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family has been displaced by violence in Colombia. 

Seeking Civility at the Century's Tum 
As I write these words, the true tum of the century is two weeks away. 
When this column reaches you in print, the Year One of the twenty-first 
century will have arrived. Already, with our issue of November
December 2000, New World Outlook has completed its ninetieth year of 
publication-and we plan to celebrate that milestone later in 2001. Thu.s 
far, our history has unfolded over nine of the ten decades of the twenti
eth century, starting in 1911 and spanning two world wars, the Civil 
Rights Movement, the Women's Movement, our first forays into outer 
space, the technological revolution, and expanded mission outreach on 
the part of an increasingly global church. Just as the twentieth century 
certainly could not have been predicted 100 years ago, so we cannot 
know what changes the newborn century will bring. 

With change all around us, we do not even know where we are at 
the present time. But, in my view, one thing is clear: we are deeply divid
ed-both in the United States and throughout the world. We are divid
ed between the haves and the have-nots, between the overly empow
ered and the powerless, between those who have (or think they have) 
stability and those who know that they do not. 

The one certainty in our interdependent futures on planet Earth is 
change. And a yawning divide both in the church and in society sepa
rates those who fear change and want to hold it at bay and those who 
accept and even embrace it. There are powerful forces in both church 
and state that see change as a threat. They see life as a zero-sum game in 
which the inclusion of others unlike themselves means a loss to them of 
privilege and control. 

The people who are not empowered in the United States and in the 
world are women, children, and people of color of all ages and both 
sexes. Most White men are not empowered either, but the people who 
do enjoy disproportionate preferment are overwhelmingly White men. 
In the US Congressional elections of 1994, the media referred to them as 
"angry White men." And some of them-both powerful and powerless 
-are very angry indeed; witness the hate-mongering radio talk-show 
hosts, the road-raging SUV drivers, the overheated political discourse in 
the United States, and the bloodshed abroad as more and more parts of 
the world are riven by civil war. This belligerence has to stop, and it is 
women and men of good will who must change it, locally and globally. 

This brings me to my central topic: civility. Civility used to be the 
hallmark of the US Congress-but no more. In the United States (whose 
policies have global impact), certain political leaders think nothing of 
using ruthless, destructive rhetoric against their "enemies"-who were 
once considered colleagues across the aisle. 

Let's make a new-century resolution to bring civility back to public 
life. A handshake or a cordial word of respect and welcome can bridge 
even the widest divide. After all, we are all God's children-Si ters and 
brothers-and God's great future has room and welcome for us all . 

Happy New Year! Happy New Century! 
-Alma Graham 
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The article that follows was abridged from the ser
mon given by Dr. Nugent, General Secretary of 
the General Board of Global Ministries, at the 
Service of Commissioning and Recognition held 
in the chapel of the Interchurch Center in New 
York on the evening of October 10, 2000. 

Forty-two years ago in New York City, on the 
third weekend in September 1958, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., was promoting his first book, 
Stride Toward Freedom ." As a result of Dr. 
King's leadership during the Montgomery, 
Alabama, bus boycott, he had become a 
national figure. 

While In New York, Dr. King made a per
sonal appearance at a book signing at 
Blumstein's department store in Harlem. 
Books were not sold in Blumstein's, which 
was then the only department store in 
Harlem. So the store set up a desk in the shoe 
department and put Dr. King there to sign 
copies of his book. As he did so, a woman 
wearing a blue raincoat, large earrings, and 
sequined glasses stepped out of the milling 
crowd of some 50 people. She walked up to 
the desk and asked: "Is this Martin Luther 
King?" 

Dr. King answered, "Yes, it is." The 
woman yanked a razor-sharp letter opener 
out from underneath her raincoat and 
plunged it deep into Dr. King's chest. She was 
subdued as she spat out obscenities about Dr. [ 
King and the National Association for the I 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 
As Dr. King was taken to the emergency 

room of Harlem Hospital, the letter opener 
was still lodged in his chest. The handle pro
truded a few inches below and to the left of 
the knot in his tie. Surgery to remove the 
blade was delayed because of the precarious 
position in which it had lodged in Dr. King's 
chest. It had grazed the aorta, and X-rays 
showed it to be lodged between the heart and 
the lung. But the delay was particularly dan
gerous since doctors later said that, if Dr. 
King had made a sudden move-such as a 
sneeze, for example-the blade could have 
punctured his aorta and killed him. 

A team of surgeons performed the deli
cate surgery to remove the blade. They had to 
remove two of Dr. King's ribs and portions of 
his breastbone to extract the letter opener. Six 
days later, the doctors announced that he was 



go me 
come 

out of danger. And on October 3, 1958, Dr. King left the 
hospital-"immediately impatient," he said, to get 
back to work. 

He would live just a little less than a decade there
after. But when Dr. King left the hospital, he took with 
him a mark of his ordeal. It was a mark that would 
remain with him for the rest of his all-too-brief life. And 
it was a mark that would define both his identity and 
his mission and ministry. 

The stitches he received had served their healing 
purpose of sealing the wound. But when the stitches 
were removed, they left a scar. It was a scar, said to be 
in the shape of a cross, right over Dr. King's heart. 

For the rest of his life, Martin Luther King, Jr., bore 
on his own body the sign and seal of Him who died. It 
was the sign that marked his mission, purpose, and 
commitment in life and that, in a very real sense, sealed 
his fate. 

The Missionary Calling 
On this special commissioning evening-the evening 
that both marks and seals the mission commitment of 
today's missionaries-I want to suggest that you as 
missionaries will also go forth bearing the sign and the 
seal of Him who died. 

The notion of bearing 
the seal of Him who died 
was magnificently articu
lated by George William 
Kitchin and by Michael 
Robert Newbolt in their 
words to the great hymn, 
"Lift High the Cross." The 
second of its four stanzas 

rgen makes this statement: 
open "Each newborn servant of 
le pr the Crucified bears on the 
left brow the seal of Him who 

ve died." Then, following the 
refrain, the third stanza 
expresses this plea: "O 
Lord, once lifted on the 
glorious tree, as thou hast 
promised, draw the world 
to thee." 

l as The promise to which 
ha the hymn refers was made 

by Jesus on several occa-
? de sions in the Gospel accord-
ad ing to John. In John 3:14, 

ons Jesus compared his own 

wilderness ordeal of the people of Israel en route to the 
promised land. Their lives were being threatened by 
poisonous snakes, and Moses, under instruction from 
God, provided the means of life-saving protection. 
"And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder
ness," Jesus said, "so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life." 

Later on, when Jesus arrived in Jerusalem for the 
last Passover of his earthly life, the Pharisees took note 
of the shouts of triumph and cries of "hosarma" from 
the excited and expectant crowds. And the Pharisees 
said to one another: "Look, the world has gone after 
him!" Gohn 12:19b) 

After the triumphal entry, in speaking to the crowd 
of Passover pilgrims, Jesus echoed those words of the 
Pharisees with a slightly different twist. Jesus said, in 
John 12:32: "And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself." 

The listening crowd did not understand those 
words of Jesus, nor did his own disciples. But later on, 
at the Last Supper, on the eve of his crucifixion, after 
offering a prayer for his disciples, Jesus also prayed to 
God on behalf of those "who will believe in me through 
their wmd, that they may all be one . ... The glory that 

er. S mission and identity with 
1e w an incident from the 

Opposite, page 4: The Rev. Dr. Randolph Nugent. Above: The Rev. Dr. Martin L11 tlzer King, Jr. , 
with his wife, Coretta Scott King. 
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you have gi n me I have given them, so that they may 
be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they 
may become completely one, so that the world may 
know that you have sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me." (John 17: 20-23) 

Earlier, in clarifying his prayer, he explained: "I am 
not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask 
you to protect them from the evil one .... As you have 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world." (John 17: 15-18) 

Taken together, the e passages of Scripture indicate 
the mark, the seal, and the role of the missionary call
ing and service. The mission role and task is the same 
now as then. It is to lift up the cross of Christ so that 
God in Christ Jesus may complete and fulfill the draw
ing of all people together, that all may be one. 

We do the lifting, and God in Christ does the draw
ing. But the drawing cannot take place without the lifting. 

God's "Drawing Room" 
As the chorus of the hymn bears witness, your task in 
missionary service-- indeed the task of all members of 
the church in mission-is to "Lift High the Cross" so 
that the promise of God in Christ Jesus may be fulfilled 
and all the world may be drawn into oneness-by 
God's doing and in God's own time. Under the shadow 
of the cross, the whole world becomes a "drawing 
room." The whole world becomes the arena for God in 
Christ Jesus to draw all people, all things, unto God . 

Last June, speaking at the commencement ceremo
ny of Washington University in St. Louis, NAACP 
Board Chairman Julian Bond offered an example based 
upon shrinking the whole world population into a sin
gle village of just 100 people. I would like us to think of 
these statistics as representative of a" drawing room" of 
100 people. Based on the current population ratio, of 
those 100 people, 52 would be female and 48, male; 70 
would be non-White and 30, White; 70 would be non
Christian and 30, 
Christian. Six of 
the 100 people 
would own fully 
59 percent of all 
of the world's 
wealth, and all 
six would be 
from the United 
States. 

Of the 100 
people, 80 would 
live in substan
dard housing, 
and 70 would be 
unable to read 
and write. Half 
of the people in 
the room would 
be suffering from 

Top: The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at prayer during a meeting. Above: The General Board of Global Ministries 
commissioned 60 missionaries for service on October 10, 2000-the largest class in the GBGM's history. 
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The cross at Panna Lake, Sat Tai Christian Ashram, India . 

malnutrition. And only one person in the drawing 
room would have a college education. 

This is the "drawing room" context for global mis
sion-the context in which you must "Lift High the 
Cross" in missionary service. 

Christ's Promises as Fact 
In a world that both recognizes and approves of barri
ers and divisions among and between people and 
nations-divisions based upon superiority and inferi
ority, racial privilege and racial discrimination, wealth 
and poverty-those who "Lift High the Cross" must 
see the world clearly and realistically, a it is in the 
drawing-room parable. And tho e who "Lift High the 
Cross" must also think, feel, and act as though the 
promises of Jesus were already an accomplished fact, as 

though the promised draw.ing of all people to 
Christ had already been realized. You must see 
each and every person as someone for whom 
Christ Jesus died and whom he has promised 
to draw unto himself. 

Those who claim the name of Jesus for 
special privilege, special status, special favor, 
and special protection bear more the mark of 
Cain than the seal of Him who died. The same 
holds true for those who "Lift High the Cross" 
as a club of submission rather than as a mag
net of reconciliation. 

Newspaper columnist Cal Thomas, one of 
the founders with Jerry Falwell of the Moral 
Majority in the 1980s and long a spokesperson 
for the so-called Christian Right, has under
gone considerable soul-searching of late and 
now questions his earlier allegiances. In his 
recent book, Blinded by Might-in which he 
admits that "Jesus emptied himself of power 
that was rightfully his. We try to fill ourselves 
with power that belongs to the world ... "-he 
affirms that "God in his infinite wisdom 
knows what is happening and has everything 
under control. In fact, we have seen the end of 
the story, and we know that eventually [God] 
wins. So why don't we start acting as if we 
were on the winning side?" 

For nearly a decade, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., struggled and served, obeyed and 
witnessed, submitted and sacrificed, marked 
by the sign of the cross just above his heart and 
bearing the seal of Him who died . He did so 
right up to the moment when he himself died 
by an assassin's bullet. 

On the night before his death, Dr. King 
bore grateful witness to having been allowed 
his life of struggle and sacrifice rather than 

having his life snuffed out 10 years earlier. He was glad 
that he had not sneezed while waiting for surgery, and 
he recounted the painful yet glorious times of witness 
he had been allowed in the struggle for civil rights. 

He affirmed his sure and confident faith that the 
mark of the cross which he bore assured him that he 
was on the winning side. "I just want to do God's will," 
he said. "I'm happy tonight. I'm not worried about 
anything. I'm not fearing any man. 'Mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord."' 

Such is the confident assurance of those who bear 
the seal of Him who died. So shall it also be the confi
dence of those who take on the sign, bear the seal, and 
commit themselves to "Lift High the Cros ," while giv
ing "praise to the Crucified for victory!" 0 

NEW WORLD OUTLO K JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2001 7 



FLEElNG THE 
VlOLENCE 
lN COLOMBlA 

b~ Paul Jettre~ 

Santa Fe de Bogota, Colombia: Sofia . Tapierero 
fled with her hus-

band and 10 children in the middle of the night. They climbed 
onto the back of a lumbering truck and hid among bags of cof
fee beans until they escaped from the government-supported 
paramilitaries who wanted to kill them. That was three years 
ago, when Tapierero was accused by right-wing paramilitary 
squads of helping left-wing guerrillas. Since then, her family 
has barely survived an odyssey through rural villages and 
urban slums, unable to go back home but also unable to find a 
place to settle down, find work, and live without fear. 

Yet this journey will soon end. Later this year, Tapierero 
and her family will move into a new home in a housing proj

ect for 50 displaced families in Sibate, a small village an hour south of Bogota, Colombia's capital. The project is 
sponsored by Colombia's Mennonite Church and supported by Action by Churches Together (ACT), an interna
tional alliance of church-based relief agencies, including the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

Now that Tapierero will have a home, she has no interest in going back to the village she fled in the dark of 
night. "Even if peace were to come someday, I'll never go back," she said. "Our life is here now. For the first time 
in our lives, we're going to have our own house. That gives me more hope for the future." 

Tapierero and her family are among the fortunate few displaced people in Colombia whose journey has an 
acceptable-if not happy-ending. Colombia has the highest number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the 
Western Hemisphere. According to human-rights groups and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), some two 
million people-one of every 20 Colombians-have been forcibly driven out of their homes and off their land in 
the last 15 years. In 1998 alone, more than 288,000 people were forced to flee. 

And the problem is getting worse. In August, US President Bill Clinton came to Colombia to symbolically hand 
over $1.3 billion in aid to Colombian President Andres Pastrana. The money is for Pastrana's "Plan Colombia," an 
ambitious program to eradicate the production of coca (the plant from which cocaine is manufactured) and end 
the crippling war with several armed groups. The US aid package-which increases the presence of US troops in 
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Colombia and provides 63 high
tech military helicopters to the 
Colombian military and police-is 
based on the logic that stepping up 
the war will somehow lead to 
peace. General Fernando Tapias, 
head of Colombia's armed forces, 
summed it up: "There will be 
peace. But first there will be war." 

Fumigation of Coca Fields 
The helicopters are being used to 
expand the military's presence in 
the south of the country, where 
Pastrana's government is increas
ing aerial fumigation of coca fields 
in a California-sized section of the 
Amazon jungle. Yet critics point out 
that, despite years of steadily 
increasing US-financed fumigation, 
coca production has constantly 
expanded, growing 28 percent in 
1998 and 20 percent in 1999, accord
ing to US State Department figures. 

"Fumigation is a political 
obsession of the North Americans, 
even though it simply doesn't 
work," said Leila Lima, the coordi
nator in Colombia for the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees. 
"Despite the fumigation, coca pro
duction has increased. Fumigation 
has only increased the numbers of 
internally displaced people and 
pushed the agricultural frontier 
deeper into the jungle." 

Antony Sanchez, the director of 
the Mennonite Development 
Foundation of Colombia (MEN
COLDES), agrees. "It's difficult to 
believe that ripping out a few more 
illicit coca fields is going to solve 
anything," he said. "The peasants 
are just going to move farther into 
the jungle, cutting down trees in the 
natural reserves of the Amazon 
region in order to keep cultivating 

Opposite p. 8: Cazuca, a poor neighbor
hood in Santa Fe de Bogota, receives a 
steady flow of families displaced fro111 their 
ho/lies in Colol/lbia 's countn;side. 

coca. As long as there is no econom
ic alternative for them, nothing is 
going to change. Growing coca is 
the only way they have to survive." 

Observers estimate that the 
new fumigation, along with 
increased militarization in the coca
growing regions, will displace an 
additional 190,000 peasants in com
ing months. These factors are also 
expected to heighten tension along 
Colombia's borders, as coca pro
duction and armed conflict spill 
over into neighboring Ecuador, 

Peru, Brazil, Venezuela, and 
Panama. According to Colombia's 
immigration department, more 
than 1000 Colombians per day offi
cially left the country during the 
first six months of 2000. This repre
sented a 35 percent increase in out
rnigra ti on over the same period in 
1999. Officials estimate that at least 
800,000 Colombians are already liv
ing as refugees in neighboring 
countries . And the exodus of 
Colombians will probably acceler
ate even more in the future. 

A woman whose family was internally displaced in Colombia earns monei; weaving at /1er 
home in a settlement of displaced families outside Neiva in the Colombian province of Hui/a . 
T/1e settlement receives support and organizational assistance from the Mennonite 
Development Foundation of Colombia, a member of Aciion by Churches Together (ACT). 
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Forcing People Off the Land 
Displacement has increased in 
recent years, as interlocking wars 
between government forces, left
wing guerrilla armies, and right
wing paramilitary squads have 
escalated. Every armed group in 
Colombia has some profitable rela
tion to narco-trafficking. Respect 
for humanitarian norms regarding 
noncombatants is scarce. "The con
cept of civilian just doesn't exist 
here," said Juan Manuel Bustillo, 
the director of MENCOLDES' work 
with IDPs. 

