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A Way to Share Hope 

This issue of New World Outlook is a celebration of The Advance for 
Christ and His Church, a second-mile giving program that was set up 
in 1948 and is still going strong almost 60 years later. How strong? The 
latest estimate for total Advance giving since 1948 is $1,201,211,569. 
That's 1.2 billion dollars. As impressive as that is, that's not what the 
celebration is about. 

The Advance itself is merely a way-a channel or path-to reach 
people in the name of Christ. United Methodists have bragging rights 
concerning this way of giving because it does something that other kinds 
of charities, such as Save the Children, or Doctors Without Borders, or 
even Bread for the World-all worthy efforts-<:annot do: it promises 
that 100 percent of the donations given are sent down the path to reach 
the people and projects for which the funds are intended. Go ahead, 
brag. That's an incredible return for a charitable donation. 

At the end of the path, the real cause for celebration is evident. 
Over the past 60 years, many, many lives have been touched in the 
name of Christ. The church's extension of its ministries through The 
Advance in Christ's name becomes so effective that it is impossible 
to calculate how many people have benefited from the love and care 
shared through this channel. God multiplies all our efforts . 

Refugees have been fed, clothed, relocated, housed, and trained to 
work again, enabling them to start their lives over. Students have 
received scholarships to learn a profession, go to seminary, spread 
the love of God that they've come to know, and take their place in the 
world in a way that allows them to feed their families and contribute 
to their communities. Children have been vaccinated, cared for in 
orphanages, sent to school, and given a chance to explore the abun
dant life God intends for them. People have been snatched out of the 
jaws of death because they received medicine and health care they so 
desperately needed. 

Part of the Advance legacy is that the church leaders and congre
gants of 1948 didn' t think they would need to use this channel of giv
ing much longer than four to eight years. They had survived a terrible 
war, and if they could just repair the damage wrought by that war, 
they believed poverty and hardship would subside and the nations of 
the world would allow all people to thrive. They believeC. the world 
had learned a great lesson. 

Today, in a more cynical time, we look back at that perspective and 
shake our heads. But I love my grandparents' generation for its hope 
and optimism. Through God, all things are possible. They set out to 
serve people they did not know, to repair damage they felt respon i
ble for, and to open a way for God 's love to find a home in the heart 
of all the people they encountered; and the church grew in leaps and 
bounds under their care. 

Christie R. Hou e 

A number of articles in New World Outlook reference the Advance and Advance numbers. To Give to the Advance, 
United Methodists: Make out the check to your local church ond write the Advance name and code number on the 
check. Give your gih to your church treasurer so that your local church and annual conference con receive Advance 
credit. Outside UM channels: Make the check payable to "Advance GCFA" with the project name and code number on 
the check. Send the check to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. To contribute with a 
credit cord, coll l-888-252-6174. All Advance projects are also eligible for Supplementary Gihs through Un~ed 
Methodist Women 's giving channels. Supplementary Gihs are given through the UMW treasurer. 
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"'Buenos dias! Good morning!" 
The blis ful four-year-old voices 
ring out to visitors as they enter 
the preschool building at the 
McCurdy School in Espanola, New 
Mexico. The work of The Advance, 
the designated giving arm of The 
United Methodist Church, be
comes as real as the smiles on the 
faces of the children sitting in a cir
cle on the floor. Providing excellent 
education, mentoring, and coun
seling for students from preschool 

through twelfth grade, McCurdy 
School is just one of numerous 
Advance projects that make a last
ing impact on people's lives in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Witnessing the 
ministry at McCurdy School, one 
understands the reality of the con
nection made possible through The 
Advance. Each life that is touched 
is an extension of the ministry of 
many congregations and individu
als who offer gifts through The 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2007 

Advance. The Advance connects the 
church in mission and ministry 
around the world. 

Hope and Heritage 
For projects, emergency funds, or 
missionaries, an Advance number 
indicates a relationship in which 
hope is shared among communi
ties that otherwise would not be 
connected. The Advance makes it 
possible for individuals, churches, 

- . . \ 
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and conferences to provide food, 
water, education, medical care, 
skills, and training for others who 
are in need. The ministries made 
possible through The Advance 
offer hope to a hurting world and 
connect people of faith in min
istries of transformation. Hope is 
realized when the digging of a well 
provides water to residents of 
Mozambique, women learn Bible 
lessons together in Bolivia, ex
combatants in Liberia are trained 
with new job skills, and relief and 
restoration work continues in the 
Gulf Coast region of the United 
States in the wake of hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. The message of 
hope that we all share by reaching 
beyond ourselves is rooted in the 
gospel message of Jesus Christ, 
who calls us to love one another 
and to care for those in need. 

Just as sh arin g hope in the 
name of Christ is at the root of all 
that The Advance has been, reach
ing out in hope continues to shape 
its future with a renewed vision for 
its work. For 60 years, churches 
around the world have joined 
together to support one another, 
building churches and schools, 
responding to disasters, and pro
viding missionaries to share the 
love of Christ in global communi
ties. It is that rich heritage the 60th 
anniversary honors and celebrates 
with the church, lifting up tories 
of lives and communities trans
formed by Christian partnership. 

Assessment and Evaluation 
The path that leads to the future is 
rooted in the work of The Advance 
Committee, which began to cast a 
new vision in 2006. As part of its 
revisioning process, the committee 
made the decision to restructure 
The Advance staff to make better 
use of the resources entrusted to 
the program. The new structure 
will allow for the development of 
new methods of communica tion 

to maximize m1ss10n connection 
throughout the church. 

Seeking to communicate the 
work and identity of The Advance 
to the church, The Advance Com
mittee sponsored a comprehensive 
survey that was completed by an 
external research and marketing 
group. The data makes it clear that 
Uni ted Methodists are excited 
about sharing resources with those 
in need, both in the United States 
and around the globe. This 
research has helped to shape what 
The Advance will become. Trans-

parency and accountability are 
vital guideposts on the journey 
toward connecting communities 
together in ministry. 

The Uni ted Methodist Church 
can boast of a long history of sup
port for The Advance. Over 75 per
cent of people who presently par
ticipate in Advance giving have 
been members of a United Meth
odist church for 20 years or more. 
In order to sustain and increase 
its ministries, The Advance must 
learn to encourage the participa
tion of all United Methodists. 

Vision Statement 
The Advance exists to share the love of Jesus Christ by offering 
hope and alleviating human suffering. With integrity, trans
parency, and a commitment to The United Methodist Church's 
connectional vision of the world, The Advance will become the 
leading conduit that enables people to support projects and 
missionaries throughout the world in order to strengthen and 
sustain one another. 

Part of a fish and cross motif in a Methodist building in Brazil. 

Mission Statement 
The Advance is an accountable, designated giving arm of The 
United Methodist Church that ensures 100 percent of each gift 
is used for its intended mission or ministry. The work of The 
Advance fulfills both physical and spiritual needs through a 
variety of partnerships worldwide to reach mutual goals that 
provide life-changing and long-lasting impact. 

Core Values 

• Operate with accountability, integrity, and transparency. 
• Promote compassion and service worldwide. 
• Make a positive, lasting impact. 
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A New Approach 
till fresh from interview and sur

veys with clergy and laity, members 
of th marketing group and The 
Advance staff began to ort through 
th collected da ta to gain an under
standing of how people viewed The 

dvance. Refining the identity of 
The Advance doe not mean mak
ing it something dilierent; rather, 
The Advance' identity is evident in 
its history, which provided the 
founda tion for the committee's 
work. A new understanding of The 
Advance will help the church thrive 
into the future. 

The 2008 General Conference in 
Fort Worth, Texas, will provide an 
opportunity for The Advance to 
communicate its vision and mis
sion through an interactive d isplay 
and p resentation . In this way, The 
Advance w ill help individuals 
connect with faces, stories, and 
images of hope being offered 
through its missionaries and p roj
ects. Among the tools to be intro
duced at General Conference are 
print resources; a new logo with a 
different look and feel; new 
resources from an enhanced, user-

friendly web ite; videos fea turing 
everal projects from d ifferent 

areas of the world; and new ways 
to give to The Advance online and 
through designated offerings. 

The Advance is a conduit that 
enables participants to encounter 
hope and love, foundations of the 
gospel message. The Advance con
nects a participating donor 's inter
ests and passion for ministry with 
recipients in a local community 
who have a firm understanding of 
the context of their own ministry. 
The gift of financial resources and 
the gift of service are recognized to 
be of equal value in The Advance, ' 
forming a partnership . Through 
partnerships developed by using 
The Advance, people in Virginia 
are learning about methods of sus
tainability from the Brazilian 
Methodist Church, and churches 
in Texas are exploring new ways of 
worship by sharing in ministry 
w ith The United Methodist 
Church in Cote d ' Ivoire. 

As The Advance honors the 
mission and ministry of its her
itage, The Ad vance Committee 
w ill begin to share its vision for 

The Advance' s New Structure 

Associate General Secretary-Serves as Director of The Advance 

connec ting the church in new 
ways. The 21st century presents 
new opportunities for connecting 
the global church and for commu
nicating the needs of a hurting 
world. 

In order to sustain the connec
tion among projects, individuals, 
and congregations, every Ad
vance project selected for support 
during the new quadrennium will 
be hosted on the new Ad vance 
website. Each project will have a 
profile page on the website that 
will display project information, 
photos, and hyperlinks to similar 
Ad vance-supported projects. This 
info rmation w ill be upda ted 
annually. In addition, The 
Ad vance website will host videos 
and digital resources tha t will 
allow all United Methodists to 
share in the work of Ad vance 
projects and missionaries. 

Estimated total 
Advance giving 
since 1948 

$1,201,211,569. 

Assistant General Secretary-Coordinates staff, directs marketing and promotions 
Program Associate-Facilitates communication within Global Ministries and throughout the United Methodist 

connection 
Project Manager-Manages the project application process and coordinates project details with Global 

Ministries staff 
Annual Conference Liaison-Relates the work and vision of The Advance to the connectional church to 

promote increased participation and giving 
Mission Specialists-Relate the work of The Advance under the direction of the annual conference liaison 

(two staff positions) 
Gifts Administrator-coordinates gifts processing 
Mission Support Liaison-Cultivates support for Covenant Relationships 
Program Associate-Works with the mission support liaison to coordinate all correspondence and 

commun ication for Covenant Relationships 
Media Communication Administrator-Manages The Advance website and coordinates all digital 

communication and media . 
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In 200 , all project will be re
evaluated, and their p on or will 
need to ubmit new application to 
The Ad ance to be con idered for 
inclu ion in the new quadrennium. 
Applicant hould first meet with 
their local church leader and area 
bi hop or regional church upervi-
or to determine th~ prioritie of 

the larger church and community. 
Project must meet the prioritie 
e tabli hed b the local church 
leader and workers and in turn 
pre ent good opportunitie for 
partner hip with other local con
gregations that wish to upport the 
work through Ad ance channels . 
Application can be ubmitted 
directly to The Advance by repre-
entatives of the project. 

Application will be available 
in four languages: Engli h, French, 
Portuguese, and Spanish. In order 
to increase efficiency and account
ability, applicants will be encour
aged to apply online. Applications 
will be evaluated by The Advance 
Committee and Global Mini trie ' 
cabinet and other staff members. 
Finally, individuals, churches, and 
conferences will be able to elect 
projects for support, connecting in 
the name of Christ. 

Reaching Outward 
The Advance will continue to con
nect God's people with a refined 
vision, a clear mission tatement, 
an improved staff structure, new 
tools for communication, and a 
logo that repre ents and communi
cates its identity. Throughout the 
year, Advance staff w ill visit 
jurisdictional gatherings, annual 
conference , districts, and local 
churches to ho t 60th anniver ary 
celebrations of this mile tone 
in The Advance 's history. The 
Advance office will provide 
resources and material for fur
thering the work of partnership 
that United Methodists form 
through The Advance. The impact 

A young participant in a Methodist Community Center program in Olinda, Brazil. 

of this connection will be both 
transformational and la ting for 
local congregations, Advance proj
ects, and missionarie . 

Christian witness becomes 
authentic through achon. As The 
Advance reaches out to a hurting 
world through education, evangel
i m, agricultural work, building 
projects, water projects, and many 
other ways, the church's witness of 
God's love through Jesus Christ is 
made real. When churches partner 

with rruss10naries and particular 
projects, when annual conferences 
partner with other conferences, 
and when individuals share their 
resources in Jesus' name, United 
Methodists advance hope in the 
world a witnes es to the go pel. 

Shawn Bakker is the Associate General 
Secretary and Director of The Advance. 
Chris Heckert is the Assistant General 
Secretan; of The Advance. 

