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Villagers of the peace community in San Jose 

de Apartado, Colombia, harvest cacao. Armed 

conflict is a major cause and perpetuator of 

poverty. In 1997, 1400 war-weary peasants 

decided they would no longer cooperate 

with any of the armed parties in the Western 

Hemisphere's longest running conflict. 
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WHO ARE WE CALLING POOR? 

have often thought the word "poor," used as an adjective, should de
scribe a temporary condition-not a person, or groups of people, 

and certainly not a whole stratum of society or an entire nation . When 
we label people as poor, we tend to think of that label as we would 
other labels, like nationality, or race, or gender. Labeling describes some
one's lot in life. That's really not giving a human being very much credit. 

My parents were born in a time when the country was emerging from the 
Great Depression . My mother described her family in New England as poor, 
at that time, but with a caveat-"We didn't actually know we were poor," 
she reflects . "Everyone was just like us ." My grandfather worked as a ga
rage mechanic when my mother was growing up. My grandmother, though 
college-educated, stayed at home to raise their three children and earn some 
extra income as a piano teacher. They scrimped and saved and stretched 
their dollars. Even if a shirt wore out, its buttons would be saved to use on 
another shirt. My grandfather and his brothers and brothers-in-law built his 
house, and then my great-uncle's house, and then my other great-uncle's 
house- all on land they bought down the same street. They started out poor, 
but that was not their lot in life. There was a richness in their community, in 
shared burdens, and in steady, hopeful growth. 

That's how I see the work in Kamina, DR Congo, described in this issue, 
and the initiative in the Philippines, and the Church for All People in Colum
bus, Ohio. When Jesus said, " the poor will always be with you," I don't think 
he meant "the same people will always be poor." Our tone and attitude in 
serving the poor might be: "Hey, come on in . So you're poor? Yes, we were 
that way too for a little whi le. It happens to the best of us. What would you 
rather be doing? Let's see what we can do to help you get there." 

When generations of a family remain in poverty-in a condition that is 
no longer temporary-something has gone very wrong in society. It means 
that access to education, opportunity, and connections have been denied to 
a particular group. Access would allow individuals and families to move out 
of their impoverished state. The Roma people, described in Jon Roberts' 
article, have spent centuries in a depressed state of poverty. Given a choice, 
they would move out of poverty into a more secure environment. But they 
have no choice . 

If everyone spent some portion of their lives in poverty, there would be 
a lot less of it, and there would be more empathy and understanding for 
those who find themselves "being poor" at any particular point in time. lime 
served being poor would do a lot to inform our public policies on welfare, 
health care, nutrition, and education . I admire United Methodists who finish 
college and decide to detour from the race for high-paying jobs at well-known 
companies to serve as mission interns, or US-2s, or mission volunteers for 
a couple of years . That time helps them to determine what kind of "wealth" 
they want to build for their lives. 

Christie R. House 

November-December 2012 issue 

B etty and I are very much irn· 
pressed with the November

December issue of New World 

Outlook which gives a complete 
picture of the work of Global Min
istries . Our relationship with the 
Board goes back to 1956 when 
Betty was a short-term mission· 
ary in Cuba and I was in Chile. 
Keep up the good work. May God 
bless you . 

Walt and Betty Whitehurst 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

W hat a great idea to do an 
NWO issue on the staff. 

We should have thought of that a 
long time ago. It was really inter· 
esting to see how many are from 
other countries, speak several 
languages, and, in the case of 
UMCOR, are located all over the 
globe. Many of the photos were 
good, too. Clarice commented on 
that nice photo of Don Reasoner, 
a man who is always behind the 
scenes but does great work. 

Charles and Clarice Cole 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Errata: January-February 2012, 
p. 12-the photo of Tola Seng 
was taken by Amanda King. 
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March-April 2012 issue 

I we appreciate Very much the 
well-written article by Rachael 

Barnett. We also appreciate very 

much the way she and Mozart Ad

evu portrayed City Road UMC, North 

Carolina, and its role in mission . The 

· church deserves much credit for its 

continuing involvement in overseas 

as well as local mission . As noted, 

it is a small congregation . It is not 

well-to-do; every year it is a struggle 

to pay all the bills by the end of the 

year. The congregation deserved to 

be recognized for its faithfulness . 

My mother died 20 years ago and 

a quarter of her modest estate went 
1 to City Road in memory of the son 

who had died as a teenager. This ar

ticle would have made my mother 

very proud . 
Barbara The is 

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 

General Letters 

I am going to renew my mother's 

subscription to New World Out
look and would like to order large 

, print if that is available . Does NWO 

come in large print? If so, what is the 

subscription price? 

Deborah Schoenfelder 

Ne World Outlook MA v 1 Ju NE 2o12 s 

.[f tters from 1\taders 

From the Editor: New World Outlook does not currently offer a large-print 

version . We'd love to know if that is of interest to a majority of our readers. 

If you'd like to let New World Outlook know that you need a large-print edi

tion, please send a letter to Christie R. House, editor, New World Outlook 

magazine, General Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Or., Rm 1476, 

New York, NY 10115, or email nwo@umcmission.org. 

GENERAL NOTES FOR READERS: 

Any print subscriber is also entitled to a digital subscription for free . If 

you have not yet accessed the digital issue-enter through our website 

at http://newworldoutlook.org . Have a recent copy of your magazine with 

you . On the New World Outlookwebpage you will find a " For digital issue, 

click here " button in red . That will take you to a screen that asks you for an 

email address and your account number. Your account number is on the 

mailing label of your magazine . That should take you into the digital issue. 

It looks just like the print issue, but there is usually a special feature on the 

opening screen . 

NEW WEBSITES 

The General Board of Global Ministries has launched new websites . 

Website URL's (addresses) have changed as follows: 

Global Ministries : www.umcmission.org 

UMCOR: www.umcor.org 

United Methodist Women : www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

New World Outlook's address has not changed : 

www.newworldoutlook.org 

CHANGE OF ADDRESSES 

The General Board of Global Ministries has had a recent change in 

all its email and website addresses . Email addresses that ended in 

@gbgm-umc.org have changed to @umcmission.org . So New World 

Outlook email is now nwo@umcmission .org. 



T here's a difference be- a quality education . In the developed Indian subcontinent. It's a reminder When th 
tw een poverty and mis- global North, we sometimes ca ll this that answers to development ques- ful unco 
ery. Although w e've been "simple living ." Yet stewardship de- tions are often found close at hand, Yet d 

schooled to think otherwise, peo- rived from gospel values (as opposed and that imported schemes to improve l1ance a 
pie who are poor can be happy, like to TV infomercials) calls us to model lives should be received suspiciously. remains 
this w oman in Shankarpur, India, our lifestyle on hers-not to preach to That same dignity can be seen in In Mala1 
who uses a traditional Indian spin- her that she somehow has to change the Seattle man sell ing a newspaper made si1 
ning wheel to make thread that she her lifestyle to match ours . written and distributed by the home- security, 
then weaves into cloth .1 Though Her spinning wheel was a symbol for less. 2 Churches breaking out of the In Chid\ 
she lives in a simple house, she Mohandas Gandhi of India 's national re- paterna lism-dependency model have P'Jrridge 
may have enough nut ritious food to sistance to colonial ism, and it remains found that working to empower the In the s 
eat. and her children are able to get today a common sight throughout the poor leads to better outcomes-even dance . 

( 
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ler when those choices make the power- Their region of southern Malawi has crops. Drought pushes many from pov-

is· ful uncomfortable. been hard hit by drought in recent erty to misery. 

1d, Yet despite efforts to build self-re- years, leading to chronic food insecu- The poor are also getting thirsti-

ve liance and encourage dignity, misery rity, especially during the "hunger sea- er, which makes life much harder for 

remains a challenge around the world . son," when farmers await the harvest. women and girls, the traditional carri-

in In Malawi, an African nation that has "We are always hungry because of cli- ers of water in poor communities . In-

er made significant headway toward food mate change, droughts, and floods." stead of being at home or in school , 

e- security, pockets of hunger remain . states the song's chorus. Indeed. cli- this girl in North Kivu-a region of east-

ie In Chidyamanga, a girl eats sorghum mate change has produced dramat- ern Congo beset by fighting fueled by 

1e porridge as her family fights hunger.3 ic shifts in the area's rains in recent ethnic tensions and resource grab-

ie In the same village, women sing and years, creating a real crisis for farmers bing-carries water home through a 

in dance about global climate change.4 who have long depended upon rain-fed camp for internally displaced families .5 



In many parts of the world, the 

poor are losing access to land, 

w hich pushes them toward misery. 

In some places, such as Brazil's Am
azon region , where two-year old Fa

biana Souza da Silva gets a ride from 
her father, Joao Luis Santos Borge 

da Silva, 6 national elites are simply 

stealing land from the poor. In other 

places, foreign governments and 

corporat ions are taking over vast 

tracts of land with the complicity of 

government officials . 

Such land grabs have become com

mon in Cambodia, where Korb Thouen 

harvests rice .7 In Haiti, where Velou
is Melvil plants beans near the village 

of Mizak,8 international pressure has 
forced the government to do away 

with tariff protections for local pro

ducers, meaning foreign commodi

ties can often be sold at a lower cost 

than domestic crops. This bankrupts 
local farmers. 

Efforts to turn children into subjects 
of their own history-such as landmark 

legislation in Brazil that created local 
councils to promote children's rights

have helped change the equation. As 
part of that effort, Rodrigo Mello, an 

outreach worker for the United Meth
odist-supported Street Children Project 

in Sao Bernardo do Campo, Brazil, talks 
with 11-year old Gabriel Acevedo Silva 

in the doorway of the boy's home, as 

his mother, Elismar do Nacimiento 

Acevedo, listens. The mirror on the 

wall shows another project staff mem

ber, Leonardo Duarte.9 



Haiti, Loudjina Jean, a seven

year-old girl in Chalo, stands 

1 one of two female goats her 

nily received from the United 

i!thodist Committee on Relief 

IMCOR) as part of its w9rk to 

combat hunger and increase 

ood production in the Haitian 

1untryside.10 The members of 

1djina Jean's family, including 

children, had no goats before 

eiving the new pair. They will 

eventually pass on goats 

to another family when their 

animals have offspring. 

Armed conflict manufactures 
poverty in places like Vietnam, 

where Luong Hoai Thuong is one of 

150,000 children living w ith birth de

fects caused by the US military's use 

of Agent Orange, 11 and places like 

Colombia, where these war-weary 

peasants in San Jose de Apartado 

harvest cac('\o .12 Ti red of the violence, 
villagers in Colombia have formed a 
"peace community," insisting that 

armed actors from both sides of the 

Ne World Outlook MA v / Ju NE 2o1 2 9 

conflict leave them alone . Yet govern

ment-sponsored death squads con

tinue to spread terror. 
And in Honduras, the Rev. Juan 

Guerrero, the United Methodist dis

trict superintendent, stands in soli

darity with the poor as he prays over 

the body of a young man assassi
nated in a conflict with the country's 
wealthy, military-backed landown
ers .13 This conflict has grown worse 

since the 2009 Honduran coup . 
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Driven off the best land and de
nied their rights to organize, the poor 
often suffer ill health . Churches have 
historically tried to fill the gap with 
medical institutions, such as this Unit
ed Methodist hospital in the Congo
lese village of Wembo Nyama, 14 but 
many of these facilities are in disrepair 
and crumbling. In the Shungu Memo
rial Health Center in Kamina, a child 

to educate people in the town mar
ket about what's necessary to combat 
cholera-part of a public health pro
gram supported by the ACT Alliance. 16 

Groups like United Methodist 
Women have long known that, if you 
want to improve the quality of life in a 
community, the best place to start is 
with the women . Encouraging women 
to fight for their own rights-whether 

gets weighed, part of a comprehen- by public activism in Madurai, India, 17 

sive program to promote and main- or by teaching each other to read and 
tain wellness.15 And in Montrouis, write in Nandambakkam, lndia18-will 
Haiti , lsma Alexis uses a megaphone yield long-term positive change. 
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Activists stress the 

importance of women's 

access to media, such as in 

this Catholic radio station 

in Juba, South Sudan.19 

The portrayal of women 

in mass media, analysts 

report, has had a big 

impact on women's self

image. It has lowered the 

number of children women 

are willing to bear, thus 

improving the quality of life 

for entire families. 

HIV and AIDS have increased are unsung heroes promoting digni

poverty around the world . Both the ty and health .20 Women also have 
virus and the stigma and discrimi- taken the lead in educating them

nation associated with it have cut selves about HIV and AIDS, seeking 

productivity and divided communi- to break the complex relationship 

ties. Yet home-based caregivers

usually women , often supported 

by churches-are at the forefront 
in helping people live positively 

with the disease . People li ke Olipa 

Mkandawire, a Presbyterian-s up

ported caregiver in Mutul i, Malawi, 

between the virus and patterns of 

male domination. And activists

such as these demonstrators seek

ing to disrupt the opening of the 

2010 International AIDS Conference 

in Vienna-have continued to pres

sure governments. corporations, 

and other organizations to ensure 

that they never forget the challeng
es faced by those living with HIV 

and AIDS .21 

The Rev. Paul Jeffrey is a United Meth
odist missionary and photojournalist 
who serves as senior corre pondcnt for 
response magazine. He al o covers e!ller
gency response operation for the ACT 
Alliance. Hi work can be upµorted 
fi11a11cia ll y through Advance #0 541 Z. 