Negotiations to end the vio
lence have gotten nowhere. In late 
1998, to move along chronically 

stalled peace talks, the government 
turned over control of 42,000 square 
kilometers in the south of the coun
try to the largest guerrilla army, the 
leftist Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia (FARC). Yet the FARC 
has marred its already poor public 
image by using the zone to hide 
kidnap victims and to warehouse 
stolen cars. Talks with the second
largest guerrilla group, the 
National Liberation Army (ELN), 
have made little progress, partly 
because the government refuses to 
grant the ELN control of a region 
similar to that of the FARC. 

Bustillo and other observers 
report that the forced displacement 

is a byproduct of guerrilla activity, 
particularly the recruitment of 
young men by guerrilla armies. Yet 
in the case of Colombia's right
wing paramilitary squads, forced 
displacement seems to be an essen
tial strategy. Funded by drug 
money and wealthy landowners, 
the paramilitaries are responsible 
for roughly two-thirds of all the 
forced displacements in the country. 
Several economically strategic areas 
of Colombia have been taken over 
by paramilitary squads that mas
sacre civilians. This provokes a 
massive exodus of local peasants; 
leaving the affected areas free for 
investors to develop as they choose. 

People cook one meal a day communally in a settlement of displaced families outside Neiva, Colombia. 
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A Colombinn soldier. 

Farm Families in the City 
Rojas, himself an IDP, claims anoth
er product of forced displacement is 
"a violent reconfiguration of land 
ownership." This is a sort of anti
agrarian reform that, from 1996 to 
1999, drove small and medium
sized producers off more than 4.2 
million acres of farmland. 

Luz Marina Vargas and her 
husband had 185 acres of farmland 
in Bolivar province when they were 
chased out in 1997. "Do I want to go 
back? What can I go back to?" 
Vargas asked. "We've heard the 
paras [paramilitary squads] gave 
the land to others. We're supposed
ly still the owners. We have the 
legal papers, but they're worthless 
because it's the laws of the paras 
that matter." Today Vargas lives in a 
sprawling slum south of Bogota. 

Displaced farm families often 
have a difficult time adjusting to life 
in the city. "What we know is how 
to plant com and casava, but where 
are we going to plant here in the 

ACT Aids Colombia's Displaced 
Tens of thousands of Colombians are fleeing their rural villages, joining a massive exodus 

from the insatiable violence sweeping through the countryside of this South American nation. 
Yet they flee the countryside only to arrive in burgeoning urban neighborhoods where they 
face rejection and discrimination. 

"It would have been easier to die quickly back home from bullets than to come to the city 
and die slowly of hunger," said Olga Remolina, a woman displaced in 1999 from her home 
in Colombia's Bolivar province. "We lost everything," she continued, "our homeland, our prop
erty, our family. At times, we even lost our faith." 

Colombia is home to some two million internally displaced persons (IDPs}-a number sur
passed only by Sudan and Angola in Africa. Uprooted from their rural homes and thrust into 
a intimidating urban environment, displaced Colombians are turning to churches and non
governmental organizations (NGOs) for assistance. 

Action by Churches Together (ACT}-an international alliance of church-based relief 
agencies that includes the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR}-is helping 
Colombian church organizations expand their ministries and work more effectively to help the 
displaced build hope. ACT's support benefits people like Remolina, who found assistance in 
Colombia's capital, Bogota, at a center for displaced families run by the Mennonite 
Development Foundation of Colombia (MENCOLDES), a member of ACT. MENCOLDES works 
with displaced families at several locations around the country. In its Bogota center, it receives 
15 to 20 families a week, providing counseling, medical care, emergency food and clothing, 
and skills training to help family members adjust to life in a sprawling city of seven million. 
"We provide families a space to recover and accompany them as they reflect on what steps 
they can take to put their lives back together," said Janet Neira, a social worker. 

"The displaced arrive in the city with most of their basic needs unmet, with lots of frus
tration, and often still in mourning for the loss of their loved ones and their land," Neira said. 
"The city environment is strange and seems aggressive to them. Clothes in the city are dif
ferent than in the countryside. Work is different. And the government has no will to help peo
ple with the transition, so they feel alone." 

According to Neira, the adjustment for uprooted women is often more difficult than for 
men. "At the same time they're confronting the city, they're often assuming the role of single 
mother because their partners were killed, were 'disappeared,' or were separated from them 
as they fled the violence," Neira noted. "Many of the women get jobs here as maids. But in 
the countryside there's no washing machine, no vacuum cleaner. Something that's as ordi
nary for us as using a blender can leave a woman from the countryside in tears." 

"People here in the city have learned to be afraid of the displaced," Neira said. "They think 
that if people were forced to leave their homes, there must be a reason. The displaced are 
seen as being dangerous. " Ironically, it is the city environment that seems dangerous to par
ents from the countryside, who worry about their children 's becoming gang members, pros
titutes, or users of crack cocaine. 

Jobs in the city require written references, copies of police records, and other documents 
that aren't part of rural life. The rural people also find their skills differ from urban job require
ments. "When I go to apply for a job here in the city," said Elias Pancha, a displaced man from 
Tolima, "they ask me what I can do. I'm 45 years old. I've got 13 people in my family. And 
I've been a farmer all my life. What can I do her&." 

In places like the MENCOLDES center in Bogota, ACT accompanies displaced people as 
they struggle to keep their faith, find new answers, and develop skills to build new lives. 
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city, where everything is covered by 
concrete?" asked one displaced 
peasant. "We've not only lost our 
land, we've been forced to trade in 
our machete and hoe for a back
pack in which we can carry around 
whatever we can beg." 

The Colombian government is 
theoretically responsible for help
ing the displaced, but many claim it 
fails miserably at the task. "It leaves 
the displaced to fight for scarce 
resources against other poor people 
in the country," said Diego Falla, a 
government human-rights official 
in Neiva. Falla's office, close to the 
PARC-controlled area, is one of 
many official agencies where IDPs 
can go to register with the govern
ment under the terms of a 1997 law 
that was supposed to provide the 
displaced with benefits and protec
tion. Yet local commissions set up to 
administer the program lack the 
funds to do their job well. "There's 

no viable solution for these people 
unless the government dedicates 
adequate resources to the task," 
Falla said, "and so far there's been 
no political will to do that. " 

As a result of the escalation of 
violence under the government's 
Plan Colombia, church workers are 
bracing for a new wave of IDPs 
seeking refuge in Bogota and other 
large cities. Yet churches, while 
stepping up the emergency services 
they provide for newly displaced 
families, are also rethinking their 
relationship with the displaced. To 
avoid paternalism, many church
based agencies are working to sup
port the efforts of the displaced to 
resolve their own problems. "We're 
helping the displaced to build their 
own participatory processes-to 
build real democracy," said Antony 
Sanchez. 

Bustillo claims the internation
al community has been slow to 

A child of a displaced family in Neiva, province of Hui/a, Colombia. 

understand this. "There's a tempta
tion by foreign donors to see the sit
uation here the same way they see 
things in parts of Africa," he said. 
"Yet we don' t want dependency. 
The displaced who are organized 
are clear that they don't want aid. 
They want to work and to have 
their rights protected." 

The displaced "are making a 
valiant effort to organize them
selves and carve out space in the 
public debate," said Diana Sanchez, 
an analyst at the Consulting Group 
on Human Rights and Displace
ment (CODHES). "But many have 
to fight every day for bread for their 
families, leaving them little energy 
to fight for political space." 

ACT members have taken on 
the task of accompanying displaced 
communities as they fight for 
"political space." Just outside 
Neiva, MENCOLDES staff mem
bers have accompanied a group of 
143 displaced families who, grow
ing tired of broken government 
promises, seized a government 
agency, then a highway. Finally 
they took over some land just out
side the city to install their houses 
of cardboard and plastic. MEN
COLDES provided support ranging 
from legal advice to money to start 
a communal kitchen. 

Such new forms of accompani
ment are dangerous in Colombia. 
"Providing humanitarian assis
tance to the displaced is accepted 
by most people," said Bustillo. "But 
when you begin talking about the 
human rights of the displaced, 
you're seen as subversive. Social 
protest is criminalized in Colom
bia. One who commits to justice 
here automatically converts into an 
enemy of those in power." 0 

Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist mis
sionary in Central America, living in 
Honduras. He wrote this article as part 
of his coverage of Colombia for Action 
by Churches Together (ACT) . 
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THE. HARDE.ST PART OF VlSlTtNq lRA~,,: 

SEElNq THE CH11f!~N 

\..,~t ra.~ 

T The hardest part of visiting Iraq today is seeing 
the children. The whole country was devastated 
by the trade sanctions imposed by the United 

Nations in 1990, after Iraq seized Kuwait, and by the 
Gulf War that followed in 1991. But it is seeing what has 
happened to the children that has affected me most 
during my four recent visits. 

I wonder if Marwan Khalil is still alive. When I vis
ited Baghdad last spring, he was one of about a dozen 
young patients in the leukemia ward of a children's 
hospital affiliated with the Mustanseryia University 
College of Medicine. I can still see him sitting up in bed 
with his mother beside him, wearing her traditional 
Iraqi clothing. When I came by with my camera, 13-
year-old Marwan put his American-style baseball cap 

Children in Baghdad at a protest one week after the Un ited States 
bombed the Iraqi capital in December 1998. 

on backwards for me, as if to confirm: This is how the 
kids in America wear these caps, right? 

Marwan Khalil had been in and out of the hospital 
for six years, so his physician, Dr. Basim Al Abdili, told 
me. And his health was continuing to deteriorate. 

Before I entered the hospital ward, Dr. Abdili 
explained that all of the children there had leukemia 
and that, sooner or later, all of them were expected to 
die. In the United States, these children would have a 
fighting chance of surviving their di ease. But doctors 
in Iraq have learned by bitter experience that they need 
to give up hope for any recovery of children who are 
diagnosed with leukemia. 
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The reason for this, 
according to Dr. Abdili, 
is imple. After more 
than a decade of UN
imposed economic 
sanctions, the medical 
ystem in Iraq--once 

the envy of the Arab 
world-is in ruins. The 
kind of sophisticated 
equipment and the 
modern medicines 
needed to treat chil
dren with leukemia are 
simply not available. 

"It is very difficult 
for us as doctor here," 
Dr. Abdili told me. 
"We know there is a 
cure rate for leukemia 
outside Iraq. But inside 
Iraq, we can't help our 
patients and they die 
in front of our eyes." 

to UNICEF, is that half 
a million Iraqi children 
have died over the 
pa t decade. The Iraqi 
health authoritie put 
the death toll even 
higher: at about 1.3 
million. 

Beyond the deaths 
are the uncounted 
thousands of children 
who uffer from tunt
ed growth. Chronic 
malnutrition ha 
ca used them to be 
thinner and everal 
inche horter than 
normal. 

"Chronic malnu
trition, once it et in, 
is extremely difficult to 
rever e-if not irre
versible," according to 
Anuparna Rao Singh, 
head of the UNICEF 
office in Iraq. The 
research her office ha 
done shows that 1 in 
10 Iraqi infant do 
not survive beyond 
age one. The 9 in 10 
who do urvi e their 
fir t year of lif ha e a 
25 p rcent chance of 
uffering ome form of 

malnutrition. 
Man ob r r 

have concluded that 
the anction f th 

Humanitarian Crisis 
Marwan is only one of 
a whole generation of 
Iraqi children who 
have suffered under 
what UNICEF, the 
United Nations Chil
dren's Fund, calls a 
"humanitarian crisis." 
This is a crisis of which 
most people in the 
United States are 
wholly unaware. Iraq's 
sewage and water sys
tems have broken 
down. Contaminated 

One of Baghdad's many mosques. 
pa t d cade-th mo t 
e ere e er impo d 

ewage eeps into the 
drinking water. As a result, the incidence of diarrhea in 
children under five has ri en from an average of four 
attacks per child per year to fourteen. Frequent diar-
rhea depl t young children' ability to fight th 
g rms in the contaminated water they drink and that 
th ir mother cook with. Poor diet with alma t no pro
tein or fre h fruit and veg table make th children 
ven more ulnerable t di ea . And a ruin d medical 

infra tructure, a hortag of m dical per onn 1, and a 
lack of recent m dical textbook and of key m dicin 
furth r compound the pr bl m. The r ult, according 

on an coun tr in 
modem times-ha e clearly mi d th ir mark. Inst ad 
of hurting the ruling political elite, th 
poor, the elder! , the pr gnant, the ick, th w ak. M t 
of all, the have hit the childr n. Meanwhil , man 
now beli ve that the puniti e ancti ns ha e actual! 
tr ngth n d rather than weak n d Pr ident addarn 

Hu ein' hold on pow r. 
Th political and military i u 

tion ar complicated, but th humanitarian i u 
have b c m tragicall 1 ar. For 10 ar , Iraq' chil

b n d pri d f fo d, m di ine, du ati n, 
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and sometimes life itself. Many children have dropped 
out of school to shine shoes or beg on the streets, try
ing to obtain a few dinars to buy food for their families. 
All told, a whole generation of Iraqi children has been 
robbed of childhood. 

An increasing number of countries around the 
world-including France, Russia, and many Arab 
nations-believe it is time to end the UN sanctions. But 
the United States and England, with key votes on the 
UN Security Council, keep the sanctions in p lace. In a 
letter sent to US President Bill Clinton in 
January 2000, 70 members of Congress urged 
an end to the economic sanctions on Iraq. The 
World Council of Churches and Pope John Paul 
II have also called repeatedly for an end to the 
sanctions. And in May 2000, the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, 
by a 703-213 vote, supported lifting UN sanc
tions against Iraq. "The economic sanctions 
imposed on Iraq in 1990," the resolution said, 
" ... are the most severe penalty ever imposed on 
any nation .... The burden of these economic 
sanctions falls squarely on the shoulders of the 
poor, the elderly, and the children ... . [These 
sanctions] are directly responsible for the 
deaths of 5000 to 6000 children every month." 

Suffering With Christ 
United Methodists have put their faith and concern 
into action, contributing generously over the past 
decade to the Middle East Council of Churches' office 
in Baghdad and to its emergency relief work. During 
my visit, I spoke with Father Joseph Habbi, the 
Patriarchal Vicar for Cultural Affairs of the Chaldean 
Catholic Church. Also Dean of the Babylon College of 
Philosophy and Theology in Iraq, Father Habbi is pas
tor of the St. George Chaldean Catholic Parish Church. 
The 15,000 members of this parish are part of a 
Christian minority of nearly one million people out of 
the 23 million people in Iraq. 

"Before the embargo, before the war," Father Habbi 
said, "we had no poor in Iraq. Now, 90 percent of the 
people are really poor. So we need this embargo to be 
lifted as soon as possible." Father Habbi sees a negative 
moral effect in his country, where immorality and crim
inality have now become common. 

"In our parish we have about 3000 families," he 
continued. "Each month we need to give 300 of the 
poorest families some help-money, clothes, or other 
things. This month we also gave milk. At Christmas 
and Easter, we help 500 or 600 families ." 

Another aspect of the sanctions, he noted, is their 
effect upon the young. "There is no more hope for the 

Inset: Father Joseph Habbi, Chaldean Catholic 
Church in Iraq . Above: Marwan Khalil, an 

Iraqi child in Baghdad, suffers from leukemia . Modern medicines are 
not available because of the 10-year UN embargo on Iraq . 

future," he said sadly. Living under the embargo has 
led him to reflect upon the theological meaning of the 
experience. "We have to consider our life as Christ's 
life," Father Habbi told me. "That means that the glory, 
the joy, the goodness are always through the cross. 
Without Golgatha, we have no resurrection. So we have 
not only to believe in Christ, as Sr. Paul says, but also to 
suffer with him. 

"For 20 years we have suffered," he added, "first in 
the Iran-Iraq war [1980-1988] and then through 10 years 
of the embargo [1990-2000] . So our children have seen 
20 years of only war and poverty and suffering. We 
cannot preach without the cross in our society." 

Meanwhile the UN sanctions against Iraq continue, 
and the Iraqi children continue to suffer and die. I hope 
that Marwan Khalil is still alive. And I hope he will be 
able to wear his American-style baseball cap in a spirit 
of forgiveness. D 

Mel Lehman,formerly Director of Constituency Information 
for Church World Service at the National Council of 
Churches, is currently writing a book about the effects of 
sanctions on the people of Iraq. He spent a month in Iraq in 
the late spring of 2000. 
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Costa Rica was one of the first countries to ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Children. To imple

ment the convention's mandates, Costa Rica passed a Code for Children and Adolescents in 1998 and subsequently 

has been informing people of the code's existence and its provisions. The General Board of Global Ministries' cross

functional team on International Ministries With Women, Children, and Youth has supported Costa Rica's efforts 

to spread the word through the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (LIMPAL), a nonprofit 

organization. 

With a grant from the Women's Division of the GBGM and with the help of supporters such as the United Nations 

Children's Fund (UNICEF), LIMPAL has devised a program to teach children about their rights and to inform them 

of the new code. Beryl Goldberg, a freelance photographer from New York City, visited the school of La Trinidad de 

Moravia in Costa Rica to find out how the program was being carried out in Desamparados, a rural region. 

