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THE HOPE OF SUDAN 

This May-June edition of New World Outlook is our annual mission-study 
issue, a companion piece to the geographic topic studied at the Schools 
of Christian Mission. This year the new study is on the country of Sudan. 

It is a difficult study. The first article in this issue begins with conflict; the 
timeline depicts a cou ntry riddled by a series of violent invasions, coups, 
and civil outbreaks. United Methodist mission outreach in the country con
centrates on providing the most basic of needs: food, water, shelter, and 
schools . The stories are about shifting populations-people leaving all behind 
and running for their lives, only to settle and repeat the process all over again . 
Southern Sudanese describe their experience of returning to their communi
ties after years of flight; finding nothing left, they strive to rebuild. Yet, in the 
midst of their rebuilding, violence breaks out again . 

As our staff was preparing this issue for publication, we received news 
that visiting members of the mission-travel study team were holed up in their 
hotel in Yei, Sudan. Shooting started in the city and moved into their location, 
apparently military unrest over veterans ' benefits. The entire team made it 
out safely to Uganda and returned to the United States unharmed-but their 
lives have changed. 

Paul Jeffrey returned from Southern Sudan a few weeks before the mis
sion-travel study team arrived. He brought back hundreds of photos that de
picted the state of affa irs: sparse surroundings; few material goods; weary 
faces of mothers and fathers striving to keep their children safe; backbreak
ing labors of water fetching, planting, harvesting, and building with little or no 
mechanized equipment. But as I reviewed the photos for this issue, another 
story emerged: a picture of strong and resilient Sudanese children . 

The photo on the contents page is one such picture . Youth-not con
scripted as soldiers, but students-attending school. Events outside Sudan, 
particularly the US presidential election, have not escaped their attention. 
Jeffrey has a knack for finding these kinds of photo opportunities-partly, I 
think, because he takes the time to ask them: "Hey, what do you guys do for 
fun around here?" and partly because he looks for a tough and resilient God 
at work in all people and in all kinds of situations . These children are Sudan's 
hope for a better future. They have survived horror and deprivation-more 
than most of us will ever see in our lifetimes-and they have survived . More 
than that, they still play, dream, laugh, and beguile. 

For more of Paul 's photos of Sudanese children, visit our website http:// 
gbgm-umc.org/nwo and click on the special feature "The Hope of Sudan." 

Christie R. House 

January-February issue, 2009 
Small Churches: Big Mission 

A s a new subscriber. I am excited 

about curling up with each issue 

to learn more about Christian mission 

around the world . I read in the January

February issue with mock horror your 

suggestion to abandon the printed word 

in favor of online news. 

Please don't consider that. The print

ed word is one of the last vestiges left to 

those of us who grew up as Christians 

res 

nuaq 

k. I v 
ain a 

our c 
mber 
ther 

ry, w 
ded. 

Some 
in a previous era . Please pamper us who e whe 
still look forward to each printed issue in also 
lieu of groping on an ill-suited computer 

screen for such news. . 

The Rev. Conway Keib/er J 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania • 

I read in your January-February 2009 
New World Outlook that you are 

considering going online with the 

publication . 

auto 

k ati" 
g the 
Pleas 

us. 

I realize this will result in cost sav- ave I 
ings not only for paper but also for post- - ut/01 

age. However. I, like many other of your vou 

readers. do not have a computer, and ch t 
at my advanced age, I do not intend to ev1ou 

purchase one. It is an imposition to ask nt fa 

friends to copy the magazine. Therefore, 
I hope some print copies will be avail-

able, even at an increase in price. tloo, 

New World Outlook is an excellent 

publication, and the editors are to be 

commended for their fine work. 

Charlotte Rodwell 

Beaver, Pennsylvania 

nsrs 



Letters 

I am responding to your editorial in the 

January-February 2009 New World Out

look. I would like to see the magazine 

remain a printed item. We get one copy 

at our church and share it with other 

members . Most of us are not emailers. 
We then file the copy in the church li

brary, where it can be referenced when 

needed . 

Sometimes we go back and read an ar

ticle when a topic comes up for discussion . 

We also may leave an interesting issue lay

ing out on the table, where people pick it up, 
look at it, and read it while waiting, some

thing they wouldn't do with a print-out. 

Please leave the magazine in print form 
for us 

Alice Crouse 

President/UMW, DeSoto UMC 
Muncie, Indiana 

I have been a subscriber to New World 

, Outlook for many years . When I picked 

up your two recent issues. I found it 
much harder to read the font than in 

previous issues . It needs to be a bolder 
print for me to read without a lot of eye

strain or use of a magnifying glass . 
Thank you for producing New World 

Outlook magazine . It is a wonderful edu
cational tool on missions that continues 

Christ's ministry into our current times . 

Leota Rae Bunnage 
Lebanon, Ohio 

March-April 2009 
Global Praise 
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In my article, " Global Prai se : Declaring God's Glory From the Four Corners of 
the Earth " (March/April 2009 issue of New World Outlook) , I failed to mention 

the pivotal contribution of the Global Praise Working Group in the creation of 
the Global Praise Program. The original members of this group are : 

Raquel Gutierrez-Ach6n (Cuba/USA). Mellonee Burnim (USA). Melva W. Costen 
(USA) . Tom S. Colvin (Great Britain, passed away in 2000). Ludmila Garbuzova (Russia) . 
Will iam I. Hairston (USA), Hartmut Handt (Germany). Per Harling (Sweden), Marilyn M . 

Hofstra (Choctaw, USA), Ho Loh (Taiwan). Ivor H. Jones (Great Britain), ST Kimbrough, 
Jr. (USA). Patrick Matsikenyiri (Zimbabwe). Simei Monteiro (Brazil). George Mulrain (Trini

dad and Tobago). Joyce Sohl (USA). Pablo Sosa (Argentina). Rena Yocom (USA). and 
Carlton R. Young (USA) . 

For more information on the Global Praise Working Group and a list of current mem

bers, please visit www.globalpraise .org . 
Jorge Lockward 

Global Praise 

j\ OW! That is all I can say after reading the new issue of New World Out-
1 \J look! What a great collection of information and inspirat ion! I loved it all. 

And thanks for adding the last item on copyright laws. So many times we feel that, 
because we are the " church." we don 't need to abide by these rules, but that is really 
stealing from the composers and poets who write these great songs for us . I plan to take 

this to our choir leaders and encourage them to use the global music. I have enjoyed 
using the Global Praise books in leading music for UMW and for Church Women United. 

Many thanks to all who contribute to this great collection of music and to you for high

lighting it in this issue of New World Outlook. 
Rubv Thelander 

Nebraska 

Congratulations on the Global Praise issue. My son is a choir director and my 
wife, a choir member . I loved the theme. It 1s so important for the church to 

understand that singing the music and Christian songs of other cultures really 

does open up the church as a global connection , open to all the world . 

The Rev. Harold Scott. retired pastor (phone call) 

Lapel, Indiana 
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CONSUMED IN CONFLICT 
by Chris Herlinger 



A NATION OF DIVISIONS 
"Sudan," notes the International Crisis 

Group (ICG), a research and advocacy 

group that tries to prevent deadly 

conflicts, "spans multiple religious, 

ethnic, and socio-economic divides : 

between Muslim and Christian, Arab 

and African, nomad and farmer." 

Ethnic and political divisions have 
contributed to the nation 's current 

crises, but they are part of a larger 

picture of regional tensions that 

also affect neighbors such as Chad, 

Ethiopia, Eritrea, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, 

and the Central African Republic. In 

addition, environmental and climate 

changes are affecting the entire con

tinent of Africa. 

In recent years, the conflict in 

Darfur-a region made up of three 

provinces in western Sudan-has 

received the most attention from the 

outside world. But that confl ict can

not be separated from other wars 

within Sudan . 

It is unlikely that the problems in 

Darfur would have occurred had it 

not been for an earlier conflict: a 21-

year war that divided Sudan into north 

and south, Muslim and non-Muslim . 

Rebels in the south served as a mod

el for insurgents in Darfur. In both the 

south and Darfur, dissatisfied people 

were angry because the central gov

ernment in Khartoum had long ne

glected their regions. 

CONTROL OF RESOURCES 
As the war continues in Darfur, there 

are concerns about other flashpoints 

in Sudan . One is Abyei, a town and 

district bordering Darfur that has long 

been seen as a link between the 

northern and southern parts of Sudan 
It is a key place because of its oil re

sources . Controlling oil is an impor

tant piece of a 2005 Comprehensive 

Peace Agreement (CPA) in wh ich 

both north and south are supposed to 

divide oil profits . 
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Outside Zalingei, in Sudan 's war-torn Darfur region, two men ride camels through the 
Hassa Hissa /OP camp. 

"War is going to take place," 

Joseph Dut Paguot, the acting gov

ernment administrator in the Abyei 

region, told Nicholas Kristof of The 
New York Times in 2008. At issue in 

Abyei , according to Kristof, is the cen

tral government 's refusal to cede con

trol of oil w ells and the wealth they 

provide. 
Abyei is part of Southern Kordofan 

province, which, as a whole, is a flash

point that contains " many of the same 

ingredients that produced the vicious 
Darfur conflict," the International 

Crisis Group said . 
Accord ing to the ICG, the state 

is in a "critical border area between 

north and south, a zone of ethn ic 

interaction betw een Arab (mainly 

Misseriya and Hawazma) and indig
enous African (mainly Nuba) tribes . 

Inadequate implementation of the 
CPA's special protocol relating to the 
region has led to insecurity and grow

ing dissatisfaction ." 

THE SHADOW OF COLONIALISM 

Like a kaleidoscope, the different 

parts of Sudan overlap and shift and 
are constantly moving, and yet they 

are all of a piece. That means it's not 

easy to explain Sudan-it's a com

plex place . But, if you look closely 

enough , there are some common 

threads and even explanations for 

why Sudan faces a myriad of prob

lems. 
Some possible explanations come 

from the humanitarian w ebsite 
AlertNet (www.alertnet.org), which 

analyzes humanitarian problems and 

ongoing conflicts . Its conclusions as 
to w hy Sudan is plagued with inter

nal conflict are rooted in history. First 

there is the long shadow cast by 
colonialism . According to AlertNet, 

coloni zers "drew the boundaries of 

present-day Sudan w ithout heed 
to the different relig ious and ethnic 

groups that already inhabited the ter
ritory, which was under joint [British]

Egyptian control until 1956. This set 

the stage for showdowns between 

the north, populated predominantly 
by Arab Muslims, and the south, 

populated largely by animists and 

Christians of African origin ." 

Compounding the problem was the 
fact that, when the British left Sudan, 

they left an "elite group " of northern 

Muslims in charge of the country. 

Over the course of 50 years, this elite 

group marginalized whole sections of 
the country. Scholar Gerard Prunier 

has pointed out that, during the 

1950s, Sudan had only 18 matern ity 

clinics- and not a single one was lo

cated in Darfur. Such marginalization 
was also common in the south and in 

pockets of eastern Sudan . 

-- - --- - ------- ·- - - - -



Left: Sudanese children bathe near a community well in Aradib !DP camp outside the 
village of Goz Amer in Chad. Photo by Paul Jeffrey. Center: In the Habile /DP Camp outside 
the VIiiage of Koukou Angarana, Chad, Khadidje Gamar, from Sudan, tends a community 
garden as part of a psychosocial well-being program sponsored jointly by Lutheran World 
Federation and Action by Churches Together. Photo by Paul Jeffrey. Right: A refugee in Wau, 
Southern Sudan, where internally displaced people arrive with stories of extreme 
hardship. Photo by Hege Opseth NCNACT lnternauonal. 

That has led to what some have 
called a nationwide t inderbox. Those 
in neglected parts of the country, 
such as Darfur and Southern Sudan, 

share what AlertNet called "simi lar 
grievances over Khartoum 's failure to 
provide even the most basic of ser

vices, and widespread abject poverty 
has fueled calls to share the wealth." 

In these "peripheral " areas, there 
has been resistance to what the !CG 
calls " the marginalizing political and 

economic pol icies of the lslamist rul
ing party, the National Congress Party 
(NCP). and the attendant desire for 

greater politica l autonomy and share 
in national wealth ." 

That wealth is largely due to oil. 
Sudan 's oil exports amount to about 
$1 billion a year, but oil money has not 

made its way to neglected regions 
through government spending. In fact, 

most Sudanese remain impoverished. 

