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2002-2003 Geographic 
Mission Study: Mexico 

United Methodist missionaries in Mexico 

Standing, back row: Jean F. Jacobs (Jean Jacobs' mother); 
Massie/, Diana, and Phil Wingeier-Rayo; Chayla and Darla 
Rowley; Cherie White, Iliana Velazco, and Jose Luis Velazco; 
Ellen Carter. Kneeling: Jean C. Jacobs; Keffron and Isaias 
Wingeier-Rayo; Glenn and Alec Rowley; Roberto Velazco . 

Terry and Muriel 
Henderson 

W
ork on this issue of New World Outlook has been a collabo
ration of efforts by the Methodist Church of Mexico, staff at 
the General Board of Global Ministries in New York, and 
GBGM missionaries serving in Mexico. Our purpose has 

been to supplement the material offered by the Schools of Christian Mission 
with stories and reports from the Methodists of Mexico. 

United Methodist missionaries continue to serve in Mexico today, but 
they do so under the direction of the Mexican Methodist bishops. Although 
a few of the UM missionaries may function in the role of pastor, most of 
them serve as teachers, seminary professors, and general resource people to 
assist the Methodist Church of Mexico as it trains its own pastors and lay 
constituency. In addition, two Mexican missionaries now serve in the 
United States with the National Plan for Hispanic Ministries. Marco 
Antonio Palomo Martinez works with the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
and Jaime Farias works with the New Mexico Conference ministries along 
the US-Mexican border. 

For many years, the Methodist Church of Mexico strictly adhered to the 
missionary plans made in 1917 by the Protestant denominations in the 
United States. In effect, the denominations divided the country among 
themselves. For example, Methodist work concentrated primarily on the 
central and northern parts of the country, while the Presbyterian Church 
concentrated its efforts in the south. The Methodist Church gained a few 
members through these agreements, but it also lost members in territories 
that were "given" to other denominations. In the 21st century, the Methodist 
Church is no longer bound by the 1917 agreement. It has been expanding 
beyond these contrived boundaries, discovering new frontiers. 

In 2003, the Methodist Church of Mexico will celebrate 130 years of min
istry. Throughout its rich history, the church has continued to grow. In 1990, 
the two episcopal areas of the church divided into six conferences. By 1995, 
each conference had become an episcopal area with its own bishop. In the 
Special Section on the Methodist Church of Mexico within this issue, readers 
can discover the new frontiers that currently engage the church in mission. 

Christie R. House 
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Give Ye Them_ to Eat 
An Integrated Development Program 

for Central Mexico 

by Terry and Muriel Henderson 

Pastors and seminary students attend workshops at the Tree of Life Training 
Center in Tlancualpican, Puebla. 

I
n the 1970s, a Mexican Methodist 
bishop, Dr. Alejandro Ruiz, 
dreamed of a ministry that 
would address the needs of the 

resource-poor people of rural 
Mexico. The ministry became a 
reality in 1977. Bishop Ruiz, citing 
Mark 6:37, "You give them some
thing to eat," named it Give Ye 
Them To Eat (GYITE). This inter
connectional ministry of the 

Methodist Church of Mexico is an 
Advance Special of the General 
Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church. 

UM missionaries Muriel and 
Terry Henderson were appointed 
to design and direct the program 
headquartered in the city of Puebla. 
GYITE offers development oppor
tunities in six program areas: 
community and family health, 
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agricultural development, com
munity development, livestock 
development, church and faith 
development, and the Alternative 
Work-study and Reality Experi
ence (AWARE). In October 2000, 
GYTTE dedicated the Tree 
of Life Training Center in 
Tlancualpican, Puebla, where the 
various services offered by GYTTE 
are showcased. An experimental 
farm is maintained for agricultural 
training, a reproduction center pro
vides livestock for the livestock
development program, and a learn
ing center provides classroom 
space for courses and workshops 
offered through GYITE. 

More Than a Bandage 
In the village of San Juan Amecac, 
Puebla, a woman's son seriously 
injured his leg one evening. He 
could not be treated at the govern
ment clinic because it was closed at 
night and on weekends. The 
woman heard from a neighbor that 
another villager, Isidra, knew first 
aid, so she took her son to Isidra' s 
house in the middle of the night. 
Isidra efficiently cleaned and 
dressed the wound and then contin
ued treatment until it healed. The 
mother was surprised that the 
wound healed quickly and without 
infection. Isidra had learned first 
aid through the GYITE ministry 
and thus was able to prevent a 

's c 
alth pre 

the op 
ventive 
by trai 

Jun teer 
ed heal 

tote< 
powers 
s diseas 
ns that 
illness 

ge righl 

eating 0 

oding hil 
ce accon 
n provii 



;. 

)0! 

erious injury from becoming 
wor e becau e clinical help was 
unavailable. Her continued volun
tary care for the boy also saved the 
family's meager financial resources 
from being depleted by costs for 
medical upplies. 

More Than a Bandage, 
GYTTE's community- and family
health program, gives rural fami
lie the opportunity to learn about 
preventive health measures. It does 
o by training village women as 

volunteer workers for community
based health care, enabling them in 
turn to teach others. The program 
empower people to prevent seri
ous disease by changing the condi
tions that cause it and by treating 
an illness or injury in its earliest 
tage right in the local community. 

Creating contour terraces on a rocky, 
eroding hillside is hard work. But 
once accomplished, the soil conserva
tion provides lasting benefits. 

GYTTE ·PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

Church and Faith Development 
• Conferencewide Vacation Bible School Fair 
• Training events for laity and clergy 
• Christian education materials for local churches: Advent / 

Christmas, Lent/Easter, Vacation Bible School, Month of 
the Bible 

• Seminary cholarships 

Community and Family Health 
• More Than a Bandage 
• Three one-week-long health courses 

Basic health and nutrition 
First aid 
Advanced health and nutrition 

• Workshops to address specific health issues in villages 
• Native medicinal plants course 

Agricultural Development 
Courses to preserve and improve the condition of the land and 
increase agricultural production 
• Soil conservation through contour terracing and land covers 
• Structures to prevent erosion and create more arable land 
• Drip-irrigation techniques 
• Composting and manure usage 
• Vermiculture (composting through the cultivation of worms) 
• Multipurpose crops and trees 
• Family gardens 

Community Development 
• Community workshops to discuss needs, solutions, and resources 
• Workshops in appropriate technology 

Straw-bale house construction 
Dry-comp sting toilet unit 
Fuel-efficient mud stoves 
Solar c okers 
Pumping systems 
Systems to catch and store rainwater 

Livestock Development 
• Pueblo Partners 
• Animal-husbandry training 
• Livestock distribution 
• Ongoing training and supervision 
• Sharing of livestock offspring with other families 

AWARE (Alternative Work-study and Reality Experience) 
• Educational and work experiences for Mexican and international 

individuals and teams from churches, districts, and conferences 
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Agricultural Development 
Francisca and Manuel's hillside in 
Tlancualpican, Puebla, produces 
fast-growing trees for firewood, 
papaya trees for fruit, and prickly 
pear cacti for salads and soups. It 
also provides space for the pen that 
they hope soon will be home to a 
few sheep and goats. Moreover, it is 
the perfect place for the garden 
they are planning for the summer. 
It wasn't always this way. At one 
time, erosion on this rocky hillside 
threatened to reduce their tiny 
property each time it rained. But 
with the help of GYTTE, this young 
family learned to create contour 
terraces to convert their threatened 
land into a productive agricultural 
endeavor. GYTIE gave them the 
opportunity for which they had 
hoped. 

GYTIE' s agricultural develop
ment program is striving to teach 
villagers good soil- and water
conservation techniques. Contour 
terracing, drip irrigation, and mul
tipurpose trees and crops improve 
the condition of the land and 
increase agricultural production, 
both increasing a family's income 
and improving its nutrition. 

Pueblo Partners 
The villagers of Huilango, on the 
slope of the volcano Popocatepetl 
in Puebla, did not own any dairy 
animals, which meant that only 
nursing infants had milk in their 
diets. The rest of the children of that 
mountain community did not have 
milk, butter, or cheese. Then, with 
the help of GYTIE, three families 
had the chance to buy one dairy 
cow each, at a subsidized price, an 
arrangement that introduced milk 
into Huilango. Five other families 
each received a heifer, along with 
training to care for the livestock, so 
there would be more milk in the 
not-too-distant future. Thus they 
could improve their diet and gener
ate some extra income by selling 

the dairy products. For these fami
lies, opportunity came in the form 
of livestock. 

Pueblo Partners, the livestock
development program of GYTTE, 
works to improve the livestock of 
the region genetically, increase 
livestock production, provide ani
mal protein, and increase family 
income. It accomplishes these 
goals by training people in envi
ronmentally sound livestock man
agement practices and by distrib
uting food and income-producing 
animals. The program provides 
families with dairy cows, milk 
goats, swine, and sheep. The fam
ilies participating in Pueblo 

/ 

Flor were teenagers, they learned 
through GYTTE about two tech
nologies that would eventually 
transform the way they lived. The 
first was the dry-composting toilet 
unit. Dona Camila wasn't sure the 
girls were telling her the truth 
when they said they could build a 
toilet that didn' t use water and 
didn't have an odor problem. Was 
that really possible? The girls con
vinced their mother that it was 
true, and they built the first dry
composting toilet unit in the vil
lage. Not only did it work, but 
their neighbors kept asking to use 
it because, like most rural families, 
they had no indoor plumbing. In a 

Isidra, (2nd row, far right) with her graduating class of health workers in 
December 2001 . 

Partners agree to share an off
spring from their animals and 
their newly gained knowledge of 
animal husbandry with their 
neighbors. 

Community Development 
Dona Camila, of Tlancualpican, 
Puebla, raised her two daughters, 
Teofila and Flor, by herself. They 
had only one tiny adobe room with 
a packed-dirt floor and an open 
fire for cooking. When Teofila and 
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matter of a few years, GYTTE 
helped the community build 25 of 
these toilet units! Encouraged by 
that success, the girls moved on to 
the next project: a two-room house 
whose walls were made of straw 
bales. The straw construction pro
vided a comfortable living space 
for the family even in the hot di· 
mate. For Dona Camila and her 
daughters, opportunity through 
GYTIE gave them a "Home Sweet 
Home." 
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The bjecti e of GYITE' com
muni d elopment program i to 
increa people' awarene of the 
nature and cau e of community 
problems and to teach them how to 
vercome the e problem in an 

atrno phere of mutual upport. 
Appropriate technology i an inte
gral part of the training offered: 
traw-bale house construction, dry

compo ting toilet , fuel-efficient 
mud to e and olar cooker , 
pumping tem , and re ource 
recycling. 

t Church and Faith Development 
In the little country town of 
Tepetitla, Tlaxcala, the two weeks 
of acation Bible School were a 
bu time at Bethel Methodi t 
Church. Weeks before, the teacher 
had attended a VBS fair organized 
b GYITE in the city of Puebla to 
learn about participatory teaching 
method and how to u e the new 
curriculum. Although the were 
ure the children would enjo the 

learning proce , they didn' t 
expect the children to be a enthu-
ia tic a the were about the 

material. But the church children 
came to cla and then tarted 
bringing their friends to VBS! Soon 
the children of Tepetitla were 
inging ong and haring torie 

about Je u . Some of the church 
leader remembered their own 
e perience , from year before, 
when the had fir t encountered 
Christ b being invited by a friend 
to attend VBS. That opportunity 
had changed their li e fore er. 
Po ibl it would do the ame for 
these children. 

GYITE upports the piritual 
growth of Mexican Methodist con
gregations through its church and 
faith development program. taff 
member conduct training ork-
hop for laity and clergy as well a 

develop, produce, and di tribute 
Christian education materials for 
local churche . 

AWARE 
In the village of San Matias; Atzala, 
Puebla, Pastor Cornelio Marquez 
moti ated hi congregation to take 
part in li e tock-development proj
ects to improve their animal and 
crop production and upplement 
their family income. He al o con-

inced them to renovate their 
decaying church building and then 
helped them organize an evangeli -
tic campaign in the village. 

It is important for Mexican pas
tors to recei e the theological train
ing that is neces ary for their work. 
However, since mo t Methodist pas
tors in Mexico, like Marquez, work 
in mall towns (40 percent) or rural 
villages (40 percent), it is also impor
tant for them to be prepared to be 
resource people in agricultural com
munities. The Alternative Work
study and Reality Experience 
(AWARE) program gave Marquez 
the opportunity to acquire uch 
preparation through a cholarship to 
a week-long program at the Tree of 
Life Training Center near the village 
of Tlancualpican, Puebla. There he 
took part in workshop presented in 
community, agricultural, and !.ive-
tock de elopment. 

God has used Bishop Ruiz's 
vision; the Methodist Church of 
Mexico's priority for ocial out
reach; the talents and dedication of 
GYITE' board of director , rnis-
ionarie , and staff; and the partici

pation and contri utions of United 
Methodist churche , districts, and 
conference in the United State to 
con ert a dream into a ucce sful 
outreach mini try. That ministry 
provide the marginalized people 
of Mexico' rural ector with realis
tic opportunitie to transform and 
improve not only their li e but 
also the live of other . 

Terry and Muriel Henderson have 
served as United Methodist 
missionarie with the Methodist 
Church of Mexico ince 1972. 

1 EW ORLD OUTLOOK r-,,1AY /JUNE 2002 

A dairy cow provide improved nutri
tion and financial benefit for rural 
families . 

.. 



8 

Seeds of Revo ution 
Seeds of Hope 

by Philip Wingeier-Rayo 

n the out-of-the-way town of 
Chinameca, Morelos, in south
central Mexico, something spe
cial was happening. My family 
was invited to attend a Saturday 
afternoon birthday party that I 
will never forget. At first, I did-

n't expect it to be anything out of 
the ordinary, but then I learned that 
it was Benjamin Sanchez' lOOth 
birthday-quite a special occasion 
in any country. As we drove 
through the back roads of rural 
Mexico, admiring the rolling hills 
and lush valleys, Samuel Sanchez, 
Benjamin's nephew, treated us to a 
history lesson about the region. 

Chinameca was the site of 
Emiliano Zapata's headquarters 
during his March 10, 1911, uprising 
against the dictatorial President 

Porfirio Diaz. For eight years, 
Zapata commanded his southern 
revolutionary forces before he was 
betrayed and assassinated in 
Chinameca on April 10, 1919. His 
battle cry was "Tierra y Libertad" 
(Land and Liberty), referring to the 
concentration of land in the hands 
of the wealthy and the growing for
eign control over the Mexican econ
omy. "Land and Liberty" meant 
that the thousands of estate peas
ants working for their patron 
(landowner and boss) should own 
the land they worked. Land was a 
big issue in an agricultural society 
where the top 1 percent of the pop
ulation owned 19 percent of the 
land, and the bottom 96 percent 
owned only 1 percent. Before the 
revolution, Zapata's home state of 
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Morelos, which is about twice as 
large as Rhode Island, belonged to 
only 32 families. Zapata, from the 
rural out-of-the-way town of 
Chinameca, was able to bring Diaz 
to his knees, forging a national land
reform movement that broke up 
large plantations into smaller com
munity land trusts called ejidos. 