Contact The Advance Office 

The Advance office is located at the 
General Board of Global M inistries 

475 Riverside Dr., Rm 350 
New York, NY 10115 
Phone: 212-870-3790 

E-mail : advance@gbgm-umc.org 
Website: http://gbgm-umc.org/ advance 

W WORLD OUTLOOK 0 EMBER/DECEMBER 2007 

. . . 

7 

- - · . . . . . . - : ..... . : .- - ... ; . - . - ... ~- . : -:_ .... -.. ~, ~ .. ·-.... . ---~ -·---·-·- . . ... ---



ANe\N 
Advance for a 
Ne\N Century 
by Larry M. Goodpaster Below: A child who attends the Shade and Fresh Water 

Program that serves children between the ages of 6 and 14 
with Christian education and recreation. Advance #11580A. 

Anniversaries mark unique mo
ments in time. They are a human 
way of remembering a signilicant 
event that-for good or ill
changed us as individuals or as 
corporate entities. Some events are 
cause for celebration: wedding , 
consecrations, baptisms. Other 
events simply bring to memory a 
moment that forever changed the 
world, or our view of the world: 
Wounded Knee, Pearl Harbor, the 
a sassina ti on of John F. Kennedy, 
9/11 . Whatever the rea on, we 
have developed di tinctive ways 
of remembering. As year go by, 
ome anniversaries even get pecial, pre

cious names: silver or golden or diamond. 
Others become an occasion in our con
sumer-mad world to promote pecial ale 
and di count prices, a if th only way to 
observe an anniversary i to buy ome
thing that we really don't need. A few 
anniver aries becom omber moments for 
r flection, repentance, and renewal. 

Th e Birth of Th e Advance 
We are preparing for an anniver ary in the 
mission outreach of our d nomination 
and in o doing, we ar invit d to remem
b r and anticipate, to c lebrat and rein-
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vent. The year 200 
will mark the 60th 
anni er ary of The 
Ad ance for Chri t 
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cal teeth on United Methodist lingo, the 
single word "Advance" brings to mind 
special monetary offerings for mission 
projects that help others in far comers of 
the world. For those who have become 
professing members of The Uni ted 
Methodist Church only within the last 
decade, or who drift in and out of our 
facilities, the word "Advance" means 
almost nothing at all. A we approach this 
60th anniversary of The Advance, it is cer
tainly a time for all of us to celebrate what 
has been made possible through six 
decades of gifts and outreach. This time is 
also ripe to reinvent The Advance for a 
new generation of believ.ers. 

The Mission of the Advance 
The needs, hurts, and anguish of the 
world 's people, especially children, cry 
out to God and people of fai th. If there 
were not already an Advance for Christ 
and His Church, we would need to create 
such a channel for grace and love. This 
pathway for outreach ministry is ingrain
ed in us as Wesleyans: perfection is about 
holy living that loves God and neighbor. 

Rev. Cicero Batista de Freitas, director 
of Methodist Community Center in 
Olinda, Brazil. 

team of 12. They and we are sent 
into the world as lambs in the 
midst of wolves, as represen
tatives and ambassadors of a 
mission that is always about 
God (never about us), God's 
grace, and God's redemption ' 
and transformation not only of 
the hearts of people but of the 
structures of society. This 
image of a "sending" by 
Jesus is a sign that ours is 
a movement that is 
about getting up, get
ting ready, and get
ting on the road. 

Luke records some 
simple instructions 
for those who are thus 
sent. "Remain... eat
ing and drinking 
whatever they pro
vide .... Eat what is set 
before you." (Luke 
10:7-8) This is more 
than table manners 
or politeness. Jesus 

instructs us 
each to become 

rn.-,..., were not tdready "" 
.Jlll'l~111111M/or Chn t and Sis 
uiurc~ft, we would neetl to 

ate uch a channel for 

so much a part of 
the community to 
which we are sent 
that we are really 
there, taking up res-
idence and fully 
engaging with the 
people, even to the 
point of eating with 

ce """ love. 

We hear a clarion call from Jesus for faith
ful service wi th and on behalf of those 
who are hurting. 

The tenth ch ap ter of the Gospel 
according to Luke is mission-oriented, 
recording several stories of outreach and 
assistance. It contains the almost too 
familiar story of the Good Samaritan, 
reminding and urging u to be in ministry 
with those who are left by the side of the 
road, ignored in the name of busy-ness 
and our never-ending list of errands and 
personal agendas. 

The chapter also contains the account 
of Jesus appointing and sending 70 believ
ers on a mission-not only the inner circle 

them. Those who are sent are 
not the ones who establish 
the menus, for it is the host, not 
the guest, who provides the set
ting and puts food on the table. 
Jesus bids us come, eat, and serve, 
according to his agenda-not ours. 

The Advance has been able to pro
vide opportunities to serve in many parts. 
of the world. The projects endorsed h 
Advance and supported by people 
are located in community and in 
ship. We share the gospel, we 
gospel, odel the gospel in 
parti w ttclt What is 
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60 Years of Sharing Hope 
Through The Advance 

1939 
World War II begins and 
Methodist missions and 
personnel are disrupted. 
Political upheavals force 
missionary evacuations 
and relocations all over 
the world. 

The Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and the 
Methodist Protestant 
Church unite to form 
the Methodist Church. 
Mission work is 
centralized . 

I I 

• 
1941 
The United States 
enters World War II 
after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. 

• 

1944 
Bishop Bromley Oxnam 
asks for $25 million for 
the Crusade for Christ 
over 4 years for war 
relief and evangelism 
efforts. An unprecedent
ed 1.6 million new mem
bers join the Methodist 
Church in one year. Fund 
raising and evangelism 
efforts go hand in hand. 
More than $27 million 
is collected for the Board 
of Missions. 

I ' 

• 
1948 

I I 

1952 
The Advance continues 
for four more years with 
a provision that 10 
percent of funds raised 
would go to conference
initiated US projects. 

• 

General Conference passes the "Quadrennial 
Plan for Christ and His Church," with an edu
cational component and a fund raising compo
nent called The Advance Fund. Projects author
ized for Advance giving received designated 
funds from churches and conferences directly. 
World Service was raised by 33% and a chan
nel of giving for churches known as the Week 
of Dedication was set up. 

$10.5 million came in for The Advance, $2.5 
million for Week of Dedication, and World 
Service at $27 million. 

"Cure the sick who are there," 
Jesus says (Luke 10:9) . The gospel 
stories are consistent in the testi
mony that Jesus wen t about 
restoring wholeness, bringing 
sight, strengthening weak knees, 
and returning vi tality to hurting, 
empty lives. The Advance has 
been providing the resources to 
continue that ministry in thou
sands of places around the world. 
It also provides a means for 

God's grace to flow into the 
hearts and lives of those wh o 
provide monetary resources. In 
reach ing out to "cu re" others, we 
ourselves may be restored, re
newed, and healed thro ugh a 
spiri t of generosi ty tha t is gener
a ted by God's spiri t being poured 
into our hear ts. 

The Advance Today 
We live in a time of continual war-
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• 
1956 
General Conference 
solidifies The Advance 
as a permanent struc
ture within the church. 
Local churches collect 
funds, and then remit 
them to the conference 
treasurer, who then 
forwards the money to 
The Advance. 

I I 

1968 
The Methodist 
Church and the 
Evangelical United 
Brethren Church 
(EUB) unite to form 
The United Methodist 
Church. The EUB 
Church had a similar 
second-mile giving 
channel. The two 
structures merge to 
form a new Advance. 

fare and killing, of ha tred and vio
lence, and of greed and exploita
tion. Through The Advance, we 
are sent into such a world with 
nothing other than a message of 
love, peace, and hope. "Carry no 
p u rse, no bag, no sandals," 
instructs Jesus (Luke 10:4-5); just 
th is word, "Peace to this house! " 
Shalom, healing, and wholeness 
are offered and in the presence of 
Jesus, they are enough to heal the 
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Copenhagen, Denmark, World War I 
clrn rc/1 meeting held in a mission tent. 

• 
2004 

II 

General Conference 
votes to dismantle the 
General Council on 
Ministries and replaces 
it with the Connectional 
Table. Oversight for The 
Advance is charged to 
The Advance Committee 
of the Connectional 
Table and the General 
Board of Global 
Ministries. 

sin-sick soul- even our own! 
The organization and the means of pro

moting The Advance for Christ and His 
Church have not changed dramatically over 
the last 60 years. In many ways we have 
grown complacent and assumed that what 
worked in the past will continue to be ade
quate for a different time and very different 
world. The message and meaning of what The 
Advance is called to do have not, and will not, 
change in the least: it is still about sharing the 
Good News by giving resources and support 

to thousands of 
mission projects 
around the 
world; by pro
claiming the 
gospel, not with 
words only, but 
with hands-on 
caring for those 
who are most in 
need. We have 
made it possi
ble to go into 
difficult circum
stances in every 
corner of the 
globe; we have 

offered help, hope, and healing in the name of Jesus and in the 
power of God's love. We will continue to do so because that is 
who we are. 

We know that to keep doing the same thing and expect 
different results is not good practice-it is not even good 
theology. The Advance must advance with the times; there 
are new challenges and new opportunities; there are new, 
more effective ways of offering healing and hope; there are 
new ways of sharing, giving to, and supporting The 
Advance. We cannot keep doing what we have always done 
and expect to reach new generations of supporters. Yet, this 
new century is already filled with the pandemic threats of 
poverty, humanitarian crises, violence, and hatred and des
perately needs the help, hope, and healing of God. 

As we approach the 60th anniversary of The Advance, 
we will of course remember and we will celebrate. 
However, this is not a time merely co perpetuate what 
we've done for the past 60 years. On the eve of this mile
stone anniversary, we are launching a new Advance for a 
new century. We are building a new Advance in order to 
extend God's love throughout the world, to cure the sick, to 
proclaim the Good News, and to stop and minister to those 
on the side of the road. We are creating new staffing rela
tionships and partnerships in order to support and resource 
God's mission in the world with our mandate for outreach
ing love. 

We will keep on Advancing, with a new team, a new 
methodology, and a renewed commitment to extend God's 
love. This is no longer your parents' Advance-but it is still 
The Advance for Christ and His Church. 

Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster is the episcopal leader for the Alaba111a
West Florida Conference. He is a member of Global Ministries' 
Board of Directors serving on the Mission Development Committee 
and Evangelization and Church Growth. 
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Pi11k houses, built by UMCOR for tsu11ami recovery in Indonesia, line the road in the village of Pineung Siribe. 

LIFE AFTER TSUNAMI 
REBUILDING CONTINUES 

BY DAVID C . WU 

The scenes of death and destruction from the tsunami that 

struck the southeast region of Asia in 2004 have largely 

faded from the attention of the world. 

Relief programs once operated by various governments 

of the world and international NGOs have fallen into eerie 

s ilence across a landscape whose scars 

H owever, tho e who visit 
the region today can see 
ign of new life every

where, testifying to the re ilience 
of the human spirit in o ercorning 
life-destructi e forces . 

One church-related GO that is 
still caring for people and healing 
their wounded bodie and souls is 
the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR). 

are still visible today. 

On a recent isit to Medan, 
Indonesia, where the UMCOR 
Indonesia office is located, I poke 
with Dragan Tatic, head of the 
mission, and Katherine Henneman, 
a program de elopment officer, 
about the work that UMCOR con
tinue to undertake in the countr . 

They mentioned se eral signifi
cant projects that have been com
pleted recently. To date, about 
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3,000 people ha e been provided 
wi th new home . Of the e, 
UMCOR built 433 new hou e and 
secured propert right for the 
owners (these hou e are connect
ed to water, sewage, and electrical 
ervice ); built home for 65 land

le families; currentl have 70 
more ne house under con truc
tion; repaired 91 t unami-dam
aged houses; and made repair on 
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two temporary living centers that 
have helped 160 families. 

Another significant project that 
has been completed is the con
struction of a primary school for 
756 students and 45 teachers. The 
school is equipped with desks, 
chairs, sports equipment, and 
other materials. In addition, a pre
school is currently under construc
tion in Lhoknga, Aceh Besar. 

Church Buildings Reconstruction 
Two Methodist churches in Aceh 
Province, one in Banda Aceh and 
one in Meulaboh, were heavily 
damaged by the tsunami. 

The reconstruction project for 
the Methodist Church in Banda 
Aceh experienced considerable 
delay because of political strife fol
lowing the tsunami disaster and 
the election of a new mayor in 
Banda Aceh and a new governor in 
Aceh Province. At long last, after 
decades of civil war, the central 
government of Indonesia struck a 
deal with the former Aceh 
Freedom Movement, Gerakan 
Aceh Merdeka (GAM), that 
enabled GAM to enter into the 
political process. GAM has now 
become the elected government of 
Aceh Province. 