Angie Broncano (right) meets w ith Dumagat women in Nayon, located in the province 

of Rizal, east of Manila. She is the d irector of outreach at Harris Memorial College 's 

Center for Community Development. PHOTO : LIN DA UNG ER/U MCO R 

by Linda Unger 

T he tiny hamlet of Nayon lies wedged, literally, between a rock and a 

hard place in the Sierra Madre Mountains of the Ph ilippines. There, 

on a February afternoon, a small group of six Dumagat men take up 

their seats on rocks, roots, and a makeshift bench in the yard of a small, wood

plank house. The dirt beneath their feet is dry for the moment, but the air has 

turned humid, reminding the men that, before long, the rainy season will come 
to cut off and isolate their community. 

Nayon-located in the province of Rizal east of Manila, the Filipino capital, 
and about 24 kilometers from a paved road-is already a challenge to reach . 

The only way into the commun ity is a dirt path full of protruding boulders and 

crisscrossing rivers. In the dry season, it takes hours to travel those 15 miles 
in a 4x4 veh icle. But for six months during the year, when the rains fall and ty
phoons threaten, the hamlet becomes inaccessible. 

The men gathered this afternoon are the core group of Nayon residents 

whose task it is to help the community 's 76 Dumagat families develop agri

cultural production in sometimes harsh, often unpredictable conditions . They 

are joined under the trees by Tony Bueza and Ted Borebor of Harris Memorial 

College, a key partner in a Ministry 

with the Poor initiative in this area of 

the Philippines. The Dumagats voice 

their main concern : how to get their 

produce to market. 

Getting Produce to Market 
That there is produce to get to mar

ket is a new thing for this ancient, in

digenous people. " It is the first time 
the Dumagats are actually planting," 

Bueza explains to a visitor. "They 
used to walk long distances and look 

for food . Now they farm nearer to 

their homes." 

Today, the Dumagat community 

in Nayon and two other Dumagat 

and are 
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communities 1n the hamlets of 

Kinabuan and Manggahan grow 

squash, eggplant, st ring beans, pa

paya, herbs, and ginger in backyard 

gardens and on communa l farms . 

They have established seed banks 

and are also raising goats . 

As the core group's conversation 

develops, it is clear that there is no 

quick fi x to the issue of transporting 

the produce. The Dumagats, who 

have only their feet to get them from 

place to place, currently rely on un

scrupulous middlemen to get their 

goods to market. They shoulder loads 

of up to 100 pounds and carry them 

for an hour to reach the nearest public 
• transportation . Then they're charged 

heavy transport fees, leaving the 

farmers only pennies in profit for their 

hard work. 

Ministry with the Poor 
Clearly, the men agree, a more com

plete agricultural plan is needed. Such 

a plan would include everything from 

diversifying crops and protect ing them 

w ith natural pesticides, safeguarding 

A young man sifts rice outside 

his home in Nayon. 

PHOTO: LINDA U N GER/UMCOR 

fa rm tools , and deter
min ing the most profit

able t ime to bring crops 

to market to researching 

the different markets that 

may be ava ilable and ad
dressing the problem of 

the unpaved, flood-prone 

road and the lack of trans

portation . That broaden

ing and deepening of the 

questions associated w ith 
lasting community devel

opment-while rejecting 

the quick but unsustain

able temporary fi x- is at 

the heart of Ministry with 
the Poor. 

Since the 2008 United Methodist 
General Conference, Ministry with 

the Poor (www.ministrywith .org) has 

been one of the church's fou r areas 

of focus. The initiative in the Ph il ip

pines is finan ced and guided by the 

United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) and other program 

areas of the Genera l Board of Global 

M inistries . It is be ing impler;iented by 
Harris Memorial College 's Center for 

Community Development. 

"We will be happy to see the 

Dumagats stand on their ow n," says 

Angie Broncano, the center's out

reach director. "Our wish for them is 

self-rel iance. That's the goa l: commu
nity empowerment and self-reliance. 
Success comes," she continues, 

"when people can art iculate their 

own needs and solutions, and advo

cate for them." 
The M inistry w ith the Poor in it ia

tive in the Dumagat communities 

began in November 2010 as a multi

year-but not open-ended- project. 

The dynamics of community develop

ment are not so readily confined. True 
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change takes time and begins with 

the pat ient process of building trust. 

"At f irst, the people resisted the idea 
of communal farming ," says Tony 

Bueza, "and w e had only five to ten 

people who w anted to participate. 

Now more people want to join in . The 

same is true of a livelihoods project 
in basket weaving," he adds. "During 

the first six months it was difficult to 

convince anyone to participate in the 

project, but now more people want to 
do it ." 

Tatay Lope-a tall , lanky man w ith 

a hearty laugh-says that he and his 

neighbors are grateful for the tools 

and seeds the program introduced, 

even if last year's typhoons destroyed 

some of their crop and Filipino coun

terinsu rgency soldiers in the area 

took the rest. "We know you listen to 

us, to our needs," he tel ls Bueza . 
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Dumagats haul heavy loads for a small price up and down the rugged mountain terrain. They 

also must haul their own produce at least an hour 's walk to the nearest public transportation 

in order to get it to market. PHOTO : CIONY EDUARTE 

Loss of Resources 
The Dumagat people had a traditional way of life that served them for many 

generations. Hunters and gatherers, they simply moved to where they could 

best hunt or forage for food . There still are some 30,000 Dumagats in seven 

provinces of Luzon, the Philippines' northernmost island . Gold, iron ore, and 

manganese (a component in the production of iron and steel) can all be found 

on the ancestral lands of the Dumagats in the barangay (village) of Santa Ines, 

where Nayon and Kinabuan are located . "The irony," says Broncano, "is that 

here we have a resou rce-wealthy barangay with the poorest people ." 

Covetous of the minerals, precious metals, water, and fertile land, outside 

settlers and m ining companies began to encroach on the Durnagats' official ly 

acknowledged ancestral lands . They pushed the Dumagat communities far

ther up the mountains into increasingly isolated pockets . Some settlers began 

to grow rice on Dumagat land, obliging the Dumagat people to establish their 

communal farms more than a two-hour walk up steep paths from their homes. 

River water and nearby Laguna Bay also represent a coveted resource . 

When Metro Manila Water Works and Sewage System announced plans to 

build the La iban Dam, Dumagats and other residents feared their barangays 

would be among the eight that would be submerged-forcing some 10,000 

people to evacuate and be displaced. Nanay Miling, a 60-year-old Dumagat 

woman of Nayon, says that, when she learned she and her people were being 

" used," she decided she needed to participate in the program's Alternative 

Learning System (ALS) classes . " Sometimes I'm embarrassed because I 

study with the children," Miling says. But, she adds, "Age doesn't matter. I 

want to learn some new things I can use in my life. I want to learn to make 

plans and help t he community." 

A Comprehensive Project 
Sustainable agriculture, literacy and 

learning, livelihoods, health care, and 

advocacy are all integral to the Minis

try with the Poor initiative in the Phil

ippines-also referred to as the Com

prehensive Community Development 

Project with Dumagat Communities . 

"It's about creating a mutual oppor

tunity with our partners in the com

munities to make a difference in this 

world," says June Kim, UMCOR 's 

executive in charge of programs that 

address world hunger and poverty, 

including this sustainable agriculture 

project. Developing that "mutual op

portunity" through a holistic program 

based on accompaniment and em

powerment of local communities

ministry with rather than for the peo

ple-doesn 't happen overnight. 

"It may take years to see the re

sults of such an integrated approach 

to development," says Rebecca 

Asedillo, Global Ministries ' execu

tive secretary for Asia and the Pa

cific, who oversees the Philippines 

initiative . But it is the investment of 

time, patient listening, and accompa

niment that will give the program's 

outcomes a greater chance of endur

ing . The first milestone celebrated by 

the Ministry with the Poor initiative in 

the Phil ippines was gaining the trust 

of the Dumagat commun ities . "The 

people are more expressive now than 

they were when we first arrived in 

November 2010," reports Broncano. 

Bueza says Tatay Lope now refers to 

him as " his eldest son"-attributing 

this growth of trust in part to the fact 

that program staff members have 

been consistently visible and avail

able in the Dumagat communities. 

" Generally, there are three or four of 

us spread out among the three vil

lages," Bueza points out. Volunteers 

and students from Harris Memorial 

College also provide support. 
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The Dumagats have felt encour

aged enough to establish core work

ing groups, such as the agricultural 

core group mentioned earlier. There 

are sector-re lated core groups for 

education, health care, youth, and 

women, as well as community core 

groups that relate to each other 

across the three hamlets. These 

groups not only accomplish ground

breaking work in their particular fields 

but also encourage participants to de

velop leadership, planning, and orga

nizational skills. 

Nanay Juling serves in the health 

core group in Kinabuan . " It is very 

important to train the community in 

health care," she says, noting that 

there is no doctor or medical clinic in 

the village . Gastrointestinal illnesses, 

diarrhea, worms, and skin diseases 

abound. Jul ing looks over her shoul

der at the plants growing in an herb 

garden behind the ALS instructor's 

home in Kinabuan. " I want to learn 

the herbal remedies," she says . 

Nanay Juling has been an acting 

midwife for many years and reports 

that she has delivered hundreds of 

babies in all of Santa Ines. Now that 

she has been participating in ALS 

classes, she wants to seek govern

ment certification for her work . Later 

in the day, she and her husband, Tatay 

Bernardo, the vi llage chieftain , proud

ly share a list of the names of some 

of the babies she has del ivered . She 

wrote the list on a yellow legal pad . 

" This will help the mothers get birth 

certificates,, " she says . 

Challenges Ahead 
Like Nanay Juling, 20 people in 

Kinabuan and 60 in Nayon-women, 

men, and children-have signed up 

for ALS classes, though on ly about 

half of them participate on a regu

lar basis . Adverse weather condi

tions, such as the 2011 typhoons 

that wiped out nearly all the crops in 

Nayon, along with the intimidating 

military presence in the area tempt 

the Dumagats to go out and search 

for food instead of going to class . 

"The Dumagats were nomadic 

for centuries," Broncano recalls, "so 

it has been hard for them to settle 

down, attend classes, and learn to 

farm . The M inistry with the Poor initia

tive is here only to guide them; it's up 

al Tatay Opel shows Angie Broncano some of the squash he has just harvested. 

PHOTO: LINDA UNG ER/U MCOR 
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to them to decide how they want to 

move forward . We may provide guid

ance and training in organic farm ing, 

but we realize that we may have to re

peat the training more than once." 

In responding to the needs of the 

Dumagats, the program always re

spects and protects their heritage and 

t raditions, helping them adapt to the 

shifts demanded of them by the en

croach ing dominant culture . For ex

ample, while encouraging them to 

learn to read and write in Tagalog, 

the Ministry with the Poor initiative 

is helping the Dumagats put togeth

er a dictionary of their own language, 

which is in danger of being lost. 

Farming to feed their families and 

provide their livelihoods instead of for

aging for food or working in commer

cia lly owned mines on their ancestral 

lands is also a cultural shift. Even when 

the Dumagats have an abundant har

vest of ginger and squash, they are 

challenged to consider the best mar

kets for their goods and ways to trans

port them-concerns that were not 

traditionally part of their w orld view. 

At the close of the agricultural core 

group's meeting under the trees in 

Nayon, Bueza sums up the group's 

agreements. The men w ill inventory the 

seeds they have for planting and will de

cide which vegetables each family w ill 

plant. And the group w ill undertake a 

yearlong investigation of markets and 

prices, beginning with an exploratory 

visit the following month to the markets 

nearest by. Tatay Opel, who can write, 

will keep a log of their find ings. 

Linda Unger is UMCOR staff editor and 
senior writer. She visited the Dumagat 
communities in February th is year. 

SUPPORT THROUGH THE ADVANCE 

Comprehensive Community Develop
ment Project for Dumagat Communities, 
Advance# 3021302 



How Rising Food Prices Impact the Poor 
by Winston G. Carroo 

L 
et's begin with two assump
tions about the issue of hun
ger. The first is that there is 

enough food in the world today to ad
equately feed the entire global popu
lation . The second assumption flows 
from the first: the global food crisis 
today is not really about food . 

The food crisis is a chronic con
dition, and the current situation is 
just a recurrence of the symptoms. 
Since the underlying causes of the 
crisis remain unresolved, the symp
toms can flare up at any time, as a 
result of naturally occurring or ma
nipulated conditions . 

Economic globalization and free 
trade have propelled many food items 
(primarily grains, oils, and sugar) into 
the ranks of globally traded commod1-
t1es, much like oil or metals. Thus all 
buyers and sellers compete in the 
global marketplace for goods and ser
vices on what we are told is a " level 
playing f ield ." Yet as long as global 

economic and social inequal1t1es exist, 
this playing field cannot be level. How 
can an impoverished country like Ha1t1 
compete directly with a prosperous 
country like the United States! How 
can Liberia compete with the Euro
pean Union? How can a person liv
ing in a developing country, earning 
$2 .50 per day, compete w ith those 
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Habiba Ibrahim Ali, 20, a Somali woman, 

walks with other women an'd their children 

to a new extension of the world's Largest 

refugee settlement, Dadaab camp, in 

northeastern Kenya. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

living in the industrialized nations, or 
even an individual who makes a liv
ing wage? When the playing field is 
global, a poor person in a developing 

country has to compete for food, fuel, 
and other necessities with a prosper
ous person in the industrialized world. 
What matters most is whether or not 
one knows the rules and has the skills 
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and resources to compete . At this point, most developing nations and thei r 
peoples do not have these (ldvantages . 

