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HUMAN NATURE 

This issue was a joy to work on-agriculture, community gardens-so many 
lush photos of green life. beautiful flowers, mountains. and fields. These are 

the earth's precious, life-giving resources. gifts from God. Raising awareness about 
these resources-learning how to better maintain and renew them and to reduce 
the ways in which we waste them-is a vital mission for the church to embrace. 
As Pat Watkins points out in "Why Should Christians Care About God 's Creation?" 
(p.12) our relationship to God, our relationship to one another. and our relationship 
to God's creation. the earth, are so intertwined that one cannot be altered without 
affecting the others. 

Happy and hopeful articles-about agricultural programs, clean-water resourc
es. sustainable ways to produce energy and reduce waste, and tips from the UMW 
Green Teams on how to make personal changes to help the environment-present 
ways we can work with nature for the benefit of all . The climate-change articles, 
however, tell us we have a long way to go to overcome our human nature in order 
to reverse and heal damage we've already done. It was news to me that Glacier 
National Park will have no more glaciers in about 10 years. and that European set
tlers in this country hunted and killed the Passenger Pigeon to extinction. 

As I write this at the end of May, the first signs of the enormous oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico are washing ashore in Louisiana. I cannot imagine what the Gulf 
shorelines will look like in July, when our readers receive this magazine. There are 
more than 6,000 offshore oil platforms, active and retired, along our shores. Just 
one of them, carelessly handled, has destroyed so much of our eco-system. It will 
take many, many years for the earth to heal from this. But even this will not be 
enough to shake us off our oil standard of living. Our confounded human nature
happy to accept ease and comfort, willing to forget the price for such comfort, and 
lulled into compliance by choosing to listen to the very voices that gain the most 
from our oil dependence-our human nature is so difficult to transform. 

I believe we are seeing what happens when God is left out of the people-to
earth relationship. Too long we have been lording dominion over the earth, as if 
humans replaced God in the equation. Nature yields to our awesome power, and 
that is why w e need God so desperately. God has the power to transform even 
human nature, and in doing so, to save all of creation . Yield to God's higher power. 

Christie R. House 
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PoHcard~ from t~e Women~ nBembly in ITTiBouri, npril 29 to may 2, 2010 

Photo captions: 

1 United Methodist Women join with 
other supporters of immigrant rights 
for a rally at Kiener Plaza in St. Louis 
during the Women's Assembly. 
Photo Mike DuBose/UMNS 

2 Members of the Community Perfor
mance Ensemble of the Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House dance 
during the United Methodist Women 's 
Assembly. Photo: M ike DuBose/UMNS 

3 Participants in the march in support of 
immigrants ' rights. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey/Response 

4 Harriett Jane Olson, Deputy General 
Secretary of the Women 's Division (left} 
and Dr. Dana Robert, Truman Collins 
Professor of World Christianity and 
History of Mission, Boston University 
School of Theology, on a panel discus
sion at the Mission Forward event, 
April 29. Photo: Cassandra Zampm1 

5 A Plenary session at the Women 's 
Assembly. Pho to: Cassandra Zampim 

6 A member of United Methodist 
Women carries trash bags filled with 
garbage collected by dozens of women 
who fanned out through downtown 

St. Louis, M issouri, on April 29, 2010. 
She and hundreds of other women 
volunteered for a variety of activities 
as part of an all-day Ubuntu Dav of Ser
vice preceding the 2010 Assembly of 
United Methodist Women in St. Louis. 
Photo Paul Jeffrey/Response 

7 lnelda Gonzalez, the president of United 
Methodist Women, enjoys a visit with 
children in the daycare program of 
the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House in East St. Louis, Illinois. The 
visit was part of an all-day Ubuntu Day 
of Service. Photo. Paul Jeffrey/Response 



THE EARTH 
by Tweedy Sombrero 

I t used to be that Native Americans 
cared for the earth like no others. 
Not only did we believe that we 

came from the earth, but we liter
ally bel ieved that the earth was our 
mother. Then, as time passed on and 
human technology abounded, we 
began to get careless and reckless 
in our way of life . Now our caring for 
the earth seems to have dropped by 
the wayside. 

A few years back, there was a TV 
commercial featuring an old Indian 

man who stepped out of his canoe 
and looked at the waste around him. 
In the background was an industrial 
plant polluting the waters . Trash was 
everywhere. The camera would then 
zoom in and show the Indian man as 

he shed one tear. What a statement 
that was! It showed how the earth 
was hurting while being destroyed 
by human hands. 

Our Native American way of car
ing for the earth is no longer part of 
our teachings. The only ones who 
seem really affected by the destruc
tion of the earth are the old ones. 
Yet, unbeknownst to us, we too 
are being affected. It is time for us 
to get back into teaching about the 
earth, because we came from the 
earth and to the earth we w ill return . 
We are taught on Ash Wednesday, 
when we receive ashes on our fore
heads, that we are only dust and our 
bodies will return to dust. 

Yet, in our daily lives, we don 't re
flect on those sentiments. We don 't 
grasp the fact that, one of these 

days, our lives will be dramatically 

Spider Rock-part of the na tural Navajo 
Fortress that afforded long protection 
to the Dine people in Canyon de Che!ly, 
Arizona. Photo. Ctavron Esterson 
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Cliff Dweller-Canyon de Chelly National Park, Arizona. 

changed . We 'll find that we won 't have an unspoiled, fru itful earth to leave to 
our children . Even now, our whole environment is being degraded because we 
neglect our responsibility to care for it. Everything in nature is being polluted 
and destroyed in the wake of our new ways of living. We want things fast and 
simple. We want an easier way of life . Living in a throw-away society indulges 
us in all that. but at what expense? 

WHY WE SHOULD CARE 
So why should we care? Why should we pay attention to the increase of pol
lution, not only in the ground but in the water and the air? We may not follow 
our old ways anymore. We may not live close to land the way we used to do. 
But we need to start taking action now because, if the earth as we've known 
it ceases to exist, we won't exist either. Do we rea lly care about and love o.ur 
children's children? Do we really want a future for them? Most of all, do we 
really love God as we have always professed to do? 

We are told that. in the beginning, God made the world and "indeed, it was 
very good." (Genesis 1 :31) God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 
"to till it and keep it." (Genesis 2: 15) God gave them domin ion over every liv
ing thing. (Genesis 1 :26-31 ), wanting human beings to care for the earth and 
its inhabitants . But with human disobedience and rebellion came a sinful dis
regard for the earth. Human selfishness and lust for power are fast leading to 
the destruction of the natural world . 

GOO'S MANDATE TO US 
Sometimes, when I talk about caring for the earth, my church members pro
test. Some say that we don't have to worry about the earth nor do we need 
to care for it. because God will do that. Yet God mandates that we care for the 
earth . I'm also told that nothing bad is happening in nature-for example, that 
there is no climate change going on . Yet in the news we hear about the ice 
caps melting in Alaska and Native people losing their homeland because snow 
is melting at an alarming rate . News reports also remind us that polar bears 
are being affected because their way of life .is being threatened by the melting 
of the ice. There is destructive change happening all around us, and we need 
to take notice. 
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When I was young, my grandfather 
told me that a day would come when 
we could no longer tell the seasons 
apart. I think that day is here. Last fal l 
the leaves didn't change color and fall 
off the trees in time for winter. Ice is 
melting when and where it shouldn't 
be. We are having spring in w inter 
and winter in the middle of spring. 
We have a responsibility to stop these 
destructive changes. 

In 2 Corinthians 5:17, we read 
that the Creator God sent his only 
Son to usher in a new creation by his 
death on the cross. "So if anyone is 
in Christ, there is a new creation .... " 
Forgiven, we can act to protect God's 
earth in practical ways as a witness to 
our Savior. As new creations in Christ. 
we have the ability to reduce our de
pendence on earthly things, to reuse 
what we can to save energy, and to 
recycle the blessings we have been 
given to give them new purpose. 

We still have God's mandate be
fore us-to care for the earth. If we 
truly love God, as we profess, then 
we need to step up to the plate and 
follow God's will for our lives. And 
that. my friends, includes our caring 
for the earth . If we do our part, then 
we are not only renewing our own 
lives but we are also giving that same 
chance of new life to our children, our 
grandchildren, our great-grandchildren, 
and on and on to the seventh gener
ation . God loves us and calls us into 
a fullness of being, a new depth of 
love, understanding, and forgiveness . 
It is time to answer that call . 

Dear God, help us to care for your 
creation, for Jesus' sake . Amen . 

Rev. Tweedy Naverrete Sombrero 

is pastor and chair of Native Ameri
can Ministries at Trinity Methodist 

Church in Yuma, Arizona. She was 
the first Native American woman to 
be received in full connection in The 

United Methodist Church. 

. . . . . ' ~ ~ . . ' ' . . . . . . . . 
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G ad's creation is in crisis . We, the Bishops of The United Methodist Church, 

cannot remain silent while God's people and God's planet suffer. Th is 
beautiful natural world is a loving gift from God, the Creator of all things 

seen and unseen. God has entrusted its care to all of us, but we have turned 

our backs on God and on our responsibilities. Our negiect, selfishness, and 
pride have fostered: . 

• pandemic poverty and disease; 
• environmental degradation; and 
• the proliferation of weapons and violence. 

Despite these interconnected threats to life and hope, God's creative work 
continues. Despite the ways we all contribute tp these problems, God still 
invites each one of us to participate in the work of renewal. We must begin 

the work of renewing creation by being renewed in our own hearts and minds. 
We cannot help the world until we change our way of being in it. 

A Pastoral Letter from the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church 

-"God's Renewed Creation : Call to Hope and Action " 

A small child of seven named Rosalie did not make it home from school one 
day because she was too weak from hunger to make the journey. She lived in 
the fishing vil lage of Rapu-Rapu in Albay, Bicol, Phi lippines . Her vi llage, which 

depended on the sea for food and livelihood, was devastated when an Austra
lian mining company began operations in the village in 2005. The process of 
mining for gold and other precious metals produces sedimentation that wash

es out to sea and acid run-off that kills sea li fe and contaminates the water. 

Rosalie died on November 21 , 2007 . 

Representatives from the Philippines Central Conference brought this story, 
among others, to a 2008 hearing held in the Phi lippines by the United Methodist 
Counci l of Bishops. In response to a request made by the 2004 General Confer
ence, the bishops were prepari ng a new document meant to update one from 

Left Page: In Desa Onolimbu Raya, in the 
Mandrehe District of Nias /fl/and, Yayasan 

1986, " In Defense of Creation ." 

In hearings held in annual and 

central conferences of The United 
Methodist Church, the bishops heard 
many stories like Rosalie 's. In Angola, 
where hunger and poverty are over

w helming, they learned that much 
of the fert ile land which should be 
productive is unusable because it is 
laced with deadly landmines. In the 

United States. they heard that min
ing by mountaintop removal destroys 

animal and plant environments and 

causes landslides, floods, and poisoned 
waterways. Yet the prediction was 

that, by this year. at the current rate, 
1 .4 million acres in the United States 
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Resources for "God's Renewed 
Creation: Hope and Action" 

On the "Hope and Action " website 

can be found : 
• " God's Renewed Creation 

Foundation Document" 
• Counci l of Bishops' Pastoral 

Letter to United Methodist 
Congregations 

• M ultimedia Presentations 
• A Study Guide and Study 

Session Series 
• Action Suggestions 

• Success Stories 

Website: www.hopeandaction.org 

After the bishops listened to the 
stories brought by their constituents 
and ecumenical partners, and after 

they conducted their own research, 
they released a foundation document 
in 2009. In it. they identified three 
interrelated issues that they be

lieved the church needed to con
front: pandemic poverty and disease; 
environmental degradation and cli
mate change; and the proliferation of 

weapons and violence in the world . 

A "COMPLEX WEB OF 
BROKENNESS" 
Today, the human family is awakening 
to alarming news: after several thou
sand years of a stable climate that 
enabled us to thrive, the earth is heat
ing up at an accelerating rate. Climate 
change poses a particular threat to 

the world 's poor because it increas

es the spread of diseases like malaria 

and causes conflicts over dwindling 

resources. Easy access to small arms 

ensures that such con flicts turn dead
ly, and the specter of a nuclear war 

that would destroy the earth contin

ues to loom over us. 

"God's Renewed Creation 

Foundation Document " 



10 NEW WORLD OUTLOOK • JULY/AUGUST 20 10 

A poor shantytown in Manila, Philippines. 

The Foundation Document published 
by the Council of Bishops looks at the 
interconnected nature of poverty, the 
environment. and the effects of war 
and other forms of violence on the 
earth . In examining poverty, the bish
ops considered the global economic 
crisis; the scarcity of food, water, and 
energy sources in some areas of the 
earth; the global health crisis; and the 
condition of refugees displaced by 
war, human violence, or natural disas
ter. In dealing with the environment, 
they considered the energy crisis, 
given the likelihood that oil reserves 
will run out in a few decades. They 
weighed the destruct ive effect of 
greenhouse gases on cl imate change. 
And they pondered the likely loss by 
extinction of one-fifth of the plant and 
animal life on earth by the year 2050. 
Finally, they considered the use of 
nuclear and conventional weapons, 
the arms race, the cost of war, and 
ways of maintaining security. 

The destruction caused by any 
of these threats to the earth and to 
the life upon it is multiplied when 
all three threats are present simul-
taneously. The bi ps ' foundation 
document recogni the difficulty 

of making headway on any one of 
these problems without considering 
the other two. It identifies a complex 
web of brokenness that ensnares the 
most vulnerable people in the world
especially women and children. 

Yet the document also identi
fies seeds of hope in the world . "For 
surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord, plans for your wel
fare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope. " (Jeremiah 29: 11) 
The document cites dock workers 
along the East African coast who 
refused to unload illegal arms from 
a foreign vessel. It lifts up United 
Methodists from Lage, Germany, who 
developed a plan to promote solar 
energy with partners in Cambine, 

Mozambique. German Methodists provided solar panels for the maternity hos
pital and the theology school on the Cambine campus . After the solar panels 
were installed, the fir'st child (a boy) born in the maternity ward was named 
Solarino to celebrate the advent of renewable energy. "Acts of perseverance, 
compassion, care. and positive innovation take place every day in every corner 
of our world," the Foundation Document declares . 