Sanchez had participated in 
this history. As a teenager, he 
fought for those ideals alongside 
Zapata. He kept this history alive 
for generations by trading in his 
weapons for a cross. After the 
revolution he had converted to 
Prote tantism in order to continue 
the struggle for equality in civil 
society. Indeed this lQQth birthday 
party would be no ordinary cele
bration, in more ways than one. 
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As we arrived in Chinameca, a 
small town of 3000 inhabitants, we 
drove by five other Protestant 
churches before arriving at our des
tination-a large circus tent aero s 
from the churchyard of the 
Pentecostal church. Sanchez is a 
member of the Iglesia Cristiana 
Apostolica Pentecostal (ICAP), an 
autonomous denomination that 
split off from the Methodist Church 
after a Methodist rural mission was 
abandoned in 1935. Parked cars 
lined the streets. The family, church 
members, and friends had assem
bled to pay tribute. With Sanchez 
and Mari Nunez Crespo (his wife 
and lifelong companion) attentively 
listening, each of their 12 children 
came forward and testified to the 
love, honesty, and faithfulness that 
their parents had shown them over 
the years. At the end of the revolu
tion, Sanchez had been invited to 
join bandits and steal for a living, 
but he had turned them down, pre
ferring to beat his sword into a 
plowshare (Isaiah 2:4). He had 
come back to his hometown to 
work his land and raise a wonderful 
family, who, on this special occa
sion, were gathered in the overflow
ing circus tent. All the Sanchez 
children have followed their par
ents ' footsteps and joined the 
Protestant church, including a son 
and a daughter who are pastors. 

The town of Chinameca, 
together with nearby towns, has 
been experiencing a Protestant 
revival. In addition to the main
line Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and Episcopal church
es, there are also many new 
independent churches and 
Pentecostal churches in the 
region. The ICAP, originally 
called the Universal Church, 
without any outside support, 
has expanded through 16 of 
Mexico's 31 states and into 
California, Nevada, Iowa, 
Illinois, and Minnesota as well. 
This is only one denomination 

August 2001, Protestants 
celebrated the "Day of the 
Bible" with a parade of 
10,000 faithful through 
nearby Jojutla (popula- . 
tion 60,000). In addition, 
the pastors of several 
Protestant denominations 
have formed an alliance 
in which they meet for 
breakfast once a month to 
discuss and work on com
mon issues. Although 
census reports list 89 per
cent of the Mexican popu
lation as Catholic, many 
estimates show that more 
Protestants are in worship 
on Sunday than Catholics. 
In south central Mexico, 
these estimates appear to 
be accurate. 

Page 8: Benjamin Sanchez (standing) on his 
10oth birthday. As a teenager, Sanchez joined 
Emiliano Zapata's revolutionary forces. Above: 

After the testimonies 
and words of appreciation 

Samuel Sanchez with the Wingeier-Rayo family, 
Massiel, Isaias, Phil, and Diana, standing in 
front of a statue of Emiliano Zapata. 

for the life of Benjamin Sanchez, the 
guests enjoyed a wonderful meal 
accompanied by the music of a 
Christian mariachi band. As I looked 
around, I noticed that no alcohol 
was served at this event-unusual 
for a large Mexican fiesta. Instead, I 
witnessed family, friends, and 
neighbors enjoying the music and 
fellowship under the common bond 
of Christ. Earlier in Sanchez' life, he 
had used weapons to fight for 
equality for all Mexicans; now he 
sows seeds of hope for a better 
Mexico. Although many of Zapata's 

dreams were not fulfilled, he would 
have been proud of the legacy of 
one of his teenage revolutionaries, 
Benjamin Sanchez, who continues 
to live for a vision, now Christ's 
vision, of a peaceful and just 
Mexico. 

Later, as I sat down to reflect 
upon the impact of this celebration, 
I could not help but recall the words 
of the Lord to Abraham, the great 
patriarch of the Old Testament: "I 
will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and the one who curses you I 
will curse; and in you all the fami
lies of the earth shall be blessed." 
(Genesis 12: 2-3) On this day, I cer
tainly felt blessed to learn about the 
legacy of the Mexican Revolution 
and the Protestant revival in south 
central Mexico through the life and 
testimony of Benjamin Sanchez. 

in a region with many rapidly 
growing Protestant groups. In 

Diana leads a worship service with "the 
cake" in the foreground. 

Philip Wingeier-Rayo serves as a 
United Methodist mission.an; in 
Mexico City, where he teaches at Dr. 
Gonzalo Baez Camargo Seminary. He 
and his wife, Diana, have also served 
in Cuba and Nicaragua. 
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THE B~ 
FOR PEACE 

Story and photos by Paul Jeffrey 

The struggle of indigenous communities 
to throw off outside control and build 

genuine reconciliation 

T
he bullet-ridden image of the Virgin of Guadalupe on the altar and 
the bullet holes in the chapel's simple wooden plank walls offer 
mute testimony today to what happened in the village of Acteal on 
the second day of winter in 1997. Early that morning, scores of men 
gathered on the winding road above the village in the highlands of 

Chiapas, their breath seeping into the cold mountain air through the red 
handkerchiefs they wore over their faces. About 10 A.M., leaving 20 men 
behind on the road to make sure none of the villagers escaped, the rest 
broke into two groups and began to move downhill. There were between 
40 and 180 of them, depending on whose version of the events you hear. 
Cautiously they crept down the slope through the wet brush and sur
rounded and entered the village, firing their Kalashnikov assault rifles at 
everything that moved. A passing police patrol on the road pulled to a 
stop and remained there, though its members later claimed that they wit
nessed nothing unusual that morning. 

In the village chapel below, a group of women and children were 
sorting through a bundle of used clothes. Most of the village men were 
off working their fields. The rest were praying in the chapel, led by 
Alonzo Vazquez, Acteal' s principal catechist, in preparation for 
Christmas. As people screamed and desperately tried to escape the gun
fire, Vazquez, with eight bullets in his back, was one of the first to die. 
Devout villagers maintained later that as he fell he said, "Forgive them, 
for they know not what they do." His 10-year-old son, Manuel, who had 
managed to hide in the underbrush, said the killers then turned on his 
pregnant mother. According to an autopsy report ordered by the Chiapas 
state prosecutor, "Corpse Number 16" was "an approximately 32-year
old female, who died of perforation to her abdominal vescera by a cutting 
instrument...the abdominal cavity had been opened up and the product 
of approximately 28 weeks extracted." Other autopsies indicated that 
many bodies had been mutilated by machetes. 

By the time the massacre was finished, 45 people had died: 19 women, 
19 children, and 7 men, not counting the unborn child. During the burial 
mass on Christmas morning, Samuel Ruiz, bishop of San Cristobal de las 
Casas, declared: "This is the saddest Christmas of our lives. It seems the baby 
has been born dead." 
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Left: A Tzotzil indigenous village in Chiapas. Top Left: Portions 
of a monument erected in Acteal to honor the dead of the 1997 
massacre. Top Right: A Tzotzil woman takes part in a monthly 
religious procession that commemorates the 1997 massacre. 
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Villagers in a monthly religious procession commemorating 
the 1997 massacre in Acteal. 

Blaming the Victims 
Why did a group of mostly poor Tzotzil Indians in 
Chiapas, in the south of Mexico, kill so many other poor 
Tzotzil Indians that morning of December 22, 1997? 

The Mexican government first denied that the vio
lence had taken place and prevented journalists or the 
Red Cross from reaching the village until it had 
rearranged the scene. Then it tried to blame the indige
nous victims. The killings were the result of "intercom
munal or even interfarnily conflicts," said the attorney 
general. Reporters from a national television network 
were ordered to spin the story so that the public would 
think that "the fight is between Indians ... [ and] the caus
es are land and religion." 

Yet a secret military document-prepared for the 
Mexican Army by a graduate of the US Army's School 
of the Americas and obtained by the weekly periodical 
Proceso-indicated the killings were part of a larger 
government strategy to counteract the emergence of the 
Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN). The 
Zapatistas had appeared on the world scene at the 
beginning of 1994 when they seized San Cristobal and 
six other towns in Chiapas, demanding autonomy and 
respect for the area's indigenous population. The gov
ernment responded first with military force, then with 
a diplomatic offensive that led to the San Andres 
accords in 1996, which promised to honor the rights 
and culture of indigenous peoples, accords that the 
government has backpedaled away from ever since. 
The government also responded to the indigenous 
unrest, as the military document suggests, by arming 
and training indigenous factions and communities that 

remained loyal to the ruling Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI). It was one of those paramilitary units that 
carried out the Acteal massacre. 

Another element in Chiapas' history that set the 
stage for the killing was tension between Catholics and 
Evangelicals (as Protestants are called in Mexico), par
ticularly the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico 
(Iglesia Nacional Presbiteriana de Mexico, INPM). The 
church, now autonomous, was founded 60 years ago by 
US Presbyterians who were invited to Mexico by 
President Lazaro Cardenas, as a way to undercut the 
power of the dominant Catholic Church. Although 
some INPM members support the Zapatistas, many 
remain vehemently anti-Catholic and pro-PRI, easily 
integrated into the military' s strategy to weaken the 
influence of the Zapatistas and others who support self
determination for indigenous people. 

So the Worms Won't Get Sick 
The Abejas (the Bees) are typical of the people the 
Presbyterians don't like. The Bees are a mostly Catholic 
group that is sympathetic to the Zapatista cause but 
proudly nonviolent. They were formed in 1992 by local 
residents in the Chenalh6 area, which includes Acteal, 
who intervened in a family land dispute on the side of 
two sisters who had been denied land because they 
were women. Guided by a radical French priest, Michel 
Chanteau, the Bees developed an active, biblically 
based, nonviolent method of struggle for justice and 
peace. The Bees refused to pay land taxes or obey the 
government until it honored the San Andres accords. 
When they weren't protesting or praying, the Bees grew 
organic coffee and produced honey. Chanteau and the 
Bees had long been critical of the PRI, and in response 
the PRI and the military provided guns, training, and 
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political support to their local allies, mostly 
Presbyterians, who harassed the Bees over land, a lucra
tive gravel pit, and control of the area's deep-gre n 
coffee fields. 

The tension worsened after the emergence of the 
Zapatista Army in 1994. Pro-Zapatista residents of 
Polh6, just north of Chenalh6, had declared themselves 
an "autonomous municipality." The municipal presi
dent of Chenalh6, Jacinto Arias, a member of the INPM, 
worried about such independence catching on in his ter
ritory. With the PRI and the military behind him, he 
started harassing the rebellious Bees. He collected new 
taxes to stockpile more weapons. Those who paid had 
the PRI logo painted on their houses to guarantee that 
their dwellings wouldn't be burned. As violence 
mounted, thousands of Bees were forced to flee their 
homes for squatter settlements in nearby communities. 
In the months leading up to the massacre, more than 
two dozen people died in sniper attacks and confronta
tio.ns between the PRI-Presbyterian paramilitaries and 
armed opponents, probably Zapatistas coming to the 
defense of their local sympathizers. Mexican President 
Ernesto Zedillo fanned the 
flames on October 1, 1997, 
when he visited San 
Cristobal to rage against 
the autonomous munici
palities as "counties with
out law." Arias, who met 
with Zedillo, swore in 
front of witnesses that 
he w·ould kill Father 
Chanteau and then burn 
his body "so that the 
worms won't get sick." 

Response to Acteal 
Given the international outcry provoked by the Acteal 
massacre, the Mexican government had to respond. 
Although the government had laid the foundation, the 
ensuing events got out of hand. Eventually, more than 
80 people were arrested and sent to the state prison near 
Tuxtla Gutierrez, among them Municipal President 
Arias. Yet, no serious attempt was made to identify and 
arrest what Latin Americans call the "intellectual 
authors" - the people behind the massacre. The prison
ers were the poor. Their imprisonment only exacerbated 
tensions in the highland villages. 

With the Mexican government obviously unable to 
resolve the continuing tension between victims and 
aggressors, it was time to try something else. A handful 
of leaders from the Bees and the INPM met for prayer
ful discussion of the alternatives. There was some prece
dent for such ecumenical cooperation in Chenalh6; 
INPM members and Catholics there had worked 
together for nine years translating the Bible into Tzotzil. 
Although that literary cooperation ended with the mas
sacre, local leaders on both sides knew they had to do 

something to break the 
mounting cycle of violence 
engulfing their villages. 

A few weeks later, the 
Bees in Acteal were 
attacked. Chanteau wasn't 
in the village that day, but 
it wasn't long until he was 

A portion of a monument in Acteal honoring the dead of 
the 1997 massacre. 

They decided to take a 
look at the peacemaking 
experience of Christians in 
Nicaragua who had formed 
grassroots peace commis
sions during the war 
between the Sandinistas and 
the US-backed Contras in the 
1980s. The peace commis
sions had brought together 
Catholics and Evangelicals, 
Sandinistas and Contras dur
ing the 1980s in a remarkable 
effort to build authentic 

picked up by soldiers and taken to Mexico City for 
deportation. Before he boarded the plane, a government 
imposter-pretending to be Chanteau-confessed in a 
news conference that he had sponsored the violence. 

Following the Acteal massacre, thousands of resi
dents of Chenalh6 and nearby towns, fearful of being 
similarly slaughtered, fled their homes and took refuge 
in squalid camps hastily constructed in more sympa
thetic areas. Publicly embarrassed by the massacre, the 
military tried to make the best of the situation. They sent 
even more troops into Chiapas, rolling up to the refugee 
camps in their shiny trucks supplied by the United 
States, offering food and medical aid to the internally 
displaced families. Yet the refugees drove the soldiers 
away, shouting that they didn't want food and medi
cine. They wanted justice. 

peace. They continued oper
ating in the 1990s, resolving local conflicts and at times 
functioning as a local authority when the debt-plagued 
central government began to pull out of remote villages. 

In July 2001, a delegation of Nicaraguan peace com
mission leaders came to Chiapas to explain their history. 
Two months later, a group of Bees and Presbyterians 
traveled to Nicaragua for two weeks to see if Chiapas 
Christians could adapt the Nicaraguan experience to 
their own reality. Yet reconciliation in Chiapas has 
proved elusive. By early 2002, the peace program still 
had not got off the ground. Participants from each side 
blamed the other for blocking progress. 

Forgiveness Needed 
"In Nicaragua they had a long war, and yet when that 
war was over they forgave each other. Without forgive-
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ne s, there can be no peace. Chiapas needs forgiveness 
in order to have peace," said Agustin Cruz, a pastor of 
the INPM, who was one of three Presbyterians who 
went to Nicaragua. Cruz, who is a cousin of Jacinto 
Arias, understands forgiveness to mean the release of 
the imprisoned Protestants. "Many of those in prison 
are innocent," he told me. What about the intellectual 
authors? I asked. "I don't know," he responded, then 
hastened to add, "What happened in Acteal was just 
self-defense, people defending their communities 
against the Zapatistas." 

Cruz lives in a village near Acteal where no Bees or 
Zapatistas can be found . They all live down the road in 
a squatters' encampment. Cruz, who talks about the PRI 
and the INPM in a way that almost blends the two, was 
one of those who drove them violently out of the village. 
"There are no Zapatistas here, only Evangelicals," Cruz 
insisted. "We want nothing to do with 
the Zapatistas, for we are only inter
ested in eternal life." The Zapatistas 
"started the problems," Cruz 
explained, sitting in front of his 
house, one of the largest in the village. 
"The Zapatistas want the poor to 
have better lives, to have cars, to be 
against the rich. We don't agree. I 
worked for my house. No one should 
give you a house." 

