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Cover photo: by James Fi tzgerald . Bishop Jose 
Quipungo of the Ea t Angola onference presides 
over the dedication of a door to the new Women's 
Center in Melanje, Angola. 

Doors to Mission 
So if anyone is in Chris t, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
2 Corinthians 5:17 

East Angola Conference recently dedicated a new door for it 
Women's Center. One of the firs t projects that Bishop Jose 
Quipungo completed with the East Angola Conference was the 

Women's Center, a room where women can meet, hold classes, and learn 
to read, sew, or make handcrafts. The conference center was badly dam
aged through 40 years of war in Angola. The previous door wa 
destroyed . But all building materials had to be imported and brought to 
Melanje by plane, which proved exorbitantly expensive. The church 
found another way. The door at the 
United Methodist Conference Center is 
made of local wood by craftspeople in 
the area and symbolizes the pride and 
resiliency of a faithful people. 

The opening of the Women's Center 
represents the rebirth of women's work 
for the East Angola Conference. 
Angola's m ilitary and UNITA rebel 
forces have signed a peace accord that 
ended decades of war. The United 
Methodist Church in Angola is experi
encing new freedom to reach out in 
mission and a new horizon in the life of 
the church. 

Many of the other stories in this 
issue describe new missions, new 
opportunities, and new ways of looking 
at the church and its role in society. The 
General Board of Global Ministries has 
recently established new ministries in 
the countries of Cameroon and Mongolia, places that had never known 
a United Methodist presence before. Church leaders in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo have offered themselves as a conduit for peace, 
forging new relationships at a grassroots level, tirele sly meeting and 
working toward a common plan. They strive to make the ground fertile 
so that when the accords are signed and all the warring parties finally 
agree, the seeds of peace will grow and flo urish . 

Take note of the changing situations in Argen tina and the countrie 
of Sub-Saharan Africa . Out of neces ity, new mission and relief tra tegie 
are sometimes forged in the heat of turmoil and upheaval. As Bi hop 
Etchegoyen note , the church i till there in times of trouble, accompa
nying the people, speaking the Word of God, the Word of Hope. 

Chri tie R. House 

Author Samia Khou ry from the March-April 2002 "Re torative Justice" issue of New World 
Outlook was incorrectly identified. he is pr sident of Rawdat El-Zuhur, a women' orgaruzation 
that runs a coeduca tional elementary chool in East Jerusalem. Canon aim At k i the d irector 
of abeel Ecu menical Liberation Theology ent r in Jeru alem. 
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M ongolia is an ancient, 
sparsely populated Asian 
country that has sus

tained its nomadic way of life into 
the 21st century. Its capital and 
largest city, Ulaanbaatar, has less 
than a million residents. Until very 
recently, even in the cities, many 
Mongolians lived in the traditional 
ger, a large white felt tent that can 
be moved easily. Today gers are 
still found on the outskirts of 
Ulaanbaatar, and they are the pre
dominant housing in the country
side. Once a vast empire that 
included all of China and parts of 
Europe, Mongolia today struggles 
to adapt to modem times. 

In 2000, the General Board of 
Global Ministries (GBGM) sent an 
assessment team to Ulaanbaatar to 
consider the possibilities of open
ing a new mission in Mongolia. 
Neither The United Methodist 
Church nor its predecessor denom
inations has had any history of out
reach in this part of the world. 
Buddhism, introduced into the cul
ture from Tibet, claims the most 
adherents. Despite Communist 
efforts to rid the country of religion, 
Buddhism made a strong come
back in the 1990s when the govern
ment eased religious restrictions. 
The team found that there was an 
openness and curiosity about other 
faiths. The mission will witness to 

Mongolia 
Population: 2,654, 999 

Area: 603,500 sq . miles 

Capital: Ulaanbaatar (Ulan Bator) 

Religion: Buddhism 

Currency: Tugrik 

Language: Khalkha Mongolian 

Government: Parl iamentary 
Republ ic 

President: Natsagiyn Bagabandi 

Prime Minister: Nambar 
Enkhbayar 

Figures from 2002 World Almanac 

A 
China 

the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 
and, in addition, will work to 
relieve some of the social problems 
that face the country, such as 
alcoholism, unemployment, and 
domestic violence. The first United 
Methodist missionary arrived in 
the country in February 2002. 
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Mongolia's Past 
Mongolia is situated on the high 
grassland and desert region of cen
tral Asia, landlocked between 
Siberia to the north and China to 
the south. Archeologists have 
found human remains in the Gobi 
desert that date back 500,000 years. 
Long, cold winters and little rain
fall make 99 percent of the country 
unsuitable for farming. The tradi
tional economy was based on 
nomadic herding, primarily of 
goats, horses, and camels. For cen
turies the people of this land have 
roamed the steppes in search of 
grass and water for their animals. 
They formed loose tribal groups 
speaking Mongolian, Turkic, and 
related languages. 

Most Americans and Euro
peans tend to recognize the more 
famous of Mongolia's rulers, Attila 
the Hun and Genghis Khan, who 
extended Mongol power deep into 
the south and west. In the fifth cen
tury, Attila led the Siung-nu, or 
Huns, into Europe all the way to 
Gaul (France) and the Italian penin
sula on the heels of the crumbling 
Roman Empire. 

The term "Mongol" was fir t 

used by the T'ang dynasty of 
China (618- 907 A.O.) to de cribe 
the inhabitants of Mongolia. The 
Mongols remained a loose confed
eration of rival clan until the 
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Top: Camels on the Gobi Desert. Above: The Mandelgovi region of the Gobi Desert. 

emergence of a new leader in the 
12th century. Temujin, later 
named Genghis Khan ("universal 
king"), united the Mongol tribes 
and developed a cavalry using a 
superior breed of Mongolian 
horse ·named the Takhi. Khan's 
invasion force took China, press
ing s uth to Iran and west to 
Russia. Kublai Khan, the grand
son of Genghis, became emperor 
of the Yuan Dynasty in China late 
in the 13th century. His Mongol 
Empire stretched from Korea 
through central Asia across Russia 
to Poland and Hungary, with the 

capital in Peking. Visiting Tibetan 
monks brought Buddhism to the 
empire. 

After Kublai's death, however, 
rebellion raged and the empire fell 
apart. The Chinese Ming Dynasty 
expelled the Mongols from Peking 
in the mid-14th century. 

In 1644 the Manchus, with the 
help of eastern Mongolians, 
seized the Chinese throne. Inner 
Mongolia, whkh today is east of 
Mongolia, became part of Man
churian China. Outer Mongolia, 
or western Mongolia, was con
quered by China over the next 

hundred years and then disputed 
by Ru sia and Japan. 

With the outbreak of the 
Chinese Revolution in 1911, Outer 
Mongolia declared its independ
ence from China. For the next ten 
years, through the Chinese and 
Russian revolutions, sovereignty 
passed back and forth between 
China and Russia. In 1924, 
Mongolia became the People's 
Republic of Mongolia, a 
Communist state. For the next 75 
years, the People's Revolutionary 
Party (MPRP) ruled the country, 
allied with the Soviet Union. The 
Stalinist purges of the 1920s and 
1930s were echoed in Mongolia. By 
1939, in an effort to collectivize 
property and end religious power, 
the MPRP had destroyed 750 
monasterie and killed or exiled 
thousands of Buddhist monks. It is 
estimated that 27,000 people (three 
percent of the population) wer 
executed. 

During World War II, Japan 
invaded Mongolia's northea tern 
border but was driven back with 
Soviet assistance. Border dispute 
with China delayed Mongolia' 
admission to the Unit d Nation 
until 1961. As late as the 1980 in i
dents still erupted along the bord r, 
but in 1988, China and Mongolia 
signed the first treaty that defined 
th border betwe nth m. 
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Children in the Mandelgovi region of the 
Gobi Desert. 

After the breakup of the Soviet 
Union, Mongolia began a transition 
to democracy. All Soviet troops 
were withdrawn from Mongolia by 
the year 1992. Demonstrators in 
Ulaanbataar demanded the disso
lution of the one-party system, and 
the constitution was amended to 
permit multiparty elections. 
Though the country progressed 
rapidly in its transition from a total
itarian state to a democratic form of 
government, the changes have 
brought great hardship for the peo
ple. Urban poverty has increased as 
unprofitable factories, no longer 
subsidized by the state, have 
closed, putting many people out of 
work. City families can no longer 
support relatives from the country
side, who suffered from the effects 
of the winter of 2000, the coldest in 
55 years. More than 2 million head 
of livestock were lost. According to 
a reports from nongovernmental 
organizations, 4000 street children 
roam Ulaanbaatar, a 10-fold 
increase from previous years. 

Music Opens a Door 
In October of 2000, GBGM assistant 
general secretary Dr. David Wu 
(Evangelization and Church 
Growth), and associate general sec
retary S T Kimbrough, Jr. (Mission 
Evangelism), traveled to Mongolia 
for the first time. On that trip they 
met Nagatsiin Jantsannorov, a 

Mongolian composer, and Kim
brough asked if he would be will
ing to transcribe some United 
Methodist music for Mongolian 
instruments. Jantsannorov agreed, 
starting a long process toward 
preparation of an orchestral suite of 
Charles Wesley hymns with set
tings by Mendelssohn, Handel, 
Bortniansky, and Bach. Mark 
McGurty of GBGM arranged the 
suite for orchestra and Jantsan
norov transcribed the instrumental 
parts for indigenous Mongolian 
instruments. In the summer of 
2001, the Youth Mission Chorale 
(YMC), directed by Kimbrough, 
was scheduled for a tour of Asia 
and spent a week in Mongolia. The 
Chorale rented the opera house 
in Ulaanbaatar, engaged the 
Mongolian instrumental ensemble 
"Murin Huur" (National Horse 
Violin Orchestra) and prepared for 
an evening of global sacred music. 
The evening included music that 
told the story of the Christian 
Gospel and introduced part of the 
Methodist heritage. The beginnings 

.;;. 

Mongolian dignitaries and others 
who attended the concert. The day 
after the concert, the Chorale had 
fellowship with Mongolian uni
versity students out in the coun
tryside, sharing their faith and 
diverse experiences. The follow
ing day, the YMC and the 
Mongolian orchestra traveled to 
the edge of the Gobi Desert and 
gave a concert for local nomads. 
This was an especially joyous 
occasion as the Gospel was shared 
through song where it may never 
have been heard before. 

A Missionary Arrives 
The YMC prepared the way for 
Helen Sheperd, who was assigned 
as the first United Methodist mis
sionary to Mongolia. She was able 
to draw on many of the contacts 
established by the YMC as she 
began her work. Sheperd served 
for nine years in Korea and previ
ously visited Mongolia with a 
Korean Methodist team. The 
Korean Methodist Church has 
established a medical clinic as an 

outreach of Yonsei 
University and Hospital 
in Korea . Sheperd first 
became acquainted with 
Mongolian doctors when 
they came to Korea for 
medical training. What 
follows are Sheperd' s 
reflections about the new 
ministry: 

A common site in Ulaanbaatar, manhole covers are 
removed by homeless people to gain access to the 
underground corridors where the heating pipes run. 

"As we were flying 
across Mongolia, I could
n' t see any signs of life 
from the air for miles and 

of United Methodist mission in 
Mongolia opened up through 
music. 

Many bridges were built 
across language and cultural 
boundaries through the art of 
Christian song and the music 
itself. The YMC created tremen
dous good will among the 

miles. After three hours of 
flight from Incheon, Korea, I was 
amazed how much Ulaanbaatar 
had changed in just one year [since 
my last visit]-the construction 
cranes were visible all over the city. 
Big signs with bright advertise
ments were displayed across the 
streets and automobiles clogged 
the main street. The air was thick 
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W rld Outlook. Helen heperd, of the 
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commi io zed a a mi ionary. 
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A New Mission • 1n 

by Christie R. House and S T Kimbrough, Jr. 

Cameroon 
(Republic du Cameroun) 

Population: 15,803 ,220 

Area: 181 ,000 sq. miles 

Capital: Yaounde 

Religion: 51 % indigenous African rel igions, 33% 
Christian, 16% Musl im 

Currency: CFA franc 

Language: French and Engl ish , offic ial, with 24 other 
African language groups and nearly 1 00 dialects 

Government: Parl iamentary Republ ic 

President: Paul Biya 

Prime Minister: Peter Mafani Musonge 
Figures from the 2002 World Almanac 

AFRICA 

T
he area known today as Cameroon, on the 
west coast of Africa, comprises northern hills, 
central pla teau, and southern tropical rain for
est. It is the prehistoric birthplace and original 

homeland of the Bantu ethnic group, which migrated 
east and south 1000 B.C. to about the 4th century A.O. 

Today, Swahili is the most widely spoken language of 
the Bantu group. The word "Cameroon" was coined by 
Portuguese explorer Fernando Po, who named the river 
Camerones because he was astounded by the large 
quantities of giant shrimp (cumaroes, in Portuguese) 
that swarmed at its mouth. 

Colonial Rule 
From 1492 unti l the 1800s, Cameroon, like much of 
western Africa, was carved up among several 
European colonizers, not including the Portuguese. 
Southern Cameroon on the Atlantic seaboard was 
involved in the slave trade, while northern Cameroon 
was a battleground between the Fulani of Nigeria and 
other African empires. 

Great Britain, France, and Germany were all com
peting for a piece of Cameroon. In the 1850s, the ruler 
of the Doualas, a coastal group, invited Grea t Britain to 
set up a protectorate. Aligning with one power was 
apparently better than becoming a battleground for 
several. But Great Britain was slow to act, and the 
Doualas agreed to become a German colony in 1885. 
The Germans built roads, schools, railways, and plan
tations, but they were harsh colonizers to the indige
nous people, so the Doualas fought German rule. The 
Germans seized the most fertile lands, where indige
nous people had successfully cultivated crops for hun
dreds of years, and the Africans b gan to die by the 
thou ands. 

After World War I, the League of Nation gave 
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France about three-quarters of the territory and Great 
Britain received the other quarter, part in the south
western highlands and part in the north, an area that 
today is part of Nigeria. The French developed the rail
way, cocoa and palm-oil plantation , and the timber 
industry. After World War II, new political parties that 
pre ed for independence formed in French-held terri
tories. The French outlawed the People's Union of 
Cameroon (UPC), the main organization, in 1956, and 
its leaders fled to British-held territory where they 
b gan a guerrilla movement. 

An Independent State 
French Cameroon gained independence in 1960, and 
British Cameroon in 1961, with its northern territories 
joining Nigeria and the southern territories becomin 
part of the new Cameroon. The French-based political 
party, the Union Camerounaise (UNC) fought the for
mer party, the UPC, for political control. Alhaji 
Ahmadou Ahidjo of the UNC became the first presi
dent of Cameroon in 1960. His rule was brutally effi
cient in persecuting members of the opposition and 
killing or jailing thousands. Ahidjo, however, also 
invested wisely in agriculture, education, health care, 
and roads and did not borrow heavily from interna
tional banks. In 1982, Ahidjo resigned and the prime 
minister, Paul Biya, became president. 

