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The Rev. Juan Guerrero, a native of Colombia, 

is a United Methodist missionary serving as 

superintendent of the church 's mission in 

Honduras. Here he visits with a family in the 

town of Danli , Honduras. 

New Series Vol. LXXll , No.4 ; Whole Series Vol. Cll , No.I 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH/APRIL 20!i 



ies Vott 
~CH/ 

Ne World Outlook MARCH/APRIL 2012 3 

UNITED METHODIST MISSIONARIES 

6 MISSIONARIES FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
by Thomas Kemper 

10 "SO ABRAM WENT ... " 
by David Markay 

13 TRANSFORMATION: AN INSIDE-OUT EXPERIENCE 
by Kennedy Cruz 

16 A HEART FOR THE YOUTH 
by Connie DiLeo 

20 A CALLING THAT PERSISTS 
by Judy Chung 

24 GLOBAL UNITED ~ETHODIST MISSIONARIES 
New World Outlook Special Feature 

26 MISSIONARY SUPPORT THROUGH THE ADVANCE: THE COVENANT 
RELATIONSHIP COMES FULL CIRCLE 
by Rachael Barnett 

30 WORKING TO BRING HANDS TOGETHER 
by Gabriel Ramos-Rocchio and Nile Sprague 

34 FACING CHALLENGES YOUNG ADULT MISSIONARIES EMPHASIZE 
JUSTICE AND KINDNESS 

by Mary Beth Caudal 

38 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS: US-2 AND Ml SION INTERN 
PROGRAMS MARK MILESTONES 

by Christie R. House 

40 THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN TANZANIA: AN AFRICAN MISSION 
FOR AN AFRICAN CHURCH 
story and photos by Gail \!. Coulson 

DEPARTME·NTS 

4 ANOTHER PATH IN HISTORY 
by Christie R. House 

5 LETTERS FROM MISSIONARIES 

23 MISSION MEMO 
43 BULLETIN INSERTS ON MISSION 

Bulletin inserts can be clipped out of the magazine, copied hack-to-back, 
fo lded, and slipped into the Sunda)' bulletin at church. 

LEFT: The Rev. Connie Dileo, a United Methodist m issio nary servi ng in t he Dominican Republic, 

wo rks in the southwest of the country developing new min istries am o ng Hait ian immigrant 

and Dominican youth. Here she talks with a Hait ian- Domin ican girl carry ing her sibling 

in the Bombita village, near Barahona. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

t~Global Ministries ~'®\he United Methodist Church 

· . ,, • · . .. , . •• · ,: , •. , r .. · · • 1.1 , • ·r ~ . • ,. ..- . ... .. \t1. r ~ ... r- • • •\..t ' .' .. · ., ... , , .. , :-;:_;:,: ~ 1 . r ~ ... -~, ~ , , ,. ,. ... ; • . . : . •. - , , .. ' '• ""•", 



4 

ANOTHER PATH IN HISTORY 

honestly don't think it is possible to define the "typical" United Methodist 
missionary anymore. And even though, on p. 20, the Rev. Judy Chung 

makes the case for God's calling ordinary people to serve in mission every 
day-the people God calls are women and men from all walks of life, every 
nationality, many different races, and from a variety of educational and profes
sional backgrounds . They are from many different ethnic groups and speak a 
variety of languages. Taken together, the United Methodist missionary com
munity is an unusual group of people working on behalf of United Methodists 
everywhere to spread the love of God, make disciples for Christ, advocate for 
justice, and offer assistance to those in need. 

On the other hand, I'm not sure Methodist missionaries ever did fit in neat 
and tidy "typical" boxes. One of the first Methodists to arrive in the American 
colonies in 1760 was Philip Embury, a Methodist local preacher. He came with 
his wife Margaret, brothers David and Peter, brother-in-law Peter Switzer, and 
friends, Paul and Barbara Heck. None of them was British. They were from 
German families that had immigrated to Limerick, Ireland. When Philip Embury 
arrived in the colonies, finding no Methodist societies, he and his family simply 
joined the Lutheran Church instead. Eventually, with a strong admonition from 
Barbara Heck, he was reminded that he was indeed a Methodist preacher and 
he awoke from his inertia. Eventually, they founded what later became known 
as the John Street Church in New York. Likewise, Robert Strawbridge, who 
founded Methodism in Maryland about the same time, wasn't English either. 
He was Irish . So, although some of the preachers (arguably, Methodism's first 
missionaries) sent by John Wesley to establish Methodism in the colonies 
were English, like himself, a good number of them were not. Methodism had 
an international component from its beginning. 

Although what Thomas Kemper writes in his article is true, that in 1910, 
most Americans and Europeans envisioned only white men of European de
scent when they thought of missionaries, most Methodist missionaries knew 
this picture was faulty. Even as the Edinburgh conference was meeting in 
Scotland in 1910, the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was training and sending out deaconesses all around the 
world-and there were women of color among them, even then. In 1906, the 
WFMS sent two African American deaconesses, one a teacher, Susan Collins, 
and one a nurse, Martha Drummer, to the people of Angola on the Ouessua 
mission station . Drummer, the daughter of a Methodist local preacher from 
Georgia, served 20 years at the station until ill heath forced her retirement. The 
deaconesses were beloved both by the people in Angola and by their mission 
supporters in Boston . 

It is good to remember that it has taken nearly 200 years for The United 
Methodist Church to develop a multinational, multicultural, and multiracial mis
sionary community. But is also important to recognize that God was planting 
the seeds for this developing community all along . So whatever the majority 
may think or assume as true, there have always been those who have walked 
on different paths, convinced that God had something else in mind . 

Christie R. House 

Chingeltei UMC Ministries 
in Mongolia 

For the past year, our church 

and ministries have gone 

through constant changes inside 

and out. However, God has been 

faithful in love and grace with our 

ministries in Mongolia . It has been 

20 years since the gospel was 

first shared with the Mongolians 

by United Methodists . Today, we 

can see the fruits of God's work 

in the church . Mongolian Chris

tians are now working right next 

to the missionaries . Praise God! 

God has susta ined Chingeltei 

UMC through very difficult eco

nomic circumstances. The church 

has many young men and women 

who are volunteers in ministry. 

We started worship at a for

mer Chingeltei Church mem

ber's house in early December 

because the member could not 

attend Chingeltei after moving to 

Zurkh 01 village . The church now 

sends two leaders every week to 

conduct worsh ip for about eight 

to ten people who gather at the 

member's house . We are hoping 

and praying to start a new church 

in the vicinity this spring . There 

is no church in th is mountainous 

area . The church will be named 
" Zurkh 01 UMC " after the village. 

Damba UMC, in another village, 

was started this w ay. 

Sun Lae Kim 
M issionary in Mongolia 
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his was the name of the 2011 
Lenten campaign by the children 

1e at Annandale UMC in Virginia to raise 
Jt funds to purchase milking goats for 
ir Carolyn Belshe Orphanage in Cam
u1 bine, Mozambique. When we heard 
ir about a VIM team from Virginia com
is ing to Cambine, we asked them for a 

15 special gift for the orphans : mil k. The 
1e children of Annandale UMC raised 

} 

$1 ,200-enough to purchase three 
milking goats from South Africa . 

In Mozambique, goats are used 
for milk production . The main benefi
ciaries of this gift are the chi ldren at 
Carolyn Belshe Orphanage, but later 
we hope to share with the local com-
munity. The local race of goats will be 
bred w ith our milking goats and local 
people wil l eventually have milking 
goats too. The barn has been com
pleted and soon, after all the import 
papers are ready, the milking goats 
w ill be brought to Cambine . 

Dieudonne Karihano 
Missionary in 

Cambine, Mozambique 

"It Was Biblical" 

am a Mission Intern placed with 
a nongovernmental organization 

in Nicaragua called Acci6n Medica 

Christana (Medical Christian Action) 
or AMC. AMC is involved in a wide 
range of work in the different areas 

of community health . My job title is 
Volunteer Team Facilitator. 
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On my first medical mission trip, we held medical cli nics in f ive different 
communities in the department of Boaco. This was an opportunity to see 
how an experienced medical mission team holds and organizes clinics . 
During the week of clinics , I learned more about medical mission teams 
by participating in several different areas of work: recording patients ' prob
lems, doing medical translation, and working in the pharmacy. 

This week the medical mission team demonstrated how easily common 
complications, such as diarrhea, can turn life-threatening when simple but 
necessary attention is not available. It was an eye-opening experience. 
When a man came to the cl inic and informed the doctors he could not 
hear, I watched a nurse clean a lump of dark brown wax out of his ear that 
was literally the size of a quarter. The man could then hear, and, if I may 
paraphrase the nurse doing the cleaning, " It was biblical. " 

New Possibilities 

Alex Devoid 
Mission Intern in Nicaragua 

W e estimate that 80 percent of the cl ients who come to Justice For 
Our Neighbors would qualify under current US immigration law for 

a " green card" or Permanent Resident Visa . Yet, without the help of an 
immigration attorney, they simply don 't know what they qualify for or how 
to navigate the complicated maze of the immigration process . Helping 
people with something as practical as understanding their rights and ap
plying to update their doc~ments gives them the chance to find better jobs 
or get an education . It means people can build a new life for themselves 

and their famil ies . 
Louis mere Zephyr tells her story: "I came from Haiti when I was 15. 

I have been in the US for more than 20 years and have children who are 
US citizens. During my final court case in front of an immigration judge, I 
was nervous. How could I care for my children if I was forced to go back 

to Haiti? 
" My ch ildren and a cousin were all there . The lawyer w as doing a lot 

and knew a lot about Haiti. When the judge ruled I could stay, we all cried. 
We celebrated . Now my dream is to go back to school to get my LPN and 
work as a nurse in a hospital. I am blessed w ith new possibil ities and I 

know my family will all get to be together." 
The Rev. Marilyn Beecher 

Church and Community Worker 
Church and Community Connection (CCC) of the Florida Annual 

Conference working with the JFON Lakeland office. 
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FOR THE 

CENTURY 

M I SS I 0 NA RY S E RV I C E I N TH E 2 I ST C E NT U RY model f 
follows the New Testament 's mission mandate to move out

ward from Judea into all parts of the world . Strongly influ

enced by the 19th century Protestant mission initiative that originated in Europe 

and North America, missionary service-especially in the Methodist tradition

combined spiritual piety with social ministry. In the 191
h century, parts of Africa, 

Asia, and Latin America were considered to be su itable areas for mission . How

ever, m ission theology and practice today-and, I suspect, in the future-are 

being shaped primarily by a global, ecumenical impulse that respects cultural 
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diversity, promotes mission partnerships, and understands that mission and mis- cussin~ 
sionaries must come from everywhere and be sent everywhere . This is certainly ogy an 

true of United Methodist mission. of grec 

The biblical imperative is a constant factor, affirming that "mission is not creat- church 

ed by the church; rather it is given to the church by God's saving action in and on 

behalf of the world ." (Grace Upon Grace: The Mission Statement of The United 
Methodist Church. Graded Press, 1990, p. 5.) Arriving at the affirmation of mis

sion from everywhere to everywhere required a shift away from the missionary 
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model followed in the first half of the 20th century, but it was not an abandon
ment of mission's biblical roots . As Dana Robert has stated, speaking of the 
missionary work of Saint Paul : "the cross-cultural spread of the message, in
cluding translating it into terms that made sense to a Gentile audience ... creat
ed a religion able to trar:iscend cultural differences." (Dana L. Robert, Christian 

Mission: How Christianity Became a World Religion, Wiley-Blackwell , 2009, p. 
14.) Much of that translating was and still is done by a special group of profes
sional Christian workers: missionaries. 

This article briefly sketches the history of the missionary model shift, dis
cussing how it affects our Un ited Methodist understanding of mission theol
ogy and service as we move deeper into a new century. These are matters 
of great significance to the spiritual and organizational welfare of our whole 

l· church; for Methodism is essentially a mission movement. teaching the world 
in about God's grace and love in Jesus Christ. A new poster from the British 
id Methodist Church aptly calls Methodism "a discipleship movement shaped for 
3- mission in a global relationship." 
y Our current United Methodist global missionary community, I am happy 

to report, incorporates and transcends cultural differences. Of our more than 
200 missionaries in international service, slightly more than 40 percent come 
from outside the United States . Our biggest challenge today is the need for 
even more missionaries to serve in cross-cultural partnerships extending from 
everywhere to everywhere. 

"Give Us Friends'' 
The more than 1,200 delegates to the 1910 World Missionary Conference 
held in Edinburgh, Scotland, were white people from Europe and North Amer
ica. They assumed that missionaries would be like them. Only a handful of 
conference participants were from the parts of the world where Protestant 
missionaries were preaching, teaching, starting churches, and organizing 
needed services. 

The masculine language that dominated Edinburgh 1910 might suggest that 
virtually all missionaries were men, which was not the case . From the outset, 
women played major roles in the 19th century missionary movement-not 
only as supporters or spouses but as missionaries themselves . The Woman 's 
Foreign Missionary Society (WFMS) of the Methodist Episcopal Church, orga
nized in 1869, dispatched both Isabella Thoburn, an educator, and Clara Swain, 
a medical doctor, that same year. Although women were not represented in 
proportion to their mission importance, more than 200 women were delegates 
at the Edinburgh conference. 

Edinburgh 1910 predicted that missionaries from the "Christian nations " 
of Western Europe, along with the United States, could evangelize the "non
Christian" lands in a single generation. Little attention was given to the gospel 
potential of "younger," mission-founded Christian churches-though a lone 
participant from India made a dramatic appeal acknowledging their credibility 

LEFT: Alexandra Castro, a United Methodist missionary from Colombia who serves 

as the treasurer of the United Methodist Mission in Honduras, d iscusses finances 

with pastors from two congregations . PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

ABOVE, RIGHT: Cover of the July 14, 1910, Christian Advocate, which fo cused on 

the World Missionary Conference at Edinburgh. PHOTO: UNITED METHODIST 

GENERAL BOARD OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 
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and mission potential. V S. Azariah
soon to be elected an Ang lican bish
op in India-spoke on "The Problem 
of Cooperation between Foreign and 
Native Workers." He acknowledged 
the great deal of energy and resourc
es that Western mission agencies put 
into missionary sending, but he made 
an impassioned plea for missionaries 
who functioned not as lords and mas
ters but as fr iends. "We ask for love. 
Give us fr iends," he said. 

It is fitting that such an appeal 
would come from India . In the mod
ern missionary movement, the first 
Protestant missionary was Bartholo
maeus Ziegenbalg, a German sent 
to India by the Danish-Halle M ission 
in 1706. He developed a great ap
preciation for the Tami l language and 
culture in Tranquebar, learning the 
language and translating much of 
the Bible into Tamil. He also took 
detai led notes about local social and 
cultural rea lities . However, his efforts 
fa iled to gain the approval of his Eu
ropean sponsors, who seemed to 

expect the Indians to become good 
German Lutherans. 
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Though Azariah 's appeal went 
unheeded at Edinburgh, it was re
membered later as prophetic. The 
optimistic expectation of a world for 
Christ in one generation eroded over 
the next 40 years. During this time, 
two world wars were fought, separat
ed by a global economic depression 
that pitted "Christian nations" against 
one another. New mission starts were 
limited in this period. Meanwhile, the 
"younger" churches (known today as 
the "Global South") were maturing. 