FORMATION AND PROCESS 
No matter how discouraging things seem, no 

matter how overwhelmed and anxious we feel, 
no matter how apathetic or cynical we become, 
God is already at work in the world. We must 
only open our eyes to see God's vision, open 
our hearts to receive God's Grace, and open our 
hands to do the work God calls us to do. 

"God 's Renewed Creation Foundation 
Document " 

Bishop Timothy Whitaker, episcopal leader of 
the Florida Conference, cha ired the task force 
that developed "God's Renewed Creation ." 

Bishop Timothy Whitaker 

The bishops looked at the resolution from the 2004 General Conference and 
discussed what their focus should be. They decided to consider a larger pic
ture-one extending beyond the single issue of nuclear arms, which was the 
focus of the 1986 document, " In Defense of Creation ." Bishop Whitaker noted 
that he was asked to chair the task force because he had coordinated an earlier 
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Photo: Chns Heckert were open-forum 
style-designed to educate people 
and to give them a chance to respond . 
Each bishop was to hold a hearing in 
his or her own area ." 

Coordinators were asked to com
pi le the comments and opinions ex
pressed and to send the reports 
to the Council of Bishops . "We 
combed through those [reports] and 
used them to shape the document, " 
Bishop Wh itaker expla ined. "And 
we are still having that conversa
tion . These are complex issues, 
and our church has many different 
perspectives about them . Our hope 
is that we are being good servants 
of the church in asking the church to 
look at these threats from a Christian 
theological perspective ." 

A DOOR TO ECUMENICAL 
COOPERATION 
Anyone who has experienced genu
ine love knows its power. Looking at 

the world through the eyes of faith, 
we can see love at work, transform
ing an abandoned lo t into a commu
nity garden, transforming a neglected 

child into a healthy and happy toddler, 
and transforming people at war into 
communities committed to reconcili
ation. We witness God's work of re
newal in these pockets of transforma

tion. And we participate in that work 
of renewal by living fully as Christ's 
disciples, people whose love of God 

and neighbor shines forth in action. 
"God's Renewed Creation 

Foundation Document" 

He acknow ledged the important work 
of Patriarch Bartholomew, the Ecu
menical Patriarch of Constantinople, 
of the Greek Orthodox tradit ion . He is 
known as the "green patriarch" and 
has made stewardsh ip of the creation 
a pri mary emphasis of his ministry. 
Pope Benedict has also issued some 
strong statements on the responsibil
ity of disciples of Jesus Ch ri st to care 
for the creation, and the Roman Cath
olic Church has been active in this 
area of ecologica l stewardsh ip . Many 
Protestant churches around world 
have also issued statements. Bishop 
Whitaker sa id that, w ith in the Evangel
ical community, some have indicated 
that they feel a movement of the spirit 
of God at this moment in history. He 
believes the prevai ling view of most 
Christians today is that the practice of 
good ecological stewardship is one of 
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the central responsibilities of Christian 
discipleship. 

" It w ould be my hope that we 
would use th is document as a 
basis for futu re ecumenica l work in 
addressing these issues," Bishop 
Whitaker sa id, "especially in address
ing them ecumenically before public 
policymakers. Many churches are ad
dressing the issue: How can we form 
a united voice to speak to the US Con
gress and other governments around 
the w orld? While this document is a 
teaching document, it is also meant 
to bring to ou r attention what our own 
responsibilit ies are . This document 
provides a foundation for coming to
gether w ith a united voice to meet 
people w ho make policy." 

Christie R. House is the editor of 
New World Outlook magazine. 

THE BISHOP'S PLEDGE 

WE THE BISHOPS PLEDGE : 

1. To answer God's ca ll to deepen our spi ri tual consciousness as just 
stewards of creation. 

2. To make God's vision of renewal our goa l. 

3. To partic ipate in dialogue with those whose life experience differs dramatical ly from 
our own, and ... to practi ce prayerfu l self-examination. 

4. To make common cause with re ligious leaders and people of goodwill worldwide who 
share these concerns. 

5. To advocate for justi ce and peace in the halls of power in our respective nations and 
international organizations. 

6. To measure the "carbon footprint" of our epi scopal and denominationa l offices, 
determine how to reduce it. and implement those changes. 

7. To provide, to the best of our ability, the resources needed by our conferences to 
reduce dramatical ly our co llective exploitation of the planet. peoples, and communi
ties-incl uding techn ica l assistance with buildings and programs, education and 
training, and young people's and onl ine networking resources. 

8. To practice hope as we engage and continue supporting the many transforming 
ministries of the denomination. 

9. To make more effective use of the church and community web pages to inspire and 
on to share what we lea rn. 
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T he Bible is full of stories and ex

amples showing how human 
beings should relate to God 

and one another. Jesus affirmed the 

teaching from the law that " You shall 

love the Lord your G.od with all your 
heart. and with all your soul, and with 

all your strength, and with all your 

mind; and your neighbor as yourself ." 

(Luke 10: 25-28) In response, the 

church has focused on the embodi

ment of these two relationships, with 
God and neighbors, as the motivation 
for our mission. 

We introduce people to a relation
ship with God through the person of 
Jesus Christ. Then , as a result of our 
relationship with God, we find that 
we must be in relationship with one 
another. We are taught to give partic

ular attention to the poor, the hungry, 

the naked, the oppressed, the sick, 
and those in prison. 

But there is another relationship 
that is clearly and unmistakably pres
ent in scripture-a relationship be

tween humanity and God 's creation. 
In accordance with Christian theology, 
the church's mission must include a 

relationship with God through Christ, 
a relationship with one another, and a 

relationship with God's creation . 
Numerous biblical texts illustrate 

these interconnected relationships . 
Because Cain killed his brother, God 
punished him by separating him from 
the land. Cain the farmer cried : "My 

punishment is greater than I can bear! 
Today you have driven me away from 

the soil, and I shall be hidden from 
your face .... " (Genesis 4:13-14) For 

Cain, his relationships with God and 

the earth were so intertwined that he 

could not have one without the other. 

their vineyards, they were to leave 

some food behind "for the poor and 
the alien ." The farmers could have 
harvested everything for themselves, 

but God said, in effect. "Because you 
have a relationship with the poor, you 
have to alter your relationship with 
the earth ." 

Because Boaz was concerned for 

the alien widow Ruth as she gleaned 

in his fi~ld behind the reapers, she 
found a new husband. (Ruth 2-4) And 
in Genesis 41-45, Joseph was reunit

ed with his family because he was 
able to predict and prepare for the 
famine that led his brothers to travel 
to Egypt for sustenance . 

Jesus' parables highlight the close 
connections of the natural world, 
the people of an agrarian society, 

and God. He described himself as a 
shepherd and as a vine because he 
knew his hearers could relate to those 

metaphors . The connections linking 
human beings to God and God's cre
ation are found throughout the Bible. 

CARI G 0 GOD S EARTH 
What can we do as Christians as a re
sult of this biblical witness? How ·do 
we live out our faith in relationship to 
God's creation? The effort needs to 
start in our churches . First. we need 

to accept our responsibility to heal 
our exploited earth . Then we need to 

educate ourselves and others about 
the urgent problems confronting the 
natural world. At the same time, we 

need to make changes in our own life
styles and urge our neighbors 

to do likewise. And we need 
to advocate for policy chang
es that will contribute to a 

cleaner, healthi-

The texts about gleaning (Leviti- er environment 

cus 19:9-10), speak to the connec- for all . 

tion between human relationships 
with the land and with other people . 
God mandated that when the farm-

ers harvested their fields or stripped Caretakers 
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PEOPLE AND ATURE IN 

Two years ago, the Governor of Vir
ginia declared a moratorium on dredg
ing for crabs in the Chesapeake Bay. 

The purpose was to restore the crab 
populations to a more sustainable 
level . Environmentalists lauded the 
decision, but the crabbers were not 
happy. A young pastor on the East
ern Shore. Nathan Decker, was con

cerned both for the environment and 
for the crabbers . He asked me, "Isn't 

there some way we can demonstrate 
love and concern for God 's creation 
and God's people at the same time?" 

Nathan's idea was to hold several 
listening sessions at various United 
Methodist churches on the Eastern 
Shore . This would show the crabbers 
that the church cared enough to listen 

to their concerns and to give them a 
venue to vent their anger. Though Na
than thought the governor had made 
a good decision, he needed to be a 
pastor to the crabbers at the same 
time. The crabbers appreciated his 

efforts . In fact, the mayor of a village 
on the Chesapeake Bay, w ho is both 

a crabber and a lapsed United Meth
odist. returned to his church after a 
20-year absence because of these 
listening sessions. When the church 
demonstrates a passion for what 
people care about deeply, those who 

thought the church had lost its rele
vance wi ll find that it can still be vital 
to their lives. 

Churches in the Virginia Confer

ence are discovering that they can 
care for both God 's creation and 

God 's people . In fact. the church may 

be one of the few organizations 

that can demonstrate a concern for 

of God's Creation 
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deeply about the Chesapeake Bay 
but are not focused on the welfare of 
people who make their living there. 
Perhaps only the church is able to see 
the big picture because we relate to 
God , each other, and God's creat ion. 
Resolving concerns that are in con
flict may rest with us. 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
in northern Virginia has realized the 
connection between caring for God's 
people and God 's planet (see sidebar). 
Who would have guessed that some

one would join a church because of its 
community garden? And who wou ld 
have thought that a garden wou ld be 
a vital means of outreach for a church 
in its own neighborhood? 

Another church raising awareness 
of God 's movement in creation is 
Drummondtown United Methodist 
Church on Vi rginia's Eastern Shore. 

Th is shore is an ecologically sensitive 
pen insula, with the Chesapeake Bay 
on one side and the Atlantic Ocean 
on the other. A new "Creat ion Care" 
curriculum for Vacation Bible School 
transformed the church building into 

a model of the peninsu la, w ith areas 
representing the seaside and the bay
side . By moving around the church, 
children cou ld explore two different 
natura l habitats. Th is VBS experi
ence led the congregat ion to create a 
community fair and to green the 
church by providing a commun ity 

Wesley United Methodist Church, · d 
Winchester, Virginia ~ ~ 

by Mike Mayton 

I've been picking string beans, 
squash, and tomatoes from the 
community garden on the prop
erty of Wesley United Methodist 
Church. One of the best things 
the garden grow s is relat ionships. 
It seems you can never go out 
there w ithout someone stopping 
to chat! We plow ed up part of the 
church 's backyard (wh ich doesn 't 
do anyth ing but grow grass) 

and mulched and marked off 13 
8 ft. x 10 ft. plots . We made these 
plots available free to anyone 
w ho wa nted one . If a gardener 
needed plants or seeds, we sup
plied them. The Winchester Mas

ter Ga rdeners Club took a plot. 
Members of the club come over 
for two hours every Wednesday 

night to tend their plot and offer 
assistance to any who ask. 

At the outset, I was the only 
person from the church w ho 

took a plot. A nonmember who 
took a plot joined the church 
after starting her garden. Two 
plots are farmed by a retired 
United Methodist minister in our 
neighborhood, the Rev. Clarence 
Acklin, and his w ife . With the gar
den in place, the woman next 
door, whom I had never met until 
garden t ime, allowed a fr iend 
of hers to install two honeybee 
hives in her yard . The bees pol
linate the garden, of course. As I 
sit in the church's prayer garden, 
I notice many honeybees coming 
to the founta in to drink water. The 
bees are active here in a great, 
multifaceted way! 

The garden project fa iled the 

f irst year we tried to put it in. One 
family became so disgruntled 
over one part of the plan that they 
left the church . Last February, a 
couple who started worsh iping 

garden, recycling stations. and energy
efficient light bulbs . 

Members of churches like Drum
mondtown UMC live in daily aware
ness of the beauty, bounty, and 
fragility of God's creation . To them, 

relationships wi th God, each other, 
and the earth go hand in hand . In 
most cases, it's only a matter of 
connecting the dots . 

The Rev. Pat Watkins is a church and 

community worker in the Virginia 

Annual Conference who serves as 

executive director of the confer

ence program " Care takers of God's 

Creation." 

A community garden produces more 
than just vegetables for a community. 
Photo: Chns Henw 

here heard that someone w ith a 
tractor was needed to plow the 
land . This new guy volunteered 
and did a great job of plowing 
in the leaf mulch donated by 
Winchester City. W ith the plow
ing done, fol ks could begin plant
ing the garden. 

Many church members w ere 

initially skeptical about the 
garden project, but some of these 
skeptics are now supporters and 
stop by to chat when gardeners 
are working here. Th is has been 
a great on-site (and on-sight) mis

sion for our congregation. 

Rev. M ike Mayton is the pastor 

of Wesley United M ethodist 
Church in Winchester, Virginia. 
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Drummondtown United Methodist d 
Church, Eastern Shore . ~ ~ 
by Janet Grissett 

Drummondtown United Meth

odist Church is one of the oldest 

displays and information tables on 
the church grounds. Many exhib-

churches in the Eastern Shore its had creation-centered activities 
District of the Virginia Confer- for children . And, since there was 
ence, but it has a 21st century 

attitude about caring for God's 
creation . Our movement toward 
being better stewards of our en
vironment began several months 
ago when the church decided to 

develop a Vacation Bible School 
curriculum on "Creation Care ." 
This seemed natural to a congre
gation that includes professional 
farmers, avid gardeners, a woman 
who works with the USDA Natu

ral Resources Conservation Ser
vices, and ch ildren who are pas
sionate about the natural world . 
This congregation seems to have 
an innate sense that "All creation 

is the Lord 's .... God has granted 
us stewardship of creation. We 
should meet these stew ardship 
duties through acts of loving care 
and respect " (United Methodist 

Social Principles, Paragraph 160, 
Book of Discipline 2004) 

For our Vacation Bible School, 
we turned our church into a 
microcosm of the Eastern Shore . 
By walking from the back door 

to the sanctuary, one could trav
el from "seaside to bayside" and 

see the different habitats and ani
mals found in each unique area . 

no recycling facility on the Eastern 
Shore for electronic waste, we 
partnered with a recycling com
pany that now uses the church as 
an e-waste drop-off center. Thus 
far, we 've collected approximate

ly one ton of electronic goods! 
As we planned for Vacation 

Bible School , the emphasis on 
"green" began to germinate 
throughout the congregation . A 
trustee suggested that we re
place our incandescent light bulbs 
with energy-efficient compact 

fluorescent bulbs. One mem
ber suggested that we util ize our 
large "backyard" for a Communi
ty Victory Garden (kept as organic · 
as possible) and donate the veg

etables raised to Casa Esperanza, 
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our district's food bank. So fa r, 
more than 360 lbs . of vegetables 
have been donated! We also set 
up regular recycling bins in the 

kitchen and other parts of the 
church. We elim inated Styrofoam 
at church events by using " rea l" 
coffee cups instead. Whenever 
we make decisions, w e should 
ask ourselves : "Will th is deci

sion make us better stew ards of 
God's creation ?" 

