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ne day, you ~ake 

up and you realize 

you're not going home; 

you and your fellow refugees have 

been forgotten. The TV cam~ras, the 

aid agencies, and the UN have 

all moved on to the next crisis. 

You are still here, 

watching your children 

grow up as strangers 

to their own country ancl 

strangers in this one. 

United Methodist churches 

welcome the stranger. 
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Cover: Photo by Anneli Dufva, IKON/ ACT 
Interna tional. Rosa Amaya, displaced from her 
home in Colombia, has resettled w ith her family 
in the village of Tobia, Colombia. The family has 
built a house in Tobia, giving up hope of ever 
returning to their vi llage, where rebels have 
waged war with the government over the last 40 
years. Action by Churches Together supports the 
Evangelical Church of Colombia in its efforts to 
resettle displaced families. 

For in You My Soul Takes Refuge 
Refuge was a concept familiar to the Israelites of the Old Testament. 
After 40 years of wandering in the desert, Moses was told by God to 
"Speak to the Israelites, and say to them: When you cross the Jordan 
into the land of Canaan, then you shall select cities to be cities of 
refuge for you, so that a slayer who kills a person without intent may 
flee there. The cities shall be for you a refuge from the avenger, so that 
the slayer may not die until there is a trial before the congregation." 
(Numbers 35:10-12). 

Asylum was not just for the Israelites; it was extended to other res
idents and to the transient alien among the Israelites. There was a deep 
concern for people wrongly accused, people who cause accidental 
deaths, and the inevitable misunderstandings that arise when a fami
ly member is involved in a dispute. 

Those who seek refuge today are often fleeing certain death. They 
have committed no crime. They have lost property, livelihoods, and 
family members. They are caught in the swirl of a conflict, part of a 
race, ethnicity, or religion that is oppressed by those in power. Like 
David fleeing from King Saul, they seek refuge. 

Be merciful to me, 0 God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes 
refuge; in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, until the destroying 
storms pass by. (Psalm 57:1) 

Offering refuge to those seeking asylum has deep roots in the Judeo
Christian tradition. Giving refuge was so important that God com
manded Moses to designate cities of refuge on both sides of the Jordan 
River before the Israelites even entered the promised land of Canaan. 

Today, congregations continue this ancient practice of setting aside 
places of refuge for people who seek safety to live and work. Welcoming 
the stranger is an important tradition that extends the love of God 
beyond the familiar into the unknown, assuring all God's peopi.e of 
God's steadfast love. "For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; 
your faithfulness extends to the clouds," says David in Psalm 57. God 
provides refuge for the refugees, and sometimes that refuge looks just 
like a United Methodist congregation. 

Christie R. House 

[I To Give to the Advance: 

For United Methodists: Make out the check to your local church and write the Advance name and code number 
on the check. Give your gih to your church treasurer so that your local church and annual conference con receive 
Advance credit. Outside UM channels: Make the check payable to "Advance GCFA" with the project name and 
code number on the check. Send the check to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, GPO, New York, HY l 0087-9068. 
To contribute with a credit cord, coll 1-888-252-617 4. All Advance projects are also eligible for Supplementary 
Gihs through United Methodist Women's giving channels. Supplementary Gihs ore given through the UMW 
treasurer. The Women's Oivision will honor the designation. 
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by Nancy Lanman 

T
he Baltimore-Washington 

onfer n 's new bishop, 
John R. Schol, has chal
lenged conference mem

bers to change th culture of our 
ministries to reflect our values and 
vi ion as disciples of hrist. In our 
increa ingly complex world, it is 
important to view our lives and 
relationships through the lens of 
faith. Discovering the tory of God's 
presence in our lives and in the 
world, as the bishop would have us 
do, can yield urpri ing insights 
that can help us make a difference in 
disheartening circumstances. 

The refugee resettlement pro
gram of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
and it partner ministry, Justice For 
Our Neighbors GPO ), are two 
exciting examples of faithfu l disci
pleship, biblically grounded and 
alive in mission and ministry. Such 
discipleship can lead to transfor
mation, both in the lives of uproot
ed and migrating peoples and in 
the lives of the church volunteers 
who serve them. 

When we think of the p light of 
trangers-whether refugees, asy

lum seekers, migrants, or immi
grants-we may think of them as 
totally "other." But we share wi th 
them the same desires for a more 
secure life and for the well-being of 
our families. Using the texts and 
focal points shared by Bishop 
Schol, I invi te you to take a disci
pleship journey wi th vulnerable 
newcomers in our midst. 

Faith Celebration: Touched by 
God Th rough Worship 
You have made known to me the ways 
of life; you will make 111e full of glad
ness with your presence. 

(Acts 2:28) 

When we think of worship, the 
word "liturgy" also comes to mind. 

Both words relate to much more 
than what happ ns on Sundays in 
our churches. Liturgy literally 
means "the work of the people," 
that which we do every day and 
everywhere as the body of Chri t. 
The act of faith, e pecially for United 
Methodists, is both an inward and 
an outward joum y that begins 
within us but is then expressed in 
our relationships with others. 

Therefore, those who volw1teer 
on a refugee-rese ttlement task 

always with us, through us, and in 
us, as we share this Holy Corn
rnW'lion with others. 

Faith Connection: Transformed by 
God Through Relationship 
May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in har
mony with one another, in accordance 
with Christ Jesus, so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Romans 15:5-6) 

A refugee child at a UNI EF water point at Hassa Hisa Internally Displaced Persons 
(IOP) camp in Zalingei, West Darfur, Sudan . 

force to create a home and commu
nity connections for a refugee fami
ly are living a life of praise on behalf 
of God's people. Refugees have 
often fled war, persecution, civil 
W'lrest, or natural disasters within 
their own countries. In the same 
way, church volw1teers involved in 
the work of an immigration legal 
services clinic, hosted by their con
gregation, offer thanksgiving to 
God. They approximate God 's king
dom in the midst of our world's 
brokenness and alienation. Both 
acts of discipleship witness that we 
are a people who know that God is 

Living within the household of God 
in fellowship with other disciples 
transforms us for fellowship with 
God and God's larger family. But 
many of us may not fully under
stand all the ways this call extends 
beyond the confines of our churches 
and neighborhoods, or even our 
society and nation. In today's fright
ening world, where new dangers 
have invaded our borders in devas
tating ways, it is sometimes difficult 
to heed the model of Jesus, who 
sought those who were outcast, 
vulnerable, and despised. 

Within their congregations and 
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A ]FO legal volunteer (center) inter
views i111111igra 11 ts at tlie Hyattsville Legal 

linic in Maryland. ]FON assists i111111i
grants in navigating the legal system 
tlrrougli wlricli tlrey 111ust obtain legal 
i111111igration or ref ugee status and benefits. 

church fellowships, those involved 
in the work of Justice For Our 

eighbors legal clinics are able to 
m ee t immigrants, refugees, and 
a ylum seeker face to face. They 
hear their stories and thereby trans
form the frightening " them" into 
the "us" of fellow human beings 
marked by the image of God. 
Those who form a caring com
munity around newly rese ttled 
refugees-Christian, Jewi h, Mus
lim, or Buddhist refugees-offer 
the peace of Christ when it is most 
needed. The unity of God, in Christ 
and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, is fully revealed as the face 
of Christ in that of the stranger. 

Faith Development: Shaped 
by God Through Study and 
Spiritual Disciplines 
Be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern 
wlzat i · the will of God ... 

(Romans 12:2b) 

It is very human, and especially so 
in Western culture, to think that we 
have "covered all the bases." With 
o ur technology and abundant 
resources, w e feel in control. 
Without time for spiritual develop
men t through meditation, Bible 

tudy, and o ther spiritual reading, 
our own voices and group-think 
can easily m asquerade as that of 
the H oly Spiri t in our lives. 

A we enter d the 21st century, 
the need to reform our immigra
tion laws and public policy was 
not in dispute. However, in the 
wake of 9 / 11, laws were passed 
tha t ought to address the complex 
realities of immigration in a one
size-fi ts-all solution that tends to 
brand every would-be immigrant 
as a potential threa t to our nation's 
ecurity. What is sorely need ed is 

the assistance of the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, to guide us each in our 
time. In today's polarized and 
security-conscious world, we need 
to draw on our resources as an 
educated and ar ticulate people. We 
are members of God's household 

A Myanmar refugee at the Oundumia I 
camp in Bangladesh. More than 250,000 
Myanmars have fl ed persecution in the 
last 10 years. (UNHCR/A. Hollmann ) 

trained for advocacy on behalf of 
" the least of these." 

God is the whole and holy other 
who startles us out of the illusion of 
self-sufficiency. When we think we 
do not need each other, we shut 
ourselves out of God's kingdom 
and reject the Advocate's way out 
of our worst troubles. Our fa ith is 
tested most a t these critical margins 
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of our society. The immigration 
legal services and resettlement min
istries of local congregations pro
vide safe havens to some of the 
most at-risk people in our world. In 
these ministries, disciples are creat
ing a counterculture to the culture 
of distrust (an unfortunate result of 
real fear and ignorance). This coun
terculture is based on God's open 
hospitality and welcome. 

Faith Sharing: Led by God to 
Be a Witness 
Go therefore and make disciples ... 

(Matthew 28:19a) 

Faith can and should be a celebra
tion of our connections-with God 
and with each other-that strength
en and sustain, especially in times of 
greatest need. When people are in 
pain or face adversity in the form 
of danger and uncertainty in secur
ing life's basic needs, it is difficult 
to imagine their being able to 
understand the spoken Word of 
God. But it would not be difficult 
te imagine their powerful connec
tion with the Word of God as we 
live and carry it out. 

Those disciples engaged in 
resettlement ministries on behalf 
of uprooted people, who conduct 
intake interviews for immigrant 
clients awaiting legal counsel, 
form a connection that seeks to cre
ate a living and life-giving witness. 
To w itness to the saving Word of 
God is to give it voice and life 
when others can.not or will not. 
The saving Word comes in the 
guise of a new home, legal immi
gra tion s tatus, authorization to 
work, and the right to be a produc
tive member of our community 
and society. This sacred connection 
and our mindful upholding of its 
teachings keeps us all accountable 
and secure. 

The Rev. Nancy Lanman is Program 
Manager for Mission Development, 
Justice For Our Neighbors. 
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Laura 
Rampersad, 
coordinator of 
Grand Rapids 
JFON, stands 
outside First 
United Meth
odist Church's 
legal clinic 
with her baby. 

A PRICELESS DIFFERENCE 
by Danny Upton 

or ordinary Americans who enjoy a rela
tively safe existence and secure immigra
tion status, it is difficult to imagine others 
living within the borders of the world's 
most famous democracy who are subject 
to arbitrary and dehumanizing immigra

tion laws. Still more difficult to picture is the abuse 
and exploitation that vulnerable immigrants some
times endure, not only on their often perilous jour
neys from their homelands but also once they have 
arrived in what they thought was a safe haven. 

Abandoned in Vietnam 
Linh was born into a working-class family in 
Vietnam. Her father, the owner of a small shop, 
worked hard to support her, her mother, and her 
severely disabled brother. When her father was sud
denly killed in an automobile accident, her mother 
was unable to shoulder the responsibilities of earn
ing their living and caring for both children. Linh 

was sent to live with an aunt. She never heard from 
·her mother again. 

Although living with her aunt afforded Linh a 
happier and more stable life, after 10 years, her aunt 
and cousins decided to emigrate to the United 
States using the assistance of smugglers. Linh, who 
had been sent to a boarding school, longed to follow 
them. Abandoned and alone, she succeeded in per
suading one of the smugglers to arrange passage by 
agreeing to work for him once she arrived in the 
United States. 

At age 17, Linh began a three-month journey that 
took her to Europe and then to Africa. During this 
second stopover, her smuggler informed her that 
she would have to repay her debt by working as a 
prostitute in a Los Angeles bar frequented by Asian 
men. Linh realized that following her relatives to 
America would cost her much more than she had 
bargained for. 

She bravely continued her trip, stopping in three 
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more countries before making a final stop in 
Me ico. There her fortunes took an even worse turn; 
while crossing the Rio Grande, she lost all her doc
uments, including the contact information for her 
aunt, forcing her to rely totally on her smugglers. As 
she traveled with them, an acciden t occurred, 
killing one of the other immigrants. Thls final piece 
of misfortune brought her to the attention of the US 
police, who turned her over to federal immigration 
officials. They, in turn, transferred her to the cus
tody of a foster-care program for unaccompanied 
minors in Michigan. Here, her life began to turn 
around miraculously. 

A Place of Hope 
Linh was brought to the Justice For Our Neighbors 
immigration clinic of First UMC in Grand Rapids. 
Here, she became my client. I am a Regional 
Immigration Attorney / Church and Community 
Worker who provides the legal services of this vol
unteer-led ministry, part of a national network of 
congregationally based, pro bono clinics coordinat
ed by the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

Fortunately, Linh is eligible for benefits under 
the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection 
Act, one of the few positive provisions of current 

A QUEST FOR 
CITIZENSHIP 

immigration law. Under the provisions of thls visa, 
if victims of extreme forms of trafficking agree to 
assis t federal authorities in their ongoing investiga
tion of such criminal activities, they are eligible for 
a three-year residency, with the possibility of apply
ing for permanent residency three years later, and, 
in the next five years, naturalization. 

"Linh had several pressing legal matters to attend 
to the minute she arrived in Grand Rapids," notes 
Laura Rampersad, the coordinator of the JFON min
istry within the West Michlgan Conference. "The fos
ter-care program contacted JFON immediately. 
Danny Upton quickly identified the crucial matters 
and determined a plan of action, bringing together 
several government agencies to protect Linh and to 
prevent her from being deported." 

In a world of disheartening alienation and bro
kenness, we are reminded that, although there is 
much work to be done, we can make a priceless dif
ference in the lives of very vulnerable, wounded 
people in a very immediate way. 

Danny Upton is a Church and Community Worker serv
ing as an immigration lawyer with Justice For Our 
Neighbors (JFON) in the West Michigan Conference of 
The United M ethodist Church . 

by Shery 1 Winarick 

ustice For Our Neighbors impacts the lives of 
the immigrants we serve and strengthens our 
communities at the same time. In the first 
quarter of 2005 alone, we helped 15 eligible 
individuals within the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference apply for US citizenshlp. One of these 
is a woman named Carlota. Her story is unique. 

Carlota and her daughter Rose have been living in 
the United States legally for nearly 20 years. They are 
from Mexico. Rose is now a young professional, fluent 
in Spanish and English. She is a US citizen. Carlota's 
first application for US citizenship was denied because 
she could not speak or understand English-though 
not for lack of trying, we discovered. 

Medical Disability Waiver 
Proficiency in English is one requirement for 

becoming a US citizen. Applicants must also 
demonstrate an understanding of US history, civics, 
and government. Carlota has studied for the natu
ralization exam for years, but try as she may, she 
just cannot learn English. Her casual shrugs and 
laughter do not rude the pain of her failure . She 
clearly understands some words, and occasionally 
she lights up recalling the answer to one of the 100 
practice civics questions, but Carlota has a medical 
condition that severely impedes her ability to learn. 

Carlota was referred to Justice For Our 
Neighbors by her doctor, who participates in a com
munity health program offered by Johns Hopkins 
Medical Center in Baltimore. He knew that there 
was a medical disability waiver for the English and 
civics requirement, and he believed Carlota should 
qualify. He explained that Carlota was in a coma as 
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, a child because of a severe trauma to 
l her head, and now she suffers from 

clinical depres ion. She is unable to 
concentrate for extended periods of 
time and has difficulty retaining 
details, specifically because of her med
ical condition. 

