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THE MISSIONARY GIFT OF LOVE 

More than a century ago, poet Christina Rossetti vividly imagined Christ's 
birth "in the bleak midwinter"-a season she knew well in her native 
England. Her poem, which we now sing as a hymn, concludes with a 
question, an examination of options, and a new resolve: "What can I give 
him, poor as I am? I If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;/ if I were 
a Wise Man, I would do my part;/ yet what I can I give him: give my 
heart." (United Methodist Hymnal, #221) 

Our United Methodist missionaries around the world have given their 
hearts, minds, souls, and strength in love and service to God and to their 
neighbors. They are, in themselves, living emblems of Christmas-signs 
and symbols of God's steadfast love and nurturing care. 

In the Northern Hemisphere, Christmas falls just past the winter sol
stice-the day of greatest darkness. In Lithuania, as missionary David 
Markay tells us, "December can be a dark, bleak time"- a time when elec
tricity is too uncertain to support Christmas lights and when people are 
preoccupied not with buying gifts but with stretching meager supplies of 
food and firewood. 

By contrast, in the Southern Hemisphere, Christmas Eve is a midsum
mer night. William and Jimmye Whitfield have experienced Christmas in 
E. Africa "in the middle of hot weather, pahn trees, African violets, and 
African drums." Yet, however different the geographic environments, a 
Christmas centered in mission is focused on love-the love of God that 
upholds and sustains throughout the year and across the millennia. 

This Advent and Christmas issue of New World Outlook is dedicated to 
United Methodist missionaries everywhere. In it, eleven active missionar
ies describe their lives-and our missions- in Africa, Asia, Eastern 
Europe, and South America, while the lives of departed missionaries are 
remembered and celebrated: Ray DeHainaut (Latin America), David and 
Ada Jones Lee (India), and the missionary teachers who influenced 
Pauline Kim (Korea). A new generation of mission is present, too, in mis
sionary children. This issue features Emily Gipe's words (p. 18), Luisito 
and Diego Garcia's drawings (p. 24), and pictures of missionary families
all of whose members are in mission, not just the grownups. Thus past, 
present, and future come together in the communion of saints, where liv
ing saints and those who have gone before meet in an "overflowing of 
divine energies" -which, as Wilson Boots reminds us, is nothing less than 
God's outpouring of love. 

Love is the heart of the story about Christ's coming at Christmas
whether it's Jane Kies sharing the Gospel with pregnant women in a 
"waiting mothers' village" in Zimbabwe on Christmas Eve, or Richard 
Schwenk in the Philippines hiking 4 miles up the mountains and 4 miles 
back every weekend to help empower indigenous people, or the women 
of the Lee Memorial Mission Home for Girls in India who now serve the 
mission that nurtured them when they were children, or Janet Garcia 
explaining to children in Chile that "every time you do something for 
someone out of your love for Jesus, you are a missionary." 

The best gift we can give Jesus, one another, and our missionaries this 
Christmas is the same gift that the Whitfields exchanged as a young ' 
Arkansas couple in Africa: "our relationship and our love." In Christina 
Rossetti's words, we can give our hearts. 

-Alma Graham, Editor 
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The United Methodist 
Church in Lithuania presently 
consists of six congregations 
in Kaunas, Siauliai, Pilviskiai, 
Taurage, Birzai, and Vilnius 
under the leadership of 
Bishop Hans Vaxby. The 
Revs. David and Kristin 
Markay are United Methodist 
missionaries who pastor con
gregations in Kaunas and 
Siauliai. 

A Methodist Episcopal con
gregation was founded in 
1900 in Kaunas. By 1939, it 
had joined with other 
Lithuanian congregations in 
Siauliai and Birzai and with 
German-speaking congrega
tions to form The Methodist 
Church in Lithuania. German 
and then Soviet occupation 
all but destroyed the church
es but not the people's spirit. 



And are we yet alive, 
tnd see each other's face? 

'.Jhese words have always been a 
touchstone for Methodists at annu
al conference, a prayerful way of 
taking stock, and a recognition that 
God has led us through yet another 

ear. Sung in Lithuanian, the 
rdstookonspecialmeaningon 

ugust 23, 1997, as we gathered in 
e Kaunas United Methodist 

Oturch for the first district meeting 
Of Lithuanian United Methodists in 

years, since the days before the 
Soviet occupation. Elderly people, 
younger adults, youth, and chil-
,clren had come not only from 

aunas but from the cities of 
· 7.ai, Pilviskiai, Taurage, Siauliai, 
d Vilnius and even from other 
untries for this historic occasion. 

at troubles have we seen,/what 
ighty conflicts past,/fightings with
t, and fears within,/since we asse1n

last ! 

o "see each other's face" was to 
miear the stories of a man who had 

ce been a political prisoner in 
Siberia, a woman who remembered 

own confirmation in this very 
uilding, and a man who still 
iutched his tattered Methodist 

iscopal hymnbook. People who 
d once known the danger of 
ying or singing in pµblic were 
w boldly singing Charles 

esley's triumphant hymn. 
unger voices joined in the 
ging-neighborhood children 
o once knew this building as a 

tml'i'ina-Pong club but who now come 
hear stories from the Bible. A 

an said: "God has led me to 
Methodist Church-it has 

ome my family." There were 
gers present whom Bishop 

xby had asked to translate 
's hymn into Lithuanian. 

We added our American accents 
the singing, stirred by the new 

sound of the words of this old 
hymn and inspired by the faithful
ness of God's people in Lithuania. 

Freedom Is Wonderful...But Hard 
One Lithuanian man we met com
pared his country's emergence 
from 50 years of Soviet rule to a 
person's being released from 
prison. "Freedom is wonderful," he 
said. "But we're finding that free
dom is hard, too. There are few 
jobs. Food is expensive. In prison at 
least we had a place to sleep and a 
meal to eat." 

The poverty here is sobering. 
Elderly people wait for pension 
payments that are three months 
behind. The average worker earns 
the same amount of money in an 
hour that it costs to buy a small 
container of orange juice. People 
regularly look through dumpsters 
for scraps of food. 

Please pray that God will use the 
newly formed United Methodist 
churches in Lithuania to help peo
ple reclaim their identity as God's 
beloved children, as sisters and 
brothers to one another, and as fol
lowers of the One who brought 
new life out of death. 

Fallen Leaders 
Nowhere does the death of 
Communism seem more vivid than 
at the final resting place of 
Vilnius's statues of Lenin and 
Stalin. 

Behind an old sculpture-studio 
warehouse on the road to the air
port is a rusted chainlink cage. The 
woman who led us there took us 
past eight or nine rusted trucks to 

David Markay (far right) shows two 
Lithuanian boys how to take the offering. 

Above: Kristin Markay plays the guitar at church. Her daughter Hannah is in the fore
ground. Opposite, p. 4: The United Methodist Church of Kaunas, Lithuania. 
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Kristin supports her baby, Aidan Thomas, 
as she talks to church members. 

the immense toppled figures that stood 
dominant during Communism's hey
day. The statues of Lenin and the 
Lithuanian Communist leader, 
Kapsukas, lie next to one another, 
their harsh facial expressions still 
frozen in time. Lenin's face had 
once appeared in every classroom 
and office. Children were taught to 
say his slogans, wear his pins, and 
pledge their allegiance to him. 
Now he appears rather silly in his 
horizontal position. He has even 
lost some of his fingers (taken as 
souvenirs, our guide explained). 
Cats have made a home around the 
base of Lenin's shoulder, jumping 
playfully as if triumphing in the 
fact that the meek-and not the 
powerful-have inherited this little 
patch of earth. 

Nearby is the toppled figure of 
Stalin, which once stood proudly in 
front of the Vilnius train station. 
This man had been responsible for 
forcibly sending thousands of 
Lithuanians to exile in Siberia. His 
orders forced Christian congrega
tions, including those of the 
Methodists, to shut their doors. 

Seeing these statues in their 
inauspicious ending place was like 
seeing dead giants, once ferocious, 
now relegated to "that great dust
heap called 'history."' 

Perspective 
I was driving a Lithuanian family 
home from the hospital one snowy 
afternoon-a mother and her two 
young boys. I asked them if they 
would like to eat at the new 
"Mc Donalds Restoranas." The 
boys in the back seat nodded 
rapidly and glanced at each other 
with raised eyebrows. Pausing 
near the front door by the plastic 
statue of Ronald McDonald, the 
boys looked wistfully at the color
ful sliding board. "Ne galima," 
their mother said with a quick 
shake of the head. "You would 
have to pay." When I reassured 
them that the slide was free, she let 
the boys walk over. 

The boys disappeared into the 
slide's interior. Only the muffled 
sound of their giggles proved they 
were still there. Then both reap
peared at the top of the slide with 
wide smiles. Each time, as they 
reached the bottom, they jumped 
up and down, shouting, "Hooray!" 

One boy sniffed the air. "What a 
delicious smell," he said. Inside, I 
tried my best to explain the menu. 
"What would you like to eat?" I 
asked. They looked at each other 
nervously. The mother turned to 
me and said quietly: "Whatever 
you eat, we'll have one, too." 

"Four cheeseburgers 'komplek
sai' [with fries and sodas], please," 
I said. The older brother carefully 
pulled one, two, three, four nap
kins out of the dispenser-then 
one, two, three, four straws. The 
younger brother helped me carry 
the trays to the table. I began eating 
before I realized that the mother 
was saying a prayer of thanks to 
God for "these beef steaks and 
these potatoes." I stopped chewing 
the french fry I already had in my 
mouth. 

I had almost finished my burger 
when I realized that none of them 
had opened the wrappers of theirs 
but had only been eating their fries. 
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Discarded statues of Lenin and Kapsukas, 
the Lithuanian Communist leader. 

"May we bring these home?" 
asked the mother. "The girls will 
like them." Both brothers began 
gathering the empty paper french
fry pockets and gently inserted the 
wrapped burgers into them. Then 
the boys wiped out each of our 
four paper cups with a napkin and 
stacked them into one another. 

The 
one of 
SJlOtteC 
one," 
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"You , 
l'Ihat's 
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P<lcket 



The younger brother folded up 
one of the paper placemats-now 
spotted with grease. "You keep this 
one, " he said as he folded and 
handed an unspotted one to me. 
"You can give it to Hannah." 
[That's our 4-year-old daughter.] I 
put the paper placemat in my 
pocket and swallowed hard. 

1be Wobbly Cross 
by David Mackay 

It is the symbol which transfonns 
the rickety Ping-Pong table into the 

altar of God. 
In this barren hall, it hints of some 

holiness, 
points toward some distant ideal of 

life and love. 
There at the front it stands, alone, 
positioned somewhere between 

Christ's holy meal 
and the hungry, life-worn faces of the 

faithful 
who come with hope for something 

special or divine. 
Each week, stuffed in the carrying bag, 
amidst the candles, matches, Bibles, 

and offering baskets, 
the slender wooden Cl'0&5 emerges to 

consecrate another setting. 
All the travel has loosened its base, 

as if the rough handling, the constant 
uprooting, 

and the ceaseless demands upon it 
have made it frail--

but only to the dose observer. 
At the prelude, it stands erect 

As we left, both boys shook 
Ronald McDonald's plastic hand 
and said with a smile: "Thank you 
for the good potatoes!" 

"God has given us a great day," 
said their mother. 

God had given us a great day. 
And I'd almost missed it. 

A Place at the Table 
A 12-year-old boy with a wrinkled 
baseball cap and his 9-year-old sis
ter appeared at the door of the 
church. The adults meeting around 
the makeshift Communion table 
looked up. One of the women, rec
ognizing the children from their 

but by the Creed, it has leaned, 
and as the organ plays its final chords, 
it has twisted like a weathervane, 
as if looking around for something 

else, 
or, perhaps, for some help to regain 

its strength. 
Sometimes, a caring soul notices its 

sorry state, and, 
with the tum of a pocketknife, 
fastens that which has come loose. 
Or eager young Martynas wads up a 

scrap of paper 
and stuffs it beneath the trunk to sta

bilize the cross. 
But, alas, by next Sunday, its weak

ness has returned 
and it wearily stands in front of the 

congregation 
as a sign of Christ's presence ... and it 

hears the hymns 
and the prayers, and in the small 

touch of a child 
or the gentle grip of an older saint, it is 

once again 
given strength to serve. 

attendance at last week's craft and 
story time, greeted them by name. 
"Sorry," she told them, "the next 
children's time isn' t until next 
week." 

She took a closer look at the older 
brother, who had tugged the rim of 
his cap down to hide the dirty tears 
in his eyes. "What's wrong?" she 
asked, gently feeling his forehead 
with the back of her hand. "Are 
you not feeling well?" 

The younger sister began to cry, 
too. Another woman from the table 
got up and offered her a tissue, 
caressing her back. The two chil
dren said nothing, but when they 
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An article in our main newspaper 
de cribing the religious activities of 
All Saint ' Day suggested that non
Catholic religious denominations 
have no celebration on this d ay 
because "they do not believe in the 
return of souls." 

Clouds of Witnesses 
Our service at Emmanuel sought to 
reclaim All Saints in an evangelical 
con text. We did so by exp loring 
this dimension of the h is to ric 
Christian faith-the communion of 
saints- in conjunction with Martin 
Lu ther ' s 1517 p ro tes t on All 
Hallow's Eve against indulgences 
and the manipulation of "saints" 
by the Roman Catholic Church. 

Lu ther 's nailing of his Ninety
Fiv e Theses to the d oor o f the 
Wittenberg church marked the start 
of the Protestant Reformation. So 
we decided to celebrate saints and 
Reformation together. 

We acknowledged that our reli
gious situation had many parallels 
to that of Luther 's time. In Bolivia 
today there is the widespread prac
tice whereby religious leaders and 
some others receive direct financial 

compensa ti on in exchan ge for 
prayers to help people's relatives 
advance in purgatory. Such prayers 
are heard both in church services 
and in the cemeteries, w here one 
can observe people's being paid to 
pray for the deceased. There is also 
the strongly held belief that those 
wh o have been designated saints 
by the Roman Catholic Church can 
intercede for other mortals. Many 
believe that devotion and appeals 
to these saints w ill help diminish 
the consequences of human sin in 
this life and the next. 

A centra l p art of our service 
included readings from Luther and 
reflection s on Romans 1: 16-17. 
This text w as central to Luther 's 
affirmation that we are saved only 
b y God through our faith and 
God 's grace- tha t w e are made 
righ teous only through the right
eousness of God in Jesus Christ. 
This is at the center of our under
standing of the Christian faith as 
Methodist Evangelical (Protestant) 
Christians. No saints can be what 
God is for u s. N either they nor 
church indulgences can do what 
God alone does on our behalf. 

