


2 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
Publisher 

Randolph Nugent 

Editor 
Alma Graham 

Associate Editor 
Christie R. House 

Layout/Design 
Emily Grote 

Production Manager 
Nancy Quigley 

Administrativ~Assistant 
Patricia Y. Bradley 

Editorial Offices 
Alma Graham 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1476 
New York, NY 10115 · 

212/ 870-3765 

E-mail: nwo@gbgm-umc.org 

Website: http://gbgm-umc.org/ nwo/ 

Advertising/Promotion Director 
Ruth Kurtz 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1472 
New York, NY 10115 

212/870-3784 

Published bimonthly by the General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church. (ISSN-0043-8812) 

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, 
and additional mailing offices. Copyright © 
2000 by the General Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Methodist Church. 
No part of New World Outlook may be repro
duced in any form without written permis
sion from the Editors. 

Printed in U.S.A. 

New World Outlook editorials and unsigned 
articles reflect the views of the editors and 
signed articles the views of authors only. 

Unsolicited manuscripts will be acknowl
edged only if used. Otherwise, the editors 
cannot be responsible for returning them. 

Report change of address to: Magazine 
Circulation, Service Center, 7820 Reading 
Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45222-1800. Also send old address, enclosing 
if possible address label. Allow at least 30 
days notice. 

POSTMASTER: Send address change directly 
to New World Outlook, Service Center, 7820 
Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45222-1800. Subscriptions in the United 
States and Possessions: One year $15.00 (com
bination with Response, $25.00). Single copies 
$3.00. Two years $26.00 (combination with 
Response, $45.00). All foreign countries: One 
year $20.00. Combination with Response, $30.00. 

Photo/ Art Credits: page 46 

Cover Photo: Boyce Bowdon. A young child 
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the streets of Rio Bravo, Mexico. For story, see 
page 28. 

In The Moment 

Dwell for a few moments in mission with New 
World Outlook. Celebrate life's joy, tenacity, and 
hope. Meet a Honduran grandmother, who 
wore her good clothes to meet the American 
volunteers that came to rebuild her house but 
who couldn't resist getting into the mud to 
show them a better way to build it. Visit 
Honduran children, who tend the animals, 
plant the garden, help to prepare food and 
wash clothes, attend school, and yet still find a 
moment to play. Share a moment of anguish, as 
a young boy who just discovered the rich 
marine life of Puget Sound releases his riches 
back into the water again. Every photo has its 
own story, its own moment. 

This year New World Outlook completes its 
ninetieth year. It began in 1911 as The 
Missionary Voice. The Missionary Voice pio
neered a lavish use of photos, a tradition con
tinued by World Outlook from 1932 to 1970 and 
by New World Outlook today. 

Today, however, television cameras reach 
even the most remote places, bringing living 
images into living rooms on an hourly basis. 
Internet technology now provides instant 
images. Church communities in the United 
States can contact distant church communities 
directly, receiving replies in less than a day's 
time. Is there still a place for a printed photo
journal in today's church, or is this method of 
communication just too slow and cumber
some? I took a Leave for Professional Devel
opment last year to study photojournalism, 
looking for an answer. 

What I found were moments worth shar
ing. I took time to spend a few moments with 
children in several United Methodist 
Community Centers. I took time to travel with 
my church to rebuild Honduran houses 
washed out by Hurricane Mitch and time to 
study the art of photography with profession
als. Corne to the Congo with Darlene Slack to 
see how villages cope with a country at war. 
Corne to East Timor with John . Campbell
Nelson and discover the pain of the birth of a 
nation. Corne to Mexico with youth from 
Oklahoma and witness how lives are changed 
when cultures meet in the name of Christ. If 
you have a moment this summer, we have the 
time. -Christie R. House, Associate Editor 
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The Caring Connection 
Institutional Ministries 

in the United States 

T hree United Methodist community centers are featured in this issue of New World Outlook. The 
Atlantic Street Center in Seattle, Washington; Neighborhood Center in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; 

and Marcy-Newberry Center in Chicago, Illinois, have many similarities. All three were founded by 
Methodist Women or deaconesses to work with European immigrant populations coming to the 
United States about a century ago. All three were supported, and in some cases owned, by the 
Women's Division at some point in their history; some still are. All are connected to the General Board 
of Global Ministries today, part of the Caring Connection of institutions serviced by the Institutional 
Ministries unit of the Community and Institutional Ministries program area. 

All three centers have after-school programs, summer programs, and programs that work with 
teen mothers and their children, but we have concentrated on one program for each of the centers to 
reflect a variety of stories and images. Although they have many similarities, each center is uniquely 
tailored to the needs and the neighborhoods of its environment, whether on the East Coast, West Coast, 
or in the Midwest. There are 102 institutions in the United States that relate to the General Board of 
Global Ministries as part of the Caring Connection. 

Carla Stehr, a fisheries biologist from the Marine Science Institute, shows "sea creatures" to children of Atlantic Street 
Center's Summer Academy zn Seattle, Washington . 
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As the second-grade children filed 
into the room, Martin's* tutor 
noticed that his assignment was dif
ferent from the rest of his class
mates'. While the other children sat 
down to read picture books and 
more advanced stories to their 
tutors, the reading instructor had 
placed an alphabet board at 
Martin's desk. "Just go over the let
ters with him," she advised. 

As Martin sat down, the tutor 
began pulling letters off the board. 
"Can you tell me what this one is?" 
she asked. Martin shook his head, 
no. "Well, how about this one? It's 
the last one." No, indicated Martin. 
The tutor noticed a scar under 
Martin's eye. When he caught her 
looking at it, he averted his head 
even further. 

"I know," said the tutor bright
ly. "English is not your first lan
guage. Do you speak another lan
guage at home?" 

"No," said Martin. 
The tutor was puzzled as to 

how to proceed. Many four-year
olds can recite the alphabet. Martin 
was seven. She pulled down the let
ter "M." "Do you know this one?" 
she asked, with hope in her voice. 
"It's the first letter of your name." 

"M?" said Martin. 
Good, thought the tutor, a place 

to start. She soon discovered that 
Martin could name the other letters 
of his name. They practiced those 
few letters over and over, then tried 
a few new ones before moving on 
to reading. Though Martin couldn' t 
read the words, he listened with 
undivided attention as she read to 
him. 

A Place to Start 
Martin was one of 150 children at 
the Atlantic Street Center ' s 
Summer Academy in the summer 
of 1999. The Atlantic Street Center 
(ASC) has offered this program to 
elementary- and middle-school

Seattle 
Summers

Atlantic 
Street Center 
in Full Gear 
by Christie R. House 

About 40 percent of the students 
enrolled in the 5-week summer 
course are homeless, at-risk, or in 
transition, and 90 percent are chil
dren of color. The Summer 
Academy is offered at Thurgood 
Marshall and Cooper Elementary 
Schools and Washington Middle 
School in Seattle, Washington. 

ASC specializes in reaching 
children like Martin. Its mission is 
to help families and communities 
raise healthy, self-sufficient, and 
functioning children and youth. 

The programs are designed to reach 
the individual child at whatever 
level of development he or she has 
accomplished and to initia te 
grow th from there. At the Summer 
Academy, morning classes are 
taught by certified teachers, with 
emphasis on reading, writing, 
math, and study skills. In addition, 
every student receives a daily ses
sion w ith a p rivate tutor. This 
service is made possible by hun
dreds of volunteers, including 
church members, youth groups, 
and neighborhood friends who 
give their time over the summer. 

Afternoons are fun times when 
the academic concepts learned in 
the morning are applied to cultural 
and recreational activities such as 
gardening, cooking, arts, sports, 
games, field trips, and opportuni
ties for exploration. Last summer, 
Carla Stehr, a fisheries biologist 
from the Marine Science Institute, 
brought a cooler full of many sea 
creatures- starfish, crabs, and 
urchins-to the school. Some chil
dren reached in and touched the 
animals amidst a chorus of 

aged children for the past 25 years. Kyle drills Thomas in basic reading skills during their one-on-one tutoring session. 
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At the Summer Academy, children learn to plant, tend, and eat the produce from their garden. 

"Eeeuuu" from others watching. 
The following day, all the children 
were taken to Lincoln Park on 
Puget Sound where they could 
walk along the beach and find some 
of the very same creatures in their 
natural environment. 

A Long Tradition 
It is vital for the church to reach 
children like Martin at age seven, 
rather than waiting until age 17. He 
may have a learning disability, 
which, if caught, can be remedied 

or at least flagged, so that his edu
cation will be tailored to his needs. 
The Atlantic Street Center sends 
case workers into the Seattle 
schools, providing continuity in the 
way Martin is taught in school, in 
after-school activities, and in the 
Summer Academy. Though his self
esteem may be low at the moment, 
there is still time to celebrate his 
small victories, working to build his 
feeling of accomplishment and nur
ture a sense of belonging in his 
wider community, even though 
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home may be a city shelter. The 
ASC also provides a family center 
in Martin's neighborhood so that 
his whole family can take an active 
part in his development. 

From its humble beginnings, 
ASC has worked to promote the 
well-being of children by minister
ing to the whole family. A national 
institution of the General Board of I 
Global Ministries, ASC was found
ed in 1910 by two young dea
conesses-a teacher and a nurse: 
Jessie Gasser and Mary Jane 
Hepburn. They founded a settle
ment house to serve the large nurn- I 
ber of Italian immigrants arriving 
in Seattle's Ranier Valley. This cen
ter provided medical, educational, 
spiritual, and social aid to neigh
borhood families . 

In the 1950s, the center began a 
school-based model of service, 
sending workers into the schools to 
try to bring down the rising delin
quency rates in Seattle's nearby 
Seward Park area. Today the ASC 
continues to work in Seattle's 
schools, maintaining case workers 
in five elementary and middle 
schools designated by the public 
school system to receive homeless 
children. 

David Okimoto, ASC's current 
executive director, has taken the t 

center from a traditional model of 
treatment and counseling to an 
"asset-development model" in the 
1990s. "We in social services are 
realizing that, if we wish to truly 
impact this generation of children, 
the best strategy is not to wait until 
problems surface to begin provid
ing services," he says. "Most practi
cally, we simply do not have the 
financial resources necessary to hire 
a large staff of therapists whose sole 
job it is to deal with problems." The 
asset-development model, explains 
Okimoto, identifies and develops 
youths' strengths. 

"Our services in Holly Park are 
testimony to the power of the asset 
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model," notes Okimoto. "In 1997, 
we opened the doors of our Holly 
Park Family Center, and recently 
we opened a Youth Center there. 
Holly Park was once a crime-rid-
den area that had a reputation of 

wait 

1 being unsafe. Then, the Seattle 
Housing Authority, the US 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, and the City of 
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Seattle stepped in to rebuild Holly 
Park. They envisioned a rnixed
income community comprised of 
caring and committed individuals 
who were working together to cre
ate a warm, inviting, and safe com
munity. 

"Through the efforts of Atlantic 
Street Center and a multitude of 
other organizations, we are helping 

serious issues. 
t programs that build 

th Programs: building self. 
social skills and helping to 

itive · tudes toward s 
- home, unity through: 

• social an tional activiti• 
• community-se projects 
• after-school tutoring and ho 

assistance 
sitive role-model guest 

• educational and recreational 

Holly Park residents to recognize 
and develop their strengths by 
encouraging family to help family, 
youth to help youth, and neighbor 
to help neighbor. We are bringing 
together the community there in 
ways that we previously had not 
even considered." (ASC's In Action 
Newsletter, First Quarter, 1999.) 

In addition to the Holly Park 
Center, the ASC runs the Southeast 
Family Center in the Beacon Hill 
area of Seattle. The family centers 
work together with other neigh
borhood organizations to offer 
counseling, support groups, parent 
education, and family activities to 
residents of southeast Seattle. 

er services 
anagers at 5 Sea 
with large num 

Sandra Hiramatsu, a member 
of the ASC Board of Directors, tells Sisters attending Summer Academy together. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 2000 7 



8 

the story of how Mary Blackwell 
received a call from her son in 
California, asking her to take cus
tody of his two sons. She knew she 
would need help with the task. So, 
before the boys arrived, she started 
attending ASC's Grandparent 
Support Group at the Southeast 
Family Center. Blackwell dis
covered that she was not alone 
and isolated in the community 
but found other grandparents 
facing the same task. She 
learned about custody issues 
and the judicial system, and 
she received emotional sup
port. When the boys' father 
moved to Seattle from 
California, he wanted to put 
his life back on track. He start
ed attending the Effective 
Black Parenting Classes and 
asked Blackwell to attend as 
well. That way, they could 
develop a consistent method 
for parenting the children 
together. "God has put people 
in our lives to help us get to 
where we want to be," 
Blackwell said. 

Returning to Roots 

"For those of you who know 
the 88-year history of Atlantic Street 
Center, it is interesting to realize 
that we are returning to our roots," 
writes executive director David 
Okimoto. "For the first 40 years, 
ASC was a neighborhood center. It 
was only in the 1950s that we 

exploring the rocky shore of Puget 
Sound. Perhaps Martin is still 
among them. He is a very careful 
and thoughtful child. Last summer, 
while some children ran from rock 
to rock, overturning them and gath
ering as many snails and crabs in 
their buckets as they could, Martin 

looked out over the blue sound 
and gazed at the reflection of [ 
the sun on the water. He spent 
much time with one rock, 
watching one crab sidle along, 
attempting always to hide on 
the down side of the rock as 
Martin slowly turned the rock 
over and over. The boy studied 
the crab's habits. 