Food as a Commodity 
In 2008, and again in 2011 , why was there a high level of global concern over 
the food crisis which, in the past, was viewed as a local or regional problem? 
Concern increased as public protests and riots against the high price of food 
increased. Such protests threaten global stabi lity-and, therefore, the global 
economic order. In 2008, when violent protests in 33 countries threatened 
some governments, the world took notice. Summits were ca lled and a global 
conference was convened in Rome by the United Nations Food and Ag ricul
ture Organization (FAO) to seek solutions. Promises were made to increase 
funding for agriculture in Africa and other affected regions . Then the global 
economic crisis put everyth ing on hold . 

There is evidence that the political instability now rocking the Middle East 
is occurring partly because of the unaffordability of basic food items- wheat, 
rice, oil, and sugar. The attention now being paid to global food crises may be 
less about the hungry than about global instability and the threat it represents 
for the global economic order. Political stability is essential for the world 's cur
rent economic order to survive and flourish . 

Agricultural policies in both industrial ized countries and the developing 
world play a large part in this cris is. These pol icies are being developed with 
the main goal of making food a traded commodity, w ith the globa l market de
termining food allocations. 

The Role of Debt 
The agricultural and food policies of industrialized and 
developing countries serve two different purposes
neither of which is about food . In industrialized coun
tries, food policies protect short-term economic and 
political interests and are designed to maintain each 
country's market share of the global food trade. In de
veloping countries, food policies favor the production 
of export crops to earn foreign exchange for use in pay
ing external debt and financing imports . These different 
policies create forces that are often detrimental to 
food production and availabil ity. The food pol i-

cies are not about food! 
In the 1970s, according 

Oakland Institute report. 

to a recent 
developing 

countries had a combined trade surplus 
for food of over $7 bill ion . By 2001, 
this had changed into a defic it of over 
$11 billion . 

There is one big difference between 
industrialized and developing countries 
in terms of the factors that affect agri
cultural pol icy-the role of international 
financial institutions and the conditions 
they impose for borrower nations. Since 

A farmer from Jeduako, Ghana, raises goats. 

PHOTO: JUDITH SANTIAG O /UM COR 



18 NEWWORLDOUTLOOK .ORG 

industrialized countries do not borrow from the International Monetary Fund, 

the World Bank, or regional development banks, they are not subject to "con

ditionalities ." In contrast, developing countries have quite a bit of debt owed 

to these institutions, and the conditions that the institutions have historically 

imposed on borrowers are quite broad . Some have a direct impact on food and 

agriculture production, as the following examples indicate . 

• Removal of subsidies for traditional food crops in favor of export crops 

• Removal of import restrictions and duties on food items (Borrowing 
countries remove taxes and other quantity restrictions that protect local 

producers .) 

• Removal of concessionary interest rates for farm loans 

• Abolition of marketing boards (Marketing boards would buy food 

commodities at a f ixed price during the harvest and store them for resale 

during times of scarcity. This assured farmers a minimum price and 

consumers a steady supply of these commodit ies.) 

• Devaluation of the currency 

• Abolition of grain reserves 

• Decline of agricultural extension services (caused by limits on the 

percentage of GDP that can be spent on social services) 

Effects on the Poor 
The impact of this crisis on the poor is nothing short of devastating for coun

tries, families, and individuals. Most affected are 860 million people who are 

already hungry or who experience food insecurity-36 million of whom live in 
the United States . Unless the current food crisis is contained, another 100 mil

lion people worldwide are at risk of food insecurity this year. 

A boy from Jeduako, Ghana, celebrates with 

kebobs on his head. PHOTO: JUNE KIM/UMCOR- SA&D 

On the macro level, the World Bank's food 

price index increased 34 percent between 

July 2010 and July 2011, with the highest 

increases affecting such basic staples as 

wheat, corn, edible oils, and sugar. Current 
prices are within 3 percent of the 2008 highs. 

On the micro level , in the period between 
July 2010 and July 2011, corn prices have 

increased by 114 percent in Uganda, 88 per
cent in Brazil, 71 percent in Argentina, 65 

percent in Somalia, and 48 percent in Rwan
da . At the same time, there was a decline of 

19 percent in Mexico and Haiti. These price 
declines resulted from government sub

sides, good local harvests, and emergency 
food aid to Haiti . 

Since June 2010, an additional 44 million people have fallen below the 
$1 .25-per-day poverty line as a result of higher food prices. The World Bank 

further estimates that, for every 10 percent increase in food prices. 1 O million 

additional people fall into poverty. The problem is expected to continue into the 
foreseeable future, with 1.2 billion hungry people by 2025. As poor people are 

forced to spend more on food, they cut back on health ca re and children's edu

cation-ensuring that future generations will continue to be poor and hungry. 

Land Grabs 
The food and energy crises have 

spawned a new land rush in Africa . It 

is being called the "second wave of 

colonization ." This time, however, 

"colonization " is being done with the 

cooperation of the respective coun

tries' governments. In these transac

tions, foreign entities (corporations, 

governments, investment interests. 

and even hedge funds) are given ac

cess to vast tracts of land on very fa

vorable terms (a 50- to 99-year lease 

at very low or no cost) in exchange 

for promises to develop the land and 

provide local infrastructure, communi

ty schools, and health facilities . These 

lands are used to produce food (rice 

and maize) and raw materials for eth

anol production for export to the in

vestors ' home countries or for inter

national markets-not for local use. 
It is estimated that more than 20 mil

lion acres of land in Africa have been 
leased to foreign entities, with another 
20 countries considering such deals. 

These land grabs displace small 
subsistence farmers and households, 

leading to greater food insecurity. 

Often whole villages are forced to 
move, generally to city slums, where 

they become part of the urban poor, 

surviving on less than $2.00 per day. 

The Way Forward 
The fundamental cause of this crisis is 

that many countries and communities 

have surrendered control of their food 
to the market-many without even 

knowing what they were doing . So, 
to solve this crisis, communities and 

countries must reassert control over 

their food systems and food econo

mies. Major global efforts at ending 

hunger and poverty have a history of 

not meeting their goals. The number 

of food emergencies has increased 

from an average of 15 per year during 

the 1980s to more than 30 per year 

since 2000. 
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Money alone will not solve this 

problem. Those most affected by the 

crisis do not have the technical or 

economic ability to participate in the 

mainstream market economy. Thus 

the market cannot deliver food secu

rity to them . 

One of the best kept secrets is 

the Report on the International As
sessment of Agricultural Knowledge, 
Science, and Technology for Devel
opment (IAASTD). It offers solutions 

that are the direct opposite of those 

offered by the "business as usual" 

model. The three major conclusions 

of the report follow: 
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• The multifunctionality of agriculture 

and the productivity and effective

ness of small household farms and 

gardens to provide food security 

must be recognized. 

• The "one-size-fits-all" approach 

of industrial agriculture was not suf

ficient to abolish poverty and hun

ger and caused irreversible damage 

to the environment wherever it was 

introduced. 

Proud Liberian farmers show off their produce. PHOTO: JUNE KIM/UMCOR-SA&D 

• To alleviate poverty and hunger, a 

paradigm shift will have to include 

solutions tailored to the given situ

a.tion and must include, at least ini

tially, low technology and cost-free 

strategies . 

One Strategy That Works 
Over the past 10 years, the Sus

tainable Agriculture and Develop

ment (SA&D) Program of the Unit

ed rv'lethodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR)-one of the ecumenical 

partners of Agricultural Missions, In

corporated (AMl)-has developed 

a promising new program . Th is pro

gram, now being implemented in five 

African countries, increases the ca

pacity of farmers and local commu

nities to improve their food security 

through increased food production . It 

has proved successful in helping im-

recovering from the effects of war) 

make significant progress toward 

achieving food self-sufficiency and 

increasing farmers ' income. The pro

gram is a clear expression of the ethi

cal and moral imperatives of responsi

ble and sustainable use of the earth 's 

resources, while providing people in 

rural areas w ith the skills and resourc

es that lead to dignified living and 

self-reliance . 
The SA&D model is community

based and is focused on train ing rath

er than funding . It provides techn ical 

training for farmers while using ap

propriate technologies and methods. 

In countries with no agricultural ex

tension services, training communi
ty-based farmer extension workers in 

using UMCOR's Farmer Field School 

methods contributes significantly to a 

community 's success . Trained exten
sion workers, who are farmers them

selves, provide special SA&D tra ining 

and technical support to other fa rmers 
in the ir own and other communities . 

While the program is still small 

poverished rural communities (many and thus limited in impact-both in 

geographic scope and number of ben

eficiaries reached-participating fami

lies and communities have definitely 

achieved some level of food security 

through local production. They have 

ta ken back control over the ir food 

production and are therefore less af
fected by the global food crisis. If the 

UMCOR-SA&D model is expanded 

and applied on a wider geographic 

scale, it has the potential to provide a 

lasting solution to the food-price crisis. 

Winston G. Carrao is the executive direc
tor of Agricultural Missions, Incorporat
ed (AMI). AMI was originally founded in 
1930 by Dr. John R. Mott. It works glob
ally and ecumenically with people of faith 
to end rural poverty and injustice. 

SUPPORT THROUGH THE ADVANCE 
Agricultural Missions, Incorporated: 
Advance #982065 

UMCOR Sustainable Agriculture and 
Development: Advance #982188 

World Hunger and Poverty: 
Advance #982920 
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M ozart Adevu 1s a United Methodist missionary who serves as the 

Africa Regional Coordinator for the United Methodist Committee 

on Reliefs Sustainable Agriculture and Development (UMCOR

SA&D} program. Through this program, and through his vision and leadership, 

communities in Africa are being lifted out of poverty. 

In the last decade, approximately 7,500 farmers throughout the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Ghana, Liberia, Mozambique, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone 

have been trained directly through the UMCOR-SA&D program. Indirectly, 

each trained farmer has provided informal training to more than 10 other com

munity members-multiplying the reach of this program and thereby trans

forming thousands of lives. Adevu shares his views in the following interview 

with Judith Santiago for New World Outlook. 

How did you first get involved with the UMCOR-SA&D program? 
I was elected to participate in a panel discussion at an Africa Regional Confer

ence in Accra, Ghana, on issues of agricultural sustainability. It was organized 

by the General Board of Global Ministries' Sustainable Agriculture and Rural De

velopment Initiative (SARDl}-currently the SA&D program. The conference par

ticipants chose me to serve on an interim committee that the Rev. Jim Gulley 

had formed to deliberate on SARDl's 

development into a practical program. 

In 2000, I applied to fill a position as 

SARDl's West Africa Regional Coordi-

nator and began work in January 2001 . 

What was your first impression of 
the SARDI program? 
I saw this program as an opportuni-

ty to work with communities in Af-

rica, designing concrete programs to 

resolve the major problems of hun-

ger, malnutrition, and disease . Since 

no concrete activities were in place 

when I was hired, I was thrilled to 

have the opportunity as an African to 

take leadership in developing novel 

approaches that truly address the 

problems of the continent. 
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Please discuss your role in 
UMCOR-SA&O, and highlight your 
contributions. 
I helped develop and design the 
curricula and training that UMCOR
SA&D currently carries out. Spe

cific train ing activities include using 
Mor::iga and soy for nutrition, bee
keeping, livestock husbandry, agro
forestry, and Integrated Crop and 
Pest Management (ICPM). I also 
developed the concept of adopting 
the 18-week Farmer Field School ap
proach to ICPM training . 

I monitor the impact and outcome 

of the way training is conducted, eval
uate select trainees to qualify them 
as future UMCOR-SA&D trainers, 
and conduct needs-assessments for 

new communities that have asked to 
join the program . Through in-depth 
analysis of the issues farmers face, 
UMCOR ensures that the activities 
undertaken are based on the real 
needs of the community and that the 
causes of poverty are addressed at 
their roots . 

Since my original involvement, 
I have worked to promote the culti
vation and use of Moringa in Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, DR Congo, Ghana, 
and Mozambique. This initiative has 
gained great momentum throughout 
the continent. In addition, beekeep
ing, practiced in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone, is an important initiative for 
the farmers we trained. UMCOR was 
the very first organization to formal
ly introduce Moringa and beekeeping 
to Liberia, the southern DR Congo, 
and Sierra Leone, and to offer train
ing on their use. The farmers trained 
through this program have become 
leading advocates and producers of 
honey and Moringa in their countries. 

Describe one highlight of UMCOR
SA&D work. 
Perhaps the best thing in my 11 years 
of working with UMCOR-SA&D was 
the opportunity to introduce beekeep
ing to communities where it was 
completely unknown. In 2003, the 
Neingbein, Pledeye, and Gbahn com
munities in Nimba County, Liberia, re
ceived beekeeping training . By 2007, 
these communities turned beekeeping 
into real businesses. The farmers de
scribed beekeeping as the single most 
beneficial economic venture they had 
ever experienced. Stemming from the 
training of 80 farmers in Nimba County, 
honey production has become a huge 
venture in all of Liberia . 

How did you first learn about 
Moringa? 
When I visited New York in 1999 at 
the invitation of Winston Carrao-a 
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staff member of Agricultural Missions, 
lnc.-he told me about The Miracle 

Tree, a book written by the late Lowell 
Fuglie (then a staff member of Church 
World Service) . I paid little attention to 
it until I joined UMCOR in 2001 and 
was looking for some new initiatives 
to help reduce malnutrition in Africa . 
After reading further about the ben
efits of the Moringa tree, I was con
vinced it was worth exploring . To learn 
more about the plant, I visited Lowell 
Fuglie at the Church World Service re
gional office in Senegal. I soon gave 
Moringa a try and introduced it to my 
family and friends . 