A bove: Members renovate part of the Emmanuel Methodist Church in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia. Opposite, p. 9: Esperanza Quispia at the church's laundry cooperative, which 
provides income for indigenous women. 
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The other central dimension of 
our service was the affirmation that 
w e a re part of the Church 
Universal. This is the church that is 
spread out in time and space and at 
the same time spread out beyond 
time and space. Here, our text was 
from the Letter to the Hebrews: 
"Therefore, since we are surround
ed by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every w eight 
and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before u s ." 
(Hebrews 12:1) 

With the biblical affirmation of 
saints as those who are committed 
to Christ, with the Book of Acts 
and Paul's letters to guide us, and 
with our affirmation that w e 
believe in the communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, w e sang 
"Holy, Holy, Holy." As we sang, we 
had in mind Charles Wesley ' s 
words from the hymn, "Come, Let 
Us Join Our Friends Above": "Let 
saints on earth unite to sing with 
those to glory gone, for all the ser
v ants of our King in earth and 
heaven are one." 

Saints and the Wesleys 
The keen sense of connection that 
early Methodists experienced with 
those saints believed to be part of 
the church "beyond time and 
space" came as a surprise to many 
in the serv ice. When Wesleyan 
h ymns had been translated into 
Spanish, their many references to 
the communion of saints had been 
deleted in a reaction again st 
Roman Catholic practices and per
spectives. We shared reflections on 
lines from "Come, Let Us Join Our 
Friends Above," including "One 
family we dwell in him, one church 
above, beneath" and "E'en now by 
faith we join our hands with those 
that went before .. .. " 

Testimony was shared regarding 
the importance to John Wesley of 
this dimension of " the faith once 
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ore u 

1rth a 

aint ." We spoke 
en of being upported and 

nurtur d from the ranks of the 
hurch Triumphant. 
The t rm "Divine Energy" was a 

p werful image of God for both 
John and Charles W sley. John 
wrote that we know G d through 
G d' di ine energies. He aid that 
God ' outpouring of love with the 
church and with all creation i an 
"o erflowing of divine energies." 
One of the ways that the Wesleys 
celebra ted God's sustaining grace 
in their live was though affirming 
" the connection" as a "means of 
grace," including the connection 
with the Church Triumphant. 

After repeating as a litany Bishop 
Frederico Pagura's Spanish transla
tion of the hymn "For All the 
Saint ," ome 70 of the people of 
God of Emmanuel Church ga th
ered around the table to partake of 
the Lord's Supper. It was indeed an 
extraordinary moment. Before 
communing, we allowed time for 
all who wished to participate to 
name before God individuals 
whose presence in the communion 
of saints we were at that moment 
celebrating. We believed that, as 
we took part in the Lord's Supper, 
we would be joined by "angels and 
archangels, and all the company of 
heaven." A great litany of names 
pilled forth-names of family 

member , of friends, of early mis
sionaries who had witnessed to the 
faith in that place. Surrounded by 
this grea t cloud of witnesses, we 
shared the Lord's Supper. Many 
seemed to sense in special ways the 
energy, the mystical presence, 
indeed the very life of the Spirit 
overflowing in our midst. 

We returned to our pews ready to 
focus on the life and mission of our 
congregation and to share projects 
and plans with a new zest. There 
wa a progress report on the reno
vation of a collapsing church build
ing. There was news of a special 

Stan_ding at right with arm outstretched, Wilson Boots conducted an outdoor liturgical 
sennce before the renovation work on the church began. 

relationship developing between encouragement), we do need to lay 
Emmanuel and a Methodist church aside every weight and sin and 
in Manchester, England. There "run with perseverance the race 
were steps we might take to help a that is set before us." 
neighboring Methodist congrega- In the words of one of the great 
tion tha t was facing difficulties. hymns of the church, "For All the 
And in all of us, there were new Saints": 
energies for the journey. And when the strife is fierce, the 

In Mission With the Saints 
Beyond the specific Bolivian and 
Latin American context, I have 
come to have a keener appreciation 
of the significance of All Saints' 
Day for global mission. A deepen
ing awareness of our relationship 
with those who form that "endless 
line of splendor" might well gener
a te new energies for mission in 
Christian communities in the 
United States and in churches in 
other parts of the world. Might 
new initiatives in mission educa
tion and global mission commit
ments by our churches be rooted in 
our faithful celebration of All 
Saints? 

The compelling text from 
Hebrews seems abundantly clear 
in reminding us that "since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses" (with their support and 

warfare long,/ steals on the ear th-e 
distant triumph song, / and hearts 
are brave again, and arms are 
strong./ Alleluia, Alleluia! 

From earth's wide bounds, from 
ocean's farthest coast,/ through 
gates of pearl streams in the count
less host,/ singing to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost:/ Alleluia, Alleluia! 

0 blest communion, fellowship 
divine! / We feebly struggle, they in 
glory shine;/yet all are one in thee, 
for all are thine. I 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 0 

See The United Methodist Hymnal, 
© 1989, for "Come, Let Us Join Our 
Friends Above," #709, and "For All 
the Saints," #711. 

Dr. Wilson Boots and his wife, Nora 
Quiroga Boots, serve as United 
Methodist missionaries in Bolivia. 
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An article in our main newspaper 
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All Saints' Day suggested that non
Catholic religious denominations 
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because "they do not believe in the 
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Christian faith-the communion of 
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and the manipulation of "saints" 
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Luther 's nailing of his Ninety
Five Theses to the door of the 
Wittenberg church marked the start 
of the Protestant Reformation. So 
we decided to celebrate saints and 
Reformation together. 

We acknowledged that our reli
gious situation had many parallels 
to that of Luther 's time. In Bolivia 
today there is the widespread prac
tice whereby religious leaders and 
some others receive direct financial 

compen sation in exchange for 
prayers to help people's relatives 
advance in purgatory. Such prayers 
are heard both in church services 
and in the cemeteries, where one 
can observe people's being paid to 
pray for the deceased. There is also 
the strongly held belief that those 
who have been designated saints 
by the Roman Catholic Church can 
intercede for other mortals. Many 
believe that devotion and appeals 
to these saints will help diminish 
the consequences of human sin in 
this life and the next. 

A central part of our service 
included readings from Luther and 
reflections on Romans 1: 16-17. 
This text was central to Luther's 
affirmation that we are saved only 
b y God through our fai th and 
God's grace-that we are made 
righteous only through the right
eousness of God in Jesus Christ. 
This is at the center of our under
standing of the Christian faith as 
Methodist Evangelical (Protestant) 
Christians. No saints can be what 
God is for us . Neither they nor 
church indulgences can do what 
God alone does on our behalf. 

Above: Members renovate part of the Emmanuel Methodist Church in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia. Opposite, p. 9: Esperanza Quispia at the church's laundry cooperative, which 
provides income for indigenous women. 
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The other central dimension of 
our service was the affirmation that 
we are part of the Church 
Universal. This is the church that is 
spread out in time and space and at 
the same time spread out beyond 
time and space. Here, our text was 
from the Letter to the Hebrews: 
"Therefore, since we are surround
ed by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us." 
(Hebrews 12:1) 

With the biblical affirmation of 
saints as those who are committed 
to Christ, with the Book of Acts 
and Paul's letters to guide us, and 
with our affirmation that we 
believe in the communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, we sang 
"Holy, Holy, Holy." As we sang, we 
had in mind Charles Wesley 's 
words from the hymn, "Come, Let 
Us Join Our Friends Above": "Let 
saints on earth unite to sing with 
those to glory gone, for all the ser
vants of our King in earth and 
heaven are one." 

Saints and the Wesleys 
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The keen sense of connection that e tc 
early Methodists experienced with e w 
those saints believed to be part of cha 
the church "beyond time and eav1 
space" came as a surprise to many il11 
in the service . When Wesleyan eml 
hymns had been translated into 
Spanish, their many references to 
the communion of saints had been s ~ 
deleted in a reaction against 
Roman Catholic practices and per
spectives. We shared reflections on neq 
lines from "Come, Let Us Join Our deE 
Friends Above," including "One 'erf 
family we dwell in him, one church We 
above, beneath" and "E'en now by CUs 

faith we join our hands with those ngi 

that went before .... " d I 
Testimony was shared regarding as< 

the importance to John Wesley of atio1 
this dimension of "the faith once g. '. 



deli,·ered to the aints." e poke 
of his sense of being upported and 
nurtured from the rank of the 
Chlll'Ch Triumphant. 

The term "Divine Energy" wa a 
powerful image of God for both 
John and Charles e le . John 
wrote that ' e know God throuah 0 

God' divine energie . He aid that 
God' outpouring of lo e with the 
chlll'Ch and with all creation i an 
"overflm ing of divine energie ." 
One of the wa s that the e le s 
celebrated God's sustaining grace 
in their li es" as though affirming 
" the connection" as a "mean of 
grace," including the connection 
with the Church Triumphant. 

After repeating as a litany Bishop 
Frederico Pagura's Spanish transla
tion of the h mn " For All the 
aints," ome 70 of the people of 

God of Emmanuel Church gath
ered around the table to partake of 
the Lord's Supper. It was indeed an 
e traordinar moment. Before 
communing, we allowed time for 
all who wished to participate to 
name before God indi iduals 
whose presence in the communion 
of saints we were at that moment 
celebrating. We believed that, as 
we took part in the Lord's Supper, 
we would be joined by "angels and 
archangels, and all the company of 
hea en." A great litany of names 
pilled forth- names of family 

member , of friends, of earl mis-
ionaries who had witnessed to the 

faith in that place. Surrounded by 
this great cloud of witnesses, we 
shared the Lord's Supper. Many 
seemed to sense in special ways the 
~nergy, the mystical presence, 
indeed the very life of the Spirit 
overflmving in our midst. 

We returned to our pews read to 
focus on the life and mission of our 
congregation and to share projects 
and plans with a new zest. There 
was a progress report on the reno
~·ation of a collapsing church build
ing. There was news of a special 

Stan:ting at right with am1 outstretched, Wilson Boots conducted an outdoor liturgical 
sennce before the renavation work on the church began. 

relationship de eloping between encouragement), we do need to lay 
Emmanuel and a Methodist church aside every weight and sin and 
in Manchester, England. There "run with perseverance the race 
were steps we might take to help a that is set before us." 
neighboring Methodist congrega- In the word of one of the great 
tion that was facing difficulties . hymns of the church, "For All the 
And in all of us, there were new Saints": 
energie for the journey. And when the strife is fierce, the 

In Mission With the Saints 
Beyond the specific Bali ian and 
Latin American context, I have 
come to ha e a keener appreciation 
of the significance of All Saints' 
Day for global mission. A deepen
ing awareness of our relationship 
with those who form that "endless 
line of splendor" might well gener
ate new energies for mission in 
Christian communities in the 
United States and in churches in 
other parts of the world. Migh t 
new initiati es in mission educa
tion and global mission commit
ments b our churches be rooted in 
our faithful celebration of All 
Saints? 

The compelling text from 
Hebrews seems abundantly clear 
in reminding us that "since we are 
surrounded by o great a cloud of 
witnesses" (with their upport and 

warfare long,/ steals on the ear th~ 
distant triumph song,/ and hearts 
are brave again, and arms are 
strong./ Alleluia, Alleluia! 

From earth's wide bounds, from 
ocean' s farthest coas t,/ through 
gate of pearl streams in the count
less host,/ singing to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost: / Alleluia, Alleluia! 

0 blest communion, fellowship 
divine! / We feebly struggle, they in 
glory shine;/ yet all are one in thee, 
for all are thine./ 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 0 

See The United Methodist Hymnal, 
© 1989, for "Come, Let Us Join Our 
Friends Above," #709, and "For All 
the Saints," #711 . 

Dr. Wilson Boots and his wife, Nora 
Quiroga Boots, serve as United 
Methodist missionaries in Bolivia. 
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by L1rry and Jane Kies 

Children of the Nyadire Mission School wash their plates. 
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Larry and Jan e Kies are United 
Methodist missionaries: Larry since 
1982 and Jane since 1989. They have 
served at Maun Secondary School in 
Botswana and most recen tly at 
Nyadire Mission in Zimbabwe. They 
have three children: Ben, Andrew Pule, 
and Carly. You may share more of their 
Christmas memories with your congre
gation by using the Bulletin Insert on 
pp. 43-44. 

Last year, we knew Christmas was 
near when women started showing 
up at our door with baskets of 
mangoes on their heads. Mangoes 
and planting fever-the rush to 
buy fertilizer and maize seed 
before the rains begin in late 
November-are a clearer sign than 
Christmas cards that the holiday 
season is approaching. 

Larry's best Christmas present 
came on December 27 when we 
received almost an inch of rain 
after three dry weeks. El Nino 
translates into drought 80 percent 
of the time in southern Africa, but 
we ended up with a seasonal rain
fa 11 close to the average. Those 
farmers who planted and then 
prayed for rain were able to har
vest reasonable crops . But the 
many who accepted El Nifio
caused drought as inevitable only 
sowed after the rains had started 
and harvested little or nothing. 
Though we were a little late in get
ting our crops into the ground, we 
harvested our com and cotton, cov
ered our expenses, and had silage 
and fodder for the cattle. 

Nyadire Mission was established 
at Mutoko in northeastern 
Zimbabwe in 1922. It include 
three schools-a primary school of 
750 students, including 130 board
ers; a secondary school with 500 
s tudent in four grade ; and a 
teacher ' training college of 750 
student , mo t li ing in dormito
rie . We al o have the adire 
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Lam; Kies (left) , Mr. Maka, and the Rev. 
Gladman Kapfum vuti wear centennial 
shirts that commemorate 100 years of 
Methodism in Zimbabwe. 

Mission Hospital, a 180-bed hospi
tal with two doctors serving an 
area population of 30,000; the 
O'Farrell United Methodist 
Church; and the Nyadire Mission 
Farm, with a 24-member staff and 
up to 40 seasonal workers. Jane 
teaches English at the Nyadire 
Secondary School and Larry man
ages the Nyadire Mission Farm. 

Crops and Cattle 
The Nyadire Mission Farm is a 
demonstration farm where we con
duct research in crop husbandry, 
introduce new crops and new uses 
for existing crops, and help area 
farmers improve their livestock. 
Besides fostering self-sufficient 
food production for the mission, 
the farm provides funds enabling 
the Zimbabwe United Methodist 
Church to reach out in Jesus' name 
to people in the area. 

Nyadire Mission workers chop silage at dusk. 

