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The Gathering 
This issue of New World Outlook documents the sights and sounds of 
Global Gathering III held in Kansas City, Missouri, last April. 
Gathering was hosted by the General Board of Global Ministries 
attended by close to 5400 people. Although this was a global gathe · 
most of those who attended were from the United States. Participan 
gathered to hear speakers (most of whom were not from the United Sta 
to sing some new songs (compiled and led by an international team 
musicians and composers), to engage in fellowship with one another, 
to take home some new ideas about how to be more effective in their 
sion, whatever and wherever that mission may be. 

The overall theme of the Gathering was: "Whose Child Is This?" Chil 
were the subject of many of the presentations. Children and youth also 
ticipated in the worship services. One message was repeated often: wh 
there is suffering, children suffer the most. In times of war, famine, fl 
and civil strife--conditions that cause massive migrations-cltlldren, 
innocent bystanders, die first. They suffer and die quietly, while the ad 

responsible for their suffering grab 
power, or profits, or land-comm 
ties often valued at rates much hi 
than human life. But the other me 
that was repeated at the Gathering w 
this: God says "no" to this dea 
march. Children are valuable gifts fro 
God, Minerva Carcano reminded 
Gathering, named by God, loved 
God, and they are our special respo 
bility as Christians. 

In Matthew, Jesus reminds his · 
pies that "If two of you agree on e 
about anything you ask, it will be d 
for you by my Father in heaven. F 

where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among th 
(Matthew 18:19-20). The strength of this Global Gathering was that 
gathered in the name of Christ and asked how The United Metho 
Church can better serve the children of the world. In the coming mon 
and in the coming years, God will provide the answer. 

The passage from Jeremiah (31:15), about Rachel weeping for her chil 
and refusing to be consoled, was lifted up by several speakers. I leave 
with the rest of that passage: 

Thus says the Lord: 
Keep your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears; 
for there is a reward for your work, says the Lord: 
they shall come back from the land of the enemy; 
there is hope for your fu.ture, says the Lord: 
your children shall come back to their own country. Jeremiah 31:16-17 

For those who attended Global Gathering ill, let's make it more than" 
came, we saw, we gathered, we heard speakers, we attended worksho 
we went home tired." Our work is cut out for us. For those who di 
attend-well, your work is cut out for you too. Remember, the Lord 
reward your work. There is hope. The children shall come back. 

-Christie R. House 
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Global Gathering III 

Sofia Carcano in the arms of Bishop Dan E. 
Solomon at the opening worship celebra
tion, Global Gathering III. 

The following schedule gives a quick sketch 
of what happened at Global Gathering Ill. 
Like many United Methodist gatherings, 
there was time for worship, Bible study, and 
plenaries. Old friends greeted one another 
while new friends struck up conversation . 
Since the congregation was made up of vol
untary participants and not delegates, there 
was no voting to be done or legislation to 
pass. 

The speakers at the Gathering are pre
sented here with a short note about who 
they are and what they had to say. We hope 
it gives you an idea of the depth of the pre
sentations and the witness that can happen 
when a host of international speakers all 
bring their various experiences together to 
focus on a single subject in the name of 
Christ. 

Whose Child Is This? 

.._I 

The Rev. Minerva G. Carcano, 
director of the Mexican-American 
Program at the Southern Methodist 
University, Perkins School of 
Theology in Dallas, Texas. Carcafi.o 
based her sermon on the story of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, who 
knew their child John was a gift 
from God named by God. "I won
der, if we prayerfully considered 
the children being born to us in 
this country, would we allow 2660 

babies to be born each day into 
poverty? Or whether we would 
neglect those babies so that every 
day three of them would die. And 
on those same days six more of 
them as children and teens would 
commit suicide. Would we stand 
for the abuse and neglect of anoth
er 8493 children every day of the 
year in this country?" 