Under this new administration, 
the permit to build the church in 
Banda Aceh was recently granted. 
The pastor and leadership of the 
Methodist Church in Banda Aceh 
responded to the granting of the 
building permit by quickly com
mencing the reconstruction project 
to avoid further delay and hurdles 
from unforeseen circumstances 
that may develop locally. The cost 
of this building project is provided 
by the Indiana Conference through 
Advance giving. The attendance at 
the Banda Aceh church is around 
200 every Sunday, up from 80 prior 
to the tsunami. 

Meulaboh Methodist Church is 
a store-front church. An emergency 

(Above) These are some of the 35 
UMCOR junded houses built by the 
Methodist Church in Wleigama, on the 
southern coast of Sri Lanka. (Center) 
Children of the Methodist Church in 
Banda Aceh play in the church's court. 
(Bottom) In Sri Lanka, UMCOR provid
ed fishing boats so that the fishing com
munity could return to work 

grant of $10,000 from UMCOR sent 
soon after the tsunami struck was 
used to prepare the facility for 
refugees and emergency ministries. 
Manchester United Methodist 
Church in the Missouri Conference 
donated $50,000 toward the build
ing of a new church. The funds have 
been used to purchase the land but 
the church is still waiting for an 
opportune time to apply for a build
ing permit. 

Having seen the great work that 
The United Methodist Church has 
done in Indonesia, we can all be 
proud of the way the healing and 
caring hands of Christ are being 
extended to the resilient survivors 
of the tsunami. 

The Rev. Dr. David C. Wu is a retired 
staff member of the General Board of 
Global Ministries and former mission
ary who served the church in Singapore. 
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WORD AND DEED 
CHINA AND THE ADVANCE 

by Diane Allen 

Mee Yii Lee (center), a United Methodist fro m Tulsa, Oklahoma, spearheaded the establishment of the Happy Children's Home 
in Tong Huang Village, China,Jor children previously living in a state of poverty. The children's basic needs, including education, 

are met by con tributions to The Advance. 

Trying to keep up with 
China ' economic and 
ocial development is like 

the well-known Chinese 
expres ion, " trying to 
smell flowers while gal
loping on horseback." 
Facts and figure dash by 
as China changes at a 
dizzying pace. Its aston
ishing economic growth 
accounts for one-third of 
all global activity. There is 
now a growing middle 
cla s of nearly 200 million 
for whom cell phones, 
microwaves, televisions, 
computers, and access to the Internet are the norm. 
China's functional literacy rate is 93 percent. Direct 

elections for local 
government are help
ing stem corruption 
and widen people's 
participation. 
While Chinese lead

ers have spent the 
better part of the last 
three decades putting 
food on the table and 
televisions in living 
rooms, no coherent 
ideology has emerg
ed to underpin the 
massive economic 
changes that Chinese 
leaders introduced. 

Individual competition and consumption increasingly 
govern people's lives. China has one of the widest 

Studen ts at the Amity Teachers Program are trained to teach English to their Chinese students. 
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gaps between the rich and the poor 
of any nation on earth. Twenty per
cent of China's population con
sumes 80 percent of its goods. A 
quarter of China's drinking water is 
contaminated by industrial pollu
tion, and significant parts of the 
Yangtze River are completely 
"dead," supporting no form of 
aquatic life. 

"Before the late 1970s, everyone 
was poor," explains Zhang Liwei, 
Associate General Secretary of the 
Amity Foundation, a social service 
organization initiated by Christ
ians in China and the General 
Board of Global Ministries' main 
Advance partner organization in 
China. "The catchphrase of the 
1980s was 'Let some get rich first,' 
and it worked brilliantly. It encour
aged individual creativity, and 
China began to participate in glob
al economic life." But by the 1990s, 
China's economic development 
also intensified social conflict. "It 
has created a lot of wealth," Mr. 
Zhang reflects, "but it has also 
created a lot of evil and brought 
crime, poverty, and corruption." 

Gao Zhenglan, 60, from rural 
Yinzhuang village, Henan Province, 
knows all too well about evil. Her 
husband and two sons died within 
three years of each other after con
tracting the HIV virus from an 
illegal blood-collecting scheme. 
Unscrupulous dealers purposely 
target the impoverished, like Gao's 

family, who earn less than $100 per 
year. Poor farmers are enticed to sell 
their blood for plasma with no 
regard for their health or safety. 
Gao's husband sold his several 
times a month. There were no tests 
for HIV, no mention of danger, and 
needles were reused without sterili
zation. The effects have been cata
strophic all over China. In the same 
village, Li Wangzhou's husband 
also died from complications associ
ated with AIDS, leaving her child
less and destitute. She eked out a 
living by working in an illegal fire
works factory until an explosion 
occurred when she was working. 
Ms. Li was hospitalized for six 
months with extensive bums over 
her face, neck, and hands. 

A hill next to the Great Wall of China bears the 
symbol and logo of the 2008 Olympic Games. 

A Wake-up Call 
The government is now paying 
acute attention to what impact 
China 's unparalleled economic 
growth has had on its people and 
has openly asked help from reli
gious communities, including 
Christians, to bring about positive 
change. It recognizes that some of 
the basic teachings inherent in 
religion-honesty, integrity, selfless
ness, a respect for humanity, volun
teer work, charitable giving-are 
values the government would like 
to encourage among all people. 

Its hope is to build a "harmo
nious society," calling for coopera
tion and balance in social and 
human relaf onships. This in turn 
should intersect and positively 
impact politics, economics, cul
ture, and the environment. In 
President Hu Jintao's own words, 
building a harmonious society 
fosters "democracy, the rule of 
law, justice, equality, and amity." 

For China 's Christians, the 
ideals surrounding a harmonious 
society are really nothing new and 
very much like being in right rela
tionship with neighbor, self, and 
God. With harmony and stability 
key to China's emerging civil soci
ety, Chinese Christians are exci ted 
that the church is now seen as an 
essential presence in word and 
deed, with its inherent mandates 
of hospitality and care "for the 
least of these" (Matthew 25:40). 
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Living the Gospel 
In today's hine conte t, ocial 
participation and social service are 
critical to Chri tian identity. The 
Amity FoWldation was formed by 
a group of Chine e Chri tian lead-
r who wanted to make Christian 

presence and participation more 
widely known to th Chine e peo
ple through advocacy and practi
cal projects. The Advance has been 
accompanying Amity ever since, 
as Amity lives out Christ's gospel 
in today's China. 

Amity's projects are people
centered and focus on sustainable 
development, gender equali ty, 
integrated development, educa
tion, and environmental protec
tion . Through Amity, the Advance 
has touched the lives of people like 
Ma Xinwen, who no longer has to 
gather firewood in the deserts of 
Ningxia because her simple solar 
stove can cook a meat pie in 12 
minutes, using only the sun's 
reflective rays. Sui Shuihua, blind 
from birth, nimbly zips aroWld the 
rice fields of Rongshan county, 
Sichuan Province. An Amity com-

munity-based rehabilitation proj
ect gave him back confidence and 
mobility to begin a grain-milling 
busin ss for local farmers. 

As for Ms. Li and "Old"Gao, a 
term of re pect in Chinese culture, 
they raise goa ts. Both Ms. Gao and 
Ms. Li applied and received a 
small $15 microcredit loan, which 
opened the door to hope for the 
future. Each decided to buy some 
goat to raise for milk, breeding, 
and selling at the local market. 
Women are the primary benefici
ary of Amity's microfinance proj
ects, in this case organized with the 
Zhoukou Christian Council in 
Henan Province. The responsibili
ty involved in devising and imple
menting a small project increases 
self-esteem and contributes to the 
family income. 

Ms. Gao explains why she 
chose goats: "They're easy to raise 
and easy to feed. I can sell one and 
have enough to buy rice to plant 
for autumn harvest." Ms. Li 's 
attraction may be a bit more per
sonal. "They' re economical and 
friendly," she said as she reached 
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. . . 

out her disfigured hand to stroke a 
goat. A bit more quietly, she added, 
"They don't rWl away from me." 

Diane Allen is a United Methodist 
missionary serving as China Program 
Associate with the United Methodist 
China Program. She can be supported 
through Advance #101632. 
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Personal Opportunities: 
Teaching English with Amity 

One of the exciting opportunities available for United 
Methodists who want a personal experience with the 

people of China is through two of the Amity Foundation's 
teaching programs. 

Amity Teachers Program 
The Amity Teachers Program pro
vides teachers of English to small 
educational training colleges, main
ly in the western part of China, for a 
two-year commitment. The main 
aim of Amity's Teachers Program is 
to equip their Chinese students to 
be future teachers of English with 
better language skills, which they, in 
tum, will pass on to their students. 
Amity teachers are fully integrated 
into their school's language depart
ment, teaching all levels of English
language acquisition. 

Summer English-Language 
Program 
Amity's short-term Summer 
English Program (SEP) provides 
Chinese junior high school and 
elementary school English teach
ers with an opportunity to 
improve their oral English and lis
tening skills through an intensive 
four-week summer course in oral 
English. Amity is eager to involve 
overseas committed Christian 
volunteers in this short-term 
opportunity of language learning 
and sharing. 

Amity's Summer English Language 
Program: Volunteer Diane Allen (third 
from left) accepts accolades with junior high 
school English teachers (left to right) Xiao 
Guangrong, Xia Zhenghai, and Wu Tianlai 
after a class skit. 

United Methodists 
have given a total of 
$194,302 to the Amity 
proiects mentioned in 
this article over the 
last 10 years. 

Volunteers are placed in teams 
and assigned to rural colleges 
throughout China. The college will 
have recruited about 100 Chinese 
junior high and elementary school 
teachers of English from around 
the area, some traveling up to eight 
hours by bus for the four-week 
program. Most of the teachers will 
never have spoken with a native 
English-speaker. This makes the 
SEP opportunity both incredibly 
exciting and daunting for the 
teachers, as it makes using English 
as a method of real communication 
come alive. The teachers are excit
ed, eager, keen, diligent, nervous, 
intense, stu ious, spirited, engag
ing, and fun. As part of a team, SEP 
volunteers create as many oppor
tunities as possible for these 
Chinese English teachers to prac
tice their English and hopefully 
build on their speaking skills. The 
goal is not so much that they speak 
better English at the end of the 
program, but that they become 
comfortable and confident enough 
to actually use the English they 
already have. 

Amity Foundation-Teachers. 
Advance #09801 A. Provides 
support and training to send 

English teachers to China. 
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Tending the Flock 
The Bible is one of the most frequently printed books in the People's Republic of China. For many outside China, this is aston
ishing news! Since 1980, the China Christian Council has published 47 million Bibles in dozens of shapes, ethnic minority lan
guages, and versions, including Braille, for distribution and use throughout China. 

Bible production in China is a cooperation between the Amity Foundation, which prints the Bibles, and the China Christian 
Council , which publishes and distributes them. The China Christian Council has set up 70 distribution centers nationwide that 
receive truckloads of Bibles, hymnals, and devotional studies every month. Even though it organizes shipments by the thou
sands, the China Christian Council recognizes the importance of individual care. 

The Rev. Bao Jiayuan, Associate General Secretary of the China Christian Council , recalls a simple letter that came across 
his desk one afternoon. It was from a prisoner who had been sentenced to seven years for gang-related aggravated assault. The 
man had been introduced to Jesus Christ by some local Christians working in the prison and was asking for a Bible. Rev. Bao 
personally sent him one. "Here was a man broken and in the depths of despair. He knew that God could and would hear his cry." 
A few weeks later Bao received another letter from the prisoner saying the Bible had arrived. "Amazingly," Rev. Bao recalled, "he 
organized a Bible study group with other prisoners! These Christian prisoners are working to be model prisoners, demonstrat
ing their newfound faith in Christ to their fellow inmates." 

In China today there are nearly 20 million Protestant Christians who worship in 60,000 churches and meeting points 
throughout the country. From village gatherings to churches like Chongyi in Hangzhou, which seats 7,000, Christians are active 
and serious about their role as the body of Christ. Says Chen Meilin of the China Christian Council: "We keenly feel that pastoral 
care is an urgent need of the church. The great majority of Christian gatherings, especially those in the countryside, rely on a 
network of nearly 100,000 volunteer lay workers in grassroots communities. Publication of Christian literature is one way to 
fill this gap. At the least, it can supply resources to these faithful volunteers and lay church workers who are on the front line 
tending the flock." 