QUESTIONS OF NATIONAL 
IDENTITY 
Compounding the situation further is 
the embrace of " lslamizat ion," which 
began in the 1980s and was felt most 
keenly in the 1990s. This embrace 
of an Islamic identity is due in part 
to a regional ideology of " Arab" su

premacy fostered by Libyan leader 
Muammar al-Gaddafi two decades 
ago. That ideology spread from Libya 

to neighboring Sudan, where it has 

had serious consequences. 

Women and a child collect water from 
boreholes in Dondona, an Arab village 

in Southern Darfur. Paul Jeffrey/ACT lnrernauonal. 

Scholar Francis Deng, a former 
Sudanese diplomat, has argued that 
the issue of identity-be it Arab or 

lslamic-"cuts across all the issues 
and is therefore the central strand in 
the web of Sudan's recent history." 

Deng points out that northern 
Sudanese Arabs-those who are mem
bers of Khartoum's elite-are "products 
of Arab-African genetic mixing and a mi
nority in the country as a whole, [but] 

see themselves as p[imarily Arab, deny 
the African element in them, and seek 
to impose their self-perceived identity 
throughout the country .... " 

Members of this small but power
ful group, Deng argues, "seek to de
fine the national character along the 
lines of their self-perception, itself a 
distortion of their composite identity 
as a mixed Arab-African race in which 
the African element is more visible 
but actively denied ." 

When added to struggles over 
natural resources, the result has been 
deadly, particularly in the north-south 
conflict, in which between 1 .5 million 
and 2 million people died ·and another 

4 million were displaced. 

A FRAGILE PEACE AGREEMENT 
The north-south war is still something 
of a flashpoint for the country as a 
whole . The conflict officially ended in 

January 2005, with the signing of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement. 
That agreement called for the inclu
sion of the southern rebel group, the 
Sudanese People's Liberation Army/ 
Movement (known as both SPLA and 
SPLM), as part of a government of 

national unity. However, the CPA has 
long been seen as frag ile. 

As it stands, the agreement in
cluded plans for a 2011 referendum 
to determine if Southern Sudan 
should become a separate, indepen
dent state . 

The Washington-based Commission 
on International Religious Freedom, 
which monitors religious freedom 
throughout the world, said earlier this 

year that the agreement was in grave 
danger. The commission urged the 
Obama Administration to appoint a 
special envoy to Sudan and to make 
the problems in Sudan a top US for
eign policy priority. In March 2009, 
President Obama appointed Major 

·General J. Scott Gration, a Swahili
speaking retired Air Force officer who 
grew up as a child of missionaries 

serving in Africa . 
In December, John Holmes, who 

heads United Nations emergency relief 
efforts, said that, if the agreement fails, 
"everything else will also fall apart." 
He added, "If that goes, you can forget 
about Darfur. It is just a side show." 
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DROUGHT AND VIOLENCE IN DARFUR 
Darfur may become a sideshow-but, for now, it's at the front 

and center of concerns . The war in Darfur has been over a num

ber of things- struggles for both politi ca l power and land, par

ticularly as drought worsens . In fact. some argue that Darfur 
may be the world 's first "climate change " war. "Those w ho 

were prepared to kill, .rape, and pillage," writes Brit ish journal

ist Julian Borger, "were drawn from the ranks of the desper

ate, ripped from their traditional way of life by a catastroph ic 
change in the weather. Global warming created the dry tinder. 
Khartoum suppl ied the match ." 

The Kha rtoum government has backed, armed, and funded 
so-ca lled "Janjaweed" militias that have carried' out a pol icy 

which is, at the least, ethnic cleansing . The violence in Da rfur 

prompted the International Crim inal Court (ICC) to issue an ar

rest warrant for President Omar al-Bashir in March . That was 

the first time the ICC ever issued a warrant for a si tting head 

of state . 

The policy carried out by the militias has resulted in perhaps 

as many as 300,000 dead (some put the figure at 450,000) and 

between 2 to 3 mil lion displaced. The conflict has also served as 

a key part of a cross-border, proxy war between Sudan and neigh

boring Chad, heightening tensions in Darfur and eastern Chad . 

Compl icating the situation is the fact that old loyalties be

tween and among armed groups have been tested and have 

shifted since the conflict began in 2003 . As a result, Darfur has 

dissolved into unpredictable patterns of violence . 

Another situat ion in the east of the country, the least known 

of the three confli cts. remains serious . As in the north-south 

agreement, there are worries that a peace agreement between 

eastern rebels and the central government, signed in October 

2006, is weak and in danger of fraying . As the International 

Crisis Group has said, the agreement "is seen by many as an

other attempt by the government to silence its opponents by 

buying them off and making empty gestures ." 

IS THERE HOPE FOR SUDAN? 
Some observers, such as scholar Alex de Waal , have argued 

that, despite long-held resentments, the Sudanese have a deep 
capacity to reconci le . But in a country w here con

f licts are either boiling or simmering and where 

questions of peace and justice are not abstrac-

t ions, perhaps one question looms larger than any 
others when it comes to reconciliation : Is it too 

late? 

Chris Herlinger, a communications officer with Church 

World Service, is co-author with UMC missionary Paul 

Jeffrey of the recently published Where Mercy Fails: 

Darfur's Struggle to Survive (Seabury Books). 
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Empty water cans lined up m Toulou, an /OP camp in Darfur 
Residents, who require 120 to 140 tons of water each da y, 
wait for a truckload of water to arrive from lriba, an hour's 
drive through difficult desert terrain. 

SUDAN: AT-A-GLANCE 

FULL NAME: Republic of Sudan 

POPULATION : 39 .4 mil lion (UN, 2008) 

CAPITAL : Kh artoum 

AREA : 2.5 million sq km (966,757 sq 
miles) 

MAJOR Arab ic; Nubian, others 
LANGUAGES: 

MAJOR Muslim 70%; Christian 5%; 
RELIGIONS : Indigenous Beliefs 25% 

LIFE Men- 57 years 
EXPECTANCY : Women- 60 years (UN) 

MONETARY UNIT: Sudanese dinar 

MAIN EXPORTS: Oil, cotton , sesame, livestoc k 
and hides, gum arabic 

GNI PER CAPITA: US $960 (World Bank, 2007) 

Source.· BBC 
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A SHORT TIMELINE FOR SUDAN 
In antiqwty-Sudan was known as Nubia and was settled by people migrating from Egypt. 

The Crusades . These forays by European nations into the Middle East. in 
an effort to recapture the Holy Land and subjugate Arab (and later Muslim) 
peoples, set in motion the rocky and often violent dynamics of East and West 
relationsh ips. 

Ottoman Empire . Islamic Turks rise to the European threat and extend their 
empire through northern Africa, from Egypt to Morocco, under the Ottoman 
sultan. 

Europeans assert their dominance and carve up the Middle East. In Africa, 
France takes Algeria , Egypt, and Morocco. Great Britain takes Egypt from the 
French and invades Sudan . 

Sudan is under joint British-Egyptian rule . 

The Ottoman Empire, which sided with Germany, is crushed after World War 
I. Here begins 17 years of civil war between Arab-controlled northern Sudan 
and African-dominated southern Sudan 

Sudan gains its independence. 

A military coup led by General Abboud ends the elected civilian government 

The Addis Ababa peace agreement between the government and the Anya 
Nya movement of the south gives Southern Sudan self-governance . Conflict 
subsides 

Oil is discovered in Bentiu, Southern Sudan . 

Civil War breaks out again between the Sudanese government and the 
Sudanese People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) led by John Garang . Here 
begins another 21 years of conflict between the northern and southern parts 
of the country. 

The National Salvation Revolution takes over in a bloodless military coup led b 
Lt. General Omar al-Bashir. 

All photos Paul Jeffrey/ACT lnternat1onal. 

l 
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Omar al-Bashir is appointed president. He then 
dissolves the Revolution Command Council . 

The Clinton Administration launches US missile 
attacks on a pharmaceutical plant in Khartoum, 
alleg ing that it was ma king ingredients for chemical 
weapons . Earlier, in 1996, Sudan had expelled 
Osama bin Laden, at which ti me he returned to Afghanistan . 

Sudan begins to export oil . 

Rebels in Sudan's western region of Darfur attack the Sudanese government. 

The Sudanese army moves on the western region of Darfur, sending hundreds 
of thousands of refugees into neighboring Chad . Pro-government Arab 
"Janjaweed" militias create havo in Darfur, indiscriminately killing African 
villagers, burning vi llages. M il lions of Internally Displaced Persons (I DPs) flee 
across Sudan. 

The government and the southern rebels sign a peace agreement. John 
Garang, former rebel leader in Southern Sudan, becomes Sudan's first vice 
president. Three weeks later, he dies in a plane crash . An autonomous 
government is formed in Southern Sudan . 

UN tries to send a peacekeeping force to Darfur, but President Bashir rejects 
it. The African Union sends peacekeeping troops to Darfur. 

Sudan accepts a pa rtial UN troop deployment to help the African Union 
peacekeepers in Darfur. 

The UN takes over the Darfur peacekeeping force. In July, the Internationa l 
Criminal Court ca lls for the arrest of President Bashi r to answer charges of 
crimes against humanity and war crimes re lating to the government's actions 
against the people of Darfur in 2003-2004. 

The International Criminal Court issues a warrant fo r President Bashir, 
the first arrest warrant it has ever issued for a sitti ng head of state . 
President Bashir and the Sudanese government defy the order and refuse 
to cooperate with the International Criminal Court. Sudan begins to oust 
some humanitarian agencies and foreign workers from the country. 

Sources for t1meline: BBC News "Timeline Sudan," January 29, 2009; Christian Science Monitor: "Sudan 's Long Path from War to Peace, " 

September 12, 2005; National Public Radio, " The Middle East and the West: a Troubled H 'story, " special report bV Mike Shuster, 2004. 
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An American-African 
Partnership in 
Southern Sudan 
by Danny Howe and Anne Travis 

Drivi ng home down Interstate 81 toward Knoxville, Tennessee, we witnessed a 

beautiful sunset behind the mountains of East Tennessee . Having just attended 

an all-day " packing party" with those who would leave in just nine days for 

Southern Sudan, we had thoughts of Sudan on our minds. We talked about what 

a beautiful world God has created for us . And in just a few hours, our brothers 

and sisters in Sudan would also witness this same sun rising on the other side 

of the world-the same sun with the same God watching over GJS all. 

Ah , Southern Sudan ... the sights, the sounds, the smells of this part of 

Africa! The sights-from the airplane flying in, we clearly saw burned-out vil

lages and destroyed forests, signs of more than 30 years of war. On arrival, we 

saw the rapidly growing city of Yei, Sudan, with thousands of people returning 

there each month from Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps in nearby 

D.R.Congo and Kenya . We saw smiling, welcoming faces and people washing 

themselves, their cars, their dishes, and their clothes-al l in the same part of 

the ri ver. 

The sounds-the sound of drumming could be heard all night long, mourn

ing a child w ho had died the night before. Mosquitoes buzzed around our mos

quito nets at night while w e tried to sleep in the dense heat. The voices of 

a thousand barefoot ch ildren rang out as they entered their church singing 

"Jesus Number One! " 

The smells-w e inhaled the smell of dirt and sniffed the fragrance of foods 

being cooked that were different from those to which we were accustomed . 

We were hit by the stench caused by inadequate sanitation . Our noses also 

noted the scent of the unfamiliar vegetation around us and smoke from cook

ing and trash f ires . 

These were impressions that we brought home from our first trip to Southern 

Sudan in March 2007 . Now, two years later, we are preparing for yet another 

Holston Conference trip. Six teams have now gone from Tennessee to Sudan 

in a three-year period, as the East Africa Annua l Conference (EAAC) and the 

Holston Annual Conference continue to develop their covenant relationship . In 

partnership, we are training clergy and teachers, providing desperately needed 

medical care, building a school for the children, conducting Bible school, and 

awarding scholarships for young Sudanese to attend Africa University to study 

theology and agriculture. 

A COVENANT OF HOPE AND 
PROMISE 
Our covenant agreement, signed 1n 

February 2008 by three bishops

Daniel Wandabula of the East Africa 

Annual Conference; Felton May (then

acting General Secretary of Global 

Ministries) ; and James Swanson of 

the Holston Conference- was a sig

nificant step in the work of the two 

conferences. With assistance from 

Global Ministries' staff members

Dr. Caroline Njuki, Assistant General 

Secretary, Evangelism and Church 

Growth, Mission Contexts and 

Relationships, and Mission Education ; 

the Rev. Edwin Francisco, Associate 

Treasurer; Dr. Sam Dixon, Deputy 

General Secretary, Global Health and 

the United Methodist Committee on 

Re lief; and Ms. Jane Ohuma, who 

was Head of Mission in Sudan at the 

time-we have been able to direct 

funds to the EAAC for our work in 

Southern Sudan . 