What are your aspirations for mak
ing Moringa accessible throughout 
Africa? 
I believe Moringa holds great prom
ise for Africa. Moringa leaves can be 
used to address the continent's con
cerns about its staggering malnutri
tion . Moringa should be promoted by 
all-especially by governments-as 
the nutritional supplement of choice 
in African countries . Sierra Leone 's 
government is promoting Moringa at 

Honey production has become big business 

in Liberia. PHOTO: JUDITH SANTIAGO/UMCOR 
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all levels. giving the country a chance 

to reduce malnutrition to minimum 

levels within the next decade . 

Some African government struc

tures make access to officia ls ex-

of the best services to humanity. 

It starts with the very foundation of 

human existence-without sufficient 

and healthy food resources. life will 

be seriously endangered . UMCOR-

Mozart talking to a community youth after introducing UM CO R's Sustainable 

Agriculture & Development training to the Kasungami community area, in partnership 

with Child Action Initiative in DR Congo. PHOTO: JUDITH SANTIAGO/UMCOR 

tremely difficult. The promotion of 

Moringa nationwide in such countries 

can be frustrating, if not impossible . I 

hope that countries which accept the 

promotion and production of Moringa 

use the plant as a food source to re

duce malnutrition as soon as possible . 

In your opinion, what should be 
done about the global hunger 
crisis? 
To prevent global hunger, especially 

among poor and disadvantaged com

munities, the capacity of such commu

nities should be developed through ap

propriate technologies. Once farmers 

have been trained and equipped with 

knowledge and skills, they can avert 

food insecurity by making informed 

choices that will sustain resources and 

production in their communities . 

I believe the UMCOR-SA&D ap

proach to development work is one 

SA&D works directly with commu

nities that suffer from hunger and 

chronic malnutrition . The program 's 

goals not only ensure the production 

of enough healthy food to feed whole 

communities but also enhance the 

care of the environment. 

In addition. the SA&D program 

enables communities to generate 

additional income beyond mere sub

sistence. It equ ips families and com

munities with the skills requ ired to 

meet other essential needs, such 

as adequate housing, health care. 

and children's education . UMCOR

SA&D's work is therefore basic to 

survival. It's a call to God 's mission . 

Discuss SA&D methodology. 
UMCOR-SA&D is an integrated and 

holistic solution to community de

velopment. Instead of simply provid

ing seeds, tools. and fertilizers. the 

UMCOR-SA&D model invests in peo

ple 's knowledge . Overall , our goal is to 

minimize dependency, maximize po

tential , build community, and improve 

living standards in an economically 

viable way. With this kind of support, 

communities should move from the 

poverty zone of $1 per day to about 

$5 to $10 per day within two years . 

With the help of United Method

ists who contribute to the program, 

UMCOR maintains its relationship 

with the communities it aids, provid

ing follow-up support after training to 

address any issues that may arise . 

At the heart of the UMCOR-SA&D 

model, however, is farmer-to-farmer 

training . Farmers who rece ive train

ing in turn train about 10 other mem

bers of their community. This results 

in a 10-fold multiplying factor in the 

number of persons benefiting from 

the program directly and indirectly. 

Part of the success of the SA&D 

program is that the activities are tech

nically appropriate and fall within the 

economic means of a community. 

That way, community members are 

empowered to carry out these activ

ities on their own . The activities are 

also designed to prevent further deg

radation of the environment. 

Another area where most other 

agencies have failed is in not recog

nizing the social and cultural norms 

within communities. UMCOR en

sures that its programs are socially 

just and culturally acceptable to its 

beneficiaries . 

Can you share the testimony of a 
participant who supports UMCOR
SA&D methodology? 
Younger Gant, a young woman from 

Barnesville in Montserrado County, 

Liberia, who could not read, partici

pated in an UMCOR-SA&D training 

in 2006. She learned Integrated Crop 

and Pest Management and was pro

vided with seeds after the training . 
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Gant applied her new knowledge and 

skills to her own garden . She was for

tunate in that season, as her crops 

(lettuce, watermelons, cabbage, and 

hot peppers) provided good yields. 

She made $2,000 profit in that sea

son alone. 

Encouraged by this sudden leap in 

her income, Gant asked her husband 

William to resign from his work as a 

house helper to join her in gardening. In 

2010, the Gants realized a $6,000 profit 

in one season. They have built a new 

home and can now afford their chil

dren's school fees. Younger and William 

Gant-and many others like them-are 

thankful for this transformation in their 

lives. It would not have been possible 

without the support of United Method

ist churches in the United States that 

donate generously to the UMCOR

SA&D program. Now Younger Gant 

is encouraging several other young 

women in her community to get into 

vegetable gardening using Integrated 

Crop and Pest Management. 

Who are some of UMCOR-SA&D's 
partners? 
The major partners of SA&D include 

th~ Liberia Annual Conference of The 

United Methodist Church ; the North 

Katanga Annual Conference of The 

UMC in DR Congo; the Effiduase Dio

cese of the Methodist Church, Ghana; 

the Council of Churches in Sierra 

Leone; the West Africa Initiative, Ag

ricultural Missions, Inc., USA; Eden

ton Street United Methodist Church, 

Raleigh, NC; and the First United 
Methodist Church, Santa Barbara, CA. 

Many other supporting churches and 

individuals and I, as a missionary, are 

all partners in this work. 

What do you want to tell others 
about your work and how they 
can help? 
I believe the SA&D work is a via

ble, proven, cost-effective solution 
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Honorine Mujing Mwad, director of the Mary Morris Orphanage in Kamina, UMC, 

DR Congo, harvests Moringa leaves in the orphanage yard . She adds the Moringa 

leaves to the children's food as a nutritional supplement. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

to alleviate hunger and malnutrition . 

Many people talk about sustainabil

ity. But development programs that 

focus on giving people technology or 

paying them to attend training ses

sions perpetuate the cycle of depen
dency. Well-intentioned people, espe

cially from more developed countries, 

believe they have the newest innova

tions and solutions to problems for 
developing countries . However, prob

lems arise when such solutions and 

interventions do not take into account 

the history, current context, and cul

tural norms of the communities that 

they seek to help. 
Lasting development does not 

happen overnight. We have to have 

mutual respect and an attitude of 

learning, no matter which side of the 

ocean we live on . UMCOR-SA&D 

tries to help poor or disadvantaged 

people recognize that they already 
have God 's blessings . We help peo

ple see the assets, resources, and 

talents they already have and provide 

them with the opportunity and dignity 

to help themselves . 

Three-fourths of the world's peo

ple live in rural areas. The majority of 

these people are subsistence farmers . 

They are the people who suffer from 

the "hunger season," whose children 
die or are severely affected by malnu

trition. UMCOR-SA&D's efforts have 
made a direct impact on their lives, pro

viding them with the knowledge and 

skills to produce healthy food, ensure 

household nutrition, improve income, 

and care for the earth . There are many 

macro-level political issues and policies 

that directly and indirectly affect the 

lives of our brothers and sisters around 

the world . As part of a global commu

nity, we need to be more aware of the 

impact our individual actions and sup

port efforts have in ensuring that ev
eryone has the basic necessities of life. 

Judith Santiago is a Media Communica
tions Associate in the UMCOR Commu
nications unit at Global Ministries. 

Support for UMCOR-SA&D Program 

Those not directly involved or 
engaged in SA&D work can help 
by praying for this program and the 
people who serve it. Contributions to 
Advance #982188 will help increase 
and sustain the work and enable 
it to expand to other communities, 
especially in Africa, that have not yet 
been reached . 
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A United Methodist Church 

Agape (ah GAH pay) is the word 

that James McNabb, known to 

many as Jimi, uses to describe 

the United Methodist Church for 

All People. 

by George Howard 

torJimi 

The United Methodist Church for ALL People 's choir. 

PHOTO: COURTESY UMC FOR ALL PEOPLE 

n a Sunday morning seven years ago, Jimi was invited by his next-door 
neighbor, Rose, to have breakfast at the United Methodist Church for All 
People in Columbus. Ohio. Eating breakfast was all he came to do when 
he and Rose joined 100 others coming in before church for a hot morn
ing meal. Week after week. he sat with Rose at an eight-foot-long table, 
eating egg casserole or biscuits and gravy, drinking juice and coffee. 

Jimi knew some of the people at the table because they lived in the neigh
borhood . Other, less familiar. folks were church members who didn't live near-
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for the meal. The members struck up 
conversations and developed relation
ships with many of the guests, but 
Jimi would often leave after breakfast. 
before the worship service began. 

The Church for All People does not 
have a full kitchen. Partner church
es prepare, bring, and serve break
fast each Sunday morning. Many 
of the partner churches are located 
in the suburbs, where most of the 

members are middle class. But the 
Church for All People practices minis
try "With," believing that it is impor
tant for members and volunteers to 
sit end eat breakfast with those who 
come to be served . It is also important 
for those being served to be given 
the opportunity to serve, themselves, 
if they wish. Over time, the interac
tion between those serving and those 
being served builds relationships . 

The same dynamic plays out every 
Saturday morning when another 
partner, Hilliard United Methodist 
Church, provides breakfast for more 
than 200 men, women, and children . 

Th is ministry began even before the 
church was formed. From the begin
ning, members of the serving team 
have been intentional about sitting 
at table and interacting with the folks 
who have come to eat that day. Pastor 
John Edgar always comes to break
fast and personal ly invites everyone 
to come back for breakfast and wor
ship on Sunday. It is another example 
of hospitality that invites people to 
form relationships with one another. 

Jimi loves music. Maybe that's 
what finally drew him in. Music minis
tries at the Church for All People-and 
through the Harmony on the South
side program-encourage apprecia
tion for and participation in the arts . 
An open-membership choir, a weekly 
open mike program, music lessons, 
and concerts featuring accessible, 
popular music give people lots of op
portunities to use their gifts. Jimi was 
observed singing along with the choir 
at the second worship service he at
tended. He was encouraged to join 
them, which he did-with gusto! 
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When dinner is over and worship begins, Jim i McNabb 

sings, runs the audiovisual system, and serves as a prayer 

partner. PHOTO: COURTESY UMC FOR ALL PEOPLE 

Forming Relationships 
Today, because of the relationships 
forged in these ministries, Jimi is 
fully engaged in the life of the Unit
ed Methodist Church for All People. 
He is involved in the prayer ministry, 
serves on the audiovisual team, sings 
in the choir, and is a church trustee. 
Like many others who come to the 
church hungry, Jimi found much 
more than he was looking for. 

The Church for All People started 
as a free store on the borderl ine be
tween two very different neighbor
hoods-divided by race and income. 
In the early days, Free Store shop
pers and volunteers would gather 
around a coffee pot and share their 
hopes and concerns. Over time, they 
developed a desire to come together 
in worship. 

Now in its ninth year, the worship
ing congregation averages 250 in at
tendance and reflects the local popu
lation in its makeup. It includes African 
Americans and Anglos, the universi
ty-educated and the street-educated, 
those who sleep in their own homes 
and those who sleep on the streets. 
Two-thirds of the congregation does 
not have enough money at the end of 
the month to pay bills, while one-third 
has enough to put money aside. 

It was actually out of those cups 
of coffee, conversations, and rela
tionships that the United Methodist 
Church for All People was born . The 
Columbus South District (now Capi
tal Area South) started a direct-ser
vice ministry to engage its 70 plus 
churches. The United Methodist Free 

Store was located on the south side 
of Columbus, Ohio. There are no eli
gibility requirements to shop there. 
The banner on the wall simply says 
" freely received, freely given ." Each 
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item represents a free gift from God, 
just as Grace is a free gift, whether or 
not we are aware of it. Fifty partner 
churches contribute prayers-along 
with gently used clothing and house
hold goods, voluntary services, or fi
nancial support to run the store. Open 
Tuesday through Saturday for three 
hours a day, the Free Store serves 
more than 20,000 shoppers a year. 

Because of health concerns, Jim i 
had been unable to work, leaving 
him with less and less money to 
make ends meet. But because he 
had studied culinary arts and hospi
tality management at the University 
of Missouri, St. Louis, and had previ
ously worked as a chef, he became 
interested in healthier ways of cook
ing . So, as a volunteer, he began to 
help in the preparation of food for 
various events in the church and 
community. 

Celebrate Recovery 
In the fall of 201 0, Ji mi McNabb was 
given the opportunity to put his culi
nary arts train ing to use in preparing 
a light dinner for the newly launched 
"Celebrate Recovery." Now, every 
Wednesday night, 52 weeks a year, 
people who are living with a "hurt, 
habit, or hang-up" come to the church 
and Jimi feeds them. Many people 
who are members of 12-step groups 
during the week desire a place where 
they can name God as the " High
er Power " who helps them recover. 
Celebrate Recovery has become that 
place for some. 

Jimi prepares the meal while 
other volunteers set up tables and 
provide beverages . When dinner is 
over and worship begins, Jimi chang
es roles . He runs the sound system 
and is also a prayer partner. When 
the Mid-Ohio Food Bank began deliv
ering f ive- to seven-thousand pounds 
of fresh fruits and vegetables each 

week, Jimi volunteered to be the 

food coordinator for the produce . He 
and a group of volunteers arrive be
fore 8:00 a.m. each Tuesday to un
load the multiple pallets and get the 
produce ready for distribution . 

What Jimi did not realize when 
he f irst showed up for breakfast was 
the organic nature of this faith orga
nization. The leadership looks for as
sets among those who participate as 
well as those who live in the neigh
borhood-striving to recognize skills 
and match assets with the commu
nity's and the participants' hopes and 
dreams. The goal is to welcome par
tic ipants into the full life of the organ i
zation so that they are able to shape 
the way it cont inues to grow. 