The Amity Printing Press, Bibles, Nanjing-Advance #11422A. The China Christian Council published over 300 different 
kinds of Christian literature, devotionals, study materials, hymnals, and Bibles. The cost of an ordinary "pew Bible" 
remains about $1.50. 
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From Vacation to Vision 

FOUR DECADES OF HOPE 
FOR HAITI'S CHILDREN by Rachel Mills and Alison Kern 

Grace Children's Hospital receives thousands of children annually who are suffering from tuberculosis nnd other diseases. 

A s with the other ports-of
call, the vacationers aboard 
the ship were looking for

ward to sunning themselves on the 
powdery white sand, snorkeling, 
and shopping for local handicrafts. 
Among the travelers on the cruise 
that day were Jim and Virginia 
Snavley of LaPorte, Indiana. Eager 
to enjoy this slice of Caribbean bliss, 
the Snavleys had no idea that this 
stop would change the course of 
their lives forever. 

Unlike the other cruise destina
tions, there was something about 
this island that intrigued the 
Snavleys. They weren't content just 
to relax on the beach, so Jim and 
Virginia decided to explore beyond 

the security fencing. As they walked 
farther from the seashore, the 
turquoise ocean turned to rivers of 
raw sewage, and the pristine sand 
became dirt on rough, unpaved 
roads. For the first time, the 
Snavleys experienced the reality of 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 

As they wandered the streets 
of Haiti 's capital city, they were 
overcome by what they saw. The 
Snavleys had never witnessed such 
extreme poverty and quickly real
ized why Haiti was unquestionably 
the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere. Walking through the 
city streets, they were surrounded 
by sprawling slums and impover
ished dwellings. Port-au-Prince was 

nothing like the touristy fac;ade of 
the beachfront they had left just 
minutes before. What began as a 
vacation became a mission of love 
as the Snavleys heard the first whis
pers of God's call to serve "the least 
of these" in Haiti. 

A Hospital for Children 
Not long after that first visi t, the 
Snavleys decided to sell their farm, 
pack up their three kids and all 
their possessions, and move to 
Haiti. Compelled by their faith, 
they opened a small clinic in Port
a u-Prince for children suffering 
from tuberculosis (TB), a leading 
cause of death in Haiti. They wrote 
to their Methodist friends in North 
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America, sharing their v1s1on to 
re tore health and hope to Haitian 
children and their families. 

It was not long before two of 
tho e friends, pastors Grayson 
Atha and Jim Martin, began to lead 
the first mission " tour " to the 
island, bringing dedicated church
goers from Indiana, Ohio, and 
Michigan to see the budding proj
ects in Haiti. With financial sup
port from these friends and the 
United Methodist Advance pro
gram, the Snavleys moved for
ward in prayer and determination. 
In 1967, they officially opened 
Grace Children's Hospital, dedi
cated to the treatment of children 
with tuberculosis. A US nonprofit 
organization, International Child 
Care (ICC), was established to 
receive donations from Americans 
and send them along to the pro
grams on the island. 

At the encouragement of 
General Board of Global Ministries 
leaders in New York, and with the 
support of the US board members, 
ICC formed a local board of direc
tors in Haiti to oversee the work of 
the organization. Even from these 
early days, empowerment and 
sustainability were at the core of 
ICC's mission philosophy. The 
Snavleys sought to work alongside 
the people of Haiti and hired many 
of their staff members from the 
area of Port-au-Prince where they 
were working. 

By the mid-1970s, it became clear 
to the Snavleys and the ICC staff 
that in order to truly control the 
spread of tuberculosis, they had to 
look beyond the inpatients at Grace 
Children's Hospital. They needed to 
reach out to other family members 
who suffered from this highly con
tagious disease. Rev. Atha recalls 
how, for many people at that time, 
"the coughing disease" was a death 
sentence. People who had TB were 
banned from the family home and 

house to die. ICC addressed this 
problem by embarking on a preven
tative tuberculosis-control program 
called the Crusade Against 
Tuberculosis. After early forays into 
a variety of other projects, such as · 
importing surplus food to Haiti, 
"finally we decided we should do 
one thing well-the treatment for 
and prevention of TB," Atha said. 
"To say yes to that meant saying no 
to a lot of other things. " 

So with the blessing of the 
Haitian Ministry of Health and 
advice from the World Health 
Organization, ICC developed a 
nationwide campaign to diagnose 
and treat TB throughout Haiti. ICC 
also opened an outpatient clinic at 

Medical staff at the Grace Children's 
Hospital diligently administer care to 
children to restore their good health. 

Grace Children's Hospital to test 
and treat adults and children with 
milder cases of tuberculosis. With 
a shift in emphasis to outpatient 
care, inpatient services were inten
tionally reduced and reserved only 
for those children with the most 
advanced cases of TB. 

Programs for Prevention 
By the early 1980s, International 
Child Care had developed a repu
tation for solid expertise in TB con
trol and was contracted by the 
Ministry of Health as its principal 
partner in the Na tional Tuber
culosis Program. At that time, ICC 
had completed a mass immuniza
tion campaign, systematically 
vaccinating more than 3 million 

sent to a little shack behind the In 1968, Virginia Snavley and a gravely ill child in Haiti. 
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people throughout Haiti with the 
BCG vaccin , used in developing 
countries to prevent TB. Sine ICC 
used local health workers to staff 
the vaccination teams, communi
ties participated in improving their 
own health. 

A year later, with this broad 
vaccination network in plac , ICC 
moved to introduce ·an expanded 
program of immunization. In addi
tion to ICC's ongoing commitment 
to the struggle against TB, it start
ed vaccinating against polio, 
measles, whooping cough, and 
diphtheria. The medical. services at 
Grace Children's Hospital were 
also diversified with the opening 
of additional outpatient clinics, 
including nutrition and reproduc
tive health services. 

In 1987, as Grace Children's 
Hospital marked its 20th anniver
sary, tuberculosis remained a cen
tral focus of ICC within the context 
of a growing commitment to com
munity-based primary health care. 
More and more, ICC sought to 
address the root causes of sickness 
and suffering, in addition to caring 
for those who were already ill. ICC 
began capping springs and dig
ging wells to provide access to 
clean water and spent more money 
and time on health promotion and 
disease prevention. 

Then ICC launched an urban 
community health program, tar
geting the slum neighborhoods 
immediately surrounding Grace 
Children's Hospital with an array 
of basic primary health-care servic
es. Maternal/ child health also 
emerged as an equally important 
program, and community health 
promotion was added to the 
Crusade Against Tuberculosis, 
reflecting ICC's growing involve
ment in health issues beyond TB. 
ICC had come to fully embrace 
a community-based, integrated 
approach, both in Port-au-Prince 
as well as in the rural areas where 
it worked. 

Partnerships 
Despite the political cns1s and 
the application of internationally 
imposed economic sanctions in the 
early 1990s, ICC continued to suc
cessfully evolve its integrated 
health models. Several factors 
have contributed to ICC's longevi
ty and permitted the organization 
to deliver quality health-care serv
ices in spite of Haiti 's volatile 
history. A significant factor in 
International Child Care's staying 
power is partnership. One of ICC's 
most important collaborations has 
been with the General Board of 
Global Ministries, in particular the 
Advance program. The funding 
International Child Care receives 
through Global Ministries has 
enabled the organization to pro
vide quality health-care services to 
children and families in Haiti for 
the past 40 years. 

Another important partnership 
ICC has is with the Haitian 
Ministry of Health. While this 
partnership, like any involving the 
ever-changing government of 
Haiti, has not been withou its 
struggles or concerns, the commit
ment to work together has helped 
both ICC and Haiti build and grow 
an infrastructure of health, especial
ly in the area of tuberculosis treat
ment and control. Maintaining 
political impartiality throughout the 
regime changes ha given ICC the 
staying power that many organiza
tions working in Haiti have not had. 
Furthermore, ICC's good relations 
with the Haitian government are 
allowing ICC to pave the way for 
cooperation between Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic in a bi-nation
al TB initiative that would stan
dardize care for TB patients on 
both sides of the island, especially 
among the vulnerable population 
of Haitian migrants living in the 
Dominican Republic. 

Cooperation and partnership 
are even more important as global 
boundaries become increasingly 

Growth monitoring, used to assess and 
treat malnutrition, is routinely offered 
and recorded by mobile clinic technicians 
in urban and rural areas of Haiti where 
International Child Care operates. 

fluid and people in developed 
nations like the United States 
become more and more active in 
advocating for the needs of people 
in places like Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic. One example 
of this is the global crisis of 
HIV I AIDS. International Child 
Care instituted a voluntary coun
seling and testing program at 
Grace Children's Hospital in the 
mid-1990s. People could find out 
whether or not they were HIV-pos
itive and also receive pre- and 
post-test counseling about what to 
expect, how to handle the diagno
sis, and where they could go for 
support. Because HIV infection is 
the most potent risk factor for 
developing tuberculosis, and TB is 
the mo t common cause of death 
in HIV-positive people, this new 
focus was a natural extension of 
ICC's ongoing work. Health edu
cation on preventing the spread of 
HIV became a main objective for 
the staff working in the hospital 
outpatient clinics. 
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James and Virginia Snavley and their 
children. 

Over the years, ICC has inten
tionally increased the capacity of 
local systems and people to pro
vide the services and resources to 
sustain its work in Haiti. In keep
ing with this philosophy of sus
tainable development and local 
empowerment, in 2002, for the first 
time since ICC's inception, all of 
the personnel in Haiti, from the 
highest administrative and p rofes
sional levels to the support staff, 
are Haitian. 

Sustainable Development 
The idea of sustainable develop
ment is not limited to those work
ing in the "mission field," howev
er. As someone who has been 
involved with ICC since the very 
first mission tour to visit Grace 
Children 's Hospital in January 
1968, the Rev. Sue Northcraft has 
noticed a corresponding change in 
the attitudes of North Americans 
toward missionary projects. " It 
used to be that people saw helping 
the Haitians as an impossible 
task," said Northcraft. "Then, 
when they began to see the results 
coming out of Grace Children's 
Hospital, they started to give more 
enthusiastically. I saw the attitude 
change from 'We're going to go do 
this for them' to 'We're going to 
support them as they do this for 

themselves."' Northcraft i also a 
strong proponent of mission trips 
because he has witnessed the last
ing impact they have on the partic
ipants. Many of the people she has 
traveled to Haiti with have gone 
on to become pas tors or have 
remained dedica ted to mission 
work throughout their lives. 

For those who visit Grace 
Children's Hospital today, it's easy 
to see why it is recognized as one of 
the leading pediatric hospitals in 
Haiti. The hospital provides inpa
tient and clinic-based care for chil
dren with HIV I AIDS, malnutrition, 
and other diseases as well as contin
uing its original emphasis on tuber
culosis. A major advancement in the 
care of HIV-positive patients at 
Grace Children's Hospital came in 
early 2005, when, thanks to partner
ships wi th the US Agency for 
Interna tional Development, the 
Center for Disease Control, and the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and 
Malaria, ICC inaugurated antiretro
viral medical treatment for children 
and adults with HIV I AIDS. In 
addition, the outpatient services 
offered at Grace Children's Hospital 
have expanded to include a general 
pediatric clinic and a new, state-of
the-art eye clinic with surgical 
capacity. On average, 300 patients 
are treated each day through the 
outpatient services at Grace 
Children's Hospital. Northcraft 
said, "Everything we do to improve 
the health of the Haitian children 
relates to our goal of eliminating TB 

United Methodists 
have contributed 
$2,205,460 to Grace 
Children's Hospital 
over the past 10 years. 

as a major health problem in Haiti." 
ICC has come a long way from 

that day more than 40 years ago 
when Jim and Virginia Snavley first 
saw the little children dying on the 
streets of Port-au-Prince and felt 
God tugging at their hearts to do 
something. The impact of their jour
ney, which began as a vacation and 
grew into a vision, has been remark
able. Virginia put it best in one of 
her letters to friends back home: 
"The death wail has been dimmed 
for us by the clapping and singing 
of children giver. their chance to 
live .... Healed children have gone 
from Grace Children's Hospital 
back to their homes knowing that 
Jesus cares for them in their world 
and that He has riches awaiting 
them in the next. We have been very 
privileged to share in the begin
nings of what we see developing 
into a great blessing to the children 
of Haiti." 

Rachel Mills is the Communication 
and Education Coordinator for Inter -
national Child Care and edits ICC 's 
quarterly newsletter, "Grace!" Alison 
Kern is ICC's Development Coordin
ator, organizing fundraising and out
reach efforts. 