Waiver Denied 
We helped Carlota complete a new 
application for naturaliza tion, which 
we submitted along with an applica
tion for a medical-disability waiver of 
the English and civics requirements. 
Carlota went to her naturalization 
interview alone. The supervisor denied 
her waiver application because she 
determined that Carlota was proficient 
in English. She reached this conclusion 
because Carlota nodded her head and 
repeated words that she recognized. 
Carlota was totally confused, but her 
daughter asked them to reschedule her 
civics test (which she would have to 
take in English), so that her lawyer 
could be present. 

I have met with Carlota many times, and I speak 
Spanish. I know that Carlota does not understand 
English. I know how she nods her head in an 
attempt to demonstrate that she is trying. Although 
she knows some words, she cannot put together 
sentences. She could never pass the civics exam in 
English. She would not even understand the ques
tions, so how could she answer them? At her sec
ond interview, I revisited the waiver application 
with the interviewing officer. He insisted that 
Carlota would have to take the civics exam in 
English because the supervisor already denied the 
waiver application. "May I please speak to the 
supervisor? I am not trying to be difficult, sir, but I 
would be remiss if I did not provide my client with 
the most zealous representation possible . She 
deserves this waiver." We touched his human sensi
bilities. "I would hope that my lawyer would do the 
same for me," he responded. 

Sworn In 
We finally convinced the supervisor that Carlota's 
nods did not signify comprehension. She waived 
the English requirement. But she insisted that the 
doctor's diagnosis addressed only Carlota's inabili
ty to learn languages, and not her ability to retain 
facts. Carlota had to take the civics exam, albeit in 
Spanish. Her daughter would translate. 

/FON staff Michael Cruse (top left to right); his client Carlota 
Verdego; Pastor Fidel Compress; Carlota 's daughter, Rosalyn 
Vera; and /FON attornei; Sheryl Winarick. 

We returned to the same interviewing officer, 
and he s emed pleased with our progress. Instead 
of generating a random collection of civics ques
tions from the computer, he handed us a sheet with 
all 100 questions. He had highlighted the 10 least 
complicated. Carlota had to answer 6 of those cor
rectly. One by one, her daughter recited the ques
tions in Spanish. "What are the colors of the 
American flag?" Carlota said, "Red, blue, white. " 
Her wrinkled brow and the look of encouragement 
in her daughter 's eyes told me they had spent many 
hours at home together preparing for this moment. 
She answered five correctly, two incorrectly. "Where 
does the president live?" Carlota struggled for a 
moment, and then smiled, "In the White House." 

Congratulations, Carlota. You can now be sworn 
in as a citizen of the United States. In this instance, 
there is no denying the impact Justice For Our 
Neighbors had on the life of one individual. She and 
her daughter are eternally grateful. 

Sheryl Winarick is an attorney at Justice For Our 
Neighbors, Baltimore-Washington region . 
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The alien who resides wit/1 you shall be 
to you as the citizen among you; you 
slial/ love the alien as yourself, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am 
the Lord yo11r God. 

(Leviticus 19:34) 

T
he United States is a coun
try of immigrants whose 
stories have shaped our 
history. Immigrants from 

around the world seeking new 
lives and safety have found their 
way to our shores and borders and 
become a vital part of this nation 
and its culture. As a result, the 
United States has long been seen 
as a nation of exemplary hospitali
ty that welcomed the world's 
most vulnerable people. Christians 
embrace Hebrews 13:2, which 
teaches us to welcome strangers 
because they might be angels, or 
even Christ, among us. 

Homeland Security 
However, since September 11, 2001, 
we have begun to close our doors to 
immigrants, refugees, asylum seek
ers, and migrants as part of our 
efforts to increase our "homeland 
security." Thi is reflected in laws, 
presently in effect or being consid
ered, and government practices 
that target specific populations, 
while leaving other populations 
almost untouched. 

The US Patriot Act, which 
passed shortly after 9 /11, gives 
broad power to the government to 
arrest, incarcerate, and deport 
immigrants (both documented and 
undocumented) in the interest of 
homeland security, without having 
to detail the reasons for these 
actions. This has resulted in the 
breakup of hundreds of American 
families . Loved ones have been 
deported, often without warning. 

The US refugee program was 
shut down completely for months 
following 9 / 11 and is only now 
beginning to rebound. Unfortu-

nately, although the Bush Admin
istration agreed to admit 70,000 
refugees in fiscal year 2004, the 
budget allowed for the admission 
of only 43,000. Unless additional 
funding is allocated, refugees will 
remain in their camps ·or urban 
locations until 2006 or, possibly, as 
in the case of those who were 
ready to travel in 2001, will never 
be resettled. Although it is true 
there has been fr?ud in refugee 
identification, it is often the case of 
a desperate refugee wanting to 
include a "family member" who is 
not a blood relative in a family that 
is to be resettled. Ties between 
refugees and terrorism have not 
been documented, but the pro
gram has suffered in the name of 
national security. Less than one 
percent of the world's refugees are 
ever resettled-and that percent
age is shrinking. 

Asylum seekers have been 
forced to flee persecution because 
of religion, race, ethnicity, political 
opinion, or membership in a social 
group. However, their situations 
make it necessary for them to trav
el immediately to another country 

to ask for asylum. According to 
international law, this is a legal 
action. Once in a safe country, 
they are to be given an opportuni
ty to apply for asylum. Since the 
Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act 
(IIRAIRA) was passed in 1996, asy
lum seekers have risked expedited 
removal and detention upon enter
ing the United States. If they ask 
for asylum on arrival at a port of 
entry, the immigration officer makes 
what very well might be a life or 
death decision. If the officer does 
not believe immigrants have 
grounds for asylum, they are imme
diately deported to their home 
countries-which can result in per
secution or death. If they are permit
ted to stay, the US immigration 
process sends asylum seekers to a 
Department of Homeland Security 
detention center to seek asylum 
from behind bars. Although they 
have committed no crime, they are 
put in prisons or prison-like deten
tion centers with criminals or with 
immigrants who have criminal 
convictions. Often, prison condi
tions for asylum seekers are inferior 

Death is the risk faced by many Mexicans who try to cross the border into the United 
States to seek work. Many are "unknown" and buried in graves such as this one marked 
with a teddy bear. 
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to prison conditions for US citizens 
who have committed crimes, 
because asylum seekers do not have 
the same rights as citizens. 

First, the refugees must prove 
they have a pressing need for asy
lum. The government provides no 
legal assistance. Pro bono attor
neys help as much as po sible, but 
the great majority of asylum seek
ers never see an attorney. 

It is very difficult to receive asy
lum. According to a 2005 study by 
the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, 
only 2 percent of incarcerated asy
lum seekers are granted asylum, 
compared to 25 percent of those 
who seek asylum but are not incar
cerated. The process requires hav
ing proof of a "well-founded fear 
of persecution" if re turned home. 
In May of this year, the 109th 
Congress passed the Real ID Act, 
wh ich was a ttached to a 2005 
emergency supplemental spend
ing bill. It will make it almost 
impossible for a person to receive 
asylum. Among other very diffi
cult requirements, asylum seekers 
will have to prove the "central rea
son" for the persecution . For exam
ple, a woman would have to prove 
that she was raped for reasons per
taining to her asylum claim, not 
simply because the persecutor felt 
like raping her. If she could not do 
so, she would be refused asylum. 

In addition, asylum can be 
denied if a person is deemed to 
have supported a terrorist organi
zation . Someone who gave a ter
rorist group money demanded 
under duress to save a family 
member's life would not be able to 
access the asylum system because 
he or she had, by that action, sup
ported terrorism. The present asy
lum system, if used effectively and 
systematically, screens out persons 
without valid asylum claims. The 
Real ID Act increases the obstacles 
to asylum and affec ts migrants by 

increasing the militarization of our 
southern bord er through more 
fencing and increased numbers of 
Border Patrol agents. 

Undocumented Immigrants 
Immigration reform is becoming 
one of the leading immigration 
issues. Legislation will result in 
sweeping changes for undocu
mented immigrants, who make up 
a vital part of the workforce, par
ticularly in entry-level jobs in the 
US agricultural and service indus
tries. Immigration reform and a 
path to legalization are bringing 
together churches, businesses, and 
labor unions, which recognize the 
importance of migrants and are 
seeking to make certain that immi
gration reform has high standards 
that protect the United States, its 
citizens, and immigrants. 

A large part of the advocacy 
community is working for immi
gration reform that would legalize 
deserving undocumented immi
grants and provide a path to citi
zenship; reduce family backlogs 
and guarantee family unity; guar
antee job mobility and worker 's 
rights; and propose a program for 
future migration. 

Legalization does not mean 
amnesty. Any number of condi
tions could be placed on access to 
legalization. For example, legaliza
tion could be open to workers who 
have been here for a designated 
time period, paid taxes, and other 
specified qualifica tions. 

Family unity is a cornerstone of 
our society, and it is most impor
tant that workers and their fami
lies be able to stay together. There 
are current backlogs in our system 
that prevent families from being 
together for many years. 

One positive section of the Real 
ID Act removed a cap on the num
ber of asylum seekers able to 
adjust to permanent status each 
year. This will reduce the backlog 
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An iconic depiction of Christ behind 
barbed wire. ("Cristo Mojado") 

and help family reunification . 
Once asylees become legal perma
nent residents, they are permitted 
to make applications for close fam
ily members to join them in this 
country. 

Workers should be able to 
change jobs when circumstances 
warrant and receive the same labor 
p rotections as US workers. Pres
ently, immigrant workers are easy 
to exploit. They have no worker 
benefits and often their immigra
tion status forces them to continue 
to work in substandard conditions. 
Government statistics show that, 
rather than take jobs away from 
US citizens, immigrants help to 
increase the number of jobs avail
able by their p resence in our 
economy. 

Immigration Reform 
The development of a new worker 
visa system, which will permit 
workers to enter legally, is very 
important. Migrant workers are 
crucial to the US economy and 
lifestyle. However, it is important 
that they be allowed a visa that 
offers an opportunity for seasonal 
migration, should they choose to 
return to their countrie when the 
work season is over, or an oppor-
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tunity to stay and become integrat
ed as productive legal residents. 

ontrary to popular belief, not 
all peopl want to r main in the 
United States. In fact, large num
bers of immigrants return to their 
countrie of origin each year. Many 
migrant workers would greatly 
prefer to do seasonal work, return
ing to their homes and families for 
the winter season and coming back 
the next season. Urlfortunately, the 
militarization of the border be
tween the United States and Mexico 
makes it almost impossible for the 
migration cycle to continue, and 
workers who risk death in the 
desert to come here to work must 
remain here. Presently, the fence at 
our southern border results in the 
death of at lea t one migrant per 
day. Migrants are crossing our bor
ders for the same reasons that many 
of our current citizens' ancestors 
did, to find work that provides a 
better life for their families. 

Although the fence along our 
southern border was constructed 
to keep out undocumented work
ers, it has not done so. Big business 
continues to recruit workers south 
of the border; so workers continue 
to come, traveling through ever 
more dangerous parts of the 
desert. Unfortunately, it is the 
worker who are punished and 
deported. Less than 2 percent of 
businesses hiring undocumented 
workers are fined or penalized. 
Immigration reform should result 
in a migration system that is fair 
and just and recognizes migrant 
workers' value to this country. 

The administration has consid
ered a worker 's visa that would 
permit mployment for three years 
and renewal for another three 
years, after which the worker 
would have to leave the country 
permanently. But some argue that 
this would merely encourage 
undocumented people to remain 
here without status, since many 
workers, having had families and 

laid down roots in the United 
States, would not wish to uproot 
themselves and return to their 
countries, joble s and with no 
future . Rather, advocacy groups 
are seeking workers ' visas that 
would be b neficial to the workers, 
the businesses, and the United 
State and put an end to the d aths 
at the sou them border. 

As a side note, although we are 
fencing in our southern border, the 
northern border is basically open, 
with easy access for persons choos
ing to enter the country. This raises 
many questions, especially as immi
gration reform and the actions to 
end terrorism have been focused on 
refugees, asylum seekers, migrants, 
and certain immigrant populations. 
In the meantime, the immigration 
visa systems, which permitted the 
majority of the 9 / 11 terrorists to 
enter the counq-y, remain basically 
the same. 

Including the Stranger 
It is crucial that our borders remain 
secure. However, there seems to be 
a move to exclude groups selec
tively that is not necessarily based 

'/{ " ... \" 

on whether they are a threat to our 
security. This selective exclusion i in 
direct opposition to the biblical man
date to provide hospitality to the 
stranger. It neglects the scriptural 
teachings that widows, orphans, 
and aliens should receive protection, 
welcome, and care. 

We are instructed to trea t the 
stranger as we treat our citizens. 
As followers of Jesus, himself a 
refugee asylum seeker, we are 
called to extend to the alien the 
same hospitality that was extend
ed to Mary, Joseph, and Jesus 
when they sought asylum in 
Egypt. We have to protect our coun
try's borders and at the same time 
open the borders of our hearts and 
our minds to see Jesus in each 
stranger 's face. As they look back at 
us, they too are looking for the face 
of Jesus, who said in Matthew 25:40 
(paraphrased), "Whatever you did 
to the least of these, my sisters and 
brothers, you did to me." 

Joan M. Maruskin is the Washington 
Representative for Church World 
Service Immigra tion and Refugee 
Program. 

Prayers are offered at a San Diego, California, beach. The wall prevents 111igm 11ts fro 111 
getting into the United States. The skulls on the letters represent 111igra11ts who died tn;
ing to cross the US border. 
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I Was a Stranger and You 
Welcomed Me - zn Many Ways 

Since World War II, United 
Methodist congregations have pro
vided caring communities ready to 
welcome refugee families to their 
new homes. Refugees have suf
fered grievous losses of homeland, 
family, friends, and community. 
Many find their adjustment to a 
new way of life smoothed by the 
friendship, care, and guidance pro
vided by church sponsors or con
gregations ready to reach out to 
them in other ways. 

Last year, the United States 
admitted 52,826 refugees for reset
tlement. Each adult refugee met the 
international and US definition of 
the word "refugee" -having a well
founded fear of persecution if 
he or she returned home-and each 
met the additional requirements of 
the US Refugee Program. Refugees 
came from Sudan, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, Rwanda, Burundi, Somalia, 
Iran, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Russia, 
Burma, Laos, Colombia, and Cuba. 
This year, it is hoped that funds will 
be approved to permit at least 
50,000 more refugees to be resettled. 

The majority of arnvmg 
refugees join relatives already 
resettled here, but their family 
members of ten lack the resources 
with which to provide for the new 
arrivals. The responsibility then 
falls on the local affiliate offices of 
the resettlement agency (Church 
World Service Immigration and 
Refugee Program is the agency 
with which the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief works in 
resettlement) and on local church
es, whose hospitable outreach and 
variety of responses and resources 

by Susan Wersan 

Carol Stott of St . Andrew's United Methodist Church takes children to the c/w rch's 
preschool while their mothers attend English as a Second Language (ESL) classes. 
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help make a difference . Youth 
groups have offered some of the 
innovative contributions cited in 
this article. 

The power of the resettlement 
ministry lies in refugees, and 
church member , getting to know 
one another and appreciating the 
gifts everyone has to offer. Local 
churches that offer full sponsor
ship may gain not o.nly a broader 
world view and insight into the 
plight and values of others but also 
a new sense of mission, congrega
tional cohesiveness, and mission 
experienced face to face . When 
nonsponsoring congregations con
tribute through d onations and 
volunteer services that p rovide 
personal contact w ith refugees, 
they can enjoy the kind of grace
filled moments experienced by 
sponsoring churches whose inter
action with refugees is ongoing. 
But refugees and the local affiliate 
offices that serve them are thankful 
for all the thoughtful and mean
ingful donations made by local 
churches. 