Partnership in Obedience 
By the time of the world mission conference in 1947, attitudes were changing . 
The Christian world was attempting to put itself back together after World War 
II. The 1947 event-held in Canada at Whitby, Ontario-dropped the terms 
"Christian nations" and "non-Christian nations" in favor of an understanding of 
church unity that crossed national, cultural, and racial boundaries. The Whitby 
conference endorsed the concept of mission as "partnership in obedience" to 
God. The word partnership indicated an equal relationship between missionary 
"sending" and "receiving" churches . 

The Whitby conference had as its theme "Christian Witness in a Revolu
tionary World"-an acknowledgment that, in the post-World War II world, rev
olutionary mission thinking was evolving . The conference 's message emerged 
from the consolidat ion of drafts from two subgroups representing "older" and 
"younger" churches respectively. The conference recognized the right of the 
younger churches to have a role in the placement and acceptance of mission
aries. It was nothing short of revolutionary when, under the rubric of "part
nership," Whitby participants agreed that the younger church "should have 
the right to issue, or to withhold, an invitation to [a] missionary to return to its 
service after the first period of leave in his home country." (Renewal and Ad

vance: Christian Witness in a Revolutionary World, Edinburgh House Press, 
1948.) Whitby delegates also urged missionaries to identify with-even to 
join-the churches to which they were assigned . 

Appreciation for the languages and social customs of the cultures in which 
younger churches existed was slowly on the rise, but it would take another 
30 years to gain firm traction . As colonialism in Africa and much of Asia ended 
in the 1950s and 1960s, missionaries from earlier years were too often dis
missed as pawns of political and economic empire-builders. By the 1970s, the 
idea of a moratorium on the sending of missionaries was openly discussed. 
However, the younger churches were looking for missionary transformation, 
not termination. They sought greater multicultural awareness and partnership, 
including a recognition of the contributions they could make to the whole mis
sion enterprise once the church realized that missionaries could come from 
everywhere and could go everywhere. As newer churches grew, they needed 
personnel and resources. What they wanted-in an echo of Bishop Azari
ah-were missionaries to work alongside indigenous Christians as equals in 
God 's mission . 

Some of the newer churches be
came ardent in mission . For exam
ple, the Protestants of South Korea 
probably send as many missionaries 
today as all the US mainline denom
inations combined. Both older and 
newer Christians sha re the obl igation 
to "send" in response to their faith . 
Thanks to God's grace, United Meth
odists can now both send and receive 
missionaries across national, cultural, 
and racial boundaries. 

The concept of partnership set forth 
at the Whitby conference assumed 
a missional relationship between 
older and younger churches . In this 
respect, Whitby did not address "pi
oneer" mission and evangelism: 
church starts and social outreach in 
places w ith few or any Christians . Not 
until the Cold War ended in the early 
1990s did United Methodists launch 
any new initiatives. 

Mission relations with an existing 
church in, say, Liberia (where Meth
odism arrived in the 1830s) are by 
nature different from those involved 
in starting an entirely new mission 
initiative in Vietnam, where Unit
ed Methodist work began in 1998. 
Yet the same principles of multicul
tural respect and collaboration apply 
in both cases. In new locales. "pio
neer'' missionaries must start out 

with an openness to and appreciation 
for local culture; they must seek out 
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local partners interested 1n the obiec

t1 es and services proposed Most 

importantly, original intent must in

clude local leadership development. 

with the long v1s1on of an 1nd1genous 

church or worshiping fellowship mov

ing toward home-grown leadership 

From Everywhere 
to Everywhere 

The General Board of Global M1n1stries 

has made a good start toward bu1ld-

1ng a truly 1nternat1onal, multicultural , 

and 1nterrac1al community of m1ss1on

anes. We have missionaries from Af

rica seN1ng 1n Southeast Asia , ones 

rom China, Me 1co, and Brazil seN-

1ng in the US, and ones from the Phil-

1pp1nes serving in Japan, Liberia, and 

Cambodia, to name a few Still , we have 

not yet overcome all the challenges 

that a philosophy of m1ss1onaries from 

everywhere to everywhere presents 

Here are some of those challenges 

• To help the entire membership 

affirm the inclusive approach to 

m1ss1on within the whole church 

(The assumption that m1ss1onar-

1es are US wor ers 1n foreign lands 

remains alive 1n some places) 

• To demonstrate convincingly 

hrough cross-cultural m1ss1onar-

1es that the universal Gospel of 

Jesus Christ always transcends 

any particular culture . 
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• To equip m1ss1onaries to be what Dana Robert calls " b1cultural persons," 

able to act as bridge builders between different cultures, as exemplified in 

the early church by 1nd1v1duals who understood two languages or ways of 

thinking and were themselves " bridges " for the gospel. 

• To prepare m1ss1onaries to be learners among those whom they serve and 

teachers of what they learn to Christians 1n their places of origin . 

• To value the fact of the vulnerability of missionaries, who must always de

pend on the grace of God and, often, on the hosp1tal1ty of strangers . 

• To validate and facilitate m1ss1onaries coming from the Global South to 

the Global North-Europe and the United States-while dealing creatively 

with the fact that m1ss1onaries from the South are usually at an economic 
disadvantage 

• To equip m1ss1onaries to train men and women effect ively for indigenous 

leadership, while planning for appropriate local pastoral services. 

• To avoid repl1cat1ng US churches ' structural and operational patterns 1n mis

sion settings, since those patterns may be unsuitable for other locations . 

• To teach m1ss1onar es how to help m1ss1on-founded churches achieve self

reliance while they remain connected and interdependent. 

• To find long- and short-term patterns of professional m1ss1onary seN1ce that 

correspond to current and emerging mission needs . 

Crossing Frontiers 

The late South African theologian David J . Bosch made a s1gnif1cant evaluation 

of the shift from European- and North American-dominated mission to a model 

embracing cultural d1vers1ty and partnership A landmark 1n his work w as the 

book Transforming M1ss1on Paradigm Shifts m Theology of M1ss1on in 799 7. 

In an earlier book, Witness to the World, Bosch delved into what he saw as a 

" crisis in m1ss1on" brought on by Euro-American attempts to control what 1s 

really God 's m1ss1on The church as the community of Christ, he said, "owes" 

the world fa ith, hope, and love We fulfill that debt through mission, living the 

example of Jesus, who said of himself in Luke 22 .27 : "I am among you as one 

who serves " 

Missionaries are agents of faith, hope, and love, following the example of 

Jesus They are the faces we see in Bosch 's definition of m1ss1on as " the 

church-crossing-front1ers-1n-the-form-of-a-seNant . "(David J. Bosch, Witness 

to the World: The Chnst1an M1ss1on m Theological Perspec

tive, John Knox Press. 1980, p. 248.) 

17wmas Kemper is the general secretary and chief executive of
ficer of 171e General Board of Global Ministrie of The United 
Methodist Church. 

OPPOSITE PAGE Fuxia Wang (second from Left) is a Church and Commu

nity Worker with the Chinese-American community in O klahoma. 

She is from mainland China. PHOTO COURTESY FUXIA WANG 

LEFT The Rev. Jose Roberto Pe na-Nazario is a Un ited Methodist 

missionary from Puerto Rico serving in Dan li. Hond uras. Here he vis it s 

with Celina Rodriguez (right), who is processing her corn harvest , and 

Jamileth Moncada, a Lay pastor in the rura l community 

of Ouisgua lagua. PHOTO PAUL JEFFREY 
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Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and 
your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will 
show you." Genesis 12: 1 

THIS BIBLICAL STORY IN GENESIS OF CALL AND RELOCATION IS 

as s1gnif1cant for its gaps as for its content. The Bible doesn't tell us how Abra
ham (then called Abram) felt about moving. We iust read that he ". went, as 
the Lord had told him." (12:4) Nor does the Genesis story recount the separa

tions and goodbyes caused by his leaving Haran It does tell us. however, that 
God said " I will bless you ." (12 ·2) Apparently, Abraham did not receive spec1f1c 

1nformat1on about his home to be We only know that God had plans for him 1n 
"the land that I will show you " (12·1) 

The Bible doesn 't speak of the bewildering d1sorientat1on that Abraham and 
his family must have felt upon entering each new town . It does tell us, however, 
that Abraham would later encounter new faces, unant1c1pated strangers, and 
"angels unawares." (Hebrews 13:2, King James Version) Nor does the Gen

esis account speak of the daily d1spant1es Abraham must have experienced, 
as when the inner contentment that comes with responding to God's call 1s 

suddenly lost alongside the daily em
barrassments that come from living 1n 

a foreign land; or as when, after being 
treated as a v1s1t1ng dignitary 1n some 

circles, he 1s mistrusted 1n others for 
having some vague rel1g1ous purpose 

Abraham might also have felt disori
ented, having more than one place 

to call home-the perpetual "1n-be
tween-ness" that all m1ss1onaries 

experience 
Today, we are able to read Abra

ham 's m1ss1on story 1n h1nds1ght; but 
when he left home, he was stepping 
across a threshold into the un nown 

He could not have foreseen all that he 

would e perience altars built, f am

ines survived, deserts crossed, riches 

., .. ... _ . . .. .......... .. ... .. ........ ........ .. ..... ....... .. ...... . .. ~ .. . ., ... . · . .... .. · ; .... ; .... ... . , . " . ".: ,, . . .. . , . . 

M1ss1on 

cal nan 

s en 
Knsti 

s~aped 

"ess of 

"'~11001 
Siunas a 

-sgua 
1~VE 



gained, family extended, trials faced, tents pitched and moved and pitched 
again . God takes our first trembling steps-our mixed emotions, our tangled 
motivations-and shapes them, blesses them, and makes of them something 
we could never have imagined when we started out. As for Abraham, it ap
pears that he never went back to Haran, nor was he probably ever again the 
same man who had left there. 

Mission Is Messy 

As my wife Kristin and I conclude 15 years of mission service with the United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries. we are thankful for the gaps in 
Abraham's story-spaces of mystery and possibility in which the Spirit moves. 
"Mission is messy," a wise missionary counseled us as we entered mission 
service. At the time, we pondered the meaning of that phrase. Since then , we 
have come to see its truth . Mission is messy because life is messy, because 
the world is complex, because the church 

is human, and because people (missionar
ies included) are complicated . For every 
successful and inspiring mission story, 
there is another story of a mission hospi
tal destroyed by civil war or an attempted 
church start that did not go at all smoothly. 

For every uplifting photo that appears on 
Global Ministries' website, there is a visa 
being held up by bureaucracy or a family 
member who is unwell. Every celebrated 
"mission moment" has been made possi
ble by many hours of work. In fact, the bib
lical narrative itself-filled with stories of 
exile and relocation, wilderness and prom
ised land, crucifixion and resurrection-is 
messy. We have often been surprised and 
reassured by the ways God is able to move 
among this human messiness. This is the meaning of the incarnation and of 
incarnational ministry: "The Word became flesh," John tells us, "and pitched 
his tent in our dust." (John 1: 14, adapted) 

Kristin and I became missionaries because the churches in which we were 
shaped were mission-minded churches that didn't shy away from the messi
ness of Christian service . When pastors focused the congregation 's attention 
on the needs of the wider world, seeds of our call to mission were planted . 
When youth leaders made the effort to expose suburban kids to inner-city or 
rural ministries, seeds of our call to mission were planted . When seasoned 
missionaries told us stories at church potluck suppers, showing us how big 
God's Church really is, seeds of our call to mission were planted . When faith 
moved laypeople we knew to volunteer in schools, shelters, or food pantries, 

OPPOSITE PAGE: The Rev. Juan Guerrero (right), a native of Colombia, a United Methodist 

missionary and superintendent of the church 's mission in Honduras, visits with Maria Luisa 

Salinas and her husband Teofila Rodriguez at their home in the rural village of 

Ou isgua lagua. PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 

ABOVE RIGHT: Pastors David and Kristin Markay, former GBGM Missionaries in Italy, with 

Alessandra Trotta (center) of the Method ist Chu rch of Italy. PHOTO: ULLAS TANKLER 
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we saw models of quiet and humble 
mission service, and the seeds of our 
call to mission were planted . 

From Everywhere 
To Everywhere 

Abraham would probably smile if he 
knew how his legacy of uprooting 
and transplanting has evolved . One 
hundred years after the 1910 Mis
sionary Conference in Edinburgh, 
the face of mission (and missionar
ies) is changing . For example, in the 
multicultural Methodist congregation 

in Milano, Italy, there are some who 
became Christians through the ef
forts of missionaries from Britain and 
the United States . But there are oth
ers who trace their lineage back to 
missionaries from Sierra Leone and 
South Korea . In 1996, when we were 
commissioned as Global Ministries' 
missionaries, the others in our class 
were almost all North Americans . 
Since then, commissionings have 
become more and more diverse, as 
missionaries are being sent " from 
everywhere to everywhere. " These 

" new" missionaries are supported 
and assisted by Global Ministries, but 
some of them have trained in plac
es like Ghana. Others will never set 
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foot at 475 Riverside Drive in New 
York-Global Ministries' headquar
ters . Many will not have to change 
planes in Atlanta to arrive at their f irst 
appointment. While giving thanks for 
all that has gone before, we rejoice 
that the work of the gospel is being 
poured out from new wineskins . 

Not long ago, we tal ked with a 
long-time missionary. She had re
cently met some of the "new" mis
sionaries in their place of ass ign
ment. "They are so committed to 
the work of Jesus," she said with a 
smile . "They are real missionaries, 

in the verv best sense of the word ." 
When w e began to explore a call to 
mission service, entered into training, 
and were commissioned and sent, 
we were surrounded by the care and 
support of American congregations 
who already knew us. We spoke their 
language, looked a lot like them, and 
knew enough about The United Meth
odist Church to navigate through an
nual conference and general board 
structures . Building upon some of 
the already-existing links we had with 

churches and annual conferences, 
we have been generously supported 

by US congregations throughout our 
years of mission service . Some of 
our new missionary colleagues, how
ever, are less known in North Ameri
can church ci rcles . They could benefit 
from some of the same US United 
Methodist generosity. 

Re-presenting Christ 
Some lifelong and now retired Global 
Ministries' missionaries now it inerate 
to US churches on behalf of lower
profile missionary colleagues. When 
annual conferences support not on ly 
missionaries who were raised in the 

conference but also ones who were 
not necessarily "home-grown," their 
sense of mission becomes more 
"deep and wide ." When-as the re
sult of Volunteer-in-Mission visits 
or through the bridge-building work 
of commissioned missionaries-loca l 
congregations are linked with other 
congregations and annual conferenc
es with other annual conferences
distances of geography and culture 
shrink. These are all signs that the 
church is not only diverse but living 
into its global interconnectedness. 