Holston's partnering with the East 

Africa Annual Conference in a cov

enant relationship has enabled both 

conferences to concentrate their ef

forts in areas of need . Priorities are 

set through dialogue and understand

ing w ith The United Methodist Church 

in Southern Sudan . The UM -= in Sudan 

is still in its infancy. The original team 

that visited Yei in 2006 identified nine 

The Rev. Harry Howe, a UM Church and 
Community Worker and a registered emer
gency medical technician from the Holston 
Conference, talks with patients at a health 
clinic in Yei. 
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Students and teachers gather around the entrance sign to the Yei Un ited Methodist Church compound. 

existing local United Methodist con

gregations that had struggled to sur

vive during the last 23 years of war be

tween northern and southern Sudan . 

Now, in 2009, having grown to 17 local 

congregations, The UMC in Southern 

Sudan needs trained clergy and laity 

who will lead their congregations and 

communities into a new future, in

spired by hope, but framed by the re
ality of a land stripped of infrastructure 

and human rights by years of war and 

oppression . Teams from Holston con
duct clergy training for pastors (along 

the lines of Local Pastor Licensing 

School) and also offer educational op

portunities to lay members of each lo

cal congregation . The church can be
come, and is becoming, sign ificant as 

thousands seek new life . The people 

need not only hope for tomorrow but 

faith in a future that will be free of war 

and strife. 
Bishop James E. Swanson, in agree

ment with Bishop Daniel Wandabula, 

has appointed a clergy couple from 

Holston to serve in Southern Sudan. 

The Revs . Buford and Phyllis Hankins 

will begin their work in Yei in June of 

this year, with Buford serving as dis

trict superintendent until indigenous 
clergy can be approved under the 
rules of The Book of Discipline. This 

appointment will provide the leader

ship and experience to nurture the 

congregations and their leaders as 

they become the rock from which a 

broken people find their strength . 

In addition to nurturing United 

Methodists as they grow into a vital 

part of the communities in Southern 

Sudan, the covenant between Holston 

and East Africa ensures educational 
opportunities that will strengthen 

the possibil ities for a brighter future . 

Holston has been blessed to have 

the enabling assistance of UMCOR in 
Yei, Sudan, to meet logistical needs. 

UMCOR has constructed the first 

block of classrooms at the United 

Methodist compound in Yei . There, 

UMCOR had already built several 
schools . In 2006, this first phase of 

the school complex was originally 

planned for 500 students. but now the 

enrollment is more than 1,200. Many 

of these children are orphans because 
of war and HIV/AIDS. The hope of 

our two conferences is that the UM 
school will soon be completed . 

Holston has also comm itted to 

providing six scholarships for Southern 

Sudanese candidates to study at Africa 
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Top: Children, who are cared for by widows on the Yei UM C compound, 1mprov1se play 
activ1t1es. Above: Women ga ther wa ter from a clean-wa ter well dug with funding from Hol
ston Conference in partnership wi th the East Afnca Conference. The well provides water 
to residents of the Ye1 UMC compound. 

University's seminary. Currently, two 
Sudanese have been enrolled in the 
university and others will be identified 

soon . In addition, Holston has sponsored 
12 students attending primary school 
at Humble United Methodist School in 
Uganda. These students will then return 
home to their villages in Southern Sudan 
with new leadership skills . 

Health care is a critical need for the 
Southern Sudanese as they struggle 
with malnutrition . They lack a clean 

source of water and the population 
is plagued by HIV/AIDS and malaria . 
Medical teams from Holston provide 
clinics twice a year to assess the preva
lence of malaria and other parasite
borne illnesses, skin irritations, and re
spiratory infections. The clinics provide 
much-needed antibiotics, vitamins, 
digestive remedies, and ointments, as 
well as health-care education that seeks 
to prevent the spread of diseases that 
affect the quality of life or lead to severe 
illness and often death . With the as
sistance of UMCOR, which transports 
pharmaceuticals into Southern Sudan 
from Uganda, and the cooperation of 
Ugandan medical personnel, who help 

Holston medical volunteers conduct 
the clinics, the clinic teams treat up to 
5,000 patients per trip. Some patients 
walk for miles in hopes that they will 
be one of the few to see a physician. 
Local Sudanese serve as interpreters in 
these clinics to ensure patients' clear 
understanding of health issues, while 
conveying the team's love and compas
sion to their patients. 

The provision of clean water has a 
profound effect on the health of any 
community. By sinking deep wel ls 
that provide clean water, a whole com
munity can expect parasite-borne il l
nesses to diminish . At the same t ime, 

mosquito-plagued open boreholes can 
be el iminated . If these efforts are ac
companied by an effective mosqu1to
net campaign and adequate and ap
propriate medicine to treat diseases, 
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10 the people's qual ity of life improves 

1e and they can actively participate in 

id a sustainable future . With the aid of 

id UMCOR, which has overseen the 

ol construction, Holston has provided 

in three wells and three springs in Yei, 

n bringing clean water t9 approximately 

n 4,000 people who previously had no 

access to potable water. 

e As we enter the second year of 

e our covenant with the East Africa 

n Conference, though our work in 

n Southern Sudan is sometimes dif

ficult and frustrating, we celebrate 

many accomplishments. We have 

come into contact with a culture that 

is very different from our own and one 

that has been subjected to the empti

ness wrought by greed, hate, and in-

security beyond the people's control. 

But we see God calling this great de

nomination-The United Methodist 

Church, the great "connectional 

church" -to respond to our brothers 

and sisters in Southern Sudan. Ours 

is a denomination that provides an 

agency for every gap between God 

and humanity, a bridge from broken

ness to wholeness . By invitation, God 

is calling us to be the Living Christ to a 

people who have struggled in despair 

long enough . As the leader of Holston 

Annual Conference, Bishop Swanson 

reminds its members that too often 

we think we are Southern Sudan's 

salvation, while Southern Sudan just 

might be our salvation . In the most 
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In M arch 2007, pastors from Ye1 UMC and 18 nearby churches were trained by 
Holston clerg y. 

difficult experiences humanity has to 

offer, God's grace is most prevalent. 

We are honored that God has cho

sen us to bring light in the midst of 

darkness and new life in the wake of 

death and despair. 
We returned with Bishop Sw anson 

to Yei in February of this year to con

tinue our relationship with our broth

ers and sisters in Southern Sudan . 
We continued to w ork on the ele

ments outlined in our covenant. 

We were joined by David Malloy, 

from The Advance office of Global 

Ministries, who accompanied us to 
identify projects and opportunities 

through which the general church 

could support the Sudanese people 

in the coming years. 
We have so much to learn from 

the people of Sudan. Their faith is 

rock-solid in the face of seemingly 

insurmountable challenges, and nev

er have we met people who are so 

willing to openly and unashamedly 

share their faith stories and the love 

of God with everyone they meet! Is it 

Harry Howe with patients in Yei. 

any wonder that the church in Africa 
is growing so much more rapidly than 

ours here in the United States? 

Yes, the sights, the sounds, the 
smells-these w ere our initia l impres

sions of Southern Sudan . But more 
than any of these tang ible memories, 

we are aware of the genuine hope of 

the Sudanese people- hope for ongo
ing growth :n their communities and 

their congregations, hope for more 

people to experience the love and 
grace of God in their lives, and, most 

importantly, hope for a continu ing sus

tainable peace and a brighter future . 
As one member of the Holston clergy 

stated when we were preparing to 
leave Sudan: "Though our T-shirts 

say 'Hope for Sudan,' what we really 
have is 'Hope from Sudan ."' Amen 

and amen. 

Danny Howe is Director of Missions at 

First Broad Street UMC in Kingsport, 

Tennessee, and chair of the Holston 

Conference Missions Ministry Team. Anne 

Travis serves Holston Conference as the 

Director of Connectional Ministries. Photos 

for this article taken in Ye1; Southern Sudan, 

were provided by members of the Holston 

Con ference Sudan M ission Teams. 

---------------·--~---------------



The Holston Conference's First Fact-finding 

Mission to Yei in Southern Sudan 
by Caroline Njuki 

In 2006, the Hoiston Annual Conference, having decided to send a team to Yei 
in Southern Sudan, requested assistance from Global Ministries' Africa office 
staff. The idea for this trip sprang from a chance meeting between Holston 
Conference members and the "Lost Boys of Sudan" -Sudanese children or
phaned by the civil conflicts between the northern and southern regions of 
Sudan who are now adults resettled in the United States. 

After several meetings with Global Ministries, the Holston Conference 
established the "Friends of Sudan ." This group, with the blessing of their 
bishop, James Swanson, made plans to visit Southern Sudan . The Friends 
learned from conversations with Bishop Daniel Wandabula of the East Africa 
Annual Conference (EAAC), of which Sudan is a part, that a number of United 
Methodist congregations were concentrated in the village of Yei . So it was 
to Yei that the group planned to go. When informed of these plans, Bishop 
Wandabula agreed to accompany the group and offered the services of his 
office to facilitate travel. The easiest route into Southern Sudan, he said, was 
through Uganda. 

Though Sudan had been at war for years, there was not much global aware
ness of its plight. The Sudanese People's Liberation Army (SPLA), a southern 

rebel group, had fought against Sudan 's government forces over the rich re
sources in the south . Given its deposits of oil and its fertile agricultural land, 
Southern Sudan could be a breadbasket for the region . 

There has been constant friction over the control of Southern Sudan 's re
sources. The Southern Sudanese are dark-skinned Africans , while Sudanese 

in the northern regions are mainly 
of Arab descent. By 2004, Darfur, 
a region in western Sudan, began 
to draw attention . Many churches 
and nongovernmental organ izations 
(NGOs) flocked to Darfur. The media 
and the Darfur movement capitalized 
on the situation, raising global aware
ness of the problems . In 2006, under 
pressure from the international com
munity, the SPLA and the Sudanese 
government signed a peace agree
ment to end hostilities. 

Unfortunately, John Garang, the 
newly elected vice president of Sudan 
and former leader of the SPLA, was 
tragically killed in a plane crash . This 
event threatened the fragile truce, 

raising fears of recurring hostilities in 
Southern Sudan . 

However, during the many years 
of war, United Methodist churches 
flourished in Southern Sudan . W ithout 
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the help of the extended church, con
gregation members built makeshift 
schools, and teachers volunteered to 
staff them . When necessary, classes 
were held under trees. 

When I led that first fact-find
ing team from the ~olston Annual 
Conference to Yei, our reception was 
just short of "frosty." Members of the 
congregations asked us where the 
connectional church had been. Did 
we expect them to be elated because 
they had finally been remembered? 
It took almost two days of listening, 
sharing information, and conducting 
negotiations, along with prayers of 
reconciliation, to start the healing pro
cess . Then work began in earnest. 

Our visiting group held discussions 
with teachers, leaders, the women's 
group, and the children and youth, 
which helped us begin to under
stand the realities of daily life in Yei 
and Southern Sudan. When we were 
shown the main well used by the 
school and community, we could see 
that animals also used the well, and 
there was nothing to keep them out. 
The church members showed us that 
an army battalion lived not far from 
the well, so women were afraid to 
draw water for fear of rape . Besides, 
the water was unsafe for human use 

and consumption. 

The 506 school children-310 boys 
and 196 girls-did not get lunch at 
school because of a lack of funding . 
To curb their hunger pangs, pupils 
at the Dar Es Salaam primary school 
spent their lunch break looking for raw 
mangoes or anything else edible they 
could find. Neither did they receive a 
good breakfast nor expect to have a 
proper meal for dinner. Their dilapidat
ed school buildings were open to the 
elements., and, when the wind blew, it 
brought in dust that stung our eyes. 