It was hard for the other 
children to let their booty go at 
the end of the day. All the crabs 
and urchins, the clams, and the 
snails had to be returned to the 
sea. That was part of the deal, 
their counselors said. Pockets 
would be checked. As children 
sadly tossed the contents of 
their buckets back into the 
sound, Martin straightened up 
and looked out over the sound 
again. It had been a good day, 
though he could have watched 
that crab a while longer. Although a few of the pro

grams with homeless children 
have taken the ASC to schools When the weather gets hot, the sprinkler provides relief 

There are many unusual 
traits in this child, Martin, that 
could make him a good 
researcher, a patient teacher of 

in northern Seattle, for the 
most part ASC has remained a 
neighborhood-based organization. 
Funding comes from many diverse 
sources: from city, county, and state 
grants; local foundations and com
panies; United Methodist churches 
and units of United Methodist 
Women; individuals; and other 
church groups. The list of collabora
tors with which the ASC works to 
bring services to residents of south
east Seattle includes hundreds of 
agencies. These agencies range 
from hospitals and universities, 
schools and housing projects, to 
local organizations such as the Boy 
Scouts, Goodwill, and the YMCA. 

turned to the traditional social
service model. Today, ASC looks 
more like a community center or 
neighborhood cent r than a social
service agency. We are fulfilling our 
new vision of bringing the best 
treatment approaches together to 
develop and enhance the strengths 
of Seattle's youth and families. The , 
impact of the asset model has set us 
on a new course, and for that we are 
profoundly grateful." 

Letting Go 
This summer once again the 
Summer Academy children will be 
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mathematics, or perhaps a tena
cious scientist. The Atlantic Street 
Center has intervened to give him 
an even chance to reach his poten
tial, despite the hurdles he has 
already experienced during his 
young life. 0 

*Martin's name has been changed. 

Christie R. House is Associate Editor of 
New World Outlook. She visited 
Atlantic Street Center as part of a pro
fessional leave project. She was 
Martin's tutor. 
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"I taught m elf di ision yester
day," Carl aid brightly. "Not at 
cho l but her , at Neighborhood 

Center." H turned back to the 
" a tle" game on the computer in 
the Grades 1-3 room of the After-
chool Program. He had to zap the 

alien standing next to the correct 
answer on the screen. Sure enough, 
ix divided by two, and alien num

ber three was zapped to dust. 
As soon as he arrived from 

school that afternoon, he rushed 
into the room to show his after
school teacher, Darlene 
Simmons, a crumpled
up paper with an "A" 
prominently displayed 
at the top. ''Ms. Darlene, 
I got 100 on my spelling!" 

"I knew you could 
do it," aid Simmons. 

As the other chil
dren filed in, some 
began homework, 
ome tarted on crafts, 

and others went 
directly to the games. 

favorite game was 
Mancala, an African 
game played with a 
wooden board and 
tones or beads. Shau

niqua thought she 
could take her teacher 
on, but Ms. Darlene 
provided pretty stiff 
competition. Through 
the course of the after
noon, all the children 
would rotate through 
games, crafts, and 
homework help. They 
would also have a 
nack and probably 

get a chance to play 
outside since the wea
ther was sunny. 

Neighbor to 
Neighbor: 

Neighborhood 
Center of the 

Central 
Pennsylvania 
Conference 

by Christie R. House 

cared for Harrisburg's inner-city 
children since 1910. In that time it 
has outgrown five different uptown 
locations. Its current home, com
pleted in 1984, was its first all-new 
facility, designed and built especial
ly to house Neighborhood Center. 
The original mission was founded 
by the Harrisburg Board for 
Deaconess Work of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church-with its first 
deaconess, Helen E. Kirk, followed 
a year later by Sara E. Mardorff. At 
the time, the center was working 

with Polish, Italian, 
and Slavic peoples, 
most of whom 
could not speak 
English. 

This particu
lar community cen
ter has always had 
strong support and 
guidance from the 
Central Pennsyl
vania Conference, 
United Methodist 
Women (UMW), 
and the Harrisburg 
District. The work 
began when the 
Woman's Home 
Missionary Society 
of Harrisburg and 
pastors from many 
Harrisburg church
es met to get the 
work started. 

Neighborhood 
Center of the Central 
Pennsylvania Confer
ence of The United 
Methodist Church has Ashlea; , midway down the slide at Neighborhood Center in Harrisburg, PA. 

Today, the 
largest part of the 
center's annual budg
et of $830 ,000 comes 
from the conference 
and the UMW, with 
national support 
from the General 
Board of Global 
Ministries. The pop
ulation of the com
munity began to 
change during the 
first part of the 
twentieth century 
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The Neighborhood Center director, ]airee 
Counterman, holds Champaigne while 
Noah and Michael never sit still. 

Shauniqua thought she could take on her 
teacher, Darlene Simmons, in a game of 
Man cal a. 

as more African American families 
moved north. Today, the population 
served by the center is mainly 
African American and includes a 
few Hispanic, Caucasian, and 
Asian families as well. 

More Than Just Daycare 
"Neighborhood Center adapts to 
the needs of its neighbors in a time
ly manner," explained current exec
utive director, Jairee Counterman. 
"We have to be in tune with the 
heart of the neighborhood and 
answer what the community is 
expressing as its needs." Most 
recent examples have been two 
new and growing ministries: Food 
Distribution and Healthy Neighbors, a 
community health ministry. 

The food ministry started as a 
direct result of the changes intro
duced by the 1996 Welfare Reform 
Act. The law now requires those 
receiving welfare to find a job and 
move off the welfare rolls within a 
specified time period. The law 
ended welfare as an entitlement to 
citizens and replaced welfare with 
Temporary Assistance to Needy 
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Families. The lifetime cap for public 
assistance is five years. 

The law did not, however, 
address the need to create jobs that 
would ensure new workers a living 
wage. It did not guarantee that the 
jobs would come with adequate 
health-care insurance to cover 
workers and their families. Many of 
the jobs available for the unskilled 
and undereducated, who generally 
need public assistance, do not pro
vide either a living wage or health 
insurance. 

As people began to lose cash 
assistance and food stamps, they 
couldn't make ends meet. 
Neighborhood residents and their 
children were going hungry. 
Neighborhood Center responded 
by partnering with several commu
nity hunger organizations to bring 
food into the center for distribution. 
In the first year, 40 to 50 families 
accepted food. That number soon 
tripled to 150 each week. 

At Neighborhood Center, the 
food is free. There is no voucher or 
referral system to control who gets 
food through city or state channels. 
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On Tuesdays, anyone who is hun
gry can come get what the center 
has to offer. The South Central 
Pennsylvania Food Bank brings 
truckloads of bread, produce, and 
dairy products. The Channels Food 
Recovery Ministry provides hun
dreds of sandwiches and packaged 
food items that volunteers must 
transport to the center. The World 
Hunger Fund provides a small 
grant that helps to pay for the extra 
staff time. Thanks to these min
istries, the center distributes 5000 
pounds of food each week. 

Another developing ministry is 
the Healthy Neighbors Community 
Health Ministry. It helps working 
adults, aged 18 to 62, whose jobs do 
not provide health insurance. The 
program also helps children who 
are enrolled at Neighborhood 
Center and senior citizens who 
have trouble with their medication 
and treatment. 

Healthy Neighbors is staffed by 
Susan Edris, a registered nurse, 
who is also a United Methodist 
chaplain. The program helps clients 
access existing clinics, partners, 

and a local federally funded clinic 
to secure health care for those in 
need. The Central Pennsylvania 
Conference awarded grants total
ing $15,000 to get the program start
ed. The center provides an initial 
screening and referrals for medical 
help. 

"We are cooperating with 
about 50 different agencies," noted 
Counterman, "some every day, 
some as needed. We share counsel
ing services, financial services, and 
conference resources. If we need to 
go into a child's home to find out 
about the source of a problem, we 
may call on another agency to help 
with that. We can't do everything, 
and often someone else can do a job 
better." Neighborhood Center tries 
to address unmet needs in the com
munity rather than duplicate the 
efforts of other organizations. Some 
of the organizations the center 
works with are the YWCA, the 
Harrisburg Area Community 
College, the 4-H Club, the 
Neighborhood Dispute Settlement, 
the Neighborhood Watch, and 
many others. "At heart, we are still 

a center of Christian life, made pos
sible by our ongoing ties with the 
church and little dependence on 
government funds," observed 
Counterman. 

In some areas, however, 
Counterman wished for more col
laboration. "Both historically and 
recently, the school administration 
of the City of Harrisburg has not 
been cooperative in our programs," 
she said. "They will bus children 
home, but they will not drop them 
off at the center for the after-school 
program. At the same time, the 
school district doesn't provide any 
after-school care. We have to pick 
up kids from four different 
schools." 

Another problem in Harrisburg 
is that city and state regulations 
may contradict each other in areas 
such as assistance programs, trans
portation, and housing as well as 
education. Nevertheless, the need 
continues. The center encounters 
community residents who need 
help-being caught in poverty, pros
titution, and drug abuse-and who 
experience a lack of health care, 
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Calvin, holding snake, followed by Brittain, Brazill, and Dominique, with Ms. Darlene. 

Kian greets his mother Cora as she picks him up from the after-school program. 

transportation, affordable housing, 
and better educational opportuni
ties for their children . 

Yet many in the city, even out
side the church, do give the center 

support. "I looked out my office 
window one day and saw a very 
rough-looking man headed up the 
sidewalk," Counterman recalled. "I 
did what I usually do when 
strangers enter the building. I 
walked to meet him and put myself 
between him and the hallway to the 
children. I introduced myself and 
asked what I could do for him. He 
reached under his coat and pulled 
out a brown paper bag-full of 
money. He had seen a copy of our 
newsletter, cut out the picture on 
the front page, and taped it to a jar 
with a caption: 'For the children in 
our neighborhood.' He put it on the 
counter in his bar and collected 
over $100 in just a few weeks. I still 
keep the photo and the caption." 

Life's Surprises 
Big and little surprises can add 
spark to life in an instituion. For 
example, there was the time the 
after-school program discovered a 
snake in the playground. What are 
the chances of finding a snake on 
the loose in center-city Harrisburg? 
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"Ms. Darlene, it's a snake! It is!" 
called one child, as he balanced the 
poor creature across a small stick 
and ran toward her. Ms. Darlene 
doubted. 

"It can't be a snake," she said. 
"It's a big worm." 

"No, Ms. Darlene," several 
children shouted. "It' s got eyes. 
See? Look, Ms. Darlene." 

Ms. Darlene reluctantly looked 
at the dangling creature. She had to 
admit, it was no worm. Now she 
had the problem of how to save the 
poor creature before the boys and 
girls tore it apart out of curiosity. 
"OK, OK," she said. She allowed 
everyone to gather around for a 
look, while holding on to the boy's 
arm who held the stick. "We need 
to find him a good home." 

Several of the children cast 
about looking for "a good home" 
and one child found a hole dug out 
at the edge of the fence. The entire 
playground of kids escorted Ms. 
Darlene and the snake to the hole in 
the ground. They dropped him in 
and covered him with dirt as par
ents began arriving to pick up their 
children. 

"We found a snake today and 
gave him a good home," they 
explained. 

"It must have been a worm." 
"No, momma, it had EYES!" 
And so ended another day-

but not for Neighborhood Center. 
The teen center was still meeting, 
and the piano lessons were still 
going on. Planning for the 
Christmas program had started and 
the Board of Directors was sched
uled to meet that night. 
Neighborhood Center was-and 

, is-a busy place with a mission. D 

Christie R. House is the associate editor 
of New World Outlook. The 
Neighborhood Center was one of the 
stops on her recen t Leave for 
Professional Development. 



lftaln.t Programs of Neighborhood Center 
of The United Methodist Church 

er Within You-a collaborative program with 4-H, working with youth aged 13 to 
• · g and peer-mediation skills. 

-1-~rted in part by the U · ay for 
8'Yd guidance from caring adults iJ1i!fJllljMl'Dlt and solidarity 

Ull,l.UM, an emergency pantry, speakers, workshops, and 
~---~ml tifliinii&••~el!ll part of the program to help teens find a y out of poverty. 
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Clockwise from p. 14, top: Counselor and student stroll along the 
Puget Sound at Atlantic Street Center's Summer Academy, Seattle; 
Michael, and (right) Lorena, at the Teen Parent Services of Marcy
Newberry Associatiou, Chicago; Robert, Atlantic Street Center; Starfish 
exploration at the Summer Academy, Atlantic Street Center; Kirsten 
makes a paper chain, after-school program, Neigh'borhood Center, 
Harrisburg; Preschool teacher and students, Teen Parent Services, Marcy
Newberry Association; Brittain, Brazill, and Tiara, and (left) /anisha 
attend the after-school program at Neigh'borhood Center, Harrisburg. 
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"I don't know what I'd have 
done without this place" can 
be a pat response to a polite 
question. But for teenaged 
mothers interviewed on 
Chicago's west side, the 
response was deep and sin-

A New Community 
Challenges Old Ways study cosmetology instead," 

she said thoughtfully. 
Marcy-Newberry Association 

Enters the Twenty-First Century 
The Greenfield-Robinson 

Transitional Living Center is 
a residential dormitory-style 
building that sits just behind 
the Newberry Center. It is 
funded by the Illinois 
Department of Human 

cere. The question: "Where 
would you be without 
Marcy-Newberry?" seemed to 
catch each one off guard. The 
response was universal. All the 
young women suddenly became 
very still and looked down at the 
ground, as though they were 
replaying recent events. Each took a 
deep breath and let it out before 
answering. Many shook their 
heads. "I don't know. Without this 
place? I don't know." 

"I expect Jason and I would be 
sleeping on the streets," reasoned 
Victoria. She would be celebrating 
her son's first birthday the next day. 
Her grandmother was still support
ive of her and her son, Victoria said, 

by Christie R. House 

"but she told me that if I ever got 
pregnant and I was still living 
under her roof, she would put me 
out." That meant growing up in a 
hurry for Victoria. She found the 
Greenfield-Robinson Transitional 
Living Center, a part of the Marcy
Newberry Association. 

