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EDITOR'S COLUMN: LOCAL MISSION AND GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

Mi ion, like charity, begins at home-in the local church. This issue of 
New World Outlook spotlights local-church mission, particularly those 
local ministries that have widened their outreach and impact by using 
the resources of the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM). The 
issue also brings you a centerfold section on New World Outlook's Web 
Site and introduces a new feature: Bulletin Inserts on Mission. 

Holy Boldness is an urban-ministries program that sprang from the 
United Methodist Urban Ministry Plan. The plan took shape in two 
urban convocations cosponsored by the GBGM and the National 
Urban Strategy Council. Read how the plan is being carried out in such 
local venues as Detroit's Exsousia United Methodist Church and 
Portland, Oregon's United Methodist Association for Metro Ministries 
(PUMA). Then explore two in-depth articles about United Methodist 
mission partnerships: one in Columbia, South Carolina- where the 
Eau Claire Community of Shalom developed ecumenically out of the 
partriership of an African American and a predominantly White con
gregation- and the other in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where 40 
Hispanic congregations work together as a community of faith to 
improve housing, extend education, and spur economic development. 

Individual church growth goes hand in hand with innovative mission 
outreach. The Office of Research at the GBGM can supply any United 
Methodist church with the demographic data needed to creatively con
nect the congregation with its community. The Research Office brings 
your church not a magic formula but a time-tested church-growth 
strategy. The experience of a Native American church in White Swan, 
Washington, bears out these church-growth guidelines-illustrating the 
importance of corrective change and of the local church as a vital com
munity center. 

Sometimes a mission that begins with a local church or individual 
minister grows into a greater mission institution or initiative. Such was 
the case in Memphis, Tennessee, where St. John's United Methodist 
Church supported the dream of a pastor-doctor by providing a build
ing where the Memphis Church Health Center got its start. Another 
mission story- that of the Rev. Ray Buchanan-shows how an individ
ual United Methodist minister followed his call to fight hunger by 
helping to found and direct first a US ministry, the Society of St. 
Andrew, and more recently an international agency, Stop Hunger Now. 

Impressively, what is now the GBGM's Cambodia Initiative grew out 
of the outreach of fewer than 10 Cambodian American United 
Methodist churches in the United States. Out of the partriership these 
American churches formed with their counterparts in Cambodia has 
grown an initiative that now links US, French, and Swiss United 
Methodists working in Cambodia with Korean Methodists, Singapore 
Methodists, and Wesleyans also in mission there. 

All in all, this issue provides a rich array of models for mission and 
ministry in the local church. Without the activism of individual United 
Methodist congregations, there could be no global ministries. But in 
partnership with the General Board of Global Ministries, local churches 
can truly transform their world for Christ. - Alma Graham 
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NEW WORLD OUTLOOK WINS AWARDS 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The good news is ... wi thin a three-day p riod in late pril, ew World Outlook \·von even award fr m th 
A ociated Church Pre (ACP) and one from the Religious Public Relation Council (RPR ), now renam d th 
Religion Communicators Council. 

At it annual D Ro e-Hinkhou e Communications ward cer many on priJ 24, the RPR ga,·e an ward f 
Merit for Periodical to Alma Graham, Editor; hri tie Hou e, A ociat Editor; and Roger adler, rt Direct r 
for New World Outlook. A few days earli r, on pril 21, the CP awarded ew World Outlook thr 1997 ward 
of Merit and four Honorabl Mention . Th Award of Merit recognized th magazine' fulfillment f 1 mi i n 
ta tement, its March-April 1997 cover, and a f atur article by mis ionary-ph toj umali t Paul J ffr y: "Ta!J.n 

the Side of Brazi l' Indigenous People." Honorabl Mentions: Chari ol for Magazin D partm nt, L1ha 
Fernandez for Biblical Interpretation: " trang r in Our Mid t: the Good amaritan Today"; Roger . adl r, Hal 
Sadler, and Paul J ffr y for Magazine raphic : "Lif Change lowly for Brazil' tr t Children"; Paul J ffre) 
for Magazine Photography: "Witne s from on-the- c ne Reporter : Brazil." 

Th A ociated Church Pre s encompa e om 200 Prote tant, atholic, and nond n minational religiou 
publication in th United States and Canada. 

••••• • 
PRICE INCREASE ALERT • •••• 

• • 
• • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The urgent new i ... that you haH~ only two more month..., tor •n '\' or ' t ·nd )l'Ur 
ingle or combination subscnphon to l'iL' ~'\vrld Outlook b •for' th' pn ·' g up! 'in• ll' 

an in r a e m our ub nphon-fulfillm nt o<ot and lt a pn e incr •a..,' air •ad\ a ppr)\ :I tl)r 
Rc..,ponse, our individual and ombmahon ub<o nphon rate~ will ri ' •ft •cti\ 'Sept •mber 1, 
199 . Thi will b th fir t rat mer a.., for both magMine'> sin e Januaf) 1, 1991 . 

For ord rs r cived aft r ugust 11, 19 , cw World Outlook' on'-\ 'M rat' of 12.00 "111 
t 15.00 (29 cent a w k), \\ h1l th' t\.\ o-\ ar rate "ill n ' trom 20.00 tt 2 00 . 

ingl c pies, currently 2.50, will ost 1.00 after ugu..,t 11 
Th ombination rate with Rc..,po11..;c \.'\tll hange from 20.00 to 2Cl .OO H c •nt aw •k) for 

a one-year JOint . ub cription and from 6.00 to Cl 00 for a h\ o-~ ear combin,1tion. 1 1 ii' 

World 011tlvok'· one-year rate for foreign countne..,, pre..,entl\ 17 00, will tnlfL'a..,' to -0 tX) . 
We regr t both the nece · ity and the hmmg of the...,e mcrt.'a e.., \\L' '' ould ha\ L' prL1 tt.'rred tl' 

give much longer notice. t the ame time, we are proud of the honor and r' ognitil)n "L' 
have received, excited about our plan.., and challenge.., tor the futur '. and umhdent that\ nu, 
our rcader'>-faithfully committed to m1..,~1on a.., ou ML"--\\'1ll h •Ip u.., t,1 L' Chn ... t m1 ..,ll)ll 
t r into th n xt mill nnium . 
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"We're going to rai e up a Jo hua
Caleb people-young people who 
reclaim the land ," ays the Rev. 
Bernardin Worm] y-Daniel of 
Ex ousia , "a radical new Unit d 
Methodist Church" on the east side 
of D troit, Michigan. The church 
began fir t a mall Bible study and 
prayer group -studying passage 
uch a umb r 14, in w hi ch 

Joshua and Caleb urge the I raelit 
to enter Canaan and reclaim th 
la nd promi d by God to th ir 
ancestor Abraham ( enesis 12:5-8). 

Top: Tlte San Francisco Clt ildre11 's 
Clta111ber Orchestra pe1formed at the Holy 
Boldnes Urban Convocation . Above: 
Mary Elizabeth Inn, a United Methodist 
mission project in San Francisco. 

are her to draw p opl back into 
whol n ," continue Worml y
Dani ls. Sh believes that the Holy 
Boldness program can rever th 
alienation and hop lessn s felt by 
many in the cities. Exsousia (trans
lated from th Gr k a "power" or 
"a uthori ty") is a new church tart 
in th e Detroit onference . It is 
exp ri ncing a "radical r urg nc " 
of young ad ult , yo uth, and chil 
dr n coming back to th church in 
th city. 

"People ar uffering from drug and alcoh I abu 
and pain in th~ir !iv . We are a reconciling force. We 

Ex ousia i not an isola ted chur h with a limit d 
outr ach. Through th Holy Bolcln pr gram, it i 
conn cted to the De troit onfer n and to man 
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th r churche with irnilar experi
nces and imilar vi ions . A t the 

Holy Boldn Convocation held in 
an Franci co in Novemb r 1997-

th cond urban con voca tion 
pon ored by th General Board of 

Global Mini tries and th National 
Urban Strategy Council-members 
of the clergy and laity ga thered to 
hare idea and help on another 

through the common problems 
they encounter in urban ministry. 

The Uni ted Me th odi t Urb an 
Ministry Plan calls for the transfor
mation of our ci ties fro m dark 
places of fear, violence, and aban
donment to communities of peace, 
safety, and fai thfulnes -God 's 
vi ion of shalom. The goals of the 
plan are known collectively as Holy 
Boldness, for tha t i w h a t is 
required to accomplish them . The 
plan urges churches and church
related community organiza tions to 
be bold and holy, taking responsi
bility for achieving the program's 
vision. Those w h o covena nt to 
work through the plan believe that 
the transformation of urban congre
gations and communitie is possi
ble with God's help. They practice a 
network model of minis try, work
ing in creative par tnersh ip w ith 
other churches and organiza tions. 

A New Program 
Th firs t urban convocation, held in 
Birmingham , Alabama, in 1995, laid 
the groundwork for Holy Boldness. 
The 650 p ar ticip ants in the 1995 
conference developed material that 
was further refined by more than 50 
foc us gro ups across the United 
State . Participants identified seven 
goals that encourage local churches 
and region al church agencies to 
work toward church and communi
ty tran sfo rm a tion . These seven 
goals are as follows: 

•Urban Theology-Teach in 
churches and church-related orga
n iza tions, following Jesus Christ's 
example of mee ting the physical 
needs of others while proclaiming 
the saving power of God. Develop 
an urban academy that teaches peo
ple how to ca rry out theology 
through evan gelism, community 
development, elimination of racism, 
multicul tural collabora tion, and 
leadership development. 

•Evangelism and Congregational 
Development- Develop support 
ystems and resources to help con

gregations communicate the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in the city. Increase 
the size and number of urban 
congrega hons. 

International participants in the Holy Boldness Urban Convocation included representa
tives from Cuba, Brazil, Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire), and Chile, among others. 
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•Economic Development-Further 
d evelop the Communities of 
Shalom Initiative. Create a national 
United M e thodis t community
development loan fund to be used 
for investment in communities by 
congregations and individuals. 

•Eradication of Racism-Work to 
end racism and othe r forms of 
oppression. 

•Multicultural Collaboration
Develop resources, as for worship 
and Bible s tud y, to encourage 
congregations to p a rti cipate in 
cross-cultural experiences. 

•Leadership Development-Use 
the National Hispanic Plan model 
to train lay missioners . Provide 
m ore intentional training for both 
clergy and laity who are involved 
in or open to being recruited for 
urban ministry. 

•Wholeness, Healing, and 
Health-Help congregations 
understand how they can be heal
ing agents in their communities 
through outreach ministry with the 
homeless, the hungry, the addicted, 
victims of violence, and the physi
cally and mentally ill. 

Detroit-Holy and Bold 
A number of representatives from 
the Detroit Conference attended the 
H oly Boldness Convoca tion las t 
November. According to Charles 
Boayue, Jr., the Associate Council 
Director for the conference, Detroit 
had approved a new urban min
istry plan in 1995. That was about 
the time Holy Boldness was getting 
started in Birmingham. Detroit rep
resenta tives re turnin g fro m the 
convocation added m omentum to 
the effor ts to m erge the various 
urban initiatives and ministries of 
the Detroi t Con fe rence in to on e 
alliance. Exsousia is one of six new 
ch urch s ta rts planned b y the 
Detroit Conference. 

The conference studied the demo
graphics of Detroi t and found that 
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Jane ·'oleo, , a I-year resideli. _ .1my Eli.:abe h Inn uho hos re.aTi.'eTed from a severe brain aneury-m, IW'"IL' creates beautiful c:ard- and 
pain, ·n . ;\.fary Eli::abeth Inn hos been prociding housing fur women uith limited financial resources since it nding in 1914. 

the most densely populated area of 
the city had no United Methodist 
presence. ~y inner-city durrches 
had closed. The conference bought 
a building to renovate and appoint
ed Be:m.ardine Wormley-Daniels as 
the new pastor. The amference also 
hired a community developer, an 
administrative assistant, and a hus
band-and-wife team to lead music 
and worship. ith this structure, 
Exsousia began-the first nited 
Methodist church to open in the city 
of Detroit in more than 30 years. 

"Life Groups" --small-class 
groups that met in private homes 
for Bible study and reflection
began the church's presence in the 
neighborhood. Wormley-Daniels 
provided the teaching material and 
met with the groups. ithin a few 

months the Exsousia team had nine 
Llfe Groups reaching about 40 peo
ple. In addition, team members met 
at the unfinished church on Sunday 
to gather the community's prayer 
requests and pray intercessory 
prayers. Eight people started to 
come to these prayer meetings. 
Then 30 came to take part in what 
Wormley-Daniels calls "strategic 
intercessory prayer." The people 
prayed for the u:nchurched and for 
God's guidance in building a new 
church community. 

The congregation now has plans 
to begin a tae kwon do class-"mar
tial ar s for Christians"--says 

ormley-Daniels. The class will 
open and close in prayer and will 
teach discipline, self-respect, cour
tesy, and humility. The church also 
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envisions a Spirit Cale that will 
serve coffee and snacks and enter
tain with Christi.an artists and jazz 
musicians-a spirit-filled place for 
community members to relax and 
gather. A mentoring program for 
girls ages 9-16, called Girls Taking 
Otarge {GTq, is shaping up. And 
the community developer, Methany 
Head, continues to assess the neigh
bor hood to determine what the 
residents need most 

Pastor Wormley-Daniels 
describes the mission of Exsousia 
as "empowering people, changing 
lives, making disciples for Christ." 
The new building opened with 
worship on Easter Sunday 1998. 
Inviting the people of the neighbor
hood to the church, the pastor say : 
''Come, experience the power.'' 
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Holy Boldness in Portland 
The Holy Boldness Convocation in 
San Francisco la t November drew 
more than 1500 people from 
around the United States and from 
all walks of life. "It wa like coming 
home," says Beth Estock of Aloha 
United Methodist Church in the 
Portland, Oregon, ar a. She attend
ed the convocation as one of a dele
gation of seven from the Portland 
United Methodist Association for 
Metro Ministries (PUMA). "It was 
empowering," she affirms. "We are 
now looking into the possibility of 
developing an Urban Academy for 
the Portland area." An Urban 
Academy, sponsored through the 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
is a two-year training program that 
is developed within the conference 
or regional area and uniquely 
designed to help the local churches 
it serves. Every church in the area is 
encouraged to send the pastor and 
at least two laypeople to the acade
my for training. 

Training at an Urban Academy 
includes workshops in theological 
foundations, practical strategies, 
and problem-solving techniques. 
Six sessions of three days each over 
the two-year period give partici
pants 100 contact hours. With every 
church involved, more work can be 
undertaken cooperatively to 
change the community. 

According to Bill Gates, PUMA's 
director, the Portland area has 
already done some strategic plan
ning along the lines of Hal y 
Boldness. PUMA decided to con
nect the congregations of the area 
in an effort to form a "street net
work." Many urban churches 
struggle to engage the community, 
but they do it in isolation. "Just 
realizing that they don' t have to do 
it all alone is energizing for many 
congregations," notes Gates. 

PUMA published a "Holy 
Boldness Ministries Catalog" of the 
ministries that the 45 congregations 

The United Bay Area Choir, directed by Alex Jackson, provided music for the Urban 
Convocation 's opening banquet. 

of the Portland-Vancouver area 
were supporting. Ministries were 
grouped under categories such as 
hunger, homelessness, affordable 
housing, gay and lesbian outreach, 
children's ministries, and various 
support groups . In this way, con
gregations could see what other 
United Methodist churches were 
doing about the issues they 
encountered in the Portland area. 

One of the things PUMA discov
ered was that, while other shelters 
in the Portland area accepted single 
people, the only shelters open for 
homeless families were in 
Portland's United Methodist 
churches. This was not apparent 
before the churches contributed the 
information to publish the catalog. 
"We're trying to get people togeth
er to develop a uniform strategy in 
the area," says Gates. "We feel the 
Urban Academy will help us do 
that. Holy Boldness breaks down 
the boundaries, engages the com
munity, and redefines the church. 
We can't just closet ourselves up 
inside our own halls. Holy 
Boldness breaks us out of the box 
and encourages new ways of think
ing. Holy Boldness is both external 

Bishop Leontine Kelly asked convocation 
participants: "Can God trust us to do what 
he has empowered us to do as shown to us 
through Jesus Christ?" 

and internal. It is not just outreach 
ministry. The internal faith building 
and nurturing mus t be done in 
order for the outreach to work. The 
internal work creates a passion for 
the ministry." 

