also to receive . As churches and individuals, Christians need to relate 
to one another on an equal basis. We all have needs and we all have gifts that 
God has given us to share with others. Unfortunately, many mission teams 
have missed out on this greatest blessing . They are invited to Bolivia not just 

Missionary Skip Hodges (Advance 

#3021318) gives a presentation at 

the Advance Exhibit at General 

Conference. April 28, 2012, Tampa. 

PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 
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to contribute but to keep their hearts 
open to receive the blessings that 
God has given to the Bol ivians . 

Many of the Bolivian churches are 
financially poor. They often worship in 
single-room buildings that have home
made benches for pews and none of 
the accouterments that we would 
normally associate with church . What 
they do have is an incredible spirit and 
an ability to find joy, peace, and hap
piness without having to surround 
themselves with things they have 
bought. My experience as a pastor 
in US churches is that sometimes 
we lose track of the really important 

th ings. We have the abil
ity to share with each other 
an incredible richness that 
has very little to do with the 
money that American teams 
bring to build churches. 

IEMB Health Care 
The Evangelical Methodist 
Church in Bolivia administers 
eight health clinics across the 
country-supported, in part, 
by US churches. The clin
ics are found in areas where 
people would otherwise have 
no health care. Although peo
ple may sometimes walk two 
hours to one of our health 
posts, they would often have 
to walk eight hours to get to a 
larger hospital or other medical 
facility. When our IEMB health 

The Rev. Skip Hodges poses with a young Bolivian 

girl who benefits from the work of United Methodist 

Volunteer-in-Mission teams in Bolivia. 

PHOTO: COURTESY SKIP HODGES 

posts Recently I facilitated a team that 
open in remote areas, medicines, a 
24-hour nurse, and preventive educa

tion become available to isolated rura l 
communities. Direct health care 

improves. So the church 
has a good reputation for 

health care in remote 
areas of Bolivia. 

Cristo de la Concordia is a statue of 

Jesus Christ located on San Pedro Hill 

in Cochabamba, Bolivia. It is the largest 

statue of Jesus Christ in the world . 

PHOTO: SKIP HODGES 

started a new clinic in Capayqui, 
Bolivia-a community that is 12,000 
feet above sea level. Capayqui is liter
ally at the end of the road. You don 't 
go through this town to get anywhere 
else; you drive to the end of the road 
to get to this town . It sits on the side 
of a very steep mountain . People live 
there, ra ise their families, and farm, 
mostly growing potatoes. The resi
dents were very excited to have a 
health clinic . 

The Methodist health cl inics are 
staffed by Bolivian nurses who speak 
Spanish and the indigenous languag
es of the areas they serve. The central 
office of the IEMB employs a doctor 
and a full-time nurse to oversee the 
clinics and procure medicines. The 
mission teams supply medicines and 
do some medical interventions when 

( 
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they are present. but these posts are 
really a Bolivian effort. The Bolivian 

church puts in 90 percent or more of 
the time and support for them . 

The Methodist Influence 
There are about 200 churches in Bolivia 
that provide a very strong Methodist 
presence there. The general church 
has 18 schools-some of the most 
prestigious and respected high schools 
in all of Bolivia . The church operates 
the Rio Colorado Technical Agriculture 
High School in a very depressed area 
to help the people there improve their 
lives in sustainable ways. It's like the 
difference between giving a person a 
fish and teaching that person to fish. 
This school teaches people to grow 
bananas and different plants that will 
thrive in that region. The students leave 
that school with the ability to affect the 
economy of both their famil ies and their 
villages in a positive and helpful way 
The Methodist Church there has a hos
pital and a number ot other ministries. 

The Rev. Skip Hodges with Bolivian Head of State, President Evo Morales. 

PHOTO: COURTESY SKIP HODGES 

The Evangelical Methodist Church 
in Bolivia has 14 districts. It is good 

to be a part of such an active and 

vital church . It is also good when 
Methodist brothers and sisters in 
Bolivia and in the United States can 
share with one another. 

I see missionaries as the liga
ments that provide the connections, 
drawing different people and differ
ent parts of the church together. It is 
primarily through the support of loca l 

A couple of boys playing in Capayqui. The Evangelical Methodist Church in Bolivia supports 

eight health posts designed to provide health care to those who otherwise would not have 

access to it . PHOTO: SKIP HODGES 

churches in the United States that 
missionaries are able to serve in this 
capacity. Otherwise, we would have 
to spend a lot of time trying to raise 
support. Instead, we have a great sup
port network in the churches. Every 
person in every pew of every United 
Methodist church who puts some
thing in the offering plate is helping 
to support this connection-helping 
to support churches that might not 
be able to make it financially on their 
own or helping to bring health care to 
remote places like Capayqui . 

Prayer support for the mission is 
also extremely important. If people 
don't support us in prayer, there is 
just no power in the ministry. When 
I'm in a remote place as a mission

ary, I know that. standing behind me, 
are maybe hundreds of thousands 
of United Methodists supporting my 
ministry. That is an amazing support 
for my heart and for my spirit. 

The Rev. Dr. T. D. Skip Hodges is a clergy 
member of the New Mexico Annual Con
ference. Originally from Texas, he says 
that serving on volunteer mission trips 
was pivotal in his Christian formation . 



22 NEWWORLDOUTLOOK .ORG Background photo: Zach Ferguson (center) celebrates with other 

young adult m issionaries after their commissioning in 2011. 

PHOTO: CASSANDRA ZAM PINI 

Left: Mission Intern, Hannah Hanson, and US-2 Zachary Ferguson 

speak at General Conference 2012. PHOTOS: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 

T he mission intern program. in its 
3Sth year, is a three-year program of 

missionary service for young adults 
aged 20 to 30. They are appointed for 

l 1h years in an international assignment 
and l 1h years in a US placement. 

Placements focus on social justice work. 
The US-2 program. celebrating its 60th 

anniversary. 1s a two-year domestic 
placement. allowing US-2 missionaries 

to walk alongside community members 
in addressing systemic injustice. Hannah 
Hanson and Zach Ferguson were joined 

by Jamila Hunter. a US-2 working in 
New Orleans. for their presentation at 

General Conference. excerpts of which 
appear here. Hunter's story will appear 

in the November-December 2012 

issue of New World Outlook. 

by Hannah Hanson & Zachary Ferguson 

Hannah Hanson: My name is Hannah Hanson . I am a current mission intern 

with the General Board of Global Ministries . I served 11h years in South Africa, 
and I am currently serving Justice For Our Neighbors (J FON) in Central Florida . 

In South Africa, I worked on sustainable rura l-development projects, agricul

ture, fish-pond hatcheries, and poultry production . Then I moved on to an HIV/ 
AIDS counseling and testing clinic. This is important work in South Africa. 

About two weeks into my missionary service in Africa, I met Mama Betty at 

a conference in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. She spoke a number of 
languages, while I spoke only English, so we communicated through a translator. 

In the remote part of the DR Congo where Mama Betty worked, women and 

children especially had suffered the effects of war and violence . Some women 
in her area, she said, felt disconnected from God's love because of the rape and 
other violent abuse they endured . They felt they were unworthy to talk to God

not because of anything they had done but because of what had been done to 
them. Then Mama Betty turned to look at me and asked, "What is your story?" 

I am from the middle class . I have been able to get an education . In some 
ways, my story was just starting and didn't seem as important as theirs. But 

Mama Betty said, "It is important for us to realize that, for both of us to be 
human, we need to hear each other's story." What I take away from that mission 
experience is find ing a place to hear those stories, while remembering that we 
are a part of the story too. 

Currently, I serve with JFON in my domestic placement, working in 

immigration advocacy in centra l Florida . This can often be a tough job . I 
work with an attorney who provides free services to immigrants and 
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refugees through JFON, wh ich was 
started by the United M ethodist 
Committee on Relief . 

Zachary Ferguson: I work in 
Memph is, Tennessee: with an or
ganization called Workers Interfaith 
Network {W IN), an affiliate of 

Interfaith Worker Justice in Chicago. 
We work on two main campaigns. 
One deals with w age theft, w hen 
people aren 't pa id for the hours they 
worked-having their pay withheld 
completely-or when they are not 
paid extra for working overtime. The 
other campaign seeks a living wage 
rather than a minimum wage . A liv
ing wage enables people w ho w ork 
40 hours a week to provide the basic 
necessities of life for themselves . 
Necessities do not include enter
tainment, 1he ability to save money, 
or the ability to pay off debts . But a 

· 40-hour-per-week job shou ld provide 
enough pay for the worker to live and 
eat and to have shelter and clothing. 

After I had been working in 
Memphis for about a month, a client 
employed by a local restaurant in the 
area sought our help. He said that he 
wa? not being paid . When we started 
investigating, we discovered that he 
was owed a little over $15,000. He 
said that, on many days, he had to 
choose between paying his bills and 
feeding his family. It turned out that 
he was being pa id in t ips only. Federal 
law requi res that restaurant work
ers be pa id $2.13 an hour plus tips . If 

that total doesn 't reach the minimum 
wage of $7 .25, then the restaurant is 
required to make up the difference. 

This client was working 60 to 80 
hours per week. We were able to ne

gotiate a settlement with the employ
er enabling the worker to recover al
most all of his missing wages. Later, 

a group of seven workers from the 
same restaurant came to us. They 
were collectively owed $88,000. 