We also highlight creation in 
worship. The Communion table 
is often graced w ith the boun

ty of the Eastern Shore: fresh ly 
harvested vegetables from the 
church garden, shells from the 
beaches, and fresh strawberries 
from a member's farm . God 's 
love for all creation is a focus of 
worship, with liturgies and hymns 

lifting up the incredible beauty of 
God 's creation here on the East
ern Shore . 

The Rev. Janet Grissett is the 

pastor of Drummondtown United 

Methodist Church in Accomac, 
Virginia . 

Our planning for the Creation 
Care Vacation Bible School sprout

ed the idea for a Creation Care 
Community Fair. The fair provided 
a forum for various groups and or
ganizations to set up informative 

Drummondtown United Methodis t Church in Accomac, Virginia, developed a 
creation-related Vaca tion Bible School program reflec ting its location on the 
Eastern Shore of Chesapeake Bay. A UMNS photo courtesy Drummondtown UMC. 
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T here have been two major con

cepts of land ownership in the 

world: private and communal. 

The Christian concept of communal 

ownership in the Book of Acts-the 

communion of saints-is voluntary, not 

compulsory, as in Communism. But 

the most widely accepted concept is 

private ownership, in which individu

als own the means of production . Its 

roots are in dominium, a concept of 

ownership deriving from Roman law, 

in w hich individuals have absolute, 

unrestricted control over property. 

When Rome was st ill a small king

dom, dominium was intended to pro

tect the property rights of a fam ily unit. 

But th rough w ars and conquest, the 

origina l concept of dominium turned 

into absolute and exclusive ownership of vast amounts of land by conquering 

emperors, generals, and aristocrats. Tiberius Gracchus wrote : "The private sol

diers fight and die to advance the wealth and luxury of the great...while they 

have not a foot of ground in their possession ." Even long before the collapse of 

Rome, Pliny wrote : "Land monopoly ruined Rome ." 

Before the Spaniards arrived in the Ph ilippines, the indigenous people 's 

ownership philosophy was expressed in two Filipino words meaning " ours ." 

The term amin, meaning "exclusively ours," referred to lands as collectively 

belonging to a given village, to the exclusion of others. The term atin, mean

ing "ours" in an inclusive sense, comprehended literally everyone. Thus some 

lands were amin (ours exclusively) , while rivers were atin (ours inclusively). 

Then the Spaniards came and brought dominium, to disastrous effect. 

BIBLICAL OWNERSHIP 

The Bible does not justify dominium. In the Bible, there are two classes of 

ownership: one concerning things brought into being by human effort; the 

other, things that exist regardless of what humans do. The latter include the 

field or environment in which people find themselves, the storehouse from 

w hich their needs are supplied, the raw materials and forces on which human 
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labor can act. In short, humans can 
own privately what they made, while 
they cannot own privately what God 
has made. Ecclesiastes 5:9 says : 
"The benefit of land is taken for all." 
Early leaders of the Christian church, 
like the Old Testament prophets, 
harshly criticized dominium because 
it sanctioned absolute ownership 
over things regardless of whether 
they were made by humans or cre
ated by God. 

accumulating "mine" only or forcing 
others to share some exact portion . 
Symbiotic sharing is a having and 
sharing based on a sensitivity to oth
ers' having and sharing. An opposite 
concept could be called parasitic sav
inr;:rto keep on possessing without 
caring what others do or do not have. 
In everyday life, the landless have no 
leisure. If they stop working, they will 
fail to earn daily subsistence. Thus 
the landless are a socioeconomically 
powerless sector in society. What in

POLARIZATION OF WEALTH fluence they have is through " people 
Dominium usually leads to the polar- power" because they are many in 
ization of wealth . It produces a few number. But their power needs to be 
dominant rich and a mass of dominat
ed poor. Once the poor are deprived 
of the fair distribution of wealth, they 
are easily stigmatized . But God loves 
them and endlessly invites them to 
be active subjects in God's mission. 
Jesus, as Emmanuel, identified him
self with the oppressed people under 
the dominium. 

SYMBIOTIC SHARING AND 
MISSION 
With this understanding, I met and 
listened attentively to landless Fil ipi
nos living in a slum area of Manila and 
on a large plantation in central Luzon . 
According to them, land ownership 
ought to be a symbiotic sharing, 

in which things are possessed "in 
empathy." It is like a thoughtful syn
chronicity between "my having" and 
"our having." It is also different from 

organized through actions of solidar
ity. This is where the church can carry 
out its mission among them. 

The mission of the church is not 
only for the landless but with them, 
by empowering them through the full 
gospel of the Lord. The most funda
mental mission of the church today is 
to teach and show the biblical owner
ship principle and practice as the early 
church did . All people need food and 
goods. The church should not stop 
sharing love. But if the church wants 
to lift up the name of God, the Lord 
of salvation, then it should system
atically fight to overcome the wide
spread practice of dominium. The 
church must prepare a new wineskin, 
through truthful self-criticism and 
self-purification, on its teaching and 
practice on ownership . 

We should remember how the 
people of the Middle East and North
ern Africa became Muslims only 10 
centuries ago. The landless at that 
time followed the slogan : " Land 

Left Page: A farmer displays the fruit of his 
labors on a farm in the north Philippines ' 
island of Luzon, where United Methodist
supported Harris Memorial College has 
trained rural residents in improved farming 
techniques and water management. 
Pharo: Paul Jeffrey/Response Left: "God Bless 
Our Home " can be seen on the makeshift 
wall of a squatter family 's home in Pa/tao, 
Pulilan, in the Bulacan region of the 
Philippines. Pharo: Paul Jeffrey/Response 

Playing ball in the crowded streets of 
Manila. 

belongs to Allah!" Therefore the 
church should pay attention to the 
call from the landless of today for 
symbiotic sharing . 

In the end, the land ownership 
conflict is a conflict between good 
and evil. The church has been called 
to a serious mission . Blessed are the 
meek for they will inherit land. And 
blessed are those who struggle for 
justice on land rights. Though they 
seem insignificant in the world of 
dominium, they are standing in the 
most intimate fellowship with God, 
who is tirelessly working for the 
salvation of the world. 

The Rev. Jae Hyoung (Jay) Choi is 
a missionary with Global Ministries 
serving the Philippines Annual Con
ference at Union Theological Semi
nary in Oasmarinas, Cavite. Originally 

from Korea, he currently works with 
the Center for Geocentric Ministries, 
a seminary program that develops 
training programs on theological 
understandings of land, educating 

clergy and laity to be just and faithful 
stewards of God's creation. His wife, 

the Rev. Grace Choi, serves with 
Harris Memorial College in commu
nity outreach ministries. The Chais 

have two sons. 
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then earned a Bachelor of Science de
gree in business administration . That 
degree led to a job. 

IMPROVING LIVING STANDARDS 
El Porvenir works to help people step 
out of extreme poverty-one well 
and one latrine at a time . Nicaragua 
is the second poorest country in the 
Americas, with 82 percent of the pop
ulation living in poverty. Many people 
have no clean drinking water. They 
must wal k miles every day to get 
contaminated water from a stream, 
as the women of Las Mesas used 
to do. While most people in the Unit
ed States can scarcely imagine that 
reality, globally, it's daily life for one 
billion people. And it's a harsh reality 
for ch ildren who die-one every 15 
seconds-from waterborne illnesses. 

"Diarrhea is the largest hurdle a 
small child in a developing country 
has to overcome. It's more prevalent 
than AIDS, or tuberculosis, or malaria; 
2.2 million people-mostly chi ldren
die from an affl iction that to most 
Westerners is the result of bad take
out food ." So states Rose George, 
author of The Big Necessity: The Un

mentionable World of Human Waste, 

citing a UNICEF statistic. 

BUILDING PROPER TECHNOLOGY 
El Porvenir is an international nonprofit 
organization that empowers rural Ni
caraguan communities to improve 
their living standards. It reduces bur
dens on women through the sustain
able development of clean water, 
sanitation, reforestation, and health 

The traditional way of collecting water in Nicaragua requires women and children to walk 
for miles to a stream or river to fill containers to carry home. 

members with the tools they need to 
manage their water, sanitation, and 
forestry resources . El Porvenir has 
partnered w ith 105,000 Nicaraguans 
so that people in their communities 
can live healthier lives and manage 
their own water resources. 

The methodology of El Porvenir 
is based on three key principles: (a) 

provides techn ical assistance, tools, 
and materials. The community is 
responsible for assuming ongoing 
maintenance and repa ir of the water 
and sanitation systems. 

IMPROVING SANITATION 
In 1992, people from the village of 
Cacao Maunica came to El Porvenir to 

community empowerment through request help with a gravity-flow water 
active participation and ownership 
in all aspects of the project; (b) cre
ation of sustainable organizations in 
the community to manage resourc
es in the long term; and (c) focus on 
appropriate technology-made from 
low-cost, locally available materi
als-that can be maintained by the 

system and with latrines. Cacao Mau
nica is perched above a steep and 
rocky road, accessible by mule. At 
that time, the community had 82 peo
ple living in 13 houses. The people in 
this rural community are hard-work
ing individuals, most of whom live in 
simple adobe houses with wooden 

education. El Porvenir has 20 years of community. By promoting commu-

experience helping rural Nicaraguan 
communities build appropriate tech
nology (wells, latrines, community 
washing stations, and fuel-efficient 
stoves). It also provides community 

Left page: An El Porvenir pump and gravity
flow water system in the village of Cuidad 
Dario. Photo. Courtesy Jenna Saldana 

nity initiative and decision making, El 
Porvenir seeks to help communities 
help themselves. 

All projects start with a community 
request for assistance. The commu
nity must be willing to play an active 
ro le, providing labor and transporta
tion of materials while El Porvenir 

Support El Porvenir 

The El Porvenir project can be 

supported through Advance 

giving, El Porvenir Clean Water 

and Sanitation, Advance #525000. 
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A hand-dug well in El Sauce, Nicaragua. 
Photo: Parnck Bresnan 

and ti le roofs . Only a few have cinder
block or brick houses w ith sheet-met
al roofs . There was not a single latrine 
in the village; people relieved them
selves in the bushes. There was no 
electricity, and the school was a mud 
house in poor condition . 

At that time, people drank water 
from the same stream where they 
washed their clothes, where the cat
tle drank, and where other animals 
cooled off . Since the area is com
prised of small plots of farmland, 
workers would also wash poison 
from their fumigating pumps into the 
stream . Working w ith the communi
ty, El Porvenir built latrines and host
ed educational training sessions to 
demonstrate the importance of prop
er sanitary habits. This training was 
positive and effective. 

Eighteen years later, the drinking
water system is still working at full 
capacity, serving the now 113-per
son village of Cacao Maunica. The 
local people work daily to ensure 
that it continues in perfect condition. 
El Porvenir helped the community 
plant both fruit trees and fast-growing 
trees that could be used as a source 

of wood. Today the community pro
duces oranges, avocados, and man
gos. It also has an improved school, 

and most of the homes have gardens. 
Now the children are healthy. 

THE POWER OF CLEAN WATER 
Jacinta, a 53-year-old mother from 
Las Mesas, and her family now have 
a far brighter future . Jacinta 's story 
is the story of thousands throughout 
Nicaragua. Her five children are all 

alive, more prosperous, educated, 
and enjoying hygienic sanitation and 
clean water. 

Jacinta and the other residents of 
Las Mesas are amazing, determined 
people-eager to build their own 
wells, latrines, community wash sta
tions, and cooking stoves. In 1992, 
Jacinta excitedly hauled dirt with 
other women to help build the latrines 
and water system. She was tired of 
seeing children get sick and die of 
diarrhea and parasites . She was sad, 
knowing that children couldn 't go to 
school because they were either too 
busy fetching water or too sick. 

Thanks to the generosity of United 
Methodist churches across the Unit

ed States, Jacinta, members of her 
community, and 105,000 other vil
lagers have clean water to drink, pri
vate latrines to use, trees that bear 

"Nothing else matters without clean water. " 
Photo. Chns Heckert 

fruit and protect their microwater
shed, and a new lease on life. "Now 
my happiest moments are having my 
own home, the well project, and la
trines," Jacinta says . " I feel calmer, in 
good health, and very happy. My con
cern has always been to give my ch il
dren the most I possibly can, so that 
they can feel healthy, study, and be 
good men and women ." 

A true testament to the life-chang
ing power of clean water, children like 
Jacinta 's, and like a young woman 

named Candida Rosa, went on to 
graduate from high school and find 

jobs . Candida is now a teacher at the 
school, showing what can be done in 
one generation when clean water and 
sanitation are priorities . Jacinta 's fam
ily now lives with much more "calm
ness, tranquil ity, and greater hope," 
she says. "Now my community is 
flowering because the reforestation 
of fruit and ornamental trees gave us 
a green and fresh environment. The 
water is closer to us, and the environ
ment is not being contaminated . My 
dreams are to move forward and not 
to falter." 

The f'\Jica raguan people display 
extraordinary strength . Women 
breast-feed their children while lift
ing buckets of dirt and rocks out of 
wells being dug. One village man 
worked for 365 days to hand-dig a 
well in order to secure clean water 
for his neighbors and friends . People 
plant mango, orange, and other trees, 
knowing that future generations w ill 
enjoy them and eat the fruit. Clean 
water brings life. Nothing else mat
ters without clean water. 