Kate Lore, pastor of First United 
Methodist Church in Portland, 
Oregon, embodie this pas ion. "I 
have totally dedicated m y life to 
thi kind of minis try," he say . 
"When I walked through the doors 
at the convocation and saw the 
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numbers of people and the diversi
ty-it gave m so much hope, 
knowing that we are all working on 
the ame thing. And it wasn' t just 
the urban worker who attended. 
There were pastor , dis trict super
intendents, and bishop present. 
This opens up whole new possibili
ties-that what we talk about may 
actually happen ." First United 
Methodist Church is one of those in 
the Portland area that provides 
shelter for homeless families 
through its Goose Hollow Family 
Shelter. 

Beyond providing shelter, First 
United Methodist Church of 
Portland is also working on the 
problem of affordable housing in 
Portland . In the last five years, 
church members have seen a big 
change in their shelter clients. They 
used to provide shelter for tran
sient, single people. Now, intact 
families-with one adult working 
full time-are coming to the shelter. 
The working poor cannot afford 
housing in the Portland area. So 
First UMC has joined with other 
churches in an ecumenical effort to 
find solutions to the problem. First 
UMC is exploring ways the 
Oregon-Idaho Conference could 
help build affordable housing and 
is even looking into the possibility 
of building a complex on the 
church property. 

The First UMC congregation has 
declared itself a "Peace Action 
Zone ." Small groups study the 
problem of violence and build 
awareness of it in the congregation, 
finding ways to incorporate peace
ful alternatives to violent behavior 
in daily life. The congregation also 
provides space for a nearby high 
school to conduct a peer mediation 
and conflict-resolution program. 
And First UMC has an annual gun 
tum-in program, encouraging peo
ple not to keep guns at home. 

First UMC took its junior high 
youth group to the San Francisco 

Holy Boldness Convocation. In San 
Fran cisco, they visi ted Glide 
Memorial United Methodis t 
Church. They stayed a week and 
worked a t the Glide Homeless 
Shelter. When they came home, the 
youth were ready to volunteer in 
their own shelter. "They had never 
worked in our shelter before," says 
Lore . "They had to go to San 
Francisco and experience the Glide 
community in order to come back 
and get involved in their own. Well, 
whatever it takes." That's the Holy 
Boldness connection at work. 

Growth Through Mission 
With Holy Boldness as the motiva
tor, churches are reaching across 
state and city lines, contacting one 
another to share successes and 
trials as they work to engage their 
communities in meaningful min
istry. At present, 200 churches and 
agencies have covenanted as Holy 
Boldness partners, but the program 
has a goal to expand to 3000 by the 
next General Conference. As the 
Holy Boldness movement grows, 
its sponsors at the General Board of 
Global Ministries would like to see 
more ecumenical and international 
involvement. Expanding the net
work increases the diversity, the 
resources, and the possibilities of 
finding new ways to minister. 

In the Portland, Oregon
Vancouver, Washington, area where 
PUMA surveyed the mission 
programs of its 45 participating 
congregations, all the categories of 
ministries that they asked about 
involved the church's response to 
unjus t human suffering. A few 

churches returned the survey say
ing they had no con cerns about 
unjust human suffering and did not 
sh are su ch con cern s in church 
meetings. These same churches list
ed basic church survival as their 
main concern. 

That's how cities lose churches. 
There is no church survival without 
mission. 0 

Christie R. House is the associate editor 
of New World Outlook. 

Keynote speakers, Bishop Felton E. May 
of the Washington, DC, Area (top) and 
Bishop Kenneth L. Carder of the Nashville 
Area (above). 

For more information about the Holy Boldness Urban Ministry Plan 
and how your church can become a Holy Boldness covenanting part
ner, contact the Urban Ministries Office at the General Board of Global 
Ministries, 475 Riverside Dr., Room 1551, New York, NY 10115; 
telephone (212) 870-3832. To support Holy Boldness through the 
Advance, give to Holy Boldness, Advance #982858-5. 
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Partnership is a current buzzword in the movement to take Christian 
ministry deep into communities beyond the church walls. What do min
istry partnerships look like in real places? What does it mean for different 
religious groups to w ork closely together? What happens when the church 
has outside partners? New World Outlook asked Elliott Wright to 
investigate grassroots mission partnerships. Here following are his 
reports on two different kinds of collaborations: one in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; the other, in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Keeping Partnership Flexible: 
A Story of Shalom in Eau Claire 
by Elliott Wright 

The Fairfield Arms in 1995 was an 
abandoned,. asbestos-infected, 
bankrupt housing project on the 
edge of Eau Claire-a section of 
Columbia, South Carolina, that had 
once been a separate city. Used as a 
base of operations by unsavory 
characters, including drug dealers, 
the 78 housing units represented a 
creeping trend in what had been a 
stable moderate- to low-income 
area of 28 neighborhoods. 

One night, a group returning from 
a church-sponsored training session 
on community ministry began to 
discuss the Fairfield Arms. "Can't 
we do something about that place?" 
they asked. The question was the 
first step toward the bulldozers that 
would, a few months later, clear the 
property, preparing it for eventual 
development. 

The removal of the blighted hous
ing project resulted from an infor
mal partnership involving the city 
of Columbia, the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), a local community-devel
opment corporation, and a then 
new religious initiative called 
Community of Shalom. 

"In fact, we were coming back 
from a Shalom training session in 

Charleston when we began to dis
cuss the apartments," says the Rev. 
Wiley B. Cooper, pastor of College 
Place United Methodist Church and 
co-chair of the vital Shalom work in 
Eau Claire. "We found out that the 
Fairfield Arms wasn't even inside 
the city limits. So the Columbia City 
Council annexed it and took owner
ship from HUD, which had gotten 
it when a federally assisted private 
developer defaulted. HUD paid to 
clear away the buildings." The Eau 
Claire Community of Shalom 
served as a source of energy and an 
information clearinghouse in the 
Fairfield Arms removal project. 

Partnership as Cornerstone 
A partnership approach came natu
rally to the people discussing the 
apartments. Community collabora
tion is a key principle in the Shalom 
training they were receiving. 

By definition, a community is a 
group of people, usually in the 
same geographical area, conscious 
of their common history, common 
commitments, and common hopes. 
A sense of community is built over 
time and can be eroded by the 
changes that time brings-shifts in 
values, populations, economic 
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conditions, and transportation 
patterns. The rebuilding of commu
nities in social, material, and 
spiritual terms is a pressing need in 
many urban and rural settings 
today. Partnerships are essential for 
this rebuilding to happen. . 

The concept of partnership is 
built into the Shalom movement. 
Community of Shalom-shalom 
means peace and safety-emerged 
in the aftermath of the 1992 Los 
Angeles civil upheavals following 
the acquittal of White police 
officers who had been videotaped 
beating a Black motorist, Rodney 
King . The United Methodist 
General Conference, meeting short
ly after the uprisings, called for the Top: Zea 01 

Above· A . g. 



church to crea t "shalom zones" in 
plac s a t ri sk. Church and 
community partnership became a 
cornerstone of Shalom. 

Shalom partners across the coun
try in 1998 include single churches, 
ecumenical cluster , hospi tal , state 
and private universities, chool 
boards, ci ty governments, federal 
ag ncies, corpora tions, banks, civic 
club , construction companies, and 
individuals from every walk of life. 
Shalom has four emphases: congre
ga tional development, community 
health and wholeness, economic 
d evelopment, and the improve
ment of racial and ethnic relations. 
We is a s trong plural pronoun in 
Shalom language. 

Shalom in Eau Claire 
South Carolina United 

Methodists were among the fir t 
group outside southern California 
to sign onto Shalom. One of five 
Shalom si tes in the state, the Eau 
Claire Community of Shalom start
ed wi th a partnership involving 
two United Methodist congrega
tions-Francis Burns and College 
Place-and other people of faith in 
Eau Claire. Francis Bums UMC i a 

Top: Zea Dora Prevard in front of her home, rebuilt by the Eau Claire Shalom workers in 1996. 
Above: A group of Slza/0111 workers with Zea Dora Prevnrd at her home. 

large African American ch urch of 
800 members drawn from the met
ropolitan area. College Place UMC 
is a much smaller, predominantly 
White church with an enro lled 
membership of 300 and and an 
av rage worship attendance of 
about 115. College Place once had 
1200 members. 

"We have never thought of our
se lves as a denominational pro
gram," says Pa s tor Cooper of 
College Place. "We don't want to be 
jus t United Methodist when it 
come to church involvement." 
One Presbyterian and two Baptist 
churches are also active in Shalom, 
and an Islamic group is a potential 
participant. 

The Eau Claire vicini ty h as 
always been raciall y mixed . 
His torically, it ha s had distinct 
Anglo and African American 
neighborhoods. Today, the popula
tion is 78 to 84 percen t African 
American. Cooper reports a strong 
determination in all racial and cul
tural groups to assure diversity. A 
small Hispanic population is now 
present. This year the first Hispanic 
grocery store will open at a former 
drug-distribution site. 
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Cleanup and Crime Prevention 
Wiley Cooper and others explain that, for about two years, Shalom in Eau 
Claire was propelled primarily by the excitement of doing ministry in a 
new way. "We did not incorporate or go after outside program grants," the 
pastor says. "We thought that might hinder our work. The 'members' of 
the Community of Shalom were and are whoever comes to the monthly 
meetings. We first did things that required little money." 

The earliest efforts were in building a sense of community and enhancing 
the community image; they included community cleanup, crime preven
tion, and youth education. In each of these overlapping concerns, partner
ships were important to success. The Eau Claire Community of Shalom 
helped to revive the College Place Community Council, a neighborhood 
association. Community cleanup included such home repairs as roofing 
and window replacement, often with donated supplies. Some of the win
dows installed came from building renovations at the Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary in Eau Claire. 

Partnership with the police worked in crime prevention. "Community of 
Shalom has made a real difference in Eau Claire," says the Rev. Joe 
Washington, coordinator of Shalom for the South Carolina United 
Methodist Conference. "Much of the drug traffic is gone, houses of prostitu
tion are closed, and the place is a lot better looking." 

Cooper points with pride to the selection of an Eau Claire neighborhood 
as the site of an experimental Koban, a Japanese concept that gives a new 
slant to police-community relations. A Koban is a substation where the 
police officers live upstairs and relate to a community center downstairs. 
"Ours will be the third Koban in Columbia," Cooper says with enthusiasm. 

Partners in Education 
As a once independent city, Eau Claire retains its identity as a defined 
place in North Columbia. It has distinct neighborhoods, a business district, 
public housing, private homes, many churches, and several major institu
tions, such as the Lutheran seminary and Columbia College, a United 
Methodist-related women's college. It also has civic clubs, community 

The abandoned Fairfield Arms housing development was 
demolished, thanks to the Eau Claire Community of Shalom. 
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associations, and public programs. 
All such assets have not been over
looked by Community of Shalom. 

Cooperation is the hallmark of 
educational programs that have 
elementary students tutored by 
high school s tudents who are 
involved in community service. 
Among the organizations part
nered with Community of Shalom 
in such efforts are the Rotary Club, 
Volunteers of America, Hold Out 
the Life Line (a state initiative), and 
the Americorps program of the fed
eral government. Community of 
Shalom has so far had the services 
of two Americorps members 
through an ecumenical network 
linked to the General Board of 
Global Ministries. These members 
of Americorps get small stipends 
for communi ty service. The 
Americorps member in 1998 is 
Andra Green, a graduate of South 
Carolina State University, who 
holds a master's degree from 
Augusta College. 

Eau Claire itself is home to 
Columbia College, a four-year lib
eral arts institution for women 
founded by the South Carolina 
Methodist Conference in 1854. Still 
actively church-related, the school 
has 1300 students, about half of 
whom live on campus. Columbia 
has a strong commitment to its 
immediate community, says Dr. 
Trudi Reed, head of the college's 
Leadership Center. 

The institution sponsors several 
programs that serve the Shalom 
objective of community economic 
development . The Center for 
Women Entrepreneurs at Columbia, 
for example, recently received a 
grant from the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) to improve 
the economic prospects of women, 
including those in Eau Claire. 

The new program helps women 
start and maintain businesses, pro
vides assistance in moving women 
from welfare to work, and works to 
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Dorothy Douglas' house was the first project in Eau Claire rebuilt by 
Shalom workers. She stands in her lush garden in the backyard. 

develop entrepreneurial skills 
among women from childhood to 
adulthood. Dr. Reed and Susan 
Davis, director of the center, point 
with pride to a K-12 educational 
emphasis to equip girls for roles as 
entrepreneurs when they complete 
their education. While many 
aspects of this effort cover all of 
South and North Carolina, the local 
community benefits through pilot 
projects and teacher training done 
in Columbia's own backyard . A 
local United Methodist community 
center, the Bethlehem Center, is 
part of the K-12 project. 

Does Shalom Have Boundaries? 
The Community of Shalom initia
tive in Eau Claire is determined to 
retain its original flexible structure 
and openness to a wide range of 
participants and partners . This, 
however, is no easy task as the con
cept matures and people come and 
go from the Shalom ranks. 

"We are now incorporating some
thing we call 'Shalom Ministries,"' 
Cooper says, "that will have a 

board of directors and a part-time 
director. But this corporation is to 
handle financial, legal, and certain 
program responsibili ties. It does 
not replace Community of Shalom, 
which remains flexible and open." 

The part-time director represents 
a partnership. He is Lee Bolton, 
who is also the staff member in Eau 
Claire for Hold Out the Life Line. 
This is a partnership among the 
South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control, 
Interfaith Community Services, and 
other faith-based groups that work 
to find ways of improving the 
health of families . Through an 
interfaith coalition, Bolton explains, 
caregivers partner with families 
having disabled members. The 
goals of Hold Out the Life Line are 
in accord with the Shalom commit
ment to community health and 
wholeness. 

But just how flexible and open 
can a fai th-based ministry be-in 
terms of the range of religious par
ticipants and the degree of secular 
involvement? 

"Can Community of Shalom 
include the Muslims of Eau 
Claire?" Cooper asks in a rhetorical 
tone. "We have started to talk about 
the theology of inclusiveness 
because we believe the faith base is 
essential to our work. We have 
star ted with Bible study. How 
broad is the biblical understanding 
of welcoming strangers? How seri
ously do we take the statement that 
those who are not against us are for 
us? Peace is shalom in Hebrew and 
salaam in Arabic. The words mean 
the same thing." 

The extent of shalom inclusive
ness in Eau Claire is explored in 
part by community celebrations. A 
well-established community 
Thanksgiving service has been 
expanded in terms of racial and 
religious participation. Community 
awards now include people of dif
ferent lifestyles and cultures. 

Celebration prepares the way for 
new partnerships. When individu
als and groups dare to express their 
beliefs, present their cultures in 
public, and experience the ways of 
others, trust increases. Partnerships 
without trust always fail. 

A new tradition in Eau Claire-
fostered by Shalom-is a regularly 
occurring community walk with 
worship at both start and finish. 
Each celebration begins at some 
appointed place, with prayer and 
singing. Then it moves through 
several of the 28 neighborhoods of 
Eau Claire, picking up new walkers 
as it goes along . It ends at an 
appointed place with more wor
ship and blessings. 

"We don ' t march," Cooper 
explain . "Marching implies 
confrontation. Instead we walk. We 
are neighbors walking together, 
getting to know one another in all 
our differences." 0 

Elliott Wright is a journalist who 
works as a consultant on religion and 
community development. 
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from "Sheep Stealing" 
to Joint Construction: 
The Story of Philadelphia's 
Nueva Esperanza by Elliott wright 

These young people of La Resurrecci6n-Lindley United Methodist Church were 
recently baptized in the church. 