Refugees Want to Learn 
One of the first challenges facing 
most refugees is the need to learn, 
speak, and write English . Usually 
the local affiliate places refugees in 
English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes. Sometimes women 
at home with small children may 
lack the opportunities their spous
es have to learn English . Child care 
is needed to enable women with 
young children to a ttend classes. 

The Refugee Task Force in Des 
Moines under Iowa's Refugee 
Coordinator, Muriel Griffin, has 
helped to revive ESL classes for 
refugee women. The classes are 
free, and the students are provided 
with transportation and child care. 
Presently, many of the students are 
w idows from Afghanis tan or 
women from Sudan, Vietnam, or 
Cambodia. One graduate of the 
p rogram, an _Afghan mother 
whose husband was murdered by 
the Taliban (his body left on her 
doorstep), learned to speak 
English in two years. She now 
works as a cook in a downtown 

Sudanese refugee, Ka/tum, smiles at her daughter, Anna, at a child-care program. Child
care is essential for refugees and immigrants seeking legal and other services in the 
United States. 
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club. The ESL classes are part of 
Hawthorne Hill, a multiservice 
agency supported by the Iowa 
Annual Conference, local busi
nesses, and o ther church and 
UMW groups. 

Attempting to meet refugees' 
often intense desire for higher edu
cation is a challenge. St. Paul UMC 
in Louisville has contributed cre
atively and generously to fund a 
Refugee Youth Internship at 
Kentucky Refugee Minis tries 
(KRM), the local Church World 
Service affilia te office. The purpose 
of the gran t is to give refugee 
youth who wish to fur ther their 
education a chance to explore 
career op tions while balancing 
study and paying tuition and liv
ing expenses. At present, Asmir 
Terzic, a refugee from Bosnia, is 
fi lling an intern position. He is 
planning to a ttend Spalding 
University, where he has received 
a soccer scholarship . 

Christ Church United Metho
dist in Louisville (which has also 
sponsored several refugee fami
lies) has established a scholarship 
fund for refugees. A large church, 
it held an offering for the Refugee 
Scholarship fund last October and 
raised $8000. Currently, the schol
arships enable tw Sudanese 
youth, Abraham Bul and Ajaangm 
Ajack, to attend two different col
leges in Kentucky as full-time stu
d ents. Abraham Bul used his 
money to attend classes a t the local 
community college while he 
worked fu ll time. When he had 
accumulated enough hours to 
transfer, he received scholarship 
assis tance from Lindsey Wilson 
College, a Methodist-supported 
college in Columbia, Kentucky. 
The college president helped him 
work out a financial package. 

Smaller congrega tions can 
m ake con tributions also. When 
Phyllis Fye, Refugee Coordinator 
in North Central New York, real-

15 



16 

Minnesota Council of Clwrc/1es and First Christian Church in Minneapolis sponsored a"Shoe Spree. " Payless Shoe Store in St. Paul, 
Minnesota offered shoes and socks to Myanmar children at a 30 percent discount. 

ized how desperately the Sudan
e e youth resettled in Syracuse 
wanted an education, she worked 
with several local churches to 
arrange for a large jar to be placed 
at the back of the church on two 
selected Sundays in the year. The 
jars labeled "Education for Sudan
ese Refugees," were collected after 
each service and provided the 
beginnings of a fund for the 
refugees . 

Giving "Things" 
Most Americans have "things" in 
abundance, so giving refugee fam
ilies furniture, kitchen equipment, 
and clothing can be rewarding for 
donors and recipients alike. Local 
refugee affiliate offices faced with 
the arrival of several refugee fami
lies in quick succession appreciate 
quality donated items. If donations 
can be delivered, so much the bet
ter. (If the items are somewhat 
exotic, it is wise to call first to be 
sure that they can be used.) 

Nondenominational Northeast 
Christian Church in Louisville 
learned a lot about refugees and 
the Kentucky Refugee Ministries 
(KRM) affiliate office when one 
of its church members gave a car to 
a Sudanese family. The two fami
lies became friends. As a result, 
a giving relationship developed 
between the church and KRM. Lee 

Welsh, the affiliate sponsor devel
oper, reported, "At Christmas 
time, the church collected over 700 
beautiful warm coats that we gave 
to refugee clients-who then dis
persed them to the larger refugee 
community through their refugee 
associations." 

Equipping refugees for cold cli
mates can be a special challenge. 
To help families who do not have 
church sponsors, the Minneso ta 
Council of Churches (a Church 
World Service affiliate) and First 
Christian Church in Minneapolis 
organized a "Shoe Spree. " In 
February, 20 refugee children from 
Burma were able to buy new shoes 
and socks from Payless Shoes on 
University Avenue in St. Paul. 
Volunteers from the church helped 
the children select shoes, and 
Payless provided a 30 percent dis
count on all purchases-including 
those made by the volunteers! But 
best of all, the youth of the 
Disciples of Christ conference 
raised enough funds so that the 
children were able to "purchase" 
socks and a pair of shoes at no cost 
to them. 

Donations of furniture can be 
difficult to collect, but this did not 
faze Muriel Griffin, the United 
Methodist Conference Refugee 
Coordinator for Iowa. Learning 
that the resettlement agencies in 
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Des Moines were expecting 
between 300 and 400 refugees in 
the coming year, mainly from 
Liberia and Sudan, she contacted 
local churches and pulled together 
a refugee task force from 13 local 
churches-about half of the United 
Methodist churches in Des Moines. 
These included a Korean, a largely 
African American, and an AME 
Zion congregation. With so many 
refugees arriving and needing to 
set up homes, furniture was a 
pressing need. The task force 
members relayed the needs to their 
churches and were able to gather 
together seven truckloads of furni
ture, home furnishings, and other 
donated supplies to give to the 
resettlement agencies. 

Space, Transportation, and 
Welcome Kits 
When Grace United Methodist 
Church in Dallas no longer needed 
its roomy two-story parsonage for 
its pastor, it became the home of 
the Church World Service affiliate 
office-Refugee Services of Texas, 
with a staff of 12. Grace UMC does 
not hesitate to loan out its 12-seat 
passenger van to Refugee Services 
of Texas when refugees need to be 
picked up from the airport. 

Manlius United Methodist 
Church in Syracuse uses its van 
on Sunday mornings to bring 
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refugees living in downtown 
Syracuse to its wor hip service. 

The women of Rowlette United 
Methodist Church in Texas present
ed Refugee Services of Texas (RST) 
in Dallas with 30 individual toil try 
kits for men and women, in individ
ually sewn, drawstring bags. 

Monetary Donations in 
Appreciation 
Twenty-five years ago, Thou and 
Oaks United Methodist Church in 
California sponsored the Tang 
family from Cambodia. The family 
members flourished, received their 
educa tion, and are now prosper
ing. Every five years since their 
arrival, the family-the children 
now grown and with children of 
their own-hosts the former mem
bers of the church 's Refugee 
Committee a t a dinner in apprecia
tion for all that the church did for 
them. This year, on the 25th birth
day of the sponsorship, Thou and 
Oaks decided it would like to 
honor the family by making a gift 
to the Global Refugee Response, 
Advance #982540. Other refugee 
needs remain to be met-refugees 
from Chechnya, Turkey, Sudan, 
and Nepal. Contributions to the 
Global Refugee Advance project 
enable UMCOR to respond to 
these needs as they arise. 

A Project for Youth 
In search of a mission project that 
would meet its desire to visit a big 
city, the Youth Ministry Team (aka 
"Fishy Friends") of First Sturgis 
United Methodist Church, South 
Dakota, drove 800 miles from 
Sturgis to Minneapolis. They visit
ed the refugee office of the 
Minnesota Council of Churches 
(MCC) and heard a presentation 
by its director, Joel Luedtke, on the 
Hmong refugees currently being 
resettled in the area. The group 
then headed off to shop for items 
to make a Refugee Welcome 

Basket. They returned some time 
later hauling several large storage 
bin . The team had $350 to 
spend- raised from car washes 
and the sale of hand-painted chef's 
aprons. They visited dollar and 
other bargain stores to buy sup
plies on the list- linens, toiletries, 
and kitchen items-as well as 
some not on the list. Clea Beck, the 
youth-team leader, reported, "The 
youth felt that a pi?:za cutter was 
essential, as refugees would surely 
soon apprecia te this inexpensive 
American staple." The Dollar Store 
proprietor, learning about their 
mission, contributed $50 worth of 
goods. 

Elk River United Methodist 
Church in Minnesota is 35 miles 
outside Minneapolis. Its congrega
tion decided its members could 
best connect with a Somali family 
by providing a · Welcome Kit, a 
project of the Minnesota Council of 
Churches. The congregation spent 
the winter gathering blankets, pil
lows, dishes, and toiletries to 
equip an apartment for a family of 
eight with essential household 
items. The family members wrote 
to the church expressing their 
thanks. They saw the kit as a sign 
of the generosity and hospitality of 
Minnesotans. 

Bibles for Refugee Detainees 
Gloria Whilby serves as the United 
Methodist representative on the 
board of the Church World Service 
(CWS) office in Miami. Board 
members are encouraged to report 
the needs of the refugees to their 
churches. As part of her outreach 
to ga ther clothes and food for 
arriving refugees (many from Haiti 
and Cuba), Gloria encourages her 
church, Fulford United Methodist 
Church, to preserve a corner in its 
bulletin to register the needs of 
refugees. This bulletin section is 
also used to report news of the 
refugee program. 
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Church World Service operates 
the Religiou Services Program at 
Krome Detention Center in Miami, 
where asylum seekers and immi
grants are held. Gloria ga thers 
Bibles and devotional materials to 
help sustain detainees during long 
hours of tedium and isolation from 
the outside world. 

Volunteering for Refugees 
Volunteer time can be a highly val
ued gift. Mary Lynne Ziegler, a 
member of Springdale Presbyter
ian Church in Louisville, became 
hooked on refugee work when her 
church sponsored a Liberian fami
ly. ow she commits several hours 
of volunteer time a week to organ
ize the goods donated to the 
Kentucky Refugee Services office. 
She packs all the apartments for 
the refugees who arrive without 
church sponsors. Lee Welsh, spon
sorship developer in the affiliate 
office said, "She's a godsend, not 
to mention a thrifty shopper with a 
keen eye for bargains." 

For more ideas, see the 
Bulletin Inserts on pp. 45-46. 

Susan Wersan is the Executive 
Secretary for Refugee and Immigra
tion Minis trif'S, United Methodist 
Committee on Relief 

Cuban refugees, who nre rendy to relocate, 
will be transported to the bus station in n 
Grace United Methodist Clwrc/1 vnn . Se 
Seng Lnbyn (bnck, fnr right) of Refugee 
Services of Texas nwnits their departu re. 
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CAN YOUR CONGREGATION SPONSOR A REFUGEE FAMILY? 

United Methodist churches that sponsor refugee families for resettlement in the United States through the UMCOR 
refugee program must be situated within a 100-mile radius of a Church World Service affiliate office. States that have 
refugee resettlement offices are listed below. 

If your congregation does not meet this requirement, see Susan Wersan's article on p. 14 for other ideas about 
how to help. There are lots of ways to support refugees in the United States. 

ARIZONA 
Lutheran Social Ministry of the Southwest 
Phoenix, Arizona 

CALIFORNIA 
St. Anselm's Cross Cultural Community Center 
Gorden Grove, California 
St. Anselm 's Cross Cultural Community Center 
Sub-Office of Gorden Grove 
Los Angeles, California 
Opening Doors, Inc. 
Center for New Americans 
Sacramento, California 

COLORADO 
Ecumenical Refugee Services, Inc. 
Denver, Colorado 

CONNECTICUT 
Episcopal Social Services Inc. 
Interfaith Refugee Ministry 
New Haven, Connecticut 

FLORIDA 
Church World Service/IRP 
Miami, Florido 

GEORGIA 
Refugee Resettlement and Immigration 
Services of Atlanta 
Decatur, Georgia 

ILLINOIS 
Interfaith Refugee & Immigration Ministries (IRIM) 
Chicago, Illinois 

IN DIANA 
Exodus Refugee/ Immigration, Inc. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Refugee Services of South Bend 
Sub-Office of Indiana 
South Bend, Indiana 

KENTUCKY 
Kentucky Refugee Ministries, Inc. 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Kentucky Refugee Ministries, Inc 
Sub-Office of Kentucky 
Lexington, Kentucky 

MARYLAND 
VCC/New Windsor Refugee Reselllement Program 
Sub-Office of VCC 
New Windsor, Maryland 

MICHIGAN 
Programs Assisting Refugee Acculturation (PARA) 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

MINNESOTA 
Minnesota Council of Churches 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

NEBRASKA 
Heartland Refugee Resettlement, Inc. 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Heartland Refugee Resettlement, Inc. 
Sub-Office of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Interfaith Refugee Resettlement Program 
Concord, New Hampshire 

NEW JERSEY 
PRIME/ECR-NJ Sub-Office 
Highland Pork, New Jersey 

To support refugee resettlement ministries in the 
broadest sense, give to Advance #9B2540, 
"Global Refugee Response." See poge 2. 

Church World Service Affiliote Offices 
If your congregation is located near one of these 
affiliate offices and you wish lo receive more 
information about how lo sponsor a refugee 
family, contact: 

Susan Wersan 
Executive Secretory for Refugee and Immigration 
Ministries 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
475 Riverside Dr., Room 330 
New York, NY 10115 
Phone: 212-B70-3B07 
E-mail: swersan@gbgm-umc.org 

NEW YORK 
Journey's End Resettlement Services, Inc. 
Buffalo, New York 
Catholic Family Center, Refugee Resettlement Program 
Rochester, New York 
lnterreligious Council of Central New York 
Refugee Resettlement Program 
Syracuse, New York 
Refugee Resettlement Office 
Sub-Office of Syracuse 
Binghamton, New York 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas, Inc 
Greensboro, North Carolina 
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Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas, Inc. 
Sub-Office 
Hickory, North Carolina 
Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas, Inc. 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

OHIO 
Community Refugee and Immigration Services (CRIS) 
Columbus, Ohio 

OREGON 
Sponsors Organized to Assist Refugees (SOAR) 
Portland, Oregon 

PENNSYLVANIA 
PRIME/Ecumenical Commitment to Refugees 
Clifton Heights, Pennsylvania 
Lancaster Office 
PRIME/ECR Sub-Office 
Lancaster Pennsylvania 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas, Inc. 
Sub-Office of Greensboro, North Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina 

TENNESSEE 
Bridge Refugee Services, Inc. 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Bridge Refugee Serv1ces Inc. 
Sub-Office 
Bristol. Tennessee 

TEXAS 
Refugee Services of Texas 
Austin Sub-Office 
Austin, Texas 
Refugee Serv1Ces of Texas Inc. 
Dallas Texas 
Refugee Services of Texas, Inc 
Ft. Worth Sub-Office 
Forth Worth, Texas 
Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston 
Interfaith M1nrstnes Refugee Services 
Houston Texas 

VIRGINIA 
Virginia Council of Churches 
Refugee Resettlement Program 
Richmond Virginia 
VCC. H !WO rg el nt P r 
Sub Offic of VCC 
H r ~ , rq 

WASHINGTON 
lnterchurch Refugee nistries 
Seo le, Washington 
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1 REFUGEES FIND 
PEAC~HOPE 
IN NEnRASKA 
story and photos 
by Paul Hadley 

Sokiri Swana Wan i Kose, age 44, 
and h is w ife, Puru Legge Sule, 31, 
left Sudan nearly five years ago, 
trading battl efi~lds, fa mine, and 
economic uncertainty for the hope 
of a p eaceful future. 