Al Schreuder, a US missionary of 
the Reformed Church in America who 
advises the National Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico in the reconciliation 
effort, admitted that some of the 
Presbyterians "want to jump too fast 
to peace," without dealing completely 
with what he refers to as the "Acteal 
incident." Yet Schreuder also said the 
Bees are dragging their heels on for
giveness because if peace were to 
come to Chiapas, "the Bees would lose the support 
of the Catholic Church and the nongovernmental 
organizations." 

Schreuder demanded the release of the impris
oned community members, arguing that at most 15 
to 20 people were involved in the mass killing. He 
told me that most versions of the massacre are 
untrue, "mixing together legend and myth." And he 
complained that the justice system has not paid 
equal attention to the 18 Presbyterians killed in the 
weeks before December 22, 1997. "They are the for
gotten ones. The whole world only wants to talk 
about the 45 who died in Acteal." 

With a Massacre, It's Not Easy to Forgive 
On the Bee side of the conflict, I spoke with Jose Perez, 
coordinator of the Catholic catechists in Acteal and one 

of the founders of the Bees. He traveled in Nicaragua 
with Cruz and Schreuder and came home eager to make 
peace. "Like the Nicaraguans," Perez told me, "we've 
lived through a war, but our conflict has been a war of 
low intensity. In Nicaragua, the Christians came togeth
er .. . around the cause of peace, but here ... people who 
don't understand their own history have been manipu
lated by the government. The government established 
and funded the paramilitaries. So you can' t really call 
this a conflict among neighbors because it was initiated 
from outside the community." 

"They claim we are Zapatistas," Perez continued, 
''but we're not. We formed the Bees well before the 
Zapatista uprising. We are Christians, Catholics, and we 
read the Bible together. That's how we discern our path. 
The Zapatistas often have the same proposals as we do, 
but our ways of struggling are different. They have 

weapons. We have the Bible and dia
logue. Samuel [Ruiz, the former bish
op] has said clearly that we cannot 
walk down two different paths at the 
same time." 

Perez insisted that the Bees want 
to live in peace with their neighbors, 
but he claimed that reconciliation is 
made difficult by the Presbyterians' 
closeness to the PRI. Although the 
PRI recently lost both the presidential 
and Chiapas governor's elections, it 
remains firmly entrenched among the 
local elite and within the military. For 
Perez, as for many in Mexico, "the 
government" remains the PRI. 

"The Presbyterians are very 
close to the government," he 
explained. "They get support from 
the government. They want to be in 
charge here. They store guns in their 
churches. They prayed in their 

churches after the massacre. That's sad," said Perez. 
"The poor Presbyterians are confused. They think we 
want vengeance and are going to take it out on them 
with weapons. But we don't want vengeance. We sim
ply want a better life. We want peace with justice. They 
talk about forgiveness. There can be forgiveness easily 
if it's a simple crime, like when someone steals your 
cow. If they recognize their error and pay you back, 
you can forgive them. But with a massacre it's not easy 
to forgive ... how can we forgive them if they won't rec
ognize that they've done anything wrong? And how 
can we forgive them when they still have guns?" 

Perez laughed at the claim that the Bees are 
responsible for the death of 18 Presbyterians. "We did
n't kill them. They died fighting against the Zapatistas 
in the mountains. And the comparison isn't fair. Their 
dead died with guns in their hands in the mountains. 
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Opposite p.14: Tzotzil indigenous man wearing tradi
tional garments for the memorial procession. Above: "We 
are Christians, Catholics, and we read the Bible together. 
That is how we discern our path. " 

It' s not the same as our people who died while praying 
in the chapel." 

Indians in the Way of Progress 
With INPM members demanding peace with forgive
ness and the Bees clamoring for peace with justice, it's 
difficult to find enough common ground to build rec
onciliation. Yet, local church leaders nonetheless 
believe it's possible. "Like any family, the indigenous 
communities have internal conflicts, but they have 
ways of working those out," said Gustavo Andrade, 
the vicar general of the San Cristobal de la Casas 
Catholic diocese. The problem, he reported, is the 
pressure exerted from the outside. "The federal gov
ernment has exacerbated these conflicts in Chiapas 
with its low-intensity war here. As long as the gov
ernment continues to finance the paramilitaries .. .it 
provokes terrorism." 

Pedro Arriago, the Jesuit priest who replaced 
Michel Chanteau, told me that dialogue in the vio
lence-plagued indigenous communities will remain 
difficult until the government changes its policies. 
Chenalh6 is on the border between Zapatista-con
trolled villages to the north and government-con
trolled villages to the south. According to Arriago, 
"the government formed the paramilitaries as a buffer 
against the rebels. They took some local delinquents, 

gave them PRI money and military training, and 
turned them into today's version of the Guardias 
Blancas" -"White Guards," death squads formerly set 
up by large plantation owners to keep their slaves ter
rified and compliant. 

Arriago said that while the paramilitaries, aligned 
with the INPM members, pressed from one side, the 
Zapatistas pushed from the other. The Bees resisted in 
their own nonviolent way. When the paramilitary 
units, who'd taken a drubbing at the hands of the 
Zapatistas, decided to get even in a big way, they 
attacked the defenseless Bees. The men imprisoned for 
the massacre are guilty, Arriago said, "but they're the 
less guilty ones. The people behind the decision to kill 
the Bees are not in jail." 

They may not even be in Chiapas. Arriago argues 
that behind the violence in Chiapas is a decision by 
the Mexican elite to integrate the rural state into the 
modern economic development of Mexico. "The 
indigenous get in the way of that. They plant corn 
where others want to build maquiladoras or drill for 
oil. So the government militarizes the zone in order 
for its economic plans to go forward. What' s the log
ical result of this? Extermination. Historically, the 
economic dreams of the wealthy have excluded the 
poor majority. And so they've had to kill them off 
with epidemics, with hunger. Today, in Chiapas, 
they're getting rid of them by getting them to kill 
each other." 

Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist missionary in Central 
America. 
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by Cherie R. White 

What does it take to be ready for ministry? What are the 

challenges and needs of ministry in Mexico today? 

••• irst of all, we need to 
understand that Mexico 
was basically a rural coun
try until approximately 50 
years ago. Since then, it has 
been rapidly becoming 

urban. Thus, ministry within the 
Methodist Church of Mexico 
(known by its acronym in Spanish, 
IMMAR) has many aspects, espe
cially since the itinerancy of pastors 
can mean a variety of appoint
ments across a lifetime of serving 
the church. 

Pastors must have the preach
ing, evangelistic, visitation, and 
administrative skills required of 
any minister in any part of the 
world, but they must also take 
into account the church's official 
stance on the social implications 
of ministry. This means they must 

be aware of needs in their commu
nity and respond to those needs 
out of Christian love. Thus, many 
pastors oversee or start projects 
such as clinics, schools, or min
istries with stree t children or 
migrant workers. 

To meet these challenges, pas
tors need to be well-equipped, so 
the Methodist Church of Mexico 
offers two seminaries: the Dr. 
Gonzalo Baez Camargo Seminary 
in Mexico City and the John 
Wesley Seminary in Monterrey 
(northern Mexico). Each seminary 
serves three of the six annual con
ferences in Mexico. Each has a 
high school (three years), college 
(four years), and master's pro
gram, plus an extension program 
that serves laypersons and part
time ministers. 
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Since I am a professor and 
dean at the seminary in Mexico 
City, I would like to use its students 
and programs as examples. The 
seminary was founded in 1917 as a 
joint effort of the Methodist and 
several other Protestant churches. 
The seminary in Monterrey, which 
is 34 years old, was founded so that 
students in the northern part of the 
country would not have to travel 
the long distance to Mexico City for 
training. 

The students at Baez Camargo 
Seminary range in age from 18 to 
more than 60. For many, this train
ing will be the only advanced edu
cation they will receive. About half 
the students are women, which 
means that ministry is an impor
tant career for women, although 
our hope is that all have been called 
by the Lord. In reality, some stu
dents are in the process of discover
ing the Lord's will for their lives, so 
the seminary also helps in the dis
cernment process. 
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Student Response to Challenge 
In their second year of studies, all 
students receive a pastoral appoint
ment. Very few are under the care 
of another minister, which means 
they are on their own. Some stu
dents from urban environments 
find it rough to be assigned to a 
rural church, especially if it is in an 
area where scorpions and red spi
ders reside. For example, about six 
years ago, Erika had a three-hour 
trip, which included an hour on 
horseback, to reach her charge. One 
of Samuel's main challenges in his 
rural church was that someone 
kept stealing the rope to the 
church's bell so that he couldn't call 
the people to worship. 

More recently, Hugo, a very 
young-looking 21-year-old who 
was in the high school program, 
was assigned two rural churches in 
the state of Puebla. He bicycled 
from one to the other several times 
on Sunday to meet all the Sunday 
school classes and morning and 
evening worship services. There 
were also youth meetings, which 
he revived, since they were almost 
extinct. He did such a good job 
with the youth that a district youth 
meeting was programmed for his 
churches. This meant a lot of plan
ning and organizing. 

At his first worship service, 
Hugo stood up in the pulpit and 
looked out at the congregation-all 
women; even the children were 
girls. These two churches had vir
tually no men because the men 
were all in the United States earn
ing money as undocumented 
workers. Hugo cheerfully signed 
up for a course in feminist theology 
as soon as he could. Meeting the 
special needs of separated families 
in communities that barely exist 
has become a special emphasis for 
ministry. Yet Hugo's churches were 
some of the oldest Methodist 
churches in Puebla, so no one 
wanted to give them up. Hugo did 
an incredible job of reviving the 
churches, in spite of his youth and 
lack of experience. 

The seminary is very proud of 
how the students respond to the 
various challenges of ministry 
that they face and how they come 
to value the education the school 
provides. Many try to finish the 
secular high school program so 
that they can then enter the col
lege program, realizing that min
istry requires a broad and solid 
theological education. 

January Workshops 
Another exciting program at the 
Baez Camargo Seminary is the 
January Workshops, started in 
1993. Guest speakers from the 
United States and Latin America 
offer different perspectives on well
known subjects or new ideas for 
ministry. The seminarians must 
attend, but the workshops also pro
vide an opportunity for continuing 
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Opposite, p. 16: Ile6a 
Andrade and Juana Vega 
walk through the archway of 
the Methodist Dr. Gonzalo 
Baez Camargo seminary in 
Mexico City. 

Left: January workshops 
2000 - Cherie White trans
lates for a General Board of 
Discipleship representative. 

Below: A class at Baez 
Camargo Seminary. 

education for all ministers and 
interested laypersons. Months 
ahead people call to ask what is 
being offered because they do not 
want to miss out. Guests have 
included a US bishop, seminary 
professors, ministers, executives 
from the United Methodist general 
agencies, and retirees. All of them 
pay their own airfare or receive 
support from their offices. What a 
blessing for the seminary and how 
enriching! 

An important part of this 
workshop program has been the 
relationship with Perkins School of 
Theology in Dallas, Texas. For the 
past three years, Perkins has sent a 
different professor as one of the 
workshop leaders, along with a 
group of students. Each year the 
number has grown. In 2002 the pro
gram included an opportunity to 
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Baez Camargo Seminary students in Mexico City. 

pair Perkins students with Mexican 
students to visit the pastoral 
charges of the Mexicans over a 
weekend. The Perkins students 
were able to see what ministry in 
Mexico entails, and the Mexican 
students were able to establish 
bonds with future ministers in the 
United States. This year, for the first 
time, we also received a group of 
students from the Methodist 
Theological School in Ohio, who 
also paired with our students to see 
ministry firsthand in Mexico. 

It is exciting to see people 
change their viewpoints, envision 
new perspectives, create bonds, 
and live a new reality, which will 
mean a richer and more committed 
ministry in either setting, the 
United States or Mexico. In a world 
that still does not fully understand 
what the Gospel demands, and 
where fear of the unknown is 
prevalent, experiencing another 
reality is important. In addition, the 
United States has many citizens 
and new residents of Latin 
American origin. The church needs 
to develop new ministries that take 
into account the language, culture, 
and religious diversity in the 
United States. By taking part in an 
immersion program at a 
Methodist-related institution in 
Mexico, American students can 

begin to envis10n other ways of 
doing ministry. 

Challenges to the Seminary 
As a seminary, Baez Camargo con
stantly faces challenge, but it is 
exciting to come up with possible 
creative solutions. Economic chal
lenges are always present, as in the 
United States. Maintaining a well
qualified faculty is also a constant 
challenge. The seminary developed 
the master 's program so that the 
seminary and extension-program 
centers will always have qualified 
teachers. We also hope that the 
master 's program will prepare the
ologians and biblical scholars to 
help the Methodist Church of 
Mexico envision creative solutions 
to meet the challenges of the new 
millennium. 

Ecumenical Environment 
Another interesting aspect of theo
logical education in Mexico City is 
the ecumenical environment in 
which the Baez Camargo Seminary 
operates. The Mexican Theological 
Community is next door, and the 
Baptist, Lutheran, and Anglican 
seminaries are nearby. A little far
ther away is the Presbyterian semi
nary. All the seminaries are related 
through the Mexican chapter of the 
Latin American Association of 
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Theological Schools. Most students 
arrive with doubts and fears about 
other denominations, but here they 
share classes and chapels with 
other Protestants and come to 
appreciate and respect other tradi
tions. There are also lectures or 
encounters with Roman Catholics, 
which have helped the students 
realize that Catholics, too, are try
ing to live out the demands of the 
Gospel faithfully. 

The Methodist Church of 
Mexico needs more pastors as it 
continues to grow, pastors who can 
adapt to different situations. The 
rural setting includes peasant and 
indigenous communities, while the 
urban setting includes anything 
from small towns to the largest city 
in the world (Mexico City) with its 
inner city, slums, and suburbs. The 
two seminaries must offer a variety 
of subjects to create an awareness 
of the different environments. Most 
of all, the seminaries must form 
ministers who can be creative as 
challenges arise, perceive needs, 
and have the skills to find solutions 
in partnership with the members of 
their congregations. 

For me, being at the Dr. 
Gonzalo Baez Camargo Seminary 
as a collaborator in ministry with 
Mexican and US colleagues is both 
a privilege and a constant chal
lenge. Relating to the students pro
vides me with new insights, and 
helping them work through their 
problems is always enriching. 
Discerning what the church needs, 
so that its future ministers will be 
prepared, is a task that demands 
the efforts and prayers of many. I 
invite you, reader, to pray for the 
seminaries in Mexico City and 
Monterrey, so that we can be com
petent in our tasks and faithful to 
our Lord. 

Cherie R. White is a United 
Methodist missionary serving in 
Mexico as a professor and academic 
dean of the Dr. Gonzalo Baez 
Camargo Seminary of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico in Mexico City. 
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The Development of 
Methodism. in Mexico 

oth the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, 
began missionary activity in 
Mexico in 1873, working pri
marily in different geographic 

areas. By 1876, their work had expanded 
to include a training school to develop 
Mexican leadership for the new congre
gations and a publishing program for a 
church paper, El Abogado Cristiano, and 
Christian literature. In addition, the two 
bodies established schools and social 
centers to meet the needs of the people. 

