
THE 

MISSIONARY VOICE 

~ 
11-r 1 t 0-- l 1 vVorld ut ool\ : 

TM~.,S.Utlwni 
~Hw.f...W...tH 

.,O.rlNMl..i.n.nn 
;,,r.._..rww. 

(\) 

. ,orld Outlook 



I 

J 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
Publis/1er 

Randolph Nugent 

Editor 
Alma Graham 

Associate Editor 
Christie R. House 

Art Director 
Frank DeGregorie 

Layout/Design 
Hal Sadler 

Production Manager 
Nancy Quigley 

Administrative Assistan t 
Patricia Y. Bradley 

Editorial Offices 
Alma Graham 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1476 
New York, NY 10115 

212/ 870-3765 

E-mail : nwo@gbgm-umc.org 

Websi te: http: // gbgm-umc.org/ nwo / 

Advertising/Promotion Director 
Ruth Kurtz 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1472 
New York, NY 10115 

212/ 870-3784 

Published bimonthly by the General Board of 
Global Ministries of The Uni ted Methodist 
Church. (ISSN-0043-8812) 

Period icals postage paid at New York, NY, 
and additional mailing offices. Copyright © 
2001 by the General Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Method ist Church. 
No part of New World Outlook may be repro
duced in any fo rm without written perrnis
sion from the Editors. 

Printed in U.S.A. 

New World Outlook editorials and unsigned 
articles reflect the views of the editors and 
signed articles the views of authors only. 

Unsolicited manuscrip ts will be acknowl
edged only if used . Otherwise, the editors 
cannot be responsible for returning them. 

Report change of add ress to: Magazine 
Circulation, Service Center, 7820 Reading 
Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinna ti, Oh io 
45222-1800. Also send old address, enclosing 
if possible address label. Al low at least 30 
days notice. 

POSTMASTER: Send address change directly 
to New World Outlook, Service Center, 7820 
Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45222-1800. Subscriptions in the United 
States and Possessions: One year $15.00 (com
bination with Response, $25.00). Single copies 
$3.00. Two years $26.00 (combination with 
Response, $45.00). All foreign countries: One 
year $20.00. Combination with Response, $30.00. 

Photo/Art Credits: page 46 

Cover Art: Hal Sadler. Photos of covers by 
Archie Hamilton. The Missionary Voice, World 

New World Outlook's Continuing Mission 

Ninety years have passed since January 1911, when N ew World Outlook's 
predecessor publication, The Missionary Voice, w as born. The Voice was 
itself successor to three earlier magazines: Go Forward, Woman's 
M issionary Advocate, and Our Homes-merged when the 1910 General 
Conference merged the mission boards and societies that published 
them. But just as the mission of Jesus Christ is not bound by decades or 
millennia, so New World Outlook has a mission that spans the centuries. 
Seeking to follow Jesus, who was a masterful storyteller, we carry out our 
mission by finding, writing, editing, photographing, and publishing 
compelling stories of Christian mission. 

For 15 of our 90 years, Dr. Randolph Nugent, General Secretary of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, has also been our Publisher. In both 
of these capacities, he has been building up a legacy of almost indescrib
able depth and scope. Under his guidance, United Methodist mission has 
become truly global-renewed, extended, pioneering-reaching into 
parts of Earth where the Gospel has not heretofore been heard or heeded. 
Under his leadership, the very concept of mission has been trans
formed-no longer confined to the model of Westerners taking the Word 
to developing countries, but expanded by the idea of indigenous mission, 
of everyone in mission, all bringing God's message of salvation to their 
own. Under his administration, the General Board of Global Ministries 
itself has been transformed into a microcosm of God's world-a place 
where women and men of every race, every culture, every ethnic group, 
every language are working together in tireless commitment to the mis
sion of Jesus Christ. 

And yet, even as mission comes to new people in new ways, strong 
linkages between past and present keep appearing. The opening New 
World Outlook excerpts from nine decades often reveal striking parallels. 
The Russians were as eager to hear the Gospel in the 1990s as their ances
tors had been 60 years before. Christians in Myanmar still face a dilemma 
anticulated by a Burmese writer in 1949-that Jesus seems very foreign in 
that Asian land. Evangelization is as much the heart of mission in 2001 as 
it was in 1979, and using new media to communicate the Gospel is as rel
evant now as it was in the 1960s. Best, not only is the need to recruit eth
nic minorities into mission service being achieved, but mission is no 
longer a one-way street; evangelists from Africa and Asia are now bring
ing faith renewal back, from South to North, to West from East. 

So many people have contributed to N ew World Outlook's "continuous 
voice of mission" over the years that it would not be possible to mention 
them all. But we are especially grateful to a group of past contributors 
and staffers who were interviewed for an anniversary article that has 
been delayed. So here' s to Charles Brewster, Garlinda Burton, Ellen 
Clark, George Daniels, Tracy Early, Gilbert Galloway, John C. Goodwin, 
Bishop Leontine T. C. Kelly, Helen Kromer, Roger Sadler, Donald 
Struchen, and my own mentor, Betty Thompson. May the old-new mis
sion story, as it's told in New World Outlook, span another century of faith. 

Outlook, and New World Outlook through the -Alma Graham 
ages: 1911-2001. New World Outlook celebrates 
90 years of service in Methodist mission. 
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Years in Mission With 

New World Outlook 
excerpts compiled by Alma Graham 

New World Outlook may well be the 

oldest continuously published mis

sion magazine of any denomination. 

Beginning in January 1911 a The Mi wnan; Voice-the mi ion 

journal of the Methodi t Epi copal hurch, outh-it wa 

renamed The World Outlook in 1932 and wa adopt d by The 

Methodi t hur h after th 1939 m rg r of th orth rn, 

Southern, and Prot tant branche of Methodi m. in e the 196 

union with th E angelical United Br thr n, it ha b nth offi-

cial Mi i n Magazin of The nited M th di t hurch. cw 
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No student of these times doubts 

that we are at the watershed of 

modern history .... The old 1s giv

ing way to the new, and the most 

stolidly conservative peoples are 

turning from the past to the 

future ... The awakening nations 

of the Onent. where one-half the 

human race face a bewildering 

dawn and thrill with new Iii e, can 

no more be the same .... The 

same is true of the near East. 

whose sudden leap toward liber

ty has so astonished the world. 

Some may be disposed to ques

tion the part that Christian mis

sions has played in bringing 

about these changes, but there 

can be but one opinion as to the 

part [missions] should play in 

determining whither they shall 

tend. Christianity is the one world 

force that can ... dominate and 

direct these movements to sane 

and saving results. 

'The Deciswe Hour in Chnsban 
Missions,· The M1SS1onary Voice, 

Vol I, No 1, January 1911 

American Methodism has had a 

hundred years of divine blessing 

upon its work for missions. In the 

celebration of this record we are 

not aiming to produce a pag

eant .. but to inaugurate a forward 

movement which should be wor

thy of the kingdom of God 1n the 

twentieth century. 

Bishop James Atkins. 'The More 
Glorious Future.· The M1$Sionary Voice, 

January 1919 

WORLD OUTLOOll 

JULY 1929 

1929 Missionary Voice covers: the 
Great South Gate in Seoul, Korea and an 
Arizona scene. 

A few weeks ago I sent out an 

appeal to the Sunday Schools of 

this Conference, South Brazil , 

asking them to help save the 

starving children in the Province 

of Sl1antung, China, and 

described some of the conditions 

in the stricken area. Practically 

every Sunday School 1n the 

Conference has responded, 

some with remarkable generos

ity, so that we have been able to 

remit to the Committee in New 

York about $310. One school, at 

a place called Ouarahy on the 

Uruguayan frontier, where we 

have only recently sent a preach

er, and which had an attendance 

of only 61 when the appeal was 

made, raised the sum of about 

fifty dollars. 

To p: The June 1939 cover shows a painting 
by A. Kampf, "The Sower." 

Rev. G. D. P'ar1<.er, The MISSionary Voice, 
January 1929 

In a recent study of 'Facts About 

the Korean Methodist Church,' 

Dr. J. S. Ryang .. . has this pertinent 

paragraph: 'Methodism has 

played a most important part in 

the making of modern Korea. It 

was the Methodist Missions 

which established the first school 

for boys, the first school for girls, 

the first hospital, the first school 

for the blind, the first kinder

garten, ordained the first Korean 

pastors, produced the first 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 2001 

Korean woman M.D .. the first 

trained nurse, the first kinder

garten teacher, and the first 

Korean woman Ph .D.'. .. May we 

Methodist women be allowed a 

little quiet pride that in this roll of 

'firsts' nine out of the eleven 

concern our work for Korean 

women? 

Moneta Troxel, 'Tue Methodisms Work 
with the Women of Korea,' 
Wortd Outlook, April 1939 
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In Manchuli City, Manchuria, a 

town on the Trans-Siberian Rail

road, is the most distant congre

gation of our church .... lt was my 

privilege to conduct the first revival 

meeting in February 1927. The 

temperature was about forty below 

zero, but in spite of the extreme 

cold the people would gather in 

front of our chapel thirty minutes 

before the doors were opened to 

be sure to get in to the service .... 

I have never preached to people 

who were so anxious to hear the 

Gospel as were these Russians. 

George F. Erwin, "A Letter from the Most 
Distant Methodist Church," 

The Missionary Voice, January 1930 

The languages in which the 

Methodist Episcopal Church [in the 

Philippines] is carrying on church

es, Sunday schools and hostels, 

and preparing literature are: lloco, 

the most widely used tongue-

3, 000, 000 speaking it in Luzon, 

400,000 in Hawaii, and several 

hundred thousand in California and 

elsewhere in western America; 

Tagalog, spoken by 4,000,000 

people; Pangasinan by 400,000; 

Pampangan by 300,000; and 

lbanag by 75,000. In addition to 

this, there are Methodist services 

conducted in English, in Spanish, 

and in Chinese; and it is possible 

that within a few years other 

language groups will be seeking 

the ministry of the Church. 

6 

William Watkins Reid, "The Larger World 
Parish," World Outlook, February 1939 
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'Daku Di' Uyuyu Ambunya'-The 

words mean 'The Testaments 

have come.' They were shouted 

excitedly about the Southern 

Methodist Mission headquarters 

at Wembo Nyama in the Belgian 

Congo on August 2 last when the 

first cases of the New Testament 

in the Otetela language arrived 

from the printers in England 

.... The language is complicated 

enough, but very expressive, and 

remarkably complete .. .For say

ing, 'He is ready to go, ' they might 

In 1939, paintings, such as Firle's "The Lesson," graced the 
covers. In 1944, colorized photos were used: "Workers in 
Airplane Factonj" in September and "New Mexican Indians" 
in July. 

use 'He is standing in the road to 

go.' In asking what was the final 

decision of a meeting, they would 

say, 'How did you stop the 

tongue?' 

Francis C. Stifter, "'Daku Di' Uyuyu 
Ambunya,"' World Outlook, June 1939 

The status of European 

Methodism was thus set forth in 

the notable address of the 

Bishops to the Copenhagen 

Conference [held in August 

1939, 30 days before the out

break of war] : "We are represen

tatives of the Methodist Church 

from the northernmost city of 

Norway, Hammerfest, to the 

southern shore of Sicily in 

Italy .. . We have organized work 1n 

Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, 

Sweden. Branching off to the 

west there is Belgium, France, 

even Spain, and toward the east 

we point to Hungary, Jugoslavia, 

Bulgaria, the Protectorate 

Bohemia and Moravia, Slovakia, 

Poland, Latvia, Esthonia, 

Lithuania, Finland, and Russia 

.... The total number of European 

Methodists is approximately 

112,000. 

Elmer T. Clark, 'The Plight and Promise 
of Methodism in Europe." World OutJool.. 

November 1939 
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While spotlights have been 

focused on riots, race-strikes, 

walk-outs, and threatened trou

bles of cities like Detroit, 

Philadelphia, Chicago, and other 

hot-spots .... something has been 

happening in Gary, Indiana .... In 

the schools there is the "All Out 

Americans" for 10,000 youth 

who are frontiersmen in interracial 

co-operation in the community. 

The Anslem Forum ... represents 

44 nationalities, 5 races, 40 reli 

gious denominations and a cross 

section of professional and cul

tural interests. In the discoveries 

of the citizens of Gary lie pro

found secrets for diplomatic 

working for the peace of the 

world. "What do you say?" asks 

one citizen. "My boy goes across 

the sea to fight, so you Polish can 

get back to your homeland, and 

my girl can't go in your 

park." .. . When the first Gary park 

system was established, Negroes 

were just sort of "planned out." 

Margery Todd Poole, "To Secure These 
Rights, ' World Outlook, January 1949 

Top: The May 1959 World 
Outlook showed students at a 
school in Congo as part of a 
special "Africa Issue." The 
June 1969 photograph of an 
American soldier holding a 
Vietnamese child ran with the 
title "Reconciliation." 

World Outlook 

I come from a land of contrasts, 

Burma .... We, Christians, are 

aliens, strangers in our own 

land .... We have been denation

alized when once we became 

Christians. If we are Baptists or 

Methodists we have more in 

common with America, from 

where missionaries come. If we 

are Catholics we hark back rather 

to France and Italy, and if we are 

Anglicans we follow the English. In 

the annual National Day celebra

tion and other national affairs we 

never took part. Could you won

der why we Christians are then 

hated? We have lost our faces. 

Could you help to reinstate us? 

Da Katharine Khin Khin, 'Understand 
Us- Help Us,· 

World OuUook, January 1 949 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 2001 

Methodists send and support 

one-third of the foreign workers 

affiliated with the United Church 

of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). 

Though 85% of pastoral support 

and over 60% of total income of 

the Kyodan come from Japan, 

funds from abroad are needed 

for pioneer evangelism, weak 

churches, cont erence expenses, 

training new leaders, and educa

tion .... Of the 53 institutions of 

learning related to the Kyodan, 

American Methodists have con

tributed and ... help maintain 25. 

"A Progress Report on World Missions,' 
World OuUook, April 1959 

As I see the rapidly growing pop

ulation of Latin America (600 mil

lion by A. o. 2000, 32 years from 

now), as I see the tremendous 

potential for communicating the 

Gospel in so many powerful 

ways-radio, television, hospi

tals, schools, literacy, agriculture, 

industry-I wish for my nation 

and my Church a renewed vision 

of the greatness, joy and glory 

which can be experienced by a 

people dedicated to God's pur

poses and fulfillment. 

James Lloyd Knox, "Mission 
Dominicana: A Personal View," 
World OuUook, January 1969 
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Evangelization is still at the heart 

of mission. It is now an aim 

shared with churches in over 70 

countries in which the United 

Methodist Church is at work. To 

look at evangelization in Africa, 

Asia and Latin America is to look 

at the work of colleague churches 

and to celebrate the privilege of 

continuing with them the com

mon task of calling all persons 

into the joy of new life in the 

Gospel .... The All Africa Confer

ence of Churches projects that 

by the year 2000 there will be 

more Christians in Africa than in 

Europe and North America .... The 

Methodist Churches of Africa are 

part of this dynamic growth. A 

"new life" campaign is underway 

in Mozambique. Urban and rural 

evangelism is at the heart of the 

church in Angola. The United 

Methodist Church of Zaire is 

reaching into new areas with ... 

evangelism and education. 

Charles H. Germany, "A Look at World 
Evangelism," New World Outlook, 

January 1979 

The October 1959 issue of 
World Outlook featured pas
tor Sam Varnell of Piney Flats 
Methodist Parish in Tennessee 
on the cover of a special "Town 
and Country" issue. The f uly
August 1979 cover shows the 
Religious Nurture Center for 
the Developmen tally Disabled, 
First UMC, Wichita, Kansas. 
(Photo by John C. Goodwin) 

The United Methodist Committee 

on Relief (UMCOR) ... continues to 

meet the needs of refugees from 

all over the globe. When UMCOR 

began in 1940, there were only 

two areas where the few hundred 

thousand refugees wandered

Europe and China. Today there 

are refugees on every continent 

and in more than 80 countries. 

Lilia Fernandez, 
"The World Refugee Situation," 

New World Outlook, October 1979 

Young Costa Rican pastors, both 

lay and trained seminarians, are 

making inroads among the poor 

and the prosperous. Some 

church members are involved in 

literacy training. A church farm 

and retreat center has been revi

talized. United Methodist short

term volunteers from numerous 

annual conferences in the United 

States have been helping to build 

nurseries and health facilities as 

well as new churches. 