We have just finished settling with 
the restaurant to get those. workers 
pa id as well. It's difficult to be patient 
when you know your clients need 
their money now and that the negoti
ating process is slow. Often, the em
ployer resents the idea of rest itut ion. 
But we must use the legal avenues 
that exist. 

The beauty of the young adult 
mission programs is that we're able 
to ta ke on issues that are important 
to us-and to the communities we 

Hannah Hanson: I found it hum
bling when I was abroad and I learned 
that people were praying for me back 
home. I learned about prayer in a w hole 
new way, as prayer made me stron
ger. There are ways to give to the pro
grams financially, but, most importantly, 
we hope that more young people will 
be made aware of these mission pro
grams. This is a great way to serve God 
and be part of the church. More young 
people in local churches need to know 
about these opportunities for service. 

Left to right: Marilyn Beecher, Hannah Hanson, Paloma Acosta and Colleen Abel celebrate 

and sha re informatio n o n JFON at the UMC Annual Co nferenc e, Lakeland Florida. 

PHOTO: COURTESY JFO CENTRAL FLO RIDA 

serve. These issues affect all of us, 
whether we are aware of them or 

not. Mission service gives us the op
portunity to take part in other people's 
struggles or to get an insight into an 
issue we might never have known 
about otherwise . When people in 
Memphis learn that I'm a missionary, 
often their responses are good. They 
decide that we need more missionar
ies in Memphis . 

The young adult mission programs 
also give young people a voice in the 
church . Sometimes we don't feel we 
have a voice. It is encouraging to think 
we have the power to change the 
church from the inside. 

Hannah Hanson is from Arlington Coun
ty, Virginia, just across the river from 
Washington, DC. She was raised in a 
strong social-justice faith tradition at 
Dumbarton United Methodist Church in 
DC. She became a member of Mt. Olivet 
United Methodist Church in Arlington, 
Virginia, where she was involved in youth 
ministry. Zachary Ferguson grew up 
in Martinsville, Virginia. He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in history and po
litical science from the University of Rich
mond, and earned a certificate in non
profit management from Duke University, 
Durham, North Carolina. He was a legis
lative intern for a member of the Virginia 
House of Delegates in early 2010. 
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WHAT DOES 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH ACTUALLY SAY? 
by Christie R. House 

The church of Jesus Christ exists 
in and for the world, and its very 

dividedness is a hindrance to 
its mission in that world. 

PREAMBLE OF THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

T 
he Constitution of The 

United Methodist Church 

is found in the first part of 

The Book of Discipline, im

mediately followed by the church's 

statements on Doctrinal Standards. 

The Constitution is not so much 

the heart of the church ; it is more 

like the mind of the church at work . 

Forming a Constitution 
The last comprehensive organization

al overhaul of The United Methodist 

Church was approved in 1968 at 

the official Uniting Conference of 

The Methodist Church and The 

Evangelical United Brethren Church . 

The Constitution was adopted in 1966 

by the general conferences of the two 

bodies, giving two years for the an

nual conferences of both church bod

ies to approve it before the Uniting 

Conference. It had taken about six 

years for representatives from both 
church bodies to craft the new con

stitution and form a plan of church 

union . This was an excellent timeline . 

It had taken about 20 years of negotia

tions for The United Brethren Church 

to unite with the Evangelical Church . 

The plan of union for The Methodist 

Church in 1939, uniting three denomi

nations, took about 23 years . 

Basic Organizational 
Structure 
The Constitution of The United 

Methodist Church is modeled after 

the Constitution of the United States 

of America. It is designed with checks 

and balances built into the organiza

tiona l structure to prevent any one 

branch of government from taking too 

much authority over the whole body. 

The US Constitution provides for an 

executive branch (the president), a 

congressional branch (the US Senate 

and House), and a judicial branch {the 
Supreme Court). 

United Methodists also have an 

executive branch-the Council of 

Bishops. In this case, there is not one 

chief executive, but many. Bishops, 

according to the Constitution, are 
elected by jurisdictional (US) or central 

(outside US) conferences, are to meet 

as a group at least once a year, and are 

to provide "general oversight and pro

motion of the temporal and spiritual in

terests of the entire Church ... " {~47, 

Article Ill) . The Council of Bishops ap

points bishops to serve on the boards 

of the general commissions and agen

cies of the church. But the work of the 

bishops is reviewed by the standing 

committee on episcopacy, elected 

by jurisdictional conferences, con

sisting of one clergy and one lay del

egate from each annual conference. 

Although bishops appoint and over

see the work of pastors and district 

superintendents, General Conference 
decides what pastoral responsibilities 

and authorities are in the local church 

and annual conference . 

The congressional branch of 

United Methodist governance is the 

General Conference, which meets 

every four years as a body, with pro

vision for calling the body together 

at other times for rare special con

ferences . This congress is made up 

of delegates elected by each annual 

or central conference. Although the 

bishops of the church officiate at the 

proceedings of General Conference, 

much like they do in their annual con

ferences, they have no vote . Only 

elected delegates-lay and clergy

have voice and vote . 

The judicial branch of United 

Methodist governance is the Judicial 

Council. The Judicial Council is made 

up of lay and clergy who are elect

ed by the General Conference. The 

General Conference decides how 

many to elect, what their terms will 

be, and who is qualified to serve. The 

council meets as a body at least twice 

a year and at General Conference to 

consider whether actions of the vari

ous church bodies adhere to the con

stitution and follow the rules outlined 

in The Book of Discipline. Their cases 

Continued 011 page 4 5 
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UNITED 
METHODIST 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNANCE 

Election . 

• Oversee 

Local churches send thei r pastors and elect 
delegates to their annual conferences. 

LOCAL 
CHU RCHES 

Annual conferences elect delegates to 
jurisdictional conferences and General 
Conference. 
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General Conference elects Judicial Council , 
makes decisions about structure and church 
P<?_licy, and oversees creation and budgets of 
general agencies. 

GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

ANNUAL 
CONFERENCES 

Jurisdictional conferences elect bishops. 

Judicial Counci l reviews decisions of the 
bishops, the General Conference, and 

the ann ual conferences. 

JUDICIAL 
COUNCIL 

BISHOPS 

Bishops oversee the whole church. 

::;: 
0 
u 
::;: 

~ 
a: 
a: 
<! 

"' z 
UJ 

~ 
I 

~ 
0 
>-
0 
I 
0.. 



26 NEWWORLDOUTLOOK .ORG 

T H E G I L M 0 R E S were 

commissioned at the Global 

Ministries Commissioning Service 

held at Palma Ceia UMC in Tampa, 

Florida. April 29. 2012 . During a 

break in the plenary sessions of 

General Conference 2012 . they 

spoke at The Advance exhibit about 

their new work as missionaries 

settling into life in Northern Ireland. 

Portions of their presentation Follow. 

TRADITIONAL f"I 

DELIVER Y ! 

TEL: 90 4 

Britt Gilmore: My name is Britt Gilmore . My wife, Alison, and I work in East 

Belfast Mission, which includes the congregation of Newtownards Methodist 
Church, part of the Methodist Church of Ireland. This church has stood on its 
spot in East Belfast for the past 150 years . East Belfast Mission also has many 
outreach projects that invest in the community. 

About 100 years ago, the Titanic was bu ilt in the Belfast neighborhood 
where we live and work . Over the 20th century, more than 20,000 people in 

Belfast worked in the ship-building industry. Over time, however, the industry 
declined. In the area where our church is located, there has been high unem
ployment for the last 40 years, resulting in increased incidents of domestic 
violence, more broken families, and more men involved in paramilitary organi
zations, particularly during "the Troubles ." Children have grown up in that envi
ronment, spending a lot of time on the streets in and around East Belfast while 
living in segregated communities-some Protestant, others Catholic . 

Alison Gilmore: My name is Alison Gilmore and I'm originally from Northern 
Ireland, though not from Belfast. Britt and I lived in the United States for eight 
years, leaving last summer to go and serve in Belfast, Northern Ireland. This 

area has been devastated by the paramilitary troubles in Ireland over the past 
50 years. 
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East Belfast Mission reaches out 
to hundreds of people every week 
through va rious programs, trying to 
help them heal from some of the 
conflict they have experienced. Part 
of my assignment as a mental health 
counselor is to set up a counseling 
center to work with individuals and 
families-especially families who 

have been pulled apart by conflict. 
When there is so much violence and 
conflict in people's lives, they come 
into the counseling room trying to 
f ind a sense of peace-which many 

:! lack in thei r lives . 

issues for her. She has experienced 
being raped multiple times. She 's 
had a gun held to her head and has 
experienced five or six mental break
downs. She even ended up in prison 
for a period of time . 

Given the many traumatic events in 
her life, Jane has a long list of prescrip
tions that she uses to keep function
ing . She n:iay never become complete
ly whole from all that devastation. My 

hope is that she will be able to take 
ownership of her life and make good 
choices, saying no to some of those 
terrible relationships she has allowed 

The Rev. Britt (Advance #3021322) and Alison Gilmore (Advan ce #3021321) at The Adva nce 

booth, 2012 General Conference. PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 

Literally, every person coming 
through my door has a severe chron
ic illness, such as depression or 

thoughts of suicide. I've been work
ing with one woman, whom I'll call 
Jane, for the past few months. She 

was the very first client I met. Jane 
unburdened herself to me so much 
that I couldn't keep up with the note 
taking . She had a number of part
ners from both sides of the paramili
tary conflicts, which created a lot of 

herself to get involved in . Perhaps she 
can shed some of that brokenness 
and be a much stronger woman . For 
her to feel that she is worthy-able to 
say "I am someone of importance"
would be great progress for her. God 
wants to heal her and bring her out of 
her depression. 