Nyadire Mission comprises 4000 
acres that are 90 percent bush. 
Most of the soils are too poor for 
crops, though we plant around 100 
acres of corn and cotton. But the 
land is suitable for grazing our 180 
beef cattle and 35 dairy cattle. 

Many people live in the commu
nal areas north of the mission 
where there is little land suitable 
for plowing and even less for graz
ing. Before the mission farm was 
redeveloped in 1990, some commu
nal-area farmers found their only 
recourse was to cut the barbed wire 
and let their Mashona cattle graze 

on the mission land. Some still 
view the mission as their grazing 
area, allowing their livestock to 
free-range during the dry season. 
These roaming cattle pose a con
stant threat to vegetables, flowers, 
and young trees . We continue to 
seek ways to help farmers develop 
more sustainable and neighbor
friendly systems. 

We finally bought three new beef 
bulls-a three-way cross between 
Hereford (for growth), Brahman 
(for heat resistance and a bit of 
wildness to discourage rustlers) , 
and the small, plucky Mashona (for 
docility and adaptation to the local 
environment). From what we have 
heard, local farmers are looking on 
in envy, and we might have a hard 
time keeping their cows away from 
our bulls. Let' s pray that we get 
hardy, fast-growing calves that we 
can make available to the farmers 
for upgrading their herds. 

nito· Jane Kies with members of the Scripture Union. They hold New Testaments given In; Central 

Just before Easter, we held our 
annual "Maize Field Day." Several 
hundred area farmers attended and 
were impressed by our 115-bushel
an-acre corn. They were grateful, 
too, for the educational guidance 
they received from the speakers . 
We feel that we are m akin g 
progress in reaching out to farmers. dir UMC in Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
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We were pleased to see in a tten
dance a crusty neighboring farmer 
who gives us many headaches with 
his cattle. Now, at least, he greets 
us with a smile instead of a scowl. 

Life at School 
Competition is heavy for places at 
Nyadire Secondary School, despite 
the fees of $365 per year for the 85 
percent of s tudents who board 
there. Such fees are hard for par
ents to pay when they depend on 
farming for income or earn only a 
$40-per-month minimum wage. 
Jane teaches three large English 
classes at the secondary school. 
Learning English-Zimbabwe's 
official language-is one of the 
mos t difficult tasks the Shona
speaking students face . But the 
mastery of English is the most 
important asset these students can 
acquire. Jane was heartened when 
a hard-working former student 
who didn't get a good mark in 
English came back to show off her 
certificate, thrilled that she had 
simply passed. 

Farm workers brand a calf 

Shelling maize at the Nyadire Farm. 

Recently, Jane has found in her 
students an openness and willing
ness to talk about issues of all 
kinds . One class discussion 
revealed that the students had a 
strong cultural belief in mermaids. 
Other discussions on topics such as 
burial practices have brought out 
the tension between loyalty to tra
dition and the desire to change 
with the times. 

The need for sound biblical teach
ing among the Christian students is 
evident. We are very thankful to 
Central United Methodist Church 

A boy tends cattle. 
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in Oskaloosa, Iowa, for the gift of 
many New Testaments. We distrib
uted them among the students of 
the Scripture Union group . The 
students care for them lovingly. In 
fact , they have even been repri
manded by some teachers for read
ing the Bible during class! 

New Year Blessings 
We had some really good times 
during the holiday season last 
year-laughing, eating, dancing, 
and celebrating with various frulli
lies. We spent New Year's Day 1998 
at the family home of the 
Madimutsas. Their homestead is 
miles away from the mission on a 
bad road with hills surrounding 
peanut and maize fields. They have 
a variety of simple huts, each serv
ing a different purpose, and an 
enormous mango tree under which 
we sang, prayed, and visited. We 
left with a gift goat bleating in the 
back of our pickup truck and with 
an enormous pile of peanuts. Such 
experiences make living here espe
cially meaningful. 0 

Jane with Ben, Pule, and a friend at an 
"elephant crossing." 
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by William and Jimmye Wh itfield 

Bill and Jimmye Whitfield were 
both influenced as children in 
Arkansas by the inspiring exam
ple of Theressa Hoover. They 
met when both were in college, 
married on Jimmye's graduation 
day, had two children, worked in 
the Civil Rights Movement, and 
left for Tanzania in 1971 as part 
of Julius Nyerere 's "Back to 
Africa" movement. After four 
years there and four years back 
in Arkansas for graduate 
degrees, they returned to Africa 
in 1979 as missionaries for the 
General Board of Global 
Ministries: the first African 
Americans to serve in Nigeria. 
Their daughter Timberly (who 
manages documentaries and 
produces and hosts children's 
programs for the Arts and 
Entertainment network in New 
York) wrote about her parents 
for New World Outlook in 
March-April 1993. Their son 
Azande completed six years in 
the military and now works in 
automobile manufacturing in 
Arkansas. After working with 

, the Missioners of Hope pro
gram, Bill and Jimmye will 
serve in Sierra Leone. 

Finding Peace, 
Giving Thanks 

by Jimmye Whitfield 

The year was 1971. We were living 
in Arusha, Tanzania, with our chil
dren-then ages 5 and 2- when a 
Tanzanian friend and his African 
American wife invited us to spend 
Christmas out in the Serengeti 
Game Reserve, where he was the 
new assistant director. 

Our friend collected us in his 
Land Rover early one morning for 
a 10-hour drive. We would have to 
go west over the Great Rift Valley, 
passing a huge lake called 
Manyara and going by Olduvai 
Gorge and Ngorongoro Crater. 

As we went up over the Great 
Rift, our friend said: "Over there to 
the right is the Ngorongoro 
Crater." All I could see was trees 
and more trees. Where was this 
famous crater I'd heard so much 
about? We drove a little farther and 
he said: "Here's a clearing. Let's get 
out so you can see the view." 

I remember getting out and look
ing over to the right. There was this 
huge hole in the ground. It seemed 
to spread for miles. And at the bot
tom were the shadows of the 
clouds moving across the floor of 
the crater. We couldn' t see animals 
because we were so far away. But it 
was awesome to think that animals 
were down there. 

Bill and Jimmye Whitfield. 

The clouds in Tanzania always 
seem lower than any other clouds 
I've ever seen. It's almost as if you 
could reach up and pluck them. 
And it w as late afternoon, with 
lovely, lovely shades of pink and 
lavender and orange .There was 
also a shining lake reflected in the 
sky. It was just breathtaking! It was 
the first time in my life that I had 
actually gasped at how magnifi
cent this creation is. 

We arrived in Serengeti late at 
night. "You have animals here," I 
said, "but I don ' t see any fences." 
Our fr iend said that fences were 
prohibited in Serengeti because the 
animals were supposed to be free. 
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They told us: "The lions are going 
to come up near the yard at night 
becau e they like to see the lights 
of the house. And, of course, the 
buffalo like to gather and sleep 
right along the edges of the house. 
So if you are feeling uncomfortable, 
you'll be fine as long as you stay 
inside." 

The night was so dark in 
Serengeti. There were only the little 
lights inside the home, powered by 
a generator that had to be shut off 
at 9 PM. After that, they used 
lanterns. Late at night, you could 
hear the lions roaring just outside 
the house. But there wasn't a feel
ing of fear. There was a feeling of 
being in harmony. 

The next morning, the family was 
saying: "Look, look! Here's a 
giraffe." It was near the clothesline, 
munching on the tops of trees. I 
wondered, "How close can I get to 
this giraffe before it takes off?" But 
I stopped approaching before it 
stopped eating. I could probably 
have reached only up to its knees. 

That Christmas was such an 
experience of being one with God, 
one with nature, and in great 
peace. Even though our host family 
did put up a Christmas tree and 
had small gifts for the children, 
there was nothing we had to 
exchange with one another but our 
relationship and love. 

Departing Serengeti, we got a 
ride back to Arusha in one of the 
game reserve's prop planes. The 
pilot happily dipped a wing 
down-"not enough to scare the 
wildebeests," he said, "but just so 
you can see." He was clearly enjoy
ing this excuse to have some fun. 
So he would dip the plane and 
wildebeests, zebras, and buffalo by 
the thousands would run this way, 
and he'd dive back in and they'd 
go the other way. In all, that was a 
very special Christmas in Africa! 

Chrisbnas on Kilimanjaro 
Another year, we planned our holi
day so that we would be climbing 
Africa's highest peak, Mt. 
Kilimanjaro, on Christmas Day at 
the time of the full moon. We were 
a party of five, with two porters 
per person. There were about 110 
people on the mountain, with dif
ferent parties. So, as we went up 
the mountain, we kept meeting 
people who were very happy to be 
coming down. We had Chinese, 
Japanese, Germans-people from 
many different countries trying to 
greet us in English: "MAH ree 
CHRUS mus ee," some would say. 
"MUH ree CRIS mush," said oth
ers. Then we camped out on 
Christmas Eve night and the peo
ple around us were singing and 
drumming on pots with a spoon to 
celebrate Christ's birth. This was a 
new and wonderful experience of 
"O Holy Night." 

Trailblazers Just Being There 
Before we went to Tanzania in 
1971, we decided to live off Bill's 
check and to save my money. 
Many of our friends felt that, since 
we'd all graduated from college, 
we were supposed to acquire 
things-a house, a car. Coming 
from a very modest family-$50 a 
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week was about all we had sup
porting all of us-I wasn't drawn 
into materialism. And neither was 
Bill. We could always make do. So 
we weren't afraid to say, "Let's 
go!" And that's what we did. God 
has provided us with a life where 
we can go in and everything is set 
up for us to use. We take care of it 
like it's our own and usually leave 
it better than we found it. 

11 
j 
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It was really hard going to Africa he 
that first time, with a suitcase and ait 
two babies and having to learn the 
language (Swahili in Tanzania) . ea 
Now, after all these years, we've tsc 
made peace with ourselves and 
we've made peace with Africa . 
Looking back, I think we were like 
trailblazers for just being there. 

A Lesson from Hausa 
When we went to Nigeria as mis
sionaries, we learned the Hausa 
language. We were in the north, 
and the people were mostly 
Muslim; so the language reflected 
the religion of Islam. In any given 
household, there would be some
one who had converted to 
Christianity, older people still con
nected with their traditional 
African religion, and others of the 
Islamic faith-all living peacefully 
under one roof. We'll always carry 
some of the influence of Hausa 
with us because it is such a hum
bling language. The Muslims were 
always giving thanks and praise to 
God for everything. They'd greet 
you in the morning with: "How en 
did you sleep?" You'd respond: orr 
"God let me sleep well." They'd 
ask: "How is your family?" You'd 
answer: "God takes care of my 
family well." Then they ' d say: 
"Thank you for allowing God to 
take care of your family. Thank 
you." We started to practice that 
custom and to instill it in our chil
dren: to start each day with thanks. arg, 
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In Celebration 
of Christmas in 

Africa 
by William Whitfield 

We have been living and working 
in Africa for the last 27 years. We 
spent this time in Tanzania, 
Nigeria, Liberia, and Zimbabwe. 

Being in Africa at Christmas has 
given us the opportunity to witness 
the very essence of the Christian 
faith-its blessings of justice, 
peace, and harmony; its open
hearted sharing; and, most of all, 
its call to us to love God, ourselves, 
and, of course, our neighbors . 
Christmastime in Africa is free of 
the frills and outer trappings that 
we see in the Western culture, sig
nifying not spirituality but a mate
rialism marked by an incessant 
desire to receive. It is also free of 
the stress that stems from a failure 
to satisfy material desires. 

For the most part, Africans have 
maintained their cultural purity by 
not allowing themselves to become 
inundated with Christmas trees, 
lights, sleds with reindeer, and 
Santa Claus. There, instead of see
ing snowmen and hearing Western 
carols, we experience Christmas in 
the middle of hot weather, palm 
trees, African violets, and African 
drums. What remains is the essence of 
the Yuletide season: love. 

Most of our Christmas seasons in 
Africa have been celebrated with
out the presence of family mem
bers related by blood. Instead, the 
community in Africa creates such a 
warm and loving atmosphere for 
all its members that we feel our
selves melting right into the spirit 
of the season. 

What we have been able to sur
mise is that many heads of house
hold in Africa maintain jobs in the 
urban areas. At the same time, the 
larger family units keep the home-

s teads in the rural communities 
functioning on a daily basis . 
During Christmastime, the family 
members wi th jobs in town come 
home from their work places with 
small gifts for the yo unger chil
dren. But the Christmas emphasis 
is on the total family's becoming 
involved in such projects as com
pleting the roof on grandmother's 
room, or building an extra room 
for the teenage daughter, or refur
bishing the chicken runs with mesh 
wire from town . This bus tling 
activity culminates in a big feast, 
with storytelling and proverbs. 

During the months leading up to 
Christmas, a woman might choose 
not to get a new dress so that her 
husband can buy a new pair of 
pants for work. A father might 
choose not to get a car because he 
wants to save enough money to 
send his son or daughter off to col
lege. Such sacrifices help foster 
strong, close family relationships. 

On August 18, Jimmye and I 
completed a four-country African 
tour, visiting South Africa , 
Zimbabwe, Kenya, and Tanzania
mainl y to promote the new 
Missioners of Hope Program of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
While in Tanzania, we visited some 
friends we have known for more 
than 30 years. The husband took us 
on a tour of his community. As we 
meandered through the rather 
large village, he pointed out the 
Danish mission , the Catholic 
church, the h eadquarters of the 
Seventh-Day Adventists, the 
Islamic mosque, and many other 
missions and churches. He also 
mentioned that indigenous African 
religions and ances tor worship 
were practiced in the area . 

Our friend pointed out that, over 
the years, the entire community 
had worked on various projects 
that benefited all. Collective efforts 
included bringing in telephone 

lines, creating dams and wa ter 
s torage tanks , and organizing 
neighborhood-watch patrols, along 
with other group projects. 

I asked him how he would 
define himself in relation to the 
larger community. "My heart," he 
said, "has become capable of every 
form of faith. It is a p as ture of 
gazelles, a convent for Christian 
monks, the Muslim pilgrim's 
Kaaba , the Hebrew tables of the 
Tora, and the book of the Koran. I 
follow the religion of the God of 
love, whichever way his camels 
take." 

The highest level of the spiritual 
world is a realm of eternal spiritual 
romance and of selfless, loving 
exchanges. To enter this realm of 
pure love, we must begin here and 
now in the materia l world to 
become pure, unmotivated ser
vants . The story of the Good 
Samaritan found in Luke 10:25-37 
is a prime example of the selfless 
way we are to show God's love to 
our n eighbors . Any egocentric 
motivation disqualifies us, because 
to experience divine love, we must 
feel joy in denying ourselves for 
the good of the loved one. We do 
not lose our own identity in the 
process. On the contrary, our true 
identity expands as we render ser
vice. When we are motivated by 
genuine love to act so selflessly, 
even more love is available to us. 

