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The central question of this issue of New World Outlook sets off many more
questions. What do you do about an open door? Do you go through it, or
do you stand at the threshold and call in? Do you knock first? Do you wait
for those inside to come out before you relate to them? Do you close the
door? The question provokes more questions than it does answers.
A good approach to mission is to ask questions rather than to provid
all the answers. Who is best qualified to discern what is needed? Wha
resources does the community already possess that could assist in the
mission? A project may miss its mark altogether when too few questions
are asked. The perceived beneficiaries of the mission must be invited to
participate as a central part of the discussion.
Dr. Alan Rice opens this issue with the second article in a three-part
series: Issues in Global Mission Policy and Practice. He can' t find any
place in the Discipline where it says that when times are hardest, we
should do the least. AMEN.
Many doors are open to readers who wish to increase their knowledge
and participation in mission. Chet and Jodi Cataldo, who serve new
churches in Lithuania, invite congregations to experience a covenant
relationship. Are the rigors of serial potluck dinners, strange beds, miles
of highway, and hundreds of speaking engagements that missionaries
endure worth it? You bet they are.
The Native American Comprehensive Plan and the National
Comprehensive Plan for Town and Country Ministries are ways the
GBGM opens doors for different groups of people across the United
Methodist connection. As part of our General Conference coverage, both •
plans provide updates on their activities over the last quadrennium.
The 2004 Planning Calendar for United Methodist Missions provides
helpful reminders about organizing mission activities for the year. A '
closer look at some of the Special Sundays of The United Methodist
Church reveals why they are so important to mission.
Volunteer-in-Mission projects open so many doors for people across .
the connection that it is difficult to count the number-but Jeanie
Blankenbaker tries! Check out the chart on page 16, and remember, these
figures cover only the first half of the quadrennium.
The Rev. Dr. Joseph C. W. Lee provides an overview of the Korean
Mission Program that attempted to open doors for Korean Methodis
pastors living and working in the United States. With sadness we repo
that Dr. Lee passed away before this issue went to press. He served the
church faithfully for 15 years in congregational development as part of
the former National Division of GBGM. After he retired in 1998, he
founded the 21st Century Pastoral Ministries to assist Korean Americans
in congregational development.
Christie R. Hou
[I To Give to the Advance:
For United Methodists: Make the check out to your local church and write the Advance name and code number on '9
check. Give your gift to your church treasurer so that your local church and annual conference receive Advance
it. Outside UM channels: Make the check payable to "Advance GCFA" with the project name and •
number an the check. Send the check to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. Ta
contribute with a credit card, call 1-888-252-617 4.

a•

All Advance projects are also eligible for Supplementary Gifts through United Methodist Women's giving channels.
Supplementary Gifts are given through the UMW treasurer.

2

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY /FEBRUARY 2004

New World Outlook

1anym
oughit,i
)you 1
1 close U
4
2rs.

5ist in fl
questiQJ 8
invited

New Series Vol. LXIV, No. 3
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK
Whole Series Vol. XCl\1, No. 1
JANUARY I FEBRUARY 2004

WHAT DO YOU DO ABOUT AN OPEN DOOR?
Issues in Global Mission Policy and Practice: Second in a Three-Part Series
What Do You Do About an Open Door?
by Alan Rice
A Covenant of Relationships
by Chet and Jodi Cataldo

three·pa 11 Southeast Eagles Project

by Ann Saunkeah

t find

rrdest, ¥
nowle~l

14 Implementing the National Comprehensive Plan for Town and Country Ministries
by Carol J. Thompson

1erve ne

cov:

16 Counting the Hours: United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
e~s, .
compiled by Jeanie Blankenbaker
ss10nari

Natio 18 Assessing the Korean American Mission Program
ways
by Joseph C. W. Lee
1e Uni~

rage, bm 23
nium.
; provim
.e year 24
\iietho

Planning Your Mission Celebration Events
by Una Jones

pie acre 27
JUt Jear
1ber, thi

Special Sundays: What They Mean to Mission
by Christie R. House

14

2004 Planning Calendar for United Methodist Missions
photos by Bob May

K 28 In UMCOR's Ministries, God Uses All Gifts for Big Purposes
e hord
by Linda Beher. Joanna Kinberger, Sandy Rowland, and Norma Valvolizza
Met o
'
we re
ierved 31 Sowing Seeds of Peace, Justice, and World Understanding
by Peggy Hutchison
as par
. 1998,
\rneric' 34 The End of Mission

1

28

by Charles E. Cole
eR. H

:num~er

DEPARTMENTS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

eAlvonce
ome onl

38 Mission Memo

nnicnonn

39 Bulletin Inserts
on Mission

2 Open Doors to Mission
oosi-ioi
by Christie R. House
22 Stories of Faith: Reflection
by Amy L. Dimond

41 2003 Index

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY /FEBRUARY 2004

3

.

·

#

· wide-op~n
·doorway of
..hospitality
but a sign of
helplessness, ,
vulnerability, ·
and need?
..

ISSUES IN GLOBAL MISSION POLICY AND PRACTICE
SECOND IN A THREE-PART SERIES

WHAT DO You Do ABOUT AN OPEN DOOR?
by

Alan Rice

ne foggy Appalachian summer
morning about halfway to the construction site, somebody in the pickup truck noticed an open doorway in
the old home place at Cane Creek in
Yancey County. The curl of wood
smoke and the clothes on the line were evidence that a
new young family was living in that long-forsaken old
building. Instead of replacing the missing front door,
they had just hung up an old quilt.
No one said much, but on every trip, coming and
going, the whole construction crew would look
through the windshield to see if the door had been
replaced. Doors weren't locked much in those days, but
at ltast a screen door would keep the smallest kids in
the house and away from the road. Once, saying he
needed a pouch of chewing tobacco, Ray's brother,
Little Bill, asked Ray to stop at the store just across the
bridge at Cane Creek. While he was there, Little Bill
asked the man at the store if he knew who lived up the
road in the house without a door. He said he did not
know their name: " ... just a couple of kids with three
little ones of their own. I don't know who their people
are. They ain't from around here."
What do you do about an open door-not a wideopen doorway of hospitality but a sign of helplessness, vulnerability, and need? While it made us
uncomfortable, we chose to do nothing about it. We
were working 10-hour days and another half day
Saturday. The trip to the jobsite was two mountain
counties away on a curvy two-lane road . The spring
had been particularly wet so the crew had been
drawing unemployment for months. Besides, we
didn't know the family. They weren' t our people.
They weren't even our neighbors. As the days went
by, it got easier to ignore that open door.
In recent years, we United Methodists have given
lots of attention to open doors. We seek to be a people of hospitality. As United Methodists, we want
everyone to feel welcomed in the name of Christ
Jesus. Our first goal is for every person to be gath-

ered and welcomed in the body of Christ. (The Book
of Discipline 1 122) We want to introduce people to
Jesus Christ and nurture them in Christian living. We
want that open door to be the portal to minds opening to Christ Jesus and hearts opening to the love of
God and neighbor.
The door is supposed to open outward as well. We
believe "[t]he heart of Christian ministry is Christ's
ministry of outreaching love." (1125) We declare that a
major mandate of carrying out our mission is to "send
persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by healing the sick, feeding the hungry,
caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, and
working to develop social structures that are consistent
with the gospel." (1122)
What would it cost if we United Methodists
decided to meet the Matthew 25:35-36 needs of one
person for one day of a year? How much would a
real-world minimal budget be if 3.5 million people,
the average number of United Methodists w ho
attend church in the United States on any given
Sunday, purchased the following:
Spaghetti supper meal
Can of soft drink
Overnight lodging at the YMCA
(On~ day at the weekly rate)
Clothing from a thrift shop
Medical exam and medicine
(at a free clinic)
Tank of gas for visiting a prison
Total: $80.00 x 3.5 million

$ 1.10
$ 0.40
$15.00
$ 15.00
$ 25.00
$ 23.50

= $ 280 million

Surely, Jesus would not seriously exp ect u s to
spend over a quarter of a billion dollars in one year.
That would cost $58 million dollars m ore than the
$222 million first proposed by GBGM for all of the
next quadrennium.
Though I have yet to find a reference for it in the
Discipline, there must be an exclusion ary clause d uring days of economic dow nturn that allows u s to
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hunker down in our holy places. Perhaps one of the
footnotes says that when times are hardest, we
should do the least. During economically challenging times, people sometimes echo the myopic prayer
of Jabez: "Oh that you would bless me and enlarge
my border, and that your hand might be with me,
and that you would keep me from hurt and harm!"
(1 Chronicles 4:10) Ironically, me-centered prayers
and hearts and minds closed to others bring about
further scarcity of resources.
In the real world of finite resources of time and
money, how are we to respond to the gaping need of
our neighbor? "Open hearts, open minds, and open
doors" is a good introductory slogan. A disbursement policy of "frugal hearts, economizing minds,
and closed treasury doors," though much more
fiscally logical, closes us to all the riches of giving.

Desperate Measures
y the end of the summer, most all of
the unskilled labor work at the building
project was complete. Windy Bill, one of
the older local laborers, who was as proficient a talker as he was a worker, had
to be laid off. This widower had taught
me how to swing the mattock. He said, "Boy, hit the
ground with the mattock like I
live: hard, really hard." He looked
for other work, but in that remote
mountain county he found none.
Soon after the layoff, things went
from really bad to desperate.
One morning after his kids
got on the bus, Windy Bill got his
double-barreled shotgun and
headed up the dirt road in his
old pickup. After drinking most
of the pint he had, he got out of
the truck and wrapped his old
army belt tight around his left
arm. Then he placed his left
What do you do about an open hand in front of the shotgun. He
door?
pulled both triggers, destroying
his left hand. He somehow drove himself to the hospital. They couldn't give him anything for the pain
because of the alcohol.
In a few weeks he was out and driving again.
With his remaining hand, he opened the door at the
government office and went in to show them his
stump. Windy Bill could now put a little food on the
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table for his family. He qualified as "disabled from a
hunting accident." When I heard the news at
Bartlett's Esso station, one of the men said, "Ain't
that a hell of a way for man to hafta get a little help."
How can we of the church best give a hand to the
widower and widows? How might we open a door
for the orphaned and oppressed in the name and
spirit of Christ Jesus? How can we go about "freeing
the oppressed, and working to develop social structures that are consistent with the gospel"? (1122) We
cannot squander scarce resources on lofty plans that
are as well conceived as sending hogs to take flying
lessons from hummingbirds. But if we had confidence in outcome-based goals, along with realistic
expectations for making a sustaining difference with
annually evaluated, measurable results; and if we
had confidence in one another, what a difference
could we make as disciples of Christ Jesus?
What if we began by giving a small portion of
what we have, not as a handout, but as a hand-up to
the legions in desperate circumstances? We could
entrust a modest portion of our assets to disciples of
Christ with the how-to and heart to be change
agents. Since we believe that the "heart of Christian
ministry is Christ's ministry of outreaching love,"
could we establish a Love of Neighbor outreach
from many gifts of a widow's mite?
What difference could "two very small copper
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny," possibly
make? (Mark 12:42 NIV) Imagine that we could
create faith-based economic and community development endeavors across the world. Now imagine
that we, as United Methodists, have not only the
how-to but the heart to make a difference in "freeing
the oppressed, and working to develop social structures that are consistent with the gospel." If we gave
a widow's-mite offering of a half cent per dollar of
the $40 billion in United Methodist Church asset
property in the United States (2002 UMC Statistical
Review), United Methodists could boldly invest $200
million annually in giving a life-sustaining hand-up
in the name of Jesus.

Anybody Can Make a Difference
here was a chill in the air that autumn
Saturday. I went with the three-man
traveling crew to the Grassy Creek construction project to do some cleanup. It
was colder that evening coming back
home. The four of us, squeezed into the
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old home place at Cane Creek. Wispy gray smoke
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That scrap of a quilt was still their only door. I
thought the same things the rest of the crew must
have been thinking. We ought to do something.
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Harlan Joe, the construction superintendent and
son of a South Carolina low-country sharecropper,
was the first to speak. Even when he was drinking,
he was one of the best men in the construction business. Harlan was stone-cold sober that Saturday
evening, however, when he said, "It don't have to be
a new door." After a moment, Ray said he thought
he had saved a couple of old exterior doors from a
little remodeling job from a while back. Little Bill
said he knew where they were at the shop. One exterior door had the key in the lock and hinges on the
door. They had finally figured out what to do.
The next week they stopped the truck at Cane
Creek and asked if they could measure the door. The
shy young momma of three was frightened, but she
let them measure the door without even asking them
what for. That Friday evening the crew all got home
too late to cash their paychecks. Harlan Joe went
home sober and smiling. Brothers Ray and Bill,
along with Bill's family, went to their momma' s
house. And for the first time since they moved into
that old home place at Cane Creek, the couple with
three kids slept a little warmer and a little safer in
their house with a closed door.
The crew were not church people, but somehow
they figured out they had the skills and resources to
make a difference. They figured that everybody matters and anybody can make a difference.

1

'

The Abundance of God's Grace
hat have we United Methodists figured out about open
doors? Do you suppose w e
could learn from the Old
Testament story of the four
Good Samaritans?(2 Kings 7)
Could we, like they, be liberators of the desperate
and hopeless? Or have we, like the Samaritan king' s
trusted servant in 2 Kings 7:2, so long been the gatekeepers of the realities of scarcity that we no longer
believe in the reality of God's
abundant grace? (2 Kings 6:17)
Have we, like the residents of
Samaria, been so long focused
upon our dwindling resources
that we cannot raise our eyes to
see the chariots of fire that
bring liberating possibilities?
Have we so long listened to the
daily news that we cannot hear
the sound of our God on the
move? Are we so long a people
accustomed to being comfortably on the inside that we forget that we began, like the
Wesleys, as those on the outside? Have we of The United
Methodist Church somehow
forgotten that everybody matters to Jesus, and anybody can
make a difference?
What do you do about an
open door? Unlike the gatekeeper of scarcity, instead of holding back, let us be
wise and faithful in opening the door wide. With
minds unlocked from a philosophy of scarcity and
hearts wide open to the abundance of God's grace,
let us go forth boldly as 10 million United
Methodists to make a world of difference!

