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Cover: Artwork by Melanie Reim. Since the ter
rorist attacks on the United States, September 11, 
2001, the world main tains a precaiious balance of 
the forces that shape it. The human ci rcus is fuU of 
performers who take the stage and earnestly 
believe they can control what happens to the 
world . Yet God's deep abiding love sustains the 
earth and alJ who are dependent on it for theiI 
very existence. 

The World Since 9/11 
United Methodist missions have been affected by the aftermath of the 9/1 
terrorists attacks on the United States. Some programs, such as UMCOR 
have spurred into action to respond to the needs created by the atta~ 
Other ministries have experienced a decline in funding, a rise in costs, anc 
a greater demand for services as a result of the downturn in the econom. 
that spiraled from the time of the 9I11 attacks. 

This issue looks at the fallout of 9I11 and at how the events havt 
touched the lives of people all over the world. Two articles report on the US\ 

of the "Love in the Midst of Tragedy" funds in New York and Afghanistan 
How far away the US military action in Afghanistan seems today. But fo 
those who lived through the attack, the devastation is everywhere, anc 
UMCOR is present with the Afghan people as they rebuild their lives. 

The UMCOR refugee resettlement office reports that on September 11 
2001, the US government halted all resettlement activity and recalled tht 
INS adjudicators who interviewed refugees overseas. The INS has sinct' 
reorganized as part of the Homeland Security Department and resettle 
ments of specific populations of refugees have resumed. 1 

Two articles tell stories of Palestine and Israel. Israeli military incur· 
sions into Palestinian territories have greatly increased over the last twc 
years, as have suicide attacks in Israel. Action by one party feeds the retali· 
ation of the other in an endless circle of violence. These stories tell of tit€ 
Palestinian people and their faithful determination to live in their ancestral 
homeland. 

As I write, the United States military has crossed the Kuwait border 
into Iraq and bombing has commenced on Baghdad. Scripture tells us God 
does not want this or any other war. We see this in the life of Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace-God shows us another way. Though God may not support 
the war, God will support the people, on both sides of the conflict, who 
need comfort and strength. 

When the armed soldiers came for Jesus, he did not defend himself. Hi 
disciples must have known they were in danger, because at least one of 
them was packing a sword in the Garden of Gethsemane. All four Gospel 
accounts say a disciple drew his sword and cut off the ear of a high priesf 
slave. (Notice who receives the first blow!) Jesus stopped the 
violence immediately and said, in effect, "No more of this!" Luke says he 
then healed the slave's ear. 

When it comes to the choice of whether or not to commit acts of 
violence, Jesus is not ambiguous; he is very direct with his disciples. "You 
have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But 
I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn the other also." (Matt. 5:38-39) It is a radical departure from con
ventional wisdom, but it is the path for Christians, as walked by our teacher 
and savior, Jesus. 

Christie R. House 
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by Christie R. House 

A large poster-sized photo of a 
Cambodian youth harvesting 

cabbages sits on Seynabou Sarr' s 
desk in the Harlem satellite office 
of the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) 9/11 Disaster 
Response Program in New York 
City. The young woman in the 
photo beams with pride as she 
shows the photographer the har
vest, the results of a development 
program made possible by an 
UMCOR grant. The photo is the 
largest thing in the office, besides 
the desk, and is out of proportion as 
a decorative piece of art. A visitor 
can't help but wonder what it has to 
do with UMCOR' s 9I11 Disaster 
Response in Harlem. 

"This is here for a purpose," 
says Ms. Sarr, the case manager at 
the Harlem satellite. "I tell my 
clients, this agency doesn't just 
serve people here in New York 
City. It didn't open overnight 
because of the World Trade Center 
attacks. This agency is all over the 
world, and it doesn' t care who you 
are; if you are in need, it will help 
you. Some of the clients that come 
may be undocumented. I tell them 
it doesn' t matter. It helps people 
like this girl, far away, with simple 
basic needs, like food. Then they are 
less fearful, and they think, 'Maybe 
this agency can help me too.'" 

One year after 9111, memorial tributes to 
World Trade Center victims are placed i11 
Unio11 Square i11 New York City. 
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From All Walks of Life 
Since opening its doors in June 
2002, the UMCOR 9I11 Disaster 
Response office has handled 300 
cases representing people from all 
walks of life-from well-off 
employees who worked in the 
World Trade Center to business 
owners in lower Manhattan whose 
businesses have collapsed. From 
hotel and restaurant workers who 
were barely getting by on part
time work to Chinatown's gar
ment workers, who, in addition to 
losing their piece-work jobs when 
the garment factories closed, 
struggle with respiratory disorders 
related to the World Trade Center 
fallout. All of them face the same 
challenge: how to survive the post-
9I11 economy. 

Representatives from UMCOR 
meet regularly for roundtable dis
cussions with representatives from 
other relief agencies such as the 
Red Cross, Catholic Charities, the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA), and Safe 
Horizons. The various relief pro
grams work together to provide 
for New York's unmet needs stem
ming from the 9I11 tragedy. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people have lost their jobs in New 
York City over the last two years 

since the 9I11 attacks. Some of the 
clients worked in the towers and 
escaped with their lives. Their 
compensation from the 9I11 feder
al funds, however, is based on 
what they were making at the 
time, which means those who 
earned the least receive the least. 
The largest grants, the millions of 
dollars reported by the media, go 
to the survivors whose loved ones 
perished. Many of those who 
escaped with their lives struggle in 
disbelief as they find themselves 
jobless and without income 18 
months after the attack. 

One client, recalls UMCOR 
caseworker Vanessa Encarnacion, 
was a single mother who had been 
working as a maid with the 
Marriott Hotel in the World Trade 
Center. Her manager had made 
sure that all the housekeeping staff 
was out of the tower before him. He 
died in the tower as it collapsed. Ms. 
Encarnacion' s client cried as she 
retold her story. She was still griev
ing for the loss of her manager, and 
she has not found another job. She 
laid all her bills out, covering the 
surface of the caseworker's desk. 
"What can you do?" she asked Ms. 
Encarnacion. Her refrigerator at 
home was empty; she had run out 
of food for her daughter and herself. 

Jeffrey Jones, an UMCOR client, with Seynabou Sarr, 
UMCOR case manager. 

At the Harlem satellite, Ms. 
Sarr counsels Uriel Gilot about h is 
bills and finding a way to return to 
school. Mr. Gilot, a Haitian immi
grant, had a maintenance job in the 
Wall Street district. He lost that job 
on September 11, 2001. He has a 
wife and children to sup port. He 
says he has gone to hundreds of 
job interviews. He was enrolled in 
a technical school program, but 
when he was laid off, he could no 
longer afford tuition. Unskilled 
labor has been hit hard in New 
York. "They need special certifica
tion papers I don' t have," he said . 
Ms. Sarr urged him to take the neg
ative energy he is feeling and make 
it work toward the positive in his 
life. For now, UMCOR can pay his 
electric and telephone bills, and 
FEMA is picking up his rent. When 
asked what his current income is, 
he said, "Zero." But he had two 
more job interviews that same day. 
"Let us hope ... " said Ms. Sarr. 

In Chinatown, Jenny Cry tal 
Ip is meeting with clients at anoth
er UMCOR sa tellite loca tion, the 
Chinese Staff and Workers 

One year after 9111 , messages are still being placed at peace gatherings. Association. To get to this sa tellite 
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location, one has to enter at street level, walk up a flight 
of stairs, go out onto the fire escape, and cross a short 
bridge through the back of another building into a large 
room, which appears to have no other entrance but the 
fire escape. Ms. Ip, who is known as "J.C.," grew up in 
Chinatown. 

Her client Lee, a second-generation Chinese 
American, has been looking for a job for over 18 months. 
He is fluent in English, has a college degree, and had a job 
that required computer skills. His problem? He's 
overqualified for many jobs. "With my experience and 
education level, they won't hire me as a receptionist. I'd 
work as a receptionist because I need a job, but they won't 
even consider me. Sometimes there are so many applicants 
for the kind of job I was doing, I send in my resume, but I 
don' t even get an interview." 

Ms. Ip says Lee is a little unusual. Most of the work
ers she meets through the Chinese Staff and Workers 
Association and the other Chinatown satellite, the 
Chinese Methodist Church, are laid-off garment work
ers. They do not understand much English and they are 
both documented (in the United States with legal visas 
or green cards) and undocumented (entered the country 
without proper documentation). The factory sweatshop 
work is all they know. They are paid by the piece, not by 
the hour, and often make just 10 cents a piece. In at least 
one case, a factory shut down overnight without even 
notifying its workers. The owner locked the doors and 
left town, owing weeks of back wages to the workers. 

In Manhattan, Peter Spano owned a small business 
that dealt with job recruitment in the financial district. 
After 9 I 11, many businesses in the Wall Street area laid off 
workers, so recruitment services were no longer needed. 
Mr. Spano thought he could weather the situation. He had 
over $45,000 in savings to wait out the economy. 

"I was an owner, not an employee, an employer. I was 
not eligible for the same reimbursements as the employ
ees who were directly affected. I did not jump for assis
tance because I was not desperate. But my savings only 
lasted so long. By the time I realized I needed assistance, 
I had missed the application deadline. Safe Horizons said 
I could file an appeal. I explained my extenuating circum
stances, but they said trying to make it on my own was 
not a good reason for late filing. They denied my appeal. 
Since 9I11, I have received $150 in food vouchers from 
UMCOR, I have had two phone bills and electric bills 
paid, and that's it. Apparently, people like me are not a 
target for relief efforts. UMCOR was the only agency that 
treated me humanely, like a person. Vanessa Encarnacion 
was a godsend, and she listened when no one else would. 

Shortly after 9111 , ceramic workshops around the United States 
created memorial tiles that were placed as a memorial on a fence in 
Greenwich Village, New Yo rk City. 

Safe Horizons has helped 50,000 
people in New York, but not me. I 
have lost my entire life's savings." 

The Unmet Needs 
Dr. Ramon Nieves, director of the 
UMCOR 9I11 Disaster Response, 
stresses that UMCOR participates 
as part of the roundtable to supple
ment, rather than duplicate, the 
services that are offered to those 
affected by the 9I11 attacks. 
UMCOR case workers listen to their 
clients and assess their needs. At 
times they act as counselors, listen
ing and offering advice. But they 
also recognize the need for profes
sional involvement, and at times 
they refer clients for psychiatric 
help or credit-counseling services. 
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UMCOR now has satellite 
offices in nine locations in New 
York City. The main office is in the 
GBGM m1ss10n headquarters 
located in the Interchurch Center 
on the Upper West Side of 
Manhattan. The satellites are in the 
Chinese United Methodist Church 
and the Chinese Staff and Workers 
Association in Chinatown; Metro
politan-Duane United Methodist 
Church in Greenwich Village; a 
United Methodist City Society
owned building on Fifth Avenue in 
Harlem; The Women' s Muslim 
Institute for Research and 
Development in the Bronx; 
Community United Methodist 
Church in Jackson Heights, 
Queens; the United Methodist 
Center for Pastoral Leadership in 
the Bronx; Astoria Community 
Services in Astoria, Queens; and 
Heavenly Vision Christian Center 
in the Bronx. 
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Clients are referred to UMCOR 
by the other participating agencies 
of the roundtable and also by 
participating community organiza
tions such as the Chinese Staff 
and Workers Association. United 
Methodist churches in the five 
boroughs, the New York Annual 1 
Conference, and the United Meth-
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odist City Society have referred 
clients and given support to serve 
them. Other clients are walk-ins off 
the street who have heard about the 
program through word of mouth or 
seen one of its fliers. One of the 
advantages of having the satellite 
locations in local neighborhoods is 
the ability to reach people where 
they live. 

While other relief and recovery 
agencies, such as FEMA or Safe 
Horizons, have established dead
lines and cut funding to latecomers, 
UMCOR's program is relatively 
fresh, operating on the street for 
less than a year. Although the relief 
agency has received some criticism 
for the length of time it has taken to 
set up the program, it is following a 
time-honored tradition born out of 
experience. Take time, assess, and 
find the unmet needs. An influx of 

uarte money without planning and care
Cent ful assessment can lead to more 

ide problems than it solves. UMCOR, 
e in with a good funding base, is in a 
Chur position to aid those who are just 
Vorke starting their recovery process. 
Metr The five-year program will under
thod' gird New Yorkers over a long-term 
.age; commitment. 
ociet 
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9/11 

Left: Chinese Workers Association door. Above: Jenny Crystal Ip confers 
with a client. Below left: Wing Lam (right), director of the Chinese 
Workers Association, converses with staff Below right: Children who lost 
parents in the World Trade Center and attended a United Methodist
sponsored summer camp used art to express their experiences and feelings. 
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Top and bottom: Artwork, Letters, and other articles were placed at 9111 memorial ites 
in New York Citt;. 
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Starting Over in New York 
One of the hardest realities for ew 
Yorkers to accept about the 9I11 dis- . 
aster has been the way it reached qwre 
beyond the World Trade Center site I . "5< 
into every neighborhood and street I pe~d 
and changed the way people live. I 
They have had to stop life as they w. 
knew it and start over. This kind of 
recovery is difficult because it is not 
as simple as repairing the damage 
and rebuilding what was torn 
down. Recovery requires a switch in 
life's midstream. 

Seynabou Sarr, a devout 
Muslim, is originally from Senegal. 
She's learned the hard way about 
switching course midstream. 1n 
Senegal, she pursued a college 
education; but, once married, 
according to custom, she deferred 
to her husband's wishes and 
stayed home to raise their family. I 
After her family immigrated to the 
United States, she volunteered 
time at her children's preschool. 
Then her husband died. What 
started as a volunteer position 
became full-time work. She I 
remained in the United States, 
raised her four children, and went 
back to school, starting her educa-
tion "over from scratch," she says, 
because the US schools would not 
give credit for the four years of col
lege in Senegal. She worked up to 
her master 's degree in business. 
Her four children are all presently 
attending college. 

At the Harlem office, she coun
sels Jeffrey Jones, a Harlem native, 
to get his GED through a college 
program and then to continue hi 
education toward a college degree. 
First, he will tart with a 13-week 
training cour e through Safe 
Horizons, so that whil he attend 
school he may al o find a new job in 
a new venue to upport him elf. He 
had been working in maintenance 
in a downtown firm wher his two 
brother still work. Lately, he ha 
acquired support by going back and 
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forth to the Salvation Army, the Red 
Cross, Safe Horizons-any agency 
that could help him pay his bills, 
acquire the necessities, and get by. 

"Safe Horizons will pay a 
stipend of $300 per week while I'm 
training. That's good, but the real 
jobs want diplomas," he said . Ms. 

Sarr, who tends to get down to 
business right away, was already 
calling a college, setting him up for 
an interview, and assuring him 
about tuition grants that would pay 
his way. "Yes," Mr. Jones agrees by 
the end of his session, "I want to do 
this. I want to start over." 

UMCOR helps clients through casework in a number of different ways. 
It provides clients with very basic steps to take toward their own recov
ery, such as bill payment, job referral, and counseling. All clients must 
be able 1o prove that they were directly or indirectly affected by the 
9/11 altadcs. Some bring pay stubs, a \Vorld Trade Center building 
~, or a pink slip from a downtown business. Cases are opened on 
a .._.month term of service. After three months, a case may be 
~ for up to a year for further referral and consultation. 