Community Development for All 
People (CD4AP) is the sister organiza-

asset is the people who participate 
as volunteers and as recipients of the 
services it provides. It recognizes the 
important role that Jimi and other vol
unteers play. 

The Wesley Service Corps 
Jimi's volunteer work and the work 
of his team in preparing the mea ls for 
Celebrate Recovery was the inspira
tion for the development of CD4AP's 
Wesley Service Corps, formed in 
2011 . The Service Corps helps unem
ployed and underemployed men and 
women make a tangible contribution 
to the community, while increasing 
their sense of self-worth, improving 
their job skills, and bui ld ing their per
sonal confidence. Jimi McNabb-re
cipient of the 2.010 Volunteer of the 

J im i McNabb (in wh it e) puts h is culinary s ki lls to work as he volunteers to help in the preparation 

of food fo r the church and community. PHOTO: COU RTESY UMC FOR ALL PEOPLE 

tion of the United Methodist Church 
for All People. It is a registered not
for-profit community development 
corporation that serves as the um
brella organization for the Free Store 
as well as the food and nutrition, 
health, music, and affordable housing 
initiatives in the broader community. 
CD4AP understands that its greatest 

Year Award at the Community Devel
opment for All People's annual din
ner-was one of the first to sign up 
for the Service Corps . Currently, the 
Corps enlists eight to ten people to 
run the fresh produce distribution, 
the " Loaves and Fishes" lunch pro

gram, community gardening, and 
other community meals . Program 

interns re 
they seN! 
going trai1 

As the 

expandeo 
a food s 
Jimi appl 
his track 
many are 
nary arts 
ment. he 
Now, as I 
1n the Lo, 
gram- w 
parochial 
sized kit( 
mg skills 
meal for 
the Wes/ 
at work~ 
dling ev1 
clean-up. 
the hosp 
and its p1 

At a re 
Corps mi 
ing with / 
duced b\ 
the fact· 
nant and 
for work 
vice Cori 
by name 
where ei 
those w~ 
Just to pr 
inga corr 

Jimi i ~ 
~itchen 2 

Where hi 
chef to 
fresh pr 
meals. Pl 
en that 1 

dennonst 
• can resu 

0Perative 
crease ti 
to the de 
connnnun 



interns receive a small stipend while 
they serve, and they participate in on
going tra ining . 

As the opportunities for service 
expanded, CD4AP began looking for 
a food services administrator, and 
Jimi applied for the position. Given 
his track record as a volunteer in 
many areas and his training in culi 
nary arts and hospitality manage
ment, he was an obvious choice . 
Now, as food services administrator 
in the Loaves and Fishes lunch pro
gram-which operates in a former 

parochial school with an industrial
sized kitchen-Jimi uses his cook
ing skills each day in preparing a hot 
meal for 40 to 75 people . He and 
the Wesley Service Corps are hard 
at work Monday through Friday, han
dling everything from cooking to 
clean-up. In between, they provide 
the hospitality for which the church 
and its programs are known . 

At a recent lunch, Wesley Service 
Corps member Paul Parker was eat
ing with two women whom he intro
duced by name. They talked about 
the fact that one woman was preg
nant and her husband was looking 
for work. Paul, like the other Ser

vice Corps members, greets people 
by name and creates a safe space 
where everyone feels welcome. All 
those who serve are committed not 
just to providing a meal but to creat
ing a community. 

Jimi is dreaming of a commercial 
kitchen at the Church for All People 
where he can use his training as a 
chef to teach others ways to use 
fresh produce to prepare healthy 
meals . Plans are underway for a kitch
en that will allow him and others to 
demonstrate how healthful cooking 

can result in tasty eating . A food co
operative is also being launched to in
crease the variety of foods available 
to the demonstration kitchen and the 
community at large. 

An Affordable Place to Live 
Jimi has also dreamed about finding a 
safe, affordable place to live. Recent
ly, he moved into one side of a newly 
painted duplex, owned by a partner
church member who allows CD4AP 
to rent it at a nominal amount to peo
ple who need decent, safe, afford
able shelter. Ji mi now has a steady in
come antj continues to become more 
financially stable . A home like this is 
the next step in his-and others '
persona l journey. 
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found in the prayer room after church 
on Sunday mornings, on Wednes
days after Celebrate Recovery, and 
on other weekdays when he is in 
the building . The prayer room, open 
whenever the building is open, is the 
only space there that is not " multi
purposed ." Volunteers-such as Ji mi 
or the Free Store chaplain or one 
of the church's pastors-are often 
found there with someone who has 
come for a meal, or clothes, or simply 
a cup of coffee . 

Mem be rs at the Un ited Met hod ist Church fo r All Peo ple serve breakfast 

eve ry Sunday mo rni ng. PHOTO: COURTESY UMC FOR ALL PEOPLE 

Community Development for All 
People also owns and manages a 
number of other rental apartments 
and duplexes. It offers subsidized, 
rehabilitated homes at an affordable 
cost. Tenants can choose to rent or 
buy, depending on their circumstanc
es. The objective is to provide safe, 
affordable housing, while supporting 
the diversity of the neighborhood and 
avoiding gentrification, which tends 
to drive out low-income people. 

Jimi says that, out of all he does 
through the various ministries of the 
church and CD4AP, the choir is still 
closest to his heart. Music, he says, 
" speaks to my soul! " He is often 

Jimi McNabb is a role model of 
joy and gratitude. Even in poverty, he 
gave thanks to God for what he had, 
and he practiced radical hospitality, 
blessing many others each day. He 
has helped create an environment 
that is welcoming and safe . What 
sustains Jimi and keeps him coming 
back? The answer is agape-the se lf
less, spiritual , Christ-like love that he 
both gives and receives . 

George G. Howard is the director of 
training and development for the United 
Methodist Church for All People and the 
Community Development for All People 
in Columbus, Ohio. 
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T
he Roma {commonly called 
"Gypsies") began moving 
out of northern India more 

than 2000 years ago-spreading 
throughout Europe, the Middle East. 
and northern Africa . Now number
ing around 15 million, they are a peo
ple without a country, living on the 
outskirts of society and facing dis
crimination in every land they call 
home. There is, however, one place 
where the Roma flag flies : in Shutka, 
Macedonia. 

With the largest concentrated 

Roma population in the world, Shutka 
is the only municipality in Europe with 

Romani as its official language. Five 
miles from Skopje, the modern capi
tal of Macedonia-yet a world apart in 
terms of culture and economy-lies 
Suto Orizari, or "Shutka ." This rough 
mishmash of small homes and dilapi
dated shanties is home to an estimat
ed 50,000 people . 

The air in Shutka is thick with 
smoke from wood fires and burning 
trash, but the streets are full of life. 
Turkish pop music blares from boom 
boxes strategically placed on street 
corners . And, from open car doors and 
horse-drawn carts, men yell greetings 
across the potholed streets . 

Shutka was founded after a mas
sive earthquake in 1963 left most of 
Skopje's Roma homeless. To house 
them, the Red Cross built temporary 
metal huts {many of which are st ill in- p1p3s to 
habited today) on the outskirts of the _ siblings 
city. Relatives of the displaced people lurninate 
also moved to the new town to be tered on 
closer to their families . Thus began burning 
a population boom that made Shutka eat wh 

what it is today. falls belc 
Poverty is a reality Shutka shares 1 cracked : 

with Roma communities throughout • heconc 
Europe. Official unemployment hov- thatmak 

ers at around 80 percent. Families of Thouc 
five to ten members often share a drento~ 



single room where they cook. clean, 
and sleep. An estimated 2,000 peo
ple have no documentation . Roads 
are in desperate need of improve
ment. Whole blocks are without 
water and electricity for weeks on 
end . Police harass young men for 
no apparent reason. Though hidden, 
drugs and prostitution are ever pres
ent. "This is the ghetto," shouts a 
joyful young man dodging gaping 
potholes in the street. 

Life in Shutka 
As the sun sets on a cold winter's 
evening, merchants close the ir 
carts , while buses bring back the 
old men and women lucky enough 
to have jobs sweeping the streets 
in wealthier neighborhoods . Men 
begin to drink and argue outside 
their homes. Children run through 

the streets, blissfu lly unaware of the 
realities their fu ture holds . 

Those realities are all too real for 
Bjramcha, 30, who lives in one of 
the poorest parts of Shutka. She and 
her husband share their deteriorating 
one-room home with their six ch il
dren, who walk the cold , muddy, gar
bage-strewn streets without shoes. 

Bjramcha constantly worries about 
their health . Her two oldest sons, 15 
and 16, work with their father eight 
hours a day at a scrap-metal yard . 
Though one son has suffered from 
a hernia for weeks, he must still lift 
and carry heavy metal sheets and 
pipes to ensure food for his younger 
siblings . Inside, a single dim light il
luminates the hundreds of f lies clus
tered on the walls, and a rusty wood
burning stove is the only source of 
heat when the outside temperature 
falls below freezing . Smoke from the 

cracked stove drifts out of the gaps in 
the concrete blocks and scrap lumber 
that make up their home. 

Though Bjramcha wants her chil
dren to attend school, " How can I buy 
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TOP AND CENTER : Roma 

families in Europe struggle 

through generations of 

pove rty. 

BOT TOM : ljatife Sikovaska 

(left). d irector of Ambrela, 

a Roma-ru n NGO, ass ists 

Bjramcha . 

them new clothes and school materials, " she asks, "when I can't even afford 
to wash them? " As the cold leaks into the home. her husband and oldest sons 
return from an exhausting day of work. "The future is too hard to thin k about," 
she says, clutch ing her baby. 

Refuge Among the Poor 
After the 1963 earthquake left the Roma of Skopje homeless, the Shutka area 
was flooded with people who had seen nature 's destruction of everything they 
had. Th irty-s ix years later, a new flood of 4,000 Roma arrived, forced to flee 
during the 1999 conflict in neighboring Kosovo. Many have since returned to 
guarded enclaves in Kosovo. but for others. there is nothing left to go back to. 

Gamemet. 36, fled the war in Kosovo with her husband and one-year-old 
daughter. Pregnant with her second ch ild, she crossed the border at night, 
along with thousands of others who were escaping the bloodshed. Gamemet 
and her fam ily have now lived in Shutka for more than 13 years. She has given 
birth to f ive more children. whom she washes, feeds, clothes, and educates 
wh ile her husband searches for day-labor jobs from sunrise to sunset. As she 

sits quietly, surrounded by screaming children, one of her daughters. her face 
wet with tears. falls into Gamemet's lap. She places a hand on her crying 
daughter's head and brushes her hair softly to the side . The tears stop. 
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Unlike most Roma women of her 

generation, Gamemet spent nine 
years in school. She can read and 
write in Albanian and Romani and she 

speaks fluent Macedonian . Her hus

band, on the other hand, received 
no education . As her eldest daugh

ter was approaching school age, 

Gamemet wanted nothing more than 
to see her become an educated Roma 

woman. Her husband, however, saw 
no point in that. "Even if they are edu

cated, who will hire them?" he asked, 
"since they are Roma ." 

After her husband's failed attempt 
to file for social help, Gamamet took it 

upon herself to teach him how to read 
and write. Then, when it came time 

for her daughter to enroll in school, 
she had her husband's full support. 
Now all of her school-aged children 

attend school. Gamamet's eldest 
is getting some of the best grades 
in her class, much to the delight of 
her mother. 

Bjramcha holds her one

year-old daughter. Roma 

children live in abject 

poverty, generation after 

generation . They live 

on the margins of most 

European countries and 

find it difficult to attend 

school and graduate. 

Yet Gamemet's struggle is far from 

over. Her family of nine survives on 
a mere $30 to $50 a month. "Some 

days all we eat is bread." she says . 

At times, her eldest daughter is kept 

from going to school by the flip-flops 
she wears on her feet. "If there's 

snow and ice on the ground," the girl 

explains, " I can't feel my feet by the 

time I get to school." 
"In Kosovo, life was good," 

Gamemet recalls. Her husband 

worked in a large textile factory there 

and they lived in a nice house close 
to her family. "That was before the 
war," she adds, her eyes fixed on 

the distance. Her whole family lives 

in Shutka now. except for one uncle, 
who was classified as missing after 
the war. "Life is good in Shutka, too," 

she says. "We just -need a place to 
feel safe ." 

Shutka's "Mother Teresa" 
Shutka's residents face more than 

their share of problems. but they're not 
alone in their struggle. Ljatife Sikovs

ka. 51-director of Ambrela, a Roma

run nongovernmental organization 
(NGO}-is known by the locals as "the 

Mother Teresa of Shutka ." A strong 

woman. modest and kind, she helps a 
constant influx of new residents, and 

her work never stops. One of the first 

Roma women in Macedonia to receive 
higher education, Sikovska is a role 

model for the people she helps. At her 

office in the heart of Shutka, she and 
her two colleagues work feverishly to 

give residents a chance. 
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A slender 24-year-old woman 
comes in. She has no birth certificate 
and no other identification. According 
to the government. she doesn't exist. 
Sikovska talks with her and accom
panies her to a government office. 
There, she helps the young woman 
navigate a bureaucratic system in 
which discrimination can make aid 
nearly impossible for a Roma to ob
tain. "We Roma want to integrate," 
Sikovska says . "We want a job. We 
want an education . But the system 
makes it very difficu lt for us. We feel 
distanced by it." 