Dr. Alan Rice is the superintendent of the North
Wilkesboro District of the Wes tern North Ca rol ina
Annual Conference.

And for the first time since they moved into that
old home place at Cane Creek, the couple with
three kids slept a liffle warmer and a liffle safer in
their house with a closed door.
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A Covenant of

•

e ations
by Chet and Jodi Cataldo

Clockwise from far left: Youth at the
Sanciai United Methodist Church in
Kaunas, Lithuania; Natalya with her
Lithuanian classmates; Chet greets an
elder church member; Chet and Jodi in
front of their church in Kybarti.

icture yourself living
in another country
with different customs-among people
speaking another language, maybe having
another value system or set of
beliefs-trying to communicate a
message of hope and life that is
available to all through the person
of Jesus Christ. In the evenings, you
are exhausted from speaking and
thinking in this other language; you
are exhausted from accomplishing
simple daily tasks, such as shopping, mailing letters, traveling from
one part of the city to another, and
getting something to eat. In addition, you are always being watched
and observed because you are "the
missionary." How are you going to
react to things? What are you going
to do? What are you going to say?

8

Are you honest? Are you hardworking? Are you faithful? Do you
live what you preach?
Welcome to the life of a missionary! This way of life tells us
how important it is for missionaries to be in covenant relationship

with others from their home culture. It is much like a lifeline that
provides a missionary with support, prayers, a bond of communication, and a living testament of
the Church in a greater sense. As
a missionary becomes a bridge
between two different cultures, the
covenant relationship solidifies
that edifice into one strong bond,
merging us all into one body in
Jesus Christ.
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Why Missionaries?
Our itinera tion in the United States
was a time of blessing as well as a
time to reconnect. D urin g our
visits to churches, one of the questions that arose fairly often was
"Wh y do we need missionaries?"
This qu estion is an excellent
one. Why missionaries? Our under-

standin g of miss10n lead s u s to
respond that yes, we do indeed
need missionaries because God
h as called the church to go into all

the world to make disciples.
Missionaries, in addition to
preaching the Gospel, participate
in relationships between two or
more diverse cultures. In these
relationships, new languages are
learned, different cultures are
experienced, m u tual understanding develops, and possibilities of
connection between those cultures
h as begun.
The Body of Christ is rich in
diversity, but it is so important that
in that diversity we also find connection. How can we truly be one
in the body of Christ if we do not
connect, or find some avenue of
m utual u nderstanding and enrich ment? It is through these connections and relationships that it is
possible to make disciples. The
church grows through rela tionship- relationship with Christ and
with one another.
As we traveled, we shared what
God is doing in Lithuania and
acquainted one culture with another. We truly believe that through
these connections, the church grew.
Covenant Churches Receive
Visits From Missionaries
There are many wonderful people
in the United States of America.
Our family visited w ith many of

you while w e were itinerating in
the United States this p as t summer. For the tw o months we were
itinerating, we drove 8000 miles by
car, slept in 45 different beds, and
shared the story of The United
Methodist Church in Lithu ania
over 75 times! We were privileged
to be able to share our lives w ith
you and to be able to share your

Chet, Jodi, and Natalya with their dog,
Wesley.

My "Theology" of Potlucks
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orlucks are not simply about eating; they are about sharing. People bring food from their homes, from their
own lives, and share with others. Healthy and growing churches have potlucks. Potlucks can summarize the
Gospel and the life of the church. It is in sharing with others what God has blessed us with that the Gospel
spreads, people are won to Christ, and fellowship truly occurs. It is also in this "porluck fellowship" that people
grow in their faith.
We thantc you for the "potlucks" that we were able to share with you. Our lives are richer (and our clothes a
bit tighter) because in our potluck experience with you, we have taken a few more steps toward the goal of being
like Jesus.
Chet Cataldo

P
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lives as well. You shared yo ur
homes, resources, and so much
more with us. You gave us so much
and we were truly blessed.

The Rev. Dr. Chet and Jodi Cataldo
serve as GBGM missionaries assigned
to the growing churches of Lithuania.
They have two adult children, Jeremiah
and Tobin, living in the United States,
and one daughter, Natalya, who lives
with them in Lithuania.

Youth of the Ukmerge youth fellowship in Lithuania.

What Does It Mean To Be in a Covenant Relationship?
by Vol Rush

F

irst, because of the church's previous relationship with Chet and Jodi, we had a very special bond. Chet
Cataldo was the pastor of Bowman United Methodist Church in Bowman, North Dakota, up until 1999. It is
always easier to support missionaries when the congregation knows them. When Chet and Jodi went to
Lithuania, our church became interested in all the work that they were doing there. Every time the Cataldos
shared news with us, we printed it in our church newsletter. We try to keep the congregation informed of everything going on in Lithuania. Our church sent money for school supplies to the Lithuanians because Chet and Jodi
asked for help.
Judy Green, a member of our church and a special friend of the Cataldo family, has visited Lithuania twice.
Following each trip, we had a special service so that Judy could tell us about her experiences. We always lift up
the Cataldos and their ministry to the congregation.
Second, our relationship with the Cataldos and our reaching out to them has helped our church become more
mission-minded in other forms of outreach. People from our church have gone on a mission trip to Haiti as part of
the Solar Oven Mission Project. We took our youth on a mission trip to the Fort Toten Indian Reservation near Devil's
Lake. We also have become more involved with other mission projects within our community and our conference.
Our Covenant Relationship with Chet and Jodi has kept our eyes and our hearts on missions, and I believe
we have done more mission work because of that relationship. We believe that Jesus has called us to make disciples of all nations and that we are making a difference.
Third, because of our Covenant Relationship, the fires have kept burning in our church. We have been blessed
with people who give to missions. We feel in our hearts that God has entrusted us with a little, and because we
have been faithful with that, God has given us more.
A lot of churches have not had the opportunity our church has had-to have a former pastor who has gone
into the mission field . We feel fortunate to have this opportunity to learn more about the work of a missionary.
When Chet and Jodi and Natalya came back this summer to spend time in our church, we learned that we had
made a difference in the Kingdom of God. Chet shared with us stories about the lives that are being changed.
We realized that, because of our Covenant Relationship with Chet and Jodi, we will meet people in heaven who
are there because we helped the Cataldos share the good news of the Gospel with people in Lithuania.
The Rev. Vol Rush is the pastor of Bowman United Methodist Church in Bowman, North Dakota.
For more information about how to form a Covenant Relationship with a missionary, coll 212-870-3797, or visit the website: http://gbgm-umc.org/who_we_ore/mp/covenont.cfm
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EAGLES PROJECT
b Ann Saunkeah
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any churches in the southeast region of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference are located in very rural
areas. Church membership is small
on the average, smaller than the
definition of "small church" in the
Book of Discipline. Church members
primarily are members of the
Choctaw Nation. The few elders
present in the congregations may
speak entirely in the Choctaw Ian-

guage. The services include tribal
hymns that date back more than
170 years to the Trail of Tears.*
Culture plays an important role
among these nine churches:
Bokchito UMC, Cane Hill UMC,
Old Cedar UMC, Pine Grove
UMC, Kullichito UMC, Kullituklo

.~~,,if1l1fJ~

The Southeast Eagles Project's children 's choir sings praise songs and traditional
Choctaw songs at the Oklahoma Indian Missionan; Annual Conference, June 2002 .

UMC, Bethel Hill UMC, St. Paul
UMC, and Boiling Springs UMC.
Each of the churches wants to maintain the predominant Choctaw
culture of the congregation. One of
the key things that these churches
have in common is a great number
of children. Three years ago, adult
leaders recognized the common
elements they shared with their
neighbor churches, including the
need to educate adults w ho
worked w ith children. They wanted to review United Methodist
curriculums for Sunday school,
Vacation Bible School, and weekend retreats. They wanted to learn
how to incorporate their culture
into the curriculum. The leaders
also felt the need to develop a support group in the southeast region.
Because of the rural setting, distance was often an obstacle.
With the urging of the Southern
District Superintendent, the Rev.
Anita Phillips, the leaders applied
for a three-year Rural I Reservation / Urban Initiative Grant from
the Native American Compreh ensive Plan. The grant, in addition
to each church's contribution,
enabled the leaders to begin the
Eagles Project and to meet on a
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quarterly basis. Weekend workshops were designed around curricul ums, resources, arts and
crafts, and the sharing of ideas.
The Rev. Anita Phillips said:
"Weekend retreats were planned
for children that emphasized leadership, fellowship, and nurturing .. .. Youth were incorporated into
the program as volunteers as well
as role models."
Vivian Williams, Chairperson of
the Eagles Project, said, "We feel the
Eagles Project has been a success."
During an idea-sharing time,
the churches decided to develop a
children' s choir that would participate in some of the local events in
the communities. The choir members learned praise songs and
traditional Choctaw songs and
participated in the Oklahoma
Indian Missionary Conference's
Annual Conference in June 2002.
The leaders of these ministries
within each local church have

received resources and strength
from the Eagles Project, and a
support network among churches
has been established. The Rev.
Phillips says that the adult leaders

served as models of discipleship.
Ann Saunkeah is the Executive
Director of the Native American
Comprehensive Plan.

*The Indian Removal Act of 1830 enacted du ring President Andrew Jackson's Administration
fo rcibly removed eastern tribes from Georgia and North Carolina and relocated them to Oklahoma.
They made the trip on foot without adequate provisions. Many died on the way.

M

Congregational development grants to Rockingham District Native American Cooperative
Ministry Project enabled volunteers to repair a roof on one of their church buildings.

Native A•erican Co•prehensive Plan 2001-2004

D

he Native American Comprehensive Plan of The United Methodist Church is the operating strategy of the
Native American Comprehensive Plan Task Force (NACPTF). The voting membership of the task force comprises
two Native representatives from each of the five jurisdictions, two representatives from the Oklahoma Indian
Missionary Conference, one representative from the Alaska Missionary Conference, a Native American youth, a
Native American young adult, two representatives from the Native American International Caucus, and two representatives from the National United Methodist Native American Center. The following agencies provide resource
people to the task force who have no vote: the Council of Bishops, General Board of Global Ministries, General
Board of Church and Society, General Board of Discipleship, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry,
Commission on United Methodist Men, General Commission on Religion and Race, General Commission on
Christian Unity and lnterreligious Concerns, General Council on Ministries, Commission on the Status and Role of
Women, Women's Division, and United Methodist Communications.
During the 2001-200.4 quadrennium, The United Methodist Church, through the extension of the Native American
Comprehensive Plan (NACP), has strategically placed itself in ministry with Native individuals and convnunities.
Through the mandate of the 2000 General Conference, the Native American Comprehensive Plan, in cooperation with
general boards and agencies, implemented a series of programs extending each of its four commitments:
Congregational Development, Denominational Presence, Leadership Development, and Native American Spirituality.
The commitments have resulted in the events and ongoing programs listed on the following page.

T
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Native American Comprehensive Plan 2001-2004
Congregational Development
Revitalization, Congregational Development, and Cooperative Ministries Grants
Rockingham District Native American Cooperative Ministry Project:
Robeson County, North Carolina, and Dillon and Marlboro
Counties, South Carolina
Nanticoke Indian Mission United Methodist Church, Millsboro, Delaware
Hallelujah Project, Picket Chapel UMC, Sapulpa, Oklahoma
Making Disciples, Tohwoli UMC, Broken Bow, Oklahoma
Southeast Eagles Project, Southeast Region, Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference
Triad UMC, Greensboro, North Carolina
Triangle Native American UMC, Raleigh, North Carolina
Ministry Development Grants
Norman First American Lambs Pre-Youth Group, Norman, Oklahoma
Local Church Consultation
Pathway for Change: ACongregational Vision Quest, Nanticoke lndion
Mission, Millsboro, Delaware

rative

New Native United Methodist Ministries
Trion.gle UMC, Raleigh, North Carolina
Phoenix, Arizona
Portland, Oregon
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Denver, Colorado

Jurisdictional Native United Methodist Ministries Grants
Northeastern Jurisdiction Native American Ministry Task Force
North Central Jurisdiction Native American Ministry
South Central Jurisdiction/UM( American Indian Ministry
Western Jurisdiction
Celebrating Our Post While Embracing Our Present, Southeastern
Jurisdiction Native American Ministry, February 2002
Southeastern Jurisdiction Agency for Native American Ministries,
Summer 2003
For As Long as the Water Flows: Our Commitment to Native American Ministry
Annual Conference committees on Native American Ministry (ACCONAM),
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Morch 1-4, 2001
Consultation with Native American representatives on boards and agencies,
Feburary 8-11 , 2001, Tulsa, Oklahoma
~·

Leadership Development
Native American Loy Ministry, Discovering and Exploring Our Gift,
February 7-9, 2003, Nashville, Tennessee
AStory to Tell, AFaith to Shore, Native American School of Evangelism,
September 12-14, 2003, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Exploration 2002, November 15-17, 2003, Chicago, Illinois
Seminary Scholarships

Grants for the Development of Native Leadership

Denominational Presence

ts:

South Central Jurisdiction American Indian Ministry, October 24-25, 2003
Grants for Strengthening Native American Denominational Presence
Voices in the Wind-Connecting Our Faith, Morch 15-17, 2002,
Fayetteville, Arkansas
Enlarging the Circle, October 24-25, 2003, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Alaska Federation of Natives, Anchorage, Alaska
Native American UMC Presence in Humanitarian Aid to Native People
of Alaska
Native American International Caucus Family Comp 2003, 2002, 2001
Native American Film Library: Native American Office, United Methodist
Communications

Training for the Development of a Youth or Young Adult Ministry
Northeastern Jurisdiction Native American Task Force, November 15-17,
2002
Southeastern Jurisdiction Agency for Native American Ministry, June 2003

Lay speaking school, West Michigan and Ohio
Native American Course of Study Program,West Michigan
Navajo Ministries, Window Rock, New Mexico
Pastors' training, Window Rock , New Mexico
Lay Speakers Assembly, September 6-7, 2002, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference Leadership Development Loy
Missioner Training Event, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference Local Licensing School
OIMC United Methodist Women Mission Education Event, July 17-20, 2002,
Fayetteville, Arkansas
Native American Campus Ministry Project, Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference 2002-2003

Native American Spirituality
Native American Spirituality is woven into congregational development,
denominational presence, and Native leadership development. It uses Native
songs and liturgy, cultural art in worshipareas, and Native American clergy
and lay leaders.