Olga Bianchi, th er tary of LIMPAL, and 
Miriam Keith, the controller, a Roman 
Catholic nun (both at d), meet with the 
school admini trati n and the student 
committee in De amparados, a rural 
region, to discu th new program to 
teach children about th ir right . 
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The government of Costa 
Rica has approv d a new 

code of rights for adole -
cents and children. hildren 

are now guarant d their own 
rights rather than having to rely 
on their familie . upported b a 
grant from th Women' Di -
i ion of the General Board of 
Global Mini tri , LIMPAL, the 
Woman's International L ague 
for Peace and Fre dom, is organ
izing a eries of workshop for 
tudent committe that will 

implement th new cod in th ir 
chools. Left: Miriam Keith and 

Olga Bianchi of LIMPAL flank a 
student, Arely ald ron. 



Arelys Calderon, age 15, spoke 
forcefully at the meeting. She 
hopes that, after the training, 
adults will "hear us, support us, 
and respect us. We will give our 
opinions," she says, "and we 
hope that they understand." 
Arelys is one of 10 children. She 
reported that her mother is often 
too busy to remember what 
she has promised her 
daughter. 

The students on the commit
tee are leaders who are 
respected by their fellow 

students. In the workshops, 
they will be trained to defend 

student rights and to learn and 
uphold student responsibilities. 
LIMPAL reports that students 
who take part in the training 
form strong bonds of friendship 
and gain a more positive outlook 
on life. Their relationships with 
parents and teachers also improve. 



I 

I 

The Canton of Desamparados is a rural area where the economy is based on 
agribusiness and on the generation of electric power. Families are spread out 
over large distances and many children have to travel an hour or more to get to 

school or to the training workshops. The need for bus fare and lunch money creates 
a hardship for many students since their families have very limited 

Part of the process is for trained 
student leaders to talk to other stu
dents about the code of rights. 

resources. In fact, many of these families are migrant 
workers from Nicaragua who face discrimination 

in Costa Rica. 0 

Helping other students find creative 
and peaceful ways to resolve conflicts will 
also be part of the training. 
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Ninety years ago, in January 1911, New World Outlook (then 

The Missionary Voice) was born. Thanks to the ongoing 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, this great mission photojour

nal is even more vigorous, vibrant, and vital now than it was 

then. United Methodist mission outreach has expanded to 

embrace an ever-widening world parish--one that now 

includes such nations as Burundi, Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, 

Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia in Africa; 

Cambodia, Mongolia, and Nepal in Asia; Colombia, El Salvador, Honduras, and 

Venezuela in Latin America; and Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Russia in 

Eastern Europe. As this burgeoning growth in mission has taken place, New World 

Outlook, the magazine that tells the mission story, has also 

renewed its energy and expanded its horizons. 

So come witness to our work! Tell others about us! Help 

us spread the word of Christ's mission around the world in 

the twenty-first century! More readers for NEW WORID 

OUllOOK will mean more supporters of United Methodist 

mission. That's the birthday present we want most. 

To order, call 1-800-305-9857: 6 issues-only $15 .00 
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for Haitian Workers in the Dominican Republic 
by Tequila M1nsky 

The more than 400 boteyes (farmworkers' camps) in the Dominican Republic range in size from 
350 to 2000 residents. 

In a vicious cycle, the Dominican Republic's need for large reserves of cheap labor creates oppor
tun ities for poor Haitian workers. But the boteyes where the workers live are isolated from the 
general society, and their residents are not entitled to national social services. Instead, as undocu
mented and stateless people, they are subject to immediate deportation and other human-rights 
abuses. 

Some of the housing in the boteyes was built decades ago for cane cutters. Pictured is a man in 
his room in a borrocones, a long building of windowless rooms. In his dark room, which he has 
occupied for 22 of his 44 years in the Dominican Republic, a plastic sheet below the ceiling keeps 
rainwater from fall ing on his bed. His fou r child ren have died, and his wife has returned to Haiti. 
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recent summer rain has 
turned walkways into 
muddy creeks. There are no 

pavements here in Batey Palmarejo, 
a medium-sized enclave about an 
hour 's drive from Santo Domingo 
in the Dominican Republic. This 
community-one of 400 bateyes, or 
workers' camps, in the Dominican 
Republic-is home to more than 
350 families of farmworkers from 
Haiti, the Dominican Republic's 
next-door neighbor on the island of 
Hispaniola. In mid-June, the har
vest season is under way. Tall stalks 
of sugarcane are being hand-cut by 
machete, loaded by heavy machin
ery, and transported out by road. 

Some Haitian laborers live in 
old converted barracks. Other fam
ilies have built simple frame hous
es. There are no latrines. Residents 
walk in the muddy pathways to get 
water from one of the two central 
pumps. In 1998, Hurricane Georges 
ripped through the dwellings as 
though they were paper. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Georges, international relief aid did 
not filter through the Dominican 
government to the Haitian bateyes, 
where much of the damage 
occurred. Instead, it was humani
tarian organizations working in the 
bateyes that came to the aid of their 
residents. 

A Dominican-based organiza
tion, called Movimiento de Mujeres 
Dominicanas y Haitianas (Move
ment of Dominican-Haitian Women, 
or MUDHA), received a grant 
from the United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) to assist 
with disaster relief. Food (especi
ally baby food), clothing, and mat
tresses were brought to bateyes in 
need. Bottled water was brought in 
when possible. Pills to combat 
cholera and rampant diarrhea were 
distributed through a campaign of 
public-health awareness. Haitian 
Women for Haitian Refugees, an 
American organization, sent two 

staff members and one refugee to 
deliver the supplies. 

School, Health Care, and Jobs 
Batey Palmarejo is one of eight 
workers' settlements that MUDHA 
works with to improve living con
ditions and encourage hope. What 
a demand there is for education! 
Half of the 1850 people in Batey 
Palmarejo are children. The school, 
which began four years ago, has 
three classes. The pre-kindergarten 
class has 41 children, and there are 
92 in first and second grade, with 
more waiting to get in. "The 
youngest children are not used to 
wearing clothes," one teacher said. 
"They cry a lot. They' re not used to 
being told what to do. It takes time 
and effort to work with them." 

This community has asked the 
government for support in the form 
of teachers' salaries and a breakfast 
program, but there has been no 

response. Parents have asked for a 
third grade, but there is no money. 
They try to find schools outside the 
batey so the children can continue 
their education. And they are trying 
to set up a library as a place for 
study. With houses crowded close 
together and large families occupy
ing them, a peaceful place to study 
and read is a necessity. 

Money from a number of dif
ferent organizations has helped to 
reconstruct buildings damaged by 
Hurricane Georges. New rooms for 
a community center and classrooms 
have been built. 

Since access to health care is 
almost nonexistent, health is a 
major focus for MUDHA. In Batey 
Palmarejo, a small clinic has been 
set up, with a doctor and a medical 
assistant three days a week. "We 
work in the batey where women 
have never had a medical exam in 
their lives," says Solain Pierre, 

In Batey Lecheria, women interview applicants and assess needs in the community. 
Batey Lecheria has 80 families and receives services and training from MUD HA. 
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director of MUDHA. "Here, 
women get prenatal care," she con
tinues. "We treat sexually transmit
ted diseases and breast cancer. Yet 
some women die 
before they ever have 
a chance to see a doc
tor." MUDHA trains 
health workers who 
live in the batey. A 
small grant from the 
United States helped 
fund a doctor to visit 
the seven other 
MUDHA bateyes that 
have no clinic. The 
money also provided 
training in holistic 
medicine, concentrat
ing on cures from 
herbs and other 
botanical resources 
that are available in 
the bateyes. 

Batey Lecheria, 
which has only 80 
families, has made 
much use of this 
training. Here, herbal 
remedies are made 
by the women. 
Commercial medi
cines are bought in 
volume and repack
aged to make them 
more affordable. 

sew can seek jobs in a nearby gar
ment-assembly plant that was once 
a sugar-processing plant. It is locat
ed in a designated Free Trade Zone. 

needed assistance in work, health, 
housing, education, hygiene, and 
fighting deportation. 

MUD HA defends women's 
rights and personal 
integrity. The organi
zation denounces sex
ual violence against 
women and strongly 
supports the report
ing of rape. When a 
woman in the batey 
reported that she was 
raped by a man in the 
Dominican military, 
MUDHA supported 
her in the lawsuit that 
followed. Their suc
cess resulted in his 
imprisonment-the 
first time in 20 years a 
man had been sent to 
jail on charges of rape. 
In a country where 
poor women lack 
access to simple med
ical services, MUDHA 
offers comfort to 
abused or raped 
women and helps 
connect them to trau
ma counseling specif
ic to their needs. 

Continuing to 

Batey Lecheria 
once had a lot of 
cows, hence its name, 
meaning /1 a place 

Haitian children in Batey Lecheria, Dominican Republic. 

expand its scope, 
MUDHA offers health 
care, education, legal 
assistance, and human
righ ts training for 

where cows are milked." Once on 
the edge of a cane field, the batey 
now sits amid orange groves. The 
men look for work cutting cane on 
other plantations, while some of the 
women pick oranges. There is a 
need for alternative sources of 
income so that some women don' t 
have to turn to prostitution as a 
way to survive. 

Handicrafts and sewing pro
vide an alternative income source 
for some. Women who are taught to 

Working for Women's Rights 
The nerve center of MUDHA is its 
Santo Domingo office. Begun in 
1983, the organization first worked 
with Haitian women and 
Dominican women of Haitian 
descent who followed their worker 
husbands. Women had no rights if 
they were not attached to a man. If 
a woman's husband left to find 
other work or if he died, she had no 
right to housing. Vulnerable in all 
aspects of their lives, the women 
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men, women, children, 
and youth. The organization has 
spearheaded positive-outlook pos
ter campaigns, such as: iMirame, yo 
tambien tengo derecho a existir! 
("Look at me, I have a right to 
exist!") or Par el derecho a un nombre 
y una nacionalidad ("For the Right to 
a Name and Nationality.") These 
campaigns are aimed at the Haitian 
and Dominican-Haitian population, 
but they also educate the populace 
at large. They have helped build 
self-esteem and mutual understanding 
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within poor and marginalized pop
ulations living in the Dominican 
Republic. 

As part of the "Right to a Name 
and Nationality Program," a 
brochure explains how to declare 
children so that they can obtain a 
birth certificate. A birth certificate 
must be obtained within 90 days of 
birth to establish Dominican citi
zenship. Training seminars assist 
parents with older children in the 
much more complicated process of 
trying to obtain documentation 
once the 90 days have passed. 

MUDHA has worked with 
other groups to bring cross-cultural 
education to the batey, such as tra
ditional Haitian music and culture. 
In Batey Palmarejo, this effort cul
minated in a carnival parade. The 
organization has also collaborated 
to take the children on cultural trips 
and has even taken children who 
have documentation to visit Haiti. 

Working for Human Rights 
In the area of legal rights, MUDHA 
is involved in advocacy, test cases, 
and training seminars. Random, 
arbitrary deportations of Haitians 
living in the Dominican Republic 
are part of the cycle of labor recruit
ment. Older, settled immigrants 
may be deported and replaced by 
newcomers who are not organized 
to work for their rights. Without 
papers, both Haitians and 
Dominicans of Haitian descent are 
at the mercy of the Dominican gov
ernment. Mass deportations are 
often a diversion to serve political 
interests, drawing attention away 
from higher gasoline costs or a 
coming election, for instance. Those 
immigrants who are picked up by 
the authorities for deportation can
not say goodbye, pack their belong
ings, or even collect their final pay. 
Children can be deported without 
their parents, and parents can be 
forced to leave children behind. 
Families are separated. Haitians 

and Dominican-Haitians live in a 
constant state of insecurity. 

MUDHA follows the cases of 
those who have been deported and 
is also part of a support network. 
This past summer, a case fighting 
the deportation of seven workers 
was presented in Costa Rica at the 
Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights (Organization of American 
States). The deportation of the 
workers was overturned. 

In fact, MUDHA is the first 
organization to put pressure on the 
Dominican authorities to change 
their policy toward Haitians and 
Dominicans of Haitian descent. 
Says Solain Pierre, who was born 
and raised in Batey Lecheria: "We 
have been able to make the com
munity voices heard. We have been 
able to give children an education. 
It's their right." 

In conjunction with the Haiti
based National Coalition of Haitian 
Rights, MUDHA exchanges infor
mation, runs training workshops, 
documents human-rights viola
tions, and participates in joint 
actions. Amnesty International, 
Americas Watch, and num rous 
other international organizations, 
including the United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
have joined in MUDHA's efforts. 
Pierre has been called to 
Washington and to international 
conventions to speak on behalf of 
the batey population. 

During the years since 
MUD HA' s inception, its focus has 
broadened. Its task is daunting as 
long as a cycle of statelessness and 
nonpersonhood persists for the 
Haitians and Dominican-Haitians 
in the Dominican Republic. "This is 
a human problem," Pierre points 
out. "We welcome the solidarity of 
people of good will." 0 

Tequila Minsky is a freelance photogra
pher and author in New York City. 

H1span1ola. a Br\ef H\story 
Hispaniola was the name given 
to an island Columbus sighted in 
1492, midway between what is 
now Cuba and Puerto Rico. 
Colonizers, searching for gold, 
almost wiped out the indigenous 
Taino and Caribe populations. By 
the time sugar mills opened in 
1515, only 12,000 of the original 
300,000 people were left. Then 
slave importation began. 

France, Spain, and England 
fought over this island. The dis
putes were finally resolved with 
a treaty in 1697. The French took 
control of the western third of the 
island, while the Spanish gov
erned the eastern two-thirds. The 
west was Ayiti, or Haiti, whose 
main industry was agriculture. 
The Spanish side raised cattle. In 
1804, the Africans who had been 
brought to Haiti as slaves by the 
French fought off their colonial 
masters, abolished slavery, and 
founded an independent nation. 

The Dominican Republic 
became independent of Spain in 
1844. As the twentieth century 
unfolded, sugar became a major 
industry there. Given the grow
ing demand for cheap labor, 
Haitian workers were recruited 
to cut sugarcane on American
owned plantations. 

During the Depression of the 
1930s, when the price of sugar 
dropped, Haitian agricultural 
workers were deported, only to 
return in the 1940s. By the 1960s, 
during the sugar harvest, 15,000 
Haitian workers entered the 
Dominican Republic annually. 
They provided a reserve of cheap 
labor. The bateyes, or workers' 
camps, evolved as communities. 
Today, there are about 400 bateyes 
in the Dominican Republic. 
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• o_ 
in fiie Interest of Peace for Palestinians 

It was Novemher 1997, 
and I was standing on a hilltop 
overlooking the beautiful Beqa'a 
Valley east of Hebron, in the south
ern West Bank, on the land of Abdel 
Jawad Jabber, a Palestinian farmer. 
The valley and hillside opposite 
were covered with vineyards and 
orchards-all except a new concrete 
bypass road cutting the valley 
down the middle. It had been built 
on land confiscated from Abdel 
Jawad without compensation and 
then fenced off, along with 150 
meters on either side, after he 
watched his grapevines being 
uproot~d by bulldozers. 

We-members of the Christian 
Peacemaker Team (CPT) and 
I-were standing in the doorway of 
Abdel's son Atta's house. It was 
under a demolition order from the 
Israeli occupation for being built 
without a permit-which costs 
more than $1000 to apply for and is 
hardly ever granted. Atta and his 
wife Rodina invited us for maqlube, 
a delicious Arab chicken-and-rice 
dish. As we sat in a circle on the 
floor around the food, Atta raised 
his hands, cast his eyes upward, 
and said the traditional Muslim 
prayer before a meal: "In the name 
of Allah the most merciful, the most 
compassionate." In that moment I 
felt a deep human and spiritual 
bond with this Muslim family. The 

Top: Members of the Christian Peace111aker 
Team protest the Israeli land confiscation 
policy. Below: Atta Jabber offers tea to 
Israeli soldiers, who refuse to accept it. 

lJy Doug VVinge1£r 

family members, who have suf
fered so much at the hands of the 
Israeli occupation, still express grat
itude to God for the good things of 
life. They also offer hospitality and 
friendship to us Americans
knowing that the funds and back
ing for the Israeli settlement (Qiryat 
Arba), which is creeping across 
their valley, is coming from our 
government, paid for by our taxes. 

Now, more than two years 
later, I am again standing in the 
same spot. Now, however, Atta's 
house, where we had the maqlube 
feast, has been demolished-not 
once but twice-and a Red Cross 
tent has been put up to shelter him, 
Rodina, and their three small chil
dren. As I look across the valley, I 
see, first, a big gas station built at 
the corner of the bypass road and, 
second, a new road leading up to 
the settlement. Both were built on 
land confiscated from Abdel Jawad 
since I was last here. And directly 
behind his house has been con
structed a huge wall, 35 feet high 
and 75 yards long, ostensibly to 
"protect" the settlement above from 
the "terrorist" family below. 
Abdel's hillside orchard has been 
bulldozed to make room for the 
wall, so one wonders who the real 
terrorists might be. 