Sikovska sees education as the 
Roma's key to a better future . "Chil
dren must have the opportunity and 

A Roma woman and her ch ildre n. 

interest to get an education," she 
says. But prejudice against the Roma 
does not stop at the school door. 
"Many chi ldren say their teachers 
abuse them, saying things like 'stu
pid gypsy' or 'you shouldn 't be in 
school,"' Sikovska explains . " How 
can a child learn in those conditions? 
We Roma must understand our
selves and be proud of w ho we are. If 
we organize ourselves, then we can 
change things ." 

Poverty and lack of education make 
drug trafficking and prostitution real 
dangers for the current generation. 
"They face issues their parents don 't 
understand," Sikovska explains, "is
sues no one educates them about. 
This is dangerous. People say the 
Roma don't work and don 't want to go 
to school. I am a Roma woman who 
has an education, who works. Give 
these children a chance and they will 
show you who the Roma truly are." 

As the government of Macedonia 
nears the end of its officia l " Decade 

of Roma Inclusion," little in the way 
of progress is visible. " I don 't know 
if things wi ll ever get better for us, " 
says a man at a corner store . For the 
Roma of Shutka and those throughout 
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Europe, their future may be as unde
fined as their past. 

Methodists in Macedonia 
Although Methodists number fewer 
than 5,000 in the Republ ic of Mace
donia, The United Methodist Church 
is not unknown in Shutka. The church 
responded to the plight of the Roma 
in Kosovo when, in 2003, 700 of 
them camped in protest at the bor
der between Macedonia and Greece, 
demanding the attention of the Eu
ropean Union, which largely ignored 
them . Representatives from The 
United Methodist Church in the Re
public of Macedonia visited the ir 
encampment and saw their pl ight. 
"We knew people should not have 
to live like that, " says senior pas
tor Mihail Cekov. "Since the Roma 
fled to Macedonia , they have been 
moved from place to place, always 
in sub-standard housing, in places 
where their children couldn't attend 
school." With financial assistance 
from The UMC in western Europe 
and the United States, The UMC in 
Macedonia helped them with emer
gency food, water, clothing, and 
medical ca re . When the Macedonian 
government relocated this displaced 
group to Shutka, The United Method
ist Church continued to assist them 
into 2008. 

Now two families from Shutka at
tend the United Methodist Church in 
Skopje . Seeing their obvious needs, 
the congregation helps supply them 
with firewood for the winter, second
hand clothes and shoes donated by 
church members, and, most impor
tantly, a little money to help the chil
dren attend school. 

Jon Roberts is an independent photogra
pher and writer based in San Francisco, 
CA, with a passion for human rights and 
social issues. 



Global Poverty 
by David Wildman 

T oday, roughly half of the 
world's population-over 
3 billion of our sisters and 

brothers-live in poverty, on less 
than $2.50 per day. Half of all hu
man iw is not able to meet its daily 
bas ic needs of food, water, clothing, 
shelter, and health care . The human 
toll of such deprivation is enormous . 
Roughly one-third of all human 
deaths each year are due to poverty
related causes; this translates into 
some 50,000 largely preventable 
deaths each day. People die from 
lack of adequate nutrition, from lack 
of clean water and sanitation, from 
lack of access to medical care, cloth
ing, shelter, and education . One ana
lyst. Thomas Pogge, observed that 

I 

ere 
"many more people-some 360 mil
lion-have died from hunger and re
mediable diseases in peacetime, in 
the 20 years since the end of the 
Cold War, than perished from wars , 
civil wars, and government repres
sion over the entire 20th century." 
(Politics as Usual: What Lies Behind 

the Pro-Poor Rhetoric, Cambridge : 
Pol ity Press, 2010.) 

Yet the modern global econo
my has also generated tremendous 
wealth in the past 20 years. How 
can so many be dying and in want in 
a context of such abundance? Why 
are we as a world community failing 
to meet the needs of our impover
ished neighbors? Part of the answer 
lies in the growing inequality in the 

accumulation and consumption of 
resources . Over the same 20 years, 
the gap between the rich and the 
poor has become wider than ever, 
both within nations and between so
called developed nations of the glob-
al North and so-called developing na
tions of the global South. 

Is global poverty today simply a 
result of some people's being less 
willing to share resources than were 
previous generations? How do we 
find better ways to redistribute glob-
al resources so that all may have 
enough? Is there something in the 1 

way our global economy produc
es wealth tha impoverishes whole 
communities and generates wide

spread poverty? 
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Defining Poverty: Asking the Wrong People 
the Wrong Question 
The neoliberal economic theory of the World Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) is based in a definition of economic development solely in terms 
of increasing aggregate income and wea lth . If the economy of a nation grows, 
so this line of th inking goes, then there wi ll be more income for all. In today's 
global economy, the theory assumes that the fastest way to generate income 
is through trade-especially trade for export. Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, 
World Bank and IMF policies pushed one developing nat ion after another to 
sh ift from local agricultural production to production for export. Whi le the overa ll 
gross domestic product (GDP) of many countries went up, much of the wealth 
went to government officia ls, corporations, and wealthy landowners. The rising 
GDP per capita of countries like the Phil ippines masked the devastating impact 
these policies had on smal l fa rmers and rura l communities. 

Only by defining poverty at an extremely low level of $1 .00 per day (recently 
raised to $1 .25 per day) can it be claimed that extreme income poverty has 
gone down slight ly. Yet in recogn ition of this low poverty level, most World 
Bank studies include data on the number of people with income below $2 .00 
per day or $2 .50 per day, wh ich shows an increase in the number who are poor. 

(OPPOSITE PAGE) LEFT: Children wait ing to enter a nutrition 

center in Kamina, DR Congo. RIGHT: A homeless woman 

in Seattle. PHOTOS: PAU L JEFFREY 

ABO V E LEFT: A man repa irs his fis hing net beside the Upper 

Nile River in Mala kal, Sout hern Sudan. RIGHT: A newly arrived 

Somali girl relishes a drin k of wat er as she waits with her 

fam ily to be processed in t he Dadaab refugee complex 

in northeastern Kenya. PH OTOS: PAU L JEFFREY 

In 1990, the United Nations Devel
opment Program (UNDP) la unched 
a new report and a new measure
ment called "the Human Develop
ment Index" (HDI) that sought to de
fine human development in terms of 
qualities of life rather than simply by 
income or GDP per capita . The HDI 
t ried to quantify qualit ies like litera
cy rates, life expectancy, and under
age-5 mortal ity rates . Each year the 
Human Development Report exam
ined quantitative data on a different 
quality of life and created addition
al indexes li ke the Human Poverty 
Index and the Gender Development 
Index. The HDI came up with a mea
sure that ra nked each nation, though 
it was sti ll aggregate data for the 
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whole country and not broken down 

by different sectors of society. Muh

bub ul Haq, one of the founders of the 

HDI, expressed the limits of any such 

economic statistics in conveying the 

realities of poverty facing so many. 

" Beware of statistics," he said . " If 

half your body is in an oven and half 

your body is in a freezer, then on aver

age you are comfortable when in fact 

every part of you is hurting!" (From 

an oral presentation at a United Na

tions briefing on the 1994 United Na

tions Human Development Report.) 

While the Human Development Re

ports convey a better quantitative 

portrait of development and poverty 

in each nation, they fail to address the 

impact of global economic policies on 

poor communities . 

Removi g the Log in Our 
Own Eye in Addressing 
Global Poverty 
Why do you see the speck in your neigh
bor's eye, but do not notice 
the log in your own eye? 

-Matthew 7:3 

In the fall of 1990, the same year that 

UNDP launched its Human Develop

ment Report, several key events oc

curred that embodied contradictory 

approaches to ending global pover

ty. The UN held a World Summit for 

Children in New York that was, at the 

time. the largest gathering of heads 

of state, and this quickly led to the 

adoption of the International Con

vention on the Rights of the Child . To 

this day this convention is the most 

widely adopted human rights trea

ty in the world, with only the United 

States refusing to ratify it. It offers a 

framework for government commit

ments and actions that would end 

child poverty. 

During the summit and immedi

ately thereafter. then US Secretary 

of State James Baker met w ith many 

heads of state and traveled the globe 

to raise 70 billion dollars. Tragically, all 

of that money was used to wage war 

against Iraq and to restore Kuwait's 

monarchy. The United States raised 

not one cent for programs promoting 

the well-being of children . 

Many had hoped that. with the end 

of the Cold War in 1989, there would 

be a peace dividend that could redi

rect resources from military spend

ing into programs eradicating poverty. 

However, the United States, Russia. 

and other Cold War nations sought to 

sell more and more arms to authoritar

ian regimes with impoverished popu

lations. The Nigerian ambassador to 

the UN described the impact of the 

end of the Cold War on peoples of the 

global South with a Swahili proverb: 

"When two elephants fight, the grass 

gets trampled ." For decades the two 

elephants (superpowers) had been 

A poor fa m ily scavenge s fo r recycla b le items 

in a s m olde ring mun icipal garbage dum p, 

Chen nai, Ind ia. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

fighting, and the grass (global South) 

kept getting trampled . He then added 

that when two elephants make love, 

the grass also gets trampled. As gov

ernments and companies East and 

West sought to build new trade rela

tions over the next 20 years, communi

ties in the global South found their lives 

repeatedly ground down like the grass. 

Hunger, Food Security, 
and the Struggle for Food 
Sovereignty 
They shall build houses and inhabit 
them; they shall plant vineyards and 
eat their fruit. They shall not build and 
another inhabit; they shall not plant and 
another eat; for like the days of a tree 
shall the days of my people be, and my 
chosen shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands. 

-Isaiah 65:21-22 

More than 1 billion people do not get 

enough to eat each day. While the 

number of people affected by hun

ger gradually declined from 1970 to 

1996 from 880 million to 825 million, 

the number suffering from hunger has 

risen dramatically since then . From 

1996 to 2009, the number of people 

facing hunger grew by nearly 25 per

cent to 1,020 million. Almost all live in 

sub-Saharan Africa, India. and the rest 

of Asia . One in four of those who hun

ger are children . Half are small farmers, 

20 percent are rural landless, and 10 

percent are pastoralists and fishing and 

forest communities, while the remain

ing 20 percent are urban poor. (Ben 

Crow and Suresh K. Lodha, The Atlas 

of Global Inequalities. Berkeley, CA: 

University of California Press, 2011.) 

It is striking that 80 percent of 

those who hunger live and work in 

food-producing areas. Far too many 

people today plant crops, raise live

stock. and catch fish that someone 

else will eat. The problem is not a lack 
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hi of resources; there is enough arable 

lO land and enough food production to 
e, provide adequate nutrition for all peo

v- pie. The problem is a global economic 

Id system that denies so many people 

a- the fruits of their labors . 

lf "Give a person a fish and he or she 

!S eats for a day; teach a person to fish 

s. and he or she will eat for a lifetime." 

d 

For years churches have used this 
simple saying to shift our approach to

ward global hunger and poverty from 

charity to capacity building-helping 

people help themselves . Yet, to get at 

some of the root causes of impover

ishment, we need to take this saying 

further. Global trade policies today in 

effect insist that fishing lessons are 

available only if a community agrees 

to export all the fish it catches. Com

munities are pressured into convert

ing rice paddies into shrimp farms, 

again for export, which concentrates 

waste and increases risk of disease. 
Such fish farming often becomes in

operable after several years, and the 

land remains infertile for some time. 

When that happens, companies move 

on, but people suffer. Overfishing, 

pollution, and dying coral reefs have 

pushed fishing farther offshore, re

quiring expensive boats to continue. 

Climate Change Devastates 
Impoverished Communities 
Is it not enough for you to feed on the 
good pasture, but you must tread down 
with your feet the rest of your pasture? 
When you drink of clear water, must you 
foul the rest with your feet? And must 
my sheep eat what you have trodden 
with your feet, and drink what you have 
fouled with your feet? 

-Ezekiel 34:18-19 

The dynamics of climate change

rising ocean temperatures, desertifi

cation, increasing severity and num

ber of storms, glacial melting-affect 

us all, but not all equally. The heavi

est impact of climate change falls on 

some of the most impoverished na
tions, which, ironically, have among 

the lowest carbon emissions globally. 
For instance, more than 60 percent 

of Bangladesh's land is fewer than 5 
meters above sea level, and as much 

as two-thirds can be submerged dur

ing times .of flooding . Severe floods 
regularly damage crops and livestock, 

placing additional burdens on already 
impoverished communities . 

Small island states are by far the 

most vulnerable . Some like Tuva

lu and the Maldives may cease to 

exist in .a few years . With rising sea 

levels, Tuvalu 's groundwater has be

come increasingly salinized, reducing 

crop production and limiting access 

to fresh drinking water. The rising 

ocean temperatures have also led to 
the dying of the coral reefs that sur

round the island. As a result, fish that 

thrived amid the coral are moving far

ther offshore, and islanders are losing 

a critical source of food and income. 
Coral reefs play a major role in re

ducing storm surge impact on islands. 

As coral reefs die, they become brit

tle and lose their capacity to protect 
islands during storms, wh ich acceler

ates land loss. Without dramatic and 

swift actions to reduce carbon emis

sions by the United States and other 

major energy-consuming countries, 

the poor communities of small is

land states will soon become climate

change refugees . 
At the same time, nearly half of Af

rica faces the risk of growing desert

ification from chronic and repeated 

droughts combined with widespread 

deforestation. In sub-Saharan Africa, 

75 percent of agriculture is rain-fed . 

Thus, severe and extended drought 

threatens widespread food shortages, 

such as the current crisis in Somalia . 