Thousands of Nicaraguans live 
healthier, more prosperous lives. 
They know that their Methodist 
brothers and sisters care about them 

and support them. 

Jenna Elisabeth Saldana is the 

Development Director for El Porvenir. 
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What's Your Banana J Q? 
How much do you know about bananas? Take the following quiz 

to find out! 

(11 Where does the banana/ 

l!J plantain industry rank on the 

world market? 

a. The first most important crop 

in the world . 

b. The second most important 

crop in the world . 

c. The third most important crop 

in the world. 

d. The fourth most important crop 

in the world . 

(ril How many countries produce 

l.f.J bananas? .......................... 
a. 50 

b. 75 

c. more than 100 

d. more than 200 

How many banana companies 

in the world control the 

banana market? 

a. 5 

b.25 

c. 50 

d. 75 

(JjJ Which two countries are the 

~ biggest banana producers? 

a. South Africa and Brazil 

b. Honduras and Costa Rica 

c. India and Ecuador 

d. Brazil and India 

(i:I How many tons of bananas 

~ are produced in the world 

annually? 

a. 700,000 tons 

b. 7 million tons 

c. 70 million tons 

d. 700 mi llion tons 

!cl What is the most popular 

l2J variety of banana in Europe 

and the United States, and therefore 

the variety most grown as a single 

commodity? 

a. Cavendish 

b. Manzanos 

c. Gros M ichel(" Big Mike") 

d. Valery 

(71 What percentage 

li.J of US Households buys 

bananas at least once a month? 

a. 96 % 

b. 80% 

c. 75% 

d. 60% 

fol How many pounds of bananas 

lQJ does the average American 

eat in a year? 

a. 10 pounds 

b. 18 pounds 

c. 28 pounds 

d. 35 pounds 

lnJ The origin of bananas can be 

~ traced back to which country ? 

a. Uganda 

b. Malaysia 

c. The Philippines 

d. Honduras 

(lOJ Bananas are ... 

a. Trees 

b. Bushes 

c. Herbs 

d. Underground tubers 

*Answers on page 23. 
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I 
n 1998, 14 small-scale banana farm

ers in southwest Ecuador took a 

very courageous step. They formed 
a co-op, packed up one container of 

their banana crop (about 38.400 lbs.), 

and sold it to a supermarket in Europe. 

This was a gutsy move because Ec

uador's banana industry is dom inated 

by one of the world 's top fi ve banana 

corporations : Al fred Noboa . know n 

in the United States and across Lat in 

America as Bonita Bananas. But the 

small co-op slipped under the radar of 

the banana giant. and the El Guabo 

Association of Smal l Banana Produc

ers was born . 

Most sma ll-scale banana grow

ers around the world have no way to 

get their produce to market except 

Above: Transporting organic bananas for ex
port at the collective "beneficio " of the 
Association Muyuyacu, a member of El 
Guabo. Right: Luis Gamboa and his son 
Denny are members of El Guabo, a Fair
Trade banana cooperative from Ecuador 

A New Venture in Fair-Trade 

t hrough one of the five multinational 

bana na producers . Three of these 

are US-based: Ch iqu ita , Dole, and 
Del Monte; Noboa is in Ecuador, and 

Fyffes is a European producer based 

in Ire lan d. Unfortunately, w ith th e 

w orld ba nana market controlled by 

just a handful of companies, prices 

can be manipulated in price wars. 

This leaves the majority of plantation 

workers without a living wage, forced 

to endure unacceptable working and 

living condi t ions. Attempts by w ork

ers to form independent un ions are 

generally suppressed by the giant 

com panies, sometimes w ith deadly 

consequences. 

Because North American and Euro
pean consumers prefer unblemished 

1. Bananas are grown by farmers in the El Guabo Cooperative in south

w est Ecuador. 

2. Members of the El Guabo Cooperative pick the bananas, cl ean them, 

and transport them to port. 

3. The bananas are shipped in a ca rgo conta iner, kept at 58Q F, for their 

week-long boat ride to Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

4. From a warehouse in New Jersey, the bananas are trucked to Chelsea 

Market in New York City, w here they are removed from containers and 

allowed to ripen in cl imate-controlled rooms for three to seven days. 

5. Bananas are then trucked to supermarkets for sale to local customers. 

The organic bananas carry the Equal 
Exchange logo and a Fair-Trade symbol. 

fruit-and typ ically only one variety, 

called Cavendish-the pressure and 

incentive for farmers to use chemi

cal pesticides is great. Many farmers 

w ill grow on ly the Cavendish variety 

of banana as a si ngle cash crop. Th is 
is not good for the workers, and such 

practices devastate the envi ron ment 

as well. 

El Guabo, which has grown to be 

a fa rmer-run cooperative of 450 small

scale banana fa rmers, now sells its 

crop to Equal Exchange for a fair-trade 

price and a "social premium" of $1 per 

case of bananas . The social premium, 

over and above the price paid for the 

produce, is set aside by El Guabo to 
invest @ack into its community. El 

Guabo members have voted to spend 

the social premium to provide its com
mun it ies w ith education, health care, 
environmental projects, and improve

ments to commun ity infrastructure . 

In addition, the coopera tive is teach

ing other farmers how to form smal l

fa rmer cooperat ives themselves. 

PARTNERSHIPS MAKE 
STRONGER COMPANIES 
Like El Guabo, Equal Exchange itself is 

a w orker-ow ned cooperative business 
model. Equal Exchange has partnered 

with church and faith organ izations 

across the United States to introduce 

fair-trade coffees, teas. cocoa prod
ucts, and snack items to their various 

constituencies. The UMCOR Coffee 

Program, know n to United Methodists, 

The Fa1r-i 
health-ca 

is one s1 
Equal E> 

This 1 

organic I 
veloped 
3-year-0!1 
Bridgew 
the Equc 
also locc 
in its 23r 
Oke USA 
ing, and 
distribute 
Oke USA 
compan1 
bananas ; 
co-ops, n 
grocery E 

ANEW[ 
Unfortur. 
not be ac 
bananas · 
they orde 
the UMc 

bananas
lair-trade le 
brand labe 

the outlet: 



1t 

II-

s 
e 

1, 

e 
0 

:1 

d 
I-

The Fair-Trade premium obtained by El Guabo Cooperative members is used to improve 
health-care facilities for its members. 

is one such interfaith partnersh ip with 

Equa l Exchange . 

This new venture in fair ly traded 

organic bananas is a partnership de

ve loped with Oke USA imports, a 

3-year-old fair-trade company in West 

Bridgewater, Massachusetts, where 

the Equa l Exchange headquarters is 

also locat ed . Eq ual Exchange, now 

in it s 23rd year of operation , offered 

Oke USA fin ancing, space in its bui ld

ing, and a network of contacts and 

distributo rs. Th is partnership enab led 

Oke USA to break even in 2009. The 

compa ny import ed about 700,000 

bananas a month, which it sells to food 

co-ops, natura l-food stores, and larger 

grocery stores . 

A NEW DISTRIBUTION NETWORK 
Unfort unate ly, congregations w ill 

not be able to order Equal Exchange 

ba nanas for delivery in the way t hat 

they order coffees and teas through 

th e UMCOR Coffee Progra m . The 

Foods Market offers the bananas at 

some of its stores, and Stop & Shop 

has been conducting trial runs at a 

number of its stores . United Method

ists w ill have to watch for the bananas 

in their local stores . 

If United Methodists cannot find the 

bananas but would like to see them in 

their loca l st ores , t he best th ing to do 

is to ask a loca l store manager if t here 

is any way fo r the st o re to acq u ire 

them . Equal Exchange wi ll be able to 

make better headway into major super

markets if consumers are asking for it s 

products . One loca l cong regat ion can 

make a big diffe rence. It takes only 10 

to 20 inquiries from customers about 

any product to attract the attention of 

a supermarket's manager. Of course, 

once t he bana nas are stocked, con

sumers must buy them, or they won't 

be rest ocked . 

For more informati o n abo ut fair

t rade bananas, vis it Equal Exchange's 

webs ite: www.beyondthepee l.com . 
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Answers for 
What's Your Banana J Q? 
(from page 21) 

1. (d) Bananas are the fourth most 

important staple crop in the world . 

2. (c) More than 100 countries 

produce bananas, generally in 

Africa , Asia, the Caribbean, and Latin 

America . The continental US has no 

banana production. 

3. (a) The banana market is controlled 

by five large corporations- US-based 

companies: Chiquita (25%), Dole (25%), 

Del Monte (15%); Ecuador-based 

company: Noboa (also known as 

Bonita) (11 %); and European-based 

company (Ireland): Fyffes (8%). 

Most bananas are grown on huge 

plantations controlled by these 

corporate giants. The remaining 

banana production for export (16%) 

comes from small banana producers. 

4. (d) India is by far the largest world 

producer of bananas, growing 16.5 

million tons in 2002, followed by 

Brazil, which produced 6.5 million 

tons of ba na nas in 2002. However, 

both these countries sell primarily 

to their own populat ions and are not 

generally involved in the international 

market fo r bananas. 

s_ (c) 70 million tons of bananas are 

produced annually. 

6. (a) Cavend ish 

7. (a) 96% of US households buy 

bananas at least once a month. 

8. (c) The average American eats 28 

pounds of bananas a year. 

9. (b) Malaysia 

10. (c) Banana pla~ts are the largest 

plants on earth without a woody stem. 

They are actually giant herbs 

of the same family as lilies, 
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ba nanas- w hich carry the Transfa ir orchids, and palms. 

fair-trade label and the Equal Exchange 

brand labe l-must be bought at one of Christie R. House is the editor of 

the outlets that stocks them . W hole New W orld Outlook magazine. 
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E very action has consequences 

affecting other human beings and 

the earth . Become aware of the out

come of your actions . Reduce your 

impact on others, and wa lk lightly 

on the earth . Consider these prac

tices to be a spiritual discipline. 

EDUCATION 

• Lea rn about the environmental crisis 
and ecolog ical justice . 

• Read about or join a study group that 

fosters voluntary simplicity. 

GREEN YOUR LIVING SPACE 

energy from your energy company. 

• Clean and replace filters for all appli 

ances and for a furnace with filters . 

• Replace all incandescent light bulbs 

with compact fluorescent light bulbs. 

• When not in use, turn off lights, TV, 

computer, microwave, and other appli 

ances by using a surge strip . Use natu

ral light when possible . 

• Run full loads in the dishwasher, wash
er, and dryer. Use short drying cycles or 

hang clothes on a clothesline to dry. 

• Use a microwave, toaster oven, or slow 

cooker ra ther than an oven or range . 

• Use cold or warm water when washing 

ENERGY USE clothes; ri nse clothes in cold water. 

• Use alternative energy. See if you can • Insulate walls and attic . Repa ir leaks 

pu rchase solar, geothermal, or wind around windows and doors. 

• Repair hot water leaks. Insulate the 
water heater ("blanket" ) and hot water 

pipes (wrap). 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 

• Use non-toxic dish detergent, laundry 

detergent, and clean ing products. 

• Use safe cleaning products, either 

purchased or homemade. 

• Avoid spray products for cleaning, air
freshening, and cooking. 

WATER USE 

• Do not let water run while doing tasks. 

• Install low-flow shower heads and 

faucet aerators. 

• Repai r faucet leaks and toilet runs 

immediately. 
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GREEN 

FOOD REDUCE/RECYCLE/REUSE 
• Buy fair-trade products. • Avoid using paper, plastic, or Styrofoam 
• Buy organic products. in plates, cups, and utensils. 
• Buy local produce and products . • Recycle .glass, tin , plastic, newsprint, 

• Buy only what you will consume and mixed paper, cardboard, and whatever 
then use all you buy. else the municipality recycles . 

• Recycle batteries, printer cartridges, 

PAPER USE cell phones, and plastic bags. 
• Use recycled , post-consumer paper • Safely dispose of computers, printers, 

products for the kitchen and bathroom paint, and other toxic products. 
and for cleaning . • Do not dump grease or strong chemi -

• Avoid paper towels and tissues; use 
cloth napkins and handkerchiefs. 

• Use recyc led, post-consumer, acid

free notepaper or office paper, or use 

cals down drains. 
• Use canvas bags for shopping or reuse 

paper or plastic bags. the oil and air filters. 
• Keep the speed down to 55 miles per 

paper from a tree farm. TRAVEL hour. Make easy stops and sta rts. Do 
• Use the paper completely on both sides. • Purchase a high-mileage car. Mainta in not idle. 

• Avoid bright-colored paper. the engine and tire pressure. Change • Where feasible, wa lk, bicycle, ca rpoo l, 

or use publ ic t ransit. 

NATURE 

• Enjoy as kin the plants and pets in your 
living space. 

• Take 10 minutes a day to enjoy and 
che ri sh nature. Take a natu re retreat. 

• Use devotional materi als that enhance 
your love of nature and your care for 

God's creation . 

PUBLIC COMMITMENTS 

• Advocate for environmentally fri endly 
leg islat ion and pol icies. 

• Restore a local habitat. Protest a local 
environmental violation . 

• Contribute to social-justice org aniza

tions and environmental organizations. 

• Invest in socia lly responsi ble stocks 
and bonds that foster ecojustice . 

Art by Evan Po/engh1 
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A Couple of Pigs, Some Eggplants, and a Solar 
Stove Bake-Off: Transforming Lives in China 
by Diane Allen 

P igs can revolutionize a family 
home in China- especia lly in 
the arid, windswept Tibetan 

plateau, where fi rewood is minima l, 
coal nonexistent, and electricity con
fined to cities and towns . Because life 
on the plateau is so harsh, the Amity 
Foundation, a Global Ministries' part
ner in China, showed villagers in 

Qinghai province how to make bio
gas pits for renewable energy. First, 
waste from the family pigs is collect
ed in a sealed container. Next, ca rbon
rich plant material is added and left to 
ferment . The resulting compost pro
duces methane gas that is piped di
rectly into individual homes and used 
for cooking and heating . 