"I think Victoria will be one of 
our success stories," said Annette 
Robinson, the center's director. 
"She's going to meet her goals and 
come out all right." One of 
Victoria's goals is to go to college, 
study to be a mortician, and work 
at a funeral home. "Or maybe I'll 

Above: Cassandra Henderson and Cherie Lumpkin, of Marci;-Newberry's Supervised 
Independent Living Program, hold their daughters. Opposite, p. 17: Children of the Head 
Start Program at the Newberry Center in Chicago, Illinois. 
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Services, but like Newberry Center, 
it is owned by the Women's 
Division of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. The Women's 
Division gave a $300,000 start-up 
grant for the project. The residence 
can house up to 10 young women 
between the ages of 18 and 21 who 
are pregnant or who have children. 
Greenfield-Robinson is a super
vised 24-hour shelter. Some of the 
residents are referred by the 
Department of Human Services, 
but others manage to find the cen
ter on their own. 

Working with teens can be dif
ficult and heartbreaking work for 
the church, but it can also be great
ly rewarding. "Members of this age 
group have to make their own deci
sions. When they make the wrong 
choices, they'll have another child 
before long," lamented Gladys 
King-Lucas, assistant director of 
church relations. "And there's noth
ing you can do." At Greenfield
Robinson, the staff works with 
each young woman to develop an 
individual care plan. Each is 
referred for counseling or social 
services, as needed. At the same 
time, all learn skills for more effec
tive parenting, budgeting, meal 
planning, cooking, and working 
with one another. They must all 
either attend school, study to take 

, the exam for a General Equivalency 
Diploma (G.E.D.), or work while 
their children are in daycare. 

Kisha Pleasant, another resi
dent, has finished high school. Her 
plan now is to finish her last semes
ter of trade school and use her com
puter skills to get a good job. "She's 
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very motivated," noted Robinson. 
Kisha gets up at about 5 A.M. every 
weekday with her two children. 
She leaves west Chicago on the bus 
and drops the children in a south 
Chicago neighborhood, where a rel
ative babysits them. She then rides 
to north Chicago to take her classes. 
"She goes to bed with her kids at 
6:00 P.M.," Robinson reports, "and 
she's so tired by then that you can't 
wake her up, even if you pound on 
the door. But she's another one who 
is going to make it." 

By contrast, a third resident 
had just dropped out of school. She 
had no idea what she was going to 
do next. "I'll just look in the paper 
for a job, I guess," she said, carrying 
her one-year-old daughter. "I need 
to work. School just doesn' t feel 
right." Before entering Greenfield
Robinson, she lived with an aunt. 

Changing Times 
The Greenfield-Robinson Trans
itional Living Center is one of three 
Marcy-Newberry programs that 
serves teenaged mothers and their 

children. There are programs at the 
Rockwell, Newberry, and Marcy 
centers, three of Marcy-Newberry's 
11 centers that offer programs to the 
general teen population. But teen 
mothers have special needs. They 
are almost always single. They have 
to complete their own education 
and job training and learn how to 
support both themselves and their 
young children, all the while being 
mindful of the developmental and 
physical needs of their babies. 

In west Chicago, they must 
accomplish this in an environment 
of rapid social change. "See that 
hole in the ground?" asked Jannie 
Jamison, the coordinator of chil
dren's services at Marcy-Newberry 
Association. "That was a 1000 unit 
high-rise that housed low-income 
people a few weeks ago. They took 
down three of those units in the 
past year. Now they're replacing 
them with these two-story flat 
units, housing about three to four 
families on each floor. They moved 
all the people out. Some of the for
mer residents will come back. 

"The city has a plan to create 
mixed-income neighborhoods," 
Jamison continued. "So we might 
have subsidized units for people 
receiving Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families (TANF), with mar
ket-value apartments also and 
$250,000 homes across the street." 

"The rebuilding is taking place 
in a way never before seen in 
Chicago," said Benjamin J. 
Kendrick, Marcy-Newberry's exec
utive director. "The Chicago 
Housing Authority is building a 
new $500 million development of 
townhouses and single-family 
homes. Job-training programs and 
employment opportunities, as well 
as social services, are the order of 
the day as we move forward in the 
process. In addition, the University 
of Illinois, South Campus, has 
decided to build a $500 million new 
campus in the historic Ma well 
Street area. They developed a com
munity committee made up of resi
dents, agencies, and community 
organizations-including Marcy
Newberry-to help decide what 
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Story time at the Teen Parent Services of Marcy-Newberry Association. 

the new campus will be. These 
many changes make it necessary 
for Marcy-Newberry Association to 
rethink its services and plan to be 
ready to offer support for this new 
community." 

Kendrick is also the president 
of the West Side Consortium, a 
community network of institutions 
and organizations on Chicago's 
near west side. It coordinates efforts 
to develop a healthy community by 
integrating services. City agencies, 
community centers, schools, non
profit service agencies, hospitals, 
and citizens' committees are among 
the organizations that make up the 
consortium. 

"We already see the changes 
affecting our Head Start pro
grams," said Jamison. "Head Start 
is a half-day program we run in 
seven of our centers. But with the 
Welfare to Work requirements, par
ents have to be working full days or 
attending school or training. The 
half-day programs no longer fit 
their needs." Meanwhile the full-

day child-care programs of the cen
ters are filled to capacity. In answer 
to this change, Marcy-Newberry, in 
conjunction with the West Side 
Consortium, started an Institute for 
Family Child-Care Home Providers. 
Low-income residents receive train
ing to obtain a Child Development 
Associate certification so they can 
provide daycare in their homes. 
The child-care provider thus gains 
an income, meets the Welfare to 
Work requirement, and provides 
safe and affordable child care for 
other parents while they work. 

Hard Choices 
The young women in Marcy
Newberry's teen mother programs 
must undergo the critical environ
mental and personal challenges , 
taking place in their lives. The teens 
of the Supervised Independent 
Living Program, directed by 
Margaret L. Williams, have yet 
another challenge in that they are 
wards of the State of Illinois. This 
program is designed specifically for 
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young women under n 
the guardianship of the en 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family o 
Services (IDCFS) who, ii 
while in foster care er 
placements, have be- efi 
come pregnant and now e< 
have children of their av 
own. Many have lived 
in group homes for a 
years, removed from 
birth families because 
of neglect, abuse, or 
behavioral problems. 

At age 21, these 
young women will be 
"emancipated"-freed 
from state custody. But 
without special care 
and opportunities, many 
will end up back on 
state assistance pro
grams. Marcy-Newberry 
Association services 22 

of these young female clients 
between the ages of 17 and 21. They 
are placed in independent-living 
situations where two young women 
share an apartment together with 
their children. With the help of the 
staff, clients decide on long-term 
goals while they receive assistance 
with living expenses, transporta
tion costs, and daycare services for 
their children. 

"They've been receiving many 
services from the state. Then, one 
day, it's all gone," commented 
Williams. "It's a hard lesson that 
most don't learn until they're out 
there. They need to learn even the 
simple tasks of living that they did 
not learn in a group home." 

Williams talked of how the 
"old settlement-house tradition" of 
Marcy-Newberry is still needed in 
the community today. The settle
ment house, founded by Elizabeth 
Marcy in 1883 in the back room of a 
smoky saloon, helped poor Eastern 
European immigrants enter Amer
ican society. Today Marcy-Newberry 
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d nt make the transition. 

"At first, I thought we should 
go citywide with this program," 
Williams recalled . "But Mr. 
Kendrick said it would be better to 
define our service within a specific 
area. I have to say he was right. We 
ha e developed a managerial syn
ergy among the various services of 
Marcy-Newberry. If our clients 
need baby care or daycare, we can 
do that. If they need referral for 
services or help to finish work on 
the G.E.D., we can do that. When 
they are ready to rent their first 
apartment, we're there. Next we'll 
service the children and then the 
grandchildren. Our services extend 
from cradle to grave. And if some of 
our women here make the wrong 
choices, we're still here for them. 

Staff members help the young 
women make more of the right 
choices. "He's not going to be in the 
care of IDCFS as he grows up," 
declared Tasha of her toddler son, 
Kamyl. Tasha has been in a cooper
ative-living apartment for 14 
months. She completed her G.E.D. 
and has a job with Midway Airport 
in security. "I'll have my own apart
ment and a better job," she said, 
"and I'm going to take care of my 
son myself." One of the benefits of 
the program is that many women 
stay together even after they leave 
the program. They share their liv
ing expenses and provide one 
another with mutual support. 

Cassandra, a second client, was 
attending technical school and was 
ready to graduate. But a third client 
seemed to have no plans. She was 
not working or attending school, 
and she was to be emancipated 
from state custody within a few 
months. Jannie Jamison gave her a 
big hug. "We've got a lot of work to 
do with you, then, don' t we," she 
said. The client faced hard choices. 

A Place To Grow 
Marcy-Newberry has set up a third 
program for pregnant and teen 
mothers inside an Illinois Depart
ment of Human Services (IDHS) 
facility to help teenaged TANF par
ents earn General Equivalency 
Diplomas. The Teen Parent Services 
provides daycare and educational 
services for infants and young chil
dren at the IDHS so that parents 
have a safe place for their children 
on site while they study for the 
High School Equivalency Exam. 

In addition to G.E.D. classes, 
Teen Parent Services pro ides par
enting classes, health resources, and 
parent-child interactive activities. 
Once students earn their diplomas, 
they have an opportunity to contin
ue studies at the Malcolm X College 
for an associate degree. But, as with 
the other programs, "it all depends 
on the teens," says Annette Wynn, 
program director. Either they are 
motivated to get their lives on track, 
or they are not. And, if not, that is 
their choice. 

"A beacon of hope, an island in 
the sea of need" are ways that 
Marcy-Newberry Association has 
been described. As it enters a new 
century, in what will be a new com
munity, the old mission statement 
still applies. Its goal is to "enable 
people of all ages to reach their full 
potential and b come 
responsible citizens 
and participants in the 
community." Now, 
though, this mission 
statement is being 
interpreted in innova
tive ways to match 
neighbors' needs in the 
twenty-first century. 0 

Christie R. House is 
Associate Editor of New 
World Outlook. 

Marcy-Newberry 
Association Centers 

Ashland Center: provides Head 
Start, daycare, after-school care, 
and teen programming. 

Clair-Christian Head Start 

North Austin Head Start 

Austin Townhall Center: Head Start 

George Collins Senior Citizens 
Apartments 

Cooperative Living Apartments: 
for wards of the state 

Greenfield-Robinson 
Transitional Living Center: a 
shelter for teen mothers and their 
children. 

Marcy Center (the largest site): 
provides Head Start, daycare, 
after-school care, senior pro
grams, and teen programming. 

Newberry Center: provides Head 
Start, daycare, after-school care, 
and evening programs for teens. 

Rockwell Center: provides Head 
Start, daycare, after-school care, 
and evening programs for teens. 

Teen Parent Services 

Jannie Jamison (right) listens to a young client of the Teen 
Parent Seroices in Chicago. 
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TRANSITION TO 
INDEPENDENCE 

IN EAST 77MOR 

country's infrastructure 
destroyed, along with crops, 
livestock, and most businesses. 
The National Timorese 
Resistance Council (CNRT), 
made up of a coalition of East 
Timorese leaders who fought for 
independence, has struggled to 
find survivors who have the 
necessary organizational and 
political skills to build the new 
country. 

20 

by John Campbell-Nelson 

On August 30, 1999, through a United 
Nations referendum, nearly 80 percent 
of the East Timorese people voted for 
independence from Indonesia. Even as 
they voted, though, they were packing 
their possessions, preparing to leave. 
They knew that the Indonesia-backed 
militia groups, who lived among them, 
would quickly retaliate against them, 
forcing them to flee to the hills and 
across the border for refuge. 

In October 1999, as a grave eco
nomic crisis caused rioting throughout 
the Indonesian archipelago, Indonesia 
elected a new president: Abdu"ahman 
Wahid, a Muslim, who supported East 

While East Timar has slipped 
to the bottom of the "world's 
poorest countries" list, outside 
commercial interests moved in 
to service a large contingent of 
foreigners. These foreigners 
include UN peacekeeping 
forces, staff members of non
governmental organizations 
(NGOs), and journalists now 
residing in Dili, the capital. 

Far Left: The shores of East 
Timor. Left: John Campbel/
Nelson, missionary with the 
United Church of Christ in 
West Timor. Top: East 
Timorese refugees in West 

The self-contained Olympia 
Hotel-a large, multistoried 
cruise ship that is moored in 
the harbor-provides first-class 
accommodations to foreign 
workers, the only people in East 
Timar able to afford the food, 
shelter, and entertainment it 
offers. Meanwhile, the few East Timar. 

Timor's independence. By then, how
ever, devastating damage had been done 
to East Timar. When UN-sponsored 
peacekeeping troops, led by Australian 
forces, finally entered East Timar last 
fall , they found deserted streets, burned 
and looted buildings, mass graves, and 
a grieving people. 

The United Nations Transitional 
Authority in East Timar (UNTAET) 
was established to govern until East 
Timor recovers enough to govern itself. 
However, the progress toward a true 
and peaceful independence has been 
slow. As residents return from their 
places of refuge, they are finding their 

Timorese hired by the foreign 
interests must be fluent in 
English-not a common lan
guage in this East Asian coun
try where most people speak 

Tetun, various Indonesian languages, 
or Portuguese. 

John Campbell-Nelson, a mission
ary pastor of the United Church of 
Christ, lives in West Timor, where 
many East Timorese refugees still 
remain. He visits East Timor frequent
ly and reports his assessment of t~ 
transitional period below. 