We walk down the lane, cross 
the bypass road, and go down to 
the corner near the gas station. 
There, about 15 jeeps, 50 police and 
soldiers, and a dozen journalists are 
massed. We have informed the 
authorities, settlers, and media 

what we plan to do today, and they 
are waiting for u . We are carrying 
a banner proclaiming: "Land 
Confiscation Is Not Peace." In our 
group are 14 members of CPT, 25 
Israeli peace activists (members of 
Rabbis for Human Rights and the 
Israeli Committee against House 
Demolitions), and 15 Palestinians 
(the Jabber extended family, neigh
boring farmers in the Beqa'a Valley, 
and representatives of the Palestin
ian Land Defense Committee). 

We all have buckets of soil, 
some brought from as far away as 
Tel Aviv. We proceed up the hill 
toward the settlement, as far as the 
police and soldiers will let us go. 
Then, we each make a little speech, 
saying in a variety of ways: "You 
have taken this family's land; you 
seem to forever want more; so 
here-here is more land for you." 
Then we d mp our buckets at their 
feet. This is a prophetic, symbolic 
action, similar to protests made by 
the Hebrew prophet . It is also in 
the spirit of Jesus' instructions to 
turn the other cheek, give your 
cloak as well as your coat, and go 
the second mile. (Matt. 5:38-41) A 
rabbi and several other Jews spoke 
against the injustice and about their 
respect for the Palestinian people. 

When my turn came, I dwnped 
my bucket and said: "The soil 
belongs to God and it is sacr d. To 
tear it up with bulldozers is a acri
lege. To cultivate it to produce food 
and beauty is a godly act. This fam
ily is doing God's will here in this 
valley, and to take their land, 
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destroy their crops, and keep them 
in fear is a crime against them and 
against God." 

The farmer, Abdel Jawad, had 
brought a branch of one of his 
uprooted olive trees and stuck it in 
the heap of soil from our buckets, 
while making an impassioned 
speech about all the abuse that had 
been heaped on him and his family. 
At the end, he invited all those 
assembled to have a cup of tea at 
his home. We all went-Palestinian, 
Jew, and Christian-and 30 or 40 of 
us sat in his yard while his grand
daughters served us tea. 

Soon an Israeli army jeep came 
up his driveway, the soldiers saying 
they were concerned about the safe
ty of the Israelis present and 
demanding that they leave, because 
the head of Rabbis for Human 
Rights had actually received death 
threats from the settlers. Atta Jabber 
came out of his father's house with 
two cups of tea on a tray and 
offered them to the soldiers. This 
was an act of reconciliation by a 
Muslim who, whether or not he 
had ever heard the saying of Jesus, 
"Love your enemies," was certainly 
acting in that spirit. But the soldiers 
refused to accept it. 

Our Israeli friends soon left, 
and we CPTers then said our good
byes and made our way by taxi 
back to our apartment in Hebron. 
There, we sat down at the comput
er and sent out news releases, pho
tos taken on our digital camera, and 
action alerts to media and our con
stituency all over the world. News 
stories about our action appeared 
that night on Palestinian TV and 
the next day in the Arabic newspa
pers in Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. Story and pictures were post
ed on our CPT website and E
mailed across the world. Our action 
alert called on people in the United 
States and Canada to send packets 
of soil to Israeli consulates and 
embassies and to leaders in the 



Left: Abdel Jawad amid his family 's grapevines. Above: Tony Nasser on his land. Clearly 
visible on the landscape is the road cut through his land by impinging Israeli settlers. 

Israeli, US, and Canadian govern
ments, urging an end to the confis
cation of Palestinian land. (Under 
the Barak administration, more 
Palestinian land was confiscated 
than has been returned through the 
peace process.) 

CPT is an initiative of 
Mennonite, Brethren, and Quaker 
churches that support violence
reduction teams around the world. 
The membership includes United 
Methodists and Roman Catholics as 
well. We have maintained a peace
making presence in Hebron since 
1995, at the invitation of the mayor. 

To Love the Lord and the Land 
Tony Nasser was a student of mine 
at Bethlehem Bible College the 
semester I taught there as a volun
teer. At 25, he was mature and 
devoted to his studies. He had a 
clear call to ministry and was work
ing with youth at the Christmas 
Lutheran Church in Bethlehem. 

One day he took me to see his 
land-situated on a hilltop south of 
Bethlehem, with a spectacular view 
of a countryside rich in biblical his
tory. It was surrounded by Israeli 
settlements-all encroaching on his 
ancestral land. 

Tony's uncle had lived in a cave 
on this land, farming it for 50 years. 

He had remained a bachelor 
because, as Tony told me, he said if 
he got married, he would be tempt
ed to love his wife more than the 
land. This spoke volumes about 
how much ancestral land can mean 
to Palestinian farmers. 

Tony and his two brothers had 
put fences and locked gates around 
their land but never knew when 
they went out to work it whether 
these barriers would be knocked 
down and more land taken by the 
settlers. Tony had left his watchdog 
there, but it was stolen by the set
tlers, and we could hear it barking 
in the distance when he arrived
somehow aware that its master was 
nearby. He had left his horse there 
to graze, but it had been shot by the 
settlers. Helicopters patrolled over
head to make sure that Tony and 
his brothers did not complete the 
small barn they had started. 

They have deeds for this land, 
both from the Ottoman Empire and 
the British Mandate. But when they 
took these documents to the Israeli 
court to prove ownership, they 
were told: "You have these papers 
all right, but we have papers from 
God!" This assertion was a refer
ence to the Old Testament promise 
of the land to the Jews. It showed 
no regard for the rights of families 

who had bought the land, lived on 
it, and loved it for generations. 

When I visited Bethlehem two 
years later, while doing violence
prevention work with Christian 
Peacemaker Teams in Hebron, I 
saw Tony again. He was engaged to 
Nisreen, another of my students, 
and they were soon to be married. 

When Tony took me to his farm 
this time, he pointed across the val
ley to where the settlers had cut a 
road through his land, planted their 
crops in some of his fields, fenced 
off a section to keep him out, and 
erected temporary housing for new 
Israeli families. When his brother 
had protested the theft of his land, 
it was he-not the settlers-who 
was arrested by the Israeli police. 

Such is the lot of Palestinians in 
the West Bank today. They have lit
tle hope that the Israeli government 
and courts will provide them jus
tice. They have little hope that the 
so-called "peace process" will 
return their confiscated land, 
restore their demolished houses, 
give them free access to Jerusalem 
(which is their holy city, too), or 
allow millions of refugees the right 
of return to their ancestral homes. 

Having seen the nonviolent 
intifada (uprising) of a decade ago 
produce nothing, many young 
Palestinians see no alternative but 
to resort to violence. But not Tony 
and Nisreen. Although their land 
and livelihood are threatened, the 
hope of these young adults lies not 
in material fortunes but in their 
relationship with Jesus Christ, their 
call to Christian service, and 
Christ's promise: "I am with you 
always, to the end of the age." 
(Matt. 28:20b) 0 

Dr. Douglas E. Wingeier is Emeritus 
Professor of Practical TheolOglJ at 
Garrett Evangelical Theological 
Seminan; in Evanston, Illinois. 
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efore coming to Wesley United Methodist 
Church, I didn't know that these kinds of big
scale 'mochi-tsuki' existed," said the Rev. Junichi 

Tsukamoto. Tsukamoto is from Japan, where mochi
tsuki, a pounded rice cake, is a traditional food for New 
Year's. In the past, all Japanese families made their own 
mochi-tsuki at home, but today it is often factory-made 
and sold in stores. The traditional rice cake is made by 
steaming and pounding the sweet rice. The dough cre
ated by the process is then cut into small cakes. "When 
we eat this, we symbolically celebrate happiness and 
hope for a long life," explained Tsukamoto. "That is 
why we eat mochi for New Year's." 

When Wesley United Methodist Church in San 
Jose, California, makes mochi-tsuki, it takes three days 
and the help of many members of the congregation. 
They start with approximately 4000 pounds of rice, 
which they wash and steam. After pounding, rolling, 
and cutting, the rice circles are dried and finally pack
aged. Wesley UMC sells about 100,000 mochi between 
Christmas and New Year's Day. Proceeds from the sale 

A member of Wesley UMC cooks in the traditional way. 

are added to the church's operating budget for the next 
year. The church is located in San Jose's Japantown sec
tion, an ideal market for the mochi-tsuki sale. 

Making mochi-tsuki also has the benefit of bring
ing the two congregations of Wesley UMC together for 
fellowship and a common purpose. The 800-member 
church has an English-speaking congregation, led by 
senior pastor Mariellen Sawada Yoshino, and a 
Japanese-speaking congregation, or Nichigo-Bu, led by 
the Rev. Junichi Tsukamoto. Most of the English-speak
ing members of the congregation are Asian Americans. 
The Japanese-speaking congregation has about 40 to 50 
members. The church also employs a third pastor, the 
Rev. Wendy Komori Stager, who is the minister of 
Christian education and spiritual nurture. 

A Hundred-Year History 
Wesley United Methodist Church of San Jose traces its 
origin to 1895. At that time, Japanese immigrants began 
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meeting for Christian fellowship in California's Santa 
Clara Valley. Most were men who worked in 
California's fruit orchards-part of the wave of 
Japanese immigration to the United States after the 
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 created a need for new 
low-wage workers. In 1907, when Japan promised to 
halt unrestricted emigration of its citizens to the United 
States in a "Gentleman's Agreement" with President 
Theodore Roosevelt, some Japanese wives and children 
were allowed to leave Japan; but the ratio between new 
male and female Japanese immigrants in the United 
States was 9 to 1. Then in 1924, a new US immigration 
law banned all Chinese and Japanese immigration. So, 
since California law forbade marriage between Asians 
and Caucasian Americans, most Japanese men in San 
Jose's Japantown remained single. 

For most of its history, Wesley UMC has served 
people of Japanese ancestry-both immigrants from 
Japan and successive generations born in the United 
States. Originally the church was a mission outpost of 
the Methodist Church. From 1949 to 1964, it was a 
member of the Pacific Japanese Provisional Conference. 
Then in 1964 it became part of the San Jose District of 
the California-Nevada Annual Conference. 

Through the grace of God, the church survived the 
World War II years of the 1940s, when the pastor and 
members were removed from San Jose to internment 
camps far from the West Coast. The church was closed, 
but, according to Masami Ishikawa, the lay leader of 
the Japanese-speaking congregation, the Methodists 
"kept the church for us." In fact, the church was used to 
store the possessions of a number of interned Japanese, 
since they were forced to pack up with very little notice 
and were allowed to take only 150 pounds of posses
sions with them to the camps. Almost all of 
Japantown's 53 businesses closed during the wartime 
internment, when most of the community was relocat
ed to Heart Mountain in Wyoming. Meanwhile, the 
Christians in the internment camps continued worship 
services with Japanese pastors. "Then, after the war, 
they came back [to San Jose] and started again," noted 
Ishikawa. Within three years, 40 businesses and 100 
families reestablished themselves. Wesley Church 
reopened. While many Japanese American neighbor
hoods along the West Coast were lost after internment, 
San Jose's Japantown was rebuilt. 

Today, descendants of the early Japanese immi
grants continue to live in Japantown and in the greater 
San Jose area. They were joined by more immigrants 
after World War II and, over the past 20 years, by an 
influx of Japanese businesses and workers with their 
families. Wesley UMC, which conducts services and 
classes in English and Japanese, found the need to 

reach out to "newcomers" from Japan. A program for 
newcomers called "Saffron Kai" was established in 
1980. It provided fellowship, mainly for Japanese 
women who came to the United States with their hus
bands and children. In 1997, Wesley UMC hired the 
Rev. Tsukamoto from the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan) to lead the historic Japanese-language 
congregation. 

"The English-speaking congregation has made a 
serious commitment to keep our Japanese-speaking 
congregation solid," stated Kazuko Tengon, Wesley's 
English-speaking congregation lay leader. "We are one 
church. We've always included the Japanese-speaking 
ministries as part of the mission statement of the 
Wesley United Methodist Church." 

Above: It takes approximately 4000 pounds of rice to make the 
mochi-tsuki to sell for New Year 's. Top: A member of Weslei; UMC 
prepares the rice for steaming. 
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Beyond the Local Church 
Mission, according to senior pastor Mariellen Sawada 
Yoshino, is part of Wesley UMC's everyday life. "That's 
a part of who we are," Sawada Yoshino noted. "For 60 
years we were on missionary support from the denom
ination and we remember that. Now, we are able to 
support ourselves and to share in missional giving." 

The church has a covenant relationship with three 
missionaries assigned by the General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM) to serve in Japan: Judith Newton, 
Claudia Genung Yamamoto, and Toshimasa 
Yamamoto. In the near future, Wesley plans to support 
an international person in mission in Peru, Ghana, or 
Mozambique, becoming a Global Mission Partner. In 
many other ways, the church's mission giving is simi
lar to many other United Methodist churches across the 
connection. The congregation takes part in the annual 
Church World Service CROP Walk. It supports Heifer 
Project International and Habitat for Humanity, pro
viding funds and volunteers for work sites. 

The church also supports local projects through 
ecumenical and neighborhood channels, such as a 
homeless shelter, a convalescent hospital, and a service 
project within the community. Often, too, Wesley UMC 
responds to appeals from the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR), givmg to Turkey 
earthquake relief, Hurricane Mitch relief, Taiwan earth
quake relief, and emergency funds for Kosovo. Funds 
to support the church's mission projects are generated 
through two main events: a Hawaiian-style luau and a 
golf tournament that brings in about $8000 annually. 
"We're so much involved in mission," said Sawada 
Yoshino, "we don' t even realize that we are a part of the 
United Methodist Advance for Christ and His Church. 
It's a natural thing." 

Sawada Yoshino, who is the daughter of Methodist 
missionaries Ben and Lily Sawada, was born in Japan 
and grew up in the Southeastern Jurisdiction in the 
United States, becoming familiar with the GBGM 
before she was ordained as a United Methodist pastor. 
She served as a US-2 after she graduated from college, · 
working in Des Moines, Iowa, at the Inner City 
Cooperative Parish . 

Wesley UMC is also conscious of growth within its 
congregation and the passing of responsibility from 
one generation to the next. At present, regular worship 
attendance for the English-speaking congregation is 
about 275-just the number the sanctuary can handle. 
But when holidays occur or special events are held, the 
church overflows with people. The Rev. Wendy Komori 
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Stager stays in touch with Wesley's student population. 
"I'm doing conversations with them over the E-mail," 
Komori Stager explained. "We're sending CARE pack
ages to them at college (home-baked goodies and other 
items from home), and we gather them together when 
they come home for Thanksgiving or Christmas." 

Katsumi Hikido, the administrative board chair for 
Wesley UMC, has been active in the church for 49 years. 
"When I came to this church in the mid-1950s, our 
fathers and their generation were still running the 
church," he explained. "But instead of holding onto 
their power, they cautiously 
turned it over to the younger /I 
generation, so the young adults 

Opposite, page 30, and above: Members of the congregations 
come together to cook, prepare, weigh, and package the mochi-tsuki 
for the annual pre-New Year's sale in San Jose, California. 

could become the leaders of the church. I always 
remember that. So, when they asked me to serve again, 
I said: 'I'll give it one more shot.' I figure I will try to use 
this year to help build the leadership for the future. 
This church has always had good leaders, and I want to 
leave it with good leaders." 

Joe Yasutake, who chairs the Council on Ministries, 
agreed. He added: "As a generation of Japanese 
Americans goes on, there are more and more changes. 
The kids are marrying into other cultures, and I think 
we need to be inclusive. I think the congregation is 
going to change-not just over the next five years, but 
continually, for 10, 15, or 20 years. I think we need to 
include people from the community and become more 
multicultural as time goes on." 

Breaking Down the Walls 
The annual mochi-tsuki-making event provides an 
opportunity for Wesley UMC that encompasses more 
than just fundraising. It is a chance for the whole 
church to work together on a project. It is a chance for 
cultural learning and for passing on a time-honored 
tradition from one generation to the next. It is a chance 
to break down the walls that exist between the young 
and the old, between Japanese newcomers and second-, 
third-, and fourth-generation Japanese Americans. 

Junichi Tsukamoto remembered an image that 
made an impact on his understanding. "I experienced 
the earthquake in Kobe," he said. "There were a lot of 
houses with broken walls everywhere and the church 
walls were crumbled too. In Japan, the church has very 
high walls that divide the community, separating those 
who are inside the church from those who are outside. 
But as I saw 100 community people living in our church 
(which was one of the shelters set up for survivors), 
suddenly this broken wall became a very good symbol. 
After the earthquake, there was nothing dividing us, 
nothing that defined who was inside the church or who 
was outside. We were all there, together, standing in the 
rubble of the broken walls. We all worked together to 
help each other during this time of crisis. 