As I heard and observed the parti
cipants that God had brought togeth
er on this fact-finding mission , I won
dered what we were being called to 
do in Yei. Here we were-people from 
different cultures, ethnic traditions, 
and economic backgrounds-trying to 
find a solution to the affliction created 
by human folly and visited upon God's 
innocent people . Sudan is very rich in 
oil and the southern region is blessed 
with fine agricultural soil and weath
er. Thinking of Sudan, one pictures a 
hot. dry, hostile desert environment. 
which is prevalent in the northern part 
of the country. But Southern Sudan is 
beautiful and green . Yet here were 
God 's little children feeding on raw 

mangoes. 
Here, too, were strangers who had 

given up the comforts of home to re
spond to God's call. I felt privileged 
to become a part of the transforma
tion taking place. We visitors were 
brothers and sisters accepting blame 
for not coming sooner. The Southern 
Sudanese churchgoers began to un
derstand why UMCOR cannot work 
exclusively with United Methodists 
but must work for the good of the 
whole community and why it is not 
possible for UMCOR to hire all those 
who need jobs. God opened many 
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eyes to the complex processes that 
guide our work and prevent us from 
being everywhere we're needed. 

Through this first trip, many lives 
were transformed forever. Some 
Holston members who made the ini
tial visit have found their own niche 
in Sudan, blessing and being blessed 
by the lives of the Sudanese people . 
The "Friends of Sudan" from the 
Holston Conference have made nu-

merous trips since the first mission 
in 2006, including one in February 
2009, accompanied by Bishop James 
Swanson. The bond that has been cre
ated keeps on growing, and churches 
are flourishing . 

The Sudanese now feel that they 
need to be independent and manage 
their own affairs . But the connec
tional church remains there to walk 
alongside the churches in Yei . What 
an honor to have been part of this 
beginning! 

Caroline Njuki is the Assistant General 

Secretary overseeing the Africa office of 
Global Ministries. Photos for this article, 

taken in Ye1; Southern Sudan, were provided 
by members of the Holston Conference 

Sudan Mission Teams. 

Opposite: Patients wait to be examined and treated by medical volunteers at the first medi
cal clinic in Yei, set up by the Holston and East Afnca conferences. Left: A member of the 
chidlren's choir at St. Catherine 's UMC in Coppera Village, outside Yei. Above: Members of 
Yei UMC's United Methodist Women's group gather for an afternoon of sewing. 
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Besta Awate remembers recounting the stories of Moses while she lived in 

a refugee camp in Uganda . She said they helped her bear the pain of exile, of 

living so far from her village of Ligitolo in the hills of Southern Sudan. " Hearing 

those stories encouraged us to survive so that one day we could return home " 
said Awate, who is back home these days, though it's not an easy life. Peace ,in 

her nascent nation remains a troubled dream, yet Awate said her years in exile 

have made her more. patient with the future's uncertainty. 

"We're home. That's the important thing," she said. "We have a lot of chal

lenges, but God is helping us persevere ." 
Awate fled the village in 1995 after soldiers representing Sudan's govern

ment in Khartoum rampaged through the area, ki lling several of her neighbors . 

The army had come to Southern Sudan trying to wipe out rebels from the 

Sudanese People's Liberation Army (SPLA), whi~h had engaged in a decades

long struggle against the central government in Khartoum. The mostly African 

a.•d Christian south, tired of the repression of its people and the theft of its 

res 'Urces by Arab Muslims in the north, had risen up against Khartoum, which 

resp1. 1ded with brutal force. More than 2 million people were killed during the 

war ariJ another 4 million displaced. 
"The Arab army came shooting, killing everyone they could find," the 

Kakwa-speaking Awate recal led. 
With the village cut off from medical care in the nearby town of Yei, Awate's 

one-month-old child died of illness . She said her family finally made the deci

sion to leave for Uganda, joining hundreds of families for the trek through the 

bush . They ate leaves that they foraged along the way. Awate carried her one

year-old boy on the two-week journey south . 
Yet life in Uganda proved almost as difficult for the refugees, who had little 

to eat for months until they began to receive food from the United Nations. 

And even the relative peace they enjoyed there disappeared when the Lord 's 

Resistance Army (LRA) began forays into the camp, killing and kidnapping hun

dreds of refugees. The LRA is an armed group led by Joseph Kony, a spirit me

dium who wants a theocratic state in Uganda with the Ten Commandments as 
the ultimate law. Kony was indicted in 2005 by the International Criminal Court 
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in The Hague, charged with crimes 

against humanity and war crimes, 
including murder, rape, sexual slav

ery, and the enlisting of children as 

combatants. The LRA has also served 

Khartoum as a proxy militia. 
Awate's brother-in-law was among 

those kidnapped by the LRA, and she 

has heard nothing of him since. She 

said the attacks made the camps 
more dangerous than her home vil

lage had been, so the family be
gan walking back to Sudan in 2002. 

Along the 'vGy, Awate was held and 
interrogated by LRA soldiers for sev

eral hours before being released un

harmed. 
"When we finally arrived back 

here," she recalled, "only portions of 
the walls were still standing, charred 

from when the Arabs burned them. 

The fields were overgrown with 

weeds. We ate almost nothing but 

mangos until we were able to plant 
and harvest. It was difficult. but at 

least we were at home." 

Opposite: Besta Awate 's sons, Robert Mana 
(left) and Manaseh Banja, work on their fam
ily's small agncultural plot in the Southern 
Sudan village of Ligitolo. Left: Besta Awate 
prepares breakfast for her fam ily in Lig1tolo, 
where families have returned from refuge 
in Uganda. Above: Besta Awate 's husband, 
United Methodist pastor Faustino Duka, earns 
a living by producing charcoal and selling 1t at 
a market in Ye1. 
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Bea/a Sandik and her cousin Moses Luate sit by a fire in the Southern Sudan village of Kupera. The children and their families 
are returnees from refugee camps in Uganda. 

"WE WANT TO BE SOUTHERNERS" 
Fighting continued for three more 
years before the SPLA and the 
Khartoum government signed the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA) in January 2005 . The CPA set 
out an ambitious six-year program 
of rebuilding the south, in part by al
lowing the semi-autonomous govern
ment there to retain 50 percent of the 
revenues from oil pumped in its terri
tory. Yet the transition to peace suf
fered an almost immediate setback 
when John Garang, the US-educated 
leader of the SPLA, was killed in a 
helicopter crash in July 2005. The 
political infighting in the wake of his 
death has slowed the march toward 
developing a functioning democracy 
in the south . 

At the same time, Khartoum is 
widely suspected of cheating on 

its accounting of petroleum profits . 
Residents of the southern region
which Garang had called "New 
Sudan "-are scheduled to vote in 

2011 on whether they want to secede from the nation. (An election for na
tional offices is scheduled for this July.) Despite complaints about corruption 
and mismanagement by the fledgling southern government, the referendum 
is expected to pass easily. 

"We'll vote to be separate, " said Awate's husband, Faustino Duku . "We 
want to be southerners." 

What is less clear is whether Khartoum will honor the results of the vote, 
given Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir's repeated practice of making agree
ments when convenient and then never keeping them . And both sides seem 
to be preparing for war, Khartoum purchasing new Russian MiG-29 fighter jets 
and the Southern Sudan government buying combat tanks shipped through 

Kenya-a purchase that was secret until Somali pirates last September hV 
jacked a ship carrying 33 Israeli-modified Russian tanks. Military clashes in re
cent months-including a battle in the oil-rich town of Abyei that killed dozens 
and displaced 50,000 people-have underscored the challenges of implement-
ing the 2005 peace deal . 

The CPA did make a difference in Awate's village, however. She said that 
after the agreement was signed, the family could sleep inside their hut at 
night, no longer having to be always ready to flee into the bush at the sound 
of gunfire. 

That changed in 2008 when the LRA came back. Chased out of hiding in 
the neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo by a multinational force 

partly financed by the United States, the LRA responded by massacring hun
dreds of Congolese and Sudanese civilians . Awate said LRA soldiers passed 
through her village in December, a reminder that the past is not completely 
behind her. 
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According to Cecilia Oba, a mem

ber of the Central Equatorial State 

Parliament. the LRA is operating in 

Sudan at Khartoum's behest. "Their 

looting and killing hampers devel

opment because nongovernmental 

organizations are afraid of moving 

around . When we hold an election, 

people can't campaign freely," Oba 
said. "And these people are very rich . 

They buy things with dollars in the 

markets along the border. Antonovs 

[Russian-built Sudanese government 

planes] move there frequently, drop

ping food and munitions to the LRA. 

The Arabs have joined with Joseph 

Kony, and we are the targets." 

Awate's worries about the LRA 

notwithstanding, she faces more im

mediate concerns, including getting 

her crops planted before the rainy 

season begins . She said the family 

still has few tools. and getting good 

seeds is a challenge. Obtaining clean 

water remains difficult. Since there is 

no well, Awate walks the round trip to 

a nearby spring several times a day to 

bring back murky water that she has 

to boil to make safe . In the dry sea

son, the spring dries up, forcing an 

even longer trek to get water. 

"THEY REMAIN FAITHFUL 
TO CHRIST" 
Besta Awate is a United Methodist. 

part of a congregation of 1 08 mem

bers in Ligito lo. It is one of 17 

United Methodist congregations in 

Southern Sudan . 
The first contact of the Sudanese 

with Methodism came in 1993 along 

the Uganda-Sudan border. The East 

Africa Annual Conference assigned 

a Sudanese refugee living in Uganda 

to return to Kaya, a town just inside 

Sudan, to start a new congregation. 

That congregation grew quickly, 

eventually spreading back across the 

border into Sudanese refugee camps 

inside Uganda. 
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Top: A woman in Yondoru, Southern Sudan, carries a baby and several gallons of water 
from a nearby river Above: United Methodist pastor Isaac Sebit preaches during Sunday 
morning worship at the United Methodist Church in Ye i. 
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It also played a key role in the 
SPLA's history. Accord ing to Edina 

Tumalu, the president of United 
Method ist Women in Southern 

Sudan, duri ng a dire moment in the 
rebel struggle w hen Kaya was under 

attack and many had lost hope, the 
United Methodists provided SPLA 

leaders w ith a meeting place in their 
rustic church building. "Out of those 

meetings they gained strength and 
pushed the Arabs back until Yei was 
recaptured and the soldiers moved on 
tow ard Juba," she said . 

W ith the SPLA's resurgence, 
refugees began to move back, and 
they brought The United Methodist 
Church with them, establishing a con

gregation in Yei in 1998. The mission
al church slowly expanded, reaching 

Ligitolo in 2003, when Awate and 
her husband were converted by an 
evangelist from Yei . Her husband was 
named pastor of the congregation 
in 2005 . Like other UMC pastors in 
Southern Sudan, he earns no salary, 
instead helping to support the family 
with carpentry w ork and by making 
and selling charcoa l. 

The UMC in Southern Sudan is 
extremely poor, and solidarity from 

A returnee from Uganda, in the village of 
Yondoru. 

Sezerina Tiyu sings during a United Methodis t worship service in Yondoru. 

friends in other countries has helped the church through difficult times . Yet 
those who have aided the church attest to what they have gained . 

"In the face of all their problems, these sisters and brothers in Southern 
Sudan remain fai thful to Christ and their belief that the church is important 
for people's lives and thus has to keep on growing, " said Nancy Denardo, a 
member of Port Vue ·UMC in McKeesport, Pennsylvania, who has led severa l 
mission trips to the area . "They are steadfastly proud of calling themselves 
United Methodists when I'm tempted at times to hang my head. Their faith is 
humbling to me. In the face of incredible adversity, war, famine, and poverty, 
they continue to cling to Christ and evangelize in a way that we 've forgotten in 

the United States ." 

"THE CHURCHES ARE GIVING PEOPLE HOPE" . 
According to Awate, one of the most hopeful developments in her vil lage in 
recent months is a new school. Rather than gathering outside for class, her 
children can now study indoors than ks to the United Methodist Committee 
on Rel ief . The UMCOR-built school in Ligitolo is part of an ambitious program 
to support the rehabilitation of communities throughout Southern Sudan . In 
addition to digging wells and helping villagers construct latrines, UMCOR is 
building schools and training Parent-Teacher Associations in several communi
ties . Focused particularly on rural villages, the program hopes to slow down 
rural-urban migration by offering famil ies a quality educational environment in 
remote communities . UMCOR supports teacher-training programs and pro
vides notebooks and other school materials. Further, to counteract cu ltura l 
prejudices that favor the education of boys, UMCOR provides school uniforms 

and sanitary pads to girls. 
The schools have made education easier. " Before our new school was bu ilt , 

we held our classes under the mango trees, " said David Arkweda, an 18-year
old student in Mankaro, where UMCOR also built classrooms. "When the ra in 
came, w e all had to run to the nearest house. When the ra in went away, we 'd 
resume class . It was miserable. The new brick school we have w ill make it 
easier for the young generation to learn, and by learning they wi ll strengthen 
democracy in our country." 