Let us remind ourselves thi s 
Chris tmas season that it is truly 
more blessed to give-with an 
open heart and with love-than it 
is to receive. 0 
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• ;c.\mas 1n Con ~ \ \.) by Beth and Emily Gipe l Jg o 

Emily 
Gipe is 
the 12-

/ 

y ear - o ld 
daughter of Beth 
and Douglas Gipe, 
curren tly Missionaries in 
Residence at the General Board of 
Global Ministries in New York. Emily 
wrote for New World Outlook both 
before her family served in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (then 
Zaire) and after they returned. Below, 
Beth and Emily share some of their 
memories of Christmas 1996 and of 
family life in Lubumbashi. 

Emily: In Lubumbashi, the rainy 
season started around November, 
when the weather would begin to 
get warmer. The heavies t rain I 
remember came on Christmas Eve. 
We looked out the window in our 
living room and it was like there 
was a river in our front yard! 

A gardener had planted nice 
flowers in our yard. They were 
planted in low flower beds to hold 
the rain. But when that heavy rain 

Back row: Douglas, Beth, and Emily Gipe. 
Front row: Meg (cen ter) with the twins, 
William (left) and Andrew (right). 

came on Christmas Eve and our 
whole yard flooded , the gutters 
overflowed because the water had 
nowhere to go. By Christmas 
morning, though, the yard was dry. 

Family members and churches at 
home had sent our Christmas 
presents early since they knew the 
mail was slow. Our gifts actually 
arrived in the neighboring country 
of Zambia in October. But no one 
had been able to go to Zambia to 
pick up the packages, clear them 
through customs, and come back 
wi th them . So we didn' t get those 
Christmas packages until January. 

Beth: When we first realized that 
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were A 

not going id 
to come, h: 

Doug and I h: 
were very upset 191 

because we were looking vh 
forward to having them for our 01 

children. They had lived all their 't 
lives with the image of Santa Claus a: 
and of waking up on Christmas 
morning to find a pile of presents. 
This Christmas, that wasn' t going 
to be the case. 

Emily: [speaking of her twin brothers] 
That's when the boys learned 
about Santa-that Christmas Eve. 

Beth: We had to share with the 
boys that we were Santa. Then we 
had to explain that we weren't 
Santa but that Santa was the spirit 
of giving. The next morning we 
each had two or three things . It 
was enough because by then they 
didn' t expect this big American 
Christmas. 

VE 

Emily : We made up for it . tu 
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wa fun. 

m ming 
and 
th 

tuall , I'm kind of glad that we 
didn ' t have all our pre ent on 

hri tma Da becau e we had 
Chri tma until March la t ear 
[1 7]! It wa reall Christma the 
wh l time becau e w 'd get gift 
fr m church -thing u could-

t in Lubumba hi-and that 

nc a month made it eem 
lik Christma . 

Be th : We had an artificial 
Christma tree. The Africans didn' t 
becau e the felt it wa ill to 
brin the outside into the inside--

p iall if the tree wa artificial. 
Mar Ann, our bab itter, did a k 
once if we had ome extra light . 
Her famil had a creche in their 
home and needed light to place 
around it. I think the were tart
in to accept ome of the We tern 
traditi ns. ou could bu creche 
m the craft area or e en contract 
with om one to make ou one. 
But I d n ' t think the creche wa 
e\'er an African concept. Ju tine, 
our ho ekeeper and cook, told us 

that if p pl had th m n y, 
eryon uld g tan w outfit at 
hri tma . Th n th y' d pr pare 

hicken with rice (a holida di h), 
g to church, and g t tog ther 
aft rward to at. They didn' t put a 
big mpha i on gift gi ing, or 
tr , or e en caroling. 

What I appreciat d m t in Africa 
a a mother wa omething I didn' t 
appreciat at fir t b cau it was 
uch a dra tic change. It wa the 

fa t that, in Africa, there weren' t all 
the e di tracti n to epara te you 

"In Africa, our family 
relationships started to 
grow. Spiritual life start

ed to develop within 
our children." 

--Beth Gipe 

from your child. Having my chil
dren clo e to me all the time, I had 
to learn how to li e in a new way. 
There wa n't a occer game; there 
wa n ' t scouting; there wa n ' t the 
mo ie theater or the mall. 
Everything wa much more home
concentra ted and focu ed around 
the children' relationship with 
mom and dad. 

Here in the State , children are 
apart from their mother for much 
of the time. In Africa, we were with 
each other alma t all day. At first, 
the children kept complaining, ay
ing, "I'm bored ." I had to think, 
think-what do we do? We 
retrie ed ideas from my teaching 
and from creative arts and came up 

with all kind of acti itie . N t 
ha ing all the re ource and mat -
rial we n ded, I would call on th 
mi ionary c mmunity and th 
African community for help . I' d 
ay : "How do you do this? " or 

"What can we do?" So we created a 
diff r nt life for our elve - on in 
whicl1 we were much more family
orient d . 

Life in Congo is much more com
munity-oriented. I think that's the 
way life was when my mother wa 
a child . People knew their neigh
bors and neighbors helped each 
other. Family members did much 
more at home with one another 
than they did apart. So in Africa, 
our family relationships started to 
grow. We became stronger. I aw 
spiritual life starting to develop 
within our children. Christian edu
cation was taught every da y in 
their chool. And they really start
ed doing a lot of thinking, tackling 
issue that weren' t a part of our life 
back home. In the States, religious 
education wasn't as concentrated 
and didn't become a much a part 
of the children's thought proce e . 

When we came back to the States, 
we went through another transi
tion . We had to say: "OK, all of 
tho e wonderful, tantalizing things 
are here again." And it was as if we 
wanted to grab hold of what had 
been so precious in Africa-and yet 
jump away for a little while to 
enjoy what was here . We quickly 
recognized, though, that all of the 
tea e and temptations were enjoy
able only for a while. Once we had 
them, we missed what our life had 
been like when our home wa in 
southern Africa. 0 
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by David Markay 

I 
t took some time for us to hunt 
down enough candles for our 
Christmas Eve service last 

year. We ended up with a wide 
varie ty of sizes, thicknesses, and 
colors. The night the congregation 
decorated the sanctuary, Iksas 
found a strand of colored lights 
and strung them from the water 
pipe, draping them down to the 
Christmas tree below. Other than 
that, though, there wasn't a great 
deal of extra brightness in the sanc
tuary to celebrate Christ's birth. In 
fact, when we turned out the over
head fluorescent bulbs for worship 
that night, there wasn't even 
enough light to see the words of 
the hymns. 

On the streets of Kaunas, too, 
there did not seem to be many 
signs to suggest that the Christmas 
season was different from any 
other. We did not see an overabun
dance of outdoor Christmas lights 
or lit candles on the windowsills. 
But the absence of such outward 
and visible signs does not indicate 
that Christmas is ignored here. In 
truth, Christmas traditions from 
deep within the Lithuanian past 
are being revived. 

Signs of the Western Christmas 
influence also abound. Last year, in 
a square where a statue of Lenin 
once stood, a fir tree had been 
adorned with ornaments showing 
the logos of different commercial 
companies. Shops advertising 20-
percent-off Christmas sales offered 
everything from George Michael 

CDs to American blue jeans. The 
Lithuanians seemed to be search
ing for the right blend of tradition 
and newness with which to cele
brate Christmas publicly. During 
Soviet times, Christmas was a for
bidden-and thus discreetly 
quiet-observance. 
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Despite all my objection to the 
commercial overkill of Chri tmas 
in the United States, I did find 
myself missing certain traditional 
Christmas preparations. After 
years of practice, the people of 
places like Granville , Ohio, or 
Ridgewood, N w Jer y, have 
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lrnrn, 
really 
rnore 
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Ohio, 
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learned how to paint a beautiful 
Christmas picture, lining the streets 
with pine trees and white lights . 
But here in Lithuania, decorations 
like that would be a grea t extrava
gance. Many of the ci ty's s tree t
lights and traffic signals do not 
work in any season or are affected 
by sporadic electricity. So here, 
December can be a dark, bleak 
time. Living conditions are also 
more difficult in the winter. Many 
people in our congregations 
wouldn' t even dream of buying 
anything at Chris tma s sa les. 
Instead, they are worried about 
whether or not they have enough 
firewood for the next week. In fact, 
for some of them, the modest meal 
served at the church on Christmas 
Day will be the most food they 
have had in a long time. 

We missionaries have come from 
a land of many Christmas lights to 
a land of few. It is tempting to look 
at the newness of Christmas here 
and to feel a triumphant sense of 
responsibility to introduce the 
meaning of Christmas to p eople 
who have not openly observed it. 
We can proclaim the hope embod
ied in the Christ Child-the Light 
of the World. But in the candlelight 
during the singing of "Silent 
Night" on that "Kucios Vakara" 
(Christmas Eve), I could see tears 
on the faces of some worshipers . 
Especially for the older p eople, 
singing the carols, h earing the 
story of Jesus' birth, and lighting a 
candle in church on Christmas Eve 
is filled with meaning and memory 
tha t we, as outsiders, can only 
begin to understand. 

I have a suspicion that Christians 
here know all too well w h a t it 
means to light one lonely candle at 
Christmas. After all, the promise of 
Immanuel-the hop e tha t God 
rea lly is w ith us-is more bright, 
more visible, more defiant when it 

Levas, Stanislovas, and 
Liuda at the Kaunas United 
Methodist Church. 

Christmas Day activities, with a visit from "Kaledu Senelis" (Grandfather Christmas). 

Th e Kaunas United Methodist Church in Lithuania at Advent (above) and 011 

Christmas Eve (opposite, p. 20). 

flickers alone against a black night. 
Th e old and new Christians of 
Li thuania who have walked in 
darkness have seen a grea t light, 
however small, even more clearly 
than I have. 0 

David Markay is a United Methodist 
missionary serving in Lithuania . 
David, his wife, Kristin, and their 4-
year-old, Hannah, have been joined by 
Aidan Thomas Markny, who was bom 
in Lithuania 011March12, 1998. 
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Luis and Jan et 
Garcia have been 
Unit ed Methodist 
missionaries in Chile 

since 1993 . Until 
1997, they worked in 

rural and agricultural 
ministries in the north. 

Jan et describes their second 
assignment in Chile (which recently 
concluded) in the story that follows. 

Luis and I have been assigned to 
work for the Obra Rural Metodista 
(Methodist Rural Work Project) in 
southern Chile. This is a 50-year
old organization that serves the 
rural area around Nueva Imperial 
(near Temuco), primarily working 
with people from the Mapuche 
American Indian group . The 
Mapuches are famous for being 
just about the only group that was 
able to resist the Spanish occupa
tion of South America. Eventually, 
of course, they too w re conquered. 
Since then, they have suffered 
many of the same problems that all 
Native American groups seem to 
share-loss of their land, culture, 
and language, along with ongoing 
discrimination and poverty. 

Obra Rural has had different pro
grams during its SO-year history. At 
this time the work includes two 
small rural elementary schools. 
One is a boarding school in 
Lolorruca wi th 50 students in 
grades 1-6; the other, a K-6 school 
in Rulo wi th 45 s tudents. Obra 
Rural also includes La Granja 
Methodist Agricultural High 
School, which serves grades 7-12. It 

is a boarding school with nearly 
300 students who come from the 
surrounding rural villages. Almost 
all the students from all three 
schools are Mapuche. 

In addition, four Mapuche 
Methodist churches in rural areas 
are part of Obra Rural. These are 
small congregations, each with its 
own chapel, all served by one 
Methodist pastor. Much of Obra 
Rural 's community-development 
work is with the people from these 
churches. In the past, one group 
had a weaving project to encourage 
Mapuche handicraft skills. Current 
projects include school gardens at 
both elementary schools, organic 
agriculture demonstrations, and an 
herbal medicine project to preserve 
another part of Mapuche culture 
that is disappearing. We await 
funding for other project proposals. 

The Mapuche suffered 
loss of their land, 

culture, and lan9ua9e 
and suffer on9oin9 
discrimination and 

poflertlJ.. 

Top left: Luis and Janet Garcia with their children, Luisito, Diego, and baby Maricarmen. 
Top right: A student uses the milking machine at the La Granja Methodist Agricultural 1 

High School. Above: The kindergarten at the school in Rulo, Chile. 
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Luis' .tasks include teaching at La 
Granja and directing the rural com
munity-development work. I work 
in the La Granja library, teach 
English in the elementary school in 
Rulo (where I am beginning a 
library and a reading program), 
and assist with public relations and 
fundraising for Obra Rural. Our 
children are Luisito (age 8), Diego 
(age 5), and Maricarmen (now 6 
months). 

We attend the Second Methodist 
Church in Temuco, a small congre
gation where we have had several 
responsibilities . Luis is a lay 
preacher, the youth-group coun
selor, and in charge of program
ming church activities . I am the 
Sunday school director. Perhaps 
the children's Sunday school at 
your church could use the materi
als we prepared for N ew World 
Outlook's centerfold section. These 
activities will help children learn 

111e11. more about missionaries in gener
uural al, our family in particular, and the 

country in which we serve. 0 

Top: A Mapu che weaving project. Obra Rural Metodista enco urages co111111u11ity 
development. Above: Students at the La Granja Methodist Agricultural School dan ce the 
cueca, the national dance in Chile. 
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ave you ever met a 
missionary? There are 
many different kinds of 

missionaries, but they all have 
something in common. God has 
asked them to work for Him by 
serving people and demonstrat
ing God's love to them. 

Missionaries spread the king
dom of God. They serve Jesus 
by serving others in His name. 

Jesus told us that when we 
help other people, it is the same 
thing as helping Jesus. You can 
read these words in the Bible. 
Look in the book of Matthew
the first book of the New 
Testament-and find chapter 
25, verses 34-40. 

Missionaries can be pastors, 
teachers, farming experts, car
penters, builders, community
development workers, doctors, 
nurses, and many other things. 

Missionaries depend on you. 
You can help missionaries by 
- praying for them and the 

people they serve 
- learning about people in 

need and how you can help 
- sharing your money to pay 

for work missionaries do. 

You can be a missionary too! 
Every time you do something 
for someone out of your love 
for Jesus, you are a missionary. 

In the Old Testament, there is 
a verse that tells about how God 
calls people. 

"Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, 'Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?' 
And I said, 'Here am I; send 
me!'" (Isaiah 6:8) 

are 
missionaries in Chile. 
This is Luis. He is from 
Monterrey, Mexico . He 
helps farmers raise their 
animals in a better way 

This is Luisi to . He 
is 8 years old and in the 
second grade. He studies 
in Spanish. At home he 
speaks English. 