Jane is very different from me in 
every way, yet I love working with her. 
I've learned so much by just listening 
and accompanying her in her pain . 

Counseling is just one aspect of 
East Belfast Mission's work. There 
are many other issues to be ad
dressed relating to the neighbor
hood's poverty. The mission hosts 
a hostel, or homeless shelter, with 
26 beds. Several staff members are 
dedicated to an employment project 
called "Stepping Stone." They work 
with people to help them discover 
their gifts and develop their skills as 
they look for suitable work. The mis
sion has developed substantial com
munity-based youth and children's 
work, as well as men 's and women 's 
groups that are distinct from the con
gregation . East Belfast Mission runs 
ten stores that sell second-hand furni
ture or clothing across the city. 

One of the ministries that has cap
tured my attention is the program 
dealing with nutrition . Many people 
in the area don't eat vegetables or 
fruit. In fact, the local grocery store 
sells only highly preserved frozen 
food . There are no fresh vegetables 
for sale in this store . Because the 
people have a very low rate of liter
acy, everything sold is priced at one 
pound or two-pound amounts, with 
no change . Just one or two miles 
away, life can be very different, but 
in our part of East Belfast, there are 
people who have never had a fresh 
peach or strawberry. So we have pro
grams to help people with nutrition, 
such as cooking demonstrations that 
show how our chef uses vegetables 
in a stew. This chef is based in a cafe 
where people can get a good meal 
every day at a very low cost. In addi
tion, the mission provides meals on 
wheels, delivering hundreds of meals 
to people in the community. 

We 'd like to encourage gardening, 
but the mission is located in an area 
with very little green space. Many 
of the houses in that part of town 
are called "two up, two down "

two rooms upstairs and two rooms 

. . - . . - . - . . . 
. · . ·. . ,, ,,,, , • ·.', . 1 , •·r ; :·•·- ~. ·.· , ~ . ~ .· :r . . • \, ,. 1 ;, . : .·!. .·~ .... ;.-i f. ;.r~~-r-1. .. ~ 1 i.~ · • • . tt. r ... ::-r:.:, . , ... 11 1- ~, ,. ,, . -. • • ~ . .. ~ .. .- . ::-.- 1 ~ ~ , •• , , , . 



Four years ago, before we ar-

rived , a young man named John Bt 

came to the mission . He was being tr< 

consumed by alcohol and had very se 

little meaning or hope in his life. But o 
by God's grace. he had the courage e~ 

to stop drinking. He began meeting lrt 
with the mentors and trying to bu ild th 
up his skills in order to find mean- sc 

ingful work. Two years ago, he start- th 
ed coming to church . Last year. he QI 

started volunteering to do the sound sc 

and AV jobs in the congregation . fri 
Then he decided to start a group 01 

that would reach out to other men in 

the community, offering them an al- A 
ternative to going to the bar at night. b 

When I first started working at the 51 
Alison Gilmore counsels a client at East Belfast Mission. PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMCOM church, John was interested in some 

downstairs. People live in rows of 
connected houses. Out the back door 
is a concrete strip holding the oil tank 
that heats the house. There is no
where. really, to plant a garden. 

Britt Gilmore: My role in the mission 
is to serve as a second clergy staff 
person along with Rev. Gary Mason . 
I am working with the congregation. 
but I am beginning to focus more 
time on bu ilding bridges between 
the congregation and others in the 
community. 

East Belfast Mission has a model 
of holistic ministry-recognizing that 
people have physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs. The programs at East 
Belfast Mission have grown out of 
the convictions of Christian faith and 
the desire to love both God and neigh
bor. There are many people connect

ed to these programs today that are 
not connected to any local congrega
tion . As an example, there are 80 pri
mary-aged children who w ill come to 
a Friday night kids club, and only four 
or five of them are from the church. 

Each person and family who comes 
to the mission for help with housing, 

MQ 

employment, or counseling also has 
spiritual needs. While we don't seek 
to force faith through any of these pro

grams, we are looking to create more 
opportunities in which people can ta lk 
about issues of faith . 

basic spiritual nourishment-learning 
more about the Bible and Christian 
discipleship . We're walking together 
now on a journey. My role is to build 
a bridge connecting the church w ith 

some of the other activities under
taken by the mission . 

The Rev. Britt Gilmore (left) leads a prayer for Patrick and Gail Mercer, who are expecting a baby, 

during a small-group study in Belfast, Northern Ireland. PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMCOM 

QI 

te 

w 



ar

ohn 
~ Ing 

1ery 

But 
age 

ting 

u1la 
~a n-

art
he 

Jnd 
on. 
lUp 

1 In 

al

ht 
:he 
11e 

ng 

1an 

1er 

1ild 

1th 
er-

Our first nine months with East 
Belfast Mission have been a time of 
transition . Our two daughters, ages 
seven and four, have been adjusting 
to life in Northern Ireland . Our young
est child , Jake, was born in Northern 
Ireland last October. By now, we feel 
that we have settled in and have built 
some relationships with the mission. 
the church, and the community. The 

girls have gotten used to their new 
school and have developed new 
friendships , and we look forward to 
our next chapters in ministry. 

Alison: I think children are very flex
ible, but they go through all the tran
sitional stages of adjustment. This 
move has definitely been hard for our 
girls. In the States, our eldest daugh

ter went to a lovely Christian school 
with only 10 students in the class and 
a teacher who really nurtured her. In 

East Belfast. her classroom has 30 
students . It was hard for me to see 
her being picked on in the playground 
because of her American accent. 
wh ich both girls are now losing
sounding more like me. But there 
have also been many great oppor
tunities to guide the children and 
help them walk away from a con
fl ict or angry words . 

Britt: East Belfast M ission has begun 
an exciting new venture . A number 
of partners have come together to 
help fund a large new project ca lled 
"Skainos." It will conta in the min
istries of the mission and space for 
other tenants as well. Th is w ill include 
six classrooms for a local community 
college, a day center for those over 
60, and housing for 130 peoole to live 
on-site . We talked about nutrition ear

lier; there will be a community gar
den on the roof of this facility where 

people can grow food together. The 
vision of Skainos is to help transform 
and renew this neighborhood that has 
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known such deprivation and conflict. 
With the numbers of people that will 
be coming through these facilities, it 
is a wonderful time to develop the 
counseling center and to increase op
portunities for exploring faith . 

As part of its' ministry in a divid
ed community, East Belfast Mission 
has a long history of building bridges 
of friendship and understanding be
tween Protestants and Catholics . This 
is not straightforward, as the Mission 

service day. People went out to do 
small acts of kindness. Because of 
our relationship with the Catholic 
women 's group, we were able to go 
into some of the pensioners' homes 
in the Cathol ic community and ask if 
they had anything they wanted us to 

do. Seven families came up w ith lit
tle projects for us . When people get 
to know one another, it is a lot harder 
to demonize the other group if some
th ing goes wrong. 

The Rev. Britt Gilmo re (left) helps pre pare a fen ce raili ng for paint during a community 

clean- up day s ponsored by East Be lfast Mission in Belfast, Nort hern Ireland . Serving 

with Gilmore are Roy Kane and his son Re ube n. PHOTO: MI KE DUBOSE/U MCO M 

has a Protestant congregation and is 

located in a segregated Protestant 
community. If you go about a quar
ter mile down the road, you come to 
a wa ll, where only a few streets go 
through . On the other side of this bar
rier is a small Catholic community in 
East Belfast. A couple of years ago, 
the women 's group at the mission 
merged with a women's group in the 
Catholic community. This group of 

Protestant and Catholic women meet 
every week, alternating between East 

Belfast Mission and a community 
center in the Catholic neighborhood. 

In March 2012, East Belfast 
Mission sponsored a community 

It is a real privilege to be walking 
alongside this community, w here 
God has been acting through people 
who reach out. gently touch other 
people's hurt. and bring them hope in 
practical ways through Jesus Christ. 

Britt Gilmore is a native of F1orida and 
a clergy member of the Florida Annual 
Conference. Alison was bom and raised 
in Northem Ireland, attending second
ary school in Belfast and graduating 
with a Bachelor of Education degree from 
Stranmillis University College in 1996. 
She earned a Master's degree in counsel
ing from Asbury Theological eminary in 
Orlando, Florida. 



J uan Guerrero is the mission 
superintendent of the United 

Method ist Honduras Mission Initiative. 

He and Alexandra Castro. his wife. 

have one son. Jeremiah Guerrero 

Castro. who was with them in 

Tampa. Florida. for their missionary 

commissioning service on April 29 . 

Alexandra Castro serves as treasurer 

of the United Methodist Honduras 

Mission Initiative. Excerpts from 

their missionary presentation. given 

in Spanish at the Advance exhibit at 

General Conference. follow. Their 

missionary colleague Catherine 

Whitlatch. who currently serves as 

Missionary in Residence at Global 

Ministries, translated their presentation 

into English. Cathy and her husband, 

Ron Whitlatch. served the Methodist 

Church in Argentina for 15 years. 