Though the plight of East Tl.D\or 
faded from the news these da 
West Tl.D\or is still greatly 
cemed with the ongoing efllm 
the crisis. Three · · 
month and a half, I 
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a t Tim r. Thus I thought it might 
b u ful to hare ome bserva
ti n f u ed on th agenda for the 
tran ition to indep ndence. 

n of my trip was to trans
Jat for an as essm nt t am sent by 
th n ral Board of Global 
Mini tri of The United M thodi t 

hurch. Thu Jonah Chang, repre
nting th United Methodist 

Committe on Relief (UMCOR); 
David Rodriguez, an executive in 
Mi ion ontexts and Relation-
hips; and I gathered one evening 

with th 12 remaining pa tors of the 
Protestant Church of Ea t Timor. 
W w re there to discuss the pas
tors' mo t urgent needs in the 
reconstruction proce s. After some 
awkward silences, they mentioned 
medicin , co king equipment, and 
a few motorcycles-soon adding 
clothes, oap, pencils, and paper. It 
quickly became apparent that they 
ne <led everything because they 
had lo t everything-except their 
faith. That faith was evident on a 
Sunda when we visited a full and 
lively church in the 
interior. There we 
witnessed the bap
tism of several 
babies born while 
their mothers were 
on the run from the 
militias. 

Justice, Peace, and 
Reconciliation 
On my most recent 
trip to Dill I was 
both interpreting 
and facilitating a 
workshop on conflict 
resolution. It was 
an:luded by Robert 

Alice Evans of 
lllalWl!llhaii~ Institute 

hosted by 
IDlllmntOnmh 

t.m.ae. It 
work

highly motivated group of partici
pant , ev nly divided among 
Catholics and Protestants . Most 
were young people and all were 
involved in som way with the 
proce s of ocial reconstruction . 
Human-rights con ultants from 
UNTAET were pre ent severa l 
times to ob erve. 

The high point of the workshop 
was a simulation entitled "The 
Militia's Return. " We took the com
mon problem of militia members' 
trying to negotiate for a safe return 
to their villages. Then we used this 
problem to practice the skills 
learned in the workshop. One 
group of participants represented 
militia members; a second group, 
their victims; and a third group, the 
mediators. The participants didn't 
reach an agreement on whether or 
not the militia members could 
return, but they did agree on the 
necessity of a judicial process. The 
victims were not the only ones who 
wanted this. Those playing the 
parts of militia members also saw a 

judicial process as the only thing 
that could offer them protection 
from the people's wrath. 

The question then was: 
"Should militia members be held in 
detention in Dill or be allowed to go 
home while awaiting trial?" One 
victim, whose brother had been 
killed by militia members in real 
life, said: "Following the example 
of Jesus, I can perhaps forgive you, 
but you still have to take responsi
bility for what you did. We are try
ing to put our lives back together 
and rebuild our village, and we 
don't want to have to look at your 
faces while we do these things. 
You'd better just stay in Dill." 

A general question also arose: 
"Can we build justice and peace at 
the same time, or do we need to see 
justice done before we can begin to 
be at peace?" 

The question of reconciliation 
has become a testing ground in East 
Timor. In the villages, residents 
who are active in negotiation for the 
return of refugees, the resolution of 

a very Grace Protestant Church in Akanunu, near Dili, torched by pro-Indonesian miliHll. 

property issues, and 
other political iss
ues are at the same 
time making an 
early bid for politi
cal leadership. Peo
ple with a proven 
ability to resolve 
conflicts would be 
credible candidates 
in the national elec
tions. But the stu
dents don' t really 
trust the current 
generation of poli
ticians to hold a 
consensus together. 
They want to go 
straight to the peo
ple as a check 
against the infight
ing that has already 
begun. Several said 
they thought CNRr 
would benefit from 
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Above: East Timorese children raid the dumpster looking for something to sell. Opposite, 
p. 23: Jonah Chang stands beside the dock of the floating Olympia Hotel, where foreign jour
nalists, UN staff, and NGO workers live and where English is the universal language. 

the w orkshop. But doing work
shops can become a problem in 
itself because people are going to 
fight over who can control the rec
onciliation process, and workshops 
sometimes "empower" people in 
ways not always intended by inno
cent trainers. 

At present, one of the main fac
tors delaying the return of refugees 
from West Timor is the lack of a 
judicial process to hold accountable 
those responsible for the terrible 
destruction following the referen
dum. Many refugees who fled East 
Trmor have family members who 
belong to the militias or are mem
bers of the Indonesian military. 
These family members are afraid to 
go back to East Trmor without some 
assurance of a fair trial. In East 
Tnnor, there is general support for 
the effort to try war criminals in 
Indonesia. This would be a chance 
to reform the Indonesian military 
and clean up the judicial system. 
But the East Tunorese are deter
mined that an international tribunal 
is also essential 

transitional government, but not 
much is said about the transitional 
economy. Australians and Chinese 
Indonesians are brokering deals 
with CNRT leaders. There is a 
thriving carpetbagger economy 
that has exaggerated the inevitable 
inflation. In fact, there is an 
Indonesian rupiah-based economy 
for the people and a much larger 
US/ Australian dollar-based econo
my for the foreigners . 

The dollar-based economy is 
symbolized by the Olympia Hotel, 
from whence UNTAET staff 
descend in the morning and to 
which they return in the evening. 
Like them, their money sets foot on 
shore and immediately returns 
from whence it came. The final 
irony is that the Olympia is said to 
be dumping its waste into the bay. 
East Tnnorese who work on the 
ship confirm this. Whether or not it 
is true literally, it is certainly true 
symbolically. 

While East Tunorese workers 
are paid between $100 and $200 a 
month, foreign worke,m • 
$6000 per 
~mllllld." 

to speak their language, now every
one has to speak English or be rele
gated to the status of a voiceless 
peasant. Thus thousands of capable 
East Timorese are left to sit on their 
porches and watch the parade go 
by because they were educated in 
Indonesian instead of English or 
Portuguese. Sad to say, few staff 
members of the UN and the inter
national NGOs have a clue about 
the talent and local knowledge they 
are wasting. 

In a similar way, ignorance 
about the indigenous economy 
threatens to send the UN down the 
same blind alley that Indonesia fol
lowed. Clearly, 80 percent of East 
Timorese are subsistence farmers
or would be if they could live in 
their villages again; could get 
appropriate local seed, not com
mercial hybrids that deteriorate 
after the second or third planting; 
and could find a way to tum the 
soil. (In many areas, the cattle used 
to prepare the ground were shot by 
the militias and left to rot in the 
fields.) 

These self-employed subsis
tence farmers should be seen as 
East Timor 's main economic 
resource and the foundation of its 
future economy. They have a wider 
range of skills than most urban 
dwellers and are able to provide for 
themselves and their families with 
little more working capital than a 
machete and a digging stick. They 
should be feeding their urb 
cousins instead of joining the r 
of the urban unemployed. As 
agricultural base will also give 
country some bieathing mom 
preparation for the baby 
woertaintoJ~nir·a.'.111lflS~ 
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:ar for a longer time than initial! , 
thought. It will n ed to continu 
until Jul or ugu t for ri e fam1 r 
and th outh oa t and until 
February 2001 f r com farm r and 
then rth a t. 

are indication 
UNT ET want to c ntrol ma 
communication in order to r duce 
c nfli t. Yi t, rumor fl at n th 
wind, and th re i n wa to count
er them. People in the regional 
t wns and illage hear nothing of 
the out ide world for we ks at a 
tun . Thu r gi nali m become 
more and more ntrenched. 

Along with food , the UN 
hould b di tributing hortwa e 

radio and pro iding paper and 
presse that the Ea t Tunore e 
can begin an open dialogue about 
their future. Their need to say in 
public what has happened to 
them-to expres their grief and 
their hope-is being stifled by the 

of mass communications. Let a 
thousand newspapers blossom. Let 

spoken language indige
F.ast Timor, establish itself 

writllll\ language in print. Let 
and read and 
. future. 

remains a 

a pro ess 
wh reb pe ple hav a chance to 
a what kind f go ernance they 

want and what part they want to 
play in it. Th r al o n ds to b a 
way of d fining th tim when the 
p opl will be r ady for self-gover
nance t b gin. Thi will give them 
the en that th are mo -
ing toward independence 
and will r lieve a lot of their 
f ling f b ing r colonized
this time, by the UN. 

Every tim I go to East 
Tunor, th r ar isibl igns 
that things are getting better. 
Building material have final- ~ 

1 come, and many people 
can be een rai ing the roof
b am o er their once-ruined 
home3. Some locally grown 

g tab! ha e appear d in th 
mark t . A few buse ha e b gun t 
run out id of Olli. In We t Timor, a 
tid f refug e has at last b gun to 
fl w out of th camps to begin the 

John Campbell-Nelson has been a mis
sionary in West Timar since 1983 for 
the Common Global Ministries Board 
hared by the United Clwrch of Christ 

and the Christian Church/Disciples of 
Christ. He and his wife Karen are on 
the faculty of Artha Wacana Christian 
University in Kupang. 

East Timar in the Vear 2000 
In Dill's business district, 80 to 90 percent of the structures have been leveled. There 
is no post office, telephone, 1V station, newspaper, or potable running water. There 
Is no bank in all of East llmor. 

The United Methodist Church relates to the Protestant Church of East llmor 
(GKTT). The Rev. Arlindo Marcal heads the GIITT as moderator. The Rev. Francisco M. 
de Vasconcelos Is General Secretary. Around September 7, 1999, a report went out 
that De Vasconcelos had been executed by militia. He learned about his alleged 
death two days later. He says he now holds a "back from the grave" theology. 

Half of the 30,000 members of the GKTT were Indonesians, and most of these 
members have fled East llrnor. Of the 30 Protestant churches that existed before the 
referendum on independence, fewer than half are left 

UMCOR has assessed the needs of East llmor and will be providing aid through 
the GIITT. Aid will include grants to purchase tractors, motorcycles, and other vehi
cles, along with funds to provide parenting educators In the churches that remain. 

-Jonah Dlang for UMCOR 

tJMCOR will not be shipping goods to East Timar from the United States. The best 
way to respond is to give to Advance 11240225 "East Timar Relief• Goods and serv
ices purchased in East Timar will help to contribute to the local economy. 
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What Good Can Youth 
Mission Trips Do? 

by Boyce A. Bowdon 

W hat good can youth 
do on a mission trip? 

I found out this past 
March when I went to 
Rio Bravo, Mexico. 
There, more than 350 
youth, young adults, 
and sponsors from 
Arkansas, Texas, 
and Oklahoma 

were spending 
their spring 

breaks on a 
mission 

project. 

The youth worked in Hands 
Together Ministry, a United 
Methodist housing and health proj
ect in the Rio Grande Valley. It is 
coordinated by Oklahoma Confer
ence Volunteers in Mission, direct
ed by Larry Acton. The ministry 
receives some funding from the 

United Methodist Committee 
on Relief, which is part of the 
General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

Dr. Acton took me to 
sites where youth were 
working. I watched them 

build a sidewalk at a home 
for low-income older adults, a 
classroom addition for a public 
school, a cistern for a village 
that didn't have safe water, a 

retaining wall to protect kids 
from a pool of sludge, and 24 hous
es for families that have an average 
of six members each. 

The houses-built of cinder 
blocks on concrete slabs-are 12 
feet by 16 feet and have two doors 
and two windows. By US stan
dards, they seem more appropriate 
for lawn-mower storage shelters 
than for homes. But they delight 
Mexican families who had been liv
ing in dirt-floor dwellings pieced 
together with abandoned lumber 
and scraps of tin and cardboard. 

I interviewed adult sponsors as 
well as youth, and through transla
tors I spoke with Mexicans who 
have received help from the youth 
and young adults. Here are high
lights of four interviews. 

Will Andrews 
Will Andrews, age 23, of 

Denwoody, Vrrginia, 
is a veteran of 
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everal outh mi sion trip and was 
an intern in the Hand Together 
Mini try la t ummer. In the fall, h 
returned to the Colleg of William 
and Mary in Virginia. As soon as he 
comp! ted hi degree in Spanish 
la t De ember, he headed back to 
Rio Bra o to work at the mis ion 
one more. 

" ince I'm fairly fluent in 
panish, I interpret for mi sion 

team and for Mexicans," Will told 
me. "I help locate families who 
n d our a sistance and work with 
the Me ican masons, preparing 
foundation for houses so they will 
be ready for the teams when they 
get here." 

ow that he has lived in Rio 
Bravo everal months, Will knows 
many local residents. "Life is 
e tremely difficult for most people 
here," he said. "They take whatever 
employment they can find, but they 
never seem to raise themselves out 
of poverty. Many families live in 
cardboard boxes and crates they 
have nailed together. Their shelters 
have dirt floors. When it rains, 
water rushes through and the dirt 
turns to mud. Few have electricity, 
o they have no refrigerators-and, 

of cour e, no air conditioners. They 
al o have no beds but sleep on piles 
of blartkets. Their diets are simple 
and parse. Their staples are corn 
and rice and cacti. Some don't have 
afe water." 

Will says he has seen evidence 
that mission teams not only 
improve living conditions for the 
people they serve but also improve 
the quality of people's lives. 

'What we are doing blows the 
minds of many Mexicans," he said. 
"It impresses them that we would 
take time off from work or from 
play and come down here and do 
hard labor in the hot sun. When the 
young people come, it means even 
more to them." 

Serving as an interpreter for the 
Mexicans and for the mission teams 

has convinced Will that the 
Mexicans appreciate the help they 
receive from youth teams and other 
mission volunt ers. "I've seen some 
Mexicans in tears, telling me to 
assure the groups that they are very 
grateful. They believe our youth are 
here because God has led them 
here, and they believe God is work
ing through them." 

Will ay that serving on a 
youth mis ion team has made him 
more aware of the needs in the 
world and has deepened his com
mitment to serve. "While I was here 
last summer, I developed deep 
inner feeling that God is calling me 
to full-time Christian service," he 
said. "I've been going through a 
period of discernment, trying to fig
ure out exactly what my calling 
might be. And being here in Rio 
Bravo has helped me feel strongly 
that I am truly being called to serve 
• • • II m rruss10n. 