Other Grants/Workshops
High Plains Consultation, 2001 , Sioux Falls, South Dakota
General Conference Mandate
Economic Development and Empowerment Task Force
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Implementing the National Comprehensive Plan for

TOWN & COUNTRY
MINISTRIES
by Carol J. Thompson

' ' The good news is that the sawmill isn't
closing; the bad news is that it is laying
off one shift. Seventeen people with 35
children among them will no longer have
jobs. That's a lot of folks in this community; our food bank needs to be ready. ' '
"Our families have been
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"One more family in the

fishing for hundreds of

church packed their things,

years, generations before

boarded up the house, and

they came to the United

moved out this week . They

States. With the price the

can't find a job. They can't

.

Cr ·, ~:,"1S

sell their house . All they feel
that they can do is start over."

canneries

are paying,

we're not breaking even.
We've cut all the costs we

"Many of the big old ranches are being sold, divided
into smaller parcels. People
are building huge homes;
some live here, but for most
it's their second or third
house."

"This farm has been in my
'
ti
f amlly f or 1our genera ons;
I'm a farmer. My nine-yearold son wants to farm
'
when he grows up, but th e
way things are going, I'm
not sure he will be able to
make enough to live on."

'

can; what do we do?"
"The people who have moved into
the community and have come to
church make such an incredible contribution; I'm not sure what we would
d
.h
h ,,
o wit out t em!

In September we had no Sunday school. Now we average five children and twice that many adults. Forming
a class or group for youth is our next hope. Do you have
any ideas or suggestions about how to do that? ' '

14
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These word-pictures, and hundreds more spoken and heard each
day, make up the reality of rural
America in 2004. In some areas new
people are moving in, while in other
places people are moving out. In
some places, the economy is unable
to support families, while in others
the economy is not a problem. Some
places are near despair, while others
are filled with hope. Where some
churches have turned inward in an
attempt to survive, others reach out
to their neighbors. What makes the
difference?
Rural church leaders seek to
lead the church in addressing the
needs and concerns-and sharing
the joys and celebrations-of rural
congregations, their pastors, and
their communities. "Born Again in
Every Place, The National Comprehensive Plan" was written after
people responded to a survey sent
to lay and clergy leadership of
three rural churches in each district
of the United States, racial/ ethnic
rural churches, members of The
National Fellowship of Associate
Members and Local Pastors, the
United Methodist Rural Fellowship, and the Rural Chaplains
Association. The writing team used
the Comprehensive Plan and current data to create "An Action Plan."
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Action Plan Recommendations
• Encourage the whole church to
study the Foundation Document,
"Born Again in Every Place" and
"An Action Plan."
• Form a General Church Team
on Town and Country Ministries
convened by the General Secretary
of the General Board of Global
Ministries, with representation of
all the boards and agencies of
the church. Include two members
from the Council of Bishops, one
to be designated by the Council as
chair, and others who have responsibility, interest, or concern for
rural areas in seminaries, within or
outside church networks.

Above: Members of the McDowell family of Franklin, Iowa have lived and worked on
their farm for three generations. Opposite, p. 14: Protesters outside a government
building (left) . Food pantries in some rural areas have trouble keeping the shelves
stocked in recent years. The need increases while the donations decrease (right).

• Create a learning I teaching culture that will lend itself to the
formation of a system of feedback
and data collection and the gathering and disseminating of effective
models and practices of town and
country ministry.
• Develop delivery systems of
educational opportunities for pastoral leadership, lay leadership,
and pastoral/ clergy-laity ministry
teams.
• Prepare a Town and Country
Ministry Toolkit to equip pastors
with practical skills, foster lay
leadership, and teach congregations the "here's how" of rural and
country ministries.
• Deploy rural ministry specialists to help transfer leadership
skills among many different ministry settings and promote cooperative ministry in its many forms.
A Plan to Transform Churches
Ever mindful of the need for faithful discipleship, with concern for

both neighbor and self, rural
church leaders from across the
denomination, with the guidance
of the General Board of Global
Ministries' Office of Town and
Country Ministries, culminated
eight years of work with the
Action Plan.
"It's an exciting time to be in
rural ministry!" said Judith
Bortner Heffernan, Executive
Director of the Heartland Network
for Town and Rural Ministries and
member of the Task Force for the
Comprehensive Plan, the Action
Plan, and the writing team. "I
think we have something to share
with the whole church that will
transform urban, suburban, and
rural churches, bringing new life to
our neighbors and communities."

The Rev. Carol J. Thompson is the
Executive Secretary, Office of Town
and Country Min is tries, General
Board of Global Ministries.
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COUNTING THE HOURS
Unit d M thodist Volunteers in Mission
compiled by Jeanie Blankenbaker
uring the present quadrennium, the General Board of
Global Ministries has been gathering and organizing data
pertaining to the activities and contributions of thousands
of volunteers who give their time and support to mission.
Whether as individuals or as members of teams, working
a few days a year, weeks, or several months, volunteers have made a
tremendous impact on their own lives, the lives of those they serve, and
the congregations that send them.
Figures for the first half of the quadrennium have been received and
calculated. The figures shown below reflect the mission trips reported
by the jurisdictional coordinators of United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission. Congregations that send teams but do not report through their
jurisdictional coordinators are not reflected in the chart below. During
the first half of the quadrennium, a total of 171,000 volunteers worked
within the United States and traveled to more than 70 other countries,
assisting, building, or rebuilding churches, schools, clinics, and homes.
They made direct contributions to projects that totaled more than $20
million worldwide.

Jeanie Blankenbaker is the Assistant General Secretary for Mission Volunteers
at the General Board of Global Ministries.

Volunteer in Mission Daph ne Moses, the
Minister of Outreach at First UMC in
Brownsville, Tennessee, surrounded by
children in Nicaragua.

Annual Summary of Jurisdictional Totals - 2002
#Teams

Jurisdiction
Med

Const/

Western

27
19
103
63
14

291
497
1409
628
123

Total

226

2,948

North Central
Northeastern
South Central
Southeastern

6

#Members
Med

#Days

Const/Edu

Total# Mem

400
91
1,184
711
153

5,873
11 ,890
19,137
10,511
3,890

6,273
11 ,981
20,321
11 ,222
4,043

43,911
83,867
142,247
78,554
43,544

2,S39

Sl,301

S3,840

392,123
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Work Days

Monetary worth of
donated volunteer hours
Jurisdiction

Names of places where VIM teams worked
I

Hours x $15.39* •

Angola

France

A rm en ia
Bahama s
Bel ize

Gambia
G hana

Nepal
Northern Ireland,
Panama

G uam

Peru
Poland
Puerto Rico

NCJ

4,73 0,532 .03

NEJ

9,034,991 .9 1

Bol ivia

SCJ

15,324,269 .3 1

SEJ

8,462 ,622 .42

Bosni a
Brazil

Guatemala
G uyana
Ha iti

WJ

4,690,995 .12

Cambod ia
Canada

Hond uras
Indonesi a

Chi le

Israel/Pa lesti ne
Jama ica

*Grand Total

$42,243,410.79

Ch ina
Costa Rica

**Calculations use the 200 l Points of Light Foundation figure of $ 15 .39/ hr ($107.73/7- hr. day)

Cuba
Czech Republ ic
Democratic Republ ic

Republic of
Georgia
Romania
Si erra Leone
Slovakia
South Africa

Japan
Kenya
Latvia

of the Congo
Dom inican Republ ic
Ecuador
El Salvador

Li beri a
Lithuan ia
Mexico
Montserra t
Mozambique

Eston ia

N icaragua

Spain
Uganda
Uruguay
Ukraine
USA
Venezuela
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Virtually all US states have welcomed UMVIM teams from within their
own conferences or from outside their conferences.

Dollar Contributions

Project

777,079
l,548,000
684,353
2,521,268
l,087,045

$6,617,745

Med

#Countries

Team Exp.

Other

400,000
2,970,261

975,580
619,000
l,050,000

62,450

30,480

l,752,659
14,268,000
2,318,282
6,597,642
l,203,010

$3,432,711

$1,699,480

$25,362,S 14

Total·

16,835,000
7,022,896
9, 118, 910
2,382,985

$37, 112,450

Int.

USA

45
70
68
48
44

31
23
29
20
19
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# Proiects

Int.

USA

50

185

107

150
46
64

68

17

In 1999, the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) started the Korean

American Mission Program (KAMP) to provide support for Korean mission
pastors' salaries and benefits for a three-year period. Over the three-year period,
41 Korean Mission Pastors were commissioned by the GBGM.
Most Korean Mission Pastors had been ordained in the Methodist Church of
Korea. The time limit for KAMP was based on the assumption that a mission
congregation could become self-supporting in three years and then be transferred
to the annual conference as a fully chartered church. This transfer would ensure
the security of the pastor's family by providing a minimum salary plus a benefits package. This was a possible assumption and, in a few cases, the mission
congregations have joined The United Methodist Church.

I
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n 2000, the Pittsburgh Korean
United Methodist Church was
established as a joint project of
the Western Pennsylvania Annual
Conference, the Northeastern
Jurisdiction Korean Mission, and
the National Council on Korean
American Ministries. The Rev.
Sang Kong Choi was selected by
the Western Pennsylvania Conference and commissioned as a
Korean Mission Pastor. A monthly
salary package, split three ways
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attempted to put his energy into
making the church unique . He
embraced all people w ho came
through the doors with a multiethnic and bilingual ministry. He used
both English and Korean in the bulletins, in hymn singing, and when
he delivered sermons. Believing in
the power of intercessory prayer,
the Rev. Choi encouraged the people to pray for the church. About 40
people, including Korean, African
American, Caucasian, and Chinese
students, English-speaking professional people, and children, attended Sunday worship services.
Today, the Rev. Choi and his
congregation are looking forward
to their third anniversary in April
2004, when they will have their
chartering service. They will
praise, glorify and give thanks to
God and His Son Jesus Christ for
the blessings and guidance
bestowed upon this new congregation through the connectional
system of The United Methodist
Church. This church is one of 11
that developed and grew into a
chartered congregation over the
last three years. Pittsburgh Korean
UMC joined the connection
through the Western Pennsylvania Conference and the Rev.
Choi has become a full clergy
member of the conference.

m
a
of

ta!
rn

1d

an
~v.

by
~r·

Jy

ys

among the three bodies, and an
additional housing allowance
were secured for three years.
The Rev. Choi prayed for
God's guidance for his ministry.
Gradually he came to believe that
he was called to "seek out and to
save the lost" (Luke 19:10). He
and his wife decided to find the
"lost" at a nearby university. They
prepared Kimbap lunch bags
(cooked rice, meat, and vegetables
wrapped with seaweed) for five to

six people and visited the students
in the campus dining room. They
used this weekly lunch ministry to
approach university students for
an entire year. This effort raised an
awareness of the church among
the students and community.
People gradually began to come to
the church.
The Rev. Choi attended gatherings of Korean people and visited
Korean-owned stores regularly to
promote the new church. He

Background
Korean Methodist congregations
have grown in number and size in
the United States over the last
three decades. The 1965 Immigration Act abolishing immigration
quotas based on national origin
became the background for a mass
wave of Korean immigrants to the
United States. This influx resulted
in the sudden growth of Korean
churches in this country and the
eventual formation of the Korean
American Mission Program within
The United Methodist Church.
From 1976 to 1990, an annual
average of 30,000-35,000 Koreans
immigrated to the United States.
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During the 1970s and 1980s,
Koreans were the third largest
immigrant
group,
following
Mexicans and Filipinos. The
prospect of a higher standard of
living and better educational
opportunities motivated many
Koreans to choose trans-Pacific
imrnigra ti on.
It is characteristic of Korean
immigrants to establish churches
upon settling. For them, the church
is not only a place of worship
but also the community center.
Church is where they enjoy fellowship, share living experiences, and
pass on information about job
opportunities.
Beginning in the mid-1970s,
Korean churches of all denominations were established in the areas
of Los Angeles, New York, Chicago,
San Francisco, and other major cities
where Korean immigrants concentrated. Initially, new congregations
were organized in many ways:
sometimes as Bible study groups in
private homes, and sometimes with
formal services in the buildings of
other United Methodist congregations. The host churches initially
were willing to share their facilities
with these fledgling congregations,
considering them an extension of
their own missions.
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The Rev. Sang Kong Choi and family in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

tJi

pastors to cross. The majority of
the pastors attended seminaries in
Korea and were already ordained
in the Methodist Church of Korea.
It was very difficult for them to
attend a US seminary while they
also struggled to build viable congregations in difficult situations.
Frustrated and disappointed
ministers contacted the Methodist
Church in Korea for assistance. The
Church in Korea, however, was
hesitant to get involved because of
its long-standing relationship with
The United Methodist Church in
the United States. Unable to secure
support from the established
denominations, the new congregations created a new denomination
of their own.
World Korean Methodist Church
In the spring of 1986, a group of
concerned Korean Methodist ministers called a conference and
organized The World Korean
Methodist Church. They elected
the Rev. Chang Kyun Sun as its
founding bishop. Since then, many
Korean Methodist ministers have
attempted to make a home in this
newly organized denomination. In
fact, under the flag of the World
Korean Methodist Church, the
number of Korean Methodist congregations reached nearly 100 by
1992. However, not all Korean
Methodist ministers whole-heartedly accepted this new denomina-