This is Maricarmen. 
She is a baby She came 
rushing into this world 
on Mother's Day 1998. 

This is Janet. She 
comes from San Diego , 
California. She loves 
children and teaches 

schoo 1 in Chile. 

This is Diego. He is 
5 years old and in 
kindergarten. Diego 
loves to play with his 
friends and ride his bike. 
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Searching for the Center 

S omeone from the media 
called me once and asked for 

the national headquarters of The 
United Methodist Church. I replied 
that the church had no such office. 
The media person seemed to think 
this was not an acceptable answer, 
but it was the truth. 

The United Methodist Church 
does not have a center. Is that a 
problem? 

It's only a problem because "the 
center" is discussed in circles 
w here people talk about "global
ization. " I prefer not to hang 
around these kinds of discussions 
because I am afraid something bad 
will happen to me-such as being 
"globalized." But the people who 
like such terms sometimes say that 
" the center" is where the money 
and the power are. Other places are 
"the periphery," which translated 
means " the provinces." And the 
provinces, or the fringes, have less 
of everything. 

Creativity mostly oc urs on the 
fringes, however. An idea or a 
practice will emerge way out on 
the fringes. After it has been circu
lated and experimented with and 
modified, it may emerge in the cen
ter as the newest thing. Centers are 
big on what is new. 

We can see how this happens 
with art. Folk music, for example, 
used to be what people did on 
Saturday night for fun . They 
would play the fiddle or the guitar 
and sing. No one had any sheet 
music to play by. The songs were 
sung from memory. 

Then someone went to a big city 
and sang some of the songs and 

by Charles Cole 

people said: "Wow! That's far out!" 
They took the folk songs and made 
them into records and started 
broadcasting the songs all over the 
world. That's a fair description of 
how we got country music. 

But you can see the same thing in 
religion. Where did Jesus come 
from? A small town in the 
provinces. Where did Methodism 
get started? In the coal fields and 
the jailhouses. 

So what is the problem? Only 
that today no one can find any cen
ters any more. The thought that 
Washington, DC, or New York or 
Los Angeles is the center is a 
regional conceit. Only if you live in 
one of those places do you really 
think it is the center. 

Nor is the United States the cen
ter of the world. Notice how, every 
time we have an international con
flict, we Americans feel restricted 
by the rest of the world. When we 
strike out on our own, we find that 
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we don't always command the 
world's attention or respect. We're 
good; we're just not the center. 

Our church realized a long time 
ago that it was not the center. One 
thing the North American church 
did right was to decide about 40 
years ago that we needed to sup
port the leadership of churches in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and other places. We 
intentionally set out to encourage 
autonomy rather than try to exert 
control as a center would. As a 
result, the churches in these other 
regions are growing rapidly. The 
people who say The United 
Methodist Church is not growing 
are not seeing the global picture. 

Another thing we did right in our 
church was to resist the pressure to 
centralize. We have always had a 
system of shared power. Despite 
the criticisms that we have too 
much uniformity, Methodists and 
United Methodists always had a 
streak of independence. That can 
be demonstrated by the diversity 
of views on important issues as we 
argue among ourselves. 

The future will see more loosen
ing up and even more encourage
ment being given to local churches 
to experiment, to innovate, and to 
be autonomous. Certainly there are 
dangers to this movement, but on 
the whole it will probably foster a 
greater sense of ownership and 
result in more work's getting done. 

I'm glad, then, that our church 
doesn't have a center. If there is no 
center, there are no fringes. So you 
can be "on the cutting edge," wher
ever you are. 0 
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MISSION MEMO 
Evacuated Missionaries Return 
Evacuated United Methodist missionaries are return
ing to Liberia and to several regions of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, reports the Rev. John McCullough, 
associate general secretary for mission personnel at 
the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM). 
Missionaries in Liberia had been temporarily relocated 
to Abidjan, Cote d 'Ivoire, after the US Embassy in 
Monrovia was fired upon by Liberian government 
troops because opposition leader leader Roosevelt 
Johnson had taken refuge there to avoid arrest. 
Johnson has since been airlifted out of the country. 
United Methodist Bishop Arthur F. Kulah, asked by 
Liberian President Charles Taylor to lead an interfaith 
committee to work for reconciliation, remains confi
dent of Liberia's chances for lasting peace. Returning 
missionaries include Wilma Dunbar, Loretta Gruver, 
Janice McClain, John and Marcia Ritter, Joseph and 
Lydia Templeton, and Herbert and Mary Zigbuo. 

The GBGM had relocated its Congo missionaries to 
Zambia or the United States in late August as the war 
in northeast Congo between the new government and 
rebel forces spread to the outskirts of the capital, 
Kinshasha. During that period, President Laurent 
Kabila moved his office to Lubumbashi in the south
a factor in the missionaries' being removed. GBGM 
General Secretary Dr. Randolph Nugent and the Rev. 
McCullough have worked closely with Bishops Fama 
Onema (Central Congo), Kainda Katembo (Southern 
Congo), and Ntambo Nkulu (North Katanga). As a 
result, mission personnel assigned to Lubumbashi, 
Likasi, Mulungwishi, and Kolwezi have been autho
rized to return. They include Elizabeth and Tom 
Ryder, Roberta and Glenn Hupprich, Vivian 
Woodyard, Ellen and Jeff Hoover, Joan and Don 
Woodward, Sandy and Delbert Groves, and Lori and 
David Persons. Missionaries assigned to other regions 
may go to one of the four approved locations, remain 
in Zambia, or return temporarily to the United States. 

Honduras Initiative 
In collaboration with the Honduras/Belize District of 
the Methodist Church of the Caribbean and the 
Americas (MCCA), the GBGM is developing United 
Methodist ministries in Honduras. GBGM missionar
ies Armando and Alida Rodriguez arrived in 
Honduras in August 1997 and Angel (Gary) and 
Amparo Garay came a year later-their assignment 
being to establish preaching points and plan for the 
development of community ministries and of new 

congregations. The Rev. German Acevedo-Delgado, a 
GBGM executive, visited the new Methodist house 
church at Barrio Oriental in Danli, Honduras, where 
attendance was 108. The 60 children attending Bible 
school had to sit on the classroom floor, with spillover 
into the hall and onto the stairs. As a result, the mis
sionaries have been authorized to rent a larger meet
ing place. Other ministries include a children's feeding 
program and a prison ministry. 

North Korea Update 
Paul Dirdak, the GBGM's deputy general secretary for 
Health and Relief, estimates that l JMCOR has thus far 
spent $1 million in aid shipments to the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea (North Korea). Shipments 
included rice, food boxes, seed packets, fertilizer, and 
medicines and supplies for orphanages and nurseries. 
Now that North Korean authorities have agreed to 
allow the Korean Christian Federation to engage in 
social service, UMCOR is shipping $20,000 worth of 
materials to the KCF to support its noodle factory. 

DEATHS Michael Heard, retired missionary with 18 
years of service in Zimbabwe, died January 6, 
1998 ... Eldon W. Danne, retired missionary with 2 
years of service in the Philippines, died June 24, 
1998 ... Grace M. Reuter, retired deaconess with 40 
years of service in Kentucky and Georgia, died June 
28, 1998 ... Bonnie J. Niswander, retired missionary 
with 5 years of service in Sumatra, Indonesia, died 
July 1, 1998 .. .. Nelva Siedschlag, retired EUB home 
missionary with 22 years of service, mostly at Red 
Bird Missionary Conference, died on July 4, 
1998 ... Charles H. Harper, retired missionary with 25 
years of service in Korea, died July 6, 1998 ... Catharine 
Schurr, retired missionary with 12 years of service in 
Malaysia, died July 12, 1998 ... Marcia Ball, retired 
Women's Division missionary with 31 years of service 
in Zimbabwe, died July 16, 1998 ... Raymond K. 
DeHainaut, retired missionary with 21 years of ser
vice in Colombia, Argentina, and the Dominican 
Republic, died July 23, 1998 ... Willa Marie Tische, 
retired Women's Division missionary with 32 years of 
service in Brazil and the United States, died July 29, 
1998 ... Mary Belle Stewart, retired deaconess with 34 
years of service in the United States, died August 21, 
1998 .. . Mbwizu (Tontine) Ndjungu, daughter of 
Mbwizu and Nkemba Ndjungu, GBGM missionaries 
from Congo who serve in Senegal, died August 31, 
1998, at age 10 in a drowning accident in Dakar. 0 
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Richard and Caring Schwenk, United 
Methodist missio naries in the 
Philippines , teach at the Union 
Theological Seminary in Manila dur
ing the week. On weekends, they travel 
90 miles north to do church-outreach 
and com munity-development work 
with the Aetas, indigenous people who 
live in 30 v illages in Tarla c and 
Zambales prov inces in the Mt . 
Pinatubo vallet;. The Aeta people are 
still struggling to recover from the 
effects of the volcanic eruption of Mt. 
Pinatubo in 1991 . 

Thank God for two marvelous new 
bridges and a super smooth con
crete highway over the Bamban 
lahar 1 desert! These highway 
improvements reduced our travel 
time by 30 minutes each way this 
weekend. Thus, Caring and I got 
back from Santa Juliana, Capas, in 
Tarlac province, earli r than ex
pected as we accomplished all that 
we could in our two-day trip. 

Don't Chew the Cashews-Yet! 
In July, the cashew nuts were still 
in their shell s, not yet ready to 
chew. Instead, they were ready to 
plant. They had been hand-carried 
in a 25-pound sack all the way 
from Coron Island off the coast of 
Palawan, some 1000 miles south of 
Manila. They came as a gift from 
the Tagbanwa indigenous people 
to the Aeta people who live around 

1 Lahar is a mix of volcanic debris: 
pumice, sand, and gravel. 

Mt. Pinatubo. The Aeta people are 
struggling to earn a living from 
sustainable agroforestry. 

The Tagbanwa people earn their 
living mainly from the sea, while 
the Aeta eke out their existence 
from tiny hill farms and dimin
ished forest products. Very diverse 
people in culture, language, and 
physical appearance, the Aeta and 
the Tagbanwa represent two of 
more than 70 Filipino linguistic
cultural groups. These groups are 
working toward the same goal: to 
ensure a sustainable future for their 
communities while being good 
stewards of their environment. 

The person who carried the 
cashew seeds from Coron 
Island as far as Manila was 
Willie Tolentino, a mem
ber of the Igorot peo
ple who come from 
one of the mountain 
provinces near 
Baguio. Tolentino 
is an agent for the 
Philippine Assoc
iation For Intercul
tural Development 
(PAFID), a non
governmental agency 
(NGO) that was found
ed by Protestant mission
aries and other concerned 
people about 30 years ago . 
PAFID has spearheaded legislation 
that now allows the indigenous 
peoples of the Philippines to 
reclaim their ancestral lands and 
thereby secure their land rights 
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from landgrabbing loggers, ranch
ers, and miners. 

The Tagbanwa have just been 
granted their Certificate of 
Ancestral Domain Claim (CAD-C). 
This gives them official steward
ship rights over more than 55,500 
acres composed of small islands, 
coral reefs, and fishing waters. This 
area is inhabited by thousands of 
species of sea life, including birds, 
fish , shellfish, corals, and giant 
octopuses . The giant octopus is 
sacred to the Tagbanwa people and 

Richard Schwenk (jar left) and seminnn; 
students rest bes ide a mountain strenm 
during their four-hour hike to Aeta lnnds. 
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is used as the logo for their incor
porated group. 
Our handing over the Tagbanwas' 

cashew seeds to the Aeta leaders 
was a significant gesture. It was a 
mark of friendship and suppor t 
from one indigenous community 
that had "made it" to another that 
needed encouragement to pursue 
the goal of reclaiming its own 
ancestral lands. 

Apo Bidong Salazar volunteered 
to plant the seeds in his backyard 
nursery and later to distribute the 
seedlings to about 100 families in 
the area around the Aeta hamlets 
of Manibukyot and Baag. Cashew 
trees grow well there despite poor 
soil and dry weather, and cashews 
are an ideal crop both for cash and 
for nutrition. 

Establishing Ancestral Rights 
In late January 1998, I brought a 
map to the villages of Manibukyot 
and Baag . Getting there had 
involved a four-hour hike from 
Immanuel Bible School in Santa 

Juliana, where Caring had stayed 
to teach 23 students a course 

in Community-Based 
Primary Health Care. 

The village elders 
were eager to try 

to locate their 
tiny hamlets on 
my map. But 
since the map 
was drawn 
before the 
eruption of 

Mt. Pinatubo 
in 1991, their 

villages were not 
shown. The Aeta 

had not begun 
reclaiming their land 

until 1992. To make this 
reclaiming official, we com

posed a letter to ask PAFID for help 
in obtaining a Certificate of 
Ancestral Domain for the Aeta. The 
letter was transcribed by Jesse 

Children of the Ye Young United Methodist Church in Santa Juliana, 
Capas, Tarlac province, the Philippines. 

Reyes-an Aeta acting as an exten
sion agent and teacher to his own 
people. The letter was then signed 
and thumbprinted by the village 
leaders. 

A few days later, a meeting of 26 
village elders and heads of families 
was held in a 12 x 15 foot kitchen 
lit by a kerosene lamp. The elders 
asked me why they needed to 
apply for a Certificate of Ancestral 
Domain. I explained that a law 
newly enacted by the Philippine 
congress and signed by the presi
dent protected indigenous people 
like the Aeta from losing their com
munal ancestral lands. The elders 
liked the idea of planting and pro
tecting a communal forest where 
wildlife and various plants could 
proliferate. So they voted unani
mously on a resolution inviting 
PAFID representatives to come and 
help them secure their rights. 

Four months later, in May, we 
revisited the villages and took pic
tures of several landmarks, such as 
mango and coconut trees, as part of 
our advocacy program for the 
indigenous people. Landmarks like 

these can be used to show that the 
Aeta people have a right to claim 
this land under the new Ancestral 
Domestic Claim law. As evidence, 
we have drawn up the family trees 
of several families that trace their 
ancestry back to the planters of 
those old fruit trees. In addition, 
Aeta leaders have been brought to 
Manila for training on how to avail 
themselves of the new law. 

Maps and Family Trees 
In July, when we arrived in Santa 
Juliana on our way to deliver the 
cashews, we were blessed by find
ing m os t of the important Aeta 
leaders from Manibukyot and Baag 
visiting there. So, rather than hav
ing to hike up the mountains for 
four hours, we held our meeting 
the following day in the home of 
Larry and Beth Ramos. 