Juan Guerrero: I am Juan Guerrero from Colombia and I'm serving in 

Honduras. I was an atheist until about 20 years ago, when I was called by the 
Lord . I had a very strong conversion experience and was one of the founders 
of the Colombian Methodist Church, which was then an emerging church, 

much as the church in Honduras is now. 
It's been a year and a half since Global Ministries asked me to go to 

Honduras to help with the ministry there as a superintendent. I had been 
serving as a pastor in Colombia for about 15 years, but when Global Ministries 
ca lled me, I felt that I should go. 

I have been working with the pastors in Honduras so that they can build 
up the church together and become self-directing . This year, a congregation 

l< 
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The Rev. Juan Guerrero 

(Advance #3021275) gives a 

presentation at The Advance booth, 

General Conference 2012. Rev. 

Guerrero, a native of Colombia, is the 

mission superintendent of the UM 

Honduras Mission Initiative. 

PHOTO: CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 

1n Talanga, Honduras, constructed 

a new church building without as

sistance and without incurring any 

debt. About 1 00 people now wor

ship there. In Honduras, there are 

now 17 United Methodist mission 

churches, including two new ones 

started this year with local leadership. 

I'm the superintendent and there 's 

one other missionary pastor there 

and other missionaries sent from 

Mexico, Nicaragua, and Guatemala . 

The other pastors are Honduran local 

leaders who have come to know 

Christ through the United Methodist 

Honduras Mission Initiative. 

Fifteen years ago, United Meth

odism did not exist in Honduras . Now 

the mission initiative has organized 

about 40 groups of people who go 

1g in out into their communities to do visi-

y the tation . The church increases its mem-

iders bership in this way. 

urch. 
Alexandra Castro: My name is 

10 to Alexandra Castro, and I am also from 

Jeen Colombia . I'm serving in Honduras as 

tries the mission's treasurer. I have found 
that it is very important to keep well-

JUild documented financial records and 

3110n to be strictly accountable in financial 
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matters . I look to Jesus Christ and 

his multiplication of the fish and the 

loaves at the feeding of the five thou

sand . He taught us to not waste 
anything . 

Many generous people from 

the United States come to visit the 

Honduras mission . Volunteers come 

to help build worship centers, and 

medical personnel come to hold clin

ics to help people with their medical 

problems. With all of these groups, 

it is very important to be transpar

ent with the finances. My work is to 

make sure that financial matters are 

completely transparent. I am very 

ca refu l to account fore ery dollar the 

church handles . 

August 17, 2010, was a very im

portant day for me. On that day I was 

finally able to buy a car. We lived up in 

the mountains in Colombia . In order 

to get down to the city, I needed a 

car. Having this car, I didn't have to 

depend on my husband to give me 

rides everywhere. I was able to get 

myself where I needed to go. I just 

kept praying : "Thank you, God. Thank 

you for this car." But as I prayed, I re

alized that God had given me a lot and 

that I hadn 't given very much in re

turn . So I promised that I would deep

en my commitment to the church . 

The next day, the General Board of 

Global M inistries called to offer Juan 

the position of mission superinten

dent in Honduras. Juan said that we 

should go and that I could work as 

treasurer. I had not thought that God 

would take up my offer of service so 

quickly. I didn't even know where 

the country of Honduras was-other 

than that it was in Central America . 

But. in obedience to God 's call, we 

left Colombia and went to Honduras . 

The car did not go with us . 

Being a missionary is sometimes 

difficult. You have to leave your fam

ily; you have to leave your country; 

and you have to adapt to a new cul

ture and a new place. But God gives 

us the strength to do it-and to do it 

with love . 

Juan Guerrero: American pastors 

sometimes ask us how we start new 

churches . You need pastors and lay 

people who are willing to go and 

plant the church . They have to have 

really deep faith themselves and a lot 

The Rev. Juan Guerrero visits with Vicky Quintanilla as she makes tortillas in her home in the 

northern Honduran village of Ceibita. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 



32 NEWWORLDOUTLOOK.ORG 

of enthusiasm. The United Methodist 
Mission Initiative in Honduras is situ
ated in very poor rural areas or in 
places where the poor live in the 
cities . We wanted to try starting 
churches in the city among the mid
dle class also. When we began this 
effort in San Pedro Sula, a big city, 
we began with a lay pastor who had 
a lot of enthusiasm . 

In San Pedro Sula, I preached in 
jails, on the radio, and on TV. In four 
months, I had 100 people coming to 
church . Volunteers from a church in 
Illinois have come to help plant the 
church in San Pedro Sula . They have 
come to Honduras and then gone out 
to win the people . They have been a 
really strong help . 

L 
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that don't have a Protestant church . 
Much depends on the strength of the 
pastor. The pastor in San Pedro Sula 
has been working really hard, putting 
a lot of effort into establishing a new 
church. He's been doing wonderful 
preaching that has really sustained 
the new congregation . Overall, the 
United Methodist faith community in 
Honduras now has about 1,200 peo
ple, and that doesn't include all the 
children. There are another 1,000 chil
dren who come to worship services . 

When I first arrived in Honduras, 
there was a church that didn't have 
a pastor. I started holding services 
there on Saturdays so that I could 
visit other churches on Sunday. In 
January, the liturgical calendar be

gins with the bap
tism of Christ, 
so I was preach
ing about Christ's 
baptism . The re 
were 10 adults 
and about 50 chil
dren in attendance. 
and I was direct
ing my sermon to 
the adults . Finally, 
when I asked who 
would like to come 
forward to be bap
tized, not one of 
the adults raised 
a hand-but all of 
the children did! 

Alexandra Castro, a United Methodist missionary In Honduras 

(Advance # 3021276), discusses finances with a pastor from one of the 

church's congregations. She serves as treasurer of the United 

Methodist Honduras Mission Initiative. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

Because of the 
Pentecostal influ
ence in Honduras, 
people are gen-

When we return to Honduras, we 
are going to present a concert with 
people from one of the new churches . 
This church started with people who 
had never been in a church before, 
so we weren't taking people from 

other churches. Instead, we're start-

erally baptized as 
adults and not as children . It was 
pretty evident that I was going to 
have to baptize children, but I want
ed to make sure they knew what 
they were doing. So I held some 
preparation classes. One Sunday, 
after all the preparation was done, 

middle of the worship area and filled 
it with water. Someone went out and 
cut down branches and put them 
around the swimming pool so that it 
looked a little more natural. I put on 
my white robe and waded into the 
middle of the swimming pool. There 
I preached and then said, "Come to 
the waters ." 

A lot of children who hadn't been 
to the preparation classes started to 
come forward . One by one, I start
ed lowering them and bringing them 
up out of the water. After I baptized 
about 50 children, my back was hurt
ing . The water in the swimming pool 
was turning brown because the kids 
were running around without shoes 
and their feet were dirty. The kids just 
kept coming to be baptized. Some of 
them hadn't even been there for the 
whole service on Sunday. But that 
didn't matter-they just wanted to 
be baptized . I was a little uncomfort
able with it, but I decided to go ahead 
and baptize them all! The grace of 
God will sort it all out, I told myself. I 
think about 70 children were baptized 
that day. 

The Rev. Dr. Juan Eduardo Guerrero Pu
lido is a clergy member of the Colombian 
Methodist Church and helped to found 
and develop the Methodist church there 
in the late 1990s. He began Methodist 
pastoral work in 1998 and was ordained 
in 2006. Before he became clergy, he 
was a Janner and lay pastor. Cunwtly 
he serves as mission superintendent for 
the United Methodist Honduras Mission 
Initiative. Alexandra Castro is a native 
of Cali, Colombia. She grew up and re
mained in a Pentecostal religious envi
ronment until she went to college, where 
she came into contact with the mall 
Colombian Methodist Church. She is a 
certified public accountant (CPA) and 
serves as treasurer of the United Meth
odist Honduras Mission Initiative and as 

ing churches from scratch in areas we put a little swimming pool in the assistant to the mission superintendent. 
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A nutrition center funded by United 

Methodist Women in Kamina, DR Congo, 

offers meals to malnourished children and their 

mothers, along with education about nutrition 

and agriculture. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFJl,EY 

by Guy Kasanka and Simeon Kashala 

A long with the missionary p ilots featured on p. 10 of this issue, United Methodists in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo also elected two missionary doctors to represent them at General Conference 2012 . 

Dr. Guy Kasanka represented the North Katanga Annual Conference and Dr. Simeon Kashala . the Northwest 

Katanga Conference. 

y, he REBUILDING A HEALTH SYSTEM IN NORTH KATANGA 
-entl)' by Guy Kasanka 

itfor My name is Mwana Ngoie "Guy" Kasanka . I'm a member of the North Katanga 

5sioll Annual Conference in the DR Congo, serving as a Global Health missionary 
atM with Global Ministries . Last year, I was elected by my conference to attend 

d re- General Conference 2012 as a delegate. 
~nvi· I am a medical doctor serving in the town of Kamina, which is in the north-

1here 

:mall 
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and 

reth· 
1da5 

ent. 

ern region of the Katanga Province. Within the conference, we have one hos

pital, six clinics, and 39 health centers . As a Global Health missionary, I care 
for patients at Shungu Clin ic about three days a week. The rest of the time, 
I coordinate medica l projects and operations for the whole conference-dis
cerning the greatest needs, designing projects, applying for grants. and the 
like. I am especially committed to projects that address two concerns: malaria 

and HIV/AIDS. 