Brenda Webber, 
"Methodism in Costa Rica," 

New World Outlook, 
March-April 1989 

W,rlJ Outlook 

We need to target ethnic minori

ties in our recruitment efforts. We 

need to spend some time focus

ing on certain Black, Hispanic, 

Asian or other minority communi

ties where we can develop rela

tionships and nurture people to 

become missionaries . 

"Interview: Dr. Sheila Y Flemming," 
New World Outlook, 

March April 1989 

The program of Comprehensive 

Community-based Primary Health 

Care ... has been developed on 

the understanding that health 1s 

attainable, accessible, and sustain 

able by people for themselves and 

their communities if they are given 

the opportunity .... At the present. 

Comprehensive Community-based 

Primary Health Care is being 

implemented in more than 20 

countries. 

Sarla Lall, 'Hope and Healing· 
New World Outlook, March-Apnl 1999 
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December 7 998: A United 

Methodist Church is being plant

ed in Dakar, [Senegal] without a 

lot of noises. When we arrived in 

Dakar in March, the first Sunday 

we went to the worship service, 

not more than 15 people were 

present. Last Sunday, we were 

more than 40. We don't have a 

building but have been worship

ing in the living room of some

one's house until now. We hope 

that, with God's help, things will 

happen quickly for the planting of 

The United Methodist Church. 

Nkemba and Mbw1zu Ndiungu, 
"A Church Is Being Planted," 

New World Outlook, May-June 1999 

"I'm not ~ure that you realize how 

deep your invitation reaches," 

said Joao Somane Machado, 

resident bishop of the 

Mozambique Annual Conference 

... Bishop Machado was address

ing representatives of the Troy 

Annual Cont erence, which ... had 

invited the Mozambique Annual 

Conference to form a VIM team 

to visit Troy Conference and rein

vigorate t11e people and churches 

for mission .... "Always missionar

ies have come to Africa [Bishop 

Machado said] But never, until 

now, have missionaries from 

Africa been invited to North 

America." 

Brenda J Aney, 'Mutuality in Mission," 
New World Outlook, 

November-December 1999 

In 1991, the time was ripe for a 

rebirth of Christianity in Russia, 

and Methodists, whose ancestors 

in faith had been there in the 

nineteenth century, were ready 

and eager to return . 

John Lovelace, "The Russia Initiative," 
New World Outlook, May-June 1999 

The 1990s saw unprecedented 

growth and global expansion in 

our mission .... New United 

Methodist churches have been 

born in war and nurtured by 

refugees in Uganda, Sudan, and 

Rwanda. There is growth in our 

presence in Senegal, Honduras, 

The cover of the March-April 1989 New World Outlook shows a 
Me.thodist pastor in Costa Rica. The May 1979 cover shows young 
residents at David and Margaret Home, a U11ited Methodist institu
tion in La Verne, California (photo by John C. Goodwin). 

Cambodia, and Nepal . New 

churches are being initiated in 

South Africa, El Salvador, 

Colombia, and Venezuela. Church 

growth and renewal is taking 

place in urban and rural areas 

across the United States. And 

the reclamation of churches in 

Eastern Europe, undertaken since 

the demise of the Soviet Union, 

has brought a growing church 

presence to Russia, Latvia, 

Lithuania, and Estonia .... We need 

to think of mission going from 

everywhere to everywhere, and 

we need to think of a church in 

which everyone is in mission

telling the world about God in 

Jesus Christ. 

Randolph W. Nugent, 
"Mission in the Third Millennium," New 

World Outfook Supplement, Spring 2000 
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Although it's part of North America, 
just south of Mexico, Central America 
doesn 't get much of our attention in 
the United States these days. In the 
1980s, armed conflict in the region
and political debates about US 
involvement-made this continent
connecting area daily fare in our 
newspapers and on our television 
screens. Since then, however, Central 

America, with its seven mostly 
Spanish-speaking nations, has disap
peared from our view, save for brief 
moments when disasters cause photo
genic suffering. 

As we reflect on mission in the new 
millennium, New World Outlook 
thought it appropriate to take a fresh 
look at Central America through the 
eyes of Paul Jeffrey, a United 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 2001 

. . 

Methodist missionary who has lived in 
the region since 1984. With this article 
from El Salvador, Jeffrey begins a 
seven-part series focused on what's 
happening today in the region, from 
Costa Rica to Belize and southern 
Mexico. In our next issue, he will be 
looking at environmental protection 
in Nicaragua. 

- The Editors 
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The last time I went to El Salvador 
following an earthquake, I was 
taken prisoner. 

It was 1986, and a devastating 
temblor had struck the capital city 
of San Salvador. The next day I 
hitched a ride from Nicaragua to 
San Salvador on a rusting old plane 
sent by the Nicaraguan govern
ment. It was a DC-6 filled with blan
kets, plasma, physicians, and a 
handful of journalists. Rather than 
being received with thanks, the 
plane was surrounded by soldiers 
and we were taken prisoner. 

After a few hours, marijuana
smoking soldiers escorted us at 
gunpoint to the military high com
mand in the middle of the city. We 
were kept there until protests by 
the Nicaraguan ambassador got us 
released the next morning. 
Salvadoran media were forbidden 
to cover aid sent from Nicaragua, 
yet reporters were bused to the air
port by the government to film the 
arrival of planes bearing emer
gency aid from the United States. 

El Salvador today is a different 
place. The war ended with a nego
tiated settlement in 1992, and the 
party of the former guerrillas, 
although it lost the last presiden
tial election in 1999, still has 
more deputies in the Legislative 
Assembly than any other political 
party. Calling a halt to war didn't 
mean an end to the violence, how
ever. Indeed, it's worse: San 
Salvador today has the highest 
homicide rate of any city in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Many Salvadorans who went 
into exile in the United States dur

in ing the violence have come home. 
c/e Some were deported from the 
a United States for being undocu

f's mented or for criminal activity, 
m including thousands of young peo-

111 ple who brought with them the 
be gang culture of Los Angeles. Yet 
on enough Salvadorans remain in the 

United States and other northern 

The poor have no time to ·despair. 
Thev are too busv surviving. 
countries to make family remit
tances El Salvador 's biggest source 
of hard currency. This money sent 
home by emigrants amounted to 
some $1.75 billion in 2000, making 
people the number-one export 
product of El Salvador, far more 
profitable than sugar or coffee. 

A 15-Year Contrast 
I've been back to El Salvador many 
times since 1986, and so I've seen 
the changes develop slowly. Yet 
when I compare the country in 
2001 to 1986, the differences are 
dramatic. Entering El Salvador by 
land a few days after a January 13 
earthquake-the first of two major 
tremors this year-all I had to do 
was pay a $10 visa fee at the bor
der. The police didn't look twice. 

Everywhere I went, govern
ment officials were responsive to 
my questions. I photographed sol
diers-eager to project a new 
image-unloading emergency 
supplies sent by church groups 
abroad. I interviewed former guer
rillas who are now town mayors, 
concerned with clearing the rubble 
from the streets and preventing 
outbreaks of disease. 

A lot of things had changed 
since the 1980s. I could even use 
US dollars in restaurants. In its 
push to catch the globalization 
wave, El Salvador implemented a 
controversial "dollarization" at the 
beginning of the year. With the US 
dollar now legal tender, the 
colon-named after Christopher 
Colombus (he was Cristobal Colon 
in Spanish)-is on its way out, a 
victim of globalization. Yet, while 
the dollar is now common curren
cy in the capital, in the country
side, where illiteracy remains high, 

people are susp1c10us. Few have 
calculators to punch in the 8.75 
colones per dollar conversion rate. 

Despite the evident differences 
from 15 years ago, many things 
remain the same. It is still the poor 
who suffer most from disasters. 
Their houses, made of adobe (mud 
and straw mixed together and 
dried in bricks) tumble quickly 
from the shaking. The death toll in 
January would have been much 
higher were it not for the gentle 
way in which the quake began, 
giving many people time to get out 
of their homes before walls started 
falling. As homes crumbled, the 
dry adobe broke into a fine dust 
that swirled up from the ground 
with every whisper of wind, paint
ing everything sepia, leaving 
survivors coughing for weeks. 

A Devastated Countryside 
In San Augustin, a remote village 
in Usulutan province, I found Jose 
Vasquez and his 11-year-old son 
Omar prying the rubble off what 
had been their front door. The 

Opposite, p.10: Omar Vasquez, 11 , car
ries off a door his father recovered from the 
wreckage of their home. Above: A child in 
Mataza no seeks comfort after a temblor. 
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Vasquez' house pitched forward 
during the January quake, the front 
door pinned undem ea th. When the 
door was finally extricated, Omar 
hoisted it on his shoulders and 
carried it over to a tree where the 
family was camped out, using scrap 
lumber and plastic sheeting to 
protect them from the unrelenting 
sun. "Someday, we'll build another 
house to go with the door," Vasquez 
said, leaning on an iron bar he used 
to pry salvageable material from the 
jumble of debris. "I don't know how 
we'll pay for it, but we have to 
dream about something. Otherwise 
we have no future." In the mean
time, Vasquez added, the door 
would serve as a bed in his family's 
temporary refuge. 

Vasquez' house once stood at 
the edge of the central plaza of San 
Augustin, a farming village of 7000 
people nestled between the sugar 
and sesame fields of the hot coastal 
plain. It' s a tortured place; the peo
ple had earlier withstood drought, 
death squads, and the floods of 
Hurricane Mitch. Now it looked 
like a bomb had fallen. I stood with 
Vasquez atop the rubble of his 
house and looked across the 
plaza-now filled with tents-at 
where the police station had stood, 
the mayor's office, the Catholic 
church. They all fell down in 
January, along with 1430 houses in 
this one village. 

How are the own rs of those 
homes going to pay for new ones? 
Although many families possess 
small plots of land that they 
received under the country's US
sponsored agrarian reform, that 
reform was designed primarily to 
keep peasants from supporting left
ist guerrillas during the 1980s. It 

A scene from Santa Elena, Usulutcin, 
where the January quake destroyed more 
than 80 percent of the houses. 

had nothing to do with empower
ing the poor. So there has been no 
agricultural credit or technical assis
tance, and today local families man
age to produce meager crops of com 
and beans that barely keep them 
alive. What capital they've man
aged to accumulate over the years 
was invested in their simple homes. 
So when their adobe walls disinte
grated, so did their life's savings. 

"The places most affected by 
the earthquake are already the 
poorest areas of the country, and 
life is going to get worse. Much of 
this country is going to stop being 
liveable," I was told by Angel 
Ibarra, president of the Salvadoran 
Ecological Unity, a coalition of 
more than 40 environmental and 
activist groups. Ibarra' s coalition 
has joined with several church 

When adobe walls disintegrated, 
so did a tamilv's lite savings. 
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groups to form the local network 
of Action by Churches Together 
(ACT), an international alliance of 
church-sponsored relief agencies 
that includes the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

"The agrarian system has col
lapsed," Ibarra continued. "This 
means that it will be practically 
impossible to live in the country
side. So people will migrate to the 
cities and to the United States. And 
the government is betting on that, 
doing nothing to stop it, because 
the only thing that works in this 
country is the flow of dollars from 
our brothers and sisters in the 
United States. That's the only thing 
that keeps the economy going, but 
not the economy of the poor in the 
countryside. People in the country
side are growing more and more 
convinced that the only viable life 
for them is not here but in the 
United States." 

D isaster Mismanagement 
A physician, Ibarra could easily 
claim prophetic status these days. 
He led a futile fight last year, steer
ing two marches through the 
streets of the capital to the coun
try's Legislative Assembly in a 
failed attempt to convince law
makers to set up a national civil
defense apparatus that would help 
the country prepare for disasters. 
El Salvador sits on top of several 
faults, but the government is 
always ill prepared when the 
ground shakes. And it's not just 
the government here. A United 
Nations report about Hurricane 
Mitch, which hit Central America 
in 1998, concluded that none of the 
affected countries had a proper 
disaster-management plan and 
that, when catas trophe struck, 
civil-defense bodies were sidelined 
by the politicians. As a result, once 
emergency teams called in for a 
particular incident had been di -
banded, there was nobody left to 
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apply the lessons next time 
around. The report said each coun
try needed "a permanent state 
institution, staffed by trained dis
aster-management professionals" 
and armed with a mandate for pre
ventive work. 

The lesson wasn't learned in El 
Salvador, despite Ibarra' s lobby
ing. As a result, the government 
qu ickly bungled the task of emer
gency management after the 
January quake. With the official 
disaster agency overwhelmed, it 
turned management of aid over to 
a committee of rich and influential 
members of .the ruling right-wing 
party. They did an even worse job, 
so President Francisco Flores
under pressure from churches and 
nongovernmental organizations -
fina lly agreed to decentralize aid 
management, putting the tasks of 
reconstruction into the hands of 
local mayors. While laudably mov
ing decision making closer to the 
scene of the disaster, that also 
served handily to divert criticism 
from the central government. 
Flores made a big show of turning 
over sacks of money to several 
mayors to use in clearing the rub
ble that was more than two meters 
deep in many streets. But he tried 
to keep it a secret that he'd taken 
the money from funds already des
tined for municipal governments 
under the existing budget. And it 
seemed that mayors from his rul
ing party had a much easier time 
getting central-government assis
tance than mayors from opposition 
parties, especially the party of the 
former guerrillas. 

Ibarra 's civil-defense plan 
could have prevented much of the 
squabbling and waste had only the 
legislature adopted it. 

Ibarra also led a valiant but 
equally futile struggle to stop the 

Top and center: Life goes on in Santa 
Elena, Usu/utan . Right: Cesar Mendoza, 
aged 2, at his family 's temporary shelter. 



construction on the hills above 
Santa Tecla, a suburb of San Sal
vador. Ibarra and the mayor of Santa 
Tecla, Oscar Ortiz, went to court to 
stop developers who wanted to 
build fancy houses on the hillsides. 
They argued that construction was 
weakening the hillsides, endanger
ing those who lived below. How
ever, El Salvador's supreme court 
ruled last year that the lawsuit 
deprived the developers of their 
right to make a profit and ordered 
Ortiz to pay $3 million to the con
struction companies. 

As Ibarra and Ortiz had feared, 
when the quake struck, the hillside 
above the Las Colinas neighbor
hood came rumbling down the 
mountain. It buried over 600 
houses, killing hundreds of people. 

A Disaster Has Two Elements 
I've learned in recent years to stop 
using the phrase "natural disaster." 
What disaster experts like Ibarra 
have taught me-and what I expe
rienced during Hurricane Mitch in 
Honduras-is that a disaster has 
two elements. First, there's a natu
ral hazard, or threat. This can be 
an earthquake, a hurricane, a 
drought, a volcanic eruption, and 
so on. These things happen, and 
there is not much we can do to stop 
them (though there is compelling 
evidence that global warming is 
making some phenomena worse). 

Yet we can do something about 
the second element. Disasters occur 
when a natural hazard encounters 
human vulnerability. The less vul
nerable a society, the less damage 

the natural hazard will provoke. 
The more vulnerable the society, 
the worse the disaster will be. 

El Salvador experienced two 
major earthquakes early this year, 
followed by thousands of minor 
aftershocks. The quake on January 
13, with a magnitude of 7.6 on the 
Richter scale, left more than 800 
people dead, and a 6.6 quake on 
February 13 killed over 300. The 
two temblors caused more than $2 
billion in damage, according to 
government estimates-damaging 
or destroying about a fifth of all 
homes as well as wrecking schools, 
hospitals, churches, and govern
ment offices. Compare that level of 
destruction with the damage 
caused by the strong earthquake 
that hit the Seattle, Washington, 
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The more vunerable a societv is, 
the worse a disaster will be. 
area on February 28. The Seattle 
quake measured 6.8 on the Richter 
scale, but, while causing signifi
cant damage, it caused no deaths. 
It's obvious that different degrees 
of vulnerability produced different 
levels of disaster. 

Ben Wisner, a researcher in the 
Environmental Studies Program at 
Oberlin College in Ohio and coor
dinator of .a United Nations-spon
sored project on urban disasters, 
observes that the El Salvador 
quakes, along with January's killer 
quake in India' s Gujarat state, 
highlight the vulnerability com
mon to Third World nations. 