How comforting and exciting to 

know that the God who ca lled Abra
ham always f inds new w ays to call 
people ! How w onderful that the peo
ple w ho hear the call to mission ser
vice are as diverse and " numerous as 
the stars of heaven ." {Genesis 26:4) 

The church st ill needs people w ho are 
wi lling to " re-present " Christ in anoth
er place. That process of going from 
one place to another is holy, because 
God ca n bless every encounter and 
action to help transform the world . 
The God of Pentecost is always find
ing new disciples, new tongues, and 
new ways to spread the Good New s. 
And the God w ho w ould choose to 
enter a world as violent and poor and 
messy as fi rst-century Palestine con
tinues to use ordinary people to bring 
Good News to the places that need 
to hear it most. 

David and Kristin Markay served as 
United Methodist missionaries with 
the General Board of Global Ministries 
fro m 1997 until the spring of 2011. 
With their two children, they lived and 
worked in Lithuania fo r seven years, 
fo llowed by seven years serving with a 
migrant community and church in Mi
lan, Italy. Currently, the Markays serve 
two Methodist circuits with the British 
Methodist Church in Dion.field, UK. 

LEFT: Attendees at the Cambodian Consulta

tion 2009 in Meta irie show the international 

UMC miss ionary presence in Cam bod ia. 

(FRONT ROW} Global Ministries ' missionary 

Esther Gitobu (Kenya); d istrict youth presi

dent Tuy Chamroeun, Battambang (Cam

bod ia); GBGM miss ionaries Irene Mparutsa 

(Zimbabwe), and the Rev. Dr. Ro meo de l 

Rosario (Ph ilippines), country d irector for 

the Un ited Methodist Miss ion in Cambod ia; 

(BACK ROW} Prak Vuty, Local pastor for the 

chu rch in Kompong Chhanang (Cambodia); 

GBGM missionaries Clara Biswas {Bangla

desh), and Katherine Parker (US); and Svay 

Youthearoath, princi pal of the Bible school in 

Cambodia that is train ing United Method ist 

clergy. PHOTO: BETTY BACKSTROM 
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I N TH E LAST 2 0 YE AR S , international aid and assistance have buoyed 
development and relief efforts in Cambodia . The constant influx of internation
al aid, however, has created a mentality of dependency in many Cambodian 
communities. My job is to help such communities realize that God has em
powered them with sufficient gifts, talents, and abilities to improve their own 
quality of life . Members of Raksmei Methodist Church in Kompong Thom Dis
trict have, through faith in God, realized this simple yet radical truth . They are 
now actively sowing the seeds of transformation in their community. 

Early last year, the Ra ksmei Methodist Church was the first to offer help 
to families in Raksmei village who were affected by a large fire . Even though 
many of the church's members are poor themselves, they willingly donated 
500 kilograms (more than 1000 pounds) of rice and other essential foods . 

Flooding in the latter part of 2011-considered the worst in a decade-also 
gave the Raksmei church an opportunity to reflect God's compassion by shar
ing its resources with neighbors at a cost to its own families . Some members 
of Ra ksmei church even allowed their neighbors to use some of their land for 
rice farming during the dry season . 

Chok Choung, the lay leader of 
Raksmei Methodist Church, says 
that the generosity of his brothers 
and sisters stems from a belief that 
poverty is no reason to leave one 's 
neighbors hungry-without food to 
eat. Similarly, head pastor Ing Roeurn 
believes that the negative effects of 
poverty and natural calamities can be 

ABOVE: United Methodist missionary and ag

ricultural specialist Ken Cruz (Left) helps Kum 

Keat inspect his calf in the Cambodian village 

of Char. The animal was provided as part of 

an income-generating project sponsored by 

the Community Health and Agricultural De

velopment (CHAD) program of the Methodist 

Mission in Cambodia . PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY 
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overcome with hard work and prayer 

as a means of restoring life. I cannot 

imagine how these two individuals 

could come to accept such counter

intuitive conclus ions with joy without 

the changing work of the Holy Spirit. 

My Transformational Journey 
As a practitioner of holistic ministry 

for more than 20 years, I have heard 

many stories that challenged my un

derstanding of biblical transformation 

and affirmed God's good intentions 

for humankind and creation. I have al

ways sought to understand in greater 

depth the principles and processes by 

which God transforms the lives of in

dividuals and communit ies . Al though 

I am still a student as far as this aim 

goes, what I have learned, through tri

umph and fai lure, has allowed me to 

embrace my calling in church-based 

community transformation . 

When I decided to plunge headlong 

into mission in Cambodia 18 years ago, I was guided by a def ined person

al mission statement-"to help individuals, families, and communities reach 

their God-given potential so that they can serve God and thei r society." In 

2008, when I joined Globa l Ministries' Commun ity Heal th and Agricultural De

velopment program (CHAD), I realized that God was opening yet another door 

that would allow me to pursue this goal and follow its precepts . Despite my 

years of experience in holistic minist ry, it was only w hen I started working 

with local United Methodist-cultivated churches and communities in Cambo

dia that I truly begin to grasp the critical role of the church in community trans

formation . Unfortunate ly, many loca l M ethodist churches in Cambodia are sti ll 

trapped in the "receive aid or live in poverty" mentality, which undermines 

much of what the CHAD program hopes to achieve. That is why it is so crucial 

to overcome this negative mindset in Cambodia 's churchgoers. If they remain 

entrenched in such a self-deprecating view of their abili t ies and authority as 

sons and daughters of God, they will have little power to transform their fami

lies and communities . 

For the church in Cambodia to shed its mentality of dependence requires 

transformation at a deeper level than the human consciousness. Thus, the 

heart of the Methodist Church community's transformation effort in Cambodia 

lies in helping churches and whole communities recover their identities and 

roles as image-bearers of God . We realized that the extent to which church 

members conform their thinking to the promises of the gospel-that . through 

faith, they are empowered, guided, and loved by God-determines the extent 

of the t ransformations they can generate in their own communities. In CHAD, 
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our primary task is to help local 
Methodist churches embrace their 
ident ity in Christ and fu lfill their role 
as witnesses to the power of the un
fo lding Kingdom of God . I invite all 
of you to continue praying that more 
Christ ians in Cambodia wi ll come to 
realize that it is God who gives them 
power to bring about positive and 
lasti ng change. 

Just as God uses Global Minis
tries to empower the dispossessed 
through miss ionaries like me, so 
God uses Global M inistries to chal
lenge and sharpen my own faith . In 
addition to making fie ld visits, I also 
teach church leaders the bibl ica l foun
dat ions of development, w hich are 
crucia l to effective evangelism and 
holist ic mission . Taking on the role of 
teacher allows me to examine, chal
lenge, and transform my own cu l
tural assumpt ions, wh ile growing in 
the understanding of my identity and 
purpose as a person and a mission
ary. I have found that it is important 
to know both my gifts and my limita
tions so that I can help others w ithout 
overstepping my mandate and hurt
ing them. 

. Fu rthermore, interact ing with stu
dents allows me to see w here ch urch
es and thei r communiti es are coming 
from in terms of their assumptions, 
thei r stories, and the th ings that mat
ter or make sense to them. Often , 
the mistake of aid agencies, even 
Christian ones, is to assume that all 
the questions have been asked . This 
is rarely, if ever, the case . We can 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Cheun Keng, a woman in the 

Cambodian village of Char; works bu ilding 

up a levee in her rice field. Global Ministries 

miss ionary Ken Cruz holds the reflector 

for the photographer. PH OTO : PAUL JEFFREY 

ABOVE : Nob Chan harvests her rice in Khnach, 

a village in the Kampot region of Cambodia. 

She has used organic fertilizer to improve her 

soil fertility and increase her harvest. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFF RE Y 

always learn something more from 
the people to whom God has sent us . 
As Proverbs 27 :17 says, " Iron sharp
ens iron, and one person sharpens 
the wits of another." 

God Is Not Constrained 
The pervasiveness of the poverty 
mentality in Cambodia greatly inhibits 
community transformation . But God 
is not constrained by human weak
ness. God is actively worki ng w ith 
people, planting seeds of transforma
t ion in many places. That members 
of Ra ksmei Methodist Church now 
prefer to share thei r meager resourc
es with neighbors instead of waiting 
for handouts from government or aid 
agencies is a compelling sign of God 's 
t imely and active providence. By turn
ing thei r faith into small acts of com
pass ion, church members in Ra ksmei 
village have earned the respect and 
appreciation not only of their neigh
bors but also of local government of
f icials. This sma ll ba nd of be lievers in 
Cambodia is impacting their commu
nity in a profound way simply by act
ing out the kind of changes they hope 
to see in the lives of their neighbors. 
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Transformative change is an in
side-out process . This means that the 
change-big or small-that I want to 
see happening in my family and in the 
wider community must begin with 
me. Th is is not always easy! The dif
ficulty of empowering individuals is, I 
think, a good reminder of the fact that 
lasting change for the better is ulti
mately the work of God. God wants 
to restore the creation to God's orig
inal plan . God achieves this by the 
power of the Holy Spiri t and through 
the preaching of the gospel, which 
cal ls all people out of darkness and 
self-denigration and affirms the faith 
of those w ho have made it their stan
dard and their boast. 

Originally from the Philippines, Ken
nedy Cruz and his wife and two sons 
are members of the Evangelical Baptist 
Church. Mr. Cruz received a diploma 
in fo restry from the University of the 
Philippines, a Bachelor of Art in 
Economics from Letran College in the 
Philippines, and a master's degree in 
organizational leadership from Azusa 
Pacific University in California. He and 
his fa mily have lived in both ambodia 
and Laos over the last 20 years. 
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THOUGH GOO TOLD ME MANY 

YEARS AGO that I would one day 
work as a missionary in the Domini
can Republic, God didn't let me know 
that I would be involved in a new 
church start! Nor did I expect to be 
named as pastor of that new church. 
And I couldn 't have imagined that this 
new congregation would be made 
up almost entirely of youth! So, after 
nine years of service in the Domini
can Republic, I have recently been as
signed as a full-time pastor to a new 
community of believers. 

I am Connie Dileo, an ordained 
United Methodist deacon from the 
Florida Annua l Conference and a Glob
al Ministries' missionary since 2001 . I 
had experienced a cal l to the Domini
can Republic many years before; but, 
as a single mother, I knew my first re
sponsibility was to my children . Once 

my younger son set off for college and my elder son had his college degree, 
God put my wider ministry in motion . I was sent to the Dominican Repub
lic, which shares the Island of Hispaniola with Haiti, to serve as the director 
of Community Partners, Inc. (COPA) . Its mission is to improve people's lives 
through education, health, and spiritual development. 

COPA works mainly in two distinct bateys, or villages-Bombita and La 
Hoya-in the southwestern part of the country, not far from the Haitian bor
der. Each village has a cl inic and a school serving children from age 4 through 
the 8th grade. Many promising students are given scholarsh ips to a private 
school in a larger town nearby, and 20 are now studying on university scholar
ships . Since special volunteers were already overseeing COPA's educational 
and health ministries, I centered my work in spiritual development. 

The primary schools in each village had weekly chapel services, so I began 
my work there ; but I soon realized that young people no longer in primary 
school had no access to religious services. Before I arrived, volunteers had al
ready started a voluntary youth group in each village; so I assumed responsibil
ity for continuing them. 

The youth group in Bombita-the poor community of Haitian immigrants
was an inspi ration to me. Spiritually, th is village was richer than I could ever 
have imagined. James 2:5 states : " Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to 
inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?" (New International 
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Version) While I went to help the Hai
tians in Bombita grow in their faith , 
they helped me grow in mine. Liv
ing in this community for four and a 
half years, I was constantly moved to 
tears as I watched the people accept 
their difficult life, never wavering in 
their faith . Our youth group grew so 
large that we had to divide it in two
yet we still had a waiting list. 

Youth-to-Youth Evangelism 
As I continued to work in both Bom
bita and La Hoya, I realized just how 
different these two communities 
were . While La Hoya, with its native 
Dominican population, was better off 
than Bombita financially, its residents 
seemed to be spiritually bankrupt. The 
one small church in La Hoya had only 
15 or so members and appeared to 
have no evangelical outreach. While 
this church had a few young people, 
most of the village youth had nothing 

to do with it. So I moved to La Hoya 
in order to work with the youth after 
school, in the evenings, and on week
ends. This enabled us to develop a 
group of young people who enjoyed 
coming to our evening youth group
though none of them ever went to 
the local church . 

I had to do something to reach the 
youth in La Hoya . So I formed a group 
of 14 youth from Bombita, "commis
sioned" them as missionaries, and 
went with them to La Hoya to serve. 

A Church of Their Own 
In La Hoya, our young missionary 
contingent began borrowing the local 

O PPOSITE PAGE: The Rev. Connie Dil eo, 

a United Methodist m iss ionary in the 

Domin ican Republic, ta l ks w it h a Hait ian

Domin ican g irl. ABOVE : Dileo with Haitian 

Domin ican youth in the Bombita batey near 

Barahona. She w o rks in t he southwest of 

the country developing new m inistri es 

am ong Domin ican and Haitia n-imm igrant 

youth. PHOTOS: PAUL JEFFREY 

church and holding monthly "youth 
services ." We were amazed at the 
attendance. The church filled up at 
every service. We realized the young 
people 's reason for coming. There 
was nothing else to do, and they 
loved the lively music and the youth 
activism . Then one day, as the ser
vices continued to grow, a group of 
youth came to me and asked if we 
could start a church for them. They 
didn't want to go to the existing 
church, they said, because the mem
bers weren't "youth friendly." 

We had already converted COPA's 
old garage into a meeting place for our 
weekly youth groups, so we began 
holding church services there. To my 
surprise, not just the local youth but 
people of all ages started coming to 
worship. So we continued to hold 
weekly church services in the garage, 
along with monthly services for youth 
from both villages. 

But the youth persisted, saying 
that they wanted to have their own 
church building. I told them that we 
already had a church, explaining that 
the "church" is the people. That an
swer did not satisfy them. 
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When lconsultedwith Pastor Pedro, 
my overseeing Dominican pastor, 
he suggested that I try to find some 
land. I had heard of a new area up for 
sale in La Hoya, but all the lots had 
been sold . It turned out that one of our 
COPA workers owned two of the lots. 
After some negotiations, we traded 
a truck for the two lots. Now that we 
had the necessary land, how could 
we afford to build on it? Once more, 
we turned to prayer for the answer. 