Biya has held on to the presidency, but hi admin
istration have been fraught with corruption, fraud, 
repression of opposition and media, and popular 
protests. Cameroon' previous prosperity eroded as 

unemployment mounted and world prices for coffee, 
rubber, cotton, and oil dropped. Food upplies grew 
short and foreign debts grew large. 

In 1991, the government authorized the creation 
of political parties. Seventy organizations applied. 
The first multiparty elections were held since the 
1960s, but the results were disputed and interna
tional observers confirmed election fraud . 
Nevertheless, Biya, aided by division within the 
opposition parties, retained power. His repressive 
methods were so effective that he won the presiden
cy in 1997 unopposed, bt ,t only 33 percent of the 
voters went to the polls, whereas 61 percent had 
voted in the previous election. Millions of voters 
were excluded from the polls by th government, 
which accused them of being foreigners. 

Today, dependence on trade with France, 
devalued curr ncy, reduction of pay for public offi
cials, and government and police corruption have 
brought Cameroon to a state of cri is. 

Seeds of Methodism 
Eighteen years ago, Victor Ayuk Enow from Cameroon 
enrolled at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
During his student years, he was befriended by Trinity 
United Methodist hurch and its pastor, the Rev. 
Charles Garrod . Ayuk, as he is known, joined the 
church and b came an active member, a sisting in 
many parts of its program. When he completed the 
degree program in political science, he decided to enter 
the ministry. He was accepted at We 1 y Theological 
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Families in Tiko, Cameroon, with Victor Ayuk (far left) and S T 
Kimbrough, Jr. (center) . 

Seminary in Washington, DC. After about a year and a 
half in the Master of Divinity program, he returned 
home to take a government position. 

Though he returned to Cameroon, Ayuk never 
gave up hope of completing his seminary education, 
becoming a United Methodist pastor, and establish
ing United Methodism in Cameroon. During the last 
13 years, with some assistance from Garrod, Ayuk has 
spent much of his spare time planting churches. 
Though the resources have been extremely 
meager, he has organized a few congrega
tions that understand themselves to be in 
the United Methodist tradition. They are 
located in the following cities, towns, and 
villages: Santa, Akum, Bamenda, Buea, 
Kumba, Mamfe, Sumbe, and Yaounde, the 
capital. 

transportation costs on Sundays to and from the 
church location. 

In the spring of 1999, Garrod asked Dr. S T 
Kimbrough, Jr., the associate general secretary for 
Mission Evangelism of the GBGM, to inquire about 
the possibility of the GBGM's making contact with 
Ayuk to explore the beginning of official United 
Methodist work in Cameroon. Dr. Randolph Nugent, 
general secretary of the GBGM; S T Kimbrough, Jr.; 
and Cashar Evans, a GBGM director, traveled to 
Cameroon to meet Ayuk and several leaders of the 
congregations. They were met at the Yaounde airport 
by a delegation of church leaders and the chief of a 
village in Fatabe. They also met a former prime min
ister of Cameroon who had begun a United 
Methodist congregation on his farm. 

The next morning, the GBGM representatives met 
with the church leaders, primarily from Yaounde, to 
discuss The United Methodist Church. The meeting 
was followed by a lively question-and-answer period. 
The next day, they talked with the general secretary of 
the Federation of Churches, an ecumenical organiza
tion, who enthusiastically welcomed the possibility of 
United Methodist mission work in Cameroon. 

A group of leaders from the Sumbe congregation 
traveled 10 hours through the night from their village 
in the north to meet with the delegation in Yaounde. 
Once again, there was a discussion about The United 
Methodist Church, its worship life, and its daily prac
tice of Christian discipleship. It was clear from both 
discussions that Ayuk had done an effective job as a 

While Ayuk continues working for the 
government, he serves as a lay pastor on the 
weekends in Buea, where he now lives. An 
additional lay pastor has assisted in Sumbe, 
and a Baptist pastor, educated in the 
Theological College of the West Indies in 
Kingston, Jamaica, is assisting with two 
congregations. Ayuk has paid minimal 
amounts to the two other lay pastors out of 
his own salary. A singing group of young 
male university students, known as The 
Heartbeats, often sang for church services 
in Yaounde when Ayuk was still living in 
the capital city. He assisted them with their 

French-speaking pastors' school conference attendees in Cameroon with David 
Wu, GBGM ass istan t general secretary, Congregational lnitiatives, 
Evangelization and Ch urch Growth. 
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lay pastor. With only a Bible and a United Methodist 
hymnal, he had shaped the beginnings of United 
Methodism in Cameroon. 

In May 2001, two pastors' schools were held in 
both French- and English-speaking areas of the coun
try respectively. About 40 lay pastors from different 
denominations attended, asking questions and 

Clockwise from top left: Children in 
Sumbe, Cameroon; Sunday chool student 
at a church gathering in Sumbe; A family 
home in Sumbe. 

expressing much interest in The 
United Methodist Church. 

The Women's Division of the 
GBGM has stationed Catherine 
Akale, a regional missionary, in 
Yaounde as the consultant for its 
programs in sub-Saharan Africa . 

The door for establishing 
United Methodism in Cameroon is 
presently wide open. United 

Methodists have the opportunity to undertake a 
holistic mission effort distinguished by a combination 
of personal and social holiness in faith and practice. 

Christie House is the editor of New World Outlook. S T 
Kimbrough, Jr., is the associate general secretary for Mission 
Evangelism, the General Board of Global Ministries. 
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he Democratic Re
public of the Congo 
(DR Congo), former-

ly known as Zaire, is rich 
in deposits of gold, dia
monds, copper, and 
cobalt. Yet, the DR Congo 
is on the brink of starva
tion. The evident collapse 
of national order, the legal 
system, the economy, the 
infrastructure, and health 
and educational systems 
has been exacerbated by 
four years of civil war. Since 1998, eight African countries 
and at least seven other armed groups have contributed 
to the conflict. International observers have character
ized the war in Congo as "a continent-wide free-for-all." 
Congolese rebels and their allies from Uganda, Rwanda, 
and Burundi control nearly half the country. A study by 
the International Rescue Committee has estimated that 
approximately 2.5 million Congolese have died from 
war-related causes. About 85 percent of these deaths 
were from disease and malnutrition, direct results of the 
war's destruction of agricultural, economic, health, and 
infrastructure systems. 

A History of Exploitation 
There is little in Congo's history to serve as a model for 
peaceful self-rule. Before the most recent war, the coun
try suffered three decades of economic and political 
mismanagement and severe repression under Zaire's 

long-time dictator, Mo
butu Sese Seko. Yet, 
before independence in 
1960, under the rule of 
the Belgian Congo, 10 
million indigenous peo
ple are estimated to have 
died from forced slave 
labor, starvation, and 
outright extermination 
under colonial rule. 

In the 1870s, King 
Leopold II of Belgium 
signed treaties with 

Congolese chiefs that made him the personal owner of 
the region. He began a ruthless program of exploita
tion, using slave labor to produce ivory, rubber, and 
copper from the resources of the Katanga province. 
Conditions hardly improved when the Congo became 
a colony of the Belgian government in 1908. 

The Congo was granted independence in 1960, but 
almost immediately the army rebelled, the copper-rich 
province of Katanga seceded, and internal power strug
gles between the president, Joseph Kasavubu, and the 
premier, Patrice Lumumba, ensued. Kasavubu, aided 
by army chief-of-staff Joseph Mobutu, had Lumumba 
arrested and taken to Katanga, where Belgian merce
naries killed him. In 1965, Mobutu seized the presiden
cy, and for the next 35 years, the country suffered under 
his corrupt and harsh regime. Mobutu changed his 
name to Mobutu Sese Seko, the country's name to 
Zaire, and declared that all Zaireans must take African 

Families of refugees at an UMCOR clinic and nutrition center in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
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names. The United States 
backed Mobutu for close 
to 25 years, but in 1990 
cut off military and 
financial aid. 

In 1994, more than a 
million Hutu refugees 
spilled over the border 
from Rwanda, where ter
rible ethnic strife 
between the Hutus and 
the Tutsis led to the mass 
murder of many of the 
Rwandans. A veteran 
Zairean rebel . fighter, 
Laurent Kabila, reen
tered Zaire with Rwan
dan rebels in 1994 and 
built up a coalition force 
among them and Zairean 
rebels. In 1997, while 
Mobutu went to France 
for cancer treatment, 
Kabila took over the 
country and proclaimed 
himself president. He 
changed the name of the 
country to the Demo
cratic Republic of the 
Congo. 

The collective sigh of 

Methodism in the Congo 

The Methodist Church officially started work in the 
region through Bishop William Taylor, who was elected 
missionary bishop of Africa in 1884 by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Taylor began by first visiting Liberia 
and Angola and then went to the Congo in 1885. Taylor 
traveled with corps of missionaries, establishing chains of 
self-supporting mission stations that related to each other. 

By 1918, the Congo Mission Conference was estab
lished, which became the Congo Provisional Annual 
Conference in 1955. Work that started in 1912 in Wembo 
Nyama became the Central Congo Provisional Annual 
Conference in 1940 and a full annual conference in 1948. 
After independence in 1960, Zairean Methodism 
expanded into the northern part of Katanga (Shaba), 
establishing a full annual conference in 1970. 

The United Methodist Church of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo today has six annual conferences 
overseen by three Congolese bishops, Onema Fama, 
Ntambo Nkulu Ntanda, and Katembo Kainda. 

Interfaith Work 

have been deployed to 
more than 20 locations. 
Some factions have been 
disarmed within the 
country. To date, the full 
terms of the accord have 
not been realized, but 
UN officials have noted a 
clear and visible process 
that is working toward 
peace. 

President Joseph Ka
bila has demonstrated a 
willingness to negotiate 
the terms of peace and 
has met with President 
Museveni to discuss the 
rebel incursions from 
Uganda. In addition, 
Kabila has attempted to 
bring the rebel factions to 
the table to discuss peace 
and disarmament. From 
February through April 
2002, an inter-Congolese 
dialogue was held in Sun 
City, South Africa. These 
talks involved the 
Congolese rebel leaders, 
Congo government lead
ers, and civic groups. 

relief did not last long, as Kabila's regime turned out to 
be another autocratic model. A study by a French 
humanitarian agency, Doctor 's Without Borders, 
revealed a series of massacres committed by Kabila and 
his Rwandan forces on his way to power. 

In 1999, the DR Congo and five other states 
involved in the civil conflicts signed a cease-fire agree
ment in Lusaka. It called for a UN peacekeeping force, 
disarmament of the rebel militias, and the departure of 
foreign African troops. But Kabila did little to enforce 
the terms of this treaty, and rebel groups, who had no 
part in the discussion, refused to cooperate. 

The interfaith community in the DR Congo has also 
been working to define a p lan to ease the country out 
of its war crisis into a time of peace. In February 2000, 
the General Board of Global Ministries funded a 
three-week forum, organized by United Methodist 
Bishop Onema Fama, of the Central, Northeast, 

In January 2001, Laurent Kabila was assassinated, 
apparently by a member of his own guard. His son, 30-
year-old Joseph Kabila, took over as president. With the 
younger Kabila a ray of hope shines out from the vio
lent history of this central African country. Joseph 
Kabila spent much of his life outside Zaire because of 
his father 's political circumstances. One of the first 
things Joseph Kabila did as the country's leader was 
sign on to the cease-fire agreement. 

UN military observers and peacekeeping troops 
Left to right: Bishop Onema Fama, Lunge Kinyamba, and 
Monsignor Marini Bodho Pierre at a pre-Round Table meeting. 
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gramming, and implementation of initia
tives. Representatives from all the affected 
groups would attend. 

Left to right: Bishop Onema Fama (second from left) and Dr. Randolph 
Nugent (far righ t) with Patrice Lumumba Universihj treasurer and dean in 
Kinshasa, DRC. 

In June 2001, Dr. Randolph Nugent 
traveled to the Congo to meet President 
Joseph Kabila to discuss ways in which The 
Uruted Methodist Church could assist in the 
peacebuilding process in the country. The 
United Methodist Church, with six annual 
conferences that span the Congo, is in a 

Upper, and West annual conferences in the Congo, to 
discuss ways to build peace in the country. The forum 
brought together religious leaders of different faiths. 
The Council for Peace and Reconciliation in Congo 
(CPRC), a network of Congolese Christian peace 
activists, has also been working to launch peace ini
tiatives through the churches. 

In March 2001, the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva called together ecumenical partner-church 
agencies working in the Congo and 10 Congolese dele
gates to devise a way for the churches and the partner 
agencies to work together on the same plan to imple
ment peace. The Presbyterian Church, USA; the United 
Church of Canada; the Christian Aid, UK; United 
Evangelical United Mission; Missionaries Exchange 
Mission of Switzerland; the Covenant Church of 
Sweden; the SOW Churches of the Netherland ; The 
United Methodist Church; the Evangelical 
Development Service of Germany; and the Life and 
Peace Institute of Sweden were present for the consul
tation. The representatives recommended the organiza
tion of a Round Table for Peace, Justice, and 
Reconciliation in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The round table would provide a national forum for 
discussion, coordination of policies, planning, pro-

unique position to help with emergency 
needs, reconciliation, and reconstruction. 

Round Table Discussions 
In March 2002, Bishop Onema Fama attended the 
Round Table for Peace and shared with N ew World 
Outlook what he sees as the role of the churches in the 
illusive search for peace. On a grassroots level, the 
churches need to educate people with the basic fun
damentals of reconciliation. He also believes that it is 
important to expose the abuse and terror that was 
perpetrated by the warring factions on the innocent 
civilian populations. Reconciliation cannot take place 
without truth-telling. 

The churches in their local communities will 
spread the news and reality of reconciliation. The mes
sage of God's love in the form of love for one's neigh
bors and the rejection of violence will be preached from 
the pulpits. Regional gatherings of churches and church 
bodies should continue and be encouraged. Meetings 
of the women and youth of the Congo and the neigh
boring states of Burundi and Rwanda must also take 
place to encourage reconciliation. Women and children 
on both sides of the conflict have lost husbands, sons, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers. 

The church and partner agencies working in the 

Timeline for the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

1960 The Republic of Congo gains independence from 

Belg ium . June 30 is independence day. On July 5 

the army rebels . Joseph Desire Mobutu, a 29-

year-old army chief, arrests Prime Minister Patrice 

Lumumba, favored for the upcoming popular 

presidential elections, and turns him over to Katanga 

rebels. He is murdered by Belgian mercenaries. 

1965 Mobutu stages a military coup and seizes 

the presidency. Over time he ruthlessly 

enforces a one-party system and crushes 
political dissent. 

1971 Mobutu changes the name of the country to Zaire . 

Under an Africanization Policy, all Zaireans are 

required to take on African names. Mobutu 

becomes Mobutu Sese Seko. 

1977 Exiled Katangans invade from Angola . Foreign 

countries, including the United States, send 

military and financial aid to support Mobutu . 