"The earthquakes did not kill 
these people. A combination of 
human error, indifference, corrup
tion, and greed killed them," 
Wisner said. "It is not an ' act of 
God' that no more than 10 percent 
of the multistory structures in 
Indian cities are built according to 
earthquake-resistant norms. The 
earthquake didn't kill. The build
ings did. And the buildings go up 
rapidly with little planning and 
inspection in a boom economy like 
Gujarat's. In both El Salvador and 
Gujarat, hungry rural people have 
been migrating in search of work 
to the cities. They become squat
ters and they live in makeshift 
dwellings in some of the most 
potentially dangerous areas in an 
earthquake. They have little or 
nothing to invest in making their 
homes safer, and [they have] little 
incentive because they don' t own 
the land where they have built. 

"In San Salvador and 
Ahmadabad alike, the middle class 
is attracted to the rapidly growing 
edge of the sprawling cities . 
Developers and contractors rush to 
fill this market demand, often in 

too much haste to observe building 
codes. This is where the landslide 
buried hundreds in Las Colinas 
and where new apartment houses 
for Ahmadabad's salaried workers 
came crashing down." 

Wisner proposes an interna
tional treaty that would commit 
governments around the world to 
applying low-cost solutions to pre
vent such tragic loss. "The engi
neering knowledge exists," he 
said. "It's possible to identify 
zones subject to landslide and 
there are building codes that 
would provide for survivable col
lapse of most buildings." 

This makes perfect sense to 
me, but I doubt it will happen any
time soon in El Salvador. Ibarra 
and his colleagues have been try
ing for years to get the govem
ment' s attention on some of these 
issues. They are understandably 
skeptical that this year's quakes 
will provoke any long-lasting 
changes in government policies. 
The iron grip of El Salvador's 
oligarchy remains strong. The cul
ture of crony capitalism will ward 
off any efforts at reform . The next 
quake will strike, and more build
ings will fall down. 

Going From Poverty to Misery 
Rather than seeing tragedy as an 
opportunity to encourage democ
ratization and justice, the rich in El 
Salvador have used the quake to 
get richer. And the poor, conse
quently, get poorer. 

In Santo Tomas, a community 
just outside the capital, Norma 
Chavez picked through the rubble 
of what had been her home, which 
she had labored for years to build 
by working long hours in a 
maquila-a final assembly plant 

for garments · exported to the 
United States. "I've worked hard 
and never been able to stop being 
poor," she said. "And now this is 
like taking a giant step backward, 
going from poverty to misery." 

Maquilas are an increasingly 
important part of Central 
America's economic scene. They 
employ hundreds of thousands of 
people-mostly young women
to make the pants, shirts, shorts, 
pajamas, and now circuit boards 
that we use in the north. Consider 
what the maquilas in El Salvador 
did after the quake. The indus
try-which employs almost 70,000 

Opposite, p. 14: A woman in the rubble of 
Santa Elena, Usuluttin . Abov e: A father 
and son clear ntbble in Ahuachaptin. 

workers here-made a big show of 
claiming it wanted to contribute to 
the reconstruction of the country. It 
offered to relocate production to 
hard-hit rural areas. Yet it would 
do this only in exchange for being 
allowed to lower the minimum 
legal wage from $144 a month to 
$85 a month for women working 
long hours, six days a week. The 
existing minimum wage already 
covered less than one-third of a 
family ' s minimum necessities, 
including food, housing, health 
care, and education. The maquila 
owners wanted to shove the work
er from poverty to misery. 
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As long as fault lines of injustice 
crisscross this tiny land, the most 
densely populated in Latin 
America, El Salvador will remain 
vulnerable to the g ological faults 
under the feet of it citizens. 

A Culture of Prevention 
There is some good new in this 
otherwise somber post-quake 
panorama. While tradi tional 
power cen ter took advantage of 

the quake to exacerbate class divi
sions and worsen the exclusion of 
the poor from real economic 
progress, many church groups saw 
the disaster as an opportunity 
to achieve real change. 

Rudelmar Bueno de Faria, the 
coun try representative of the 
Lutheran World Federation and 
coordinator of the local ACT coali
tion, argued that churches- as 
they got involved in helping peo
p le build new houses-preferred 
not to speak of reconstruction . "We 
don' t want to simply rebuild the 
injustice and marginalization that 
existed before the quakes," he told 
me. "We want to build a new kind 

of sustainable development where 
the community participates, where 
appropria te technology gets used, 
where there is training about the 
prevention and mitigation of dis
asters. In that kind of participative 
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rebuilding, the people won' t be 
objects, they'll be subjects, they'll 
feel u seful, and in the process 
they' ll be able to overcome much 
of the trauma they've experienced. 
The government simply doesn't 
understand this. The government 
wants to use the priva te sector to 
rebuild everything. Yet it's those 
private companies which built the 
buildings-as in Santa Tecla- that 
weren' t sustainable the first time. 
The government just wants to 
repeat history, not change the 
course of the country's future." 

Lessons learned by ACT-El 
Salvador in the wake of Hurricane 
Mitch helped to. focus relief efforts 
in response to this year 's earth
quake disaster. After Mitch, ACT 
worked with 7000 residents in 31 
hard-hit rural villages in the area 
of Cara Sucia, Ahuachapan, setting 
up a disaster prevention and miti
gation network. Community mem
bers studied what contributed to 
their vulnerability, mapped out 
high-risk zones and escape routes, 
set up a community-based radio 
station to aid in early warning, and 
built a center for disaster preven
tion. Residents are also studying 
how to increase agricultural pro· 
duction in flood-prone villages. 
According to Ibarra, it's all part of 
creating "a culture of prevention." 

While this year's quakes did lit
tle damage in Cara Sucia, the highly 
organized residents responded 
quickly to provide assistance for 
quake victims in other parts of the 
province. "They remain poor and 
they keep getting flooded, but 
they've built a new level of solidari· 
ty among themselves that makes 
them more resilient in the face of 
disaster, while also creating the base 
for sustainable development of the 
river basin where they live," Ibarra 
told me. The task for ACT-El 
Salvador is to repeat the experience 
of Cara Sucia in as many Salvadoran 
communities as possible. 
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No Time for Despair 
Humanitarian principles accepted 
by respectable relief agencies, 
including UMCOR, prohibit dis
crimination based on creed, race, or 
sex and also proscribe using emer
gency assistance to proselytize for 
any religious or political belief. 

In an environment as political
ly polarized as El Salvador 's, that's 
a difficult row to hoe. "Both the 
government and the left are help
ing only ' their' people, so the poor 
who don' t belong to either side are 
left waiting on God to help them. 
Those without any political affilia
tion who are unserved are the ones 
that the church looks to help," 
Francisco Mayorga told me. He's a 
school teacher and a Methodist 
pastor in Ahuachapan. 

There was no Methodist pres
ence in this country back in 1986. 
Mayorga was then living in exile in 
New York, where he joined a local 
United Methodist congregation. 
When he and his f arnily returned 
to El Salvador after the end of the 
war, they brought the denomina
tional tie with them, forging what 
are today six small congregations 
in Ahuachapan and the capital. 

Mayorga walked with me 
through El Espino, a poor neigh
borhood just outside the city of 
Ahuachapan, where we talked 
with people cleaning up the rubble 
of their crumbled houses. His 
daughter Karen accompanied us. 
UMCOR is working with the 
Methodist Church in El Salvador, 
and Mayorga has named Karen the 
church's disaster coordinator. (The 
Methodist Church in El Salvador is 
small, and most leaders are family 
members.) 

What struck me as we walked 
along was how relatively happy 
people were, joking with Mayorga 
despite all that had happened to 
'.hem. It's something I've noticed 
m covering disasters over the 
years: the poorer you are, the less 

Opp.osite, p. 16: In Matazano, a girl studies in the wake of January 's quake. Above: 
Soldiers from El Salvador 's army help to clean up Santa Elena, Usu/utan . 

depressed you are immediately 
following the tragedy. The poor 
have so little to begin with, they 
have less to lose when everything 
tumbles down. It's led me to con
clude that despair is often a privi
lege of class. The poor usually 
have no time to despair because 
they are so busy surviving. 

As we discussed the quake 
with several residents, Mayorga 
observed that few blamed the 
earthquake's destruction on God. 
"People know that God didn' t 
make their houses fall down. That 
was the responsibility of people, 
because we've lost our capacity to 
live in harmony with nature. And 
here," he observed wryly, "nature 
can be a bit rough at times." 

Mayorga said the Salvadoran 
poor were clear about what' s 
behind the destruction. "The poor 
have no education, so they can't 
get a good job," he said. "They 
have no money, so the only house 
they can afford to build is a simple 
one of rough lumber or adobe. 
When even a small temblor comes 
along, their house gets knocked 
down. Yet the mansions of the rich 
are constructed with anti-seismic 
materials and design. Nothing 
happens to them in an earthquake. 
When the earth shakes, it's always 
the poor who suffer." 0 

Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist 
missionary in Central America. He 
lives in Hondu rc..s. 

UMCOR needs volunteers 
to work in the El Salvador 
eart·hquake response. 

To find out more about this opportunity, 

call 1-800-918-3100. Financial contributions may be designated 

for El Salvador Advance #511447-8. 

(See p. 35 for the proper procedure for giving through the Advance.) 
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~ MINISTRY OF 

INffiRMATION AGCESS 
The right to freedom of 
expression ... includ[es] the freedom to 
seek, receive, and impart informa tion 
and ideas of all kinds .... These rights 
and freedoms are among those which 
give meaning to the right to partici
pate effectively in a free socieh;. 

United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights, April 17, 2001 

by Sharon Maeda 

The turn of the twenty-first 
century occasioned the turning of 
many descriptive phrases: the 
information age, the telecommuni
cations age, the technology age. 
Today more people have access to 
more information, transmitted by 
a wider array of telecommunica
tion technologies, than ever before. 
That's the good news. 

GBGM Strategy for 
Global Access to Information 

>-------<::) -~ 
Self-powered Radio dl!lflbullon 

http://gbgm-umc.org 

The bad news is twofold . First, 
the gap between the information
rich and the information-poor has 
w idened greatly. Second, what, 
when, and how information is dis
tribu ted is controlled increasingly 
by a small and shrinking number 
of large corporations. For example, 
AOL, the world 's largest Internet 
p rovider, h as merged wi th the 

and the rest of 
the connected world 
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Time-Warner book, magazin , and 
cable empire. Someday Time
Warner might stop carrying NBC's 
cable news channel since it com
pete with CNN, its own cable 
channel. 

In many countries, national 
government control all the news 
media. Some governments prevent 
citizens from having access to 
external media. 

Access to information is essen
tial to the mission of the General 
Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM). In 1998, the GBGM's 
general secretary, Dr. Randolph 

ugent, began to focus on the 
need for appropriate technology, 
uch as radio, to carry the Gospel 

and the United Methodist mission 
message around the world. It had 
become clear that, even as new 
technologies were flooding the 
markets in developed countries, 
many people around the world 
stil l had no access to the older tech
nologies. With Dr. Nugent's lead
ership and the support of the 
GBGM directors, a strategy for 
using appropriate technology has 
emerged and continues to evolve. 
In a speech at the annual meeting 
of the World Association of 
Christian Communicators in June 
2000, Dr. Nugent reported: 

Sharon Maeda (poin ting) and staff members of GBGM Communications discuss a new 
page for the GBGM website. 

"We find ourselves at a time 
when, not only are we experienc
ing globalization and domination, 
but also choices are being made 
about who the players and partici
pants will be in communications, 
the economy, and the society 
.. .. Questions are being raised 
about who will be denied the priv
ilege and the opportunity and who 
will have to be given assistar.ce in 
order to participate. 

"In a time such as ours, when 
we have to grapple with issues 

such as privacy, communications 
control, police surveillance, and 
censorship ... the diversity and the 
pluralism so very necessary to 
accurate reporting are gradually 
being eroded ... . A certain sameness 
concerning the information pro
vided was beginning to be a prob
lem even when ownership of the 
media was dispersed. It is even 
more so now that ownership and 
control of the media are becoming 
centralized." 

The goal of the GBGM' s 
telecommwucations strategy is to 
provide ways to bring Gospel wit
ness to people all over the world, 
to strengthen Christian congrega
tions and communities, to alleviate 
human suffering, and to seek jus
tice, freedom, and peace. Our strat
egy is to utilize a combination of 
appropriate technologies to reach 
God's children everywhere. 

Global Radio 

Solar-powered/wind-up radios being delivered to remote communities by boat, the only 
viable means of transportation in Mozambique after the flood. 

Initial research: Africa became the 
first context for a GBGM radio pro
gram. Not only is the church in 
sub-Saharan Africa the fastest 
growing part of The United 
Methodist Church, it is growing in 
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a region ravaged by diseases, wars, 
and poverty-scourges that are 
killing people every day. 

Throughout the African conti
nent, access to news information, 
Christian dialogue, and culhirally 
appropriate programming is often 
difficult to find . In some African 
countries, all media are controlled 
by national governments. In oth
ers, civil wars and political unrest 
put local broadcasters and journal
ists in jeopardy. 

A growing group of local com
munity radio stations, primarily in 
rural areas, is providing great serv
ice on a shoestring budget. In a 
study conducted by the World 
Association of Community Radio 
(AMARC), more than 90 percent of 
African community radio stations 
said they would be willing to 
broadcast programs dealing with 
HIV I AIDS awareness and preven
tion. Yet, last year, owing to a lack 
of resources, half of that group did 
not broadcast a single program on 
the subject. 

Distribution of self-powered 
radios: Radios are not readily 
available in Africa. There is limited 
electricity and the cost of batteries 
is prohibitive. Thus the GBGM 
began exploring self-powered 
radios with solar panels, wind-up 
generators, or both. One radio was 
designed specifically for use in 
Africa after Trevor Bayliss, a 
British engineer, saw a television 
documentary about the rapid 
spread of AIDS there. 

In February 2000, floods devas
tated much of southern Mozam
bique. The government made an 
international plea for self-powered 
radios so that flood victims could 
stay informed about survival 
issues while they waited in refugee 
camps for the flood waters to sub
side. In response to this call for 
action, the GBGM assisted the 
Methodist Church of Mozambique 

in distributing 4000 Freeplay radios 
to churches, schools, community 
and women's groups, and health 
leaders. Volunteers with radios 
waded through mud, borrowed 
rowboats, rented trucks, and even 
hitched a ride with a farmer on a 
tractor in order to get the radios to 
the people who needed them. 

A year after the Mozambique 
floods, five students from the 
Robert Wagner Graduate School of 
Public Service at New York 
University teamed up with stu
dents from Eduardo Mondlane 
University in Maputo to assess the 
usefulness of the radios. Their 
research showed that 79 percent of 
the people said they could not 
afford to purchase radio batteries, 
making self-powered radios a very 
important tool. An astounding 50 
percent said they discussed with 
others the information they heard 
on the radio-which bodes well 
for the dissemination of data about 
health and for the spread of reli
gious education. The students also 
found that the Mozambicans used 
radios for sending personal mes
sages,· much as telephones are 

used. This points up the need for 
locally produced programming. 

Funding for self-powered radios: 
At the final meeting of the 1997-
2000 quadrennium, GBGM direc
tors were each given a self-powered 
radio to use as an interpretive tool. 
All were asked to raise funds for the 
radios, which cost $50 apiece. In 
addition, GBGM staff promoted the 
radios at jurisdictional and annual
conference events. Thanks to the 
commitment and creativity of those 
former directors and dedicated 
staff, more than $40,000 has been 
raised for radio purchase and distri
bution to date. 

Radio Africa International: A col
umn in the March-April issue of 
New World Outlook described 
"Radio Africa International," the 
GBGM' s daily shortwave radio 
program. Given situations that 
might endanger broadcasters or 
hamper free radio programming in 
Africa- such as civil wars or gov
ernment censorship-the GBGM 
decided to produce the program at 
its studios in New York. Drawing 

GBGM director Susan Smalley and Vega Drummond of the New York Annual 
Conference navigate the GBGM web page at the 1999 Women's Assembly. 
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Cyclones hit Mozambique two years in a row, causing major damage and loss of life and property across much of the country. 

upon the wealth of African 
resources in the New York area 
and involving visiting African 
bishops and others from the conti
nent, a staff of three produces this 
daily program. Soon they will be 
joined by correspondents from all 
over Africa. At present, the pro
gram broadcasts for four hours a 
day-two hours in English and two 
in French. Future plans include pro
ducing the same program in 
Portuguese. Eventually, at least part 
of the program production will 
move to a safe and accessible loca
tion on the African continent. 