The waste from two pigs can pro
duce enough energy each day for a 
family to cook its food . The material 

that remains in the biomass tanks 
is composted into organic fertilizer. 
When this rich ferti lizer is applied 
to the fatigued soil of the Tibetan 

plateau, new life is coaxed into the 
tired earth . With in a year, fam ilies 
are planting vegetables they never 
thought they could afford-let alone 
produce. When people can eat fresh , 
seasonal vegetables without breath
ing in smoke from open wood fires in 
enclosed tents, their health improves 
remarkably. Women especia lly have 
benefited. Now that they don't have 
to spend their days hunting for elu
sive firewood on barren plains, they 
have time to pursue alternative sourc
es of income . 

Anyone who has worked with 
sustainable development on a local 
family-to-family basis knows that it 
doesn't take an enormous amount of 
money to make a rad ical difference. 
The waste from a couple of pigs-or 
some mirrors encased in a concrete 

frame as a solar oven-can create 
enough energy for whole families to 
become self-sufficient. Traditiona l 
communities can once again begin 

to balance what they take from the 
earth with what they give back to it. 

THE AMITY FOUNDATION 
Over th past two decades, find
ing ways to farm sustainably, using 
renewable energy sources, has be
come a priority for the Amity Founda
tion in the People 's Republic of China . 
Amity, a long-term Global Ministries ' 

partner, is an independent nongov
ernmental Chinese social-service or
ganization . It was inspired by Chinese 

Christians 25 years ago as a way to 
live out Christ's gospel in Chinese 
society. In 1985, at a t ime when the 

Support for Am ity's life -enhanc ing 

projects should be made through 
Amity Foundation Advance #11151A. 
Donations to support the missionary 

work of the China program should 
be made to Diane Allen Advance 
#10163Z. 
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government's policies were releasing 

the creative talents of its citizens, Chi
nese Christian leaders started Amity 
as a way to make Christ's loving care 

known through service. Since then, 
Amity has become one the of the 
most respected faith-based social
service organizations in China. Even 

the Chinese government has asked 
the agency to help other nongovern
mental groups organize around impor

tant environmental and social issues. 
One of Amity's continued goals has 
been to make its Chinese Christian 
involvement and participation more 

widely known to the Chinese people . 

EGGPLANTS IN THE DESERT 

Mr. Zhou Xianlong was quick to see 
the advantages of a biogas system. 
With a microfinance loan from Amity, 
he bought a polytunnel (a polyethyl

ene shelter used to grow plants that 
require a warm and humid environ
ment). installed a biogas system, and 
now heats his polytunnel using the 
waste of his pigs. In weather that can 

easily dip below freezing, Mr. Zhou 
and his wife are growing eggplants, 
tomatoes, zucchini, and many other 
vegetables that he sells to his local 

Left Page: Pigs in China not only supply food 
for a meal, but the waste from two pigs can 
provide enough energy each day for a fam
ily to cook its food. Photo.Diane Allen Above: A 
load of peppers in the open-air market can 
bring a good price. 

village. He makes a profit. and the 
local people don't need to travel long 

distances every week for their veg
etables . Mr. Zhou's organic pigs also 

provide a handy source of local meat. 
Amity often works in villages 

where local governments are desper
ate to make life easier for residents. 
In some villages, especially in rural 
western China, a family's monthly in

come can be about $8-the price of 
a cup of coffee at Beijing's Capital 
Airport. Yet even in these situations, 
Amity must work hard to overcome 

superstitions and persuade villagers 
to give renewable energy a try. 

AMITY BAKE-OFF, SOLAR STYLE 

In Qinghai province, the high altitude 
and sun-filled skies provide perfect 
conditions for solar stoves-porta

ble stoves that use the sun's energy, 
concentrated and reflected onto a pot 
or pan . To promote stove use, Amity 
and its local partners hold cooking 
contests using both solar and biogas 
stoves. Village cooks prepare such 

dishes as fragrant hot-and-sour shred
ded potatoes, beef and potato stews, 
meat pies, deep-fried chicken fillets, 
mutton with scall ions, and stir-fried 
cabbage. 

These simple technologies, which 
greatly improve the lives of farm 
families, follow one of the main prin
ciples of sustainable development. 
The technology can be adapted with

out adversely affecting traditional 
cultures, the natural environment. or 
conventional ways of life. Amity has 
distributed tens of thousands of solar 
stoves and sponsored the installa

tion of thousands of biogas systems 
throughout China . 

ORGANIC GARLIC FERTILIZER 

In May 2008, at 2:28 pm, a devas
tating earthquake ripped through 
Sichuan province . It left 90,000 adults 

and children either dead or missing. 
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A solar stove using the sun 's energy greatly 
improves the lives of farm families without 
adversely affecting the natural environment. 

To provide disaster relief and reha
bilitation, Amity worked w ith Woyun 
village in Mianzhu county, where 
nearly 300 homes had been flattened . 
One of the villagers' first priorities was 

care of the crops already in the fields
especially garlic, wheat. and canola. 
Those were the cash crops on which 
future livelihoods depended . Through 

consultation, Amity convinced the 
villagers that organic fertilizer would 
be a much healthier alternative for 
the crops and for the soil; so the 
villagers took a chance . The follow

ing spring, they enjoyed a bountiful 
harvest. Today, they are learning more 
about how to "go organic." 

Many creative things are happen
ing in China-things that link pover

ty alleviation with renewable energy, 
sustainable agriculture, and organic 
care of God's remarkable earth. Unit
ed Methodists can be proud that the 

programs they support through Glob
al Ministries ' partners in China are 

rich in innovation and full of integrity 

for God's marvelous creation . 

Diane Allen is a United Methodist 
missionary serving the United 
Methodist China Program. 
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Y 
ongor Kolubah of Caldwell 
Village, Liberia, worked with 
her husband to grow vege

tables, to the best of their ability, on 
their one-and-a-half-acre farm. Un
fortunately, what the two produced 
together was not enough to sustain 
them and their two children . So her 
husband took a job at a local rubber 
factory to make ends meet. Kolubah 
became the family's primary farmer. 

When Ko lubah heard that the In
tegrated Crop and Pest Management 
(ICPM) Farmer Field School training
provided by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR)- was 
being offered in her community, she 
signed up. She wanted to learn what 
she and husband had missed in trying 
to produce market-quality vegetables. 

Even during an intensive 18-week 
training course, Kolubah immediately 
began to apply w hat she had learned. 
Her first cabbage harvest was a huge 
success. She ea rned more money by 
sell ing produce and seeds at the loca l 
market and to her neighbors . When 
people in Kolubah's community saw 
her success, they too wanted to join 
Kolubah on her fa rm. 

SHARING KNOWLEDGE FOR 
SELF-EMPOWERMENT 
UMCOR's Sustainable Agricul-
ture and Development Program 
(UMCOR-SA&D). an initiative of its 
Hunger and Poverty Program, helps 
farmers like Kolubah and her hus
band get on their feet. It aims to 
minimize farmers ' dependence on 
outside support for technical, f inan
cial, and human resources . UMCOR
SA&D invests in peoples ' knowledge 
with the primary goal of improving 
the standard of living in rural commu
nities, especially in Africa . 

Left Page: UMCOR Farmer Field School 
trainees make their observations and record 
their assessments on how well their crop is 
grow ing. Phoro. Judith Sant1ago/ UMCOR 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK • JULY/AUGUST 2010 29 

Yongor Kolubah and her husband pose in front of their new home made possible through techniques 
learned at UMCOR's Integrated Crop and Pest Management training. 

To encourage farmers to share what they have learned with others in their 
community, UMCOR-SA&D uses a farmer--to-farmer approach . Farmers who 
have learned better methods are encouraged, in turn, to teach others in their 
own and other communities . This approach extends the program's reach . In 
this way, knowledge is not contained within one individual or community, but 
is wide ly shared. 

" Providing information through training is more useful and valuable than 
providing money and materials," says June H. Kim, UMCOR's Hunger and 
Poverty executive. UMCOR focuses on providing farmers and farm commu
nities with the skills they need to produce healthy and nutritious crops using 
avai lable loca l resources . This enables farmers to produce their own food 
cheaply. The program uses a people-centered approach to food production that 
empowers communities to take food security into the ir own hands. Should 
liveli hoods be disrupted by war or natural disasters, communities will have 
w ithin them the know ledge to restart their lives. 

This w as the case with Bindu Dalo from the Neingbein village of Liberia. 
Dalo was off to a successful start after partic ipat ing in an UMCOR ICPM train
ing. But w hen intense f ighting broke out during Liberia's 14-year civil war, Dalo 
lost everything . The ha rsh blow made Dalo realize that what remained was 
her UMCOR-acquired knowledge. She re lied on this hope as her foundation to 
bounce back from that tremendously difficult period. 

In a visit in 2008, UMCOR staff discovered that Dalo was doing well while 
managing a 300-tree Moringa farm-another component of the UMCOR

SA&D program . She created a successful Moringa business. Moringa is very 
high in nutrients. What's more, Dalo, who used to live on the fringe of her com
munity, has become an outspoken advocate of UMCOR 's SA&D-supported 
activities . She shares her UMCOR-acquired know ledge with doctors and Unit
ed Nations staff members, and she testifies about how this knowledge helped 
her rebuild her life after the war. 
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SHARING WEALTH, REAPING BENEFITS 
Kolubah embraced UMCOR's farmer-to-fa rmer model and let the community 
join her fa rm. She allowed several people in her tow n to grow food on her 
land, sha rin g her newly acqui red knowledge with them. She also ce lebrates 

w ith them as they reap the benefits and prosper. "This land is not just for us," 
Kolubah says. " I want my ch ildren to learn what I have learned." 

Kolubah 's average intake from her vegeta ble fa rm is $85 a month . Si nce 
she now earns more than her husband, she has encouraged him to join her 
back on the fa rm so that. working together, they can increase their profits. 

What's more, UMCOR's ICPM training gave Kolubah and her husband the op
portunity to bu ild a new house, where they now live w ith their two ch ildren. 
Now Kolubah is empowered to go to school to learn how to read and w rite, 
and she can provide her children with a good education. 

FARMER FIELD SCHOOL 
UMCOR's ICPM Fa rmer Field School 
training takes place over an ent ire grow
ing season. Th is allows farmers enough 
time to plant test plots using different 
methods: traditional, organic, chemical, 
and integrated, to learn w hat growing 
techniques w ork best for them. They 

shared experiences. solutions are 
often found to the problems identi
fied . Once farmers fi nd the root cause 
of a problem, they work together on 

its solution. The trainer then affirms 
or corrects their recommendations. 
Th is unified effort is helping farmers 

learn from one another and deter
mine for themselves the best farming 
techniques for growing various crops . 

ADDRESSING COMMUNITY 
CONCERNS 
UMCOR 's Farmer Field School 

doesn 't only address crop- and pest
management techniques. It also cov
ers topics of community concern , 
such as HIV/AIDS, managing financ
es, and community organization . The 
fa rmers develop a strong sense of 
unity as they w ork together to bet
ter themselves and their families . In 

make careful observat ions, analyzing Liberia, a group of fa rmers came to-

and comparing the crops, which en
ables them to determine the method 
that produces the best quality and the 

highest yie lds with the lowest production cost. Most farmers who participate 
in the Field School have limited formal education. UMCOR's training empow

ers them to reach toward higher goals-not only for themselves but for their 
ent ire community. The tra ining encourages farmers to further their educa
tion. For example, Vorgoborwolo Kpadele, an ICPM tra inee in Caldwell Village, 
Liberia, expressed plans to go to college and to major in agriculture . 

Farmer Field School pa rt icipants are divided into groups and sent out to 
record the ir observations of crops recently planted . Working as a team, each 
group observes the quality of the crop; notes the volume of leaves, branches, 
or flowers ; and measures the plant's height and diameter. In this way, the 
fa rmers can assess the specific growth stages of each crop. This data 
helps them determine which growing technique works best. They 
also count the number of insects found on the crops and compare 
that number to the previous month's record to determine whether a 
pesticide is necessary while learning which insects are beneficial and 
which are harmful. They also learn how to combat pests in ways that 

use natural resources instead of costly chemicals . 
After completing their evaluations, the farmers gather back at 

the school and begin to make final assessments . Problems encoun
tered by one farmer are openly discussed with others . Through these 

Above: Bindu Dalo stands by a Moringa tree. Photo. June K1m/UMCOR 

Right: After returning from the field, farmers document and discuss their findings 
with the entire group. Photo: June Kim/UMCOR 

gether to produce and sell rice, using 

the proceeds to dig a community 
well. In other areas, farmers used 
what they learned in a Farmer Field 
School about a savings program to 
develop their own credit unions. 

The LJMCOR-SA&D Program is 
offering hope to small-scale farm
ers, empowering them to make bet
ter life choices as well as take part in 
their own community development. 
Farmers throughout Africa are learn
ing from one another, encouraging 
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Beekeeping trainer, Victor Kpe, displays a 
handmade bee smoker, wearing a Volta bee 
suit he invented himself. The smoker con
tains sawdust that helps calm overactive 
bees during harvesting. Photo. June K1m/UMCOR 

one another, and empowering oth
ers to grow and learn to improve their 
communities . 

SWEET, SUSTAINABLE 
BEEKEEPING 
Off-fa rm activit ies, such as beekeep
ing, are also proving to be susta inable 
and sweet for people in rura l commu
nities. UMCOR-SA&D's beekeeping 
training was the f irst of such models 
to be introduced in post-war Liberia . 
Having begun with just 15 farmers, 
UMCOR's beekeeping training has 
now grow n tenfold to include 150 
fa rmers, with many more seeking the 
UMCOR training. 

Four Nimba County communi
ties taking part in UMCOR-SA&D's 
beekeeping training build on their 
experience through regular follow
up visits w ith farmers and trainers. 
Since 2008, the community has in
vested about $40,000 into the rural 
economy from the sale of honey. 
Beekeeping brings farmers sweet re
wards as they participate in the pro
cessing and bottling of honey for local 
and urban markets. Honey is sold for 
$15 to $20 per gallon-substantially 
increasing a farmer's personal income 

and making possible a better fut~re for 
a farm family. 