Larry Ramos is the tribal mayor 
and a lay preacher as well as my 
travel companion and informant. 
He often hosts our meetings in his 
home. Both Larry and his brother 
and sisters received their early 
Christian nurture in the Methodist 
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Dormitory under Ms . M ar ion 
Walker, a mi ionary to the Aeta 
for more than 40 years. Later, the 
Imm anuel Bible School in Santa 
Juliana provided further Christian 
leadership train in g . Larry's 
youngest sister, Bella Ramos, was 
our student at Union Theological 
Seminary and graduated in March 
with a bachelor of theology degree. 
An ordained elder of The United 
Methodis t Church, she serves as 
pastor and cluster leader for Aeta 
churches around Maamut. 

At our meeting, Alejandro Dela 
Cruz, the teacher-pastor from Baag, 
p resented us with a large map he 
had drawn. It indicated the various 
tree landmarks that showed that 
the Aetas' ancestors had inhabited 
the land for generations. He had 
also interview ed older Aetas and 
recorded in the Tagalog language 

Seminary students at an altar prepared by 
Aeta church leaders (above) and planting 
Madre de Cacao trees (below). 

The Aeta break ground, planting a new garden with tools from Union Theological 
Seminary in Manila. 

30 historical narratives about the 
area being claimed. In addition, he 
wrote down the genealogical data 
that I am putting into my Family
Tree Maker computer program. 
These diagrams of ancestors and 
descendants churned out by the 
computer are very impressiv e . 
Some even go back seven genera
tions. All this information, along 
with photos I have taken, is now 
being organized by us so that we 
can present it to PAFID and the 
government authorities for action. 

We closed our meeting and work
shop on documentation w ith a 
prayer of thanksgiving for all the 
things that have worked together 
for the Aetas ' good . Please pray 
with us that a Certificate of 
Ancestral Domain Claim will be 
awarded to these Aeta communi
ties in due time. 

Last July, the rains came and the 
Aetas' rice, taro, and sweet-potato 
crops were growing. Some hedges 

had been planted around their 
homes as living fences. Vegetable 
gardens were sprouting. We dis
tributed more vegetable seeds and 
planned to offer prizes for the best 
gardens in each community. 

As their gardens grow, we also 
hope for a continued growth and 
transformation of the Aeta people 
themselves toward a better quality 
of life. They need ongoing encour
agement and enlightenment. So the 
next time you chew a cashew nut, 
stop a moment and offer a prayer 
for the crops that the Aeta are 
planting-and for the rising hopes 
and visions of indigenous people 
everywhere. 0 

Richard Schwenk began his mission
ary career in 1957 as a short-term 
agricultural missionary teacher. He 
and his wife Paz Caridad (Caring) 
served in Sarawak, Malaysia, 1965-
1979, and have served in the 
Philippines since 1979. 

xpa1 

VO~ 

hadl 
at~ 
an~ 

eeme 
oul1 
an~ 

alesj 
hr is 



md thein 
Vegetable 
. We dis
;eeds and 
r the best 
ty. 
',we also 
iwth and 
ta peopl 
~r qualityl 
5 encour
nt. So th 
1hew nut 
a praye 

<\eta ar 
ng hope 
1s peopl 

mission 
wrt-ten 
~cher. H 
(Caring 
ia, 1965 

in th 

Tr~ 
I 
• 

By Anna Jones 

You will not find the Palestinian 
village of Ibillin in guidebooks, in 
an atlas, or even on many maps of 
Israel. Yet this Galilean town may 
hold a key to the peace process in 
that tortured land. It is here that, 29 
years ago, a kindergarten opened. 
It was the first in a series of educa
tional institutions that have 
expanded each year to meet the 
evolving needs of the local people. 

When Abuna (Father) Elias 
Chacour and several Roman 
Catholic nuns established the 
Mariam Bawardi Kindergarten, it 
seemed to be one thing that they 
could offer a community with so 
many crucial problems . In that 
Palestinian village of 8000-half 
Christian and half Muslim-SO 
percent of the people were under 
the age of 14. Yet there was no high 
school. This meant that very few 
boys and no girls had access to 
more than an elementary educa
tion. Thirteen years later, in 1982, 
the Mar Elias (Prophet Elijah) High 
School began on a barren hillside 
aptly renamed "Mount of Light." 

In what was their own land 
before 1948, Palestinians have had 
to live under a policy resembling 
apartheid. So each step taken on 
their behalf has been a struggle. 
Efforts in Ibillin began with acquir
ing the building permit routinely 
denied to Palestinians by the Israeli 
authorities. Lack of a permit means 
a building can be bulldozed during 
or after construction. Building a 

school under such uncertain condi
tions is an act of faith. 

The Earliest Christians 
Ibillin has had a Christian popula
tion since the first or second centu
ry A.D. Its Christian congregation is 
Melkite and worships in a church 
building dating from the seven
teenth century. But its heritage goes 
back to the earliest converts of the 
young carpenter from Nazareth-a 
town just 18 miles away. 

Ibillin's Melkites are among the 
160,000 Arab Christians still living 
in Israel. More and more of these 
Christians, despairing of the condi
tions at home, are emigrating to 
other lands. More than 60 percent 
of them, especially the better-edu
cated, have left Israel in the last 20 
years. For the first time in its histo
ry, Christianity may be on the 
verge of disappearing in the land 
of its birth. 

In his first book, Blood Brothers, 
Elias Chacour tells of his boyhood 
and youth in Israel-Palestine. His 
village of Biram was among 165 in 
the Galilee region that was 
destroyed in 1948 after the Israeli 
victory. Village land was confiscat
ed. Though the lives of his family 
members were spared, life for 
Palestinians in Galilee was never 
the same again. Chacour was fortu
nate enough to receive an educa
tion and has dedicated his life to 
advocating for justice and reconcil
iation in his beloved native land. 

Palestinian children. Their education is the 
one thing they have that can't be taken away. 

Education Endures 
Jean Zaru, chair of the board of the 
Sabeel Center in Jerusalem, says 
that an education is the only thing 
Palestinians can acquire that they 
know can never be taken away. 
Considering this reality, after the 
high school opened in Ibillin, a col
lege was the next logical step. Mar 
Elias College, which opened in 
October 1994, is now in its fifth aca
demic year. The high school and 
college have surmounted normal 
hurdles and special roadblocks 
imposed by an illogical civil sys
tem. (After a six-year struggle, then 
US Secretary of State James Baker, 
Jr., intervened in 1992 to secure the 
needed building permit for the 
gymnasium and workshops.) 

Having begun with 100 students, 
the college had 850 students 
enrolled for last year's fall semes
ter. Of the total student body for 
both secondary and higher educa
tion, 54 percent are young women. 
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Jewish students now comprise 7 
percent of the student body. The 
college sees a recent government 
request to enroll more young 
Jews-especially those who have 
just completed their military ser
vice-as a golden opportunity to 
practice reconciliation. 

Last fall saw other important 
additions. A degree in communica
tions was added. There is also a 
new Arab Teachers' Centre on cam
pus-the first such facility in Israel 

that focuses on the needs of 
Palestinians. It serves all Arab 
teachers in lower Galilee who wish 
to upgrade their teaching skills. 

Skillfully Grafted Branches 
Chacour likes to say: "Each one of 
us was born a baby in the image of 
God with His likeness." As we 
watched students changing classes 
or kicking a soccer ball across the 
parking lot, looking like young 
people anywhere, there was no 

Above: Mar Elias students practice soccer between classes. Below: Dr. Henry Bucher, chap
lain of Austin College in Sherman, Texas, visits Father Elias Chacour at Mar Elias College. 
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way to be sure what creed or group 
each represented: Christian, 
Muslim, Druze, or Jew. At the time 
we visited, hope for the Oslo Peace 
Accords was fading. 

In his writing, Chacour tells of a 
large fig tree, the favorite hideout 
of his youth. His father had grafted 
other branches to the tree so that 
six varieties of figs grew from one 
trunk. The grafting was so skillful
ly done that it was impossible to 
tell that any of those branches was 
not an original part of the trunk. 
This tree became the symbol for 
Chacour 's vision of the peaceful 
multicultural society that Israel
Palestine could become. In light of 
the disappointment over the peace 
accords, he responded simply: 
"The fig tree lives!" 

"Priceless gifts are never money," 
says Chacour. A priceless gift for an 
institution of higher education is 
accreditation, which is always diffi
cult for Palestinian schools to 
attain. Then there is the gift of 
work, contributed by the interna
tional volunteers who stay in Ibillin 
from one week to two months. But 
financial help is an ongoing need 
as well. 

Keeping Hope Alive 
Building a new library for Mar 
Elias College is an Advance Project 
of The United Methodist Church 
(Advance #012832-0BN) . The 
library was required by the govern
ment of Israel in order for the 
school to be accredited. It is imper
ative for concerned people to sup
ply the present library with more 
books and reference materials, 
especially in engineering and com
puter science. Dr. Sobhi Sauob, 
director of Mar Elias College, has a 
list of specific titles that are urgent
ly needed. College officials said 
they would be very grateful for 
any volumes that could be donated 
or for funds to purchase books . 
Chacour told us with great feeling 
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Young women are 54 percent of the Mar 
Elias student body. 

about the senior citizen in a health
care facility in the United States 
who sent the college her entire 
month's savings of $5 through her 
church circle, along with a letter of 
apology saying that was the best 
she could do . There are plans to 
name one of the still unfinished 
buildings for her. 

A simple Holocaust Memorial 
stands on the Mar Elias campus. It 
is inscribed in Arabic and Hebrew 
to all martyrs. "We have had so 

ar many holocausts in this century," 
fiect says Father Chacour, naming seven 
1rch different regions where such hor
rhe rors have occurred. " In spite of all 
em- that, we have a reason to keep 
lthe hope alive. That reason for hope is 
per- the empty tomb." 0 

t
u p-
ore 
als, The Mar Elias School and College 
om- recently set up a home page on the 
1ob, World Wide Web. You are invited 
as a to visit it at http://www.m-e-c.org for 
ent- more information. 
1aid 
for 

1ted Anna Jones, an avid reader of New 
Jks. World Outlook, traveled to three 
Jing Middle Eastern countries last January. 

The college needs a larger, stronger library for accreditation. 
Below: Epiphany at Mar Elias. 
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Pauline Kim: 
One Woman's Life 
for Christ in Korea 

It was a cold morning in la te 
October 1996 as the funeral service 
for Pauline Kim began in Seoul's 
Chungdong Methodist Church, the 
mother church of Korean 
Methodism. The large number of 
worshipers who had come on that 
dreary Monday represented only a 
few of the many people, including 
this missionary, whose lives 
Pauline Kim had touched during 
the 98 years of her life on earth. 

At the front of that sanctuary
where, decades ago, men and 
women had sat on either side, sep
arated by a white curtain down the 
middle, according to Confucian 
tradition- there was a large bou
quet of fall flowers sent by the US 
Ambassador to Korea and his wife. 
They had been among the many 
missionaries who had loved 
Pauline Kim. She had been an 
untiring friend, guide, and inspira
tion to them as she had also been to 
her students, family, and countless 
friends. 

The one whose life we were 
remembering and honoring in that 
worship service was a diminutive 
woman who would not have want
ed our mood to be somber. So, 
even though we wept tears for our 
loss as those left behind, we were 
joined together in a sense of deep 
joy and gratitude for the beautiful, 
giving, abundant life that Pauline 
Kim had lived in our midst for 
almost a century. Contrary to the 
usual Korean practice of placing a 

by Sonia Reid Strawn 
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photograph of the deceased on the 
cover of the funeral bulletin, here, 
instead of her face, there was a sim
ple line drawing of a large cross. As 
we sang her favorite hymn, "More 
Love to Thee, 0 Christ," many of 
the worshipers thought back on the 
amazing events that had formed 
the life of this great teacher and 
woman of God. 

Pauline Kim was a person who 
had seen the history, development, 
and growth of Korean Methodism 
through her own eyes, both as a 
maker of and a participant in that 
history. Protestant Christianity first 
came to Korea in 1885. Only 13 
years later, in 1898, Pauline Kim 
was born. 

In Korea, it is customary to read 
the curriculum vitae of an individ
ual at the funeral. At this funeral, 
Pauline Kim herself had written 
the outline of her life events to be 
read that day. She requested that 
the reading be prefaced by her per
sonal thanks to all who had loved 
her through those years and who 
had come to worship on that day 
as her extended family. Listening to 
the recital of all she had done, we 
marveled at what the span of her 
life had encompassed. 

Samtok Chun's Legacy 
Born on April 10, 1898, in the 
northern part of Korea and grow
ing up as the eldest of six brothers 
and sisters, Pauline Kim was 
already a special individual 
because of her family background. 
Her paternal grandmother, Samtok 
Chun, was the wife of a royal coun
cilor in the Korean government 
and daughter-in-law of a strict 
Korean Confucian family. At that 
time, it was quite unusual for her 
to have her own first name, 
Samtok, along with her father's 
surname, Chun-which by custom, 
she kept after marriage. 

Samtok Chun learned about Jesus 
near her home in Pyongyang from 

the earliest Methodist missionar
ies-some of the very ones she 
would later work with closely. In 
1895, at age 52, she became the 
very first woman to be baptized in 
northern Korea. Because Confucian 
customs forbade any woman to be 
seen face to face by a strange man, 
Samtok Chun had to stand behind 
a curtain in which a hole had been 

Pauline Him 's 
autobiographt,1, 

My 90 Years With God, 
reads like a historv 

of Horea and 
Christianitt,1. 

cut for the top of her head. The mis
sionary, Dr. Scranton baptized her 
by putting his hand through the 
hole and onto the top of her head. 

Chun and her two daughters-in
la w studied about Christianity 
together. That was just the start of 
her life of education, religious faith, 
and service-the three pillars 

which her granddaughter Pauline 
would have as the core of her 
inheritance. When Samtok Chun 
died in 1932 at the age of 89, she 
had founded one of the first ele
mentary schools for girls in the 
north, had spent much of her life as 
an evangelist, and knew. personally 
600 people who had become 
Christians through her work. 

Pauline Kim's Inheritance 
Pauline Kim was destined to fol
low her grandmother's example. 
She was baptized in infancy by a 
missionary and a Korean pastor at 
the same time as her mother, Lily, 
and two neighbor women. She 
received the baptismal name 
Violet. Later she was named 
Pauline by the missionary principal 
at Ewha Girls' High School in 
Seoul. She said she always thought 
both names were special. 