Mwana Ngoie "Guy " Kasanka is a missionary 

and Global Health med ical doctor serving 

in Kamina, DR Congo. (Advance# 15163Z) 

PHOTO: KATHLEEN BARRY/UMCOM 
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Our Malaria Strategy 
In Kamina, we have trained a team of 
health workers who go out into the 
communities to teach the people . 
First, they teach the population how 
to maintain a clean environment and 
avoid mosquitoes. In addition to that, 
we submit proposals to UMCOR 
to fund mosquito net distributions, 
following the guidelines of the DR 
Congo's Ministry of Health . If we do 
not have enough free mosquito nets 
for everyone in the targeted commu
nities, we look for the most vulner
able populations: chi ldren 
under age five and pregnant 
women. But sometimes
with the help of UMCOR and 
Imagine No Malaria funds
we can sponsor a univer
sal campaign, with enough 
mosquito nets to give three 
to each household. This en
sures that everybody in the 
house will sleep under a net. 

Finally, to enable univer
sal access to health care, 
we purchase and distribute 
medicines to our health cen
ters-also giving them other 
resources, such as mir::ro
scopes or tests that provide 
rapid results. In our country, 
malaria is the number-one 
killer and the primary reason 
people seek medical consul
tation at our clinics. People 
die from malaria every day. 
Malaria is the cause of al-
most 50 percent of the deaths of 
children under age five in our area . 

Our HIV/AIDS Program 
For the HIV/AIDS program, our 
health workers engage in an educa
tional process similar to that used 
for malaria . We inform and sensi
tize the population by using radio 

and television, and we train keyed
ucators, such as students, church 

leaders, and the leaders of cultural 
organizations . Our goal is to have 
everyone spread the same mes
sage, explaining how HIV/AIDS is 
contracted and spread and how to 
avoid it. Condom distribution is part 
of this program . 

Kamina is located in close proxi m
ity to a military base . During the two 
wars that afflicted the DR Congo 
in the last 15 years, soldiers fight
ing with the Congolese government 
came to Kam ina from Zimbabwe, 
Namibia, and Angola . On the other 

When I was appointed to Kamina in 
2007, I was greatly surprised to learn 
that the local people were not even 
aware of HIV/AIDS! Only when some
one was sick enough to be brought 
to the hospital cou ld an HIV/AIDS test 
be administered . That was far too 
late in the progression of the disease. 
The population had no idea what HIV/ 
AIDS was and no clue about preven
tive methods because no educational 
program existed. So I initiated a pro
gram of slow but thorough sensitiza
tion of the whole population-reach-

A mother sits with her daughter who is being treated for malaria at the Shungu Memorial 

Health Center in Kamina, DR Congo. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

side, rebel fighters came from 
Rwanda, Burundi, and Uganda. All 
of these countries had higher rates 
of HIV/AIDS than the DR Congo, 
where the infection rates were rath
er low. In Kamina, we saw very few 
cases . But within the five-year pe
riod after the fighting ended, when 
the foreign soldiers were marrying 
Congolese women, our HIV/AIDS 
infection rates began to climb . 

ing people in local groups, using radio 
broadcasts, to make them aware that 
the disease existed in Kamina. 

By then, many people were al
ready dying of HIV/AIDS, so I submit
ted a proposal to UMCOR request
ing funds for testing, counseling, and 
treatment. With the help of UMCOR, 
the DR Congo government. and 
agencies like World Vision, we were 
able to build a new testing and 
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counsel ing center, wh ich is now tak
ing care of all the HIV/AIDS patients. 
Today, I can assure you that people in 
and around Kamina are fu lly aware of 
the disease . 

The vo luntary HIV/AIDS counsel
ing and test ing program presents an 
opportunity to get ahead of the dis
ease . If tests come back negative, 
we counsel the patients on how 
to protect themselves and others . 
After positive tests , we check to 
see if the patient is eligible for anti
retroviral treatment. More than 200 
people in Kamina now participate in 
antiretroviral treatment and volun
tary counse ling and testing . People 
not el igible for ant iretrovi ral t reat

ment can start ta king cotrimoxa
zole -a medication to help patients 
avoid opportunist ic infections . And, 
of course. we treat the opportun isti c 
infections. All of th is has been made 
possible because of the support of 
the Global AIDS Fund of The United 
Methodist Church. 

Maternal Health Awareness 
In the DR Congo, it is now a federal 
requ irement fo r all pregnant women 
to come to a cl inic for a prenatal con
sul ta t ion. We take this opportunity 
to teach them a series of health les

sons on nutrition, malaria , and HIV/ 
AIDS each time they return. It is im
portant for pregnant women to be 
tested for HIV/AIDS to prevent the 
transm ission of HIV to an unborn 
ch ild. So we ta ke every opportunity 

to counsel mothers about prevent
ing the tra nsmission of HIV/AIDS to 
their babies, no matter what reason 
brought them to the cl inic . We also 
target young people in the 15-to-35 
age range for educat ion about HIV, 
providing information and discus
sion sessions in school , at the work
place, in the army or police force , 
and in ch urches. Once trained, 
young people teach others. 
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Dr. Kasanka (Left ) visits with Bishop James Dorff at th e UM Shungu Health Center in Kam ina. 

Kamina at the Crossroads 
The increase in HIV/AIDS cases 1s 
just one of the ways the wars af
fected Kamina . In a country emerg
ing from years of war, people are 
not stable . We have people who 
were displaced from their origi
nal homes. In addition to the sol
diers from other countries, Kam ina 
received many people from other 
provinces and vil lages within the DR 
Congo. These people 's lives were 
greatly disrupted. They had to leave 
the ir land and the ir fields. They had 
no seeds or feed or an imals to help 
them start over. So they are just liv
ing in Kam ina from day to day. 

We have cases of ma lnutri
tion, not only among the displaced 

populations but also among peo
ple originally from Kamina . Many 
of these people aren 't aware of 
good nutrition . They don 't know 
that their children need protein and 
foods rich in vi tamins to enjoy good 

PHOTO: MI KE DUBOSE/UM NS 

health . Since, in many cases, peo
ple don 't know what to eat or w hat 
to sell, they sell good foods and eat 
foods that are less nutri tiou s. Th is 
is a big problem . 

Another problem is the way pov
erty complicates health and nu
trition . Poverty is w idespread in 
Kami na and across the DR Congo in 
general. The cou ntry has a weal th 
of natural resources. but none of 
these resou rces are of much ben
efit to the vast majori ty of the 
Congolese peopl e. Th is is a prob
lem of equitable and fai r distr ibu
tion. Th e fact that the entire popu
lation is poor is the main reason for 
malnutrition in Kamina. 

Dr. Guy Kasanka was born in Bukama, 
DR Congo, and received his early educa
tion through United Methodist schools. 
After earning his medical degree, he 
served alongside missionary doctors at 
Kabongo Hospital. 
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RAISING HEAL TH 
STANDARDS: TRAINING 
TRADITIONAL HEALERS 
by Simeon Kasha/a 

My name is Kambandja Kasongo 
Kashala, but I'm known as "Simeon." 
I'm a doctor working in the South 
Congo Episcopal Area of the Demo
cratic Republic of the Congo as coor
dinator of United Methodist medical 
services there. My base of operation 
is Samuteb Memorial Hospital in Ka
panga, where I see many sick patients 
who come in from the rural areas. 

We see persistent cases of sev
eral devastating diseases, such as 
malaria and tuberculosis. Because 
Kapanga is close to the border with 
Angola, we've also seen many cases 
of HIV/AIDS. In the rural areas out
side Kapanga, waterborne diseases 
are prevalent. Clean water is a major 
concern. I see many children infect
ed with worms and other parasites. 
Clean water systems would greatly 
improve the overall health in the area . 

Dr. "Simeon" Kambandja Kasongo Kashala, a 

Global Health missionary (Advance# 15164Z). 

is director of Samuteb Memorial United 

Methodist Hospital. 

PHOTO: JAN SNIDER/UMCOM 

First Step: Health Education 
South Congo is a large episcopal 
area, so the medical work is divided 
into two sections-urban and rural. 
I coordinate the work for the rural 
section . There are two annual con
ferences in this rural area : Lukoshi 
and Northwest Katanga . The urban 
section, which includes primar
ily the cities of Lubumbashi and 

UMCOR assisted Samuteb Hospital with repairs to its water system so that residents 

could obtain clean water. PHOTO: COURTESY SAMUTEB HOSPITAL 

Kolwezi, is coordinated by a friend 
and colleague of mine. Our case
work tends to be very different. In 
the rural area , poverty is very high 
and the literacy rate, very low. The 
people are either undereducated or 
lacking education altogether. 

An important part of my work 1s 
general health education for people 
in the community. First of all, we 
want to inform people about how 
to prevent disease. Using a pre
vention strategy, we focus on try
ing to change a particular behavior 
in the community. Then we educate 
around that change. 

For instance, in the case of malaria
wh ich is prevalent in our area-peo
ple may still not know that this dis
ease is transmitted by mosquitoes. 
If a person uses an insecticide-treat
ed bed net while sleeping at night, 
the chances of being bitten by a 
mosquito greatly decrease, helping 
to prevent transmission . We need 
to inform people about this simple 
fact and also to educate them about 
other ways to prevent malaria. We 
especially want to reach the most 
vulnerable groups: women who are 
pregnant and families with children 
younger than age five . If they sleep 
under insect1c1de-treated mosquito 
nets, they minimize their exposure 
Prevention 1s one of our main goals 
in health-care education . 