1990s Mobutu's power is threatened by a shaky 

economy, the end of US aid, rising political 
opposition , and strife between Hutu refugees 
from Rwanda and resident Tutsis . Mobutu is 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY I AUGUST 2002 

Congo n 
provide 
reconcili 
the peat 
and inC 

GO a: 
rehabilil 
tated by 
medical, 
and cou 
agencie! 
rial sup 
rebuild, 
clinics. 

Sup 
ows anc 
Other ar 
training 
reintegn 
iz.ationc 

Workin: 
Clyde . 
Connec 
is facin 
indeper 
para dig 
low in .c 

ReU 
are try[ 
level, cl 
cumstai 
new lifE 
process 
ethnic t 
new co1 

1997 

199& 



gent 
ient 
The 
I the 
The 
lUa] 

n a 
ncy 

the 
Jr/d 

the 
the 
Ill\· 

tis 
vas 
ent 
~ce 

1ill 
es· 
th-
' 
im 

:ch 
1g 
rh-
) 

ke 
en 
15, 

he 

e. 

Congo need to create special offices that 
provide service in the area of peace and 
reconciliation. Church participation in 
the peace discussions should continue 
and increase. The church and partner 
NGO agencies will participate in the 
rehabilitation of the population, ·devas
tated by four years of war, by providing 
medical, educational, and social services 
and counseling for trauma. In addition, 
agencies need to provide as much mate
rial support to families as possible and 
rebuild, restaff, and equip hospitals and 
clinics. 

Children of Mama Onema Orphanage act out the effects of war in a play they 
Support is especially needed for wid- wrote themselves . 

ows and orphans victimized by the war. 
Other areas that need assistance are education for adults, 
training for community-based health programs, the 
reintegration of child-soldiers into society, and the organ
ization of seminars on the HIV-AIDS crisis in Africa. 

Working for Peace 
Clyde Anderson, GBGM executive secretary for 
Connectional Relations in Africa, said the DR Congo 
is facing a "paradigm paralysis." After 40 years of 
independence from colonial powers, there exists no 
paradigm (model) for national or local leaders to fol
low in .order to forge peace. One must be created. 

Religious communities throughout the country 
are trying to do just that. Although at the grassroots 
level, church members are in pain and in difficult cir
cumstances, they are coming together to envision a 
new life for the DR Congo and search for a long-term 
process that will heal a shattered people. In place of 
ethnic tensions that cause resentment and violence, 
new conciliatory relationships must be formed . 

exposed for human-rights abuses and corruption 

and international pressure builds for his removal. 

Guerrilla leader Laurent Kabila , aided by other 

African countries, unites opposition forces to 

lead a rebellion . 

1997 Laurent Kabila 's forces take Kinshasa , the 

capital. Kabila declares himself head of state 

and changes the country's name back to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo. Mobutu 

dies in exile in Morocco. 

1998 Civil war rages between Kabila 's government, 

supported by troops from Angola, Zimbabwe, 

A major component for building the peace, 
according to Anderson, will be training the people in 
ways to facilitate reconciliation in their families, 
churches, and communities. Such ways include 
mediation, the use of restorative rather than retribu
tive justice as a model, and other nonviolent methods 
in circumstances that, in the present model, would 
erupt in violence. Churches are working behind the 
scenes to provide such training so the people of the 
Congo will support the peace process agreed on by 
the government and rebel leaders and allovv the 
seeds of peace to germinate. The support of churches 
outside the DR Congo and of the international 
community is greatly needed at this time to ensure 
success. 

Clyde Anderson is executive secretary for Connection.al 
Relations in Africa at the GBGM. Bishop Onema Fama, of 
The United Methodist Church in the DR Congo, is the vice 
chair of the Congo Peace Committee. 

and Namibia, and rebels backed by Rwanda 

and Uganda. 

1999 Lusaka Cease-fire Accord is signed . Rebels do not 

attend the accord . Rebels continue incursions deeper 

into the Congo. 

2001 Laurent Kabila is assassinated in Kinshasa . 

Joseph Kabila, Laurent's son, becomes acting 

leader of the DR Congo. 

2002 Rebel and government delegates try to end the 

conflict and form a new government at the 

Inter.Congolese peace talks in Sun City, South Africa . 
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Peace at Last: A New Age fo 
by Jose Quipungo and Gaspar Domingos 

"Peace is already a reality in our country. 
We are already living it." Marcela Sabrinho 

A
ngola has suffered many years since it gained 

independence from Portugal in 1975. The 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of 

Angola parhJ, backed by the Soviet Union and 
Cuba, became the country's ruling party after independ

ence. In a Cold War move, the United States and South 
Afr ica supported a rival party, the National Union for the 

Total Independence of Angola (UNJTA), led by Jonas 
Savimbi. The International participants provided arms for 

the warring parties, fu eling a bloody civil war. In 1992, 

Angola's first multiparty elections took place. Savimbi, who 
ran as the UNITA candidate, came in second. The election 

ended in bloodshed and another two years of combat ensued. 
In 1994, a cease-fire agreement was signed in Lusaka, 

Zambia, but UNITA rearmed and the civil war resumed 
in 1998. 

On February 22, 2002, Jonas Savimbi was killed in 
battle. His second-in-command, Antonio Dembo, was 

also reported dead. Government troops, encouraged by 

President Bush's remarks on ending terrorism, caused 
considerable damage to UNJTA . The rebels and their 
fa milies, isolated in rural areas, were ready to lay down 
their arms in return for basic necessities, such as food, 

shelter, and medical care. A new cease-fire agreement was 
signed on April 4, 2002, in Luanda. 

After nearly four decades of war, before and after 
independence, much of the country 's infrastructure is in 
ruins. Landmines have claimed thousands of lives and 
crippled many. More mines remain unexploded, laying 

waste to good farmland. Thousands of people from the 
countryside, especially in the conflicted northern and 
eastern areas, sought refuge in Luanda but were never 

really absorbed as workers. Now they must be resettled. ls 
this a real peace for Angola? New World Outlook asked 

United Methodist bishops Jose Quipungo and Gaspar 
Domingos for their thoughts 011 Angola's future. 

Central United Methodist Church in Mela11je, Angola. 

Bishop Jose Quipungo: This cease fire is completely 
different from any oth r in the past. It inspire much 
more confidence and certainty than previous agree
ments. Peace is here to stay. The reason for this i clear: 
one man, Jonas Savimbi, whose project was ontinu
ing this war, is dead . Those who stayed in the bush 
and fought besid him did so out of loyalty, but 
Savimbi wanted power at all costs. His followers did 
not necessarily agree with this ideology. Once he was 
killed, his followers were willing to adher to the 
Lusaka Peace Accord . 

Gaspar Domingos Jose Q11 ip11 11go 
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We are assured of this peace because tho e who 
had the guns in their hands stopped the fighting- not 
the diplomats, the politician , or the government offi
cials. Both ides, the rebels and the government fore s, 
immediately stopped the fighting. The agreements are 
so far being applied in full. The military officers of 
UNITA are corning out of the bush to the demobiliza
tion areas. 

There are two important ta ks 
that the government i undertak
ing right now. The first is to organ
ize camps for the rebels and their 
families who were isolated in the 
bush. The second task is to mobi
lize aU the resources necessary to 
provide the camps with food, 
shelter, and the basic supplie 
needed for decent living condi
tions. The United Nations will 
provide some humanitarian aid . 

There is an urgent need to 
return to normal life, but if the 
people expect too much and they 
do not receive the things they 
want quickly, there may be trou
ble. They want a home, a car, the 
material things they have gone without. Their wanting 
to "have" i much stronger than their knowing how to 
obtain what they want. We're hoping that the peace will 
allow people to reflect calmly- to learn a better way of 
life than the craziness that gripped u under the pretext 
of war. They need to acquire the nece ary skills for a 
trade, to work for what they want. 

" How did we find out about the peace? It was 
the night of February 22 . We heard a lot of shoot
ing; we thought, oh no, there is a new war break
ing out. But then my son-in-law called and said ' turn 
on the television .' There was a state communique: 
Jonas Savimbi was dead . The shooting we heard 
was people celebrating- just shooting up into the 
air. We knew at that moment, peace had come." 

- Dr. Luarinda Vidal Quipungo 

The church speaks for peace. We have always spo
ken for peace and reconciliation, but now our me age 
is urgent. Now that the war has stopped, there are no 
victors, no defeated. We all lost something. AU sides 
need to come together and work out the peace. 

Even before the peace accords were signed, there 
was a great celebration- a great festival atmosphere 

Worshipers gather for a Su11day morning celebration in the 
Quessua camp for displaced people. 

and a great sen of relief. People had ljved in ten ion 
and fear, and now they no longer have rea ons to be 
afraid . Everyone rai ed their hands to the ky and said: 
"This time God has heard us." In all the cities and in aU 
the villages, in every corner, people celebrat d with 
whatever they had. Some cried, others shout d- th ir 
behavior was unpredictable, a they had nev r f lt thi 
way before. 

For The United Methodi t Church in Angola, thi i 
a new moment. We are able to reach out into tho e cor
ner where we couldn't befor b cause it wa not safe. 
Where roads were de troy d w couldn' t travel. Now 
we can travel on foot, on bicycle, or by car to pread the 
Go pel to all comer . We hop to rehabilitate the facilitie 
that we lost-Que sua, N gaj , and many church . We 
hop to resume activitie in tho e areas of the north. 

We have whole gen rations today that hav b n 
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Children at the Quessua camp for displaced people. 

born and raised in a state of war-my colleague, Bishop 
Domingos, for example. This is the first time he has 
ever lived in a time of peace. 

We've always thought: "We, too, are sons and 
daughters of God." This war did not end simply 
because of the human efforts of a rebel leader and 
government officials. The common folk here believe 
that God has put an end to this war, not politicians, 
not the military, not the rebels. God has heard 
our prayer. A new situation, a delicate situation, has 
been created. 

The church will receive those who left. When they 
come back to the villages from the cities or from the 
bush (and they are coming back), they will have a home 
in the church. Although the church doesn't have the 
resources to help all the displaced people, it is doing 
what it can. Our churches are overflowing. Even before 
the war ended, our numbers were growing. The United 
Methodist Church strives to be a self-sustaining church, 
but with so many displaced people now returning with 
nothing, to nothing, we are in an odd situation. Instead 
of the members supporting the church, the members 
expect the church to support them. 

Bishop Gaspar Domingos: There is a great enthusi
asm right now among all the people concerning the 
peace process, especially in the churches. For so long, 
the church has pushed for dialogue between the 
rebels and the government. Congregation members 
would gather for prayer and fasting, praying for 
peace. We are happy that this turn of events has made 
a new dialogue possible. We have a lot of resources in 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Emergency and development aid is being provided 
to both East and West Angola Conferences. You 
may contribute through UMCOR Advance 
# l 05720-5 "Angola War Recovery." 

----------------------------------------------

the church that the country needs to build on this 
peace. 

We are pleased to see that the military took the first 
step in negotiation with the rebels. The people know 
that with the military behind it, the peace will stand. 
The church continues to push for the same commitment 
on the part of the politicians to make this peace work. 
And we insist that the dialogue needs to be more inclu
sive. We feel that all Angolans need to be involved in 
discussing what the state is planning in the long-term 
process for peace. 

We called upon the churches to hold a service of 
thanksgiving on May 4. We continue to focus on the · 
peace. It was very worthwhile for us to bend out knees 
and pray for peace because it has come about. The 
church is also collecting clothing and other goods to 
take to those who were living in the conflict zones. 

A year ago, we had just five young students who 
were studying to become pastors. We had one semi
nary professor who was also the theological school's 
dean. We had to close the seminary in Negaje because 
it was in a conflict zone in the northern part of the 
country. We have reopened the seminary this year in 
Luanda with 16 professors and 45 candidates for min
istry. We had to turn people away because so many 
wanted to apply. 

Our church has the human resources needed to 
spread the Gospel, but we lack material resources. The 

Quessua United Methodist Church, a gathering place for 
refugees from nearby camps. The interior has been looted and 
defaced and the roof is crumbling, but the faithful still gather. 
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Bishop Jose Quipungo dedicates a door for 
the new Women's Center in Melanje. 

infrastructure of the country was 
such that we could not train the peo
ple who were in the conflict zones, 
but the· people were willing. 

We have been asked how the 
international community should 
participate in this peace process. We 
appeal to those countries that 
accompanied us during the war, 
those who supported opposite sides 
of the conflict, to support us now in 
the peace process. We think that it is 
most important for the international 
community to listen to Angolans as 
we embark on this process. Do not 
bring us preconceived notions of 
how this process should work. It is 
not helpful to receive aid from those 
who bring their own agendas. Just 
listen to the Angolans; we can tell 
you our story. Angola must define 
for itself what these first steps 
toward peace will be. 

Bishops Josi Quipungo of the East 
Angola Conference and Gaspar 
Domingos of the West Angola 
Conference have served the episcopacy 
since 2000. 

Health and Women's Ministries in Angola 

Dr. Luarinda Vidal Quipungo 
is the chancellor of East Angola 
Conference's ministries with 
women, children, and youth, and 
also the director of the Health 
Department for The United 
Methodist Church in Angola. 
When she and Jose Qui pun go 
were first married, she had fin
ished the 6th grade level in her 
education. She took several years 
off when her first two children 
were born. Then she went back to 
school for a few years until the 
next two children were born. The 
Quipungos have six children. But 
Dr. Quipungo says her husband 
helped out with the family during 
her studies. Eventually she fin
ished high school, college, and 
finally medical school. 

Today she works for Angola's 
state health system in Melanje. In 
the mornings she works at the 
Central Hospital, but in the after
noons, she travels outside the city 
to provide care for the displaced 
people in outlying areas. In the 
East Angola Conference, the 8000-
acre Quessua mission station had 
provided a hospital, theological 
school, nurses' training center, and 
agricultural school, but all of it 
was destroyed in the war. Dr. 
Quipungo established a health 
post in the outlying area, using her 
own salary from the hospital in 
Melanje. She has built the post up 
little by little and now has a 6-bed 
facility and three nurses to assist 
her. She is the only doctor for miles 
around. The GBGM has provided 
medicine shipments to supple
ment what Dr. Quipungo pro
vides. 

"Now with the peace," notes 
Dr. Quipungo, "people are already 
returning to Quessua, expecting to 
find something there. People from 
50 or 60 kilometers away are com
ing, but my clinic is all there is. 
When I arrive in the afternoons, 

Marcela Sabrinho 

after working the morning 
in Melanje, there are 50 people 
waiting!"· 

Likewise, Marcela Sabrinho 
general director of women's min
istries for the West Angola 
Conference, says there is great 
need in the area of education for 
children and women of all ages. 
Because of the long-term fighting, 
many people in the rural areas 
could not attend school. Today, 50 
to 60 percent of the women in 
these areas cannot read or write. 
For the past 10 years, the women 
of the church in Luanda could not 
even visit the women in the outly
ing areas. The population was 
basically held captive. 