"I saw the hope and future of the church in the bro
ken church wall. We have many kinds of walls to break 
down. We have a hard time when we start defining 
who is inside the church and who is outside. Our 
church should break the walls. We can serve the people 
of the church, the community, the state, and the United 
States and also people of other countries." 0 

Christie R. House is the associate editor of New World 
Outlook. Many thanks to Russell Scott for bringing this 
story to our attention and to Mariellen Sawada Yoshino for 
her kind response and assistance. 
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In the year 2000, Sat Tal Christian Ashram celebrated its 
seventieth anniversary. The word ashram comes from 
Sanskrit and literally means 11toil, penance, or austerity." 
In Hinduism, it denotes the secluded residence of a religi.ous 
community and its spiritual leader. Since Sat Tal's founding 
by the Rev. Dr. E. Stanley Jones in 1930, the Christian 
ashram movement has grown to include 100 ashrams 
across India as well as ashrams in 38 other countries 
around the world. Now, as we enter the twenty-first cen
tury and pause to ponder effective mission methods of the 
past, we recognize the pioneering contributions of a 
Methodist missionary, the Rev. Dr. E. Stanley Jones, in 
presenting Christian mission in an indigenous context. 



of pri tine oak gentl 
wander r to find ola 

al ng th pathway. Rid ge clad 
with I gant pin t mpt thew ar 
mortal with th p rfect pea that 
r ign upr me. Today one can still 
di o er the profound f eling xp -
ri nc d by Dr. E. tanley Jones 70 

ar ag at th Sat Tai A hram in 
th f othill of the Himalaya 
Mountain in n rthem India. 

Dr. Jon s had arrived in India 
a an Am ri an Methodi t 
mi i nary in 1907. After 
eight year f rv1c at 
Lu know and nearby 
itapur, he uffered from 

d pr ion and a piritual 
crisis that fr quently drove 
him to th nearb Sat Tai 

tat . There, he found peace 
and h aling. But ach time 
h r tum d to the plains, his 
health prob! m r curred. 
D pite thi ob tacle, Jones 
wa d ply committed to 
proclaim hri t to Hindu 
India . 

a lmo t impos ibl to ontinu . 
Aft r a year in the Unit c;i tat , 
Jon returned to India only to suf
f rs era! collap e . 

ven after ompl t r t in the 
hills, Jones felt that he could not 
continue because of po r health . 
Recalling that time in his life, he 
wrote: "Unless I got help from 
om w here, I would ha e to giv 

up my mi ionary career, go back to 
Am rica, and go to work on a farm 

to b - frank in sharing his meaning 
and purpo e with his h arer ; to 
make no attack on anyone's reli
gion; and to pr s nt Christ in a pos
itive way, fr from any Western 
a sumption of superiority. He did 
not shirk from answering uncom
fortable questions, and he invited 
non-Chri tian leaders to presid 
over his m tings. hristianity was 
not defined as Western Civilization. 
To be h.ristian is to follow Christ, 

he said, and Christ must be 
interpret d through experi-

nce rath r than argument. 
He dropped the term 
Christianity from his 
announcements, since it is 
not found in Scripture, and 
he presented Christ in an 
Indian setting. 

Sat Tal Ashram 
Sob gan the saga of setting 
up the Sat Tal Chri tian 
Ashram. Sat Tai mean 
"seven lakes," and the place 
xud s peace and charm. 

r1 e ening, after a 
game oft nni at th Sitapur 

lub, which Jone had tart
d a a place where ducated 

non- hri tians could m et to 
di u r ligi u and spiritu
al matter , a l ading Hindu 

Opposite, page 32: A view of tlte Himalaya Mountains, the 
backdrop for Sat Tai Christian Ashram. Above: St. jol111 's 
Church 011 the at Tai estate 

In 1930, eyebrows were 
raised among the Indian 
nationalist , intelligentsia at 
the idea that a Western 
Ch.ri tian missionary was to 
set up an Indian Chri tian 

gov mm nt official a ked him: 
"Why ha e ou missionari gon 

nly to the memb rs of th low 
ca t ? Why ha en't you come to u 
a well? W want you if you will 
com in th right way." This in ita
tion brought Jone new hope, as he 
had alr ad been thinking of way 
to pr nt Je u Christ to the du
ca ted in an India with an age-old 
religiou and piritual h ritage. 

Thi ta k of preaching Chri t to 
Hindu India while India wa going 
thr ugh a peri d of national cri i 

a a challenge. There wa gr at 
antagoni m t ward We terner . 

i n Jon ' p r i tent n rvou 
exhau tion and fatigue, he found it 

to try to regain m hea lth. It was 
one of my darke t hour ." 

At that time, Jon was meeting 
at C ntral Methodi t Church in 
Lalbagh, Lucknow. He was praying 
when a voice spoke to him, dis
pelling all his doubts and di tre s. 
" If you will turn that over to me 
and not worry about it, I will take 
care of it," the oice told him. Dr. 
Jone f lt peace pervad hi being. 
He felt pos es ed by hri t himself. 

A New Method of Mission 
Empowered with new zea l, Dr. 
Jone laid down a meticulous 
method of mis ion work. He 
ob erved the following principles: 

ash.ram in the Himalayas to 
bring Christ to India. Their su pi
cions were justified. At this time, it 
was believed that the United State 
wanted to impo e its own civiliza
tion and religion, along with it 
racial prejudices and imperiali m, 
on Hindu India in the guise of 
propagating Christianity. 

Despite such suspicion and 
critici m, Dr. E. Stanley Jones; the 
Rev. Yunas Singh, an Indian pastor; 
and Ethel Turner, an Anglican rnis-
ionary, established the Sat Tal 

Christian A hram in 1930 near the 
beautiful ummer re ort of 

ainital. That ashram has served a 
a piritual storehouse for 70 years, 
off ring people of diverse faiths 
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as "brother" or "sister." 
Brother Stanley felt that 
all people should be 
given the opportunity to 
open up to the Spirit of 
Jesus so they might be 
transformed. 

Originally, Sat Tal 
was part of a tea estate 
of more than 1300 acres. 
In 1860, the government 
of India had introduced 
tea plants from China 
into the region. How
ever, there was no tea 
plantation in the Sat Tai 
valley. In November 
1866, India's secretary of 
state sold the whole tea 
estate to Thomas Oldham 
and Richard Vicars Boyle. 
The estate changed 
hands a few more times 
until it was bought from 
A. C. Evans by Stanley 
Jones, with a little help 
from the Rev. Theodore 
C. Badley, brother of 
Bishop Brenton T. Badley. 

A participant holds up three fingers, symbolizing the 
Holy Trinity, to express the motto "Jesus is Lord." 

The Indian Christ 
The idea of presenting 
Christ to India in an 

from many countries the opportu
nity to experience the Spirit of 
Christ in India. It stands today as a 
true memorial to the honest inten
tions of Christian missionary work 
in India. 

Christian outreach to the upper 
classes must have seemed naive 
and perhaps inappropriate to the 
other missionaries working in 
India. 'They were preoccupied with 
work among the poor, low-caste, 
and illiterate segments of society, 
trying to help the poor and unedu
cated gain human dignity. But how 
much more effective might this 
work be if the educated upper 
classes of India also joined in the 
struggle for justice? At the Sat Tal 
Ashram, all people were addressed 

Indian setting was Jones's passion. 
He succeeded to a great extent in 
creating awareness among both the 
elite Hindus and the ordinary peo
ple. He believed the message of 
Christ could be discerned by the 
people of India, with their 4000 
years of Hindu religious and cul
tural heritage, only if it were com
municated in the right context. 

Jones also stressed the concept 
of the Kingdom of God in the here 
and now. "Unless Christianity 
becomes more truly Indian and 
more truly Christian," he observed, 
"it will not make much headway 
into the soul of India. In the 
ashram, we try to produce the 
Indian spirit, or rather, to let the 
Indian spirit have full play." 
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For Brother Stanley, the ashram 
meant a forest retreat where not 
only Christians but also people of 
all faiths could live in fellowship in 
a common quest for the experience 
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. It was 
his desire that fellowship, or the 
Greek word koinonia, should be put 
back into the Christian church. He 
visualized koinonia, as mentioned in 
the Acts of the Apostles, as becom
ing the soul of the church in India. 
To him, the Christian ashram was a 
means of recapturing koinonia in an 
indigenous way and then extend
ing it to organized churches. He 
also pioneered the Round Table 
Conference, an interfaith forum in 
which educated Hindus, Sikhs, 
Jains, and Muslims all took part and 
expressed their opinions frankly. 

A friend of mine was talking to a 
Brahrnin [upper-class Hindu] 
gentleman when the Brahrnin 
turned to him and said: "I don't 
like the Christ of your creeds and 
the Christ of your churches." 

My friend replied: "Then 
how would you like the Christ of 
the Indian road?" 

The Brahmin thought a 
moment, mentally picturing the 
Christ of the Indian road. He saw 
him ... seated by the wayside with 
the crowds about him, healing 
blind men who felt their way to 
him, putting his hands upon the 
heads of the lepers who fell to his 
feet, announcing good tidings of 
the Kingdom to stricken folks. 
He saw him staggering up a lone 
hill with a broken heart and 
dying upon a wayside cross ... but 
rising triumphantly and walking 
on that road again. 

He suddenly turned to my 
friend and earnestly said: "I 
could love and follow the Christ 
of the Indian road." 

-From The Christ of the 
Indian Road by E. Stanley Jones 
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Being the Kingdom of God 
The Christian ashram is one place 
where the followers of Christ must 
demonstrate that "the Word 
became flesh." So the ashram is not 
a conference center or a place of 
retreat but an attempt, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to be 
the Kingdom in a real way. The 
Kingdom of God is a classless soci
ety and it is colorblind. There are no 
external barriers of class, age, creed, 
race, denomination, religion, or 
faith. In the ashram, one frees one
self from all negative emotions, 
such as resentment, fear, worry, 
anxiety, self-preoccupation, guilt, 
and a feeling of emptiness. Then 
one is open to receive the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ and experience a new 
life of peace and harmony. This 
spiritual state provides a solid 
foundation for true fellowship with 
others, making possible a miniature 
"Kingdom of God" on earth. 

An ideal atmosphere in which 
to experience the Spirit of God is 
provided for every participant in 
carefully drawn-up activities, from 
the beginning to the close of the 
two-week ashram session. The 
experience starts with the Open 
Heart Session the first day, in which 
individual participants state their 
inner needs or expectations. This is 
followed by the prayer vigil, prayer 

great transformations into people 
filled with the compassion .and love 
of Jesus Christ. 

An ashram is a healing of 
mind, spirit, and body in love. It is 
an invitation to have "a vacation 
with God." 

Brother Stanley often said that, 
at the ashram: "we are not to find an 
answer, but we must be the 
answer," that is, be the Kingdom of 
God ourselves. He often quoted 
Matthew 6:33: "But seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God and his righteous
ness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you ." Brother Stanley 
focused attention on realizing the 
Kingdom of God here and now. 

The Christian ashram issues a 
call for every Christian to rediscov
er the purpose and 
meaning of life. An 
ashram experience can 
offer direction to find 
the way and enable one 
to experience the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ. It contin
ues as a living witness 
both to the churches 
and to the general pub
lic. Today, the chief 
acharya, or the teacher
mentor, of the Sat Tal 
Christian Ashram and 
also the president of the 
United Ashram Move-

groups, family meeting, healing ment is Bishop James K. 
service, silence from 10 

P.M. to 7 A.M., morning Below: Bishop Stanley Downes. Right: A 
devotions, and Bible young participant at the Sat Tai Ashram. 
study. Then, on the final 
day, there is the Morn
ing of the Overflowing 
Heart, a kind of testimo
ny meeting about what 
God has done to meet 
one's needs. This is the 
greatest period of the 
ashram, when the par
ticipants share their 
wonderful experiences, 
their encounter with the 
Spirit of God, and their 

Mathews. Bishop Mathews is a 
retired bishop of The United 
Methodist Church in the United 
States. His wife, Eunice Jones 
Mathews, the daughter of E. 
Stanley and Mabel Jones, supports 
him in keeping alive the Christian 
ashram tradition not only in India 
but around the world. 0 

Dr. J. S. Murthy, an occasional contrib
utor to New World Outlook, is in 
communications at Rani Durgavati 
University and is guest lecturer in 
Indian philosophy at Leonard Theo
logical College, a Methodist-related 
seminary in f abalpur, India . 
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by Christie R. House 
"T he problem of Sierra Leone is not poverty," said Bishop Joseph C. Humper of the United Methodist Church 

in Sierra Leone--although Sierra Leone does have the distinction of being the poorest country in the world 
as a result of its nine-year rebel war. "The problem is bad management." Bishop Humper spoke at the Church 
Center for the United Nations at a briefing that was cosponsored by the General Board of Global Ministries and 
the World Conference on Religion and Peace. Humper shared the briefing with a Muslim cleric from Sierra Leone, 
Alhaji Usman Nurudin Sahid Jah, who agreed with the bishop's assessment of the situation. 

"This is not a religious war. This is not a regional war. This is not a tribal war," Alhaji Jah insisted. "This is an 
economic war. And it is waged by Charles Taylor in Liberia to steal the diamonds of Sierra Leone and plunge its 
people deeper and deeper into abject poverty." 

"If it is a war to liberate the people of Sierra Leone, as the rebels would like us to believe, then why are 95 per
cent of the people whom the rebels are killing the very people the rebels say they are trying to liberate?" asked 
Bishop Humper. 

Since 1991, three military coups in Sierra Leone have ousted sitting presidents. In 1997, the latest military coup 
removed the democratically elected president, Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. The coup was met with widespread inter
national condemnation. Armed intervention by Nigerian forces under the banner of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) restored Kabbah as president in 1998. In retaliation, rebel forces of the 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) mounted a deadly counteroffensive that killed thousands of people and left 
many more maimed and wounded. Stories of men, women, and children who were mutilated or killed are well 
documented. Both the bishop and the alhaji were forced to flee at times, with hundreds of thousand of other 
refugees. But both returned to continue the struggle for peace. 
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The lnterreligious Council 
"One of our greate t treasures in 
Sierra L one is that p ople of differ
ent religious faiths do get along 
with each other and work together 
for the development of the corm
try," said Jah. One of the major 
organizations working for peace in 
the We t African cormtry is the 
Interreligious Council of Sierra 
Leone, a chapter of the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace. 
Bishop Humper is the president of 
the Interreligious Council and 
Alhaji Jah is a member of its 
Council of Presidents . The 
Interreligious Cormcil represents 19 
of the major Christian denomina
tions in Sierra Leone, including the 
Roman Catholic Church, and the 
nine major Muslim organizations in 
the cormtry. "When we 
speak," noted Humper, 
"we speak for all of 
Sierra Leone." 

Eventually, President Kabbah 
did meet with the rebel .leaders in 
Lome, Togo, after the Interreligious 
Council convinced him to release 
the RUF leader from prison to 
attend the meeting. The peace bro
kered by the Lome agreement has 
been fragile and infringed upon by 
the RUF, but it has formed the form
dation for a cessation of hostilities. 

"Conflict Diamonds" 
The Interreligious Cormcil has also 
worked to find a solution to the 
problem of the illegal diamond 
trade that fuels the conflict. 
Interreligious Council leaders met 
with Charles Taylor, the chief rebel 
leader in Liberia's civil war and 
now president of Liberia. The meet
ing was made possible with the 

The Interreligious Cormcil has 
asked the United Nations to put 
pressure on the diamond compa
nies to stop illegal activities by ban
ning the sale of conflict diamonds 
worldwide. In addition, after the 
signing of the Lome Peace Agree
ment, the UN Security Cormcil 
established the United Nations 
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAM
SIL) to assist in the implementation 
of disarmament. UNAMSIL is an 
international peacekeeping force. 

On November 10, 2000, a new 
cease-fire agreement was reached 
in Abuja, Nigeria, between the 
Sierra Leonean government and the 
RUF, brokered by ECOWAS. The 
RUF agreed to a cease-fire and the 
immediate return of all weapons 
and ammunition previously seized. 

When asked about the 
new agreement, Bishop 
Humper and Alhaji Jah 
expressed guarded opti
mism. The RUF doesn't 
have a very good record 
for keeping agreements, 
but the Abuja agreement 
was backed up with the 
arrival of British Marines 
in Freetown. 

"Politicians alone 

The Interreligious 
Cormcil asks for peace. In 
light of the ruthless 
massacres that occurred 
after the presidency 
was re tored, President 
Kabbah was reluctant to 
meet with the rebel on 
any terms. But leaders 
of the Interreligious 
Council encouraged 
Kabbah to reconsider. At 
the same time, religious 
organizations began to 

Opposite, p. 36: United Methodist Bishop Joseph C. Humper of Sierra 
Leone. Above: A/haji Usman Nurudin Sahid ]ah and Bishop Joseph C. 
Hum per with Patrick HmJford, assistant of UN Secretan; General Kofi Annan. 

cannot bring peace," 
said Bishop Humper. 
"Peace must be worked 
out hand in hand with 
the religious community. 
The people want peace. 

reach out to the RUF members, 
offering food and humanitarian 
aid. Because so many religious 
bodies were involved, their repre
sentatives could safely go rmarmed 
into the rebel strongholds. The 
rebels, too, were people of Sierra 
Leone, and the religious organiza
tions would not abandon them. 
Support for the Interreligious 
Council came from the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace 
and from the United Methodi t 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

help of the United Methodist 
Church in Liberia. Though Taylor 
denied any involvement in Sierra 
Leone, Liberia has been exporting 
far more diamonds than it pro
duces, according to The Heart of the 
Matter: Sierra Leone, Diamonds, and 
Security, published by the Laurier 
Centre for Military Strategic and 
Disarmament Studies in Canada. 
Legitimate diamond companies 
have been buying the "conflict dia
monds" -or, as Bishop Humper 
describes them, ''blood diamonds." 