Attempts to Join The UMC
As Korean Methodist ministers
approached United Methodist
annual conferences to express their
desire to join the denomination,
they were denied acceptance. They
were told that United Methodist
churches must meet the following
criteria: 1. The church has to be a
self-supporting congregation; and
2. The church's pastor must have a
degree that is equivalent to a
Master of Divinity from a seminary in the United States. These
thresholds of the United Methodist
denomination were too restrictive
for many new Korean Methodist

tion. For many, their hearts and
minds would not allow them to
separate completely from the historic Methodist denomination.
Korean Church Involvement
After careful study and consideration, the 1993 General Conference of
the Korean Methodist Church decided to officially organize the Overseas
Korean Methodist Mission Conference, which included mission
churches in the United States. This
caused some tension between The
United Methodist Church and the
Korean Methodist Church.
During the 1980s, the KoreanAmerican population continued to
expand. Presbyterian, Baptist, and
Full Gospel denominations, in
particular, were able to establish
new churches quickly. Korean
American United Methodists, however, were not able to charter new
churches, given the ministerial and
congregational processes mandated
by the annual conferences.
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Korean American Mission
Working with the General Board of
Global Ministries, the leaders of
the National Association of KoreanAmerican
United
Methodist
Churches submitted a petition to the
1984 General Conference. This petition asked the church to create
a structure that would assist the
expansion of United Methodist ministries among Korean Americans.
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The petition was adopted, and the
responsibility of its implementation
was given to the GBGM.
On October 27, 1987, the Eastern
Seaboard Korean American Mission
began its work with an installation
service of its first mission superintendent, the Rev. Poong Ro Cha. The
purpose of the service was to share
the ow nership of the Korean
American Mission with all the local
Korean American United Methodist
churches and the conferences in
the Northeastern Jurisdiction. Many
Korean American United Methodist
churches initially participated in the
mission work with generous financial support. In 1989, the Western
Jurisdiction Korean American
Mission was established; and by
1992, the other three jurisdictions

had Korean American Missions in
place, with mission superintendents.
The Korean American Mission
program s in the five jurisdictions
began working w ith annual conference leaders to accomplish four
m ain objectives:
1. Develop new congregations;
2. Provide guidance and nurture
for new congregations and p astors;
3. Transfer Korean congregations
to ch arter membership in annual
conferences once they reach the
level of self-support;
4. Assist pastors in their ordination
processes to become full members
of an annual conference.
In 1998, the GBGM developed
the Korean American Mission
Program to help the jurisd ictions

implement the four goals. In 1999,
the first Korean American Mission
Pastors were commissioned.
The establishment of Korean
American Mission programs gave
new hope and encouragement to
the Korean Methodist ministers
who were struggling to develop
congregations without
viable
denominational identity or support.
Th ese congregations were invited to
become mission congregations.
Under the leadership of the enthusiastic mission pastors, many new
congregations were established.

The Rev. Dr. Joseph C. W Lee, a
retired pastor of The United Methodist
Church and Director of the 21 st
Century Pastoral Ministries, passed
away on October 8, 2003.

Progra111 Evaluatlon
The Korean American Mission Program has served a significant role in strengthening Korean American ministries and providing financial resources for new Korean congregations in the five jurisdictions. At the same time,
it helped to boost morale for Korean American Mission Pastors by offering them the status of missionaries of the
GBGM. Since many of the mission pastors serving under Korean American Jurisdictional Missions did not have
any connection to annual conferences, missionary status provided the connection within The UMC. More than
40 new mission congregations were established. This number reflects the significant way in which KAMP served
as a financial resource for the Korean American Jurisdictional Missions.
Besides financial resources, KAMP intended to help the commissioned Korean American Mission Pastors join
annual conferences as full clergy members. Missionary status was intended as a stepping stone in the process.
For various reasons, KAMP did not successfully accomplish this objective:
1. Many Korean American mission pastors received their college and seminary education from Korean institutions and had difficulty learning English. They had problems meeting language and educational requirements
for the conferences' Boards of Ordained Ministry. Although some pastors had the determination and means to
continue their seminary education and English language studies in the United States, most of them did not.
2. The leadership of annual conferences and annual conferences' Boards of Ordained Ministry did not understand the nature and work of the Korean American Jurisdictional Missions and their mission pastors. Thus,
initiating a conversation about the membership issue was very difficult.
The process of attaining clergy membership in annual conferences is long and complicated, and the length
of time that KAMP offered to Korean American Mission Pastors may have not been sufficient to accomplish the
objective. Still, KAMP played a significant role not only as a financial resource to help mission pastors but also
as an important means to expand Korean American ministries in the United States. The Korean American
Mission Program laid a strong foundation for Korean American ministries to continue to grow and deepen their
roots within The United Methodist Church .
-The Rev. Jong Sung Kim, Executive Secretary
for Asian American and Pacific Islanders Ministries, General Board of Global Ministries.

\S.
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STORIES OF FAITH

•
by Amy L. Dimond

Amy Dimond with friends from Brazil.

Amy Dimond served for three months
as a Global Justice Volunteer assigned
to the Sao Gabriel Methodist Community Cen ter in Belo Horizonte, an
outreach of the Methodist Church of
Brazil. The center provides programming such as dance, theatre, computer
training, art, music, and Chris tian
education for children ages 5 to 18.
G T twould be impossible for me to
have walked away from my experience in Brazil without changing m y
own personal concept of mission. I
had a stereotypical vision of mission: I would be living in a tin room
and boiling water from a stream,

J

and I would be able to do something tangible while I was
there. Well, when I arrived in Belo Horizonte, there was no
stream. I did not live in a tin shack. And there wasn't a tangible "something" that I could hang onto after I came home
and say that I accomplished.
My concept of mission since returning from Brazil is one
that I wish I had always had, one that I don' t want to lose.
Mission isn't necessarily doing. Mission was all about being
while I was in Brazil. At first, I could not communicate in
Portuguese; and even when I could communicate a little
more, it was surely not with ease. But that did not matter. I
didn' t need the language to communicate with people. It
was amazing to me how just being with the kids-playing
with them, laughing with them, dancing with them, drawing with them, eating lunch with them, walking home with
them-was enough.
Often I thought to myself: "I am not doing anything here.
This is not mission. I am just hanging out." Yet those
moments of spending time with the kids and adults were
very precious to me, and I hope to them as well. The relationships I built are the mission. They are the steps that connect humanity with humanity. It didn't matter that I was
from South Dakota, USA, or that they were from Belo
Horizonte, Brazil. We connected, one-on-one, and there is
something spiritual about that. Learning about who they are:
that is mission. It wasn't about what I could do for them or
bring to them. It wasn't even about what they did for me
while I was there, although I treasure these gifts. Mission was
the bond we shared because of the time we spent together.
God shows up in unexpected moments and places.
It is very clear to me that God is in mission not just when
people build something, which we did, or when people
give food or money, which we did, or when we are able to
help someone heal physically or emotionally, which I hope
we did. God is in mission with us when we take the time to
know someone. Simply to be, while the hardest thing, is the
most important.

Amy Dimond is a seminary student at Saint Paul School of
Theology in Kansas City, Missouri. She is working on a Ma ter
of Divinity degree, to be completed in May 2005.
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PLANNING YOUR
MISSION CELEBRATION EVENTS
by

Una Jones
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the Mission Education program emphases
for the next quadrennium
is districtwide Mission
Celebration Events {MCE),
previously known as
Mission Saturation Events.
The purpose of the events
is to sh~re the global perspective of God's mission
by utilizing mission interpreters to "tell the story."
These events are wonderful
ways to celebrate and promote how we as United
Methodists honor God's
call to mission.
District and subdistric/ cluster MCEs are
being organized to celebrate mission and expand
and strengthen local and
global mission awareness
and programing. United
Methodists throughout the
connection will have an
opportunity to see the
global church in action
and celebrate their support
of the World Service Fund.
Mission interpreters promote the Advance, our

second - mile
giving to m1ss1on, as they
connect their
stories to projects
and
programs
around the world .
The events take place
either over a weekend or,
in some cases, during the
week, with an opening
banquet or commissioning service for the mission
interpreters. The goal of
this event is to give every
local church within a district the opportunity to
host several mission interpreters within a three-tofive-day period. Pastors
and leaders are encouraged to invite mission
interpreters to meet with
several groups in the local
church so that everyone
has a chance to hear the
mission story in a variety
of group settings. Your
Conference and District

Secretaries of
Global Ministries can be
contacted for
additional
assistance. The Advance
Field Staff in every jurisdiction is committed to
meet with you and plan
your event. The manual
Planning Your Mission
Celebration Event is a
working document that
has been designed to provide step-by-step ways to
plan a successful event.
These manuals are available from the Mission
Education Office or the
jurisdictional field staff
offices {Stock# 5685).
To schedule an event in
your district, contact your
jurisdictional field . staff.
They will provide additional information, specifically, the "Request for
ltineration of Mission Interpreters" form . Forward the

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2004

form to Mission Education,
which will assign General
Board of Global Ministries
mission interpreters to your
event.
Mission interpreters are
people who have served
as missionaries or participated in Volunteer-inMission projects or in a
Mission Travel Study {the
geographical study of
the Schools of Christian
Mission) . Others who have
a passion for God's mission can also be trained
as mission interpreters .
Several annual conferences and the General
Board of Global Ministries
train mission interpreters to
participate in these Mission
Celebration Events.
Come, let us celebrate!
Our goal is at least one
event for every district
throughout the connection
over the next quadrennium.

Una Jones is GBGM s Executive Secretary for Mission
Leadership Development.
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JANUARY 2004 •

Renew a covenant relationship with a GBGM missionary.
For additional information, contact the Conference Committee on Mission Personnel of
your annual conference or call 212-870-3797. For the Covenant Relationship webpage,
go to: http://gbgm-umc.org/who_we_are/mp/covenant.cfm
• Promote Human Relations Sunday, Jan. 18.* Invite com- .
munity developers, representatives of United Methodist service ~-:- ·
agencies, or representatives from police-community relations
programs to address the congregation.
~ ...
• Order the Children's Fund for Christian Mission materials ~ .:• · ; ...
from the General Board of Discipleship.

FEBRUARY 2004 • Black History Month
• Begin now to promote 2004 Schools of Christian Mission
studies. Refer to http://gbgm-umc.org/womens-division/index2.
html#studies or Service Center Catalog, pages 2-5, for information. Resources are available for adults, children, and youth.

Myanmar

MARCH 2004 • Promote One Great Hour of Sharing, Mar. 21. * Distribute
materials and invite speakers who work with the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) regarding hunger, refugees, and disaster relief.
• Women's History Month
• Time for the first quarterly contact with missionaries; send Easter cards. Use the
Prayer Calendar (Service Center Catalog, stock #3298, $8.50 + S/H) to find names and
addresses of additional missionaries and staff.
APRIL 2004 •

Holy Week/Easter, April 14-20. Incorporate Global Praise 1
(Service Center Catalog stock #2575, $6.95 + S/H) and Global Praise 2 (stock #2918,
$8.95 + S/H) songbooks with songs of faith from diverse traditions around the world.
• General Conference, April 27-May 7, 2004. Pray every day for the delegates who will
make major decisions for the whole United Methodist connection.
• Plan a summer Volunteer-in-Mission project for youth, adults, and individuals.
Contact your annual conference or jurisdictional UMVIM coordinator for project listings.
Reference websites: http:i /gbgm-umc.org/vim/jurisd_ sites.htm and
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/umconferences/vimpages.html
• Promote Native American Sunday April 25*

MAY 2004 •

Mission Month: Celebrate your local, national, and
international mission involvement. Hold a Mission Rally Sunday, gather for
a mission dinner, or invite a mission speaker.
• Promote Golden Cross Sunday.* (Date set by the annual conference.)
The Golden Cross represents Christ's healing presence in a hurting world.
Funds from the special offering are distributed directly to a local and conference health and welfare ministry.
• Visit the home page of the GBGM: http://gbgm-umc.org
• Plan a GBGM mission seminar and visit GBGM offices at 475 Riverside
Drive in New York City. For further details, e-mail UJones@gbgm-umc.org
or call 1-800-UMC-GBGM.

JUNE 2004 • In preparation for Vacation Bible School, visit a local
mission project and design a field trip.
• Encourage members to visit a mission project during their
summer travels. Go to the Community and Institutional Ministries
website, http://gbgm-umc.org/cim/.
• Complete the Mission Volunteer trip organized and planned in April.
• Promote Peace with Justice Sunday, June 6. *
24
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JULY 2004 •

Encourage church members to attend a School of
Christian Mission or some other mission education event in the conference. Studies for 2004 include Concerning Prayer, the spiritual growth
study; Cuba, the geographic study; and Public Education, the general
study. For resources, call the Service Center or go to http://gbgmumc.org/missionstudies/.

AUGUST 2004 •

Arrange local visits to mission projects that the
church supports. Request updates on the needs and recommendations of
the projects in order to plan for next year.

SEPTEMBER 2004 •

Evaluate mission programs and the budg-

et. Plan for the new year.
• Order new resources.
• Write a mission article for the local church newsletter and forward a copy
to the editor of the annual conference newsletter.
• Plan a mission activity for the children in Sunday
school. For ideas, go to the Kids Corner website:
http://gbgm-umc.org/kc/.
• Youth Programs: order Mission Mania, mission ideas
and programs for youth, from Cokesbury.
• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 to Oct. 15.

OCTOBER 2004 • Promote World Communion
Sunday, Oct. 3. * Invite people of many nationalities to
participate in worship, dress the altar in a way that represents different cultures of the world, serve communion
with bread from different parts of the world, and incorporate more than one language into the litany. This offering supports scholarships for students preparing for Christian leadership in our world.
• Thanksgiving: use this opportunity to care for others in the church's
local neighborhood.
• Celebrate with Hispanic members or develop a partnership
with a Hispanic congregation.
• Children's Sabbath, Oct. 8-1 o.