In March, Pastor Pedro told me a 
Volunteer-in-Mission team was com
ing to our village, asking if I wanted 
these volunteers to pour the "foot
ers" (supporting base) for the church 
walls . With much excitement. we dug 
holes for the footers and welcomed 
the visiting team. Two months later, 
a friend called me, offering to bring 
two work teams during the summer. 
God was working faster than I'd ever 
dreamed. Soon we had the walls up 
and the roof on . When we began 
holding services there, we shared our 
sanctuary with cement bags and ace
ment mixer. Our first youth service 
filled the church . So has every youth 
service since. 
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God's Work Continues 

God was not finished with the church 
yet but kept sending work teams to 
build and moving people's hearts to 
contribute. Now we have completed 
the sanctuary and the second story, 
which boasts not only a pastor's 
apartment but also a large room for a 
permanent youth club 

I still rely heavily on the Bomb1ta 
youth. who continue to work with 
the youth 1n La Hoya Since we have 
no one in La Hoya who plays an in
strument. two of the Ha1t1ans from 
Bomb1ta. Diego and Yos1. come every 
week to lead us in our music ministry 
It has been wonderful to see these 
Ha1t1an Bomb1t1an and Dom1n1can 
La Hoyan youth break through the 
walls of prejudice and hatred that too 
often separate these two cultures To 
hear our Dom1n1can youth ask when 
the group from Bomb1ta 1s coming 

again shows how much progress 

we've made 
The La Hoya youth no longer 

simply sit back and enjoy the youth 
services They have become active 
part1c1pants and leaders as well. The 
new congregation consists mostly of 
youth. We have no fathers and moth
ers to serve as pillars of the church for 
these young people to look up to for 
guidance Only three of our worship
ers were Christians before this con
gregation began. but now we have 
more than 25 who come on a regular 
basis Our Sunday school attendance 
runs around 40 We have Bible stud
ies. prayer and praise services. week
ly youth and congregational services. 
well-attended monthly evangelistic 
services 1n different neighborhoods. 
monthly 5 a.m. morning prayer vigils. 
and our favorite-the combined 
youth services that include our youth 

from Bomb1ta . These services are 
standing-room-only, with 250 youth 1n 

attendance. 

Blessed by Those I Serve 

People from the United States as 
me when I will return "home." My 
answer 1s that God told me to come 
to the Dominican Republic and I trust 
that God will tell me when it's time to 
leave This congregation does need 
its own Dominican pastor We are 
working toward that goal, which will 
be realized 1n God's good time For 
now. I am working on leadership de
velopment and spiritual growth. fol
lowing God's lead as I minister to and 
with these new believers I now that 
1t 1s God who 1s conducting the train 
I'm on. and sometimes I can only 
hold on for dear life 1 But my faith has 
grown immeasurably 1n the last 10 
years I thank God for allowing me to 
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be blessed by those I've come to serve. 

I have been blessed by the work of Fermin, our youth 

leader in Bombita. Fermin was diagnosed 10 years ago w ith 

cryptogenic cirrhosis of the liver, though he never drank, 

smoked, or had hepatitis A, B, or C. There is no cure for th is 
disease, and I've been told that life expectancy is only 10 

years without a transplant. But I am thankful that COPA has 

provided health insurance for Fermin and medicine to control 
his symptoms. Fermin has been the main leader of the youth 

services . He leads with such fervor and love that no one can 

hear him and not be set afire with a zeal for God . It's like 

Pentecost every month, with everyone praising and rejoic

ing . Nonbelievers who come for the first time leave saying, 

" I never knew they had so much fun in church!" And they 

come back and hear the words of the songs and watch the 

dramas and hear the Word of God. Some make decisions for 

the Lord, and we keep working and inviting. 

Likewise. I have been blessed by the work of Rosalba, 

our youth leader in La Hoya . After completing her degree 

in psychology, Rosa lba felt God calling her back to La Hoya 

to work with the youth of her vi llage. COPA hired her as a 

guidance counselor in Bombita and she is one of the main 

leaders in our new congregation . This young lady could have 

earned a much larger salary in the capital city, but she an

swered the call of God with a "Here am I. Send me." Rosa l

ba is committed to working with the youth and young adults 
in La Hoya . She has wonderful leadership skills . Perhaps one 

day she wi ll become the pastor of our church, but that is up 

to God. 

The new youth church had its officia l inauguration on De

cember 28, 2011, taking in its first membership class of 12 

baptized members. These are the found ing members of 

God 's church in this little part of the world . I have every con

fidence that they will reach out and bring others to the saving 

know ledge of God's grace and forgiveness. 

The Rev. Connie Dileo, a missionary with the General Board of 
Global Ministries, is assigned to the Dominican Republic. She is 
engaged in developing a new congregation of youth in the village 
of La Hoya and is also working as the coordinator of the Haitian 
Initiative with the Evangelical Church of the Dominican Repub
lic, a Global Ministries' mission partner. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: The Rev. Connie Dileo sweeps out the entry to 

a church she pastors in the town of La Hoya in the Dominican Republic. 

TOP : Connie Dileo hugs a Haitian-Dominican woman in the Bombita 

batey near Barahona. CENTER: A girl braids her mother 's hair in Bombita 

batey, a community in the southwest of the Domin ica n Republic whose 

population is composed of Haitian immigrants and their descendants . 

BOTTOM: Connie Dileo walks through the Bombita batey near 

Barahona. PHOTOS : PAUL JEFFREY 
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" I NEVER WANT TO BE A MISSIONARY." 

After hearing a v1s1ting m1ss1on

ary's testimony during a you h group 

meeting, I made his bold statemen 

o a friend. From a 16-year-old's per

spec 1ve. he Ii e of a m1ss1onary-hv· 

1ng 1n a foreign country, ns 1ng one's 

life to serve God and o hers-was not 

only una trac 1 e, 1t was sea 1 Sure

ly such a sacrifice would prevent me 

from ach1ev1ng he American dream 

and living the "good" life Or so I 

thought. 

Often, people mis a en assume 

that becoming a m1ss1onary means 

living a rnff1cult and challenging Ii e. 

toiling away 1n a remote region This 

leads people to assume hat only 

"Super Christians" or "special peo

ple" are called to this special ministry 

God Needs the Ordinary 
Becoming a missionary 1s indeed spe

cial, in that God places a call upon our 

hearts However, now hat I am older and, I hope, 1ser. I also no a ordi

nary people h e you and me can be called o his special minis Jus as God 

called ordinary people 11 e Abram and his w1 e, Sarai, o lea e e1r am1l1es, 

go to a foreign land. and become a source of blessing or o hers-and 1us 

as God called fishermen named Pe er, James, and John o lea e e1r boa s 

behind and become his d sc1ples-God con 1nues o call ordinary people 11 e 

you and me to leave behind he familiar and become a pa o God's mission 

in this world 

People who rece1 ea call o be m1ss1onanes are not "Super Chris ans" bu 

are people whose hearts are full of lo e for God and lo e tor o hers 1ss1onar-

1es are people who are willing to serve o hers- ho ta e he ns o s epping 

A CtA\\iY\~ 
fhtAf Pe~sis.f-s 
SERVING GOD 

AS A MISSIONARY 
by Judy Chung 



outside of their comfort zones to cross the boundaries of culture and language 
for the sake of the gospel. They are people committed to making a difference 
in this world in God 's name. 

People who are called to be missionaries do not have to be people with 
"special" talents . Un i~ed Methodist missionaries come from all kinds of back
grounds, trades, and occupations; they may be teachers. pilots, lawyers, ag
riculturalists, dieticians, physicians, nurses, administrators, accountants, 
pastors, photographers, journalists, community organizers, or Christian educa

tors-to name a few. Missionaries may also be old or 
young, male or female . T.hey come from everywhere 
and go out to serve everywhere . Missionaries are 
those who have heard the gentle whisper of God in 
their hearts and have answered that call. 

A Call Heard in Many Ways 
Some Global Ministries ' missionaries have sensed 
their call from a very early age. Michael Airgood, a 
member of one of the most recent classes of mis

sionaries to be commissioned, serves in Ukraine. "I felt called to be a mis
sionary with The United Methodist Church when I was 12 years old, " he says . 
" In school, we watched channel 1 news during homeroom every day. On one 
particular day, the story of a missionary in South Africa was featured . As I 
watched that missionary, I just knew that I would be doing that with my life." 

Since then, Michael has continued his process of dis
cernment, seeking guidance from his family, friends, 
and mentors . Today, he serves as a church planter and 
a developer of youth ministries. 

Some of our missionaries developed their sense 
of call as they watched and interacted with other mis
sionaries. As a young boy at Kapanga United Methodist 
Mission Station in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ru kang Chikomb used to watch missionary pilots fly 
the UMC planes sent there to deliver medicines or to 
pick up one or more very sick patients . He helped carry 
the new supplies on his head to the loca l hospital, and 
he prayed for the sick patients being loaded onto the 
plane for transport to the nearest all-service hospital. As 
a result of this experience, he learned that "the most 
important thing in my life is to take care of somebody 
else through the love of Christ." Today he serves as 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Rukang Chikomb used to be like one of these children in the village of Luena, 

in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, at play while waiting for the plane from the Wings 

of the Morning aviation ministry of The United Methodist Church . Today he is one of the pro

gram 's pilots . PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY. ABOVE: Michael Airgood, a Global Ministries' miss ionary. 

serves in Ukraine. He felt the call to be a missionary when he was 12 years of age. 

TOP RIGHT: Brynne Howard serves as Justice For Our Neighbors attorney in Iowa. Her call to 

serve as a missionary came from an experience she had working at a shelter for victims of 

domestic violence. PHOTOS : CASSANDRA ZAM PINI. RIGHT: Rukang Chikomb (left), a United 

Methodist missionary, along with Gaston Ntambo, another pilot with Wings of the Morning 

aviation ministry of The UMC, checks the fuel in an airplane in Lubumbash i in DR Congo. This 

ministry provides life-saving access to isolated rural communities. PHOTO : PAUL JEFFREY 
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a missionary pilot and is 
director of Wings of the 
Morning Aviation Minis
try in the DR Congo. 

Some of our mission
aries became aware of 
their call while serving 
as volunteers . Brynne 
Howard, a Justice For 
Our Neighbors attorney 
in Iowa, writes about her call to serve 
in mission. "For me," she says, "the 
most tangible call to serve came from 
an experience I had working at a shel
ter for victims of domestic violence . 
I was an advocate at the shelter and 
loved working with the women-par
ticularly those who were immigrants. 

" I began to feel that I could use 
my skills in a different way for these 
women," Howard continued . "I re
member vividly an interaction be
tween two different residents, one 

an English speaker and the other, 
an undocumented immigrant who 
spoke Spanish . The English speaker 
acknowledged how difficult and iso
lating it must have been for the Span
ish speaker to come and live in the 
shelter. She hugged her and told her: 
'I want you to know that I see you . 
You aren 't invisible to me.' 



22 NEWWORLDOUTLOOK .ORG 

"Those words have been a call 
to me," Howard affirmed. "Though 
there wasn't a booming voice tell
ing me, 'Thou shalt serve as a mis
sionary,' the call led me to law school 
and, eventually, to Justice For Our 
Neighbors. I serve at JFON now as 
a Church and Community Worker in 

the role of immigration 
attorney." 

A calling to mission
ary service can be af
firmed by family and 
friends, spiritual men
tors, and the faith com
munity; yet it may take 
time to cultivate. Kristen 
Brown-an Interpreta

tion, Education, and Advocacy Coor
dinator in Jerusalem-participated 
in and led several mission teams lo
cal ly and globally as she was apply
ing to become a missionary. After 10 
years, through patience, prayer, and 
perseverance, and strengthened by 
her certainty of her calling, she was 
commissioned as a United Methodist 
missionary. 

Answering the Call 
Each individual call may be different, 
but the overall commitment of the 
missionary community to God's mis
sion is the same. The first step in be
coming a United Methodist mission
ary is recognizing that a still, small 
voice is ca lling you to serve. 

Have you ever felt the desire to 
make a difference in the world? 

Have you ever felt the desire to 
share God's love and grace with 
those who are in need? 

TOP: Paul Jeffrey poses with children in a 

ca mp o utside Zalingei, Sudan, for those 

displaced by the genocide in Darfur. 

PHOTO: COURTESY PAUL JEFFREY. 

LEFT: Kriste n Brown, a Global Ministries ' 

missionary, se rves as education and advocacy 

coordinator at Sabeel Ecumenical Li be ration 

Theological Center in Jerusalem. 

PHOTO : CASSANDRA ZAMPINI 

Have you ever fe lt the 
desire to pursue God 's 

just ice and peace for all 
God's people? 

If so, God may be call
ing you to serve in mis
sion. If you have just an 
inkling of a sense of call 

to mission, I invite you to discern this ca ll through prayer and dialogue with 
your family, friends, mentors, and annual conference leaders. And, as you dis

cern, I invite you to visit our website : http://new.gbgm-umc.org/connec
tions/missionaries. If you are between the ages of 20 and 30, you can find 
additional information at th is site: http://gbgm-umc.org/youth . 

Becoming a United Methodist miss ionary may not necessarily help you 
achieve the American dream. But I can guarantee you that answeri ng a call to 
mission will lead you to live the "good" life-a life of joy, f illed with a sense 
of fulfillment in knowing that you are one of God's cow orkers in th is world. In 
pursuing God's peace and justice, you can help achieve God's dream for the 
whole creation . So if you have heard that sti ll, small voice calling, I pray that 
you wi ll declare: " I want to be a missionary." 

The Rev. Judy Chung is the associate general secretary of missionary services, mis
sion and evangelism, for the General Board of Global Ministries. 

Have you ever felt the desire to make a difference in the world? 

BECOME A 

MISSIONARY 
Get connected to the missionary programs 

of The United Methodist Church. 

Enter into the discernment process with your application 

at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/connections/missionaries. 

Find additional missionary service opportunities and 

information for young adults at: http://gbgm-umc.org/youth. 

'~Global Ministries ~I. ~he United Methodist Church 

CONNECTING THE CHURCH IN MISSION 
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The 2012 General Conference, the denomination's top 
lawmaking body, will consider proposed changes for Unit
ed Methodist structure and policy. Two proposals have 
generated considerable response: consolidation of nine 
of the church's 13 general agencies under a 15-member 
board, and elimination of appointment guarantees for or
dained elders in good standing . 

Legislation to restructure the denomination originated 
with the Call to Action put forth by the Connectional Table. 
The Study of Ministry Commission drafted the legislation 
to alter" security of appointment " for elders. The proposed 
changes will be considered when the 2012 General Con
ference meets April 24 through May 4 in Tampa, Florida . 

Haiti: Building Homes 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and 
the Methodist Church of Haiti are working together to 
build 40 homes in two communities that were heavily af
fected by the 2010 earthquake in Haiti . World Hands Alli
ance and Homes for Haitians are also partners in the proj
ect. Each home has 40 square meters of interior space, 
a toilet, shower facility, kitchen facility, and water storage 
capacity. Twenty will be built in each of the communities 
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of Mell ier and Carrefour. Beneficiaries of the homes are 

participating in the building by clearing the original home 

foundations before construction begins and also are pro

viding support during the construction process. 