Bishop Kenneth L. Carder is the 
resident bishop of the Nashville 
Episcopal Area. Bishop Carder 
asked the gathering to remember 
"Bethlehem's other children." 
While he applauded the efforts of 
the church to be faithful to 
Bethlehem's favorite son, Jesus, he 
reminded the gathering that 
Bethlehem's other children of the 
time were slaughtered while Herod 
searched out Jesus . " When we 
enter the Bethlehems, the places 
where the innocent are still 
slaughtered, and are willing to 
shelter them, to feed them, to 
clothe them, to nurture them, then 
we will meet another who became 
one of them." 
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Dr. Mary Mikhael is president of 
the. Tear East School of Theolo

0 
in 

Beirut, Lebanon. Bible tud 
leader f r Frida) morning, Dr. 
.\likhael remembered the laugh
tered children of Bethlehem when 
he related torie of children in 

Beirut today. "Do we curse the 
world systems and oppressive 
regimes who stand at the root 
cause of the pain and misery in 
the world and continue on our 
way doing our own business?'' 

Meeli Tankler is \ice-president of 
the Continental Europe Area in the 
\\'orld Federation of Methodist 
\\'omen. She is from Tallinn, 
E tonia. Tank.ler reflected on the 
tory of Je u as an adolescent, 

\,·hen hi parents lost him tem
porarily and found him with the 
teachers in the temple of Jerusalem. 
"During the last decade, we have 
seen hundreds and hundreds of 
Parents sending their children to 
Sunday schools in Estonia and 

.. also in many other post-commu
nist countries. They don't know 
what will be taught there. They 
trust that something good will be 
taught and their children will 
become better." 

The Re . Gao Ying, pa tor of 
Cheung en 1en Church, the 
large t congregation in Beijing, 
China. The Rev. Ying u ed the 
Scripture of the five loaves and two 
fi h to illu trate hm children in , 
humility, ma offer all they ha\•e to 
Je u . Though the offerino- may 
eem inconsequential to u , Je us 

took the gift and multiplied it to 
feed the 5000. "The boy yielded to 
the Holy Spirit, which resulted in 
his being the unexpected source of 
the Lord's mercy, the accomplish
ment of the Lord's plan for the peo
ple." 

The Re v. Dr. Christopher 
Duraisingh, from South India, is 
the director of the Commission on 
World Mis ion and Evangelism of 
the World Council of Churches. 
The presentation of the bab Jesus 
at the temple along with the proph
esies of Simeon and Anna, provid
ed the text of Dr. Durai ingh' s 
study."Jesus inaugurated a new 
order for children at his birth. ot 
all perceive that children are at the 
center of God's rule that Jesus 
announces. Simeon and Anna rec
ognize the roll that Jesus attribut
es to children." 

Jonathan Kozol is a ocial activist 
and author of even a\ ard-win
ning books that focus on the live 
of children living in poverty in the 

nited tate . Hi late t book, 
Ama:ing Grace: T1ze Lives of Children 
and the Conscience of a ation , 
framed hi pre entation at the 
Global Gathering. (Seep. ) 

Dr. Randolph ugent is the gen
eral secretary of the General Board 
of Global Ministrie . 'IJ>erhaps we 
too have become confused and do 
not fully realize the impact of the 
policies on the children of the 
world," aid ugent. " ot only 
are children living in large num
bers on the globe, but they are 
dying in large numbers every day, 
40,000 under the age of five." Dr. 

ugent reminded participant of 
the gathering that: "If we are to 
make friends of God's children, 
our thoughts must be concentrat
ed on every child in every nation 
and in every condition." 

The panel of witne ses included 
six people from different part of 
the " orld giving witnes to the 
tate of children today. See page 12 

for their torie . 
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The Rev. Dr. Nelida Ritchie is a 
pastor in the Argentina Evangelical 
Methodist Church. She has served 
as par t of th e La tin Am erican 
Evan ge lica l Commission on 
Christian Education (CELADEC) in 
Lima and on the Cordoba Human 
Rights Commission . Dr. Ritchie 
spoke of the millions of children in 
the world who are abused, aban
doned, and wh o die before they 
reach the age of five. "In practice, 
children fill the ranks of what has 
been called the redundant popula
tion." Dr. Ritchie used the text in 
Gen esis in w hich God s top s 
Abraham from sacrificing Isaac. Dr. 
Ritchie sp oke of how the church 
needs to transform its thinking and 
how it cares for "the redundant" by 
trul y lis ten in g to the ch ildren it 
seeks to serve. 