Nepal

NOVEMBER 2004 • Launch an Advance for Christ
and His Church fundraiser. Resources are sent to local pastors
annually. Design the program to educate the congregation about
why and how the Advance operates. Find additional information
at http://gbgm-umc.org/advance/.
• Support our United Methodist and other partners around the
world by giving to projects in the Partnership in Missions: Catalog
of General Advance Specials 2004 (stock #1745).
• Promote United Methodist Student Day, Nov. 28. *
DECEMBER 2004 •

Incorporate the special mission
music of Global Praise 1 and 2 for the Christmas season.
Order the special Christmas resource: Whose Birthday Is It Anyway?
This resource has ideas for a Christ-centered Christmas. It is also
available from UMCOR at http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/whose.stm
• Christmas cards are available from UMCOR by calling 1-800554-8583, $10.00 per box.
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Resources for the

Mission-Minded Congregation
New World Outlook The mission magazine for mission committees, pastors,
mission leaders, and everyone interested in the mission programs, proj~cts, and missionaries of The United Methodist Church . (Subscription, $19.95,
pub lished 6 times a year.) For magazine subscription information
cal l: 1-800-218-4014.

Response The voice of women in mission, Response features
articles and photographs that tell the story of United Methodist
Women . (Subscription, $15, published 11 times a year.)

The Service Center Catalog Supplement
2004-2005 A list of all the resources offered through the
United Methodist Service Center. (Free, except for shipping and
handling, Stock #5690 .) Call the Service Center: 1-800-3059857.

-- ---- - .

. . .....
_-... __
-... -

--~

......... ··~-

Prayer Calendar 2004 A daily devotional guide with
missionary meditations, Bible readings, birthdays, and assignments of GBGM missionaries and staff members, also including
addresses of active and retired mission workers. ($8 .50 plus
shipping and handling, Stock #3298 .)

Partnership in Missions Catalog of General
Advance Specials 2004 Contains current Advance
Special numbers, names, and geographic locations. (Free for
postage and handling, Stock #1745) . Also from the Advance,
Alternative-Giving Cards to let friends or family members know
you have sent a gift in their honor. (Free, except for shipping and
handling, Stock #5595.)

Mission Resource Promotion Mailing Service For an
annua l subscription of $35, subscribers receive copies of all the new
resources produced for general distribution and offered free by the General
Board of Global Ministries. The Prayer Calendar is included in the annual
ma ili ng .
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY /FEBRUARY 2004
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Special Sundays:

What They Mean

to Mission

ors,
mis-

-

Every Sunday is special in the life
of a congregation, but several
Sundays in the church calendar are
extra special. Six Sundays are set
aside for the collection of offerings
that support ministries and projects
across the whole United Methodist
connection. Four of the Special
Sunday offerings support ministries
that are funded by the General
Board of Global Ministries (GBGM).
At Emory United Methodist
Church in Washington, DC, on any
given school day, the h alls are filled
with the echoes of children aged 5
to 12 who are busy with homework.
They receive help with reading and
math skills, and then they get down
to the ·f un stuff: dance, music, and
martial arts.
The Emory Beacon of Light
Community Developers Program is
able to provide this low-cost afterschool care to the surrounding
community through its talent, education, arts, and mentoring program, known as T.E.A.M. In the
su mmer, TE.AM. partners with
Your Community Center, another
child-care program in the community, to provide a free summer
camp for more than 75 children

ages 5 to 15. The programs were
made possible, in part, by a grant
by the General Board of Global
Ministries from proceeds of the
Human Relations Day Offering.
Human Relations Day, the first
of the Special Sundays in the year,
provides GBGM with a means to
support projects and ministries initiated by community developers.
Community developers, often the
same race or ethnicity as the populations they serve, work to build
relationships within the community to provide a variety of services
and programs to low-income populations. Grants made possible by
the Human Relations Day offering
are leveraged with other sources of
community and local funding to
sustain basic and vital ministries
such as the T.E.A.M. project in
Washington, DC.
One Great Hour of Sharing, the
next Special Sunday on the calendar,
is the life blood of the United
Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR). UMCOR's administrative costs are not funded by World
Service dollars but by this offering,
taken once a year. UMCOR's ability
to meet the needs of people who

by

C hri sti e R. Hou se

have been affected by regional,
national, and international disasters
depends on the generosity of the
whole church as it responds to this
special offering. (See article, page 28.)
Native American Ministries
Sunday makes possible grants to
support urban ministries among
Native Americans. Some grants
cover salaries and benefits for pastors or staff of Native American
outreach ministries. A recent grant
helped First American UMC finish
a fellowship hall with classrooms.
World Communion Sunday,
taken every year in the month of
October, provides funding for
Crusade Scholarships (see article, p.
31), other ethnic scholarships, and
training. Scholars study in churchrelated fields and promi e to seek
work in church ministries as a part
of their acceptance of the scholarship. The r turns on a donation to
World Communion Sunday are
immeasurable, as the education and
training that students receive enable
them to support the church around
the world for many years to come.

Christie R. House is the editor of New
World Outlook.

SPECIAL MISSION SUNDAYS IN THE CHURCH
Human Relations Day
January 18

One Great Hour of Sharing
March 21

Native American Miistries Sunday
April 2S

World Communion Sunday
October 3

57 %to Community Developers
Program (GBGM)
33 %to GBGM for United
Methodist Voluntary Services
l 0 %to GBCS* for Offender
Rehabilitation

l 00 %of the net offering goes
to UMCOR (GBGM)

50 %retained by the annual conference
for Native American Ministries
25 %to GBHEM** for scholarships for
Native American students at UM schools
of theology • 25 %to GBGM for the
Native American Urban Initiative

50 %to GBGM for
Crusade Scholarships
35 %to GBHEM for Ethnic
Scholarships
15 %to GBHEM for the Ethnic
In-Service Training Program

* General Boord of Church and Society
** General Boord of Higher Education
and Ministry
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Volunteer teams help to rebuild houses lost in an earthquake in El Salvador.

by Linda Beher,
Joanna Kinberger,
Sandy Rowland,
Norma Valvolizza

"There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish . But what are they
among so many people? "
(John 6:9)
n any given year, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) responds to a heartstopping range of emergencies:
earthquakes, hurricanes, floods,
cyclones and typhoons, war, civil
strife, outbreaks of cholera, fire,
famine. For people caught in

I
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these kinds of disasters, UMCOR
becomes the face, hands, and heart
of The United Methodist Church.
When an emergency ends,
recovery work begins. UMCOR
continues its ministry long after
media attention and public interest
have faded .
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But such w orks of recovery and
life-changing ministry don' t happen without the broad support of
congregations and individuals.
Through the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering (OCHS), u sually
received on the fourth Sunday of
the Lenten season, United
Methodists ensure that when
catastrophes cause suffering, their
church will be in the lead to ease
the pain.
"The One Great Hour of
Sharing offering on March 21,
2004, is absolutely essential to
UMCOR," says the Rev. Paul
Dirdak, the agency's Deputy
General Secretary. "UMCOR
receives no World Service funds or
any other apportionments, so
United Methodists' gifts to this
special offering keep UMCOR' s
lights on and its delivery system in
place at home and around the
world. Because of this, we can
respond immediately to disasters."
One Great Hour of Sharing gifts
work ·in two ways. Most gifts
received by UMCOR have been
designated for specific programs.
They receive 100 p ercent of the
gift. Part of the OCHS and other
undesignated donations support
UMCOR' s administrative costs.
Donations to OCHS also enable
UMCOR to assist programs that
have not been fully funded
through designated Advance gifts.
In addition, United Methodists'
donations often become a springboard for additional funding. Of
the total amount of general and
designated gifts, UMCOR spends
nearly 90 percent on programs, a
very respectable ratio according to
the National Center for Charitable
Statistics.
At the mountain site where
Jesus preached, the gift of five
loaves and two fish made a big
difference for the people who came
to hear him. The gifts United
Methodists give to the OCHS

offering,
ch anneled
through
UMCOR, enable the church to
m ake a big difference. A few examples follo w.
Deadly Fire and a Response
Throughout October 2003, more
than 10,000 firefighters struggled
to contain the w orst wildfires in
California's history. By the end of
the month, deadly flam es of 10
fires had blackened over 500,000
acres, killed and injured scores of
people, and destroyed more than
1000 homes. The fire s affected
United Methodist congregations in
six districts of the CaliforniaPacific Annual Conference. Del
Rosa UMC pastor, the Rev. John
Yohan Yoon, and his family evacuated the parsonage with little more
than the clothes they w ere wearing
as their home and everything in it
w as lost to the flames.
UMCOR responded immediately. First, an emergency grant
was sent to the conference to assist
families who lost their homes and
others who needed the most help.
Second, UMCOR dispatched a
disaster response consultant, the
Rev. Gordon Knuckey, to help with
issues of pastoral care. The guarantee of generous donations to the
OCHS means that UMCOR's
response to wildfires in many
areas of the world can be swift and
effective.
A Puzzle
"I see Bosnia as a puzzle that has
been dumped on the floor, and
now someone is trying to put
back all the pieces," says United
Methodist
volunteer
Sandy
Rowland. The Charleston, West
Virginia, resident has served on
several missions to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, most recently with
a United Methodist Volunteerin-Mission team to Sumejja, a
w omen's nongovernmental organization in the Mostar region of Beijlo

Fire races up a hillside in Ma libu,
California.

Polje. "People think the situation in
the country is fixed, bu t it isn't."
In keeping with Sumejja's goal
of enhancing a w oman's ability to
live independently, Sandy spent
her evenings teaching English and
making handicrafts. She also participated in a w idows' sharing
group, one of Sumejja' s projects.
"That group w as a special project
for me because I, too, am a w idow
and can relate to their p ain," she
w rites. Most mornings she sew ed
or ran errands with Saja, Su mejja's
founder, w hose friendship became
a treasure. "After h earing h er

A Bosnian woman has returned to her
home in Bosnia and Herzegovina several
years after ethnic violence forced all the
Muslims to fl ee.
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The Mulac family in Stolac, Bosnia and Herzegovina, received a cultivator from
UMCOR to assist with fruit and vegetable cultivation.

m any heartbreaking stories of life
in a concentration camp, I became
her listening ear... and we became
very good friends."
You r One Great Hour of
Sharing gifts help women, children, and the elderly in entire communities, like the war-torn Mostar
region, put back the pieces of their
lives through self-sufficiency and
education.
Hope for Earthquake Victims
"We love God and we want to
share that love with other people,"
says Gelmarie Moreno, who serves
with her husband Danny Montes
as an UMCOR volunteer in El
Salvador . This twenty-something
couple from Puerto Rico organizes
volunteer teams to build homes in
Jayaque, w here a recent earth-

quake destroyed the buildings and
nearly all hope.
"The people here struggle for
survival," says Gelmarie. "They
live one day at a time . But when
you turn over the keys to their new
home, something changes. You see
hope in their eyes, and you feel the
presence of Jesus Christ through
the work of the team."
Volunteers
from Ashbury
United Methodist Church in
Maitland, Florida, praised Danny
and Gelmarie as gracious hosts,
"always there when we needed
help." These volunteers returned
to Jayaque for a second year.
Bitter or Bittersweet:
Fair Trade Cocoa
A farmer in the Dominican
Republic will gather 50 or 100 kilos
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of cacao pods in each cutting. He
(or she) places the pods in large
boxes or vats. A week-long process
removes the thick membrane
around the seeds, fermenting
them . Then a roasting process
yields a reddish-brown dry "nib."
The deep brown substance inside
the nib tastes exotic: a mix of
chocolate, roasted nuts, and tobacco. Ground up, the nibs produce a
liquor, the main ingredient in
chocolate, which is then pressed to
extract cocoa butter and cocoa
powder.
But the economic return for the
majority of small cacao farmers
is small. For all his work, this
farmer may not earn a living wage.
Abel Fernandez, a leader in the
Confederacion N acional de Cacaocultores Dorninicanos (CONACADO) explains a more equitable
chain of events.
Farmers can join a cooperative,
or bloque. CONACADO represents
126 bloques in the Dominican
Republic, about 9000 farmers.
CONACADO's trading partner is
Equal Exchange, a fair-trade organization. As part of its fair-trade projects, UMCOR has partnered with
Equal Exchange to help guarantee a
minimum price for fermented
cacao beans. Such pricing will provide farmers a fair return for their
labor. In addition, purchasing fair
trade cocoa expands farmers'
access to education, organic farming techniques, and credit to
improve their farms. About 500
United Methodist congregations
currently participate in the project.