In 1930 the General Conferences of 
both the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, granted autonomy to a single 
body, the Methodist Church of Mexico 
(now called Iglesia Metodista de 

by Joyce Hill 

Mexico, AR.). The church elected a 
Mexican as its episcopal leader. The 
church had expanded its ministry to the 
point that it was divided into two annu
al conferences, the Central Conference 
and the Border Conference, each with its 
own bishop and seminary for pastoral 
training. As a result of continued church 
growth, the two conferences were subse
quently divided. At the present time, 
there are six annual conferences, each 
presided over by its own bishop. 

The Methodist Church of Mexico 
has opted for term limits for its episco
pal leadership. A bishop can be reelected 
to serve a second term. Upon comple
tion of the second term, he or she con
tinues to serve as any other ordained 
elder through the appointment process 
of the conference. 

Photo above: Methodist Church fellowship gathering, Alamo, Veracruz. 
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Among its first endeavors, the 
Women's Foreign Missionary Society 
opened an orphanage in Mexico City. 
A deaconess training school was also 
established in Mexico City to prepare 
women for a specific role in small 
rural churches, schools, and social 
centers. In the 1960s, when the ordi
nation of women was accepted, this 
school was integrated into the course 
of study provided by the seminaries. 
Today, men and women study togeth
er for the pastoral ministry of the 
church. 

Joyce Hill was a missionary in Cuba, 
Argentina, and Chile prior to serving 26 
years as an area executive for relationships 
that GBGM maintains in Lati11 America 
and the Caribbean. 
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The Mexico Annual 
Conference (Conferencia 
Mexico) Bishop Graciela 

Alvarez: Delgado 

The Mexico Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Church of 
Mexico, presently under the 

leadership of Bishop Graciela 
Alvarez Delgado, covers Mexico 
City, the largest city in the world; 
the state of Mexico, which sur
rounds the city; the state of 
Morelos; the state of Guerrero, 
including beautiful Acapulco; and 
northern Hidalgo. The conference 
extends from the urban jungle of 
the national capital through the 
sugarcane-producing lowlands of 
Morelos, to the beaches of the 
Pacific Ocean. There is a great vari
ety of people, ranging from the 
wealthy and middle-class, well-

Holy Trinity sanctuary, Mexico City. 

educated people of the cities to the 
urban poor and the indigenous 
people of the rural and mountain 
areas, who speak their native lan
guages, with Spanish as a second 
language. 

At present, the Mexico Annual 
Conference has three districts: 
Southwest (35 churches in Mexico 
City and in the states of Guerrero 
and Morelos); Anahuac Valley (25 
churches, mainly in the state of 
Mexico with some in Mexico City); 
and Central (24 churches, mainly 
Mexico City and a few in the state 
of Mexico). Membership within the 
Mexico Annual Conference stands 
at a little more than 5000. 

The Mexico Annual Confer
ence has two historical and beauti
ful churches. They are located in 
downtown Mexico City in the 
area called Centro Historico, 
where buildings date from colo
nial times (1500s). Holy Trinity 
Methodist Church (commonly 
known as Gante for the street it 
stands on) was once part of the 
Saint Fr ncis Monastery, dating 
from 1525. It housed the first 
orphanage of the Methodi t 
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Bishop Graciela Alvarez Delgado. 

Church, opened in 1874, one year 
after the Methodist Church offi
cially began its ministry in 
Mexico. Messiah Methodist 
Church, inaugurated in 1901, is in 
the Gothic style. 

The San Andres Clinic 
The Mexico Annual Conference is 
working with people who live at 
the foot of the recently awakened 
volcano Popocatepetl, in the small 
town of San Andres Tlalamac. 
There, the majority of the popula
tion are extremely poor; they are 
illiterate and lack basic services 
such as potable water and proper 
medical care. The Divine 
Redeemer Methodist Church of 
San Andres Tlalamac resolved to 
build the Good Samaritan Clinic. 
Through the years, several 
Volunteers-In-Mission teams from 
the United States have helped the 
local residents finish the building. 
The clinic now open its doors 
three days a week, giving medical 
attention to an average of 7 to 10 
clients a day. 

In addition, the clinic provides 
information on general hygiene, 
pregnancy, children's health, and 
chronic illnesse through talks, 
tudy sessions, and printed materi

als. Of the average 110 per on who 
receive medical attention every 
month, 68 percent are women, 26 
percent are infants and children, 
and 6 percent are men. The clinic 
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still needs a full-time nurse, a den
tist, other specialists, and adequate 
equipment. 

Ministry to Street Children 
According to official reports, in 
Mexico City proper, there are 14,000 
children under the age of 18 living in 
the streets. They survive by selling 
candies, wiping car windshields, 
and juggling at stop lights. Of these, 
50 percent did not finish primary 
school, 11 percent are illiterate, 49 
percent decided to live in the streets 
because of parental abuse, and 82 
percent use drugs. 

The words of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ in Matthew 25:40, "Just as 
you did it to one of the least of 
these ... you did it to me," gave birth 
to a ministry with these street chil
dren. This project was started in 
1996 by the Divine Redeemer 
Methodist Church, founded in 1889, 
located in one of the most densely 
populated sections of the city. Today, 
many of the churches in Mexico City 
contribute to the ministry. 

Every Saturday, approximately 
79 children use the church facilities 
to wash their clothes, take a shower, 
and eat a hot breakfast. The meals 

are prepared by a women's guild 
called White Legions of Christian 
Service. Young people from different 
Methodist churches spend time 
playing basketball or soccer and 
sharing devotions and Bible study 
with the street children. The min
istry also provides medical attention 
once a week. The goal is to build the 
House for Street Children, where the 
church can give the children perma
nent medical and psychological 
help, as well as loving pastoral care. 

A baptism at Holy Trinity Methodist 
Church, also known as Cante 
Methodist Church, in Mexico City. 

Retired Missionary Jose Luis Velazco (left) and Wilson Boots, UM miss ionan; 
assigned to ClEMAL, in the United Publishing House, Mexico City. 
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Carmen Susano is a 17-year-old 
girl who survived on her own in the 
streets since she was 7. She encoun
tered the grace of God through the 
street-children ministry of the 
Divine Redeemer Church. Today, 
Carmen has left the streets and lives 
and works with a family. She is free 
of drugs and on Saturdays helps 
cook breakfast for other children 
who are in the same situation she 
was in several months ago. She says 
that being involved with the church 
has meant a great deal to her, and 
she shows a sincere interest in the 
word of God. Carmen is just one 
example of what can be accom
plished by following God's guid
ance and call to serve. 

Christianizing Mexico was one 
of the Spaniards' goals when 
Christopher Columbus accidentally 
found the New World. The conquis
tadors following Heman Cortes to 
Mexico came with the cross as a sign 
of redemption, but they also brought 
the sword. Many of the region's peo
ples became convinced of the superi
ority of the Christian faith, especially 
when they saw the powerlessness of 
their native gods in the face of the 
swords and guns of the Spaniards. 
Today, to become Christian in 
Mexico is not a matter of power and 
powerlessne~>.; it is a matter of hav
ing felt the love and transforming 
touch of God in one's own heart. 

GBGM Missionaries 

United Methodist missionaries 

serving the Mexico Conference: 

• Philip and Diana W ingeier-Rayo 

• Cherie White 

Written by Emmanuel Vargas Alavez, 
an ordained elder in the Mexico 
Conference and Development Editor 
of Spanish Resources for the United 
Methodis t Publishing House in 
Nashville. 
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The Southeast Annual 
Conference (Conferencia 
Sureste) Bishop Enrique 

Flores Banera 

TThe Southeast Conference of 
the Methodist Church of 
Mexico is made up of the 

following states: southern Puebla, 
southern Veracruz, southern Tiax
cala, Oaxaca, Tabasco, Campeche, 
Yucatan, Chiapas, and Quintana 
Roo. The conference is divided into 
three districts, and each district is 
divided into subdistricts. The 
Southeast District, administered by 
Superintendent Manuel Hernandez 
Ramirez, has three subdistricts. The 
Eastern District, under Superinten
dent Cruz Hernandez Vargas, has 
three subdistricts. The Tlaxcala 
District, under Superintendent Noe 
Sanchez Molina, has four di tricts. 

In all, there are 86 organized 
congregations in the conference 
and six mission churches. Thirty-

eight pastors serve the conference 
with 49 additional church workers, 
who serve a itinerant pastors, lay 
pastors, part-time pastors, and in 
other capacities. Most of the activi
ties in the conference are carried 
out on the local level. 

Young Evangelists 
Young people are especially active 
in sharing with others the message 
of salvation. Some speak in shop
ping centers or perform as mimes. 
Others visit local jails, juvenile 
rehabilitation centers, and hospi
tals. They also evangelize through 
small groups. As a result of such 
efforts by youth, many Mexicans 
are converted to Christianity or 
become better Christians. 

Two Educational Institutions 
The Southeast Conference has two 
venerable educational institutions 
in the city of Puebla: Madero 
University and Mexico Normal 
Institute. 

Madero University had its ori
gin in 1874 when the missionaries 
William and Clementine R. Butler 
founded an orphanage in Mexico 
City. Later it became a seminary 
known as the Mexican Methodist 
Institute. It wa moved to Toledo in 

The city of Puebla with Mt. Popocatepetl in the background. 
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the center of the historic city of 
Puebla in 1910. In 1927, the semi
nary became the Mexican In titute 
Madero. In 1982, the institute 
opened a second campus in the 
Zavaleta section of the Cholula 
suburb of Puebla (see p . 38 for 
story). 

In 1982, the institute offered the 
first university-level clas es in the 
School of Accounting and Admin
istration. When this school wa 
incorporated by the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico, 
Madero Institute then became 
Madero University (UMAD). At 
the present time, Madero Univers
ity occupies two campuse in 
Puebla: Toledo and Zavaleta. It 
offers education from preschool 
through the university level. The 
university provides its students 
with a library; science lab ; com
puter labs; typing rooms; studio 
for art, video, music, and dance; 
sports fields; and basketball courts. 
It also offers counseling and aca
demic help, medical attention, and 
psychopedagogical guidance. 

Mexico Normal Institute, in the 
historic center of Puebla, wa al o 
founded in the 19th century. Thus it 
has more than 120 years of experi
ence in educating students and 
developing their values and char
acter. It provides academic pro
grams from preschool through 
high school and offers a degree in 
kindergarten teaching, thus meet
ing the needs of many people. It 
has strong programs in sports, 
computer science, and foreign lan
guages. It also develops a en e of 
value through conference for stu
dents and parent and variou cul
tural activities. 

Shelters, Hostels, and Clinics 
The Southeast Conferenc pon or 
shelters, hostels, and clinic tom t 
Mexicans' need . Th Good 
Samaritan Shelter for th Children 
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A farmer outside Tehuacan, Puebla. 

Chiapas, takes care of 45 to 55 cllil
dren. Twenty-seven live at the shel
ter and others come during the day 
for educational programs. An out
reach program provides health care 
in the nearby communities. Several 
local businesses provide donations 
for the shelter. 

Hogar La Familia in Serdan, 
Puebla, can care for up to 40 boys 

Northwest Annual Conference 
(Conferencia Noroeste) Bishop 

Antonio Aguiiia Marquez 

S
even years ago, in 1995, on the 
basis of the work already 
undertaken in the northwest

ern part of Mexico, the General 
Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico created the 
Northwest Annual Conference. 

The conference, bounded on 
the north by California and 
Arizona, covers the states of Baja 
California, Baja California Sur, 
Sonora, and Sinaloa. This large 
geographical region contains 

and girls, although usually only 29 
or 30 live there. Their age r.ange is 
from 3 to 17. The home was estab
lished to offer housing, nutrition, 
and help with education. 
Uniforms, school supplies, and 
tuition aid are provided. Medical 
attention and Christian education 
are also available. Support comes 
from The United Methodist Church 
and an interdenominational pro
gram, Caring Action for Children 
(seep. 42 for story). 

Eben-Ezer Clinic, located in 
Tochirnizolco, Puebla, gave med
ical attention to 1230 people in 
2001. Once a year a medical cara
van comes for a week of hard work. 
At this time, dentists, ophthalmolo
gists, and internists provide care 
and do some follow-up work with 
patients who come for annual 
checkups. The clinic receives help 

coastal areas, deserts, and moun
tains. The terrain offers varied cli
mates ranging from extreme 
desert heat in the summer to 
extreme cold year round in the 
higher elevations of the moun ain
ous areas. The area along the 
Pacific coast is one of the most 
beautiful in Mexico. 

The Northwest Annual 
Conference is presided over by 
Bishop Antonio Aguifia Marquez. 
It is divided into two districts: the 
Peninsular District, headed by the 
Rev. Eliud Elizondo, and the 
Northern Pacific District, presided 
over by Rev. Cecilia Quintero. 
There are 30 ordained elders serv
ing 31 organized congregations 
with a total of 1500 members. 

Work is carried out in three 
areas: Christian nurture through 
Christian education programs; 
Christian witness through our 
programs of evangelization, disci
pleship, social action; and admin
istration and finance. Local 
churches have organizations for 
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from United Methodist churches in 
Arizona and Kansas to cover the 
salary of the doctor and the cost of 
medicines (seep. 40 for story). 

The Good Samaritan Clinic in 
Tatoxcac gives medical attention to 
nearly 4000 people annually in the 
areas of general medicine, gynecol
ogy, surgery, ophthalmology, den
tal care, and lab analysis. 

Translated from Spanish by Joyce Hill . 

GBGM Missionaries 

United Methodist Missionaries serving 

the Southeast Conference: 

• Ellen Carter 

• Jean Jacobs 
• Terry and Muriel Henderson 
• Glenn and Darla Rowley 

men, women, teenagers, and older 
youth. 

The Northwest Conference is 
challenged by its vision: "To Grow 
in Quality, Membership, Unity, 
Service, and Stewardship." Its 
motto is: "Every Methodist an 
Evangelist." 

A variety of programs strive to 
meet the needs of people. 
Ministries among needy cllildren 
include daycare centers, kinder
gartens, and lunch programs. 
Needs of the indigenous people are 
addressed by providing medical 
care, a daycare center, and a food
distribution program. Undocu
mented migrants needing shelter 
and food are served through a cen
ter on the US border. Women can 
improve their skills at an arts and 
crafts school. There is a ministry for 
older women who are widowed, 
and social and spiritual needs of 
families are addressed in a family 
ministry program. All these min
istries have been established for the 

Con tinued on page 26 
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The Methodist Church of Mexico 
Iglesia Metodista de Mexico, A. R. (IMMAR) 

Northwest Annual Conference 
Top: The cliffs of Baja, California 
Sea of Cortez. 
A bove: "God is Love" milk program 
in Sonora. 

Septentrional Annual Conference 
Left: The city of Pachuca, Hidalgo, with the Methodist Church in the center. 
Right: A street vendor in Morelia, Michoctin . 

Pacific Ocean 

M exico Annual Conference 
Left: A flower vendor in Mexico City. 
Right: The Zocalo, government administrative 
buildings, and cathedral in Mexico City. 