If a patient 1s already sick with 
malaria, treating that person takes 
more time, medicine, and other re
sources, and still the patient may 
die . So in promoting my work, I al
ways emphasize that we go into the 
community and educate the people 
by word-of mouth. We also reach il
literate people by radio broadcast, 
explaining how they can safeguard 
their walls against mosquito pen
etration and how to use the water 
system safely When people can
not read, they learn through what 
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they hear. An article in New World 
Outlook (July-August 2011) about 

a teenage mother, Rose, helped to 
explain how we train women in the 
villages to help other women there . 

Passing Knowledge On 
We try to identify people in the rural 
communities who can connect us to 
the rural population . For example, it 
is important for us to train the tradi
tional midwives. They are connected 
to the women in their communities 
who, in turn , can pass on information 
to their famil ies . We have only one 
big hospital in our area, and it is far 
away from the village clin ics, so most 
rural women cannot get there in time 
to give birth . So we teach the local 

midwives about the proper hygiene 
needed to perform the ir duties safely 
in their villages . 

We also teach the midwives to 
identify more serious and compl i

cated pregnancies. Sometimes you 
can predict when a mother is going 
to have trouble delivering a baby. 

Such was the case with Rose, who 
was a small , young mother. A teen
age mother will sometimes be in 
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labor for days, but her birth canal is 
often too small for her to deliver the 

baby. So one of the midwives we 
trained referred Rose to the hoc:;pital 
before her labor began, enabling us 
to schedule a C-sect ion . This precau
tion probably saved Rose's life and 
the life of her baby. That is a typical 
example, showing w hy we seek out 
and train the rural midwives . They 
provide a vital connection to the peo
ple in their villages . 

In the case of HIV-AIDS, I can
not reach all the villages personally. 
Instead, we train local health workers 
at the hospital. Then they return to 
their villages and teach other people 
what they have learned. That way we 
develop another connection to the 
rural population. 

Yiav Mwamba is a hard-working 
health worker who is committed to 
saving the lives of her patients . She 
is very much available to them in the 
village, and she shares good informa
tion with the community. We can see 

a difference in the lives of the people 
she reaches . There is a high rate of 
maternal mortality in the rural villages. 
Yiav Mwamba advises women that, 

Above: Dr. Simeon Kashala (back row, in 

blue) poses with mothers and their newborn 

babies at Samuteb Memorial Hospital. 

PHOTO: COURTESY SAMUTEB HOSPITAL 

Left: A mother with her child wait to be seen 

at Samuteb Memorial Hospital, Kapanga, DR 

Congo. PHOTO: COURTESY SAMUTEB HOSPITAL 

when they are pregnant, they should 
travel to the hospital for a checkup
even if everything seems well. She 
tells them that each pregnancy is a 
new experience, so mothers who 
have given birth before are no ex
ception . They should come and get 
their vaccines for their child ren and 
for themselves. In our little commu
nity, it is our duty to teach women 
that their best option for a safe birth 
and healthy children is to come to 
the hospital. 

Education and communication 
are the tools we use to enable peo
ple to change their habits and be
haviors . When people cannot read 
and do not rece ive health education 
in school, it becomes the task of 
the hospitals and health workers to 
provide this education in whatever 
ways are possible. 

Dr. Kambandja Kaso ngo "Simeon" 
Kashala is a Global Ministries Health 
Missionary serving in the South Congo 
Episcopal Area of the DR Congo. He rep
resented the Northwest Katanga Confer
ence as a delegate to the 2012 General 
Conference held in Tampa, Florida.. 
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E 
very day, on his way 

from home in Bethle
hem to work in Jerusa
lem, the Rev. Alex Awad, 

a Palestinian Christian, must travel 
through an Israeli-controlled check
point . Returning home, he trav
els through another checkpoint. 
Rev. Awad and his wife Brenda 
(an American) have been serving 
as United Methodist m1ss1onar-
1es in Bethlehem and Jerusalem 
for 20 years . He not only pastors 
a small international congregation 
in East Jerusalem but also serves 
as dean of students at Bethlehem 
Bible College Awad sees himself 
as part of the connection between 
the isolated Palest1n1ans and Chris
tians from around the world as he 
serves " in the name of Jesus and 
for the glory of God " In this way, 

he says, "we show the Palestinian 
people they are not forgotten " 

The Rev. Kristen Brown also sees 
dally suffering in the Holy Land 
She 1s a United Methodist m1ss1on
ary serving with Sabeel Center in 
Jerusalem. As a US c1t1zen with a US 
passport, Brown could cut her travel 
time 1n half by using a different route 
to work and showing her passport at 
a road check. Instead, she chooses to 
walk with Palestinians, who are sin
gled out by Israeli soldiers for harass
ment and sub1ected to long waits to 
get through prescribed checkpoints 

Both Awad and Brown traveled to 
General Conference 2012 in Tampa, 
Florida, to share 1nformat1on about a 
pet1t1on that sought an "Al ignment of 
United Methoaist lnves ments w ith 
Resolutions on Israel/Palestine " The 
original pet1t1on asked the General 
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Board of Pensions and Health 
Benefits to divest from companies 
that sustain the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine. According to the petition, 

"United Methodists have engaged 
Caterpillar, Motorola, and Hewlett 
Packard on this issue for years and 
have asked them to end their involve
ment with the occupation." The legis
lative committee on finance approved 
the petition with an amendment. But 
a minority report was presented with 
the petition during a plenary session . 

Although the petition that passed 
asked Israel to seek new ways to ad
dress Palestinian concerns, 69 per
cent of the delegates voted for the 
minority report, which meant the spe
cific request for divestment was re
jected. Yet, in action that has become 
typical of United Methodist gener
al conferences, the delegates also 
voted to support Palestinians and to 
condemn the Israel i occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, the seizure 

United Methodist Kairos Response 
with her presence . 

The Kairos Movement 
Awad was in Tampa to advocate for 
the divestment petition as part of a 
group cal led "The United Methodist 
Kairos Response"-an interfaith mix 
of advocates from Israel, Palestine, 
and the United States. This group 
sought to provide information to dele
gates about the divestment issue from 
the Palestinian point of view. General 
Conference delegates had already 
received mailings from US Jewish 
groups that opposed the request for 
divestment. At an Apri l 25 press con

ference, the members of the Kairos 
Response group spoke from their ex
perience and gave interviews to get 
their message out. Awad was joined 
by Dalit Brown, an Israeli professor 
and human rights activist who founded 
"Who Profits from the Occupation," a 
research initiative of the Coalition of 

eace 1 
· ',io\ence. 

Women for Peace in 

Israel. Daoud Nassar, 
a Palestinian Christian 
farmer w hose family 
works its 100-acre farm 

The Rev. Alex Awad, a Un ited Methodist missionary serving in 

Israel and Palestine, addresses a press conference sponsored 

by the United Methodist Kairos Response during the 2012 

United Methodist General Conference in Tampa, Florida. 

PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS 

and ol ive grove just out
side the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem, 
spoke on behalf of 
Palestinian Christians . 
The Nassar family is 
one of the last Christian 
Palestinian families liv
ing and working in the 
fertile hill country south 

of Palestinian land, and the demolition 
of Palestinian homes and businesses . 

" Palestine Christians have looked 
at their situation and, in a Kairos state
ment they are asking Christians to 
look at their churches' investments," 
said Rev. Brown. Having traveled to 
Tampa to volunteer her services as a 

French interpreter, she supported the 

of Bethlehem. 
Rabbi Brant Rosen, spiritual lead

er of the Jewish Reconstructionist 
Congregation in Evanston, Illinois, 

came to speak for social justice and 
human rights for Palestinians . He 
and Rabbi Brian Walt co-founded 
Ta'anit Tzedek-"Jewish Fast for 
Gaza ." Bishop Mary Ann Swenson 
of the California-Pacific Conference 

spoke out in support of the petition . 
Altogether, 1 5 advocates formed the 
panel of the United Methodist Kairos 
Response in Tampa. 

Upholding Human Rights 
"As long as there is occupation of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, there 
is not much hope for the Christian 
church in the land of its birth," Awad 
says. "If I were Jewish," he contin
ued, " I would have a law to protect 
me in Israel-the Law of Return . Any 
Jew living anywhere in the world, 
even one who has no connection with 
the land, is welcomed to the coun
try and given Israeli citizenship. We 
Palestinians, who have lived all our 
lives on the land-and whose ances
tors have lived here for a minimum 
of 1400 years-find ourselves now 
treated as people who do not belong 
on the land . This is total injustice ." 

The church should always speak 
out against injustice, Awad believes, 
regardless of who commits it. "We 
cannot say, "rhe Israelis are our allies 
and friends , so we can ignore their 
injustice,'" he says . "People in the 
United States don't know what re
ally happens in Israel-Palestine, be
cause the news media does not tell 
the whole story. For example, in the 
skirmishes of the last six to eight 
years, 100 Palestinians have been 
kil led for every one Israeli killed . 
Most Americans are not getting the 
real picture ." 

At first, Awad said he wasn't sur
prised by the vote on the petition . 
But then he admitted that he was 
surprised, because he thought the 
Kairos movement had been making 
real progress . "We were so close," 

he lamented. 