JJMCoR con pay the basic bills of living, such as food, electricity, 
~ phone ..vice. It can pay a dient's rent if he or she has been 

;;:·,{::i_..ld FEMA assistance or if a client hos been approved by FEMA 
(Md awaits the grant. UMCOR will pay clients' service bills, such os 

for hospital, school, and childcare. 
Caseworkers provide vouchers for goods and transportation 
services. Programs with Pathmark, K-mart, and Old Navy aHow 
UMCOR clients to buy groceries, replace smoked-damaged 
furniture, and obtain clothing for the family. Metrocards for subway 
and bus service are also provided. 
Basic counseling is part of the service, but more serious problems, 
such as post-traumatic stress disorder, are referred for ongoing 
profassional help. 
Referrals for jobs, food pantries, clothing, and training programs 
:Ore given to clients as needed. 
lJMCOR provides school kits and health kits for distribution at the 
fCllelt.te offices and at other points in the neighborhoods affected by 
the 9/11 attacks. 

Before he was out the door, 
Ms. Sarr h ad already told him 
about extracurricu lar activities at 
the college. "Don't burn yourself 
out," she admonished. "College is 
not only work, work, work. Take 
ad vantage of those sports pro
grams. Play something, like bas
ketball. Th at's where you meet 
people and make good friends, 
and that's what gets you through 
the hard times. You take it from 
me, I learned the hard way." 

By the time Mr. Jones was on 
the street again, he could see him
self on that basketball court, in the 
school library studying, juggling 
work, study, and recrea tion. What 
he could imagine, he could make 
real, and he left the Harlem satel
lite wi th som ething he'd been 
looking for throughout h is 18-
m onth journey-hope. 

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook. 

One year after 9111 , remnants of the 
infrastructure of the World Trade Cwter 
remain . 

For more information about the UMCOR 9/11 Disaster Response Program, call 1-212-870-3988 

UMCOR Advance #901125-3, "love in the Midst of Tragedy," is still accepting donations for 9/11 recovery work. Contributors 
may designate their gift for a particular area of response, including: New York, New Jersey, Washington, DC, or Afghanistan. 
Contributions may be sent through local United Methodist churches by making a check out to the church and designating the check 
in the memo line with the Advance number. Call 1-800-554-8583 to make a credit-card donation. 

Health Kits and School Kits may be assembled and sent to the UMCOR Depot for distribution in the United States and around 
the world. Call the depot, 1-800-814-8765 for more information, or visit the website at: http://gbgm·umc.org/ UMCOR/ kits.cfm 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MAY /JUNE 2003 



10 

UMCORin 

ussian helicopter gun- Helping the Returnees 
ships roared over the 
Shamali Plain, north of 

Kabul, Afghanistan, story and photos by Henry Hamilton 
and targeted the village 

of Rabat. In one of the houses 11-
year-old Ghulum Rabani huddled 
with his family as bombs exploded 
outside. Then Rabani's greatest 
fear happened, a bomb hit his 
adobe home directly, blowing him 
to unconsciousness. 

Every member of Rabani's 
family was gravely injured. His 
father died from injuries, but the 
others recovered. Rabani lost one 
leg. Eventually his mother fled 
with her children to a refugee 
camp in Peshawar, Pakistan. 
Sixteen years after the Russian 
gunships had destroyed so much 
of his life, Rabani is back in Rabat. 
The Russians have long ago with
drawn in defeat. The puppets they 
left behind have met violent ends, 
and the scourge of the Taliban has 
come and gone. 

It was the Taliban and their 
scorch-the-earth approach to the 
Tajik-dominated Shamali Plain 
that has made sustainable living 
impossible across Rabani's native 
province. Their plan was not only 
to drive out the supposed support
ers of the Northern Alliance but 
also to make refugee return impos
sible. The Taliban destroyed shel
ters and all means of economic 
livelihood. Nut and fruit trees 
were cut down and vineyards 
were burnt. The irrigation system 

was ruined and tens of thousands Roof beams are provided by UMCOR for house reconstruction in Rabat, Afghanis tan . 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MAY I JUNE 2003 

.... " .... - .... " :.. ... • .. ~ •& .. • • ~ "' ' ~. ' • ' - • ' • ' • ' ' .. . . ' ' • • ' • 

tand1 

at on1 
feed 

ThE 
'ball 

est bi 
fghar 
fferir 
fugeE 

·ssio1 
red a 
fami 

o me: 
eard 
ountri 
e reb 

ere e 
to med 

Fo. 
ly, as \I 
familie 
lets, U 
plan ti 
area st 
ticipah 
appro1 
impler 
project 
Rural 
for Al 
WouJd 
reesta[ 
on its 
projed 
Chura 
news 
Rabat' 

I hundr 



~e 

of landmines were buried in fields 
that once produced enough wheat 

I to feed the community. 
The repressive structure of the 

Taliban collapsed quickly once the 
West brought its power to bear in 
Afghanistan. Proud Afghans, 
suffering under the indignity of 
refugee status, were eager to 
return to their native villages. 
What they found on their return, 
however, was deeply discourag
ing-how could life in such ruins 
be possible? 

I first visited Rabat as the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief Nongovernmental Organiz -
ation (UMCOR NGO) Head of 
Mission in June 2002. I encoun
tered anger from some returnees. 
A family head named Wahid said 
to me: "We returned because we 
heard promises from the rich 
countries that our country would 
be rebuilt, but what we find is 
destroyed homes, without water 
or other means of support. We 
can't live here. If we don't get help 
soon, we' ll have to return to 
refugee camps. There, at least, we 
had shelter and food, our children 
were educated, and we had access 
to medical clinics." 

Fortunately for Wahid' s fami
ly, as well as for the majority of the 
families in Rabat's associated ham
lets, UMCOR was formulating a 
plan to make their return to the 
area sustainable. Applying its par
ticipatory, multi-sector, integrated 
approach, UMCOR was about to 
implement a sustainable return 
project through its local partner, 
Rural Rehabilitation Association 
for Afghanistan (RRAA), which 
would allow Wahid's family to 
reestablish a meaningful life back 
on its ancestral land. RRAA is a 
project developed by Norwegian 
Church Aid in Pakistan. Further, as 
news of UMCOR' s plans reached 
Rabat's exiled people in Kashmir, 
hundreds of neighboring families 

Top left: UMCOR enables Afghan widows to buy fa t-tailed sheep, which have more 
than doubled in price since Afghanistan lost 75 percen t of its livestock. Top right: 
Simple irrigation systems renew the soil for agriculture. Above: Sarni Khan and Abdul 
Moqsood remember their experiences as war-displaced elders. 

were encouraged to return to the 
hamlets of Rabat. By the end of 
2002, 250 of the 350 Rabat families 
had returned and are confident that 
they now have what is necessary to 
rebuild a meaningful life there. 

Recipients Work Hard . 
The project is participatory in that it 
is based on the expressed needs of 
the beneficiaries. UMCOR' s partner, 
RRAA, interviewed returnees to the 
village and traveled to the refugee 
camps in Kashmir, where most of 
the Rabati people had fled, to find 
out what they needed in order to 
return and stay. 

The villagers prioritized the 
minimum requirements for sus
tainable return: shelter, water, agri
cultural supplies, and access to 
credit. UMCOR and RRAA set 
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about creating a project that would 
meet these needs. 

Within 8L: months, 200 homes 
for the most needy families who 
agreed to return were constructed 
through UMCOR's self-help 
approach. The beneficiaries were 
required to make their own mud 
bricks and to build their houses up 
to the roof. UMCOR supplied lin
tels (door beams), roof beams and 
other roofing material, doors and 
windows, and a bag of cement. For 
water, villagers were required to dig 
down to the water table, averaging 
45 feet, at which point UMCOR 
would drill an additional 75 to 100 
feet. UMCOR also supplied a diesel 
engine, pipes, and a pump for each 
well. Of the 35 slated wells, 20 w re 
pumping water by the end of 2002, 
averaging 5700 gallons per hour to 
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a t tal of 151 farmer . Beneficiaries 
of the e and other aid were elect
d by representative village councils 

called shurns. 

A Multi-Sector Approach 
Two hw1dred farmer were sup
plied with improved wheat seed, 
fertilizer, and pesticide. Winter 
wheat is now turning the recently 
demined field of Rabat green again 
after years of nonproductivity. Next 
spring, UMCOR will dis tribu te 
rain-fed wheat packages, frui t and 
nut tree saplings, and grape root 
tock. Microcredit has been thus far 

e tended to 29 widows and 22 
other individuals who were dis
abled by war injuries. 

The vast majority of those who 
were injured were not combatants 
but civilian victims of gunships, 
mines, stray bullets, or shrapnel. 
They, like Rabani, can now support 
themselves with dignity as tailors, 
shopkeepers, bicycle mechanics, 
and animal raisers. 

A visually impaired man 
named Shawali was particularly 
creative. Since there are no tractors 
in Rabat, he saw an opportunity to 
raise steers. He had only 60 percent 
of the required capital, but with a 
$200 UMCOR loan, he was able to 
purchase a pair of traction animals. 
Though he is unable to use them 
himself, he rents them with his 
handmade plow to neighboring 
farmers for $6 per day during the 
fall and spring planting seasons. He 
will repay his loan easily. Others, 
like the shopkeepers Ambrlaw and 
Murad, earn a little over one dollar 
profit per day, while the tailor 
Rabani averages between $1.50 and 
$2.00 per day. 

A Long-Held Tradition 
As for the widows, we knew that 
they would prefer credit for a cow 
or two sheep, but we could not 
interview them in this tradi tional 
rural society. They are still behind 

The beautiful Panjshair Valley was a stronghold of the Northern Alliance that the 
Russ ians and the Ta liban found impenetrable. 

the high mud walls around their 
homes and only venture forth cov
ered in blue or white. They lift 
their burqas for ease of vision in 
the immediate vicinity of their 
homes or remove them to work in 
the fields. But with the approach of 
any stranger or vehicle, these tent
like garments drop down over 
heads and bodies, covering all. 

Despite tales to the contrary, 
this has been a rural custom for 
many generations. I traveled in 
Afgh anistan in the mid-1960s, 
before 80 percent of the Afghans 
alive today were born. The only 
female faces I saw in public were 
foreigners. The Communist take
over in the 1980s brought a lifting 
of the burqa and the unprecedent
ed flow of women into education 
and public service. This long
established cultural prac tice of 
wearing the burqa was common 
for peasant women, but the 
Taliban brutally forced the practice 
on the educated, Westernized 
women of the cities as well. 

So today, over one year since 
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the fall of Taliban rule, provincial 
women still honor the burqa, not 
because of a government edict 
but out of a cultural imperative. 
Though I have visited Rabat regu
larly for seven months, I have not 
yet seen any of the 500 faces of the 
women who must be living there. 
Only female staff members from 
RRAA have had any contact with 
the women of Rabat. 

A Community Reunited 
The village mullah (religious and 
community leader) says that 
everyone in Rabat has benefited 
d irectly or indirectly from the 
UMCOR project. Most important 
for him was having the opportuni
ty to end the misery of exile and 
the separation of families. During 
the war, the mullah escaped to the 
north while his wife and children 
fled to Pakistan. When the family 
was reunited after two years, 
Mullah Basir learned that his eld
est son had died during the fami
ly's separation. Not to have been 
able to support his wife or to bury 
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A Strong Resistance 
Abdullah Jhan joined the resist
ance against the Russians as a 
young man. One evening as he 
stood guard from a rooftop over 
Rabat, a sniper 's bullet tore 
through his left leg. That was in 
1986; his life as a fighter was over, 
but he survived, recovered, and 
returned to Rabat. There, though 
on crutches, he was able to work in 
the family vineyard, leaving the 
eventual defeat of Soviet forces to 
his colleagues in arms. 

l house completed through the UMCOR project. 

Generally, all ethnic groups 
fought the Communist forces, but 
after their final defeat, no single 
leader emerged to reunite Afghans. 
The various warlords brought civil 
war to Afghanistan, much support
ed and encouraged by foreign pow
ers. Eventually the Taliban brought 
a certain order to the war-ravaged 
country as they expanded from their 
first victory in Kandahar. But when 
they spread north of Kabul, they 
found stiff resistance from the 
Northern Alliance, led by the Tajik, 
Masood. 

tis son in Rabat is a great source of 
;rief to him still. The pain is now 
nitigated somewhat by seeing his 
:ommunity reunited, shelters 
·econstructed, and water flowing 
nto wheat fields freed from land

tnines. His broken heart is mend
ing, he says, and he is happy to be 
back home. 

Mullah Basir wants the United 
Methodist churches that con
tributed to this project to know 
!that their generosity is profoundly 
appreciated. 

Little Mochtaba is watching 
his father, Hadal Shah, put the 
final touches on their new home. 
He has put mud around the newly 
arrived window frames to secure 
them tightly into the adobe wall. 
UMCOR' s partner, RRAA, is in the 
process of delivering window 
glass to those who have their win
dows properly installed. With the 
window glass in place, Hadal, his 
wife, and Mochtaba will then 
move out of his grandfather's 
crowded house into their own 
ample space. 

Hadal married four years ago, 
two weeks before the Taliban took 
over Rabat and drove most resi
dents into exile. He returned in June 
to find his vineyard dead, with no 
water for his field and no shel er. 
Now Hadal's family has shelter, five 
acres of wheat planted and irrigat
ed, and a hopeful future. 

When the Taliban attacked 
Masood' s stronghold in the 
Panjshair Valley, they had to pass 
through the Shamali Plain, an area 

The people of Rukha in the Panjshair Valley have struggled for 30 years to provide a 
high school for 1600 students. Masood contributed $30,000 for the project but was then 
assassinated. UMCOR is helping to finish the building and provide school kits . 
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populated mo tl by Tajik . As 
the Pu htoon Taliban attacked 
Ma ood in the north, many 

ham ali Tajik attacked from the 
rear. The Taliban and their defeat
ed fighter fled from the orthem 
Alliance supporters to their haven 
in the outh. 

Flee or Die 
When the Taliban regrouped to 
invade the Panjshair Valley again, 
they took no chances with the 
Tajiks of Shamali. They delivered 
an ultimatum that the entire popu
lation must leave the country or 
be exterminated. The remaining 
population of Rabat and sur
rounding communities fled, most 
to Pakistan. Abdullah Jhan was 
among them. 

Once the population had fled, 
the Taliban ravaged the Shamali 
Plain, destroying everything that 
would make the return of refugees 
possible. 

After four years as a refugee, 
Abdullah is now back home. 
Thanks to UMCOR, his family has 
shelter and access to irrigation 
water. Disabled in the war, 
Abdullah qualified for an 
UMCOR Income Generation Loan. 
With it he has purchased a milking 
cow. Native cows of this region are 
hardly bigger than a full-grown 
ram. During the winter months, 
they produce only a quart of milk 
per day, but when the spring rains 
tum the earth green with vegeta
tion, he expects to get a gallon of 
milk per day from his mini-cow, a 
market value of 60 cents. 

Sarni Khan and Abdul 
Moqsood felt too old to go into 
exile and stayed in Rabat as long 
as possible. But with the 1999 
Taliban ultimatum, survival there 
became impossible and they 
joined their neighbors in Kashmir. 
Rabat was abandoned. These 
proud men have bitter memories 
of being exploited in Kashmir, 

where they could not speak the lan
guage, were treated with disrespect, 
and where, in old age, they had to 
labor from dawn to dusk just to 
earn enough money to survive. 
Rabat for them, with all its destruc
tion and limitations, is paradise 
compared to life as a refugee. They 
express deep satisfaction and grati
tude for the UMCOR program that 
is making possible a return to nor
mal life where they belong. 

The largest ethnic group in 
Afghanislan is Pushtoon 

(40%). The Icing and President 
Karzai are bait Pulhtoon. 1119 
second-larg,St ethnic group is 
Taiik (30S), Jnaior ~ 
backing the Nor1hR ... IC8. 