"The 20-year war in Sudan has 
meant that people have scattered 
everywhere," Sokiri says. "Puru 
was pregnant, and we wanted a 
better life where there w as n o 
bombing." 

Sokiri speaks the dialect of his 
ancestors ' Bari tribe, as well as 
Arab ic, the language of centuries
old commerce in Africa. H e was a 
farmer, tending crops of maize, 
bananas, and m angos in southern 
Sudan . Raised as a Ca tholic in a 
nation where Ch ristians account 
fo r less than 5 percent of the p opu
lation, Soki ri also received a formal 
education and learned English as a 
young m an . 

He married Puru, and life was 
good, even with political troubles 
and possib le persecution just over 
the horizon . Then governm ent 
forces and rebels from the Sudanese 
People's Libera tion Movem ent 
(SPLM) began vying fo r control of 
lands rich both in agricultural 
p romise and petroleum . 

Sold iers took over hi s farm, and 
he and Puru were forced from their 
home. They moved to a refugee 

Born in a Syria n refugee cnmp, Sudanese twins Lado and Kose were resettlerl with tlwir 
paren ts in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

settlement in Dam ascus, Syria, 
where their tw in sons, Lado and 
Kose, were born in 2000. After four 
years of waiting, the family was 
invited to m ove to Lincoln, 
Nebraska. Church World Serv ice 
arranged transp ortation from the 
refugee camp, and Lincoln's Christ 
United Methodist Church mem
bers did the res t. 

Welcoming and Affirming 
The Kose fa mily fl ew to America 
ea rly in September 2004, ju st 
before the twins' fourth birth d<1y. 
They were greeted a t the airp ort by 
well-wishers from the church . But 
that d elegation represented only 
p art of the many w ho were work
ing beh ind the scenes, said Senior 
Pastor Jay Vetter. 
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Pastor fay Vetter (bottom center) and the Taha family (clockwise from bottom left) Ali, 
Sazan, Hazan, Bahazad and Bayan Mohamed, and Karzan . Bahazad and Bayan 's oldest 
child is attending the University of Nebraska. 

Back in the 1970s, members 
helped a family from Vietnam 
immigrate to the United States. 
Eight years ago the congregation 
volunteered to sponsor more 
refugees. The people of Christ 
UMC created a task force whose 
members varied in age and back
ground but were unified by a com
mon purpose-to bring some 
peace to those in need. 

In the ensuing years, they 
worked with the Heartland Refugee 
Resettlement Office of Church 
World Service to help several fami
lies relocate from trouble spots to 
the relative calm of the American 
Midwest. 

"While it's important to raise 
money for worthy causes, it's a 
blessing when you can see that 
what you do is obviously helpful. 
Through the resettlement program, 
we have gotten to know people 
from Iraq, Afghanistan, Bosnia, and 
now from Sudan, and to see posi
tive changes in their lives," said 
Pastor Vetter. 

Task Force in Action 
Before the refugees arrive, teams 
locate a suitable apartment, 
arrange for transportation, and 
plan for special medical or nutri
tional requirements. English les
sons or contact with other refugees 
from their country may also help 
them adjust. 

Some on the task force cleaned 
the modest, two-bedroom apart
ment where the Koses would live. 
Others stocked the pantry and 
made arrangements for financial 
assistance. Christ UMC paid the 
deposit and first month's rent. 

"The story of the Good Samar
itan in essence says someone 
reached out to help someone who 
was different," said food commit
tee member, Pam Williams. "Part 
of our journey of faith is to reach 
outside of what's become comfort
able for us, to assist people from 
other cultures." 

Pam searched the Internet and 
other resources for recipes of typical 
Sudanese meals, and then she 
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stocked the ingredients. "It was fun 
putting the grocery list together, 
and shopping later with Puru 
showed me her sense of humor. 
Even though she didn't yet know 
much English, we did really well 
with hand signals and drawing pic
tures while makillg sounds of cows 
and chickens to represent 'Do you 
want beef?' or 'Is this enough chick
en?' We laughed and laughed." 

Wheels of Change 
In America, a car can mean the dif
ference between getting a job or 
doing without. Chris Sommerich 
and Steve Williams volunteered to 
teach Sokiri Kose to drive. 

"Last winter, he was walking or 
riding a bike several miles to his 
late-shift job at the ConAgra meat 
processing plant when it was 
freezing cold outside," said Chris. 
"That's something you don't want 
to do for very long." 

Kase learns how to ride a bicycle on tlie 
street outside his new home. 
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Next, the Koses needed an 

affordable car. Pam and Steve sold 
their la te-1980s Volkswagen Jetta 
to Sokiri-for $1. Now he proudly 
poses for photos beside the ilver 
sedan and points out that his 
monthly rent includes a garage. 

"Everybody really want this 
family to succeed," Chris added. "I 
saw Sokiri as a peer because I have 
a child the same ag~ as his chil
dren. Being involved was fun, but 
it also helped me realize how for
tunate I am. For these families to 
leave a refugee camp and go some
place where they have no connec
tions whatsoever, then to just tack
le things head on and do right by 
their kjds-I greatly admire that. 
For me, it's very inspirational." 

Making Adjustments 
How are the Kose family relatives 
doing back home? Sokiri carefully 
chose his words. "According to the 
agreement between the SPLM and 
the government, they are now 
agreed for the peace, and some of 
the people who went to Uganda 
and eas'tern Africa are coming back. 
It is better now, and things are again 
becoming available. I still have 
some family in the Sudan, and 
sometimes I am able to call them." 

One afternoon, Sokiri showed 
the pastor some paperwork that 
said his request for assistance had 
been delayed. Then Pastor Vetter 
told Sokiri that the conference was 
appointing him (Pastor Vetter) to 
another church. With a voice of 
disappointment, Sokiri quietly 
pleaded with his advocate, "Where 
is the hope in America, the land of 
dreams?" 

Later, Pastor Vetter said, "Many 
of the frustrations that families 
have to deal with involve all the 
layers of rules and red tape. Each 
of the families we've sponsored 
has gone through a period of disil
lusionment until these roadblocks 
are overcome. 

"Sokiri got a job relatively soon 
after he got here and was working 
40 or 50 hours a week and making 
pretty good money. So, a lot of the 
government assistance he was get
ting was cut back. But then his 
employer reduced his hours to 
only 20 to 24 hours a week. To 
restart some of that financial assis
tance, he has to go back through 
the bureaucracy, which can be a 
slow, slow process. _When he first 
started working at ConAgra, 
Sokiri was able to mail part of his 
paycheck back to Sudan." 

But giving up isn't a considera
tion, not after coming so far. 
They're attending a Catholic 
church in their neighborhood, and 
Puru has landed a job in house
keeping at the Embassy Suites 
hotel, where a co-worker speaks 
Arabic. Sokiri is teaching English 
and arithmetic to his family, and 
Lado and Kose are enrolled to 
begin kindergarten in the fall at the 
nearby elementary school. 

They're making adjustments, 
making do. 

Reflections from Another Family 
Bahazad Taha appreciates the 
ongoing support his family has 
received over the years from Christ 
UMC. The Tahas are Kurds from 
the Iraqi city of Zhako, which is 
less than a dozen kilometers from 
the Turkish border. Bahazad was 
an RN working in a hospital for an 
American company. During the 
Hussein dictatorship's purge of 
Kurdish families in northern Iraq, 
the Tahas fled their homeland in 
search of political asylum. 

The Christ UMC congregation 
helped Bahazad, his wife, their five 
children, and his mother-in-law 
move from Guam to Lincoln more 
than eight years ago. Four more 
family members came from Iraq a 
year and a half later. 

"They did so much for us-the 
cooking and cleaning, and letting 
us stay in a farmhouse until our 
house was ready, and then helping 
us apply for a green . card and 
social security," says Bahazad. "We 
are thankful, and we like Nebraska 
because it isn't too busy and we 

The Koses are met nt the airport by n embers of Christ United Methodist Chu rch. 



The 1nlins liv11or ]ny n11d Mnuree11 Vetter whose son fins been deployed to Irnq. 

don' t need to be afra id to let our 
kids go outside." 

The Taha children have re tained 
their cultural her itag . Pastor 
Vetter d ubs Bahazad ' neighbor
hood "Little U " because many 
immigrant fa milie live nea rby, 
includ ing other Iraqis. The chil
dren have also become somewhat 
Westernized , enjoying American 
fashions and rooting for favorite 
professional basketball teams. The 
oldest child is a ttendin g the 
University of Nebraska. 

By many measures, the Tah as 
are succeeding; yet, as an asylee 
(ra ther than a refugee), Bahazad 
seems to encounter more red tape 
in his pap erwork. Although he 
was specially trained as a surgical 
nurse, the proof of his education 
and work experience was lost in 
the chaos of today' Baghdad. A 
re lative has tried more than once to 
loca te those records but so far has 
had no luck. So Bahazad works as 
a teril ization teclu1ician at Bryan 
LCH Med ical Center in Lincoln 
while a ai ting verifica tion that he 
can be an RN in America . 

He's also applied for US citizen
ship and passed the test. He's been 
waiting for months for his na tural
ization ceremony to be approved 
and scheduled. 

"One of the mo t meaningful 
things that a congrega tion can do 
when it sponsors a family is to 

become ad vocates for them in all the 
bureaucracies that they will have to 
deal with," said Pastor Vetter. 

A clus ter of rem ote controls 
rests near the family's entertain
ment center, linking the Tahas via 
satellite to television broadcasts 
from around the globe, including 
two Kurdish channels. They s tay 
in touch with their overseas fa mi
lies and, fo llowing the overthrow 
of Saddam Hussein, have been 
able to visit Iraq. 

Bahazad quickly demonstra ted 
that he understood much more 
about the Christian faith than Pastor 
Vetter, an ordained minister, knew 
about Islam . "It's certainly opened 
m y eyes," Pastor Vetter said. 

"In m y country, we are all 
brothers," Bahazad said . "We don 't 
see a difference between this is 
Muslim and this is Christian and 
this is Jewish, this is Catholic and 
this is Protestant. We had friends 
all over the city, and we did not 
discuss religion. If Jay is Christian 
and I am Muslim, we don 't look for 
these differences. If you see a 
neighbor wh o needs help, yo u 
need to do every thing for him 
because in th Qur'an and in the 
Bible, they talk about being good 
neighbors. You do something for 
God , not for yourself-we grow in 
this way." 

Accord ing to Pas tor Vetter, 
Christ UMC has made a consciou 

effort to embrace and appreciate 
the cultural and religiou differ
ences of their guest families, 
instead of trying to convert them. 

"I was reluctant to get involved 
at first. I remember thinking, 'I hope 
we don't get some Arabic family,' 
because I had some unfortunate 
misconcep tions . Wouldn't you 
know it, the first family was Sunni 
Muslim, and another family was 
from Afghanistan. I've learned that I 
better be careful what sort of preju
dices I express because I'll probably 
have them challenged! It's a way 
God's helping rn.e grow p r onally 
and professionally. These experi
ences have profoundly changed 
how I view other cultures." 

Reaching for Tomorrow 
Pastor Vetter, Christ UMC mem
bers, and the families have formed 
strong bonds during their associa
tion. "The grea test hope I have is 
for their children," Pastor Vetter 
said . "Those who've immigra ted 
want their children to have oppor
tunities that may not have been 
available because of circumstances 
where they were. Sponsoring fam
ilies and welcoming them is a very 
meaningful way to · take seriously 
Matthew 25, where Jesus said, 'Just 
as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my fam
ily, you d id it to me.' This is ac ting 
out that passage in a way that's 
very personal.:' 

Sokiri Kose says: "My hope 
now, as I am here in America, i for 
my kids to learn English to build a 
better future. But no ma tter, every
where it is the same: If you hope 
for something, you will get better. 
You can control your !if for the 
good if you belie e." 

Paul Hadley, a for111er newspaper 
reporter, works as a public relations edi
tor at a Li11co/11 , Nebraska, /10spital. He 
is active in his local cl1urc/1 and several 
co111111 unity-service orga 11 izatio11s. 
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WELCOMING THE 
WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL MISSION PERSONNEL 

, 

God's . Universal Call 
to Missionary Service by Jahn Nuessle 

An international missionanJ is 
commissioned. I :zlllllllm-

T
he signs of God's mis
sion can be seen in the 
international nature of 
the United Methodist 
missionary community. 

The United Methodist Church now 
flourishes in countries where it has 
not had a significant presence 
before, as well as in new venues for 
proclaiming the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. As opportunities have 
grown, the General Board of Global 
Ministries has become increasingly 
aware of the unique opportunity 
United Methodists ha e in this mis
sionary age to engage persons to be 
in mission from everywhere to 
everywhere, as signs of God's pres
ence in the world. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age. (Matthew 28: 19-20) 

A Divine Call, a Human Response 
Mission service begins as a personal 
response to a divine calling. This is a 
theological truth that has been 
passed on through 20 centuries of 
missionary activity. God has always 
called and God's people have 
always responded from every place, 
creating a church with a global per
spective as its essence. The General 
Board of Global Ministries is a 
means by which this worldwide 
connection is in mission together, as 
an agency faithful to its Disciplinary 
mandate rooted in the missionary 
tradition of John Wesley. 

People of all ages from many 
places have heard God's call and 
respond with a desire to be in full
time mission service through the 
General Board of Global Minis
tries. Today they serve in over 60 
nations, in programs ranging from 
preaching and teaching to provid
ing food and economic develop
ment and setting up community
based primary health-care net
works. Faithful disciples want to 
be involved in witnessing to their 
faith and furthering the cause of 
Christ by proclaiming the gospel 
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in ways that allow it to be heard 
and heeded by all persons. These 
faithful servants are not only from 
the United States, but also from 
United Methodist central confer
ences and autonomous churches 
around the world. The General 
Board of Global Ministries enables 
God's mission to move from every
where to everywhere as mission 
personnel are being recruited from 
and sent to the ends of the earth, 
beginning in each of our home 
"Jerusalems" (cf. Acts 1:8). 

Mission Personnel Strategies 
The current strategies for moving 
with God's mission into the future, 
by recruiting and equipping mis
sion personnel, involve three key 
elements. 

Christian mission, a universal 
call of the gospel, is a responsibili
ty for all people. It transcends 
geography and traditional patterns 
of financial support. Each individ
ual's response to that call is a gift 
to the whole church. 

A strong commitment to this 
gospel-based mission requires 
expansion of th opportunities to 

co11ti1111ed 011 page 26 
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"I visit families who 
have nothing to eat, 
who do not even 
have hope, which to 
me is the saddest 
part of life. I am 
committed to mak
ing a difference in 
their lives." 
-Maria Tereza 

"Teca" 
Greathouse, mis
sionary, Brazil 

"'Here I Am, Lord!' is an excellent peek 
into the lives of our missionaries and 
the people they serve. This video pro
vided a life-transforming moment for 
me as I saw how young men experience 
joy in learning auto-mechanics skills, 
taught by a missionary, Emmanuel 
Barte, in Cambodia." 

HE 

- The Rev.Joseph L. Crawford Sr., 
secretary of global ministries, 
North Georgia Conference TI-IE UNITED· 

"We don't have a CT scan 
here. I never had done 
brain surgery without CT 
scan. As I scrubbed, 
I prayed, 'I hope my 
covenant churches are 
praying for me right now 
because, otherwise, 
I know this won't be suc
cessful: And [by] Sunday, 
the patient was up, walk
ing. Amazing. That's 
faith!" 
-Dr. Elma jocson, 

missionary, Nepal 

Agriculturalist •. • u 
Historian .•• Mecha 

Preacher •. • s 
Radio Ev . S 

These are 
See them at work in " 

celebrating the Adv 
The DVD is included in 

mailed to eve 
Ask your pastor 

Call the Advance office: 

Visit the Advance 

This DVD contains more than 200 m· 
easy-to-use menu items for: 
+ Church school classes and other age 

ministries 
+ Finance and missions committees 
+ Minutes for mission before taking a 

offering for the Advance 
+ New-member and confinnation classes 

'"Here I Am, Lord!' is a call to di 
proud to be a United Methodist!" 