Opposite, p. 28: A yout~ member of Mcfarlin UMC in Norman, OK, helps constr.uct a 
house for a Mexican family. Above: Members of the. youth team that went to Mex1~0 ~o 
build relationships and houses. Top: Team members Kristen Vasquez and Esmeralda Ab1gazl. 
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Mexican family members stand in front of 
their new house. Below: An example of the 
shelters that were being replaced. 

Similar Views 
Many other youth whom I inter
viewed expressed views similar to 
Will's. Several said their definitions 
of poverty have changed. One 
youth from the United Methodist 
Church of the Servant in Oklahoma 
City said: "Back home, we think 
our families are poor if they can't 
buy us a new car the day we turn 
16. After coming down here and 
seeing what I have compared to 
what these people have, I don't 
think I'll ever complain again about 
things I don't have and things I 
want but don't need." 

A high school 
junior said: "After I 
get out on my own, 
I see myself still 
doing mission work 
Helping someone 
who needs and 
who wants help is 
so satisfying. It 
surely beats ski 
trips or sunning on 
the beach." 

Andrea Nelms 
Andrea Nelms-a 
junior majoring in 
business manage
ment at Arkansas 
State University in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 
-was on her third 

mission trip to Mexico. During the 
1999 spring break, she taught 
Vacation Bible School. "The kids 
were so loving and energetic," . 
Andrea said. "Give a little girl a hug 
and her face lights up and she 
hangs around you for the rest of 
the trip." 

This year Andrea's team built a 
house. "The couple we were build
ing the house for worked right 
alongside us," she said. "After we 
got the blocks laid and the roof on, 
we put curtains on the two win
dows. Then the couple and their 
three little girls crammed into the 
house with our team for the bless
ing. We prayed for the family and 
their house. Since they didn't know 
English and we didn't know 
Spanish, they didn't understand 
what we were saying, but they 
knew what the Bible was and they 
knew we were praying. When we 
finished, they hugged us." 

As soon as the house was 
blessed, the family started moving 
their belongings out of the tarp
covered shelter where they had 
been living and putting them into 
their new house. Andrea says she 
watched the mother construct a bed 
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out of cinder blocks and boards. 
"She didn't have any sheets or blan
kets," Andrea explained, "but she 
had a long bandanna, and she laid 
it on the boards. Then she sat down 
on the bed, smiled at me, and pat
ted the spot beside her. I knew she 
wanted me to come and sit with 
her. So I did. Even though I couldn't 
understand what she was saying, I 
understood what she was feeling. 
She wanted to thank me. It really 
touched my heart. I was in tears 
and trying to smile at the same 
time." 

Leo Basquez 
Leo Basquez-a 47-year-old scrub 
nurse who works in surgery at a 
medical center in San Antonio, 
Texas-admitted that when his 
daughter invited him to be a spon
sor for their mission team, he hesi
tated. "I was reluctant to use a week 
of my vacation," he said. "But after 
she gave me a little encouragement, 
I decided to tag along. No words 
can describe our experience here. 
We got here last Sunday, and by 
Monday I was a changed man. It's 
been a tremendous experience for 
my daughter and for me." 

Leo and the youth team he 
worked with built a house for a 
couple in their 50s. "The couple's 
income is primarily from the com 
they gather and husk and boil and 
season and then sell on the streets," 
he explained. "On an exceptionally 
good day, they make $30, but there 
aren't many good days. Usually 
they are lucky to make $15. And 
since their work is seasonal, they 
can't work every day." 

Leo says the couple was 
. thrilled to have a new house and 

especially excited about having 
electricity. In illustration, he told 
this story: "When our electrician 
finished his work, he yelled, 'You're 
hooked up. Hit the switch!' So our 
translator relayed the message to 
the husband, who was outside with 
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y ar in . 
While affirming that each mi -

i n ha been memorable, he say 

tou hed him 

had a m ntal illn and wa 
unabl to tak care f th ir ix chil
dren. We bought 1 th and ho 
for the family. Th kid w re laugh
ing and chattering a they tried on 
their hoe . Of course, w wer f el
ing gr at. 

"Then sudd nly w aw one 
hild, who wa about Justin's ize, 

sitting over in the com r very qui
t! . We realized w didn' t have 
h e for him. Ju tin aw what wa 

going on. Without attracting any 
attention, he quietly lipped out of 
hi own ho s and gave them to 
tha t child . And the child was 
thrill d . I couldn' t get over it. My 
li ttle grand on gave up his shoes
which were favori tes of hi . I'll 
ne er forget it." 

I a ked Bill if the mission trips 
had changed his life. He miled and 
aid : "They propelled me to answer 

the call to b an ordained pastor." A 

The Mexican children smiled easily, notes author Boyce Bowdon. 

retir d army offic r, h is now a 
student at th Perkin School of 
Theology at Southern M thodist 
Univ r ity in Dalla , preparing for 
the Uni ted Methodist ministry. He 
devote a t least one day each 
mon th to an inner-ci ty mi sion 
where he works with the poor, 
many of whom are Hispanic. 

"One of my goal is to become 
fl uent in Spanish," Bill said. He 
paused for a moment. "I don't 
know what my life would be like 
now if I hadn' t gone on that first 
mi :;; ion trip . Mission work will 
always continue to be a priority in 
my ministry.'' 

The Original Question 
Going back to the original question, 
we can ask once again: "What good 
can youth mission trips do?" I 
found the answer during the spring 
break of 2000. What I observed in 
Rio Bravo, Mexico, convinces me 
that being part of a mission team 
can help youth develop more admi
ration and appreciation for people 
in other cultures. At the same time, 
they also develop more admiration 
and apprecia tion for their United 
Methodist church by seeing it in 
action and being part of its action. 
Mission experience can help youth 
become more aware of the needs of 
others and more grateful for what 
they have back home. Most impor
tant of all, taking part in a mission 
can help youth discover that God 
can work through them to enrich 
the lives of others. And this satisfy
ing discovery can deepen their 
commitment to be faithful servants 
of Christ throughout their lives. 0 

The Rev. Boyce A. Bowdon is editor of 
The Oklahoma Contact/United 
Methodist Review, the biweekly pub
lication of the Oklahoma Annual 
Conference. In January 2000, he was 
honored by the United Methodist 
Association of Communicators as 
"Communicator of the Year" for 1999. 
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N U R T U R I N G JH[ O JP E 
at Ny e rnbo Urnpungu Mission 1n the Congo 

by Darlene Slack 

A throng of mourning women 
stirred the dust of a dirt road in the 
Congo bush. Wailing and chanting, 
they cradled tiny, limp bodies bun
dled in banana leaves, forming a 
tragic parade to the village ceme
tery. Their babies and children had 
died in a measles and polio epi
demic-nearly 100 bright young 
lives being swiftly extinguished by 
preventable diseases. 

Witnessing such scenes in 
Africa in the 1980s motivated a 
nurse and a farmer from the West 
Ohio Conference to go into mis
sionary service with the United 
Methodist General Board of Global 
Ministries. In 1989, Sharon and Tom 
Crowe began working with the vil
lagers of Nyembo Umpungu in 
what is now the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. Their mis
sion station has striven to improve 
health and nutrition. But the war in 
the Congo has forced them from 
their post. 

In the Congo bush, said Sharon 
Crowe, 35 to 40 percent of children 
aged 18 months to 3 years die from 
causes related to malnutrition and 
disease. Shortages are common 
even in peacetime-a legacy of for
mer President Mobutu's corrupt 
regime, which squandered the 
country's wealth and denied its 
people such basic resources as 
health care and education. War has 
further cut the supply of medicines, 
food, and other necessities. It has 
kept the Congolese government 
from meeting its goal to vaccinate all 
children for polio by the year 2000. 

Children of Nyembo Umpungu, the D. R. of 
the Congo. 

D 

The rruss10naries at Nyembo 
Umpungu have been evacuated 
five times in the past 11 years 
because of war. But since they' ve 
fostered self-reliance, "teaching vil
lagers how to better their own 
lives," Tom said, "the mission con
tinues whether we are there or out 
of the country." 

Scarcity always forces painful 
choices. Which children will benefit 
from the mission feeding program 
when there isn't enough food for 
all? During a cholera epidemic, the 
mission clinic was running out of 
intravenous medical supplies need
ed for rehydrating victims. "We had 
to decide: 'Is this baby going to live 
or die?"' Tom said. "We prayed a 
lot. We cried a lot, too." 

Epidemics, floods, poverty, and 
war keep the mission dependent on 
Advance Special funds and dona
tions of equipment and supplies. 

Most local wars have been 
struggles for the Congo's natural 
resources: copper, diamonds, gold, 
and cobalt. Each successive strug
gle has been more destructive, with 
more sophisticat d weapons and 
greater involvement by neighbor
ing countries. The Nyembo 
Umpungu mission station is 400 
miles from major settlements and 
far from battle sites. Still, the 
wounds of war are evident there. 
Passing soldiers will strip a village 
of food, medicine, and livestock. 
They have raped girls aged 12 and 
up, causing unwanted pregnancies, 
venereal disease, and AIDS. They 
have abducted boys as young as 
age 11 and forced them into the 
army. In the most recent war, 
Sharon said, President Laurent 

-0 

Kabila has striven to enforce ethics, 
claiming that "he would destroy 
the soldiers if they destroyed the 
country." 

Whether facing war or every
day hardships, villagers "have an 
eternal hope," Sharon said, "that 
one of these days, things are going 
to be better." Adults laugh and sing 
as they work. Children are 
resourceful in their play, wrapping 
string around plastic to make soc
cer balls and poking sticks through 
leaves to fashion whirligigs. 

Health Care and Nutrition 
With the villagers' help, the Crowes 
completed the Nyembo Umpungu 
Community Health Center in 1994. 
Every day, the 24-hour center treats 
about 100 patients, some coming as 
far as 100 miles, with complaints 
ranging from snake bites to cholera. 

The polio rehabilitation pro
gram helps young victims regain 
the use of arms and legs. The burn 
unit mostly treats little ones who 
fall into cooking fires or overturn 
pots of scalding-hot liquid. If treat
ed soon enough, children have bet
ter chances of surviving their three 
leading causes of death: diarrhea, 
malaria, and worms. 

In families' mud huts, children 
sleep on woven grass mats with no 
blankets or netting to protect them 
from biting mosquitoes and rats. 
They seldom have breakfast-just a 
drink from a jar of river water, 
sometimes contaminated by the 
bacteria that cause cholera. They 
wash outside with a pan of water 
and a towel. The tall grass serve as 
their only toilet. They forage for 
lunch, perhaps finding some sugar-

0 
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cane, grasshoppers, or grub 
worms-a source of protein. 

"Our children are protein-mal
nourished," Sharon said. "They 
have enough food but not the kind 
of protein they need." Once the 
mothers wean their babies at about 
18 months-when the women are 
usually pregnant again-the chil
dren's health declines. 

At any given time, 47 percent of 
village women and girls are preg
nant. The mission maternity clinic 
provides prenatal care and educa
tion. Even so, Sharon said, "one of 
the biggest problems we eµcounter 
occurs when 14-year-old girls try to 

- {]--
have babies. Their bodies aren't 
ready, and the girls are not well fed. 
Thus there are a lot of miscarriages, 
and many babies who are born 
alive are infected with malaria and 
soon die." 

Parents arrange dowry mar
riages for daughters at age 12 or 13. 
Traditionally, village women don't 
practice family planning. During a 
woman's childbearing years, usual
ly age 14 to 40, she will have about 
20 pregnancies to bear four children 
who survive. Despite the frequent 
loss of their young children, the 
women mourn each death, never 
becoming desensitized to the 

A mother and her children in Nyembo Umpungu, Congo. 

NEW W RLD OUTLOOK JULY-AUGUST 2000 

tragedy. "I've had women faint in 
my arms," Sharon said, "when I've 
told them there was nothing we 
could do because their children's 
illnesses were too far gone." 

Sharon and 11 other nurses at 
the mission vaccinate children 
against measles and polio. When 
the Crowes arrived in 1989, a witch 
doctor told parents that vaccines 
would make their children sterile. It 
took a measles epidemic and the 
deaths of 100 unvaccinated children 
to prove him wrong. 

Nutrition and Agriculture 
Sharon's favorite project is the feed
ing program. It provides bowls of 
warm high-protein porridge to 60 
children daily. Children are 
enrolled in the program for four to 
six months-in severe cases, a year. 
Nurses teach nutrition to parents, 
making follow-up home visits to 
monitor family meals. 

In the Nutrition Club, children 
learn healthy eating habits as nurs
es draw color-coded symbols on the 
chalkboard, using orange for vita
min C. The children also learn 
about raising vegetables and tend
ing rabbits at the mission farm. 
Older agricultural students observe 
Tom and 17 farm employees 
demonstrate test plots, reforesta-
tion, crop rotation, fruit growing, 
and production of high-protein 
foods such as as soybeans or oil 
from crushed palm nuts. 

Tom teaches villagers "how to 
raise better crops with better seeds" 
so they can grow food for their fam
ilies, the market, and the feeding 
program. He teaches brick-making, /nth 
brick-laying, carpentry, and grain wasA 
mill or sawmill operation also. 

' His newest project in ol es 
small plots of land ne t to home , ing 
where nutritious vegetable gardens ud 
can be planted. Pens are used to villi 
keep goats and hogs, with their are 
droppings and worm , away from thn: 
the houses and gardens. doc 



In the Congo, mothers often walk long distances to work gardens, gather firewood and water, 
wash clothes, and grind corn or manioc into flour. 

Another project will be build
ing kiln-hardened brick houses. 
Such houses will long outlast the 
villagers' mud-brick huts, which 
are usually washed away by rain in 
three years. Screened windows and 
doors will protect children, and 

open-pit toilets or latrines will 
improve sanitation and hygiene. 