Low-powered radio: Recently the 
US Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) decided to 
license 10- to 100-watt radio sta
tions to nonprofit organizations. 
Seeing this as a good opportunity 
for inner city, ethnic, and poor 
rural communities to have their 
own voice, the GBGM joined with 
ecumenical partners and other 

community-based organizations to 
advocate for these frequencies and 
to encourage United Methodist 
institutions to apply for them. 

Despite recent media stor·es to 
the contrary, the Low-Powered FM 
(LPFM) initiative is still alive, 
although encumbered by new 
obstacles. Some rural United 
Methodist communities are likely 
to obtain licenses soon. However, 
because of the obstacles that limit 
access to LPFM, the GBGM is also 
exploring low-power AM, which 
does not require an FCC license. The 
coverage area is very, very small
just a block or two in an urban set
ting-but if the programming is 
streamed on the Internet, anyone in 
the world with Internet access and a 
computer that can stream audio can 
hear the programs. 

Suitcase radio stations: During 
the course of our research, we 
found a radio station literally built 
into a suitcase. Inside the suitcase 

is all the equipment needed to run 
a full-service radio station at the 
price of $5000. This suitcase pack
aging makes it possible to use a 
portable radio station when oper
ating under adverse conditions. A 
suitcase radio station can also 
serve isolated villages. 

Children's programming in the 
Philippines: The GBGM provided 
a grant to the Methodist Church of 
the Philippines to develop a 
children's radio program. The 
church's use of dramatic story
telling, along with well-produced 
sound effects and music, brings 
religious programming to young 
people in a creative and entertain
ing way. The church hopes to 
produce a weekly radio program 
that would be distributed to exist
ing radio stations throughout the 
Philippines. Eventually, the GBGM 
hopes to work on radio develop
ment with its mission partners 
throughout the world. 
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Teleconferencing 
The GBGM has two conference 
rooms with teleconferencing capa
bilities and also has a portable, 
briefcase-sized satellite dish . These 
resources allow direct two-way 
communication between mission 
partners around the world and 
GBGM staff members. Additional 
portable satellite dishes would 
enable live point-to-point commu
nication throughout the world. 

World Wide Web 
The GBGM' s foray into the World 
Wide Web grew out of an increas
ing need to disseminate AIDS
awareness information. By 1994, 
the GBGM had a website that was 
growing by leaps and bounds in 
every direction. Today 23,000 web 
visitors come to the GBGM site 
each month. More than 18,000 of 
these visitors are new to the site. 
Part of the high traffic of new visi
tors can be attributed to coverage 
of news stories. For example, arti
cles on AIDS or on the US Navy's 
bombing exercises on the island of 
Vieques now have topical links 
with major search engines. 

Floodwaters in Mozambique, Feb. 2000. 

With increased staff support, 
the GBGM website is becoming 
more user-friendly. It will soon 
provide an interactive web experi
ence by offering an integrated 
source of information that is easily 
accessible, simple to use, quick to 
load (even with slower connec
tions), and rich in content. This 
site will continue to reflect a well
informed, interactive United 
Methodist mission and ministry 
that, being online, can be shared by 
the entire "connected" world. 

United Methodist churches on 
the Web: The GBGM hosts local 
United Methodist churches on a 
dedicated server, providing the 
churches with free websites. What 
began as a handful of churches on 
the GBGM server has grown to 
more than 7100 local churches, 
along with annual conferences, 
district offices, units of United 
Methodist Women and United 
Methodist Men, and United Metho
dist youth groups. GBGM staff 
members provide technical sup
port and a useful newsletter to the 
users. The church sites will soon be 
linked with and integrated into the 
GBGM website. 

Community networks: Today, 
nearly 50 percent of the homes in 
the United States have computers. 
In addition, schools, libraries, and 
community centers are building 
open computer facilities to give 
more people access to the web. 
Thus it is becoming viable for local 
communities to share information 
via a website. The technology 
allows for the streaming of audio 
and video messages as well as text 
and graphic images. It also pro
vides a connection for people who 
are isolated from each other. 
Where low-power radio will not 
go (because of signal interference 
in major markets or the lack of an 
FCC license), a simple computer 
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connected to a telephone can pro
vide communication within a 
neighborhood or with the world. 
The McGannon School of 
Communications at Fordham 
University has conducted a study 
on the viability of local United 
Methodist churches becoming the 
hub of such community networks. 

Global Mission Leaming Centers: 
The GBGM is also working to find 
funding partners to provide com
puter technology in communities 
where the costs are prohibitive. In 
the United States, large technology 
corporations are putting such 
resources in select, usually heavily 
populated communities, ignoring 
the needs of rural areas and devel
oping countries. By late 2001, the 
GBGM will have launched initial 
sites in at least three countries. 

In addition to the learning and 
networking made possible by com
puters, streaming audio on the 
Internet can eventually provide 
the United Methodist connection 
with programming from around 
the world. As Dr. Nugent put it: 
"God has created a diversity 
which, in the communications con
text, must not be allowed to sepa
rate us or drive us apart, but rather 
be that which unites us and allows 
us to understand the complexities 
of God's creation. 

"Christian communicators," 
he continued, "should think of 
communications as the engine for 
mission in our day: that which 
speaks with and for the justice 
long absent from many situations 
in which we are in mission. A task 
for communications is to antici
pate-and to embody-what 
should be, and what shall be when 
the kingdom comes." 0 

Sharon Maeda is the Associate 
General Secretary for Mission 
Communication at the General Board 
of Global Ministries . 
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Families flee to higher ground, taking whatever possessions and food they can carry. 

Our team arrived in Mozambique 
in January 2001 to conduct three 
weeks of academic research. We 
were five graduate students from 
New York University's Wagner 
Graduate School of Public Service 
working on our final project for 
our master's degree. We went to 
evaluate the impact of the Freeplay 
radios-solar-powered I wind-up 
radios-on the lives of people in 
rural villages who were affected by 
the floods in 2000. Each day pro
vided its own treasure of discover
ies in both our research work and 
our appreciation of the vast and 
largely unspoiled beauty of 
Mozambique. 

In our travels we were struck 
by the friendliness of the 
Mozambican people and their will
ingness to share their flood experi
ences. In the bustling market in the 
capital, Maputo, we encountered 
the first of many Freeplay radios. 
The shopkeeper who owned the 
radio proudly told us that, since 
most individual stall operators did 
not have access to electricity at the 
market, his radio served him well. 
He simply winds up the crank on 
his radio whenever he wants to lis
ten to a news program. 

In the countryside of Gaza and 
Maputo provinces, we began to 
hear tragic stories about how the 
floods had destroyed both human 
life and property. A woman in the 
village of Matuba, in the Chokwe 
district, told how she had lost 
everything in the floods and was 
barely able to save herself. Until 
she was given a solar I wind-up 
radio a couple of months after the 
flood, she was without any access 
to information. Her radio became 
the primary means to reconnect 
her with the world. "The radio," 
she said, "is like a witness to how 
the rest of the world lives." 

The United Methodist Church 
in Chokwe is a odest building 
that was rebuilt with clay bricks 
and mud on the foundations of the 
former building, destroyed by the 
floods. I worshiped there with the 
people one Sunday morning. 
Despite their limited means, they 
have survived with optimism and 
faith in their future. One change is 
that people now believe what they 
hear on the radio about floods and 
about other issues as well. The 
devastation created by the floods 
has enhanced the value of informa
tion broadcast by radio. People are 
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by Maurice Seaton 

interested in rebuilding their lives 
and property. Relevant, practical 
information-such as programs 
teaching about ways to prevent 
malaria, cholera, and HIV I AIDS-
is gratefully welcomed. 

A pastor in the XaiXai area told 
how he and 28 other people spent 
two weeks on rooftops waiting to 
be rescued from the floodwaters. 
In some areas water levels reached 
as high as 24 feet. All that people 
had to survive on was 25 liters of 
water and a rationing of 10 
peanuts per person per meal. After 
the waters subsided, people 
thought it a miracle that they had 
survived. This experience of 
spending long periods on rooftops 
or in trees, waiting to be rescued, 
was a story we heard in several vil
lages. Despite rescue efforts, 700 
people died in the floods of 2000. 

We found that people want an 
affordable, durable radio-one 
that provides them with popular 
programming, such as news and 
community information. They are 
unable to afford the batteries that 
power some types of radios, and 
with a national electrification rate of 
only 5 percent, electrical appliances 
are not an option. A solar-pow
ered /wind-up radio is a popular 
and suitable solution for both emer
gency communications and the 
long-term broadcasting needs of the 
people of Mozambique. 0 

Maurice Seaton, along with Christian 
Bowman, Shanya Harris , Alicia 
Polak, and Tuesday Saperia -four 
fellow students at New York 
University's Wagner Graduate School 
of Public Service-carried out the 
radio impact study in Mozambique 
under the sponsorship of the General 
Board of Global Ministries and the 
Freeplay Foundation, the nonprofit 
arm of the radio manufacturer. 
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Zothan Mawia: 

A Reconciling 13ishoJ? 
by Alma Graham 

for Myanmar 
Myanmar, Burma's official name since June of 1989, 

is evocative of the land's long history. It is the name 

the people use for themselves-a name including all 

the ethnic groups, not only the majority Burmese. It 
is also a name that appears in Marco Polo's account 

of the visit he made there in the thirteenth century, 

during his 17-year sojourn in China at the court of 

Kublai Khan. Myanmar is more easily pronounceable 

if you know to drop the "n" and "r" sounds. Say 

meeAH MAH quickly and it sounds a bit like Bu~ 

the Anglicized version of the name. 
Whatever it' s called, this kite-shaped country · 

about the size of Texas and is home to twice ~ 

many people. The tail of the kite is caught between 

the Indian Ocean, Thailand, and the South China 

Sea. India and Bangladesh lie to the west, China is 

north and east, and most of southeast Myanm 

borders Thailand. It was this strategic location th 

made the Burma Road such a valuable asset to th 
Allies in World War II. From 1938 to 1946, it was 

vital inland supply route from India to China. 
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Earlier, over the course of three 
nineteenth-century wars, Great 
Britain conquered Burma, ruling it 
as a province of India from 1886 
until 1937, when it became a self
governing member of the British 
Commonwealth. Not until 1948 
did the country gain independ
ence. Its recent history has been 
rife with internal conflict, marked 
by military control and accusations 
of human-rights violations. 

Conflict has also plagued the 
Methodist church in Myanmar. 
Myanmar has two separate groups 
of Methodists. The Methodist 
Church (Lower Myanmar) began 
in 1879 when Dr. James Thoburn
a US missionary and later a bishop 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
-came from India to Rangoon, 
Burma (now Yangon, Myanmar) at 
the invitation of Calcutta converts 
who had moved to Burma to start 
a church. Around the same period, 
in 1885, missionaries from Britain 
came to Mandalay and started 
British Methodist work there. The 
resulting church in the north is 
known as the Methodist Church 
(Upper Myanmar). 

The Methodist Church in 
Lower Myanmar split twice, in 
1966 and 1994. The 1994 split and 
its aftermath were described to the 
Cabinet of the General Board of 
Global Ministries a year ago by a 
GBGM executive, Dr. David Wu. 
"The Methodist Church in Lower 
Myanmar was hopelessly para
lyzed for the past six years," he 
wrote, "in a state of bitter division 
between two rival groups, each 
headed by their respective bish
ops .. .. The GBGM has taken an 
active role from the beginning to 
bring resolution to the conflict. This 
year [2000] we made yet another 
attempt by inviting Bishop Philip 
Tseng of Taiwan to work directly 
with ... the districts where the seed 
of conflict originated. He made two 
trips to Myanmar and invited a 

former retired bishop, U Hla Sein, 
to convene a conference to elect a 
new bishop. The position of the two 
previous bishops, whose terms had 
exceeded the disciplinary limitation 
for retirement, were declared 
invalid. An election was called and 
the Rev. Zothan Mawia [pro
nounced MOY ah] was elected on 
the first ballot, receiving 37 out of 
40 votes cast in the conference." 

The consecration service that 
followed on July 16, 2000, was 
attended by three bishops from the 
Methodist churches in Asia
Bishop Tseng, Bishop Emerito 
Nacpil of the Philippines, and 
Bishop Kiam Thou Wong of 
Singapore-and by Dr. Wu who 
was representing the GBGM. 
"Representatives from different 
denominations in Myanmar also 
participated in the service," Wu 
reported, "to show their support 
for the newly elected leader of the 
now rerunited Methodist Church in 
Lower Myanmar." A further build
ing of good relations took place 
when Bishop Mawia was invited to 
speak at the Conference of the Meth
odist Church, Upper Myanmar. 

Nine months after his conse
cration, Bishop Zothan Mawia 
came to the United States to attend 
the GBGM' s Spring Board Meeting, 

bringing with him a 10-year plan 
for church development. On April 
26, I had the pleasure of interview
ing him and meeting his wife, 
Caroline (see p . 44). 

Interview With Bishop Mawia 
AG: From what I' ve read about 
you, Bishop Mawia, you have 
brought people together in recon
ciliation after a long period of 
strife. How did you do it? 
ZM: I said that everybody has to 
work together. I was elected bish
op by the Grace of God. I was sur
prised. I didn't expect that. But it 
confirms for me that God wants us 
to work together, and God is giv
ing me the strength. 

Reconciliation is very impor
tant. We have to understand oth
ers' hurts and their feelings, and 
we have to forgive one another. In 
February, we had our Reunited 
Special Conference-the first con
ference after reunification. After 
seven years of tension and difficul
ties, everyone came and met 
together, working together. The joy 
and unity were fantastic. It seems 
that when you are forgiven, you 
feel forgiveness for others, and 
there is a beautiful spirit. 

Our leaders like to do mission 
work. We want to catch up with 

Bishop Zothan Mawia, kneeling, is consecrated as bishop of the Methodist Church of 
Lower Myanmar. His wife Caroline and their three children watch and pray behind him. 
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Methodist pastors and lay leaders of the Methodist Church of Lower Myanmar meet for 
their 2001 annual conference. Bishop Mawia is seated in the center. 

other denominations. We are far 
behind because of the split. So I 
say: "Hey, let's come on! Let' s do it 
together!" We are now going to 
reach out to the ethnic minority 
groups, many of which are in 
remote areas. The Burmese people 
are the major ethnic group in 
Myanmar; they represent about 65 
percent of the population. The 
other 35 percent includes 135 eth
nic groups. So we are trying to 
reach out not only to th Burmese 
and Chinese in Myanmar but to 
some of the smaller ethnic groups. 
This is a very new thing that we 
are going to do as the Methodist 
Church of Lower Myanmar. The 
Upper Myanmar Methodist Church 
has been reaching out among the 
Chin and the Lushai people. Now 
we are trying to reach out also 
because all the people need Jesus. 
Spiritually and physically and 
socially we have to reach them. 

The Burmese people are 
Buddhist. Buddhism is rooted in 

their hearts and culture. Many pic
tures and statues of Buddha in 
Myanmar look very Burmese. 
When. you share Jesus Christ, 
sometimes the people realize that 
Jesus is a savior. But they have dif
ficulty accepting him because they 
feel that Jesus is very foreign. 

We were a British colony for 
over 60 years. Many of our people 
still have bad feelings about some 
of what happened under colonial
ism. They know the British are 
Christians. They believe the 
Christians in Myanmar are friends 
of the British. So they have diffi
culty accepting Christianity. They 
think that when the people of 
Myanmar become Christian, they 
are not being loyal to their own 
sort of life. 

It takes time to heal that mis
conception. One day they will be 
able to realize that Jesus Christ is 
for everybody-for the Burmese, 
for the ethnic minority groups, for 
every human being. 
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AG: Probably images of Jesus 
looking like a native of Myanmar 
would be of help. 
ZM: Last December, our Methodist 
English Church in Yangon [the 
international congregation is 
English-speaking] represented a 
nativity scene. Herod was dressed 
like a Burmese king. Joseph wore a 
Burmese longyi, a kind of sarong. 
The scene was totally Myanmar. 
Even some non-Christians came 
and looked and said they appreci
ated it. The people can become 
very close to Jesus Christ when 
he's shown as looking like them. 
AG: Bishop, where did you grow 
up? Where is your native place? 
ZM: I was born in Yangon. My 
father was an army officer and we 
went wherever he was transferred. 
So I was brought up in Maymyo 
(now called Pyin Oo Lwin), about 
42 miles from Mandalay. I studied 
at Mandalay Arts and Sciences 
University and then at Rangoon 
Arts and Sciences University. 