Besides serving as a sweetener 
for food or drink, honey can be used 
as a salve and as a medicine for cough 
and asthma relief . Beeswax can be 
used for batik textiles, which are then 
sold at market. Propolis, the glue 
that bees collect from particular tree 
buds, can be used for furniture con
struction . "Beekeeping brought me 
to where I' am," says Victor Kpe, age 
51, UMCOR 's top beekeeper trainer. 
Before participating in beekeeping 
through the UMCOR-SA&D program, 
Kpe was struggling to put food on the 
table and to support his wife and five 
children. He was also extremely shy. 
With mentori ng and support from 
UMCOR-SA&D, Kpe now confidently 
t ra ins others in Liberia, Ghana, Sierra 
Leone, and the Democratic Repub
lic of Congo. He lives in a new home 
and can afford to send his child(en to 
school and to provide health care for 
his family. 

TRANSFORMING LIVES 
UMCOR trainers are farmers w ho 
have proven experience training oth
ers on topics covered by the SA&D 
program. UMCOR-SA&D staff and 
trainers identify leadership qualities in 
the people they train . They recogn ize 
each farmer's true potential , spotting 
hidden qualities that will lead him or 
her to succeed in the community. 
Most of these farmers have limited 
education and lack the confidence 
to do greater things for themselves . 
With added support and encourage
ment from UMCOR-SA&D staff, 
farmers throughout Africa are holding 
their own, developing innate abilities 
that will bring them success and en
able them to help others. 

Mozart Adevu is a Global Min
istries' missionary in Ghana who 
serves as UMCOR's regional coordi
nator for the UMCOR-SA&D program 
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in Africa . Having been instrumental in 
the program's overall training of farm
ers, he encourages trainees to pass 
on what they've learned to help oth
ers reach their potential. Adevu took 
Kpe under his wing and prepared him 
to conduct his very first training in his 
home country of Ghana. In 2002, Kpe 
himself became an UMCOR trainer. 
In that same year, he harvested 100 
gallons of honey from 18 colonized 
hives at his bee farm in Ghana . He 
later produced a second harvest of 66 
ga llons of honey. 

A farmer who p3r~icipates in UMCOR's 
Integrated Crop and Pest Management 
training. Photo: June Kim/UMCOR 

UMCOR IN AFRICA 
Each year, thousands of individu
als benefit from the UMCOR-SA&D 
program-either directly, as newly 
transformed farmers, or as people 
who have heard of the new farming 
methods by word of mouth. More 
than half of the beneficiaries are 
women, and 60 percent of the tra in
ing recipients teach the new methods 
to their friends . UMCOR has conduct
ed training programs in the Democrat
ic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Liberia, 

and Sierra Leone, and has supported 
programs in Gambia, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, and Senegal. 

Judith Santiago is a project manager 

for UMCOR Communications. 
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fffiPOWERlnG lOC~l CHURCHU THROUGH CH~D 
Hn Interview wit~ Romeo (Romy) ael Ro~~rio 
by Paul Jeffrey . 

Paul Jeffrey: Three missionaries from 

The United Methodist Church work 
with the Community Health and Ag

ricultural Development program in 
Cambodia. How do CHAD 's work
ers incarnate the gospel and develop 

leaders? 

are already there. [Missionary] Irene 

Mparutsa is teaching people that they 
shouldn't be afraid to go to the hospital. 
She tells th.em, "If you do go, the first 

step you take is this, then you do this," 
and so on . She trains people to serve 
as guides, leading others through the 

process so that they can fully use the 

their ch ildren w ill have better access 
to universities. 

The other option young people 
have is to seek out work . Unfortu
nately, that often means leaving the 
country of Cambodia entirely. Many 
young people go to Vietnam or Tha i

land to find work. One way or anoth-
Romy del Rosario: In some areas of the services available to them. er, there is a lot of pressure on youth 
country, people are subsistence rice All of CHAD's projects are ulti- to leave the countryside . 

farmers and raise their own animals . 
So they haven't thought much about 
an economy based on money. But 
Cambodia has increasingly become a 

money economy; the cost of books. 
pencils, and school uniforms for their 

children is beyond what parents can 
afford . So we need to help our people 
survive in an economy that's no lon
ger mainly based on farming. 

CHAD is also about health . Right 
now the cost of medicines is high . 
The government can't shoulder all the 

costs of medical care. so we have to 
train our people in community health . 
Part of that training involves teaching 

mately successful only when they're 
taken over by the local churches . 
That's why we're developing social
concern committees in our congrega
tions . We're trying to empower each 
local church to do the ministry itself. 
Since CHAD can't minister to every
body's social concerns, we're training 

local churches to take this ministry 
on . Fortunately, pastors are gaining 
confidence in knowing what to do 
and being able to help their members 
when something happens. 

Paul: Can you convince people in the 

countryside that they don't have to 

people how to use the services that migrate to the city to fill their needs? 

Ken Cruz, a United Methodist missionary 
from the Philippines, works with CHAD. 

Romy: The more focus CHAD gives to 
developing and enhancing the econ
omy and livelihood in the villages, 
the better our ability will be to slow 
down urban migration. People already 

know that the city does not have the 
answer to all their problems. The 
main reason for migration, besides 

work, is education . In some ways, 
that's encouraging. Despite their pov
erty, the people are dreaming of get

ting their children through university. 
If they come to Phnom Penh or Siem 
Reap or Battambang, that means 

Irene Mparutsa (right) examines a sick man 
in the Cambodian village of Pheakdei. A 
public health specialist. Mparutsa works 
with the Community Health and Agricultural 
Development program of the Methodist 
Mission in Cambodia. 

The Rev. Dr. Romeo de/ Rosario is 

a United Methodist missionary cur
rently serving as country director 
for the United Methodist Mission in 

Cambodia. He is a district superinten

dent and professor at the Cambodia 
Methodist Bible School. This article 

was taken from an interview con

ducted by a fellow missionary, the 

Rev. Paul Jeffrey. 
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by Katherine Parker 

Sometimes alleviating poverty hap

pens one person, one family, or one 

community at a t ime. Binn lm 's trans

formation started at the Battambang 

Methodist Church . Through her par

ticipation in the Women's Associa

tion of the United Methodist Mission 

Mission (UMVIM) with Community 

Health and Agricu ltural Development 

(CHAD) . Many people in her village re

ceived care . Since then, Binn Im has 

been working to ensure that people 

who need follow-up care are able to 

make the difficult journey to the pro-

Initiative in Cambodia, she received a vincial hospital at Battambang or to 

gift-loan of a pig to raise. She strug- Phnom Penh . She also serves as a pa

gled to care for the pig, overcoming tient advocate for them . 

several obstacles, including the death Binn Im saw how much people in 

of her pig's second litter. Neverthe

less. she was able to pass on piglets 

to another woman in her community. 

During this time, Binn Im respond

ed to a call to ministry. She attended 

the Methodist Bible School in Phnom 

Penh, where her son was also a stu

dent. Last year, she graduated and 

was appointed as assistant pastor to 

Prekedai Methodist Church, a rural 

congregation . 

Four months ago, Binn Im wel

comed a medical mission team to 

her church through the partnership 

of United Methodist Volunteers in 

her community suffered during the 

rainy season when there was insuf

ficient rice to eat. Local merchants 

charged 100 percent interest for a 

short-term loan of rice . So Binn Im en

visioned a rice bank on the church's 

property. With the approval of her dis

trict superintendent. the Rev. Treung 

Bunny, she worked with a group of 

15 families in her community to con

struct a barn in which to store the rice . 

One church member traveled two 

days to the mountainside to acqu ire 

trees to provide wood for the barn 's 

frame. Other families donated nails 

or bamboo slats, as they 

were able . All of the fami

lies worked together to 

weave pieces of thatch 

together to create the 

barn's roof and walls. In 

two weeks, the commu

nity had built a small barn 

to store rice-something 

none of them had the re

sources to accomplish 

alone previously. 

Katherine Parker (left) discusses water shortages with 
women in the Cambodian village of Pheakdei. 

Through several visits, 

CHAD staff continued to 

support Binn Im. They fa

cilitated community dis

cussions on how to write 

by-laws to govern a rice 

bank. Binn Im was think-

ing of selling her pigs to 

Reurn Reem, in the Cambodian village of 
Somrith, is the leader of the Methodist 
Women 's group in the village. She received 
the pig as part of an income-generating 
project sponsored by Methodist women. 

provide the initial inventory, but CHAD 

was able to provide $750 to buy sev

eral tons of rice . 

For the 15 families who currently 

belong to it. the rice bank is not only a 

means of addressing poverty but also 

an exercise in discipleship. Binn Im is 

continuing to nurture the community, 

so that, as the faith of the rice-bank 

members is strengthened and the 

rice in the bank grows, new members 

can join . The eventual goal is to estab

lish a second rice bank to accommo

date more neighbors. 

We love our neighbors because 

God first loved us. CHAD staff mem

bers will continue to walk this path 

with Binn Im and her congregation . 

The next step is a workshop on water 

and hygiene. As the community iden

tifies other needs and areas for part

nership, new projects w ill follow. 

Katherine Parker is a United Meth
odist missionary in service with the 
Methodist Mission in Cambodia, 
CHAD program. 
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HEHlTH m1n1~TRIE~ CHTCHlnG on 
by Irene Mparutsa 

In 2009, Pho Linn, a woman from the 

Phum Meas rural area; had come to 
a clinic sponsored by CHAD and a 
volunteer health team from the Unit

ed States . She was weak w ith ovar
ian cancer. We laid hands on her and 
prayed, referring her to the Russian 
Hospital in Phnom Penh. The doc
tor there could do nothing for her ex

cept confirm the cancer. A Methodist 

pastor stopped by and prayed w ith 
her every day. 

About a year later, I was accompa
nying a United Methodist Volunteer
in-Mission team from Virginia when 
I saw her again . She looked well! 
She was experiencing some pain , so 

I asked her to return to the Phnom 
Penh hospital for review. The doc

tor confirmed that she had no more 
cancer! She had continued to pray 
to Jesus; and, in her Buddhist vil
lage, the word has gotten around. 
She went home with a Bible, and her 

brother-in-law is now asking about 

building a church . 

ACCESS TO CARE 

After a meeting in Kratie with the Pro
vincial Health Director to talk about 

Irene Mparutsa 1s a United Methodist 
missionary in Cambodia. 

United Methodists can contribute 
to the work of CHAD through the 
Advance, Community Health and 
Agricultural Development, Advance 
#14916A. 

the problem of goiters (en largements 
of the thyroid gland), we decided to 

work together on a campaign to pre
vent the problem . Being able to work 
w ith high-level government officials 

on health issues is an exciting part 
of the Cambodia Mission Initiative's 
health ministry. We will begin with a 
house-to-house survey to learn more 
about the disease and what has al

ready been done for it. While in Kra
tie, we visited some village health 
centers to continue building rela
tionships and bridges between local 
health services, the church, and the 
community. 

Another goal of our visit to Kratie 

was to continue nurturing the newly 

established congregation there. 
Last week, the office door opened 

and Yei (Granny) Oeun and her pas

tor walked in . At first I thought she 
was Ming Phalla, another yei from 
her church who also has a beguiling 

smile and only one tooth . Yei Oeun 

and her pastor had a good laugh over 

my confusion and then she began to 
tell me her story. She wanted a refer
ral letter for free treatment at a clinic. 

I admired the wisdom of her appeal 
to CHAD for help. One translation of 

Proverbs 1 :2 speaks of the "discipline 

of wise thoughtfulness." She had 

heard of the CHAD ministry from her 
friend, Ming Phalla. Using the wisdom 

God had given her, she had thought it 
through and come to ask for help. 

A great part of the health minis
try continues to be helping people 
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access health care here in Phnom 

Penh. Church members and their 
families and neighbors from the 147 
Methodist Mission in Cambodia con
gregations-which are located all 
over the country-call on their pas
tors, who, in turn, contact CHAD. As 

the word gets out about CHAD, the 
number of people asking for help is 
growing. In January, members of the 
Social Concerns Committee partici
pated in a training to build their skills in 
advocating for affordable treatments . 

Mom Madeth (right), an eye technician, 
examines Yum Savy at the Mongkul Borey 
Referral Hospital in Cambodia 's Manteay 
Meanchey province. She was brought to 
the hospital by Leng Pros, a Methodist 
trained by CHAD who helps patients take 
advantage of government health services. 

Irene Mparutsa was commissioned 
as a Missioner of Hope in 1999. 
She is from the Mashonaland West 

Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe. 
Currently, she serves in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia, as the Community 
Health, Agriculture, and Microenter
prise Coordinator with the Cambodia 
Mission Initiative. 
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Above: Grinnell Glacier, 191 0. Kiser photo, courtesy GNP Archives 

Below: Grinnell Glacier, 2008. Lisa M cKean photo. USGS 

I n the early fall of 2009, I visited Glacier National Park in Montana . I had been 
there twice before, during the mid-1960s, when our family camped across 
the northern plains to escape the southern plains ' summer heat. Home 

movies shot on 8mm film preserved brief glimpses of glaciers that are now 
only a memory. 

Al though I don't remember much from those childhood trips, I've always 
wanted to go back-a desire that has grown more urgent in recent years as 
I've learned about global warming . I hoped to see the last of the park's main 
attractions before they're gone. 

GLACIERS AND CLIMATE 

Glaciers are formed during periods of 
regional cooling, when snow accumu
lates from year to year and gradually 

turns to ice . If this process continues 
long enough, the combined weight of 
snow and ice forces the bottom lay
ers to move across the land, eroding 
terrain like a giant scouring pad . But 
glaciers produce more than just sce
nic landscapes. Meltwater from alpine 

glaciers amounts to about a quarter of 
annual mountain runoff. These cool, 
clear streams provide more than half 
of the world's fresh water supply. 

If the climate turns warmer and 
drier, glaciers start retreating . And 
they've been under attack since the 
Industrial Revolution, when humans 
began exploiting fossil fuels and fill
ing the atmosphere wi th greenhouse 
gases. This has accelerated in recent 
years as we've increased our con
sumption of nonrenewable energy. 
Scientists estimate that 98 percent of 
earth's glaciers are now in retreat, and 
that 80 percent of them will disappear 
by the end of th is century. 