In 1916, Pauline became one of 
Ewha's early high school gradu
ates. There, she had been strongly 
influenced by the lives and teach
ing of American women who were 
missionary teachers. At the age of 

Dr. Tai Sun Park of Yonsei University, Mrs. Chu/son Kim and Dr. Kim of the Methodist 
Theological Seminary, Pauline Kim, and Youngsin Kim, her childhood friend. 
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Paulin e Kim with United Methodist 
missionary Gene Matthews, now retired. 

14, even before her graduation, she 
began to attend the nearby 
Chungdong Methodist Church. 
She was a faithful member there 
for 84 years until her death. So it 
was fitting that her funeral wor
ship service was held at that 
church, in the original building. 

In an era when it was neither 
commonplace nor easy for a 
woman to receive higher educa
tion, Pauline Kim graduated from 
Ewha College in 1923. First she 
taught in her old high school and 
college. Then she continued her 
studies in education in the United 
States at Northwestern University 
and in Nashville, Tennessee. In 
1953, she was awarded a master 's 
degree from Emory University. 
Then, following theological studies 
in Japan, she returned to Korea and 
became heavily involved in educa
tion on various levels. 

Immediately after World War II, 
Pauline Kim helped reactivate the 
YWCA of Korea as general secre
tary. Then she was appointed as a 
full-time faculty member of the 
Methodist Theological Seminary. 
From 1947 until her retirement in 
1970, in her role as a teacher and 
pioneer in Christian education, she 
was significant in the formation of 
leaders both for the Korean 

Methodist Church and for ecu
menical organizations . At her 
death, she was the oldest living 
retired faculty member of the 
Methodist Seminary-and she was 
undoubtedly the most beloved. 

Anecdotes and Memories 
An anecdote from her past illumi
nates the devotion to Methodism 
that was a dominating feature of 
Pauline Kim's life. Her close friend, 
Dr. Helen Kim-the first Korean 
woman to earn a doctorate in the 
United States-later became the 
first Korean president of the presti
gious Ewha Woman's University. 
Ewha is the largest all-women's 
university in the world. Helen Kim 
invited Pauline Kim to join the dis
tinguished faculty there. Pauline 
chose the Methodist Theological 
Seminary instead. 

Professor Kim's many former stu
dents at the seminary all agree on 

several things about their teacher. 
She was a true student, was always 
prepared for lectures and meetings, 
and never once showed an angry 
face to a student. Pauline Kim's 
quiet but powerful influence on the 
development of religious education 
in Korea cannot be overestimated. 
Both through her teaching and in 
her published writings, which 
spanned 54 years, she emphasized 
the nurture, care, and training of 
Christians. Her first book, The 
Garden of Eden, was a Bible story
book for children. Her last book, 
The History of Korean Christian 
Education, represented 10 years of 
work and was completed in 1992 
when she was 94! 

Perhaps the most personally 
moving of Pauline Kim's writings 
is her autobiography, My 90 Years 
With God. It reads like a history of 
Korea, of Christianity, and of the 
women's movement. Given the 

Pauline Kim with the author, Sonia Reid Strawn. 
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assignment of reading that book, 
seminary students today have writ
ten about how they were "moved, 
inspired, and challenged. /1 

Remembering Pauline Kim, I 
think of the sight of her walking 
alone from the seminary library on 
a cold winter day to take a taxi 
home. She was already 95 and was 
still studying and doing research . 
Before the term globalization was 
ever used in Korea, Pauline Kim 
had friends around the world. She 
carefully prepared an annual 
Christmas letter in English to send 
to them-sometimes asking some 
of us to check the English, which 
was nearly perfect in the first place. 
It was only near the end when, for 
the first time, she said she was too 
weak and fragile to prepare and 
send her letter-even though we 
suggested having her dictate it to 
us so we could print and mail it for 
her. Her many friends around the 
world have missed that letter and 
its words of hope. 

Another vivid memory is that of 
the 98th birthday celebration we 
arranged for her in April 1996. She 
was all dressed up and waiting 
when we drove up in a van to take 
her out to lunch at her favorite 
restaurant. Before leaving, we took 
pictures together in front of the 
apartment building where she 
lived with her nephew and his 
family. The spring forsythia was in 
bloom. As she picked a small violet 
from the grass, she told us how 
meaningful that flower and its 
name had always been to her and 
her mother. We pinned the violet 
on her sweater and went on our 
birthday outing, which ended with 
a cake, candles, and many hugs. 

A Powerful Witness 
In mid-September 1996, Pauline 
Kim was hospitalized with respira
tory complications. With heavy 
hearts, five missionary friends 
went to visit her. Not knowing 

Former Methodist missionary Berta Laney, wife of the US ambassador to Korea, greets 
Pauline Kim on her birthday. 

what her condition would be, we 
quietly entered the hospital room. 
Her nephew and his wife were 
watching over her day and night, 
as is the custom in Korea. 

Although appearing tinier and 
more frail than her usual self, 
Pauline Kim recognized all of us 
and smiled despite the oxygen 
tube. Speaking with considerable 
difficulty, she thanked us for com
ing. We suggested singing some 
favorite English and Korean hyrrms 
and Sunday-school songs. As we 
sang, she sang with us, remember
ing some of the words better than 
we did-in both languages! In that 
hospital room, through prayer and 
singing, Pauline Kim's radiant 
being once more was ministering 
to us, even in what was to be her 
final illness. We left that day feeling 
strangely blessed. 

Pauline Kim later returned home, 
where she passed away on October 
25, 1996. At the funeral, a little girl 
in a pretty black hat was sitting 
with her mother in the row in front 
of us. I couldn't help thinking how 
much her presence would have 

pleased Pauline Kim. Thanks to 
Pauline's life as a Christian educa
tor, many children have been 
enabled to see a vision of the good 
and to become a part of the com
munity of God's love and grace. In 
times of corruption, greed, and the 
abuse of power-even in the 
church-Pauline Kim stood as a 
pillar of gentle righteousness. She 
often spoke of the radiant face of 
her mother, Lily. But we often think 
of the radiance of Pauline Kim and 
the powerful witness of her life and 
try not to lose heart. 

A wise person once said: "To live 
on in the hearts of those we love is 
not to die . /1 If this is true, then 
Pauline Kim, our respected teacher 
and foremother in the faith, will 
live forever. 0 

Sonia Reid Strawn and her husband, 
Dwight, have served as missionaries in 
Korea since 1967. Earlier, Sonia served 
as a short-tenn missionary in Algeria, 
1960-1963. The Strawns' daughters, 
Lee-Ellen and Sarah, were both raised 
in South Korea. 
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"It was dinnertime. At the wel
come sound of the bell, we trooped 
into the dining hall-only to con
front a dejected Mother Lee. She 
signaled to us to form a circle to 
pray and said: 'Girls, there is no 
rice for us tonight. We shall go to 
bed after the prayer.' We knelt 
down to pray, but we were so hun
gry we could not concentrate. 

"Suddenly, there was a knock on 
the door. Mother Lee tiptoed to 
answer it, leaving us to continue in 
prayer. A momen t later she 
returned to announce excitedly: 
'Girls, there is good news for us. A 
kindhearted person has sent us 
enough money to buy rice for three 
days . Shall we not say a special 
prayer and thank God for His 
mercy?' 

"Rice was bought, cooked, and 
served, and we all said th grac 

by J. S. Murthy 
and thanked God for the miracu
lous way He had provided for us 
that evening." So saying, Laxmi 
Gonsalves-now age 74 and wife 
of a retired bishop-finished the 
story she was telling about her 
early days at the Lee Memorial 
Mission Home for Girls in 
Calcutta. 

Laxrni had been only 10 months 
old when her mother died and 
when Mother Lee picked her up 
and brought her to Lee Memorial. 
She was one of the thousands of 
girls who were cared for, trained, 
and molded in Christian value 
there. Each one of those lives ha 
been touched by the love of God 
through the dedicated life of th 
pione r missionaries David Hiram 
Lee and Ada Jones Lee. Both cam 
to India in 1875-he under William 
Taylor ' lf- upporting plan and 
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she from the Women ' s Union 
Missionary Society. They founded 
Lee Memorial in 1894 in the assur
ance that God would provide the 
funds to carry on their ministry 
among Indian children who had 
lost their parents through death or 
desertion. 

Tragedy struck the Lee family 
when six of their nine children, 
who were in chool at Darjeeling, 
were swept away in a land lide m 
1899. This tragedy put their faith to 
the test but did not de tro it. 
Instead, with renewed i ion and 
purpose, the L e labored to con
struct a three- tor mi ion build
ing at 13 Raja ubodh Mullick 
Square in Calcutta . Completed in 
1909, it wa to hou e the Lee 
Memorial Mi ion Hom f r Girls, 
the Lee M m ri a l nur r and 
kind rgart n , and the L e 
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M m ri 1 primar , middl , and 
high h 1 . On th foundation 
t n i th d 

Bringing Blessing to Others 
~ da , b th the L M mo rial at 
Raja ubodh Mullick quar and 
th arli r Lee-Collins Boy ' Hom 
at B liaghata tand a fitting 
m m rial to the Le ' unwav ring 
faith and their determination to 
bring bl ing to other . Many 

rphan d, desert d , and und r
pri vileged children from the 
Calcutta area have found a lo ing, 
caring home and a cure futur in 
the e center . For e ample, Mar 
Da , who wa abandoned a an 
eight-month-old baby at the 
Chouranghee YMCA entrance, wa 
brought to the Lee Memorial Girls' 
Home. She i now a well-trained 
in tructor in knitting and give all 
her time and talent to her junior in 
the home. Her brother stay at the 
Lee-Collins Boy ' Home. 

Th pre nt up rintendent of 
Le Mem rial, Kamna L , is h r

lf a produ t of th horn . h and 
h r cla mat in th 1930s, Laxmi 

on al e , w r ag r to t 11 about 
th ir da y at the horn . "W are 
d ply grateful," said on alves, 
" to our bel d M thodi t mis-
ionarie - pecially to Mother 

Le . Had it not been for them, I 
would b begging on th tr ets of 

alcutta ." In t ad, h b came a 
chool teacher. 

Another Lee Memorial alumna, 
ihar Bi wa -a retired head

mistres now in her eightie -told 
another tory about Mother Lee. 
"Once I went to Mother Lee and 
a ked for ome money," Biswas 
admitted. "She chided me, saying: 
'Don' t come and beg for money. 
In tead, go and do some work and 
you will be suitably paid. ' After 
that, we earned our pocket money 
knitting and titching for Mother 
Lee." Biswas later became a teacher 
at Lee Memorial School. 

Musing over the days spent at 
Lee Memorial during the Great 
Bengal famine of 1943, which 
claimed 4 million lives, Biswas said 

~rv an Kanina Lee (jar right), superintendent of Lee Memorial Mission Home for Girls, with a 
e. Le group of Lee Home alumnae who live in the home and look after the wards. 

Laxmi Gonsalves, a Lee Memorial alumna, 
and her husband the bishop. 

that she was ever grateful to God 
and the missionaries who had pro
vided for her physical and spiritual 
nurture. During the famine, many 
young girls of poor families were 
sold for paltry sums of money or in 
exchange for a few measures of rice 
for the girl's family. Many girls 
then were forced into prostitution. 
Fortunately, quite a few girl were 
brought to Lee Memorial where 
they found a secure home that pro
v ided Christian car and love . 
After they left the p ortals of Lee 
Memorial, they shared that love 
with others. 

Lee Memorial continues in its 
mission to care for marginalized 
girls. It bears witness to the labor of 
dedicated leaders, including both 
foreign missionaries and natives of 
India. Ada Jones Lee succeeded her 
husband, who died in Darjeeling in 
1924, as superintendent of the Lee 
Memorial Home and lived there 
after her retirement until her death 
in 1948. She had become a legend 
in her lifetime and the Bengal gov
ernment recognized and honored 
her contributions. She was fo l
lowed as superintendent at first by 
missionaries (Dr. and Mrs . W.G. 
Griffiths, the Rev. and Mrs . C.E. 
Benedict, and the Rev. Frances 
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Major) and then by national lead
ers (the Rev. Sukumar Baidya, the 
Rev. C.R. Biswas, Ms. Purnima 
Ghosh, and Ms. Karuna Lee). 

A Lighthouse of Service 
With major support coming from 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church, it is no wonder that the 
Lee Memorial Mission has stood as 
a lighthouse of service in the 
spread of literacy, general educa
tion, and vocational training to 
women. It is gratifying to note that 
such church agencies as the 

Council of Bishops of the 
Methodist Church in India, the 
Catholic Relief Service, the 
Mennonite Central Committee, and 
the German Social Work Project 
continue to extend their support, 
demonstrating a true ecumenical 
solidarity. 

Many mission schools and cen
ters are functioning today under 
the aegis of the Lee Memorial. At 
Sonarpur, Lee Memorial alumna 
Rose Mary Mullick is the head
mistress of a Bengali-language Lee 
Memorial School that was built in 
1982. The school plan was created 
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Top left: A teacher at the Bengali-language 
Lee Memorial School in Sonarpur. Bottom 
left: The Lee School at Nihata village, 
Kolanpur. Above and opposite, p. 41: The 
Lee girls greet their visitors with folded 
hands, the traditional Indian style of greeting. 

by a missionary, the Rev. Frances 
Major. Now, however, because of 
the growing demand for English
language schools, there has been a 
sharp drop in enrollments. The Lee 
school at Nihata village is support
ed by the Methodist Church in 
India. But, owing to inadequate 
staffing and facilities, its once beau
tiful campus appears deserted 
except during school sessions. The 
mission property is often misused 
and, in the absence of a compound 
wall, is encroached upon by 
intruders. At Manikapur, a retire
ment home wa started for female 



Fran 
cause 
Engli 

mission workers. Besides the cen
ters mentioned above, the Calcutta 
Girls' School-an English-language 
school-and a vocational training 
center named Indira Pa thshala 
cater to adult students at night. 

Hundreds of children who grew 
up at the Lee Memorial Mission 
Home for Girls now serve society 
as teachers, managers, nurses, dea
conesses, matrons, and principals. 
In addition, both urban and rural 
women are trained as Bible women 
who go from village to village with 
the message of Christ's Gospel. The 
Women ' s Society for Christian 
Service and the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship groups are actively 
engaged in visiting the aged and 
the sick. They also take part in 
seminars and Bible quizzes and 
provide music for worship . 

A sense of "catch them young for 
Jesus Christ" is evident in regular 
Sunday-school meetings, as the 
Sunday-school teachers-usually 
Lee Memorial alumnae- impart 
Christian values to the children. 