With the help of the religious com
munity and the United Nations, it 
will come. But the time to act is 
now, before the quest for diamonds 
topples other West African corm
tries. The United Nations cannot 
allow this to happen." 

"Most of all, right now, we 
need your prayers," said Alhaji Jah. 
"You cannot know how much they 
help us in Sierra Leone." D 

Christie R. House is the Associate 
Editor of New World Outlook. 
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Buttery, Aaron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 16 
Byrd, Lynda ................ ... . .... ........ .... •......... jan.-Feb. 22 
Campbell- elson, john .............................. . .... July-Aug. 20 
Cansino, Regina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 38 
Caring, Connecting, Creating in One Spirit: Bible Study on 1 

Corinthians 12:4-31; Moseley, Diana Amanda ................ Mar.-Apr. 4 
Caring Connection, The: l11stitutional Ministries in the 

United States . . . . ....................................... Jul.-Aug. 4 
Celebrating Roger Sadler; Graham, Alma ............. .. ....... Ma r.-Apr. 23 
Centcm; in Mission, A: A Supplement to New World Outlook ....... pring 2000 
C/Jallenges We Face, The; Agtarap, Bener B ..................... Sept.-Oct. 37 

Ch ildren 
Caring Connection, I11e: lnstit11tio11al Ministries in the 

United States; Hou e, Christie R .. ..................... July-Aug. 4-19 
Church and Civic Partnerships: The Scl1ool-C/111rc/1 Con11ectio11; 

Sigmon, Vickie ....... .. . . ........................... Jan.- Feb. 38 
Hope for tl1e Children of Africa ........................... May-June 1-48 
Ordinary Resurrections: Childrm i11 the Years of Hope; 

Wilkinson, Brenda, rev ............................... July-Aug. 40 
See also AFRICA 

Christian Conu111111ity in Urban Co11texts; Wright, Elliott ........... Jan .-Feb. 44 
C/111rc/1 and Civic Partnerships: I11e Sc/Jool-C/111rc/1 Connection; 

Sigmon, Vickie ......................... .. .............. jan.-Feb. 3 

Church Growth See EVANGELIZATION/CHURCH GROWTH 

C/111rcl1 Growth in Multicultural Congregations; Early, Tracy . . . . . . . pt.-Oct. 24 
Church of Many Cultures, A; Wright, Elliott ............ . ........ Jan.-Feb. I 0 
Coleman, John .. .................... May-June 25; pt.-Oct. 12, 2 , 43, +I 
Coming of Age in the Philippines: Shared Mission 

Focus on Young People; Cansino, Regina, and 
Aniceto "Jun" Villalon ...........................•..... ov.-Dec. 

Community and Ins titutional Min i trie 
Caring Co11nection , The: Institutional Mini tries in the 

Un ited States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jul -Aug. 4 
Community Centers (photo essay); House, hri tie R ......... Jul -Aug. 14 
Getting To Know Ille Co1111111111ity, onnelly, Joe D . . . . . . . . . . . . pt.- t. 1 
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Justice for Imm igrants at New York's Chinese 
United Methodist Clrnrc/1; Guest, Kenneth James ... ... .... Mar.-Apr. 26 

Mother Wleh's Orplrnnage and the Bishop Craig Home in Liberia; 
Coleman, John ...................... . ............. .. May-June 25 

Neighbor to Neighbor: Neig/1bor/10od Center of the Cen tral PA 
Conference; House, Christie R. ...... .. ............... .. . July-Aug. 9 

New Comm1111ity Clrnllenges Old Ways, A: Marcy-Newbern; 
Association; House, Christie R. .............. . . .. ....... July-Aug. 16 

Seattle Su111 111ers-Atlantic Street Center in Full Gear; House, 
Christie R .................. .. ... .. .... .... ....... ... . July-Aug. 5 

Comm11111ty Centers (photo essay); House, Christie R. . ...... .... Jul.-Aug. 14 
Congregational Transformation Through the Discovery 

Ch 11rch foumey; Bass, Deborah E ........... ... ......... .. . Sept.-Oct. 14 
Connelly, Joe D ....................................... ... . Sept.-Oct. 18 
Cook, Polly Lassiter . ..... . . . . .... . ..... .. . .. . ... ... ..... .. Nov.-Dec. 9 
Crisis That Cannot Wait , T/Je; Crosson, Lesley ....... . .... .. ..... May-June 6 
Crosson, Lesley ..................................... May-June 6, 28, 38 
Cry of Uganda's Children, The; Anderson, Clyde A. . . .......... . May-June 22 
Cypret, Randy ........ .. .. .. ... ... . .......... . ........... . Jan.-Feb. 18 
Deaconesses: A Movement for Lllywomen (insert) ...... Mar.-Apr. between 20-21 

Democratic Republic of the Congo See AFRICA 

DuBose, Mike ..... ... .... .. .. . . .. . .... ........... . ....... July-Aug.24 
Early, Tracy .................................. . Jan.-Feb. 23, Sept.-Oct. 24 

East Timor See ASIA 

Economics See RURAL CULTVRE/MINlSTRY; UMCOR; URBAN CULTURE/MINISTRY 

Ellinwood, Sue ....................................... ... Nov.-Dec. 34 
Emison, Robert ................................ . ........ .Nov.-Dec. 19 

Europe 
How Youth Involvement Builds Partner Relationships Behueen Churches 

(Lithuania); Rhodes, Philip ........................... Sept.-Oct. 38 
In Mission Together (Eastern Europe); Rabb, Clinton ......... Sept.-Oct. 41 
Mission Intern Remembers Bosnia, A; Godfrey, Jay .... .... ... Nov.-Dec. 4, 6 

Evangelization/Church Growth 
Asesores Help Llltin American Churches Grow; Workman, 

Anna Gail ............................ ... . .... ... ... Sept.-Oct. 35 
Challenges We Face, The; Agtarap, Bener B. . . . . .... . . .... .. . Sept.-Oct. 37 
C/1urch Growth in Multiculhiral Congregations; Early, Tracy . .. . Sept.-Oct. 24 
Congregational Transformation Through the Discovery 

Church journey; Bass, Deborah E ....................... . Sept.-Oct. 14 
Evangelizntion in a New Millennium; Harman, Robert J .. ...... . Sept.-Oct. 4 
Evangelizntion in the Philippines United Methodist Churc/1 ..... . Sept.-Oct. 36 
Getting To Know the Community; Connelly, Joe D ........ ... .. Sept.-Oct.18 
God's Spirit in the City: Church Renewal in Houston; 

Cypret, Randy ... .. ......... ............ ..... ...... .. Jan .-Feb. 18 
How Youth Involvement Builds Partner Relationships 

Behueen Churches; Rhodes, Philip .............. ... ..... . Sept.-Oct. 38 
In Mission Together; Rabb, Clinton ............. . .......... .Sept-Oct. 41 
Making Disciples; Graham, Alma ........................ . . Sept.-Oct. 2 
Ministry With All God's Children (Nashville, TN); Wolf, Janet . .Sept.-Oct. 20 
Offering C/Jrist in the New Millennium; Coleman, John, 

and Keith Rae ..... ...... . . .... .. .. . .......... ... ... Sept.-Oct. 28 
"O for a Thousand Tong11es To Sing!"; Kimbrough, ST, Jr .... . . Sept..-Oct. 32 
Reaching the Unchurched in the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference; Coleman, John ........................ . .... Sept.-Oct 12 
Trends in New Church Development; Parker, Clin ton E .......... Sept.-Oct. 8 
Welcoming Seekers: Diamondhead Church (Mississippi); 

Haak, Elizabeth ..... ..... ................ . .......... . Sept.-Oct.17 

Evangelizntion in a New Millennium; Harman, Robert J .. . ......... Sept.-Oct. 4 
Evangelizntion in the Philippines United Methodist Church ... ...... Sept.-Oct. 36 
Extrum-Femandez, Renae . ... ...... . ...... . ... ... ........ .Nov.-Dec. 11 
Fifty Years and Still Going Strong: The US-2 Program; 

Self, Nancy Grissom, Polly Lassiter Cook, 
M. Sheila McCurdy, Robin M. Hynicka, 
Renae Extrum-Femandez, Julie Faith Parker, 
and Parvina Nadjibula ....... . ..... . ....... ...... .. .... .Nov.-Dec. 8 

General Conference 2000 (photo essay); Du Bose, Mike, 
John C. Goodwin, and Paul Jeffrey ... ....... .. ............ July-Aug 24 

Getting To Know the Community; Connelly, Joe D. . ....... .. .... Sept.-Oct. 18 
Gittens, Betty ......... ........ .. .......... ... ......... ... May-June 36 
God Squad, The; Bushor, Mark .......... ....... ... .......... Nov.-Dec. 22 
God's People in an Urban Culture; Wright, Elliott ... .. .. . . . .... ... Jan.-Feb. 4 

God's Spirit in the City: C/111rch Renewal in Houston;· 
Cypret, Randy ........ .. ...... ......................... Jan.-Feb. 18 

Godfrey, Jay .. ............ . ..... ... .. .. ...... .. . .. ...... . .Nov.-Dec. 6 
Goodwin, John C ........ ......... .... ...... . .... ....... .. July-Aug. 24 
Graham, Alma .. .. ...... . ................. Jan.-Feb. 2; Mar.-Apr. 2, 23, 2'i; 

...... . . ............... ....... May-June 2; Sept.-Oct. 2; Nov.-Dec. 2 
Great joy in the City; Wright, Elliott ......................... .. Jan.-Feb. 45 
Growth in Mission: 1954-1962 (Century in Mission, A) 

.......... ... ... ..... .. . ................. .Spring Supplement 28 
Guest, Kenneth James .... . ...... .. .. ...................... Mar.-Apr. 26 
Haak, Elizabeth . .... ... ... .... .... ...... Jan.-Feb. 34; Sept.-Oct. 17, 43, 44 
Harman, Robert J ..... ... ... ..... ..... . .................... Sept.-Oct. 4 
Harsh, David . .. ... .... ..... ... ......................... .Nov.-Dec. 40 

Hispanic Ministry 
Asesores Help Llltin American Churches Grow; 

Workman, Anna Gail .. ............. .. .... ... ..... .. . Sept.-Oct. 35 
Hispanic Churches in Three Urban Communities; 

Mata, Michael A. ... .. ....... . ...... ., ..... . . . .... . . . .. Jan.-Feb. 30 
Updates on the Mission Mandates ........................... Mar.-Apr. 9 

HTV/AIDS Awareness in Zimbabwe; Gittens, Betty ...... . ....... May-June 36 
Holy Boliiness: New Visions of Urban Ministry; Weist, DarEll T .. 

Brian W. Jackson, and E. Cary Simonton ................... Jan.-Feb. 26 

Homelessness/Housing 
God's Spirit in the City: Church Renewal in Houston; 

Cypret, Randy ................. . ...... ... ...... . ..... Jan.-Feb. 18 
Holy Boldness; Weist, DarEll T., et al. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .... Jan.-Feb. 26 

Home of Hope, The; Kies, Larry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... May-June 37 
Hope for all Seasons (insert) ............ .... ..... .. May-June between 24-25 
House, Christie R. .. ....... .. ........ Mar.-Apr. 8; Ju ly-Aug. 5, 9, 14, 16, 42 
How Youth Involvement Builds Partner Relationships 

Behueen Churches; Rhodes, Philip ..... ...... . ...... .. . Sept.- Oct. 38 

Hunger 
God Squad, The; Bushor, Mark . .. . .. .. ..... ....... .. .... . .Nov.-Dec. 22 
Mission Intern Plants Seeds That Take Root, A; Pierson, Marla . . Nov.-Dec. 30 

Hynicka, Robin M. . . . . ... . ...... .... .. ...••. ....... ..... .Nov.-Dec. 11 
I Was That Child; Rungu, Josepha! 0.A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. May-J une 10 

Immigrants/Immigration 
Justice for Immigrants at New York's Chinese 

United Methodist Ch urch; Guest, Kenneth James ....... . .. Mar.-Apr. 26 
Impact of Urban Cu lture on Rural Comm 11nities, The; Kail, Ed ..... .. Jan.-Feb. 14 
Index 1999 ...... .. ....................................... Mar.-Apr. 30 

India See ASIA 

lnlaselwa, Otieno Alice ........... . ..... ... ... . .. ...... ... . Nov.-Dec. 20 
In Mission Together; Rabb, Clinton ..... .. ....... .. ........... Sept.-Oct. 41 

Inserts 
Deaconesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ Mar.-Apr. between 20-21 
Hope for All Seasons (Hope for the 

Children of Africa) ... .... ...... ............ May-June between 24-25 
Youth & Young Adults: Changing Our World ...... Nov.-Dec. between 24-25 
See also BULLEITIN INSERTS ON MJSSION 

In the Moment; House, Christie R. ............................ July-Aug. 2 
Into All the World: 1900-1919 (Century in Mission, A) ... .Spring Supplement 8 
Into a New Mission Age: 1991-2000 

(Century in Mission, A) .. .......... ....... ... .. .Spring Supplement 40 
Jackson, Brian W. ...... .. ............. . ........... ..... .... Jan.-Feb 28 
Jefferson, Kinmoth W. ..... . . . .. ...... . . .... . . . . . ...... ...... Jan.-Feb. 6 
Jeffrey, Paul ........ .... .... . .... . .... ... .... ............ July-Aug. 24 
Jenkins, Emily Anne .. . . . ................................. Nov.-Dec. 27 
Johnson, Angela ........ ...... . ..................... . .... Nov.-Dec. 14 
Ju stice for Immigrants al New York 's Chinese 

Un ited Methodist Church; Guest, Kenneth James ............. Mar.-Apr. 26 
Justice, Freedom, and Peace: 1963-1972 (Century in Mission, A) 

..... . . ... .... .. ......................... .Spring Supplement 32 
Kabange's Story; Numbi, Kabange, and Sue Ell inwood ......... .Nov.-Dec. 34 
Kai l, Ed ..... .. .. .......................... ............... Jan.-Feb. 14 

Kenya See AFRICA 

Kies, Larry ..... .. ........... . ...... .. ....... ... . . .. . ... . May-June 37 
Kimbrough, ST, Jr. . . .. .............. ..... .. .... .. .... .. . . Sept.-Oct. 32 
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Korean American Ministry 
United Metl1odist Ministries Among Korenn Americnns ......... Mar.-Apr. 20 
Updntes 011 the Mission Mn11dntes ................... . .. .. ... Mar.-Apr. 9 

Leao, Federico .. ...... . .. .. ........... .. .. . .. .. . . ... . .... Nov.-Dec. 15 

Latin America/Caribbean 
Asesores Help Ltitin A111ericn 11 C/111rclies Grow; 

Workman, Anna Gail . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . Sept.-Oct. 15 
Eyes of the Henri (Haiti); Hou e, hris tie R., rev . ... . .... . . .. .July-Aug. 42 
Mission /11tern Plnnts Seeds Timi Tnke Root, A (Braz il); 

Pierson, Marla ........ . .. .. ......................... Nov.-Dec. 30 
Tnles From the Joumey: Globnl justice Volunteers in Armenin 

and Brazil . ....... . . . ............................... . Nou.-Dec. 14 

Liberia See AFRICA 

Lithuania See EUROPE 

Lovelace, John A. ... ............ . ... .. .. ... . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . Mar.-Apr. 12 
Mnki11g Disciples; Graham, Alma ........ . .. .. ... . ..... .. .. . .. Sept.-Oct. 2 
Mata, Michael A ...... . ........ ...... .. . ................... Jan.-Feb. 30 
McCurdy, M. Sheila .... . ........ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... . . .. . Nov.-Dec. 10 
McDermott, Jim .... . .. ............. . ... . .. .. .. .. .. . ...... May-June 32 
Meeting the World's Needs: 1930-1939 (Centun; i11 Mission, A) 

.. ... ... . ..... . ......... .. . .. .. .. ... .. . . . .Spring Supplement 18 

Methodism/Methodist Churches 
God's People in an Urban Culture; Wright, Elliott . .. . . .. ... .. .. . Jan.-Feb. 4 
Stnnding on the Promises (Centun; in Mission, A); 

Thompson, Betty . ... .. .. .. .. ... . . .... . ...... .Spring Supplement 4 
Vision of Sim/om for the City, The; Jeffer on, Kinmoth W. .. . ... .. Jan .-Feb. 6 

Millennium 
Euangelization inn New Millennium; Harman, Robert J . . ..... . . Sept.-Oct. 4 
Mission in the Third Mi/len11iu111 (Centun; in Mission, A); 

Nugent, Randolph W. . ...... . ... . ....... . . . .Spring Supplement 48 
Offering Christ in the New Millennium; Coleman, John, 

and Keith Rae ... .. .. ... . .... .. . . . .... . .... . .... ... . Sept.-Oct. 28 

Ministry With All God's Children; Wolf, Janet .. .. . . . . . ... . . ... . Sept.-Oct. 20 
Miracles Made Possible Through UMCOR in Armenia; 