It all started with "sheep s teal
ing"-or the fear of it. 

The reality-or the prospect-of 
pastors' luring away the members 
of other congregations was unset
tling things in the Latino corridor 
of North Philadelphia in the early 
1980s. Could the preachers get 
together and talk about the prob
lem? They could. They did . And 
the meeting launched a remarkable 
partnership-one that has made it 
possible for churches of vastly dif
ferent styles and theologies to say 
"we" for the sake of the wider 
community. 

Nueva Esp ranza ("New Hope") 
is a development corporation that 

demonstrates how churches can 
collaborate in strengthening the 
political, social, economic, medical, 
and spiritual fabric of a communi
ty. "No one had any idea then that 
we could do things together," 
recalls the Rev. Luis Cortes, the 
director of Nueva Esperanza and 
its parent organization, Hispanic 
Clergy of Philadelphia. 

Community Development 
"Community development" is 
usually more systemic than social
service delivery. Its objective is to 
build and rebuild local economies, 
construct affordable housing, 
replace old infrastructures, and 
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create hope within individuals and 
neighborhoods. Partnerships are 
es ential in effective development. 

The Nueva Esperanza partner
ship has come a long way since 
that dialogue on sheep-stealing. In 
the spring of 1998, Nueva was 
sprucing up a camp it had just 
bought outside Philadelphia and 
was also preparing to launch a 
community-owned junior college. 
It has 22 employees working in 
housing, economic enterprises, job 
traiillng, and broadcasting, with a 
core budget of $1.6 million . 
Projects-some of them funded by 
government-are separate . The 
Nueva family of operations 
includes a medical clinic and a 
stock-based construction company. 

"We do through Nueva things we 
could never do alone," says the 
Rev. Rene Perez, co-pastor of La 
Res urrecci6n-Lindley United 
Methodist Church and a board 
member of Hispanic Clergy of 
Philadelphia. "Each congregation 
still has its own neighborhood 
social-service and you th pro
grams," he explained . " But we 
can't do economic development or 
run a camp as a single congrega
tion. We'll be going up to the camp 
soon to help with the cleanup." 

Community development begins 
by identifying the assets a neigh
borhood or region has and using 
those as the building stones. The 
people and the existing institu
tions-including churches-are 
major assets and provide the ener
gy to forge creative partnerships. 
Real community development 
never happens without collabora
tion among spiritual, economic, 
educational, and governmental 
forces. It builds on centuries of reli
gious concern for the physical and 
economic welfare of people and on 
biblical requirement for ju tice 
and service. 
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Hispanic Diversity 
Hispanic Cl rgy of Philadelphia, 
which predates Nueva E peranza, 
ha ome 80 members represent
ing the breadth of Hispanic 
Protestantism. Members are from 
mainline, evangelical, pentecostal, 
and independent churches. The 
ministerial group created Nueva 
Esperanza but it maintains dis
tinct programs of its own. It is 
particularly concerned with pro
viding educational opportunities 
for Hispanic pastors who may have 
limited formal training. Work in 
pastoral counseling is offered 
through Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Perez, who co-pastors La 
Resurrecci6n with his wife Wanda, 
has taken courses at both Eastern 
and Lutheran Theological Seminary. 

Much of Nueva's work centers 
in the South Kensington and 
Norris Park areas where the Latino 
community itself is diverse. While 
the target area-a swath of 
Philadelphia north of downtown
is 85 percent Hispanic, the people 
come from many parts of Latin 
America. The largest group is 
Puerto Rican, with immigrants from 
Colombia and the Dominican 
Republic growing in number. Not 
every involved person lives in the 
immediate area . For example, 
United Methodist Hispznic pastor 
in Lancaster and Reading, 
Pennsylvania, are affiliated with the 
Hispanic Clergy of Philadelphia. 
Nueva Esperanza also reaches 
across the Delaware River to assist 
Hispanic community programs in 
Camden, New Jersey. 

Housing Ministry 
Forty congregations are actively 
engaged in Nueva Esperanza, 
which had its own unusual start. 
"For a long time, Hispanic Clergy 
was primarily involved in com
munity organizing and political 

~ 

Financed by I BANK. NA 

A Project of Nueva E petania \nc 
2 4 t./ ., ' 

Apartments for senior citizens were made possible by loans and grants from public 
and private sources, including most denominations in the Philadelphia area, and by 
the initiative of the 40 congregations of Nueva Esperanza. 

advocacy," says Cortes. "That's 
what we did first. " Then one day 
someone gave the First Spanish 
Baptist Church a run-down five
unit apartment house. What would 
the church do with it? First Spanish 
Baptist took the question to the 
clergy group. 

Could they venture out in a col
laborative housing ministry? 
Would they? The pastors breathed 
deep and said, "Why not?" 

Funds for the renovation of the 
apartment house-which is today 
a set of apartments for enior citi
zens called Nueva Casa-came 
from loans and grants from public 
sources as well as from most 
denominations in the Philadelphia 
area. Then came Hope Village I-a 
dozen new homes, each with three 
bedrooms, one and a half baths, air 

conditioning, and secure parking. 
Each home sold six years ago for 
$35,000, with necessary subsidies 
coming from a city housing pro
gram. Hope Village II-another 12 
homes-went for $38,000 per unit 
in 1997. A third village is in the 
planning stage. Meanwhile, Nueva 
Esperanza renovates and resells 
existing homes and is a partner in 
the conversion of a former hospital 
into 32 large rental units. 

Each housing village is planned 
with the active involvement of 
neighbors. The first two group of 
homes were Spanish-style. The 
third wiil have a colonial look . 
"That's what the community re i
dent want, and we are in close 
touch with the re idents before we 
build anything," says Cortes. "It' 
their neighborhood." 
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• 3 Bedrooms 
• 11/2 Baths 
• Front & Back Yard 
• Individual Off Street Parking 
• Central Air Conditioning 

Pt~·a 11.. ea,r 
324-0746 

New three-bedroom homes for sale for less than $40,000- Nueva Esperanza has opened 
two Hope Villages and is planning a third. 
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A mortgage-counseling program 
has helped 400 families obtain 
home financing through commer-
cial banks. That educational pro-
gram is funded by the city of 
Philadelphia. 

Economic Development 
A 2500-square-foot laundromat on 
Second Street was Nueva's first 
economic-development project. It 
has been an economic success but, 
as Cortes notes, running a laundro-
mat takes a great deal of effort. An 
equal amount of space upstairs is 
rented out to the Philadelphia 
Enterprise Zone, one of the federal-
ly funded attempts to revitalize 
economically marginal areas . A 
worker-owned construction coop-
erative did not turn out as well as 
initially hoped. A second venture 
in construction set up a s tock 
company in which Nueva owns a 
controlling interest. 

Computer and basic office skills 
are taught in a job-training pro-
gram run by Nueva under contract 
with the sta te of Pennsylvania. 
Some 100 students enroll each year. 
To date, the placement rate is an 
unusually high 60 percent. 

WPHE-AM, a Spanish-language 
radio station, does not yet break 
even but is subsidized by the 
churches represented in Hispanic 
Clergy. "This station is important 
to our community for our spiritual 
life as well as for news that will not 
get covered on any other stations," 
says the broadcast manager. 

The ueva-founded health clinic, 
located in a bustling busine s dis-
trict, s truggles to stay afloat, as do 
many community-based medical 
facilities . The public reimburse-
ment rate is low, according to 
Cortes, and the demand grow . 
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"Still," he says, " this is an impor
tant ministry in our community, 
and we will keep it going as long 
as we can." 

Educational Goals 
Now that the Nueva Esperanza 
partnership is well along in learn
ing how to build good, affordable 
housing and start economic 
projects, a new emphasis is on edu
cation- a goal fostered by the radio 
station. The camp obtained in early 
1998 plays a big part in the educa
tional strategy with young people. 
Meanwhile, Cortes and his col
leagues dream even larger dreams. 

"We need a Hispanic community
owned senior high school and 
junior college," Cortes points out. 
"Eight out of ten young Hispanic 
men drop out of high school here. 
We need a place we own and run 
that they and others can come back 
to so they can get a high school 
diploma and two years of college. 
Then they can finish up at Temple, 
at Drexel, or at the University of 
Pennsylvania ." 

A foundation called the Century 
Fund has been set up to foster the 
educational goals. It is the fir s t 
His panic-based found a ti on in 
Pennsylvania . By mid-1998, with 
support from banks, corporations, 
and religious institutions, the fund 
was nearing the place where the 
senior high-junior college could 
break forth from planning to reality. 

How Congregations Benefit 
Rene Pe rez of La Resurrecci6n
Lindley UMC sees Nueva 
Esperanza as a direct benefit to his 
congregation and neighborhood. 
For one thing, he said, a coopera
tive approach to such issu es as 
housing ahd job d evelopment 

" Each congregation 
has its own social
service and youth 

programs. But we can't 
do economic 

development or run 
a camp as a single 

congregation." 
m ean s that individual religious 
institutions are not faced with the 
need to raise money separately for 
such basics of life. He also says that 
participating has helped him and 
other congrega tion members 
develop their leadership skills. "It's 
given us a different perspective on 
ourselves and on others," he says. 

La Resurrecci6n-Lindley Church 
represents a 1992 merger of two 
congregations. Located at Fifth and 
Fisher in the Olney area, the church 
has two language ministries. The 
Spanish-speaking membership is 
around 60; the English, made up of 
Anglos and African Americans, is 
some 15 people. There were only 
25 people total when the Perezes 
were appointed to the church in 
1993. Today, 20 young people take 
part, and youth ministry is a major 
focus. A youth choir, karate classes 
(including a Chris tian message), 
Girl Scouts, basketball, and a drill 
team are open to the community. 

Opportunities for worship and 
for fello wship beyond the local 
congregation are major reasons for 
participation in Hispan ic Clergy 

and N ueva Esperanza, accor.ding 
to the United Methodist lay pastor. 

The Community of Faith 
Perez says he has come to see that 
the links between church and com
munity are broader than internal 
relations within the Hispanic pop
ulation. "The community of fai th is 
bigger than all of us," he says. "At 
Resurrecc i6n-Lindley, we h ave 
taken to heart the suggestion of the 
United Methodist National Plan 
fo r Hisp an ic Min is try to fo rm 
broad 'communities of fai th' in the 
neighborhood. 

"Many, many of our neighbors 
a re Afri can Am erican ," h e 
explains. "We are tryin g to meet 
with them in p rayer, in Bible study, 
and in discussions of community 
issu es . We ge t toge the r as 
Christians and as members of the 
same community." 

Partnerships in mission and min
istry have a way of leading people 
to dream new dreams and to bring 
them into ac tu a lity in the rea l 
world . While collaboration is not 
easy-and has not been easy either 
in N u eva Esp eran za or at La 
Res u r recci6n -Lindley Churc h, 
"doing it together" is a much more 
p roductive mission stra tegy than 
"going it alone." 

Sure, some "sheep " may move 
from pas ture to pasture, and some 
may even g t "stolen." But what a 
difference for a community when 
the shepherds together have built 
some sheepfolds, and many hand 
have hollowed out hared drinking 
pools of living wa ter. 0 

Elliott Wright is a journalist who 
works as a consultant on religion and 
community development. 
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Seeking a Magic Formula for 
Church Growth? Read On ••• 
by Douglas W. Johnson 

"Tell u what to do." 

"How can we grow?" 

"What's the formula we need to 
change direction ?" 

Congregation that are earnestly 
searching for renewal and growth 
often call the Office of Research a t 
the Gen e ra l Board of Globa l 
Ministries (GBGM) with questions 
such as these. 

Many con ultants thrive on such 
questions. They devise s tra tegies 
ca lled " Step s for Grow th " or 

"Here's How I Changed a Church From Dea th to Life," offering w hatever 
formula might seem appropriate or salable at the moment. Such strategies 
might work for specific congrega tions at particular times. But in every situ
ation I've seen, there is no magic formula. 

Yet when hard work, sharpened focus, informed planning, and sheer per
sistence are combined w ith intelligence and crea tive innovation, churches 
can be successfully transformed . Smart church leaders try to find ideas or 
models of programs that might help their churches thrive. But they know 
there are basic steps a church must take long before looking at program 
development. A brief review of some step may be helpful. 

Start With A Mission Statement 
A congregation interested in spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ needs to 
start with a mission or vision statement. The statement should answer these 
questions: What do we intend to do? Why were we formed as a church? 

1996 total population has risen by 16% over 1980. 

1996-2001 total population is up 4%. 

1996 estimate of households is 25% more than 1980. 

1996-2001 households will increase 5%. 
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While each congregation needs to 
formulate its own sta tement, the 
basic reason for a Christian congre
ga tion is this: to win o thers to 
Christ and to provide the nurture, 
fellowship, and disciplined groups 
needed to enable all members-old 
and new-to express God 's love to 
others. 

A mission statement is the stan
d ard or touchstone fo r p rogram 
development. Is sponsoring a day
care center in the church a means 
of accomplish ing the mission or 
merely a means of making money? 
Is feeding people on a regular basis 
a socia l-service task or is i t an 
expression of God 's love to those in 
need? How do we express God 's 
love as we do good works? People 
who do not profess Christ's salva
tion do good works as well. What 
make the church different? 

Median length of residence in 
1996 is I0.9 years. 

1996 median home value is 
$74,083. 

Median home value wiU rise 12% 
between 1996 and 200 I . 
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Once your mission or vision statement is in place, you want to create a 
plan of action. Before you do this, though, you need a careful analysis of 
the service area in which your church plans to witness. Sometimes the ser
vice area is a neighborhood. In other situations, it may be one or more tar
geted groups in a larger community. In still other settings, the service area 
may be quite large, encompassing people who are willing to travel long 
distances and make special commitments to be part of the church. In each 
case, the p eople charged with creating a plan firs t need to measure the 
potential in their area by examining demographic data. 

Suppose congrega tion leaders start a planning process with a general 
intent to minister to young families with children. However, an examina
tion of data for their church's service area reveals that the people living in 
the neighborhood are primarily single adults. Does the church continue to 
insist on its original goal? Or does it reconsider and plan to reach single 
people in the name of Christ? 

Use Updated Research 
The General Board of Global Ministries' Office of Research can assist con
gregations by providing them with up-to-date demographic da ta on their 
surrounding areas. Statistics are available to show the largest age groups in 
the area, the median income level, and the family living arrangem nt , 
with numbers of children and wage earner per hou ehold . 
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Income 
and 

Wealth 

1996 median household income is 
$36,354. $150K+ 

By 2001 household income will grow 
11 % to $40,479 . 

The largest number of households (4 18) 
were in the under $ 15,000 income 
group. 

$75-150K 

$50-75K 

$35-50K 

$25-35K 

$15·25K 

$15K-

Sometimes the research reveals facts about the community that indicate 
clearly why a church may be ineffectual in its ministry. One congregation 
that worked with the GBGM Office of Research was having trouble with 
outreach to its community. It had a daycare program serving an average of 
only six students and a feeding program that was used so little it was 
almost nonexistent. When we looked at the data for the church's communi
ty, it revealed that three-fourths of the residents were single. Few children 
lived in the area, so there was little need for daycare. Further, what looked 
like single-family houses had been divided into apartments. This became 
apparent when one noticed the number of mailboxes attached to each 
house. In addition, the residents were earning more than the city's average 
income, so they didn' t need feeding programs. The church had to make a 
major shift in order to begin ministering to its actual community. 

Another case of mismatched ministry involved a city congregation that 
had found itself to be a White enclave in an increasingly African American 
neighborhood. With a goal of outreach, the White congregation had estab
lished a tutoring program and opened a food pantry. But neither program 
was working. When the church leaders looked at the actual demographic 
data for their area, they discovered that the African Americans in the neigh
borhood belonged to the upper middle class. These residents had no need 
for a food pantry or for free after-school tutoring for their children. 

It is during this review of the kinds of people living in a service area that 
a church learns to adjust its plans. Perceptions of and preconceptions about 
who lives in an area are often incorrect. 