Calcutta's contemporary society 
is in need of more committed lead
ers like David and Ada Jones Lee. 
In creating homes and schools for 
the disadvantaged, the Lees built a 
reservoir of human resources
people well prepared for leader
ship who continue their work of 
winning souls for Christ in India. 0 

Dr. J. S. Murthy is a guest lecturer in 
Indian philosophy at Leonard 
Theological College, a Methodist-relat
ed seminary in Jabalpur, and in com
m u nica tio11s at Rani Durgavati 
University, Jabalpur. 

fSk~ 
Raymond K. DeHainaut 

The Rev. Dr. Raymond Kirk DeHainaut 
spent his life in service to The United 
Methodist Church as a missionary
scholar, an activist theologian, and 
an eloquent and though~ul writer. His 
final article for New World Outlook, 
"Keeping in Touch With Dominican 
Street Children" (Sept.Del. 1998), 
appeared just a month after he died 
of prostate cancer of the liver in 
Tampa, Florida, on July 23 at age 
68. He is survived by his wife, 
Delaine; their son , Marc; and two 
grandchildren. 

A native of South Charleston, West 
Virginia, Raymond K. DeHainaut was 
already a cum laude graduate of the 
University of West Virginia when he 
met his wife-to-be, Delaine, at 
Vanderbilt University. After their mar
riage, the DeHainauts embarked on 
a long career of mission service, 
chiefly in the United States and in 
Argentina, Colombia, and the 
Dominican Republic. 

With a Renaissance breadth of 
interest and expertise, Ray served as 
a professor cf theology, philosophy, 
religion, culture, sociology, govern
ment, and international studies. He 
was also a Peace-With-Justice 
Educator and he trained Volunteers in 
Mission on cross-cultural adaptation . 
He described this latter work in an 
article for New World Outlook: 
"Cross-Cultural Spirituality for 
Volunteers in Mission." Other recent 
New World Outlook articles were 
"The Quincen-tennial Quandary" and 
"The Postmodern World : A New 
Context for Mission." 

The one thing Ray DeHainaut want
ed to be known for, Delaine says, 
was his writing. "We wouldn't even 
have the Bible today," he said, "if it 
had been all oral tradition-if some
one hadn't written the stories down." 
Ray shared his insights and we were 
much richer for having known him. 
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Life-Giving Rain in Ghana 
by Kwasi I. Kena and A. Safiyah Fosua (Thomas and Andrea 
Bishop), United Methodist missionaries in Kumasi, Ghana 
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May 1998: For the past three to four months, 

we have all been looking to the skies for rain. 
Ghana has been in the midst of drought and 
a drought-induced energy crisis. The majori
ty of Ghana's electricity is produced at the 

Akosombo Dam on Lake Volta. This lake was, and still is, dangerously 
low. The entire country has been on mandatory electricity rationing 
since the end of January. Between February and May, our rations 
ranged from 12 hours per day to 8 hours every 2 1/2 days. During that 
time, every religious group in Ghana petitioned God for relief. For a 
few weeks now, we have been enjoying the return of the rainy season 
and receiving 12 hours of electricity daily. 

In January, we were in mega-ministry 
with Volunteer-in-Mission Team #103 
from the Oklahoma Annual Conference. 
In February, we went to Koforidua to 
visit with the Rev. Cecil Williamson and 
the Rev. Doug Pepper of Mississippi. 
These evangelists led a team to Ghana's 
eastern region to establish 10 new 
churches. Our part was to train 25 church 
leade~s who will pastor and nurture these new Christians. 

-i 

From March to May we have been heavily involved in the writing 
~stry. In March, we hosted a writer's workshop with six Ghanaian 
writers in attendance. In April, we completed volume I of a prayer 
leader's training manual. The conference printed 5000 copies of our 
January-March Bible Lesson Quarterly and 8000 copies of the April-June 
issue. Requests are still coming for the July-September issue. One of 
our greatest delights has been the addition of Ghanaian artwork since 
we commissioned Azey, a local artist, to illustrate the Bible Lesson 
Quarterly with a Ghanaian flavor, as in the samples above. 
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The United Methodist 
Church in Mission 

Christmas in Zimbabwe 
by Jane Kies, United Methodist missionary at the Nyadire Secondary 
School and Farm, Mutoko, Zimbabwe. 

Last Christmas Eve, I found myself facing 16 women-all in advanced 
stages of pregnancy. They were living temporarily in the "waiting 
mothers' village" near the Nyadire Methodist Hospital. A group of us 
had collected food items to ensure that they had a little extra protein 
for Christmas Day. When I was 
asked to speak with them, I men
tioned the connection between 
the anticipated birth of their 
babies and our celebration of the 
birth of baby Jesus. Since some of 
the women seemed unaware of 
the significance of Christmas, it 
was heartwarming to be able to 
share the Gospel with them on 
Christmas Eve. 

Christmas Day was a festive and 
happy time for our family. We 
spent it with Nyasha Murphree, 
the doctor on the mission, and 
with other friends, old and new. 
Yet it was hard to ignore the fact that, for many in the community, the 
Christmas season was a ti.me of pain and loss. Hardly a family in the 
community has not lost one of its members to AIDS. The prevalence of 
the disease has brought despair. But Christmas is really all about the 
birth of one who came into a suffering world to bring healing and sal
vation. We continue to pray that Christians at Nyadire will bring hope 
and healing in Jesus' name. 
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Thanks to restart in Kansas City 
by Andrea Brown 

The following letter to restart-an interfaith ministry with the 
homeless in Kansas City, Missouri, supported by The United 
Methodist Church through the Advance and the Women's Division
is reprinted by permission from The restart Report. 

I'd like to take this moment to express my thanks for my experience at 
reStart. No one could see how my life was tom when I first moved 
into reStart. I needed a lot of time to myself because I was unable to 
think clearly. As time passed, all the problems I was having smacked 
me dead in my face and I was not prepared. With the help of many 
friends-a kind word, a smile, many gifts-the expressions of encour
agement were enough to lift me up through my suffering from so 
many failures. I am still overwhelmed with the whole experience that 
brought me to where I am today. I still have a way to go, but my friends 
at reStart played an important part in enabling me to get this far. 

I now have a very large apartment, nicer than anything I'd ever have 
dreamed I'd have. My children are very happy! 

Thank you reStart for tolerating my problems. Thank you for open
ing your doors to someone you had never seen or heard of before: 
Andrea Brown and her family. As I look back, I realize that God sent 
me to you. I stared at your phone number for months before I actually 
dialed it. I woke up one morning and something guided me to call. 
That kind voice on the 
other end was some
one who heard my 
prayers and told me 
to come. Thank you. 
I love you. 

Although it is hard 
to find words of 
thanks, just know this. 
I didn't get what I 
wanted. But I certain
ly got what I needed. 

A Vote for Peace in Ireland 
by Cheryl Jane Walter and David Range, United Methodist 
missionaries serving in Limerick, Republic of Ireland. 

The passing of the Good Friday 
Agreement on May 22nd by 71 
percent in Northern Ireland and 
94 percent in the Republic of 
Ireland was a clear vote for 
peace. Compromise is required 
of all sides . For example, the 
Republic now defines the Irish 
nation by its people rather than 
disp uted land; and new all
Ireland governmental bodies 

have responsibility for things like fisheries and tourism, island-wide. 
Those who disagree with the democratic process are already cam

paigning in the United States for money to continue the "armed strug
gle." Please pray that caches of bombs and guns will be found so that 
this island may become demilitarized and that no more money will be 
given to the armed groups. Pray also that those elected to the new 
Northern Ireland Assembly in June will be true to the vote of the peo
ple for peace. 

Political parties in Northern Ireland and in the Republic recognize 
that they must find new identities. They have to ask: "What are we 
for?" now that energies aren't focused simply on being against the peo
ple who live on the neighboring island of England, Scotland, and 
Wales. Please pray that we will build a just and caring society in which 
everyone is valued as a child of God. 

Through Jeremiah, God spoke to the Israelites in Babylonian exile, 
saying: "For surely I know the plans I have for you ... plans for your 
welfare, and not for harm, to give you a future with hope." Geremiah 
29:11) We believe this prophecy is for Ireland today. We thank God for 
your faithful support through prayer and financial giving to Christ's 
ministry of reconciliation in Ireland. By the Grace of God, we have a 
future with hope. Thanks be to God! 





46 

''WE'RE BUILDING OUR CHURCH 
RIGHT NOW! 

The preferred experts in United Methodist church financing. Churches 
are and have been our only borrowers since our founding in 1960. That's why 
we can be attentive to your particular financial needs and help you bring your 
plans and dreams to fulfillment. 

More than just great rates. Because we're part of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, we are familiar with demographics and program planning, 
architecture, and capital fund raising, and can refer you to other members of 
our GBGM team for assistance if desired. 

Part of a team, a link in the Connection. Church financing isn't something 
we've added on to banking in order to satisfy regulators. Congregational financ
ing is our mission. 

Know where your money goes. Your interest payments go back to United 
Methodist investors who support church extension through their purchase of 
UMDF notes. UMDF expenses are paid from interest income as well; we receive 
no apportionment dollars. 

We finance new construction, renovations, 
additions, relocations, and parsonages. 

Cum!nt mortgage rates:* 

First units 7. 7 5% per year 
All other projects 8.25% per year 
*Rates are subject to change at any time. 

Call, write, or visit our website. Begin a relationship with UMDF, 
the preferred lender to United Methodist churches. 
1 (212) 870 3865 
Suite 1519, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
http:llgbgm-umc.orglunitslevgrowth!umdf html 

United Methodist 
Development Fund 
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BUY ONE FOR EACH CHILD 
IN YOUR CHURCH SCHOOL 

Order Children's Prayer Calendars in packages 
of 5 (#2764; $5.00, plus postage/handling) or 
sing~ (#2766; $1.25, plus postage/handling) 
by colling Service Center at 1-800-305-9857. 
V"iso and MasterCard accepted. 
Or write to: SERVICE CENTER, 7820 Reading 
Rood, Coller No. 1800, Gncinnoti, OH 45222-
1800. 

New World 
Out I 

The perfect holiday gift for: 
•pastors 
•mission chairs 
•lay leaders •shut-ins 
•college students 
•friends 

Subscn"be to the Mission Journal of 
The Untted Methodist Church 

6 issues -Sl 5 
Order by calling Service Center at 

1-800-305-9857 
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Break New 
Ground at 
OMSC! 
Darrel Whiteman 

Jan. 18- 22 , 1999 
Culture, Values, and 
Worldview: Anthro
pology for Mission 
Practice. Examine the 
impact of worldview 
and theology of culture 

Tite Ti~nou 
Mar. 22- 26 

African Church in 
Mtimn. Trinity Evan
gelical Divinity School 
professor examines the 
world 's fastest grow
ing churches. Cospon
sored by Mennonite 
Central Committee and 
SIM International. 
Eight sessions. $95 on crosscultural mis- -

sion. Cosponsored by 
Wycliffe Bible Trans
lators . Eight sessions. 
$95 

June 3, 1998, Breaking grouna tor 
Great commission Hall 

Saphir Athyal 
Apr. 5-9 

Chrman Identity and 

Kenneth Mulholland Jan. 25-29 
Missionary Life and Work in the New 
Millenniwn. Led by OMSC Senior Mission 
Scholar and cosponsored by Christian 
Reformed World Missions, Church on the 
Rock, New Haven, and Latin America 
Mission. Eight sessions. $95 

Robert T. Coote Feb . 22-26 
How to Write to be Read. Interactive 
workshop on letter writing and publishing 
for missionaries . Eight sessions . $95 

Charles C. West Mar. 1-5 
Gospel and Culture: Christian Mission 
in a Post-Modem World. Princeton Sem
inary professor charts the way in a world 
of pluralism and relativism . Cosponsored 
by Greenfield Hiils Community Church, 
Fairfield, Ct. Eight sessions . $95 

Jonathan J. Bonk Mar. 9-12 
Missions and Money. OMSC Associate 
Director examines challenges associated 
with economic disparities between expat
riate missionaries and host countries. Co
sponsored by Mennonite Central Committee 
and Moravian Church World Mission. 
Four morning sessions. $65 

William Headley Mar. 15-19 
Conflict Resolution and Peacemaking. 
Duquesne University specialist examines 
models of effective intervention in social 
conflicts. Cosponsored by First Presby
terian Church , New Haven, Maryknoll 
Mission Institute , and World Vision 
International. Held at Maryknoll, New York. 
Eight sessions. $120 

Religious Pluralism. 
World Vision pastor offers insights from 
Asia on Christian witness and personal 
integrity . Eight sessions. $95 

Maria Rieckelman and 
Donald Jacobs Apr. 12- 16 
Spiritual Renewal in the Mission Com
munity. Biblical and personal reflection 
for revitalized ministry . Cosponsored by 
Eastern Mennonite Missions . Eight 
sessions . $95 

David W. Augsburger Apr. 19-23 
Counseling across Cultures. Fuller 
Seminary professor shows how to apply 
biblical principles in crosscultural settings. 
Cosponsored by Southern Baptist Woman's 
Missionary Union. Eight sessions. $95 

J. Martin Bailey Apr. 26-30 
Christian Mission in the Middle East. 
Explore the roles of indigenous church s 
and expatriate Christians in the lands 
where our faith began. Cosponsored by 
Mennonite Board of Missions and Middle 
East Office, NCC. Eight sessions. $95 

Rob Martin May 3-5 
Leadership, Fund-raising, and Donor 
Development for Mission. Learn how to 
build donor support and secure foundation 
funding . Mon. 2:00 p.m.-Wed. noon. $75 

Overseas Ministries Study Center 
490 Prospect St., New Haven, CT 06511 

(203) 624-6672 Fax: (203) 865-2857 
study@OMSC.org http://www .OMSC.org 

Publishers of the INTERNATIONAL 
BULLETIN OF MISSIONARY RESEARCH 
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The annual report off he 
General Board o 
Global Ministries 

SENT TO PROCLAIM 
THE WORD OF GOD 
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Read the "good news" of 
United Methodists partici
pating in ministries in 
over 130 countries-

•United Methodist 
Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) 
•Mission Personnel 

•Mission Resources Center 
in Atlanta 

•Mission Volunteers 
•Korean American 

congregations 
•Shalom Zones 

•Cambodian mission 
• Millenium Fund 

•North Korea 
•National Hispanic Plan 

•Lithuania 
•Web sites 

•Mission evangelism 
•United Methodist Women 

•HIV I AIDS Ministries 
•Network 

•Community-based 
health care 
•Refugees 

and more .. .. 

Order the 1997 GBGM Annual 
Report (#2692; $3.00, plus 
postage/handling) by calling 
Service Center at 1-800-305-9857. 
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