- The Rev. Susan Keim Kester, c 
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"I try to model what Christ 
would do and what Christ 
would say to my students. 
It's very rewarding to see God 
at work in their lives. 
I learn from my students every 
day. It's so fulfilling to go to 
bed at night, knowing some
thing I did helped someone to 
grow a little closer to God." 
-Mark Smallwood, mission-

ary, Red Bird Mission, 
Beverly, Ky . 
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with Grace LLC, and clergy member, Texas 

"I'm happy to be a mis
sionary because first 
of all, I am a pastor. 
I'm very happy when I'm 

. taking care of people. 
- I'm very happy when I'm 

preaching. I'm very 

"The DVD helped me to 
understand covenant rela
tionships. I learned how 
United Methodist mission 
changes lives. I liked the 
focus on individual mis
sionaries-truly Advance 
gifts in action. Now my 
campus ministry wants to 
raise money to support a 
missionary!" 
-Rachel Birkhahn-

Rommelfanger, student, 

happy when I'm teaching. 
That's my life, and I like it." 
-The Rev. Mutwale 

Ntambo wa Mushidi, 
missionary, Tanzania 

American University, Washington, D. C., 
and young adult co-chair, North Central 
jurisdictional Division on Ministries 
with Young People 
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continued fro m page 23 

be in service, by both indigenous 
and expatriate Christians, to serve 
in every area of the world in which 
The United Methodist Church has 
relations. It also seeks new loca
tions and missional directions in 
exis ting regions. 

proclamation. United Methodists 
have always had prophetic voic
es-calling out in the wilderness
as signs of compassion in the pres
ence of a suffering world. 

United Methodist central confer
ences and autonomous Methodist 
and Methodist-related churches all 
over the world. We invite you to 
support the work of these unique 
representatives of God's universal 
call to mission service. 

The gospel knows no bound
aries, geographic or cultural. We 
are called by God to witness to our 
faith and seek peace through jus
tice and reconciliation . In these 
tasks, we find meaningful forms of 

We have rich opportunities to 
support our missionary communi
ty in life-giving and life-proclaim
ing mission activities. Currently, 18 
percent of the United Methodist 
missionary community comprises 
persons whose homes are outside 
the United States. They come from 

The Rev. John E. Nuessle is the 
Executive Secretary for Support 
Services and Itineration in the Mission 
Personnel Program Area of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

The Covenant Relationship Program of Missionary Support 

The Covenant Relationship Program enables United 
Methodist congregations to surround all mission 
personnel with love and prayer. The program helps 
congregations understand the context in which their 
covenant missionaries serve the country and its peo
ple, culture, traditions, and religious life. The pro
gram includes all the people mentioned in the fol
lowing articles, regardless of their country of origin 
or service. 

This mutual relationship calls for the church to 
participate in the missionary's work through finan
cial and prayerful support. In turn, covenant mis
sionaries share firsthand experiences of working in 
God's Mission with their church. The relationship, or 
covenant, is the strength of the program. 

Through this program, both congregation and 
mission personnel promise to enter into an ongoing 
and dynamic relationship with one another. 
Whether they are geographically near or far away, 
members of the local church and the missionary they 
support agree to communicate regularly, to uphold 
each other in prayer, and to meet face to face when 
the missionary itinerates. Missionaries covenant to 
communicate with supporting congregations by let
ter at least three times per year. The funds that a 
congregation gives for a Covenant Relationship sup
port the work of all United Methodist missionaries in 
the name of one or more missionaries. 

A congregation establishes a Covenant Relation
ship when it agrees to contribute $2500 or more per 
year (or at least $3, $4, or $5 per member per year 
as a beginning commitment for a small membership 
congregation) . You are encouraged to move toward 
the full $2500 commitment as the relationship with 

the missionary becomes stronger. If a missionary is 
married, the covenant is considered to be with both 
members of the couple, regardless of which mission
ary's Advance number is used. What is important is 
the ongoing, supportive relationship that develops 
between the congregation and missionary, regardless 
of the amount of financial support. 

In addition to this Covenant Relationship Program, 
the General Board of Global Ministries also welcomes 
support from individuals or churches outside the 
United Methodist connection. Please indicate the mis
sionary's name and Advance code number and send 
gifts directly to: 

Advance GCFA 
P.O. Box 9068, GPO, New York, NY 

10087-9068 

For more information, or to participote in the 
Covenant Relationship Program, please send your 
local church name and address and your name and 
address to: 

Office of Covenant Relationships 
General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, Roo• 320 

New York, NY 10115 
Phone: 212·870·3797 

E·•all: covenant@gltg•·u•c.org 

For more information on United Methodist mission 
personnel, visit us on the worldwide web at: 
http://gbgm-umc.org/mp. The Covenant Relation
ship link is on the left side margin of this web page 
and the Missionary Biographical Statements listing is 
on the right side. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY I AUGUST 2005 

("Daybre 
children 

"Oh, 
roundup 
year-old 
streets fc 
Vitya a 
Georgi. I 
out the 
nanichki 
where w 
have tim 
I need rn 

Three 
who we1 
were bac 
hit us a 
we prom 
prepaid 1 
only ha\ 
willcomi 
stantly a 
ness of 
the stree 

My 
Lovelace 
izen. I w 
The UMi 
to Bill Le 
pastor fr, 

Caring f 
Of the 1 
children 
50,000 li 
Ukraine. 
our stree 
theneigr 
We have 
children 
day, we. 
and you 
Yotmges 



here is every
one today?" I 
asked as I 
walked into 
our Dosvi tok 

("Daybreak") day center for street 
children in Kiev, Ukraine. 

"Oh, there was another police 
roundup today," said Lyuda, a 13-
year-old girl w ho has been on the 
streets for three years. "They got 
Vi tya and Dima, Tolya, and 
Georgi. But I got away. I jumped 
out the back window of the 
nanichki (literally "night place") 
where we were taying, but didn' t 
have time to get my shoes on. Now 
I need new shoes." 

Three days la ter, the four boys 
who were caught in the roundup 
were back a t the center. "They just 
hit us a little and then let us go if 
we promised to buy one of them a 
prepaid m obile phone card . But we 
only have a week, and then they 
will come looking for us." I am con
stantly amazed at the resourceful
ness of the children surviving on 
the streets of this city of 3 million. 

My name is Helen Byholt 
Lovelace and I am a Norwegian cit
izen . I was ordained as a deacon in 
The UMC in Norway. I am married 
to Bill Lovelace, a United Methodist 
pastor from the United States. 

Caring for Children in Distress 
Of the 140 to 200 million homeless 
children in the world, 20,000 to 
50,000 live in Kiev, the capital of 
Ukraine. "Daybreak" is the name of 
our street children's center in one of 
the neighborhoods at the city's edge. 
We have contact with more than 75 
children at any given time. Every 
day, we work with 15 to 25 children 
and youth up to 18 years old. The 

The children are not on the 
streets by choice but have ei ther 
been rejected by parents who don ' t 
want them or can't afford them, or, 
for some of them, their life a t home 
is so abusive that even street life is 
p referable. 

Our work with these children is 
a bridge between life on the streets 
and a stable family environment. 
Our drop-in day center begins to 
build structure into their lives. 
They have to show up at a certain 
time if they want breakfast or 
lunch, they cannot sniff glue or 
smoke cigarettes on the premises, 
and there are certain activities they 
must participate in if they wish to 
stay all day. But ·there are no pre
requisites for getting food, cloth
ing, or medical care. 

Prayer, Bible study, and other 
forms of Christian education are 
part of the daily program. Two to 
three times each week, a teacher 
comes to give them lessons in basic 
subjects. Gradually, the children 

begin to change and many ask us 
to find them a place to live. 

We then try to help them recon
nect w ith their parents, if the home 
environment is safe, or place them 
in a good children 's home. As a 
result of our efforts, more than 30 
children have moved back wi th 
their parents or relatives or have 
been placed in caring institu tions. 

Helen and Bill Lovelace serve as 
GBGM missionaries in the Ukraine. 

youngest child is six years old. Bill Lovelace, Oksana Abramskaya of the Daybreak Center, and Helen Lovelace. 
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y name is Chung 
Suk Song. I am a 
pastor married 
to Hyung Ran. 
We met while I 

was working as a volunteer mis
sionary in Youth with a Mission. 
God has blessed us with three chil
dren: Hyeri (11), Jihoon (10), and 
Hekyung (7). They were all born in 
Kenya . 

My wife and I originally came 
from South Korea, but we have 
been working with the Pwani 
Synod of the Kenya Methodist 
Church since 1997. Our mission 
office is located at Wesley Com
munity Church in Mombasa. 

Our main objective is to preach 
the gospel in rural areas, and, to 
that end, we have based our activ
ities in Kwale District, a predomi
nantly Muslim area . We have 
managed to start relationships 
through activities such as digging 
bore holes for drinking water, 

opening preschools, and showing 
Christian films . We've opened 
churches in Ukunda and Bundini 
in the Kinango area. 

Our daily routine is to reach out 
to the local community: encourag
ing the converted, preaching in the 
church, and providing necessities 

Hyung Ran, Chung Suk, and their chil
dren, Hyeri, Hektjung, and Ji/won. 

Kenyan women travel a rural road carn;ing wares in the traditional manner. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY I AUGUST 2005 

like water and food for the poor. 
The main obstacle we face is acces
sibility, since the roads are general
ly poor and impassable during the 
rainy season. 

It is fulfilling to see a change in 
people's attitude toward Christ
ianity, along with the development 
ot'local community. Initially, it was 
quite a challenge to reach the co~
munity with the Good News m 
their local languages, such as 
Kiswahili and other · tribal dialects. 
Now we can speak Swahili quite 
fluently and communicate effec
tively. We thank God for the 
many people who have turned to 
Christianity and we rejoice most 
recently in our ministry with the 
youth. I have encouraged them to 
accept our mission and many 
youth have started to respond 
positively toward mission work. 
There is much potential in new 
Christians who wish to fulfill 
God's mission in Kenya . 

The Rev. Chung Suk Song and Hyung 
Ran, from the Methodi t Church in 
Korea, serve as GBGM missionaries in 
Mombasa, Kenya. 
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would like to share with 
you the work that I do as 
coordilmtor of the Integra
ted Community Health 
Program in Latin America 

and the Caribbean. 
Health is a fundamental human 

right. It is not just the absence of ill
ness. When we talk about health, 
we mean more than medicines, 
vaccines, or hospitals. Health 
involves other aspects of life, such 
as adequate housing, basic hygiene, 
a creative education useful to 
community life, balanced nutrition, 
jobs, spirituality, and recreation. 

We seek to understand what it 
is to be human: men and women in 
their environment, valuing their 
own resources and skills and 
respecting their cultural practices 
as preventive and healing re
sources. The community should be 
responsible for obtaining and 
maintaining its own good health. 

Leadership Training 
One of the objectives of the 
Integrated Community Health 
Program is to train community 
leaders and professionals in mar
ginalized urban and rural areas of 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 
We follow the model of the inte
grated community health program 
developed in Jamkhed, India. We 
established pilot projects in 
Venezuela, Guyana, Guatemala, 
Colombia, Bolivia, and Brazil. 
Participants in the pilot programs 
have encouraged us to intensify 
the work of preparing health pro
moters and community leaders. 

At the beginning of the pro
gram, we trained personnel from 
the community: professionals and 
technicians from Latin America 

and the Caribbean were · taken to 
Jamkhed, India . Then we estab
lished an interdisciplinary and 
itinerating advisory committee 
with volunteer professionals in 
Latin America. These dedicated 
professionals share their knowl
edge in the workshops but also 
devote time to the preparation of 
materials, supporting local and 
national projects. Since 1998, we 
have trained more than 2000 peo
ple from different countries. 

Sons and Daughters of God 
As my ministry involves constant 
travel from one country to another, I 
always remember John Wesley's 
words, "The world is my parish." 
Working in different contexts and 
cultures has allowed me to discover 
a God who has no skin color, speaks 
many languages, does not make 
exceptions of people, and is present 
in every comer of the world. 

Eluzinete Pereira Garcia 
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Belize 
Venezuela 
Guyana 
Guatemala 
Colombia 
Bolivia 
Honduras 
Argentina 
Ecuador 

Panama 
Dominican 

Republic 

The most meaningful experi
ences I have had are while helping 
people who don't know how to 
read or write. We help people in 
our workshops discov~r that they 
are valuable to God, with great 
potential and a wide variety of 
skills. At the end of each work
shop, I notice a difference in their 
faces, behavior, and attitudes . 
They have a new confidence when 
they talk. They feel that they are 
sons and daughters of God. 

To preach the Good News, we 
should not be closed in but should 
go out to the people, so that all 
human beings can encounter Christ. 

During the course of my mis
sionary training, a teacher said: "To 
be a missionary is only to love; if 
you have the ability to love, the 
other things will be provided by our 
Lord." This is my prayer to my Lord 
every day: "Teach me to love." 

Eluzinete Pereira Garcia is a GBGM 
missionan; and Coordinator of the 
Integrated Health Program for Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

Translated by Marta C. Figueroa 
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am the Rev. Priscilla Legay 
J aiah, a missionary assigned 
to Ghana for ministry with 
re gees. Born and raised in 
Liberia, I did not attend a 

Methodist mission school. I re
ceived my Bachelor of Theology 
from Gbarnga School of Theology 
and m y Master of Divinity and 
Master of Social Work from the 
Interdenominational Theological 
Center and Clarke Atlanta Univer
sity, Atlanta, Georgia, respectively. 

In 1995, after completing my 
graduate studies, I applied to the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
for missionary service. I was 
assigned to Ghana to work in 
refugee ministry and as a Drug 
Abuse Peer Counselor. 

I provide pastoral leadership at 
the Buduburam and Krisan United 
Methodist churches, where I coordi
nate and promote a skills program 
for refugees, women, youth, and 
children. What I love about ministry 
w ith refugees is their zealous 
refusal to give up. They strongly 
hope that things will get better, and 
their willingness to learn new mar-

A bove: Funds donated by the Women's Division of 
the General Board of Global Ministries facilitated the 
set-up of a grade school in Buduburam refugee cn111p, 

Ghana. Center: Priscilla faiah 
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ketable skills has emp wered them. 
There is no joy as great as eeing 
women and young adults with 
smiles after they've completed a six.
month course in computer training, 
sewing, or pastry making. 

Challenges: Health 
Ministry with refugees has its chal
lenges; maintaining good health is 
first and foremost. The death rate 
is high in the refugee community, 
especially among young people 
and children. Just finding a meal 
every day is very difficult for 
them. Liberians believe that the 

Lord will pro
vide for their 
needs. 

Educational 
Needs 
Attending col
lege and high 

school is a high priority for most of 
the Liberian children in the two 
refugee camps. The youth see a 
college education as a way to end 
the cycle of war, corruption, and 
poverty in Africa. My challenge is 
to find sch olarships for grade 
school, high school, and college 
students. It takes $500 per semester 
to sponsor one college student and 
$100 a year for a high school stu
dent in Ghana. 

Repatriation, Resettlement, 
and Reintegration 
The United Nations High Comm
issioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
has started repatriating the 
Liberian refugees back to Liberia, 
since there is relative peace in the 
country now. 