Look Inside and Out 
To create a workable plan, you must carefully examine your facilitie -
inside and outside-in order to be realistic about program development. 
Churches that seek to encourage families with young children to attend 
need space for church-school classes and need attractive nursery facilitie 
with enough cribs tom et the potential demand. Similarly, a congregation 
considering ministry to single people must have a parking place for each 
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anticipated attendee . Programs 
attracting families may bring even 
more cars to the church. 

Thus a plan must pay a much 
a tten ti on to par king and to the 
attractiveness of the building as it 
does to program. A building needs 
to be well lighted inside and out. 
Provide for paved parking place 
close to church entryways. 

Signs are important to direct peo
ple to the various opportunities 
offered by the church. Signs that 
point to office , restrooms, clas -
rooms, the sanctuary, and fellow
ship areas can be po ted in all 
churches. In large church facilitie , 
a directory of activitie can al o be 
displayed at entranceways. 

During a congregation's planning 
process, it may be helpful to get 
idea from various source , includ
ing consultants or books or vi it to 
other churches. All ideas, howe er, 
must be reviewed and te ted for 
viabili ty with regard to the 
church's service area, it facilitie , 
and it program empha i . 
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train d, re our ord red, facilities 
a ign d, me ting time negotia t d, 
and tart-up p riods put into plac . 
Here th hardest work really begins. 

ew programs may take time to 
get going or they may need redir c
tion after a hort period . A plan 
ne d to allow for several months 
of t ting in order for new or 

igned programs to ge t on 
track . Howe er, the testing time 
must have a de ignated end so tha t 
programs which are not working 
can be terminated. 

Each y ar, every program n eds 
evaluation. Al o each year, program 
planners need to review the service 
area to see what changes are taking 
place among possible church atten
ders. Monitoring change is crucial 
to keeping the ch urch on target 
with its vision. As God's world 
continues to change, so must those 
who are trying to reach God's 
people with Christ's message. 

Let God's Spirit Come 
One of the essential ingredient in 
any plan is making certain God's 
spirit pervades everything tha t is 
done . In many churches, growth 
begins when the pastor and leaders 
find renewed faith in Christ. They 
then focus on spiritual development 
as their primary means of church 
growth. And they are astounded 
when God increases the fold. 

For church renewal, there is no 
magic formula . But there are 
processes that will enable churches 
to better proclaim the Gospel mes
sage. God's spirit is the dominant 
element in the growth of any 
church. Start wi th allowing the 
Spirit to come. Then follow a 
process similar to that ou tlined 
above. If you do this, positive 
changes are guaranteed. 0 

Douglas W. Johnson is the director of 
research for the Office of Research, 
General Board· of Global Ministries. 
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Largest racial group in 1996 is White 
with 77% of total population . 

Fastest growing racial group ( 1996-
2001) is Asian with 5.67% per year. 

Hispanics are 1.49% of total popu lation . 
and are growing at a rate of - 1.28% per 
year. 
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Best Buys in Information 
Effective strategies for church growth must be based on detailed, 
accurate, up-to-date community information. For only $216, a con
gregation can obtain a full Church Book, including demographic 
data specific to its area or neighborhood, specially supplied to the 
General Board of Global Ministries by the Claritas Corporation and 
drawn from the US Census, special censuses, and other studies. 

The contents of the tailor-made Church Book include demographic 
trends, lifestyle facts, and religious preferences in the church's area, 
along with a detailed 10-year profile of the church's membership, 
attendance, outreach, giving, and expenses. Church data come from 
the pastor's annual report and are supplied to the GBGM each year 
by the General Council on Finance and Administration. 

After a comprehensive look at the target population in the church's 
area-each population segment being distinguished by income level, 
family type, age group, education, occupation, housing, ethnicity, 
lifestyle, and leisure preferences-the report draws conclusions and 
offers advice about creative program strategies the church might use 
to attract the area's dominant lifestyle groups. The Church Book, in 
loose-leaf notebook form, features color-coded maps, charts, and 
graphs-many of which are also provided as overhead transparen
cies. Each report represents countless hours of legwork, observation, 
research, analysis, and expertise, providing a body of data that no 
church could afford to amass on its own. 

Shorter reports are also available. A basic demographic report, cov
ering 41 variables in 9 pages of data, costs $145. A 3-page church 
report sells for $75, and a 2-page report, including 1 page of church 
information and 1 page of demographic data, is only $20. To order a 
$216 church book or a shorter, less detailed study of your church and 
its neighborhood, write to: Office of Research, General Board of 
Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 300, New York, NY 
10115 or call 212-870-3840. 
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Our Combative Church 
W hat causes you to change your 
mind? 

Let's say you hav a firm belief 
about abortion. Is your conviction 
set in stone, or are there conditions 
under which it might change? 

Or take the resurrection. Could 
you consider the possibility that 
you might think about the resur
rection differently? 

Consider the same ques tions 
with respect to homo exuality, fem
inism, evolution, the v irgin birth, 
welfare, or the u e of marijuana . 
People have changed their minds 
about all these subjects. Few read
ers of this column h ave not 
chan ged their minds on a signifi
cant issue at least once. 

The reason for raising the ques
tion of fixed opinions and changing 
minds is that we seem to have hit 
one of those stretches in church his
tory where people are taking sides. 
Those arguing for one side or the 
other are lined up, and the media 
may give the appearance that the 
positions are absolute. 

We have been down this road 
before. Christians argued over the 
papacy, over the sacram nts, over 
predestination and free will, and 
over slavery. Most of those debates 
have been forgotten. How lamenta
ble to remember that people actual
ly kille d each other over such 
issues. 

What changed people's minds 
about those issues or their impor
tance? Argument didn ' t change 
many minds . So why is all this 
arguing going on? 

Sometimes people argue because 
verbal conflict is jus t their s tyle . 
Others argue n o t to ch an ge the 
minds of opponents but to gain the 
loyalty of the large middle group 
variously known as "moderates" or 
"the undecided. " 

by Charles Cole 

We should deplore the name-call
ing and pos turing employed by 
some arguers. Instead, we need to 
use argument in its best sense-as 
setting forth reasons in a persua
sive way. 

Most people change some a tti
tudes through education. But quite 
a lot are proud of not letting educa
tion affect their fixed minds . 
Remember the pastor who boasted 
about having gone through semi
nary without changing any belief ? 

Direct personal experience can 
sometimes ch a n ge our mind s . 
Apparently, the law abolishing 
racial segrega tion have changed 
a ttitudes-and behavior-among 
Whites, w hose experien ces and 
p erceptions changed when they 
were placed in an integra ted e t
ting . In tha t ense, it is fal e to ay 
tha t we mu t first change heart 
before behavior will change. 

On the other hand, a fixed mind 
will take any experience and force 
it into the limited categorie it 
alr ady has. Thu we get the jokes 
about Ror ch ach tes ts. If we wa nt 
to ee o u r mother ' s h a t in an 
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inkblot resembling the Taj Mahal, 
we will see the ha t. ,: 

Religion, unfortunately, is not a 
grea t changer of minds, either. In 
fact, religion often fo ter conflict 
and dissension. 

Is the si tuation then h op eless? 
Are we consigned to continual con
flict because people are naturally 
rigid? 

The problem is not conflict per se 
but the fac t tha t we tend to read 
and listen to view tha t already 
agree with our own. In the church, 
we tend to avoid people who e 
views conflict with ours. 

In this regard, I would like to ay 
a word for " the other side." Most 
people would probably regard me 
as liberal (excep t o ther liberals, 
who consider me hopelessly tradi
tional) . But some of the be t experi
ences I have ever had in the church 
came through engaging con erva
tives. They forced me to reconsider 
my own preconceived notions . 
They asked questions I don't nor
mally get asked. And they showed 
me that conservative does not nec
essarily mean rigid or monolithic. 

ot many United Methodi t con
gregations are totally con ervative 
or liberal. We ough t to celebrate 
th fact tha t mo t congregations 
have a range of iews on the Bible, 
th ology, and ocial i ue . Th e 
differences are enriching. Wh n we 
gather only with thos like us, we 
impoverish ourselve . 

Few p ople change their con ic
tion dramatically and uddenl . 
Few change a a re ult of aro-um nt 
or e en of rea oning. Mo t change 
their mind low! and d o 
becau e condition ar und th m 
change. 

o you don' t n d to worr ab ut 
changing your mind . Y u ar 
alr ad changit10 it. 
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Introducing the 
New World Outlook 
Web Page 

http://gbgm-umc.org/nwo/ 

What's New This Month 

I March-Aoril Issue I The Spirit of Amistad I 

New World Outlook 
THE MISSION MA&A21NE OF THE UNITID METHODIST CHtJK::H 

Be in mission with the official 
mission magazine of The United 
Methodist Church. New World 
Outlook draws you into the mission 
drama as it unfolds around the 
nation and throughout the world. 
Here, in words and pictures, is the 
Christian story other 
newsmagazines don't tell. 

This address 

will take you 

to New World 

Outlook's Web 

·Page on the 

Internet 

At the top of the 

main page, under 

'-'Whafs New 

This Month," you 

can click on the 

current issue 

Oisted first). 

For earlier issues, 

scroll farther 

down the main 

page. At the top, 

you can also click 

on "The Spirit of 

Amistad" for a 

special online 

article or on 
11 Awards" (with 

May-June Issue) 

for recent awards 

won by New 

World Outlook. 

Oickon 

"'Subscribe today!" 

fora 

subscription blank 

and ordering 

Subscribe today! ~------•••• information. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY I AUGUST 1998 23 



24 

"The Printed 

Magazine" lists 

the current 

year's issues, 

starting 

recent. The 

March-April 

1998 issue is 

illustrated here. 

You can also 

visit an 

"Archive of 

Past Issues" 

from 1997 

and 1996. 

"New World 

Outlook 

Online" - Click 

on the titles in 

color to find 

information not 

in the printed 

magazine-plus 

links to other 

web sites. There 

are also some 

"Complete 

Articles" that 

you can read on 

the web. 

The Printed Magazine 

Read summaries and some complete articles from the current and past issues o 
Outlook. Also these summaries and full articles include links to other resource: 

r enhancing their informational value. 

• March-April Issue New World Outlook takes a look at the global issue 
displaced persons, and worldwide migration. This special issue is design 
with the 1998-99 Ecumenical Mission Study on Refugees and Global 
World Outlook examines the conditions that create refugees, refugees' s 
kinds of actions that United Methodists can take to help these special so 
our world. 

• January-February Issue (also available in plain text format ) 
New World Outlook begins the New Year with a look at church and co 
ministries, the effects of welfare reform, and the progress on rebuilding 
churches that were burned in crimes of hate. Read on as we tackle the is 
many churches within their own neighborhoods today. 

New World Outlook Online 

These are special web pages about timely topics that won't be in the published 
magazine. They include lots oflinks to other web sites too. 

Church World Service: H 

How the New Immi ra · 

Mobilizing for Mission 

Crossin Into Mexico: H 

• The Spirit of Amistad in The United Methodist Church by Darrell Reeck ·ves 
background on how Amistad relates to our mission history and provides 
web sites. 

• Landmines Information and Action Pages feature not only material fr 
World Outlook but extra resources you won't find in the magazine. by Susan Wersan 

Annual Indexes 

These indexes list all of the articles that appeared in New World Out/ 
below. Articles are categorized by title, author, and topic. If an online 
exists, a link is given to it. 

The Duoa family, refit 
come to the United Stat 

aid. 

Copyright © 1998 New World Outlook. A ll photographs are copyright © The General Bo .. --.--------1'
United Methodist Church and courtesy, New World Outlook magazine. Send comments and quesll ons to 
nwo@ghgm-umc.org. 

686M Home 
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Rid ligration "Contents: Refugees and Migration" - Clicking on an 

issue leads you to an issue overview. Click on "Table of 

Contents" for a list such as that shown here. In the list, 

dick on any article whose title appears in color (such as 

"African Refugee Stories"). That will take you to a one

paragraph summary (such as "A Dream Realized," one 

of the African stories, which also has links in color to 

Liberia and UMCOR). If you've chosen "Text and pic

tures" instead of "Text only," you will see one or more 

captioned photos with each summary. To move ahead 

to the next article summary, dick on the title at ''Next." 

To go back to the contents page, dick on "Back" at the 

top left of your screen . 

Yo 

. show you the UNHCR figures 
is art ·oming from--and where they are 
cts. 'hat's your guess for the number 

"Annual Indexes" The 1997 index should be up by the time you get this issue. 

Some index entries have links in color to other entries. For example, the 1997 entry 

for "Bosnia" says "See Europe." Click on the word "Europe" to go to that entry. 

Cote d'Tv · e, miraculously won a lottery visa t· 

The.---... 1------------------------------... ----------------------------------------------~ 

Me 

INDEX TO NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 1997 
N ew Series Vol. LVII No. 3 - Vol. LVIII No. 2; Whole Series Vol. LXXXVII No. 1-

Major subjects of articles are listed in boldface with item s related to major subjects ind 
titles of articles are in italics and authors in roman. 

..-..... - .... Advance, The Ministry to Children in Church Neighborhoods; Way, Ma 
Advance at 50, The; House, Christie R ................ ........ ..... ......... ............ July-Aug. 4 
Advance Turns 50, The-Soon!; House, Christie R .............................. July-Aug. 2 
Celebrate the 50t11 Anniversary of the Advance for Christ and His 

Church; Ball, Barbara, designer ....................... .... ........... ....... ............ July-Aug. 23 
Gallery of Altmiative Gifts for Christmas, A .... .... ........................... Nov.-Dec. 22, 27 
Lave Shines Out in West Virginia; MacDougall, Willia m ....... .......... . July-Aug. 10 
Meeting Jesus in the Here and Now; Meadors, Hannah C. and 

Marshall L. Meadors, Jr .............................................. ...... ................. July-Aug. 30 
Ministry to Children in Church Neighbor/roods (Brazil); 

Way, Marion, and Christie R. House ................ ........ .............. ....... ... July-Aug. 14 
Mission ofTapeporii Revisited, The (Brazil); House, Christie R .......... July-Aug. 18 
Partnership in God's Mission; Wilson, Faye .... ............ ......................... Mar.-Apr. 44 

' ' 

Christie R. House ... ....... ...... ..... .... ..... .............. ....... ........ . 
Missionaries Watch tire Church Grow in Brazil; House, 
Mission of Tapepora Revisited; The; House, Christie R .... . 
Mission Past and Present in Brazil; Graham, Alma ....... .. 
Solidarity Wit/1 tire Knnamari People of the Amazon; Fige 

Ana Claudia, et al.. ........................................................ .. 
Spiritual Engageme11t With the Amazon, A; Vania, Robe 
Taking the Side of Brazil's Indigenous People; Jeffrey, Pa 

Burch, Mark A ........ ............... ...... ... ........ ........... ......... ......... M 
Byers, Shirley .............................................................. ...... .... ... . 
Call to Mission Ministry; Smith, Ward .... ........... ... ................ . 
Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Advance for Christ and 

' ' 
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"The Spirit of 

Amistad" is a 

complete article 

available at the 

New World Outlook 

Web Site. It was 

written especially 

for the web and 

was posted when 

the motion picture 

"Amistad" opened 

in December 1997. 

This article explores 

the connections 

between the 19th 

century slave 

revolt, liberation, 

and repatriation 

and the United 

Methodist mission 

<t- By Danell Reeck 

A New World Outlook Online Article 

ear is 1839. Imagine a revolt by 53 weakened , enslaved African 
tnsshipped around the island of Cuba. Imagine them 
ir well-armed captors and setting sail for Africa--and freedom. If 
3 things, you'll be recreating history. With Steven Spielberg's film 
j on December 12, 1997, you can do more than imagine; you 
modern retelling of an exhilarating liberation story. 