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook Melissa Hinnen serves 
as the information officer for the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 
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M 
y name is Tshala Mwengo. I am originally from Sandoa, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, where my father worked 
at the Mwaji ngo mission station in the South Congo Con
ference . Because of my father's work , I had the privilege 

of being educated in United Methodist schoo ls in the DR Congo . Then I 
attended Africa Universi ty on scholarship, earning a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Agriculture . After my graduation, I was appointed to work in 
Zambia because of the instability in the DR Congo . Currently, I serve as a 
United Method ist missionary with 
the General Board of Global Min
istries, vvorking as an agricultur
alist at the Mujila Falls Agriculture 
Centre in Mwinilunga, Zambia . My 
wife, Betty Tshala, is a nurse and, 
like me, a missionary with Global 
Ministries . She works with the nu
trition program at Mujila Falls . 

My Call to Serve 
At one point in my life, I thought 
I was called to be a pastor, but my 
missionary col league Paul Webster 
disagreed. "Your call is to feed peo
ple," he said. "The people we work 
with have enough spiritual food . They 

Ts ha la Mwengo (Advance# 15093Z), an 

agriculturalist, and wife Betty Tshala, a nurse, 

are DR Congo missionaries serving in Zambia. 

PHOTO: CHRIS TRICOMI/GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

need physical food." Taking that to 
heart, I began to pursue agriculture as 
a Christian vocation . Working on the 
Musokatanda Agricultural and Health 
project in the DR Congo helped me 
discern my way. During the wars in 
Congo, the project was moved to 
Zambia, where it is called the Mujila 
Falls Agriculture Centre. 

In Zambia, we teach basic infor
mation about agriculture in local com
munities, emphasizing sustainable
primarily organic-farming. Most peo
ple who really know how to farm go 
to the big commercial farms and be
come commercial and export farm
ers. But I was called to go to small 
farms in local communities, where 
families are simply trying to make a 
living by farming . I see these places 
as the roots of my Christianity-the 
place where I belong, sharing my 
knowledge and dedicating my time. 

I've talked with many people who 
can 't see agriculture as a Christian 
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m1ss1on . They ask: "W hat does agri

culture have to do with spreading the 

gospel? How does that transform the 

world and make disciples?" I point 

out that Africa has been blessed with 

vast agricultural resources. Plenty of 

non-Africans have f igured out how to 

tap those resources . If Africans them

selves learn how to tap their resources. 

there will be more abundance for ev

eryone. Church members will be able 

to donate more to the church and can 

help spread the gospel throughout the 

world . In our teaching of sustainable 

agriculture to Africans, we are indeed 

making disciples. 

The Bread 
of Life 
Once. in prepar

ing a sermon, I was 

studying Luke 24: 13-

35, the story of the 

Road to Emmaus. It 

was as though I was 

reading it for the f irst 

t ime . People who 

knew Jesus didn 't 

recognize him until 

he broke bread w ith 

them . Jesus wal ked 

with them and tal k-

sources of protein for their diets . 

There is more mi lk today. There are 
many more eggs . There is more nu

tri t ious food that the community is 

now able to produce for itself. And 

w e have actually seen the mortal ity 

rate for infants go down. 

Here is one example . We started 

an an imal cooperat ive fo r w omen 

in Kapun9u vi llage-using goats, 
which provide m ilk . It is always 

good to teach people how to ra ise 

healthy animals and how to benefit 

from what t hey can produce . But I 
didn't know at t he t ime we estab

li shed th is co-op how it would lead 

prof it. and then move on . Agriculture 

is a long-term process . To have 

enough impact to change the way 

local fam ilies fa rm. you have to live 

in the community and to be very pa

tient. It takes three to five years to 

ingrain a new agricultura l method or 

for a calf to become a fully grown, 

milk-producing cow. I have been with 

th is project nine years-enough t ime 

to see such changes taking place . 

The progress is organic, and it reach

es other areas of the community. For 

example, all the churches in the areas 

where I w ork had thatched-grass 

roofs when we started . Now they 

all have tin roofs . 

The orice poo r 

families now have 

assets because 

they've increased 

their income levels 

through agriculture . 

Many families now 

have the funds to 

bu ild bigger hous

es . They are col

lect ively buildin g 

up the community. 

These families are 

not going to leave 

the villages where 

ed With them, but Betty Tshala (Advance #15167Z), first seated at Left, was commissioned in 2007 in Ghana. they have assets 
they could see the PHOTO: DARLA RO WLEY 

Christ who belonged 
to them only through the food-the to saving lives . There was a new 

breaking of the bread . That's what mother in that village who had ab-

opened up their hearts . In my w ork scesses in both her breasts. This 

with agricultural mission, I help peo- is genera lly a death sentence for a 

pie provide that bread for others, so newborn, since the baby has no ac-

they too can see. 
Look at the bread-the wheat, 

milk, and eggs that go into it. That is 

what we help people to provide, for 

themselves and for others. 

cess to mi lk. The mother's fam ily 

had no money to buy mi lk. But the 

women of thi s small goat coopera

tive decided t hat they w ou ld provide 

the milk fo r th is baby. That baby sur-

When I first arrived in Zambia, w e vived and is now a growing ch ild . 

saw many infants die every w eek. 

But. with the funding that makes 

our project possible, we have been 

able to help people produce valuable 

Beyond the Farm 
Ag riculture is not a short-term busi

ness in w hich you sell someth ing, 

and migrate to the 

cities. A person 

who has assets has to learn how 

to protect them . That's the starting 

point for forming a community. 

Betty and I have two children , 

ages seven and four, who are happy 

and stable . They attend a very good 

school here in Zambia . So our fam

ily is another example of the slow, 

steady growth that has helped to 

build our agricultural community. 

Tshala Mwengo directs Mujila Falls 
Agriculture Centre in Mwinilunga, 
Zambia. He and Betty have served the 
Mujila Falls Project since 2003. 
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Two Volunteers Perish in Ukraine Roof Collapse 
A United Methodist volunteer from Texas and a 
Ukrainian student were killed and a missionary seri
ously injured July 10, when a church building's roof 
collapsed in L'viv. Ukraine. A mission team represent
ing members of both First United Methodist Church in 
Sugar Land, Texas, and Lakewood United Methodist 
Church in Houston were making the repairs . David 
Nevotti, a member of the Sugar Land First UMC, and 
lllya Onoprienko, a member of the student ministry 
of the University of L'viv, were fatally injured during 
the collapse . The Rev. David Goran, the supervising 

Aviation is the only means of accessing hundreds of 
remote villages to provide life-saving medical care and 
transportation to hospitals and clinics for some of the 
world's most vulnerable people . 

United Methodist Women Granted Autonomy 
By a vote of 889 to 20, on May 1, 2012, the General 
Conference made United Methodist Women an autono
mous organization within The United Methodist Church 
during its quadrennial meeting in Tampa, Florida. The his

toric vote separates the national policymaking body of 
women organized for mission from the General Board of 

missionary, was seriously injured, requiring him to be Global Ministries, the church's mission agency. 
medically evacuated to Germany to receive surgery 
and treatment. 

Methodist Role in 1864 Indian Massacre Calls 
for Act of Repentance 
The United Methodist Church, through its highest leg
islating body, has pledged to work with Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribes in seeking belated just ice for an 1864 
massacre . Methodist leaders in Colorado were com
plicit in the deaths of 168 undefended Native Americans. 
The adopted resolution authorizes an independent 
group to " provide full disclosure" of the involvement of 
Methodists 1n the Sand Creek Massacre. 

It asks every congregation to "demonstrate a genu
ine attitude of repentance ." The church will work with 
the tribes regarding reparations and research related 
to the massacre. General Conference put the organi
zation of t l-1 e Sand Creek study in the hands of the de
nomina11on 's Council of Bishops and its agency on his
tory and arch ives . A report will be brought to the 2016 
General Conference . 

West Ohio Conference Raises $1 Million 
for Aviation Ministry 
The West Ohio Conference has ra ised more than $1 mil
lion for the Wings of the Morning Aviation Ministry 1n the 

North Katanga Conference of DR Congo. The goal was to 
raise $1 .6 million over three years to purchase a Cessna 
Caravan plane; this year they needed $500,000 to reach 
the final goal. For five of the last six years, the confer

ence has led the denomination 1n designated giving, sup
porting ministries around the world . 

11 Newly Elected US Bishops Assigned in 2012 
Bishop Jonathan Holston (SEJ) 
Bishop Ken Carter (SEJ) 

Bishop Sandra Lynn Steiner Ball (NEJ) 
Bishop W illiam T. McAllily (SEJ) 
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett (SEJ) 
Bishop Martin Mclee (NEJ) 
Bishop Young J Cho (SEJ) 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey (SCJ) 
Bishop Mark Webb (NEJ) 
Bishop Gary Mueller (SCJ) 
Bishop Mike McKee (SCJ) 

DEATHS-Nellwyn Trujillo, retired Home Missionary 

with 43 years of service in the United States. died January 
24, 2012 ... Jane C. Stentz. retired deaconess with 29 
years of service in the United States, died February 11 , 
2012 .. . Priscilla Ringenburg, retired deaconess with 9 

years of service in the United States, died March 4, 2012 .. . 
Mabel Ehresman, retired Home Missionary with 26 years 

of service in the United States, died March 30, 2012 ... 
Jeanne Wintringham, retired deaconess and m1ss1on
ary with 15 years of service 1n Myanmar and the United 
States. died April 12, 2012 .. . Richard Campbell, retired 
Home Missionary w ith almost 31 years of service 1n the 
United States, died April 15. 2012 .. . Roberta Schaeffer, 
retired Home M issionary w ith almost 41 years of service 
in the United States, died May 11 . 2012 . . Ann Fletcher, 
retired missionary with 7 years of service 1n Bol1v1a, died 
June 1, 2012 .. . Kathryn (Hazel) Boss. retired m1ss1onary 

w ith 5 years of service in Pakistan, died June 11 , 2012 
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Conference Mourns Mission Trip Tragedy in Ukraine* 
*The Texas Annual Conference Newsletter of The United Methodist Church 

A United Methodist volunteer from Texas and a Ukrain ian student were 

ki lled July 10 and a Global M inistries' missionary seriously injured when 

a church building's roof collapsed in L'viv, Ukraine. Both First United 

Methodist Church in Sugar Land, Texas, and Lakewood United Methodist 

Church in Houston, Texas, sent church members to help repair a church 
facility. The roof of the bu ild ing collapsed, causing fatal injuries to David 

Nevotti of FUMC, Sugar Land, and to lllya 

Onoprienko, a member of the student min
istry of the University of L'viv. 