The R ev. Emanue l Cl eave r, 
senior pas tor of St. James United 
Methodist Church, serving a sec
ond term as mayor of Kansas City. 
"Every now and then every 
Methodist should ask: 'what 
would our church be like if I had 
not come?' We cannot serve as the 
taillights of society, glowing after 
something has happened. We 
have to be the headlights of 
America and the world, shining 
and showing the way." 

Global Gathering Ill 
Thursday, April 10 
Global Village Open 
Opening Worship - The Rev. Minerva Carcano 

Friday, April 11 
Morning Worship - Bishop Kenneth Carder 
Bible Study - Dr. Mary Mikhael 
Keynote speaker - Dr. Randolph Nugent 
Panel of Witnesses - Gra.;a Machel (via video), Nancy Pereira, 
Daniel Mulunda Ngoy 
Workshops 
Worship- The Rev. Gao Ying 

~--llJ, Aprll 12 
mt\'.irr.:':':"'l'"r- t>tudJ- The • Dr. Ouistopher Duraisingh 

...,.....~"Witnesses - Mr. Byron Tso, Muamer Vele, and Marija 
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In the Global Village exhibit area, visitors walked through a 
"landmine field "-in which they heard the sounds of explod
ing mines when they "tripped" a wire-and illustrated the 
"World of Childre:z." exhibit with messages and color. 

Drums! 

Sounds of Global Gathering Ill 
by Judy Vasby 

Proclaiming cultural diversity, 

Pounding out the beat of life, 

Calling all to celebrate! 

Plaintive oboe, searching violin 

Joyful piano, lively jazz 

Spirit-filled singing 

Children chorusing-

On the village stage 

At worship 

In shuttle buses 

The Lord's Prayer uttered in many languages 
Papers shuffling 

Money falling into offering baskets 

Prophetic cries- (Quotes from speakers at the Gathering) 
How long, 0 Lord? 
Whose child is this? 

i Par favor, ayudame! 

Refuse to be consoled! 

In times like these, you need an anchor! 
What if I had not come? 
Don't be taillights-be headlights, 

leading the way! 

Not one more law or one more committee .. . 
Just go with the Spirit! 
Consider your call! 

Clicking cameras 

Clapping hands 

Splashing water 

Snuffling tears 

Exploding land mines 

Silence 

Affirmations-

Welcome to MY neighborhood! 
Here I am, Lord! 

I said I want to dance! 

0 Hosanna, the Christian life for me! 
Amen Siakudumisa! 
Halleluja! 

Heleluyan! 
Alleluia! 
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~Our 
Uhlldren 
b Brenda Wilkinson 

Participant at Global Gathering ill 
were vi ibly tirred by the emotion
filled pre entation of noted author 
and longtime ad ocate for children, 
Jona than Kozol. Introduced b y 
Bishop Elias Galvan, who spoke of 
Dr. Kozol 's distinguished career, 
the author used his most recent 
work, A111nzi11g Grnce: The Lives of 
Children nnd the Conscience of n 
Nntion, as background for his pre-
enta tion. The award-winning 

book has received worldwid e 
acclaim and praise from numerous 
pokespersons for children, includ

ing Marian Wright Edelman and 
Robert Coles. It proved to be a 
good choice for examining the 
theme: "Whose Child Is This?" 

Amazing Gra ce chronicles two 
years in the lives of children, par
ents, and clergy in an impoverished 
urban neighborhood. Evidence of 
Jonathan Kozol's lifelong commit
ment to social justice comes not 
only from this book but from earli
er writings beginning with the 1967 
publication, Death At An Early Age, 
which describes the author's first
year experience as a teacher in an 
urban setting. 

A young participant visits the Heifer Project exhibit in the Global Village. 

Jonathan Kozol took time at the Gathering 
to autograph books. Staff members Linda 
Elmiger, NanClJ Quigley, and Bonnie 
Seabright hold autographed copies of 
Amazing Grace. 