North Central Annual Conference 
Left: An indigenous woman of the Tarahumara 
Mountains, Chihuahua, Mexico. Right: T11e Barranca del 
Cobre in the Tarahumara Mountains. 

Gulf of Mexico 
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Eastern Annual Conference 
Top: Missionary Victor Rosete in North 
Pame territory, San Luis Potosi. 
Above: A family in a Reynosa slum. 

Southeast Annual 
Conference 
Top: Pyramid del Mago, 
Uxmal, Yucatan . 
Above: A street market in 
Uman , Yucatan . 
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A bove: Children in the kindergarten 
program at Ejido Cuernavaca in Baja, 
California. Below : The kindergarten 
building at Ejido Cuernavaca. 

building up of the church, the sal
vation of the lost, and support for 
those in need. 

Fountain of Life Program 
A group of women from the Good 
Shepherd Methodist Church in 
Agua Prieta, Sonora, held a prayer 
meeting on February 9, 2001. After 
the meeting, they took dozens of 
blankets they had collected and 
started out into the streets to find 
people who needed them. It was 
very cold, and they did not know 
which way to go. 

God led them to a very poor 
section on the outskirts of the city 
called La Empacadora. It is popu
lated by people from all over 
Mexico whose dream of reaching 
the United States has been thwart
ed. They live in frustration because 
their dream of finding a better life 
has become a nightmare of daily 
existence. 

More than 400 people live in 

the slum, equally divided between 
adults and children. They lack 
modem life's basic necessities of 
pure water, electricity, and a sewer 
system. Their lives are spiritually 
empty and they are emotionally 
destroyed because of the difficult 
experiences they have undergone. 
Almost all of them suffer from lack 
of health care because they cannot 
pay for it. 

As a result of the blanket 
d ona tion, the Good Shepherd 
Methodist Church has established 
a m1ss10n outpost in La 
Empacadora called the Fountain 
of Life. It meets the spiritual needs 
of the community through regular 
worship services, a Sunday 
school, prayer meetings, and 
small-group Bible studies during 
the week. Basic nutritional needs 
are being met through a food 
pantry. A counseling program 
helps people plan for the future . 
No one could have foreseen what 
would happen that February day 
when a small group of Methodist 
women went out to share blankets 
with people who were cold. 

Property has been purchased 
and a small building has been con
structed for the new ministry. The 
people of La Empacadora are 
dreaming of a holistic ministry in 
which professionally trained 
church members offer their services 
in response to God's call . Serving 
God in La Empacadora is a great 
challenge, but sharing God's love 

EW WORLD OUTLOOK MAY /JU E 2002 

and seeing the change in people's 
lives is also a beautiful experience. 

The Arts and Crafts School 
The conference takes seriously the I 
words of James 1:27: "Religion that 
is pure and undefiled before God, 
the Father, is this: to care for 
orphans and widows in their dis
tress, and to keep oneself unstained 
by the world." Accordingly the 
conference established the School 
of Arts and Crafts primarily to 
serve the specific needs of women. 

Lourdes Herrera de Rojas is the 
director. At the school, single 
women who lack education and 
income-providing skills have the 
opportunity to develop such skills. 
The program is provided at no cost 
to the participants. 

Classes are offered two hours a 
day, three days a week, for a fow
month period. Women can learn 
leather embossing, tailoring and 
dressmaking, and other crafts. 
Children have the opportunity to 
learn painting. Approximately 40 
people participate in each fow
month period. 

Support for Migrant Workers 
Inspired by Deuteronomy 10:19, 
"You shall also love the stranger, 
for you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt," the Center for Support of 
Migrants is directed by Alejandra 
Ramos Munoz. The center provides 
living space for migrants who come 
to the city seeking work or who 
have been deported by the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) of the United States. 
The migrants receive room and 
board for up to a week. The center 
also provides medical attention 
and makes a barber available. 
Spiritual help and counseling are 
provided by a chaplain. An average 
of 30 people are cared for at the cen
ter each month. 

Translated from Spanish by Joyce Hill. 
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Church serving in the conference. 
The primary emphasis of the 

conference in recent years has been 
missionary outreach. It has estab
lished a mission agency with an 
office in the city of Chihuahua. One 
full-time staff person is assigned to 
the agency. 

A primary concern of the con
ference has been the development 
of an intercultural missionary out
reach. At the present time two mis
sionaries serve in Jordan and 
Kurdistan in the Middle East, one 
missionary works with the indige
nous population in the state of 
Oaxaca, and several missionaries 
serve in isolated and difficult places 
for evangelization in Chihuahua 
and other areas of this conference. 
The conference also supports mis
sionaries in Spain and Morocco and 
will soon be supporting one in 
Pakistan. 

This wide outreach has not hap
pened because the North Central 
Conference is financially wealthy 
but because we firmly believe that 

our primary task is to preach Jesus 
Christ to the nations of the world . 
We are open to receive any sugges
tion and assistance to become better 
missionaries for Jesus Chri t. 

In September 2001, the confer
ence opened a home in Creel, 
Chihuahua, for the indigenous 
youth who live in the Tarahumara 
Mountains of that s tate . There 
they receive free room and board 
while they go to school and deep
en their spiri tual lives. The confer
ence will soon be opening work
shops so they can be trained in 
carpentry, metalwork, tailoring, 
and cooking. This outreach min
istry began because the 
Tarahumara young people have 
no educational opportunities 
beyond primary school in their 
local villages. Most of them lack 
the necessary funds to live and 

I ' • 

study away froin home. The con
ference home in Creel, the nearest 
urban community, helps them 
continue their education. At the 
present time, it has 10 young 
women and 10 young men. The 
conference hopes to expand the 
home to care for up to 60 young 
people. 

Another outreach ministry of 
the North Central Conference is a 
medical clinic in the Pitorreal, 
Chihuahua, in the Tarahumara 
Mountains. It is served by volun
teer medical teams from both the 
Methodist Church of Mexico and 
The United Methodist Church in 
the United States. All medical serv
ices, including medicines, are free. 
The clinic meets a great need, since 
most of the indigenous Tara
humara lack economic resources to 
go to the urban centers to receive 

Indigenous residents of the boarding school in the Tarahumara Mountains, 
Chihuahua, Mexico. 
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Indigenous children of the Tara
humara Mountains, Chihuahua, 
Mexico. 

medical attention. Our long-term 
goal is to have a full-time medical 
professional at the clinic and to 
build facilities in which surgery can 
be performed in addition to the clin
ical services now available. 

These are only three examples 
of the conference's efforts to serve 
those in greatest need. 

The North Central Conference 
has several schools that provide 
education from kindergarten 
through the university level. It also 
has homes for the elderly, medical 
clinics in urban areas, a home for 
retired pastors, and a campground 
that serves as a place for spiritual 
retreats. 

At times our work is difficult, 
especially in areas where there is 
opposition to our outreach ministry. 
We ask for your continued support, 
particularly your prayers, for our 
work so that we can fulfill our min
istry in Mexico and other places in 
the world. 

Article translated from Spanish by 
Joyce Hill. 

~ . - ... ', . . - . . '. . . . . ' . . -

1he Septentrional Annual 
Conference (Conferencia 

Septentrional) Bishop Isaias 
Ramos Corona 

T
he Septentrional Annual 
Conference covers the region 
just north of the center of 

Mexico, dividing the country into 
north and south. Septentrion, Latin 
for "seven plow oxen," refers to the 
seven stars of the Ursa Major con
stellation in the northern sky. 

The conference, formed 12 
years ago in 1990, includes the fol
lowing states: Jalisco, Nayarit, 
Colima, Aguascalientes, Michoa
can, Guanajuato, Queretaro, the 
southern region of Hidalgo, the 
southeastern region of San Luis 
Potosf, and the northern regions of 
Veracruz, Puebla, and Tlaxcala. The 
conference extends from coast to 
coast and includes important moun
tain chains such as La Huasteca. 
Many areas of the Septentrional 
Conference are well known for their 
agricultural activities. 

The conference, led by Bishop 
Isaias Ramos Corona, is divided 

into two districts, each with its own 
superintendent. Superintendent 
Guadalupe Martinez Olivares over
sees the Bajfo District; Superinten
dent Garicey Garcia Torres oversees 
the Hidalgo District. 

There are 52 pastoral charges in 
the Septentrional Conference, 
including both m1ss1ons and 
churches. Forty ministers serve in 
the conference. Twelve of these are 
ordained elders and the rest are lay 
ministers who serve part-time. 

Six Areas of Ministry 
Since 1998, the Septentriona 
Conference has worked in si 
areas of ministry. These areas 
used by the conference staff an 
local churches to organize th 
work of the church. The loc 
pastors are responsible for impl 
mentation. 

The area of ministerial <level 
opment seeks to care for and nur 
ture full-time pastors and lay mini 
ters. The conference provide 
opportunities for development 
including seminary training, schol 
arships, and other kinds of 
resources that enable pastors to 
grow spiritually and professionally. 

The area of social projects 
encompasses all the programs that 
the church uses to show God's mes
sage of love. This area includes the 
Evangelism and Discipleship and 
Social Action departments of the 

The youth fellowship from Poza Rica, Veracruz, helping people left homeless by 
a flood. 
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The Methodist church in Pachuca, 
e pasto Hidalgo. 
irofessio 
cial pr conference. (A fuller description is 

given below.) 
The area of Christian formation 

contributes to the Christian educa
tion of all church members. Part of 
it responsibility is to create resource 
materials and training facilities for 
the spiritual growth and develop
ment of the people of the church. 

In the area of missionary proj
ects, the conference seeks to create 
new missions in regions that are 
ready for church development. The 
conference identifies missionary 
candidates and provides training for 
missionary development. 

The area of finances and admin
i tration identifies and obtains eco
nomic resources for all the projects 
and programs covered by the six 
areas of ministry. 

. !h~ task of the area of special 
nurustries is to oversee all the pro
grams focused on specific groups of 
people, such as youth, seniors, and 
children. 

A Variety of Social Projects 
One way of serving God is by show
ing love to others. As a part of 
the Methodist tradition, the 
Septentrional Conference has 
undertaken many social and 
community-development projects. 
One project, in Tequisquiapan, 
Queretaro, cares for many children 
living on the streets. Another social 
project is the kindergarten-to-12th
grade school located in Pachuca, 
Hidalgo. In the same city, the confer
ence operates a medical clinic. The 
conference runs a kindergarten in 
Cortazar, Guanajuato, and engages 
in prison ministries in Mixquiahuala 
and Apcin, both in Hidalgo. 

Many projects are in the 
planning stage. In Salamanca, 
Guanajuato, the conference runs 
the Center of Help for young drug 
addicts. In a low-income zone of 
the city of Queretaro, medical and 
educational projects are being 
built. A project in the city of 
Guanajuato offers high school and 
university education. Through its 
evangelism program, the confer
ence is now ready to open church
es in San Miguel de Allende, 
Guanajuato; Morelia, Michoacan; 
Puerto Vallarta, Jali ·co; and Tula, 
Hidalgo. In addition, missions 
serve several indigenous commu
nities in the mountainous areas 
of the conference, such as 
Tlalnepantla, San Luis Potosi, and 
Zimapan, Hidalgo. 

A very important project for the 
Christian community is the con
struction of a Methodist camp locat
ed one hour from Mexico City in 
Hidalgo. Finally, the conference has 
purchased land for building a new 
episcopal office, an essential project 
for its work. 
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Eastem Annual Conference 
(Conferencia Oriental) 

Bishop Raul Rosas Gonzalez 

T
he Eastern Annual Confer
ence, founded in 1990, encom
passes the states of Coahuila 

(except LaLaguna), Nuevo Leon, 
and Tamaulipas, the north and cen
tral regions of San Luis Potosi, the 
northern part of Veracruz, and the 
northeastern region of Zacatecas. 
The conference has five educational 
establishments (two in Monterrey 
City, one in Saltillo, one in Reynosa, 
and one in Monclova), and the John 
Wesley Seminary in Monterrey. The 
conference also maintains two 
homes for students (one in 
Monterrey and the other in 
Galeana), one camp, one clinic, and 
a home for the elderly. Volunteers
In-Mission from different confer
ences of The UMC support all of 
these projects. 

Ministry to the Parnes 
The Eastern Conference is develop
ing a special ministry to the Pame 
del Norte ethnic group in the state 
of San Luis Potosi. The ministry is 
coordinated by the missionary 

A class at John Wesley Seminary in 
Monterrey City, Mexico. 
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Victor Rosete Sosa and a team of 
young volunteers. 

Ther are 23,000 Parnes, includ
ing 12,000 Central Parnes, 10,000 
Northern Parnes, and 1000 indige
nous Jonace. They speak three 
related languages: Central Pame, 
North Pame, and Pame Jonaz. 
These languages all developed 
from Pame, which is the root lan
guage of the Otomangue group. 

The Parnes live in the moun
tainous region between Potosino 
Altiplano and La Huasteca. They 
are found in small towns such 
as Alaquines, Del Maiz City, 
Lagunillas, Rayon, Santa Catarina, 
Tamasopo, Cardenas, and isolated 
farms. In the course of centuries of 
oppression by other groups, they 
were pushed into the steep valleys 
and high slopes where the soil is 
poor and difficult to cultivate. 
Although agriculture is their most 

A shantytown in Reynosa. 

A science class at the Institute Laurens, an educational facility of the Methodist 
Church in Monterrey. 

important occupation, the corn, 
beans, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, 
and lentils they raise barely feed 
the population. To supplement 
their diet, they breed goats and cat
tle, hunt birds, and fish in the 
streams. Some augment their small 
income by selling craftwork and 
products of palm trees. 

The Parnes believe in Jesus 
Christ and practice Catholicism, 
but they retain many elements of 
their ancient, pre-Columbian reli
gion. For example, they worship 
the sun and moon and other 
nature divinities but also the 
Virgin of Guadalupe and the 
"marvelous Lord." They hold cer
emonies in honor of their ancient 
gods in order to ensure a good 
crop. Their own healers conduct 
these ceremonies and are also 
believed to cure the sick. Some 
portions of the New Testament 
have been translated into Central 
Pame and a few biblical passages 
into North Pame. 

Centuries ago the Parnes were 
one of the many nomadic peoples 
who lived by hunting and gather
ing on the northern edges of the fer
tile Valley of Mexico. When one of 

EW WORLD OUTLOOK MAY I JUNE 2002 

these peoples, the Aztecs, who 
spoke a Nahuatl language, entered 
the Valley and established an 
empire after 1300, they referred to 
the Parnes and other still nomadic 
peoples as Chichirnec, from chichi 
("dog") and mecatl ("north"). The 
civilized, corn-growing Aztecs 
looked down on these hunters and 
gatherers as backward and tended 
to restrict them to infertile moun
tainous areas on the edge of the 
Valley. The term Chichimeca became 
pejorative. 

When the Spaniards arrived in 
the 16th century, they thought of 
the Chichirnecs as lawless creatures 
who lived in dark caves or distant 
mountains. Although the Spani
ards imposed forced labor and 
Catholicism on all the indigenous 
people of the Valley, they felt par
ticularly justified in oppressing the 
Chichirnecs. 