Southern Sudan doesn't face tensions only w ith its former battlefield oppo-
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nents in Khartoum. Serious internal tensions, including tribal riva lries, plagued the 

south during the civil war and continue unabated today. UMCOR supports several 

efforts by civil-society groups to foster reconciliation in the nascent nation. 

According to David Juma, coordinator of the Yei County Youth Association , 

another UMCOR-supported group, the disparate experiences of youth during 
the war can lead to conflicts now if not properly addressed. 

"Some youth spen_t years in refugee camps," Juma noted, "and w hen they 

came back home they found those of us who had lived in liberated zones 

during wartime . We had developed a fairly military ideology because of the 
environment we found ourselves in , and w e've tended to see those w ho came 

from the outside as relatively soft." he explained . "These different experienc

es make us look at each other differently, but vye're nonetheless sons and 
daughters of the same community." 

The youth association seeks to bridge the political gaps in a variety of ways, 

including sponsoring boys' and girls' soccer games between different com

munities. "In these encounters they get to know one another in w ays they 

wouldn't otherwise," Ju ma said. "But just to make sure. before every game 

{et our staff addresses them, talking about why it's important that w e accept ev

eryone in the community, no matter where they spent recent years or whether 

irn they come from the town or a village . We're learning to better appreciate each 

int other's experiences, because we need everyone's participation to get this 
.a 
ral 

es 
IS 

ty, 

in 
er 

country moving." 

The work of The United Methodist Church, both through its local congrega

tions and through UMCOR, is a critical component of building a better future 

for Southern Sudan, according to Yei County Commissioner David Lokonga, 

the area's top political official . 
"Civil-society groups, especially the churches, have played a key role here 

since before the signing of the CPA." Lokonga said . "Du ring the war. they 

were advocates for us, letting the world know of our suffering. Getting ac

curate information in a war is difficult. but the churches played a key role in 

communicating the truth, and that contributed to the signing of the CPA." 
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A ca ttle herder drives livestock along a road 
in Southern Sudan. 

"Now that w e are struggl ing to 

implement the CPA. the ch urches are 
giving people hope, " he continued. 

"They are helping communities pro

mote peace among themselves by 

promoting cUilogue w here there is 
conflict. And they're provid ing basic 

services that the government can

not yet provide . Our w hole social 

infrastructure was destroyed during 
the war, and now people w ant to see 

the roads open, the ch ildren going to 

school, the sick getting treatment. 
and the people drinking clean w ater. 

Those are the basic services that peo

ple want, and the churches have been 
helping us move ahead with providing 
them ." 

Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist mis

sionary and co-author with Chris Herlinger 

of the recently published W here Mercy 
Fails: Darfur's Struggle to Survive (Seabury 

Books) 

Children gather before their worship 
service to play drums, sing, and dance in 
Yondoru. 
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Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Sudan Refugees 

I DPs-Darfur· reg ion 

!DPs-Southern Sudan 

!DPs-Khartoum area 

!DPs- Eastern Sudan 

2, 450,000 

2, 700,000 

1,500,000 

168,000 

Statistics from USAid Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, 

Sudanese refugees in other countries 505,000 
(Refugees have fled primarily to Uganda. Kenya, Chad. Egypt. the Central 
African Republic. and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Some have been re
settled from refugee camps to other countries. inc luding the United States.I 

Refugees in Su dan 215,630 
(These refugees come primarily from Eritrea. Chad. and Ethiopia. I 

Statistics from US AID OCHA, May 2008 l 
and Humanitanan Assistance (OCHA}, May 2008; 
Internal Displacement Montoring Centre, November 2007. 
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Photos by Paul Jeffrey/ACT International, map art by Nanako Inoue 
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JOURNEY'S REFLECTION 
by Michelle Scott • photos by Paul Jeffrey 
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Sudan is a place of contrasts : dusty 
and dry, lush and green; Muslim and 
Christian ; peaceful and hostile. 

It is also a place where one can see 
Easter hope springing up in corners 
where once all hope was lost. You can 
see it on the faces of children who at
tend school-be it under mango trees 
or in thatch-roofed classrooms. It's 
evident in the pride farmers have as 
they bring in an abundant peanut har
vest. It's in the smiles of women who 
are carrying clean water from nearby 
wells to provide for their families. 

These are all examples of work 
started in Sudan in 2005 by the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). The work was funded by 
a generous gift from Ginghamsburg 
United Methodist Church in Tipp City, 
Ohio, and by additional seed money. 
Over the past four years, UMCOR 's ef

forts have grown to encompass work 
in Sudan 's capital city of Khartoum, 
in Southern Darfur province, and in 
Southern Sudan. 

In a country that has known little 
peace in its 50 years of independence, 
new wells, schools, and seeds pro
vide a glimmer of hope where once 
there was none. 

SEEDS OF HOPE 
I had the privilege of seeing UMCOR's 
work in Sudan f irst hand in the sum
mer of 2007. It was my first trip to 
Africa and I had no idea what to ex
pect. I knew what I had seen on 
television-the people in the Darfur 
region and their suffering . But what 
I saw didn't prepare me for the won
derful hope that filled each camp we 
visited where UMCOR is at work. 

Opposite: An internally displaced woman and 
child in Ge/es, an Arab village in Darfur. ACT

Caritas ' Darfur Emergency Response Operation 
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Smiling children pressed against us . Women brought gifts . Men came to talk 
about the good progress. 

We were there at the end of the dry season. Dust reigned . The only color 
in the landscape could be found in the brilliantly hued fabrics the women wore 
in traditional Darfurian style. Everything else was brown-parched and brown . 
We visited an agricultural project where, in what seemed to be a field of dust, 
people were working the land. They were planting seeds and preparing the 
earth because they knew the rains were coming . They had hope for a new 
day-one that would be filled with abundance. 

Peanuts and millet would be planted on this patch of dust and the coming 
rains would transform it into a verdant and fertile field . That field would provide 
food for ~hese farmers and seeds for next year's planting-with enough left 
over to share with another farming family in need. This agricultural project is 
the first one implemented in Southern Darfur with Ginghamsburg's contribu
tions . Now, it is self-perpetuating, with enough seeds from each year's harvest 
to provide for additional farmers in the next. 

"THEY CAN DREAM NOW" 
I visited several classrooms when I was in Southern Sudan and asked the 
children: "What do you want to be when you grow up?" Even though they 
spoke English, they didn't understand my question. I explained it further and 
my Sudanese hosts chuckled uncomfortably, as if it were a silly thing to ask. 
They translated it into the local language to help the kids along . In every class 
there was at first an awkward silence . Then a hand would go up, then another, 
and another. "I want to be a pilot," said one . "I want to be a nurse, " said an
other. Some others wanted to be doctors or teachers, and there were even 
severa l aspiring presidents . My hosts were surprised . Then one said out loud, 
to no one in particular: "This is good. They can dream. now." 

The fact that these children can dream of a future--other than being a refu
gee or a soldier-is a strong sign of a new thing about to happen. It is a sign of 
Easter hope -a symbol of a new day. Change is coming . Life is being restored 

to the way it ought to be . 

M ichelle Scott is Execu tive Secretary for Communications for the United Methodis t 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

helps Arab villages host /DPs in Darfur. 9'~!.<r' 

Right: A child directs a donkey in Dondona, 
an Arab village in Southern Darfur, that has 

received families displaced by fighting 
between Arab communities. L;;.....:..----~--_.!.----~~--...._--....:.... ___ _., ___ __._.-~--_.,.........__ 
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UMCOR 
at Work in 

Sudan 
UMCOR is at work in Sudan in the 

following cities. regions. towns. 
and villages: 

NORTH SUDAN 
Khartoum 

DARFUR 
North and South Adilla 

Al Daein County 
El Neem 

El Ferdous 
Abumatrig 

Nyala 
El Dasher 

SOUTH SUDAN 
Yei 

Lainya 
Marobo 

UMCOR began working in Sudan in February 2005, after assessment teams de
termined that UMCOR's experience could add to the humanitarian effort to al levi

ate suffering in Southern Darfur. Initial programs focused on providing essential 
non-food items to displaced people living in camps. UMCOR Sudan has since 
expanded its programs to include education, agriculture. and water, sanitation, 
and hygiene (WASH) projects. A second office was opened in Southern Sudan, 
a region with low levels of infrastructure and high levels of need. Programs in 
Southern Sudan focus on reintegration of the population by providing water and 
sanitation programs and school reconstruction after years of war. 

AGRICULTURE 
The agricultural program seeks to provide an effective strategy to help inte rnally 
displaced persons (I DPs) and their host communities regain livelihood security. 

In south Darfur. the program focuses on assisting \DPs and host communities 
by providing them with agricultural inputs, such as seeds and tools; by estab
lishing farmers ' committees; and by providing training . The program objectives 
are to provide additional sources of food and cash income and to restore the 
people 's livelihoods. The program currently targets a total of 10, 700 house
holds. Each month, it provides general food distribution to more than 100,000 
\DP beneficiaries in Southern Darfur to supplement their crop production. 

EDUCATION AND CHILD PROTECTION 
UMCOR Sudan's Education and Child Protection program centers on teacher 
training, school construction and reconstruction, establishing Parent-Teacher 
Associations, and providing essential school supplies for students. For exam
ple, UMCOR partners with UNICEF to distribute girls ' uniforms and school ma
terials for 11.400 students in the Darfur region. UMCOR has also constructed 
new classroom blocks and rehabilitated permanent classrooms in addition to 
building gender-specific latrines at the schools. School kits from the UMCOR 
Depot at Sager Brown are also distributed to support students in Darfur and . 
Southern Sudan. Through a UN World Food Program school feeding program 
in Darfur. UMCOR is supplying 4,598 pupils in 12 primary schools in Al Daein 

County and Adilla villages with food . 
UMCOR Sudan has been implementing the Child Protection and 

Development program since March 2006. It brings much-needed services to 
interna lly displaced women and children in the Al Daein area . A youth center 
was rehabi litated by using local material and a women 's training center was 
constructed in Khor Omer. Young boys also receive training in shoemaking, car
pentry, building, and electricity at the center. In another community, UMCOR 
wil l construct a shelter focused on providing activities for young girls. 

UMCOR Sudan is also supporting 460 preschool children by constructing 
permanent classrooms where they can learn in a safe environment. UMCOR 
provided teachers and learning materials to preschool children to create an 
environment that supports and extends their development and learn ing. 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND INTERVENTION 
UMCOR Sudan Emergency Response and Interventions are focused on dis
tributing non-food items, providing small-scale livelihood activities, and over-

Above: A woman in a camp for internally displaced people outside Um Labassa m Darfur. Center: Students 
at a school constructed by UMCOR in the village of Kenyi in Southern Sudan. Left: Under construction an 
UMCOR-sponsored school in the Southern Sudanese village of Mankaro. Opposite right: A man and woman 
plant a crop in an Arab village m Sudan. All photos by Paul Jeffrey 
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Students sing in the Dar es Salaam school in Mankaro. 

seeing water and camp coordination . 

To date, UMCOR has supported more 

than 80,000 individuals in \DP camps . 

Through UMCOR's flood-response 

project in Khartoum, classrooms in 

10 target schools were rehabil itated 

and non-food items such as blankets, 

sleeping mats, and plastic jerry cans 

for carrying water were distributed. 

PEACE BUILDING 
UMCOR's peace-building project fo

cuses on workshops and training in 

peaceful coexistence, conflict resolu

tion, and the organization of peace

building activities through songs, dra

mas, and dances. The project targets 

youth, women, teachers, and commu

nity leaders in IDP camps in Southern 

Darfur. Peace-building pamphlets are 

RECONSTRUCTION 
Through funds from Ginghamsburg 

United Methodist Church in Ohio and 

from USAID/OFDA, UMCOR is help

ing to give 90,000 people better ac

cess to water and sanitation. UMCOR 
Sudan is working with local communi

ties to reestablish and expand exist

ing water systems. The program drills 

boreholes, rehabilitates water distri

bution areas, and trains communities 

to manage and repair their water re

sources . 
Reconstruction activities also focus 

on improving sanitation within the com

munities by building latrines for the in

creasing population seeking safety in 

the camps and the surrounding host 

communities . To ensure that this work 

will continue, UMCOR Sudan is training 

circulated within the communities to community caretakers and committees 

disseminate messages about the im- to maintain improved water and sanita-
portance of peace . tion systems and to promote hygiene. 
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The program also provides shel
ter for IDPs. UMCOR's shelter-con

struction project helps residents of 

IDP camps build their own temporary 

housing. After distributing shelter kits, 

which contain materials to build shel

ters and latrines, shelter assistants and 
community leaders show IDPs how 

to improve the upkeep of sustainable 
shelters and urge them to participate in 

shelter-construction activities. To date, 
over 16,000 people have received shel

ter kits through the project. 