; around the world have a vital connection with the Amistad 
, West Africa, The United Methodist Church in Sierra Leone has 
I members. This modern Sierra Leone Annual Conference has 
al links with the Amistad revolt that took place 158 years ago. 

m in Christ Chapel in Sierra Leone 
'entury Print 

!!b 65,000 bytes) 

' he Story 

)tives below decks wanted only to return to their homes in what is 
1e. After successfully overpowering the crew, they set sail for 
ently, however, they drifted north to Long Island Sound, where they 
y the US Coast Guard. There the foreign slaveholders caught up 
lemanded that the United States return the slaves to a plantation in 

1tely, American abolitionists intervened on behalf of the captives. 
in Sierra Leone. in the name of Christ provided housing and education and helped 

1n widespread publicity while awaiting trial. They also arranged a 
e government appealed the case before the United States 
There, none other than former President John Quincy Adams 

argued the captives' case, pleading for their acquittal and freedom. Subsequently, 
the Supreme Court freed the Amistad captives in 1841 . 

This stunning victory defined the initial spirit of Amistad--setting captives free in 
the spirit of Jesus Christ. 
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Winds of Change Bring Native American 
Church Full Circle by Patricia A. schug 

Just inside th doors of Wilbur 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church, which is in White Swan, 
Washington, hangs a banner that 
says: "Stand up for what is right, 
even if you stand alone." The bold 
message seems to speak of the 
choices-tough choices-this con
gregation has made in recent years, 
and continues to make each day, to 
reclaim its heritage as an American 
Indian church. 

Located on the Yakama Indian 
Reservation1 in eastern Washington 
State, the church was purchased 
from the US government in 1922 by 
the Board of Home Missions and 
Church Extension of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church-now the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
of The United Methodist Church. 
In 1937, it was designated an 
Indian mission church. The general 
church intended it to be a fully inte
grated Indian Methodist congrega
tion. But the community around 
the church began to change. The 
Yakama Indian Reservation began 
attracting outside business interests 
from Anglo communities. Anglos 
bought land from the Yakamas to 
farm. The logging industry also 
came to town, followed by the busi
nesses needed to upport it. And, 
as the community evolved, so did 
the church. Soon what had been an 
Indian church became an Anglo 
congregation that all but shut its 
doors to the ative Americans in 
the community around it. 

Beginning in the 1930s and con
tinuing on even into the 1990s, the 
congregation' attempted to create 

The altar of Wilbur Memorial United Methodist Church in White Swan, Washington, 
reflects the heritage of its Native American members 

programs for the Indian people
not with the Indian people. Racist 
assumptions kept the Anglo 
church's focus from ever being any
thing more than a ministry of chari
ty. Partnership was stymied by old 
attitudes formed by generations of 
di trust between two cultur s. 

But in the past few years-under 
a new, multicultural leadership that 
more accurately reflects the White 
Swan community-the ministry at 
Wilbur Memorial UMC has come 
full circle, back to its roots a a 
Native American church. '1We 1ve 

learned a gr at deal from the 
Native American community," said 
the Rev. Joy McDonald, who is in 
her first appointment serving this 
congregation as a second-career 
pastor. "We1ve discovered how crit
ical the church1s connection is with 
the community. 11 

New Ways of Being in Ministry 
Recognizing this need for the inter
section of church and community 
has spawned a variety of programs 
and created a ho t of new way of 
being in mini try t gether. 
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Daycare participants at the Wilbur UMC play while their teenage parents study. 

"We've found tha t people here 
are most comfortable worshiping 
in their homes in a way similar to 
the old Methodist models of home 
meetings," said McDonald . "We 
also have regular camp meetings 
that draw upwards of 100 people. 

"Because the format of a camp 
meeting is different and less confin
ing, less choreographed than a one
hour Sunday service, we draw far 
m ore p eople to a camp mee ting 
during the week than to services on 
Sunday mornings. That took some 
adj u stment for me," McDon ald 
said . "Pastors are geared for 
Sundays; that's typically when the 
exci tement happens. But h ere, 
we're learning that church happens 
seven days a week, and the most 
exciting elements of church occur 
Monday through Friday." 

One of those ministries, the 
Friday Family Fun Night, draws 
about 50 community children and 
youth and their families. "In White 
Swan, there really isn' t any thing 
for kids to do, no p lace for them to 
hang out," McDonald said. "We 
offer them a safe place-a Shalom 
Zone, if you will-where they can 
wa tch videos or work on craft 
projects and share in a hot meal." 

The church h as re sponded to 
other community needs. Each day, 
in the church 's fellowship hall, at
risk kids-gang members who've 
been expelled from school or 
who've dropped out-meet with 
their teacher, Sid John, to take part 
in the Mt. Adams School District's 
alternative high school. This gives 
the youths a chance to work their 
way back to regular school. 

In 1996, when school-district offi
cials were seeking a facility, they 
hoped for an interim site at best, 
said Pat White, case manager with 
the Mt. Adams School District. No 
one was more surprised than the 
school officials that a church would 
be a good place for the school. "We 
found out that this building was a 
perfect place," she said. Having 
sch ool in church h as a ca lming 
effec t on the kids. There are no 
fights, gang activity, or graffiti. 

"The children come to this build
ing wi th a lo t of respec t," said 
White. "They seem to have more 
control of their actions. Pastor Joy 
presents herself in a way that 
makes students comfortable. It's 
like that old saying: 'You can catch 
more flies wi th honey than with 
vinegar.' That's Pastor Joy." 
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In another wing of the building, 
babies and toddlers play together 
while their teenage parents attend 
high school or the Job Corps facili
ty, working toward a high school 
diploma or a general equivalency 
diploma (GED) . The White Swan 
community has one of the highest 
rate of teen pregnancy in the state. 
This communi ty program-the 
Teen Parent Co-op-allows teen 
parents a new lease on life, not only 
by caring for their children while 
they work toward graduation but 
also in providing them parenting 
classes, adult mentors, and birth 
control. 

Brenda Tatum-Carlson is one of 
the daycare providers and case 
managers for the Co-op. "We see a 
number of girls like Jessica, who 
came to this program as a 16-year
old wi th a 4-month-old son," 
Carlson said. "Jessica couldn' t get 
to school because she couldn't find 
affordable daycare. She came to us 
and finally graduated while work
ing as a teacher 's aide." 

"So many of our kids are prone to 
shor t-term thinking," Carlson 
observed. It's hard for them to see 
the future and the benefits of a 
diploma . But many of them do 
make it. For the first three years of 
their children 's lives, the y are 
provided childcare at the church. 

Church as Community Center 
Almost without intention, the 
Wilbur Memorial Church has 
become a kind of community cen
ter, the pulse of White Swan. In a 
community the size of White Swan 
(population 1500), where poverty is 
high, the overlap between church 
and community has become not 
only a ble sing but a necessity. A 
mi sion church that could easily sit 
back and be "missioned to" has 
cho en instead to lead-with great 
vision and strength. 

"So often churches and agencie 
go into a community to show the 
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numb r of fa mili e le ft th e 
hur h- ke famili who had on

tribu t d ig nifi a nt a mount f 
mone to the chur h o r th ears. 
But in all chang ther i pa in . And, 
in th end, it wa th multi ultural 
leader hip that fre d up th ngr -
ga tion to begin it tran formation. 

ow wi th its communit food 
bank tha t f d be tw en 350 and 
500 p opl ach month, a ommu
nit ga rd en wh r town p opl e 
can grow their own getabl , and 
a neighboring park w h re youth 
an hang out and play oll yball, 

th Wilbur Memoria l United 

Tlze outdoor chapel at Wilbur United Metlwdi t Church. 

Meth di t ongr ga tion has r a t d 
a ital link to a ur rounding m
m.unity on es om d by the church. 

Withstanding the Winds 
ertainly, ra i m i a painful pi 

f thi congr ga tion's his toric fab
ri . Ye t, long befo re th ra ism, 
th r i a n old s to r tha t d mon-
tra tes th p rs v ra nee of the 

Yakama Indians and th ir church. 
Th story b gins with the original 
M thodi t church on the re rva
tion, which wa s built by Nativ 
American p ople in the late 1800 . 
Just b for th building was to b 
dedicated, s trong wind blew it off 
the found a ti on . The community, 
with great de termination, worked 
throu gh o ut th night to se t the 
building back on it founda tion in 
time for a daylong dedica tion eel -
bra tion . It 's this kind of commit
ment that forg d th.is church in its 
beginnings, McDonald aid, and it's 
this ame spirit that will help the 
congrega tion with tand the w ind 
of the future. 

That tory echoe J sus' parable of 
the w ise and foolish builders in 
Luke 6 (Luke 6:46-49 ). " A w 
begin the tr an forma tion [of this 
church] w need to be reminded 
that the founda tion of the church 
must put into practice the Word of 
God," McDonald said. "Is our foun
dation strong enough to withstand 
the winds?" 

Slowly, brick by brick, the Wilbur 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church olidifie its role in the 
community, demon trating in both 
word and deed what it means to be 
the church in today's world. 0 

1Th ouglt Yakima, the city in 
Washington, is spelled with an "i," the 
Yakama tribe is spelled with an "a." 

Patricia Schug, a writer living in 
Seattle, is director of communications 
for the Pacific Northwest Conference of 
Tiie United Methodist Church. 
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"I know that I am blind, but I can 
ee that God is in this place." 
This is how one patient expressed 

appreciation for the United 
Methodist-supported Church 
Health Center in Memphis, 
Tennessee. This pioneering health 
program-providing affordable 
health care, dentistry, optometry, 
pastoral counseling, and health 
education-was launched nearly 11 
years ago with more faith than 
finances . Now it extends medical 
care across the Memphis communi
ty and is studied by others across 
the country. 

In the beginning, there was only a 
two-story, turn-of-the-century 
building located across the street 

by George Tipton Wilson 

from St. John's United Methodist 
Church in Memphis. The building, 
which had housed the Center for 
Southern Folklore, was purchased 
by St. John's in support of the 
dreams of Dr. G. Scott Morris, a 
Virginia visionary with a master's 
degree from Yale and a medical 
degree from Emory. The health 
center Morris envisioned would be, 
he said, "primarily for the working 
poor and homeless. We define the 
working poor as those below the 
poverty line who don't qualify for 
Medicare. In general, they are 
people with minimum-wage jobs, 
such as those who work in daycare 
or a t the car wash or at the 
convenience store." 

Betty Carson is the director of the Church Health Center's walk-in clinic. 
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A Ministry of Healing 
From the outset, Morris wanted "to 
reclaim the biblical and historical 
commitment of the church to care 
for the poor and sick," following 
the example of Jesus in his ministry 
of healing. Morris found an ally in 
the Rev. Frank McRae, senior min
ister at St. John's UMC. A former 
district superintendent, McRae had 
helped set up the Metropolitan 
Interfaith Association, a large 
umbrella organization of church 
social services. 

Not only did McRae embrace 
Morris's concept of medical service, 
he shared the view that many med
ical patients needed counseling. He 
moved quickly to have Morris-
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' ho i al an ordain d Unit d 
M thodi t mini ter- appointed a 
an a ociat pastor at St. John 's 
Unit d Methodi t Church. 

M Rae also approach d a friend, 
the Re . Jimmy Latim r, for aid . 
Latimer i pa tor of the very large, 
ind pend nt, con ervative Central 

hurch in Memphi . Although 
ri Latim r 's con r ative iews and 
c, McRa ' liberal one often diverged 
v sharply, one of Latimer 's Central 
JS Chur h members was seeking an 
ly opportunity to give money to a 

medical healing program. This 
·n re ult d in a $120,000 contribution 
h for a compl te renovation of th 
it building St. John ' s UMC had 
tr bought. 
Ir St. John's members were quickly 

converted to the cause. The first 
committee meeting was conducted 

Ii in the home of longtime member 
Luther and Lucy Underhill. Two of 
the congregation's leading physi
cians, Dr. J. D. Gack) Pigott and Dr. 
Ed Cocke, endorsed the program in 
it infancy. 

Supporters and Volunteers 
There was only a skeleton staff 
when the doors of the Church 
Health Center opened on 
September 1, 1987. But there was a 
cadre of volunteer medical person
nel almost from the outset. "Day 
one," Morris remembers today, "we 
had volunteer doctors. I would go 
out and talk about our program. 
Wherever I would talk to a church, 
if there were doctors there, I would 
tell them what we were doing. I 
had a list of 50 doctors willing to 
volunteer the day we opened." 

Still, the Church Health Center 
needed a relationship with 
Methodist Health Care Systems 
(MHCS)-which is now operator of 
Methodist Central Hospital, the 
largest independent not-for-profit 
hospital in the United States. The 
health and welfare ministries unit 
of MHCS was not enthusiastic . 

Volunteer dentist Rose Whelan . 

There were two major concerns. 
Some of the MHCS staff physicians 
envisioned the Church Health 
Center as competition. There was 
also doubt that the center would 
find enough volunteers to staff its 
primary-care medical practice. 

In the end, Methodist Health Care 
Systems was won over and agreed 
to contribute $100,000. Now MHCS 
has become one of the Church 
Health Center 's leading corporate 
supporters. 

Maurice Elliott, CEO of 
Methodist Health Care, i an enthu
siastic advocate for the center and 
serves on its Founders Council. All 
the city 's hospitals, including 
Baptist Memorial and St. Francis 
(which is Roman Catholic), are now 
major supporters. 

Another important backer of the 
center turned out to be the regional 
children's hospital located in 
Memphis: Le Bonheur. With an 
excellent regional reputation, it has 
a highly successful fundraising 
organization. LeBonheur's CEO, 
Gene Cashman, insisted on a busi
ness plan for the Health Care 

Center and loaned Morris a young 
administrator to help write it. In the 
end, Le Bonheur pledged $15,000 a 
year for 10 years. This pledge pro
vided the center with its first con
tinuing support. 

Another major contribution was 
$100,000 pr vided by the Plough 
Foundation for the Health Care 
Center's first year of operation. 
Initially, Plough Foundation execu
tives had been skeptical. They had 
doubted that doctors would volun
teer to staff a church-based medical 
practice. 

When the Church Health Center 
celebrated its ten th anniversary, 
Morris reflected on the early 
doubts: "Folks candidly told me," 
he said, "'You will never get doc
tors to volunteer. You will never get 
the hospitals to work together. You 
can never raise enough money. Do 
you really think that Baptists and 
United Methodists and Catholics 
and Jews and the Church of Christ 
can work together?'" 

Morris did think so and wa s 
proved right. "Physicians, dentists, 
nurses, and oth r people with good 
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hearts and ag r hands h ave 
stepped forward to make th e 
Church Health Center work," he 
says with sati faction. 

Transforming Lives 
ot only did the center urvive, it 

grew. Last year, th c nter cared for 
20,000 patient -€ach one of whom 
represents a story. 

For example, Ro , a 25-year-old 
woman, suffered from blurred 
vision. She went to an optometrist 
thinking she simply needed glass
es. Instead, he discovered that Rose 
had a very serious disease. Since he 
was a Church Health Center volun
teer, he called Dr. Morris and 
referred Rose to the center. Another 
volunteer optometrist came to the 
center at 7:00 PM to help with Rose's 
tests . By evening's end, Rose had 
been admitted to Baptist Hosp ital 
and was being trea ted by a volun
teer neurologist. 

George is a 35-year-old restaurant 
worker. He came to the center with 
hands that were covered wi th 
lesions . They were in such bad 
shape that he had been forced to 
take a leave of absence from his job. 
Through a staff doctor, Mary Nell 
Ford, George was able to see a der
matology consultant who donated 
medications to help heal his hands. 
Soon he could return to work. 

A 64-year-old man was referred to 
the center by another health-care 
facility because he needed low-cost 
care. He was suffering from hyper
tension and angina and was in dan
ger of a heart attack if his condition 
were not treated and monitored. 

While medica l care, dentistry, 
optometry, and pastoral counseling 
h ave lon g been offered a t the 
Chu rch Hea lth Center, a ttention 
has recently turned to health edu
cation. Now, an outreach program 
ca lled Hope and Healing encour
age the ch urch and the medica l 
profe ion to "embrace each other 
in the healing process" an d to work 
together to promote healthy living. 
This program espouses such activi
tie a the establishment of health 
m in is tries in churches, nutrition 
and fi tness classes, and a resident
training program that teaches new 
p h ysicia n s "h ow to wri te their 
patients a prescription of health." 