Ever since, the Parnes have been 
a marginalized people on the geo
graphic and sociocultural outskirts 
of Mexican society. The Eastern 
Conference believes they need to 
hear Jesus' message of hope, for
giveness, and love and is working to 
bring them that message. 
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January-February 2002 Issue 
I've just finished the January

February i sue. It's grea t. It jumps 
right off the page at you! I e peciaJ
ly appre iate the "How to Get 
Involved" segments. As pre ident 
of our UMW (in a very small 
church), I have assumed the duties 
of mi sion chair. This is going to 
make my job easier. Thanks so 
much for the new ideas and the 
new approach. 

Jane Ricci 
Winchester, TN 

Thanks for including the article 
by Anna Crews in the January
February NWO along with the 
other fine articles. In re pon e to 
your invi tation for suggestions, I 
would be grateful for photos of 
each author along with the byline. 
Just a thumbnail w ould do. 

Vera Moore 

Our pastor, The Rev. Merry 
Watter , showed me the copy of 
New World Outlook she received . I 
chair our Missions and Social 
Concerns Committee and would 
like information on how I migh t 
al o receive one. Glancing through, 
the articles look fa scinating and just 
what our committee could use 
right now. 

Dorothy Graves 
Faith United Methodist Church 

Burlington, VT 

Call the Seroice Center at 1-800-
305-9857. You can order a one-year 
subscription for $15. You can also fi ll 
out the subscription envelope that 
comes in the center of every magazine 
and send it in with a check or money 
order. If you order 5 or more subscrip
tions for your church (for the mission 
committee members, perhaps), the cost 
is $12 per subscription. 

I gjve the whole team an A+. Keep 
up the good work. 

Nan Overman 
First United Methodist Ch11rch 

High Poin t, NC 

January's "Question of the Issue:" 
How should the missions com mit
tee in a loca l church work with the 
United Methodist Women's unit in 
the church? 

Answer: Closely and 
Collaboratively 

The mission committee and the 
Unj ted Methodi t Women (UMW) 
unit in St. Mark UMC work closely 
together on project . The pres~den t 
of the local UMW and the pre ident 
of the United Methodi st Men 
(UMM) are ex-offici o member of 
the St. Mark mi sion committee, 
and there is collabora tive effort in 
meeting mutual goals .... 

When the mission committee 
brought mission ·es Bill and Diana 
Upchurch to speak at the church
wide potluck luncheon, the congre
gation decided it wanted to become 
a covenant church. The covenant 
relationship began wi th offering 
from the congrega tion at that event, 
supplemented by donations from 
UMW and UMM. With this collabo
ration, the goal wa successfu lly 
reached. The St. Mark covenant rela
tionship wi th the Upchurch family is 
now a budgeted item underwri tten 
by church-member pledges to the 
general apportionment budget. 
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Our experi nee shows that the 
UMW and UMM are strong advo
ca te for and coll abora tor with our 
St. Mark mission committee. 

Isabel Wheeler 
Chair, Mission Committee, 

St. Mark UMC, A 11sti11, TX 

As Conference Mis ion 
Edu ca tion and Interpretation offi 
cer, I would strongly urge mis ions 
committees to full y acquai nt them
selve with the United Methodist 
Women's mission [ tatement] or 
"reason for being." 

This could be done by meeting 
jointly, or wi th the UMW Execu tive 
Team, so that a healthy flow of 
que tions and answers could occur. 

At the local church level, it's 
importan t th at a duplica ti on of 
effort does not occur and that there 
is a clea r understanding of how the 
[UMW] monies travel to the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
for di tribution. 

A cl ear u nder tand ing of 
what the p roject of UMW are and 
the e fforts supported by " the 
church" should make fo r more 
effi cient use of mis ion doll ars, 
whatever the source. 

Bet~; f. Udy, MEI 
Oregon-Idaho Conference 

Question of the Issue 

How does the mission com
mittee in a local church maintain a 
good balance of project , in order 
to involve the congrega ti on in 
local, na tional, and international 
mission? 

How to respond 
E-mail us at nwo @gbgm-umc.org 

Call us at: (212) 870-3765 
Write us at: New World Outlook 

475 Riverside Dr., Rm 1476 
New York, NY 101 15 
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Mexico Closes 
Southern Border 

to Immigrants 
Life gets more difficult along the 

railroad tracks leading north. 

Story and photos by Paul Jeffrey 

atricia Zapean hears the train whistle and goes to her front door, 
cringing at what she knows she's likely to see. Her simple house sits 
along the railroad tracks that run through Tapachula, a Mexican city 
of almost 200,000 people in the state of Chiapas, just half an hour 
north of the country's southern border with Guatemala. From her 
vantage point she regularly watches Mexican law-enforcement offi
cials brutalize impoverished migrants from Central America as they 
wait to jump on the freight train, the cheapest-and perhaps most 
dangerous-way to travel north toward the United States. "The 

police knock them to the ground and kick them, yelling, 'Where's your money?' If 
they don't give them money then they just get kicked more. The police know 
where to look. They'll feel all the seams of the migrants' clothes to try to find hid
den money. If they don't find any, they get mad and kick them harder. It makes me 
ashamed," Zapean says. "Yet when we intervene, yelling to leave them be, the 
police accuse us of being migrant smugglers. That makes me angry." 

The drama that Zapean witnesses from her front yard illustrates the conflu
ence of corruption, big business. and international realpolitik that come down 
together on the backs of some of the world's poorest migrants, from all over the 
globe, who flow through this part of Mexico on their way north. 

Geography has long made Central America a key step in the migrants' journey. 
Essentially the narrow part of the funnel, for years the isthmus has seen hundreds 
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f th u ands of migrants annu
ally. om com from a far 
av a a Afri a and India, but 
rno t of th an afford the 
e pensi e pollercr ( muggl rs of 
migrants) and aren' t een on the 
tra ks in front of Za pean 's 
house. The ff1igrant who ride 
the freight train are entral 
Am rica.n , mo tly Hondmans 
and alvadoran , from hurri
cane- and earthquake-ravaged 

the middle of th desert. 
"Without his lending me a 
hand I would be dead," Lopez 
crooned. 

ow1trie that offer Little hope 
for a bett r life. ln th pa t, if 
they were grabbed by the 
Mexi an police, they w re im
ply dumped back on the 
Guatemalan ide of the border. 
ln 2001, however, Mexican 
Pre ident Vicente Fox off red to 
close the fLU"mel in exchang for 
better treatment for undocu
mented Mexi ans living in the 
United Stat . Known a the 
Plan ur (Southern Plan), the 
new policy ha chang d the 
face of immigration in the outh 
of Mexico. For the migrant , it 
has made the journey harder. 

Three Times a Wetback 

Migrants and others cross the Suchiate River 
between Mexico and Guatemala, an easy task to do 
without checking with im111igratio1L au thorities. 

The tribute to Mexican 
solidarity was born out along 
the tracks in Tapachula. As the 
hours went by without a train 
showing up, Zapean and other 
Mexican families along the 
track shared conversation, cof
fee, and tortillas with the wait
ing migrants. Zapean gave a 
pair of old shoes to a woman 
whose plastic thong sandals 
were broken. One family 
prayed over a young 
Nicaraguan, urging him to put 
his faith in God and to stay 
awake to hold on to the box
car. Many migrants slip as 
they climb on to the fast-mov
ing train and lose a limb or 
more to the train' s heavy steel 
wheels. Someone is injured or 
killed just about every week 
climbing onto a train in 
Tapachula, according to 
Zapean' s neighbors and immi
gration officials. Others fall 
asleep after hours of riding the 
train, lose their grip, and fall to "Mexico i beautiful, but how I 

uffered! To pas through without 
paper i difficult," sang Jose Rene 
Lopez, a 20-year-old Honduran 
migrant as he waited for the freight 
train. "There are 5000 kilometers 
that 1 traveled, and l remember each 
and every one." 

I met Lopez and dozens of 
other migrants as they waited along 
the tracks near Zapean's house. It 
was la te in the day, and the 
migrants had heard a rumor that 
the every-other-day northbound 
freight train would pass through 
sometime that evening. As I sat and 
interviewed the migrants, someone 
asked Lopez to sing. 

"When I left my native land 
with the intention of getting to the 
United States, 1 knew I would need 
more than courage, that the best 
among us would perish on the 
way," sang Lopez, after zipping up 
his jacket, slicking back hi hair, and 

clearing hi throat several times to 
the cheers of the migrants who 
gathered around. "There are three 
borders I had to cross, three times I 
crossed without documents, three 
times I had to risk my life. That's 
why I say I'm tres veces mojado" -
three times a wetback, that is, an 
undocumented immigrant who 
enters the United States illegally. 

The song is a popular ballad in 
Central America, where millions 
have traveled the route the lyrics 
describe. It asks questions that are 
troubling. /1 After I crossed the 
Guatemalan-Mexican border, they 
made me a prisoner, even though 
we share the same language and 
skin color. How is it possible for 
them to call me a foreigner?" 

While the song echoes the mis
trea trnent of migrants in Mexico, it 
also describes how "a Mexican 
named Juan" aided the sojourner in 
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their deaths. The family brought 
cup after cup of steaming coffee to 
the young man. 

Police often make a sweep 
along the tracks just before the train 
arrives, residents told me. That 
night, when the first police ca.rs 
appeared about 10 P.M., the migrants 
disappeared into the neighboring 
alleys. Several climbed over a wall 
into the cemetery to hide among the 
gravestones. The police wanted to 
know what a foreign reporter was 
doing there and radioed into head
quarters that they were being 
observed. 

When the train firlally appeared 
at midnight, just one police car kept 
watch, as hw1.dreds of migrants 
emerged from along the tracks, nm
ning desperately to catch it. Those 
who did laughingly waved at me as 
the train flew past, perhaps think
ing, despite the stories and ballads 
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to the contrary, that this train was 
bound for the glory of jobs in the 
United States. 

One of those who waved was 
Adan Velasquez, a 32-year-old from 
Usulatan, El Salvador. A relative 
veteran among the migrants, 
Velasquez once made it as far as 

t Miami, where he worked several 
months before going home to his 
wife and eight children. Yet the 
earthquake in early 2001 had tum
bled their home to the ground, and 
Velasquez said he was frustrated by 
his children's cries of hunger. "I'd 

i like to stay home, but we can't sur
vive there," he told me. So he took 
to the road again. As he waited for 
the train, Velasquez instructed a 
group of 10 young migrants how to 
grab hold safely when the train 
came through. None of the others 

>se a ' had made the journey before. 
i's hea\ Velasquez' counsel gave them hope. 
2 is inj 1 After the train rumbled off to 
t ever) ' the north, Zapean and her husband, 
a tr , Luis, told me goodnight. "May God 

:cordin accompany them," she said, as a 
~rsand • prayer, when the train whistle 
. Othe l echoed in the distant night. 

The next day I learned that the 
police and immigration service had 
mounted "an ambush," as the 
migrants call it, just 20 minutes 
down the tracks. The train was 
stopped and surrounded, and all 

efore r but a handful of the migrants were 

ice w 

captured. I went to the local immi
u· gration holding facility but couldn't 

find either Lopez or Velasquez. Had 
1 they escaped and kept going north? 
L Or had they been seized and sent 

home? 

report ~ A Deal 
Jed into fr Fox announced the Plan Sur in July 

were i of 2001, declaring that Mexico 
would tighten its southern borders 

ially ap ('; with Guatemala and Belize. The 
JOlice c announcement came just weeks 

of mi tf ahead of a meeting between Fox 
he tra Jl and US President George W. Bush. 
~tch it. If. Observers saw the Mexican move 
raved a ~ as a bid to win favor with the US 

h 5 ~ administration in exchange for 
1er ap '· 
!Sand u: amnesty for undocumented 

Mexicans living in the United 
States. Such developments would 
help boost Fox's sagging popularity 
by giving Mexicans something to 
think about other than his unful
filled campaign promises. Allowing 
Mexicans in the United States to 
stay would mean that the family 
remittances they send back, esti
mated at close to $8 billion in 2001 
(the second highest amount in the 
world after India), will continue to 
prop up Mexico's troubled econo
my. The deal looks good to Bush as 
well, as it could substantially 
improve his chances of winning the 
2004 presidential election by 
appealing to the Mexican vote, 
especially m California, where 
many of the more than 3 million 
undocumented Mexicans in the 
United States are living. 

Onecimo Hidalgo, a political 
analyst at the Center for Economic 
and Political Investigations in San 
Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, 
told me that Fox "wants to open 

The oncoming train in Tapachula at 
night. 
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the northern border for Mexicans 
and in exchange is willing to close 
the sou them border to others. 
Mexico ends up doing the dirty 
work of the United States" (in 
terms of detection, detention, and 
deportation). Hidalgo said the 
September 2001 terrorist attacks in 
the United States increased the vis
ibility of immigration as a national 
security issue and gave the Bush 
administration "more pretexts to 
expand US borders." 

Critics chastised Fox for 
hypocrisy, given that the Mexican 
president had previously criticized 
the United States for creating "a 
black market of migrants" by mak
ing it so difficult to cross the Rio 
Grande. They worried that a tight
ening of Mexico's southern border 
would force migrants to take 
greater risks to avoid capture, such 
as venturing farther out to sea in 
overloaded boats that often capsize, 
every year drowning scores of 
migrants in the Pacific. 

Before the Plan Sur, migrants 
seized in Mexico were simply 
deported across the border into 
Guatemala, regardless of where 
they came from, and in a day or two 
were back inside Mexico. Under the 
Plan Sur, many of the migrants are 
being transported back to countries 
such as Honduras and El Salvador 
aboard first-class buses. According 
to Florencio Maria Rigoni, an Italian 
priest who runs the Bethlehem 
House for Migrants in Tapachula, 
although it is true that removing 
them from the border area makes it 
more difficult and costly for them to 
return, it also makes it easier for 
some people to give up. "For those 
who have decided, for whatever 
reason, not to try again, it allows 
them to go home. And since many 
have no money at all, it's the only 
way they could get there. And they 
[the authorities] treat them well 

I 

give them lunch, something to 
drink, put them on nice buses. They 
can return home with their dignity 
intact, no matter that their dreams 
have turned to ashes." 
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Migrants wait for the train, Tapachula, Mexico. 

Many observers say Fox seems 
genuinely committed to ending the 
systemic corruption that leads to 
chronic abuse of migrants by law
enforcement officials. Yet it's prov
ing to be a tough battle. While 
immigration officials in Tapachula 
refused to give formal interviews, 
citing restrictions imposed from the 
nation's capital, top officials private
ly described for me a far-reaching 
culture of corruption. The municipal 
police officer extorting money from 
migrants in front of Patricia 
Zapean's house is just a minor 
example. More than three-quarters 
of immigration officers in the region 
last year failed a lie-detector test 
designed to identify corrupt offi
cials. When a new regional director 
of immigration took over late in the 
year in Tapachula, he was 
approached within days by men 
offering him envelopes of money to 
ensure that certain officials were not 
transferred from lucrative check
points where shaking down 
migrants and drug smugglers pro
duced healthy profits. After the new 
director refused several bribes, an 
envelope of money was delivered to 
his wife at their home in the state of 
Oaxaca. The director was informed 
that those offering the bribes knew 

the constant whereabouts of his wife 
and children. The message was 
clear: fighting corruption in Mexico 
is a dangerous mission. 