PARTNERS IN UMCOR'S WORK 
UMCOR Sudan works with a variety 

of partners to make its work pos

sible . In addition to the private funds 

UMCOR receives through The United 

Methodist Church, support also 
comes from the following agencies: 

• The US Department of State's 

Bureau of Population, Refugees, 

and Migration 

• Office of US Foreign Disaster 

Assistance 
• Ginghamsburg United Methodist 

Church, Tipp City, Ohio 

• UNICEF 

World Food Program 

• The US Foreign Aid Office 

• Cordaid 

UMCOR's work in Sudan can be sup

ported by donations to The Advance, 

Sudan Emergency #18425. 



Deriga, Sudan, is a small vil

lage in the southern part of the 
Darfur region . It was destroyed 

during a brutal scorched-earth 
attack by the "Janjaweed," a 
proxy militia group unleashed 
by the Sudanese government 

to f ight Darfuri rebel groups 
and control villages after con
flict broke out in the region in 

2003 . This conflict has ki lled 
approximately 300,000 people 
and displaced more than 2 mil
lion more . The United Nations 
has called Darfur 's plight the 
worst humanitarian crisis in the 
world. 

The village of Deriga w as looted and burned, and its residents fled to neighbor
ing tow ns and states to escape the violence. The town was almost empty and 
totally desolate, but the few elders w ho remained had not given up hope. They 
had heard about a project that drilled w ells and brought clean w ater to villages 
like theirs in Darfur. The Sudan Project-a partnership formed by Ginghamsburg 
United Methodist Church and the United Methodist Committee on Rel ief 
(UMCOR)-could resurrect a town, even one as desolate as Deriga. 

Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church is located in Tipp City, Ohio, just north of 
Dayton . In August 2008, Forbes magazi ne named Dayton one of the fastest-dying 
cities in the United States . Yet. since January 2005, Ginghamsburg has made a 
nearly $4 mill ion humanitarian investment in southern Darfur through its outreach 
ministry ca lled the Sudan Project. Part of this funding has literally enabled the 
resu rrection of the village of Deriga . 

Ginghamsburg 's work in the Darfur region , in partnership w ith UMCOR, has in
volved three primary projects since early 2005 . A sustainable agriculture program 

has reached 70,000 people. A safe w ater and san itation project is expanding to 
provide safe w ells and w ater yards for 219,000 people by the close of 2010. And 

Above: A woman returns to Denga, Sudan, with a child. left: Remaining hopeful tha t 
their village would be rebuilt, some elders did not flee Deriga after it was burned and 
looted by the Janjaweed. 
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a child protection and development 

program is constructing schools and 

training teachers, leading to a school 

enrollment of 19,000 children since 

the program's inception. Hearing of 

these efforts, a few remaining villag

ers from Deriga approached UMCOR 

staff members in the spring of 2008 

to ask that their town be one of the 
beneficiaries of a water project. 
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UMCOR experts were initia lly du

bious, for when they visited the site, 

little infrastructure was left. As a staff 

member of UMCOR Sudan admitted, 

"When we first visited Deriga, the 

few remaining villagers approached 

us to say that, if we drilled for water, 

the people would come back. Based 

on what we saw, we believed that it 

would be an expensive exercise for 

nothing. But they were persistent," 

he noted, "and they convinced us." 

The villagers were right. By the time 

drilling for the well started, the word 

had spread, and former villagers be
gan to return . 

A woman in Deriga inspects peanut seeds provided by the Sudan Project 's sustainable 
agriculture program. 

By the time the borehole was 

complete, the population had swelled 

a population of 12,000-many more 

people than had lived there before 

the conflict. Of course, this expanded 

population led to new challenges. The 
people who returned had nothing left 

with which to make a living. So the 

Sudan Project provided seeds, tools, 

and tra ining to initiate an agricultural 

program. Next, when the people 

to 5,000. By the time the entire wa- asked for schools, two permanent 

ter yard was built, the village boasted structures were built, and two more 

are in process . 

At sites where project money is 
invested, UMCOR erects signs in

dicating that funding was provided 

by Ginghamsburg Church in Ohio. 

When UMCOR leaders visited Deriga 
in mid-November 2008, they lea rned 

that the villagers had renamed Deriga 
" Ohio Village." 

The Sudan Project's sustainable 

agriculture program was started 
in 2005 with the proceeds from 

Ginghamsburg 's first Christmas 
Miracle Offering . With UMCOR 's 

stewardship, that $317,000 helped 

5,209 families come back into the 

farming business. The program was 

also extended to an additional 1,700 
households in 2008. Through both of 
those investments and through seed 

and tool redistribution , the project has 

touched the lives of nearly 68,000 

people in Southern Darfur province 

over the past four years . 

The word sustainable is key. The 

program was designed to ensure that 

Crops from the agricultural program 
supply food for Deriga 's returnees as well 
as produce to sell at market. 
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U~ICOR 
United Methodist Committee On Belief 

Ehnowada IDPs Basic School 

Funded by Gingba1nsburg 

Church in Ohio 

Children gather to greet visitors from Ginghamsburg UMC. 

the farmers would retain enough of produce to the market, raising funds to purchase the plows or donkeys they 
their seeds to start the next year's needed to enhance their productivity. One group that benefits from the Sudan 
crop. In fact, the 2005 crop was so Project is a Dinka tribe, originally from Southern Sudan, which was displaced 
successful that fami lies not on ly into the Darfur region during the 20-year civil conflict between the north and 
had food to eat and seeds to bank, south . Tribe members used the proceeds from the ir first crop to buy the re
but many of them were able to take lease of more than 800 of their child ren from Darfuri landowners, who had ac-

For more information about 
the Sudan Project, visit 

www.thesudanproject.org, 
www.ginghamsburg.org, or 

www.umcor.org. 

cepted the children as indentured servants in payment for allowing the Dinkas 
to resettle on their land. 

CHILD P 0 TIO D 
The 5-year child protection and development program began in 2006 with 
Ginghamsburg UMC's 2005 Christmas Miracle Offering . Th is multifaceted proj
ect keeps children safely in school . 
limiting their exposure to the violence 
that surrounds their communities and 
protect ing them from conscription 
into armed militias . 

Through the program for children : 
temporary schools are being built 
within the internally displaced per
sons (IDP) camps for girls as well 
as boys . Education for girls is a key 
strategy since it is not common 
within the cu lture; 
permanent schools are being con-

structed ir 
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structed in the host villages near 

the IDP camps to generate good 

wi ll among the refugees and the 

people native to the area who must 

now share their land with the IDP 
population; 

kindergarten programs help to serve 

the youngest children and also pro

vide students with one meal a day; 
life-skil ls training programs equip 

adolescent boys and girls, as we ll as 
the goal is to have 14 water yards 

in place to support up to 220,000 
women, with skill sets that can be Sudanese,. A water yard consists of 

used to earn a living . Skills for boys a borehole, generator, water pump, 

include masonry and carpentry, and taps for human use, and separate 
those for girls and young women in

clude sewing and food processing; 

a variety of school supplies and 

sporting equipment is also being 
provided . 

Safe water is the most critical health 

need in Darfur. Unsafe water results 

in poor health, disease, and outbreaks 

of violence over scarce resources. 

Common problems include humans 

and livestock sharing the same water 

sources and children traveling up to 8 

miles (in one direction) by foot or don

key to collect unhealthy groundwater 

in 5-gallon jerry cans-if water is avail

able at all. The four-year safe water 

and sanitation program was initiated 

in 2007 from Ginghamsburg UMC's 

2006 Christmas Miracle Offering. 

At the end of the four-year program, 

troughs for animals. These water 

yards are being constructed near the 

camps and villages serving children in 

the Child Protection and Development 

Project so that chi ldren may remain 

in school rather than travel for hours 

each day through unsafe territory to 
retrieve w ater for their families . 

The project is also constructing la

trines in IDP ca mps and in targeted 

schools and conducting sanitation 

training sessions in villages served by 
the water project. 

LIVING MORE SIMPLY FOR 

During each Advent season since 

2004, Ginghamsburg 's senior pastor, 

the Rev. Mike Slaughter, has chal

lenged Ginghamsburg's members and 
participants to live more simply so that 

others can simply live . In taking this 

step, fami lies seek to spend only ha lf 

as much on Christmas as they wou ld 

normally do and to offer the other half 
to the Christmas Miracle Offering for 

the Sudan Project. Despite the tough 

local and national economy and the 

impact of unemployment within the 

church family, the Advent 2008 offer

ing garnered $725,749, adding to the 

$3 mil lion that had been raised and 

invested from Advent 2005 through 

Advent 2007. 

Safe water is distributed to internal!v 
displaced persons at a water vard in Darfur. 
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Ginghamsburg Un ited Methodist Church 
Offerings for Darfur Min istries 

2005 - $317 ,000 

2006 - $530,000 

2007 - $1,000,000 

2008 - $1,200,000 

2009 - $726,000 

Six water yards constructed, along with 
the drilling of 3 additional boreholes 

76 hygiene training sessions held 

6909 households trained in agriculture 
and equipped with seeds and too ls 

Cumulative enrollment in schools is 18,903 
students, including 132 deaf children 

71 permanent schools built or reha bil i
tated along with 88 temporary schools 
within IDP camps 

194 teachers trained 

Three life skills training centers estab
lished, total cumulative enrollment of 404 

Four kindergartens established, providing 
a meal a day to students 

32,061 children equipped with book bags, 
pencils, ru lers, and hygiene kits 

100 children being served in early 2009 
by a brick-making machine, which will 
allow them to generate income _J 

Ginghamsburg attendees under
stand that the gospel isn't lived out 

if the poor are not served . Other 

churches, schools, and businesses 

have also been inspired to take com

passionate action toward Darfur, with 

26 partners from 10 states in 2008 
providing $113,000 of the total. 

Karen Smith is the Director of 

Communications and Global Initiatives at 

Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church 
in Tipp City, Ohio. Photos provided bv 

Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church. 
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Michael Chou/ (left) and his siblings (le ft to right) Mary holding Grace, Samuel, and David. 

John and Sarah Chuol fled their 

Sudanese village with their then four

year-old son, Michael, and his two

year-old brother, David, in the middle 

of the night when their village came 

under attack during the civil war. In 

the confusion, Sarah's mother ran in 

the opposite direction. They have not 

seen her since. 

The conflict would move from 

place to place across the vast ex

panse of Southern Sudan . Dislocated 

families would travel from village 

to village, seeking shelter and food. 

" Over time," John says, "it became 

clear that we could not avoid the war. 

We had to leave Sudan." 

Sarah and John do not speak about 

their wilderness sojourn, except to 

say that they walked for more than a 

month, fed by strangers and sleeping 

on blankets on the ground. "I don't re

member walking," says David . Sarah 

grins and point to her back. "That's 

because I carried you." 
Government officials at the 

Uganda border transported them to 

the Chaguala refugee camp on the 
border of Uganda and the Democratic 

Republ ic of the Congo. They spent 

three years in the camp before re

locating to the city of Kampala to 

await the processing of their US im

migration papers . After September 

11, 2001, that temporary relocation 

turned into four years of waiting in 

cramped quarters . 

Opposite: Nyabuony and Nyareik Gon y. 
Right: Sarah Chou/. 

ED O' U 
While civil war was spreading 1n 

Southern Sudan, a newly formed 

United Methodist congregation be

gan worshiping in a high school au

ditorium in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

The members of that congregation, 
Genesis United Methodist Church, 

welcomed their first refugee family 

(from Kosovo) with just three days ' 

notice. The home they were prepar
ing wasn 't ready, so Andrea Smith, an 

early childhood professor at Western 
Michigan University, and her family 

took them in for three weeks . Smith 

and her husband, Brad, have been 

actively involved in helping refugee 

families resettle ever since. 

The members of Genesis UMC 
were informed in 2001 that they 

would be resettl ing the Chuol family 

from Sudan . While the Chuols waited 

in Kampala for their resettlement pa-
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pers, the church helped resettle an
other family (from Iran). 

"We wrote letters to the Chuol 

family and our Sunday School kids 

sent pictures," says Linda Gary, co

ordinator and team leader for refu
gee resettlement efforts at Genesis. 