Daily and Sunday Education 
In the mission's early days, Sharon 
started sewing and Bible lessons to 
brighten the women's strenuous 

days. At age 6 or 7, girls begin tend
ing younger siblings, while moth
ers walk long distances to work 
gardens, gather firewood and 
water, wash clothes, and grind com 
or manioc into flour. Boys typically 
graduate from school, while girls, if 
lucky, complete the third grade. 

The women's desire to learn 
led to the Women's Progressive 
School, which offers literacy classes 
in Kiluba and French, teaches soap
making and goat-milking as cottage 
industries, and teaches health, 
nutrition, sanitation, and family 
planning-a concept villagers wel
come as their children's chances of 
survival increase. 

What excites women most, 
Sharon said, is "knowing how to 
raise their children to adulthood," 
finding the best protein foods, and 
learning how germs are spread. 

One of the missionaries' most 
cherished gifts to the children of 
Nyembo Umpungu is the Sunday 
school they started at the village 
church, now attended by 250. As 
the children learn through skits, 
songs, and Bible lessons about 
God's love and Christ's salvation, 
"they see that there is something 
better; there is more to life," Tom 
said. "Their attitude changes and 
they tend to stay in school longer." 
The mission, he said, "is a way of 
giving the children hope." 0 

Note: After being evacuated from the 
Congo for 17 months, the Crowes 
returned in March to Lubumbashi. 
From there they'll monitor mission pro
grams and send supplies to Nyembo 
Umpungu until they can safely go 
back. 

Darlene Slack, a freelance writer and 
mission interpreter in Ohio, has trav
eled to Africa twice-most recently, 
with a GBGM travel seminar to South 
Africa, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe. 
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A grateful Indian society remem
bers with much esteem the vision
ary founder of Sat Tal Christian 
Ashram, a religious community in 
the foothills of the Himalayas. The 
founder of this religious retreat was 
the late Rev. Dr. E. Stanley Jones, a 
missionary of The Methodist 
Church who came to India from the 
United States and established Sat 
Tal in 1930. Now, in the year 2000, 
the Sat Tal Ashram is celebrating its 
seventieth year of service and wit
ness to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The word ashram comes from 
Sanskrit and literally means 
"work." It denotes a religious com
munity in a secluded place-often 
in a forest, near rivers and hills
where spiritual exercises, such as 
meditation, silent listening, learn
ing, and serving, are practiced and 

a simple, austere, disciplined 
lifestyle is followed. 

When E. Stanley Jones first 
came to India as a missionary, he 
felt that Christianity-a religion 
from the West-could not be under
stood by the Hindus. They found 
Christian missionaries to be alien in 
their language, culture, thought 
processes, and way of life. Thus, 
after interactions with Indian 
visionaries, such as Mahatma 
Gandhi, Jones concluded that the 
only way to win India to Christ was 
to present the Christian message in 
the idioms of the Indian people. 

The Hindu ashrams attracted 
Jones, so he decided to set up a 
Christian ashram with Jesus Christ 
as its guru, or venerable leader. He 
himself would be the acharya, the 
teacher and mentor who imparts 
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education, training, and disciplined 
conduct to student seekers, guiding 
them to final spiritual emancipa
tion. In ancient times, an acharya 
normally lived at the ashram, or 
forest retreat, along with disciples 
or followers who were taught art, 
literature, and philosophy. In 1930, 
when Jones founded Sat Tal 
Ashram, he adopted a simple 
lifestyle, wearing Indian attire and 
practicing meditation, silence, and 
other disciplines. His conduct made 
a deep impact on those from other 
religious backgrounds and 
'launched the Christian Ashram 
Movement, which now is interna
tional in scope. 

Sat Tal-meaning "Seven 
Lakes" -was originally part of a 
large tea estate tucked away in the 
Himalaya Mountains. It is a place of 
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great natural beauty in the northern 
part of India. Sat Tal is now owned 
by the Methodist Church in India 
(MCI). A previous owner of the 
estate, Mrs. Evans, tells the follow
ing story about how the area came 
to be named. 

"A poor native woman was 
picking up dry twigs and small 
branches with which to cook her 
food. Suddenly, she saw an old 
man, who appeared to be very ill, 
sitting under a tree. She went and 
spoke to him. 'Daughter,' he 
replied, 'I am dying of thirst. Have 
m rcy and bring me water to 
drink.' 

"She said: 'Oh stranger, the 
spring is far from here and I have 
nothing in which to bring you 
water.' But the old man seemed so 
ill that she hurried down the hill to 
the nearest spring and labored up 
again with as much of the precious 
water as she could carry in her 
cupped hands. This she did seven 
times. Her efforts seemed to revive 
the old man. 'Oh daughter, you 
have done well,' he said. 'For each 
handful of water you have brought 
me, a lake will be formed among 
these hills."' 

And so, according to legend, 
Sat Tal owes its name to a messen
ger from God and to a kind and car
ing woman. 

Today, Sat Tal Christian 
Ashram-located in Bhowali, 
India-is the only Christian ashram 
in the Himalayas. "Brother 
Stanley," as Jones was affectionate
ly called, made a deep impact on 
the spiritual life of Indian society 
that continues today. Currently, 
Stanley Downes, a bishop of the 
Methodist Church in India, is the 
Deputy Acharya of Sat Tal Ashram. 
The Chief Acharya is Bishop James 
I<. Mathews, a retired US bishop of 
The United Methodist Church, who 
is the son-in-law of E. Stanley Jones. 
Bishop Mathews and his wife 
Bunke Oones's daughter) visit Sat 

Tal regularly, but they live in 
Washington, DC. So Bishop 
Downes has responsibility for the 
ashram in India, along with formal 
Acharya D. P. Titus, who lives and 
works on the grounds of Sat Tal. 

Dr. J. S. Murthy, a frequent con
tributor to New World Outlook, inter
viewed Bishop Stanley Downes for 
this article. Downes began by 
remembering the way in which Dr. 
Jones always began his day. 

Downes: "Jesus is Lord!" was a 
faith-affirming salutation coined by 
Dr. Stanley Jones. Every morning, 
as we stood in front of the main 
ashram buildirlg, Brother Stanley, 
dressed in his spotless dhoti, kurta, 
and angvastra (normal Indian 
attire), would greet us with "Jesus 
is Lord!" In response, we repeated 
the salutation and rent the air with 
the sound. 

Invariably, a mystic feeling 
would overwhelm us- as if Jesus 
were present with us in the solitude 
of the beautiful environs. It was as 
though He acknowledged our affir
mation of His lordship, identified 
through His service and sacrifice 
for the whole of humanity. 

Murthy: What has Sat Tal Ashram 
contributed to the International 
Christian Ashram Movement in the 
world? 

Downes: The International 
Christian Ashram Movement owes 
its founding to the enlightened 
vision of Dr. E. Stanley Jones, an 
evangelist and author as well as a 
missionary. His vision has been 
imparted to others. Now Christian 
leaders in 38 countries have estab
lished ashrams similar to Sat Tal 
Christian Ashram. In fact, the 
movement has spread to most parts 
of the world. There are currently 
ashrams in North America, Europe, 
the Caribbean, Latin Arner:-ica, 
Africa, and other parts of Asia. 

Murthy: How effec tive are the 
Christian ashrams in these conti
nents and regions? 

Downes: Sat Tal will host the tenth 
International Christian Ashram 
conference in November 2000. The 
International Ashram Movement is 
evidence that this dynamic idea is 
enriching the spiritual lives of 
many people. Eunice Jones and her 
husband, Bishop James K. Mathews, 
will be attendirlg the International 
Ashram gathering in November. 

Murthy: How would you rate the 
Sat Tal Ashram's contribution to the 
church at large in India? 

Downes:: Sat Tal does not compete 
with the church, although both 
serve the same purpose of pro
claiming Jesus Christ. The primary 
goal of the ashram is to be a valu
able resource for spiritual renewal, 
prayer, and meditation, serving the 
church and other communities. It 
enables visitors to ease the pres
sures of the modem world in the 
quiet of the highest mountains on 

Opposite, page 36: Bishop Stanley 
Downes at the Sat Tai Ashram with stu
dents. Above: Founder and Methodist mis
sionary. Dr. E. Stanley ]ones (left ). 
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Dr. E. Stanley Jones immersed himself in 
the Indian culture in order to· make the 
Christian Gospel more accessible to the peo
ple of India . 

earth, the Himalayas. In this, I 
believe, the ashram has been sup
portive and has upheld the pro
gram of the church. 

Murthy: Is the practice of indige
nization of the Christian faith, as 
promoted by Brother Stanley, still 
relevant? 

Downes: We prefer to use the word 
contextualization rather than indige
nization. The Sat Tal Ashram is 
unique in the way its teaching aug
ments and strengthens the 
Christian presence in India. 

The Sat Tal Ashram focuses on 
the interaction of members of 
churches as well as other communi
ties in order to introduce, awaken, 
and reinforce deeper Christian 
commitment. No other ashram in 
India is performing this teaching 
function in this way. 

Sat Tal caters to a family's 
spiritual needs. It provides an 
opportunity for members of a fami
ly to discover the potential of spiri
tual depth. This is not necessarily 
an intellectual quest but it leads to a 
rich, broad-based experience in 
prayer and meditation. 

Murthy: Has Brother Stanley's 
dream of an ongoing ashram com
munity become a reality? 

Downes: That is the Sat Tal 
Ashram's ideal. Many factors need 
to be tackled and dealt with to 
make that ideal a reality. However, 
there is a core ashram community 
that lives and works in residence. 
For instance, formal Acharya D. P. 
Titus lives at the ashram. Ms. Lillian 
Wallace, a retired United Methodist 
missionary, is secretary of the socie
ty and Mr. J. Hanchanmani is the 
treasurer. But they do not reside at 
the ashram. 

Murthy: In the present context of 
recurring hostility toward the 
Christian community all over India, 
how does Sat Tal Ashram relate to 
Indian society? 

Downes: Along with the affiliated 
regional ashrams in Gujarat, 
Mumbai, and Lucknow, Sat Tal 
Ashram acts as a better contact than 
the organized church to witness in 
the contemporary situation. In this 
situation, we find not only hostility 
toward Christians but a number of 
prejudices and misrepresentations 
of the mission of the church. 

Friends of other faiths who 
attend the ashram programs dis
cern that the real mission is not con
version. The Sat Tal Christian 
Ashram is neither an evangelizing 
agency nor an institution. It pro
vides facilities where anyone of any 
faith may experience the truth, 
peace, and joy of this beautiful 
retreat. 

Murthy: What is the future of the 
Sat Tal Ashram in India? 

Downes: I am glad to say that the 
Sat Tal Ashram has a great future. It 
has a positive role to play in the life 
both of Indian society and of the 
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churches in India. Our school for 
evangelists normally draws mem
bers from 10 to 12 denominations. 
This is an important ecumenical 
program in itself. 

Murthy: Could you inform our 
readers about the Dr. Stanley Jones 
Memorial Lectures on the Kingdom 
of God, currently being conducted 
in various cities in India? 

Downes: This is an exciting pro
gram-chiefly because it has 
become a people's movement. 
These lectures are planned and con
ducted by the people of a city, 
which offers to organize the lec
tures for two or three days. The 
ashram coordinates and provides 
preliminary literature on Dr. 
Stanley Jones's concept of the 
Kingdom of God. 

Once the dates for the lectures 
are finalized, the local organizing 
committee takes charge of inviting 
local scholars and religious leaders 
to participate in the sessions. The 
inaugural session is normally 
addressed by the ashram's Deputy 
Acharya. The resident Acharya, R. 
S. Verma, acts as a coordinator on 
behalf of the ashram. This has 
worked out successfully both at 
Lucknow and Jabalpur. In the new 
millennium, the Dr. Stanley Jones 
Memorial Lectures are being coor
dinated in Pune in Maharashtra 
state and Baroda in Gujarat state. I 
look forward to these meetings 
with great expectations. God will
ing, these lectures will be a source 
of spiritual blessings to all who par
ticipate and hear. a 

' Dr. J. S. Murthy is a guest lecturer in 
Indian philosophy at Leonard 
Theological College, a Methodist-relat
ed seminary in Jabalpur, and in com
munications at Rani Durgavati 
University, /abalpur. 
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Wind-Up/Solar Radio Mission Project 
At the April Board meeting of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, directors agreed to raise funds for 
Freeplay Wind-Up radios for distribution to areas 
where mass communication is essential but lacking. 
The radios are powered either by a wind-up lever or by 
energy from the sun. They are manufactured in 
Capetown, South Africa. The government of 
Mozambique has requested radios in order to commu
nicate with isolated people in flood-ravaged villages. 
General Board of Global Ministries Communications 
has sent 2000 radios and UMCOR another 2000. United 
Methodist churches in Mozambique are helping to dis
tribute the radios by boat and by foot, since many roads 
and bridges have been washed out. Future plans for 
radios include distributions throughout Sub-Saharan 
Africa to disseminate information about combatting 
AIDS and preventing its transmission. Contributions 
for the Wind-Up Radio Project can be given through 
Advance #982172-2. The radios are about $50 each, per
fect for a Vacation Bible School mission project. 

East Tunor Bill 
Bill number H .R. 4357, the McGovern-Smith bill 
regarding US policies in East Timor, has been intro
duced in the House. Among other issues, the resolution 
addresses the situation of East Timorese refugees who 
remain in West Timor as Indonesian officials threaten to 
cut off food distribution. The resolution also calls for 
rapid reconstruction of East Timor and a significant 
increase in employment of East Timorese people. The 
bill emphasizes the need for justice for the victims of 
the violence that erupted after the August 1999 vote for 
independence. Finally, it calls for a prohibition of mili
tary relations and assistance to the armed forces of 
Indonesia. The East Timor Religious Outreach urges 
constituents to ask their Congressional representatives 
to cosponsor the bill. 