Tragically, poor communities whose 

residents never used air-conditioning, 
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drove a sport utility vehicle, or flew in a 

plane face loss of land, livelihood, and 
their lives in part due to overconsump

tion of fossil fuels by others . Long 

ago, the prophet Ezekiel warned that 

consumptive and wasteful lifestyles 

have an impact on the earth and on 
our neighbors and are displeasing to 

Girls employed in a gravel quarry in northeast Ind ia. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

God. Efforts to create green congre

gations and reduce our carbon foot

print will help restore relations with 

creation , with our neighbors far away, 

and with God. 

David Wildman is executive secretary 
for Human Rights and Racial Justice, 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

This article by David Wildman is 
excerpted from Poverty, edited by Jack A. 
Keller, Jr. The rest of David Wildman' s 
article can be found in this book, along 
with other essays on poverty by a 
variety of authors. 
Mr. Wildman 's 
article is printed 
here with the 
permission of the 
Women's Division, 
United Methodist 
Women. Poverty 
(M3133-2012-
01) is available 
for $10 from the 
Mission Resource 

poverty 

Center, 1-800-305-9857, or 
www.missionresourcecenter.org. 



'' 
by Christie R. Ho11se 

I 
n my fam ily, we do not wonder 
any more. We know that food 
is- and will be-coming, with 

success from the fields, " reports 
Mr. Faustine Monga Wa llunga . He is 
president of the Shungu Community 
Hea lth Workers, volunteers trained for 
the outreach program of the Shungu 
Health Cl inic in Kamina, DR Congo. 
Monga's testimony was translated 
by John Nday, Ministry with the Poor 
project manager in Kamina . 

"Ministry w ith the Poor, through its 
agricultural program, has brought sta
bility for my family and for me, in my 
mission as a community volunteer, " 
Monga continues . "During the Sep
tember 2011 harvest, we had enough 

food at home-plus some 
to sell, which helped pay 
my four kids ' school fees. 
Because the project has 
given me social and spiritual 
stability, I'm also able to re
liably accomplish my work 
as a Shungu Community 
Health Worker volunteer." 

It has taken time for 
Monga and his colleagues 
to reach this point. UMCOR's 
Integrated Development 
Project-known as Ministry 
with the Poor in Kamina-is 
now in its third year of im

plementation . But UMCOR's relation
ship with the people of Kamina and 

Faustine Monga. president of 

the Shungu Community Health 

Workers in Kamina. DR Congo. 

PHOTO : JOHN N DAY/UMCOR- DRC 
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•oung woman harvest s crops as part of an 

Jral tra ining program on a m ilitary base 

n ina, DR Congo. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

the DR Congo extends further back. 

UMCOR 's Sustainable Agriculture & 

Development (UMCOR-SA&Dl pro

gram has been working in the coun

try since 2003, and the. UMCOR-DRC 

(N GO) fie ld office was established in 

2002. The United Methodist Church 

in the DR Congo has been active all 

along. During the 1997-2003 civil war, 

United Methodists-particularly in 
the North Katanga Conference, where 

Kamina is located- cared for many 

displaced Congolese, along with refu

gees from Burundi and Rwanda . 

Legacies ofWar 
Congo's civi l war brought changes 

to the country far beyond its name 

change from Zaire to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DR Congo) . 

The country suffered massive pop

ulation displacement and wide

spread economic col lapse . Violence 

supply is contaminated . Mosquitoes 

and other disease-bearing insects that 

breed in stagnant pools flourish be

cause the country 's water and sanita

tion systems have either broken down 

or never existed . Dr. Guy Kasanka, a 

Congolese United Methodist mission
ary who works in Kamina, says ma

laria is his patients ' most common 

disease-qeadly because malnourish
ment saps their ability to fight it. 

The Congolese government in

vests very little-by some esti

mates, only 1 percent-in agricul

ture . Although the soil is fertile, only 

3 percent is arable, and 77 percent 

is undeveloped forest land . Most of 
the cou.ntry's food is imported and 

unaffordable to the poor. The gov
ernment invests in the extraction of 

the Congo's rich minerals, yet half 

the mining operations are controlled 

by armed groups. The majority of 

against women 

esca la ted; rape 

was strategica lly 

used as a weap

on of war. Even 

today, almost a 

full decade after 

the. war's offi

cial end, the DR 

Congo has one of 
the world's high

est infant mor

tality rates. The 

Global Health 

Index of 201 1 

Children are fed at a nutrit ion ce nter in Kamina, DR Congo. 

PH OTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

estimates that 70 percent of the 

popu lation is chronica lly undernour
ished . The triple miseries of malnu

trition, disease, and poverty have 

woven a deadly web around the 

Congolese people. 
Food is desperately needed, but 

sick or weakened bodies cannot di

gest it. And people who recover

thanks to health practitioners and 

medicines, when available-get sick 

again because their home water 

Congolese receives no income or 

benefit from mining . 
The North Katanga Province is lo

cated in the southeastern corner of 
the DR Congo. Because of the dev

astating conflict. most of the people 

in this area have lost their land, crops, 

and animals. Food security is a major 

concern. According to UN ICEF, half 

a million children under age 5 die 

each year in the DR Congo, and 31 

percent of children under age 5 are 
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underweight. Health-care facilit ies 

are crumbling, and there are severe 

shortages of supplies, equipment. 

and medicines . 
Nyamah Dunbar, who once over

saw the Kamina project. now serves 
as UMCOR's Imagine No Malaria di

rector. She has visited a number of 

United Methodist health facilities in 
the DR Congo. " Our medical pro

fessionals are very hard-working and 
dedicated," she reports . " I have seen 

doctors perform surgery by candle

light when there is no electr ici ty and 

few supplies and drugs. They have 

great faith . They know it's up to God 
whether a patient lives or dies. They 

have nothing else to rely on-just 

their own skill and God." 

An Integrated Model 
Despite many sobering statistics, 

North Katanga also has its strengths . 
It has a growing Un ited Methodist 

population , a strong bishop in Nkulu 

Ntanda Ntambo, and a strong health 

board chaired by Dr. Kasanka. Many 

of the medical needs t here are met 

by United Methodist med ical faci li

ties and personnel. The conference 
administers Kabongo Hospital , north 

of Kamina, and a clinic in Nyembo 

Umpungu. In Kamina , the church 

operates Shungu Health Clini c, the 
Lapandilo Nursing School , and the 

ISTM Medical School. Since 1982, 

the Swiss UMC and, more recent

ly, US United Methodist Women 

have supported a nutrition center 

for children . 
Bishop Ntambo is a strong sup

porter of development efforts in his 

country. In 2000, he sent two repre

sentatives to the Community-based 

Comprehensive Health Care training 

in Jamkhed, India. They returned and 

trained community health workers in 

North Katanga . Kamina now has 30 

such volunteer health workers work

ing out of the Shungu Health Clinic. 
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three life-giving areas : agri

cu ltu re and nutrition; clean 

water and sanitation ; and 

health. 

United Methodist Bishop Nkulu Ntambo (front) Leads the closing prayer 

1fter an assembly in observance of World Malaria Day in Kamina, DR Congo. 

Improving 
Community Health 
Shannon Trilli was assigned 

to direct UMCOR's work 

with Imagine No Malaria 

(INM) for two years and cur

rently serves as the direc

tor for UMCOR Hea lth . She 

explained how an integrat-
Back row from Left to right: South African singer Yvonne Chaka Chaka and 

Bishops Thomas Bickerton and James Dorff PHOTO: MIKE DUBOSE/UMNS. 

The c hurch 's task in the DR 

Congo-working with UMCOR, non

profit agencies, and US conference 

and congregation partners-is to beat 

the triple miseries of malnutrition, dis

ease, and poverty. The Ministry with 

the Poor initiative began with an in-

ed model works. "We can't 

address poverty by hitting just one 

issue, like health or food, " she says, 

"because poverty is interconnected 

with so many other things . The more 

you can hit at one time, the more of 

a knockout punch you can deliver." 

She described Imagine No Malar-

perspective can provide leverage to 

meet other needs. 

"We started with the 30 commu

nity health workers in Kamina," Trilli 

explained. "Part of the Imagine No 

Malaria campaign was to train them 

in treatment and prevention meth

ods for malaria .... [which] cannot be 

controlled just by distributing nets ... . 

UMCOR Health adds training in AIDS

prevention, maternal and child surviv

al , midwifery, and nutrition ." 

The volunteer workers used what 

they learned to make a real differ

ence in the health of the community. 

Nyamah Dunbar reports that Imagine 

No Malaria accomplished a 77,000 

universal net distribution in Kamina 

in February 2012. Coordinated by 

UMCOR-DRC, volunteers went door

to-door, distributing three nets to each 

family. INM funds also address stand-

tegrated focus on improvements in ia as an example of how a shift in ing water, where mosquitos breed . 

Hunger in the DR Congo 

T
he statistics from the 2011 Global Health Index on 

the DR Congo reveal that 70 percent of the coun

try's population is chronically undernourished. New 

World Outlook asked the United Methodist missionary 

doctor in Kamina, Dr. Guy Kasanka, what that means for 

the people in his communities and churches. 

Dr. Kasanka verified that men. women, and children in 

Kamina are hungry every day. Families with full-time work

ing adults in his church and other United Methodist con

gregations are malnourished. He mentioned particularly 

the security guard who works at the Twendelele UMC 

school in Kamina . All the adults and all the children in this 

guard 's family rarely get enough food on any given day. 

He said the French word delestage--normally used 

to describe rationing during electrical or fuel shortages

was also used to describe food insecurity during the civil 

war, especially for those displaced or on the run from vi

olence . Rationing is a coping mechanism when food is 

scarce. Some eat on certain days of the week, and oth

ers eat on other days. Dr. Kasanka thought the adults in 

Kamina would remember this term and would use it to 

describe the situation today. 

Kamina 

Dr. Guy Kasanka and his wife, Suzy Mwema. 

PHOTO: JUDITH SANTIAGO/UMCOR 

The congregations in Kamina regularly take a "basket 

offering" for the poor, passing the basket through the 

congregation to help families in need. In addition, church 

members who have the means or a good garden yield will 

distribute food in their neighborhoods. Dr. Kasanka con

firmed that food distributions benefit the whole neighbor

hood and are not just for church members. 

Support ministries that alleviate hunger with a gift to Worlij 
Hunger Poverty, Advance#982920. 
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vork at the Mary Morris Orphanage, run by The 

Jnited Methodist Church in Kamina, DR Congo. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

Bishop Ntambo and the North Katan

ga UMC initiated clean-up of the Kam

ina drainage ditches to relieve stand

ing and pooling water conditions. 

Local Agriculture 
and Hunger 
June Kim, who directs UMCOR's 

World Hunger/Poverty and UMCOR

SA&D programs, also serves as the 

UMCOR staff coordinator for the Kam

ina initiative. In general, crops grown 

in the DR Congo include maize, sesa

me, peanuts, sweet potato, cowpea, 

and cassava. "Cassava is a staple food 

that curbs hunger, but it lacks essential 

nutrients," Kim said . So, the UMCOR

SA&D program stepped in with World 

Hunger/Poverty funding for the Minis

try with the Poor project, bringing its 

Farmer Field Service and train-the

trainer philosophy. The 30 communi

ty health workers received UMCOR

SA&D instruction in better, more 

sustainable and economically afford

able agricultural techniques. Moringa 

and soybean were introduced for cul

tivation to address nutrition. 

John Nday, the Kamina project 

manager, says : "The rate of child 

mortality has been significantly re

duced in most communit ies where 
Moringa and soybean have been pro

moted. Before the UMCOR-SA&D 

intervention. people of the Fukuy, 

Lweji, and Kyavye neighborhoods 

told us 80 percent of the deaths in 

their comr:nunities were deaths of 
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to make sauces and juices, and grain 

can be made into flour or meal. 

UMCOR-SA&D has also conduct

ed training with other groups in Kam
ina . Agricultural training and the intro

duction of traction animals on a nearby 

military base enabled military families 

to increase their farm yields enough 

to feed themselves and to sell. This 
has resulted in a marked decrease in 

children. Such deaths are most likely the soldiers ' attempts to coerce food 

from anemia, and, according to our 
community health workers, caused 

by malnutrition ." 

Mr. Monga confirms Nday's obser

vations. During recent family visits, 

he saw five children with kwashiorkor 

(severe ·protein malnutrition in chil

dren) . He spent more time with these 

families, explaining how to treat mal

nutrition using soybeans and Moringa 

as food . Moringa trees grow quickly 

and can be planted in backyards . " Be

fore, I was not able to do anything 
with cases of kwashiorkor," Monga 

admits. "There are big changes in my 
work since I joined this project." 

UMCOR-DRC, with funding from 

USDA, implemented a food security 

program in Kamina in 2004. The pro

gram provided seeds, tools, and train

ing for program beneficiaries. One 

goal of the program was to help the 

residents turn agriculture produce into 

marketable products . UMCOR pro

cured five VitaGoat machines that pro

cess soybeans into soymilk, tofu, and 

other products. The VitaGoat system 

can also process fruits and vegetables 

from Kamina's residents. improving 

the area's safety and security. 

Water and Sanitation 
According to UNICEF, 71 percent of 

the population in the DR Congo has 

no access to adequate sanitation facili
ties, and over half lack access to safe 

drinking water. Water 

resources in the North 

Katanga region have not 
been harnessed into po

table water for house

hold use. There are few 

boreholes. 
Safe, clean water can 

be achieved in many 

ways . The community 

health workers are trying 

different methods to dis-
cover what works best. 

They are testing the 

development of locally 

manufactured bio-sand 

water filters that can be 

A resident of Kamina, DR 

Congo, pauses for a moment 

while cleaning an irrigation 

canal. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

marketed to the local population. Vol

unteers are currently conducting com

munity training on the importance of 

safe drinking water. Cisterns or bore

hole wells may also be completed, as 
funding permits. The UMCOR-DRC 

has constructed six wells in the past 
two years and plans two more in 2012. 