In 1850, there were about 150 gla
ciers in •the area that would become 
Glacier National Park. When my fam
ily visited the park in the mid-1 960s, 
there were about 50 left. Today there 
are only 26. Park brochures and ex
hibits currently say these dwindling 
survivors won 't last beyond the year 
2030. But the latest measurements 
indicate they're melting even faster 
than predicted . The glaciers of Glacier 
National Park w ill be completely gone 
by 2020, just a decade from now. 

Glacier was established in 1910 as 
the United States ' tenth national park, 
so government officials and local lead
ers have been gearing up for the cen
tennia l. Since we humans can't seem 

to kick our addiction to coal and oil 
and natural gas. maybe this would be 
a good time for a new name: Glacier 
Memorial National Park. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
H MUSCOGEE 

What does all this have to do with 
Mvs o e country? The Mvsko e 
people have lived in warm. humid 
environments for a very long time The 
Mvs o e language doesn 't even have 

word or glacier 
The impact of global warming may 

be more obvious at higher altitudes 
nd latitudes, where glaciers tend to 

live . But every part of our planet 1s 
feeling the effects of anthropogenic 
~human-caused) climate change The 
verage temperature on the Great 

Plains 1s already up 1.5 degrees com
pared to 1979- remarkable increase 
1n iust 30 years And 1t will likely iump 
nother couple of degrees during the 

ne t d cade 
Temperature rise 1n the southern 

Ir 1fson. 
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plains will be largest during the removal, with the Mvskoke people-
summer months Extreme weather 
events-heat waves, heavy rains. 
tornadoes-will become more fre
quent The southern plains will get less 
prec1p1tat1on during the 21st century, 
especially in the west The panhand
les of Oklahoma and Te as could dry 
up enough to produce another Oust 
Bowl In the very near future. people 
1n Mvskoke country are going to find 
themselves living in a climate that 1s 
noticeably hotter and more and than 
they remember 

It 1s almost as 1f the Mvskoke 
(Creek) Nation has pulled up roots 
and started migrating to the south
west We may roll out of bed one 
morning and wonder how we 
ended up in West Texas. or worse 
Could this be a second great 

H EE 

and everyone else-embarking on 
a long passage into the unknown? 
The earth simply cannot sustain our 
current levels of consumption and waste 
Anthropogenic climate change 1s 
tempting fate on this organic. blue 
planet 

Repnnted (condensed! from Muscogee Nation 
News (November 20091, courtesy of James Treat 

James Treat 1s an associate profes
sor m the Department of Rel1g1on. 
Umvers1ty of lllmo1s. Urbana-Cham
paign, and the author and editor of 
four books His research and wntmg 
focus on Amencan Indian environ
mental issues, especially m the con
te t of global c/Jmate change. He 1s 
an enrolled citizen of the Muscogee 

(Creek) Nat/on 

LO fRLENDS 

S W Woodhouse. the young 
surgeon-naturalist, left Phila-

• delph1a 1n the spring of 1849 
to ioin the Creek-Chero ee bound
ary survey L1 e most Mvs okes who 
were removed to Indian Territory, he 
had never been so far west Wood
house filled three small iournals dur
ing the summers of 1849 and 1850, 
recording his observations of the flora 
and auna 1n vs o e country As an 
avid orn1tholog1st. he was especially 
in erested 1n the birds he saw while 
allowing he survey crew 

by James Treat 

Among the many avian species he 
noted were the passenger pigeon, the 
Carolina parakeet, and the 1vory-b1lled 
woodpecker. Mvskokes who had 
made the long tre from the old coun
try were familiar with all three birds. 
since each ranged widely over the 
southeastern part of the cont1nen 
The passenger pigeon was once the 
most numerous bird 1n North Amer
ica A single migrating floe of pi
geons could stretch a mile wide and 
take several hours to pass overhead. 
Their roosts were congested enough 



Ivory-billed Woodpecker Illustration: 
Larry Chandler, www.larrychandlerart.com 

to break tree limbs. They were easy 
to hunt. and 19th-century Americans 
devoured them the way we eat chick
ens today. Carolina parakeets also 
traveled in large, noisy flocks . As the 
continent's only native parrots north 
of Mexico, they were valued for their 
brightly colored feathers . These talk
ative birds would eat just about any
thing, including farm produce. 

Ivory-billed woodpeckers were 
much less prevalent and preferred 
living in swampy forests . With a typi
cal wingspan of over 30 inches, they 
were among the largest woodpeck
ers in the world . Their black, white, 
and red coloration is similar to the 
more common pileated woodpecker. 

These three familiar types of bird 
must have helped ease the transition 

always a sad event, and it's the kind but maybe we should come up with 
of news that usually comes from sci- one. Scientists now say the plan
entists. But these particular losses et's animal and plant species are be
were also recorded in the Mvskoke coming extinct at a rate higher than 
language. We can find evidence of at any other time in the past 65 mil
our changing relationship to the natu- lion years . That's going back to the 
ra l world by comparing the two com
prehensive dictionaries that translate 
Mvskoke words into Engl ish . The 
first, written by R. M . Loughridge and 
David M. Hodge, was published in 
1890. The second, written by Jack B. 
Martin and Margaret McKane Mauld
in. was published in 2000. Today, 
the Mvskoke word pvce means "pi
geon." But, as Martin and Mauldin 
point out, it formerly referred to "the 
passenger pigeon," a more specific 
sense of the word that became obso
lete when this bird disappeared . 

The related word pvce-lane (which 
literally means "green pigeon ") trans
lates as "parrot. " Loughridge and 
Hodge noted an older sense, "parra
quet " (parakeet), reflecting Mvskoke 
fam iliarity with the Carolina parakeet 
in 1890. This species would also soon 
be gone, as would the meaning of its 
Mvskoke name. 

The ivory-billed woodpecker is a 
more elusive prey. Loughridge and 
Hodge recorded at least six words for 
different types of woodpecker, while 
Martin and Mauldin recorded more 
than eight. Most of their definitions 

fifth mass extinction in earth 's his
tory-the one that killed off most of 
the dinosaurs. The cause of death? A 
warmer climate. 

Today we're witnessing the sixth 
mass extinction on planet Earth . 
What makes this current episode dif
ferent is that global warming is being 
caused by human activity. We must 
reduce our exploitat ion of the natural 
world, lest we lose any more of our 
old friends . We must stop climate 
change before it stops us. 

Reprin ted (condensed) from Muscogee Nation 
News !September 2009), courtesy of James 
Treat 

James Treat is an associate profes

sor of rel1g1ous studies at the Univer

sity of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 

and the author of Around the Sacred 
Fire : Native Religious Act1v1sm 1n the 
Red Power Era, and he 1s the editor 

of three other books. 

for Mvskokes forced to move west. are too general to correlate with par
reminding them of home. But by the ticular species, especially those not 
early 20th century, all three species seen for nearly a century. 
had been declared extinct. American 
merchants over-hunted the passen
ger pigeon as a profitable food com
modity. American farmers massacred 
the Carolina parakeet to protect their 
commercial crops . American develop
ers wiped out the ivory-billed wood
pecker by destroying much of its spe
cialized habitat. We'll never again see 
these three old friends w inging their 

Perhaps one of these terms was 
used for ivory-billed woodpeckers , or 
perhaps the Mvskoke name has been 
lost. Or perhaps 1t survives 1n the 
memory of one of the elders, JUSt as 
some ornithologists believe the 1vory
billed woodpecker still lives 1n the Big 
Woods region of Arkansas. 

LOSING OLD FRIENDS 
way across Mvskoke country. Neither d1ct1onary includes a Mvskoke 

The extinction of a species is word for " extinct " or "extinction." 

Passenger Pigeon 
lllustrat1on 
Chromol1 thograph 
after pamtmg by 
Hayashi and Toda, 
from Charles Otis 
Whitman. 
Orthogenet1c 
Evolution 1n the 
Pigeons. 1919 
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The opening ceremony of the World People 's Conference on Climate Change in Bolivia. 

World People's Conference on 
Climate Change in Bolivia 
provided by the World Peoples Conference on Climate Change 

The model we support is not a model From April 19 to 22, more than 31,000 
of limitless and destructive develop- people gathered in Cochabamba, Bo
ment. All countries need to produce livia, for the World People's Summit 

the goods and services necessary on Climate Change and the Rights of 
to satisfy the fundamental needs of Mother Earth . In an interview for the 

their populations. But by no means Los Angeles Times, President Evo 
can they continue to follow the path. .. Morales of Bolivia said he had ex

that has led the richest countries to pected only 10,000 attendees . But 48 
have an ecological footprint five times governments sent official representa
bigger than what the planet is able tion and people from more than 140 
to support .... In an interdependent countries took part. 
system .. . it is not possible to reserve President Morales said he called 
rights only to human beings with- the People's Conference in response 

out provoking an imbalance in the to the failure of the United Nations 
system as a whole . To guarantee Climate Change Conference-held in 

human rights and to restore harmo- Copenhagen, Denmark, in December 
ny with nature, it is necessary to.... . 2009-to bring the developed nations 

recognize and apply the rights of to an agreement about their responsi

Mother Earth. bilities in creating and arresting global 
warming and climate change. 

From the "People 's Agreement" In an interview, Morales stat-

written by Conference delegates. ed that, at the UN climate summit, 
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developing nations were effective

ly being left in the cold, w hile a tiny 
group, dominated by a few rich gov
ernments, met in private to produce 

an unacceptable compromise ." 
The World People's Conference 

produced documents on 17 themes 
related to climate change . Morales 

planned to ta ke these proposals and 
strategies to the next UN Climate 
Conference, which meets in Mexico 
in November 2010. 

The " People 's Agreement" - which 
can be found on the World People's 
Conference webs ite (www.cmpcc. 

org)-laid out a plan for addressing 
world climate change. Devised by 
the world's indigenous people (a ma
jority of the conference participants) 
the plan ca lls for the creation of a 
multilateral organization. This organi

zat ion w ould manage environmenta l 

issues, protect climate migrants, ban 

the privatizing of knowledge about 
the earth and its resources, and ful ly 

respect the rights and freedoms of 
indigenous peoples. 

Conference participants stated 
their opposition to carbon compen
sation schemes, carbon trading, and 
other profit-based financia l mecha
nisms-seeing these devices, cre

ated by developed nations, as ways 
to ignore any real so lution . The " Peo
ple's Agreement" calls for the elimi

nation of all forms of colonialism and 
a real commitment to the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions, as out
lined in the Kyoto Protocol-a set of 

agreements around climate change 
ratified by 187 countries in 1997. 
Because it has not ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol , the United States is not 

bound by its laws, which took effect 
in 2005. 

Methodists in Bolivia represented 

the church at the World People 's 
Conference on Climate Change. 
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Thailand is losing coas tal lands to soil erosion and rising sea levels . Photo: Greenpeace 

Thailand's Global Warming 
Watch Network 
from a report by the Global Warming Watch Network 

The impact of global warming in
creases in intensity every day. Glob

al warming causes natura l disasters 
around the world to become more 
intense and frequent. Hurricanes are 
more severe . Polar ice caps are melt
ing at an alarming rate, causing the 
rising sea to inundate coastlines and 
low-lying islands . Rainy seasons are 
shorter; dry periods, longer. In other 

areas, heavy and sustained rains 
cause flash floods and landslides. 

No part of the w orld is immune 
from the impact of global warming 
and cl imate change. Thailand, for ex
ample, is losing coastal lands to soil 
erosion and rising sea levels . In the 

next 100 years, rising sea levels are 
predicted to flood much of the central 
part of the country. Bangkok, the capi
tal city, on the Gulf of Thailand, would 

be covered w ith sea water. Global 
w arming will also lead to drastic sea
sonal changes-causing heavy rains, 
landsl ides, drought, and a widespread 
resurgence of insect-borne diseases. 

Northern Thailand consists of rela
tively high mountain and valleys of 
various sizes . This region is an im
portant watershed . Many people de
pend on the area's natural resources 
for their livelihoods. Climate change 

causes many problems here, such 
as unreliable rainy seasons and sub
sequent drought, leading to water 
shortages and conflicts over water 
between urban and rural communi
ties . Conversely, heavy rains lead to 

floods and landslides, which have 
caused extensive damage to agricul
tural lands in many northern provinc
es, such as Utaradit, Chiang Mai, Nan, 

and Mae Hong Son. In the last three 
years, changes in the weather have 
also led to an increase in insect-borne 
diseases, such as dengue fever. 

In response, government agencies 
and nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) organized a forum to discuss 

the situation and ways to address it. 
As a result, the 57-member Global 
Warming Watch Network (GWWN) 

was created in 2007 as a collaborative 
effort to solve these problems. The 
GWWN involves government and 
nongovernmental organizations, pri
vate-sector agencies, and communi

ty-based organizations . In addition to 
government agencies in the Chiang 
Mai province, key nongovernmental 
and church members of the network 

include the Christian Conference of 
Asia (CCA), the Raks Thai Founda

tion, the YMCA, and the Chiang Mai 
Sacred Heart College. 

GWWN GOALS AND STRATEGIES 
The goal of the Global Warming 
Watch Network is to reduce green

house gas emissions in the urban 
areas of northern Thailand and to con
trol them by increasing green areas 

and rehabilitating forests in urban and 
highland areas. GWWN proposes to 
do this ch iefly by increasing popular 
awareness of the causes and impacts 
of global warning and climate change. 

Another way to achieve the goal 
is to promote and support activities 
or policies that reduce and capture 
greenhouse gases. To do this, net
work members have collaborated 
in collecting information about prob
lems, seeking possible solutions to 
global warming in northern Thailand, 
and establishing an information cen
ter. The network has already begun 
a campaign to increase public know

ledge and awareness by organizing 
public events and producing a radio 
program, newsletters, and articles on 

global warming . 
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Planting trees at Environmental Camp, the 
YMCA, Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

The network has also developed 

a solutions manual for organizations 
and the general public. It includes 
a tool that can be used to measure 
greenhouse gas emissions, suggest

ed ways to mitigate global warming, 
and a program to promote a Reduce, 
Recycle, Reuse strategy for reduc
ing waste . GWWN sponsors work

shops and seminars for students, the 
general public, government officials 
at all levels, and employees of pri
vate firms . It recommends efficiency 

methods in mass transit, the creation 
of bicycle lanes, increased awareness 
in urban areas, and the development 
of clean alternative forms of energy. 