David Nevotti and his wife, Cathy, have 

been members of Sugar Land FUMC for 16 

years and they have three grown children . 

David was deeply involved in the men's 

min rstry of the church, as well as being 

very active in the Ouestor's Sunday school 

class . Accord ing to Kip Johnson, director 
of miss ions for Sugar Land FUMC, "This 

was his first international mission experi

ence and he was so excited about serving 

God in the Ukraine . David was in sales and 

he was a real " people " person-always in

terested in learning new things and always 

interested in each person's story. He will 

be deeply missed." 

David Goran recovers from his 

injuries in Munich, Germany. He 

is joined'by his wife, Shannon, 

and children. PHOTO: COURTESY 

THE GORAN FAMILY 

In addit ion, David Goran, the supervising missionary serving in L'viv as a 

student ministry director, was seriously injured . He was flown to Munich, 

Germany, for emergency surgery and treatment. The Rev. Goran and his 

wife, Shannon, are missionaries of the General Board of Global Ministries 

and are sponsored by several local churches within the Texas Annual 

Conference . The couple was commissioned in 2008 by Global Ministries, 

and Goran was ordained an elder in June by the Ukraine/Moldova Annual 
Conference. 

Sugar Land FUMC and Lakewood UMC have been involved with the 

Ukraine mission for several years . The mission work in Ukraine, an out

growth of student ministry, is part of the United Methodist Russia Initiative. 
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CONNECTING THE 
CHUR.CH IN MISSION 

Africa University Students Become Mission Interns 
by Andra Stevens, director of communications in the Africa University 
Development Office in Nashville, Tennessee 

., 

War in Liberia robbed Christian Zigbuo of his parents and three sibl ings and 

turned him into a refugee when he was 10 years old . His life was turned 

around by United Methodists, who helped him obta in an education as a 

child in Cote d' Ivoire and as an adult at Africa University. On June 9, 2012, 

Zigbuo was one of the 400 graduates from United Methodist-related Africa 

University. He is also getting a chance to give back 

to all who have helped him by becoming one of 

four Africa University graduates accepted into the 

United Methodist Young Adult Missionary program. 

Zigbuo 's four years at Africa University were pa id 

for by direct scholarship grants from Indiana United 

Methodists. 

The Mission Internship program is celebrating 

its 35th year, and Elizabeth Chun Hye Lee, the ex-

ecutive secretary for Young Adult Mission Service, Christian Zigbuo 

notes that, although the applicants were many, 

the four from Africa University really stood out. "Their existing leader

ship in their communities, commitment to justice, and desire to integrate 

their faith with service is impressive," said Lee. " Sometimes persons talk 

about the 'return' they get for an investment in education," said Ruth Ellen 
Stone, a member of Indiana's Africa University Committee and of the Africa 

University Advisory Development Committee . "This is an enormous and 

rapid return . We send congratulations to Christian and the other graduates 

and look forward to hearing about his experience wherever he is assigned 
to serve ." 

All three of the other mission interns from Africa University come from 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo: Rachel Faida Bahati, Jacques 

Kazemb Kambol, and Albert Otshudi Longe. 
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A New Missionary for the DR Congo Aviation Ministry 
by Markus Wolfmaier, commissioned at General Conference 2012 as a 
missionary with the DR Congo Aviation Ministry. Originally from Germany 
and raised in Sweden, Wolfmaier studied aviation at the Moody Technical 
Center in Elizabethton, Tennessee. 

It is finally happening! After many years of praying and looking for a min istry 
w ith which to connect , I have joined United Methodist Aviation Ministries 
as a pilot. I will serve in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in Africa. 
Last March I flew there to see the ministry and meet w ith the missionar-

Markus Wolfmaier. 

ies, and I quickly realized that it is where the 
Lord w ants me! 

Once I returned to the United States, 
the General Board of Global Ministries sent 
me for missionary training with 23 other 
missionaries serving in different ministries 
all over the world . On Sunday April 29, 
2012, we were all commissioned in Tampa, 
Florida . 

During the training, my regional director 
and I started working on a plan for my tra nsi
tion to the DR Congo. The official language 
of the country is French, and while I was vis
iting the Congo, I rea lized that the French I 
had in junior high wou ld not be sufficient. 
We decided that the f irst step would be Ian-

guage school in France. I wi ll study there for six months. 
The second step is for me to bu ild some relationships with United 

Methodist churches in Europe and the States, and then to undergo more 
specific training as a missionary. 

Markus Wolfmaier was commissioned t o be a missionary on April 29, 2012, at Gene ral 

Conference . PHOTO: CASSANDRA Z AMPINI 

The city I wi ll be based in is called Kananga, in the south centra l part of 
the DR Congo (Kasa i-Occidental). It is just shy of a million inhabitants, but 
because of its location, it is fairly isolated . The city does not have a reliable 
electrical grid . There is no functioning municipal water grid, so you have to 

bring in water on your own . 
In my aviation ministry I wi ll help the local church by flying missionaries. 

ministers, and volunteer teams to local villages. I w ill also fly people from 

the villages to local hospita ls, since medicine and hospitals are hard to get 
to . The roads in the DR Congo are in bad shape, and they make ground 
transportation a long and hard journey. 
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Constitution of the UMC 
Continued from page 2 5 

are generally referred to them by ac

tion of the Council of Bishops, the 

annual conferences, or the General 

Conference . The Constitution says 

the decisions of the Judicial Council 

are final ( ~ 57, Article 3) . Otherwise, 

bishops decide questions of law with

in their episcopal areas based on their 

interpretation of The Discipline ( ~ 51 , 

Article VII) . 

When it comes to United Methodist 

organizational structure, all roads tend 

to lead back to the local church-the 

basic unit of the denomination 's struc

ture. Clergy in local congregations be

long to the annual conference, and 

local churches send lay delegates to 

Methodism . The annual conferences 

elect both the delegates to General 

Conference and the delegates to the 

jurisdictional conferences every four 

years . General Conference elects the 
judicial council. The jurisdictional con

ferences elect the bishops. 

General Agencies 
of the UMC 
Very little is mentioned about general 

church agencies in the Constitution . 

Their purpose and duties are de

scribed elsewhere in The Discipline. 

The Constitution says General 

Conference has the authority to cre

ate boards and agencies for the pur

pose of "connectional enterprises " 

(( ~ 16, Article IV.8), which enable local 

churches to participate in ministry be

yond their regions to fulfill their mis-

represent their concerns at annual sion . The Constitution also says that 

conference, wh ich the Constitution 

defines as the basic body of United 

General Conference is responsible for 

raising and distributing funds for the 

work of the church ( ~ 16, Article IV.9) . 

Th is was one area that the recent plan 

for reorganization violated, assigning 

the work of financial oversight of pro

gram agencies to a separate agency. 

Although the church 's major re

structures generally t oo k place 

around unions, one lesson the past 

teaches about major organ izational 

change is that General Conference is 

not the arena in wh ich to hold the dis

cussions leading up to reorganization . 
Careful, painstaking work on the part 

of a few representatives who listen 

to all parties-official and unofficial

and secure compromises from major 

constituencies long before any vote 

is taken, yield the best results . This 

kind of work can take decades, but it 

yields a solid result and avoids further 

division of the church . 

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook. 
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+ Can a community prepare itself for disaster 

e I n g long before a calamity strikes? 
Yes it can, and UMCOR, the United Methodist A h e a d 0 f c: mittee on Relief, can help. 

helps communities raise awareness, 

organize, and develop systems of life

saving strategies so they can respond 

effectively when disaster looms. 

But ORR training does even more. 

It enables communities to reduce the 

impact of future emergencies by help

ing them identify and address natural 

or human-made hazards in their midst. 

"ORR tra1r1ing makes communities 

both better prepared for disasters and 

more resilient to their impact," says 

Melissa Crutchfield, UMCOR's Inter

national Disaster Response executive. 

UMCOR already has developed ORR 

trainings in those parts of the world 

that are especially prone to disasters, 

including the Philippines, Chile, the 

Caribbean, and Southeast Asia 

ORR training 

helps identify 

and address 

hazards, 

such as this 

community's 

living space 

in the 

Philippines, 

before a 

disaster stokes 

INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RES PONSE, UMCOR ADVANCE #982450 