Uniformed Mexico and Tattooed 
Mexico 
When the Plan Sur was first 
announced, Interior Minister 
Santiago Creel indicated that a large 
contingent of soldiers would be sent 
to the border. Yet that hasn' t proved 
necessary. According to Rigoni, in 
view of the corruption of Mexican 
immigration officials and police, 
along with the arrival in the area of 
street gangs that also prey on the 
migrants, soldiers are not needed. 
"Given the uniformed Mexico and 
the tattooed Mexico that migrants 
encounter here," says the priest, 
"this filter of police and gangs that 
think it's open season on hunting 
and harassing migrants, no military 
force could close off the border any 
better." 

Rigoni admits that migrants are 
taking greater risks to avoid detec
tion. He's seen their bodies float up 
on neighboring beaches. Yet he says 
those migrants who get pushed the 
other way-deeper into the jun
gle-are not necessarily facing 
greater risks than those who go to 
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sea. "It takes longer that way, and op-0: 
there's danger from some of the ani- achir 
mals," he says. "Yet the jungle also pterr 
gives you water and food, and it e Un 
protects you from the criminals who rce tl 
prey on migrants. Moreover, the ·grar 
people who live in the mountains cidir 
are more hospitable, less suspicious, go 
and willing to share their tortillas 1 here 
with passing strangers." t th, 

Making it harder to cross the 
border also drives up the price 
charged by the polleros or coyotes- 1 

who pull in an estimated $1 billion a 
year in Mexico from their cus
tomers. Although more than 4000 
prisoners- many of them truck 
drivers carrying what they jokingly 
call "human bananas" -are serving 
time in Mexican jails for smuggling 
people, authorities say more than 
100 criminal gangs keep the busi
ness going. Some of the gangs deal 
in such sub-specialties of the trade 
as smuggling young women against 
their will to Japan to work as prosti
tutes. In February 2002, Mexican sse! 
police broke up a child-smuggling aveL 
ring that had transported more than ange 
100 children, mostly from El ve 
Salvador, to the United States dur- exic 
ing the previous year, earning the at b 
smugglers more than $1 million. ey 1 

Some of the children were evidently et if 



dopted in th Uni ted tat , but 

1uthoritie w r inv tigating o ther 
ible fa t , including u ing th 

hildren for child pornography or 
organ donor . 

In southern Mexico, muggling 
migrant ha become mor and 
more intertwined with muggling 
drug . It co t a Me kan truck driv
er the ame amount in bribe to 
keep a truck from being arched 
whether it' tran porting o ain or 
Hondurans. So the two typ of 
contraband are incr asingly b ing 
combined. Thi trend ha e ac rbat
ed the violence already plaguing 
the migrant muggling bu in 

Initially, the Plan Sur claimed 
me Limited uccess. Immediately 

following it implementation, the 
government and church official at 
both bord r of Mexico reported a 
drop-off in the numbers of migrant 
reaching the United States. The 

ptember 2001 terrorist attack in 
the United States appeared to rein
force thi downward trend, a many 
migrants pau d for weeks while 
deciding whether they really want d 
to go north to the Unit d tate , 
where many Hispanic migrant had 
I t their job in economically vul
nerable ervice indu trie . Rigoni 
<;aid that the number of migrant 

king h lter at Bethleh m Hou e 
v. a d wn 70 percent in D cemb r 
2 1 c mpared with December 2000. 
Yet b January, things had recovered, 
and th number of migrant pa ing 
through the hou e wa up 30 p r ent 
over January 2001. 

mbracing the Experience of 
Pentecost 

cording to Rigoni, m u ch of 
\\ h e work invol e educating 
migrant about the ri k of th road 
and th right they th oretically 
po&sess a migrant , mo t of tho e 
trav Ling north are well awar of the 
dan er th y face. "Th ey know they 
have to confront the bea t tha t i 
Me i o for migrant . They know 
that by cro ing the Suchiate River 
th · ar er ing the border of h ll . 
'ret if their choice i to di of hunger 

n their farm in H nd ur or to d ie 
in Mexico taking a b Id tep toward 
a new horizon, they prefer th lat
t r," ay Rig ni . H alls the 
migrants the suicidns de hnmbre, the 
people driven by hung r to commit 
uicide. "They com to throw th m
e! ve here, pr f rring to die u tsid 

their country rather than face th 
hame of d ing d f ated and bro

ken on their land at horn ." 
Rigoni ha work d fo r 17 year 

in Mexico, mo t of th m on the 
northern bord r. H ays tha t 
although many M i an are ho -
pitable to migrant , th church in 
Mexico ha yet to ace pt migrant 
a anything more than obj cts of 
temporary evang Ii m or charity. 
The prob! m, he report , is that 
Mexicans " tend to ea migrant a 
som one who goe awa - your kid 

r j t d th paradigm of the melting 
pot and mbrac d th experi nee of 
P nt o t, where you maintain your 

wn id ntity but still belong." 
uth rn Mexico, the priest 

argue , i th la t door op n into 
orth merica . "Ge tting into 
ntral America from wherev r 

[you are] in the world is easy. Yet 
getting thr ugh this border i hard . 
It' a filt r, a door, w here we can see 
th futur of humanity either as 
light or a chao . I was getting tired 
of my work her , it's so depressing 
at tim . But I confess I've fallen in 
lov an w w ith it, because this 
migration is a acramen t. It's a liv
ing ucharist of a humanity that 
want to survive, that wants to 
b li th re i a fu ture. H umanity 

ving, and when humanity 
m , all borders move, borders 

U1Lder the watchful eyes of immigration officials migrants in Tapachula are 
deported back to Cent··nl American cou ntries . 

who goe awa , your neighbor. And that are economic, geographical, 
when you leave th [geographical] religious-they all move." 
boundari of the church, you quit Rigoni ays that the attitude of 
being a concern of the church. Like the church in Mexico toward 
the priest who went down the road migrant i ch anging. "The 
before th Samaritan, the oth r p r- migrant has gone from being a 
son i not m pr blem, h i not my problem to being a historical sub-
neighbor." ject, the word of God that walks, a 

The church in th United tate , face of God. If I want to know this 
on the contrary, i mor open to God that moves, then I've got to 
migrants, Rigoni claim . "The US kn ow this face of God in the 
church ha don a better job of read- migrant." 
ing its own tory, of und r tanding 
that it' a cultur of migrant , of dif- Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist mis-
f rent cultur . Th church ha ionary in Central America. 
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••• he Methodists have a 
long history of providing 
quality education in 
Mexico. When Dr. 
William Butler, the first 
missionary sent to 

Mexico by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, arrived in Mexico City in 
February 1873, he found not only a 
great need for the Gospel among 
the Mexican people but also a need 
for education. At that time no pub
lic education was available, and 
only 10 percent of the population 
could read and write. 

For this reason, wherever 
Methodists arrived in Mexico, they 
started a school alongside the 
church. Over the years, as public 
education became available in cities 
and villages, most of these schools 
closed. Others, however, grew. 
Boarding schools continued to serve 
not only children from the cities but 
also those in outlying towns and 
villages where good educational 
opportunities were still not 
available. 

Methodist 
Education 
in Puebla 

by Jean Jacobs 

Two such institutions are locat
ed in Puebla, a city of more than 2 
million about 100 miles southeast 
of Mexico City. Instituto Mexicano 
Madero (formerly Ins ti tu to 
Mexicano Metodista) has its origins 
in an orphanage organized by 
Butler in Mexico City shortly after 
his arrival. Later, the orphanage 
was moved to Puebla, and day stu
dents were accepted in what 
became one of the first elementary 
schools in the city. Instituto Normal 
Mexico (formerly the Methodist 
Normal Institute), dating from 
1881, was started by the Women's 
Foreign Missionary Society for the 
girls in Puebla. 

Over the years both schools 
have increased emollment, added 
levels of instruction, and exerted a 
major influence on education 
throughout southeastern Mexico. 
For many years, the Normal 
Institute graduates became the 
teachers and later directors of 
many Methodist church schools 
that opened in the area. And the 
Instituto Mexicano Madero served 
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Top: A secondary student at Instituto 
Mexicano Madero doing a folk dance 
from the state of Jalisco. 
Above: A first grader receives an 
award for the highest grades in his 
class, Instituto Mexicano Madero. 

as the Methodist seminary, training 
the first Mexican pastors for 
churches in southern Mexico. 

In 1982, Universidad Madero 
(UMAD) opened its doors as an 
extension of the Instituto Mexicano 
Madero, when a group of 40 stu
dents came to study accounting 
and business administration in the 
evenings in the institute's old high 
school buildings. From that small 
nucleus, UMAD has grown to more 
than 1300 students in 10 major 
fields and 2 master's programs and 
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has earned the respect of the city as 
it seeks to train many of the 
Christian professionals that Mexico 
needs to face the challenges of the 
new century. 

The two Puebla schools, which 
now educate more than 4500 stu
dents from pre-kindergarten 
through university level, have 
remained at the forefront in educa
tion both academically and for their 
emphasis on Christian values. An 
extensive program in critical think
ing, begun in 1994, seeks to help 
students at all levels "learn to 
learn" and to develop creative 
thinking and problem-solving 
skills. This same program is offered 

to other public anJ private school 
teachers in the city in an effort to 
encourage a change in Mexican 
education away from the tradition
al emphasis on memorization. 

Partially because of Mexico's 
proximity to the United States, but 
even more because of economic 
and cultural globalization, a good 
knowledge of English has become 
necessary for Mexicans in all walks 
of life. At the UMAD and at public 
universities in Puebla, students are 
required to demonstrate proficien
cy in English as a requirement for 
graduation. Instituto Mexicano 
Madero has embarked on an ambi
tious program of bilingual educa
tion, teaching half the day in 
Spanish and the other half in 
English, in an effort to prepare stu
dents for the challenges they will 

face in the future. 
Christian education is an inte

gral part of the program of both 
institutes, although Bible classes 
and chapel services are not 
allowed in any schools, even 
church-related institutions, under 
the Mexican education laws. 
However, counselors offer semi
nars on the Methodist philosophy 
of education to all the new staff 
and faculty. They also conduct 
daily devotionals with students 
and teachers, organize Christian 
camps, and lead prayer breakfasts 
and baccalaureate services, as well 
as provide day-to-day counseling 
of students, parents, and faculty 

who request it. A Christian group 
called Gospel at the Universidad 
Madero often helps provide the 
leadership for these activities in the 
schools. The work of the coun
selors, however, is not limited to 
Methodist institutions alone. They 
are often called upon to give cours
es to the faculty of other schools 
and to public school authorities on 
topics such as teaching values and 
building character. 

Service, too, remains an impor
tant part of education in our 
Methodist schools. Junior high and 
high school students participate in 
social-service projects, while uni
versity students must accumulate 
480 hours of social service in order 
to graduate. Universidad Madero, 
through the International Business 
Department, has opened an office 
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Below left: High school students, 
Instituto Mexicano Madero. 
Above: Kindergarten color guard of 
Instituto Normal Mexico at their 
monthly civic ceremony. 

to advise small businesses in the 
area about markets and opportuni
ties for export and to help them 
start exporting their products. 

The Methodist schools in 
Puebla have maintained close ties 
with Methodist education through
out the country and around the 
world. In 1994, Universidad 
Madero was chosen to be the site of 
a symposium for Methodist-related 
colleges and universities on the 
effects of NAFTA on higher educa
tion. The symposium was organ
ized by UMAD and the United 
Methodist General Board f Higher 
Education and Ministry (GBHEM), 
with participation of colleges in 
Mexico, the United States, and 
Canada. In November 2001, 
Universidad Madero hosted a 
nationwide gathering of Methodist 
schools in which students from our 
institutions all over Mexico com
peted in sports, oratory, and Bible 
contests. 

In February 2002, as we cele
brated the 128th anniversary of 
Methodist education in Puebla, we 
also looked forward to the chal
lenges of the new century and the 
opportunities not only to continue 
to educate students with Christian 
values but to promote improved 
education for all in this region. 

Jean Jacobs is a missionary with the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
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• • Eben-Ezer 1n1ca 
Tochimizo co, Pueb a, Mexico 

by Lois Waters 

A
n 8-year-old boy named 
Armando was brought to 
see the US doctors at the 
clinic in Tochimizolco 

during the medical mission team's 
work in 1997. He had a hole in his 
heart. He was lethargic, couldn't 
play, and didn't feel like learning. 
The doctors said he might live three 
years without the surgery. His par
ents had no hope. But today 
Armando is healthy, growing, play
ing, singing, and full of life. He had 
life-saving surgery that summer 
because a team member from 
Mexico was able to take him and 
his family by the hand, literally and 
figuratively, and lead them through 
the Mexican health system. The 
teams from the medical caravan 
raised the needed $3000 in their 
churches and even paid for trans
portation and food while the family 
was at the hospital. While this care 
seems like something most of us in 
the United States take for granted, 
for a poor family in rural Mexico, it 
was a miracle. 

Medical teams began going to 
Tochimizolco in 1989 because of the 
need for medical care for 3000 peo
ple. Doctors and dentists worked in 
the homes of families or in vacant 
adobe buildings. The experience 
was life changing for the Americans 
and the Mexicans. At that time, 
Temple Bethel Methodist Church 
had few families. Tochimizolco was 
situated at the end of the road, a 
town without hope. The church 
had been damaged in an earth
quake in 1985 and the congregation 
was meeting in an old adobe struc
ture that had a partial roof. They 
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were led by Oliva, a laywoman full 
of energy, hope, and God's spirit 
She believed the church coul 
change the status quo and worke 
to bring the medical teams. 

Thirteen years and 13 te 
later, things have changed. A pasto 
has been appointed to Tochimizolco 
The US churches pay most of th 
salary of a doctor who works there 
three days a week, as well as fo 
medicine. Money raised by U 
churches (Grace UMC, Olathe, 

bon 
etin 

( fo1 

Kansas, and Dayspring UMC, e 41 
Tempe, Arizona) has enabled first a rm 
church to be built, followed by a ctin, 
clinic, kitchen, dining hall, dormito-
ry for teams or for the pastor when 
needed, and a dry compost latrine. 

But a more remarkable change lei 
is in the attitude of the people of the 
Methodist Church of "Tochi." They 
have accomplished the building 
projects little by little with hard 
manual labor. They have planned 
for their future. They oversee the 
doctor with a board of directors that 
manages the clinic. They now know 
how to care for their teeth. They are te1 
able to get help for a sickness before gins 
it becomes a major illness. t fir 

Nature has played a part in the ars, 
changes as well. Tochimizolco is W( 

located at the base of the volcano uied 
Popocatepetl, 40 miles SE of Mexico d de 
City. Popa has been spewing steam, Ve 
ash, and occasional boulders for tes 
seven years. The village was evacu- dsl 
ated two years ago when the threat op\( 
of eruption was greatest. The gov- g glc 
ernment required the men of the d ac 
village to build an evacuation road ck 

1 
leading out of town away from the or ( 
volcano. Now, a highway only a y 



~ll as l 
by . 

ce Olath1 
Daysp ; UMC 
)hase ed firs! < 
lilt, fo 
ining h 
:or the :or wh 

latrine. 
e chan 
Jle of the 

ti." The1 
,hed build.in~ 
y little ith hard 
hey h planned 
They !rsee the 

ud of :tors thal 
ic. The >W kno11 

1eir tee They an 
)fa SI 

Jr illne 
1layed 
. To 

SS befon 

ise of volcan( 
miles s f Mexict 
en spe 1g steam 
mal b ders for 
village 1s evacu· 

h ne thfeal row . I 

' rhe go1'· 
greate the 
i the n of 

ion road 
n eva th 
'{!law from e 
high ' only a 

few miles away leads from Puebla 
to Acapulco. Tochimizoko is no 
longer at the end of the road. 