LA-3 Fiftieth Reunion 
Fifty years ago, 50 young men and women met at 
Hartford, Connecticut, to be trained as short-term 
Methodist missionaries to Latin America. The 50th 
reunion will be held at Scarritt-Bennett Center in 
Nashville, Tennessee, September 1-3, 2000. For more 
information, contact: Vera Zimmerman, 14103 SE 168th 
St., Renton, WA 98058. 

Jefferson Award 
The Northeastern Jurisdiction has created a new urban 
ministry award to be presented at each annual confer
ence in the jurisdiction. The Jefferson Award honors the 

MISSION MEMO 
Rev. Kirunoth "Kim" Jefferson who served the office of 
urban ministry at the General Board of Global 
Ministries for 25 years. Jefferson, now retired, is a mem
ber of the Northern New Jersey Conference. To qualify 
for an award, ministries must receive principal finan
cial support from The United Methodist Church and be 
recognized as a Holy Boldness Partner, an approved 
Shalom site, a participant in the Episcopal Initiative on 
Children and Poverty, an implementer of the nur
ture/ outreach/ witness model of ministry, or a provider 
of justice ministries that address systemic issues. 

DeRose-Hinkhouse Memorial Communication 
Awards and ACP Awards 
The Religion Communicators Council presented the 
annual DeRose-Hinkhouse awards on March 31 at RCC 
2000, held in Chicago, Illinois. New World Outlook 
placed second in the National Magazines competition, 
earning a red Ribbon for an Award of Merit. Awards of 
Merit for writing and photography went to Paul Jeffrey 
for "A Puerto Rican Island's Fight for Freedom from 
Occupation" (NWO September-October 1999) and for 
"Guatemala Struggles to Find Peace" (NWO July
August 1999). Ruth Kurtz won a Certificate of Merit for 
a fold-out brochure for New World Outlook: "This mag
azine will take you places you've never been ... . " The 
Associated Church Press, also presenting awards at the 
Chicago event, honored New World Outlook with two 
Awards of Honorable Mention-one for Mission 
Statement and the other for the July-August 1999 issue, 
"Restorative Justice Worldwide." 

Peace With Justice Week 
Materials for "Building a Culture of Peace With Justice" 
are available from the National Council of Churches. 
NCC member communions, including The United 
Methodist Church, celebrate Peace With Justice Week at 
a time of their own choosing. The NCC resource 
includes a flyer full of action ideas and resources for 
congregations to help plan the observance and engage 
in global movements for peace and justice. For more 
information, contact the NCC at 212-870-2424, or 
E-mail pwjw@nccusa.org 

DEATHS Louise Nelis, retired missionary with 6 years 
of service in Southern Congo, died January 24, 
2000 .. . Adolphus Pringle, retired home missionary with 
more than 36 years of service for the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, died April 24, 2000 ... Shirley Diener, 
retired missionary with 16 years of service in the 
Philippines, died in April 2000. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Ordinary Resurrections: 
Children in the Years of Hope 

by Jonatlzan Kozol 

JONATHAN 
l(OZOL 

ORDINARY 
RESURRECTIONS 

CHILDREN 

in th e 

YEARS 0 F H 0 PE 
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In what is being lauded as " the 
most energized and hopeful book 
of his career," acclaimed author 
Jonathan Kozol continues his advo
cacy for children with Ordinary 
Resurrections: Children in the Years of 
Hope. 

Revisiting children he intro
duced in his award-winning 
Amazing Grace, Kozol offers a more 

, expansive and intimate portrait of 
the children of St. Ann's Episcopal 
Church and the surrounding South 
Bronx community in New York 
City. Greater detail is also given to 
the adults who nurture and teach 
these children. And readers learn 
more about the roles of parents, 
teachers, and leaders of the church 
and the after-school program. 

As in previous works, Kozol 
shares the day-to-day struggles and 
tragedies of growing up poor. But 
in this book he shows that, despite 
the many ills society has visited 
upon these children, they still rise. 
His title comes from an Episcopal 
priest who speaks of "the common
place and frequently unnoticed 
ways that people rise above their 
loneliness and fear" as being "ordi
nary resurrections." 

"Easter people" may be a fit
ting description for these children, 
whose lives and musings become 
poetry in Kozol' s hands. In a tone 
reminiscent of Robert Cole's The 
Spiritual Life of Children, Kozol 
infuses his narrative with passages 
showing the children's unselfish 
love and generosity of spirit: 

"Tell me who you love most," I ask 
Elio one afternoon. 

"I can choose two? " 
"Okay," I say. 
"How about three?" 
"Three is okay." 

"My mother, my father ... ," he begins, 
then shuts his eyes to make a good third 
choice- "and God!" 

He looks up and asks: "Can I 
choose four?" 
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"And .. . even;body else!" 
He sweeps his arm nround him to 
include the other people in the room, or 
in the clwrcl11 or 111nybe in the Bronx, or 
111nybe even;body in the world. 

This is perhaps the mo t per-
onal of Kozol's books since 1967's 

Den th nt nn Early Age, which chroni
cled hi early teaching experience at 
an inner-city school. Here, he 
reveals that his close walk with 
Black and Hispanic children over 
the years has enriched his spiritual
ity as a 63-year-old Jewish man and 
has called him back to 
early teachings of his 
faith. 

Speaking of his own 
upbringing, Kozol open
ly acknowledges the 
special privileges grant
ed him and other Whites 
in being given easy 
acceptance to the best of 
schools and the inherent 
opportunities so fre
quently denied to people 
of color. He is a writer 
who is at once comfort
able with himself and 
with the truths he 
speaks, and his convic
tions resound more 
forcefully with each 
book he write . 

As troubled as the lives are of 
these children whom Kozol has 
come to know in their homes, 
schools, and church, he still man
ages to "see that little light glowing 
particularly brightly" in many, sug
gesting that indeed there is hope for 
change and a better chance. A read
er feels cause for optimism as he 
describes the persistence of parents 
and community leaders who have 
learned to navigate through the 
intricate political and bureaucratic 
systems that hold poor children 
back. Our spirits are buoyed to 
learn of a child here and there who 

is ushered through the maze and 
guided on to success. We also 
rejoice in knowing that there are 
committed teachers and religious 
leaders who stay and give all they 
can, despite the difficult circum
stances under which they must 
work. 

Still, these victories are small. 
The larger picture of this South 
Bronx neighborhood is one of 
despair, reflecting all too many 
poor communities in the United 
States. Kozol updates statistics on 
the great disparities in public edu
cation between poor and affluent 

Author Jonathan Koza/ 

neighborhoods-differences that he 
previously documented in Savage 
Inequities. He notes the current phe
nomenon of wider distribution of 
medication to so-called unmanage
able children of the poor. And he 
also readdresses the environmental 
racism reflected in the overabun
dance of garbage dumps, sewage 
systems, and trash disposals in 
Black and Hispanic neighborhoods. 

Kozol also describes the anti
quated and racist systems used to 
evaluate and underestimate the 
academic potential of poor chil
dren. We also hear the painful 

accounts of children whose parents 
are incarcerated and of those who 
have been orphaned and are now 
being raised by grandmothers. 

In assessing the difference 
between the children who survive 
and go on to succeed and those 
who fall through the cracks, Kozol 
hesitates to make sweeping gener
alizations. But he suggests that 
moral training is a major factor. 

For some of the kids I know whose par
ents have led troubled lives, the greatest 
source of moral strength may lie in a 
grandmother, though the problems that 

the children face as they 
become teenagers often 
overwhelm even the 
strongest of grandmothers. 
In other cases, it may be a 
deep religious faith that 
keeps children in a positive, 
optimistic frame of mind. 
In still others, it's a potent 
sense of humor that enables 
children to turn sorrows 
into smiles. Many times, 
it's simply pure good luck 
in running into some 
extraordinary teacher, doc
tor, minister, or priest. If I 
h...t1 i to narrow it to one, I'd 
likely point to the religious 
factor .... 

This is a book for any
one concerned about the social and 
educational welfare of disadvan
taged but resilient children in the 
United States. D 

-Brenda Wilkinson 

Ordinary Resurrections is available 
from The Crown Publishing Group 
at 201 East soth Street, New York, 
NY 10022. Available in bookstores 
nationwide. Order toll-free:l-800-
733-3000, or order online at 
http: II www.randomhouse.com 
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"Tf you ar holding thi book in 
your hand, y u pr bably had the 
opp rtunity to go t chool. 
P rhap y u ar till willing to li -
t n to tho e wh hav not; perhap 
you are till op n to learn .. .. 
Through thj I tt rw would like to 
open a window for you, a window 
through which you may e ome
thing that tou h your own lif ." 

Pr fa c to yes of the Heart 
by Jean-B rtrand Ari tide 

Ari tide r f r to thi littl book as a 
I tt r that h i forward in from the 
p opl of Haiti to tho who live 
I wh r . H r c iv hundr d of 

Jett r v ry day from the p ople in 
Haiti. This i a my t ry, sine 85 
percent of tho p opl ca nnot r ad 
or write. "A moth r a k a on to 
write; a neighbor pay a fri nd," he 
notes. They inform him of their 
hard hip and their j y . "When I 
ee my peopl ," h ay , "a que -

tion always ari How an they 
urvive with o littl ?" 

This book ucce d in answer
ing that que tion in th form of sto
ri s about p opl of hope and 
courage. Though Ari tid writes 
about the daily liv and r aliti s of 
th people of Haiti, he weave into 
the stori the pr ence of the 
world market, th policie of glob
alization, and the eff cts on Haiti' 
people of d ci ion mad by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank. 

Aristide d crib the global 
marketplace a a fac 1 s economy 
in which trillion of dollar are trad-
d each day via a va t network of 

computers. The global marketplace 
pre en ts Hai ti with two choice . 
One i death and th oth r i death. 

"For po r countrie , fr e trade i 
not so fr , or so fair," he write . 
Wh n, in 1986, Hai ti complied with 
fre -trad policie and lifted it tar
iff on ric imports, tons of ch aper 
ri c flow d in from the United 
tat , wh r the government sub
idiz th ric industry. Haiti went 

from imp rting just 7000 tons of 
ric in 1986 to importing 196,000 
ton of for ign rice in 1996. Haiti' 
rice farmer could not compet. 
with the lower prices, so rice pro
duction f 11, killing the industry. 
Now Haiti i completely depend nt 
on ric imports. 

Ari tid tell a imilar story 
about th pig industry. Haiti had a 
sm <l ll, bla k r ole pig right up 
until the 1980 . It was a hearty 
br d, well uited to Haiti's cUmate 
and rai d by 85 percent of the pop
ulation . In 1982, international ag n
cie told Haiti' people that their 
pig wer ick and had to b killed . 
They a ured the peasants that they 
would replac the Creole pig with 
"b tter" pig . In a period of 13 
month , all the Creole pig w r 
d troyed. The pigs that replac d 
th m had to have clean water, 
imported f d, and special pens. 
The Haitian p ople called them 
princes a quatre pieds, four-footed 
princes. The peasants could not 
afford th ir upkeep. There wa a 30 
percent drop in enrollment in rural 
chool , a dramatic decline in pro-

tein consumption, and a lo of 
$600 million for the peasant . 

So Haiti's choice is between 
death if it do s not comply with 
int rnational trade policies and 
death if it does . But Ari tid 
xplain that Haitians will find a 

third way. H tell the tory of 
Flor nc , a young child without 
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Jean-Bertrand Aristide 

parents, who come with the neigh
borhood children to swim in 
Ari title's pool. When he ask if she 
like rum or cola, she says: "I like 
juice." She choo e a third way. 

"The poor have long experi
ence in creating a third way," 
Ari tide affirms. "They face death 
and death every day. Th y survive. 
Jn Haiti, we have survived for hun
dred of years this way. This may 
be a jarring notion for those who 
b Jieve the poor are poor because 
th y are stupid . If one believes this, 
one will always feel that the solu
tion to poverty will not come from 
tho e who are poor. But in fact, if 
we are alive at all it is not because of I ~ 
aid or help from other countrie , 
rather despite it." 

This small book brings home it 
m ssage to reader through beauti- I;: 

fully told storie of the Haitian peo
ple. Jt can be read in a single 1; 

evening, but its content may stay )::: 
with the reader for a lifetime. 0 

-Christie R. House 

Eyes of the Heart is available from 
Common Courage Pr ss, Box 702, 
Monroe, ME 04951. 
Phone orders: 207-525-0900. 
E-mail: 
orders-info@ 
commoncouragepress.com 
Website: 
www.commoncouragepress.com 
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Camp for Single Moms 
and Their Children 
by Evelyn Taylor Cain, United Methodist missionary in 
Northeast Brazil, REMNE Conference 

In January, CEMEAR (the 
REMNE conference camp
ground nestled in a hilly 
sugarcane plantation) was 
the site of a week long 
camp for Mothers Without 
Partners. These women, 
who have been abandoned 
by their husbands or wid
owed and consequently 
marginalized by society, 
came from various states of 

Northeast Brazil. They brought with them their children-a total of 39 
between the ages of 3 and 16 . 

This was the event's eighth consecutive year. Seven youth from 
three Brazilian states volunteered their time as the support group. They 
held a Vacation Bible School for the children every morning while the 
mothers attended Bible study and craft workshops . 

Our theme for both children and morns was "Christian 
Relationships During Conflict," based on Luke 10:38-42 and 
Philippians 4:1-4. The women shared their life stories and the difficul
ties they experience even in the church as single morns. They wrote a 
song about resolving conflicts in the church. The youth did a wonder
ful job teaching the children with creative crafts, workshops, and 
games. 