My parents were Presbyterians 
but joined the Baptists because 
there were mostly Baptist churches 
in Myanmar. Then we rented a 
house that had been the parsonage 
of the Methodist pastor. Next door 
was the Methodist church. They 
invited us to come and join them. 
Later, at age 17, I became a local 
preacher. 

When I was a student at 
Rangoon University I was an evan
gelist. We university students 
called ourselves "The Revivals." 
We used to study, but mostly we 
spent our time sharing the Word of 
God. Some of the students were 
Communist in their views and 
some were Buddhists. They called 
me the Class Pastor because, 
whenever we sat together, we [the 
Revivals] told them about Jesus 
Christ and all the good things he 
had done. We would also preach 
the Gospel in the streets and by the 
markets and would take part in 
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worship services on Sunday, often 
in funeral houses. We shared the 
experience of John Wesley-the 
warming of the heart. Now we 
must pray that we get that 
Wesleyan spirit and scriptural 
holiness back again. We'd like to 
have that Wesleyan spirit in our 
context and to study and share the 
Word of God. 
AG: In this country, most people 
don't feel comfortable speaking 
about their faith. 
ZM: To me, evangelism is sharing 
the things that you enjoy, like hav
ing peace of mind in the midst of 
difficulties and having eternal life. 
When you keep the blessings God 
has bestowed upon you, if you 
don't share them, then the bless
ings become a curse. For example, 
the Sea of Galilee became a bless
ing. There were a lot of fishes in it 
and green trees around it. It was 
nice and clean and brought good 
blessings for the people and the 
creatures nearby. But the Dead Sea 
was different. There was no outlet, 
so thqt sea became a curse-all 
salty and all desert, with no living 
creatures. So, though we don't 
have much, we have to share from 
the things we do have. When you 
share, you feel, "Oh wow, I'm glad 
that I'm a channel for blessings for 
someone." 

Even if we are poor we can 
give many things still. I am blessed 
with the Word of God, with salva
tion, and with eternal life. I have to 
share those things with others. I 
believe that I am blessed and that I 
may be a blessing for others. The 
message in my heart is sharing. 

II Timothy, chapter 2, verses 1-
7 is a passage that tells us to pass 
on the ministry. "What you have 
heard from me through many wit
nesses entrust to faithful people 
who will be able to teach others as 
well." The message is that you 
pass on the things that you have 
learned to others. 

Passing on the Ministry 
In April, Bishop Mawia presented 
the GBGM with a 10-year·plan for 
Lower Myanmar Methodists. The 
plan focuses on Spiritual Renewal, 
reviving the Wesleyan spirit with 
vibrant worship and class meet
ings; Development Programs to 
train disciples, evangelists, and 
teachers; Leadership Promotion 
programs for ministers and lay 
leaders; and Literature Develop
ment, Scholarship programs, and 
Fundraising initiatives. By 2010, 
the goal is for each local church 
existing in 2001 to plant at least 
one new church; for the Methodist 
Church in Lower Myanmar to 
have at least 10 full-time ministers 
and 60 evangelists and missionar
ies; for 25 Gospel (or Mission) 
Centers to be opened; and for 
Myanmar to have an international
ly accredited seminary. 

Bishop Zothan Mawia has 
been diligent about continuing his 
own education. After university, 
he studied at Union Biblical 
Seminary in India for three years, 
later finishing his bachelor of 
divinity degree at Sarempore 
College in 1979. In 1990, he 
attained a master in ministry 

degree from Trinity Theological 
College in Singapore. 

The bishop has requested that 
the GBGM provide financial under
girding in this critical period of 
rebuilding the church and setting 
up a new conference office. The 
church needs a pastor-salary sub
sidy of $30 per month and needs 
funds to restore old buildings. 

During the split in Lower 
Myanmar, the GBGM did not 
know which side to support. Now 
the reunited church provides a 
fresh opportunity for the funding 
of mission work in Myanmar, con
tributing to programs for church 
renewal, evangelism, lay training, 
and work with women, children, 
and youth. As Bishop Mawia put 
it: "We would like to have you as a 
channel of blessings. In sharing 
with us, you are equipping us to 
better serve our people." 0 

Alma Graham is the Editor of New 
World Outlook. 

You may support the Methodist Church, 
Lower Myanmar, through Advance 
Specials such as Christian Service Gospel 
Center, #011181-0 and Continuing Edu
cation for Pastors, #011 766-7. 

The Methodist English Church in Yangon, Myanmar. 
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Each year, several rruss10n teams 
come to Florida City. Some help 
lead our community's after-school 
ministry or direct a Vacation Bible 
School. Others fix up homes or ren
ovate the building of the Florida 
City United Methodist Church. The 
children and youth at the church 
enjoy meeting new friends from 
other parts of the United States. 
Their relationship with Jesus 
grows, along with their sense of self 
worth. It is amazing to see how one 
week can change their lives. 

After Hurricane Andrew raged 
through Florida in August 1992, 
Presbyterian and United Methodist 
churches collaborated on Vacation 
Bible Schools in communities 
affected by the storm. The church in 
Florida City asked for a weeklong 
Vacation Bible School. A youth mis
sion team from St. Luke's UMC in 
Orlando was chosen to lead it. But 
there had been no kids in the 
Florida City church for several 
years and no one advertised the 
school. So the visiting team went 
through the neighborhood and 
knocked on doors. By the end of the 
week, 50 local kids were involved. 
As a result, I started a one-day-a
week outreach program that later 
became a full-time Church and 
Community ministry. It is called 
"Branches." 

Several years later, Miami 
Urban Ministries asked if our 
group could do a Vacation Bible 
School at Riverside Methodist 
Church. The church was trying to 
reach out to the Hispanic commu
nity in its neighborhood but need
ed young people who spoke 
Spanish. It was great that our 

A YOUTH OUTREACH MINISTRY CALLED 

----= 
by Kim King Torres 

Norma and JoAnn Toussaint of Branches help out at a homeless shelter. 

youth were able to help another 
church start a new ministry. 

Being part of a ministry in a 
poor community means that peo
ple want to come and serve us. 
Leaders want to bring their kids to 
Branches because they can work in 
a low-income community with a 

diverse group of children and 
youth. The majority of mission 
teams that come are not diverse 
themselves. They are made up of 
middle-class White kids. Groups 
come from other parts of Florida 
and from other states because they 
want to "help" the kids here. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 2001 

But I be! 
teams also I 

gain a new u 
it rneans to 
meet kids wr 
the greatest 
world-beca' 
without God 
that is. They • 
are undocun 

have a nam 
grow to 10, 

means for 
labeled an " 
~o longer hi 
lil1rnigratio1 

The vi' 
have never, 



But I believe that the visiting 
teams also receive help. Groups 
gain a new understanding of what 
it means to be Christian. They 
meet kids who think that church is 
the greatest thing in the whole 
world-because they have lived 
without God and know how bad 
that is. They meet immigrants who 
are undocumented but who now 

have a name and a face that they 
grow to love. They learn what it 
means for a child's future to be 
labeled an "illegal alien." They can 
no longer hear the news and think 
immigration issues don't matter. 

The visitors meet kids who 
have never had any privacy-not 

Children from the Branches After-school Ministry help out at a fu ndraiser to build a 
soccer field in the community. 

even their own bed, much less their 
own room. They meet kids who are 
just like them, only different. 

Branches Outreach 
When I started Branches in the fall 
of 1994, I wanted to give children 
and youth the opportunity to give 
of themselves in serving others and 
serving Christ. I know that the mis
sion work I did as a youth shaped 
my life. I knew that God could use 
me, and that was really cool. Other 
youth also have gifts and talents 
that can be shared with others. 

There are several cornmunity
service projects that I will always 
remember. After Hurricane An
drew hit in 1992, the Miami District 
Disaster Response Youth Summer 
Interns decided to have a youth 
work day. We were going to help 
rebuild homes. I remember watch
ing our youth help build a house 
when many of their families did not 
own a home. That is what mission 
is all about-serving Christ, not 
thinking of yourself. 

Another service project we did 
was gleaning. Most kids in our 
group have parents or family mem
bers who work in the fields. The 
kids have also spent time picking 
crops to help the family earn 

money. So this was a way for the 
kids to use a skill they already had. 
Since we had only two cars, we 
took only eight kids. Our job was to 
pick the corn left in the field . 
Another, larger youth group was 
also gleaning. By the end of the day, 
our small group had picked almost 
six times as much com as the other 
youth group! 

When Christmas comes, peo
ple are always calling to see if they 
can give the kids gifts. I really 
struggle with this because I do not 
want our kids to become depend
ent or greedy. Besides, Kendall 
UMC does a Christmas program 
with us every year. The kids even 
get to pick a gift for someone else. 

I want them to learn to give. 
As a result, our youth participate 
in a service project each month. We 
have done everything from pick
ing up trash to working with peo
ple with disabilities. It's important 
to teach the value of serving and 
then to practice it. 0 

Kim King Torres is a Church and 
Community Worker serving Branches 
Outreach Ministry in Florida Cihj 
near the southern tip of Florida. 
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· PROFILES OF BRANCHES PARTICIPANTS 

Ismael Ferniza 
13 years old, born in Miami, 
Mexican parents 

In 1992, the house Ismael's 
family rented was destroyed by 
Hurricane Andrew. Everything the 
Fernizas owned was destroyed. 
The next few days were a struggle 
for the family just to find food and 
drinking water. What Ismael 
remembers is how an army of 
church people gave him and his 
family what they needed. 

Ismael was one of the first kids 
to join Branches. Last October we 
experienced another hurricane 
that caused flooding. Through the 
support of UMCOR, Branches was 
able to distribute 500 flood buckets 
and supplies of food to affected 
families. 

Gavin Krueger 

13 years old, born in Florida City, 
Cuban American parents 

Gavin started to come to 
Branches when he was in third 
grade. He was always big for his 
age and he got into a lot of trouble. 
Almost every day when he came to 

the after-school program, he had a 
detention notice or a story about 
fighting at school. Gavin has 
matured now and has become a 
new creation in Christ. 

Gavin is good friends with 
Harold Simons, 84, who has been 
volunteering at Branches forever. 
Harold lost a leg in an explosion in 
World War II. Last year, Harold's 
macular degeneration became so 
bad that he could no longer drive 
or read. He is not blind but doesn't 
see clearly. He still volunteers at 
the after-school program. The kids 
now read to him. 

Gavin helps Harold a few 
times a week by reading his mail 
and magazines, helping him 
decide what to keep and what to 
throw away. Gavin remembers 
how Harold helped him with read
ing and math when he was 
younger. He is glad he can help 
Harold now. 

Martine Daces 
13 years old, born in Haiti 

Martine wants to be a mission
ary. Recently she did a school 
report on her future career and 
learned a lot about the General 
Board of Global Ministries. She 
thinks it would be great to go back 
to Haiti and work with people 
there. She is fluent in Creole. 

Martine thinks that the month
ly service projects are tough but are 
giving her insight into her future. 
She has been uncomfortable, 
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tired, hungry, dirty, and sad while 
serving others. Nevertheless, she 
likes working with new people 
and she likes experiencing new 
things. 

Martine is teaching Sunday 
School at Florida City UMC, work
ing with 10 girls in second through 
fifth grades. Two of the girls just 
came from Honduras. Martine 
knows a few Spanish words and 
uses body language to get the les
son across to Yuliza and Mauricia. 
The other girls in the class help her 
translate. 

Miguel Angel Ferniza 
15 years old, born in Miami, 
Mexican parents 

In March 1999, St. Luke's UMC 
in Orlando needed a translator for a 
mission trip to Duverge, Domin
ican Republic. The volunteers were 
building a church and teaching 
Vacation Bible School. They invited 
Miguel. It was his first mission trip 
away from home and his first time 
in an airplane. It changed his life. 

Everything was new for 
Miguel-getting a passport, going 
to the airport, being with a group 
that was White. At the hotel in 
Du verge, Miguel got his own 
room. It was the first time in his 
life that he had his own space. (He 
is one of five children.) 

The work was tough and the 
weather hot. We had to move dirt 
to make a foundation for the floor 
of the church. It was powerful to 
see Miguel interact with the 
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Dominican children and to hear 
him explain Branches to them. 

When we were at the church 
preparing for a service, Miguel 
picked up a broom to sweep. A 
friend tried to take it away from 
him, saying that men do not 
sweep. Miguel said he always 
swept at home and didn' t mind 
sweeping the church. 

Miguel is no longer the quiet 
middle kid of his family. He is a 
leader with lots of friends. His mis
sion experience has made a world of 
difference in his liie. Through it, he 
learned that God has given him 
many things and that he is special. 

Jahaira Guzman 
16 years old, born in Puerto Rico 

J ahaira especially likes the 
service projects that help people 
with food. When her family 
moved from Puerto Rico to 
Connecticut, her family stayed in a 
shelter and at times had to scav
enge for food. She knows how 
hard it js to go hungry. J ahaira also 
understands that sometimes a little 
help in an emergency is all a fami
ly needs to get back on track. 

Norma Toussaint 
17 years old, born in Miami, 
Haitian parents 

For the past four years, Norma 
has participated in the 30-hour 
"Famine" with World Vision. Our 
group fasts for 30 hours and learns 
more about world hunger. We also 
sleep outside on the church 
grounds in cardboard boxes to 

simulate the experience of being 
homeless. The whole experience is 
a challenge for Norma. Not eating 
is difficult, but it is even harder to 
learn about children around the 
world who are starving. 

For four years now, Norma has 
attended high school at a magnet 
school in Key Biscayne. It is about 
an hour and fifteen minutes by car, 
but she takes four buses and the 
metro rail to school every day. She 
often does not get home until 7:00 
P.M. Norma wants to go to col
lege-and she will. Participating in 
local mission projects has helped 
her to remember that life is not all 
about success and having more 
than her parents did. We are here 
to serve those around us because 
that is what Jesus did. 

Christina Martinez 
13 years old, born in West Palm 
Beach, Mexican parents 

Christina likes to do service 
projects because they are fun. She 
enjoys spending time with people 
in the group and learning new 
skills. One project that she really 
enjoyed was painting a house for a 
woman in need. Her mom and 
little sister also helped. 

Christina would like to do 
mission work outside Miami. She 
thinks that she would be good 
because she is bilingual and knows 
what it's like to go through hard 
times. She is not afraid of bad 
neighborhoods. And she would 
like to work with migrant kids 
because her family also followed 
the crops. 

Milagros Ocampo 
16 years old, born in Nicaragua 

Milita loves music. Recently 
she was able to use her gift to help 
others at our "Summer J.A.M." For 
three days we had a series of wor
ship services outside as part of our 
outreach into the community. The 
youth praise band played at each 
of the services. Milita loved being 
able to play for the people. 

Milita lives with her father and 
her little sister, usually at her 
father's girlfriend's house. But 
every couple of weeks they are 
kicked out when her father and his 
girlfriend fight. She knows what it 
is like not to have a place to sleep 
and to have nothing. It empowers 
her to bring a little joy to someone 
else by playing a song. 

Johnathan Winters 
16 years old, born in Miami, 
African Am rican 

Johnathan is a leader and likes 
to work hard. He first came to 
Branches when he w as in fifth 
grade. He was just passing by and 
saw us playing in the yard . Now 
there is nothing he enjoys more 
than "sweating for Jesus," but he 
struggles with a calling to be in 
full-time ministry. His mom is neg
ative about the idea and her 
boyfriend is opposed to it. So 
Johnathan is often limited in what 
he is allowed to do. If he could, he 
would be working at Habitat every 
weekend and volunteering at our 
after-school program. Nevertheless, 
being in mission locally enables 
him to do what he loves. 
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0n the Road to 

Healing at 

Minnesota's 
Center 

\a.ctimsor 
Torture 

It had been 18 months since 
Tesfa* last saw his wife and 
two children. They were still in 
Ethiopia. Meanwhile, he was an 
asylum seeker in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. The road leading to 
Minneapolis had been long and 
difficult, sometimes frighten
ing, sometimes overwhelming. 
But the alternative-to stay in 

Ethiopia-meant a return to 
prison, torture, and possibly death. 

Tesfa had been a broadcast 
journalist in his home country-a 
television producer. He was well 
educated and his family had lived 
a good life. But he became a target 
for government intimidation when 
his broadcasts called . for a more 
open and democratic society. After 
he was imprisoned and tortured, 
he got the message. He left broad
casting to develop an import
export business. The harassment 
did not stop, however. He feared 
for his life at all times. So when his 
business brought him to the 
United States for a trade show, he 
remained and applied for asylum. 