When the Chuols final ly arrived, on 
May 19, 2005, " they brought wi th 
them every single letter and picture 

we had sent. " says Gary. 

The Chuols story is not unusual . 
Sudan is considered one of the least 

stable countries in the world . Its most 

recent 21 -year civil war resu lted in the 
death of hundreds of thousands of 

people. Mill ions have been displaced. 

A 
Sarah Chuol's cousin, Martha Gony, 

arrived in the United States in 2006. 
Her older children remember the four

month journey on foot to the border 

and their time in a refugee camp in 

Ethiopia . Martha was widowed twice 
during this time, the second time 

when the hospital where her husband 

worked was blown up. 

With the a~sistance of two other 
churches in southeast Grand Rapids

St. Paul's UMC, which officially spon

sored the family, and the smaller, 
inner-city Olivet UMC-Martha has 

struggled to resettle . She is a single 

- - --·-----------·---·--____________ __,_ 
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mother with seven children : Nyabuony 
(20), Nyamouch (16) , and Nyareik (11) 

are her girls. and Teslouch (13), Bhan 
(6), Patrick (4) , and Dorar (1) are her 

boys . "The kids are doing great. " 
says a St. Paul's mission committee 
member, Mary Morrow. 

Morrow and her husband, Keith, 

had both just lost jobs when the 
Gonys arrived in Grand Rapids. "We 
needed something to keep us from 

feeling sorry for ourselves." she says. 
So the Morrows kept busy by work
ing w ith Martha Gony and her family. 

Asked about her escape from 
Sudan, Gony's face turns grim. When 

she does speak, John Chuol interprets 
for her. "There is a big difference be
tween being in your own country and 
being in a refugee camp," she says. 

"Only God is able to take care of all 
these problems. Without God, we 
could not solve them all." John's in

terpretation continues: " As refugees, 
you learn that there are places where 
there is no water and nowhere to 
sleep . You also learn about fitting in 
with a different community, speaking 
different languages, sharing life with 
different cultures ." 

While the children generally re
member the refugee camps in a fa
vorable light, the parents are quick 
to share an adult perspective . In the 
camps there was usually enough 
food, Sarah says, " but sometimes 
the convoys would not arrive, and we 

John Chou/ with the author, Linda Burson. 

would be hungry. Here, you can decide, and you have access to do things. 
There, you do not have access ." 

BR DGI G THE CULTURAL DIVIDE 

Education has been centrally important to these families. The Gony children 
all speak English and look forward to further education. John earned a divin ity 
degree during the Chuols' time in Kampala, a source of great pride. Sti ll, says 
Andrea Smith, "while he's overqualified for most jobs, he has no work his
tory. " After years of temporary employment, John finally got a permanent job. 
Before arriving in the United States, Sarah could not read or write in her native 
language. Now she speaks English and is making great progress in literacy 
with the help of Sara Preston, an early childhood reading specialist who be
longs to the Genesis Church . Sarah works in housekeeping at a local hospital. 

Six-year-old Samuel Chuol was able to attend two years of preschool- in 
large part because Genesis members formed a "driving team," making the 
45-minute round trip to the preschool twice a day so that Samuel could get the 
services he needed. Tuition was covere by the Chuols, church contributions, 
and a scholarship from the school . "We want to take advantage of every op
portunity here," says John Chuol. " Here, we have access to a good education 
for our children ." 

The host churches and the Sudanese famil ies have worked hard to bridge 
the cultural divide. "Transportation has been a huge issue, " says Linda Gary. 
Martha Gony added : " In Africa, you can walk anywhere you need to go. 
Here, you need a ca r." John now drives, as does Nyabuony, the eldest Gony 

sibling. But "they really need a van, " says Reba Peterson, 
Martha's English tutor. Peterson's husband, Gary, was the pas
tor at Olivet UMC when the family arrived. 

A DIFFERENT SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
"We want to improve ourselves, to learn languages, and to get 
good jobs," says John Chuol. But the American focus on inde
pendence has been somewhat confusing for the Chuols. " In 
Africa," says Sarah, " if you cannot pay your rent, they under

stand that you have a problem, so they say, 'OK, don't pay th is 
month .' Here, if you can 't pay, your rent goes up. Before, I didn 't 

Mary and Samuel Chou/. 
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Martha Gonv with one-vear-old Durar. 

have a job but we had food stamps, 
and we could manage. I got a job, and 

there were no more food stamps, 

and we couldn't manage. In Africa, if 

people see you have a problem, they 
step in to help." 

While the Chuols continue to 

depend on their church family, the 

Genesis members don 't see it as de

pendence anymore . "We're friends 

now." says Kathy Wildt. 

Volunteers from all the churches 

say that the needs of newly arriving 

refugee families are almost unimagi

nable. Mary Morrow says she grew 

very protective of the Gony family af

ter she got to know them and what 

they'd been through . "We picked 

them up at the airport." she says. 

"They were so scared. They had to 

put their whole trust in St. Paul's." 

The Rev. Cathi Gowin, St. Paul's 

pastor, while acknowledging that 

Martha Gony has struggled to assimi
late, challenges the goal of full inde

pendence as somewhat unrealistic. 

"Imagine people making decisions 

for you and about you-without you, " 

Gowin says. Each day, Martha must 

make the school lunches, get the 

kids on buses to different schools, 

care for the younger children, make 

doctors ' appointments, pay bills, and 

find rides to PTA meetings. "And 

she's alone," says Gowin . "Any of us 

would struggle with this . She doesn't 
speak English ." 

Yet both the Sudanese and the 
Americans believe their similarities 

outweigh their differences. "You 

go to church on Sunday morning. In 

Africa, we went to church on Sunday 
morning." says David Chuol. "You 

celebrate Christmas. We celebrate 

Christmas . I thought it would be a lot 
different here . It's not so different af
ter all." 

l SEO E 
A growing understanding of God's 

family as encompassing the whole 

globe has transformed these families 
and churches. "It has 

helped us to appreciate 
what others in our world 

are experiencing," Rev. 

Gowin says. She sees 

the resettlement of ref

ugees as a social justice 
issue. 

Andrea Smith says 
that her entire family has 

been changed forever 

because of their expe

riences resettling refu

gee families . "The big
gest thing I've learned 

is that once you're part 

of a community, they're 

a part of you," she says. 

And John Chuol sees a 

mutual blessing. Mary 
Morrow says that the 
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having that first refugee family come 

and live with us was one of the most 

powerful experiences of our livBs." 

She encourages churches not to wor

ry too much about whether they can 
do it. "Whatever you do," she says, 
"will be greatly appreciated ." 

Since the refugee families arrived 
in Grand Rapids, the churches have 
helped them stay connected w ith 
relatives still in Africa. The Chuols re

cently discovered that Sarah's mother 

survived the war, and they're petition

ing to have her come to the United 
States. And 13-year-old Teslouch Gony 

hopes to return to Sudan someday. 

He says he wants to go and make 

blessing she has expe- Nvamouch Gonv (center) with her brothers, Patrick and Dorar. 

rienced through helping 
the Gonys has been the most impor

tant aspect of the story. 
When asked what advice the Grand 

Rapids churches might offer for other 

congregations considering sponsoring 

a refugee family, Reba Peterson says 

that it's important to have a good team 
of volunteers . But Andrea Smith says, 

"Just go for it. You learn as you go. If 

you talk to my kids, they'll tell you that 

peace. "And if they don't listen, " he 

says, "I'll make my own land and my 

own rules : There will be no fighting . 

And the school bus will come right to 
your door." 

The Rev. Lmda Burson, a church manage

ment and communications consultant, 
1s pastor of Sunnvside United Methodist 
Church m Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
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T.resa Juan, a 55-year-old mother 
of eight children, lives outside the 

village of Mankaro in Lainya County, 

Southern Sudan. She and her hus

band just returned to Southern Sudan 

after fleeing to Uganda at some point 

during Sudan's 21-year civil conflict. 

Their family is one of thousands re

turning to Sudan. Every day Juan, 

along with other women , wal ks 20 

miles to collect untreated water for 

her family-five miles to the stream 

and five miles back twice a day. Since 

before they fled, this stream has 

been the only source of water for the 

community-but drinki ng this water 

has unwanted consequences . 
"We get diarrhea, typhoid , and 

malaria," said Juan . " More than 600 

people use this w ater." 

A new we ll and school are being 

bu ilt in Mankaro by the United Meth
odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

as part of an integrated plan that focus

es on water and schools in Southern 
Sudan . UMCOR began operations 

in nearby Yei in April 2006 and is im

proving the communities of Southern 

Sudan by building schools and latrines, 

providing a clean water supply, and 

training teachers and parents through 

parent-teacher associations. 
Tom Omach, project coordina

tor for UMCOR in Southern Sudan, 

says that the region faces formidable 
problems and that the construction 

of wells and schools makes a long

term impact on this developing area. 
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Omach is from Uganda and began 

work at the UMCOR office in Yei in 

December 2008. 

" People are just returning and in
frastructu re was destroyed during the 

w ar," says Omach. " By providing safe 

water to the community, we are able 

to reduce the number of cases of di

arrhea for the chi ldren. This increases 
overall product ivity and leads to regu

lar classroom attendance. When chil

dren are not sick, they tend to go to 

school more often . Without safe wa
ter, it is diff icult to guarantee that." 

Twice a day, Teresa Juan (p. 38) walks five 
miles each way with other women from her 
village to draw water from a spring for her 
family. The contaminated water has to be 
boiled before use. 
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BUILDING CAPACITY 
The UMCOR office works to find the 
areas in Southern Sudan where the 

need is greatest but also where the 
people in the local villages can partner 
with them . 

"A good school and a good well 

placed in a good environment make 
up a good package," said Omach. 

"We not only construct these facili
ties, we also empower the commu
nities through training in how to care 
for them ." 

Deve loping the capacity of the 
people who use the wells and 

schools helps to ensure their sus
tainability. Members of the com
munity are recruited by UMCOR to 
participate in Water Management 

Committees for the villages that 
receive wells. Those committees 

raise funds for well repair and main
tenance . Before a well is in place, 

UMCOR helps train the community 
in keeping the water from the wel l 
safe and clean. A deputy program 
coordinator for UMCOR in Yei is one 
of the trainers . 

"The training to maintain safe wa
ter is essential because of the cost of 
building these wells," said the coordi

nator. "Once a well is contaminated, 
it is difficult to get another one built. 
We train the community to use clean 
materials at every stage: from the 
container in which the water is drawn 

from the well to the cup that carries it 
to the lips. Everything must be clean. 
We provide latrines at proper distanc
es away from the wells, especially 
those wel ls near schools. Th is also 
helps keep the water safe." 

Above: Children plav amid bricks baking in 
the sun. Below: The roads through Yei are 
challenging even in the drv season. At right, 
team members from the Holston Confer
ence walk along the road. 

These are very basic practices that 
help prevent disease. The UMCOR 
staff member says that he never wants 
to see flies around one of the wells that 
UMCOR has built. "Many flies indicate 
possible water contamination ." 

BUILDING C 
TRAINING T 
To date, Urv' 
lead agencie! 

10 Yei and La 

uMCOR had 

sate learning 
mary school · 

with educati 

pils. The edu 
K~S sent by 
Despite the~ 

going influx 1 

persons con 

growing corr 
According 

had about 4 
600,000 by: 
Sudan has bt 
financial rest 

Sudan has s 

indicators in 
girls comple

schools havE 

The Dare 

Methodist C 

UMCOR's a1 

along with t 

critical in ord 

"When I 
may not hai 
young girls 



· · ' · ' '" · · · · ~ · ''' · ·-.·~··· '· · . '" " •· ·' •• ···· · ·· ..... ~· · -=~''' '' , ...... ,. ,. •····· .. . - .... ·~. ~ "':-.: 1 t:;.t:,i'·i • r· -~. 

BUILDING CLASSROOMS, 
TRAINING TEACHERS 
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To date, UMCOR has emerged as one of the 

lead agencies in education and well construction 

in Yei and Lainya counties. By the end of 2008, 

UMCOR had built 12 classroom blocks, providing 

safe learning environments. In addit ion, 250 pri

mary school teachers were tra ined and equipped 

with educational materials to serve 16,000 pu

pils . The educational materials come from school 

kits sent by the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot. 

Despite these significant achievements, an on

going influx of refugees and internally displaced 

persons continues to pose challenges for the 
growing communities . 