"Now we are free," says 
Sabrinho. "We can drive by car 300 
kilometers to the eastern confer
ence, whereas before, Bishop 
Quipungo had to fly in and out of 
Melanje to avoid the areas of con
flict. People are flooding back into 
our churches. We are working with 
the women to open new horizons 
in our church, and for the society as 
a whole. Now we can start visiting 
all our districts again." 

Dr. Laurinda Vidal Quipungo and 
Marcela Sabrinho represented Angola 
at the Women's Assembly in 
Philadelphia, April 2002. 
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Photos and story 
by Peter H0vring 

M
ore than 4 million peo
ple in southern Africa 
are threatened by seri
ous food shortages in 

2002 through 2003. The countries 
hardest hit are Malawi, Zambia, 
and Zimbabwe. But the food situa
tion is also precarious in Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Namibia, and 
Swaziland. The chief reasons for 
impending famine are prolonged 
dry spells, floods, and disputes 
over land in Zimbabwe. 

In Malawi, for example, the sta
ple crop is com (maize). According 
to a United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) 
report, com production is down by 
33 percent because of heavy rains 
and flooding. In late March, rain fell 
in the district around Phalombe, a 
small town in the southeast. The 
fields quickly sprouted green 
shoots. Normally, green means fer
tility, but looks are deceiving. The 
rains suddenly stopped in the mid
dle of the season; so did growth. 
Many cornstalks in the field turned 
brown before their time, yielding 
cobs only half their normal size. 
Other stalks produced no cobs at all. 

Consequently rural Malawians 

are experiencing hunger. Charles 
Macado, who oversees Mapira' s 
Maize Mill in the town of 
Phalombe, had to dismiss half his 
employees because of the famine. 
"Normally," he says, "we have up 
to 200 customers every day. Now 
the number has dropped alarming
ly to 40 or 50 a day. People have 
simply run out of maize. They are 
bringing smaller and smaller por
tions to the mills for grinding." 

Farmers in the village of Phaloni 
in the Phalombe district are eager to 
show visitors the kind of local weeds 
most of them are forced to eat to sup
plement their diminishing stock of 
com. The small seeds have very little 
nutritional value but help stave off 
hunger. 

Worse still, farmers are eating 
seed com before it matures, leaving 
none to plant for next year. In 
Phaloni, 15 to 20 people have died 
so far from hunger, most of them 
children and the elderly. Malawi 
has already reported hundreds of 
deaths from starvation throughout 
the country. Women and children 
in rural areas suffer the most. Many 
schools have closed because the 
children are too hungry and weak 
to attend. 

As corn supplies dwindle, 
demand rises. Com prices have 

Opposite: ACTIELDP officer Jacob 
Mtinji examines a cornfield. Above: 
Unloading ACTIELDP food-aid truck in 
Phalombe, Malawi. 

risen 300 percent since 2001. The 
Malawian government has 
declared a state of emergency to 
deal with the worst food shortage 
in 50 years and the prospect of a 
poor harvest next year. It estimates 
76 percent of the population will 
need food assistance in 2002 and 
2003. Malawi, like most other 
African countries, lacks foreign 
exchange to import enough food to 

UMCOR is asking for donations to the 
Africa Famine Relief and for Medicine 

Boxes to help alleviate suffering in south

ern Africa . UMCOR Advance channels 

allow l 00 percent of every gift to go 
directly to the relief work designated by 
the donor. Gifts to UMCOR Africa Famine 
Relief, Advance #101250-4 can be given 

directly to your local UMC with the 
Advance number noted on the check. 

Credit card donations can be made to 
UMCOR by calling 1-800-554-8583 . 

The specifics for making, packaging, 
and sending a Medicine Box are found at 

the following website: http:// gbgm

umc.org/ health/medbox/medhome.html 
or by calling the Health and Welfare 
office at the General Board of Global 

Ministries: 212-870-3683 . 
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Refugee stranded in Salima shows the 
yield of a poor harvest. 

meet the need. It has appealed to 
the international community for 
help to avert famine. 

The Evangelical Lutheran 
Development Programme (ELDP) 
has already started distributing food 
in some of the most seriously affect
ed areas. The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is 
asking for funds to help with relief 
efforts. UMCOR' s ecumenical part
ner, Action by Churches Together 
(ACT) has issued an appeal for $1 
million for famine relief. 

One day in Phaloni, people 
from eight surrounding villages 
who had already registered for 
food aid lined up at the Lutheran 
food distribution center for their 
share. They are among the few 
people left who are strong enough 
to carry food rations back to the 
1000 families in their villages. 
They receive cornmeal, beans (the 
chief source of protein), likuni 
phala (a highly nutritious food 
mix for children), and seed com. 
Rations are not enough to meet 
the demand. 

Zimbabwe's future also looks 
bleak. The 2001 com crop was down 
by 28 percent. Reserves have been 
depleted. Continuing struggles over 
land ownership have been partly to 
blame. Large commercial farms 
reduced production by 54 percent 
because of civil disruption. The gov
ernment planned to import 200,000 
tons of com but could afford to pay 
for only 10,000 tons. It has also 
applied for international aid. 

The situation is also serious in 
Zambia, which reports a poor cereal 
crop for 2001. Extremely high prices 
for cornmeal put it out of reach for 
most people. Zambia too has 
appealed for international aid for 
the 2 million people most affected. 

Peter Hevring is a reporter/photogra
pher for ACT International. Additional 
statistics for this article were taken 
from UNFAO and Reliefweb. 
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January-February 2002 Issue mission statements, identify com-
As retired Brazil missionaries, mon aims, and plan at least one 
Mary and I have been in Trinity event a year that the two groups 
UMC, Atlanta for 19 years. We have can carry out together. 
work among the homeless and I also feel strongly that there 
other poor and some are members should be an intentional 
of the congregation. Even so, I've church/UMW Sunday school con-
never made much headway in get- nection for mission education. 
ting New World Outlook subscrip- Church and UMW mission teams 
tions. We've used """"'"""!'.?nm\'~~ might work together to bring a 
stacks of the back missionary speaker to the church 
issues as samples, so each year. Pay special attention 
most of our folks at to opportunities for children to 
least know what it is. hear mission stories with a 

Now, with this, planned active response. 
the finest issue I can Encourage a yearly mission fair 
recall, and devoted as event for the whole c urch 
it is to mission plan- family. Read stories to children 
ning and so on, I want about children in other places. 
to try putting a copy in each of 25 Invite prayer for missionaries in the 
key households, handing them out church service and in Sunday 
individually in Church Council school. Encourage the use of the 
and committee meetings. We are in Prayer Calendars. 
a time of some crucial decisions in I think there is no such thing as 
the life of the church and I believe "doing too much" of this kind of 
that this issue, especially with its cooperative practice and education 
emphasis on electronic communi- for building and strengthening 
cation, will be seen as most useful mission involvement. Perhaps we 
to a number of folks. are way past the luxury of an "ours 

Parke Renshaw 
Decatur, Georgia 

I was wondering why you 
don't have more emphasis on 
needs in the United States, espe
cially of the Native Americans in 
Oklahoma, Arizona, and South 
Dakota. I have been on some of 
the reservations with no electricity 
or running water, where water is 
trucked in. They live in shacks 
and have land too poor to grow 
anything. We in this country have 
a lot of people who are living 
below the poverty line and it's 
getting worse, especially for 
children. 

Linda Clemons 
(via e-mail) 

A suggestion for the church 
and UMW mission work areas to 
share strengths: Make and share 

and theirs" mentality. 
The Rev. Shirley Davidson 
West New York Conference 

March-April 2002 Issue: 
"Restorative Justice" 

~ectO&', 
'/tla'i ot _l\\ctll1 

In the March- '{betodaY' ~";e o· 
April issue of New \1' ~a\t\e& ~ 
World Outlook on ~ tvJ"0"'~at ac a\\ 0 pe. \'l5t ?°" 
page 12 in regards vJ~\et'~ ot t~a1'11 
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to the article above in 'eted 'o'f t . •• at \\\i 
' ' l,lS ... t ! 

the section "The Way "-0 t, ' · I.et'~ 0 
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~e<J'O ~ · 
of the Cross" is a state- \t'd cot'~ d \t"e 

"E h )\'\'~ 'o\\l.l ment, ac person, \\\1'~\1'~ d ~ 
even an enemy, is a child ·"' "1' 

of a living, loving God." I disagree. 
I believe each person is born a child 
of God, but because of bad choices, 
no longer can enter His Kingdom. 
We can and should be missionaries 
as told to us in the Great 
Commandment. However, we 
must as a nation defend ourselves 

against terrorists who do not 
believe in God and try to punish us 
by the use of force. 

Una Couch 
Howell, Michigan 

Thank you for publishing the 
articles describing examples of 
restorative justice in the March
April issue. Restorative justice holds 
the promise of bridging the chasm 
between the secular goal of justice 
(as for example the second objective 
of the United States Constitution, 
"Establish Justice"), and Jesus' goal 
of reconciliation of humans with 
their Creator and with each other. I 
believe that Jesus clearly saw the 
inadequacy of secular justice and 
the necessity of forgiveness for 
achieving reconciliation in both rela
tionships. The reason for the inade
quacy of justice is that humans 
weigh justice on different scales 
based on personal experience and 
are in danger of causing harm in the 
pursuit of justice. Humans tend to 
resurrect the idols of terror and war 
in the pursuit of justice as described 
by David Wildman. 

Thank you for allowing Farid 
Esack to explain his concepts of 
how two great faiths may coexist. 
You are probably aware that he was 
interviewed by the editors of U.S. 
Catholic in their January issue. 

Edward Simons 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

Question of the Issue 

What kinds of new 
mission ministries would you 

like to see in The United 
Methodist Church? 

How to respond 
E-mail us at nwo@gbgm-umc.org 

Call us at: (212) 870-3765 
Write us at: New World Outlook 

475 Riverside Dr., Rm 1476 
New York, NY 10115 
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A New Quest for Partnership in 
Mission and Ministry 

Global Regional 
Gatherings 

by Youngsook Charlene Kang and John Nuessle 

Sunday worship at a church in Tonga during the Regional Gathering. 
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A 
communion service cel
ebrated with the flesh 
and juice of the coconut 
at the South Pacific 

Regional Gathering, held in Tonga 
in May 2001, made most partici
pants wipe away tears. This 
Eucharist service using the coconut 
tree as a symbol of the tree of life 
was an example of how the people 
of the South Pacific contextualized 
Christian theology. The celebrant, 
the Rev. Valamotu Palu, General 
Secretary of the Pacific Conference 
of Churches, beautifully wove the 
story of women and men of the 
Pacific through the story of the 
coconut. 

She poured coconut juice into a 

Statue of King Stephen the Great in 
Budapest's Trinity Square. King Stephen 
brought Christianity to Hungary. 

large kava bowl, which symbolizes 
a circle of community. Kava is a 
native fruit of the Pacific and people 
share their stories over a ceremoni
al bowl of kava. Palu blessed the 
elements of coconut flesh and juice. 
This ritualized service from an 
indigenous perspective reminded 
participants of the contextual 
"coconut theology" of Dr. Sione 
Havea from Tonga. He said: 
"When the coconut falls, it doesn' t 
stop where it falls, but rolls to the 
lowest level. And when it goes to 
the sea, it continues to fight against 
the current. It smells the land and it 
lands there and grows." As partici-

pants came forward to receive the 
elements, Palu told stories illustrat
ing this resiliency lived by the peo
ple of the Pacific. The worshipers 
were especially touched by the sto
ries of women. 

"To make juice, you have to 
crush the flesh," Palu explained. 
"That's sacrifice. Like the coconut, 
women may be crushed in society. 
But, when crushed, if they are put 
deep into the soil, the surrounding 
earth cannot keep or avoid the 
growth of the coconut and it breaks 
the ground-and that's resurrec
tion." Thus women's unique mis
sion stories creatively woven 
through this communion service 
using a kava bowl and kava cups 
reflected traditional stories of strug
gle and hope. 

Space for Mission 
The regional gathering in Tonga was 
the first of six gatherings planned for 
various parts of the world under the 
sponsorship of the General Board of 
Global Ministries (GBGM). Mission 
is an ever-evolving story of God's 
people everywhere. Participants in 
the regional gatherings are "tellers" 
of a new story. They peer deep into 
the contexts of their mission, their 
own people who are faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and relation
ships between the people and their 
churches to shape the context of 
their faith. Providing space for peo
ple to share stories and strategies 
through dialogue is an important 
part of the new vision of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

According to the Bible, God, an 
Ever-new One, gives new life and 
new vision to all children of God. 
Thus, with a keen sense of vision 
and clarity of purpose, the GBGM 
strives to open new horizons in 
working with its mission partners. 
Exploring new ways of doing mis
sion with partner churches is criti
cal because the sociopolitical con-

text of mission is ever-changing. A 
series of global regional gatherings 
is a response to a new quest for mis
sion strategies developed in vital 
relationship with partner church s. 

Regional Conversations 
The Global Regional Gatherings of 
Mission Leaders, under the overall 
theme "In Mission and Ministry 
Together," are being held in the 
Pacific Islands, Europe, La tin 
America and the Caribbean, Asia, 
Africa, and the United States. The 

View overlooking the parliament build
ing on the Danube River, Budapest. 
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Participants of the South Pacific Regional Gathering with the King of Tonga (seat
ed top row) at his house. 

gatherings are attended by leaders 
from the United Methodist central 
conferences and the autonomous 
churches that are in partnership 
with the GBGM. The style of the 
gatherings is conversational and 
encourages a multilevel dialogue 
on the issues and concerns of mis
sion and partnership ministry in 
the third millennium of 
Christianity. 

The impetus for these conver
sations began at the "In Mission 
and Ministry Together" confer
ence, which took place in Los 
Angeles, California, in February 
2000. The subsequent regional 
gatherings will continue the con
versations begun there, particular
ly centered on how the mission 
structures and programs of the 
global church move it into more 
meaningful partnerships and 
shared mission. In addition to sev
eral directors and staff members of 
the GBGM, participants in the 
meetings include leaders from 
each annual conference or 
autonomous church in the speci
fied region, and actively involve 
women and youth. The intent is to 
host events that allow conversa
tion rather than legislative or 
administrative decisions . The 
events generally last four days, 
with one day dedicated to work-

shops for women and youth. Prior 
to arrival, all participants are invit
ed to suggest topics and areas of 
discussion. 

The first of these gatherings 
was held in May 2001 in the island 
nation of Tonga in the South 
Pacific. The next gathering was 
held in Budapest, Hungary, in 
January 2002. 

The third event was held in 
May 2002 in Panama City, 
Panama, for the churches of the 
Latin American and Caribbean 
region. In January 2003, the 
fourth event, the Asian 
Gathering, will be held in Manila 
in the Philippines. The fifth event 
will take place in the United 
States following the Global 
Gathering in Birmingham, Ala
bama, in April 2003. The final 
event will be held in Africa in the 
fall of 2003. 