The r fugees have to provide 
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shelter and food for their families. 
Because the war destroyed lives 
and property, these refugees have 
no place to which they can return. 
Neither the UNHCR nor the gov
ernment of Liberia has any housing 
or food programs for the returnees. 
Returning refugees need assistance 
to build local homes; otherwise, 
they will still be refugees in their 
own communities. · 

Micro-loans, income-generating 
projects, agricultural and livestock 
programs, and gardens help the 
returning refugees earn an income. 
Economical empowerment means 
success in many other aspects of life. 

Pray that the children of Liberia 
will be able to attend school, that 
parents will have homes and 
income to support their children, 
that all Liberian refugees will be 
able to return to Liberia within two 
years, and that the October elec
tions in Liberia will be peaceful. 

The Rev. Priscilla Jaiah , a GBGM 111is
sionary from Liberia, serves the 
Budubura111 and Krisan refugee ca111ps 
in Ghana, Wes t Africa. 
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am Lamberto R. Valino, an 
ordain d pastor from the 
Philippines. Presently, I am 
working w ith my wife, 
Angelita, in a minis try to 

foreign seafarers ir~ Kanagawa, 
Yokohama, Japan. 

One of the mos t important 
aspects of our ministry i visiting 
the crews on the ships and assess
ing the onboard situation and the 
sailors' em otional and mental 
sta tes as they continually transport 
goods. Ninety p ercent of the 
world 's m aterial necessities are 
still shipped by sea. Crews work 
despite the dangerous conditions 
of life a t sea, despite their loneli
ness, extended separa tions from 
their families, and the isolation of a 
seafarer 's life. They perform an 
important service for humanity. 

it. We are presently doing.outreach 
ministry to a local church in 
Yokohama to e tabli h an interna-
tional community church. Sched
uled to speak once a month to this 
church , I give my message in 
English, which is translated into 
Jap anese by the p as tor of the 
church . 

Although the focus of our mis
sion is concentra ted on seafarers, 
we have made it a principle to 
accept invita tions from local 
churches to speak and sing gospel 
songs in English and in our native 
language (Tagalog) . The songs are 
translated into Nihongo (Japanese 
d ialect) so tha.t everyone can 
understand them. 

We have to expand our field of 
endeavor because we believe that 
sailors are not the only people who 
carry a heavy burden. Many 
Japanese have to undergo similar 
hardships, despite their general 
wealth and the economic progress 
of their nation . To find life in all its 

Japan 

( 

fullness, in the midst of our bro
kenness, we must reach out with 
caring to others, especially to peo
ple in need . The more we share 
our lives with others, the more we 
receive abundant life. (Para
phrased verse from Mark 8:35) 

Lamberto and Angelita Valina, from 
the Philippines Central Conference, 
serve as missionaries in Yokohama, 
Japan. 

Angelita and I are part of the 
Associ'a ti on for the Seam en 's 
Mission, which is a KYODAN
rela ted church organization. The 
KYODAN is an umbrella organiza
tion of Protestant churches in 
Japan. We are also working in con
junction with the Apostleship of 
the Sea and Flying Angels, an 
organization run jointly by 
Catholic and Anglican churches. 

Our da y- to-day visits w ith I 
sailors have taught us to bridge the j 
multicultura l, interfaith communi
ty of mariners. They come mostly 
from Europe, the United States, 
and African countries, as well as 
from the lowlands of A ia (China, 
Malay ia, and India). 

Outreach in Yokohama 
As regular members of the Maita 
church, where 99 percent of the 
members are Japanese, we travel 
up to 45 minutes by train to reach Seafarers in port line up at a public telephone to call their loved ones. 
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e and our six 
childr n and 
grandchildren 
are residents 
of the United 

States but are originally from 
Sierra Leone, West Africa. George's 
background is in philosophy with 
a specialization in social ethics. His 
book, soon to be published by 
Mellen Press, addresses the prob
lem of post-colonial democratic 
transition in the developing world. 

ancy has a Bachelor of Science in 
home economics and taught high 
school in Sierra Leone for six years 
before moving to England and on 
to the United States. 

We served as GBGM missionar
ies in the Nigerian United Methodist 
Church for three years and arrived 
in Liberia in January 2004 to take 
up our new assignments with the 
Liberia Annual Conference. George 
was assigned to the United Meth
odist University and Nancy to the 
United Methodist Women's Train
ing Center. 

Fourteen years of civil war in 
Liberia have created massive 
destruction in all areas of society. A 
quarter of a million people were 
killed and many thousands dis
placed or rendered homeless . 
During the war, no formal school
ing or skills-training took place for 
50 percent of Liberians aged 14 
to 20. Mo t of the college and uni
versity facilities were destroyed 
because campuses became military 
bases for combatants. The United 
Methodist University in Monrovia 

In Monrovia, Liberia, The Women's 
Training Center's classes in pastry 
making are a viable part of United 

Methodist ministry. 

was home to more t an 3500 dis
placed persons. In this climate of 1 

hopelessness and helplessness, the 
church ha stepped in to offer 
Christ to a people in need of polit
ical and spiritual redemption. 
Liberians pray not only for contin
ued peace but also for reconcilia
tion and spiritual renewal. 

It is against this background 
that the challenge of mission work 
acquires meaning and significance. 
The Women's Training Center in 
Monrovia has opened its doors to 
large numbers of students who are 
eager to learn and acquire skills. 
They have come to learn trades in 
sewing, pastry and cake decora
tion, foods and nutrition, gara tie
d ying, soap making, and cosmetol
ogy, while also participating in 
Bible studies. Responding to these 
challenges has been both spiritual
ly rewarding and academically 
stimulating for Nancy. She says: 
"The suffering and hardship of 
innocent citizens, including 
women and children, during the 
civil wars in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia have touched me deeply. I 
know God is working through my 
ministry to bring relief and hope to 
women who are desperately in 
need of help ." 

The United Methodist Church 
is determined to make a contribu
tion to the revitalization of Liberia. 

The church firmly believes that the 
institutions of higher education 
must take the lead in providing 
technical skills and a sound moral 
education for the country's future 
leaders. The courses George teaches 
at the university, namely Christian 
ethics and moral philosophy, are 
designed to fulfill the mi ion of the 
university. He says, "My training 
and research in conflict resolution 
have prepared me for the mission 
God has called me to serve." 

Nancy and George Carew are GBGM 
missionaries serving the Liberia United 
Methodist Church. George is a professor 
at United Methodist UniversihJ and 
Nana; teaches foods and nutrition at 
the Women 's Training Center in 
Monrovia . 
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News from the GBGM Board of Directors' Meeting 
Directors of the General Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM) met in Stamford, Connecticut, in April for 
their semiannual board meeting. The Rev. R. Randy 
Day, GBGM's General Secretary, announced three 
new initiatives in mission education for pastors. The 
first is the formation of a Seminary Task Force for 
Mission to assess the amount of mission history and 
theology included in the curriculum of United 
Methodist theological schools and in Courses of 
Study for clergy. In addition, Day announced the com
pletion of a unified Course of Study for French-speak
ing pastors in West Africa. The course was developed 
in partnership with the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry. A third effort, developed in 
partnership with the General Board of Discipleship, 
is a renewed push for the annual School of 
Congregational Development. The North Texas 
Conference and the Perkins School of Theology will 
host the event this summer in Dallas. 

The Rev. Day also appealed to the church to 
mobilize its considerable resources to eradicate 
malaria, a preventable disease that kills 2 million 
people each year, mainly children under the age of 
five . Nine out of 10 cases of malaria occur in sub
Saharan Africa. The General Secretary suggested 
that M9zambique, where malaria deaths outnumber 
AIDS deaths, would be a good place to start. 

Emergency-Response Ministry Funding 
UMCOR approved about $1 million to provide per
sonnel, agricultural projects, and emergency-supply 
distribution to refugees in Darfur, Sudan. 

UMCOR is registering as an official nongovern
mental organization in Haiti and Grenada. The 
Board of Directors approved $2 million for start-up 
and program-implementation costs to support home 
reconstruction and economic restoration in Haiti and 
Grenada, which were devastated by hurricanes in 
2004. In Haiti, nearly 30,000 remain homeless in the 
Gonsalves area. Hurricane Ivan destroyed 90 percent 
of Grenada's buildings and virtually all of the fruit, 
vegetable, and nutmeg crops on the island. 

Out of a total of $32 million given by United 
Methodists for tsunami relief, a $19.2 million long
term development package was approved for tsuna
mi recovery in Indonesia and Sri Lanka. UMCOR's 
response is expected to continue for five years or 
more, and more funds will be released as projects 
progress over that time period. Projects in India and 
Somalia are also under way. 

Bishop Election and Commissioning Services 
The Rev. Dr. Patrick Streiff was elected bishop of the 
United Methodist Central Conference of Southern 
and Central Europe, which includes northern Africa. 

Fourteen deaconesses and six Church and 
Community Workers were commissioned for mis
sion service by GBGM at the April board meeting. 

Keep Health Kits and School Kits Coming 
.Elderly refugees and children displaced from their 
homes in Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia benefit 
from Health Kits supplied by UMCOR. Requests for 
the Health Kits and School Kits are at a record high. 
Children in US churches benefit from being involved 
in the mission activities. For specifications and ship
ping information, go to http:/ / gbgm-umc.org / 
umcor / print / kits . To make a monetary gift to 
UMCOR Advance #901440, Material Resource 
Ministry, designate "Health Kits" or "School Kits" 
on the memo line of your check. 

DEATHS William R. Hogg, retired missionary with 
8 1/2 years of service in India, died January 29, 
2005.:.Robert L. Dunn, retired missionary with 3 
years of service in Bolivia, died January 30, 
2005 ... Mary Beth Littlejohn, retired deaconess with 
40 years of service in the United States, died 
February 28, 2005 ... Elizabeth Beale, retired deacon
ness with 18 years of service in Cuba and Bolivia, 
died February 13, 2005 ... Louis Hillendahl, retired 
missionary with 5 1/2 years of service in Zimbabwe, 
died February 16, 2005 ... Eldon K. Shickell, retired 

issionary with 40 years of s rvice in the United 
States, died February 28, 2005 ... Martha Cramer, 
retired missionary with 18 years of service in the 
United States, died March 6, 2005 .. . Francisco 
Mendes, retired missionary with 27 1/2 years of 
service in Mozambique, died March 10, 2005 ... Per 
Hassing, retired missionary with 21 1/2 years of serv
ice in Zimbabwe, died March 12, 2005 ... Lois Jeanette 
Maitland, retired missionary with nearly 20 years of 
service in Brazil, died March 14, 2005 ... Sam Lawson, 
retired missionary with nearly 24 years of service in 
the United States, died March 27, 2005. 

The Rev. Kamna Bhujel, a United Methodist mis
sionary in active service in Nepal, was killed on 
April 23 when the motorbike she was riding to 
church was struck by a truck. Karuna Bhujel is sur
vived by her husband, the Rev. Devi Bahadur Bhujel, 
a son, Eben, and daughters, Keren and Shema. 

r'.J See page 2 
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by Guy Hovey 

Ever since humankind was able to 
wield power and weapons there 
have been conflicts over territory, 
which creates refugees. The wars 
we see today have their origins 
steeped in the past-no one group 
of people is innocent-virtually all 
those reading this article will have 
ancestors who have been refugees, 
have caused others to become 
refugees, or both. 

In the past, weaker displaced 
populations have been left to fend 
for themselves, dying out in the 
process or becoming servants and 
slaves of the new power. However, 
in modem times, the proliferation 
of humanitarian agencies, such as 
the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR), has helped to 
ease the burden of those displaced 
by wars and disasters. The agen
cies advocate for refugees to return 
home in safety and dignity. 

The growth in these aid agencies 
has been matched by a correspon
ding growth of donors, with inter
national governments being some 
of the largest. Govemments
swayed by the opinion of their elec
torates-often respond to TV news 

which are beamed into 
' households and 

11-

In a refugee camp, a Burundian refugee 
holds her child while provisions are being 
distributed. (UNHCR ) 

important opinion polls. This pro
duces what is currently termed the 
"CNN factor": world attention is 
focused for a short time on a specif
ic problem or the plight of a specific 
section of the world community. 

Left Stranded 
However, while the CNN fac tor 
produces generous outpourings 

from the world, it can also mean 
that the flow of support is turned 
off as quickly as it was turned on 
when the TV cameras moye on to 
another crisis. At the time of this 
writing, for example, a second 
earthquake struck Indonesia, dev
astating the island of Nias off 
the western coast of Northern 
Sumatra. Everyone is aware of 
the plight of the tsunami- and 
earthquake-affected people. The 
response of the world community, 
including United Methodist con
gregations, has been astoundingly 
generous. Countless families will 
be saved from a bleak future. How 
many people around the world, 
however, remember Darfur in the 
Sudan, which was receiving a fair 
amount of coverage prior to the 
events of 12 / 26 / 04? Or w ho 
remembers the ongoing suffering 
of the people of Burundi and the 
surrounding region, or the war 
in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo? VVhat has happened to 

Although Chechen children are not in their home country, they maintain their culture 
by con tinuing to pe1form the Baku traditional dan ce. 
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those families who fled from 
Myanmar (modem-day Burma) or 
Northern Cyprus? 

For many families displaced by 
circumstance, their time in exile 
comes to an end and they go home. 
But what happens when the 
new powers or the circumstances 
beyond their control in their home 
countries or regions won't allow 
refugees to return? What happens 
when the TV cameras of CNN, the 
BBC, and others have left and are 
focusing on other, newer events? 
What happens to the forgotten 
people of the forgotten wars? 

In previous articles, I have writ
ten about how UMCOR works 
with families returning home. In 
this article, I would like to high
light the sad fact that sometimes 
refugees can never go home. Some 
can be refugees for generations. To 
illustrate this point and the plight 
of millions, I will use some exam
ples from the past and more recent 
times. In other articles in this issue, 
my colleagues Katie Henneman 
and Marc Maxi from UMCOR' s 
New York headquarters take this 
theme further and write more 
specifically about UMCOR's sup
port for long-term refugees in the 
South Caucasus and Africa. 

Life as a Refugee 
Imagine yourself as a refugee. Your 
home has been destroyed. Perhaps 
family members have been killed. 
You and what remains of your 
family now reside in a small tent 
with unsanitary conditions in a 
foreign land surrounded by people 
who don't want you there. Food 
and water are in short supply and 
the local population sees you as 
an unwelcome burden on its 
already over-stretched resources. 

The only thing that keeps you 
going is the hope that you might 
return home-soon. This hope is 
sustained by aid agencies' and the 
United Nations' focusing on your 

plight. Optimism is infectious and 
they are hopeful that you can return 
home. They will be with you when 
you do. The world's media is 
focused on you-€verywhere you 
look there are TV cameras and 
reporters; you are the center of the 
world's attention, and sweeping 
statements are being made by inter
national governments to ensure 
that you and your people will be 
able to return to your homeland. 
With all this publicity and pledges 
of assistance from international 
governments, you are sure that you 
will soon be going home and 
resuming your life. 

However, as time passes, you 
see the aid agencies slowly begin 
to wind down and leave. Some 
people in your camp find asylum 
in other countries. Camp numbers 
decrease, but there are still hun
dreds of families waiting. The TV 
cameras, which seemed to be so 
intrusive during the height of the 
crisis, are conspicuous by their 
absence. The responsibility for the 
camp has passed from the United 
Nations to the local government. 
The officials always say the same 
thing when you ask when you can 
go home-"Wait." Food and other 
support slowly declines in quality 

and quantity; the officials and the 
few remaining aid agencies say the 
reason is diminishing donations, 
meaning they can't buy food and 
other kinds of aid. 