Whiteside, Wendy, and Judy Wollen . . . . . . .Mar.-Apr. 16 

Missionaries 
Century i11 Mission, A .... . ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. . .Spring Supplement 1-52 
Fifty Years and Still Goi11g Stro11g (US-2s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 8 
Missioners of Hope for the Children of Africa; Crosson, Lesley .. . May-June 28 
Missioners of Hope in Africa; Njuguna, Paul Matheri, 

Mishack Mukuzwazwa, Gladys Nyauchi, Robert Emison, 
Otieno Alice InJaselwa, Tom Algiere, 
and Eugene Omesombo Muembo ..... . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . Nov.-Dec. 18 

Mission Intern Plants Seeds Tlint Take Root, A; Pierson, Marla . . Nov.-Dec. 30 
N11rh1ring Hope at Nyembo U111pung11 Mission in the Congo; 

Slack, Darlene .... ... .. .. ....... .. . ...... ........... July-Aug. 32 
Testimonies From Missio11ers of Hope; Tonnonlah, K. Richa rd . . . May-J une 31 
Wlint Missioners of Hope Menn to Africn; WtlLiams, Levi . ...... May-June 30 

Mission History 
Century in Mission, A . ... ............... . .. .. .Spring Supplement 1-50 
Deaconesses .. . ..... . . . ... . ... .. .. . .. .. ...... Mar.-Apr. between 20-21 
Fifty Years and Still Going Strong (US-2s) .. .... .. ............ Nov.-Dec. 8 
"O for a Tlwusnnd To11gues To Sing!"; Kimbrough, ST, Jr .. .. . .. Sept.-Oct. 32 
Stnnding on the Promises (Centun; in Mission, A); 

Thompson, Betty . ... .. ........ . .. ... .. . ... . . .Spring Supplement 4 

Mission Institutions See COMMUNITY AND INSTITUTIONAL MINlSl'IUES 

Mission Intern Plants Seeds Timi Tnke Root, A; Pierson, Marla .. . .. Nov.-Dec. 30 
Mission Intern Remembers Bosnia, A; Godfrey, Jay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-D c. 6 
Mission in tl1e Third Millennium (Ce11tury i11 Mission, A); 

Nugent, Randolph W. ... ........ . ... .. . .. .. . .. .Spring Supplement 48 

Mission Memo .. .. ........ .. ... . . )an.-Feb. 33, Mar.-Apr. 24, May-June 42, 
. . . ..... .. ... . .... .. ... .. . July-Aug. 39, Sept.-Oct. 42, Nov.- Dec. 25 

Mission Volunteers 
Mission Volunteers: Repairers of tl1e Breach; Walton, Robert E. . . . )an .-Feb. 40 
Our Mission Has just Beg-1111: Central Texas Conference 

Youth in Mission .. . . . .. .. ..... . ... . . .. .. ..... ... . .... Nov.-Dec. 26 

Reflections From the Nort/1 Ce11trnl jurisdiction 's Yo11t/1 
Work Team i11 Liberia; Harsh, David; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 40 

Tales From the joumei;: Global justice Volunteers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 14 
Wlmt Good Ca11 Yout/1 Missio11 Trips Do?; Bowden, Boyce A .. .. July-Aug. 28 

Moseley, Diane Amanda ....... ...... .. . ...... . . .. .. .. . . .. . Mar.-Apr. 4 
Mother Wleh's Orph111111ge in Liberin; oleman, John .......• . .. . . May-June 25 

Mozambique See AFRICA 

Muembo, Eugene Omesombo .......... . ..... . .. .. ......... Nov.-Dec. 21 
Mukuzwazwa, Mishack . ... .. .... . ... . . . .......... ... .... . Nov.-Dec. 18 

Multiculturalism 
C/111rc/1 Growtl1 i11 M11/ticult11ral Co11gregntio11s; Early, Tracy ... . Sept.-Oct. 24 
Clrnrc/1 of Mn11y Cultures, A; Wright, Elliott ......... .. ..... . . Jan.-Feb. 10 

Murthy, J. S . . ... .................. . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . .... ... . July-Aug. 36 
Mut11nlihJ i11 Ministn; (Bishops' Appea l: Hope for the 

Children of Africa) . ... . ... . .. .. ..... .. ..... . .... .. ...... May-June 4 
Nadjibula, Parvina . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . . . ... . .. . .. . Nov.-Dec.12 

Native American Ministry 
Preserving Nntiue A111ericn11 Values i11 n11 Urbn11 Culture; 

Haak, Elizabeth .. . . ... .. ..... . ... .. .. . .... .. . ... . .. . . )an.-Feb. 34 
Updates 011 the Missio11 Mn11dnt es . .. . ..... . ... . .. . .. . ... . .. Mar.-Apr. 10 

Neigl1bor to Neighbor: Neighborhood Center of the 
Ce11tral Pennsylua11m Co11fere11ce; House, Christie R. .. . ...•.... July-Aug. 9 

New Co1111111111ity Clmllenges Old Wnys, A 
(Marcy-Newberry As ociation); House, Christie R . ..... . .. .. july-Aug.16 

New World 011tlook Awnrds . .. .. . .. ... . .. . .. . .. . ............ Mar.-Apr. 25 
Njuguna, Paul Matheri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec.18 
Nugent, Randolph W ........ . .. ......... ..... . . . .. Spring Supplement 48 
Numbi, Kabange . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov.-Dec. 34 
Nurturing Hope at Nye111bo U111p1111gu Missio11 in the Co11go; 

Slack, Darlene ........ . .. . . ... .. ..... . .. .. . ..... . ...... July-Aug. 32 
Nyauchi, Gladys . .. .. . .. . ... . ............ . ...... . .. .. . . .. Nov.-Dec. 18 
Offering Christ in the New Mille1111iu111; 

Coleman, John, and Keith Rae . ..... . ......... . .. . .. . .... Sept.-Oct. 28 
"O for n T/1011sn11d To11gues To Si11g!"; Kimbrough, ST, Jr. . . ...... Sept.-Oct. 32 
Our Mission Hns Just Begun: Ce11tral Texas Co11fere11ce 

Youth in Mission; Bourne, Stacy, Rachael Sandifer, 
Emily Anne Jenkins, and Alicia Adkins . . . . . . . . . ..... Nov.-Dec. 26 

Parker, Clinton E ........................ .. . ..... . .. .. .. .... Sept.-Oct 8 
Parker, Julie Faith .......... .... ..... . ................... ov.-Dec. 12 
Partnership in Mission: 1973-1990 (Century i11 Mission, A) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. .. .. . .... ... . ........ .Spring Supplement 36 
Phili ppines See ASIA 

Photo Essays 
Centun; i11 Mission, A .... .. .. . . .. ............. Spring upplement 1-52 
Community Ce11ters; House, hristie R. ... . .. . .. . ..... .. ... July-Aug. 14 
General Conference 2000; Du Bose, Mike, john C. Goodwin, 

and Paul Jeffrey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . July-Aug. 24 
Senegnl ....... . .. .. . .. . . •• .. .. .... .• . .. . ... . .. . .•..... May-June 18 

Pierson, Marla . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .... .. . .. . .. . ...... . .•....... Nov.-Dec. 30 
Preserving Native America 11 Vnl11es i11 nn Urbnn Culture; 

Haak, Elizabeth . . .. .... . ............. . .. . .. . ........... Jan.-Feb. 34 
Proclaiming the Gospel: 1920-1929 (Century in Mission, A) 

. .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . .... .Spring upplement 14 
Rabb, Clinton ........................................... . Sept.-Oct. 41 
Rae, Kei th . ..... . .. .. . .. . . ... . . .. .. . .. . .. . ... . .. . .. ..... . Sept.-Oct. 28 
Reac/1ing tl1e Unc/111rc/1ed; Coleman, John ...................... Sept.-Oct. 12 
Reflections From the Nort/1 Ceutrnl Jurisdiction's 

Yout/1 Work Team in Liberia; Harsh, David . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 40 
Rhodes, Philip . . . .. . .. . ... . . . .. . .. . ... . ..... . .. . ...... . .. Sept.-Oct...38 
Rungu, Josepha! 0 . A. . .. . ...• . .......... . .... ..... .. .. .. . May-June 10 

Rural Culture/Ministry 
Impnct of Urbn11 Culture 011 Rural Comm1u1ities, T/1e; Kail, Ed .... Jan .-Feb. 14 
Nurturing Hope nt Nyembo U111p1111gu Missio11 i11 the Congo; 

Slack, Darlene . ............................. . . .. ... . July-Aug. 32 
Updntes on the Missio11 Mn11dntes .. . .. . .. . •. . .........•..... Mar.-Apr. 8 

Russ ia Initiative 
Tearful Fainuells Cnp Russin Iuitiatiue Exclm11ge; 

Lovelace, John A. . . . . . . . . . ................ . .. . . . .... Mar.-Apr. 13 
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Sandifer, Rachael . ....... ... ........ .... .. ....... . .... . ... Nov.-Dec. 27 
Snt Tnl: A11 Aslrrn111 for Todny; Murthy, J. S. . ................... July-Aug. 36 
Snving "Street Kids" in Mozambique; Uqueio, Zacarias M . ......... May-June 9 
Sc/1olnrslrips Avnilnble Tl1rougl1 tl1e Genernl Bon rd of Globnl Ministries 

................................................ ... . Nov.-Dec. 7 
Senttle Summers- Atlnntic Street Center in Full Genr; 

House, hristie R ....... ..... . ..... .... ..... . ....... . ... July-Aug. 5 
Self, Nancy Grissom . .................. .. .................. Nov.-Dec. 8 
Senegnl (photo essay) ......... ... ............. ... ......... May-June 18 

Shalom, Communities of 
Slinlo111 in Action; Byrd, Lynda, and Tracy Ea rly . ........ .. ... Jan.-Feb. 22 
Updntes on tl1e Mission Mnndntes .......................... Mar.-Apr. 10 
Vision of Sl1nlo111 for tire City, Tire; Jefferson, Kinmoth W. . .. ..... Jan.-Feb. 6 

Sigmon, Vickje ........... ... .................... .... ...... Jan.-Feb 38 
Simonton, E. Cary ....... ........ ....... .... ......... .. .... Jan.-Feb. 29 
Slack, Darlene ........ .. .... . ........ . ........... . ....... July-Aug. 32 
Source of Hope Nnmed June, A; Weaver, Barbara . . . . ......... May-June 34 
Stnnding on tire Promises (Cent11n; in Mission, A); 

Thompson, Betty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Spring Supplement 4 
Strntegies to Co111bnt AIDS in Africn; McDermott, Jim . ........ ... May-June 32 
Tales From tire }oumet;: Globnl justice Volunteers in Armenin nnd Brazil; 

Johnson, Angela, Federico Leao, Aaron Buttery, 
Micah Beatty, and Carrie Brunken .. ... . ..... .......... . . .Nov.-Dec. 14 

Tanzania See AFRICA 

Task Force on Korean American Ministries ................... Mar.-Apr. 20 
Tenrful Fnrewells Cnp Russin lnitintive Exchnnge; 

Lovelace, John A ............... .. . .... . .... ............ Mar.-Apr. 12 
Testimonies From Missioners of Hope; Tonnonlah, K. Richard . .... . May-June 31 
T/Jere Are Children Here; Crosson, Lesley ..... ................. May-June 38 
Thompson, Betty . . ...... .. ...................... .Spring Supplement 4 
Tonnonlah, K. Richard ........... . ..................... . .. May-June 31 
Trnnsition to Independence in East Timar; 

Campbell-Nelson, John ................... ......... ..... July-Aug. 20 
Trends in New C/111rc/1 Development; Parker, Clinton E . ..... ..... .. Sept.-Oct. 8 

Uganda See AFRICA 

UMCOR 
justice for lm111igrnnts; Guest, Kenneth James ............... Mar.-Apr. 26 
Miracles Made Possible Through UMCOR in An11e11in; 

Whiteside, Wendy, and Judy Wollen .................... Mar.-Apr. 16 

United Methodism/United Methodist Churches 
Church of Mnny Cultures, A; Wright, Elliott . . . ........... . ... Jan.-Feb. 10 
General Conference 2000 (photo essay) ....... . . . .......... . July-Aug. 24 
Mission in the Third Millennium (Century in Mission, A); 

Nugent, Randolph W. .... . .. . . ............ . .Spring Supplement 48 
See also EVANGELIZATION/CHURCH GROWTH; SHALOM, COMMUNITIES OF 

United Metlwdist Ministries Among Korean 
Americnns; Task Force on Korean American Mini tries ..... .. Mar.-Apr. 20 

United Metlwdist Seminars: Moving ton Rhythm of Justice; 
Wildman, David .. ................ ..... ........... .... .Nov.-Dec. 4 

United States See COMMUNITY AND INSTITUTIONAL MlNISTRlES; RURAL CULTURE/ 

MINTSrRY; SHAWM, COMMUNTTlES OF; URBAN CULTURE/ MINISJ'RY; YOUTH /YOUNG ADULTS 

Updates on tire Mission Mnndates; House, Christie R.; ed. . ....... . Mar.-Apr. 8 
Uqueio, Zacarias M .. . ......... . ... .. ........ .. .. ..... ..... May-June 9 

Urban Culture/Ministry 
Century of Urban Culture, A; Graham, Alma ........ ...... .... Jan.-Feb. 2 
Clrristinn Community in Urban Contexts; Wright, Elliott . ....... Jan .-Feb. 44 
Cl111rclr nnd Civic Pnrtnerships; Sigmon, Vickie ....... .. ....... Jan.-Feb. 38 
Church of Many Cultures, A; Wright, Elliott .. ........... ..... Jan-Feb. 10 
God's People in nn Urbnn Culture; Wright, Elliott .... .. ... ..... . Jan.-Feb. 4 

God's Spirit in tire Cihj (Houston, TX); Cypret, Randy . ........ Jan-Feb. 18 
Gren! joy in the City; Wright, Elliott ... ..... ....... . ........ . Jan-Feb. 45 
Hispnnic.Cl111rc/1es in Three Urban Co111munities; 

Mata, Michael A. .. . ............... . .... ... ........... Jan-Feb. 30 
Holy Boldness; Weist, DarEll T., et al. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... Jan-Feb 26 
lmpnct of Urbnn Culture on Rural Communities, Tire; Kail, Ed .... Jan.-Feb. 14 
Mission Vol1111teers: Repairers of the Breach; Walton, Robert E. . .. Jan.-Feb. 40 
Preseroing Nntive American Values in an Urbnn Culture; 

Haak, Elizabeth .............. . ....................... Jan.-Feb. 34 
Slrnlom i11 Action; Byrd, Lynda, and Tracy Early ... .... ....... Jan.-Feb. 22 
Vision of Shalom for the City, Tire; Jefferson, Kinmoth W .. ..... .. Jan.-Feb. 6 

Villalon, Aruceto "Jun" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 39 
Vision ofSlrnlomfor the City, The; Jefferson, Kinmoth W. .. . . ..... .. Jan.-Feb. 6 

Volunteers in Mission (VIMs) See MlSSION VOLUNTEERS 

Walton, Robert E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jan.-Feb. 40 
War, Recovery, and Relief: 1940-1953 (Century in Missio11, A) 

............... ... .... ..... .... .... ... .. . .Spring Supplement 22 
Weaver, Barbara ...... ..... .... ... . .... .... .. ...... .... . . May-June 34 
Weist, DarEll T. ....... ... ....... ... ..... .... ... ..... ... ... Jan.-Feb. 27 
Welco111ing Seekers: Diamo11dliead Church; Haak, Elizabeth ..... . .. Sept.-Oct. 17 
What Good Cnn Youth Mission Trips Do?; Bowdon, Boyce A. .... .. July-Aug. 28 
W/1nt Missioners of Hope Mean to Africa; Williams, Levi .... . ..... May-June 30 
W/1ere ls Our Fows-Out or In ?; Graham, Alma .......... .. ..... Mar.-Apr. 2 
Whiteside, Wendy ............................ . .......... . Mar.-Apr. 16 
Wildman, David . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ov.-Dec. 4 
Wilkinson, Brenda ...•..................... May-June 12; July-Aug. 40, 43 
Williams, Levi ....... . ................................... May-June 30 
Wolf, Janet ... .... .......•............................... Sept.-Oct. 20 
Wollen, Judy ............................................ Mar.-Apr. 16 

Women 
Denconesses ................................. Mar.-Apr. between 20-21 
Miracles Made Possible Through UMCOR in Armenin; 

Whiteside, Wendy, and Judy Wollen . .............. ..... Mar.-Apr. 16 
Nurturing Hope nt Nyembo Umpungu Mission in the Congo; 

Slack, Darlene ...... ........ ................ .. ...... July-Aug. 32 

Workman, Anna Gail ... ..... ....... .. · . . .... ..... ........ . Sept.-Oct. 35 
Wright, Elliott . . . .... . . .. ...... .. ..•....... . Jan.-Feb. 4, 10, 44, 45 

Youth/Young Adults 
Co111i11g of Age in the Philippines: Sl1nred Mission Focus 

on Young People; Cansino, Regina, and 
Aruceto "Jun" Villalon .... . . . .... ... . . ... ... ...... .. .Nov.-Dec. 38 

Fifty Yenrs and Still Going Strong: The US-2 Program; 
Sell, Nancy Grissom, et nl. . ............................ Nov.-Dec. 8 

God Sqund, The (Texas); Busher, Mark ......... . ........... Nov.-Dec. 22 
How Youth Involvement Builds Parh1er Relntionships 

Between Churches (Lithuania / Wisconsin); odes, Philip ... Sept.-Oct. 38 
Knbnnge's Story; Numbi, Kabange, and Sue Ellinwood .. ... .. Nov.-Dec. 34 
Missioners of Hope in Africa; Njuguna, Paul Matheri, et al ... .. Nov.-Dec. 18 
Missio11 Intern Plants Seeds That Take Root, A; Pierson, Marla . . Nov.-Dec. 30 
Mission Intern Remembers Bosnia, A; Godfrey, Jay ... ..... ..... Nov.-Dec. 6 
Mission Volunteers; Walton, Robert E. . .... .... .... .. ....... Jan.-Feb. 40 
Our Mission Has Just Begun: Centrnl Texas Conference 

Youth in Mission .... .... .... . . .. .. . . ... ... .... ... .. . . Nov.-Dec. 26 
Reflections From tire North Centrnl Jurisdiction's 

Youth Work Tenm in Liberia; Harsh, David ............... .Nov.-Dec. 40 
Sc/wlarships Avnilnble Through tire Genernl Bonrd 

of Global Ministries .... ... ..... . . ...... .. . ............. Nov.-Dec. 7 
Tales From the Joumey: Global Justice Volun teers in Annenia and Brnzil; 

Johnson, Angela, et al . . .... .............. . ............ Nov.-Dec. 14 
U11ited Methodist Seminnrs; Wildman, David .... . ........... .Nov.-Dec. 4 
Wlint Good Can Youth Mission Trips Do?; Bowdon, Boyce A. ... July-Aug. 28 
Youth & Young Adults: Changing Our World ..... .Nov.-Dec. between 24-25 
Youth in the Here nnd Now; Graham, Alma ... .. ....... ...... Nov.-Dec. 2 

Zimbabwe See AFRICA 
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MISSION MEMO 
North Korea Still Fights Famine 
UMCOR requests additional funds to assist the Korean 
Christian Federation (of North Korea) in purchasing 
food, heating fuel, and children's warm winter clothing 
from China. The people of North Korea continue to suf
fer from famine, exacerbated by severe winter weather. 
Monetary gifts may be given through your local United 
Methodist church, earmarked for North Korea 
Emergency, UMCOR Advance #226435-0. 