Gathering in the outh Pacific 
Each regional gathering is unique 
in the nature and content of its 
conversations. For instance, the 
discussions in Tonga, attended by 
repre entative from eight partner 
churches and the Pacific Confer
ence of Churches, were frank and 
friendly. This will perhaps be the 
least controver ial of the regional 
gatherings, in part becau this 
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area of the world has fewer GBGM 
missionaries and projects . The 
Pacific Islanders feel marginalized, 
perceiving that partner churches 
as well as secular and ecumenical 
development agencies are increas
ingly pulling back their services in 
the region. It is clear that those 
attending saw the gathering as a 
sign of hope. They look to the 
GBGM to increase its exposure 
and participation within the 
region. 

As a result of the regional 
gathering in Tonga, a new three
way partnership is already form
ing between the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of Tonga, the 
Methodist Church of Hong Kong, 
and the GBGM. The Tongan 
church observed recently that a 
number of immigrants have 
arrived from China. Recognizing 
that few Tongans are fluent in 
Chinese and that the immigrants 
have their own customs that 
Tongans do not always under
stand, the church leaders were at a 
loss to devise evangelism strate
gies for this new community in 
their midst. Where should they 
tum? At the gathering, they raised 
this question with GBGM staff. 
Conversations between the 
Methodist Church of Tonga and 
the Methodist Church of Hong 
Kong have begun and may re ult 
in a significant mission partner
ship that will bring the Gospel to 
an immigrant community in a new 
land. 

Gathering in Europe 
At the Budapest gathering, partici
pants shared experiences about 
the relations among church part
ner formerly eparated by the 
Iron Curtain. Churches of Ea tern 
and Western Europe differ igniii
cantly in term of their conte t for 
mission and mini try. Although 
the churche of Ea tern Europ are 
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in politically free settings now, 
they encounter difficult relations 
with various Eastern Orthod ox 
churches that claim the allegiance 
of the citizens of each country. In 
addition, they live under very dif
ficult economic conditions. 

Churches in Western European 
nations struggle with a very secular 
culture and small numbers of con
gregants. This situation makes it 
difficult to respond to the many 
needs of the region. Nevertheless, 
the Western European churches 
have active mission boards and 
contribute a great deal to their mis
sion enterprises, both in the region 
and around the world. New part
nerships among the churches are 
needed that are not only financially 
based, but spiritually based. One 
participant stated: " It is much easi
er to share money across borders 
than to share spirituality." The 
understanding is that we all must 
do more of the latter as well as the 
former. 

As ·a result of the European 
Gathering, the GBGM is making 
efforts to assist the Central 
Conference of Central and 
Southern Europe with pastors' 
salaries by attempting to address 
both immediate needs and long
term strategies. At the gathering, 
many delegates, including Bishop 
Heinrich Bolleter, who oversees 
the Central Conference, shared the 
difficulties that pastors in Eastern 
European countries are facing. 
Salary issues have become a criti
cal concern for United Methodist 
churches in Hungary, the Czech 
Republic, the Slovak Republic, 
Macedonia, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, 
and Poland. Minimum salaries 
vary from country to country, but 
they are extremely low throughout 
the region. For instance, pastors in 
Bulgaria receive $150.00 a month 
and often travel by donkey 
because they lack other means of 

A church in Budapest. 

transportation. 
When these countries gained 

their independence from the 
Soviet Union in 1990, many hoped 
that a large economic gap between 
Western Europe and the former 
Soviet satellite countries would 
close within a few years. 
Unfortunately, this has not hap
pened. Industry has broken down 
in many places. The unemploy
ment rate is very high. It has been 
discouraging for the new congre
gations to see their progress in giv
ing immediately swallowed up by 
increased inflation. 

The leadership of the Central 
Conference has been faithful to 
the 150 pastors in the area of the 
Eastern European countries, but 
is currently struggling to provide 
financial support. The United 
Methodist Church can celebrate 
the growth of United Methodist 
congregations in the area and the 
m any new humanitarian min
istries that have developed since 
1990. A main focus for United 
Methodists in Central and 
Southern Europe has always been 

to work with the poor, including 
the Romany people (Gypsies), 
immigran ts, and refugees . 
However, the churches need fur
ther denominational support for 
pasto rs in the region so that it can 
continue to fu lfill its mission and 
ministry in a fai th fu l way. 

Mission in the New Millennium 
The program of Global Regional 
Gatherings will continue to seek 
out and discern the various under
standings of partnership in this 
new millennium. One image of the 
desired partnership that emerged 
was that of "everyone paddling 
the canoe in the same direction so 
that we all get to the destination 
together." More communication 
and sharing of common goals and 
needs are called for among the 
national churches, as well as with 
partner churches. 

Seeking authentic partner
ship, the GBGM hopes that each 
regional ga thering will be, as 
Wilbert R. Shenk puts it, God's 
means of "carrying forward the 
work of God's redemption until it 
is completed in God's time." It 
also hopes that through these 
new global regional gatherings, 
participants w ill learn more of 
how to proclaim God 's Good 
News through word and deed in 
mission and ministry together. 
Mission is focused on the future. 
May we all embrace new mission 
opportunities as they con tinue to 
emerge and m ay we strive 
toward God 's future together. 

The Rev. Youngsook Charlene Kang 
is the deputy general secretary 
assigned to the areas of Mission 
Contexts and Relationships and 
Mission Education at the GBGM. 
The Rev. John Nuessle is the execu
tive secretary for Conference 
Relations in Mission Contexts and 
Relationships. 
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From South to North 

Brazil Sends Missionaries 
to the United States 

by German Acevedo-Delgado and Estevao dos Santos Canfield 

G
rowing numbers of 
Po rtu g u ese-s p eakin g 
people who have immi
grated to the United 

State present The United Methodist 
Chu rch wi th a new opportuni ty to 
be in mission . The Methodist 
Church of Brazil has been assisting 
The United Methodi t hurch to 
develop mjnistries with Brazilians 
who reside in the United States. The 
Greater New Jersey and New 
England conferences have taken the 

lead to begin new ministries and it is 
hoped that additional conference 
will soon follow. 

In 1992, the Northern New 
Jersey Annual Conference launched 
a con fe r ncewide congrega tional 
development tudy. The 1993 
Committe Report to the conference 
noted the pr sence of a significant 
Portuguese-speaking population in 
the Ironbound ection of Newark, 
New J r ey. The Iron.bound section, 
so named becau e it is surrounded 
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by railroad tracks and several major 
highways, include the eastern port 
area of Newark. Many Brazili ans 
have settled in the surrounding 
area of Elizabeth, Harri on, and 
Kearny. Among other thing , the 
report recommended the placement 
of a Portugu e- peaking mission
ary in the area. On behalf of the con
ference cabinet, Dr. Erne t S. Lyght, 
w ho was then a member of 
North m New Jer y onference, 
propo. d the opening of a new mi -
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sion to th neral Board of lobal 
Mini tri . 

Rep r ntative of the General 
Board of Global Min is tries, th 
Methodi t hurch of Brazil, and 
the former Northern New Jer ey 
Conferen e met on several occa
sions to d elop a plan. As a re ult 
of tho meetings, funds for an 
Int rna tional Per on in Mi sion 
wer provided to the North rn 
New J r ey onference to e ure 
the ervi of a pastor from the 
Methodi t hur h of Brazil. In 
1997, th churd1 in Brazil sent the 
Rev. Este ao S.. anfield, his wife 
Glaucia liveira, and their fa mily 
to New Jer ey. 

The mi sion w ith the 
Brazilian community over the las t 
five year has grown . In addition 
to his pas toral duties, Canfield 
now erve as a consultant for the 
development of new ministrie in 
the New England Conference. At 
the requ t of Bishop Alfred 
John on, who cu rrently lead the 
Gr a t r: New Jersey onference, 
the Methodist hurch of Brazil 
sent a e ond missionary family, 
the Rev. Jorge and Martha Cruz 
and th ir children, to work in 
Harri on, New Jersey. 

In 1999, the Boston area epi co
pal offi e created a Brazilian Ta k 
Force to explore the pos ibilities of 
de eloping Brazilian ministries 
in the New England Conferen e. 
The n ra l Board Global of 
Mini tri provided funding and 
staff a i tance to the New England 
Conference in its endeavor. The 
Methodist hurch of Brazil sent the 
Rev. Juarez Gonc;alves, his wife 
Clauri Mello, and their children to 
establi h a new ministry in New 
England. 

The Rev. German Acevedo-Delgado is 
the assistant general secretary for 
Connectional Relations in Mission 
Context and Relationships at the 
General Board of Global Minis tries. 

Brazilian Ministries 
in The United 

Methodist Church 
by Estevao dos Santos Canfield 

Building a Brazilian Christian 
fai th community in the United 

Sta tes is the work of God and 
h appens through H is Spirit. God 
speaks and Hi word prevai ls. In 
these few year here in the Uni ted 
States, we can see the power of 

od manifested in the crea tion 
and organization of new churches 
and m inis tr ies . Since North 
American churches have sent mis-
ionaries to Brazil for more than 

150 years, the time ha come for 
Brazi lians to contribute to the 
North American history of mis-
.ions by sendi ng missionaries 

back to the United Sta tes. 
If we con ider a broader vision 

of the Kingdom of God, we cannot 
limit our actions to encompass only 
Portuguese-speaking Brazilians. 
Our grandchildren will mo t prob
ably speak English and live as part 
of another cul ture. If we Limit our
selves to speaking only the 
Portuguese language while our 
descendan ts speak Engli h, we risk 
limiting our ministries to a small 
group, serving only one or two 
generations. We need to think of 
the Church a something that is 

Opposite page: Participants i11 a mar
ried couples retreat, Aldersgate Retreat 
Ce11ter, Newton, New Jersey. Above: 
Brazilian Ministries worship in 
Elizabeth, New jersey. 

broader- beyond our ethnicity, 
culture, and language--something 
global in cope. We hear the calling 
to become a part of the Grea t 
Commission of the Lord Jesus: "In 
J rusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the 
Earth." (Acts 1:8) These should be 
our frontiers. Human limitation 
should not create a barrier for God. 

Greater New Jersey Conference 
Currently, Brazilian Ministries con
nected to the General Board of 
Global Ministries consists of three 
fe llowships in northern New Jer ey: 
Elizabeth, Freehold, and Harrison. 

We have experien ed a multi
cu ltural church in which we feel 
the Spirit of God expressed in vari
ou color , races, language , and 
manners. Though we may have 
difference , God remains the am . 
He is the center, the reason for our 
existence, th reason for our faith, 
and our hop for justice and peace 
in a world that is suffering. 
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Church Activities in Elizabeth 
and Freehold 

Marriage Ministries (IMM). 
It has impacted millions of 
couples around the world. 
The Brazilian Ministries of 
Greater New Jersey is the 
first Portuguese-language 
group working with MMI 
in the United States. 

fun together in a healthy 
Christian spirit motivated 
by activities based on 
God's Word. Many Brazil
ian parents won' t send 
their children to school on 
Halloween, a day that 
sometimes results in 

Every year we have a party that 
encourages fellowship with the 
brothers and sisters of both the 
Portuguese-speaking and English
speaking communities. In this way, 
we try to attract people who do not 
yet belong to our church. This year 
the party was at Epworth United 
Methodist Church in Elizabeth. 
About 80 people attended. The hall 
was decorated for Valentine's Day 
by our youth. After dinner, singer 
Sergio Itaborai and our youth band 
performed. The karaoke contest 
was a big success. 

Every week we hold 
Bible study at members' 
houses. This is a way to 

Estevao dos Santos pranks and tricks. Thi 
Canfield ministry provided an alter-

In April of this year, Renaldo 
and Ana Azim, a couple from Brazil, 
met with about 20 other couples at 
Aldersgate Retreat Center in 
Newton, NJ. Out of this meeting we 
began Casados Para Sempre 
(Married Forever program). The 14-
week course is presently held at 
Epworth UMC for six couples and is 
led by a local couple, Sergio and 
Solange Itaborai. We intend to start a 
second program at the Freehold 
church this year. This program was 
developed by International 

help the spiritual growth of our 
members. It was a very difficult 
year for this nation and we have felt 
a great need for intercessory prayer 
to foster a more intimate relation
ship with the Lord. The church has 
sought the presence of God through 
prayer and fasting, holding prayer 
meetings in the early morning and 
at night. As a result of these prayer 
meetings, our work has been revi
talized, especially at the church in 
Elizabeth. 

The Brazilian church has strong 
youth groups and our church here 
in the United States is also forming 
a strong and active youth move
ment. On Halloween, the youth 
group held a party for about 20 chil
dren at Epworth UMC. They had 

New Life at Epworth UMC 

I thank God each day for the Brazilian Ministry. I om grateful for the new 
life and enthusiasm in this church and its community. Our joint worsh ip 

ventures have blessed us all, and it is heartening to see the positive impact 
this ministry has had in uch a short time. 

I never cease to be amazed by Pastor Canfield 's creativity and his pas
sion for doing God's work with Brazilians and others living in th is country. 
In birthing this new congregation, he has brought a host of people to a sav
ing knowledge of Jesus Christ and touched so many lives in the process. 

I am particularly thankful that so many of our newest members from the 
Brazil ian congregation have answered the call to serve in various offices 
of the church . Previously, Epworth had a few faithful people who had to 
wear many hats to see that the work of the church was done. It is an answer 
to prayer that we now have enthusiastic, capable, and committed church 
members to share in the many tasks of ministry. The Brazilian M inistry has 
served as a catalyst for new birth and regeneration at Epworth . 

Dan Casselberry, pastor, Epworth 
Un ited Methodist Church, Elizabeth, New Jersey 
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native to the American 
custom and launched a children's 
ministry called "Holy Wind." 

In October of 2001, the youth of 
our church conducted a service in 
English for both the English-speak
ing and Portuguese-speaking con
gregations at Epworth UMC. 
Carolina Kozar led the service and 
Ricardo _Canfield gave the sermon 
that morning. The praise time was 
led by Fernando Oliveira Jr., trans
lated by Leticia Ataide. The energy 
of the Brazilian youth impressed the 
American congregation. After the 
service, lunch was served for both 
congregations. 

The Freehold Church initiated a 
new program called "Autumn 
Family." About 100 Brazilians 
attended this October event at the 
United Methodist Church in 
Freehold. The first part of the event 
offered musical presentations, the
atrical piece , and poetry. 
Afterward a deliciou dinner was 
served. A group led by Dora Iecker 
presented a drama about different 
aspects of life for immigrant fami
lies in America today. 