Slowly, you settle into a routine. 
One day, you wake up and realize 
that you're not going home; you 
and your fellow refugees have 
been forgotten. The TV cameras, 
the aid agencies, and the UN have 
gone on to the next crisis. Over the 
years, hope of ever returning home 
fades and gradually dies. Years 
later, you are still here-€king out 
a miserable existence, trying your 
best to get by, and watching your 
children grow up as strangers to 
their own country and strangers in 
this one. 

The Fortunate and the Forgotten 
There are millions of cases such as 
this; people from all areas of the 
world have been made homeless 
and have no hope of returning 
home. For some, government sup
port and real politics enable them 
to start a new life. This has been 
the case for over 10 million 
Germans ethnically cleansed from 
parts of modern-day Poland and 
the Czech Republi~ by the agree
ment reached at Yalta in 1945 by 
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Macedonian women clutch their children as they walk along a mountain pass on their return from Kosovo. (UNHCR/B.Betzelt) 

the USA, UK, and USSR. Evicted 
by the Red Army, these families 
have now been assimilated into 
mainstream German society. 
Although they still wish to return 
home and reclaim their lands and 
houses, their government has stat
ed its position; it does not support 
their return. As harsh as it may 
sound, · these are the fortunate 
ones. In another case, the govern
ment of Southern (Greek) Cyprus 
built new housing complexes for 
Cypriots who fled the Turkish 
invasion of 1974 and it provided 
economic support for people to 
assimilate into Greek society. 

In other parts of the world, peo
ple are not so fortunate . Refugees 
from the ethnic wars of the 1990s 
in former USSR states are still liv
ing in appalling conditions in 
destroyed village homes of the 
rival ethnic groups, who, in their 
turn, were forced to become 
refugees in another country. Some 
live in shocking squalor in schools 
turned into camps. In other parts 
of Asia, funds that flowed into aid 
agencies' coffers to help returning 
Afghan refugees in 2002 have 
slowed to a trickle. NGOs and oth
ers are downsizing and leaving the 

region. Meanwhile, millions of 
refugees remain in Pakistan, Iran, 
and further afield, stuck in tent 
camps and ram.shackle shelters 
and increasingly vilified by the 
host populations. Yet, they are 
unable to return to a country 
destroyed by 25 years of war, still 
extremely unstable, with little or 
no economic or agricultural oppor
tunities. Many of these long-term 
refugees have turned to crime and 
prostitution to make ends meet, as 
food and other support disap
pears, further alienating them 
from their hosts. 

A Flicker of Hope 
The plight of these forgotten 
refugees is duplicated around the 
globe. Often hidden in camps in 
remote areas and mountainsides, 
they are regarded as an embarrass
ment by their hosts. UMCOR, 
when it is able, works with such 
populations to provide basic needs 
such as shelter, food, and medical 
support as well as child and youth 
activities. What is difficult to sup
ply is the hope and optimism that 
come from the refugees them
selves. Little artifacts serve as 
reminders of home-be it a milk 
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jug from Northern Cyprus, a pho
tograph of a farm in Silesia for eth
nic Germans, or a millet bowl for 
the Sudanese. My mother-forced 
by politics and economic necessity 
to leave Hong Kong after World 
War II, keeps tiny keepsakes to 
remind her of a past that will never 
be recovered. For refugees, tiny arti
facts are all they have left after the 
TV cameras-and their hopes
have gone. It is up to organizations 
like UMCOR and The United 
Methodist Church to help them 
keep their h pe, as well as their 
bodies, alive. We must continue to 
highlight the forgotten refugees 
from the forgotten wars before 
their hope and their lives are extin
guished forever. 

So, in your prayers, in your 
thoughts, and in your giving, 
please spare some time and a 
thought for those who struggle 
each day to keep a flicker of hope 
alive in their lives and help them 
through what lies ahead. 

Guy Hovey is Regional Director for 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief operations in Europe and Asia. 
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The Caucasus is a region between the 
Black and Caspian ens that includes 
parts of Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
and Armenia. The southern region is 
defined by the Caucasus Mountains, 
where Europe meets the Middle East. 

E
mma travels over bumpy 
roads by bus every week to 
stock her small store near 
Sevan, Armenia. Zaur strug

gles to provide the daily lunches, 
health care, and activities that sus
tain hundreds of vulnerable adults 
in Thilisi, Georgia. Mariyam works 
day and night, for free, to 
do what she can for the health of 
her displaced community in Baku, 
Azerbaijan. During a recent visit to 
these countries, collectively known 
as the South Caucasus, I heard the 
same sentiment from one UMCOR 
beneficiary after another: Thank 
you for caring; thank you for 
remembering us. 

The collapse of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989 captured the world's atten
tion as dramatic images filled our 
television screens. The Soviet 
Union quickly dissolved, as states 
began declaring independence, 
and democracy appeared to be 
spreading through the region. 
Unfortunately, independence was 
occasionally accompanied by con
flict as nationalism increased, 
historic conflicts reemerged, and 
ethnic tensions and violence 
mounted. In the South Caucasus, 
conflict broke out in the republics 
of Armenia and Azerbaijan, which 
went to war over the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
The Republic of Georgia experi
enced internal conflict as the 
regions of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia attempted to secede. 

While the reasons for conflict in 
these countries were different, the 
impact on their people was often 
the same-families had to flee their 
homes, women and men struggled 
to provide for their children as 

unemployment rose dramatically, 
and state support systems col
lapsed, with the newly independ
ent governments struggling to pro
vide health care and other support. 
In addition, tens of thousands of 
people died in the wars ·across the 
region, leaving families without the 
support needed to generate income. 
Hundreds of thousands of people 
displaced by the conflicts were 
forced to live in refugee camps for 
years on end. Living standards 
deteriorated while poverty, malnu
trition, and corruption increased. In 
addition to the refugees, the host 
communities ha ve also been 
impacted greatly. 

Against this backdrop, the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) began work in the 
country of Georgia in 
1993 to provide emer
gency medicines and 
supplies to vulnerable 
persons. UMCOR also 
opened offices in 
Armenia in 1994 and 
in Azerbaijan in 1996 
to expand its distribu
tion of necessary med
icines and its health
care work. Since then, 
UMCOR has used its 
funds and in-kind 
resources, such as kits 
donated to UMCOR's 
Sager Brown and IMA 
Medicine Boxes, to 
leverage grants from 
the US government, 
United Nations agen
cies, foundations, and 
other donors to imple
ment a wide variety of 
relief and develop
ment programs. As often as possi
ble, the focus is on building sustain
able programs and institutions to 
help the people of this region for 
years to come. Where necessary, 
UMCOR continues to provide free 
lifesaving medicines, supplies, and 
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medical care to people who would 
not be able to afford them other
wise. 

UMCOR's impact on individual 
lives best illustrates the work that it 
does. Today, while much of the vio
lence of the 1990s in the Caucasus 
has tempered, conflicts remain 
unsolved. Families are still unable 
to return home. They live in squalid 
conditions, jobs are still hard to find, 
state support systems are still 
unable to provide everyone with 
necessary health care and assis
tance, and many people feel forgot
ten. Mortality and morbidity rates 
have increased significantly, as 
has malnutrition; according to the 
United Nations World Food 
Program, 35 percent of the popula
tion of Armenia is undernourished . 

A doctor distributes health kits and soap 
at Ca tharsis charity house in Tbilisi, 
Georgia, where UMCOR also provides 
medicines and supplies to its health clinic. 
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Growing Small 
Businesses in Armenia 
Emma owns and operates a small 
store near Lake Sevan in Armenia. 
Each week, she takes the bus into 
Yer van, the capital, to stock up on 
upplies for her shop. The trip 

take about an hour, riding over 
some extremely bumpy and pot
hole-ridden roads. She has two 
employees and takes great pride in 
providing basic supplies and pro
visions to her community and run
ning a successful store. 

Women have not traditionally 
run their own businesses in 
Armenia, but Emma received three 
loans from UMCOR to establish 
and grow her business, all of 
which she has paid off in full. She 
looks forward to the opportunity 
to receive additional small loans in 
the future. She has seen the impact 
that an initial $750 can have on her 
life and her community 

In 1997, UMCOR launched the 
AREGAK microcredit program to 
provide women like Emma with 
small loans for business activities to 
enable them to raise their living 
standards and that of their families. 
The program was funded by grants 
from the US government, the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 
and other agencies. AREGAK, 
meaning "sun" in Armenian, is an 
acronym for Sustainable Guaran
teed Agricultural Assistance for 
Women-although the name was 
changed to Center for Sustainable 
Guaranteed Financial Assistance in 
2003. Today, AREGAK is active in 
nine of the 11 provinces in Armenia, 
as well as in the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. Women who 
were directly affected by the 
Armenian/ Azerbaijan conflict can 
benefit from financial assistance. 

Many refugees from Azerbaijan 
now live in Armenia and have 
been unable to return to their 
homes. AREGAK distributes loans 
to refugees in Armenia with the 
same conditions as for the local 

Emma (second from right) receives visiting AREGAK loan officer (left) and Katie 
Henneman (right) as a shop employee looks on. 

population, and in fact, the pro
gram helps them to integrate into 
the local communities. 

AREGAK provides financial 
assistance to women who are not 
eligible for loans from other 
sources. Rather than requiring col
lateral, a group lending methodol
ogy is used in which a group of 
women assist each other and hold 
each other accountable for paying 
back the loans. 

Work is under way to register 
AREGAK as a local organization 
so it can continue to provide small 
loans to Armenians for years to 
come, even after UMCOR's office 
in Armenia closes, as it eventually 
will. Right now, AREGAK is the 
largest microcredit organization in 
Armenia, operating in 336 towns 
and villages. It is clear that 
UMCOR's impact on Armenian 
women, who might otherwise 
have been forgotten, will be felt 
long into the future. 

Distributing Medicines and 
Health Kits to the Most 
Vulnerable in Tbilisi 
Despite their optimism about the 
future, many Georgians remain 
desperate for care and assistance 
today. The wars of the past decade 
have resulted in hundreds of thou
sands of internally displaced per-
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sons moving from all regions of 
Georgia to the capital city, Tbilisi. 
Perhaps the hardest hit by these 
events are the eld~rly, many of 
whom are unable to work to pro
vide for themselves and cannot 
afford the costs of basic health 
care. UMCOR's office in Georgia 
provides free pharmaceuticals and 
medical supplies to outpatient 
clinics, hospitals, and charity 
organizations. It supplements 
these distributions with health 
kits, bedding packs, blankets, and 
other UMCOR-donated goods 
whenever possible. 

Local organizations rely on 
UMCOR distributions to help with 
their charitable and health-care 
work. Zaur Lazare Aladashvili, the 
director of the Catharsis charity 
house in Tbilisi, said that the 
health clinic at Catharsis is served 
primarily with medicines sent by 
UMCOR. The small cabinet reveals 
the necessary simple medica
tions-Tylenol, Immodium, basic 
antiobiotics, vitamins-that would 
be unavailable without UMCOR 
donations. Catharsis also provides 
beds for as many people as possi
ble, currently around 25 women 
and men. The organization run 
activities such as wood carving and 
drama classes during the day. A free 
lunch of soup and bread is distrib-
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uted three tim a day to about 3 
\"Ulnerable persons, many of them 
elderly. The money for bread will 
end in one year when fundina fr m 
a donor nms out. Zaur doe n ' t 
know what he '''ill do at that time, 

pecially ince o many people 
rely on Catharsis for their main 
meal of the day. 

Recently, I too part in · trib
utina health · and oap durina 
lunch hour. Clearl ' these ki were 
aoina to aood u e, and tho e 
recefrina the UMCOR-donated 
items were appreciative of their 
minimal but \"ery useful conten . 

olunteers Serve in Azerbaijan 
The Armenian/ Azerbaijan conflict 

ver '\!aaomo-Karabakh created 
00,000 refugee and displaced 

people who flowed into Baku, the 
capital city of Azerbaijan, and its 
urroundina districts. ceasefire 

i211ed between the h\'o coun
tries in 19 -l, but ince then interna
tional attention to resohina their 
tandoff ha diminished, alona 

\\ith the likelihood that the 
refuaees \\rill e\·er be able to return 
home. Although the country is now 
e :periencina economic growth 
because of its oil and £as wealth, 
resourc have not reached the dis
placed people, many of whom 
remain in temporary housinc- ,,;th 
limited acce to employment, 
health care, and other enice . 
Their very uni,·al often depends 
on or£arlizations like ICOR. 

Through fundina from the 
Department of tate and !fCOR' 
pri\·ate urces for medicines and 
medical supplies, • ICOR is able to 
sen-e this e tremely , ·ulnerable 
population in an innm·ati,·e way. 

. ICOR ha teamed up \\ith doc
tor who were themselve dis
placed by the conflicts and are li\·
ina with their families and com
munitie in the camp and ettle
men . 1!COR prmides the doc
tor \\ith pre cription forms and 
trainina an O\' ersees their wor 

They act a Community Health 
Prmiders, workina for free . The 
work they do · difficult. Often 
they work without a brea as they 
ee patien in their own limited 

li\ina pace at all hour of the day. 
When patients require medicines, 
the Community Health Providers 
write out the !fCOR pre cription 
forms, which can be filled for free 
at !fCOR medicine dispensarie . 
UMCOR is the only oraanization 
prmiding this type of enice. 

ICOR taff , .i it the dis
placed per ons' ettlements on a 
reQUJ.ar basis and distribute ool 
kits, clothes, health ki , and other 
items as often as upplie allow. 

As is often the case around the 
world, those with little or nothing 
are the mo t hospitable and will 
hare everything they have. Mari

yam, one of 1COR' Community 
Health Providers~ in\ited me into 
her home-the size of a dormitory 
room, where she and her family all 
live and leep-to how me the 
meticulous records she keep of the 

Right now, AREGAK is the 
largest microcredit organiza
tion in Armenia, operating in 
336 lowns and villages. It is 
clear that UMCOlrs impact on 
Armenian women, who might 
otherwise be forgotten, will be 
felt long into the future. 

!fCOR pre criptions he write . 
Mariyam is a pediatrician who was 
forced from her home in the Jab
rail Region of ·aaomo-Karabakh, 
which is now occupied by Armenia 
he prmided me \\ith tea and im

ple swee , sa}ina "Though I ha\·e 
no mone}~ I till ha,·e a heart." 

\ \lhile we \isited, other people 
came by to thank r COR for 
rememberina them and their chil
dren. They told me how abandoned 
they feel, and that COR · the 
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only or0 anization helpina a \ 'ef)' 

ntlnerable community. 

Remembering the Forgotten 
The e are just a few examples of 

COR pro!rrams under way in 
the uth Caucasus to assist \"Ulner
able populations in all three coun
trie . Other initiatives prmide 
health care for refuaee from 
Chechnya, Afghanistan, Iran, and 
Iraq; work with local communities 
to find sustainable agricultural lu
tions; work to pre\'ent trafficking in 
w men; provide peace-buildina 
activities with youth; and educate 
\"Ulnerable populations about repro
ducfu·e health and family planning. 

Donations from "nited Meth
odists enable ICOR to run pro
grams directly and to le\·eraae 
additional fund from other 
donors for pro!rrams that ''rnuld 
not be po ible with COR 
funds alone. health or chool kit, 
a new blanket, and an ThIA Medi
cine Bo are £Teatly appreciated by 
people who truaale for daily e · -
tence. They are overjoyed to know 
that omeone in the nited tate 
care enouah to think of them. 
!fany also appreciate being given 

an opportunity to take care of 
themseh·e and to ucceed, 
whether thr uah amculture or 
mall-busines loans. Please con-

tinue to help to remember tho e 
whom others ha,·e foraotten. 