Tai* is an ~ .daJ~~ 
nota~orw. W 
the Pushloon in the VCMid - in 
Pakistan, many of ..w,,td's 
ethnic tajib live in /llgltan
istan. The descendants of 
Genghis Khan's anny ~ 
the third-largest ethnic group, 
the Hazaras (20%). Uzbeks, 
Pashayees, Nooristanis, Uzbalcs, 
Baluchis, Turkomans, ond 
Aimaqs represent other groups 
in Afghan society. 

A Will to Survive 
Sher Mohammed also fled in the 
1999 mass exodus. This fiery 
proud man detested his life as a 
dependent refugee. Twenty days 
after the fall of the Taliban, he was 
back in Rabat energetically clean
ing up the rubble of his home. On 
the third day of his return, Sher 
stepped on a landmine buried in 
his yard. Neighbors rushed him to 
the Red Cross hospital in Kabul. 
Sher lost his left leg and eye and all 
the fingers of his left hand. 
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Three months later, Sher 
walked out of the hospital on his 
new artificial leg. When, in August 
2002, news reached Rabat that 
UMCOR had approved a multi· 
sector reconstruction project for 
the community, Sher sought rea~ 
surance from the community 
council that he would be included 
in the beneficiary list for the 
UMCOR shelter and microcredit 
Assured, he sprang into action 
Borrowing money to hire help, he 
pulverized the rubble of his adobe 
home with hammers and recast it 
into mudbrick. 

When UMCOR visited Rabat 
shortly after project approval, I 
was astonished to find Sher' 
house construction well under 
way. There in the middle of the 
activity was Sher, standing deep in 
mud, his pants rolled up exposing 
his artificial leg, and his fingerless 
left hand forming balls of mud to 
fling to other workers as they 
formed the mud foundation of his 
future home. Around his yard 
were a thousand bricks drying in 
the sun. Sher 's home was one of 
the first completed under the 
UMCOR project. 

Sher's fortitude and resolve is 
not uncommon in Afghanistan, 
where, after 23 years of war, this 
nation's stubborn survivors return 
to their ruined villages in unprece
dented numbers. More than in any 
other country where UMCOR has 
worked, the Afghans show the 
drive and the work ethic to rebuild 
their lives, economy, and nation. 
May the donor nations give them 
the basic support they need and 
deserve. 

Henry Hamilton is Head of Mission for 
the UMCOR NGO in Afghanistan. 

Reconstruction in Afghanistan can 
be supported through Advance 
#982540-1, Global Peace Building 
and Reconciliation- Afghanistan. 
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A VIEW FROM THE EARLY CHURCH 

BY BRETI OPALINSKY 

ce 9I11 and the beginning of the United States' war on 
terrorism, not only have our national security and identity 
been in crisis but our Christian identity as well. We have 
been forced to explore issues like terrorism, military 
response, justice, revenge, reconciliation, and national sta
bility in light of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. In 
essence, what is the Christian response to war? Past and 
present Christian advocates of war, in defending such a 
position, often cite Just War Theory, the belief that 
Christians can support a war of the state as long as the aims 
are just and it is being waged by a legitimate authority, to 
name a few of the guidelines. The idea of a just war devel
oped in Christianity in the fourth century through the writ
ings of famous figures like Ambrose ( c. 339-397) and 
Augustine of Hippo (354-430). Is this, however, the only 
faithful response to war for modern Christians? Perhaps 
looking back at Christian views on war in the first three 
centuries, prior to Just War Theory, will help address this 
question and present further points for the discussion. 

While there is certainly diversity of thought among 
Christian writers in the first three centuries, it is generally 
recognized that, as a whole, Christianity in this period was 
opposed to war and violence. Exploring the writings of the 
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Ante-Nicene Fathers, including Justin Martyr 
(c.100-165), Irenaeus (c. 130-200), Clement of 
Alexandria (c. 150-215), Tertullian (c. 160-225), 
Origen (c. 185-254), and others confirms this posi
tion. Tertullian wrote, "If injured, we are forbidden 
to retaliate, lest we become as bad ourselves." Justin 
Martyr argued, "We who formerly used to murder 
one another ... now refrain from making war even 
upon our enemies .... " Similarly, Origen stated, "He 
(Jesus) nowhere teaches that it is right for His own 
disciples to offer violence to anyone, no matter how 
wicked." Further, The Apostolic Tradition of 
Hippolytus, an early book on church order and prac
tice, forbade those already in the church from 
becoming soldiers. A soldier who wished to become 
a Christian had to agree not to shed blood and to 
"refuse to do so if he is commanded." What is 
important to realize is that Christians in the first 
three centuries understood nonviolence as a neces
sary part of Christian identity. As Justin Martyr said, 
authentic Christianity involves letting go of old 
practices to embody radically the teachings and 
spirit of Jesus. 

As they lived out this new identity, early 
Christians believed that they became the fulfillment of 
Hebrew prophecy. In Isaiah, it is written concerning 
God's corning reign: "They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more." (Isaiah 2:4b ). The 
practice of peace in early Christianity was understood 
as part of God's kingdom breaking into the world. For 
Justin Martyr, the proof of this new reality was that 
the original disciples, having no extraordinary quali
ties, spread out over the world to teach and proclaim 

the Word of God. As a resul~ 
believers, even during Justin' 
day, shaped by the disciple 
witness, refused to wage war 
even upon their enemies and 
were willing to die for the caus 
of Christ. Tertullian argued th 
Isaiah's vision of God's king· 
dom is fulfilled in Christian 
because they practice nonvio· 
lence and stand against Walj, 

Irenaeus suggested that the basic tenets of this prophe· 
cy, turning swords into plowshares and spears into 
pruning hooks, are fulfilled in Jesus and are still being 
fulfilled in "the body (the Christian community) fol
lowing the example of the head (Jesus)." Last, Origen 
claimed when Christians turned swords into plow
shares and stopped waging war "for the sake of Jesus, 
who is our leader." Therefore, by practicing the peace 
and nonviolence taught by Jesus, early ChristiaiIB 
understood themselves as ushering in a new kingdom 
God's prophetic kingdom of peace. 

Yet, as time passed, the kingdom of the Rom 
Empire was vying for the allegiance of Christianity. 
Early in the fourth century, Emperor Constantine 
ended the persecution of Christianity and gave it a 
prominent place within the empire. While this event 
marked a time that Christians could practice faith 
without fear of persecution, it also had a downside. 
As John Friesen suggests in "War and Peace in the 
Patristic Age," in this period the Christian life 
became twofold: living the Gospel of Jesus and 
maintaining the order and stability of the empire. As 
a result, two codes of ethics emerged, one for priests 
and monks and one for the laity. It became generally 
accepted that lay Christians could now fight in wars 
for the empire, a drastic turn from earlier Christian 
philosophy, and that priests and monks would main
tain the ideal of nonviolence. Both Ambrose and 
Augustine accepted this view. Thus, it was against 
this backdrop that the notion of Christians fighting 
m war became acceptable. 

There remained the issue of what do with 
Christ's teachings on peacemaking, loving the 
enemy, and turning the other cheek. Regarding turn
ing the other cheek in response to evil, Augustine 
argued, "what is here required is not a bodily action, 
but an inward disposition." Thus, Augustine moved 
the emphasis from actually performing the teaching 
through action to spiritualizing it as an inward atti
tude. This signaled a very different approach to 
Christian life. The Age of Constantine marked a deci-
sive moment when the practice of Christ's teachings Images 

Father 
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on peace was either relegated to priests and monks or 
reinterpreted to emphasize inner attitude. Christian 
identity had made a drastic shift away from the pres
ent fulfillment and practice of the peaceful kingdom 
that so defined the early church. Historian John Driver 
suggests, "The Christian ideals of holiness gradually 
faded as Christians became more and more at home in 
the empire." 

However, even in this period, some strived to con
tinue the practice of nonviolence. A good example of 
this is Martin of Tours ( c. 315-395). Martin was serving 
in the army at the tirle he converted to Christianity. He 
continued to serve until the point where he was 
ordered to go into battle, at which time he asked for a 
discharge from the military, claiming that since he was 
now a Christian, it was no longer appropriate for him 
to fight. He was at first denied his request, but when 
the enemy unexpectedly surrendered before battle, his 
discharge was granted. This reveals that even in the 
time of Constantine, the peaceful position of the early 
church could still be retained. Not all acquiesced to 

justified violence on behalf of the state. Nonviolence 
was still considered, at least in some parts of 
Christianity, as essential for living the faithful life. 

In conclusion, as modern Christians seek a 
faithful response to war, the views of Christians 
from the first three centuries should not be ignored. 
They reveal that the idea of a "just war" was a rad
ical departure from an earlier Christian practice. In 
this way, modern Christians may speak against war, 
denounce violence, and practice peace knowing 
that they are part of an ancient Christian tradition. 

Brett Opalinsky is a United Methodist minister of the 
Florida Annual Conference and a Ph.D. student in New 
Testament and Christian Origins at the University of 
Denver, Iliff School of Theology. 

Images courtesy of the Seton Hall University Archives, 
Special Collections Center, Kate Dodds, Archival 
Assistant, and Alan Delozier, University Archivist/ 
Assistant Professor. 

Images on pp. 15-17 are from Primitive Christianity and the Catholic Church by Const. Hergenroether, New York, Ci11ci1111nti: 
Father Puslet, 1885. 
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The congregation of Genesis 
United Methodist Church in 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, expected 
the Sudanese refugee family to 
arrive September 14, 2001. They had 
agreed to sponsor a refugee family 
-John and Sarah, their three chil
dren (boys aged 8 and 10, a daugh
ter, 4), and John's brother Michael 
(18). The family fled their homeland 
to escape the terror inflicted by war
ring factions eager to seize southern 
Sudan's oil-rich lands. The family 
became refugees in Uganda and 
eventually were approved to come 
to the United States. Then, on 9I11, 
a different kind of terror put their 
hopes for a new beginning on hold. 

The day after the tragedy, in 
Cairo, Egypt, the Rev. David 
Grafton of the Joint Relief Project for 
Refugees of St. Andrew's Church, 
described the sympathy, concern, 
and even apologies offered by mem
bers of the community-Sudanese, 
Ethiopian, Eritrean, Somali, both 
Christians and Muslims. Soon after
ward he came to recognize the irony 
that the refugees would be much 
more affected by 9I11 than he. 

Immediately after the terrorist 
attacks, the United States halted all 
refugee flights from Africa and the 
Middle East and recalled the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) officers who adjudi-

cated the refugee cases at posts 
across the world. Approved 
refugees in the Middle East, Cai , 
and elsewhere in Africa, includirt 
Uganda, could not travel, and ne1V 
arrivals could not be interviewe 

In December 2001, Genes 
United Methodist Church w 
able to communicate with tll! 
refugee family in Uganda. Tll? 
fifth and sixth grade Sund 
school classes sent photos of tl-E 
new home awaiting the refugees, 
showing the snow in Michigan 
and assuring them of warm clotli
ing. The package was receivej 
and John and Sarah sent the 
following reply: 

KEEPING THE WELCOME LIGHT 
BURNING FOR REFUGEES IN A 

POST 9/11 WORLD 
by Susan Wersan 

ar Fr 
We 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
We greet you in the name of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We hope 
that you are well and in good health. 
The letters and pictures you sent to us 
have been received in good condition. 
We are very pleased and praising our 
Lord for his Love. We hope very soon 
we shall meet. We also request your 
prayers for our journey so that God can 
make it possible for us to reach you, as 
we all desire. May the Lord's name be 
praised. 

arm cl The Rev. Chris Lane, co-pastor 
recei of Genesis United Methodist 

sent Church, said: "We still have the 
porch light on for this family. 
Waiting for them is one of our spiri
tual tasks." A year later, the church 
and the family are still waiting, 
more letters have been exchanged, 
and the family has moved from the 
camp into town (Kampala). The 
required medical examinations 
prior to departure expired and had 
to be rescheduled. While in this 
"waiting mode," Genesis United 
Methodist Church is looking at 
possible ways to help the family 
during the long delay. At the same 
time, the church is concerned that 
the house secured for the family 
remains unoccupied. 

New Security Procedures 
INS officers returned to their posts 
last year, and refugee flights have 
resumed. But security concerns 
continue to affect the refugee pro
gram. Of all newcomers to the 
United States, refugees have 
always been the most thoroughly 
scrutinized. The perpetrators of 
the 9I11 events were not refugees 
seeking asylum. Refugees, them
selves victims of terror, were the 
first to face the brunt of the US 
security concerns after the attack.s. 

Approved refugees must wait 
until they clear new verification 
and security procedures. One such 
process, now recognized as ulti-

Opposite page: Somali Bantu refugees arrive at Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya. 
Above: Somali Bantu children at Kenya's Kakuma refugee camp. 

mately improving the integrity of 
the program, checks the validity of 
the relationship claimed by 
refugees joining relatives in the 
United States. Another requires 
that families with boys and men 
aged 15 to 45 must receive an FBI 
"Security Advisory Opinion" for 
the family's male members. It is 
this requirement that is likely to be 
holding up the family in Uganda. 

It has taken a year to get the 
new procedures in place and 
movement is slow. Although the 
Bush Administration placed Fiscal 
Year 2002' s ref gee admissions 
number at 70,000, only 28,000 
refugees were admitted last year. 
In recent years, admissions have 
averaged 80,000. For 2003, the ceil
ing was set at 70,000, although the 
Administration anticipates that 
only 50,000 will be admitted. Only 
4000 refugees were admitted from 
October to December 2002-the 
first three months of Fiscal 
Year 2003. The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
registered a 50 percent drop in 
cases received for resettlement last 
year, although overall church 
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involvement was only slightly less 
than the previous year and church
es continue to wait for refugees. 

The visa slots for 42,000 refu
gees unable to travel last year are 
now lost, with no plans to replace 
them. This is not a negligible figure 
in light of the deprivation and 
sometimes dangerous situations in 
which refugees live, not to mention 
the purposeless tedium of camp life 
that assails all refugees unable to 
return home and lead productive 
lives. In January, the INS indicated 
its intention to halt the processing of 
Iraqi refugees. Refugee advocates 
responded strongly-Iraqi refugees 
have good reason to be refugees. 
The State Department has since 
rescinded the plan. 

Effects on Resettlement 
In this country, the professional net
work of affiliate offices nurtured 
and developed over the years by 
resettlement agencies such as 
Church World Service Immigration 
and Refugee Program (with which 
UMCOR participates in resettle
ment) has been hard hit. Without 
refugee arrivals, some small offices 
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have closed, while others have 
reduced staff or reduced hours. The 
challenge is to ensure that the pro
fessional caliber of the network is 
maintained for the time when the 
program is fully restored. 

The US Refugee Resettlement 
Program is the world's most gener
ous, and it reflects the American 
concern for refugees. It sets an 
example for other resettlement 
countries and helps assure poor 
asylum countries (often hosting 
hundreds of thousands of refugees) 
of US concern and involvement. 
The program has a value far 
beyond the number of refugees it 
settles, which even in a "normal" 
year is less than one percent of the 
world's total of 20 million refugees. 

There are signs that the pro
gram will emerge from its present 
doldrums. Last yea r, Church 
World Service, along with 
Lutheran Social Services, resettled 
300 Montagnard refugees from 
Vietnam in North and South 
Carolina. Twenty-six UM congre
gations came forward to sponsor 
and assist the refugees. The gov
ernment has announced its inten-

The refugee family i11 Uganda still awaits 
security clearance to trnvel to the United 
States. 

-- ---- - ~ - - - ~ . 
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The Genesis United Methodist Church refugee care team. 

tion to identify other specific 
groups of refugees for whom reset
tlement offers the only durable 
safe solution. One such group is 
the 11,000 Somali Bantu refugees 
waiting in Kenya, a long- uffering 
population. When bordering coun
tries Tanzania and Mozambique 
were unable to take the Bantu, the 
US agreed to take them, and the 
refugee are now going through the 
pr -resettlement process. 