Every year, the member of the 
various church of the Brazilian 
Ministries celebrate Thanksgiving 
together. It provide piri tual and 
social nurture. Thi year the fe tivi
ties, which were held in Elizabeth, 
drew more people than e p cted. 
The party featured a devotion, the
atrical pieces, mu ic, a lot of food, 
and a lot of happine 

Brazilian Press 
In 1997, the mi ion tarted a 

I ortuguese 
tter serYE 
. Canfiel1 
egree in J 

aper's foi 
available 

tates. Wi 
I razilian ~ 

I eiical mi 
out its,,, 

ach mont 
ntono· 

New Mi 
he Rev.Jc 
e BennE 
eiro, Br 

tates. 
Today, 

erona, 
way fron 

The Gen 
salary p 
Brazil pi 
The can 
organiz1 

loc( 
Brazilia1 

can be 
corner v 
on to~ 1 
...... 



lil a he 
it moti l 

based 1 
v!any B 
won't 
to scho n 
I day 
results n 
tricks. 
ied an 
' Arne n 
a chi! s 
ll'ind." 
the yo 1f 

a servi n 
glish-s 
eaking t· 

rth 

ra Jr., ;. 
Thee )' 
.presse .e 
. Afte e 
2d for h 

1 initia a 
"Au n 
Braz· ts 

vent a 1e 
:hurch n 
,f the it 
itions, ~ 

p Y· 

!inner 1 

)ora I ~r 

1t cliff 1t 
]-

g 
d 
1-

1, 

ex l 

otion ~ 

Jt of i, 

start a 

Portugu -language new paper to 
bett rs rve the Brazilian communi
ty. anfield, who has a graduate 
degr e in journalism, is one of the 
paper' founders. The Brazilian Press 
i a ailable in 10 states in the Uni ted 
Stat s. With this newspaper, the 
Brazilian Mini trie tran rnits evan
g Ii al material and information 
about it work, saving about $1000 
ach month that would have been 
p nt on other mailings. 

A New Mission in Harrison 
The Rev. Jorge Cruz graduated from 
the Bennett Seminary in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, and began his min
i try in the First Ecclesiastical 
Region. He erved seven charge in 
Brazil before coming to the United 

Members of the Brazilian you th group of Freehold, New jersey. 

tates. 
Today, the Cruz family lives in 

Verona, New Jersey, a few minutes 
away from Harrison. Martha Cruz 
i a mu ician with an arts diploma 
from the University Estacio de Sa, in 
Rio d Janeiro. She leads the praise 
and wor hip ministry for the 
church. Their daughter Sarah is in 
the ighth grade at Verona Middle 
chool. 

Th United M thodist Church 
of Harri on, where the Rev. Jorge 
Cruz works, is a few minutes away 
from th New York train that travels 
between the cities of Newark and 
Kearny. Hundreds of Brazilians 

pass through these areas. It is an 
excellent spot to establish a ministry 
of evangelization. 

Brazilians in the New England 
Conference 
In July 2001, the first members of 
the Brazilian Ministry in New 
England were received, another 
landmark for the Brazilian 
Ministries in the United States. This 
small community has grown each 
year. Bible Study ha been a deter
mining factor for its qualitative and 
quantitative grow th. 

According to the estimates of 
the General Consulate of Brazil, 
there are about 300,000 Brazilians 
living in the metr politan area of 
Boston. Many Brazilians in that area 

__ HOW TO GET INYOLVED.------ --.::.:;jjji .. 
·--------------------------------------------------------·-------· 

Supporting Brazilian Ministries 

The General Board Global of Ministries covers a significant portion of the 
• salary packages for the Brazil ian missionaries. The Method ist Church in 

Brazi l provides human resources and travel expenses to the Un ited States. 
The conferences involved in the mission provide significant funding and 
organ izational support for the ministries. 

Local churches and individuals can contribute to the growth of the new 
' Brazilian Ministries by supporting Advance Special #982095-5 . Checks 

can be made out to your local church and marked in the lower-left-hand 
corner wi th the Advance number. The church treasurer should then send it 
on to the conference to send to the Advance. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

were members of the Methodist 
Church in Brazil. Spiritual support 
is not the only kind of support that 
the Brazilians in the United States 
need; they need emotional and 
social support, a fact observed by 
the Brazilian government. In the 
Boston region, there are tens of 
churches with services in 
Portuguese that convey the sponta
neous and warm style that is a 
strong characteristic of the Latin 
American culture. 

About 50 people actively parti
cipate in the regular activities of the 
Brazilian Ministry at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Malden. As of 
January 2002 the ministry received 
27 new members. In less than a year, 
the minis try has been growing 
quickly and has a vision to expand 
in the near fu ture. 

A new mission ministry has 
opened in the city of Framingham, 
Massachuse tts, an average-sized 
city located south of Boston. This 
city has the greatest concentration 
of Brazilians in the United States 
who comprise about 60 percent of 
the population. The Brazilian 
Ministry has ample opportunity to 
grow in the coming years. 

The Rev. Esteviio dos Santos Canfield is 
a GBGM missionary and a pastor of the 
Methodist Church of Brazil. 
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The Church in the Midst of Economic 
and Political Crisis 

Latin America and the Caribbean 

T 
he financial crisis that has 
gripped Latin America and 
the Caribbean since 1975 is 
the result of a number of 

factors that have come together at 
this time in history. 

The first factor is the phenom
enon of great concentrations of 
power. Humanity today, in many 
ways, is more powerful than it has 
ever been. Our economic, military, 
technological, and scientific power 
today is greater than it has ever 
been in history. These concentra
tions of power have profoundly 
affected civilization. We know that 
power can be dangerous. From the 
biblical and theological point of 

by Aldo E tchegoyen 

view, we understand that power is 
to be used in the service of life. If 
power is used in the service of 
other interests, however, it des
troys life. Concentrated power 
walks down a path that is beset by 
corruption. 

The second factor that has hit 
Latin America hard is globalization. 
Globalization means replacing our 
regional market, political, and cul
tural systems with a worldwide sys
tem. In this case, the Western sys
tems prevail. Globalization is not 
new. A few years ago, when I was in 
Cuba, Fidel Castro pointed out that 
globalization began for us with 
Christopher Columbus and the con-
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quest of what is now Latin America. 
What is new about globalization 
today is its use of these concentra
tions of Western power to achieve 
global domination. Without a doubt, 
after the terrorist attacks on the 
United States on September 11, 2001, 
the pace of events is speeding up. 
The issue of how we should use 
power is at the forefront. Some Latin 
American commentators now say 
that the globalization process is giv
ing way to an "Americanization" 
process, in which the United States 
becomes the foremost world power 
above all others. 

A third factor that is affecting 
Latin America is a growing tension 
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within the West betw en the 
United tat s and Europe. Th 
Euro, th n w common currency in 
Europ , wa not created by acci
d nt. Europe's common curr ncy 
and unit d market were er ated to 
stand up to the US dollar. During 
the old War years, we saw great 
ten ion between the West rn and 
Eastern countries, but the e ten-
ions have now subsided. We, a 

Latin Americans, see the tensions 
b tw en North and South, but we 
al o e a rising tension within the 
Western world . 

A fourth factor that has had 
profound ignificance for Latin 
America and the Caribbean is the 
spread of the · capitalist free-mark t 
sy t m. This system is a factory for 
poverty. The economic rights of the 
free marketplace today are consid
ered more important than the 
human rights of individuals. Latin 
Am rican and Caribbean countries 
ar rapidly deteriorating as a result 
of unemployment, the devaluation 
of work rs, and the spread of 
poverty. 

If we look at Latin America and 
the Carrib an, we see a very rich 
region. The wealth of natural 
re ources-minerals, lumber, petro
leum, and agricultural products-is 
extraordinary. Yet 50 percent of the 
population lives in severe poverty. 
Half of all those who die in Latin 
America are children under the age 
of five. This disparity is a remark
able contradiction. 

Within this context of poverty 
we e that wealth is concentrated 
in the hands of a few powerful 
monopolies. Most of the e are 
international. When we speak of 
poverty in Latin America, if we do 
not al o peak of wealth, we are 
con id ring only half the problem. 
Th decisions that produce extreme 
poverty for so many are not coming 
from the people of poor countries 
but from these monopolies and 
other ternal institutions, such 
a the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Economics and the Military 
In 1973, a calculated program 
of military domination b gan 
in Latin America that at one 
point occupied almo tall "the 
countries of the contin nt. 
This military proce pro
duced more than 200,000 dis
appeared on the continent. 
But at its heart, thi milita
rization was really an eco
nomic process. International 
economic forces supported 
the military governments 
and used the situation to gen
erate a process of economic 
dependence. This dependen
cy was created by and is now 
maintained through the for
eign debt. Foreign debts are 
unpayable, immoral, inhu
man, and unjust. Many Latin 
Americans believe that debt 
dependency is a carefully 
planned process enacted by 
international forces. 

In 1975, Latin American 
and Caribbean countries had 

Opposite: Demonstrators outside a resort where 
form er Argentine President Adolfo Rodriguez Saa 
met with provincial governors to formulate an eco
nomic recovery plan. Above: Argentines in 
Buenos Aires protes t a banking freeze that limits 
cash withdrawals. 

a foreign debt that totaled $69 
billion. From 1975 to 1998, we paid 
in service to the debt $795 billion in 
interest. By the end of 1998, we 
owed $660 billion. 

For example, Argentina today is 
paying $35,000 per minute just in 
interest on the foreign debt. Rough 
figures from all the other Latin 
American and Caribb an countries 
indicate the region is paying $200,000 
per minute in interest. For the church, 
this insurmounta le d bt is not just a 
problem of economic , it is a problem 
of theology. Because the debt pro
duces poverty that cau es the deteri
oration of human life, it has every
thing to do with God, the churche , 
and our mission. 

Let us suppose that a miracle 
occurs and that the powerful insti
tutions of the world forgive all the 
foreign debt in Latin America. That 
would not be enough to solve the 
problem because oth r conomic 
factors contribute to and maintain 
the debt process. The international 
exchange laws and regulations are 

unfavorable to Latin America and 
the Caribbean. The only way for us 
to exchange our mon y for foreign 
currency is to exchange it first for 
US dollars before we can exchange 
to any other currency. 

Another factor that contributes 
to the forei gn debt i the low prices 
that are paid for our raw materials. 
The prices are c ntrolled by the 
international monopolies and trust 
groups. If the price for some raw 
materials rises, then the United 
States provides subsidies to its 
farmers to drive the price down. 
Therefore, the prices for our raw 
materials reach a certain ceiling. 

A third factor is the high cost of 
borrowing money. Argentina and 
other countries must continually 
ask for loans to pay off the interest 
on their foreign debts. These new 
loans do not cover the principal of 
the old debt, and they carry high 
inter st rate themselves. The bur
den i incredible, and the debtor 
countries have no way to catch up. 
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The Economic Crisis in Argentina 
Argentina has suffered greatly from 
this economic plight. Despite the 
dangers of violence in response to 
this dire situation, I do not think we 
are on the brink of civil war. From 
1976 to 1983, Argentina was ruled 
by the military, and the people 
endured what the military called 
"The Dirty War." More than 30,000 
people disappeared. Even today, the 
family members have no idea what 
happened to them. The goods and 
properties of the individuals disap
peared as well. The military would 
arrest people, take them away, and 
then strip all of their possessions: 
the money, the cars, the television, 
the house, everything. It is impossi
ble to calculate the value of what 
was lost. 

More than 500 children disap
peared and their identities were 
lost. They would cease being part 
of a family and would show up in 
other families. The armed forces 
say they don't have any informa
tion about the disappeared. That 
was a very violent time in our 
country. We do not wish to repeat 
that history. 

In 1983, Argentina returned to 
civilian rule. In 1989, the govern
ment of President Carlos Saul 
Menem began measures to stabilize 

Delia Sanchez, a Posadas Hospital nurse, 
demonstra ting at a protes t against salary 
reduction for state workers in Haedo. 

the economy. His administration 
reduced government spending, 
established parity between the peso 
and the US dollar, and sold all the 
state-owned enterprises-electric, 
water, telephone, gas, and the air
lines-mostly to private European 
companies, for $30 billion. Yet, at 
the same time, the foreign debt 
grew by $11 billion. 

Still, Argentina could not pay 
its foreign debt. We were asking 
help from the IMF and aid from the 
United States. Money that came to 
us from the United States w as 
channeled back out to pay debts to 
European concerns. During this lat-

est crisis, as default on the debt 
payment loomed and Argentina 
considered devaluing its currency, 
the European interests pressed 
Argentina to make harsh agree
ments to maintain the parity of the 
peso and the dollar. The European 
companies were in danger of going 
bankrupt. 

I believe that the United States 
allowed Argentina to fall in a power 
move against Europe. The IMF and 
the World Bank cut the funds off all 
at once, Argentina defaulted on the 
debt, and the peso collapsed, caus
ing tremendous economic deteriora
tion. I believe that the United States 
plans to "dollarize" all of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, to have 
one currency in the Western 
Hemisphere to stand up to the Euro. 
Ecuador, for example, no longer 
uses its own currency; it uses the US 
dollar. Venezuela is considering a 
dollar currency as well. 

In Argentina, we fell into a trap 
with the banks because we deposit
ed dollars, believing they were the 
stronger currency. Now we cannot 
retrieve our dollars. The protests, 
beating pots and pans on the 
streets, is a demand for our dollars. 
Yet, if the restrictions were lifted, 
there would be a run on _the banks, 
and the whole banking industry 
would collapse. 

Timeline: Argentina's Crisis 
1946-1955 Presidency of Juan Domingo Pe..On 

With support of the unions, Peron declares a 

state of civil war, and nationalizes foreign 

Peron is vice president and succeeds him as 

president after his death in 197 4 . 

trade, the banks, railway, gas, and telephones. 

He organizes workers in national confederations 

with which he negotiates economic and social 

policy. His first wife, Eva (Evita), is instrumental 

as a liaison with the workers and is largely 

responsible for giving women the vote in 1947. 

1955-1973 A series of military dictatorships Peron is 

ousted in a coup and forced into exile. Peronism 

is banned. 

1973-1976 Return and re-election of Pe..On Peron 's 
third w ife, Maria Estela (Isabelita) Martinez 

1976-1983 The 11Dirty War11 A military coup removes 

Isabelita Peron . To counter riots, General Jorge 

Videla suspends all civil liberties and imposes 

a reign of terror in a cycle of kidnapping, 

torture, betrayal, and murder. The fate of 

thousands of the "disappeared" is still 

unknown today. 

1989-1999 The presidency of Carlos Saul Menem 
Menem, though a Peronist, sells state-owned 

utilities and companies to private, mostly 

European, interests. Despite constant accusations 
of scandal, Menem achieves some economic 
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I 
General 

IS and im 
idnopping, 

~e fo.te of I 
I is still 

ming ogether for Ju tice 
rg ntin peopl ' r a tion 

to thi n i ha b en v ry coura
g u . Wh n the go ernm nt f 
Pr id nt Fernando d e la Rua 
tri d l impo e a tate of ieg , 
p pl pontaneously came out to 
th tre t beating their pot and 
pan and marching down to th 
main quar to the presid ntial 
pala . Following thi social out
bur t, p ople ha be n meeting 
in I al mblie . Toda you can 

e 1ti.zens gathering for w kly 
m tings to di cu s the prob! ms 
of th ountry and their n ighbor
h od and to look for olution . 

h c sembli ar like new ec-
ular hurche looking for a n w 

with ju tic and ocial 

lo al assemblie ar mak
r cl ar that Argentina 

change the way politic i 
d n . W ne d to clean out cor
ruption fr m the country and w 
n d gr ater participation by the 
p pie. 