Linda Beher is the communications
director for UMCOR. Joanna
Kinberger is a communications consultant for UMCOR/Europe. Sandy
Rowland is a UMVIM team member
who worked at the Sumejja project in
Mostar, and Norma Valvolizza is a
freelance writer in New York City.
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by Peggy Hutchison

"The whole world seems to be fa cing unprecedented serious challenges,
the most dangerous time the human
race has ever experienced throughou t
its entire history," reflects the Rev.
Kiyul Chung. "God 's Kingdom , a
human society where equality, harmony, justice, peace, and reconciliation
can be fully upheld, is urgently needed
around the world. "
"If I could change something that
would impact global society," says
Jean-Michel Basquin, "it would
be abolishing poverty. To make this
world a peaceful place, poverty
in developing countries must be
addressed in a manner that brings
long-lasting solutions."
"We have armed conflicts in the
countryside and poverty in our
cities," says the Rev. Israel Alvaran.
"I believe that the church must be
equipped to rally people for peace and
reconciliation."
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Elonda Clay,
Kansas City,
Missouri

"The church and community at large
must be called to examine the effects of
innovation in science and technology
on poverty and the environmen t,"
says Elonda Clay. "Stewardship of
technology means that we do not use it
to perpetuate oppression or to strip
others of their humanity. "

W

hat would happen if The
United Methodist Church
raised half a million dollars every
year to make it possible for leaders
like these, active in their churches
and societies, to receive additional
leadership training and education so
that they might return to their communities to serve as agents for world
peace and understanding in churches and societies across the globe?
The good news is that United
Methodists around the world are
already doing just that! Every
October on World Communion
Sunday, United Methodists raise
over half a million dollars in support of the Crusade Scholarship
Program.
Administered by the General
Board of Global Ministries of
The United Methodist Church,
Crusade Scholarships are designed
to provide critical resources to
church leaders, lay and clergy,
who: 1. show promise of providing
leadership for church and society,
2. are applicants for study on the
graduate level at accredited seminaries and universities, 3. are prepared to offer at least 10 years of
service, and 4. otherwise would
not be able to study without a
scholarship. Since 1944, these
scholarships have enabled the

preparation of thousands of
church leaders around the world
to serve as leaders in the mission of
their churches and societies.
The four students quoted above
are current Crusade Scholars supported by the offerings taken on
World Communion Sunday. Here
are their stories:
Israel Alvaran
"On my way to school, I would
see children rummage through
garbage in search for food while I
was stuffed with a hearty breakfast, " remembers Crusade Scholar,
the Rev. Israel Alvaran. Seeing the
plight of people around him is
what provided Isreal with the
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spiritual and intellectual context for
study, reflection, and action. Israel, a
young Filipino of Malay descent,
grew up in the poorest district of
Manila in the Philippines, under the
former dictatorship of Ferdinand
and Imelda Marcos.
Perhaps it was the elementary
and secondary schools run by
United Methodists and the United
Church (Presbyterians) which nurtured his early call. "At a young
age I decided I would be a minister
someday," says the Rev. Alvaran.
He entered an independent evangelical Bible college where he completed a Bachelor of Arts degree .
To broaden his experience, the Rev.
Alvaran studied for his Master of
Divinity at Union Theological
Seminary, the Philippine Christian
University, an ecumenical eminary run by the United Methodist
and Presbyterian church s. While
in eminary, the Rev. Alvaran wa
active in carrying out training with

people in the poor communities
and factories of Manila. This is
where he learned that "poverty
isn't just a word or picture I see .. .it
is a reality that stalks my country, a
reality that I see every day." He
says, "Even as a youth, I believed
that education and empowerment
of people are prerequisites of social
progress based on justice and
equality."
The Rev. Alvaran, an ordained
minister of the Philippine Annual
Conference, has a Master of
Divinity from Union Theological
Seminary and a Master of
Theology from Southeast Asia
Graduate School of Theology in
the field of Social Ethics. He ha
served as a pastor, chaplain, and
teacher.
Since 2000, the Rev. Alvaran has
served as a Person in Mission with
Union Theological Seminary in
Labor Advocacy, working as an
instructor and executive director of
the Labor Empowerment and
Advocacy Center.
The Rev. Alvaran is currently
studying a a Crusade Scholar in the
Ph.D. program in Social Ethics,
Religion, and Society at the
Graduate Theological Union in
Berkeley, California. The Philippine
Annual Conference awaits his
return in 2007, when he will be
assigned as a professor at Union
Theological Seminary in Manila to
prepare others a leaders in service
to their churche and societies.
Elonda Clay
"The mission of the church is the
continuation of Chri t' work in
the world: to share the good new of
the Gospel, to how compa sion
toward our neighbors, and to lib rate the oppressed," says Cru ade
Scholar Elonda Clay. " Mini try i
rooted primarily in erving other .
By being in faithful ervice t
others, Chri tian contribute to
the continuing revelation of Je u '
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teachings in their daily live . My
goal i to be a scholar and pa tor, to
serve others by sharing in the exploration of Christ's life, showing the
diversity within the church's traditions, and encouraging personal
and social transformation."
M . Clay, a member of St. Jame
United Methodi t Church m
Kansas City, Missouri, live John
We ley's mandate: "the world is my
parish." She is active in her local
church and community. She has
served her church as a youth
mentor and tutor for at-ri k
children and as a Vacation Bible
School teacher. She has been active
in cro s-cultural evangelism, audiovideo, and computer mini trie . In
her community she is involved in
AIDS education, tutoring, and the
community computer center.
Ms. Clay, who has a Bachelor of
Science
from
Kan a
State
University, is studying in the Ma ter
of Divinity program at Gammon
Theological Seminary in Atlanta,
Georgia. In addition to her studies,
volunteer activitie , and part-time
work, Ms. Clay is married with two
young adult children.
Elonda Clay believe that a
Master of Divinity will give her "a
solid foundation in theological
reflection, pastoral care, and practical experience." She plan to
erve as an associate pa tor and to
create an urban mini try center
" that will promote economic
dev lopment within the inner city
by integrating job readine and
technology training with community partner hip for job reati n."
Jea n-Michel Basquin
Crusade Scholar Jean-Mich
Ba quin i committed t rural
u tainable de elopm nt. Upon
receiving an A ociat of Art from
in
Kirkwood Community oll
edar Rapid , I wa, in 1993, h
r turn d home to Haiti t
ork
wi th a micro con mic pr j t in
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hi hometown . From 1995-2000, h
worked as a project coord ina tor for
an agricultural p roject of the
Methodi t Church of H ai ti and
other ecumenical partners. H e ha
also helped e tablish a banking
y tern in H aiti and served as
cre tary of the Coop era tiv
As ociation of the Live tock
Rai er of Southern H aiti.
While w orkin g w ith the
Methodist Church in H aiti in rural
economic d evelopment for six
years, Mr. Basquin learned that:
" the development of the developing countries heavily depends on
the d evelopment of their rural
infrastructures. It cannot be an
imported development, but on
that follow grassroots principles
and seeks sustainability through
the use of local resources and owner hip by the local people."
Mr. Ba quin' s journey to bring
su tainable development to communities in H aiti brought him to
Western Illinois University, in
Macomb, Illinois, wh ere he studied agribu ine s and gra du ated
the following year with a Bachelor
of Science degree in agribusiness.
A s a Crusade Scholar, JeanMichel Basquin is now stud ying
economics and rural development
at Western Illinois University. H e
and hi wife, also a student, are
active in the ministry at Wesley
United Me thodist Church . Mr.
Basquin sings in the church ch oir,
teache Sunday school, and serve
as a lay preacher. H e is also activ
in the African Student Association
at Western Illinois University and
in the Li vestock Produ cers of
Southern H aiti.
Mr. Basquin is passionate about
m aking the world a peaceful place.
He believes that he ha a critical
role to play in m aking sure that
social justice and equality will not
remain distant dreams for the people of H aiti. "I understand that this
i quite a ch allenge," he ays, "but

I know that God alway provides
ways to accomplish the mission for
which H e calls us."

Kiyul Chung
As a student at the Methodist
Theological Seminary in Korea in
the 1970s, Kiyul Chung consciously
became a "Christ-follower."
The Rev. Chung's mission journey h as ch all en ged him to be
involved in vario us grassroo ts
social-justice m ovements, campus
ministry, and urban parish minis try. H e h as ser ved as the
Secre tary Genera l of the Korea
Truth Commi sion, leading in the
struggle for human rights m
Korea . H e h as served as a mentor,
t ach er, p as tor, and fri end to university students as the University
Ch aplain at United Campus
Ministry, an ecumenical ministry
at the University of Maryland in
College Park, Maryland. An Elder
in the Baltim ore-Washing ton
Conference, the Rev. Chung currently serves as p as tor of the historic Mount Vernon Place United
Methodist Church in Washington,
DC, a d owntown church engaged
in a shared ministry with a vibrant
and younger Chinese Community
Church congregation . The academic prep aration fo r these ministries
includ ed Perkins School of
Theology, where the Rev. Chung
obtained an M.Th ., and Yale
Divinity School, where he graduated w ith an S.T.M. degree.
The Rev. Chung agonizes over
and prays about wh at it means to
be a "prophetic Christian in an
extremely unjust, inhumane, and
antien vironmental world wh ere
con stant viola tions of Mo ther
Nature are rampant and human
rights, women's ri ghts, the rights
of children and the elderly, the
rights of self-det rmination, and the
independence of sovereign nations
are ignored ." But he does not have
a "d oomsd ay perspective." Instead,

Jean -Michel Basquin, Haiti

he ays, "I've become even more
confident and optimistic to believe
and work for the eventual arrival of
God's Kingdom ."
As a Crusade Scholar, the Rev.
Kiyul Chung is preparing to comple te his Ph.D. in Religion, Society,
and Culture at Temple University,
Ph ilad elphia, Pennsylvan ia. He
would like to teach at a seminary
or univer ity in Korea, the United
States, or somewhere else in the
world. "The more I live," he says,
" the more I realize that I live by
God's grace alone."
Crusade Scholars bring to mind
the parable of the sower. These
tudents are God's seeds sown in
healthy soil. When the disciples
asked Jesus the meaning of the
parable of the sower, he said: "The
seed that fell in good soil stands
for those who hear the message
and re tain it in a good and obedient heart, and persist until they
bear fruit." (Luke 8:15)

I

,I

i

Peggy Hutchison zs the Ass istant
General Secretary for Global
Networks and Ecumenical Relations
in the Mission Contexts and Relationships program area, General Board of
Global Ministries.
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The End of Mission
by Charles E. Cole
preaching: "I called to Mr.
Martinez, a much loved man of
our nation: 'Tell that white man to
shut his mouth and get away from
here mighty quick. The white
man's ways don't suit Indians."'
Martinez, however, told Kicking
Bird that Methvin said: "Tell [the
Kiowa] I do not ask them to take the
white man's way, for that is no
good. Nor do I ask them to take the
Indian's way, for that is no good
either, but I am asking them to take
the way of Jesus Christ."
Later, Kicking Bird recalled: "I
got so interested in the Jesus way
that I could hardly wait for Mr.
Methvin to finish. Then I went forward and kneeled down and
prayed to Jesus Christ. That night I
got these stumbling feet of mine in
the Jesus road." He became a local
preacher and founded several
churches before his death in 1935.
If we think the stories of
women,
Native
Americans,
Hispanics, and Anglos seem
strange, the reason is that traditional narratives about Christian
mission told the story differently.
According to conventional mission
understanding, civilized whites
went to distant places and converted "heathen." We hear much about
the heroism of white, mostly male,
missionaries, while others, like
women and indigenous Christians,
are not even given names.

n the period after the Civil War,
a young white woman in
Tennessee, Lochie Rankin, felt
the call to serve God in a mission school in Indian Territory,
now Oklahoma. After teaching the
Choctaw for a period, she volunteered as a missionary to China and
served for nearly 50 years as a missionary of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.
About the same time in Indian
Territory, an Anglo Methodist
preacher, John Methvin, was
preaching among the Kiowa and
using a young Native American to
be his interpreter. The interpreter
w as actually a Mexican who had
been kidnapped by the Kiowa and
h ad become part of their tribe. His
original name had been Andres
Martinez. A Kiowa warrior named
Kicking Bird objected to Methvin's

A new series of books being
published by the General Board of
Global Ministries attempts to rescue the stories of women, ethnic
minorities in the United States,
and indigenous leaders as part of
the mission story. The series of
seven books complements the previously published four-volume
history of mission of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
The Methodist Protestant Church
Gei Nedzu was a young Japanese
woman
who
converted
to
Christianity through the Methodist
Protestant Church (MPC). She
received a scholarship, attended
Kyoritsu Mission School in
Yokohama, and became wellknown to US Methodi ts through
her letters publi hed in the
Methodist Prote tant Mi ionary,
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The Methodist Episcopal Church, South

Indigenous leaders teach Sunday school,
Burma, circa. 1920.
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an MPC magazine. She illustrated
one of the policies of MPC missions: train indigenous leaders and
assist young churches to become
self-supporting.
Japan was also the first place
outside the United States where
the MPC sent missionaries. Its first
missionary to Japan was a woman,
Lizzie Guthrie, sent in 1880. Later
missions organized in China and
India . .The church also sent missionaries to several Midw estern
and Western states in the United
States during the frontier and settlement period. It w orked not only
among Anglos but also among
African Americans and European
immigrants. Children's homes and
schools in Nor th Carolina and
Appalachia served poor Anglo
populations.
Despite its small size-the
church had only 200,000 members
in 1939-the MPC had a large
vision. As a reform church, it
sought to empower laity in the
days w hen Methodist annual conferences were restricted to clergy.

The story of this small reform church
is told by Ruth Daugherty in The
Missionary Spirit: The History
of Mission of the Methodist
Protestant Church, 1830-1939,
volume one in the series.

The Method ist Episcop al Church, South (MECS) sent its fir st missionaries outside the United States to China in 1848. The mission began in
Shanghai and its first converts were Liew Seen-sang, w ho became an
accomplished preach er, and his wife. When one of the early missionaries re turned to Mississippi in 1853, his word s moved young Mary
McClellan to write, "I give five dollars and m yself." This sim ple phrase
captures the struggle in this denomination for mission . Although it felt
called to evangelize the w orld, it could never completely fulfill its calling for lack of fund s.
Walter Lambuth, the son of Mary McClellan, initiated the MECS
mission to the Belgian Congo. Traveling to the interior on a riverboat
in 1912, he learned that "dried ants are not so bad if one is hungry."
Lambuth and his colleagues met a chief in Kasai province named
Wembo-Nyam a, who had a reputation for violence against Westerners.
Lambuth and Wembo-Nyama built a relationship of trust, h owever,
and a mission began w ith Wembo-Nyama promoting Christianity in
his area and beyond.
The MECS also founded missions in Korea, Japan, Cuba, Brazil,
Mexico, and several European countries. In the United States, the church
had special missions to Native Americans, Germans and other immigrants, impoverished whites, and African Americans. The Woman's
Missionary Society, organized in 1878, supported missions outside the
United States and also work with Native Americans, Mexicans and other
immigrants, and the poor in cities in the United States.

The story of the MECS mission is told in "Five Dollars and Myself":
The History of Mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
1845-1939, by Robert W. Sledge, volume two in the series.