A Note of Thanks from Keith Mumma 

The blessings that Groce Children's Hospital hos provided for the post 40 years would not be 
possible without the generosity and support of United Methodists like you and me, who hove 
given to Advance projects like Groce Children's Hospital (#418520-7) for so Ion~. On behalf 
of the millions of children who hove been cored for over the years, I would like to soy o 
sincere "Thank you." It is my hope that as long as there ore children in need, there will be United 
Methodists ready to answer God's coll to serve "the least of these." 

Keith Mumma is the /((USA Notional Oiredor and a member of Stockbridge United Methodist 
Church in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
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Advance FAQ 

What is The Advance? 
The Advance for Christ and His Church 
(The Advance) is an official program of 
The United Methodist Church for volun
tary, designated, second-mile giving. 
Through The Advance, United Methodist 
annual conferences, districts, local church
es, and organizations, as well as individu
als and families, can choose to support 
particular, approved mission programs or 
mission personnel with financial gifts. 

What Is a Gift? 
An Advance gift is a designated financial 
contribution made by an individual, local 
church , organization, district, or confer
ence to a project authorized for this pur
pose by The Advance Committee. 

• Gifts may be made for specific projects 
or purposes authorized by The Advance 
Committee. 

• Gifts may be made for broadly designat
ed causes (such as a type of work, a 
country, or a region) . 

• Rather than being given to a specific 
project, an Advance gift may be given to 
the following designated programmatic 
units of the General Board of Global 
Ministries : Evangelization and Church 
Growth Program Area, Community 
and Institutional Ministries Program Area, 

Mission Contexts and Relationships 
Program Area, Mission Personnel 
Program Area, and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 

Why Should I Give 
Through The Advance? 
1 .. Donors choose projects to support. 

The Advance gives an opportunity 
to express faith in a personal way. 

2 .. All Advance ministries are related 
to annual conferences, central 
coPferences, partner churches, or 
interfaith organizations; are screened 
by the General Board of Global 
Ministries; and are authorized by 
The Advance Committee of the 
Connectional Table. 

3 .. The General Council on Finance and 
Administration ensures the account
ing and transmission of every 
Advance gift . 

4. Each gift makes a difference! Gifts can 
be used to print a Bible, vaccinate a 
child , buy a bicycle for a pastor, dig a 
well , or aid any other specific ministry 
chosen for support. Since 1948, mil
lions of lives have been transformed 
because of Advance gifts. 

5. One hundred percent of every gift 
goes to the ministry for which it is 
designated! This is possible because 
all the administrative and promotional 
costs of The Advance are covered by 
other fund sources. 
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How Does the Advance Program Work? 
Mission partners submit applications 
for Advance funding with the 
endorsement of their regional 
episcopal leader. 

Global Ministries program units 
evaluate Advance applications to 
determine whether or not they meet 
the mission criteria and priorities of 
The United Methodist Church as 
well as those of the program unit. 
Global Ministries program units that 
review applications include: Com-· 
munity and Institutional Ministries, 
Evangelization and Church Growth, 
Mission Contexts and Relationships, 
Mission Personnel, and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 

The Advance Committee takes 
final action, reviewing applications to 
determine whether or not they meet 
Advance project approval criteria. 

How Do Projects Get Funded? 
Advance funding is not guaranteed. 
The Advance is a voluntary chan
nel for financial giving. The actual 
amount of funding that a project 
receives is solely dependent upon 
donor response. 

Global Ministries program units 
are responsible for communicating 
with projects, releasing funds to 
project directors, and monitoring 
expenditures of those funds. 

The Advance guarantees I 00 
percent delivery, meaning I 00 
percent of every gift goes to the 
project for which it is designated . 
Administrative and promotional 
expenses are paid for by other 
funding sources. 

In Barrio Hialea/1, on the outskirts of Managua, Nicaragua, a trash dump is situat
ed right in front of the Methodist Church building. Photo by Richard Lord. 
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Global Ministries' 
Medical 
Work 

in Africa 
B Y CHERIAN THOMAS 

~ted Methodist Church began to estab
lish itself in sub-Saharan Africa in the early part of 
the last century. Missionaries began their work in 
most villages by building a church, a school, and 
a clinic or a small hospital. The early United 
Methodist medical missionaries were instru
mental in strengthening and 
expanding the medical work in 
the clinics and hospitals. 

Many of the African coun
tries gained independence 
from their colonial rulers in the 
1960s and 1970s. But with inde
pendence came periods of auto
cratic rule, turmoil, and strife in 
countries such as Uganda, 
Congo, Liberia, Mozambique, 
and Angola. Civil wars and 
conflicts with neighboring 
countries resulted in the disrup-

tion of basic services, like primary education and 
health care. Many of the missionaries had to evacu
ate, leaving the clinics and hospitals bereft of doc
tors and nurses. Because the new countries did not 
have sufficient numbers of medical personnel to 
staff the clinics and hospitals, many health-care 
facilities shut down. 

But in the 1980s and 1990s, 
as countries regained stability, 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries reopened the medical 
work in countries where The 
United Methodist Church had a 
strong presence, such as Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

Workers in Canta, Liberia, rebuild 
facilities at Canta hospital. 
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The Jamkhed Model 
Global Ministries ' Health and 
Welfare unit coordinates the med
ical programs in Africa and Asia 
and works closely with other units, 
including Mission Personnel, 
Mission Volunteers, and UMCOR. 
In the last 25 years, Global 
Ministries has worked closely with 
the annual conferences in Africa to 
reestablish the health work of The 
United Methodist Church. The 
first major initiative undertaken 
introduced the comprehensive, 
community-based, primary health
care model in Africa. Community
based health care is a concept that 
was conceived by the World 
Council of Churches and later 
adopted by the World Health 
Organization in 1978 at the Alma 
Ata conference. But even earlier 
than the Alma Ata declaration, the 
concept was taking root in 
Jamkhed, India, through the pio
neering work of Drs. Raj and 
Mabelle Arole. 

The Aroles met at the Christian 
Medical College in Vellore, South 
India, an institution that Global 
Ministries has supported for many 
years through The Advance. After 
graduation, they decided to live in 
J amkhed, a village in one of the 
most impoverished regions of 
western India, to help communi
ties develop their own primary 
health-care and economic develop
ment programs. The Comprehen
sive Rural Health Project in 
Jamkhed soon attracted visitors 
from all over the world who came 
to see how villagers were able to 
transform their lives on their own. 

Global Ministries sponsored 
nearly 250 United Methodists from 
Africa, Latin America, and Asia to 
go visit Jamkhed and learn the 
concepts of comprehensive, com
munity-based, primary health care. 
Some of the Jamkhed trainees, 
especially those from La tin 
America and Asia, were able to 

The Rev. Simao Antonio, pastor of Eva de Andrade United Methodist Church in Malanje, 
Angola, walks through the ruins of the former communihJ hospital at the Quessua 
Methodist Center. The hospital was bombed a't the beginning of Angola 's civil war. 

start similar programs in their own 
countries. Only a few were able to 
do so in Africa because of various 
problems they faced within their 
countries . The Comprehensive 
Rural Health Project is an Advance 
project of Global Ministries that 
continues to influence many. After 
Mabelle's death, Dr. Raj Arole was 
joined by his daughter, Dr. Shobha 
Arole, to continue the work and 
witness in Jamkhed. 

The Comprehensive Rural 
Health Project in Jamkhed also 
began a lower-limb prosthesis pro
gram using the durable Jaipur Foot, 
which was built with rubber and 
aluminum. Global Ministries asked 
the Aroles to help develop similar 
programs in Angola and Sierra 
Leone. Staff from both countries 
went to Jamkhed for training, and 
limb-prosthesis programs for peo
ple affected by landmines and suf
fering other kinds of war injuries 
were started in both countries. The 
Bo Prosthesis program in Sierra 
Leone is going well thanks to the 
persistence and efforts of Amara 
Lappia and his team of three assi -
tants. The program is supported 
through The Advance. The Angola 
program had to be closed during 
the last round of civil conflict. 

Medical Work Still Needed 
The United Methodist hospitals and 
clinics in Africa provide health care 
in regions where very few other 
facilities exist. Global Ministries, 
recognizing its crucial role, began a 
Hospitals Revitalization Program 
in 2000 and allocated a sizeable 
amount of money to undergird its 
work. Seven hospitals in Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, igeria, Mozam
bique, and Zimbabwe were includ
ed at the beginning of the program. 
The Canta United Methodist 
Hospital in Liberia was destroyed 
twice during civil conflict but now 
is again fully functional . A new hos
pital is being constructed through 
the help of a church in Peoria, 
Illinois. The Kissy Hospital in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, is also 
expanding its infrastructure and 
services. The Chicuque Rural 
Hospital in Mozambique is one of 
the best health-care facilities in that 
region. The Rural Health Project in 
Zing, Nigeria, is struggling to get 
back up to speed. The thre United 
Methodist hospitals in Zimbabwe 
(Nyadire, Old Mutare, and 
Mutambara) are maintaining their 
operations through an economic 
meltdown, with inflation running at 
10,000 percent! 
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Called to Respond t 
Global Ministri 
involved wi Sm 

y beginning of 
t supported aware

ness, prevention, and education 
workshops for annual conferences 
in Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lib
eria, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone. But 
as the toll of the pandemic began 
to increase, the churches in Africa 
were faced with thousands of peo
ple with AIDS dying in their 
homes. Home-Based Care pro
grams were started in Zimbabwe 
and Sierra Leone, trail\ing volun
teers from churches to provide 
basic care to AIDS patients in their 
homes. Volunteers were provided 
with a kit called the Healthy 
Homes, Healthy Families kit to 
minister to the sick. This program 
continues to receive support 
through The Advance. 

As AIDS spreads across commu
nities, it has left behind millions of 
children who lost one or both par
ents to the pandemic. Zimbabwe 
was affected early and is estimated 
to have more than 1 million orphans 
because of AIDS. The Zimbabwe 
Annual Conference began an AIDS 
Orphans Trust program that pro
vided children with books, uni
forms, and money for school fees 
and also taught some vocational 
training. Global Ministries supports 
these programs through The Ad
vance. It also supports an Orphans 
and Vulnerable Children Project in 
Zimbabwe that helps 2,500 children 
in 156 government and church 
schools. This project began in 2004 
thanks to a generous gift from a 
United Methodist couple from the 
Midwest. Dr. Peter Fasan, Dean 
of the Faculty of Health Sciences 
at Africa University, coordinates 
the project. 

Preventing and Treating Malaria 
Global Ministries is attempting to 
make malaria a disease of the past. 

It began a program in August 2005 
called United Methodist Comm

ity-Based Malaria Prevention 
--~ an held a training event in 

Freetown in December 2005 for 
participants from six West African 
countries and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. The program 
supports malaria education, com
munity organization, and distribu
tion of insecticide-treated bed nets. 
The work is carried out by com
munity groups and congregations. 
Global Ministries has partnered 
with the (Episcopal) National 
Cathedral in Washington, DC, in 
an Inter-Religiou Campaign 
against Malaria in Mozambique. 
The Mozambique Annual Confer
ence is a founding member of the 
campaign, which brings together 
various Protestan t, Roman 
Catholic, and Muslim groups and 
has received funding from the 
United States Agency for Inter
national Development. United 
Methodists are also supporting the 
Nothing But Nets campaign of 
the United Nations Foundation 
through The Advance, raising 
money for bed nets for distribution 
in African countries. 

In April 2008, the General 
Conference of The United 
Methodist Church will vote on 
adopting four areas of focus, one 
of which is the Global Health 
Initiative. If approved, this impor
tant initiative would enable the 
church to promote health in 
developing countries. Africa 
would be the focus for this 
initiative and Global Mini tries 
would coordinate the programs. 
As planned, the Global Health 
Initiative will be directed against 
the three major infectious diseases 
in developing countries-AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis-and 
will strengthen primary health 
care through hospitals, clinics, 
and community-based programs. 
Health and Welfare would coordi
nate the work along with other 
units, including UMCOR, The 
Advance, Mission Personnel, 
Mission Volunteers, and Financial 
Services. 

Cherian Thomas is the executive 
secretary of the Health and Relief 
unit of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

Dr. Laurinda Vidal Quipungo treats a young malaria patient nt the provi11cinl hospital 
in Malanje, Angola . (photos by Mike DuBose/UMNS.) 
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Volunteer mission work teams paint 
rocks with their home loca tions and 
church names upon completion of their 
work. The rocks are then left on the 
grounds outside Red Bird 's cafeteria. 