At th ame time, the p ple are 
uff ring th · olen e of economic 

injusti . To have money in the bank 
th t u ar forbidden to withdraw, 

en to pa your doctor or to buy a 
h u , i a form of violenc . Th 
banks ha e, in effect, appropriated 
th g d of th peopl . 

CIEMAL Speak Out 
In 19 5, the M th di t ouncil of 
Bi hop in L tin m ri a and the 

aribb an ( I MAL) met in 
Bu nos Aire and publi hed a r v
olutionary document about the 
foreign debt. !EMAL aid that 
the debt is th r ult of an unjust 
conomic y tern. There are I gal 

debts and ill gal debts . Mo t 
Latin American debt ar illegal 
debts that wer incurr d by mili
tary government that took p wer 
without the con ent of th people. 
The debtor countri hav the 
legal responsibility to repay legiti
mate debt . But w al o have th 
right to resist paying illegitimate 
debt. Since 1985, thi document 
ha b come quite ignificant. 

Be ides denouncing the itua
tion, the churches respond to th 
human problem that the debt cre
ates. We have to tand with th 
p ople in defense of th ir human 
rights. More and more, defending 
people' human rights mean 
defending economic rights-de
fending their right to exi t. Thi 
mi sion place a tr m ndou chal-
1 nge b fore us. 

In Argentina, many people ar 
now unemployed. The Methodi t 
Church is made up of 98 p r ent 
worker , hou ewiv , youth, chil
dren, teachers, the retired, and th 

un mpl yed. nly 2 p rcent ar 
mall bu in 1 ad r or prof -

sional . Mo t of our memb r have 
b n directly affe ted by the eco
nomic vents. B cau e o many 
hav lo t their jobs, our church is 
finding it difficult to pay the 
salarie f pa tor and the co ts of 
church program . 

The situation i not easy. 
Neverth 1 ss, we do not top talk
ing about hope. From the biblical 
and th ological point of view, the 
word of hope should n ver cease 
to b offered. This i not a light 
hope, but a hope ba d on the 
mis ion of the church. We are to 
provide pa toral accompaniment, 
to be with the people, to partici
pate and share their reality. This, 
in itself, i a ign of hop . It is not 
a Kingdom of God that is corning 
by and by, but in the here and the 
now. From here and now we will 
ee what we can do, constantly 

performing acts of hope. 

Aldo Etchegoyen, Bishop Emeritus 
of the Evangelical Methodist Church 
in Argentina, presently serves as 
the general ecretary of CI EMAL 
mid on the central committee of the 
World Council of Churches. He is 
the co-president of the Permanent 
Assembly for Human Rights in 
Argentina. 

stability with the help of economy minister 

Domingo Cavallo. The Convertibility Plan 

drastically reduces public spending and 

establishes parity between. the dollar and a 

new peso. Yet Argentina 's foreign debt grows 

astronomically throughout the 1990s. 

Argentina 's depleted currency and stove 

off the default on the foreign debt. In December, 

the IMF cuts off aid to Argentina . Foreign debt 

now tops $155 billion . The government declares 

a state of siege as thousands of unemployed 

workers ransack supermarkets, demanding food 

and de la Ruo 's resignation. 
1999-2001 Presidency of Fernando de la Roo 

Attacking Menem for graft, corruption, and theft, 

de lo Rua campaigns for reform. Argentina 

receives $40 billion from the IMF to prevent 

default on its foreign debt but is required to 

adopt a $938 million austerity plan . Unionists 

and other protesters block highways, shut banks, 

and march on congress to protest. In August of 

200 l , the IMF adds another $8 billion to boost 

2001-2002 Five presidents in 14 days De lo 

Rua is outsed, followed by Romon Puerto, 

Adolfo Rodriguez So6, Eduardo Camano, and 

finally Eduardo Duholde. Argentina devalues the 

peso and defaults on its foreign debt payments. 

Unemployment is rampant, the government 

intervenes to prevent the collapse of the banks, 

and many thousands of people leave the country. 
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Two COPPER Co1Ns 
She Gave Out of Her Abundance 

by Doris Gidney and Nan McCurdy 

What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, a11d to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 
(Micah 6:8) 

A
dd the nam of Lois Anne 
(Sandy) Kemp to the ever
growing list of courageous 
women who lived their 

lives in a daring, loving, and stub
born way. Like these women, 
Kemp wanted to how that she 
wor hiped a God who blesses the 
poor and warns the rich in a world 
that does just the opposite. At her 
memorial ervice in March 2000, 
her pastor aid, "God u ed Sandy 
to show us the way that God most 
often works in the world." 

Sandy Kemp liv d simply and 
used her life to promote human 
rights and educate people about 
injustice. Her good deed didn't 
end when she died bu t ar palpable 
in life-giving projects in Nicaragua. 
She made careful plan to leave her 
esta te to two organizations she 
tru ted: the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
and the Quixote Center, a Catholic 
organization. They both upport 
development work in Nicaragua, a 
country sh visited many times. 

Mission Beginnings 
Sandy Kemp' deep cone m for the 
unfortunate and h r fa cination 
with people around h r wer root
ed in her own per onal hi tory. 
Born in 1927, he grew up on a Lois (Sa11dy) Ke111p 
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~s 
Methodist m1ss10n station in 
Angola during years when the 
Portuguese government regulated 
all Angolan affairs for the benefit of 
the colonial masters. Her parents 
w re well educated and dedicated 
their Jives and skills to providing 
medical, educational, and spiritual 
ervices to the people of Angola. 

Alexander Hershman Kemp, her 
father, was the mission hospital's 
physician, as well as the construc
tion supervisor, livestock and agri
cultural manager, and district 
superintendent for the Angolan 
district. Her mother, Winifred 
Grenell Farmer Kemp, home
schooled her daughters and other 
missionary children and later 
became principal of the mission's 
school for boys. 

Formal education was very 
important to Sandy Kemp. She 
attended the mission school and 
passed the grueling written and 
oral examinations that marked the 
end of Portuguese primary educa
tion. When her family returned to 
the United States for a much
delayed furlough in 1945, Kemp 
enrolled at Allegheny College in 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, accepted 
on the basis of her father's and her 
oldest sister's records at that 
school. Two years later, she trans
ferred to Middlebury College in 
Vermont, graduating in 1949 with a 
B.A. cum laude and a major in 
Spanish. From there she went to the 
University of Denver to study 
international relations. Awarded a 
Fulbright grant, she traveled to 
Belgium to study at the University 
of Louvain. Returning to the 
United States in 1956, she contin
ued her studies, earning her Ph.D. 
in Spanish from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. 

Spanish as a Vehicle 
Kemp began her teaching career in 
1972 as a Spanish instructor at the 
Presbyterian-founded Davidson 

These oxen were a loan to a family in the village of La California. 

College in North Carolina, a year 
before the all-male school was 
opened to women. She became the 
first woman to chair an academic 
department and was granted a full 
professorship in 1985. 

For Kemp, the study of 
Spanish was more than learning to 
read and speak the language. It was 
a doorway to learning about other 
people and their cultures. In 1975, 
she initiated Davidson College's 
first Spring Term Program in Spain. 
She served as her own program 
director, creating courses in con
temporary culture, the daily press, 
and the arts, with a strong empha
sis on theater. Throughout her 
teaching career, Kemp, in her own 
words, "entwined Spanish as a lan
guage with Spanish as a vehicle for 
international relations," seeking 
to blend the arts and social sciences 
into languag and literature 
courses. 

Kemp went to Nicaragua with 
a Witness for Peace delegation in 
1986, a trip that profoundly refo
cused her life. It was as though all 
her previous experiences were 
aimed at preparing her for the 
moment when she crossed the 
threshold of Central America. 
Witness for Peace brought North 
Americans to Nicaragua to be in 
solidarity with the victims of their 
own government' s oppression. 
These weeks in Nicaragua gave 

Kemp a firsthand look at what was 
happening and a challenge to 
determine what her future role 
might be. She was inspired to 
change her focus from Spain to 
Central America. 

In the years that followed, 
Kemp organized and directed 
annual noncredit tours for students 
and other interested persons. 
Instead of academic credits, the stu
dents experienced firsthand a cul
ture very different from their own. 
They lived with Central American 
families, studying and practicing 
Spanish. Then they joined in ongo
ing grassroots work projects such 
as building efficient wood-burning 
stoves, latrines, school desks, or 
even houses designed to enable the 
poor to help themselves. The stu
dents met with church members, 
health workers, educators, commu
nity leaders, and others who were 
engaged in improving the living 
conditions of the poor. Kemp also 
was introduced to the work being 
done by UMCOR in Central 
America through Habitat for 
Humanity and the work of United 
Methodist missionaries. 

On trips to Nicaragua, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, and Cuba, 
Kemp was committed to educating 
Americans about issues in social jus
tice. She visited projects that devel
oped potable water, housing, child 
welfare, reforestation, agriculture, 
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pastoral education, vocational 
schools, day-care centers, women's 
rights, and ecotourism. She talked 
with many people who shared her 
interest in issues that dealt with 
human rights, justice, and poverty. 

As a member of the Davidson 
United Methodist Church, Kemp 
served on the mission budget 
committee, always trying to keep 
concerns for the needy of the 
world before the members of this 
growing, affluent congregation. 
She challenged her Shalom 
Sunday-school class to study 
issues of justice and peacemaking. 
She spent nights at the church 
when it hosted homeless people 
from Charlotte, drawing from 
them the stories of why they had 
no permanent home. Why, she 
wondered, can't a wealthy nation 
find ways to prevent homeless
ness in the first place? 

The Legacy 
After Kemp's death from a stroke 
on March 30, 2000, at age 72, her 
family and friends took a memorial 
journey to Nicaragua. They wanted 
to meet the people and see the proj
ects that benefited from the grants 
made through UMCOR. They 
also wanted to understand why 
Nicaragua's light shown so bright
ly for Sandy. 

The trip was funded by the 
North Carolina United Methodist 
Foundation, which had managed 
Kemp's charitable uni trust. It was 
organized by Kemp's younger sis
ter, Martha Kemp McKnight, who 
had been a missionary for 17 years 

Top: Porfirio Hernandez, member of the 
Ervin Ruiz Perez Cooperative in 
Ticuantepe, in the co-op's pineapple field. 
Above: Children of the Healea, Nicaragua, 
community organizing project. 

in South Africa with her husband, 
Ted, a United Methodist pastor. 
Today Martha volunteers at a child
care center, a nursing home, and 
libraries, and Ted advises a high 
school mediation program. Also on 
the trip was Kemp's older sister, 
Grace Kemp Harris, who helped 
found Habitat for Humanity in 
Spokane, Washington, and was 
nutrition coordinator for the 
Headstart program in Ventura 
County, California. These family 
members were joined by Doris 
Gidney, a consultant to the GBGM, 
who had helped Kemp plan her 
dream of leaving her estate to 
Nicaragua's poor. The youngest 
traveler was Kathy McKnight, 
Martha and Ted's daughter, who 
had picked coffee with other 
Christian youth to help the 
Nicaraguan farmers during the 
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Sandinista Revolution in 1983. 
Kathy teaches Spanish at the 
University of New Mexico in 
Albuquerque. She skillfully inter
preted for the group and plans to 
take students to Central America in 
the future. 

The group visited multiple 
projects and programs of 
UMCOR' s ecumenical partners in 
Nicaragua. Some of the projects 
were designed to empower women 
in the area of human rights. In San 
Francisco Libre, we met Minerva 
Salmeron and Maria Felix Arauz, 
who work through the Women and 
Community Association to defend 
impoverished women against 
domestic and sexual violence. They 
humbly described their advocacy: 
"We let them know that God 
doesn't want them to be abused. 
We teach village women about 
their rights and the new laws that 
exist to protect them." When a 
woman finally takes the enormous 
step of reporting abuse, Salmeron 
and Arauz accompany her to file a 
complaint with the police and then 
to file for preventive measures with 
the local justice of the peace. In 
some cases, they accompany her to 
Managua to visit a forensic doctor 
or psychologist and stay with her 
through the long arduous court 
case. But in most instances, they 
end up counseling the husband. 
Through careful dialogue, the man 
learns about the new laws. Most 
men then sign contracts promising 
to refrain from violence. We 
learned that the Women and 
Community Association still 
receives threats from some men, 
but things are changing, and even 
the local priest comes to them now 
for help. "Sandy would have loved 
the ability of these people to speak 
truth to power," said Grace Harris. 

Many other projects we saw 
were concerned with economic 
development. We visited many of 
the 327 homes that UMCOR helped 
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Mitch. W m t Zoraida ruz, who 
b am d a he howed u a dozen 
of h r g at . Her fir t pair of goat 
were bought with a low-intere t 
I an fr m th of 

ang Ii al for a 
n minational Allian e ( EPAD). 

ft r taking a year of EPAD 
w rk h p on e onomic and gen
d r topic , om n an r c ive 
loan of about $200 for chickens, 
pig , goat , or eed for a v getable 
ard n. e of th ben fi iaries of 

thi pr j t i Domitila Davila, 

Dolen Alvarez with hoe her family made 
111 Masaya . 

who 10 acr in the villag of La 
alif mia i a model farm in the 

mid t of tark, dry land. Along 
with hundr d of fruit tree and a 
half acr 

their mall house. They al o 
mploy two young men in the 

neighborhood . Alvarez travel 
from Masaya more than 200 mile 
by bus to r m ote village to ll th 
handmade sh . She told u , "By 
cutting out the middle men, the 
p ople get ch ap hoe and w 
earn a living." Although th family 

till poor, all th children ar 
in chool and a daughter i in 
college tudying to become an 
anesthesiologi t. 

Outside Ti u dntepe, we m t 
with small grow r of pineapple 
who are memb r of the Ervin Ruiz 
Perez Cooperative. They work 
together to get loans and re Iv 
community problem . They aid 
that under the free-trade policy, 
they can't ell their product 
becau e of unfair competiti n from 
large corporate farm in other 
countri . We 1 amed that through 
the Intereccle ial Cent r for 
Theological and ocial tudie 
(CIEETS), they rec ived agricultur
al education and a grant to build a 
beautiful community center on th 
it of an old l aci nda found ation. 

We vi ited a Chri tian M dical 
Action project in Barrio Healea, a 
quatter settlement that sprang up 

in 1990 on Nicaragua's remote 
Atlantic Coa t. The project help 
p opl in the neighborhood d el
op a ense f community, id ntify 
probl m , d lop olution , and 
rai fund to make them a reality. 
They built a f otbridge over a gully 
o that th children don't have to 

walk o far to chool. 
Kemp' family thought that 

he would have been plea ed with 

the projects upport d by 
UM OR, especially with th focu 
on human developm nt. Martha 
McKnight reflected on the enor
mous need for car ful develop
ment work becau of the havoc 
wr aked by "na tural di a ter , 
from hurricanes, volcanos, and 
arthquake to the de tructive for

eign intervention and current 
depredation of globalization." The 
ign were all around u : the fam

ily m thodically picking through 
the garbage out ide our bed-and
breakfast, children at inters ctions 
ru hing to wash wind hields in 
hop s of a coin or two befor the 
car drove off, truck loaded with 
firewood headed into Managua 
from an increa ingly denuded 
country ide, and throng of young 
women mounting y llow chool 
bu outside the fre -trade-zone 
factori where they work without 
d c nt lahor condi tion or afe
guard to make th cheap clothing 
w buy in the United States. 