The Methodist Church
The Methodist Church both reflected
its culture and struggled to transcend
it. For example, at the 1944 General
Conference, Thelma Stevens, a young
Mississippian, supported a request
that committees of the church meet in
places where African Americans could
be hosted as well as whites. During the
debate, a male member of the conference ridiculed Stevens, saying: "We
provide suitable and adequate entertainment but not along the line the
Sister indicated. We can' t, and you
move us too fast. " The conference
laughed during his remarks and rejected Stevens' proposal.
At this time, during World War II,

Sall ie Sawyer of the Colored
Methodist Episcopal Ch urch in
Nashville, Tennessee, organized
women of the Methodist Episcopal
Ch urch, Sou th, to begin settlement
work in Nashville's Black communities. She was the resident settlement
worker at the fi rst Bethlehem House.
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the US Government interned Japanese Americans, claiming they were a
threat to security. Although some conferences objected, this denomination that basked in its status as the largest Protestant church in the United
States could do nothing to persuade the government to change its policies. As for racial segregation, the church was most silent where it was
largest-in the South, including Texas and Oklahoma.
Despite these internal conflicts, the church realized by the 1960s that
the independence movements in former Western colonies required its
support. It relinquished control of former mission churches in South
America and in countries elsewhere. It also committed itself more strongly than ever to the development of indigenous leadership in these countries outside the United States. Finally, it overcame its embarrassment
over separating African Americans from the rest of the church by abolishing the Central Jurisdiction and merging with the Evangelical United
Brethren Church in 1968.

The story of the mission of this church is told in Mirror and Beacon: The
History of The Methodist Church, 1939-1968, by Linda Gesling, number
three in the series.

The Evangelical United
Brethren Church
Like the MPC, the Evangelical
United Brethren Church (EUB) was
small but made a great impact in
mission. One of its strongest missions outside the United States was
in Sierra Leone, where it worked to
develop indigenous leadership,
which effort it called "devolution."
In 1960, when Sierra Leone became
independent, its first prime minister
was a product of EUB schools, as
were several other government officers. The church founded not only
schools but also hospitals; it sought
to transform the culture. African
pastor S. E. Warratie was told by a
tribesman: "You see that mountain?
Our Fathers served and worshiped
it. They thought it was the highway
to heaven . . . . But none of such
beliefs changed our people, as the
Christian spirit has inspired love
and cooperation among us."
EUBs also had an important
mission in the Philippines that
eventually became part of the
United Church of Christ in the
Philippines. Dedicated to ecumenism, EUBs were the first to
become official members of the
World Council of Churches when
it organized in 1948. EUB bishops
also served as leaders in the World
Council of Churches and the
National Council of Churches.
The church also had strong missions in the United States. The Red
Bird
Mission
Conference,
McCurdy School in Espanola, New
Mexico, and a Latin mission in
Ybor City, Florida, were part of its
network. These institutions joined
The United Methodist Church
with the 1968 merger.
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The EUB story is told in "On the
Journey Home" : The History of
Mission of the Evangelical United
Brethren Church, 1946-1968, by ].
Steven O'Malley, volume four in the
series.

. J."!

Annual Conference, 1914, the United Brethren Church, Sierra Leone.
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2004

6

· ·~

..., :

.

.- ~- ·

- ··· :

.. -:

....

·-- · ~. ~

. . . -..-. --· -

.
~ -- -

.

.
.- , ,,

..

.

~. ~ -~-

.

..

.

'

'

.

.

'as

ne

ter

as
fi.
~y

;ht

an

'a

n1
~d

ay
ch
he
ve

nt
at

1e
1e

The United Method ist Ch urch
Some of the feeling present among the dispossessed in The United
Methodist Church (UMC) at its birth was articulated by Homer Noley,
director of Native American work in the Nebraska Conference in 1970.
He said: "We are organized like the Bureau of Indian Affairs .... A system like this causes people to act toward one another without regard
to the feelings and humanity of the people involved."
This same attention to seeming contradictions in mission surfaced
outside the United States. Ezekiel Makunike, a United Methodist journalist in Zimbabwe, observed that the very missionaries who introduced Christianity were also complacent about racism: "Before the
1950s," he wrote, "I do not remember ever hearing a missionary utter
the word ' racial justice' or 'equal rights,' to say nothing of ' political
independence!' ... Consciously or unconsciously, missionaries were
part of the imperialistic design, and facilitators of the purposes of the
colonizing powers."
Even so, many within The UMC thought the US church should
continue to send Western missionaries. These conservatives objected
as well to advocacy, but women in particular took the lead in advocating for children suffering from warfare and poverty. These internal
conflicts did not stop the denomination from developing a wide range
of programs for ethnic minorities, women, children, and persons with
AIDS. New sites for mission were found outside the United States,
such as Russia and Senegal.

Initiatives for Mission
This book comprises first-person
accounts by members of the
General Board of Global Ministries
of The United Methodist Church.
The people who served the denomination as directors (members) of
the Board and its staff collaborated
with their partners in the United
States and throughout the rest of
the world to begin mission in places
where it had not been before. More
importantly, they conceived radical
new strategies to meet the challenges of globalization.

The story of the many initiatives for
mission taken by the church during this
period is told in Initiatives for
Mission, 1980-2002, edited by Charles
E. Cole, volume six in the series.

The history of this denomination can be found in From Missions to
Mission: The History of Mission of The United Methodist Church,
1968-2000, by Robert J. Harman, volume five in the series.
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Christian Mission in the Third Millennium
Given the history of Methodists and United Methodists in mission,
what does the future hold for this distinctive community of
Christians? Authorities in several fields reflect on their experience in a
particular area of mission and extrapolate their insights to larger fields
and to the future. Essays deal with Christianity in Africa, indigenous
Christian mission in Asia, ways Muslims and Christians could relate
to each other, and how the UMC must change its strategy for appealing to African Americans if it ever hopes to make them a significant
part of its life. Other essays deal with Methodism in Europe, the
church' s educational mission in Latin America, Christian mission in a
religiously pluralistic society, Native American ministry, women in
mission in the United States and globally, Korean mission in the
United States, Hispanic mission, and youth and mission.

UMCOR 's Food for Work program in
Ramniwaspula, Ind ia, 1985.

These stimulating essays may be found in Christian Mission in the Third
Millennium, edited by Charles E. Cole, volume seven in the series.

Altogether, the series narrates the
end of a time when a Western,
paternalistic body created "missions" -that is, selected places and
purely Western forms of Christian
faith. Today, mission is being
fulfilled as a global reality owned
by many indigenous peoples.

The History of Mission series
will be available from the Service Center
"On the Journey Home," Stock #2881, $21.95, and
Initiatives for Mission, 1980-2002, Stock #2882, $21.95,
are currently available. To order, call: 1-800-305-9857

Charles E. Cole is the general editor
for the new seven-volume History of
Mission series and a retired Assistant
General Secretary of the General
Board of Global Ministries.
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Mission Memo
Semiannual Report Highlights
The Rev. R. Randy Day, General Secretary of the General
Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist
Church, delivered his semiannual report at the agency's
Board of Directors meeting in October 2003.
The Rev. Day voiced his expectation that young
adult missionaries and deaconesses will be commissioned in 2004, as the Board continues to support its
existing missionaries. However, the overall numbers of
mission personnel will decrease. Missioners of Hope
serving in Africa, the Korean American Mission Pastors
in the United States, and the 10-10-10 annual conference-based missionaries, all of which were envisioned
as three-year programs, will be phased out.
Mr. Day's address covered six areas in which he
and the Board are working to build strong mission
relationships. These include directors, staff, annual
conferences, global partner churches, missionaries
and special constituencies, and other United
Methodist boards and agencies.
He also shared five "visions," including better
mission communications, a sustainable mission
budget, more emphasis on mission program strategies and less on grants, more aggressive promotion of
the concept of a global church, and a greater denominational focus on mission as a central responsibility
of Christian life.
UMCOR Continues 9/11 Relief Grants
At the October 2003 GBGM Board Meeting, directors
approved 12 grants from UMCOR's Love in the Midst
of Tragedy Funds, thereby commiting nearly all of the
$21.5 million raised by United Methodists in response
to the 9I11 terrorist attacks. UMCOR has granted the
following in continuation of 9I11 relief efforts:
$300,000 to Church World Service for Seminars on
Trauma Awareness and Recovery (STAR); $145,000 to
the New York Annual Conference for its Disaster
Response Task Force; $50,000 toward the budget of
New York Disaster Interfaith Services, a new program
supported by the New York Annual Conference;
$250,000 for New York Annual Conference's work
with counseling and training in caregiving; $50,000 to
Riverside Church in New York City for the food
pantry and direct aid for living expenses of those
affected by the secondary economic impact of 9I11;
$50,000 to the Riverside Church Sojourners Ministry
with Detained Immigrants; $60,000 to Grace
Ministries in the Virginia Annual Conference for outreach to poor immigrant families over the next two
years and $60,000 more for legal services to poor

immigrant families through the Just Neighbors
Ministry; $230,000 to rebuild schools and a health
clinic in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan; $503, 125 to
rebuild-homes for returning refugees in the Shomali
Province of Afghanistan; $600,000 to rebuild homes
and provide agricultural and income needs for families in Paktiya Province in Afghanistan; $35,000 to
International Assistance Mission to rehabilitate an
irrigation system in Afghanistan's Shomali Valley.
Emergency Askings
Humanitarian work of the Evangelical Methodist
Church near La Paz, Bolivia, has been disrupted by
political upheaval and violence. Sustenance provided
by rural development programs, health-care delivery,
and construction supplies are needed. Give to
Advance #982450, International Disaster Response.
On the Eastern Seaboard of the United States and in
Texas, cleanup efforts continue in the aftermath of
floods and hurricanes. To volunteer to help in the
cleanup, call UMCOR' s Volunteer Hotline, 1-800-9183100. Churches can also donate flood buckets that
contain cleaning supplies used at flood-damaged sites.
To get the specifications of the flood bucket's contents,
go to http: I I gbgm-umc.org I umcor I kits.cfm#flood.
Donations given to Hurricanes 2003, Advance #982438,
will help extend these disaster ministries.
DEATHS Marc Nelis, retired missionary with 6
years of service in the former Zaire, died July 29,
2003 ... David Lowell Workman, retired missionary
with 2 years of service in Vietnam, died August 3,
2003 ... Kathryn Bower, retired missionary with 37
years of service in Peru and Chile, died August 7,
2003 ... Kenneth E. Traxler, retired missionary with
11 1/2 years of service in Brazil, died August 28,
2003 ... Elizabeth Snead, retired missionary with nearly 35 years of service in Malaysia and Singapore, died
September 3, 2003 ... Goldie Unruh, retired missionary
with 14 years of service in India and Pakistan, died
September 15, 2003 ... Lee Ola Faust, retired home missionary and deaconess with 28 years of service in the
United States, died September 24, 2003 ... Malcolm S.
Hayes, retired missionary with 13 years of service in
Peru and Red Bird Missionary Conference, died
September 24, 2003 ... William D. Bray, retired missionary with nearly 30 years of service in Japan, died
September 25, 2003 ... Maudessa Smith, retired deaconness with nearly 16 years of service in the United
States, died October 13, 2003.

rJ See page 2 for Advance giving.
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The United Methodist Church in Mission
Life-Sustaining Bread in
Chocabamba

New Doors and Ancient
Civilizations

0

Wilson and Nora Boots are retired missionaries of the GBGM who continue to facilitate work in Bolivia.

GBGM Missioners Daniel and Lisa Godwin and their children Chelsea
and Aaron are assigned to Los Colorados, Ecuador.

i::i...

Our communion table extends to every part of the world. It is a
table to which millions will come to encounter the risen Christ.
One faith community at our common table consists of the people of Emmanuel Methodist Church in Chocabamba, Bolivia.
The Emmanuel ministries among the poor people of the QueruQueru barrio are compelling testimonies to the transforming
power of the Gospel. The programs include a daily preschool program for poor children; a self-sufficient sewing project that enables
18 women to support their families; youth ministries that include
computer training; family medical and dental care; and ministries
with seniors.
On World Communion Sunday we conceived a new ministry
through the project of baking bread. The project was funded
through special gifts and is now on the road to self-sufficiency.
Four men of Emmanuel, eager to be involved in the mission work
and to support their families, get up at 3:00 A.M. each day to
bake bread so delicious that it is sold out in five hours. The aroma
of fresh bread in our community center fills many with gladness
and hope.
Recently, 22 of us gathered for our weekly Bible study in a small
room that is u sed for the baking. We reflected on powerful passages about bread in
the Scriptures as the
four men shared their
witness, telling how
"Emmanuel (God with
us) bread" was transforming their lives. We
knew that we were in
a holy place, experiencing God's grace.

In order to lay the groundwork for a medical team we hope to
bring to the Colorado Indian community in Ecuador, we accepted an invitation by tribal leaders to visit two of their communities. A visit to one tribe was an introduction to an ancient culture.
We traveled down a rugged dirt road to a trail that led to a river
which could be crossed only by laying logs from one bank to the
other. As we reached the far bank, a 25-member family welcomed us. The Spaniards named the people here Colorado, which
means "red." (The men of the tribe formerly painted their bodies
using a mixture of red mashed Achote plant seeds.) They, however, call themselves by their original name-Tsachila. Their
language is Tsafiki. Through an interpreter, they told us of their
health and family difficulties and showed us how they prepare
meals over a fire inside their split-bamboo huts.
When we visited the second Tsachila community, the members of the tribe told us of their difficulties and hopes. We told
them about the principles of community health and gave them
some ideas for microenterprises .
Over decades, there has been only sporadic work from various organizations among the Taschila. The result has been the
continuance of poverty and the absence of Gospel presence. We
accepted an invitation
from them to present a
Christmas program for
their children. It is God
who moves through us
and others to bring
good things to all.
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The Colorado community
in Ecuador.

Baking bread at Emmanuel.
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Community Life and Educational
and Economic Growth in
Mombasa, Kenya

Covenant Relationship and So
Much More!
Sally F. Morris is a GBGM missionary assigned to Freetown, Sierra
Leone.

Chung Suk (Mos es) Song and Hyung Ran (Grace) Song are GBGM
missionaries assigned to Mombasa, Kenya. Chung Suk pastors the Diga
people in the Pwani Synod and Hyung Ran works with the women and
children there.