Donations to UMCOR Advance #418325, Haiti Emer
gency, help provide for continued recovery. 

DEATHS Lois Lehman, retired missionary with 7 

years of service in Sierra Leone, died November 14, 

2011 Lawson G. Lee, retired missionary with almost 24 

years of service in Uruguay and Peru , died November 23, 

2011 Ethel Lindell , retired missionary with 7 years of 

service in Sierra Leone, died November 30, 2011 Helen 
Brownlee, retired missionary w ith 40 years of service 

in Japan, died December 4, 2011 Ralph Wilde, retired 

missionary with almost 13 years of service in Brazil , died 

December 20, 2011 Martin Stettler, retired mission

ary with 9 years of service in Nigeria, died December 25, 
2011 Paul Bres, retired missionary with 38 years of ser

vice in northern Africa, died January 19, 2012 Ruth Stet
tler, retired missionary with 9 years of service in Nigeria, 

died January 27, 2012 . 

tA-Global Ministries ~I® \he United Methodist Church 







by Rachael Barnett 

" IT IS AN AWESOME TASK , BUT 

OUR GOD IS AN AWESOME GOD 

and a faithful one." This is how Bar
bara (Smith) Theis and her husband, 
Jack-retired Global Ministries mis

sionaries who served more than 35 
years, mostly in Korea-speak of 

their lifelong commitment to mis
sionary service. Barbara Anne Smith 

first accepted her call to mission in 
1956, when she began her service in 
Cuba . She and Jack met at the Scar
ritt Col lege for Christian Workers that 
year for their " short-term " mission

ary training . Barbara served 3 years in 

Cuba and Jack 3 years in Korea . Then, in 1959, they were married . In 1960, 

after additional training at Boston University, Barbara and Jack began a new 
mission assignment in Korea, where they served together with their family 

until their retirement in 1994. Today, Barbara and Jack help support other mis

sionaries of The United Methodist Church by giving through The Advance. 
The missionary community is diverse and global, just like The United Meth

odist Church . Second-mile giving through The Advance provides partnership 

support for more than 300 missionaries around the world . This support is vital 
in sustaining the continued mission of the church . Some United Methodist 

missionaries are Church and Community Workers serving in the United States, 
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where they work with immigrants 
and other marginalized communities. 
Others are young adults living out the 
gospel of Jesus Christ through their 
impassioned work for social justice. 
Still other missionaries may be Fili
pinos serving in Laos, Koreans serv
ing in the Philippines, or Colombians 
serving in Honduras. Today's mission
aries are from everywhere and they 
go everywhere they are needed. 

Providing Missionary 
Support 
Barbara Theis grew up in City Road 
United Methodist Church in Elizabeth 
City, North Carolina . Her mother en
couraged her involvement in mission 
at the church . So when Barbara and 
Jack made the commitment to serve 
as missionaries, the church decided 
to support them as they journeyed 
across continents to serve with 
people in Korea. 

"We know that funding is needed 
to keep mission alive and well," Bar
bara admits. "We greatly appreciate 
the covenant support we received 
through the years-largely from 
churches in my home conference in 
North Carolina and Jack's conferenc
es in East Kansas and Alabama . A few 
churches were large contributors, but 
more were small ," she added. "What 
mattered most was their enthusiasm 
for our work and their prayers for us 
that helped sustain it." 

Support for missionaries serving 
around the world is a priority for the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
United Methodist congregations and 
individuals have provided missionary 
support through The Advance for 
many years, building on the denomina
tion's imperative of making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transforma

tion of the world . When church 
members partner with missionar
ies, connections and relationships 
grounded in God's love are formed 

around the world. Such partnerships 
have sustained missionary service in 
the past, maintain it today, and are 
vital to the future of The United Meth
odist Church. 

When church members make a 
covenant to support a missionary 
with financial contributions and with 
prayers, the supportive relationship 
that results is not only with that mis
sionary but with the entire mission
ary community. In addition to financial 
support, the Covenant Relationship 
involves the sharing of concerns 
through communication and prayer. 
Missionaries serve on behalf of each 
other and all United Methodists, mak
ing this a truly connectional church . 

To begin a Covenant Relationship 
with a missionary, United Methodist 
churches are challenged to pledge at 
least $5 per member per year. The 
hope is that in time, as the relation
ship grows, the financial support will 
increase as well. Not only a church 
but also an individual can establish a 
covenant with a missionary for $500 
per year. Increased support for mis
sionaries through The Advance is a 
critical need for Global Ministries, as 
it ensures continued recruitment and 
commissioning of missionaries for 
service around the world . · 

A Continuing Connection 
The Rev. Charles McKenzie of City 
Road United Methodist Church cred
its Barbara and Jack Theis' lifelong 
witness as the reason his church is 
firm in its commitment to support 
missionaries today. Even after Barba
ra and Jack retired in 1994, this North 
Carolina church continued its sup
port for Global Ministries ' mission
aries through The Advance-help
ing to sponsor Walter and Patricia 
Ebert, who served in Haiti, and Hazel 
Terhune, who served in Japan. Today, 
City Road UMC supports Mozart 
Adevu, a missionary from Ghana in 
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western Africa. Adevu is serving as 
the Africa Regional Coordinator of the 
Sustainable Agriculture and Develop
ment Program for UMCOR, the Unit
ed Methodist Committee on Rel ief. 

City Road Church responds when
ever there is a need, welcoming the 
opportunity to care for others . The 
congregation expresses that care by 
sustaining Mozart Adevu in service 
through a Covenant Relationship . 
"The way in which Mozart explained 
how training in sustainable agriculture 
impacts a community boosted the de
sire of this church to be engaged," 
Rev. McKenzie says . "We may have 
limited resources, but there is a world 
beyond us that still needs our giving ." 

Mozart Adevu's ministry w ith sus
tainable agriculture is particularly ap
pealing to the City Road congrega
tion . His work training beekeepers 
continues to resonate with beekeep
ing farmers in the Elizabeth City area . 
Adevu 's missionary service inspires 
this congregation because he is not 

OPPOSITE PAGE TOP: Barbara and Jack Theis in 

the 1950s with the boys of Angel's Haven, an 

orphanage for South Korean street children 

Left orphans after the Korean War. 

PHOTO: COURTESY THE THEIS FAMILY 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Mozart Adevu (right) and 

Regine Mwanza llunga outside the Methodist 

church following Sunday Service in Kamina, 

DR Congo. PHOTO: JUDITH SANTIAGO 

ABOVE : Retired missionaries Barbara and Jack 

Theis. They served more than 35 years in 

Korea. PHOTO: COURTESY THE THEIS FAMILY 
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simply providing food to communi

ties in Africa but is teaching people in 
those communities how to grow their 

own food in sustainable ways. 
Rev. McKenzie reports thatAdevu's 

work has had a positive impact on the

church . "This congregation is forward
looking," he says proudly. " I th ink that 

is because Mrs . Theis came out of this 
church . Through her work, our mem
bers saw what missionaries were 

able to do in another country. Her work 
gave them a better understanding of 
other cultures." When church mem

bers welcome and support missionar
ies, he points out, they are acknowl

edging and more fully understanding 
the needs of the greater world . 

City Road UMC 

City Road United Methodist Church 
in Elizabeth City, NC, has an aver
age weekly attendance of around 

100 congregants. Together, they 
are faithfully committing $1,200 per 
year to Mozart Adevu 's support. This 

support maintains the connection 
between the church and the mis
sionary. Adevu sends the church pe
riodic updates about and pictures of 

his work. He visits the church once 
every three years, when he itinerates 
in the United States. During his vis

its, Adevu shares presentations with 
small groups, leads Bible studies, and 
preaches during worship . While City 
Road's covenant with Adevu creates 
one partnership in mission, it is instru

mental in enabling all missionaries to 
pursue their calling worldwide. While 

the church members' re lationship is 
with one missionary, their support is 

part of the system that undergirds the 

entire missionary community. 
Having begun with support for Bar

bara and Jack Theis decades ago, City 
Road's Covenant Relationship contin
ues to sustain a new missionary com

munity today. In tum, the Theises 
"give back" by supporting Gary and 

Cindy Moon, Korean missionaries 
presently serving in Thailand . The 

missionary calling is not on ly one 
of direct service but is also one of 
prayer, partnership, and giving. The 

Moons work with children affected 
by HIV/AIDS, whi le helping develop a 

growing United Methodist communi
ty in Thailand . "They are working with 

children in need today in Thailand," 
Barbara says, "as we did for many 
years in Korea." 

The Theises currently attend Tulsa 
Korean United Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma. "Mission should be a dy
namic, living, ongoing organism," Bar

bara insists. "First, we went to Korea 
to do mission," she says. "Now that 

Korean Methodists have established 

their own church, they are reaching out 

to the Korean immigrant community 
here. Together, we pray for and sup

port a f ledgling church in Thailand 

where the Moons are in mission ." 
"We appreciate that Covenant Re

lationships are possible for individu

als as well as for churches," Barbara 
continues. "This allows Jack and me 

to have such a relationship with the 

Moons in Thailand and to continue 
our supportive involvement with mis
sion in another country." 

Rachael Barnett works for Global Min
istries in Missionary Services, helping 
to resource Global Ministries' mission
aries and partner with The Advance 
on jundraising for missionary support. 
She is originally from Johnson City, 
Tennessee, and a member of the Holston 
Annual Conference. 

A BOVE: Mozart Adevu (right) and Isa iah Chot, 

of Ch ild Action Init iative, introduce a DR 

Congo community to th e cultivatio n 

and use of the Moringa plant. 

PHOTO: JUDITH SANTIAGO 

HOW WE SUPPORT A MISSIONARY ... 

REVENUE 

Apportionments 

Donated Gifts (The Advance) 

Endowed/Invested Gifts 

Contributions from Partner Site 

11a.11u1111:ra;11 
$20,216 38% 

$14,896 

$12,236 

$5,852 

$53,200 

28% 

23% 

11 % 

100% 
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ROAD UMC 

by Mozart Adevu 

THE COVENANT SUPPORT 

receive from United Methodist 

churches-such as City Road UMC 

in El izabeth City, North Carolina

provides the monthly income that 

meets my family's needs, covers 

the education of my children, and 

keeps me in mission. Besides, it is 

important to have a group of believ

ers often praying together for me 

and my family. During my travels, I 

know that I am being prayed for not 

only by family members back home 

but also by members of supporting 

churches like City Road . 

As I continue to share my mis

sion and ministry with the City Road 

UMC, the bond of friendship be

tween us deepens and is strength

ened. I believe members of the 

church are convinced that they are 

giving for a worthy cause. They 

know that their giving is reaching 

the very poor through my mission 

and that several thousand lives are 

being touched. After a recent pre

se,1tation of my work to the adult 

Sunday school classes at City Road, 

some church members openly 

commented on this connection. 

One example of City Road's 

commitment to mission is our mu

tual relationship-the sharing that 

takes place between me, as a mis

sionary, and individual members 

of the church . Becky and Kevin 

Morey, whom I had never known 

personally until my recent church 

visit. had always sent me greet

ing cards, especially at Christmas 

and Easter and on my birthday. The 

words sent were soothing and en

couraging . They included prayers 

and wishes of "love, joy, peace, 

good health, and good fortune." My 

most recent written greetings from 

the Moreys ended with the follow

ing wishes: "Take care of yourself. 

May God bless and go with you al

ways! Thanks again for all you do in 

the service of the Lord . Thank you 

for your hard work." Such words 

are high ly motivating and give me a 

warm sense of being appreciated . I 

believe all these wishes and prayers 

are heard and answered bY. God, so 

my mission continues to be inspired 

by God as others hold me in prayer. 

During my very first visit to City 

Road UMC in 2008, many mem

bers devoted time on a weekday af

ternoon to listen to me and to get 
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to know me personally. I had trav

eled to City Road with my daughter 

Selma. She was amazed at the re

ception we received and at the level 

of interaction we had after my pre

sentation. Several members of the 

church talked to her on a one-to-one 

basis and showed deep interest in 

her future . So Selma returned home 

with fond memories of the visit and 

remains pleased to be prayed for 

regularly by the City Road congre

gation . A sumptuous meal was pro

vided both on that visit and when I 

visited again on Sunday September 

11, 2011-the tenth anniversary of 

the World Trade Center's destruc

tion . City Road UMC gave me the 

opportunity to preach the sermon 

on that 9/11 anniversary-a day of 

great sign ificance in the lives of the 

American people . 

I have experienced much joy dur

ing my two visits to the City Road 

church. Indeed, I was received not 

as a stranger, but as a brother-a 

true member of that congregational 

family. 

Mozart Adevu is a United Methodist 
missionary serving in western Africa. 
He is the Africa Regional Coordinator 
for the Sustainable Agriculture and 
Development Program of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 

THE COST OF SENDING A MISSIONARY ... 

EXPENSE 

Salary/Health & Pension Benefits 

Mission Related Expenses 

Staff Support 

$38,836 

$10, 108 

$4,256 

$53,200 

73% 

19% 

8% 

100% 



THIS IS THE STORY OF A GLOBAL 

MINISTRIES ' MISSIONARY named 
Guillermo Berman, better known as 
"Willie ." Living just across the US bor
der in Reynosa, Mexico, Willie serves 

as the Mexican Methodist Border 
Mission Coordinator and works with 

a Mexican organization called Manos 
Juntas (Hands Together). His mission
ary task is to match United Method
ist volunteers from the United States 
with mission needs in Mexico. 

Since the US media began de

picting Reynosa as the epicenter of 

Mexican drug wars-a place of dangerous drug cartels and mass graves-the 
number of volunteers willing to work there has dropped by more than half. In 

2006, 74 US teams of about 1400 volunteers came to Reynosa . In 201 1, there 
were only 34 teams with 550 visiting volunteers . 

Looking for information about Reynosa before booking a flight there. one of 
us (journalist Nile Sprague) waded through alarming news reports of murders 

and kidnappings . Only after consulting Willie Berman did he decide it was safe 

to go. On arrival, he checked out the city, exploring the pedestrian promenade, 
eating in restaurants, visiting Methodist churches and health clinics, and talk
ing to the poor in the barrios. A strong security presence was obvious : armored 
vehicles in the streets, men in riot gear. With pale skin, blond hair, and profes

sional cameras hung around his neck, he was clearly not a local resident; but 

at no point in his visit did he ever feel unsafe. He realized then that the media 

had focused on one aspect of Reynosa, ignoring the fact that it was a thriving 
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city where thousands trav

eled to and from work, school, 

and church each day without 

incident. 

Berman's Holistic 
Ministry 
W illie Berman 1s too busy to 

focus on the media's exagger

ation of Mexico's problems . 