T
he Red Bird Valley, nestled 
in the Appalachian moun
tains of southeastern 
Kentucky, is an isolated 

area where three counties come 
together. The area is underdevel
oped, cut off from the educational 
and medical services of the county 
seats, with very few employment 
opportunities for the people of 
Appalachia. In a region with very 
little, The United Methodist 
Church is a presence that has pro
vided hope to a part of the country 
that many have forgotten. Formed 
in 1968 from the merger of the 
Methodist and Evangelical United 
Brethren churches, the Red Bird 
Missionary Conference of The 
United Methodist Church is one of 
three missionary conferences in 
the United States. The Red Bird 

by David Malloy 

Missionary Conference is com
posed of 23 United Methodist 
churches, four worshiping out
reach centers, Camp O'Cumber
lands, the Appalachian Local 
Pastors School, Henderson Settle
ment, Red Bird Mission and Clinic, 
and The Bennett Center. 

Redbird Missionary Conference 
is the most comprehensive mission 
effort of The United Methodist 
Church in the United States, pro
viding outreach and services in 
eight southeastern Kentucky coun
ties. Two of these counties are list
ed among the ten poorest counties 
in the United States. 

Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, 
poor housing, and rugged moun
tainous terrain create obstacles to a 
fuller life for the residents of this 
area. Ruth A. Wiertzerna has been 
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the director of connectional min
istries for the missionary conference 
since 1992. She has witnessed the 
difference the church has made in 
the lives of the people of Red Bird. 

"This area has no significant 
economic engine to help sustain 
the people. The presence of the 
church allows people to reach their 
full potential. We seek to minister 
to the whole person, spiritually, 
physically, and socially. Families 
have the opportunity to receive 
medical and social services, cloth
ing, home maintenance, and edu
cational resources to help them 
achieve a more abundant life." 

Spiritual Care 
The 23 United Methodist churches 
and four worshiping outreach cen
ters are a witness for Jesus Christ 
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in the heart of Appalachia . United 
Methodist churches and outreach 
centers provide a place for wor
ship, Christian education, leader
ship development, and pastoral 
care. The congregations are served 
by 17 pastors. A third of these 
pastors were trained at the 
Appalachian Local Pastors School 
developed in 1991 to train local 
residents for ministry. Many pas
tors not only shepherd these 
churches but also contribute to the 
work of other outreach efforts in 
the area. 

The Rev. Mike Tupper, like many 
of the pastors in the missionary con
ference, is not from the area. He and 
his wife, Lori, moved to Kentucky 
in July 2006. In 2005, Mike felt God 
calling him to some type of mission 
ministry, living and working close 
to the poor. His search for God's 
direction led him to the Red Bird 
Missionary Conference. An elder in 
the West Michigan Conference, 
Mike became a Global Ministries' 
missionary and was appointed to 
Hope United Methodist Church in 
Frakes, Kentucky, on the campus of 
Henderson Settlement. In his first 
six months, 10 new members joined 
the small congregation of 25. 

Mike volunteers much of his 
time during the week to outreach 
efforts at Henderson Settlement. 
Henderson Settlement was started 
in 1925 by Methodist minister 
Hiram Frakes, who came to the 
area with a dream of educational, 
economic, and spiritual reform for 
the community. Local families 
donated 123 acres of land, and 
Frakes started a school for the area 
children. Today Henderson Settle
ment has 1,600 acres of land and 
provides multiple programs and 
activities for the community. 

On any given weekday morn
ing, you can find Mike at the 
Henderson Settlement Daycare 
Center playing with the children 
in the summer recreation program 

(From top left) Ruth Wiertzema, director of connectional ministries, explains Red Bird 
Mission Center's work to the North Central Jurisdiction conference secretaries of Global 
Ministries; Chris Denman, director of The Joy Center, speaks to a group about the 
center's miss ion; The Red Bird Mission Community Store provides employment to 
local residen ts; A community-store worker repairs quality clothing that will be sold, 
thus improving the economy of the area. 

and offering a helping hand to the 
staff. The center provides quality 
care for children while parents 
receive further education and seek 
employment opportunities and job 
training. 

"That is my playground min
istry," Mike says. He also takes 
care of visiting work-camp groups 
that come from all over the United 
States, serving communion at their 
closing services on Friday nights, 
attending their morning worship, 
and meeting with different staff 
members to see how he can best 
help them. 

Community Care 
Thom and Chris Denman came to 
Red Bird in 1980 from Orville, 
Ohio. Serving as lay missionaries 
with Global Ministries, they are 

co-directors of The Joy Center in 
Big Creek, Kentucky, a Christian 
Community Outreach Center of 
Red Bird Missionary Conference. 
The Denmans are responsible for 
the leadership and development of 
all Christian education programs 
and activities. Their hometown of 
Orville is the home of the Smucker's 
Company, the famous makers of 
jelly. Thom was able to obtain a 
sizable donation from the jelly 
maker, and he and Chris give away 
cases and cases of jelly every year. 
He has become known in the com
munity as the "Jelly Man." Giving 
away the sweet spread may be the 
initial memory of the Denmans for 
many in the community, but these 
missionaries have managed to 
offer much more. 

"My wife (Chris) and I plan and 
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direct, along with other leaders, 
the children, youth, and adults in 
Christ-centered activities at The Joy 
Center. We feel God wants us to be 
Christian examples to people and 
families in our community when we 
walk the walk, not just talk the 
talk," said Thom. "I feel that God 
wants me to be a Christian example 
in all aspects of my life, not just 
those related to my job assignment. 
I encourage the people in our com
munity to let God work in their 
lives. We daily seek the Lord's guid
ance in all that we do." 

Thom and Chris serve the local 
children of the community, provid
ing wholesome fun activities for 
children. During the hot summer 
months, they provided a water 
slide made with long plastic sheets 
and some dish detergent. The two 
have an infectious enthusiasm that 
comes from more than 25 years of 
ministry in the area and seeing the 
results of their efforts. Many of the 
children come from homes affected 
by drug and alcohol abuse, bro
kenness, and poverty. In an area 
without public parks or other con
structive outlets for young energy, 
it is easy for at-risk children to get 
into trouble. 

"Some of the children, the ones 
who seem to fall through the cracks, 
are the very ones God has blessed 
us with," said Chris. "The exciting 
thing is to see that the children we 
worked with 25 years ago are now 
serving the Lord at The Joy Center 
as Sunday school teachers, worship 
leaders, and preachers." 

Although the area is economi
cally depressed, Thom and Chris 
urge at The Joy Center that giving 
and lending a helping hand to oth
ers in need is just as important as 
receiving. The Joy Center was 
blessed with a new building in 
2001 after years of functioning in 
the former Big Creek School, a 
two-room building. The new 
building includes a chapel for wor
ship and classrooms for Sunday 

At the Red Bird Mission Craft Store, David 'Malloy looks over craft items for sale. 
Rachael Barnett, Mission Support Liaison for The Advance, examines items at the 
craft store. 

school and Christian education. 
Most of the work on the building 
was done after school, on week
ends, and during summer by the 
children, youth, and adults who 
come to The Joy Center. 

"We encourage the idea of giving 
something back," said Thom. Last 
summer, the young people of The 
Joy Center raised more than $300 to 
help build Challenger Park, a play
ground for children with disabili
ties. Members of the missionary 
conference participate each year in 
the Cherokee Woodcutting Work
camp in the mountains of western 
North Carolina. The wood provides 
a heating source during the winter 
for senior citizens of the Qualia 
Boundary, a Cherokee-controlled 
land trust. 

Red Bird School 
Red Bird Mission and Clinic have 
provided ministries and services to 
the underserved in the region since 
1921. Red Bird Clinic is a licensed 
primary-care center and rural 
health clinic that serves area 
patients with a staff of health-care 
providers five days a week. Red 
Bird Mission operates the Red Bird 
Mission School. The school serves 
254 students in grades K through 

12 and provides quality education 
to students of the Red Bird area 
regardless of their ability to pay. 
Twenty young men and seven 
young women graduated from 
Red Bird Mission School this year. 

Dr. Kenneth R. Wier, a member 
of the Red Bird Mission Board of 
Directors, gave the commencement 
address and directed the graduates: 
"Do not trivialize God, but know 
and honor God as [God] actually is. 
To do this well, we need to be edu
cated about God, and this is one of 
the benefits of attending a Christian 
school like Red Bird." 

Fifteen of the gradua~es plan to 
attend seven different colleges in 
Kentucky and one in Ohio. 

"Often we are preparing per
sons to leave the area," said 
Wiertzema. "With each generation 
the challenges remain. Because of 
the remoteness, there is the contin
uous cycle of preparing people to 
fulfill their lives in all ways. There 
is always another generation that 
needs the presence of the church." 

David Malloy is the annual conference 
liaison for the Advance. He relates 
to annual conferences, districts, and 
local churches about United Methodist 
giving. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2007 

. . 
.,1il~j,"tr, .. _,.,1-1":>:,..~l..t'f,..';...,;._s•o{'~-",, .. ..,;;w;A -... ;; ... ... -.~ .. ., ~, .... ·· .1. ~ .... ,..-~ .. ~: - .; .. .... . .-1.~ ... i, • • •J ··~ • • ... r \ • , • • • , • • 



1afes plan l 
colleges · 

~hio. 

~paring per 
area," saic 

r 
generati 

. Because 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2007 33 

I 

. ,. . . 
' • 0 o • • • , > '," • 0 •• • • • • " '0 •" • ··~· ' ~ -· ... ;·,. ~ ' \ ~" 'o 1 • • • LOo o •,• • ' (" , I \ " ot \ -·~ · 



Texas 
cote d' voire 

Student - at the MetJwdi-t &urd111' lwvl 
for Girb in COit• d'lt•oire vt'lum11• t'llaw 
MetJwdi,f, f rom tlze Tern Am11111/ 
Conft'rt'nce 111 son •. 

The p op le of 6te d ' h oir ', We .... t 
Africa, kn \.\ all about od 's gen
erou'> and importial gift.... of Im 1.: 

• nd grace. portal of \H'alth for 
much of ub-~ aha ran \\'•st fr ica, 
th on e-coloni:t.l•d 1.: ountry su .... -

tHl ·rl•nc" .llU\lllln 

m.1kin • mini..,try 
h for ' nwr • th,rn I 



d'Ivoire 
. Huie 
re been 
f Global 
helped 

ey hare 
ding of 
d the 

. We're 
Global 

we will 

corn mun-

d'Ivoire partnership, which will 
also tap international entities such 
as the United Nations Foundation 
initially will focus on the followin~ 
areas: 

• Supporting the Nothing But 
Nets campaign to prevent 
malaria. 

• Establishing community radio 
stations. 

• Strengthening the theological 
seminary in Cote d 'Ivoire. 

• Assisting the Methodist 
Hospital in Dabou. 

• Supporting a women's micro
finance project. 

• Providing school lunches for 
lvoirian students. 

"As a result of this trip, we are 
confident that the Holy Spirit will 
work mighty deeds in Texas and 
Cote d'Ivoire," Huie said. 

Blessed to Be a Blessing 
One aspect of the partnership that 
was frequently lifted up during the 
annual conference was that the 
conferences should form a mutual
ly beneficial relationship and not 
one in which one party is taxed to 
be the primary giver and the other 
positioned simply to receive. The 
Texas-Cote d'Ivoire partnership 
is designed to capitalize on the 
strengths of both conferences. 

Praising the Ivoirians for their 
excellence in evangelism, Huie 
noted that there is much for US 
churches to learn from the church 
in Cote d 'Ivoire, as its member
ship growth is outpacing the 
declining membership of The 
United Methodist Church in the 
United States. 

There are more than 642,000 
United Methodists in the southern 
region of Cote d ' Ivoire . The 
Methodist population of the north
ern region of the country has not 
been well-documented since 2002, 
when political unrest split the coun
try. It is estimated that, including 
Methodists in the north, the popula-. 

Bf shop Benjamin Boni addresses the crowd at the closing worship service of the COte 
d Ivo1re Annual Conference held at the Palais des Sporl-s in Abidjan. 

tion of lvoirian Methodists is nearly 
1 million-1 I 13th of the entire 
denomination's population. 

In spite of war and poverty, the 
church is growing. Huie said she 
looks forward to learning strategies 
from lvoirians regarding evangel
ism and new church starts that can 
be implemented in East Texas. 

"Bishop Boni has a powerful 
vision for both evangelization and 
for improving the lives of all peo
ple," she said. 

The United Methodist Church 
of Cote d'Ivoire also has an excep
tional body of lay members. There 
are 720 churches in Cote d 'Ivoire, 
which are served by only 121 
ordained pastors and more than 
2,000 unpaid lay (local) pastors. 

One Church 
Both bishops noted that this part
nership reflects the connectional 
strength of the church. 