According to government officia ls, Yei County 

The presence of many older youth at Dar es Salaam school in Mankaro indi
cates the strength of the community's commitment to education. 

had about 420,000 people in 2008. The population is expected to swell to 

600,000 by 2010, as people return to the area. The government of Southern 

Sudan has been unable to provide adequate basic services because of a lack of 

financial resources, infrastructure, supplies, and trained personnel . Southern 

Sudan has some of the highest infant mortality rates and lowest education 

indicators in the world . Only 2 percent of boys and less than 1 percent of 

girls complete their primary education . Only 7 percent of the teachers in the 

schools have had formal training . 

The Dar es Sa laam School in Mankaro, Yei County, managed by the United 

Methodist Church in Yei , is one of 12 schools that have benefited from 

UMCOR's activities . A school with three classrooms was built by UMCOR, 

along with two wells and a pit latrine . According to UMCOR, pit latrines are 

critical in order to maintain gender balance in schools. 

"When I interview the teachers outside Yei, in places where the schools 

may not have proper latrines, they always compla in that. past a certain age, 

young girls no longer to come to school , " said the UMCOR coordinator. 
"These girls are embarrassed when 

they reach womanhood and there are 
no suitable facilities for privacy. They 

go home and do not return to school. 

All of the higher grades are full of 

boys but not girls ." Only 18 percent 

of girls go to school in Sudan. 
Dar es Salaam (Arabic for "House 

of Peace " ) has a student popula-

Far Leh: Children peer 
into the Yei United 
Methodis t Church. 
Leh: Children on their 
way to the medical 
clinic offered by the 
Holston Con ference 
visiting team. 

tion of 1 .495 and is one of the big

gest and best-performing schools in 

Yei County. Three out of the 10 best 
students in the 2006 Pri mary Seven 

National Examination were from Dar 

es Salaam, and the school w as ran ked 
fourth in Yei County, w ith 77 percent 

of its students passing the 2007 f inal 

examinat ions. However, the school 

has limited faci lities to meet the de

mands of its student population . Four 

temporary, run-down mud structures 

serve as classrooms and have log 

benches but no desks or cha irs for 
students or teachers . Recently, the 

government stopped paying salaries 

to teachers in private schools. Trained 

teachers earn a meager salary of 
about US $125 per month; untrained 

teachers receive much less pay. 
"The schools with proper wells 

can become sources of pride for the 
surrounding community, because 

community residents become the 
caretakers," the UMCOR staff mem

ber sa id. "We are planting seeds not 

only for the overall health of the com

munity, but also for the education of 

the future leaders of th is country." 

David Malloy is the Annual Conference 
Liaison for The Advance. A version of Teresa 

Juan 's story by Tom Omach has been de
signed to use as a Bulletin Insert (seep. 43). 
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In Sudan, UMCOR has constructed school buildings 
in the Mankaro and Kenyi regions of Southern Sudan, 
where children can pursue formal education opportu
nities and hope for a brighter future . To support the 
educational efforts for children in Sudan. give to Su
dan Emergency, UMCOR Advance #184385. 

In North Central Liberia, caterpillars called "army 
worms" have infested crops in the Zota District and 
Bong County. One hundred villages and more than 
300,000 families and farmers have been affected by 

the resulting farm destruction and food shortage . UM
COR is responding with an emergency grant to the 
Liberia Annual Conference to provide technical crop
and-pest-management training. Sustainable Agricul
ture and Development, UMCOR Advance #982188. 

Middle East 
UMCOR responded to an emergency funding request 
from Church World Service's Immigration and Refugee 
Program to assist a Pa lestinian family evacuated from 
Gaza to Jordan. Not being classified as refugees, but 
having received permission to resettle in the United 
States, they were not eligible for federal refugee funds 
to help cover expenses for the move. The UMCOR 
funds ensured safe. appropriate. and stable housing. 
Refugee Response, UMCOR Advance #982540. 

United States 
Flooding from melting snow and severe storm sys
tems caused major flooding in the Red River and Dev
il's Lake Basins of Fargo, North Dakota . Water levels 
rose 40 feet above flood level. Support flood prepara
tion. Give to Domestic Disaster Response, UMCOR 
Advance #901670. 

United Mission-Study Group Forced to Leave Sudan 
After spending about a week in a hotel to avoid vio
lence, a 19-member mission-travel study group left 
Yei in Southern Sudan . Sudanese news reports at
tributed the violence to dissension within the Suda
nese military over salary payments. After crossing into 
Kampala . Uganda, group members boarded a flight to 

New York's Kennedy International Airport. where they 

arrived safely on March 24. 

United Methodist Center Awarded Federal Job 
Stimulus Grant 
Wesley Community Center, a General Board of Global 
Ministries-related facility in Phoenix, Arizona, will re
ceive $1.3 million as a result of a federal economic 
stimulus grant. Wesley's health clinic, Centro de Sa
lud, currently serves 4,000 patients from 113 different 
ZIP Code areas. The center provides counseling ser

vices. health education, gynecological services, urgen 
care. dermatology, endocrinology, cancer screening, 
and diabetes treatment. 

Danish pastor elected as United Methodist Bishop 
The Rev. Christian Alsted was elected as the new 

bishop of the Nordic and Baltic Area of The United 
Methodist Church . Alsted, who has served as pastor 
of Jerusalem United Methodist Church in Copenha
gen, Denmark. since 1989, succeeds retiring bishop 
Oystein Olsen . 

DEATHS William F. Anderson 11 , retired missionary 
with 33 years of service in Kenya, died November 
18, 2008 .. . Ila Mae Eaker. retired missionary with 
19 years of service in Cuba and Costa Rica , died 
November 23, 2008 .. . Bruce T. Hulse, retired mis
sionary with nearly 7 years of service in India, died 
November 26, 2008 ... Mary L. Churchill . retired 
missionary with 4 years of service in Nigeria, died 
January 2, 2009 ... Bernice Overmyer, retired mis
sionary with 17 years of service in China and the 
Ph ilippines, died February 10, 2009 ... George L. 
Terry, retired missionary with 37 years of service 
in India and Afghanistan, died February 16, 2009 . 
Vincent L. James, retired missionary with 16 years 
of service in Chile. died February 17, 2009 ... Hilda 
Dail , retired missionary with 4 Yi years of service 1n 
India , died February 22, 2009 ... Robert Carl Harvey, 
retired missionary with 4 years of service in Libe
ria, died March 3, 2009 .. . Lonzo F. Battles, retired 
missionary with 2% years of service in Peru , died 
March 8, 2009 . 
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Letter from Paul Jeffrey, 
United Methodist Missionary and Photojournalist 

The following are excerpts from a letter written by Paul Jeffrey to his support
ing congregations on February 12, 2009, while he was in Ye1, Southern Sudan, 
to interview and photograph workers and participants in United Methodist 
pro;ects. He recently co-authored a book with Chris Herlinger entitled Where 
Mercy Falls: Darfur's Struggle to Survive. 

As we've set off toward rural 
villages in the predawn dark

ness. we've wound through 
the rutted streets of Yei. the 
headlights of our four-wheel 

drive vehicle illuminating the 
thatched-roof huts of the 

poor-and between the hous
es and along the road. scores 
of women walking 1n the dark 
to fetch water. And since 

there simply aren 't enough 

Girls m Yet, Southern Sudan, walk home 
after getting water from a well provided by 
he United Methodist Committee on Relie 

!UMCORJ. 

hand-pumped wells to meet everyone's needs, the earlier these wom

en start. the better chance they have to get what their families need. 
If you've got a little more money, you can hire a woman to get you 

water One United Methodist woman I met. Tamar Kako. is a widow 
who supports her f amrly by carrying water to construction sites and 
middle-class homes Carrying two to three gallons on her head during 

each trip, she can earn a couple of dollars in four to five hours of work 

When she's done carrying someone else's water. then she can start to 
carry what she needs to feed and bathe her own family and keep her 

dirt-floored hut clean 

In a place like Southern Sudan. building a functioning democracy 
and flourishing economy 1n the wake of decades of war means putting 

everyone to work, and not iust at carrying water. It means ending cul
tural and legal practices that demean women and devalue the gifts they 

bring to the common table 
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The General Board of Global Ministries 

Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, New York. NY 10115 
Website: http ://gbgm-umc . ori~ • 212-870-3600 

The United Methodist Church 

connecting the church in mission 

Rebuilding Lives in Southern Sudan 

Tom G. Omach 1s the Southern Sudan program coordinator for UMCOR-Sudan. 

Teresa Juan spent 20 years as a refugee in Uganda She was one of m il

lions who fled the civil conflict that wreaked havoc across Southern Sudan, 
leaving more than 1 Yi million people dead Because the Comprehensive 

Peace Agreement signed in 2005 brought a measure of sa fety back to the 
area. Teresa returned to her country with her husband and eight chi ldren 

While she felt safe for the first time 1n years. life remained d1ff 1cult for 

her and her family after they returned to their village Life as a re fugee had 
taken a devastating physical toll on her husband, and he could no longer 

work to sustain their family. Teresa had to walk many miles to draw water 

from a distant stream 
"My family suffered greatly from drinking contaminated water," Teresa 

recalled . They experienced diarrhea, stomach cramps, nausea. and other 

waterborne illnesses 
Then UMCOR constructed a well 1n Teresa's village, and with much 

less time taken for gathering water. she was able to invest time 1n proiects 

to earn income for her family 
UMCOR also constructed schools 1n the villages of Mankaro and Kenyi 

so that primary school children could attend classes indoors . Before th 

schools were built, classes were held outdoors under a large tree that 

provided shade from the sun but no 
protection from rain 

UMCOR's work with water and 
sanitation programs and school re

construction helps the displaced 
population become reintegrated into 

their original villages in Southern Su

dan after years of war. 
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Esther Isaac, coordina tor of the psychosocial program for LWF/ACT in Chad, 
talks with a group of women living in the Aradib Camp for in ternally displaced 
persons outside the village of Goz Amer. 

Profile of a Humanitarian Aid 
Worker in Eastern Chad 

Chris Herlinger is a Church World Service communications officer 
and a freelance journalist. He and United Methodist missionary 
Paul Jeffrey recently co-authored a book entitled, Where Mercy Fails: 
Darfur's Struggle to Survive. This story describes Action by Churches 
Together programs in Chad in 2008. 
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I n N'djamena, the capital of Chad, shrapnel rested on the pave
ment of a now-quiet neighborhood that had once been overrun 
with fighting between antigovernment gueri llas and army troops. 
From this place, Esther T. Isaac prepared to travel to the tense, un
settled region of eastern Chad that borders the western Sudanese 
region of Darfur. 

Isaac works with refugees and internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in a region beset by a series of crises . Among the results 
of these crises is the forced flight of Sudanese residents to Chad 
as Chadians flee to Cameroon or become displaced in their own 
country. 

Discussing her vocation as a humanitarian worker, Isaac said: 
"We are dea ling with human beings-people who need to live with 
dignity and respect. " She is a mother of three who, as a Sierra Le
one resident, had to flee to Guinea during civil war in her country. 
Because of her experience as a displaced person, Isaac empathizes 
with those she currently serves . 

Her work requires more than 12 hours a day in Habile and Aradib 
IDP camps where she helps oversee construction of wells, food dis
tribution, and psychosocia l work to treat displaced people who have 
survived acts of violence, including rape . Isaac notes, "If people have 
a problem and it's not dealt w ith, it ends up being another pathology 
[that threatens the healing of the entire community]." 
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Send an 
instant message ... 

Support the missionary connection. 
Establish an annual covenant relationship for $2,500 

or $5 per church member. 

Learn more at www.advancinghope.org 
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SUDAN EMERGENCY 

When peace came to South Sudan, 
people returned home after spending 
decades in refugee camps. Children 
went to school under mango trees or 
in unsteady shacks with a scrap of 
wood painted black as their chalk 
board. 

UMCOR is working with these 
communities to build concrete and 
brick schools that will last. These 
new classrooms are equipped with 

proper chalkboards, desks and a good 
zinc roof to give children a better 
learning environment. A borehole 
and latrine are also added to the 
property to ensure the health of the 
students and surrounding community. 

When asked what they wanted to 
be when they grew up, students in 
South Sudan responded with dreams, 
once thought impossible: "I want 
to be a teacher." "I want to be a 

doctor.""! want to be president.• 
Education is often seen as the key to 
the future. 

UMCOR's education programs in 
Sudan are working to give children 
and young people whose opportuni· 
ties have been limited by war a way 
to look forward with hope. 

Be There. Be Hope. 

·~ul\~(•on United Methodist Committee on Relief 
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