Along with the Methodist 

Church of Reynosa and Manos 

Juntas, he is bui lding casitas 
(little houses), rebuilding decay

ing churches, renovating chil

dren's schools, and hosting US 

Methodist volunteers. "My role 

as a missionary is to be in the 

middle of the church and the 

volunteers to help all of them 

understand what their roles are," Willie explained. "I 'm in the middle, match

ing the gifts and talents of the visiting volunteers with the needs of the church. 

When we match them, everyone gets the benefit of being part of a more ho

listic ministry for the community." 

Berman plans to invite United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) to 

come and help rebuild Reynosa's El Camino Methodist Church. A high water 

table and term ites have caused the church's wooden wal ls to warp and the 

structure to rot. "We want to construct a new concrete building," Berman ex

plains. " It will take several teams and one or two years to complete ." When 

the building is finished, it wi ll provide not only a place for worship but also an 

imp_roved community center. The center will continue its sewing classes while 

adding new programs, such as English and computer ski lls . Some classes will 

be free; others will charge a small but affordable fee so that the programs can 

become self-sufficient. Another part of Berman's job is to find a way to pro

vide equipment for these programs: sewing machines, fabric, computers, and 

school supplies. When asked what classes and programs the community cen

ter would offer, he said: "That depends on the abilities and skills of the local 

church members who will do the teaching ." 

Why Did You Do This? 
For 16 years, one local Mexican church leader, David Medrano Diaz, has been 

a pastor, a husband, and the father of two children, now ages 12 and 15. For 

the past eight years, Pastor Diaz has served the Methodist church in Reynosa . 

"When I began," he explained, "there were 30 members in the congregation. 

Now there are 130 ! " 
One of the first things Pastor Diaz did when he arrived was to form a com

mittee to assess his community's needs . "We walked around the commu

nity," he said, "going to people's houses and speaking with them about ways 

in which we could help them." Willie Berman added: "Community members 

need to see the church doing ministry for them." Even when some things are 
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provided by Manos Juntas, he says, 

he wants community members to as

sociate these gifts and services with 

their local Methodist church in order 

to further build the strength of the 

Methodist congregations . With the 

help of Manos Juntas and Berman, 

Pastor Diaz has been able to help the 

people in his community with food, 

medicine, transportation, and hous

ing . "When a doctor comes to the 

church, we invite people in the com

munity to come for a checkup," Diaz 

explained . "The consultation and the 

medications are free ." 

For those in the community who 

cannot attend the free checkup or 

miss their chance to do so, there is 

a Manos Juntas clinic that provides 

consultations and needed medica

tions for a small fee of 50 pesos 

(about $3.50) . It also does dental 

work for 100 pesos ($7 .00). Work

ing at the clinic for just over a year, 

Dr. Marisol Ruiz Acevedo, the clinic's 

general practitioner, explained: "The 

clinic is here not only to help treat 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Julian Otero and Willie 

Be rman (right). Berma n serves as the Mexican 

Methodist Border Missio n Coordinator. 

ABOVE LEFT: Pastor David Medrano Diaz 

serves t he Methodist church in Reynosa, 

Mexico. ABOVE : Willie Berman works with 

a Mexican o rganization called Manos Juntas 

(Hand s Together), matching vo luntee rs from 

t he US with missio n needs in Mexico. 

PHOTOS: NILE SPRAGUE 
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health problems but to prevent health 

problems by educating the population 

on how to take care of themselves." 

Education is an integral part of health 

care in this community, which suffers 

from high rates of diabetes, hyperten

sion, inflammation of the intestines, 

and respiration problems . 

When asked how the church and 

Manos Juntas helped the poor with 

continued to ask: 'Why dtd you do this? Manos Juntas doesn't know me and 

I don't know Manos Juntas.' I answered : 'We did 1t because God loves us all. 

God loves us very much .'" 

"Sweat Equity" 
"These are the types of low-income houses we're building for fam1l1es," Willie 

Berman said as he showed off one of the casitas. "Most houses here aren't 

outfitted with electricity or plumbing, but each does have an attic for storage." 

For all the recipients, the casitas are a vast improvement on the homes they 

lived in previously. They are not required to help with the basic construction, 

but Berman has implemented a program 1n which 

beneficiaries can contribute their own labor to have 

an extension put onto their casita-adding a proper 

kitchen or an extra bedroom. 

The goal 1n getting these impoverished people out 

of tents and cardboard shelters, Berman explains, ts 

to change not only their l1v1ng situation but also their 

lifestyle "We want to create a partnership with the 

el oc 
; BE 

A We 

families," he says, "1n which they are part of the pro- the 

cess of helping themselves. It's like Habitat for Hu- aoe tc 
manity's 'sweat equ1ty'-in this case, the beneft- ·orgrc 
c1aries contribute by learning and practicing better We 
nutrition, better health care, and better education for 

their children . We want to see that they are making 

an effort to improve themselves . Then we will come 
back and help them even more " 

The benef1c1anes don't necessarily have to be in

volved with the church or its educational programs 
Pl 

housing, Pastor Diaz told the follow- Along with Manos Juntas, Willie Berman and the church help everyone, re- Sa
11

, 

1ng story. "There was a family-a gardless of rel1g1ous belief. "We don 't base the program on their faith," Ber- and 
mother and three daughters-who 

lived in a house 1n such d1srepa1r that, 

when tt rained, the water would rush 

tn and all the furniture had to be lth

ed up to be kept dry When the chil

dren got Gut of bed they would wade 
through the water. 

"Th ts r nother had no husband 

She worked 1n a factory At first, she 
wouldn't accept any help She kept 

saying, 'We are poor We have noth

ing ' She didn 't understand why we 

wanted to help her since she wasn't 

part of the Methodist church . 

"I told her this was a benedtc
tton from God to her family," Pastor 

Diaz explained "We persisted and, 

eventually, she accepted our help 

In the end we rebuilt her house on 

higher ground She was grateful, but 

man points out. " We base 1t on their needs, but we want them to improve 

themselves . If we give a handout and nothing else, they are going to be wa1t-

1ng for the next handout When we give something, we also ask them to ta e 

respons1b1l1ty for their lives, like changing their diets, sending their tds to 

school, or cleaning up their homes and communities " 

A Sign of Things to Come 

Before the media began running stones about the dangers 1n Reynosa, vol

unteers from the United States bu tit between 100 and 160 cas1tas a year In 

2006, the total reached 194 "Very few cas1tas are bu tit now," e plained Julian 

Otero, Manos Juntas ' Operations Coordinator " Only 30 to 35 were built this 

year " Because the number of volunteers has shrunk, the building of cas1tas 

has been sacrificed to the butld1ng of community structures It e clinics and 
schools 

" Some teams want to but Id schools because that ts their calling, ' Otero 
observed "As a result, we but Id fewer cas1tas " One of the schools-a 1n

dergarten called Centros de As1stenc1a Infant// Comumtanos (Children's As

sistance Community Centers)-ts having an e tension added that will allow 

the school toe pand from 74 to 145 children "The children all receive a ree 

breakfast, thanks to the cafeteria we butlt, which was funded by he Uni ed 



lnd 

all. 

e." 
1ey 

Jn, 

ich 

Jut 
IS 

eir 

he 
ro
ju

lfi· 
ter 
for 
ng 

ne 

in· 
1$. 

re· 
er· 
ve 

Methodist Church of Arcola, Virgin
ia," Berman said . Volunteer teams 
from Arcola came three times in 2010 
to build walls, doors, windows, and 
the roof . A volunteer team returned 
in July 2011 , Berman noted, bringing 
30-plus volunteers to finish what they 
had started earlier-perhaps a sign of 
good things to come. 

A Well of Goodwill 
The f irst casita recipients were cho
sen because they had suffered trag
ic events. Two brothers, aged 9 and 
11, had witnessed their father kill 
their mother and then kill himself. Or
phaned, homeless, and traumatized, 
they were taken in by their grand
mother; but she lived in squalor, un
able to provide a proper environment 
for growing children. 

Working with the Methodist 
Church of Reynosa and with Manos 
Juntas, Willie Berman was able to 
have a casita built for the boys and 
their grandmother. During the build
ing process, the master mason no
ticed that the next-door neighbors
Santiago Flores, his wife Alejandra, 
and their four children-were living 

in a makeshift shack. The mason 
pointed this out to Berman, who then 
brought it to the church's attention . 
Together, they figured out a way to 
build a casita for the second family, 
too. 

As a day laborer in a place where 
work is scarce, Santiago Flores would 
leave his home early in the morning 
and come .back late at night, three or 
four times a week. He earned only 
1 50 pesos a day-hardly enough to 
support his family and much too lit
tle to afford improvements on his 
home. "This is how the Flores shack 
was built," Berman explained, refer
ring to the substandard construction . 
"They used blankets for a door be
cause they didn't have enough lum
ber. The lumber for the house was 
made from the wooden boxes that 
machines come in, and fences were 
made of industrial skids . That is very 
common in this area . At the time, we 
had very cold weather and the moth
er came out and sa id it was colder in 
her house than it was outside ." 

After the funds were allocated for a 
casita, Flores helped to build his own 
home. Because there was no water 
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source, the Method ist Church gave 
the family funds for a well , wh ich 
they now share with the ir neighbors . 
Santiago Flores expressed his fam i
ly's gratitude and happiness over their 
new home. He was especial ly than k
ful, he said, that there were fewer 
mosquitoes. 

"This is a part of what we do," W il
lie Berman concluded . "We give poor 
families a safer place to sleep and a 
healthier place to dwell . It's a beauti
ful thing." 

Gabriel Ramos-Rocchio is a freelance 
journalist, poet, and horticulturist in 
New York City. Nile Sprague is a free
lance journalist and photographer who 
works for nonprofit organizations in the 
developing world. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Manos Juntas Health Clinic 

practitioner, Dr. Marisol Ruiz Acevedo, with a 

patient. BELOW: Willie Berman at the site of 

the new EL Camino Methodist Church, built 

with the help of UMVIM teams from Okla

homa, Texas, Arkansas, and Michigan . 

PHOTOS: NILES SPRAGUE 
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by Mary Beth Coudal 

"THREE DAYS AFTER GETTING HERE , I have met numerous people, 
learned a few Mongolian words, attended church, visited both centers where 
we will serve, and joined about 10 people painting gates outside some gers 
(traditional tent dwellings) . I have also eaten local food , shopped at different 

markets for food and miscellaneous items, and learned that you must look 
both ways numerous times before you cross the street in Ulaanbaatar .... " 

Thus begins a newsletter from 
Matthew Roudebush, who is origi
nally from Bowling Green, Ohio. He 
is now a missionary in the Mission In
tern program of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. Roudebush is cur
rently living and working in Mongolia 
with the hospice team at the Chingel
tei United Methodist Center. At the 
center, Roudebush teaches songs, 
leads Bible studies, delivers ser
mons, and offers an English class . He 
is studying the Mongolian language. 

Mission Interns like Roudebush, 
who are serving abroad, and US2s, 
who serve for two years at mission 
sites in the United States, follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus. They pre
pare for whatever may lie ahead, lis
ten for God's guidance, and shed pre
conceived notions . Along the way, 
they learn from the local people they 
serve, while joining in a communal 
struggle to seek justice and mercy. 

Global Ministries currently em
ploys 15 US-2s and 23 Mission In
terns. While US-2s serve a two-year 
term in the United States, Mission In
terns serve approximately half of their 
three-year term of service in an inter
national placement and the other half 
at a placement in their home coun
try. Mission Interns may be United 
Methodists from countries outside 
the United States, though fluency in 
English is necessary since training is 
conducted in English. 

Both of these categories of mis
sion work were created for young 
people between the ages of 20 and 
30 who choose to work and live in 
connection with a United Methodist
partner organization, faith communi
ty, or institution . Some may work in 
urban settings with domestic work
ers who have been exploited. Oth
ers may care for children in daycare 
centers . Still others may serve as 
advocates for families in transitional 
housing. While the places in which 
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they work may vary from Cape Town, South Africa, to Lincoln, Nebraska, all 
young adult missionaries understand Global Ministries ' mission ph ilosophy
that missionaries serve with the people they hope to help, on an equal footing . 
Young adults in mission live and work in solidarity and accompaniment with 
community members-:-not forcing conversion through words but living out 
Jesus' ministry in deeds. 

In 2011, Global Ministries began commissioning Mission Interns on an an
nual basis rather than every other year or every third year. This continuing com
mitment to young people globally is one way the mission agency is seeking 
to increase opportunities for the larger church to e,ngage in mission outreach. 
US-2s and Miss ion Interns become like members of one family, living simply in 
their places of assignment, facing challenges, and staying connected with and 
supported by fellow young adults in mission. 

Community Building 
Each year, as the young adults prepare to 
embark on their mission journeys, they 
gather for three weeks of training and 
community building . They learn about lo
gistics, worship together, study the Bible, 
share their stories in small groups, talk 
about cross-cultural expectations, and ana
lyze systemic issues of justice and injus
tice. During this time of training, they form 
a community. 

Joy Prim considers the 24 missionaries with whom she trained-both 
US-2s and Mission Interns-to be her best friends. Prim values these friend
ships, formed as the group prepared for mission last summer at the faith
based retreat center in Stony Point, New York. " I'll do anything for them," she 
wrote on her blog, Living by God's Grace. "They have seen me through some 
of ·my darkest days. Age or distance between us is not an issue w hen it's a 
friendship with God in the middle," she concludes . ''I'm beginning to find my 
voice and confidence in challenging situat ions." 

Coming from a small town in the North Carolina mountains, Prim, a Mission 
Intern, now works in Hong Kong with the Mission for Migrant Workers . She is 
helping maids and nannies from the Phi lippines, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
Thailand, and Nepal regain their dignity after years of abuse, exploitation, and 

neglect. Prim helps plan for their physical and spiritual healing, assists them 
with legal issues, and speaks out against discriminatory policies . "You've got 
to have a passion for social justice and for addressing human rights violations," 
she points out, "but I'm quickly learning you've got to leave work at work. 
Separate yourse lf," she advises, "or it can tota lly pull you down." Prim main
tains her serenity by writing in her blog, working on a novel, swimming weekly, 
meet ing with a w ri ters' group, and Skyping with her grandfather. 

OPPOSITE PAG E TO P: Joy Prim, a m ission intern, w o rks in Hong Kong wit h the Mission for 

Migrant Workers . PH OTO : COURTESY JOY PR IM. OPPOSITE PAGE: Matthew Roudebush (far left) 

with Mongolian youth painting the gate. PHOTO: COURTESY MATTHEW ROUDEBUSH 

ABOVE LEFT: Joy Prim . RIGHT: Stephanie Kim ec. PHOTOS: MARY BETH COUDAL 
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Cultural Sensitivity 
Stephanie Kimec, a US-2 who was 
part of Joy Prim's missionary training 
class, found that the training in cul
tural sensitivity applied to situations 
in the United States as well as over
seas . " I have good days and bad days 
(I ca ll them the transitional blues)," 
Kimec said after her first four months 
working at Echo Park United Meth
odist Church in Los Angeles. "This is 
a very different culture for me," she 
continued . "I walked to work the first 
day I was here and was aware that I 
was the only white person wa lking." 
Kimec's guiding principal has been 
to show "kindness and dignity to all 
people ." 