"Our partnership also celebrates 
that The United Methodist Church 
is a global church," Huie said. "We 
celebrate that, although The UMC is 
made up of different nations, lan
guages, cultures, styles of worship, 
and ways of dress, we are still one 
body-the Body of Christ." 

"No annual conference or coun
try is alone. We are all connected in 
Christ," said Bishop Boni at a 
luncheon that recognized confer
ence guests and honored the elders 
of the church in Cote d 'Ivoire in 
the seaside city of Grand Bassam. 

"We are gathered here around 
the sea-the same sea we have in 
England, the same sea we have in 
Ghana, the same sea we have in 
the United States, the same sea we 
have in Senegal," Bishop Boni said. 
"This is to mark the uniqueness
the universality of the church. We 
are several nations, several conti
nents around Jesus Christ." 

Eleanor L. Colvin is the Texas Annual Conference Director of Co1111111111ications . 
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of THE ADVANCE 
by Jodi Cataldo 

Here are 20 ways every congregation can 
celebrate the 60th Anniversary of The Advance. 

Hear 

• Order print or web-based resources. 
• Show the 60th Anniversary of The Advance video. 
• Invite an Advance mission specialist to speak to the congregation 

or small groups. 
• Invite conference mission leaders. 

Engage 

• Select an Advance project to support. 
• Learn about the project and the people involved . 
• Communicate with the project's leaders. 
• Promote the project and build compassion within the congregation. 
• Raise funds for the project. 

Transform 

• Grow in grace. 
• Experience life-changing relationships. 
• Open hearts and minds to the world outside. 
• Grow in knowledge and experience of the global church. 

Receive 

• Experience spiritual bles ings that come from personal invol ement. 
• Gather new perspectives on being in mi ion. 
• Form new partnerships. 
• Gain recognition and credit for local church Ad ance gi ing through 

the annual conference. 

Acknowledge 

• Share the ble ings with oth r church memb r and your annual conf r nc 
• Invite other to experience th blessing of a proj ct partner hip. 
• Celebrat the project at an annual mi ion c lebration e ent. 
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This short liturgy can be incorporated into a spring worship 
service to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of The Advance. 

Hymn 

"Pass It On," No. 572, The United Methodist Hymnal 

Prayer · 

Teach us, good Lord, 
to serve as you deserve; 
to give and not to count the cost; 
to fight and not to heed the wounds; 
to toil and not to seek for rest; 
to labor and not to ask for any reward, 
except that of knowing that we do your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
-"Prayer of Ignatius of Loyola," No. 570, The United Methodist Book of Worship 

Meditation 
Name each Advance project your church participates in and celebrate all of them, 
one by one. Pray specifically for each project. Children may process through the 
church carrying banners or posters that highlight specific Advance projects. 

Offering 
Play or sing "Here I Am, Lord," No. 593, The United Methodist Hymnal. 
Children may stand in front of the altar with Advance project posters and an offering 
basket for each project. Invite people to come forward to put their pledges, offerings, 
or other gifts in the offering basket of the project or projects in which they personally 
wish to participate. 

Sending Forth 
Invite participants to stand and hold hands with the persons on either side, forming 
a circle or an unbroken line. Sing together "Blest Be the Tie that Binds," No. 557, 
The United Methodist Hymnal. 

"We take now the hands of those in need aroLmd the world so that they too may 
have the opportunity to experience transformation, hope, and joy. We go forth a 
people called by God in the name of Jesus Christ." 

Jodi Cataldo is the Executive Secretary for Emerging Churches Resources and a fo rmer 
missionary who served the church in Lithuania. 
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THE COVENANT RELATIONSHIP PROGRAM 

Missionary Support 
Since 1974, United Methodists have 
participated in the work and min
i tries of the church's mis ionaries 
through the Covenant Relationship 
Program. The Covenant Relation
ship enables churches to provide 
financial and prayer support for 
individual missionaries and encour
ages church members to learn more 
about the context in which the mis
sionaries serve. 

The relationship is meant to go 
beyond a financial gift, as the con
gregation and the missionary 
covenant with one another to stay 
in touch through letters and email 
and to meet in person when possi
ble. Missionaries who return to the 
United States for an extended 
leave try to visit as many of their 
covenant churches as possible . 

Missionary Support 
In The United Methodist Church, 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries has four bases of finan
cial support to train, send, and 
sustain m issionaries in their 
ministries. An allocation from the 

World Service Fund, created by a 
portion of the contributions made 
by local congregations through 
their apportionments, provides the 
basic financial support of all the 
general agencies of the church, 
including Global Ministries and its 
mission personnel. A portion of the 
United Methodist Women's Pledge 
to Mission is also allocated for mis
sionary support by the Women's 
Division. Covenant Relationships 
make up the third avenue of mis
sionary upport, econd-mile giv- . 
ing sent directly by churches and 
individuals through The Advance 
for Christ and His Church. Trusts, 
investments, and other income are 
sometimes designated for mission
ary support. 

How to Start a Covenant 
Relati onship 
The Covenant Relationship pro
gram encourages churches to seek 
a challenging financial goal of 
$2,500 given annually for mission
ary support. Churches with small
er membership bases may enter 
into a covenant with $5 per mem-

For 2006, the expenditures for missionary 
support were $17 million: Trusts, Investments 

& Other Income 1. $4 mill ion of the $17 mill ion (24%) 
came from the World Service Fund. 

2. $2 mill ion of the $17 mill ion ( 12%) 
came from UMW Undesignated 
Giving . 

3. $5 mi llion of the $17 million (29%) 
came from The Advance. 

4. $6 million of the $17 million (35%) 
came from trusts, investments, 
and other income designated for 
missionary support. 

35% 

Find a Missionary 

ber per year. There are a variety 
of ways to choose missionaries 
for support. It is a good idea for 
churches to check with their 
Conference Secretary of Global 
Ministries to find out which mis
sionaries are related to their annu
al conference. 

Once a church has decided on a 
missionary, it should complete a 
Covenant Relationship Agreement 
form, which is available from con
ference secretaries of Global 
Ministries, The Advance office at 
Global Ministries, or online at 
http : I I gbgm-umc .org I about 
us / mp. Upon receipt of the agree
ment, Global Ministries' staff will 
confirm the agreement and notify 
the missionary" selected for sup
port. Churches are encouraged to 
make a three-year commitment. 

Covenant Relationship funds 
should be sent by the local church 
treasurer to the conference treas
urer with the missionary' Ad
vance code n umber. Payments 
should be sent annually on any 
schedule that best suits the 
church's budget. 

World 
Service 
Fund 

24% 

iss ion G iving 

Missionaries and their Advance code numbers can be found on Global Ministries' website: 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/ work/ missionaries/biographies/ 
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THE LITHUANIA MISSION INITIATIVE 

On August 30, 1995, Methodists in 
Kaunas, Lithuania, celebrated the 
rebirth of their church. Methodism 
first began in the country in the 
late 19th century. Between 1923 
and 1941, the church began to 
flourish , with both ·Lithuanian
and German-speaking churches in 
multiple cities across the country. 
The start of World War II and the 
repatriation of German residents 
took its toll on the church. The 
Soviet Union annexed Lithuania in 
1940 and denied the Method ist 
denomination legal recogn ition . 
After the Soviet Union was dis-

solved, Lithuania regained its 
independence in 1991. 

A fact-finding trip conducted 
by the General Board of Global 
Ministries in 1994 with the help 
of a Lithuanian-born German 
pastor discovered three surviving 
Methodists of the earlier church, 
two Methodist church buildings, 
and three former parsonages. 
Today, the reborn church has 
established 12 congrega tions in a 
number of cities where congrega
tions had fo rmerly been, such 
as Kaunas, Pilviskiai, Taurage, 
Siauliai, and Birzai. 

Ad vance projects help churches 
in other parts of Europe and the 
United States support the work of 
Lithuanian Method ists as they 
grow in faith and numbers. Of par
ticular importance are seminary 
scholarships to train Lithuanian 
pastors, a drug rehabilitation cen
ter, a new medical clinic, and an 
"Adopt-A-Family" program that 
allows local churches in Lithuania 
to respond to the needs of families 
within their communities. Because 
of a poor economy and high unem
ployment, church workers and 
pastor need salary support. 

Workers in a bread program distribu te free bread to residents in a poor neigl1 borhood of Sanciai, 
Lithuania, through the Hu manitarian and Service Projects of The Advance. 

Lithuania General: Advance #00238A 

Methodist Seminary Student Support: Advance #14713A 

Adopt-A-Family Program: Advance #14707 A 

Church's Rehabilitation Center: Advance #13545A 
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THE CAMBODIA MISSION INITIATIVE 

The Methodist Church in Cambodia 
began in 1989 with three churches. 
A unique mission approach to 
church planting in Cambodia 
brought together five different 
Methodist communions in coopera
tive ministry: TI1e United Methodist 
Church in the United States, The 
United Methodist Church in 
Switzerland and France, the 
Methodist Church in Singapore, 
the World Federation of Chinese 
Me thodist Churches, and the 
Korean Methodist Church. This 
Methodist international cooperation 
has produced dramatic results over 
the last couple of decade . 

Today more than 150 Meth
odi t churches in Cambodia are 
served by 20 Methodis t and 
United Methodist missionaries, 
10 ordained Cambodian deacons, 
and 100 Cambodian lay leader . 
Methodi t ministries undertaken 
by the church include projects 
that empower youth with job and 
leadership training and Bible 
study. Methodists also help eradi
cate landmines, combat p overty 
and malnourishment, and teach 
people to read. 

Advance projects support the 
work of Methodists in Cambodia 
in a number of different areas. 

Community-based Health Care 
programs introduce improved 
methods of animal husbandry, gar
dening projects, and improved 
health and sanitation methods. 
The Cambodian Methodist Bible 
School provides education for stu
dents and prepares them to 
become pastors and Christian 
workers in the church. Vocational 
training, work with children, care 
for orphans, construction of 
schools, and basic programs that 
help women improve the standard 
of living for themselves and their 
families are important programs 
for the church. 

In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, students participate in a Bible study, one of the 
ministries of the Methodist Church in Cambodia. 

Cambodia General: Advance # 00230A 

Community-based Health Care: Advance #14916A 

The Cambodian Methodist Bible School: Advance # 14917 A 

Vocational Skills Training: Advance #14923A 
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THE EVANGELICAL METHODIST CHURCH OF NICARAGUA 

The Methodist communion in 
Nicaragua started to form in the 
late 1980s as a Protestant fellow
ship looking for spiritual guid
ance. In the early 1990s, its original 
leaders had moved on, but the fel
lowship continued. The members 
explored Methodist doctrine and 
decided the Wesleyan heritage was 
a good match for their congre
gan ts . The Council of Evangelical 
Methodist Churches in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
(CIEMAL) made contact with the 
fellowship, and the General Board 
of Global Ministries assigned an 
international m1ss10ner from 
Argentina to work with the fledg
ling church. 

Today three congregations, two 
in Managua and one in La Paz, 
Nicaragua, have grown in faith 
and in service with their communi
ties. All three are situated in poor 
neighborhoods. The congregations 
have developed footj. programs for 
children, health projects, sports 
activities for youth, education cen
ters, and scholarship programs for 
seminary students. In addition, 
worship resources, spiritual re
treats, Bible studies, and evangeli
cal events are ways that the church 
helps its members grow in faith 
and spirit. 

Over 60 percent of Nicaragua's 
people live in poverty; the unem
ployment rate is over 40 percent, 

and access to health care, educa
tion, and even water and electrici
ty is not available to many people. 
The Evangelical Methodist Church 
of Nicaragua seeks to help its com
munities by sharing the gospel, 
emphasizing God 's grace, and 
organizing faith groups for sup
port and nurture. In addition, the 
church seeks to expand its nutri
tion program for children, send 
more students to seminary for 
training, and secure legal property 
to build churches and community 
facilities . This fledgling church 
needs salary support from the 
wider Methodist communion so 
that its faith communities can 
continue to grow. 

Children in Barrio Hialeah in Nicaragua benefit from the Evangelization and 
Mission Advance project in Managua. 

Nicaragua General: Advance #00470A 

Evangelization and Mission, Managua: Advance #14844A 

Program Development for the Church of Nicaragua: #14852A 

Salary Support for Pastors: Advance #14854A 
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Global Ministries' Board of Directors, meeting in 
Stamford, Connecticut, October 8 to 11, voted not to 
renominate the Rev. R. Randy Day for the position of 
General Secretary for the mission agency. Day has 
served as the general secretary since January 2003. 
Bishop Felton May (retired) has been asked to serve as 
interim general secretary until a new general secretary 
is hired. The Board of Directors named a search com
mittee to identify viable candidates for the position. 