An infinite amount of thanks goes out to Lovers Lane United
Methodist Church (LLUMC) in Dallas, Texas. I moved to Texas
immediately after college and planned to church hop until I found
a spiritual home that I felt totally comfortable with.
My first visit was to Lovers Lane UMC. It wasn't until several
months later that I realized I was an usher at all three services at
LLUMC and wasn' t even a member of the church.
I joined and quickly learned everything I know about missions
from the Outreach Commission. I became addicted to short-term
work trips. This led to a volw1teer-in-mission project in Maua, Kenya,
that lasted for 2 1 I 2 years. Mission was definitely in my blood. After
many years of preparation and God's timing, I became a commissioned missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries in
2000, assigned to work at the Kissy Clinic in Sierra Leone.
Many thanks belong to members of Lovers Lane United
Methodist Church for procuring and shipping medical equipment
and supplies to
Kissy Clinic and,
especially,
for
entering a covenant relationship of
prayer and financial support for
the ongoing mission in Sierra
Leone in response
to God's call.

At Takungu Church in Mombasa, member Marna Rose leads a
meeting every Thursday and teaches the preparation of simple
African foods on a charcoal fire using a sufuria (deep cooking
pot). At one meeting, Grace presented a dish of kirnchi, a Korean
cabbage.
Only women and children come to the church; the men usually stay at home resting. We are hoping that through the prayer
of the women, the men will soon participate in church services
and activities.
As work at Takunga church continues, the rest of the country
is on its way to reform after the election of a new president, Mwai
Kibaki . The election, which was done peacefully, gave Kenyans
pride and hope for the further development of the nation. The
reforms include free primary education, without which the cost
of education for most would be prohibitive. The new government has encouraged organizations to participate in the economic growth process. The World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) have
agreed to resume giving economic assistance to Kenya.
We look forward to
more church, educational, and
economic growth for the people in Mombasa, Kenya.

A newborn baby and mother on Christmas Day, Kissy
Clinic, Sierra Leone.

Hyung Ran and Chung Suk Song
with their fam ily.
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Religious Dialogue in a Changing World;
Hovey, Guy ...... ... .. ... ..... .. ...... .................. ........... Mar.-Apr., 12
Remembering the Future: A Ministry of Reconciliation;
Karpen, James F. .................. .............................. Mar.-Apr., 18
Resetich, Joan Anderson .............................. .. ........... .... .Sept.-Oct., 20
Resources for the Mission-Minded Congregation ..............Jan.-Feb., 26
Richards, Christina ............ ....... .................. ........... ... .......Sept.-Oct., 4
Risk Worth Taking, A.; House, Christie R. ...................... Sept.-Oct., 2
Rivera, Eli S....................................... ... ....... ... .................Nov.-Dec., 16
Rothhaar, Tom ............. ..... ........ ..... ..... .......... ........... ........ .Sept.-Oct., 9
RURAL MINISTRIES

Dulac Community Center: A Hub for the Houma;
House, Christie R. .......................................... ....Jan .-Feb., 32
Foods Resource Bank, The: Setting Aside a Portion for God;
House, Christie R. ........................... ............. ......Jul.-Aug., 40
Rural Mission Tradition on Johns Island, The;
Minsky, Tequila ... ... ....... ... ..... ...................... .. .. .Sept.-Oct., 10
Saved Lives, Changed Hearts; Mann, Kathie ................ Mar.-Apr., 40
Scott, David C. .................................................................. Mar.-Apr., 8
Seeing the Faces of Hunger; Hou e, Christie R. ..... .. .........Jul.-Aug., 2
Shaping the Lives of Post-War Farm Families in
West Africa; Adevu, Mozart ................ ..... ...... .......Jul.-Aug., 26
Siegfried, Peter ...... ................. ......................................... Mar.-Apr., 36
Sta tement of Ownership .......... ... .......... ................. ........ Nov.-Dec., 22
Stevens, Carol ......... ......................... .. .............. ................ Nov.-Dec., 36
Storey, Peter ...................................................................... May-Jun., 23

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION

Rural Mission Tradition on Johns Island, The;
Minsky, Tequila .. ................ .. ............................ Sept.-Oct., 10
Saved Lives, Changed Hearts; Mann, Kathie ........ Mar.-Apr., 40
Wersan, Susan ........... .. ... ..... ............................................. May-Jun ., 18
Walker, Tamara ......... .. ...... .... ........................ ............. ........Jan.-Feb., 12
Wilbur, Margaret ........... ...... ... ...... ... .. ...... .................. .... .Mar.-Apr., 16
Wildman, David ................ .. .. ..... ............................... ...... May-Jun., 34
Wilkinson, Brenda ....... ........ ...... ............................... ...... May-Jun., 40
Willie is Walking Again; Lehman, Mel .......................... Sept.-Oct., 40
Working Together for a Better Community:
Vermont Ecumenical Council; Wilbur, Margaret .. Mar.-Apr., 16
World Sin ce 9111 , The; House, Christie R ......................... May-Jun., 2
Yambasu, John K. ............................................................Mar.-Apr., 28
Youth Go Global Events; Walker, Tamara ........................Jan.-Feb., 12

STORIES OF FAITH

Come to the Table; Markay, David .. .......................... Jan .-Feb., 9
Saved Lives, Changed Hearts; Mann, Kathie ........ Mar.-Apr., 40
Until Further Notice; Olewine, Sandra .. ................ May-Jun., 38
Willie is Walking Again; Lehman, Mel .. ............. .Sept.-Oct., 40
Strengthen ing the Connection : An Interview with
R. Randy Day; House, Christie R. ................ ............ Jan .-Feb., 4
Sustaining the Work of Mission; House, Christie R. ...... Nov.-Dec., 2
This Land Is My Land; Mansaray, Edward ....................Jul.-Aug., 22
Toward Peace and Reconciliation on the Korean

· -~

Africa Youth Ne twork: Youth and Students'
Interfaith Dialogue; Yambasu, John K. ............ Mar.-Apr., 28
Rural Mission Tradition on Johns Island,
The; Minsky, Tequila ........................................ Sept.-Oct., 10
Youth Go Global Events; Walker, Tamara ................Jan.-Feb., 12
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UMCOR • 29 (top)-FEMA news photo • 29 (lower right), 30-UMOCR/Bosnia and
Herzegovina • 31-33-Courtesy Crusade Scholarship Office, GBGM • 31 (background
left)-Hal Sadler, (background right)-Bob May • 32 (background)-Gail Coulson • 33
(background)-Keith Mumma • 34-36-GBGM Historic Archives • 37-John Goodwin • 39
(top)-Wilson Boots, (below)-Courtesy Daniel and Lisa Godwin • 40 (top)-Sally F.
Morris, (below)-GBGM .

n.-Feb.,)J
n.-Feb.,

1.-Aug.,!i
1.-Aug.,:lJ
..-Aug.,~

n.-Feb., 16

ty-Jun., Ii

Ni

11.-Aug.,l
1-Feb.,
r.-Apr.,12
.-Aug.,16
.-Aug., 21

y-Jun., 10
ay-Jun.,4
pt.-Oct.,i

t.-Oct.,Ji

y-Jun.,23
ay-Jun.,2

EDUCATlONAL
&
SERVICE EXPERIENCE
for older adults

A lonq .iw.i1ll'd ',l'l ll "· ol I IH· lw.t 01 y ol l 1111/< •1/ /\It •tlJ< >(//•,/ /\11· ..... 1011 .
111<' 111 .... 1 1;0/umt' ( 0111<"• off /)ft''•'· lulv .)0(1 :; , "On the Journey Ho111e"
(

I

I

'

I

I

I

1

•

•

I I 11

l •I

\1

I

I 11 1 I

I'

'

•

'

I. I I 1

I

•1

bt Hlltory or Million ot Ille E•1111plk•I Unlttcl Bmll"o
lll'tb. 1'4'-19'8. by J, Sll'-.n 0'·
Malley, telhl lbt millloll tory or• 1m11ll dtnomlnaUon Uuu had H lmp9Ct tar beyond 111 .m.
"On lbejoumey homt" are lbe nnt wonloi or an •lablteoth--h•ry Pletllll hymn that u
01111 rommuolty wllll othtn In 1nR'h or the htannly Zion,
Tht tburch lwd II• ta,..m rnliiollon In lt1'1'11 Lflllle, but utbllr rnloil!lou wtrt upporttd lo Ina
btfo" lht ' ommunltl nwlutlon. Japan, !he PhlUpplnai, lndontfllll, Nlprlll. and Mvtral plllft'I ln
lb• C.rlbbffn and Lllln AJl.1trlc1. lo Ille U • ¥lro113 n1188kl1111 wa" '111•blllhtd In Appalatblli, New
Mexico. Fklrld•, •nd many urban «i11tan.
Tiit lulllmarkl oftht rburcb' mllllon w~re ''dt\'OluUon," or .utonomy of lndtpoOUll cburtbtl:
lk tcumtnk•I nl0vm111nt: .nd racial Jul!I""" hbuu1b ll" rhurtb wu lllow 10 motnblt Ille rlshlli
or women, NllJ' or 118 81ronlffl lffdet'8. both In the
Hd lM otkr countrlel, w n
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Fax: 212-870-3624
'metimers@gbgm-umc.org

This booll I• volume four ol Thi Unlttd Method/II Hlslory of Mission •MN. whkh MIO

lncludt1:
VOi. 1

Tht Ml1tlon1ry Spirit: Tht Hl1tory ol Mltlion ot lht Mtlhodltt
Pro11111n1 Church, 1130-1938, bV Rulll Dtugh4tnv

VOi. I

' Flllt Ooll111 tnd MVffll': Tht HI lOfV o1 Mlatlon ol tht
Mtlhodlll EpllCOPIJ Chureh, South, 18'45-1938, bv

ite: http://gbgm-umc. org/vim

Robin W. 81tdgo

.-Apr.,li
..()ct.,10
:.feb., I~

VOi. 3

Mirror and llnoon: Tht Hl1t0<y ol Mltllon ol Ttit Mtlhodlll
Ohureh, 1939-, eae, bV ~lndt 0Hlit1Q

VOi. •

Flom Ml11lo111 lo Mltllon: Tht Hlllocy OI Miiiion 01Tn.
Unlttd MtthOdlll Church, 1eaa-aooo, bv Roti.n J, Harman

VOi. I

lnlti1l111t1 tor Million, 1990-2001. Oh1rlH E. COit, tdltof

VOi. l

Chlltlitn Million In 1ht Thlfd Mllltnnlum, Chtrtet
td11or
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Zippered bags measure 16"X13", with inner pockets.
Individual bags are $16.00 each.
10 or more bags are $12.00 each.
Bags can be ordered by calling: 212-870-3779 (ask
for Promotion and Marketing), sending a check or
money order, made out to General Board of Global
Ministries/GG IV, to:
Edward A. Moultrie
Office of Promotion and Marketing
General Board of Global Ministries
The United Methodist Church
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1472
New York, New York 10115
Bags and additional GG IV items may be ordered on line:
http://gbgm-umc.org/e-store/ggiv

Some of the excellent resources for home, office or church available from the Service Center
NOW $1 50
NOW $9.98

.)4.00

e$ 0
4 5

$'

'

5

~ office

and

Uprooted! Refu ~\! ,an~_F~_lf.ed
nts #270!. ~
s $9.45 NOW $2 50
Leader's Guide tt,..'lll"fttFl.wrft~g
eu~rti eS~ V"FeS~~oa.re
Worldwind Magazine (Children) 32724 Wa
2.50 NOW $1 .00
Focus on the I
)J n'
- #':!_
District Han '
49 · s >11 • 0
' 1.
't
Financial HandboCl-.1_997O Enq .. 3726; ~ M f i7 Was $4.00 NOW $2 .00
Constitution & Bf f l e
~
23f
·
U Ce
CD He Leadeth Me #2866 Was $3 00 NOW $1.50
CD Piano Colon
s $
~hla
CD Touch the SJin 1vers1 e•ch~1r Js\~. ly
Centennial Bro
f g ue ·
4
W
Centennial Stic
1 · tJ Si.
Centennial Stickpin Anf ue Bron
Children's Sabbath
Program Book - Sowing the Seeds
2002 Program Boo:
~ "' h~ I
Prayer Calendar
a
f\fti:!~.,.~·~
Ceremonies Ill #2575 Was $2.50 NOW $1.25
Assembly 1998 Journal #2725 Was $6.00 NOW $0.25
Amos Window to God #1677 Was $2.50 NOW $1 00
(Spanish) Amos Window to God #1678 Was $2.50 NOW 51 .00
The Bible: The Book That Bridges the Millennia Part 1, Origins and Formation #2702 Was $4.50 NOW $3.00
The Bible: The Book That Bridges the Millennia Part 2, Interpretation and Authority #2812 Was $4.50 NOW $2.00
(Spanish) The Bible: The Book That Bridges the Millennia Part 1, Origins and Formation #2713 Was $4.50 NOW $2.00
(Spanish) The Bible: The Book That Bridges the Millennia Part 2, Interpretation and Authority #2813 Was $4.50 NOW $2.00
(Korean) The Book That Bridges the Millennia Part 1, Origins and Formation #2714 Was $4.50 NOW $2 .00
(Korean) The Book That Bridges the Millennia Part 2, Interpretation and Authority #2814 Was $4.50 NOW $2.00
Ecclesiastes: The Meaning of Your Life #2161 Was $3.95 NOW $2.00
(Spanish) Ecclesiastes: The Meaning of Your Life #2165 Was $3.95 NOW $2.00
Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew #1853 Was $2 .95 NOW $1 .00
Joshua and the Promised Land #2635 Was $2.25 NOW $1.00
Youth Study - Joshua and the Promised Land #2636 Was $2.75 NOW $1 .00

ftftJ

l!e

·

0

·ttr.nfi'li'Mtf V
frOln
d
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8f1
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Quantities are limited! Contact the Service Center for a complete listing and an order form . 1-800-305-9857
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W .th funding from One Great Hour of Sharing and people like you,

the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supports many life changing ministries.
Your gifts do remarkable things: feed people with fooci and hope, wrap babies in warmth
and love, empower communities with skills and support.

Please give generously. Your gift makes a world of difference!

UMCOR
United Methodist Committee on Relief
General Board of Global Ministries • The United Methodist Church
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor
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