In Kimec's work, she joins 50 to 
60 people who visit the Echo Park 
church for morning prayer, lunch, 
and coffee . There is "a great diver
sity," and "a cool fellowsh ip," she 
says. Kimec has intentionally sought 
out community-living situations and 

has studied Christian fellowship for 
years . One of her insights , she says, 
is the discovery that "immigration is 
not just a political issue, but a human 
rights and religious issue as well." 
Kimec's Spanish language skills have 
helped her to understand and advo
cate for the rights of the church 's im
migrant community. 

In Mission for Social Justice 
Many missionaries use social media 
to communicate with one another 
and to keep in touch with friends, 
fami ly members, and constituencies 

. I 
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back home. Readers of missionaries' 
biogs and Facebook updates can find 
frequent mentions of the daily chal
lenges and joys of working in mis
sion for social justice. In The Manila 
Envelope, Rachel Rebecca Berry, a 
Mission Intern from Illinois, writes 
about her encounters, discoveries, 
and concerns. 

"Ate Angie (Ate is a Filipino word 
that means 'older sister ' and is us.ed 
to show respect) was 60 years 
old when she was 'forcibly disap
peared,·" Berry reports . " She was 
attending a retreat out in the prov
inces when armed paramilitary men 
appeared and dragged her from the 
house while she was still in her pa
jamas. She was transferred from 

military camp to military camp, pris
on to prison, hidden from the media 
and her loved ones. Even at her age, 
she faced beatings and sexual ha
rassment at the hands of the prison 
guards. She pleaded with her tor
mentors, 2sking them, 'Would you do 
this to your mother? To your sisters?!· 
But her protest was met with mock
ery and laughter. She was in prison 
for six years and was only released 
last year." 

Sometimes missionaries issue 
challenges to one another through 
their on line connections. Last Thanks
giving, the class of young adult mis
sionaries, which included Prim and 
Berry, listed the things for which they 
were most grateful. On her blog, 
Katie's Kilobyte, Katharine Steele-a 
M1ss1on Intern from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

who is working as a youth coordina
tor in L'viv, the central city of west
ern Ukraine-listed among her top 40 
highlights: 
• The great outdoors . It's where I 

feel closest to God and most at 
home. 

• Singleness. Although many a 
time I am less than thankful 
about my single state, I have to 
admit it's pretty great at the mo
ment. It allows me to move my 
life halfway across the globe for a 
year-and-a-half. 

• American Missionaries. There 
are some questions only other 
Americans can answer and some 
emotions that only they will un
derstand. Having found so many 
others my age to hang out with 
and support is truly a God thing . 
On his blog, My Nicaraguense 

Mission Intern Expenence, Alex De
void-who is from Charlotte. North 
Carolina, and works with the Acci6n 

Medica Chnstiana (Medical Christian 
Action) in Nicaragua-listed the ways 
in which he is grateful for his new 
community: 

• I can buy fresh tortillas every morn
ing for 1 Cordoba (5 cents) . 

• When the rain falls . it's hard to 
hear anything over the sound it 
makes on the tin roof. 

• I sang in Spanish and English in 
front of a congregation . 

• I walk up a hill every morning to get 
to work, and when I turn around, I 
can see clouds resting in the val
ley of the mountains outside of La 
Dalia. 

• I see God in the faces, community, 
and beauty of a small town . 

Loving the Challenges 
On her blog, Katharine Steele writes 
about one very bad day that included 
her computer's breaking down. Frus
trated, she decided to open a sealed 
note from one of her Mission Intern 
classmates. "I read the card marked 
'For a Difficult Day' that my friend 
James Kjorlaug had given me before 
we left training," she wrote, "and 
received some much-needed encour
agement and a reminder that noth
ing is insurmountable when you have 
God on your side." 

Most young adult missionaries 
would recommend the US-2 and Mis
sion Internship programs to others 
who are considering missionary ser
vice, despite-and in some ways, 
because of-the challenges they 
present. Ashley Rosser, a US-2 from 
Corona. California. seNing in Fargo, 
North Dakota, works with college 
students through a campus minis
try as part of her assignment. Ross
er affirms: "I would recommend the 
US-2 program to anyone who wants 
to be challenged, to grow, and to be 
changed while helping to challenge, 
grow, and change others. As a US-2. I 
have been able to advocate, educate, 
and spread awareness of issues such 
as poverty, homelessness, and hun
ger I've engaged youth 1n opportuni
ties to work with community organi
zations to further their education (and 

TOP CENTER : Katharine Steele. 

LEFT Rachel Rebecca Berry. 

BOTTOM . Alex Devoid . 
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mine) about different issues. teaching people to fight 
the injustices first hand! " 

With current economic realities. many young peo
ple simply look for jobs, yet these young women and 
men look for justice. kinpness, and simplicity. Although 
their pay is at a subsistence level, they are motivated 
" to do justice, and to love kindness. and to walk hum
bly with [our) God. " (Micah 6:8) These young adults 
fortify one another. the church, and the global Chris
tian movement by working, learning, and teachi,ng 
while living with the poor in the communities in which 
they serve. Whether they're helping in a campus out
reach program in the Dakotas or staffing a conflict-res
olution center in the Middle East, all the young adult 
missionaries are moved by a spirit of accompaniment. 
justice, and Christian love. They are sent to live their 
faith and love the world in word and in deed while liv
ing as Jesus lived. Today, their numbers and impact 

are growing. 

Mary Beth Caudal is the staff writer for the General Board 
of Global Ministries. 

BELOW: Skyview photo of L'viv, the central city of 

western Ukraine. PHOTO: KATHARINE STEELE 
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To learn more about young adult 
missionaries, you can visit the biogs 

mentioned in this article . 

RACHEL REBECCA BERR Y, 
The Manila Envelope: 

http://themanilaenvlp.tumblr.com 

ALEX DEVOID , 
My Nicaraguense Mission Intern Experience: 

http://alexdevoid.blogspot.com/ 

STEPHANIE KIMEC , 
Desiring Shalom's Blog: 

http://desiringshalom.wordpress.com/ 

JOY PRIM , 
Living by God's grace, doing my best to follow: 

http://joyprim.wordpress.com/ 

MATTHEW ROUDEBUSH , 
mroude: 

http://mroude.wordpress.com/ 

KATHARINE STEELE , 
Katie 's Kilobyte : 

http://ksteeler319.wordpress.com/ 

i' 



38 NEWWORLDOUTLOOK .ORG 

,. 
The authof-~) Md her kl,..._ 
prttn0rit}on.1~trip. 

V\V\iver-stAry 
Ce\ebr-tAf ioV\s 

US-2 AND MISSION INTERN 

PROGRAMS MA RK MILESTONES 

by Christie R. House 

US-2s: 60 Years and Counting 
Now IN ITS 61 ST YEAR 0 F EXI STEN c E, the US-2 young-adult m ission

ary program was f irst established in 1951 by the Woman 's Division of Christian 

Service, one of the precursors of United Methodist Women . The program was 

originally modeled after the short-term young adult missionary programs de

veloped immediately after World War II by the Division of Foreign Missions of 

the Methodist Board of Missions . A-3s, J-3s, l-3s, and LA-3s were assigned for 

three years of service in Africa , Japan, India, or Latin America . US-2 originally 

stood for "us too, " a 2-year term of mission service in the United States. The 

program was open only to women when it began. 

The first class of US-2s in 1951 was composed of 40 college graduates 

from 18 states. They met together at Scarritt College for Christian Workers 

in Nashville for training . They were assigned to work in community centers, 

ch ildren 's homes, kindergartens, nursery schools, and "interracial projects " 

across the country. Some served as rural community workers, dietitians, 

and social-religious workers for urban projects and hospitals. They included a 

WAVE (women's US Navy division during WW II), a WAC (women's US Army 

division), a librarian, a flori culturist, a professional photographer, a daughter of 

a mink rancher in Alaska, and the daughter of an Iowa congressman. 

Today, the US-2 program is open to both men and women between the 

ages of 20 and 30 . Those w ho served as US-2s generally agree that their two 

years of service helped to shape their lives and career choices long after they 

completed their work in the program . 

" I grew up in a working class family," said Rachel Harvey, who served as a 

US-2 from 2004 to 2006. Originally from Pennsylvania , Harvey was assigned to 

direct Coffeeloft.org in Vermillion, South Dakota . "Choosing to be a US-2 and 

live on $200 a month (when my rent, 

food, and transportation were covered) 

wasn't a huge issue , " she said, "be

cause I'd seen my mom do it my 

whole life . As a Christian, seeking 

to emulate a radical freedom fighter 

like Jesus, it was safe for me in our 

capitalist culture to be a US-2 because 

it gave me a reason to live below 

my means . 

Harvey continues : " The challenge 

for me came when I finished my ser

vice and was offered a salary with ben

efits above a living wage. That was 

when the challenge of being in com

munity with someone like Jesus really 

hit me." Today, Harvey is a deaconess 

and serves as the Associate Execu

tive Director of the Reconciling Minis

tries Network in Chicago, Illinois. 

THIS PAGE LEFT TO RIGHT: US-2s at the com 

missioning serv ice in 2010. PH OTO: CASSAN

DRA ZAM PINI; US - 2 Louise Leutner worked 

with a ki ndergarten class in the US Virgin Is

l ands, 1977 . PHOTO : N EW WORLD OUTLOOK; 

Emily Harry, US-2 in Chicago, 2004. 

OPPOSITE PAGE LEFT TO RIGHT: The most re

cent class of US-2s and Mission Interns, com

missioned at t he lnt erchurch Center in New 

York, 20 I I . PHOTO: CASSANDRA ZAM PINI : 

Members of t he first class of Mission Interns, 

197Z PHOTO: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK; Joseph 

Bradley, Mission Intern, 2010 - 2012, in his 

Cambodia assignment. PHOTO: COURTESY 

JOSEPH BRADLEY 
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Leh co "Bht, Mirnon Interns Mark Harrison, Deborah Huncmscon, Norman Fons. 

Mission Interns Celebrate 3 5 Years of Service 
In August 1977, the Mission Intern Program. developed by the former World 

D1v1s1on of the General Board of Global Ministries, began with a class of 20 US 

college graduates recruited through campus ministry and seminary networks . 

After a three-month course of training, the m1ss1on interns were assigned to 

15 months of "work-study" with United Methodist and ecumenical mission 

partners overseas in Africa. Asia. the Middle East. and the Caribbean This 

term was followed by a year of service in the United States with United Meth

odist and ecumenical agencies that worked 1n international affairs . 

This first class of M1ss1on Interns was trained for a very spec1f1c purpose . 
The 1979 m1ss1on study was on " Human Rights and the International Order." 

The m1ss1on 1nternsh1p e perience was designed so that the returning interns 

could provide leadership for the study. Eighteen of the 20 rrnss1on interns 

contributed essays on their e periences for a book entitled Prmc1pal1ttes and 

Powers and People. which served as curriculum for the study The interns also 

served as study teachers. 

On the program 's 10th anniversary, Ruth Hams. the World Div1s1on execu

tive who directed the program at that time. told New World Outlook reporter 

James R Owen: "Our approach was to let the Third World teach us. instead of 

the other way around." She described this approach as a "reverse missionary 

flow"-an opportunity for the North American church to learn more about the 

cond1t1ons and problems affecting the rest of the world . Hams also said that 

when the program began. the World Division wasn't sure 1t could find young 

people who would commit to three years of service on a subsistence salary. 

However. money wasn't the priority for many young adults. then or now. 

Today, the M1ss1on Intern Program works 1n much the same way as 1t did in 

1977. The work placements have changed 1n some cases . The program 1s now 

open to United Methodists from countries other than the United States . And 

he terms of seNlce are now balanced to 18 months overseas and 18 months 

1n the country of origin . 
Missionary service may mean paring down one's belongings, but the trend 

award simple living seems to resonate with young people. said Crickett Nico

v1ch . a M1ss1on Intern from M1ss1ss1pp1 whose term of service ended 1n 2008. 

"L1v1ng as a m1ss1onary isn't much different from living as a student." she 

observed, "so making the leap from 

one to the other wasn't that diffi
cult. It's really not about the money. 

It's about learning in school when 

you 're a student and learning in the 

real world when you're a mission

ary." N1cov1ch worked as a Mission 

Intern 1n South Africa with SHADE. 

a faith-based mission for displaced 
people . She is presently an outreach 

and advocacy associate at RESULTS 

Educational Fund 1n Washington. DC. 
Six out of eight of the Mission Interns 

from N1covich 's class currently work 

in faith-based or nonprofit advocacy 
organizations . 

Through the next quadrennium. 
the General Board of Global Minis

tries has renewed its commitment 

to provide short-term mission service 

opportunities for young adults. The 

need for trained and experienced mis

sion leaders in the church demands 

nothing less . 

Chri tie R. House is the editor of ew 
World Outlook magazine. 17iank to 
Mary Beth Caudal, staff writer for 
Global Mini trie , wlw co11tributed 
i11ten iews with Janner young adult 
missio11aries for thi story. 
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THE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH IN TANZAN I A 

AN 

Story and Photos by Gail V. Coulson 

THE LAND OF MANGAE MKAKAZI 

in southeast Tanzania has become 
dry, parched, and desert-like. In 2011, 

there were no refreshing August 
rains, which are essential to sustain
ing life until the drenching rains arrive 
in February. This short-term climate 
variability is an inevitable part of lon
ger-term climate change. After the 
February rains, these dry-bones flood
plains explode in a burst of wildflower 
color, and tall green grass once again 
covers the landscape. Until then, 
the scattered bleached bones of im
pala, zebra, buffalo, and wildebeest 
litter the plains of Mikumi National 
Park, picked clean by vultures. A lone 
hippopotamus, covered in mud in a 
fast-shrinking water hole, is a stark re
minder of what the people of this re
gion must also endure at such times . 

These are the Morogoro highlands 
where the Maasai, one of Africa 's no
madic tribes, arrived from Kenya cen
turies ago, following the Rift Valley 

south . Here they made their stand to f ight for their way of life, tenaciously 
defending their pastoral lifestyle and culture before losing power to coloniz
ers, who built railways and fenced off large areas for game reserves and na
tional parks. Today, the savannas of East Africa, which supported the Maasai's 
traditional migration with the seasons, are severely limited . The harsh reality 
of scarce natural resources is forcing the people to change their way of life. 
As a small minority among 
the expanding populations 
of Tanzania, the Maasai are 
confined to land allocated to 
them by the Tanzanian gov
ernment. Still, while clinging 
to their culture and customs 
and struggling to maintain a 
special relationship with the 
land and cattle, the Maasai 
also possess an openness 
to explore new relationships 
and ways of life . 