Reflecting on his training in both 
medicine and the United Methodist 
ministry, Morris is convinced that 
prayer is important to health. On a 
program on WMC-TV on February 
12, fea turing ministers of various 
denominations, he stated : "Studies 
are being conducted all across the 
country on the power of prayer to 
offer human healing." 

Sharing the Spirit 
Jean Cam p bell, d irec tor of the 
Church Health Center, recalls how 
she ca ught the spirit. "When Dr. 
Morris told you about his dream," 
she said, "you felt called to help in 
w hatever way you could. Those 
who sh ared this spi rit bu ilt the 

Church Health Center-first in one 
buildin g w ith a s taff of five and 
now in five buildings with a staff of 
55. They built a medical home for 
more than 20,000 people. And each 
could say, as one of our founding 
board members did : 'I believe this 
is the mos t im portan t thing I've 
ever been involved in."' 

Recently the Church H ea lth 
Center hosted a conference on how 
other health agencies might emu-
late its work. Medical administra-
tors from Dallas, Texas; Ch icago, 
Illinois; Kalamazoo, Michigan; and 
Englewood, Colorado, attended the 
event. The first lesson to be learned, 
Morris told the 65 attendees, is that 
the church must be involved along 
wi th the med ical p rofession ."We 
are not just a health clinic for the 
poor," he said. "We view ourselves lunlet 

as a ministry of faith." The second 
lesson, he emphasized, is to under-
stand that much can be done, even , e hir 
if it seems daunting to recreate the doc 
Church Health Center today. "We babl) 
tell others that it is only important s the 
that they start. They can take all or gard 
only part of our program." yea 

Leroy Bogard, a 56-yea r-old 
gospel singer, was a fea tured per· verini 
former at the conference. In 1993, houg 
Bogard went to the Church Health Chu 
Center for a grow th in his left de in 
lymph n od e . Cente r d oc tors t oft 
removed the malignant growth and 

cente 
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A 35-year-old Laotian man had 
been in Memphis six months with 
his wife and two children af ter 
spending four yea rs in a refugee 
camp in Thailand . Though h e 
spoke several languages and had 
been a teacher in Laos , he had 
found work only as a jan itor. 
Through counseling, the cen ter 
helped him find a better job. 

Members of the Hope and Healing aerobics class. 
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A volunteer doctor talks with a patient at the Church Health Center. 

gave him 37 radiation treatments. 
His doctors told him he would 
probably never sing again. But he 
was there to perform with the 
Bogard Brothers that he formed 
three years ago. 

Covering the Costs 
Although no one is turned away, 
the Church Health Center takes 
pride in the fact that patients pay 
part of the costs. Patient visits are 
estimated as costing $45 each. The 
patient actually pays between $10 
rnd $20, depending on family 
income. 

The volunteer staff of the Church 
Health Center includes 400 physi
cians, 65 dentists, 100 nurses, and 
. undreds of nonprofessionals. The 
annual budget has risen to $3 mil
.ion. In fact, the cost of operating 
:he center runs $2000 a day above 
:he patient revenues. Individuals 
:ind organ.izations who contribute 
2000 are listed as donors of the 
ift of the Day. Among those listed 
re Evergreen Presbyterian Church, 
~ermantown United Methodist 

Church, Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church, Lindenwood Christian 
Church, Olivet Baptist Church, 
Mid-South Medical Group 
Management Association, Federal 
Express Corporation , and R. 
Molitor Ford (owner of banks in 
Memphis and Paris, Tennessee). 

Four years ago, the center added 
a walk-in clin.ic for those needing 
immediate treatment but having no 
health-care insurance or regular 
physician. More recently, the center 
introduced the Memphis Plan for 
workers who earn $7.50 or less an 
hour and work at least 20 hours a 
week. Often these employees can
not afford private insurance and are 
not eligible for the Tennessee state 
medical program. Even a minor ill
nes could create financial disaster. 
Employer participation is required 
except for the self-employed . 

Among the benefit for employ
ees under the Memphis Plan are 
sick care and checkup for only $5 a 
visit, dental care for $15 to $30 a 
visit, laboratory and diagnostic test
ing, and hospitalization. 

Many honors have been 
bestowed on Morris and the 
Church Health Center. A few years 
ago, the Carter Center in Atlanta 
held a conference of national 
church leaders on the role of the 
church in he lth care. Organ.izers 
chose the Church Health Center of 
Memphis as having the program 
best fitted for their d iscussion. 
Among the speakers were former 
President Jimmy Carter and former 
Surgeon General Everett C. Koop. 

Morris is pleased with all the out
side attention the Church Health 
Center receives. He feels the pebble 
he tossed into the pool in midtown 
Memphis is ca using ripples in 
other Christian communities and 
that, someday, the program he 
started will no longer be unique. 
That is what he has wanted since 
he came to Memphi and found a 
receptive congregation at St. Jolu1's 
Un.ited Methodist Church. 0 

George T. Wilson is a freelnnce writer 
from Memphis, Tennes ee. 
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MISSION CENTER IN CAMBODIA 
Excerpted from a May 4, 1998, UMCOM news release by Linda Bloom 

The United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries is spending $350,000 on a mission center 
in Cambodia's capital, Phnom Penh-$250,000 to purchase a "very versatile" property on a main 
thoroughfare, according to the Rev. ST Kimbrough, Jr., Associate General Secretary for Mission 
Evangelism, and $100,000 provided by the Women's Division for renovation and related expenses. 
The center will be used by several Methodist groups working in Cambodia, reflecting the coopera
tive relationship there among United Methodists from the United States, France, and Switzerland and 
Methodists from Korea and Singapore. 

The United Methodist Mission Center will focus on services for women, children, and youth. Two 
major areas of emphasis will be community-based health care and training in small business and 
agriculture. An outreach ministry will address the widespread problem of AIDS. Plans also call for 
prenatal care, training in hygiene and sanitation, prevention counseling and treatment referral for 
cervical cancer, and health care for Phnom Penh's street children. 

A girl cleans fish outside her home, Takadol, in Kandol Province, Cambodia. 

The Cambodia Initiative 

On a hot September night in 1992, I 
received a phone call informing me 
that a militia had walked into the 
home of the pastor of the Phum 
Phnov church in Cambodia and 
had murdered him. Pastor Soun 
Oach had s tarted the church in 
1991 near the quaint town of Svey 
Rieng, Cambodia, on the border 
with Vietnam. The area is very poor 
agriculturally, making the growing 
of crops nearly impossible. Church 
World Service had started a seed
germination project to find higher
yield strains. But the church had 
prospered. It had a feeding pro
gram and a growing attendance. 

At the time the murder was com
mitted, the Rev. San Yorn of 
Modesto, California-a member of 
the US Cambodian Caucus of The 
United Methodist Church-was en 
route to Cambodia . He rushed to 
Svey Rieng, where the church 
asked him to conduct the funeral. 

Who murdered Pastor Oach? 
Both the Khmer Rouge1 and other 

by Ronald D. Tompkins 

forces in and out of the Cambodian 
government have used violence to 
create fear and to destabilize and 
threaten communities. Landmines 
have been used in the same way. 
The Oach assassination took place 
only a year before United Nations
sponsored elections. 

Our fears in the United States 
were that this fragile instrument of 
hope-the elections-would be 
undermined or destroyed by acts 
of violence. There are fewer than 10 
Cambodian American United 
Methodist churches in the United 
States. Resources that would enable 
us to remain faithful to our part
ners in Cambodia were very small. 

A New Leader 
However, we had not counted on 
the power of God and the faithful
ness of Pastor Oach's son-in-law, 
Sok Savandee. At his father-in
law's funeral, Savandee agreed to 
take over leadership of the church. 
I had to wonder if Savandee would 
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be up to the task of pas toring in an 
atmo phere f iolen e. 

ince several religious denomina
tion were actively competing for 
members in Cambodia 's capital, 
Phnom Penh, the US Cambodian 
Caucus cho e to d evelop church 
relationships in two remote areas 
instead. In 1991 and 1992, we had 
contacts with Christians in the far 
ea s t of Cambodia who were in 
extreme hunger and with others in 
the far west of Cambodia who were 

{)' 
oc in e treme danger. While the dis-

tances aero Cambodia are not 
great, the cost of air travel and the 
collapse of bridges, roads, and 
communications made me under-

- stand why most denominations 
preferred the capital. Work in the 
east would now depend upon the 
faith and wisdom of Savandee. 

Six years later, I judge Savandee's 
abilities to rank with those of 
Francis Asbury [the first Methodist 
bishop in America] and Phoebe 
Palmer [a nineteenth-century evan
gelist] . Phum Phnov Methodist 
Church has become a partner 
church with Centenary United 
Methodi t Church of Modesto, 
California. Together, they have put 
up a permanent church structure, 
continued food distributions, and 
started a Sunday school and a 
tutoring program. The Phum 
Phnov church grew and grew and 
established two branches that are 
now trying to construct their own 
buildings. In 1995, Savandee start
ed to attend Phnom Penh Bible 
School during the week. He has 
endured a difficult four-hour ride 
home every weekend to preach and 
do pastoral work. In early July, he 
graduate with honor. 

A Partnership Network 
The partnership network linking 
several US churches with 
Cambodian churche has slowly 
expanded. Central United 
Methodis t Church of Stockton, 

A Buddhist temple in Phnom Penh. 

California, had long been home to 
a Cambodian American congrega
tion. This congregation forged a 
relationship with the church in Tek 
Th.la, a settlement near Sisophon in 
western Cambodia. Because of the 
proximity of Khmer Rouge forces, 
tiny Tek Th.la was a battlefield and 
our members paid the cost of war 
with the price of lives. I went to 
one home with seven children 
where the father had been killed six 
months previously in an attack. 
United Methodists were literally 
standing as partner and witnesses 
to God's power in one of the most 
dangerous hamlets on earth . 
Glenwood United Methodist 
Church of Columbus, Ohio, raced 
to support the church at Psa Dem 
Koh a couple of miles away. 

Community United Methodist 
Church of Jackson Heights in New 
York City has weekly services in 

• ,. 

four languages and draws people 
from 60 na ·ional backgrounds. 
Oddly enough, I am the only per
son in the church with Cambodian 
connections. But the Spanish min
istry felt the call of God and led the 
whole church into partnership 
with the Siem Reap Methodist 
Church in northwest Cambodia 
near Angkor Wat, one of the archi
tectural wonders of the world. 

Starting in 1995, we became 
aware that, in addition to US, 
Swiss, and French-sponsored 
United Methodist churches, other 
Methodist churches were spring
ing up in Cambodia that were 
related to the Methodist Church in 
Singapore, the Korean Methodi t 
Church, the Wesleyan Church of 
Cambodia, and the Malaysian 
Methodist Church. A mi sionar 
from Korea moved to Cambodia 
started to learn Khmer-which i ' 
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A girl sells birds outside a Buddhist temple in Phnom Penh. The birds will be released as 
part of a ritual. About 95 percent of Cambodia 's people are Buddhist. 

Cambodia's official language-and 
began to teach at the Bible School. 

While the United Methodist net
work was growing larger, there 
were still critical gaps because no 
missionaries were on hand to offer 
support. In August 1995, passing 
soldiers beat and almost murdered 
Lun Sophy, the pastor at Siem Reap 
church. He was sleeping in the 
church when soldiers came to loot 
nearby homes for money. He is a 
single person and we had no one to 
send to assist him. In God's grace, 
Country Network-a parachurch 
agency based in Hong Kong, with 
volunteer support staff from sever
al nations-stepped in and sent one 
of their missionaries on our behalf. 

We feared that Lun Sophy might 
leave and there would be no 
replacement. But Sophy drew on 

power from God that we could not 
see . Although it took him six 
months to recover physically, he 
went on to build the church and to 
chair the Provincial Ecumenical 
Pastors Group. In 1997, he received 
a scholarship from the General 
Board of Global Ministries to study 
at Trinity Theological College in 
Singapore. We expect that he will 
be a leader both in Methodism and 
in the wider Christian world. 

Sophy's departure for seminary 
left the Siem Reap church in 
jeopardy. The civil war of 1997 cut 
connections to the church for sever
al months. 

To help out for a surruner in west
ern Cambodia at the church in 0 
Andaung, we hired an intern, Soly. 
When he was about 7 miles from 
his destination, the truck in which 
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he was riding was ambushed and 
the driver was shot and killed as 
Soly sat beside him. The Khmer 
Rouge then trashed the church at 0 
Andaung and threw Bibles and 
hymnals into the river. The 0 
Andaung church could not survive 
this and we could not help. ar 

Phnom Sampou-a suburb of hE 

Battambang with a house church- I an 
collapsed in March 1995 as mem- he 
bers of the Khmer Rouge drove 
north from Pailin into Battambang, 
burning 200 homes as they went. 
Yet the lost churches in 0 Andaung 
and Phnom Sampou were not fail
ures. In their brief existence, they 
brought hope and spread the good 
news of salvation. 

Missionaries in Cambodia 
Today, the United Methodist part
ner churches in Cambodia are sup
ported by four missionaries who 
were sent there in January 1998: the 
Rev. Joseph Chhleav Chan, Marilyn 
Sovann Chan, and Pitou and Sally 
Lao. Two additional missionaries 
have been sent by the Swiss Board 
of Missions. All six missionaries 
were born in Cambodia and have 
traveled there repeatedly. In an ear
lier age, the church would have 
sent American or European mis
sionaries who would have had to ei 
learn the Khmer language and to I ead 
slowly get used to the culture. arl 
Instead, we have sent people who or f 
were able to be in ministry within O 
hours of their arrival. These mis- as1 
sionaries have already established a eac 
communications network linking •or 
the 14 US United Methodist-related 
churches and the 7 Swiss and 
French United Methodist-related 
churches in Cambodia. 

The Rev. Chhleav Chan was presi
dent of the US Cambodian Caucus 
before leaving for C~od~a. Bo~ I 
in a northern Cambodian village JJl 

a laborer 's family, he got into gov- I or; 
emment before the Khmer Rouge ati 
became act ive and he then won etu 
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scholarships to North Korea and 
Yugoslavia. Becoming a Chris tian 
in the United States, he formed a 
partnership with a fr iend , San 
Vom. Together they went to semi
nary, where they sought a denomi
nation that wa s inte res ted in 
Cambodia . That search ended 
when they discovered how many 
Cambodians had been resettled by 
the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief. They w ere a lso 
impressed by the openness of the 
United Methodis t church es in 
Stockton and Modesto, California. 
Chan is widely respected by the 
pas tors of all the d ifferent 
Methodis t groups in Cambodia. 
This gives me some hope that, one 
day, there will be one Methodist 
church of Cambodia. 

The Pastors School 
Under the leadership of the United 
Methodist General Board of Global 
Ministries, the first officially orga
nized pastors school in Cambodia 
was held February 16-27, 1998, in 
Phnom Penh . Th e Wesleya n , 
United Methodis t, Ko rean 
Methodis t, and Sin ga p ore 
Methodist churches- w hich are 
currently working in Cambodia, 
with 61 congregations in all-sent 
their pastors and some of their lay 
leaders to the school. Of these, 84 
participants received certifica tes 
for faithful attendance. 

During the two weeks that the 
pastors, lay leaders, and mission 
leaders lived, s tudied , a te, and 
worshiped together, they go t to 
know one another for the first time. 
It seemed to those of u s a t the 
meeting that God was asking 
Methodists, where possible, to be 
one church . Son g leaders and 
instrumentalists made our worship 
and fellowship seem like som e
thing we had been doing together 
for a hundred years. The rep resen
tatives of m os t agenc ies h ave 
returned to ~eir sending churches 

Construction of a new mission residence for the Swiss 
United Methodist Church mission in Cambodia. 

to ask if we can work toward one 
Methodist church in Cambodia. 

Prayer versus Violence 
An other Cambod ia n elec tion is 
coming in July and people through
out the co untry are ten se . In 
Februa ry, Th e Phnom Penh Post 
rep orted political murders in vil
lages ever y week. Th e New York 
Times reports that these murders 
average two p er week, w ith 90 
leaders or poll workers having been 
killed since July 1997. 