He found housing at the 
Queen of Peace Friary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, the home of the 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace. For 
the past five years, the brothers 
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have provided an invaluable serv
ice to the Minneapolis-based 
Center for Victims of Torture 
(CVT), in light of the tight housing 
market in the Twin Cities. They 
open their residence to as many as 
six of the center's clients to pro
vide them with a safe environment 
and a sense of community. 

Recently, Tesfa's family had a 
joyful reunion. Through long, hard 
work, and with the help of the 
CVT, Tesfa waded through the 
requirements for documenting his 
asylum case, gained legal status in 
the United States, obtained his 
Social Security card, and began 
work in the financial department 
of an area business. Tesfa found a 
good-sized apartment that he 
could afford . After nine more 
months of paperwork, Tesfa's 
family finally was able to join him 
in the United States. 
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"That's what makes this work 
joyful," noted Eva Spranger, a 
social worker with the CVT. Tesfa' s 
case was one of the first she had 
worked on as an intern in 1999. 
"You wouldn't think working with 
torture victims would yield much 
joy. And it's true, when you first 
meet the clients, they are often 
withdrawn, coping with a mix of 
emotions. It is hard to sit in the 
room with so much sadness and 
depression. But as time goes on, 
their personalities start to emerge 
and you see their sense of humor. 
They have great stories. Most of 
them are able to start a new life. It 
makes the job meaningful and 
worthwhile." 

"They may never actually be 
able to get over the experience of 
torture," added Dr. Patricia 
Shannon, a clinical psychologist 
with the center. "Scars from the 
past that cause pain have repercus
sions in the present. But when they 
start talking about the future with 
hope, then we know they are on 
the road to healing." 

Reclaiming Lives 
In the 1980s, the governor of 
Minnesota, Rudy Perpich, was 
challenged by his son, a first-year 
college student, who asked him: 
"So, what are you doing about 
human rights?" Perpich assigned a 
task force to look into the possibil
ities. He had a vision that the state 
of Minnesota could create a place 
where people who endured 
extreme cruelty and torture at the 
hands of others could heal from 
their wounds and eventually 
reclaim their lives. That vision 
became reality in 1985 with the 
founding of the Center for Victims 
of Torture. It is the oldest center for 
torture survivors in the United 
States. 

At first, the advisors for the 
center thought that people would 
fly in from other countries to 

receive treatment. But after CVT 
acquired its first small building 
and opened its doors, it was over
whelmed with immigrants seeking 
treatment. There were many tor
ture survivors right in the 
Minneapolis area. Within a few 
years, CVT acquired a larger build
ing and relocated. 

The center was originally 
designed as a direct intervention 

agency to help torture survivors 
get through their psychological 
and physical trauma. It also helps 
them through the complexities of 
living in the United States. Today, 
the center serves about 160 clients. 
Approximately 80 percent of hose 
come from Africa. The other 20 
percent come from the Middle 
East, Bosnia, and Southeast Asia, 
with a few from Central America. 

CVT is a private nonprofit 
agency that receives funding from 
many sources. Both the General 
Board of Global Ministries, through 
the Women's Division, and the 
Minnesota Annual Conference pro
vide sizeable grants. The CVT is 
also an Advance special. 

Referrals come from many dif
ferent sources. Some clients come 
having heard of CVT' s services by 
word of mouth. Others may have 
been referred from social-service 
agencies. Some walk in off the 
street. A few even hear about the 
center while they are still in 
refugee camps in other countries. 

Treatment and Recovery 
Many survivors of torture struggle 
with posttraumatic stress disorder 
and depression. Some have physi
cal abnormalities or recurring 
physical and emotional conditions 
as a result of being tortured . 
Others, having come by circuitous 
routes to the United States, may be 
in need of medical attention 
because they have not had the time 
or money available to tend to their 
own health. Many need medicines 
to help with sleep disorders, 
depression, or concentration prob
lems-all complications of the 
aftermath of torture. The center 
employs a multidisciplinary treat
ment plan for its clients, utilizing 
the services of medical doctors, 
psychologists, social workers, and 
nurses. Treatments at the center are 
designed to integrate the medical 
and psychological diagnoses. 

Most clients will meet with a 
team of specialists first and then 
with a psychologist once a week. As 
therapy gets under way, they also 
meet with a social worker. The 
social worker considers the well
being of the client. In basic physical 
terms, clients need to have safe 
housing, warm clothes, sufficient 
food, and secure surroundings. On 
a deeper level, 
clients need to 
recover their 
sense of self as 
whole and as 
functioning 
individuals 
who can 
be co me 
effec tive 
contributors 
to their new communities. 

Pages 32-34: Displays at the Center for 
Victims of Torture include masks made in 
Guinea by Sierra Leonean refugee victims of 
torture, baskets woven in Ethiopia (Tesfa's 
gift), and the Articles of Human Rights. 
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Torture is employed by gov
ernments to break down the sense 
of self-worth and personal identity 
in the victims. It is used to frighten 
whole communities into submis
sion. Often, the torturers seek no 
information from their victims. 
Instead, community leaders are 
targeted, tortured, and sometimes 
killed, and then sent back to the 
community-alive or dead-to 
show the consequences of non
compliance. Statistics compiled by 
the center show that most of those 
who are tortured are educated 
people (70 percent have had some 
college education) who belong to a 
political party or religious or eth
nic group that a government has 
deemed undesirable or unlawful. 

A major step in the treatment 
process is to get a client out of his 
or her isolated existence and into 
community activities that are 
meaningful. "We give them a rea
son to get up in the morning, to 
have purpose and contact with 
others," said Eva Spranger. "I ask 

my clients: 'What do you do 
for fun? ' and very often the 
answer comes back in all 
seriousness: 'Nothing.' They 
are afraid to go out." Asylum 
seekers are not eligible to 
work for 150 days, while 
their paperwork is being 
processed; but they can take 
classes to prepare for work, 
such as English classes, com
puter instruction, and 
nurse's assistant training. 
They can also volunteer in 
hospitals, health clinics, or 
offices. Clients are referred to 
attorneys if they need legal 
help. The center will try to 
connect clients with church
es, synagogues, or mosques, 
depending on their religious 
preference. 

Dr. Shannon described 
group therapy as an impor
tant tool in healing. "In the 
home countries of our 

clients, there was a deep sense of 
community. If you needed to talk, 
you just went next door to the 
neighbors' house. Here, our clients 
have · no community or neighbor
hood bonds, so they don't talk." 

Shannon continued: "Members 
of a group that has experienced the 
same kind of torture, such as rape, 
for instance, can share a great deal. 
They may be from very different 
countries, like Bosnia and Liberia, 
but they know they are no longer 
isolated. Someone else has gone 
through the same experience. I was 
surprised by how quickly the peo
ple in these kinds of groups will 
bond. They exchange phone num
bers in the first session." 

Group sessions provide public 
and peer validation for the experi
ences of the center 's clients. Being 
a member of a therapy group can 
help clients regain some of the 
community support system they 
have lost. The group sessions can 
be a powerful road to healing. 
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Beyond the Walls 
With the staff resources it currently 
has, the Center for the Victims of 
Torture can serve at most 200 
clients, even with an additional 
center that opened up in St. Paul 
last year. The CVT estimates that 
there may be as many as 16,000 
survivors of torture living in the 
state of Minnesota. In recent years, 
training other professionals to rec
ognize and treat victims of torture 
has become a major component of 
the center's work. The Minnesota 
Mainstream Training Project
made possible by grants from the 
Minnesota Department of Eco
nomic Security, the US Office 
of Refugee Resettlement, the 
McKnight Foundation, and the 
United Nations Voluntary Fund 
for Torture Victims--enables the 
CVT to mainstream its specialized 
services to other care providers 
and to human-service workers 
throughout the state. 

Another program, called the 
Minnesota Schools Project, enables 
CVT to train teachers to recognize 
the signs of war trauma in immi
grant children attending public 
schools. Teachers learn about cul
tural and psychological issues and 
the effects of torture on children 
through in-service sessions. The 
project helps teachers and other 
school professionals find the 
appropriate community resources 
to help the children and to foster 
school and family collaboration to 
address the issues. 

Beyond Borders 
Since 1999, CVT has been running 
another center in the refugee 
camps of Guinea, West Africa, to 
address the needs of torture sur
vivors from Sierra Leone. Rebel 
fighters, in a 9-year civil war with 
the government, have used the 
practice of hacking off limbs of 
men, women, and children to 
destabilize the regions they want 
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to control. The US State 
Department asked the CVT to 
make a proposal and then funded 
the project with a grant of more 
than $750,000. 

The West African center is 
called CVT Refugee Mental 
Health. Going to the scene of the 
torture has been a new experience 
for CVT. Treatment for these sur
vivors-so close to the source of 
their torture-is more complicated, 
especially when the war is ongoing. 
A number of peace deals and cease
fires have been violated. Currently, 
there are an estimated 40,000 
refugees in Guinea's four camps. 

CVT Refugee Mental Health 
has trained local workers from the 
camps to lead recovery groups 
themselves. They are required to 
attend a minimum of 30 sessions 
with the staff and then to work 
under a staff member's instruction 
before they are certified to lead 
groups on their own. 

An End to Torture 
Although the CVT's mission is to 
heal the wounds of government
inflicted torture on individuals, 
their families, and their communi
ties, ultimately the center would 
like to see an end to torture in the 
world. With that goal in mind, 
CVT has networked with other 
centers that work with torture sur
vivors to compile data on the best 
practices for dealing with the prob
lem of torture. 

CVT has partnered with the 
Helsinki Citizens Assembly in 
Turkey and the Middle Eastern 
Institute of Public Administration 
to sponsor a three-year program to 
promote new thinking in the inter
national human-rights community 
about approaches to ending torture. 
The first phase of the project, fund
ed by the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation, seeks to 
identify innovative practices that 
are working around the world. 

Selected staff of the Center for Victims of 
Torture, left to right: Evelyn Lennon, 
Laura Littleford, Eva Spranger, Jennifer 
Bratsch, and Patricia Shannon. The cen
ter 's director is Douglas A. Johnson. 

Those involved in the new pro
grams will be encouraged to train 
others to employ similar programs. 
A second phase of the project will 
bring the practitioners and human
rights groups together for a confer
ence. The final phase includes for
mation and publication of training 
materials and four regional confer
ences held around the world. 

Recovering the Whole Person 
"We were a country of Muslims 
and Christians, about half and half 

of each," Tesfa said in his inter
view. "We lived in peace. There are 
many different groups of people 
who have lived together in 
Ethiopia for thousands of years. 
There are 79 different languages 
spoken in my country by different 
indigenous groups. Can you 
believe that we actually lived in 
peace-we did not have problems? 

"But the government planted 
hate among the people for political 
reasons. That is where the trouble 
comes from. They do not want us 
to live in peace." 

Tesfa has recovered much of 
himself through the CVT program. 
Although he is reluctant to get 
involved in politics again, he vol
unteers his services to a local 
Ethiopian radio show once a week. 
And he's gotten into broadcasting 
again, offering his experience as a 
gift to his new community. 0 

*Tesfa is not the real name of the tor
ture victim in this story. Tesfa means 
"hope" in an Ethiopian dialec t. Tesfa 
chose the name Tesfa Africa, or "hope 
for Africa. " 

Christie R. House is the associate 
editor of New World Outlook. 

The Center for Victims 
of Torture may be supported 

through gifts to Advance number 

171142-4. This number should be 

written 

payable to your 

on your check, made 

local United Methodist 

church and given to your church treasurer. 

Or checks may be made payable to Advance 
GCFA and mailed to Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 

9068, GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. 
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A RURAL CHAPLAIN 
IN RUSSIA 

by Harold W. McSwain 

"I live in a community of 1200 people, 500 miles 
south of Moscow and not far from Russia's border 
with Ukraine. Most of the people earn an average of 
$12 to $16 per month on the area's collective farm, 
where the major crops are wheat and sugar beets. As 
the only medical doctor in the area, I make house 
calls. The nearest hospital is 15 miles away. Because I 
am in training as a pastor, I also make several trips a 
year to Moscow to go to the United Methodist semi
nary there." 

Alexander Kaminin, a Russian who signs himself 
"Alex" on his E-mail and who is known as "Sasha" to 
his friends, wrote this 
description of his life in 
the village of Iliock
Koshari in December 
1999. Iliock, he explains, 
is the name of a local 
river, while Koshari 
(which may be Turkish) 
is the name of a place 
where sheep are bred. 

It is E-mail that 
enables Sasha Kaminin 
to keep in close touch 
with friends and men
tors from the Rural 
Chaplains Association 
in the United States. 
They have already 
helped him become a 
Rural Chaplain. 

Rural Chaplains are a special type of mission 
personnel, related to the General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM). The Rural Chaplains Association 
is a network and covenanting fellowship of laity and 
clergy who are called-and choose-to minister with 
individuals, families, churches, projects, institutions, 
and communities located in isolated areas, open 
country, villages, or small and large towns. Six years 

ago, with strong assistance from the GBGM, the Rural 
Chaplains sent an exploratory team to rural Russia. 
Those who took part in that experience recommended 
that Rural Chaplains work with Russian farmers on 
forming a credit association, securing desperately 
needed equipment, and starting an exchange program 
between farmers in Russia and their counterparts in 
the United States. Progress on these and other goals
particularly housing, hospitals, and rural economic 
development-has been made through work team 
and person-to-person witnessing. 

Each year, a consultation is held in the United 
States on United 
Methodism' s Russia 
Initiative, begun by the 
GBGM back in 1991 
and 1992. The Rural 
Chaplains are regular 
participants in these 
Russia Initiative con
sultations. In February 
1999, Sasha Kaminin 
came to both of the 
workshops taught by 
Rural Chaplains. He 
was then visiting the 
United States under the 
auspices of a United 
Methodist church in 
Midland, Texas, which 
had helped upport 
his work as a village 

doctor. And Bishop Ruediger Minor of the Eura ia 
Area suggested he visit the Russia Initiative 
Consultation in Dallas. There, he wa moved to a k 
how he might become a Rural Chaplain. 

In the "Same One Boat" 
While getting hi m dical education, Kaminin had 
met Christiana Hena-Okrah, a native of Liberia who 
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was serving in Russia as a United 
Methodist missionary. It was she 
who guided his spiritual searching 
and Jed him to Christianity, a 
process that eventuated in his 
deciding to become a United 
Methodist pastor. Since then, he 
has started a new congregation 
and become a student at the 
Theological Seminary of the Russia 
United Methodist Church in 
Moscow, to which he travels 10 
hours each way almost every 
month. 

After completing the work nec
essary to qualify as a Rural 
Chaplain, Kaminin-this time aided 
by the GBGM-returned to the 
United States in November 1999, 
where his certification took place at 
a Consultation on Cooperative 
Parish Ministry in Irwin, Texas. 
Immediately before and after his 
certification, he made visits
planned by Rural Chaplains-to 
Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, 
Alabama, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Pennsylvania. When 
he returned to Russia, he sent the 
following E-mail message: 

"Dear Friends, I am truly satis
fied that we are together in the 
'same one boat' and that we are 
'floating in the same one direction.' 
I have thought, 'Why and for what 
reason has God given me so many 
various abilities and knowledge ... 
and why do I live in this village?' I 
was born in the city, but it is pleas
ant for me here. Why do I feel the 
same goodness about myself in 
New Mexico with Hispanic people 
and with Native Americans in 
Colorado or North Carolina, or 
Blacks in South Carolina, or making 
a speech, or playing guitar and 
piano for 500 at a cooperative 
parish consultation in Texas? ... God 
has prepared and tested me, and 
now my purpose as a 37-year-old 
man is developing a church, 

Opposite, p. 36: Alexander Kaminin provides spiritual and physical care for his congre
gation in lliock-Koshari, Russia. Above: Pastor Kaminin and the Koshari congregation 
in front of the newly constructed First United Methodis t Church of Koshari. 

connecting churches from different 
countries, working with inhabitants 
of my villages, and helping people 
with spiritual, medical, and materi
al care. It is God's plan for us. Glory 
be to God!" 

A Congregation in Koshari 
Yes, glory be to God, for Sasha 
Kaminin and his people are doing 
these things. Starting with a handful 
of older people and a few child
ren, Kaminin formed a United 
Methodist congregation in Koshari. 
"Parents come with their chil
dren," he wrote in May 2000. "Our 
children and teenagers know more 
about the Bible than adults do. The 
Body of Christ is growing. People 
who used to look at us with dis
trust sit comfortably together as 
sisters and brothers in Christ." 