Refugee advocates must work 
hard to ensure that refugee adrni -
ion and arrival number in 2004 

increase and perhaps compen ate 
for this long period in the de ert. 

The United States benefit not 
only from its compassionate poli
cie to refugees around the world 
but al o from the industry and 
ambition of the refugee them-
elves, who contribute to the coun-

try' strength and wealth as well as 
to its rich diver ity. UMCOR i 
aware of these benefits but also sees 
active church participation in the 
program as following the biblical 
mandate. Jesu aid, " I wa a 
stranger and you welcomed me." 
Congregations that have ponsored 
refugee have found their horizons 
widened and the congregation revi
talized and often f It in awe of the 
gifts they have received from 
refugee . In this way, love, which 
''bears all thing , believe all thing , 
hope all thing , endure all thing " 
(1 Corinthians 13), may be found to 
conquer all thing , including fear 
that can inhibit and oppre e en a 
generous nation. 

Su an Wersan is the Program 
Coordinator for Refu ee Mini trie , 
UMCOR. 
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....... '•dice for Our Nel9hlaors In a World Grown Leu Hoapltalale 

The Foroukhs walk across the 
border in the dark before dawn, 

a Bronx family about to become 
international flotsam . The wife pulls 
tight on her blue cloth coat against 
the minus-5-degree chill and wind, 
and tugs at the hand of her 5-year

immigration law, as undesi rables 
and threats to our security. The 

Faroukh family is one of more than 
140 Pakistan i fam ilies that have 

made the journey to Canada since 

the beginning of the year. 
JFON counselors meet with clients. 

The Special Reg istration 
rules were created to record information on foreign 

visitors to prevent infiltration by suspected terrorists, 
but registration also tracks those from certain coun

tries as they reside in the United States. The objective 

is certainly reasonable and appears atta inable. Yet, 
many visitors to the United States who made the 

decision to remain in the country ofter the expiration 
of their visas await the completion of their immigra

tion process. Under the present immigration law, 
they ore considered to be "out of status." 

old son. He's wrap1--ed in a parka and carries a red 
King Babar backpack. They' re crying. "Cold, 11 she 
whispers. "It's so cold. 11 Her husband walks 10 yards 
behind, pulling three stuffed valises wrapped in rope. 
He's a slender man, and his loafers slip and squeak 
in the snow. {Washington Post, January 18, 2003) 

This description fits so many of the stories of flight 
that tell the disheartening tale of uprooted and per

secuted peoples who flee their countries in search of 
safe haven and well-being for their families. But this 

story is about a family leaving the Bronx, New York, 
to seek asylum in Canada . 

One of the latest repercussions of the 9 / l l 
tragedy has been the Bush Administration 's Notional 

Security Entry-Exit Registration System {NSEERS} that 
enlarges Congress's mandate to the INS to develop 

on entry/ exit tracking system. Responding to this 

mandate, the Deportment of Justice promulgated a 
series of rules that require the registration and finger

printing of men between the ages of 16 and 45 from 
various countries who ore in the United States under 

non-immigrant status (diplomats excepted} . The regis

tration requirement began with five countries alleged 

to have lent support to terrorist groups: Iron, Iraq, 
Libya, Sudan, and Syria. The current list of NSEERS 

Special Registration, however, covers a total of 25 
countries, and those required to register include peo
ple who have been in the United States in non-immi

grant {undocumented} status. The fact that those 

already in the country are now required to register is 
the cause of Rights such as the one described above, 

when compliance with the Special Registration rules 
leads to arrest and deportation. Ironically, our own 
nation has become a refugee-producing country. 

In an effort to track down individuals with suspect
ed ties to terrorist organizations, the current adminis

tration views all people subject to this regulation , 
regardless of the seriousness of any infractions of 

"The stronger who sojourns with you shall be to 

you as the native among you, and you shall love him 
as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of 

Egypt." {Leviticus 19:34, RSV} Jesus instructs his disci 
ples as his time with them draws to a close, "Just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me." {Matthew 25:40). 

In fearful times, it is easy to give in to stereotyp

ing and to make enemy images of those who ore dif

ferent. If we are to reconcile and overcome, we must 
be w illing to seek the counsel of the Holy Spirit, tear

ing down the "them-us" barriers. The Justice For Our 
Neighbors Program (JFON} model of cross-cultural 

community building brings volunteers from immigrant 

and established congregations together to develop 
immigration legal services clinics. It is one example of 

the Spirit at work w ithin The United Methodist Church 

and its ecumenical and community partnersh ips. 

Nancy Lanman is the program manager for Ministry 
Development, Justice For Our Neighbors Program, 
United Methodist Committee on Relie f. 

For more information about the Justice For Our 
Neighbors Program, call 202-548-2777 or visit the 
website at http://gbgm-umc.org/ umcor/ refugees/ 
justiceforourneighbors.cfm 
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The Rev. R. Randy Day, General Secretary of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, issued a state
ment, March 20, 2003, concerning the war in Iraq. 
"Limited vision by the leaders of both Iraq and 
the United States strongly contribute to this most 
recent conflagration in the Middle East," he 
wrote. Day condemned the internal human rights 
violations and weapons policies of Iraq and 
Saddam Hussein. He said that he was equally 
appalled that the US government and its allies 
would launch an aggressive attack on a nation 
where children comprise approximately 50 per
cent of the population and where chemical and 
biological weapons may be used. The GBGM and 
its ecumenical partner are ready to assist all 
victims of the war through UMCOR. 

Paul Dirdak, director of UMCOR, in a 
March 20 letter regarding UMCOR's work in 
Iraq, writes " ... the war is bringing even more 
hardship on our brothers and sister , the Iraqi 
people. We are redoubling our re olve and our 
commitment to meet some of their needs." 
Maternal health care, general health care, food, 
and shelter are areas of aid in which UMCOR 
will be involved. UMCOR i providing one of 
three staff member to facilitate communica
tions about Iraq from Amman, Jordan for the 
denominations of the World Council of 
Churche . UMCOR will participate in the ecu
menical response coordinated by Action by 
Churches Together (ACT) working with the 
Middle East Council of Churche (MECC). 

To support immediat need , contribution 
may be ent to "Iraq Emergency" Advance 
#623225-4. 

Ongoing UMCOR Responses 
UMCOR ha ent a $10,000 grant to Mozambique 
to upport p ople wh liv ha e been affected 
by Japh t, th cond cyclone to trike the area in 
a four-month period. Damage cau d b the fir t 
cyclon , D lfina, i hll being a d . The peo
ple have peri need famine, are living with 
landmine that hav not b n detonated, and are 
recov ring fr m d a tating floods of 2000. Give 
to Mozambique Emerg ncy Advance #156500--0. 

Children Receive chool Kit 
The Virginia Annual onf r nc church m mber 
coll ct d 42,000 ch I kit that" re hipped b 

the UMCOR depot to Afghan refugees in Pakistan 
and to programs in Afghanistan. UMCOR part
nered with Church World Service to ship the kits. 
The response to the call for the kits was so pro
found that statewide chain stores' stocks of pen
cils and packs of crayons were depleted. 

Problems for the Ladder Lady 
"They've put a tank in front of the ladder lady's 
house," reports Sue Rhodes, a volunteer with the 
Christian Peacemaker Teams in the West Bank city 
of Hebron. A woman nicknamed "the ladder 
lady'' had used a rickety, wooden ladder as an 
alternative route to school for Palistinian children. 
(See Art Gish's article, p. 27) Ms. Rhode told the 
19-year-old soldier who blocked the ladder that 
education is a basic human right for all children. 
He agreed that was true in every place except 
Palestine. 

Kabyle Translation of the Bible 
A team of translators of the United Methodi t 
Church in Ouadhia, Algeria, i compl ting a 
Kabyle translation of the Bible. Kabyle is the lan
guage of about three million people in Algeria. 
The Kabyle are part of the original Berb tribe of 

orth Africa living along the Mediterranean 
Coast, but teaching material have only recently 
been translat d into Kah le. 

The ew Te tament ha already been pub
li hed and th fir t draft of the Old 11 tament 
translation wa completed in 2002. As parts of the 
book are completed, a provisional copy i distrib
uted among 20 congregations for use in worship 

rvic and Bible tudy group . Pa tors and laity 
involved in the activiti work with the four 
translator to review the drafts in order to guar
antee a work of accuracy and e cellent quality. 

DEATHS 
Lora Lou Mcintyre, retired mi ionary with 
7 year of ervice in uth Rhode ia 
(Zimbabwe), died December , 2002 .. . Roger F. 
Lundy, retir d mi ionary with nearly 16 years 
of erv1c in Mala 1a, died January 22, 
2003. Carolyn A. Piburn, retired mi ionary 
with more than 2 year of r"ic in Zimbabwe, 
died January 27, 2003 ... Brady Tyson, retirt>d 
mi i nary \'\'ith nearly 5 year of rvic in 
Brazil, died January 29, 2003. 

\.\ \.\" RLD IL k. M Y II . ' ~00 

. . 
••••• ____ ,.....,., . . . . .. •6 .. ~ .... ··-·. .... . .. • • • • • • • • 



A VIEW FROM OUTSIDE 
EXCERPTS FROM MISSIONARY LETIERS 

AND A SOUTH AFRICAN PASTOR CONCERNING 9/11 AND THE WAR WITH IRAQ 

PHOTOS BY RAY BUCHANAN 

Bough Turbulence: Fasten Your Seat Belts 
The world todey is experiencing turbulence, and it promises to become worse. Bombs, missiles, 
threats, and saber-rattling seem to be the order of the day. Walt Kelly's cartoon character Pogo 
philosophized several years back: "We have met the enemy, and he is us." 

Terrorism is not a short-term project. I hope everyone understands that we are in for a long 
haul. Take it from those of us that have "been there and done it"; unfortunately, we are still 
there and doing it. The logic of terrorists is not necessarily our logic. Although we can understand 
the origins of their disillusions and their frustrations at not being able to resolve the problems in 
their own countries, our immediate reaction as Westerners is "Why us?" 

Some answers are easy but most are complex, and reams of paper have been used in 
dissecting the reasons. I will not add to the pile. However, I am preoccupied with the "instant 
gratification" culture that has become predominant in the West and especially that of our own 
country. During the summer of 2000 in the United States, I was struck by the sight of so many 
people carrying around the adult version of infant "sippy cups" in a land of water fountains and 
water coolers every 500 yards or so. This kind of materialism seys, "I not only want something 
better, but I want it now." 

Many parts of the world have been dealing with terrorism for many years now, but 
Americans are new at it. We must understand that those in the investigative work are also rela
tively new at this. 

Fritzi Johnson, missionary serving in Algeria. 
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Demonstrating Superiority 
Like Americans everywhere, we all were stunned and shocked by the events of 9I11. But we were mt 
surprised. We all had been immersed in cultures other than our own and viewed the United States Witl 
different eyes. Warren Harbert (a United Methodist missionary) recalled paonng for gas in Indones~ 
one dS¥. "This well-dressed young man just watched me and said, 'Arrogantl' I think that is a one-wo 
summary of what people outside the United States think of us." 

The things we take for granted in our culture often indicate a kind of superiority to others arount 
the world. We shared examples in which how we lived, what we ate, and how we managed our hous 
holds did this. The Harberts lived in the missionary house their first year in Indonesia. "We were s 
separated and cut off. It was when we started living like Indonesians that they started coming." Ji 
Harbert remembered a particularly vivid experience. "I went to buy some cocoa. I had no idea if the 
sold it and asked the lady if she had any. She said, 'You probably eat cake every dS¥, don't you?'" Te 
an American, buying cocoa isn't a demonstration of wealth, but it is to much of the world. 

Ca.role Briggs spent four ye&I'S in southern h>&n a,s a. Presbyteria.n missiona.ry a.nd returned to westel'l 
Pennsylva.nia.. She wrote this letter on the oce&Sion of the 36th reunion of the Stony Point Orienta.tion Center 
missionary cla.ss of 1967. 

The Times They Are Changing 
There is no doubt that our times are oehanging and rearranging. 
As a human society ever smaller and closer through globalization, 
we are obliged to face our own fragility in WS¥S that perhaps we 
are unprepared for. We are obliged to see our neighbor and our 
neighbor's plight as our own issue rather than something that 
someone else will care for. Our very existence is dependent on the 
survival of other human beings and the planet itself. The capaci
ty we have for mass destruction is a frightening concept. Our par
adigm in this time in history is having an acute awareness of the 
consequences of war, yet being seemingly unable not to repeat 
them. As a family called by God to serve in mission, we often 
wonder what legacy will be in place for our two children, Isabel 
and Kiara, and for the thousands of Nicaraguan children who are 

born into ever-increasing poverty. What will their 
adult lives focus on? Where will they find hope? 

Our source of hope is found in our faith in 
Jesus Christ. We know that God's plan is not a plan 
of destruction but one of constant creation. Hope is 
the inta.n.gible thread that runs through history, even 
if just a small group of human beings chooses it. 
Hope, as I have seen it in Nicaragua, is the 
difference between living or dying. 

Belinda. Forbes, missiona.ry doctor 
serving in Nie&I'a.gus.. 
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All Wars Are a l'orm. 
of Fratricide 
UMNews Service. Excerpted from #094, February 20, 2003. 

I was born in the la.st da37s of the British Empire, upon which, we were told, the sun would 
never set. AB I look back on that empire, I reca.11 how sure we were a.bout how good we were 
a.nd how right we were. I know now how often we were neither. Power, of itself, does not 
bestow mora.lity or infa.111billty on any nation. 

We know from experience that the United Sta.tea has not alwaors been on the right side 
of history, a.nd the world body has sometimes had to give moral leadership where the United 
Sta.tea would give none. An example is the tacit a.nd sometimes active covert support given 
to the South African a.pa.rtheid regime by more than one US adm1nistration. It was the UN, 
not the USA, that led the a.nti-a.partheid struggle, until a growing number of American 
Christians mobilized to aha.me their government into joining it. 

The millions across the world who turned out to demonstrate on February 15 were not 
only protesting the impending war. They were also expressing their frustration a.t this care
less new confidence that might is right. Other nations of the world look to the United States 
for something nobler than empire. We hope for something more than the outworn WS\YS of 
war. We look for vision a.nd moral leadership, compassion, a.nd justice. 

If we are Christians, we have a.n even high.er reason, pacifist or non-pa.c1.fl.st a.like, to 
press this administration to resist the temptation of war. Ultimately, Christians have a. high
er loyalty than that of flag or nation. We belong to a. wider commonwealth. When Christ was 
nailed to the cross, he nailed us to our neighbors, breaking down the divisions between us. 
All Christians, whether paciflsts or proponents of the "just war" theory, are bound to 
acknowledge that for those who follow Jesus, a.11 wars are civil wars. All wars, everywhere, 
are a form of fratricide. 

That, above all, is reason to pause. 

The Rev. Peter Swrey is the Wfllls.ms Professor of the Prs.ctJce of Ohristla.n M!n1stry &t Duke Un1ve1'81ty 
D1v1n1ty School in Durha.m, North Os.rolJ.ns.. He h&s served s.s the president of the Methodist Ohtll'Oh of 
South .Africs. a.nd Bishop of Joh&nnesburg. 

If Antiwar Protesters Succeecl 
Tbe following letter to the editor is on excerpt from the February 26, 2003, edition of The Christian Science Monitor. The Monitor editors withheld the 
name but confirm that they know the respondent, who is Iraqi, now o US citizen. Reprinted with permission. 

What H the antiwar protesters and pohtldans succeed In stopping the US-led war to dta119e tht regi.. II 8aglHlacl? WllClt ""9 
will you do? 