The afternoons were unstructured so that the women could spend 
time with their children. In the evenings, we had worship and singing, 
talent night, square dancing, and a bonfire. One day we went to a near
by beach for our field trip, which, despite the sunburns and minor cuts 
from shells, was a huge success. 

The objective of this camp is to encourage the women to discover 
space in the church and in society where they can share their joys and 
sorrows with others experiencing the same hardships and where they 
can support one another's growth. Each participant and leader was 
truly blessed by our time together and looking forward to next year. 
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Ordinary Resurrections 
Brenda Wilkinson, staff writer for the General Board of Global 
Ministries, interviewed Jonathan Koza/ recently concerning his new 
book, Ordinary Resurrections. He was a featured speaker at the 
1997 GBGM Global Gathering. 

Kozol: I recall the time spent with your 
organization and I am extremely 
impressed by its work. You are address
ing many of the issues in which I urge 
others to become involved. 
Wilkinson: You have witnessed so much 
poverty and suffering among children. 
Do you grow weary covering the sub
jects about which you write? 
Kozol: It does not exhaust me to work 
among children like those of the South Bronx; it nourishes me. As often 
as I can, I return to Mott Haven where I am renewed in spirit by the 
generosity of the children and the love and courage of the adults at the 
church. In writing Ordinary Resurrections, I did not want to paint a pic
ture of despair and bitterness, for that is not what readily comes to 
mind as I think of time spent with children there. Despite deficient 
schools, poor housing, drugs, and other devastation that inhabits their 
world, they also live within a small and often healing world inhabited 
by children everywhere in the United States. There are those who 
refuse to let the beautiful light of their spirits be subdued. 
Wilkinson: How do you get children to open up in conversation? 
Kozol: Children respond honestly and intelligently when you 
approach conversation in a way that respects them and their ideas, not 
in the condescending and sing-song manner far too many adults use . 
Wilkinson: Now that you've documented once more the many ills of 
society relative to poor children, what is your hope for the future? 
Kozol: That more people listen and act. 
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Tree of Life Ministry 
by Anna Jones, United Methodist Volunteer in Mission 

The Tree of Life Ministry, headquartered at Mission, South Dakota, is 
an ecumenical cross-cultural ministry of service and presence of The 

nited Methodist Church of the Dakotas. 
Directors Pat and John Luecke left farming to direct the project at 

n age when most people prepare for retirement. They pour their 
eemingly endless energy into assisting those who struggle to support 

their families in an area that has an 87 to 90 percent unemployment 
rate. Utilizing volunteers from across the country, they organize prac
tical assistance for community support structures, especially those that 

rve children and families. Works in progress while we were on site 
included a large shed for building supplies and donated items that 

rve local needs and a large addition to the Spotted Tail Crisis Center, 
a temporary haven for abused children. 

Our team made repairs at the Dakota Kids Day Care Center, 
which, with financing from the Lakota Tribe, provides daily care for 
children aged three months to eleven years at low cost. Most of our 
time was spent refurbishing a house, which was part of a program that 
provides a family with a no
mterest, low-payment loan, a 
$1500 gift, and the skilled work 
of volunteers. The recipient 
family of six (four young boys) 
checked our progress daily. Th 
young father helped with labor 
as much as he could, but hi 
nght arm and hand had been 
previously injured in a work
related acc1dent. The mother 
hac, become the major financial 
support of the whole famil •. 

ncouraging working famili 
1s one emphasis of Tree of Life. 

?ldom ha\e we felt more 
needed or appreciated 

Financing the Grassroots Economy: 
Food Markets in Cote d'Ivoire 
by Louis Knowles, executive director, Oikocredit U.S.A. 
(Note: Oikocredit was formerly known as the Ecumenical 
Development Cooperative Society. It is a worldwide /ow-cost 
revolving loan fund founded by the World Council of Churches in 
1975. The GBGM has invested over $250,000 in Oikocredit.) 

Oikocredi t has found that women are very 
reliable partners in economic-development 
lending because they will go to extraordi
nary lengths to nourish and protect their 
children. An example is COCOPROVI in 
Cote d'Ivoire, on Africa's west coast. 

COCOPROVI is a cooperative of women 
that organizes and administers an open mar
ket in the capital city, Abidjan. Thousands of 
people purchase their daily food in thes 
markets. Thousands of women, with their 
children as helpers, earn their living by sell
ing fish and produce. 

The women of COCOPROVI hav 
waged a long struggle to keep their life-sus
taining market. Not long ago, developers 
with strong political connections tried to tak 
the land to build a modern shopping maU 
that would have catered to an affluent few. 

Through demonstrations and urgent petitioning, the women 
retained control of the land and the market. Oikocredit, the churches' 
bank for poor communities, helped COCOPROV1 upgrade its facilities 
with loans that funded a storage structure, office space, and a dormi
tory for those women and children who occasionally spend the night 
at the market. 

The Oikocredit loan is important not only for the "bricks and mor
tar" but also because it gives COCOPROVI a chance to prove itself as 
a real business. This is an opportunity that was denied to COCO
PROVI by local banks, which ignore enterprises operated by women. 

The COCOPROVI story and hundreds of similar accounts from 
over 60 different countries provide compelling evidence of the succes 
of Oikocredit loans as developmental tools. 
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$5.00 

Don't miss out on this 
colorful photo-history of 

mission .. . 
Covering the years 

1900-2000 
with a three-page history of 
mission by award-winning 

journalist, 
Betty Thompson. 

Archival black and white and 
current full-color 

photos illustrate the 
changing face of 
mission work. 

ORDER TODAY by 
calling 1-800-305-9857! 

~~ 
General Board of 
Global Ministries 

The United Methodist Omrch 

Photo/ Art Credits: Cover: Boyce 
Bowdon. 4-19-Christie R. House • 
20-(far left) John Campbell-Nelson 
• 20-23-John Chamberlin • 24-27-
General Conference UMNS photos 
by Mike Dubose, John C. Goodwin, 
and Paul Jeffery • 28-31-Boyce 
Bowdon • 32-35-Darlene Slack • 36-
37-By and cour tesy of Dr. J. S. 
Murthy • 38-GBGM • 41, 43 (right) 
-Courtesy Crown Publishing Group 
• 43-(left) Evelyn Taylor Cain • 
44-(left) Anna Jones, (right) 
Courtesy Louis Knowles. 
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What a c;reat Ideal 
Live and Study at OMSC, fall 2000 

Martha Lund malley ,'cpl. 11 - 15. ZOOO 
H ou to Develop C hurc/1 a nd Mission Ar
chives. Yak Di,·init · : hoo l R,•,carch , 'crvicc' 
Lil rarian help~ mi 'ionaric~ and hurch kad
er' identify. 1•rga ni:e . and prc,cn·,· essential 
re ords. with introdu t hm to c11111puter and 
internl't , kill,. Eight , l',siom. 95 

David Pollock • Janet Blomberg ' ept. 1 ' - 22 
Nurturing and Educating Transcultural Kids. 
:peciali ·t · in MK coun ·cling and education help 
·ou help ·olir children meer the chall enges of 
third-cuhure kids. C 1,1'll.1nsor,•d hy \XI · HA;: Bible 
Translator-. Eight sessi1ins. 95 

Donald Jacobs & 
Douglas McConnell 
Servant Leaclership for 
Today's M ission. Dire -
tor of the Mennonite 
LeaJer~ hip Foundation .....__.._._. 
and Pioneer apply foun- Jacobs McConnell 

dational I rin c ip le, in 
light of the internationali:ation ol' the hri>· 
ri :m mi sion. o ponsored by hri r for the ity 
International. Eight sc ·~ions . ·95 

Gerald H. Anderson ct. 3-6 
Christian M ission in the Ne1.v Mil
lennium. T he newly reti red dire · 
t11r of OM explores major issues 
faci ng the missiona ry ommunity, in
cluding holbric witne: ·. uni4uene. ' 

of je, us hrbt. and the place of interrcligiou' 
dialogue. 11spons0reJ by Lnin America lis
sion , L , I ~ nrld Mis ·ion. Mennonite Board 
of Missions, and Mennnnite entral ommit
tee. Fnur morning sessions. 75 

Anne Marie Kool ct. 9- 13 
Mission in Central a nd Eastem Europe: A 
Biblical Model for the Tu,enty-first Centllf)'· 

M, 's eninr Mb ion cholar and Dircc111r 
of the Protestant lmtiturc j(,r Mis ion ,' tudic>. 
Budnpc>t. fo u,cs on mb ion hi ·tol)' and pn 1>· 

I e t. in Hungal)· and ib neighhor~ . 0~1x•1bnred 
hy Mal)·knoll Mission Institute ;md R ' Mb

,·~ . Eight ~,·s~inn~ . 95 

Andrew F. Walls t. 23 - 27 
Christian M issions: Agents of So
cial Transfonna tion. Prof. Wa ll ,, 
Edinhurgh ni\'l'r>i ry. dcmon, trntc' 
the impa t of miM·ion' lln the >O ial 
:ind moral tahri of modern Ml ict -

ic,. o~pon~nrcd b American Baptbt Interna
l ion al Minbt ric,. Eight 'es:iorn,. 95 

Jean-Paul Wiest t. 3 - O\'. 3 
Doing Oral History: Helping Christians Tell 
Their O wn Story. The director of the Maryknoll 
hist!•!)· projc t tcachc . kill~ and tcchni4ue' for 
documenting church and mb, ion hisWI)". Eight 
cssion -. 95 

"EMEU" onfcrence N1w. 2-4 
Spiritual Riches of Middle Eastem Christian
ity. Annual w n(cr,•n c ofhangdical: for Middle 
E<l'I Understanding. Fin Pre ·byt~·rian hurch, 
Eva nston. Ill. llSplln ·orcd hy M . 6 . Fur
rhcr in for mation : W\\"11'. EME .org: c-mai l: 
sklavin(c1 nonhpark .,·du, orc.111 773 - 244- 57 6. 

Peter Kuzmic ov. 6- 10 
Mission in the Ethnic and Reli
gio1tS Mosaic of Eastem Europe. 
Dr. Kuzmic. E\'angclical eminary. 

' ijek, rontin, help Pror,• ·rnnr rnb- _ Llllo.__.• 
sionaries bring authcnti iry and l'n· 
sirivity ro thcir evangel ica l wimc,~ . ospon ·ored 
b · Eastern Mcnm•nitc Missions. and lntl:r :wiry 
Mi sion~ rbana 2000. Eight ~c ' illn ' . 95 

Diana K. Witts No,-. 14- 17 
"As the Father Has Sen t M e." A 
bihli al study hy M 's enior Mis
'ion ' holar nnd newly re tired gen-
eral ,e rctal)' llf thl' hu rch Mission 

ocict)' target: practical issues in mis
·ion. Four scssi1ms. 75 

cott Moreau m •. 27- !Xc. I 
Advancing Mission on the Infonnation Su
perhighway. W heaton illegc ·~ profcssorof mb
sions .'how~ how to get the most out of the world
wide wch for mb~inn re earch. o ·pomorcd hy 
the Bill · Graham enter and Mb~ion \'iation 
Fellowship. Eight 'c : illns. · 95 

J. Dudley W oodberry Dec. 4-
Islam and Christia nity in Dynamic 
Encmmter . Fu ller ' chool of World 
Mission's profe,~or of blamic , tud 
ics lays the grou ndwork fiir on.' tni -
tive h rb tia n wi tness in Muslim 
11mmun1ttl'S. ll~J'lln,nred I y hristian Re 

formed \ mid Mb~ion~. International. and 
' out hcrn Baptbt \ ' oman'> Mi"ional)· nion . 
Eight ses~ions . 95 

Oversea Ministries Study Center 
490 Prospect t., New Haven, CT 06511 

(203) 624-6672 study@ OM C.ori: 

www.OMSC.ori: 
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"With an old building and a very small 
endowment, every dollar we spend has 
to count. That's why half of our endowment funds are 

in UMDF. 

We 're found it to be a solid 
financial investment, and we feel 
good about what the money is 
doing-helping churches like ours 
with their building needs and 
essentially doing the work of the 
gospel." 

The Rev. James Karpen 
Church of St. Paul and St. Andrew United Methodist 

New York City 

Want to support church growth and renewal? 

Invest in it! 
through the United Methodist Development Fund (UMDF) 

You can support the growth and ministry of United Met hodist 
churches by investing in UMDF. Your investment provides loans to 
help churches build and renovate the ir facilities for mission and 
ministry. UMDF then pays you dividends on your investment. 

NEW INCREASED INTEREST RATES! 
4-yearterm : 70/o 1-yearterm: 5 1/40/o 

Flexible term : 40/o IRA: 70/o 

Investments may be purchased for as little as $100. The Fund's 
sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist 
Church by providing first mortgage loans to churches. This is not an 
offer of sale. All offerings are made by the Offering Circular. 

For an offering circular or more information, call us at 800-UMC
UMDF (800-862-8633) or (212) 870-3856. Or write to us at 475 
Riverside Drive, Room 1528, New York, NY 10115. 
E-mail: umdf@gbgm-umc.org. Visit our web site: 
http://gbgm-umc.org/units/evgrowth/umdf.html 

For church loan information, call the 
800 number or 212-870-3865. 

UMDF: Celebrating 40 years 
of investing in church growth. 

40Yca" of Investing 
In Church Growth 
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JOURNEYS OF 
THE SPIRIT: 

God's People in an 
Urban Culture 

(Eng. #2890; Span. #2906; 
Kor. #2907; $29.95) 

See United Methodist urban 
ministries! Issues of home

lessness, immigration, 
cultural diversity and 

family life in the city are 
highlighted. (27 min.) 

Order by calling 
1-800-305-9857. 
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A ca11 to care: 
Welcoming African Refugees 
video is available for $19.95 from 
Ecufilm, 81 O Twelfth Ave. South, 
Nashville, TN 37208-47 44 Phone: 
(800) 251-4091 
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