The Women's Division is seeking a candidate to 
fill the position of Women's Division Treasurer, an 
associate treasurer position within the General Board 
of Global Ministries. Applications and requisites for 
these positions can be obtained from the Human 
Resources department of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. Call: 212-870-3663. 

UMCOR Responds 
Worldwide-UMCOR is sending supplies for over
seas relief efforts in Sudan, Azerbajian, Armenia, 
Haiti, Georgia, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. Support is 
needed toward the international shipping costs. 
Contain Your Joy Advance (UMCOR Shipping, 
UMCOR #982730). 

South Africa- UMCOR, assisting The Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa's Highgveld and 
Swaziland Drought Relief Program, is providing 
food, medical care, and water drums to people suf
fering from the effects of an intensifying drought. 
The program targets schools but also aids entire com
munities. (All Africa Drought/ Famine, UMCOR 
Advance #101250). 

United States-UMCOR continues to help the 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference, where the 
2006-2007 winter storms in the western Washington 
area necessitate a long-term recovery process. Mental 
health, spiritual care, building materials, utility assis
tance, and financial and business counseling are 
some of the services offered to residents, including 
those made homeless by the storms (Domestic 
Response UMCOR Advance #901670) . 

2008 UMCOR Calendar Available 
UMCOR's 2008 Calendar, Hands of Hope can be 
ordered on http / / www.umcorcalendar.org. 

DEATHS Grace Whetstone, retired missionary with 
14+ years of service in India, died June 25, 2007 .. . 
Ruth Erbele, retired missionary with nearly 30 years 

of service in Nigeria, died July 11, 2007 ... Ruth 
Hassing, retired missionary with 22+ years of service 
in Zimbabwe, died July 17, 2007 .. . Marianne Temple, 
retired missionary with 5 years of service in Sierra 
Leone, died July 23, 2007 ... Mary S. Lowry, retired 
missionary with 39+ years of service in Chile, died 
July 25, 2007 ... Marvin Coffey, retired missionary 
with 3+ years of service in Brazil, died July 21, 
2007 ... Virginia Leforge, retired missionary with 5 
years of service in Sierra Leone, died July 21, 2007 ... D. 
Powell Royster, retired missionary with nearly 12 
years of service iµ Costa Rica, died July 29, 2007 .. . Mary 
Lou Barnell, deaconess with 40 years of service in the 
United States, died July 31, 2007 ... Hugh N. Lormor, 
retired missionary with 3+ years of service in 
Myanmar (Burma), died August 25, 2007 .. . Charles 
Reynolds, retired missionary with nearly 7 years of 
service in India, died August 30, 2007 ... Ada T. Finley, 
retired missionary with 12+ years of service in India, 
died September 2, 2007 ... Jitsuko Reedy, retired mis
sionary with nearly 31 years of service in Japan, died 
September 4, 2007 ... Emma Ruth Osborn, retired 
missionary with nearly 38 years of service in the 
Philippines, died September 19, 2007 ... Mary I. 
Wisdom, retired missionary with nearly 12 years of 
service in Brazil, died September 28, 2007. 

Harmon Wray, an advocate for criminal justice 
and prison reform and a crusader against the death 
penalty, died of a massive brain hemorrhage on July 
24, 2007, at the age of 60. Wray was an articulate and 
courageous voice that spoke on behalf of incarcerat
ed people. Dr. Sushila Robinson, principal of 
Hawabagh Women's college, an MCI Institution for 
women's higher education and teachers training, 
died of a heart attack on August 3, 2007 at the age of 
62. Dr. Robinson supported the empowerment of 
women and was deeply concerned about the plight 
of marginalized people. 

Photo/Art Credits: 4-9- Shawn Bakker • 10--General Conunission 
on Ardtives and History • 11-Ken Thompson Files / GBGM • 12, 13 
(center)-Michelle Scott/ UMCOR • 13 (top and bottom)-Barbara 
Jacobsen • 14-18-Diane ].Allen • 19-KeithMumma/ ICC • 20 (top 
left), 21-Keith Mumma / ICC • 20 (top right) Carol 
HW1sberger / ICC • 20 (bottom)-ICC Ardtives • 26-Richard Lord 
• 27-Timothy Bias • 28-29-Mike DuBose/ UMNS • 30-33-David 
Malloy • 34-35-Eleanor Colvin • 36-(top) Richard Lord, (center) 
Chris Heckert, (bottom) Elizabeth (Brooke) Conklin • 39-Jodi 
Cataldo • 40-41-Richard Lord • 43 (left)-Kathleen LaCamera, 
(right)-Ewuce Arias • 44 (left)--Courtesy Cote d 'Ivoire United 
Methodist Church, (right)-Ron Whitlatch. 
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Irish Methodis t Pas tor Receives Queen's Honors 

Kathleen LaCamera is a United Methodist News correspondent based 
in England. 

Northern Irish pastor Gary Mason, a peace activist, was announced 
earlier this year as the 2007 recipient of Queen Elizabeth II's 
Member of the Order of the British Empire award for outstanding 
achievement while serving as a peace builder in the East Belfast 
Mission parish where he serves. The award was slated to be pre
sented during a special ceremony in the fall of 2007. 

Rev. Mason sa id that he is pleased for the recognition the 
award brings to the peace efforts of his parish and all who have 
been part of that ministry. 

He has worked for two decades to bring an end to internal 
violence in Northern Ireland where he served as a Methodist pas
tor to churches throughout Belfast during the turbulent years of 
"The Troubles" [30 years of periodic violence between Northern 
Ireland's nationalist and unionist communities] . Rev. Mason 
believes peace and stability can become a reality for Northern 
Ireland only when paramilitary forces (illegally-armed groups in 
opposition), responsible for much of the region's violence, are 
established as productive members of the mainstream of Irish 
society. He works through cross-community programs linking 

atholics and Protestants with paramilitarians. 
One of East Belfast Mission's community outreach projects is 

Skainos (Greek for tent or tabernacle), through which Mason 
pearheaded grassroots efforts to support the young, the old, and 

those whose lives have been rooted in violence for decades 
(Advance #14698T). 

Rev. Mason says, "You have to help people know there's a 
future with purpose and meaning for them. You have to replace 
the hate with something positive." He also says, "There is a 

whole psychological-pastoral need here." 

Tlze Ren Gary Mason 
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To Be in l\1ission Is to Receive Visitors 

Charlie Ivy is a former General Bon rd of Global Ministries 111issio11nr~ 

who rnrrently resides with his wife Dee in Alb11q11erq11e, New Mexico . 

ln the town of Lemoa, in a high mountain valley between Santa 
ruz de Quiche and Chichicastenango, Guatemala, 18 Maya 

women gathered for an all-day Bible study. The oldest woman 
wa !:> 44; the youngest was 16. Most of the women had wa lked 
miles to attend the gathering to learn how the Bible relates t 
them. Some even had carried their babies on their backs. 
Although they were more comfortable in their native J(j 'che' lan
guage, they spoke Spanish to other class participants and to 
Eunice Arias, their teacher and GBGM missionary assigned to the 
National Evangelical Primitive Methodist Church in Guatemala. 

During the opening devotional, the group read Galatians 3:28, 
in which Paul said that if we belong to Christ there are no longer 
any differences between us and all of us comprise a whole. When 
asked what they understood in the Scripture, the women said 
they understood that they, as women, are a valuable part of th 
whole . 

The study began in song accompanied by a guitar. Lesson 
books, Bibles, and pencils were given to participants. These spe
cial gifts indicated to the women that they are important and 
worthy and confirmed their understanding of the Scriptur 

During class, each woman was asked to open a cardboard box 
with a mirror inside its top to see the most 
wonderful of God's creation . They saw 
themselves. 

During a Bible study, 111dige11ous wome11 
of Guatemala explore Sen pl u re. 
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Cote d'Ivoire Annual Conference Develops a 
New Strategic Plan for Health 

M. Isaac Braune is conference communicator for the 
Cote d'Ivoire Annual Conference. 

The Cote d 'Ivoire Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church is developing a new strategic plan in health ministries . 
Global health will be presented as a denomination-wide area of 
focus during the United Methodist General Conference in April 
2008. 

The priorities of the plan are: abating malaria, tuberculosis, 
and HIV I AIDS; strengthening the Methodist Hospital in Dabou, 
Cote d'Ivoire by increasing the number of specialty medical 
departments in the hospital; acquiring up-to-date medical equip
ment; reestablishing a school of nursing; and establishing com
munity-based, primary health-care programs. 

At a workshop on global health care in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire, 
from September 20 to 21, 2007, representatives, including medical 
personnel of the Cote d'Ivoire Annual Conference, charged them
selves with analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the United 
Methodist health system in Cote d'Ivoire, reviewing existing health 
programs and planning health-centered activities. The details of the 
health plan are expected to be completed in six months. 

Prior to the workshop, Dr. Cherian Thomas, executive secre
tary for Health and Welfare Ministries of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, visited the Methodist Hospital in Dabou 
where he met with Dr. Therese N'Dri-Yoman, director general of 
Health of the Ministry of Public Health in Cote d'Ivoire. Dr. 
N'Dri-Yoman said that The United Methodist Church of Cote 
d 'Ivoire could help Cote d 'Ivoire meet national health-plan goals 
during its postwar reconstruction period. 

After the workshop, The Rev. Thomas said, "I see The United 

:-' ?"> 

~ Methodist Church of Cote d'Ivoire as a 
pioneer in global health work." 

The sign at the entrance of the United 
Methodist Hospital in Dabou lists the 
departments and services. 

Centro Latino: "Doing Jesus' Job" 
in the Immigrant Community 

Linda Beher is the former director of communications for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. 

The Rev. Ruben Mendoza, the pastor of Centro Latino Church of 
Broadway United Methodist Church in Council Bluffs, Iowa, says 
that one of his first tasks at Centro Latino was to help the Spanish
speaking immigrant members of his church overcome their sorrow 
at being separated from their families in Latin America. Rev. 
Mendoza had been invited to Broadway by the Rev. Marvin 
Ampriester, who recognized the need for outreach to the growing 
Hispanic population in Council Bluffs. 

According to Rev. Mendoza, there are about 6,000 Spanish
speaking residents in Council Bluffs. The town's proximity to the 
agriculture belt of Iowa makes it a prime location for meat-packing 
and food-processing plants and attracts workers wanting a better 
life for themselves and their families. Together, Centro Latino 
Church and Justice For Our Neighbors, a United Methodist 
Committee on Relief program serving immigrants, reach out to 
Latino communities. 

Centro Latino Church meets every Sunday at the Broadway 
United Methodist Church and serves the Latino community with 
social, health, and educational programs, child-care, domestic vio
lence counseling, and prison ministry. 

Mendoza is well-suited _for this ministry. He worked with the 
United Methodist Church of El Sembrador in his hometown, Rio 
Bravo, Tamaulipas, Mexico, and graduated from Juan Wesley 
Methodist Seminary in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. Before 
relocating to Iowa, he served two years as a pastoral counselor, 

~ 

operating a soup kitchen for impoverished 
children and developing special family 
ministries. 

The Rev. Ruben Mendoza 
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OFFICIAL UNITED METHODIST 

2008 Program Calendar 
Now 

Available! 
+ Eight convenient 

designs to choose from 
+ Great leader hip tool 
+ Features Global' Health 

To order by: 

Your Be t Source to find: 
+ Liturgical colors 
• Lectionary readings 
• Special Sundays information 
+ Addresses and phone numbers 

Order Your Copy Tod 

Telephone or to charge to your credit card call toll free : (888) 3 6-3862 
Online: www.umcom.org/store/ http :/lwww.umcom.org/store/ 
Fax: (615) 742-5499 
E-mail : csc umcom.org 
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HOPE FOR VULNERABLE 
FAMILIES FOR $179. 

In one family, the mother is a widow. In another, parents suf
fer with disabilities. UMCOR has already helped them build 
their homes in Afghanistan. Now UMCOR is ensuring they 
have what they need to thrive in their new communities. To 
these vulnerable famil ies, the gift of a pair of goats, at a cost 

of about $179, means the difference between having 
enough to eat and going hungry. The milk and wool sustain 
both health and income. Please give today. For $179 worth 
of goats, you 'll be sending a lot of hope to a family. 

UMCOR Advance #602225 Afghanistan Emergency 

BE THERE. BE HOPE. 

United Methodist Committee on Relief • General Board of Global Ministries • 475 Riverside Drive, Room 330, New York, NY 1011 5 • 800-554-8583 • umcor.org 
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