Wiii you also demonstrate aid de1111nd "peacefulir actions to cure the abys•I h1ma1 rights Ylolatlou of the lrCMlf ,..,a. 
under the rule of Saddam Hussein? Or, will you simply forget about 11 lr1t1ls 01C1 you dlsaetlt George W. l1sh? 

Wiii you demand that the United Natlo1s send hu111a1 rights l11pectors to lr1t1? Or are you 11ly llteresttd II WtapllS of 
"mass destruction" inspections, not of "mass torture" practices? 

Wiii y11 pressure your own countries to host 111lbons more lr1t1I refugees (estimated 11w at 4 .._, fleellt H11..m's 
brutality. Or will you prefer they stay in bondage? 

Wiii you hear the cries of Iraqis executed In acid tanks In Baghdad? The Iraqi wome1 raped 18 frHt of their hlsltalU 114 
fatllers to extrad confessions? Or of cllldren tortured In front of their parents? Or of fallllles blled for the IMtllets 1sed to exe
cute military "deserters" in front of their own homes? 

No, I 11sped that 111ost of yn will simply retire to your cappuclno cafis to brainstorm the Hxt hot topic to protest, 114 
that you wlH sl111ply forget about us Iraqis, once you succHd In discrediting Pr11lde1t Bush. 

Please, prove me wrong. 
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A Day in the Life 

Four Short Stories of Palestine 
by Art Gish 

As our own government issues coded alerts to encourage watchfulness (and stocking 
of duct tape) at times when intelligence information indicates the possibilty of a ter
rorist act, Palest inians and Israelis in Israel and the West Bank territories suffer daily 
attacks in their homes and villages. The US government has indicated that Israel has 
a right to defend its citizens against terror and supports its efforts. However, Israel has 
instituted retaliation strategies that seriously call into question basic human rights. 

The market destroyed in Hebron. 

Consider-if the United States catches an American individual perpetrating an 
act of terror, does it then have the right to bulldoze the home of his or her parents? And 
because the neighborhood in which the individual was raised has produced one terror
ist, does the government have the right to level it because it might produce more? 

Terrorists Among the Apples 

A ll of Hebron was under total curfew today. I 
could sense someth ing was wrong . As I walked 
up the street, I soon realized there was trouble at 
Al Manora . I was horrified at what I saw. There 
were two tanks and two bulldozers leveling the 
produce market which extended over two blocks. 
Produce lay scattered and smashed everywhere, 
in a city where many are hungry. Shop owners 
were scrambling to save boxes of tomatoes, 
oranges, and bananas. 

My first response was to stand there, weep
ing and sobbing . The scene was so horrifying . I 
could not emotionally bear it. I felt completely 
helpless. The produce market was at Al Manora 
because the Israeli military had closed the former 
produce market in response to the massacre of 
Musl ims in the lbrahimi Mosque in 1994. In every 
peace accord since then, Israel has promised to 
reopen the market. It has never been reopened . 
Israeli settlers now live in that building . 

I continued to feel helpless, but I also felt I 
had to do something . I started carrying boxes of 
produce out of the way of the bulldozers. I saved 
maybe 12 crates of produce from being crushed. 

I began confronting soldiers . In a loud voice, 
I asked them if they were proud of what they were 
doing, if this is peace, if this is what they want 
Israel to become. I shouted, "Baruch hashem 

adonai" (Blessed be the name of the Lord) . 
The soldiers tried their best to ignore me, but 

I am sure they heard me. I ignored their com
mands for me to leave. One soldier spat at me, 
so I walked right up to him and invited him to spit 
on me again . He declined the offer. 

Three soldiers aimed their guns at and moved 
toward a group of Palestinian bystanders. It 
looked to me like they were going to shoot. I 
qu ickly jumped in front of the soldiers, raised my 
hands in the air, and shouted, "Shoot me, shoot 
me, go ahead and shoot me." The soldiers imme
diately left. 

A tank came roaring toward me, its big gun 
barrel aimed at me. I raised my hands in the air 
in prayer and shouted, "Shoot, shoot, Baruch 
hashem adonai ." The tank stopped within inches 
of me. 

I then knelt in the street in prayer, with my 
hands raised . I felt alone, weak, helpless. I could 
only cry out to God. 

Later this afternoon I went back to Al Manora 
and watched shop owners dig through the huge 
piles of rubble, trying to salvage what they could . 

The Israel i military had put all of Hebron 
under total curfew, saying they were looking for 
terrorists. Now I wonder if there really were ter
rorists hidden among the apples and oranges. Or 
are the Israeli sold iers committing acts of terrorism 
against the civilian population of Hebron? 

I fear for what may come next. 
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Hebron: The Ladder Lady 

I went on school patrol with three other Christian 
Peacemaker Team (CPTJ members in Hebron this 
morning, something we do each morning to pro
tect Palestinian children from Israeli settlers who 
often harass them as they go to school and to help 
get the children past Israeli soldiers who often pre
vent them from getting to school. 

As we started on our way, settler children 
threw stones at us. One of the soldiers who 
watched the attack cursed us and told us to leave. 
A settler cursed us and another settler greeted us 
with his middle finger. This is normal life here in 
Hebron. 

Then I met the " ladder lady." I had heard so 
much about her. Each morning she puts down a 
crude homemade ladder from a rooftop of the old 
city to let between 20 and 30 children from her 
neighborhood get out of the old city so they can 
go to school. The Israeli military has put up gates 
to prevent them from leaving the old city. 

The children climb over the roofs to get to the 
ladder lady's home. The ladder lady is waiting 
with her ladder when the children come home 
from school. Because of curfew and people being 
locked in the old city, the roofs also are now 
where children play. 

Kristin (another CPT member) and I helped set 
up the ladder and watched the beautiful little girls 
scramble down the ladder. They are quite good at 
it. This morning there were only girls, because we 
gave a message to the ladder lady that the Israeli 
military again did not allow the boys' school to 
open today. 

I was overwhelmed with emotion as I walked 
with the girls to their school. I felt I was on holy 
ground and given a sacred privilege of accom
panying them to school. I felt unworthy even to 
walk beside these girls, their smiling faces so full 
of hope and expectation . 

I also felt a deep disgust that anyone could be 
so perverse as to threaten young girls on their 
way to school or try to prevent them from going to 
school, and that my government supports these 
obscenities. 

The children, however, have not yet lost hope. 
They are determined to go to school, no matter 
what. They walk past the settlers and soldiers . 
They even walk through the tear gas that was here 
recently. 

Population Transfer 

A common theme in the Israeli media is the con
troversial idea of " transfer, " a proposed policy of 
moving Palestinians out of the occupied territories. 
In other words, ethnic cleansing : solving the prob
lems between Israelis and Palestinians by remov
ing the Palestinians. This idea is especially popu
lar on the Israeli right and supported by many 
people in the current Israeli government. 

It is becoming clear that "transfer" is happen
ing now in Hebron. The following facts support 
this conclusion . 

For the past 70 days, the entire area around 
the old city has been under curfew, which essen
tially means 24-hour house arrest, except for the 
occasional few hours when residents can go out 
and shop. 

Over 2500 shops have been closed, some 
for as long as two years . Practically no Palestinian 
vehicles are allowed in this area and some areas 
are closed to Palestinian pedestrians. Most of the 
people living in the area have left. If one walks 
through Hebron's streets in the evening, there are 
lights only in a few dwellings. 

It is now common for Israeli soldiers to search 
Palestinian homes in Hebron, often in the middle 
of the night. One family our team knows recently 
had their home searched three times in one day. 
Often these homes are ransacked, personal items 
are destroyed, and sometimes soldiers urinate or 
defecate in the homes. We know of families 
where sexual advances were made toward 
Palestinian women . 

It is very difficult for utility workers to come into 
this area and do needed repairs, so services are 
deteriorating . Our team has been asked to 
accompany these workers so that they are not 
harassed or injured . 

Israelis build barricades outside Bethlehem. 
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Art Gish blocks movement of an Israeli tank in Hebron. 
On March 16, 2003, peace activist Rachel Corrie, with 
International Solidarity Movement, was run over and 
crushed by an Israeli bulldozer. 

Every day our team members monitor chil
dren going to school. Often soldiers do not 
allow children to go to school ; they harass and 
sometimes beat them . Because of double shifts 
and frequen t school closings, children are falling 
beh ind in their studies, causing parents to leave 
the area for the sake of their children . 

Even for the few hours curfew is lifted, most 
shops are not allowed to open, and anyone on 
the street is subject to frequent detentions, some
times lasting for an hour or more, so that most 
Palestinians are afraid to enter the area . 

The area where the produce market was 
two years ago is now a settler parking lot. We 
are afra id that any day now empty shops will be 
demolished to make more room for the settlers . 

Palestinians are not explicitly told they have 
to leave Hebron , but what seems clear to the 
human rights community here is that the effect of 
all these restrictions and abuses is to empty the 
area of Palestinians. We are also beginning to 
see areas outside of Hebron being cleared and 
much land being confiscated . 

Whether by design or effect, we see now in 
Hebron a ma jor step in tran sferr ing the 
Palestinian population out of Hebron . 

Hebron: A Knock at Midnight 

I t was almost midnight. I was fast asleep. The 
knocks on the door and the shouting startled me. I 
jumped out of bed to face my greatest fear while 
working with Christian Peacemaker Teams in 
Hebron : being attacked by Israeli settlers . What 
would the settlers do? Would they kill us or just 
beat us? How would I respond? 

I was spending the night in the home of Sufian 
and Suzanne Sultan in the Beqa' a Valley, just east 
of Hebron . Sufian is deputy minister of the envi
ronment and a professor of agriculture. Suzanne is 
finishing her master's degree in computer science. 

I had just spent the day in the Sultans' neigh
borhood visiting about 15 homes where two 
weeks ago settlers had gone on a rampage, 
attacking at least 20 homes and demolishing cars, 
gardens, and trees while soldiers watched . The 
windows in most of the houses were broken. In 
one home, a family showed me a home video of 
the rampage. The Palestinians who endured this 
attack also suffered under 24-hour curfew for 12 
days while the offending settlers came and went 
as they wished . The road into this neighborhood 
now seems to be for settlers only. 

I opened the bedroom door, walking out into 
the living room to face the unknown. Four soldiers 
yelled at us as if we were animals, ordering us 
around, trying to intimidate us. Only when they 
realized an American citizen was present did they 
quiet down. At least eight more soldiers outside 
surrounded the house. 

After the soldiers took our identification docu
ments, they put us into separate rooms. The sol
diers put the three frightened young children into 
my bedroom. 

The soldiers began searching the house and 
interrogating the family members as if they were 
criminals. They accused the Sultans of lying. We 
were forbidden to talk with each other. When 
threatened by one soldier, Sufian responded: "You 
can kill me if you want. I do not have any 
weapons like your gun . I use my mind ." 

The soldiers claimed to be looking for 
weapons, but the search was not very thorough. 
The soldiers were particularly interested in person
al items. They searched through a stack of photo 
albums. I responded by saying, "Personal photos 
have nothing to do with weapons and you would 
not want Arabs coming into your homes doing this 
to you." The soldiers tried to ignore my many 
pointed comments. 
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After an hour and a half of humiliation, the sol
diers left. For over an hour we sat in silence, we 
laughed, we shared our disbelief that people could 
act in such depraved ways, that people could actu
ally believe that this will bring peace. They showed 
me their possessions scattered all over their bed
rooms. 

This is one small part of a larger picture of dom
ination and control, of the increasingly harsh 
oppression of the Palestinian people. The universi
ties have been closed, children are prevented from 
going to school, and a major source of the Hebron 
food supply was demolished three days ago. The 
basic infrastructure of Palestinian society is being 
dismantled, including streets. There is increasing 
land confiscation, home demolitions, and ethnic 
cleansing in various areas. 

We have been living under 24-hour curfew for 
80 days now. The situation is growing desperate. 
There are few signs of peace, but the people here 
seem full of determination and hope. They say 
they will let the Israelis kill them rather than leave. 

Art Gish is a member of Christian Peacemaker 
Teams, a faith-based initiative to support violence 
reduction efforts around the world. Christian 
Peacemaker Teams has roots in the traditions of 
the Mennonite Church, the Church of the Brethren, 
and the Society of Friends . 

Clockwise from left: A common sight on the streets of 
Beth lehem are Israeli tanks on patro l. Teachers carry handi
capped students from and to school around Israeli barricades. A 
door at the Church of the Nativity was lowered by crusaders 
from the original arch. It prevented invasion by horsemen and 
forced visitors to show respect by bowing to enter. 

To t8arn more about CPT's peacemaking work, visit the CPT website at http:/ /www. cpt.org. Hebron 
./oum9I: Stories of Nonviolent Peacemaking by Art Gish is available from Herald Press, $1 7. 99. Call 

724-887-8500 for information. 
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arian Perspective 
[have just returned from an eight
day trip to Iraq. The trip has 
proven to be one of the most pro
found experiences of my life. 

After more than 20 years of 
working with the poor and hungry 
of the world, I am no stranger to 
suffering. As president of Stop 
Hunger Now, an international 
hunger relief organization, I travel 
to a dozen or more devastated 
countries each year. I know the 
human cost of malnutrition and 
preventable diseases. 

I am also no stranger to war and 
its impact on the innocent. From 
Vietnam in 1969 to Afghanistan in 
2002, I have seen and experienced 
firsthand the horror and devasta
tion wrought on the poor by war 
and conflict. War and hunger are 
ugly handmaidens. 

I visited Iraq as a member of a 
National Council of Churches
sponsored delegation. The pur
pose of the delegation's visit was 
to assess the humanitarian situa
tion in Iraq. Going to Iraq allowed 
me to gather the firsthand infor
mation needed to prepare a proper 
crisis response plan. Such analysis 
is necessary before any response 
can be made to the ongoing crisis. 
And after more than a decade of 
sanctions, the humanitarian crisis 
in Iraq is only too real. The specter 
of another war intensifies the situ
ation. War turns today's crisis into 
tomorrow's disaster. 

I came back from Iraq with part
nerships established to help provide 
emergency food boxes in both Iraq 

and among refugees in case of war. 
Stop Hunger Now is already work
ing to help feed "the least of these" 
in Iraq. But I also came back to the 
United States profoundly troubled 
by the depth of and especially the 
reasons behind the crisis. 

The Faces of Iraq 
The Iraqis are a proud people with a 
rich heritage. Although they suffer 
under the authoritarian rule of a dic
tator, contend with the sanctions, 
and fear the possibility of another 
war, they remain a cultured people. 
They are wann, spontaneous, and 
friendly. 

Iraqi children, like children the 
world over, are open and curious, 
eager to smile, and full of laughter. 
They love to interact with visitors. 

Everywhere our delegation 
went we were treated with the great
est hospitality. Hospitality is a gift 
given to visitors, a beautiful part of 
Iraqi and Middle Eastern culture. 

By the time we had reached the 
mosque at Kerbala, I wanted to 
interact with some of the people. 
Despite our Iraqi minders' insistence 
that I join the rest of the delegation 
in the mosque, I stayed in the court
yard. It was a good decision. 

What quickly registered was 
that I was being closely watched by 
large numbers of people. I was sens
ing in the eyes and faces of those 
around me in that courtyard a sense 
of acceptance. 

Minutes later my eyes were 
drawn to an older woman and her 
teenage daughter seated against the 
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United Methodists can support relief 
assistance for children, health-care 
supplies, and emergency food assis· 
tance in Iraq by contributing to the 
UMCOR Advance #623225-4, ''Iraq 
Emergency." 

wall of the mosque's courtyard. 
There was such a calm dignity and 
unstudied beauty in their attitude 
that I had to capture it on film. 
Theirs were truly the faces of Iraq. 