The Rural Chaplains Interna
tional Team devised strategies to 
provide financial support for 
Sasha's program with children and 
you th and also for the construction 

of a church building. Last July, 
Sasha gave a progress report. "We 
hope to complete the multifunc
tional building by the end of 
October," he wrote. "I am sending 
a picture by E-mail of the first 
floor." In August, he added: "We 
bought [with Rural Chaplains' 
money] a new electro-musical tool 
[an electronic keyboard]. We use it 
to accompany the singing and to 
teach the children how to play. I 
acquaint village children with the 
most popular pieces of music 
melody [songs] of the different 
nations of the world." 

Last fall, Sasha excitedly E
mailed this message: "I will like to 
share with you a good news. The 
building of Koshari First United 
Methodist Church is open! We 
started!" Early this year, he report
ed: "We, Koshari FUMC, have offi
cial registration at the Ministry of 
Justice of the Russian Federation of 
the Belgorod area, Certificate num
ber 268, January 22, 2001." This was 

Iberia w 
.____. ....-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---l 
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significant since each 
United Methodist church in 
Russia must be registered at 
the local government office 
before it can officially be a 
church. Gifts to the Rural 
Chaplaincy Advance num
ber 982740-0 may be desig
nated to support Alexander 
Kaminin' s work in Koshari. 
(See p. 35 for the proper pro
cedure for giving money 
through the Advance.) 

While overseeing con
struction of a church build-
ing, Kaminin continued his 
work of developing the 
congregation. This past March, he 
reported: "I am preparing three 
leaders to carry out Bible study 
and take an active part in the wor
ship service. I pray for 'opening' of 
a new small Bible group in the near
est small town-one leader will 
have a job there and live there." 

His congregation has grown 
from 15 to 45 members, and he is 
proud that it is multiethnic. "There 
are different ethnic heritages in our 
congregation," he writes. There is 
a Kazakh family named Turov
Galina and Sergey and their two 
children: Polina, age 14, and 
Maxim, age 13. They are refugees 
from Kazakhstan, and the children 
are "the most active church mem
bers .. . part of our youth group." 
There is a Korean family named 
Kim. "They are refugees from 
Korea and, after that, Uzbekistan, 
and now Russia. The parents are 
Antonina and Konstantin; the chil
dren, Alevtina, 25, and Valentina, 
23; and th grandchildren, Regina 
and Natasha. All of them have 
been active church members from 
the beginning." Kaminin adds that 
"Alevtina and 

The multiethnic Koshari congregation. 

make a service at church when I 
am absent" -away in Moscow 
attending a seminary session. 

There is a 16-year-old boy in 
the congregation, Aliev Rusian, 
who is from Azerbaijan and who 
has been a member of the Bible 
study group for the past two years. 
Another family-that of Galina 
and Sergey Galitskie-is from 
Ukraine. Both Galitskie children
Artjern, 15, and Julia, 14-are active 
in the youth group. The congrega
tion also welcomes refugees from 
Turkey. "Many, many [Turkish] 
children visit our Youth Center for 
computer classes every day," 
Sasha says, "but they are Muslims 
and go to the Muslim house of 
prayer on Fridays." 

Building the Future 
Last year, the Rural Chaplains pro
vided a small grant to start three 
economic projects in the Koshari 
community. One project brings in 
about 60 rubles per day from sale 
of the milk from a cow purchased 
with grant funds. Another is a 
"small stall," or shop, that sells 

miscellaneous items. And 
the third project produces 
income by purchasing 
piglets, raising them to 
large sizes on forage gath
ered by church members, 
and then selling them at a 
profit. Such projects may 
not seem to be so impor
tant to Westerners, where 
personal enterprise is 
taken for granted, but 
they seem to be making a 
difference in the Koshari 
community. 

"Children are the 
future of Russia," Sasha 

writes. "Glory be to the God, that 
by God's will the Rural Chaplains 
Association and The United 
Methodist Church have learned 
about our village. Because of dona
tions from unknown and known 
brothers and sisters in Christ from 
the far country, we now have an 
opportunity to lift the spiritual and 
cultural level of our village's peo
ples. I am thinking about this and 
pray about it often." 

Sasha Kaminin has expressed 
another wish by E-mail: "Our con
gregation would like to see our 
brothers and sisters in Christ here 
for the official opening and bless
ing of the church." That ceremony 
is anticipated for this August. As 
Sasha says: "About 'fruits'-they 
are here!" 0 

Harold W. McSwain is Field Staff of 
the Rural Chaplains Association. He 
is an emeritus faculty member of the 
Methodist Theological School in 
Delaware, Ohio, and of United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, and 
he was director of the Center for Town 
and Rural Ministries of the two semi-

naries and of the 
Tamara (who 
is my wife) Gifts to the Rural Chaplaincy Advance #9827 40-0 may be designated 

to support Alexander Kaminin's work in Koshari. (See p. 35 for the 
proper procedure for giving through the Advance.) 

East and West 
Ohio Conferences. 
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MISSION EDUCATION 
by Faye Wilson 

WHEN MORE THAN MONEY MATTERS 

Many people live from day to day without even the 
simplest items required to meet their basic needs. 
Other people are blessed with bounty and the desire 
to share. How do we match need and generosity? 

Every day brings new appeals for financial contri
butions. Money matters. But there are opportunities 
that matter just as much-and sometimes more-than 

use-needing no cleaning or repair? Is it practical and 
safe to use right now? Can it be used under extreme 
circumstances, as when there is no electricity avail
able? Is it something we would give to a family 
member or close friend? The answer to all such ques
tions should be yes. 

r. 

lildren a financial gift. Material resources have always been 
1t an integral part of United Methodist giving. 

Another important question is: "Can the items I 
collect reach the people with the need?" When giving 
to a specific agency, consult with its officials first to 
see if they can use what you or your church would 
like to send. When sending items to the UMCOR 
Depot, always follow the guidelines for packing and 
shipping supplies and always send the funds needed 
to pay for postage and handling. ~cause of a· 
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However, gift items are not always closely matched 
to need nor do they always reach their intended des
tinations. Sending specific items requires coordina
tion, storage, shipping from place to place, and 
money to cover shipping and handling charges. 

Still, there is no ignoring the personal connection 
that comes when material resources are donated. The 
items that people collect, purchase, pack, roll, and 
stuff often are infused with a spirit of joy and prayer 
as they are sent out to minister to the needs of others. 

Specific Giving Opportunities 
What do you do when you want to give more than 
money? Specific giving opportunities are available. 
At the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM), 
both the Women's Division and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) offer con
crete ways in which church members can give with 
hand and heart. 

Churches and individuals may give "materially" 
by putting together a variety of kits sponsored by 
UMCOR. There are health kits, school kits, and 
sewing kits. There are bedding paks, flood buckets, 
cleaning supplies, linens, and other items for use 
after natural disasters. There are Medicine Boxes and 
Birthday Boxes. And there is a new kit called Healthy 
Homes, Healthy Families that calls for both materials 
and money to buy medications; for information 
about this kit, contact Health & Welfare, GBGM, 475 
Riverside Dr., Room 330, New York, NY 10115. 

Before rushing out to buy specific items, you need 
to keep certain rules in mind. UMCOR's Material 
Resources brochure reminds potential givers that the 
~upplies must be gathered, organized, and shipped 
tn a way that affirms the dignity of the people who 
will receive them. Thus, before sending anything, we 
need to ask these questions: Is this item ready to 

All kits must include specific items and must be 
prepared in a specified way. For instructions, see 
UMCOR's Material Resources brochure (#5319) or 
the Women's Division's Material Resources for 
Mission Catalog (#2579). On the Internet, you may 
visit: http: I I gbgm-umc.org I umcor I kits. Health kits 
enable recipients to maintain personal hygiene; last 
year, UMCOR shipped 140,680 health kits to coun
tries around the world and still had requests for 
more. Layettes provide basic supplies needed to care 
for a newborn child. And school kits ensure that chil
dren will have the basic tools for learning, even if 
their classroom is in the open air. 

Training workshops with UMCOR staff can be 
arranged for interpretation of need, training in prop
er kit preparation, and assistance with coordination 
and promotion. For further information, you may 
contact UMCOR, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 330, 
New York, NY 10115. D 
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Christian 
Concern for 

HIV/AIDS 
India • 1n 

lai lives in India. He 
tests po itive for HIY, the hwnan 
immunodeficiency virus that is the 
cause of AIDS, or acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome. 

"Though doctors g ve me only 
three years to live," he said, "I 
have so far lived for 12 years." 
Speaking to participants at the 
first-ever church-sponsored work
shop on HIV I AIDS in India, Pillai 
shared the secret of his survival. "I 
have learned to be disciplined in 
my health and sexual habits." 

The General Board of Global 
Ministries recently sponsored the 
HIV I AIDS workshop that Pillai 
attended at Leonard Theological 
College in Jabalpur, India . The 
workshop, which was entitled 
"Christian Concern for HIV I AIDS," 

was presented by a faculty that 
inclu ed speaker from the United 
State and India . Topics were 
organized within two broad cate
gorie : "Living With the HIV 
Virus" and "Education for Life." 

Dr. Donald Me ser, pre ident 
emeritu of Iliff Seminary in 
Denver, Colorado, poke about the 
"Global Scenario of HIV I AID ." 
Many of the fact pre ented about 
the killer disea e startled the 
Leonard College audience. 
Work . hop par ticipant learned 
that there are nearly 6 million 
HIV I AID pati nt in the world 
today, with nearly 15,000 new HIV 
infection diagno ed every day. 
Ninete n million p eople have 
already died from the di ea e. 

Me r expre ed hi regret 
over the callou attitude with 
which some churche tr ated 
HIV I AIDS patient in the past. 
"The church wa not faithful to the 
great phy ician, Jesu Chri t," he 
said, "but J am gl d to ee that 
Leonard i concerned about 
HIV I AIDS patient ." Me er com
pared the condition of contempo
rary HIV I AIDS patients with that 
of leper during the time of Je us. 
Lepers were treated as unclean 
and were forced to live out ide the 
town, he recalled, but Jesus under
stood their pain and suffering and 
tr ated them with compa sion and 
lov . "Je u era hed through the 
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prejudice and ma hed the barri
er of ca t ," Me er observed. He 
told of his experience of meeting 
Si ter Pa cal in the United tates, 
who spread "m rcy, kindne , and 
care" when he mini tered to 
HIV I AIDS victim . He quot d her 
word : "W will do whatever it 
takes, as long a it takes, to eradi
cate the HIV di ea e." 

Me ser also gave example of 
Mother Teresa's ministry and of the 
life of Francis of As isi, both of 
whom were compa ionate to those 
who uffered illne . He warned 
that, if we do not reach out to create 
awarene s about HIV I AIDS and 
treat the infected patient with 
compas ion and are, "we hall 
become missionaries of death 
rather than mis ionaries of life." 

The Church's Response 
Emphasizing the need for the 
church to initiate compa ionate 
ministrie among people infected 
with HIV I AID , Me ser ugge ted 
five way in which the church 
co d help to combat the disease. 
Church member , he aid, hould 
advocate for equitable medical care 
and for ju tice in the distribution 
and availability of medicine . The 
church could al o help to coordi
nate the work of governments, 
health institutions, and the World 
Health Organization in disseminat
ing information bout preventing 
and combating the dise e. And 
church people could urge govern
ment and private agencies to hare 
scientific and medical information; 
could work to upgrade the social, 
economic, piritual, and cultural 
lives of those infected and their 
families; and could upport the 
efforts to develop new cures and 
technique of healing. 

Dr. N . M. Samuel pre ented an 
overview on HIV I AIDS in India. 
The official figure for HIV I AIDS 
in India is 3.7 million people diag
nosed with the di ea e, he 
observed, but the actual figure 
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and Lare whi le dea ling wi th 
HlV I AllJS-inf ted pa tient . "By 
2010," he sa id, "e ry fami ly in 
lnd1a may ha e a t lea t one HIV
po!:>i tive memb r." 

United Methodist Bi hop Fritz 
Muth of the Urnted tate and his 
wife, Etta Mae Mutti, attended the 
work hop. The Muttis hav lo t 
two children to AllJS- one aged 
17 and the other, 22. Th i1 tes timo
ny was de ply per onal a th y 
de cribed th agony of losing two 
yuung adult chi ldr n. 

What the Bibl teaches about 
se mlity wa th subj t of a p1 s
enta tton by Dr. Pau l Murphy. 
Murphy tr ssed that sexuality i a 
gift from C.od and that hristians 
ne d to r spe t th p lurality of 
beliefs and individ ual f eling on 
the subject . Then the Rev. John 
Pr abhaker shared his views on the 
top1 of " ). Education and the 
Role of the m rch." H di cus ed 
the tiadthonal lndtan attitude about 
sex, which i on!:>idered a taboo 
~ubject for di!:>CUS ion either in pub
ltL or m pri ate, within th family 
ir I . Now, however, he noted, 

with th spread of HIV I AIDS creat
mg a h alth emergency and cau ing 
a cri is m the nucledI fa mily, new 
oaaJ an tions would have to be 

de\ elop d . He re ommend d that 
the chw-ch play an activ role in the 
education of its members concern
ing healthy xual p ractices. 
Valuable educ tion about what 
cau es the spread of the HIV I AIDS 
viru and what can be done to pre
vent its spread should be made 
widely a ailable, he urged . 

Dr. Bonnie Me ser, a p ycholo
g1st, under ored th importance of 

x edu ation in !:>chool and col
lege!:>. ~he observed that school 
\ ould be th pla e where the 
ma1ority of youth and onng adults 
who n ed to be i..ntom\ed about pre
ventive measures, testing, and 
treatm nt could be easily reached. 

Participan ts at the hri~tia11 011cern for 
HI V/AIDS 011fere11ce, fabalpur, 111dia. 

Recommendations 
The parti ipant agreed on some 
important re ommendations. They 
in luded the fo llowing: 

• Leonard heologi al ollege 
should pro ide di rection to the 
church and to the society at large 
in this pion ering ministry focused 
on HIV I AIDS in India. 
•A Program Training Center 
should be founded to train work
ers to diss minate information. 
•A concerted effort mu t be made 
to build a cu rate p ublic awarenes 
about HIV I AID and to guard 
agains t mi conceptions and myths 
about the di ease. 
• The theologi al academic com
m unity hould coordinate the edu
cational prng tam on a national 
level and the churches should 
coordinate it on a regional level. 
•A special effort should be made 
to creat awareness in northeast 
lndia, where t 1e problem of drug 
addiction i acute, especially in 
Manipur state, and where 
HIV I AID is posing an ever more 
serious threat. 

The work hop oncluded with 
a serv· e of Holy ommunion. A a 
follow-up action, the participants 
exchanged contact information and 
E-mail addre es to aid in forming 
support group for the program. 
They al o identified the areas of 
India that are in parti ular need of 
HIV I AIDS training, where cooper
ation ne ds to be ~ought with local 

Bishop Fritz Mutti of Kansas. 

hospitals, nongovernmental organ
izations, and government agencies. 
A second workshop for church 
leaders will be organized on a 
national level in the near future. 

A number of students who 
participated in the workshop men
tioned that it had helped them 
overcome some of their inhibition 
about publicly discussing the top
ics of sexuality, sexual practice, 
and HIV I AIDS. Well-researched 
presentations and question-and
answer formats were of great value 
in addressing misconceptions and 
prejudices about lilV I AIDS. Thus 
the participants are now much bet
ter prepared to provide education 
about lilV I AIDS prevention and to 
treat AIDS patients with the proper 
care and concern. 0 

Dr. J. S. Murthy is in communications 
at Rani Durgavati University and is 
guest lecturer in Indian philosophy at 
Methodist-related Leonard Theological 
College, a seminary in Jabalpur, India. 

l:.W WORLD OUTLOOK JULYAUGU~1 2001 41 



42 

"Healthy Homes, Healthy Families" 
This spring, the Health and Welfare unit of the General 
Board of Global Ministries launched a new kit called 
"Healthy Homes, Healthy Families." The kit includes 
items that will help families provide home care for 
patients suffering from HIV I AIDS, tuberculosis, 
malaria, and other infectious diseases. A kit should 
contain one new bath towel; one new hand towel; one 
pair of standard household rubber or latex gloves; two 
new twin flat sheets, laundered; one large plastic con
tainer of talcum powder; one cloth apron; and one 
bath-sized bar of soap. These items should be boxed 
and sent to Interchurch Medical Assistance, Inc. 
(IMA), P. 0. Box 429, New Windsor, MD 21776-0429. In 
addition, a check for $100, payable to the General 
Board of Global Ministries, Advance #982315-1, must 
be sent to the GBGM at 475 Riverside Drive, Room 330, 
NY, NY 10115, to cover the costs of medicines, vita
mins, and shipping. For queries, call 212-870-3683. 