Katie Hennema n i a Pro'lram 
A ociate for United Methodi t 
Committee on Relief operation 111 

Europe and A ia. 

For more information about 
work in the South Caucasus, 
please visit the UMCOR-NGO 
Unit's website at http://www. 
umcor-ngo.org °' the general 
UMCOR website at http:/ I 
gbgm-umc.org/umcor/. 
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In the Ta'asha area of South Darfur, at the El Ferdous Dinka camp, internally displaced families make their homes under the shelter of 
trees where they wait for weeks to be registered with the World Food Program. 

Life in 
Recently, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief's Nongovern
mental Organization (UMCOR
NGO) established a Sudan 
National Office in Khartoum and a 
Field Office in Al Daein, South 
Darfur. 

Sudan has a long history of 
slow-onset, long-lasting complex 
emergencies, including drought, 
famine, disease, and armed con
flict. Since a significant part of the 
Sahara sometimes attains the high
est temperatures in the world, 
Sudan is prone to desertification, 
drought, and famine. In addition 
to natural disasters, civil wars 
have plagued the country since its 
independence from the United 
Kingdom in 1956. 

Civil wars, along with the ever
present conditions of drought and 
famine throughout the country, 

by Marc S. Maxi 

have brought about what the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) character
izes as the "world's most desperate 
humanitarian situation." The con
tinuing peace negotiations be
tween the government of Sudan 
and the Sudan Peoples' Liberation 
Movement (SPLM) of south Sudan 
have not rid the country of vio
lence. The relative calm gained in 
the south Sudan has now shifted to 
the western region of Sudan. 
Though the humanitarian effort is 
in full swing, basic human needs 
are not being met. 
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Living Under a Tree 
For instance, Cletos Garang with 
his family arrived in the second 
week of March 2005 by truck from 
Barum, situated 37 miles from El 
Ferdous. Upo_n arrival, the family 
had immediate relatives 

Michael Treadway, UMCOR Logistics 
Security Administrator at Assalayn 
camp in south Darfur. 
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friends to help them a t the El 
Ferdous Dinka camp, so they 
found shelter in an open space 
under a tree. Three or four families 
would lay out their meager 
belongings under one tree. With a 
family of four children, two boys 
and two girl , it was difficult for 
Cletos to organize his life. 

A tree in an open space offers 
no comforts. The days are extreme
ly hot, up to 45°C (113°F), and 
sometimes windy with sand
storms. Nights are very cool. In 
fact, medical personnel say that it 
is too cool for children at night 
without blankets. A recent survey 
showed a high incidence of malnu
trition in the camp, with about 25 
percent of the cases being children 
under age five. At night, these chil
dren need warmth and protection 
from bad weather conditions. 

Living under a tree, says Cletos 
Garang, is not easy: there is no pri
vacy, no access to food (newcom
ers have to wait for weeks before 
being registered on the World 
Food Program food roll), and no 
education for the children. Most 
families can afford to buy only 20 
liters (5.28 gallons) of water per 
day. Taking a bath under those 
conditions is a luxury. In short, the 
whole family unit is living on the 
rough fringes of town without the 
basic necessities of life. 

UMCOR's Work with 
Displaced Families 
More than 1.6 million internally 
displaced persons (!DPs) in west
ern Sudan live in the same condi
tions as Cletos Garang and his 
family, uprooted from their homes 
to face the worst humanitarian 
crisis of the day. It is against this 
background that UMCOR initiated 
a program in Sudan b ginning in 
February 2005. With its offices in 
the capital, Khartoum, UMCOR 
did not hesita te to start field oper
ation in South Darfur in Al Daein 
Province. The relief progr_ams tar-

geted 7000 IDP families, distribut
ing non-food items, seeds, and 
tools to support agricultural pro
duction. Food is provided to the 
people who urgently need it to sur
vive. UMCOR seeks to improve 
the monitoring systems of IDP 
arrivals and departures to facilitate 
a better flow of information to 
other humanitarian agencies. 

Cletos Garang received a large 
plastic sheet, a 20-liter plastic jerri
can (jug), a blanket, and a mat to 
cover the floor of his dwelling. 
After the distribution of these 
items to 900 IDP families, UMCOR 
staff went back to see the results. 
Nearly all the IDPs who were liv-

Above: Women collect water at the Hassa Hisa IDP camp in the Zalingei region of 
West Darfur. Below: Children gather at the Sun ta internally displaced persons camp. 

ing under the tre were integrated 
into the camp and have built huts 
with a plastic sheet covering the 
huts . For UMCOR, this is the 
beginning of a long struggle to 
support the IDPs' final resettle
ment in their areas of origin. We 
believe that all people have a right 
to a life in which their basic needs 
are met; at the same time, we value 
and honor the wisdom and experi
ence of local communities. Draw
ing from this and UMCOR's own 
experience, we strive to work with 
communities to develop their own 
means, opportunities, and inher
ent capacities. 
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The war in we tern Sudan 
lingers on, but the determination of 
the affected people and of humani
tarian agencies is even greater
absolutely necessary to avert the 
deterioration of the crisis. UMCOR 
is a key player in making a differ
ence in the lives of the 1.6 million 
displaced persons. All who support 
us are part of the sy tern fighting 
evil by doing whatever i nece ary 
to uphold human dignity. 

Marc S. Maxi is Regional Director 
for United Metl1odist Committee on 
Relief operations in Africa and the 
Caribbean. 
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Reader 
Response 

November-December 2004 
The November-December issue of 
N ew World Outlook is the most 
interesting one I have ever read. 
So much of it brings back memo
ries. I am a former Evangelical/ 
EUB member. I am personally 
acquainted with a Liberian man 
who was jailed and tortured and 
came to the United States through 
our embassy and the refugee 
organization located in the com
munity of our church. 

My son spent a year in Vietnam. 
Later, after becoming a quality
control engineer for AT&T, he 
went to Cambodia to help organ
ize there. 

The Evangelical Church had 
China missionaries. I am sure they 
are now singing praises to God for 
China. 

Margaret Whittle 
St. Matthew's United Methodist Church 

Baltimore, Maryland 

March-April 2005 
Many thanks for this issue. A part 
of my job is to coordinate HIV test
ing at Planned Parenthood in 
Toledo, Ohio. Frequently, patients 
and staff express concern that 
churches do not care. I have this 

issue on m y desk and have shared 
its various articles with them. 

As I read the recommendations 
from General Conference, I was 
proud of the steps taken. I suggest 
that an easy step for local churches 
is to put in their church literature 
rack information on where testing 
is available in their community. 
They might also make their build
ing available as a place for local 
coalitions to meet. The HIV 
Prevention Regional Advisory 
Group has met at St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church in Toledo for 
quite a while. 

Kathie King 
St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

Toledo, Ohio 

Your March-April 2005 issue of 
New World Outlook is a brilliant 
piece of professional journalism. 
When awards are handed out in 
2005, you deserve one for this 
excellent look at global HIV I AIDS. 

I trust this issue will get wide
spread distribution among United 
Methodists. It contributes signifi
cantly to understanding the pan
demic and how United Methodists 
are responding and can respond in 
the future . 

To My Sons: 

Don Messer 
II iff School of Theology 

Over the years you four have been 
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generous in remembering me on 
my birthday, Father's Day, and 
Christmas. I really appreciate all 
the kindness shown in your pres
ents and cards. The reality has hit 
me, though, that I need nothing. I 
am asking you no longer to give 
me gifts, but to give the equivalent 
amount of money to the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. 

When I served local churches, I 
was very impressed by how 
UMCOR gives aid to those in 
storm areas; digs wells in southern 
Africa to help avert water short
ages during droughts; helps in 
war-tom parts of the world; and 
works with other agencies. When I 
went to the General Board of 
Global Ministries, I was even more 
impressed by the work it did, the 
small size of its staff, and the fac t 
that United Methodists take care of 
UMCOR's low operating expenses 
so that 100 percent of each donated 
dollar goes to aid work. 

UMCOR is known for working 
with others. I have heard many 
times that people in storm-dam
aged areas say, "Give us M&Ms 
(Methodists and Mennonites), 
because they get the work done." 
Because of its good record, when 
the Soviet Union was dissolving, 
the US State Department asked 
UMCOR to help bring aid to 
Russia. I happened to be in 
UMCOR's offices when news of 
the first aid flight landed in 
Moscow. There was about five 
minutes of celebration, and then 
they all got back to work on vari
ous projects. 

Your gifts make a difference 
and will be very much appreciated 
by me. 

Love, Dad 

PS: We all like to be remembered. 
Cards are always welcome. 

The Rev. John A. Kirk 
Executive Secretan; /Prison Min ishies (retired) 

1111ay I 
int/le 
... 
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Congregations in Kentucky and New York Welcome 
Sudanese and Somali Bantu Immigrants 
Susan Wersan is the Executive Secretary for Refugee and Immigration 
Ministries, United Methodist Committee on Relief 

Covenant Community Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky, 
has had experience in sponsoring Sudanese and Somali Bantu fami
lies. The sponsoring group, known as Just Morns, won't allow its 
expertise to go to waste. Volunteers are on call to help set up apart
ments for families who do not have church sponsors. They make the 
beds, hang the shower curtains, stock the pantries, find the appropri
ate clothing-and toys-to create a warm and welcoming atmos
phere for families arriving from the airport. 

St. Andrew's United Methodist Church in Syracuse, New York, pre
pared an apartment for the Deng family from Sudan and gave them 
whatever they needed, including household goods and clothing . 

In an extended ·effort to serve the refugee population in its area, St. 
Andrew's opened Cradle and Beyond, a store that sells high-quality 
used children's clothing. Drawing on its experience resettling 
refugees, the church arranged for recently arrived refugees to visit the 
store, where they could obtain several items of clothing for their fam
ilies at no cost. 

St. Andrew's United Methodist Church and Cradle and Beyond 
are making a positive impact on the lives of the refugees whom they 
sponsor. 

Former "lost boys" of Sudan (left to right) Major, Samuel, 
and Abraham, are now young men resettled in Syracuse, New 
York, with the help of The United Methodist Church. 
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Refugees, Immigrants Bring New Life to Churches 
Lesley Crosson is a freelance writer living in New York City. 

Htoo Saw Ywa spent two years in a Burmese (Myanmar) jail where 
the government held him, his mother, two brothers, and a sister. 

He was 12 years old. 
Htoo said in a telephone interview that the family was imprisoned 

because the government was trying to capture his father, an officer 
with the ethnic Karen minority army fighting the Burmese govern
ment for a Karen homeland . 

At 17, he fled Burma to avoid arrest for his involvement in a stu
dent demonstration, living for more than a decade in refugee camps 
along the Burma-Thailand border. He married and fathered three chil
dren in the camps. 

"I did not know what would happen to me, but I could not go back 
into Burma because it was dangerous for me," Htoo recalled. 

Many of the 53,000 victims of persecution, war, and repression who 
entered the United States last year as refugees tell similar stories. And 
Htoo has much in common with thousands more who came as immi
grants or undocumented workers. 

Churches in ministry with refugees and immigrants report spiritu
al growth, heightened awareness of the world around them, and an 

~ ~ s= ~ ~::: . ~ 0:0"""9 Q_ ~ ~ c: Q.J c 

increased understanding of 
what it means to be an inclu
sive community. 

"A warm welcome by a 
church can make a huge differ
ence to refugees who arrive 
here," said Susan Wersan, a 
United Methodist Committee 
on Relief executive for refugee 
resettlement. The experience 
for the welcoming congrega
tion is likewise one of transfor
mation. 

Over the Last two decades, Burmese 
refugees have waited in Sa Kaeo 
refugee camp for permission to resettle 
in the United States. 
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Little Acorns Become Great Oaks in Refugee Ministry 
The Rev. Roger Burtner, former refugee coordinator for the Baltimore
Washington Conference, supplied the information for this insert to UMCOR 
staff in New York. 

The prospect of sponsoring a refugee family can seem financially 
overwhelming to church congrega tions. 

At Salem United Methodist Church in Keedysville, Washington 
County, Maryland, a benefactor gave Pastor Malcolm Stranathan 
$1500 to distribute evenly among 30 congregation members, includ
ing himself. The pastor decided to start a refugee resettlement fund 
with his $50. The money was a small acorn that would eventually 
yield a full-grown oak tree. 

The community donated additional monetary gifts. Within a year, 
the Ajal family arrived at the Baltimore-Washington International 
Airport from Sudan. Silver Ajal, his wife Aduk, and their sons Hilary 
(10) and Ian (5) were taken to the home of Yvonne and Doug Seekins 
to stay until their Keedysville apartment was ready for occupation. 

Silver is now a part-time hospital employee; Aduk is a homemak
er expecting to attend English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) classes; 
and Hilary and Ian are excelling in the Boosboro school system in 
Washington County. 

At Unadilla United Methodist Church in upstate New York, the 
Rev. Kip Stra toon spearheaded a community effort to resource a 
Sudanese family's resettlement. Local churches and businesses con
tributed everything from home furnishings to first-aid supplies. 

Finally, Alfred and Harriet Andrea arrived in Unadilla with their 
five- and two-year-old daughters. Alfred is awai ting entrance into a 

Alfred a11d Harriet A11dren with tileir dauglllers 
f.lel/a (left) and Ma1111ela . 

machine-tool manufac
turing training pro
gram, and both he and 
Harriet are preparing 
for their general equiv
a lency diplomas 
(GEDs). Alfred has a 
driver's license and is 
planning to visit other 
refugees in the area . 

• • 

Health Care for Refugees and Asylum Seekers from 
Azerbaijan 
Joanna Kinberger was the administrator and communications director of the 
UMCOR Europe office (now closed). She based this article on a report given 
to her by the UMCOR-NGO Azerbaijan office. 

In a country with more than one-half million internally displaced 
persons, the needs of the substantial refugee population are a low 
priority. Thousands of people who have fled repressive regimes and 
conflicts find few opportunities in Azerbaijan. They have been inter
nally displaced by a collapsed economy and a three-year war with 
neighboring Armenia. Difficulties for this population include acquir
ing basic needs such as food, education, and medical care. 

Dzabrail is 17 years old. An asylum seeker from Chechnya, he 
became very ill but was unable to get medical treatment. Finally, he 
was examined by medical staff at the UMCOR-funded Policlinic No. 
8 in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. Dzabrail was diagnosed with 
acute myeloid leukemia, for which he received trea tment through 
UMCOR. 

The United Methodist Church through UMCOR provides a vari
ety of services designed to assist asylum seekers and refugees in 
Azerbaijan, including household support for families, hea lth educa
tion, assistance in cases of domestic violence, and extensive health
care services. The most frequent illnesses diagnosed among asylum 
seekers and refugees are bronchitis, pneumonia, tonsilitis, and mal
nutrition, all of which require medical treatment. 

Used by Permission of United Methodist Committee on Relief 

111 Azerbaijan, a truck delivers ilea /th -kits fro 111 UMCOR 'S Sager-Brown Depot. 
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UMCOR offers the balm of hospitality in 
its programs serving refugees, displaced 
persons, and asylum seekers. Whether 
assisting displaced persons in transit, 
returning people to their homelands, or 
supporting United Methodist churches 
that want to offer hospitality and legal 
assistance to new US residents, UMCOR 

depend on your generosity and prayers. 
Please remember the compassion of 
Jesus for the most vulnerable. Give today 
to UMCOR Advance #982540, Global 
Refugee Response. 

Ul\l(~OR 
MULTIPLYING HOPE 

United Methodist Committee on Relief • General Board of Global Ministries • The United Methodist Church 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 330 • New York, NY 10115 • 800-554-8583 • www.umcor.org 