The mother watched me ap
proach. We made eye contact and, 
with my camera, I requested her 
permission to take a photograph. 
With an almost imperceptible nod 
and the slightest of smiles, she gave 
her permission. The mother motion
ed that I should photograph her 
daughter. 

When I shook my head no and 
pointed to her, the mother broke 
into a huge grin. It lasted only a sec
ond, but it was one of the most grat
ifying sights during my entire trip. 

But, once I lowered my camera, 
the woman extended her hand to 
offer me a small piece of candy. 
Knowing their meager resources, I 
profusely thanked her, using pan
tomime and smiles that she and her 
daughter instantly matched. 

What happened next is one of 
those events so powerful that they 
can never be adequately described. 
As I motioned for the mother and 
daughter to move closer together so 
I could frame them properly, the 
woman put up her hand to stop me 
from raising my camera. I paused, 
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unsure of what I could have done to 
up et her, and worried that I had 
committed some cultu al faux pas. 
Again, nothing cou ld have been 
further from the truth. 

This beautiful woman reached 
into a small and somewhat tattered 
pla tic shopping bag and carefully 
pulled out a large piece of home
made cake. When she offered that 
piece of cake to me there was noth
ing I could do but accept it with 
the same grace wi th which it was 
offered . She was giving her best to 
the stranger before her. 

Kneeling there with this gra
cious mother and her lovely 
daughter, I accepted their warmth 
and their ho pitality. Surrounded 
by grinning Iraqi kid and the 
nods and smiles of their pilgrim 
parents, J reverently ate every bit 
of the cake. It was a sacred 
moment and I was kneeling on 
holy ground. Once again, as I have 
experienced with the poor of so 
many lands, I had been all owed to 
see that " the Lord our God is one." 

The e gracious people are my 
family in Iraq. They are uffering 
and are in imminent danger. What 
follows is my perception of why. 

Understanding the Crisis 
Why ha Iraq suffered an ongoing 
humarutarian crisis? The simplisti c 
answer, the one touted by our 
President and most of the media, is 
that the cri sis is ca used by Saddam 
Hussein's refusal to di sarm. But a 
deeper look into the reality of the 
crisis will demonstrate that Iraq 
and it population have been dev
astated by intentional policy deci
sions made by the US government. 

As citizens of the United 

States, we need to be aware that 
during the 1991 Gulf War our gov
ernment intentionally violated the 
Geneva Conventions as well as 
numerous other international 
charters on human rights. 

During the Gulf War, the 
United States destroyed the infra
structure of Iraq. Our government 
has maintained intense pressure 
on the United Nations and all our 
allies to ensure that the economic 
sanctions continue to cripple Iraq 
beyond the hope of recovery. Iraq 
has not been allowed to rebuild its 
infrastructure or to import any of 
the materials necessary to bring its 
population back to the standard of 
living Iraqis enjoyed before the 
Gulf War. 

During the Gulf War, United 
States military forces targeted 
water treatment and purification 
plants, electrical grids, sanitation 
facilities, sewage systems, and 
other nonmilitary targets. US 
Defense Intelligence Agency docu
ments show that a deliberate deci
sion was made to destroy both 
electri cal production facilities and 
water treatment plants. The same 
documents show that chlorine and 
medicine were then put on the 
sanctions embargo list, effectively 
keeping these facilities inoperable 
and preventing necessary health 
care for the sick. 

United Nations records demon
strate that in the 12 years since the 
end of the Gulf War the economic 
sanctions have been directly 
responsible for the death of at least 
a half million Iraqis, primarily 
infants, children, and the elderly. 
Other estimates put the death toll 
resulting from the sanctions at a 
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million or more. Sanctions against 
Iraq have been wielded as a weapon 
of mass destruction. 

In 1996, Madeline Albright 
(while serving as the US Ambass
ador to the United Nations) was 

Targeting waler lrealment and sanw 
italion plants is a dirad ~ J 
the Geraa ConYention. Ptolocol 1 
>dditiaial lo the GenaYo Corwan
tions' 1977 Part IY, Sec:tion 1, 
Chapter II, Arlide 54: 

I Starvation of civilians as 
a method of warfare is pro
hibited. 

2 It is prohibited to attack, 
destroy, ~, or render 
useless objects indispensa
ble to the agricultural areas 
for the production of bxi
stuffs, crops, liwslock, drink
ing water installations and 
supplies, and irrigation 
works, for the specific pur-
pose of denying them for 
their sustenance value to the 
civilian population or to the 
adverse Party, whatevw the 
motive, whether in order to 
starve out civilians, to cause 
them to move away, or for 
any other motMt. 
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asked in a national television inter
view if the deaths of 500,000 Iraqi 
children becaus of the sanctions 
could possibly be justified. She 
said: "It's a very hard choice. We 
think the price is worth it." 

Effects of the Sanctions 
Prior to the Gulf War, the social 
and economic indicators for Iraq 
were well above regional averages 
according to UNICEF. Iraq was 
known as a pro perous nation that 
enjoyed a good standard of living. 
Since the Gulf War, however, Iraq's 
standard of living has plummeted. 
According to every measurable 
indicator, the sanctions have 
forced the Iraqis to suffer. 

The infant mortality rate has 
more than doubled since before 
the introduction of the sanctions. 
The mortality rate for children 
under five is now two and a half 
times higher. This is 10 times high
er than in many African countries 
heavily affected by the HIV I AIDS 
epidemic. Iraq now ranks last 
among 188 countries in having 
regressed in child mortality over 
the last 10 years. 

The rate of chronic malnutri
tion shot up from 18.7 percent in 
1991 to 32 percent in 1996, and still 
remains at tragically high levels. 
Close to one in three children suf
fers from chronic malnutrition. 

Currently, 100 percent of the 
Iraqi population receives food 
rations from the Iraqi government. 
Between 70 and 80 percent of the 
population is totally dependent on 
these food rations for survival. In 
case of war, the infrastructure sup
porting this food-rations system 
would collapse within hours, put
ting 80 percent of Iraq's population 
at immediate risk of hunger and 
malnutrition. 

The amount of potable water 
decreased by more than 50 percent 
from 1990 to 2000. Contaminated 
water has led to a tragic increase 

in water-borne disea es and 
increased child mortality. 

The Gulf War and the sanctions 
have devastated Iraq's health sector. 
Preventable disease has increased by 
more than 100 percent since 1990. 
Under the "dual use" prohibition 
clause of the sanctions (which pro
hibit the selling of substanc s or 
materials to Iraq that may have mil
itary as well as civilian use), essen
tial and life-saving medicines are 
regularly delayed and even denied, 
along with medical equipment such 
as incubators. Even medical journals 
are prohibited by the sanction . 

An even more insidious picture 
emerges in southern Iraq, where US 
forces engaged in tank battles with 
Iraqi forces during the Gulf War. In 
this region the incidence of child
hood cancers (especially leukemia), 
congenital abnormalities, and genet
ic defects are greatly elevated, some 
over 300 percent above prewar lev
els. All indications are that this rise is 
a direct result of the use of depleted 
uranium ordinance by US forces. 
More than a million rounds of 
depleted uranium munitions were 
used during the Gulf War. Three 
hundred tons of this radioactive 
residue still cover vast tracts of once 
prime agricultural land. Its horren
dous legacy will last for generations. 

Understanding US Policy 
"The National Security Strategy of 
the United States," which was 
issued on September 20, 2002, states 
that the United States "will take the 
actions necessary to ensure that our 
efforts to meet our global commit
ments and protect Americans are 
not impaired by the potential inves
tigations, inquiry, or prosecution by 
the International Criminal Court 
(ICC), whose jurisdiction does not 
extend to Americans and which we 
do not accept." 

US leaders rejected and 
refused to ratify the International 
Criminal Court Treaty, signed by 
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A mother and daughter in Iraq. 

over 130 nations around the world. 
Declaring a preemptive war 

violates the United States 
Constitution, the United Nations 
Charter, the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, and the princi
pl s of the Nuremberg Tribunal, as 
well as other international charters 
and declarations. 

US Policy and the Church 
The sanctioned torture of an entire 
population, the death of over a half 
million innocents, the devaluation 
of human rights and the rule of 
law--all impact who we are as a 
people of faith . 

Jesus Christ is the Prince of 
Peace. He taught love, peace, jus
tice, hope, and reconciliation. Jesus 
rejected revenge. He rejected war, 
violence, the use of force, and fear. 
And, as his disciples, so must we. 

The power of love is greater 
than the power of evil. The power 
of forgiveness is greater than the 
power of hatred. Now is the time 
for the church to mobilize every 
available resource in support of 
peace and solidarity with our 
brothers and si ters uffering in 
Iraq. Justice demands it. 

Ray Buchanan is the president of Stop 
Hunger Now, based in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. This article was written 
before the U.S. entered Iraq in March. 

For more Information on Stop 
Hunger Now, call tolMree: 888· 
501-8440 or visit the website: 
www.stophungernow.org 
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Tu1998, United States officials 
ve a briefing at the US 
ssion to the United Nations 

on US efforts to challenge human 
rights abuses in many other 
nations. Two questions were raised: 
given the importance the United 
States places on human rights, why 
is the United States taking so long 
to ratify human rights conventions 
and why is it so slow to report on 
its compliance with the conven
tions it has ratified? 

The official said it took a long 
time to make sure each convention 
conformed with the laws of all 50 
states and that the administration 
could only afford to work on one 
human rights convention at a time. 

The same administration 
pushed for "fast track" authority 
from Congress when it came to 
ratifying trade agreements. The 
United States now devotes over $1 
billion a day to waging wars 
around the globe. The United States 
makes huge arms sales to nations 
with poor human rights records. 
Thus it appears that trade and war 
far outweigh human rights as prior
ities for the United States. 
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HU 
RIGHTS 
A Priority of Justice 

by David Wildman 
Illustrations by Melanie Reim 

"The history of human rights 
is the history of human struggles." 

From Rhetoric to Responsibility 
The envoys of peace weep bitterly .. .. The 
treaty is broken, its oaths are despised, 
its obligation is disregarded. The land 
mourns and languishes. Isaiah 33:7-9 

A tremendous gap exists between 
the United States government's 
stated priority on human rights and 
its practices. Since the signing of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (December 10, 1948), the 
United States has moved slower 
than almost any other nation to rat
ify basic international human rights 
covenants and conventions. For 
instance, it took the United States 
40 years to ratify the Convention 
against Genocide. 

More than 20 years after their 
adoption, the United States still has 
not ratified: 
• the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR) 
• the Convention on Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) 
• Protocols I and II of the Geneva 
Conventions on the Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict. 
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When it comes to labor rights, 
the United States has ratified 
almost none of the more than 180 
conventions of the International 
Labor Organization-most of 
which are ratified by a majority of 
nations in the world. 

Reservations to Limit Rights 
The United States has also ex
pressed major reservations to parts 
of conventions that it has ratified 
(e.g. International Covenant on 
Civil & Political Rights, Convention 
Against Torture, Convention to 
Eliminate Racial Discrimination). 
Some US reservations maintain the 
right to execute people, reject any 
limits on hate speech, and place 
limits on what constitutes torture or 
inhumane treatment-such as the 
use of remote-control high-voltage 
electric stun guns on prisoners. 

More importantly, the United 
States has declared that human 
rights treaties are "non self-execut
ing." They are not legally binding 
in US courts until Congress adopts 
legislation to enforce them. 

The United States stands alone 
in the world in failing to ratify the 
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Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC). One reason given is 
that the United States reserves its 
right to execute children (under 
18)- omething the Convention 
expressly forbids. 

Which Rights? What Priorities? 
Much of US law already conforms 
to the UN conventions on women 
and children, so why do the US 
Senate and administration still 
resist ratification? In part, because 
the most vocal and organized 
opposition to ratification comes 
from the Christian right, a power
ful constituency in many states. 

Opponents of ratification mis
read and distort what CEDAW and 
CRC actually say. Opponents claim 
these conventions: 1. interfere with 
family and parent rights; 2. expand 
abortion; 3. promote prostitution; 
and 4. violate US sovereignty. 

1. The conventions recognize 
the critical role of parents in rais
ing children and insist that the 
state support parents in realizing 
the best interests of children. "For 
the purpose of guaranteeing and 
promoting the rights set forth in 
the present Convention, States 
shall render appropria te assistance 
to parents and legal guardians in 
the performance of their childrear
ing responsibilities and shall ensure 
the development of institutions, 
facilities, and services for the care of 
children." (Article 18, CRC) 

Thus child health should take 
precedence over business profits 
when finding a location for a toxic 
waste site. Governments should 
protect families from the disruption 
of poverty, lack of health insurance, 
and other social ills that devastate 
the lives of so many women and 
children before they consider tax 
breaks for the wealthy. 

2. CEDAW does not take a 
posi tion on abortion but does 
address a state's responsibility to 
ensure "access to health care serv-

ices, including those related to 
family planning." (CEDAW, Art
icle 12) Nations in which abortion 
is legal and ones in which it is not 
have already ratified it. 

3. Nothing in CEDAW pro
motes prostitution. States are " to 
suppress all forms of traffic in 
women and exploitation of the 
prostitution of women." (Article 6) 
The CEDAW committee, in a case 
of rampant trafficking of women, 
suggested "decriminalization" of 
prostitution so as not to criminal
ize women already caught in an 
exploitative situation. 

4. Opponents have argued that 
every international treaty, whether 
on human rights, disarmament, or 
the environment, violates sover
eignty, even though reservations are 
allowed. Stated simply, there are 
those in the United States who do 
not want the United States subject
ed to the same level of accountabili
ty and responsibility that the United 
States imposes on other nations. 

Human Rights as Covenants 
In biblical terms, accountability in 
human rights covenants is both a 
call to public confession and a call 
to love (be in solidarity with) one's 
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neighbors. The universal character 
of human rights calls the powerful 
to grea ter responsibility. Human 
rights, like the story of the good 
Samaritan, gives priority to the 
well-being and needs of the violat
ed and vulnerable over the privi
leges of the powerful. 

The UN human rights process 
stresses the covenant-making 
nature of relations between 
na tions, between governments 
and people, and among people 
themselves. A covenant is not a 
static set of laws but a living, active 
relationship based on mutual 
respect, which can be strengthened 
or broken. 

In our world of lives broken 
and communities divided by 
human wrongs, human rights 
movements embody people's 
struggles for justice and wholeness. 
Behind each international human 
rights covenant or convention lies 
the silenced cries and hidden strug
gles of the violated. Human rights 
as covenant-making is not a one
time ratification but an ongoing, 
dynamic, four-step process. 

1. Setting Universal Standards. 
The first step toward a human 
rights covenant involves develop
ing universa standards to address 
specific wrongs (e.g., torture; geno
cide; violence against women, chil
dren, or civilians in armed conflict). 
Once a covenant or convention 
draft is finalized, it is open for 
signature (a declaration of intent) 
and ratification by member states. 
Considerable tension su rfaces 
around the universal dimension of 
human rights. Unlike property
owner rights, sta te ' rights, citi
zens' rights, or shareholder rights, 
which apply only to some people, 
human rights apply to all. 

Malcolm X, speaking a t a 
Methodist Church in Roche ter, 
New York, challenged any narrow 
view of rights: "As long as you call 
it 'civil rights,' your only allie can 
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be the people in the next communi
ty, many of whom are responsible 
for your grievance. But when you 
call it 'human rights,' it becomes 
international. And then you can 
take your troubles .. . before the 
world. And anybody anywhere on 
this earth can become your ally." 
(February 16, 1965) 

2. Enacting Plans of Action. 
Governments are expected to devel
op specific plans to implement the 
rights and responsibilities outlined 
in each convention. Action plans 
range from educational awareness 
days or campaigns (e.g., March 8, 
International Women's Day; March 
21, International Day to Eliminate 
Racial Di crimination) to adopting 
legislation and budgeting priorities. 