Faith-Based Initiatives 
Three United Methodist agencies-the General Board 
of Global Ministries, the General Board of Church and 
Society, and the General Council on Finance and 
Administration-have produced a guide for churches 
on faith-based initiatives. "Community Ministries and 
Government Funding" is available on the GBGM web: 
http: I I gbgm-umc.org I news I 2001 I june I faith.htm. 
President George W. Bush introduced the Faith-based 
and Community Initiatives, the intent of which is to 
increase access by faith-based groups to government 
funds for social services and community improvement 
among the poor. The GBGM' s general secretary, Dr. 
Randolph Nugent, cautions churches that "this kind of 
'partnership' is not to be entered into lightly," adding 
that churches will "need to engage in thought, study, 
and prayer to be prepared to respond in an appropri
ate and faithful manner .... " The guide poses a number 
of questions concerning program goals, government
imposed conditions, collaborative work with other 
community institutions, appropriate legal and opera
tional structures, and funding of religious activities. 

Help for Palestinians 
UMCOR has been supporting the efforts of 
Rapprochement, a local partner working in Palestine, 
to repair and rebuild Palestinian homes damaged by 
Israeli shelling in Beit Sahour. Teams of Volunteers in 
Mission are organizing to help with rebuilding and to 
provide a ministry of presence as soon as it is safe to 

MISSION MEMO 
travel. The Bethlehem Bible College's Shepherd's Society 
has also received UMCOR funding for food coupons and 
payment of utility bills, school fees, and medical expenses 
to alleviate some of the suffering caused by border closures, 
which keep people from going to work. The Shepherd's 
Society has also begun a trauma counseling program. Gifts 
to support UMCOR' s work may be given through Middle 
East Emergency, Advance #601740-2. 

GBGM Communicators Win Awards 
On April 24 and 26 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, New World 
Outlook staff members and contributors won awards from 
both the Religion Communicators Council (RCC) and the 
Associated Church Press (ACP) for work produced in 2000. 
In the RCC's DeRose-Hinkhouse Memorial Awards, New 
World Outlook took a top Award of Excellence in 
"Illustration, Publication Cover" and an Award of Merit in 
"Design, Overall Publication" for the 2000 Spring 
Supplement, "A Century in Mission" -recognition going to 
Alma Graham, Christie R. House, and Sharon Maeda. The 
ACP gave "Century in Mission" an Honorable Mention in 
"Magazine Graphics: Entire Issue," also recognizing contri
butions by Betty Thompson, Elaine Magalis, and Michael 
Nix Communications. New World Outlook received another 
RCC Award of Merit in "Color Photography, Series" for 
"General Conference 2000," recognizing the work of 
Christie R. House, Mike DuBose, John Goodwin, and Paul 
Jeffrey. Jeffrey also received an RCC Award of Merit in 
"Writing for Periodicals" for the magazine article "U'Wa 
Battle U.S. Oil Company" in Response. And Frank 
DeGregorie, the GBGM' s Director of Design Services, 
received one RCC Award of Merit in "Design, Overall 
Publication" for "General Board of Global Ministries 
Annual Report 1998-1999" and another, with Emily Grote, 
in "Design, Publication Cover" for Life of Dreams, Life of 
Love, a book of meditations by Korean women. 

Consultation on Substance Abuse 
Representatives from the United Methodist Central 
Conferences of Africa and Europe met together in Evenes, 
Norway, May 28-June 4, to discuss problems and possible 
solutions for substance abuse and addiction. The United 
Methodist Special Program on Substance Abuse and 
Related Violence sponsored the consultation, which drew 
150 participants from 26 countries. Delegates from Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, and Russia reported on the deliberate 
addicting of youth to drugs in order to entice them to take 
part in warfare. Participants agreed that better outreach to 
youth, increased prevention education, and more treatment 
centers would help in reducing addiction. 0 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 2001 

Yo11 ma! 
middle, 



r .. 

"' :S 
.E 

"t:$ 

~ 
"8" 
"' ..c 

"t:$ 
:;::: 

"' ~ :;::: 

~ r 
:;::: 

·;::: 
~ 

;:;:., 
~ 

~ 
~ 

-~ 
~ 
;:s 

"t:$ 

~ 
"' ;g . 
"' "' ;::. :;::: 
c ·-E] 
"' -~ ;:s 

..c 
~ ;::,., 
c "' · - "t:$ "' :;::: - ~ ;:s 
E V) 

~ .... 
::::< ;:s 
c c ..c ;::,., 
"' c "'~ ~:;::: 

~ ·-
"' "' -E -~ 
s:: c 

·..:.:: u 

"' "' ::::::: ..s: 
~~ 
Cl) :..::::: 

"' "' "'-.::; 
~s:: 
"' "' ~ <u 
.... s:: 
;:s:.:: 
~-le 
~ '-.) 

>< ~ 
"' ..c 
s:: "' "' ..s: ~ ~ 
~ 0() 

~ ~ 
;:s ~ 

;::,., "' "' ' £:~ - -.::; 
~ .E 

True Thankfulness in a Brazilian Favela 
by Angie Meyer, Global Justice Vo lunteer, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Brazil is a land of plenty with astoundingly unequal distribution. I 
have seen those who have everything they could ever need or want 
and those who scrounge for their next meal. For the past two weeks, 
I have had the opportunity to work in the favelas. I went with two 
of the educators who visit the families there and assist them with 
problems they might have, such as medical needs or schooling. The 
shacks making up a favela are usually built up the side of a moun
tain. The construction material is plywood, thrown together and 
called a house. The average number of people in each one-room 
shack is 12. Heavy rains can create an avalanche, and many houses 
are destroyed by thunderstorms. 

One woman I met had huge sores all over her body. She needed a 
doctor but had no way to pay for one. I saw a 13-year-old mother 
trying to care for four small children by herself. The other children 
threw the smallest baby around like a rag doll. Finally I met a 
woman whose feet were black from dirt and whose eyes were tired. 
I counted eight small children running in and out of her house. Yet 
in the seven minutes I conversed with her, she said Gracias a Deus, 
"Thanks be to God," more than 10 times. I did not understand. What 
in the world had she to be thankful for? Could I be thankful in her 
situation? 

I am learning a lot about true thankfulness. I have realized that I 
met Jesus that day, and I think I often see Him in the daughters and 
sons of the favelas. Even though I am not worthy to wash their feet, 
they let me. They greet me with kisses and hospitality. So thanks be 
to God for bringing me to this place. I have a lot to learn and some 
of the best teachers in the world. 

• .,, ,. ~ .:r 
.. ~·-.- •. 2".I' ' ! ; tr"!~ . ,-_;.~::-~~ ti i~ ; .• ~ .... . 

'- --..:- ~· ,. '~• .... ,. 
.. "?------·:;'-_, - ' . ( ::._:_::.:-.' 
--"~ .. , ·- "t: . • Jj"" .. . -. . ' - . -._': . ._ ' ,....) . ' . : . - .. 
~- - ••.• '<'. - • { ~ . .. -.: -: 

~ ~ ,_ ., . 

•: 111 I · lt 
:~'f I ~ ' .... . .::.' 

~ 
"'> ~ :;' ... · -

f 

'G-.- .. . ,_._!\: ~-: •. 

~ 

ii.ii 

Angie Meyer with 
friends from the Javela . 
Photo courtesy Angie 
Meyer 

Glimpses of Life in Hanoi, Vietnam 
by Terry Wollen, Heifer Project International (HPI) 

Leehan Manak is roasted chicken. You buy it from a stand along the street that 
has mechanized spits rotating over coals. The vendors thread four or five 
chickens on each spit and let the wheels and chains take them around. On 
some of the spits, they thread a young 40-pound pig and call that Leehan 
Babay. I stopped by the local Leehan stand on the way home from church 
today and took home half a chicken. 

Later, as I was enjoying the chicken with a tall glass of iced tea, I recalled a 
conversation I had with Pramote Eua' amnuay, the young director of the Heifer 
Project International (HPI) program in Thailand. Judy and I will work in his 
office when we move to Thailand toward the end of the year. Pramote grew up 
as one of five children in a village in northern Thailand. When his family had 
chicken-which was not more than once a week-his mother portioned out 
half a chicken to the whole family. They ate everything: the cartilage, the skin, 
the ligaments, the organs, and the soft part at the ends of the bones. Then they 
put the long bones back into the fire, made them hot and brittle, and ate them 
also. That was a humbling story for me to remember. 

At a workshop we met a man from Myanmar, which is north of Thailand 
and south of China, right in the middle of HPI country. The man is a young 

pastor, the Rev. U K ya Moo, who will 
manage our HPI projects in Myanmar. 
He is a pastor with the Christian Social 
Service and Development Department of 
the Myanmar Baptist Convention in 
Yangon. 

These glimpses of life in our neigh
borhood help us to understand the won
derful progress HPI is making, in spite of 
overwhelming odds. 

Farming in Binh Quay, Vietnam. 
Photo by Richard Lord 
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El Salvador Earthquake Relief 
by the Office of Mission Volunteers, General Board of Global Ministries 

What would it take for a church in the United States to send a work team to 
El Salvador? Would your church be able to send a work team? 

The United Methodist Church is calling for work teams to help rebuild 
houses lost during the recent earthquakes in El Salvador. The ideal team has 
eight to twelve members-if possible including some people who are fluent 
in both Spanish and English and some who are skilled in construction and 
building. The team will need to identify a team leader, who will act as the 
liaison with the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) offices 
and with the community. 

All volunteers should understand that living conditions after a disaster 
may be quite primitive. Volunteers should bring what they need to be self
sufficient. Teams will be staying in local hotels but may be required to sleep 
four or more to a room. There may be no hot water. On site during the day 
there may be no running water and only outdoor bathroom facilities. 
Volunteers should bring wide-mouthed water bottles that they can refill. 

In El Salvador, United Methodist groups will be hosted by the Evangelical 
Methodist Church of El Salvador. The volunteer groups will receive basic 
meals cooked by the local church members and may have some meals, such 
as breakfast or dinner, at the hotel. Teams will be working in either 
Ahuachapan, Tacuba, or San Salvador, El Salvador. 

All teams are asked to contribute 
$3000 for the cost of materials for the 
construction of one anti-seismic, rein
forced block home. The contribution 
is given through the Advance, with 
the check made out to "General 
Board of Global Ministries" for 
UMCOR Advance # 511447-8, "El 
Salvador Earthquake." 

For more information, write to 
Mission Volunteers at 475 Riverside 
Dr., Room 1374, New York, NY 10115, 
or call 212-870-3825. 

A boy in Barrio El Espino, El Salvador, 
clears rubble from his house. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey 

Dr. Hla Hla Aye: 
A Health Professional for Myanmar 

A New World Outlook Interview 

Dr. Hla Hla Aye is Deputy Director of the Department of Medical Sciences in 
the Ministry of Health for the Union of Myanmar. She has served on the med
ical school faculty there for 15 years. Her husband, Zothan Mawia, is now 
Bishop of the Methodist Church of Lower Myanmar. 

A medical professional and mother of three, also known as Caroline, Dr. 
Aye is not resting on her laurels. From August 2000 until May 2001, she 
engaged in advanced studies in medical education at the University of 
Southern California in Los Angeles. Dr. Aye is on a State's Scholarship from 
the Ministry of Health, Myanmar, funded by the World Health Organization. 
Recently, she won the university's International Students Academic 
Achievement Award. 

"The University of Southern California is famous for medical education," 
she told New World Outlook on a visit to New York in April. "It offers a lot of 
innovative graduate courses on how to teach medical programs. I like study
ing there." 

In Myanmar, "we have improved some hospitals technologically," Dr. Aye 
said, "and now some of our hospitals have MRis. But our health system fol
lows a family health-care approach. Like all developing countries," she 
added, "we have the double burden of both infectious diseases and noncom
municable diseases. Malaria and tuberculosis continue, but now we' re also 
starting to have problems with diabetes and coronary heart disease." 

Looking at a book of photographs of Myanmar, we asked her about pic
tures of people with a yellow substance on the face. "It' s called tanakar," she 
explained, telling us that the bark of a special tree is ground and mixed with 
water to make a facial lotion. "It is very cooling," she said. "When you put it 
on, it dries like an astringent and protects the skin against ultraviolet light." 

With her postgraduate training, years of experience, and practical knowl
edge, Dr. Hla Hla Aye is well prepared to advance medical education in her 
homeland of Myanmar. 

Dr. Hla Hla Aye and Bishop Zothan 
Maw ia. Photo by Alma Graham 
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Study at 

OIVISC 
for a lifetime of mission 

September 10-14 
How to DevelopChurch and Mission Archives. 
Martha Lund Smalley, Yale Divinity School 
Research Services Librarian, helps missionar
ies and church leaders preserve essential 
records. Eight sessions. $95 

September 18- 21 
Keyls.wesforMmiomintheNewMDlennium. 
Dr. Gerald H. Anderson, funner OMSC direc
tor, explores major issues :tllcing the mission
ary community, including the uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ and the role of interreligious dia
logue. Cosponsored by Wycliffe Bible Trans
lators. Four morning sessions. $75 

September 24-28 
Nurturing and Educating Transcultural 
Kids. David Pollock and Janet Blomberg of 
Interaction help you help your children meet 
the challenges they :tllce as third-culture per· 
sons. Eight sessions. $95 

October 1-5 
Preaching the Story of Jesus in Mission 
Contexts. Dr. David L. Rambo, Christian & 
Missionary Alliance, draws on the Gospel of 
John and the Book of Acts to illuminate the 
power of storytelling for effective communi· 
cation of the Gospel. Eight sessions. $95 

October 15-19 
The Eternal Word and Cultural Relativ
ity. Dr. Charles R. Taber, OMSC Senior Mis
sion Scholar and Professor Emeritus of World 
Mission and Evangelism, Emmanuel School 
ofReligion, Johnson City, Tenn., examines the 
tension between divine absolutes and human 
limitations as it applies to effective communi
cation of the Gospel. Cosponsored by 
Maryknoll Mission Institute and Moravian 
Church World Mission. Eight sessions. $95 

October 22-26 

share skills and techniques for documenting 
church and mission history. Eight sessions. $95 

November 5-9 
Latin American Missions: Theological 
Foundations. Dr. Sidney Rooy, OMSC Senior 
Mission Scholar and Professor Emeritus, 
lnstituto Superior Evangelico de Estudios 
Teologicos, Buenos Aires, applies key lessons 
from the evangelical renewal in Latin America . 
Eight sessions. $95 

November 12-16 
Ethnic ConOict and the Gospel of Peace in 
Eastern Europe. Dr. Peter Kuzmic, Evangeli
cal Seminaty, Osijek, Croatia, and Gordon
Conwell Seminary, demonstrates the power of 
the Gospel in the context of social, political, and 
ethnic tension. Cosponsored by World Evan· 
gelical Fellowship and Mennonite Central Com· 
mittee. Eight sessions. $95 

November 26-30 
Contextualizing Theology for Mission in 
Asia. Dr. Enoch Wan, Professor of Anthropol· 
ogy and Mission, Refonned Theological Semi· 
nary, Jackson, Miss., focuses on .China as a case 
study in contextualizing the Gospel. Eight ses
sions. $95 

December 3- 7 
Advancing Mission on the Information 
Superhighway. In a hands-on workshop Dr. 
Scott Moreau, Wheaton College Graduate 
School, shows how to get themostoutoftheworld
wide web for mission research. Cosponsored by 
the Billy Graham Center. Eight sessions. $95 

Shaping 2 lst Century Christianity. Andrew 
F. Walls, Honorary Professor, Edinburgh 
University, employs biography to reveal the 
increasingly non-Western character of the 
world Christian community. Cosponsored by 
American Baptist International Ministries 
and Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod . r Overseas Ministries Study Center.., 
Eight sessions. $95 
October 29-November 2 490 Prospect St., New Haven, CT 06511 
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