Violence has had many causes in 
this nation, which became a battle
field during the Vietnam War (1954-
1975).2 Thousands of farmers and 
villagers were killed during those 
war years. Even the million land
mines, which still lie in wait for the 
unwar y, cam e fro m th e Un ited 
States and China. And violence is 
now a tool of those a ttemp ting to 
rule. 

Our part in Cambodia ' future is 
carried out thro ugh p ra yer and 
ad vocacy so th a t the wa tching 
world will not lose sight of a single 
life . Some of us have rela tives in 
Cambodia and grieve w hen those 

we love are denied their righ t to 
express their fai th . As a father of 
Cam bodian fos ter sons, I feel 
blessed to work for a church that 
cares abou t the life-and -death 
issues that grip our family. 

The Cambodia Initiative is the 
United Methodist contribution to a 
new day in Cambod ia-a day of 
the Lord's favor in which we pray 
that the oppressed will go free, the 
sick will be healed, and the sorrow
ing will be made glad. 0 

The Rev. Dr. Ronald 0. Tompkins is 
senior pas tor of Community Un ited 
Methodist Church in Jackson Heights, 
New York. 

1 The Khmer Rouge is the Co111111u11ist 
guerrilla group responsible for the deaths of 
more than a million Cambodians in the 
1970s. 

2 Charging that North Vietnam had troops 
and military supplies in Cambodia, the 
Un ited States-supporting South 
Vietna111-bo111 bed Co1 11 11111nist targets i11 
Cam bodia fro m 1969 to 1973. US and 
South Vie tna111rse troops also fought there, 
opposing the Com mu nist forces of North 
Vietnam, which were supported by China 
and the Soviet Un ion. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY I AU UST 1998 37 



I 

I 

i I 
i 

I 

·I 

38 

Stop ttunger tlow 
by Ray A. Buchanan 

In September 1997, I had to make 
one of the most difficult decisions 
of m y life. I was faced with the 
choice of following m y dream
and once again stepping out in 
faith to do what I felt was a calling 
of the Holy Spirit-or continuing 
with business as usual. 

What made the decision so diffi
cult was that business as usual was 
being the codirector of the Society 
of St. Andrew, a ministry which I 
helped found in 1979. Walking 
away from an organization after 18 
years is never easy. For me, it was 
especially difficult. 

The vision of the Society of St. 
Andrew had been the focus of my 
ministry and mission for almost 
two decades. My partner, the Rev. 
Ken Home, and I had been togeth
er even longer than that. But in 

September, I made the decision to 
leave the Society of St. Andrew. I 
had to leave if I were to remain 
faithful. 

An International Focus 
Although the Society of St. Andrew 
has always focused on meeting the 
needs of the poor and hungry 
within the United States, we were 
also engaged in a limited amount 
of international ministry. I was 
always responsible for that portion 
of the work. 

During 1996 and 1997, the inter
national work of the Society of St. 
Andrew began to grow. We were 
concentrating on the crisis in Sierra 
Leone, but there were opportuni
ties to do direct relief in other areas 
as well. The society also began to 
coordinate supplies of medicine for 

Honduran children near Tegucigalpa, where Stop Hunger Now has shipped emergency 
food rations. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY I AUGUST 1998 

Volunteer-in-Mission teams to 
carry on their international trips. 

This was, of course, a blessing. 
But at the same time, it was creat
ing potential difficulties for the 
Society of St. Andrew. As my focus 
shifted slowly but s teadily into 
international ministry, it was 
apparen t there would be gaps in 
the domestic responsibilities I 
needed to cover. There was also the 
very real issue of funding. 

The Society of St. Andrew's focus 
has a lways been domestic . As I 
began requesting more funding for 
our international work, there was a 
question of the effect this would 
have on funding for the "regular 
work" in the United States that 
already strained the budget. 

All these issues came into focus 
late in the summer of 1997. The 
Socie ty of St. Andrew was asked 
by three different groups to assist 
with international direct food 
relief . The or th Carolina 
Conference requested dehydrated 
pot a toes for Project Agape in 
Armenia. The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
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A mother and child in Nicaragua. 

agreed to hip a load of dehydrat
ed potatoe to Liberia . And, finally, 
th Southern Baptist Men in Texa 
offer d to provide the freight cost 
for hipping a container of rice to 

orth Korea if the Society of St. 
Andrew could provide the rice. 

In order to take advantage of 
the e opportunities, the society 
had to come up with more than 

25,000 for the purchase of food . 
ince there was no money in the 

budget for international relief 
effort , this wa money that had to 
be rai ed outside our regular bud
get. The task naturally fell to me. 

Then I remembered that one of 
the Society of St. Andrew's donors, 
John Hewitt, had come to us five 
year earlier with a deep desire to 
feed the starving of the world. His 
goal wa to help those in the mo t 
de perate need in countries out-
ide the United States. 

I called John and et up a meet
ing. I had no idea at the time how 
that meeting would impact my life 
and ministry. 

Since we had met only once 
before when John originally visited 
the office, we spent some time 
before our lunch arrived get ting 
reacquainted. During that part of 
our conversation, John asked me a 
very pointed ques tion : "If you 
could do anything in the world, 
what would you do?" 

My response was to say some
thing like: "Feed hungry people." 

But that answer wasn't good 
enough for John. He pressed me. 
He wanted a more explicit answer. 
So, after moment or two, I said: 
"What I would really like to do is 
go to crisis areas around the world 
and assess the needs of the poor 
and hungry. Then I would like to 
come back to the United States 

and, within only a week or o, have 
the food getting to those in the 
gr a test ne d ." 

John' response was irnmediat : 
"That's always been my dream, as 
well-but with one exception . I 
would wan t you to take the check
book with you ." 

We talked for a few minutes 
about how a plan that cut through 
red tape could speed up aid to the 
hungry. Then we moved on to the 
original purpose of our meeting. 

John generously agreed to fund 
the three containers of food for the 
hungry in Armenia, Liberia, and 
North Korea. I was pleased that the 
food would reach those in need 
and felt we had a highly successful 
meeting. It was far more successful 
than I could begin to imagine. 

As we were parting, John paused. 
Leaning over the top of his car, he 
said: "Let's see if we can't make 
our dreams come true." 

A New Organization 
Four days later, I received a phone 
call from John Hewitt. He wanted 
to set up a meeting at the Society of 
St. Andrew's office in Big Island, 
Virginia, to fo llow up on our 
lunchtime discussion. He was even 
planning to fly the new director of 
the Hewitt Foundation down from 

ew York for his input. 
After a very fruitful meeting

which was followed by proposals, 
counterproposals, and revised 
counterproposals-a new organi
zation was born. Stop Hunger ow 
was founded and was subsequent
ly incorporated as a separate entity 
from the Society of St. Andrew. 

The Hewitt Foundation is provid
ing half a million dollars every two 
years as a start-up fund. The foun
dation is also responsible for secur
ing significant additional funding 
from other foundations . I have 
been chosen as the director of Stop 
Hunger Now, my role being to pro
vide leadership and the benefit of 
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long exp erience in working with 
and for the hungry. 

Stop Hunger Now is an interna
tion al direc t-re lief organization 
that provides emergency food . Our 
goal is to work in crisis area s 
around the globe to provide direct 
food relief to those in the most des
perate need. We will al o work in 
areas of chronic hunger and mal
nutrition, but only in providing 
food and some medical supplies. 

Development efforts and advoca
cy with and on behalf of the hun
gry are outside our mandate. But 
we work with other agencies that 
do advocacy and development. 
This ensures a holistic approach to 
the problems and needs while 
allowing the agencies involved to 
specialize-each doing what it 
does best. 

Strength in Partnering 
Stop Hunger Now is also not an 
implementing agency. Our goal is 
not to go into crisis areas and set 
up our own infrastructure. We do 
not have time for that. 

Instead, our methodology is to 
assess the needs and then discover 
what organization, agency, group, 
or coalition is already in place 
doing the most effective job of get
ting food to those most in need. We 
will then become a food supplier 
for that group. Our strength is in 

Ray Buchanan meets with the Rev. Moise 
Isidore of the Haitian United Methodist 
Church. 

Children in Honduras. 

partnering with other organiza
tions-leveraging the gifts and 
contributions each organization 
receives to provide far more min
is try for the same amount of 
money. It doesn't matter who gets 
the credit. What is essential is that 
the hungry get fed. 

Stop Hunger Now officially 
opened its doors in January 1998. 
We are already working in s ix 
countries on four continents, part
nering with over a dozen separate 
and diverse organizations to chan
nel food and medical supplies to 
areas of need. 

Two million servings of high-pro
tein soup mix are being distributed 
to the s tarving of Nor th Korea 
through Amigos Internationales. 
Almost a million servings of soup 
mix are going to the Me thodist 
Church of Haiti for the feeding of 
malnourished school children. This 
load, shipped by UMCOR, was 
arranged by the Michigan Area 
Task Force on Haiti (a combined 
ministry of the Detroit and West 
Michigan Conferences) . 

Stop Hunger Now has teamed up 
with Heritage United Methodist 
Church (Lynchburg, Virginia) , 
Medical Exess (sic), the Armenian 
Health Alliance, and the United 
Armenian Fund to provide more 
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than $85,000 worth of medical sup- tru1 
plies and equipment for a hospital • it~ 
in Yerevan, Armenia . We are also 
working with and providing aid to 
groups feeding the hungry in idi 
Sierra Leone, Nicaragua, and uda 
Honduras. f ~ 

Need For Support 
We need the help of concerned 
people and congregations. 
Knowing the power of prayer, we 
earnestly solicit prayer support. 
There is no lack of food in the 
world; it is simply not fairly and 
justly distributed. As followers of 
Christ, we need to pray that justice 
will be done for all and that our 
hungry sisters and brothers will 
have their needs met. 

We also need congregations to 
spread the word . Stop Hunger 
Now is only one piece put in place 
to solve the puzzle of helping the 
hungry. But we are a critical piece. 
We are already making a differ
ence . As more people find out 
about what needs to be done, we 
will be able to do even more. 

In addition, Stop Hunger Now 
needs financial support . I am 
alway s amazed at how many 
groups we hav e seen that are 
struggling to minister to the hun
gry with almost no resources. 
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Th are opportunities wh re a 
mall c:imount of aid translat into 

pend with the poor, I am always 
truck by the beauty of the chil

dr n and especially th ir joy, even 
when hungry and malnouri hed . 
Likewi e, I am always moved by 
the dedication and commitment of 
th local agencies, individual , and 
religiou organizations that are 
struggling to make a difference
wi thou t even the most basic 
resourc . 

Dona Fanny Silva is a 72-year-old 
widow who lives in Barrio San 
Juda , one of the worst slum areas 
of Managua, icaragua . She 
spend her days begging in the 
treet and mercados [markets] of 

Managua. But she isn' t begging for 
her elf. 

Dona Fanny has gathered 50 
orphans off the streets of Barrio 
San Judas . Some are deaf and 
mute . Others are physically 
impaired in other ways. All were 
abandoned to fend for themselves. 

ow Dona Fanny provides a home 
for them. They sleep on the floor. 
They have no beds-not even pads 
or blankets. But at least they have 
helter and someone who loves 

them. 
Dona Fanny spends the greater 

part of every day begging for food 
for "her family." What she finds is 
barely enough to ke p everyone 
alive. For the past several months, 
he ha been getting the grease 

that is thrown out by a commercial 
chicken-frying business . That, 
along with the chicken skins, has 
provided most of the food for the 
orphans in her care. She has no 
money. She receives no support. 

Community-based health cnre at work. 

She just has a big heart and a deter
mination to keep "her children" off 
the streets. 

I asked her what her biggest need 
was. Her respons was simple. She 
needed nutritious food for the chil
dren . And she needed the gate 
repaired to keep the thieves out of 
the compound (a week earlier 
thieves had stolen half the group's 
plastic dishes). 

Repairing the gate will cost less 
than $500. Providing nutritious 
food will cost about $350 a month. 
For less than $5000, the lives of 
Dona Fanny and her family can be 
transformed for a year. 

When the disciple pointed out 
the hunger of the crowd of people 
who had gathered to hear Jesus 
teach in a deserted place, Jesus 
responded: "You give them some
thing to eat." (Mark 6:37) That 
clear mandate has not changed for 
those of us who follow Christ. 
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Faithfulness demands that, as 
Christians, we do our utmost to 
provide food for the hungry. 

Of course, more has to be done. 
The poor and hungry must have 
advocates . They need to have 
opportunities to learn and to be 
given training and assistance in 
economic development. 

But before development efforts, 
before advocacy, there has to be 
food. The hungry have to be fed. 
John Wesley told the early 
Methodists: "Go to those who need 
you, and go to those who need you 
most." That is exactly what Stop 
Hunger ow intends to do. 

For more information about Stop 
Hunger ow, please call 1-888-501-
8440 or write to SHN, P.O. Box 493, 
Bedford, VA 24523. 0 

Roy A. Buchanan, a United Methodist 
minister, is director of the independent 
agency Stop Hunger Now. 
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MISSION MEMO 
1000-Church Campaign for Northern Ireland 
Peace relations are fragile in Northern Ireland says 
Gary Mason, pastor of the Springfield Road 
Methodist Church in Belfast. Mason met with execu
tives of the General Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM) in New York in March. He is involved in a 
unique ministry that brings together Catholics and 
Protestants in Northern Ireland. The Forth Spring 
Community Centre, housed in the church, is on the 
"peace line" that divides the Catholic and Protestant 
neighborhoods in west Belfast. Now that the peace 
accord has been signed, programs like this Methodist 
partnership are needed more than ever to create a 
real peace in Northern Ireland. United Methodists 
can support this ministry through Advance #012005-
lRA. If 1000 US churches each gave just $60 from 
their mission budgets, the community center would 
have its Advance asking. 

Reach Out and Touch Mccurdy 
McCurdy School, a national United Methodist mis
sion institution in Espanola, New Mexico, is regis
tered with AT&T's learning-points program. AT&T 
has set aside $150 million to send computers, soft
ware, VCRs, and other educational ma terials to 
schools within the program. For every dollar in long
distance calls, the school receives 5 learning points. 
AT&T customers need only call 1-800-354-8800, ext. 
39474, and ask the operator to designate their learn
ing points to McCurdy, #00909434. 

New Program Initiatives 
At their April 1998 board meeting, directors of the 
General Board of Global Ministries approved 
"Investments for Mission: New Program Initiatives," 
which proposes the use of unrealized capital gains for 
programs in geographic areas that will transcend 
national boundaries and strengthen evangelistic work 
among constituencies not usually reached by tradi
tional ministries. Among the programs approved are: 
"Missioners of Hope," 100 missionaries to serve in 
Africa, working specifically with children; "Young 
Adult Missioners," named in memory of Bishop W. T. 
Handy, to develop a new generation of 800 missionar
ies; the establishment of regional offices in Europe and 
Asia; assistance to the East Africa Annual Conference 
for growing United Methodist membership in 
Rwanda, Sudan, Uganda, and Kenya; and develop
ment of the GBGM web site and an online magazine. 

Emergency Response Training in Africa 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
and the Geneva-based Action by Churches Together 
(ACT), an ecumenical relief organization, have formed 
a partnership with Africa University to present train
ing sessions on emergency response and management 
in Africa. Representatives from countries throughout 
Africa have been sent to Mutare, Zimbabwe, for the 
firs t 6-week training session, June 22-July 31. 
Increasing Africa's ability to prepare for and manage 
emergencies is crucial for UMCOR and ACT, said 
Lloyd Rollins, an executive in UMCOR's Office of 
Emergency Services. "UMCOR and ACT want 
Africans to determine what the program needs to be 
and how it will be implemented," he said, "rather 
than having it imposed by outsiders who supply the 
funding." 