For instance, the United States 
has the highest child-poverty rate 
of any industrialized nation. If it 
ra tifies the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, then federal 
and state budgets should incorpo
ra te specific funds and programs 
to ensure every child has adequate 
housing, healthcare, and nutrition. 
This means that children's human 
rights would confront the interests 

of property owners and sharehold
ers to acquire more wealth. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., warned, "When 
profits and property rights are con
sidered more important than peo
ple, the giant triplets of racism, 
militarism, and economic exploita
tion are incapable of being con
quered." (April 4, 1967) 

3. Reporting and Independent 
Monitoring of Human Rights. Each 
government that ratifies a treaty is to 
give regular reports to UN human 
rights bodies on how well human 
rights standards and plans of action 
set forth in steps 1 and 2 are imple
mented. In addition, human rights 
organizations, UN Special Report 
ers, and individual petitioners bring 
independent reports on human 
rights violations to the UN for con
sideration. Each government must 
then respond to questions, criti
cisms, and follow-up on recommen
dations made by UN experts. 

This step has sparked great 
resistance from some in the United 
States. Like the ancient kings in the 
Bible who resisted the prophets' 
call for repentance, powerful lead
ers do not want to hear the inde-

pendent voices of human rights 
monitors who name covenant vio
lations. Imagine if police depend
ed solely on men's self-reporting 
regarding charges of domestic vio
lence. Would we get a full picture 
of violence against women? 
Petitions by the violated as well as 

;, independent monitors are crucial 
for a full and public hearing on 
covenant violations. 

The UN monitoring process 
allows a nation to "first take the 
log out of [its] own eye" (Matt. 
7:5). Like the Bible, human rights 
monitoring tells history from the 
underside-from the standpoint of 
the poor, the persecuted, and the 
powerless. 

4. Human Rights Enforcement 
Renewing the Covenant. While the 
international community has made 
great strides in the first three steps 
of universal standards, action 
plans, and monitoring, enforcement 
remains weak and largely depends 
on member states (who are some of 
the worst human rights violators) to 
police themselves. 

Tragically, most human rights 
enforcement takes place after 
atrocities have occurred. Truth 
Commissions in Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Haiti, and South Africa 
allow those who have been raped, 
tortured, and "disappeared," to 
name the truth even if violators are 
rarely punished. War crimes tri
bunals in Bosnia and Rwanda take 
a further step of prosecution. The 
media and human rights activists 
also play a critical role in publicly 
shaming nations to stop human 
rights violations. 

The newly constituted Inter
national Criminal Court (ICC) 
offers one of the best hopes for 
greater human rights enforcement 
measures. Whereas war crimes 
tribunals have generally prosecut
ed human rights violations of the 
losers, the ICC ensures that any
one who commits gross human 
rights violations may be tried. Its 
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universal scope provides a poten
tially powerful preventive meas
ure to deter human rights viola
tions before they occur. 

Yet it is this universal aspect of 
the ICC that the United States fights 
so fiercely. Last year, the Bush 
administration took the unprece
dented step of announcing that it 
would "unsign" the ICC. It then 
proceeded to pressure other nations 
to adopt legislation specifically to 
exempt US forces from the ICC. 

This follows US decisions not 
to honor the Kyoto Protocol (the 
United States produces 25 percent 
of carbon emissions to be reduced 
by this treaty), not to comply with 
the full provisions of the Chemical 
and Biological Weapons conven
tions, and to withdraw from the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty. The 
administration has also indicated 
that it p lans to violate the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

When the most powerful nation 
unilaterally exempts itself from a 
wide range of international stan
dards, it sends a chilling message to 
the international community. Like 
Pontius Pilate, the powerful too 
often wash their hands of responsi
bility for people's well-being. 

Nevertheless, biblical prophets, 
like human rights monitors, repeat
edly remind "we the people" that 
the choice to renew the covenant
with God and with one's neighbor
is ever before us: "If you truly 
amend your ways and your doings, 
if you truly act justly one with 
another, if you do not oppress the 
alien .. . or shed innocent blood in 
this place ... then I will dwell with 
you in this place." Geremiah 7:5-7) 

David Wildman is the executive for 
Human Rights and Racial Justice, 
Mission Contexts and Relationships, 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

For the full text of the major 
human rights trea ties, go to : 
www.unhcr.ch 

The book of James paints a prophetic picture of what happens when 
a society turns its back on the poor and increases the wealth of the 

rich. The rich have 0 livecl on the earth in luxury" and defrauded work
ers of their pay. 0 8ehold the wages of the laborers who mowed rour 
fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries o the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 0 (James 5:4 
RSV) The church's mission is to create economically just structures so 
that all, especially the most wlnerable, are treated fairly and can 
provide for their basic needs. 

The church has a unique challenge to address disparities that exist 
between rich and poor in the United States. In the 1990s, almost all of 
the income gains from national economic growth went to the top 5 
percent of US families. The majority of US workers have seen their real 
wages decline since the 1970s. This situation has been made worse by 
the economic recession that has put hundreds of thousands of people 
out of work. 

On February 3, 2003, the White House sent Congress a $2.23 tril
lion budget that induded record deficits and major income tax cuts 
while providing huge increases for the Pentagon (The New York Times, 
2/ 4/03). This proposed budget includes: 

• Tax cuts for the rich, averaging about $100,000 a year for 
millionaires. 

• $380 biHion for the f'antagon (which does not include any alloca-
tion for the war with lruq or the reconstruction of Afghanislan). 

• furiding cuts for public housing and rural schools. 
• Cutting by 20(),000 Oler the next .4 years the number of children 

from families with low or mod.,rate incomes who receive child care. 
• ~ by over half a million the number of children getting 

health in$Urance. 
• T~ eligtb dity requiremaits that would make it more difficult 

for the poor to obtain a range of government benefits, including 
~IUnches. 

• Creating record deficits totaling more than $1 trillion over the next 
five~ 

h values embedded in the proposed budget paint a picture of a 
pemrnent concerned about increasing the wealth of the rich, feed
ing the machinery of war, and cutting life-giving services to the poor. 
In these times of economic, social, and sriritual insecurity, the church 
must raise its voice and speak on behal of the values and priorities 
that lead to a measure of economic justice and peace. 

The Rev. David M. Schilling, a Uniled Methodist pastor, is program 
direclor of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility; 
www.iccr.0tg. For information on the budget, go to the Center for 
BvJget ancl Policy Priorities at: www.cbpp.org. 
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UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

L ast Friday at 10:00 A.M., we 
heard that the curfew in the 
Bethlehem area was lifted 

until further notice. Further notice 
lasted exactly 42 hours. In the early 
morning of Sunday, Israeli soldiers 
drove through the streets announc
ing that curfew was again in place. 
For some reason, this day the 
announcement really got under 
my skin. Maybe because I was 
looking forward to actually hold
ing worship without the congrega
tions having to sneak through the 
streets as they did the previous 
two Sundays. Maybe because Jack, 
one of the sons of the family with 
whom I live, was to get married 
that day. For whatever the reason, 
it was one of those mornings. I just 
wanted to scream and throw 
things! 

As the soldiers came around 
again at 8 A.M., I joined my neigh
bors in the stairwell. They were 
discussing what to do about the 
wedding. "What are they trying to 
do to us? They're crazy!" were the 
words with which the frantic fami
ly greeted me. "Should we go 
ahead?" They had been unable to 
reach the priest and wanted to 
know what I thought. After some 
discussion, they decided to go 
ahead with the wedding, curfew or 
not. Some people wouldn't risk 
coming, but everything was pre
pared. And, if the wedding were 
postponed, who could say that 
curfew wouldn't be imposed 
again. 

Later, after making my way to 
the church, I waited to see if the 
congregation would come. There 
had been heavy gunfire and 
numerous explosions in the 

by Sandra Olewine 

Deheishe Refugee Camp (later 
reports were that six people were 
wounded), so I wasn't sure how 
many folks would attempt the 
journey to worship. When one of 
the older women arrived, I told her 
I didn't know if anyone would 
make it today. She said: "In such a 
crazy situation, we have to come to 
church to get strength to go on. 
God is our only refuge." She was 
right. Even though this was the 
third Sunday of curfew in a row, 
the vast majority of the congrega
tion made their way to worship, 
seeking comfort and hope. 

Following worship, I made my 
way through the empty alleyways 
of the Old City towards St. 
Catherine's for Jack and Tamara's 
wedding. Ten minutes before it 

into the church. When Jack and 
Tamara made their way down the 
flower-strewn aisle, St. Catherine's 
was packed. Many people didn't 
risk coming to the reception, but 
those that did had a wonderful 
time. The utter joy on Jack's face 
will stay with me for a long time. 
Despite curfew, a new life together 
was begun! 

Late that evening, around 9:30 
P.M., word came that curfew would 
be lifted on Monday morning at 
3:00 A.M. until further notice. 
Phones rang all over town that 
night, I think, as people shared the 
ludicrous announcement that cur
few would be lifted at 3 A.M.! 

When Monday morning 
dawned, traffic was moving fairly 
normally. Then at 7:15 A.M., one 

Pales tine weddings continue to take place despite res trictions of curfews and checkpoints. 

was to begin, only six people were 
in the sanctuary. I started to feel a 
bit heart-broken for the couple. 
But, as 1:00 P.M. approached, I 
could hear the sounds of horns 
honking, signaling the arrival of 
the bride and groom and their 
families. Then, the guests poured 
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jeep with soldiers drove into the 
main intersection between Beth
lehem and Beit Jala. A soldier 
began shouting that curfew was 
in place. I happened to be in the 
kitchen at the time and, in disbelief, 
looked out the window. All the 
traffic froze. I'm sure the drivers 
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could not believe what they were 
hearing. Then, the soldier began to 
laugh over the loudspeaker and 
the jeep drove away. Only a little 
joke this time. 

For four days, curfew was lift-
ed completely. Some semblance of 

en Jack normality fell into place. Or at 
ay do least as much normality as one can 
·Cather find when the area is a large 
eople d" prison. Schools were able to run 
ception, under normal hours. The market 
t wond opened. At night, for the first time 
l Jack's 1 since early January, traffic was 
a long moving. My colleague, Sarni, 
life toge , called the participants in our 
I Youth Leadership Training 
found r Seminar, announcing that we 
rfew w j would begin the course again on 
mornin 1 Friday and that we hoped to hold 
1er no · three sessions next week to try to 
town get caught up. 

I share f Around 6 A.M. this morning, I 
nt that woke up thinking I heard soldiers 
I A.M.! announcing curfew. I went to the 

mor window and traffic was moving 
lving f , normally for a Friday morning. I 

checked the local TV and there A.M., 

were no messages about curfew. I 
shook my head, thinking these 
announcements were getting to 
me. But at 8:15 A.M., I was certain I 
heard them. I went out onto the 
balcony and there were two jeeps 
in the intersection. Soldiers were 
yelling at people to go home. My 
neighbor called from her balcony, 
asking whether I had heard them 
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Top: A child sits in front of refugee-camp buildings in the Gaza Strip. Palestinians have 
been internally displaced refugees for more than 40 years. Bottom: An Israeli soldier 
prays at a Bethlehem checkpoin t. 
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at 6 A.M. I laughed as I told her I 
was glad she heard them. I told her 
I thought I was losing my mind 
because when I came out then I 
didn't see them. Talking to friends 
on the other side of Bethlehem, 
though, everything was normal. 
Stores were opening up and they 
still wondered if the soldiers were 
just joking. About 30 minutes later, 

clearly they weren't as they came 
back our way and chased people 
off the streets. As I walked to the 
church, vendors were quickly 
packing their goods and produce, 
getting them off the streets before 
the soldiers arrived. 

Once again over 150,000 people 
in the Bethlehem region are locked 
inside. Why? No one knows. The 
answer, if anyone asked someone in 
charge, would be Israeli security. 
But the mounting frustration and 
growing anger does not create secu
rity for anyone. 

Will this curfew be just for 
today, part of the day, for two or 
more days? Who knows? Just have 
to wait "until further notice .. .. " 

The Rev. Sandra Olewine is a GBGM 
missionary and the United Methodist 
Liaison in Bethlehem. 
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United Methodist-Related 

Centers and 
Institutions in the 9I11 Crunch 
by Brenda Wilkinson 

The effects of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks on the 
United States have been 
far reaching. 

U ndergirded only in part by the 
General Board of Global 

Ministries (GBGM), many of the 
103 national United Methodist 
centers and institutions saw a 
reduction in funding from nonprof
it entities, particularly corporate 
and government sponsors. In some 
cases, major adjustments have had 
to be made in the functions carried 
out by these vital places of mission. 
With a fiscal outlook that econo
mists are declaring to be the worst 
since World War II, it is important 
that the missionaries and staff 
members of these programs, as well 
as the beneficiaries of their services, 
be held in thoughts and prayers. 

Despite the loss in income the 
centers and institutions are experi
encing, they remain steadfast in 
their commitment to serve. Cogniz
ant that the economic forecast for 
the United States is not good, they 
anticipate that the lines of people 
coming to receive services at their 
doors will grow. 

"We are blessed with the sta
ble support of our United 
Methodist community but are not 
able to keep up with the pace of 
inflation that has been exacerbated 

At the Atlantic Street Center in Sea ttle, Washington, children plant seeds in a garden 
whose produce is used for their own consumption. 

by the impact of September 11th," 
reports Robert Walker, director of 
Wesley Community Center in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. "Everything 
costs more." he says. "Even bread! 
But we are coping. Wesley has 
been unable to increase salaries 
the last two years-and we have 
suffered cuts in staff." 

Caring for Children 
Wesley, like many of the United 
Methodist centers across the coun
try, has a child-care unit serving 
low-income families . Such units 
are safety nets for neighborhood 
children who might otherwise be 
without proper supervised care. 

Walker says that additional 
funds are needed for expansion of 
ministries at Wesley if the center is 
to continue to meet the needs of the 
surrounding community. "We have 
formed partnerships with local gov
ernment entities and charge small 
fees for some services to offset costs 
for administration and program
ming, but we find we do not have 
enough to undergird our day-to
day operations," he indicated. 

"But even as we struggle to sur
vive, there are special blessings," he 
added with a note of optimism. "As 
we have had to release staff, there 
has been a spirit of understanding, 
with some former staff returning to 
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do volunteer work to keep our 
operations going. While our fund
ing has decreased, there is coopera
tion and new commitment among 
the people of this community to do 
what they can to help the center, if 
not with financial contributions, 
with gifts of time and talent." 

Many Services at Stake 
In addition to the child-care serv
ices, United Methodist-related 
centers and institutions (in more 
than 35 states) provide a wide 
variety of programs at the local 

The Neighborhood Center in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, provides child-rearing 
support for parents. 

level. Parental development pro
grams, literacy classes, training in 
self-sufficient living, adjustment 
services for recent immigrants, 
housing and home repairs, person
al growth and fellowship activities 
for teens and older adults, conflict 
resolution, community advocacy 
initiatives, and numerous other 
services can be found inside and 
outside the doors of the centers. 
People are being helped in new 
ways daily. 

Teen parents have found 
places of rescue; battered women 
and their children have been given 
shelter; alcohol and drug abusers 
have been rehabilitated; emer-

gency assistance for heat, food, 
and shelter has been given to the 
poor; the elderly are assisted with 
minor home repairs-the list goes 
on. Today, with the downturn in 
the economy, these kinds of servic
es are in high demand. 