It was in the Morogoro savanna that the Maasai first encountered United 
Methodist missionaries. These missionaries had come with an awareness of 
the changing climate and parched earth and a concern for the people and ani
mals affected . Unlike the tourists seeking "a safari adventure," the United 

Methodist missionaries had ventured far off the park road through dry shrub to 
get to the Maasai communities. 
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The Community Off the Road 
The year 2012 marks 20 years since 
the arrival in Tanzania of four pioneer 
missionaries from the North Katan
ga Annual Conference. of The United 
Methodist Church in the DR Congo. 
The Rev. Mutwale Ntambo Wa Mush
idi and his wife, Kabaka Ndala Al
phonsine, along with the Rev. Umba 
llunga Kalangwa and his wife, Ngoy 
Mulunga Kalangwa, were well pre
pared for this work by the Methodist 
Faculty of Theology in Mulungwish i. 
Both couples had solid experience in 
a variety of ministries. In 1992, they
with their young children-were sent 
by Bishop Ngoy of North Katanga to 
plant churches and establish mission 
work in Tanzania . In 1999, pastors 
Umba and Mutwale had been com
missioned as General Board of Global 
Min istries' missionaries, while Ngoy 
and Kabaka were commissioned in 
April 2007. Together they helped 
Tanzanians establish what is known 
today as the Tanzania Provisional An
nual Conference of The United Meth
odist Church . This growing Christian 
community comprises congregations 
in six districts-Kigoma, Kasula, Dar 
es· Salaam, Geita, and Morogoro. 

When outreach among the Maasai 
people began, some Maasai traveled 
a long way to attend worship servic
es at the established United Meth
odist church in Morogoro. Now they 
have their own congregation in Man
gae Mkakazi village under a student 
pastor-one of their own . His task of 
building the Mkakazi Maasai congre
gation is strengthened by visits from 
Rev. Kalangwa, whose wife Ngoy is 
assisting the Maasai preschool teach
er. The congregation looks forward 
to moving their ministries into their 
own building, which is nearing com
pletion . Many United Methodist Vol
unteer-In-Mission (UMVIM) groups 

and individuals have found serving in 
God's mission with the Tanzanians to 

Ne. World Outlook MAR c H 1APR1 L 2 o, 2 4, 

be life-changing. Some United Meth
odist churches send volunteer teams 
each year to continue projects, like 
the new church in Mangae, step-by
step, as time and resources allow. 

For the community today, staying 
in one place has become essential 
for safety. While parents still want to 
pass on parts of their nomadic tradi
tions to their children, a temporary 
shelter made by weaving bushes 
together is no longer adequate for 
children's educational needs or as a 
place of worship. Now that a trading 
and bartering lifestyle is less viable, 
money management is another new 
challenge-one that the Morogoro 

congregation can help the Mkakazi Maasai congregation master. 
Here in the Mangae Mkakazi village, the elders gather with Pastor Umba to 

discuss the community's priorities for the new multipurpose. one-room build
ing. UMVIM teams have raised funds to purchase goats and cows to benefit 

the families . Some volunteers have also come to conduct separate seminars 
on HIV/AIDS for the Maasai men and women of the village . 

Mission Development 
When Mutwale and Kabaka arrived in Tanzania, they were initially assigned 
to Tabora for three years, followed by seven years in Kigoma. In 
2002, Rev. Mutwale was sent to Dar es Salaam as the Bish
op's Legal Representat ive, the district superintendent. and 
pastor of the Chang'ombe First United Methodist Church of 
Dar es Salaam . 

Currently, supervision of UMC activities includes build
ing churches in three villag'es of the Kasula District and ad
ministrative work with ordained and local pastors and district 
superintendents for planting new ch urches in the Kilimanjaro 
region . Also pressing is the purchase of land for an ade
quate church center infrastructure in Tanzania's busiest 
port city, Dar es Salaam . Church members have begun 
making bricks in the hope that others will join them in 

this challenge. 

OPPOSITE PAGE TOP: Rev. Yinisi Kulanga is 

the first Tanzanian woman pastor of the UMC. 

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM: The highlands 

of the Morogoro valley, Tanzania. 

TOP: The Rev. Umba Llunga Kalangwa and 

Ngoy Mulunga Kalangwa, DR Congo 

missionaries to Tanza nia. 

BOTTOM: UM missionary, the Rev. Mutwale 

Ntambo Wa Mushidi , Dar es Salaam, Tanzania . 

I 
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Kabaka Alphonsine is Coord inator 
of Women's Act ivit ies and Tra ining 

for the Tanzania UMC, and she serves 

as director of the UMC Preschool in 

Dar es Salaam. She also preaches at 
women's events. As pa rt of her work, 

she has organ ized the Women 's Sew 
ing Project of the Chang 'ombe First 

UMC. Her vision is to enla rge th is 

w ork, given increasing demand, and, 

along with livel ihood education, to 
provide health education, guidance, 
and spiritual nurture . 

Umba and Ngoy Kalangw a have 
been based in Morogoro since their 
arriva l in Tanzania. Rev. Umba plac
es his emphasis on plant ing new 

chu rches, strengthening Christ ian 
congregations, training pastors, and 
overseeing church construction . He 
also serves as director of the Wesley 
Primary School in Morogoro, w hich 
now has seven classrooms and an 
administration building-thanks to 

UMVIM who assisted with the con
struction . The planting of churches 
contin ued in 2011 , w ith two new 

Christ ian congregations established 

at Kihonda and at Mangae Mgodini (a 
second Maasai community) . 

Ngoy Kalangw a is the coordinator of United Methodist schools . She helped 

to establish preschools in rural areas such as Morogoro, Dodama, and Mangae 

Mkakazi, where until recently there had been no school. She is also the direc

tor of the Suzannah Wesley Training & Hea lth Center in Morogoro, which pro
vides two three-month training terms a year in tie-dying and sewing skills for 

unemployed and disadvantaged women and girls. Some receive a sewing ma

chine, enabling them to start a business. As women gather for this and other 

programs, the mission team uses the opportunity to raise their awareness on 

health topics, such as malaria and HIV/AIDS. 

Refugee Congregations 
Kigoma is one of the Tanzan ian regions that, since 1994, has 

hosted multiethnic refugee camps, necessitated by the vio

lence in Africa 's Great Lakes Region . Refugees from Burun

di, Rwanda, and the DR Congo reside in different camps. The 

UMC is growing in the Kigoma camps, where thousands are 

church members . Five ordained pastors and five churches 

serve the Nyarujusu Camp for Congolese refugees, and five 

churches with 11 orda ined pastors serve the Mutabila Camp 

for Burundian refugees . Rev. Mutwale reported that Unit

ed Methodist delegates from the camps attended the June 
2011 Tanzania Annual Conference held in Morogoro. 

The Tanzanian church has been in ministry with orphaned 

children and provides w idows with assistance for food and 
cloth ing. Over the years, Kabaka and Ngoy-both tra ined 
midwives-have assisted with some births in the camps. 

Care for refugees has weighed heavy on the hearts of the 

missionaries. The need is acute and the resources few. 

Hope for Things to Come 

By its very nature, the gospel compels those who know it to share the mes
sage of God 's saving grace, grounded in the cross . The significance of God 's 

work of reconci liation is relayed in the care of vulnerable groups of refugees, 

women in distress, orphans, street children, and other disadvantaged peo

ple. Many respond to spiritual care and an opportunity to improve their lives 
through train ing, life ski lls, and health-awareness programs. 

The church thirsts for God's life-giving spirit, just as, in the dry season, the 

Maasai long for a thunderstorm to break the drought. They rejoice when the 

dry bush and dusty earth are transformed into soaked land, sprouting green 
grass w here none existed before . As long as their hope is confirmed with 
something green, they w ill continue to survive. 

Gail V Coulson is an executive secretary for Africa in Mission Relationships. 
Originally from South Africa, Coulson served Global Ministries ' China Program 
for 20 years in missionary service, based in Hong Kong, before joining the agency's 
staff in 2 000. 

ABO VE: Mrs . Kabaka Ndala Alphonsine, United Methodist missionary 

in Tanzan ia (far right). oversees the Women's Sewing Project of the 
Chang'ombe First UMC, Dar es Salaam. 
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Sowing Skills 
a United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)-Bangladesh Rural 
Advancement Committee (BRAC) story, supplied by BRAC and taken from 
UMCOR's Haiti Progress Report: Two Years Later. 

Meet Yolette Felix, 
46, who lives in Bon
nette with her hus
band and five children . 
Her house collapsed in 
the 2010 earthquake. 
Her husband is work
ing odd jobs as a me
chanic and brings 
home income if he is 
able to get work. Yo
iette used to sell old 

Yolette Felix in her backyard garden. PHOTO: BRAC clothes in the market 

until she joined the UMCOR/BRAC Agriculture Extension Project as a veg
etable farmer. 

After Yolette was selected to participate in the project. she attended a 
day-long training session facilitated by a Bangladesh Rural Advancement 
Committee (BRAC-Haiti) team of agronomists and junior agronomists. Upon 
completion of the training, she received two types of vegetable seeds (to
mato and pepper) and two types of fruit seeds (papaya and guava). along 
with gardening tools such as a shovel and a watering can. 

Yolette then prepared seed beds for planting on land near her family's 
homestead. She is planning to use the fruits and vegetables she grows 
for her family's consumption and will sell any surplus in the market. When 
asked how she .will manage the sale of the produce. Yolette replied confi
dently, " I know from experience how to sell things in the market." 

Yolette is happy to be getting support for her garden activities from the 
UMCOR/BRAC partnership program. She regularly attends bimonthly com
munity meetings and receives weekly visits from the BRAC agronomists 
and junior agronomists. Yolette and her family are taking great care of their 
young seedlings . She hopes to develop a successful business as a vegeta
ble grower and earn an income that will support her family. 

1~Global Ministries ~I ., ~he United Methodist Church 

The General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
Website: http://gbgm-umc.org 212-870-3600 

CONNECTING THE 
CHURCH IN MISSION 

A Story of Survival from Typhoon Washi 
an UMCOR story 

While many in the Philippines were celebrating Simbang Gabi (nine days 
of evening mass to celebrate the beginning of Christmas) on the night of 
December 16, flash floods raged through towns in the southern Philippine 
island of Mindanao, catching many by surprise . 

Eusevia Cortez. an 82-year-old 
woman. is one survivor of the flash 
floods that swept away almost her 
entire neighborhood in the city of 
lligan . Thousands of people expe
rienced the same nighttime floods 
that were caused by Typhoon Sen
dong (Washi). Cortez had lived in a 

small bamboo home for years until Eusevia Cortez receives emergency 

the water washed it all away. On that supplies from an UMCOR volunteer. 

fata l night. strong rain came. followed PHOTO : UMCOR PHILIPPI NES 

by a powerful wind . Then the rampaging flood rolled through town . Cortez 
tried to ca ll out for help, but the roaring water drowned out her voice . She 
cried out to God for help. Nothing was left after the waters receded . Cortez 
lost her home and all of her belongings . She has no idea how she survived 
and attributes her survival to God. 

Starting over again is not easy for an 82-year-old woman who struggles 
to make ends meet. Cortez will need a lot of help to recover. Today, she 
is thankful for the help that UMCOR extended to the su rvivors of Typhoon 
Was hi . 

To help UMCOR provide further assistance to Eusevia Cortez and other 
survivors of Typhoon Washi, give to UMCOR Advance #240235, Philip
pines Emergency. 
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Barbara and Jack Theis 
by Barbara Theis, a retired missionary who served in 
Korea with her husband, Jack Theis,for 35 years 

WE MET AT SCARRITT BENNETT in the sum
mer of 1956 at a missionary train ing . Jack, from 
Kansas, was going to Seoul , Korea, to work in 
the mission business office . I was a Spanish and 
French teacher in Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 
and was headed to Colegio Buenavista in Havana, 
Cuba . The years 1956 to 1959 were tumultuous 
years of revolution in Cuba . It was a crucial time to 
be in mission there. 

By 1959, Jack had gathered 100 boys from the 
street into a home called Angels ' Haven in Seoul , 
which boarded, fed, and schooled them. My as
signment, Colegio Buenavista in Havana, on the 
other hand, was an el ite Women's Division bilin
gual school for kindergarten through high school 
where I boarded and lived with the girls. 

Jack and I made the decision to marry on the 
condition that I return with him to Korea where the 
boys at Angels' Haven were waiting . We were off 
to Seoul in 1960. I gave birth to our first son, Jay, 
during that time, and to Matt 22 months later. I 
taught English at a Methodist school for refugees 
from Pengyang, where I was the only woman on 
the faculty. 

Barbara and Jack Theis with a group of Amerasian boys in Korea, 1970s. The Theis couple helped the boys make the transition 

to live with sponsoring families in the United States. PHOTO : COURTESY THE THEIS FAMILY 

In 1968 we adopted Patricia and were surprised with Deborah 10 months 
later. My last 10 years in Seoul were spent on the faculty of the Methodist 
Theological Seminary in Seoul. We left in June 1993 and officially retired 
January 1, 1994. 

During our last years in Seoul, Jack was assigned to Kwang Lim Meth
odist Church . Even though we each had individual assignments, we always 
worked together as a couple and as a family. Our children feel very con
nected to Korea and to mission. 

1~Global Ministries ~I® ~he United Methodist Church 
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Education 
"Before I joined the Claflin family, I was 
very shy and allowed others to make 
decisions for me. Through the guidance 
I received, I developed a great sense of 
self and I have emerged an academically 
responsible person." 

- Jessica Baker 

Empowerment 
"Dillard's small, family-like community 
was just what I needed. My four years 
at Dillard broadened my perspective of 
what I could become. The faculty and 
staff at Dillard also embraced me, while 
challenging me all the way." 

- The Rev. Denise Smartt Sears 

Excellence 
"My academic advisor and 
professors, taught me that to be a g 
leader means to be a good list 
hardworking student and selec 
follower. My education prepared me 
be a leader in the church." 

The Black College Fund Schools: 
• Bennett College for Women • Bethune-Cookman University • Claflin University 

•Clark Atlanta University •Dillard University • Huston-Tillotson University • Meharry Medical Colle 
• Paine College • Philander Smith College • Rust College • Wiley College 

Learn More: 
The Black College Fund 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
The United Methodist Church 
bcfumc@gbhem.org (e-mail) 
http://www.gbhem.org/bcf 
Forfree resources to promote the Black College Fund, visit www.umcgiving.org/bcf 
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I.. Open hearts.Open minds. Open doors 

~ The people of The United Methodist Church 
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1 show your support, text SWAT to 27722, 
1n our petition and give a voice to the voiceless. 

lp urge action from Congress, to continue funding for malaria 

p grams until the end of preventable deaths from malaria. 

:ause when it comes to saving lives, we all have a part to play. 

~ether, we will SWAT malaria! 

lmagineNoMalaria.org 