DEATHS Beatrice E. Greene, retired deaconess with 
28 years of service with the Women's Division in the 
United States, died December 5, 1997, at the age of 
87 ... Maurice C. Daily, retired missionary who served 
with the Women's Division for almost 8 years in Cuba, 
died December 25, 1997 ... Louise E. Dutcher Johnson, 
retired missionary with 35 years of service in the 
United States, died February 6, 1998 ... Frances E. 
Peacock, re tired deaconess and home missionary of 
the Women's Home Missionary Society, with 38 years 
of service in the United States, died February 7, 
1998 ... Leslie Omer Shirley, retired missionary with 25 
years of service in Sierra Leone, died February 21, 
1998 ... Sara Gene Hoffman, retired deaconess with 40 
years of service in the United States, died March 11, 
1998 .. . Dr. Ira E. McBride, retired missionary and 
supervisor of mission with 41 years of service in 
Nigeria, died March 18, 1998, at the age of 98 years, 11 
months ... Craig Hunter, Executive Secretary for Urban 
Minis tries in the G BGM's Community and 
Institutional Ministries program area, died April 30, 
1998, at the age of 47, after a brief illness. His responsi
bilities included the Holy Boldness Urban Ministries 
Program (see pp. 5-9) ... Howard Brinton, retired mis
sionary who served in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, died May 3, 1998. He was a former Interim 
Director of the Advance and a longtime interpreter for 
the GBGM, both nationally and in the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference ... Frederick DuRant Rogers, 
retired home missionary with 33 years of service in the 
United States, died May 4, 1998. 0 
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Nourishing Hope 
by Lyda Pierce, United Methodist missionary in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

During an ecumenical gathering of women in the Honduran country
side during early December, I was asked to coordinate a service of 
blessing for three pregnant women who were present. Working togeth
er, they designed a ritual that borrowed from Catholic, Protestant, and 
indigenous traditions, since women from all three communities were 
present. They offered gifts of water, earth, fire, and air-sacred indige
nous symbols-and discussed what these four elements mean within 
the Christian tradition. Then they read in the Gospel of the encounter 
between Elizabeth and Mary, a paradigm for solidarity among preg
nant women. They discussed what it meant to be pregnant-especial
ly to be single and pregnant, as Mary was at the time. 

It was Advent, so talking about hope was natural. The women in my 
gathering talked about what kind of world they hoped their children 
would encounter as they grew up. As in Jesus' day, the world is a dan
gerous place for poor children. We 
see this when we remember the 
massacre of the innocents-the 
slaughter of the children in Jesus' 
Palestine. We prayed for the 15 
children massacred on December 
22 in the s tate of Chiapas in 
Mexico. 

Advent doesn' t ignore the terror 
to come. Indeed, such violence 
against children makes hope even 
more essential for faith. And so the 
women in my group closed their 
service by gathering around the 
three pregnant ones, laying on 
their hands and praying together 
for each woman and her baby. As I 
write this, one baby has been born 
and two more are coming soon . 
There is new life, along with a 
renewed commitment to make the 
world a gentler place in which 
these children can grow up. 
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The United Methodist 
Church in Mission 

Special Attention at Mccurdy School 
from The Mccurdy Message 

Esther (not her real name), an eighth grader, wasn't very good in math 
when she came to McCurdy School this year. Although her teacher 
tried to give her extra work that would help her in her pre-algebra 
studies, Esther was lost. Finally, after much embarrassment in class, 
she admitted she couldn't do the work because she didn' t know her 
times tables. So Matt Nichols, her teacher, went to the third-grade 
teacher and got flash cards and other tools to help Esther get to the 
same level as the rest of her algebra class. 

"She worked hard," Nichols said. "I knew she could do it with a lit
tle extra help. Once she learned those times tables, she did fine. I test
ed her for each one of them. Now she is improving in pre-algebra and 
has regained a sense of pride through her accomplishment." Esther's 
mother had kicked her out of her house when Esther was in the sixth 
grade. A former teacher at her elementary school is paying for her edu
cation at McCurdy. 

The McCurdy School is a project of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, United Methodist Church, in Espanola, New Mexico. 

::g· .£1 cs al ~ g ~ '"" cs ~ .:--: ~ ~ ~ :=: -g .s ~ fa "'g ~ -~ -~ -~ 0 -18 la -;; ~ .£, 
;s; i::; ~ ~ ;9 :g -:; ~ ~ ~ ;::--~ ..... ~ ..-!=; .... ~ rl .;:g .... = 0 .§. 6 .~ "" ,,.. !;:: 't., = 



Answers That Are Nearby and Free 
by Richard and Caring Schwenk, United Methodist 
missionaries in Manila, Philippines 

In our recent trip to Santa Juliana to visit the Aeta people, we took a 
shortcut across the volcanic lahar fields, so it "only" took four hours to 
go each way from Manila. The river that runs east from Mt. Pinatubo 
had shifted channels and eroded a huge 300-foot-wide gully that we 
had to cross, but the water was less than a foot deep. 

The people are now busy planting their rice at the beginning of the 
monsoon season. We were able to work with Larry Ramos and his fam
ily and made three raised beds of Big-Faith (Bio-Intensive Garden for 
Food Always in the Home) . We planted Chinese cabbage and mustard 
greens. We buried carabao (water buffalo) dung a foot below the 
mound of soil as a timed-release organic fertilizer. 

So much of the animal manure is wasted as it is washed away by the 
rain. We finally got a group of farmers to accept the practice of Big
Faith, and we hope the seeds grow well so that others will marvel at 
the luxuria nt grow th and follow suit. Apo Melia from remote 
Manibukyot came down to Santa Juliana and told how he needed to 
buy urea fertilizer for his rice. One sack cost him $15.00-a week's 
wages for farm laborers. And urea isn' t as well balanced in plant nutri
ents as the natural stuff that is free for those who want to scoop it up. 
How do we get across the idea that the answer to a problem is often 
nearby and free? 

We also demonstra ted how to 
revitalize the coconut and 
cashew seedlings that they had 
planted but that now had yel
lowing leaves. Then the grafted 
citrus trees tha t we had distrib
uted to the people and helped 
them plant offered ano ther 
chance to show the proper 
p lacement of organic fertilizer. 
Another van load of garden 
tools is making farming more 
fea s ible and enjoyab le . It is 
amazing the simple things one 
can do that promise to improve 
li ves through better nutrition 
and a healthjer outlook. 

g- g fF Jf Ii f!.i' fl ~ ~~- B· ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .:; ~il i? ~ ~ i: ~~ ~- !r ~ ~ ~ 

Improving Agriculture and Family Health 
by Paul and Roxanne Webster, United Methodist 
missionaries in Musokatanda, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Africa 

Where there are no oxen, the manger is empty, but from the strength of an ox 
comes an abundant harvest. Proverbs 14:4 

To see people who, only a year ago, were without significant produc
tion now suddenly becoming collective owners of six tons of shell com 
is truly a blessing. To see a new bicycle bought with the proceeds of 
corn sales brings joy to my heart. Until the oxen came, the land lay fal
low. Now, in the second year of the project, we have increased both the 
amount of land under cultiva tion and the number of crops cultivated. 

We are currently tending fields of com, sunflowers, sorghum, rice, 
peanuts, black beans, and sesame. All are doing well and we expect an 
abundant harvest. Not only can the oxen plow and harrow the land, 
they can also pull the new cultivator we bought in Zambia. In fact, the 
oxen now do the work of 20 laborers with hoes. Next year all of our 
cooperative members want to expand their fields, knowing that with 
the oxen they can care for their fields properly. 

We have been scraping up the manure left in the corral and are using 
it on our newly built kitchen garden and tree nursery. Along with the 
manure from our chickens and rabbits, the ox manure has enabled us 
to get a vegetable crop without expensive fertilizers . The authors of 
Proverbs knew about the power and value of oxen when they wrote 
the verse above. 
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oto/Art Credits: 5, 7-Christie R. Hou e • 6, , 9-John Coleman • 10-13-Rob 
mberg • 14-17 ourtesy Rene Lop z • 18-21-Courtesy the Office of Research, 
BGM • 23-26- lmages are from the New World Outlook Web Pages • 27, 29-
tricia . chug • 2 -Greg Gilbert• 30-33- our tesy the h urch Health Center 
3-l-37-Richard Lord • 38-41- ourtesy Stop Hunger Now • 43-(Left) Paul 
ffre , (Right) lu·i tie R. House • 44-(Left) Courtesy the Schwenk , (Right) Paul 
ffre 

orrections: New World Outlook greatly regrets two errors in our May-June issue. 
e ph to on page 23 doe not how the wife of Indon ian Bishop Doloksaribu 
t a member of his church. Also, the lower left photo on page 6 i not Borobudur 
Buddhi t monument) but a Hindu temple in the Prambanan complex near 
g akarta, Ja a. 

Sign up now for Fall 1998: 
Martha Lund Smalley Sept. 14- 16 
How to Develop Church and Mission 
Archives. Yale Divinity School archivist helps 
missionaries and national church leaders 
organize and preserve essential records. Mon. 
2 :00 p.m.- Wed . 4 :00 p.m. $75 

Jean-Paul Wiest and 
Cathy McDonald Sept. 17- 19 
Doing Oral History: Helping Christians Tell 
1beir Own Story. Learn how to document and 
preserve church and mission history. Thurs. 
9:30 a.m.- Sat. noon. $75 . Both workshops, 
Sept. 14-19, $110 combined fee . 

Shirley Torstrick and 
David PoUoc.k Sept. 2 1- 25 
Nw1wing and Educating Transcultural Kids. 
How lo meet the special needs of MKs and 
other transcultural children. Cosponsored by 
Christian and Missionary Alliance. $95 

Gerald H. Anderson Sept. 29- 0 ct. 2 
Toward the list Century in Christian Mis
sM>o. OMSC's Director surveys major issues in 
mission. Cosponsored by Lutheran Church
M issouri Synod World Mission, Mission 
Society for United Methodists , and Reformed 
Church in America Mission Services. $65 

Dean S. Gilliland Oct. 12- 16 
lncarnational Theologies of Mission. OMSC 
Senior Mission Scholar, Fuller School of World 
Mission, outlines principles of authentic context
ualization. Cosponsored by Marylrnoll Mission 
Institute. $95 

You should be here! 
OMSC cekbrales 75 years in 
service to the Christian 
worldwide mission. 

Andrew F. Walls Oct. 19- 23 
The Cultural Dynamics of Christian 
Conversion. Prof. Walls , Edinburgh Uni
versity , examines the outworking of Chris
tian conversion in differing cultural and 
historical senings. $95 

Paul E. Pierson Oct. 26- 30 
Evangelical Awakenings: Conse
quences for Mission. OMSC Senior 
Mission Scholar, Fuller School of World 
Mission , explores the relationship 

between church renewal and miss ionary 
vi tality . $95 

Leander Keck Nov. 2-6 
Portraits of Jesus' Mission in the Gospels. 
Dr. Keck, Professor Emeritus , Yale Divinity 
School, grounds the Christian mission in the 
person of Jesus. $95 

Paul Marshall Nov. 9- 13 
" Remember Those in Prison ." A major 
researcher proposes an activist response 10 

the problem of persecution . Cosponsored by 
Samford University Beeson Global Center 
and World Evangelical Fellowship. $95 

Peter Kuzmic Nov . 16- 20 
Christian Mission and the Renewal of 
Eastern Europe. Dr. Kuzmic , Evangelical 
Seminary , Croatia , and Gordon-Conwell 
Seminary , offers guidelines for culturally 
sensitive Christian ministry . $95 

Scott Moreau Nov . 30-Dec. 4 
Advancing Mission on the Electronic 
Information Superhighway. Dr . Moreau , 
Wheaton College, expands your mission com
munication hori zons . Cosponsored by Bill y 
Graham Center. $95 

Christopher Wright Dec. 7- 11 
Jesus ' Mission in Light of His Scriptures . 
Dr. Wright, Principal , All Nations Christian 
Co llege, England , explores the Old Tes
tament basis of the Christian miss ion. $95 

Overseas Ministries Study Center 
'490 Prospect St., New Haven, CT 065 I I 
Tel (203) 624-6672 Fax (203) 865-2857 

E-mail study@OMSC.orr 
Web http://www.OMSC.orr 

They're in the news and in 

NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK'S 
Mission Study Issues 

•INDONESIA 

•REFUGEES AND 
GLOBAL MIGRATION 

It 's time .... 
To pick up the 
colorful, informative 
NEWWORLD OUTLOOK 
mission study i ues! 

You won 't find this breadth of 
coverage on Indone ia and on 
Refugees and Global Migration 
anywhere else! 

Special Is ue on Indonesia 
(#2695 ; $2 .50) 
Special Issue on Refugees and 
Global Migration (#2693; 2.50) 

New Wortd Outlook ---..-------

s, 
7820 Reading Road, in innati , 1-l 
452-2-1800. all 1-800-305-985 
or FAX order to: 513- 61-3 2-. 

NEW W RLD UTLOOK J LY I U U T199 
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r----------------------------
If you're on the Web •••. 

Visit the GBGM Web Site 
http://gbgm-umc.org 

for: 
Mission Opportunities, 

paid and volunteer 
GBGM Missionaries, 

biographies and photographs 
M ission Stories 
M ission Giving 
UM COR Hotline 

And much, much more! 

General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

L----------------------------
Looking for Mission Stories? 

Dial 1-800-793-5415 to reach MISSION FAX 

Mission stories and/or other mission information 
will be fruced to you once you enter your fruc number. 

Great for: 
Mission Minutes 

Newsletter Inserts 
Bulletin Boards 

Mission Committee Meetings 

Here's a brief selection from more than 60 different topics 
(frequently updated) on MISSION FAX: 

#712 Mission Story: Witness Reconciliation on Spaceship Earth 
#102 Mission Volunteers 

#305 Shalom Is on the Loose 
#501 UMCOR Hotline 

General Board of Global Ministries •The United Methodist Church 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JULY I AUGUST 1998 

A ~rec 
• Ind~ 
dxpl1 
• ln~c 
• Hel~ 
• ~n~ 

N1111e

~resi 
Q~~fl 
~one_ 
lo!ol co 
~s~ 
OMo re 
~$1 

lOlAl I 

~ 
Me~oo 

Ml 
[x,oir~ 

ttlXl'f111 
Vedit a 
G00noo 



Youth Want and Need to Know the Bible 
~ great way to deepen your youth's understanding of the Bible! 
• Includes addresses for Internet use 
• Explores the Bible's beginnings through different activities 
• Indicates activities for both younger and older adolescents 
• Helps youth budd a time line of the Bible 
• Send_copies of Youth Study: The Bible-Port I (#'J.7 50/$2.7 5) to: 

~e----------------Mdress _______________ _ 
City/State/Zip _____________ _ 
~OM _______________ _ 

fotul copies Youth Study in this order---@$2.75 S __ 
dd shipping/handling s __ 

Ohio residents odd 6% tax S 
dd S 1.50 for bnled orders S == 

roTAL DUE s_ 
~ S2S or Im, cDI SJ.SO; SZS.01-$60, cDI S4.SO; $60.01·Sl00, odd $550; O¥er SlOO, cDI 5% 

ethod of payment (check one):_Check or money order (payable to Service Center) 
_ Bdl me _VISA _ Mosterford Cord# _____ _ 
Expiration Dote Signature----------
If payment enclosed, send to: SERVICE CENTER, GBGM, PO Box 691328, Gncinnoti,OH 45269-1328 
Credit cord & billed orders, send to: SERVICE CENTER, GBGM, 7820 Reading Rood, Caller No. 1800, 
Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800 FAX: 513-761-3722 PHONE: 1 ·800-305-9857 

MISSION MAGAZINE 
Special Schools of Mission Edition 

Summer 1998 (#2698; $19.95) 

Each year, a special edition of 
MISSION MAGAZINE video is shot to 
accompany and illustrate the three 
mission studies. This year's spiritual 
growth study, THE BIBLE: The Book That 
Bridges the Millennia; geographic 
study, INDONESIA; and general study, 
REFUGEES AND GLOBAL MIGRATION 
are all colorfully portrayed on video. 

Order your own copy by calling 
SERVICE CENTER at 800-305-9857. 
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