Keep Those UMCOR Kits Coming 
Start out the new year and new century by assembling 
and sending kits to restock the UMCOR Depot in 
Baldwin, Louisiana. Health Kits are especially needed 
at this time. For information about assembling and 
shipping kits, you can check out the UMCOR website 
at http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/kits.html or you can call 
1-800-814-8765. 

Aid Needed in Flood Recovery 
Devastating flooding in eastern India and in 
Bangladesh has affected millions of people. To respond 
to the needs of these suffering Asians, whose plight has 
received little media attention, you may contribute to 
Asia Floods, UMCOR Advance #229650-4. UMCOR's 
International Disaster Response, Advance #982450-8, 
enables UMCOR to respond to disasters such as the 
recent flooding in the Philippines and Haiti. In the 
United States, volunteers are still needed to help peo
ple in North Carolina rebuild or repair homes damaged 
by the 1999 flooding from Hurricane Floyd; call 1-800-
918-3100 for information. 

Kosovo Relief Through ACT 
Action by Churches Together (ACT) has received $50 
million for relief and rehabilitation work in Kosovo 
through its member organizations, including the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), one 
of the implementing partners of ACT International in 
Kosovo. With one-third of Kosovo's dwellings 
destroyed or damaged, ACT funds have been provid
ing temporary shelter kits, prefabricated housing units, 
and home construction or repair. As of October, 12 
damaged schools had been rebuilt and 48 rehabilitated, 
benefiting more than 11,000 schoolchildren. ACT agen
cies have also worked in over 100 villages to provide 
food parcels and non-food aid to more than 100,000 
beneficiaries, and $3 million has been spent by the ACT 
Well Cleaning and Water /Sanitation teams for the 

cleaning of wells (from some of which bodies must be 
removed) and the repair of water-distribution systems. 

I . 
z 

In addition, ACT has deployed 130 local deminers, , 
who were trained by international experts to clear ~ 

buildings and fields of unexploded military ordnance. -
A Mine Awareness team works with adults and chil- -
dren in an effort to prevent more fatal or maiming acci- r 

dents. In local areas, ACT supports programs in job
skill training, communications and media, veterans' 
rehabilitation, war-widow support, food security, and 
economic renewal. And ACT is providing food, shelter, 
and support for about 400 displaced Romas, a minority 
group perceived by many Albanian Kosovars as having 
sided with the Serbs during the war. 

The Rev. Kinmoth W. Jefferson Dies 
The Rev. Kinmoth "Kim" Jefferson, retired staff mem
ber of the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM), 
with 28 years of service, died unexpectedly in his home 
on September 23, 2000, at age 69. Jefferson will be great-
ly missed by the GBGM and by members of the Greater 
New Jersey Conference, where he worked to ensure a 
smooth transition in the uniting of the Northern and 
Southern New Jersey conferences. In spring 2000, nine 
annual conferences in the Northeastern Jurisdiction 
selected recipients for the new Kim Jefferson Award for 
Urban Ministry, named in his honor. Dr. Randolph 
Nugent, Gen ral Secretary of the GBGM, noted that 
Jefferson was "a unique man in that he blended his 
deeply spiritual faith with an enormous capacity to 
embrace life. He never spoke evil of anyone. He always 
had hope that the best would come. He was strong but 
gentle, intellectual and caring, seeking to address the 
issues in life that were injurious to people." For 24 of ~ 
Jefferson's 28 years at the GBGM, he served as the j 
Director of Planning for Urban Ministries. His Bible 
study on Jeremiah 29, "The Vision of Shalom for the 
City," appeared in the January-February 2000 mission
study issue of New World Outlook, "God's People in an 
Urban Culture." 

DEATHS Violet Backe, retired home mi sionary of the 
EUB Church, with 10 years of service at Red Bird 
Mission, died July 8, 1999 .. . Rosa Caufield, r tired mis
sionary with 37 year of ervice in Bolivia, died October 
21, 2000 ... Doris DeGraff, retired deacone with almo t 
35 years of ervice in the United State , died November 
20, 2000 ... Bishop Cornelius L. Henderson of the 
Florida Annual Conf rence died Decemb r 7, 2000. 0 
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Sat Tal's Seventieth 
Anniversary Celebration 
by J.S. Murthy, Guest Lecturer, Leonard Theological College, Jabalpur, India 

The four-day celebration of the Sat Tal Christian Ashram's seventieth 
anniversary got off to a flying start with retired United Methodist 
Bishop James K. Mathews, his wife Eunice (daughter of the late Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones), and Bill Pickard, General Secretary of United Christian 
Ashram International. They lit the traditional Indian lamp symbolizing 
the presence of the spirit of Jesus Christ among the assembled body. 
Nearly 50 representatives from the United States, Japan, Mexico, 
Canada, and India participated in this ceremony. 

The opening service was held in the Ashram Chapel. At the outset, 
Brother Jim (Bishop Mathews) introduced the ashram traditions to the 
visitors. Explaining the Open Heart period, he said: "Open Heart is a 

Top: Anne Mathews Younes, Eunice Jones 
Mathews, and Bishop Stanlei; Downes. 
Above: Eunice and James Mathews 

state in which one gives up all ego 
and prejudices and empties oneself 
so that the spirit of Jesus Christ 
may enter. It is not a state of noth
ingness but a positive state filled 
with the bliss of the ever-present 
Spirit of Jesus. An individual does 
not live the Christian life merely 
for oneself, but as part of the larger 
society." 

The highlight of the four-day 
anniversary celebration was the 
Bible study conducted by different 
scholars each day. The Round 
Table-an experiment pioneered 
by Sat Tal's founder, E. Stanley 
Jones, to promote open discussion 
among the leaders of different 
faiths in India-was moderated by 
Bishop Stanley Downes. The pan
elists included the regional confer
ence of bishops and Ms. Lillian 
Wallace, who is a retired United 
Methodist missionary. The theme 
of the round table was "Indian 
Church Today." 

The United Methodist 
Church in Mission 

They Held Hands With Him and Prayed 
by Tim Crawford, Executive Director, 
Henderson Settlement, Frakes, Kentucky 

Last summer, an individual 
outside our service area 
brought a concern to our 
Mission Resources Director, 
Jerry Lambdin, about a rela
tive (call him "Ben") who 
was living in terribly unsan
itary conditions. After a 
work team made some ini
tial repairs on Ben's house, 
another group of workers 

helped him clean up his home. They literally had to scoop up trash and 
garbage to find some of the furniture and appliances. As they began to 
make progress in cleaning, Ben seemed to dress a little better. 

The most moving part of this story came when the volunteers 
gathered in a circle with Ben to hold hands and pray with him--€ven 
though he was still physically as dirty as the first day they arrived . 
After the prayer, the pastor-realizing that Ben had little contact with 
others- asked if she could give him a hug. The hug was exchanged as 
she reminded him of God's love for him. He said that he could not 
remember how long it had been since anyone had hugged him. 

How tragic it is that we continue to find people who need to hear 
someone tell them that God loves them. God has given us the respon
sibility to seek out the "lost sheep" and care for them. 

Many stories develop every day at Henderson Settlement. Some 
may not be as dramatic as Ben's in terms of loneliness and isolation. 
But all are compelling in the sense that people of all ages are being 
touched by our ministries that bring hope and love. (Henderson 
Settlement is supported by Advance #773365-2.) 
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Christian Peacemakers Still in Palestine 
from Hebron Update, November 20-23, 2000, Christian Peacemakers Team 

As news of another Palestinian uprising, or intifada, reaches the United 
States, members of the Christian Peacemakers Team (CPT) continue to accom
pany the Palestinians in their daily activities. The CPT sends out daily reports 
describing the situations team members encounter in the Holy Land. GBGM 
missionaries Sandra Olewine and Alex and Brenda Awad have remained in 
Palestine despite the unrest. 

Neta Golan, an Israeli woman who accompanied Palestinian villagers 
from Harres while they picked their olives, called to say Israeli police 
had arrested her as she sought to protect the villagers from the settlers 
of Reviva. They stipulated that she could not return to the northern 
West Bank for one week or she would be jailed. She asked if CPTers 
could take her place at Harres. When the team told her of the violent 
settler demonstrations in the Beqa' a Valley east of Hebron, she said she 
would take the bus down and join them there. 

Judith Bustany and Natasha Krahn went to Bethlehem to meet the 
CPT delegation and tour bombing sites in the predominantly Christian 
villages of Beit Jaala and Beit Sahour. In Beit Sahour, they visited 
homes that had been burned out by phosphor bombs, the heat of 
which had melted teacups and window glass. 

Six CPTers and delegates went out to the Beqa'a and stayed with 
two different families. Throughout the evening they monitored the sit-

~ 

New Daniel Settlement, where Jewish settlers confiscated 
Palestinian-owned land behind the barbed-wire fences . 

uation, telephoning 
journalists and Israeli 
officials as Israeli set
tlers gathered, burned 
tires, chased Palestin
ian cars, stormed 
some houses, and lit a 
fire in a grape field. 
Israeli soldiers were 
able to protect at least 
two families. 

Mission Intern Joins Asian Rural Institute 
by Michael de Sherbinin, Correspondent 

Sustainable agriculture is the aim of the Asian Rural Institute (ARI), 
located in Japan 100 miles north of Tokyo. There, 30 men and women 
from Asia, the Pacific islands, and Africa are students. 

K. T. (Katherine) Parker joined the staff in September for a 15-
month term as a United Methodist Mission Intern. Her assignment 
involves outreach to some 800 graduates through the writing and edit
ing of the alumni bulletin. Graduates of ARI work in remote areas, so 
networking support and information sharing are important for them. 

The Rev. Saw Borneo, a Baptist pastor from the Karen tribe in 
Myanmar (Burma), wrote:" At ARI, I learned about care of the soil with 
pig manure, an organic fertilizer." In Myanmar, he now raises pigs for 
manure as well as meat. 

ARI promotes the use of appropriate technology, minimizing the 
use of machinery and fossil fuels. The 15-acre campus has a charcoal
making kiln, biogas generating tanks near the pig house, a gray-water 
treatment system, and fish ponds for runoff water. 

A recent development is the cultivation of chlorella, a single-celled 
plant with a high content of protein and B vitamins, used as a food 
source in Taiwan and China. In two years, ARI students and volunteers 
built ponds to produce this type of algae, learning a technology they 
can use when they return home. (ARI is supported by UMCOR.) 
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Carin9 
onnect1on 

2001 
Calendar 

Vivid multicultural, 
multigenerational 

photos and inspiring 
stories of people 

and places . . . 
m m1ss1on. 

Plus important 
information on United 

Methodist-related 
National Mission 

Institutions. 

Only $5 (#2917) 
plus postage & handling 

Order from: 

Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 

Caller No. 1800 
Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 

Or call Toll-Free: 
1-800-305-9857. 

New from GBGM Books 

Resistless 
Love: 
Christian 
Witness in 
the New 
Millennium 

"In Wesleyan missiology Kimbrough is 
saying something new ... while the notion of 

presence has been around for some time, he 
has grounded presence in Wesleyan practice 

and thought, but more important, he has 
grounded presence in the gospel itself. " 

James C. Logan 
E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism 

Wesley Theological Seminary 

"A practical and powerful guide to evangel iza
tion marked by integrity, passion, and humility." 

Bishop Dan E. Solomon 
The United Methodist Church 

"A theology of evangelism that combines word, 
sign, and deed." 

Stephen F. Gunter 
Arthur J. Moore Professor of Evangelism 

Candler School of Theology, Emory University 

"A cry from the heart for a biblical and Wesleyan 
approach to evangelization that puts deeds on 
equal footing with words. With moving insights 

from the scriptures, hymns, and personal experi
ence, Dr. Kimbrough calls for the move toward a 

broad vision of evangelization. Resistless Love 
challenges us to embody the self-emptying 

love of Jesus Christ. " 
Dana L. Robert, Truman Collins Professor of World Mission 

Boston University School of Theology 
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SUCCESSFUL 
STEWARDSHlP 
FUNDRAlSlNG 

We are very excited. 
We ' ve raised almost 
$800, 000 in pledges so far, 
and more are expected. All of 
us agree that involving 
Finance and Field Service 
was an excellent decision. 

Finance and Field Service 
can help you raise money for 
your operating budget, build
ing campaign, debt retirement, 
or special mission program. 
We'll even do a feasibility 
study to help you determine 
your church 's fundraising 
needs and potential. Your 
congregation will achieve its 
financial goals and gain a 
new appreciation for faithful 
stewardship. 

Marshall Odom 
Skyland United 

Methodist Church 
Skyland, North Carolina 

Call us toll free at 877-FFS-GBGM (877-337-4246). 

Finance and Field Service I General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1532, New York, NY 10115. 
E-mai l: atoole@gbgm-umc.org. 
Visit our Web site at: http://gbgm-umc.org/ecg/ffs 
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THE MISSIOI\ 

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 
THROUGH: 

• LEITERS, PRAYERS, 
MEDITATIONS 

• MAPS, NAMES, 
ADDRESSES, WORK 

AREAS AND BIRTHDAYS 
OF MISSIONARIES 

• LISTS OF MISSION 
PROJECTS, PROGRAMS 

AND WORKERS. 

·ft ideal 
t Christmas gt A grea 

2001 Prayer Calendar 
will challenge and enrich your spiri
tual life and expand the mission 
knmvledge of your church. It's an 
invaluable resource for your church 
and pastor. 

2001 Prayer Calendar 
(#2858. $6.50) 

Order by calling 
SERVICE CENTER at 

1-800-305-9857 
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United Methodist Development Fund 

INVEST IN IT! 

4-year term: B.OOo/o 

1-year term: &.00°/o 

IRAs: B.00% 

· Flexible term: 4.00°/o 

*Rates effective 12/1/00. 

Call 800-UMC-UMDF (800-862-8633) 
or call collect (212) 870-3856 for more information 

United Methodists can invest in UMDF for as little as $100. The 
Fund's sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United 

Methodist Church by providing first mortgage loans to Li 
churches. This is not an offer of sale. All offerings are N 
made by the Offering Circular. For an Offering N 
Circular or more information, call or write ..... ~ 
to us at 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1528, ~ ~ -~,~ 
New York, NY 10115. 'VJ 11 
E-mail : umdf@gbgm-umc.org • ~ 

40 Years of Investing 
in Church Growth 

General Board of Global Ministries • The United Methodist Church 

Want to revitalize your 
children's Sunday School 
program? Order the new 

Children's Prayer 
Calendar 2001 for each 
student to help each one 
develop a lifelong prayer 

habit. 

• Celebrate missionary 
children's birthdays 

• Participate in 
mission projects 

Children's Prayer Calendar 
2001 will ensure that 
children actively 
participate in the mission 
program of The United 
Methodist Church! 

! 
Children's Prayer 

Calendar 2001 

(#2945 - set of 5 • $5.00) 
(#2944- single copy • $1.25) 

Order by calling 
SERVICE CENTER 

atl-800-305-9857 
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