With state budget gaps widen
ing, news stories abound with 
reports of the cutbacks in govern
ment-sponsored social services, 
making survival of the community
based projects all the more essen
tial. Individuals are looking to the 
church for assistance in increasing
ly larger numbers. While direct 
involvement at the community 
level is relatively new to some 
denominations (and has emerged 
as a new idea in relation to the cur
rent administration's emphasis on 
faith-based initiatives), The United 
Methodist Church has a long histo
ry of involvement in community
based projects. 

Cutting Back or Moving Forward 
Evidence of this historical commu
nity involvement can be seen in 
projects such as the nationally 
known St. Mark's Community 
Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Established in 1909, St. Mark's 
makes a tremendous difference in 
the lives of children and their fam
ilies and has grown over the years 
in the services it provides. Among 

its initiatives are: Caregivers 
United for Better Educated Youth 
(CUBEY), which helps interested 
residents become certified in early 
childhood development services; 
the Street Academy Charter 
School, which offers alternative 
education and nurtures public 
school students who are at risk of 
dropping out or being expelled 
from the public school system; 
Makin' Good in the Hood and 
the Archimedes Project-two of 
several youth development and 
motivation programs that offer 
mentoring, cultural enrichment, 
academic incentives, entrepreneur
ship, and other special features . 

The Rev. Greg Dike, pastor of 
St. Mark's United Methodist 
Church and director of its commu
nity center, reports that some proj
ects have been postponed because 
of budget cuts. "Many of the 
organizations that previously 
issued grants have informed us 
that none will be forthcoming this 
year," he says. "Others have 
changed their cycles of extending 
grants that go beyond one year, 
and there are those who have had 
to inform us that they will not be 
able to fulfill the grants that were 
promised. Clearly, the events of 
September 11th have had an eco
nomic impact on the services we 
are able to provide for the more 

Young women participate in Maternal/Infant Health Outreach Ministry 's meeting. 
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St. Mark's United Methodist Church and 
CommunihJ Center in New Orleans. 

than 850 chjldren in our care. All of 
our servjces are free to them ." 

Cost-saving measures at St. 
Mark's have included the release 
of an admiillstra tor whose position 
was iilltially funded through the 
GBGM. The Rev. Dike acknowl
edges St. Mark's has also had to 
reduce some full-time positions to 
part- time, and a $1.6-million reno
vation project has been temporari
ly frozen. As St. Mark's continues 
to look for new ways to keep its 
operations going, it w ill be turning 
to more mission-volunteer groups 
of the church to ask for assistance 
with the center' s home repairs, car
pentry, and other training p ro
grams. The Rev. Dike stressed that, 
even as funds decrease, the center is 
moving forward . "We are now 
offering three days of mentoring for 
students. We also plan to expand 
our after-school and summer pro
grams, and we recently began a new 
project, a children' s art gallery." 

With local schools in many 
communities forced to drop cultural 
activities for fisca l reasons, and 
some going so far as to eliminate 
school days, many Methodist-relat
ed centers, such as St. Mark' s, are 
supplementing resources for stu
dents in the programs they offer. 

Making Ends Meet 
Henderson Settlement in the 
Appalachia region of Frakes, 
Kentucky, provides services to a 
population in which 80 percent suf
fers from low-income and unem
ployment. "Despite our struggles, 
we remain faithful in our mission at 
Henderson, for we are here to serve 
Christ," said Timothy Crawford, 
Executive Director. "We did not 
fully feel the impact of September 
11th until 2002, when funds began 
to decrease. Advance Specials and 
the UMW Supplemental giving 
program are most significant to us," 
he says, a reminder of the impor
tance of "going the second mile," to 
keep these mission projects alive. 

One of Henderson's newest 
initiatives is the Maternal/Infant 
Health Outreach Ministry, which 
assists more than 70 families below 
the poverty line. "We assist with 
numerous medical emergencies, 
fuel crises, transportation, and 
much more with the elderly," says 
Crawford . "Most heartbreaking 
this past holiday season was that 
some of the folks who previously 
helped us prepare food baskets for 
the needy were themselves the 
recipients in 2002." 

Like the testimony of other 
directors of United Methodist cen
ters and institutions, Crawford 
shines positive light on what is 
occurring through these difficult 
times: "There is no bitterness or 
friction among staff as we have 
had to make cuts. Many have used 
their personal funds for gas to 
transport clients; some who have 
been let go and have spouses who 
are employed have returned as 
volunteers. We have also been 
blessed with an ongoing commit
ment of Volunteers in Mission who 
continue to offer their services." 

Along with staff layoffs and a 
reduction in missionary personnel 
and services outside the United 
States, the GBGM has had to face 
the unfortunate reality of having to 
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reduce financial support to many of 
its centers and institutions across 
the United States. 

In a season of caution about 
personal finances, many in The 
United Methodist Church faithful
ly give of their resources as well as 
their time to advance the cause of 
the church's mission. Ours is not 
a latter-day call but a long-stand
ing commitment to uphold the 
Wesleyan tradition to be a loving 
and caring people in every place. 

Brenda Wilkinson is a staff writer 
for the General Board of Global 
Ministries . 

Cl 
0 
p.. 

0 
'"" 



·----

+J' 
"' ,.t:) 

-.::,: 
s:: 
"' ..... 
s:: 

~ 
0() 

-~ 
s:: ·;:: 
~ 

;:::) 

1 ..... 
~ 

~ 
~ 
::l 

-.::,: . 
~-~ "' ..... 1=>..~ 

· "' ::l -E ,.t:) ..... ;:::., 
., "" ;::> -.::,: 
0 s:: 
t: ::l 
., U') 

0::: .... 
. ::l 

s:: 0 
.;:: ;:::., 
"'0 "' ..... . E .:: 
~ -~ 
0 ~ 

,.t:) 0 
"' l.J "' ., ..... ~ .... ..... ., 
~~ - "' 

. s:::: ~ 
.<::: s:: 
~"" 
~ ~ ... 
,.t:) . :: .,, -
"" -'< 
"' l.J ., "' 0() 
<::: ,.t:) 
1=>.. ., 
o -:E 
;:3 0() 
~ ;:: 

..... 0 
>< ., <::: 

~ ~--
~ -.::; 
~ -.::; 
~ ·;::: 
"' -- -- ., 
;:>-.,~ "' ..... s:: s:: 

~~ 

Times of Uncertainty 
Ron and Diane Ray, United Methodist missionaries formerly assigned to 
Limuru, Kenya, reside in the United States. 

Ron Ray 

In Kenya, security issues against terror
ism surfaced after an Israeli-owned 
coastal hotel was bombed and an in
flight Israeli airplane was targeted with 
antiaircraft missiles. As a result of the 
threat of terrorism, the landing and 
departure of British Air flights in Kenya 
was su spended. We receive weekly 
warnings from the US Embassy about 
where not to go. 

During this period, it seemed that 
Kenya President Arap Mai would step 
down after 24 years in power, but would 
continue to rule from behind the scenes 
through a handpicked successor, Uhuru 
Kenyatti. However, in December 2002, 
the Kenyan people elected Mwai Kibaki 
as president, and a change toward politi
cal freedom and prosperity is expected in 
Kenya. 

As we wait for this change to take 
affect, we continue our work at St. Paul's 
United Theological College near Nairobi, 
keeping in mind the 2.2 million Kenyans 
who are infected with AIDS and the 1 

Diane Ray million children who have been 
orphaned by the pandemic. Ron and I 

have completed our second HIV I AIDS Training of Trainers 
Workshop. The workshop trains lecturers in the diploma colleges 
to educate their students about preventing the spread of 
HIV I AIDS and how to minister to people living with AIDS and 
those affected by it. 

During these uncertain times, we thank God for the gift of 
rhri.::t tn Piv P our lives meaning and purpose. 

The United Methodist Church in Mission 

Prayer and Action 
Thomas and Susan Shaw are United Methodist missionaries assigned to 
Hamburg, Germany. 

On September 11, 2002, in Hamburg, Germany, people from sev
eral nations gathered to remember those who died in the World 
Trade Center and pray for peace. Hamburg is often in the news 
these days because of its terrorist connections, giving one the 
impression it is teeming with terrorists. 

We counter the secretive actions of terrorists by acting open
ly; if there is doubt about the identity of terrorists, let there be no 
doubt about our identity as those who follow the teachings of 
Christ. If the terrorists' hate runs deep, then let us pray that our 
love for God and neighbor will run deeper. If they wish to per
petuate fear, then by God's grace, let us perpetuate joy and hope. 
Where manipulation thrives, let us demonstrate mercy; and 
where everything has a price, know that God offers life in Christ 
at no cost. In darkness or light, God's faithfulness will shine forth 
constantly and be visible in the lives of all God's people. 

While we are facing uncertainty, the ministry here continues 
to grow, sometimes in great spurts, sometimes barely discernible, 
but always with high turnover and always in the hands of our 
gracious God. Through it all, we are grateful for God's faithful
ness and constancy through all circumstances and situations. 
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US Security Measures Affect 
Seafarers 
Carl Landerholm is a United Methodist missionary and the director of the 
Fort Vancouver Seafarers Center in Vancouver, Washington. 

United States Immigration and security measures since September 
11th have resulted in a sharp decrease of shore passes granted to 
seafaring crew members. 

Even though tightened security is necessary, the actions taken 
are viewed by some as unsubstantiated and extreme. Denial of 
shore leave severely affects the mental and physical state of seafar
ers. According to a 1943 US Supreme Court ruling, shore leave is a 
right, not a privilege. 

A portion of the US economy depends on the exported and 
imported goods that seafarers transport. Terrorists could enter the 
country by ship. However, when there is no discretion implement
ed for the thousands of seafarers affected by the US policy, enforce
ment may adversely affect the quality of life for everyone and may 
also lead to greater anti-American sentiments. 

We consider the example of the Seabulk Challenge, a US ship 
with a US crew denied shore leave in Houston. The trend felt in 
Houston has also been our growing experience in Vancouver. Since 
9I11, the crews without passes have more than doubled. Our daily 
service log shows that in 2000, eight crews were denied shore leave. 
In 2001, it was nine. As of October 2002, there have been 22. And 
these numbers don't include crews in which some are granted 
passes and some are not. 

I am concerned that the docks are an easy place for human 
decency and rights to be overlooked and violated. My experience 
has been that seafarers are hard workers. They are not criminals. In 
the midst of possible terrorist attacks, a way must be found for 
seafarers to exercise their right to come ashore. 
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The logo of the Fort 
Vancouver Seafarers 
Center in Vancouve~ 
Washington. 

Justice-A Measuring Line 
Alex and Brenda Awad are United Methodist missionaries serving in 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

Palestinians living on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip have 
been experiencing multiple hardships since the occupation of their 
land. These hardships result from violations of Article 49, para
graph 6 of the 4th Geneva Convention that states " ... the occupying 
power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian popula
tion into the territory it occupies." 

Israel has confiscated 80 percent of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip since 1967 and legitimized 145 settlements where 380,000 of 
its people now live. 

In 1993, the Oslo Accords' Declaration of Principles on Interim 
Self-Government Arrangements were approved for action. Since 
then, Palestinians living in the West Bank or the Gaza Strip have 
been restricted from traveling between their areas and Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem has been not only the Palestinian cultural center for cen
turies, but a center of commerce as well. This action by Israel has 
led to 75 percent of Palestinians living below a $2.00 per day pover
ty line, and 50 percent of their children suffering from malnutrition. 

Between 2000 and 2003, 655 Palestinian-owned houses have 
been demolished, displacing 5124 people. Seven percent of Gaza's 
farmland has been destroyed. 

Since 2002, Israeli forces have killed more than 300 children 
under the age of 18, and Palestinian militants and suicide bombers 
have killed 82 Israeli children. 

The Israeli military continues to use tanks, bulldozers, and 
helicopter gunships against entire families and communities as 
retaliation for Palestinian militant actions. Yet, suicide bombings 
and 24-hour curfews are still a reality. 

The measuring line of justice is long, but justice is short. 

Alex Awad, in a photo 
taken from Bethlehem 
Bible College, overlook
ing a relatively calm 

.gon, 
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Sept. 8-12, 2003 
How to Develop Mission and Church Archives. 
Ms. Martha Lund Smal ley, Yale Divinity School Re
search Services Librarian , help missionaries and 
church leaders identi fy, organize, and preserve es
sential records. with an introduction to Internet ski lls. 
Eight sessions. $ 125 

Sept. 15- 19 
The Internet and Mission: Getting Started. In a 
hands-on work hop, Dr. A. Scott Moreau, Wheaton 
College Graduate School , shows how to get the most 
out of the World Wide Web for miss ion research. 
Eight essions. $ 125 

Sept. 23-26 
Economic Issues in Mission. Dr. Jonathan J. Bonk, 
OMSC Executive Director and author of Missions 
and Money: Affluence as a Western Missionary 
Problem, explores the dynanucs of the go pel me -
sage in contexts of economic dispari ty. Four morn
ing sessions. $90 

Sept. 29-0ct. 3 
Nurturing and Educating Transcultur al Kids. Dr. 
David C. Pollock and Ms. Janet Blomberg oflnter
action help you help your children meet the chaJJenges 
they face as third-culture per ons. Eight sessions. 
$ 125 

Overseas Ministries Study Center 
490 Prospect Street, New Haven, CT 06511 USA 
(203) 624-6672, Ext. 315 (203) 865-2857 Fax 

study@OMSC.org 
Register online at www.OMSC.org 

!Seven Friends 
A storybook with photo cubes 

by Martha Bettis Gee 
1This beautifully illustrated 
storybook introduces children 
of Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, and 
Baha'i faiths who explain how 
they celebrate their religious 
holidays to their schoolmates 
of other faiths. The nine 
colorful photo cubes, which 
are a put-together project, 
illustrate the wide variety 
of holidays. 

(Eng. #03287) $ 4.00 
5 for $15.00 10 for $25.00 

Oct. 13-17 
Contextualization in the New Testament: Lessons 
for Mission Practice. Dr. Richard N. Longenecker, 
Wycliffe College, Uni versity of Toronto, examines the 
earliest Christian confessions, drawing lessons [or 
contextuali zation today. Eight sessions. $ 125 

Oct. 20-24 
The City, For God 's Sake! Dr. Roger S. Greenway, 
Calvin Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and an 
OMSC Senior Mission Scholar in Re idence, ad
dresses how churches can reach diverse population 
and meet the varied needs of urban ministry world
wide. Eight sessions. $125 

Oct. 27- 31 
Doing Oral History: Helping Christians Tell 
Their Own Story. Dr. Jean-Paul Wiest, director of 
the Maryknoll history project, shares skill and tecb
niques for documenting church and mission history. 
Eight sessions. $ 125 

Nov. 10-14 
Conversion in Christian History. Professor An
drew F. Walls, Edinburgh University, explores how 
people in different age , places, and cultures have 
come to faith in Christ. Eight sessions. $ 125 

Nov. 17- 19 
Leadership, Fund-raising, a nd Donor Development for Missions. Rob Mar
tin, Director, First Fruit , Inc., Newport Beach, California, outlines steps for build
ing the support ba e, including foundation funding , for mission. Five sessions in 
three days. $90 

Dec. 1- 5 
C hristianity a nd Islam: Missionary Religions in Tension. Dr. David A. Kerr, 
Centre for the Study of Christianity in the Non-Western World, University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, guides Christians toward a sensitive and informed presence 
among Muslims. Eight sessions. $125 

501 

A/so available-a Teacher's Guide. (#03288) $6.00 
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• Extend the hospitalify of 
God's neighborhood to 
wlnerable immiRrants 

• P:rolbote education for 
ministry and advocacy 

• Enable citizens and 
immigrants alike in 
these difficult times to 
experience the Church 
in all its inclusiveness 

Support UMCOR's 
Justice For Our Neighbors 

Program through 
Advance #901285-1 

United Methodist 
Committee on Relief 

General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor 