Proper sanitation facilities are part 

of water-resource management. La

trines have been built in some public 

places, such as at Kamina Methodist 

Through the agricultural training program sponsored by 

UMCOR, soldiers Learn how to use animals for plowing their 

fields Located on the military base near Kamina , DR Congo. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 
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University, Shungu Health Clinic. and 
local schools . 

A Journey Over Time 
June Kim often reminds United Meth
odists that long-term susta inable de
velopment is a slow process. " It is an 
accompaniment process." she says. 
" It can take 10 years or more, if we 
want to make a lasting difference, 
minimize dependency, and maximize 
existing potential." Susta inable devel
opment blossoms over t ime. It is built 
on a relationship based on mutual re
spect and understanding . "We look at 
poverty through a different lens when 
using an asset-based development 
approach," Kim explained. 

Even in a community devastated 
by conflict. such as Kamina, a devel
opment approach that includes edu
cation. a shift away from ineffective 
traditional practices, and practical , 
tangible benefits can work by using 

resources the community can susta in 
on its ow n. Ultimately, it is the intan
gible assets, such as personal growth 
and increased knowledge, that make 
the most difference. "We've seen 
th is work in Liberia," Kim adds, "even 
in times of war. Materials. buildings, 
tools-all can disappear in violent 
confl ict. But knowledge-no one can 
take that from us. With whatever lit
tle resources we have, we can plant 
aga in and accentuate the yields ." 

An integrated approach doesn 't 
necessarily mean that all aspects of 
development happen at once. Tech
nological advances sometimes have 
to wait for community advocacy and 
lite racy to catch up. " Development is 
a learning process. " Kim sa id. "The 
sustainable and better processes are 
not always immediately accepted by 
the culture-but the church doesn 't 
walk away. Every context is different. 
and we keep learning." 

Community health workers 
strengthen their capacity to address 
the health needs of their community 
by gaining new skills in agriculture, pri
mary health care, and safe water and 
sanitation practices . This prepares 
them to serve as change agents with
in their community, leading by exam
ple . "There is still much to do in Kam
ina, and UMCOR and our partners will 
be there," said Kim, "working with 
the people and the church in Kamina 
beyond this three-year project. Even
tually, the communities themselves 
will be better equipped to chart their 
own future ." 

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook magazine. 

The Kamina Ministry with the Poor 
project can be supported with gifts to 
Integrated Community Development, 
Advance #3021301. 
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An Inconvenient Ministry 
w by Linda Unger, staff editor and senior writer for UMCOR. 
z 
::::> .., 
~ While traveling to UMCOR/Global Ministries' Ministry with the Poor pro-

:lE gram site in the Philippines, I learned the meaning of the word remote. 
~ In truth, the indigenous Dumagat people that the program serves are not 

~ likely to show up on your television screen . They are too well hidden in the 
~ 8 lush vegetation on the mountains of Luzon, the Philippines ' northernmost 

32 island. Actually, their one-room, wood-plank homes are only about 24 kilo-
~ 

~ meters from a paved highway. But it would be more than generous to call 

S: the boulder-strewn, river-crossed path between them and the highway-
~ a path that turns into unnavigable mud six months of the year-a "road ." 

Over time, the Dumagats, whose name means "people of the sea," 

have been pushed farther and farther up that mountain pathway on what 
has been officially deemed part of their ancestral lands . The lack of gov

ernment attention to infrastructure and the low literacy rates among the 

Dumagats make them easy prey for unscrupulous land grabbers and mining 
companies. They literally bring home pennies for their heavy labor in gold 

and iron-ore mines or for their work in shouldering heavy loads up and down 

the wet and rocky mountain paths. 
For more than a year, the Ministry with the Poor program has been work

ing with the Dumagat people to confront their isolation. The program is 

creating sustainable communal and backyard farms, providing classes in 

alternative learning, and establishing pure water sources and sanitation 

to make healthy liv

ing possible. This 

process advances 

one cautious step 

at a time. 

To ny Bueza, Ministry with the 

Poor prog ram ma nager, discusses 

a strategy with Dumagat farm ers 

to get their produ ce t o market 

economically and without re lying 

on unscrupulous m iddleme n. 

PHOTO: LINDA UNGER/UMCOR 
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Circles of Hope 
Adapted from www.circlesojhopeanson.org and from a Global Ministries' 
a.rti.cle, "Western North Carolina Counti.es Are Sites for Pilot Poverty Ministry" 
by Elliott Wright. 

Three counties in western North Carolina are focal points of a United Meth
odist pilot ministry to eliminate poverty, called Ministry with the Poor. Anson 

County in the south and the adjoining counties of Wilkes and Yadkin in the 

north are sites of an initiative aimed at bringing 75 families that have been 

poor for at least two generations out of poverty over 

a two-year period. 
Circles of Hope/Anson County, based at First 

United Methodist Church in Wadesboro, North Car

olina, is part of a United Methodist Church priori

ty: Ministry with the Poor. Some 21 percent of the 

county's residents live below the poverty line, com

pared with 14 percent statewide . 
The Anson County Circles of Hope program 

began in April 2009, with a county-wide workshop 

for people concerned about the problem of poverty 

in the county. Circles of Hope offers the opportunity 

for each family in poverty to develop its own person

al life plan, while being part of a supportive circle . 

Families entering the program are committed to 20 

weeks of classes and a further 18 months working 

Mary Randall Zigbuo 

is a missionary serving 

with Circles of Hope/ 

Anson C0unty. 

PHOTO: GBGM 

with their allies to implement their own plans for rising out of poverty. 

Each Circle of Hope is made up of a low-i ncome family and two or more 
allies recruited by the program from the middle class. The group meets 

once or twice a month to work toward the family 's plan to move out of pov

erty. Weekly meetings bring the families and allies together with commu

nity volunteers to share a meal, engage in discussions about poverty, and 

develop community-driven plans to overcome it. 



Missionary Mary Zigbuo Remembers Generosity 
by Mary Zigbuo, a United Methodist missionary, formerly serving 
or more than 20 years in Liberia and currently c;erving with 
ircles of Hope/ Anson County in the Western N01 th Carolina 

Annual Conference. 

In 2004, I remember looking out the window at Ganta United 
Methodist Hospital in rural northeastern Liberia, where we 
were serving as Global Ministries ' missionaries. My husbana, 
Herbert, and I spotted an elderly woman walking toward our 
office from a distance. 

It was the year after the town of Ganta had been devastat
ed by civil unrest. and people were slowly returning to rebuild 
their lives . The elderly lady was closer to the office now, tak
ing slow, intentional steps. She looked really poor. Her cloth
ing was clean, but ragged. She wore slippers . Like so many 
who were returning after months of hiding in the "bush" from 
hostile rebel forces, she appeared thin and malnourished. 

As she sat down to rest on the bench near the office door, 
Herbert and I surmised: "Surely, she is one of the town's resi
dents seeking food. building supplies, or other assistance from 
the hospital." Yet, with the hospital's funds and resources al
most depleted, there was nothing to offer this woman in need. 

" My name is Yei Gborr," she said in the loca l Mano lan
guage as she finally came in . "I thank you people for com
ing to work with us ." She reached into her ragged clothing 
and pulled out a wad of 1,000 Liberian dollars (equivalent to 

The gene rosity of 82-year-old Yei Gborr (le ft) was praised by Liberian head of state, President Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf (right). PHOTO: COURTESY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LIBERIA 

US $20.00)-an amount hard to come by in those desperate days. As Ma 
Gborr placed the money on our desk. she told us that she was led by the 
Holy Spirit to give all she had to help the hospital carry on . 
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This 82-year-old lady earned a living by selling sweet potato leaves (po
tato greens) in the local market. Sure ly, the Lord sent her our way that day! 
In the midst of chaos and hopelessness, her giving spirit inspired us all. 
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• • m1ss1on memo 
Conferences Affected by Tornadoes 
The Rev. Tom Hazelwood, US disaster response execu

tive for UMCOR, has been in contact with conference 

personnel from several of the areas affected by tornadoes 

in March to let them know that UMCOR stands r~ady to 

assist. Twelve states, including Indiana, Kentucky, and 

Tennessee, reported severe storm damage and flooding . 

Your support for US Disaster Response, UMCOR Ad
vance #901670, Tornadoes 2012, helps United Method

ist churches and volunteers respond to unmet needs . You 

can also help by providing cleaning buckets, a valuable 

resource for those whose homes have been thrown into 

disorder by storms or flooding . For instructions on how 

to send clean ing buckets, visit http://www.umcor.org/ 
UMCOR/Relief-Supplies. 

Ugandan Evacuees Return Home 
Since 1987, a guerrilla group known as the Lord 's Resis

tance Army (LRA) has been waging war with the govern

ment of Uganda, resulting in more than 200,000 deaths 

and 1.6 million internal displacements. The situation set

tled down in 2007, when the Ugandan military broke up 

the guerrilla group and members fled to neighboring coun

tries. Today, thousands of Ugandans struggle to reintegrate 

into their former communities . ACT Alliance members have 

been working to support the returnees in Uganda. 

Board Screens Out Private-Prison Stocks 
The Board of Pension and Hea lth Benefits of The United 

Methodist Church announced on January 3, 2012, its de

cision to prohibit investments in companies that derive 

more than 10 percent of their revenue from the manage

ment and operation of prison facilities . "Profiting from 

the incarceration of others was just not consistent with 

our view of what the denomination 's Social Principles ask 

for," said David Zellner, the board 's chief investment of

ficer. The board's decision comes after the United Meth

odist lnteragency Task Force on Immigration first raised 

concerns about private, for-profit prisons, which govern

ments around the globe increasingly use to detain undoc

umented immigrants . 

Mission Studies 
Each year, United Methodist Women members prepare 

for faithful living and action by participating in mission 
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studies at their annual conference Schools of Christian 

Mission . Three mission studies are offered each year. 

M ission studies for 2012 : 

Spiritual Growth Study: Immigration and the Bible 

Geographic Study: Haiti: Challenges and Hope 
Topical Issue Study: Poverty 

Ubuntu Explorers Travel to the Philippines 
Jeanie Blankenbaker, retired assistant general secretary 

for Global Ministries' Mission Volunteers, wi ll be leading 

an Ubuntu Explorer group to the Phil ippines in Septem

ber. United Methodist Women will have the opportunity 

to share stories of mission work and leadership experi

ences, visit programs and project sites, learn from one 

another's culture and ways of worshiping through fellow

ship, and build networks and partnerships for mission and 

ministries. Ubuntu, a concept from the continent of Af

rica, means " I am because 3 are . 

To apply and downlow:J lhe application for an Ubuntu 

explorer journey to the Philippines, September 2-14, 2012, 

visit http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/events/ 
item/index.cfm ?id= 793 . 

DEATHS-Helen Eisenberg, retired m1ss1onary with 

almost 6 years of service in Zimbabwe, died August 29, 

2011 ... Fernando B. Santillana, retired missionary with 

12 years of service in Brazil, El Salvador, Mexico, Peru, and 

the United States, died October 1, 2011 .. . Arra Bunce, 
retired missionary with 23 years of service in India, died 

December 4, 2011 ... George B. Thomas, retired mission

ary with 5 years of service in the DR Congo, died January 

11, 2012 ... Robert J. Decker, retired missionary with 6 

years of service in the DR Congo, died January 20, 2012 ... 

H. Drewer Johns, retired missionary with 34 years 

of service in India , died February 8, 2012 ... Jesse W. 
Clements, retired missionary with almost 17 years of 

service in Hong Kong and India, died February 16, 2012 ... 

Delpha B. Findley, retired missionary with almost 

8 years of service in Chile, died February 26, 2012 ... 

Frederick T. Ingold, retired missionary with 25 years of 

service in Indonesia, died February 29, 2012 ... Harold 
Amstutz, retired missionary with almost 12 years of ser

vice in the DR Congo, died March 1, 2012 ... Calvin H. 
Reber, Jr., retired missionary with 9 years of service in 

China, died March 10, 2012 . 
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HAS SOMETHING BROUGHT YOU TO YOUR KNEES? 

ARE YOUR BURDENS SO HEAVY THEY'RE BREAKING YOU? 

Visit http://www. um corn .org/brokentopeace 
for more information. 

Check out other Ecufilm resources at www.umcom.org/multimediaresources 

United Methodis t 
1 hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 1. ommun1cat1on 

! people of The United Methodist Church" 



When Survivor, age 2. arrived at the Hope for the Nations orphan
age in Liberia, he was barely alive. suffering from severe malnutri
tion. Just two months later. aher consuming a Moringa-rich diet. 
Survivor was scrambling around with the other toddlers 

Malnutrition that 1s not addressed by a child's second birthday 
can cause permanent cogn1t1ve and physical delays It can make the 
body more susceptible to common illnesses and ultimately, lead to 
death. It has even been shown to lower a person's earning potential 
as an adult 

<lmrc~oR 
United Methodist Commrttet On Relief 

The United Methodist Committee of Relief (U MCOR) 1s 1mpr 
ing household nutrition and the health of rural populations in A 
through its Sustainable Agriculture and Development (UM 
SA&D) program The nutrient-rich leaves of the Moringa 
provide an affordable solution to malnutrition UMCOR t 
families in vulnerable communities to grow. process. and i 
rate Moringa into their dally diets, a life-giving alternative 
other nutnt1ou foods are absent 

Give to UMCOR's inable Agriculture and 
ment Program, UMCOR Advance #9821a. 