CLIMATE AWARENESS 
CAMPAIGNS 
In pursuit of its objectives, GWWN 
has sponsored a number of events, 
workshops, and programs designed 
to get the word out to the people 

of northern Thailand . It has helped 
Chang Mai province celebrate Earth 
Day each year with seminars, dem

onstrations, exhibitions, contests, 
and fairs . On World Environment Day 
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in 2008, the governor of Chiang Mai warming and to promote a self-suf

challenged his audience to consume ficient lifestyle . The club's bi ke rides 
less energy and decrease depen- were joined by about 100 to 150 rid-
dence on fossil fuels, which increase 
greenhouse gas emissions . The gov

ernor also emphasized the impor
tance of making room for more green 
areas, since green plants synthesize 
carbon dioxide and release oxygen in 

the process of photosynthesis . Th is 
Environment Day campaign was pre

ceded by a seminar on global warm
ing, with the theme: " Kick the Habits! 
Toward a Low Carbon Economy." 

GWWN also staged a reforesta
tion event to commemorate World 
Environment Day. Th is event, " Re
turning Forest, Returning Life"

hosted by the Social Development 
and Services Unit of the Church of 
Christ in Thailand and the Ra ks Thai 
Foundation-was held in the Mae 
Taeng district of Chiang Mai province . 
Trees were planted by 150 students 
from Dara College, Prince Royal 
College, and Chiang Mai Christian 

College around the Suriyarungsee 
Church in Mae Taeng . At a second 
such event, in the Doi Saket district of 
Chiang Mai, about 100 people planted 
trees in Khun Kuang National Forest. 

The Chiang Mai Bicycle Club, a 
founding member of the GWWN 

network, holds regular bike rides to 
raise awareness concerning global 

ers-some of them foreigners living 
or visiting in Chiang Mai . They held 

discussions during rest stops at vari
ous interesting places around Chiang 
Mai City. 

The Klong Mae Kha, a canal, runs 
through the heart of Chiang Mai City. 

Unfortunately, it has been polluted 
with garbage and sewage discharged 
from houses, businesses, and fac
tories along its banks . In June 2009, 
the network and the Chiang Mai Mu
nicipality organized a cleanup centered 

on the most polluted part of the canal. 
There, at the Sri Don Chai intersection , 
more than 1000 participants collected 
garbage and pulled up water hyacinths 
and other invasive species that were 
blocking the canal, killing other plants 
and aquatic life . The struggle goes on . 

Global Ministries sponsored Chirayu 
Manlika, a "Person in Mission, " who 
worked with the Christian Confer

ence of Asia and was assigned to the 
Global Warm ing Watch Network. 

Below: The Klang Mae Kha, a canal, which 
runs through the heart of Chiang Mai City, 
has been polluted with garbage and sew
age discharged from houses, businesses, 
and factories along its banks. 
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Women's Assembly 
More than 6,500 women attended the quadrennial 

Women 's Assembly in St. Louis, Missouri, April 29 to 
May 2. The women honored their heritage, celebrated 
their present. and planned for their future together 
as United Methodist Women . In pre-Assembly day

long events, participants of an Ubuntu seminar left 
the convention site to do volunteer work at St. Louis 
community sites, while others joined Professor Dana 
Robert of Boston University School of Theology for a 
Mission Forward event that explored mission theology 
and practice. On May 1, 2,000 people gathered in St. 

Lou is' Kiener Plaza to demand just and fair federal im
migrant reform legislation . It was one of a dozen of 
such rall ies across the cou ntry. 

New Deputy General Secretary to Lead UMCOR 
The Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey was elected deputy 
general secretary for the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief . She succeeds the late Rev. Sam Dixon, who 

died as a result of the earthquake that shook Haiti in 
January of this year. Rev. Harvey is a pastor from Tex

as with a background in the local church, international 
health ministries, domestic disaster relief, and organi
zational management. She began a special assignment 
in late January as liaison between UMCOR and United 
Methodist congregations and was elected on April 13 
by the agency's di rectors. 

Rev. Harvey earned a bachelor 's degree in journal

ism, w ith an emphasis on public relations, from the 
University of Texas in Austin . She received a Master of 
Divinity degree at Perkins School of Theology, South
ern Methodist University. Rev. Harvey is married and 
has a daughter who is a freshman in college . 

United Methodist Response Continues in Haiti 
More than two months after the January 12 earthquake 
devastated Haiti, UMCOR continues to receive gifts 

from churches, individuals, and organizations to sup
port the people of Haiti. As of mid-May, $33.3 million 
has been received for UMCOR Haiti Relief. UMCOR 
is implementing a five-year work plan in three phases: 
emergency, recovery, and rehabilitation. 

Layette and birthing kits, equipped for mothers 
and infants, are in great demand as Haitians begin to 
rebuild their lives . These kits address the basic needs 
of babies being born in displaced-persons camps every 
day in Haiti . Go to www.umcor.org "Send Relief Sup
plies" to learn more about assembling the kits. Cash 
Donations may be made through your church : UMCOR 
Advance #418325, Haiti . Contact your conference or 
local district office to find out how to transport your sup
pl ies to one of the two UMCOR depots. 

United Methodist Map to Change in June 
United Methodists will draw a new map of United 
States' structures following May and June sessions 
of annual conferences. Clergy and lay members 
in New York, New England, and Pennsylvania will 
re-form to become the Upper New York and Susque
hanna conferences. 

Troy Conference members in Vermont will join 
the New England Conference, and Troy members in 
northeastern New York will become part of the new 

Upper New York Conference. Pennsylvania churches 
in the Wyoming Conference will merge with Central 
Pennsylvania to form a new conference with the pro
posed name of the Susquehanna Annual Conference . 
Wyoming Conference churches in New York w ill be
come part of the Upper New York Conference, along 
w ith members of North Central New York, Western 
New York, and the New York section of the Troy 

Annual Conference . 
Conference realignments resulting from member

ship losses require four of the f ive United States ju
risdictions to eliminate one bishop by 2012 . 

DEATHS Pearl C. Foster, ret ired missionary with 4 
years of service in Tonga, died April 6, 201 O .. . Loma 
Haines, retired missionary with 24 years of service 
in the United States, Burma, Singapore, and China, 

died April 12, 201 O .. . Maud Reynolds, retired mis
sionary with almost 7 years of service in India , died 
May 1, 201 O .. . Loretta M . Gruver, ret ired mission
ary with 36 years of service in the Un ited States, 

Cote d' lvoire, and Liberia , died May 5, 2010 . 

-0 c 
.., J 
.Q. ;::+ 
CD ro 
~ 0. 
r (f) 
iii' Qi 
:' ro 

: (/) 

~ . 
(/) 
;::;· 
ID 
er 
ID 
3 
I 
c 
3 
() 

0 .., 
ID ..... 
Ol 
er 
0 
c 
<:!. 
c 
(/) 

3 
< ..... 
Ol 
J 
Q. 

Q_ 
()' 
'A 

0 
J 

c 
(}'. 

0 '< -· ro 
IJl Ol 'i .., 
§' ~ 
l> ro 
IQ J' 
~ . 0 
() IJl 
c .... 
- CD 
( Q 

a; )> 

vd 
J' c 

Ol 
~ -. () 
IQ 0 
0 J 
0 -h 
Q CD 

< a; 
(]) J 
J () 
C CD 
CD Ol 
(/) J 

oo. 
.., u 
IJl Ol 
J' ;:i 
0 ii' 
~ -- u 
J tll 

co m 
0 Q 
c - · .., J 
u .... .., ::r 
.2. (]) 
~ $'. 
(/) ~ 

5· 
c 
J 
IQ 
tll 



M 
'It 

0 
c; 
N 
f-
(/) 

:J 
l'.J 
:J 
~ 
~ 
:J --, . 
:,£ 

0 
0 
_J 
f-
:J 
0 
0 
_J 

er: 
0 s 
s 
w 
z 

'-
~ 
c: 

"' \..) 

c 
Vi c: 
~ 
"' ->< 
"' -.J 

Hallelujah Moment from Spirit Lake 
"God Made the Gorillas" 
by Mike Flowers. Mike and Libby Flowers are Dakotas Conference 
missionaries serving the Spirit Lake Ministry Center. 

Volunteers at Spirit Lake 
M inistry Center play ball 
with local children. 

"Ms . Franks, did you know that God made the gorillas?" "Yes, I did," 

responded Charlotte Franks, counselor and tutor at the Warw ick Pub
lic School on Spirit Lake in North Dakota . Ms. Franks was teaching 
about gorillas when one of the young boys stood up to ask this ques

tion. She then began to talk about the food gorillas eat. 
The young boy stood up again . "Ms. Franks, did you know that 

God made bananas and trees and leaves?" he asked . "Yes, I did," she 

answered and went on to talk about the gorillas' water supply. Again , 
the boy stood up and questioned, " Ms. Franks, did you know that God 
made the water, too?" "Yes," she said . "I did know that. Where did 

you learn that God made all of these things? " " I learned it at my play

ground. There are people that come during the summer with a trailer. 

They play with us, tell us stories, and teach us that God loves us." 
The "people" are on mission volunteer teams from all over the 

country who share the love of Jesus Christ with the children of the 
Spirit Lake Reservation . They spend a week at the Spirit La ke Ministry 
Center. They're making a difference. 

For more information about volunteer opportunities at Spirit Lake 

Nation or other sites in the North Central Jurisdiction , contact Lorna 
Jost at umvim-ncj@brookings.net. For opportuniti es throughout the 

United States, visit gbgm-umc.org/about/us/mv/ and click on the " US 

Project List." 

1~Global Ministries ~I® ~he United Methodist Church 

Mujila Falls Agricultural Centre in Zambia 
by the Rev. Paul L. Webster, a Global Ministries ' missionary serving the Mujila 
Falls Agriculture Centre in Kanyamba, Zambia. 

Selling more than 1,000 eggs 
per day is not an easy chore. 

Our chickens have been trans
ferred to our newly refurbished 
building and are now produc
ing about 1,300 eggs per day. 

It takes us two hours or more 
just to get the eggs over the 
rough roads to Mwinilunga . 

We are looking for a partner 

who will agree to just a 20 
percent markup. 

Our latest news has been 

the birth of our first four calves 
from our heifer and a new bull, 

Baluba . All four ca lves are heif

"M ilk break" at the Mujila Falls Daycare Center. 
The milk is produced and processed at Mujila 
Falls Agricultural Centre, a United Methodist 
mission in Zambia. 

ers, which is just what we want. Our old bull produced mostly bull calves 
and this greatly slowed the growth of our small herd! 

The maize crop is about to be harvested and is looking better than any 
previous crop. This week we are hauling in the soybeans and preparing 

our crib to receive the new corn crop. Also, this year we are receiving 

many more bananas, plantains, guavas, and pineapples . My canning jars 

are now all full and our freezer is about half full of processed fruit. 
In other news, we have started a second preschool daycare cen

ter at our church in Ka nyama and already have about 40 students . Last 
year we hosted Annual Conference and participated in the Mwinilunga 
District Agriculture Show, good venues for showing our projects. 
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Turtle Rock Farm 
by Pat Hoerth, a deaconess, spiritual director, and retreat leader at Turtle Rock 
Farm in Billings, Oklahoma. 

Child ren from Mayo Demonstration School in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
and Billings Elementary School in Bill ings, Oklahoma, 
visited Turtle Rock Farm located in the lovely woods of 
northeastern Oklahoma . The children learned about gardening 
and composting . They learned about Canada geese, cedar 
waxwings, dogs, hens, red wiggler worms, and other wonders 
of creation . The alpacas were a big hit with the children, as 
were the lure of ponds and the wide-open prairie . 

The students from Billings built three raised beds and 
planted seeds for their garden . With funding by the Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental Quality, we purchased two Roly 
Poly Pig Composters . Each day the students would take the 
scraps from the cafeteria and put them in the composter pig's 
snout. Outside, near their raised-bed garden, they could see 
the pan of scraps, the composter, and the soil-filled raised beds . 
We showed them how they were about to turn that food into 
soil that would grow food. "We're growing food from food!" 
one student exclaimed as she got the concept. 

We invited them to Turtle Rock Farm to see all the different 
ways we have of generating poop for composting. We showed 
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Above: Feeding the alpacas 
at Turtle Rock Farm. Left: A 
Turtle Rock resident. 

them red wiggler worms, our five ch ickens, and how we let 
the c.hickens have their way with next year 's garden plot
scratching it. gorging on the insects, and fertiliz ing it. We made 
them very happy when we allowed them to catch grasshoppers 
to feed to the chickens. We showed them the alpacas and 
their poop, which is the best on the farm . We taught them the 
different ways we generate manure and how it becomes the 
food we eat. And we showed them our gardens, which are 
beautiful right now-thanks, at least partly, to the poop we 've 
composted from the chickens, the worms, and the alpacas. 

1~Global Ministries ~I® ~he United Methodist Church 
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THE UNITED METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Loan Funds 
are available for: 

PURCHASES 

CONSTRUCTION 

REFINANCING 

EXPANSION 

MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS 

UMDF 
THE UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 

For a loan packet and application: 

Providing Church Loans 
and Investments for 

over 50 years 

Rate 6.49% 

Size Limit F R 0 M $ 2 5, 0 0 0 T 0 $ 3, 5 0 0, 0 0 0 

Term 10 TO 20 YEARS 

Call: 1-800-862-UMDF •Email : umdf@gbgm-umc.org •Website: www.gbgm-umc.org/ umdf 
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Clean 
Wat 
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Hop 
Closd to half of all people expe · 
health problems caused by 
unsanitary water. 

Your gift to Advance •3206 
provides access to clean wat 
communities around the worl 
building wells, promoting safe 
and improving water suppli 

Please make a contribution 
www.umcorwater.0t9 