Good steward that he was, 
Sandy Kemp plann d car fully o 
that, in her life and in her death, 
others could live mor abundant
ly. The rest of u can follow her 
methodical Chri tian example of 
helping others her on arth 
through mis ion action and 
education a w 11 a economic 
olidarity. 

Doris Gidney ·works a a consultant 
with GBGM's Current and Deferred 
Giving program. Nan McCurdy and 
her husband, Miguel Maire11a, are 
United Methodist missionaries 
ervi11g in Nicaragua. 
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Mission Memo 
Changes in Approach to Mission 
The Larg Memb r hip Church Conference, held April 
22-25 in Pitt burgh, Penn ylvania, challenged partici
pants to l am to minister within the context of today's 
world . John Ed Mathison, of Montgomery, Alabama, 
said that the unchang able message of the Gospel 
hould be left alone and the mindset in church staffing, 

worship, and the view of evangeli m should be 
changed. He stated that trying to do church the same 
way it wa done five years ago would be ineffectual. 

Guatemala Peace Accord Revival 
The Peace and Reconciliation Consultation h Id in 
Guatemala City on April 10 brought together church and 
civil-society leaders in the country in an effort to revive 
Guatemala' 1996 peace accords signed by government 
officials and rebels. More than 200,000 people were killed 
or "disappeared" from 1961to1996 during the conflict. 

The consultation, a centerpiece of an international 
ecumenical delegation's visit to Guatemala April 8-12, 
was organized by the NCC at the invitation of 
Rigoberta Menchu Tum, 1992 Nobel Peace Prize lau
reate, and the Rev. Vitalino Similox, director of the 
Ecumenical Forum of Guatemala. The meeting was 
co-sponsored by the Latin American Council of 
Churches (CLAI) and the World Council of Churches 
(WCC). Guatemalan church and civil-society leaders 
agreed that the churches have retained unity in a 
divided society and are best-equipped to lead the 
revival process. 

UMCOR Executive Retires 
Lilia Fernandez, a former Cuban refugee who served 25 
years as UMCOR's immigration and refugee expert, 
retired in May 2002. Fernandez noted that one in every 
50 human beings is now a refugee, migrant, asylum 
seeker, or displaced per<;on in a 1999 article for New 
World Outlook. In a statement regarding the plight of 
the Vietname e boat people, she said that the need for 
adequate responses to that crisis resulted in a change in 
the way denominations resettled refugees. She consid
ers her 1 gacy at UMCOR to be "Justice for Our 
Neighbors," a program that has established church
related legal clinics for immigrants in 14 sites in the 
United States. Fernandez will continue her work as a 
consultant to that program. 

GBGM Directors Call for Peace in Middle East 
During the Spring 2002 GBGM board meeting, direc
tors called for all parties involved in the 
Israeli/ Palestinian conflict to stop the violence and 
killing and return to peace negotiations. Directors 

urged Israel to end its Gaza, West Bank, and East 
Jerusalem occupations and for Palestine to end violent 
responses to the ongoing occupation. The resolution 
asked Israel to allow immediate access to the occupied 
territories to facilitate humanitarian aid. 

UMCOR's Responses 
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Drought, flooding, and wars in Africa have resulted in 
displaced people and famine. The main areas of con- · 1 
cern are Malawi, Zimbabwe, and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Angola has also become a main 
area of concern. The recent peace accord declaration 
has opened formerly inaccessible areas of the country 
where the people are experiencing extreme hunger. 
Donations are being accepted through Africa Famine 
Relief, Advance #101250-4. 

UMCOR continues to send medical assistance 
grants to support local clinics and hospitals in the 
Middle East where people suffer from the results of mil
itary occupation, curfew, and travel restrictions that 
prevent them from working. Basic humanitarian sup
plies are still needed. Financial contributions may be 
made through Middle East Emergency, Advance 
#601740-2. 

UMCOR has responded to tornadoes and flooding 
in the Holston, Redbird, Illinois Great Rivers, 
Baltimore-Washington, Texas, and Missouri Annual 
conference areas by distributing re]jef grants of more 
than $100,000 and by dispatching volunteers. Financial 
gifts may be given through UMCOR's Domestic 
Disaster Response, Advance #901670-1; for volunteer 
information, call 1-800-918-3100; for instructions on 
assembling and shipping flood buckets, call the 
UMCOR Depot at 1-800-814-8765. 

For information on other current UMCOR emer
gency relief efforts, visit the UMCOR website: 
http: I I gbgm-umc.org I umcor-hotline. 

DEATHS 
Florence Smith, retired deaconess with 37 years of 
s rvice in the United States, China, and Malaysia died 
January 26, 2002 ... Elwood "Woodie" Bartlett, retired 
missionary with 45 years of service in the DR Congo, 
died January 27, 2002 ... Kenneth Hammer, retired mis
sionary with 16 years of service in DR Congo, died 
April 21, 2002 ... 0tis W. Bell, Jr., retired missionary with 
19 years of service in Japan, died April 25, 2002 .. .lnman 
U. Townsley, retired missionary with 25 years of serv
ice in Central Congo, died May 5, 2002 ... The Rev. 
Thomas Roughface, superintendent of the Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference, died May 9, 2002, from 
injuries sustained in an automobile accident. 
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Trio Makes 67 School Kits 
by Sarah Baker, Assistant Editor, Dakotas Connection 

Betty Quick, Phyllis Nielsen, and June Tripp reach out with 
their hearts and hands to help children they don't even know. 
Throughout the year, these three members of Gayville United 
Methodist Church gather supplies and shop on the Web to search 
for the most reasonably priced materials from which to prepare 
UMCOR-distributed school kits. This year they assembled 67 
school kits! 

Although Betty, Phyllis, and June have limited resources, they 
are committed to reaching beyond their town of Gayville, South 
Dakota, to make a difference in children's lives. 

Each woman has a specific responsibility in assembling the 
kits. Phyllis shops for crayons via the Internet. Betty checks the 
Goodwill store in Sioux City for clean, new materials that have 
store tags attached. Sometimes she finds fabric to make durable 
school bags or to put in 
sewing kits. June sorts 
clothing donations at the 
Civic Council in nearby 
Vermillion, South Dakota. 
She cuts off the buckles 
and washes the webbing 
to make strong, colorful 
handles for schoolbags. 

The women meet just 
before the annual Dakotas 
Conference lngathering to 
assemble kits with the 
materials they have shopped for and stored. They told a conference 
newspaper reporter that they wish they could see the children's reac
tions when they open the kits. 
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The United Methodist Church in Mission 

Early Intervention 
by Mbwizu Ndjungu, United Methodist Missionary in Senegal, West Africa 

In March 2002, I went with Dr. Bashir, a physician, to the Kaolack 
region of Senegal to visit a nutrition center. One family brought their 
adopted daughter, who was dying from chicken pox, to the center. For 
three days she had suffered with a high fever, neither drinking nor eat
ing, and she had not slept for three nights. Her adoptive mother, not 
knowing what to do, was waiting for her to die. 

Dr. Bashir immediately prescribed an antibiotic, an antiseptic, an 
analgesic, and an anti-malaria drug. 

As soon as the medications were administered, she was able to 
sleep for 30 minutes. When the little girl woke up, her temperature was 
normal. After being served a meal, all of which she ate, she became 
playful and active. Her adoptive mother and other observers at the 
clinic were amazed at her improvement. 

For less than five dollars, this child's life was saved. Unlike many 
other families whose members are ill, her adoptive family had been 
able to seek early intervention treatment. 

Remember! For each dollar you give to mission, you make a 
difference . 
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Argentine Bishop Faults 
Foreign Debt 
by Brenda Wilkinson, staff writer, GBGM 

Looting by desperate citizens after the bank failures in 
Argentina w as not nearly as serious as the "systemic pillaging" of 
that Latin American country by foreign interests. 

That' s the opinion of Bishop Nelly Ritchie of the Evangelical 
Methodist Church of Argentina, who spoke about her country's 
crisis during a February 5, 2002, briefing with staff of the United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries. 

Umberto Shikiya, an economist and Methodist church coordi
nator in Argentina, said that by the end of November, the with
drawal of $30 million to $35 million from Argentina by foreign 
investors, coupled with the government's insistence on paying the 
interest on its foreign debt, had led to the peso collapse a:nd desta
bilization of the banking system. 

But the decades-long decline into impoverishment and the 
current unemployment and fiscal failure are a serious matter to 
Ritchie, who considers the foreign debt shouldered by all Latin 
American countries to be "not only unpayable, but illegal and 
immoral." 

A recent survey of church members found that one-third are 
unemployed. Ritchie said that in addition to the established con
gregations, "more people are coming to the church asking for help. 
People need to eat. They need to work." 

One positive aspect of the current fiscal crisis, she added, is 
that it has motivated a formerly complacent middle class to join the 
unemployed and retired workers who already had been trying to 
be heard. People are trying to determine their destiny. "All the 
town squares have become spaces of liberation," she said. 
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Unity in the Argentinian Struggle 
by Chris Stockwell-Goering, missionary in Argentina 

I received an invitation at Iglesia Emanuel to participate in a 
day of national mourning on February 15. I prayed and took the e
mail to church on Sunday and commented on the silence of the 
churches-particularly the lack of nonviolent responses to [the 
upheavals in the economic and poli tical si tuations in Argentina) . 

As we left church that Sunday, several of us were feeling a 
desire to do more-so I prepared a statement for our junta (church 
council) to adopt in the name of the church at a meeting the follow
ing night. At the same time, one of the members, Adriana Powell, 
created a list, "We Grieve Because ... ," to identify the reasons we 
were called to be in mourning. Early on Monday, a member of our 
interfaith dialogue group called to say the kind of action we
Christians, Muslims, and Jews-could take together, was on the 
agenda of our Tuesday meeting. 

Later on Monday, we posted the "We Grieve Because ... " list on 
the front of Iglesia Emanuel. The junta endorsed the proposal, and 
encouraged me to share it with other Methodist congregations in 
Argentina and to present it to the interfaith group. I prepared copies 
of the document and affixed a black ribbon, symbolizing mourning, 
and a blue ribbon, symbolizing hope, on each copy. On Tuesday, the 
copies were distributed at one of the "pots and pans" demonstra
tions where a participant was interviewed by one of the local TV 
stations. The Commission for Inter-Religious Dialogue-Jews, 
Christians, Muslims-of Tucuman endorsed the proposal of Iglesia 
Emanuel. We have an e-mail address, duelonacional@tucbbs.com.ar 
and have received overwhelming support from the Bishop of the 
Evangelical Methodist Church of Argentina, Nelly Ritchie. 
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September 9- 13, 2002 
How To Develop Mission and Church Ar
chives. Martha Lund Smalley, Yale Divin
ity School. Cosponsored by United Meth
odist General Board of Global Ministrie . 
Eight sessions. $125 

September t 6-20 
How to Write to Be Read. Rohen T. Coote, 
OMSC Associate Director (retired). Eight 
sessions. $125 

September 23- 27 
Advancing Mission on the Information 
Superhighway. Dr. Scott Morea u , 
Wheaton College Graduate School. Co
sponsored by Lutheran Church- Missouri 
Synod World Mission and United Church/ 
Disciples of Christ Common Global Min
istries Board. Eight sessions. $125 

September 30--0ctober 4 
Nurturing and Educating Transcultural 
Kids. Dr. David Pollock and Janet Blomberg, 
interaction. Cosponsored by United Church/ 
Disciples of Christ Common Global Minis
tries Board. Eight sessions. $125 

October 7- 11 
Servant Leadership for Mission: Biblical 
Models and Guidelines. Dr. Donald R. 
Jacobs, Mennonite Leadership Foundation. 
Cosponsored by Eastern Mennonite Mi -
sions. Eigpt ses ions. $125 

October 21 - 25 
Peace, Land, and Social Justice: Old Tes
tament Answers to Modern Questions. Dr. 
Christopher Wright, Langham Partner hip. 

Study@ 
OMSc 
Where World 
Christians Find 
Renewal for 
World Mission 

Cosponsored by First Presbyterian Church 
(New Haven), Maryknoll Mission Institute, 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Worldwide 
Ministries, and St. John 's Episcopal Church 
(New Haven). Eight se sions. $125 

October 28- November I 
Doing Oral History: Helping Christians 
Tell Their Own Story. Dr. Jean-Paul Wiest, 
Maryknoll history project. Eight sessions. 
$125 

November 4-8 
The Gospel of Peace at Work in a World 
of Conflict Dr. Peter Kuzmic, Evangelical 
Seminary, Osijek, Croatia, and Gordon
Conwell Seminary. Cosponsored by Men
nonite Central Committee, World Relief 
Corporation, and World Vision Interna
tional. Eight sessions. $125 

November 11 - 15 
Contextualizing Theology for Mission in 
Asia. Dr. Enoch Wan, Western Seminary, 
Ponland, Oregon. Eight sessions. $ 125 

November 18- 22 
Translation and the Christian Story. Pro
fessor Andrew F. Walts, Edinburgh Univer
sity. Cosponsored by American Baptist in
ternational Ministries, Park Street Church 
(Bo ton), and Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Eight sess ions. $125 

December 2-6 
Islam and Christianity in Dynamic En
counter. Dr. J. Dudley Woodberry, Fuller 
School of World Mission. Cosponsored by 
SIM international. Eight sessions. $ 125 

Overseas Ministries Study Center 
490 Prospect St., New Haven, CT 06511 USA 

(203) 624-6672 Register online at www.OMSC.org 
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N EDUCATIONAL AND SERVICE 

EXPERIENCE FOR MATURE ADULTS 

AND SO IS SIXTY, SEVENTY, EIGHTY, AND NINETY. 
TODAY'S ADULTS LIVE LONGER, MORE ACTIVE LIVES 
THAN EVER BEFORE. NOW THE CHURCH HAS A PRO
GRAM JUST FOR YOU . . . 

Primetimers 

General Board of Global Ministries 

The United Methodist Church 

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1374 

New York, New York 10115 

Toll-free: 877-882-4724; 

Fax: 212-870-3508 

E-mail : primetimers@gbgm-umc.org 

Website: http://gbgm--umc.org/vim 

Listserv: umprimetimers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
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the spread of infection and enabling people to live and die with 

dignity. Assemble items for the Healthy Homes, Healthy Families 

Kits. Raise funds for the cost of additional supplies and shipping. 

For more information call: 800-554-8583. Advance #982315-1 

A COOPEllATIVE PROJECT OF UMCOR AND HEALTH & WILPAll 

UNITED METHODIST COMMlnEE ON RELIEF GINIRAL IOAltD OP 
GLOBAL MINISTRIES THE UNlnD MITHODIST CHURCH HnP://GBGM.uMC.ORG/UMCOR 