Medical teams continue to 
return to Tochi for a number of rea
sons. There is now a relationship 
betw en team members and the 
people of the village. They are 
brothers and sisters in Christ and 
the bond is strong. While doctors 
ometimes feel they are able to help 

only for a moment, they know that 

vehicles in the village, the majority 
of people still plow with a donkey 
or horse, and older children tend 
animals on the moun.tainside or 
care for the younger children. 
School ends at 6th grade. Further 
education requires money for trav
el, room, and board for a school in 
a city that is miles away. 

There are many problems that 
the teams can't solve. Tuberculosis 
was found in two elderly men in 

Page 40: Man and infant arriving at the Clinica Eben.
Ezer in Tochimizolco, Puebla. Above: Ivonne Mendoza 
directing a children 's choir. 

2000. One did not 
have the money to 
pay for his treatment 
or for preventive care 
for his family mem
bers. While team 
money paid for the 
care, no one knows 
how prevalent TB is. 
Even more disturbing 
is the finding of lead 
poisoning among the 
children of the village. 
Of 43 blood tests done 
by the team in 2001, all 
but five had elevated 

with a local doctor available all 
year, the work continues. The med
ical team brings enthusiasm and 
energy to both sides of the equation 
and sometimes expertise not avail
able otherwise. 

There is a great deal of activity 
in the village as the residents pre
pare to feed and house an extra 50 
people-including doctors, den
tists, and support people who join 
the team from Mexico. Cooking 
begins at 5 A.M. and cleanup is often 
not finished at 10 P.M. For many 
years, the pump to the village has
n' t worked and water must be 
hauled up the mountain by truck 
and donkey. 

Volunteers from the United 
States are often amazed to see the 
hardships endured by the Mexican 
people. People are hungry for read
ing glasses and vitamins. Children 
and adults have severe muscle and 
back pain from the hard manual 
labor of farming and taking care of 
family. While there are now a few 

levels of lead, several 
seriously high. The village leaders 
discussed the dilemma and the 
local doctor and pastor made the 
decision that education was the 
only practical solution. Pots in 
homes tested high in lead because 
of the glaze used in the neighboring 
villages where pots were made. 
Should a local industry be shut 
down and people put out of work 
or could the potters be made aware 
of the finding. and encouraged to 
use altemativ glazes? The church 
pledged to help families who 
couldn't afford to replace pots. The 
medical team in 2002 will repeat 
tests to see if the lead levels have 
decreased . 

In spite of cultural differences, 
God's Spirit has permeated the 
relationship between the two 
extremes of life. Team members 
learn to rely on God's presence as 
they experience a lack of control in 
a foreign country. Mexicans find 
hope in knowing there are people 
with resources who can help them. 
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Both cultures learn to respect and 
appreciate the other with Jesus as 
the common denominator. 

Lois Waters is a member of Grace 
United Methodist Church in Olathe, 
Kansas. She has been involved in 
Volunteers-In-Mission trips to Mexico 
and Haiti for 17 years and has co-led 
teams to Tochimizolco since 1989. 

Top: Marfa Prieto and Dr. John 
Olsson examine patients. Above: The 
Methodist Church in Tochimizolco . 
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The Children of 
Hagar La Fam.ilia 

was her captive from the 
moment our eyes met, 
intrigued by her radiant smile 
and enchantingly dark brown 
eyes framed by her shiny black 
hair. Though her small, frail 
limbs, clothed only in a simple 

cotton dress, told of her malnutri
tion, her willingness to risk once 
again to reach out to an adult 
stranger compelled me to respond. 
As I lifted her, I hugged her firmly 
but gently for fear of breaking such 
a fragile creature. And now we are 
friends forever. 

Yes, Alicia owns my heart. She 
and her four siblings had arrived at 
Hogar La Familia only hours before 
we, a mission work team from the 
Central Texas Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, had 
reached it. Hogar La Familia, in 
Ciudad Serdan, about 90 miles 
northeast of Puebla City, is a haven 
of refuge operated by the 

by Larry G. Cotten 

Methodist Church of Mexico for 
abandoned, neglected, and abused 
children. It is directed by Pastor 
Elizer Bravo Mastranzo and his 
wife, Berna. In Bravo' s words, 
"Serving as caring and loving par
ents to these children has become 
our life's ministry, a call from 
Christ." 

Alicia and her brother and sis
ters had been left to fend for them
selves on the streets of a small city 
near Ciudad Serdan. The DIF, the 
Mexican counterpart of Texas Child 
Protective Services, had found 
Isabel, the eldest, age 8, and her 
brother, Juanito, age 3, begging for 
food while Alicia and two younger 
sisters, ages 5, 4, and 6 months, 
waited for them. The DIF sent them 
to Hogar La Familia to join other 
children gleaned by the DIF from 
Puebla, Tlaxcala, and Veracruz. 

I first learned of the ministry of 
Hogar La Familia to the children of 
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Mexico in 1995, when GBGM mis
sionary Jean Jacobs visited Silver 
Creek United Methodist Church, a 
rural church in northeast Parker 
County, Texas. She described her 
work as Director of English at 
Instituto Madero, a Methodist 
school in Puebla City, Puebla, 
Mexico (see p. 38). Knowing of our 
congregation's interest in ministry 
with orphans within Mexico, she 
informed us that the Southeast 
Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Church of Mexico oper
ated Hogar La Familia. 

Begun in 1976 by Bravo under 
Mennonite sponsorship, Hogar La 
Familia moved into new facilities in 
1980. Caring Action for Children, 
Inc., a not-for-profit, Christian-based 
organization currently funding eight 
hogars in Mexico, provided support 
for the buildings. 

Maurillo Flores and his wife, 
Lourdes, became director-house 

om ir 
nlya I 
ask tf 

Childre1 I 



parents. Lourdes maintained this 
responsibility even after Maurillo' s 
untimely death in 1985, until 1991. 
In 1991, at the request of the 
Mennonites, the Methodist Church 
of Mexico assumed sponsorship of 
Hagar La Familia. Caring Action 
for Children agreed to fund 100 
percent of the operational budget 
with a 10 percent yearly reduction. 
This program was set in place to 
encourage local involvement and 
support. In 1997, since there is no 
Methodist Church in Ciudad 
Serdan, an Advance Special fund 
was designated for La Familia by 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries to assist the hogar's 
operational budget, which allowed 
$3 per day per child. The responsi-
bility of caring for 25 to 35 children, 
from infants to 16-year-olds, with 
only a two-person staff is a difficult 
task that requires 18-hour days, 
seven days a week. 

After Jean Jacobs' visit to our 
church, I was driven by a burning 
desire to know more. That spring 
I, my mother, and Jean Jacobs ven
tured by car from Fort Worth, 
Texas, to Cuidad Serdan. I shall 
never forget that day I parked my 

)ill car and began my slow walk into 
·ch the hogar compound. Though I 
ll') am myself a product of rural Texas 

farm life, I was amazed at the sim-
h ple surroundings. A variety of 

farm animals strolled about the 
?b grounds and the remnants of last 

e 

Children of Hagar La Familia. 

fall's corn crop still stood in a 
small patch of land in the east cor
ner of the property. 

Soon the school-age children, 
13 of them, arrived home from 
school. They were astonished at the 
sight of us. With curiosity and cau
tion, they approached each of us, 
one by one, gently shaking our 
hands and bidding us welcome. 
One could tell that Lourdes had the 
complete command and respect of 
the children. 

Life is still very simple at 
Hagar La Familia. Many of the 
things we Americans take for 
granted are yet to be experienced 
by our family at La Familia, as we 
came to think of them. Water is a 
precious commodity in limited 
supply, so all things requiring its 
use are regulated, restricted, and 
supervised. The city pumps water 
into the area of the town where La 
Familia is located only on Saturday 
and often only for three to four 
hours. Water is stored in an under
ground cistern to be pumped to 
roof tanks for use. Often La Familia 
survives the week on an amount of 
water used in a single day by a 
household in the United States. 

The congregation of Silver 
Creek spon ors three to four mis
sion trips yearly to Hagar La 
Familia. It works closely with other 
visiting m1ss10n teams from 
Tennessee, Florida, Colorado, and 
Pennsylvania, who 1" ewise experi-
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Page 42: A VIM team member goes 
to market. Above: VIM team member 
Franks Briggs, from Lake Worth, 
Texas, installs a new sewer line. 

ence the joy of mutual ministry 
with the Southeast Annual 
Conference and Hogar La Familia. 

The Silver Creek mission ven
ture begins with 15-passenger vans 
that travel two days to arrive at the 
city of Puebla. Upon arrival our 
first day is spent in worship and 
fellowship with our four GBGM 
m1ss10nary families based in 
Puebla, a time that has become like 
a family reunion to many of us 
repeat travelers. Then, after a two
hour trip to La Familia, we spend 
four delightful, intense days with 
the children, days that give added 
meaning to our purpose of min
istry. But the truth is, we all feel as 
if we are the ones who have 
received the ministry. The drive 
back to Texas becomes a time of 
reflection, thanksgiving, and grati
tude that we, having ventured out
side our comfort zones, have been 
so richly blessed in this experience 
in ministry. 

And I will see Alicia again, 
soon. Our God is so good. 

Larn; G. Cotten is a member of Silver 
Creek United Methodist Church in 
Parker CounhJ, Texas. 
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Mission Memo 
Faith-Based Response to AIDS 
"The Faith-Based Community Responds to HIV
AIDS," a congressional briefing sponsored by the 
House International Task Force on HIV-AIDS, was 
held in Washington, DC, Feb. 26. The briefing was 
attended by representatives from advocacy groups 
and members of the US Congress. Bishop Felton 
Edwin May, Baltimore-Washington Conference, 
addressed the group, saying that churches have a 
strong role to play in the war against AIDS. He stated 
that churches are sources of courage, comfort, and 
forgiveness . May listed church-operated clinics, 
schools, and missions as important tools in the war 
against AIDS and asked for the cooperation of gov
ernment leaders in curtailing bureaucratic procedures 
that would hamper efforts to fight AIDS. 

According to Mark Harrison of the General Board 
of Church and Society (GBCS), GBCS has asked mem
bers of The United Methodist Church to support a 
$2.5 million federal budget that would be allocated to 
global AIDS issues. 

UMCOR Foreign and Domestic Relief Efforts 
The recent volcanic eruption in Coma and flooding in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo has resulted in 
cholera, hunger, and displaced people. UMCOR seeks 
help to provide medicine and feeding centers, 
Advance #198400-0, "Democratic Republic of Congo 
Emergency." 

A recent resurgence of rebel activity in Liberia has 
caused a new wave of refugees displaced inside and 
outside Liberia's borders. UMCOR has responded to 
the events by sending an emergency response grant to 
The United Methodist Church of Liberia. Staff is mon
itoring the renewed fighting in an attempt to get accu
rate information about the conflicts between rebel and 
government forces. If you wish to make a contribution 
to UMCOR' s funds, you may do so through Advance 
#150300-7, "Liberia Emergency." 

Severe flooding caused by heavy rainfalls in Brazil, 
the Philippines, and Indonesia has prompted UMCOR 
to send relief grants to those countries. The flooding 
has resulted in mudslides, loss of homes and crops, 
hunger, respiratory infections, rashes, and intestinal ail
ments. Grants will be used for food, medical supplies, 
and basic necessities needed in these situations. 
UMCOR's International Disaster Response, Advance 
#982450-8, is accepting donations for these causes. 
Though it is not necessary, you may designate a coun-

try where you wish to have your donation used. 
UMCOR has responded to the request of the Florida 

Annual Conference for relief assistance to people in the 
Apalachicola area. Because the people depend on 
tourism and fishing for their economy, the algae-infested 
waters (Red Tide) in the area have impacted negatively 
on their health and economic livelihood. The grant will 
be used for food, medical bills, rent, car payments, and 
utility bills. UMCOR Domestic Disaster Response, 
#901670-1, "Florida Red Tide." 

Teams of volunteers are needed in Houston, 
Texas, and North Carolina to rebuild in areas that 
have been plagued by flooding. Interested volunteers 
should call 1-800-918-3100. If you wish to train 
for disaster response, please call UMCOR at 1-202-
548-4002. 

Aid to Children in Africa 
"Children in Armed Conflict,"a workshop attended 
by a pan-African group to address the needs of 
orphaned, homeless children in Africa who have 
been impacted by wars on that continent, was recent
ly held at Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe. 
Among the proposed strategies to address these 
needs are counseling for war-traumatized children, 
educational empowerment, landmine-victim assis
tance, and the involvement of world organizations in 
resolving legal issues. UMCOR and Action for 
Churches Together (ACT) were among the sponsors 
of the workshop. 

In addition, Africa University is promoting peace 
in Africa through its pan-African Institute of Peace, 
Leadership, and Governance. 

DEATHS Gunborg Knutsson, retired m1ss10nary 
with nearly 28 years of service in Mozambique, 
died December 19, 2001...Edwin 0. Fisher, retired 
missionary with 7 years of service in the Philippines, 
died December 21, 2001...Crystal Mercer, retired 
missionary with 13 years of service in Nigeria, died 
January 2, 2002 ... Edna Rae Sidwell, retired 
missionary with 15 years of service in Korea, died 
January 8, 2002 ... Margaret C. Ginn, retired 
missionary with 32 years of service in India, died 
January 19, 2002 ... William Pickard, retired mission
ary with 17 years service in the Philippines, 
died February 14, 2002 ... Mary Shacklette, retired 
deaconess with 32 years of service in the United 
States, died February 5, 2002. 
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Pyramids and Pig Tails 
By Faye Wilson 
Comic book with trading card sheet (#3184) $4.00, 5 for $15.00, 
10 for $25.00 
Jenifa's church in Texas is on a mission trip near Mexico City to help 
build an addition to a church. While there, Jeni fa teams up with new 
friends in Mexico, Maria and Bolivar, for a series of adventures. 
Together they learn what it means for church people in two countries 
to work together. Each comic includes a sheet of t rading cards with 
information on Mexico's geography, people, and churches. 

Mexico 
Children see the sights of Mexico through the experiences of Jenifa, 
Maria, and Bolivar. A 28-page full -color comic book tells the story of a 
US family that visits Mexico on a mission trip. The CD-ROM has games, 
music, and photos. Purchase each resource individually or in quantity. 

Amazin' Mexico CD-ROM 
(#3186) $6 .00, 5 for $25 .00 
Flip through Jenifa 's diary. Get the scoop on t he comic book charac
ters. Play electronic jigsaw puzzles. Click on the map of Mexico to 
learn cities and states. Hang out in the Language Lab and learn 
Spanish phrases. The CD-ROM is useful to young people ages 6 and 
up and their teachers. Use at home or the classroom. Plays on both 
Windows and MAC. 