A native of Boston, Mass
achusetts, Jonathan Kozol graduat
ed summa cum laude from 
Harvard University and became a 
Rhodes Scholar. Among his numer
ous awards are the Harry Chapin 
Media Award for excellence in 
addressing issues of hunger, pover
ty, and self-reliance; the Wilbur 
Award given by the Religious 
Public Relations Council for excel
lence in communication; and the 
Christopher Award, given for work 
that affirms the highest values of 
the human spirit. 

A very sensitive and humble 
individual, Kozol expressed appre
ciation for the special recognition 
he has received for his writings, but 
he also conceded despair over hav
ing spent his entire adult career 
championing a cause for which he 
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has seen so few positive changes. 
When speaking of his close associa
tion with children of the poor, he 
summarized: "If there are amazing 
graces on this weary earth, I believe 
that they are these good children, 
sent to us by God, and not yet 
soiled by the knowledge that the 
nation does not love them. What I 
hope for, pray for, is that there will 
be a renewed struggle in our soci
ety-the kind of change that is at 
once spiritual and political. It must 
involve young and old, rich and 
poor, black, Hispanic, and white-
all ethnic groups joined together in 
the kind of upheaval that shook 
this nation in the early 1960s." 

Recalling that same period of his
tory (the 1960 ) in his opening 
comments, Kozol cl1astised contem
poraries who continue to look back 
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and r pea t how they marched on 
Washington, at re n boro, and on 
the bridge a t lma. "I som tim es 
think tha t if all the x-liberals in 

ew York who claim they were on 
the brid ge a t Selma w re really 
th re, the bridge would have col
lapsed," h e challen g d , ending 
with an admonition from a Harlem 
chool teacher: "To poor black kids, 

it doesn' t matter what bridge you 
tood on 30 years ago, but w ha t 

bridge you stand on today." 
Kozol told of his three d ecade 

sojourn: "I spent ten years working 
with children in a black community 
of Boston; pent time in other cities, 
then worked for nearly ten years in 
New York, the last four of which 
have been in the South Bronx. I get 
on the tr ain in the middle of 
Manhattan and ride 12 minutes 
from one of the richest neighbor
hoods in the western world to one 
of the poorest. I do not go to places 
like th South Bronx to bring bless
ings," he emphasized. "I don't have 
the apostolic confidence to think 
that I can bring a bag of colonial 
blessings straight from Harvard 
Square into the neighborhoods in 
which poor people live. I don' t go 
there to bring blessings. I go there 
in search of them. And I feel I find 
them every da y and every night 
when I am there with the children, 
their mothers and grandrnothers
because there is something sacred 
in their presence." 

He described the depth of pover
ty in the South Bronx, the poorest 
congressional district in America, 
and told why he views it as one of 
the sickest places he has ever seen: 
"A quarter of the mothers of new
borns in this neighborhood are HIV 
infected and 25 percent of their 
children test positive," he began . 
"So you look at these little babies 
and think to yourself, every fourth 
child in front of me is going to lose 
a mother to an early d ea th and 
many will follow their mothers to 

an early grave. Chronic depression, 
diabetes, hypertension, and cancer 
are a lso w idesp read ," be added . 
"This is one of the few places in the 
developed world in which women 
die routinely of undiagnosed can
cer. A p r imary reason is over
crowded and poorly-funded hospi
tals where people are discouraged 
from seeking medical help." 

As ill us tra ti on , he sbared the 
s tory of a neighborhood grand
motber he knew. She had a history 
of meningitis and AIDS. She went 
to the hospital with a tempera ture 
of 104° and was kept waiting in a 

the nation and exceed rates in some 
Third World countri s. "A common 
sight is to see li ttle children carry
ing small yellow pumps," Kozol 
said . He rela ted how he, too, has 
developed asthma, perhaps directly 
linked to the ex tensive ti me he 
pends in the region. 

Loca ted in a deeply segrega ted 
neighborhood, the first local public 
school he had opportuni ty to visit 
had am ong its 800 students one 
white child who had mistakenly 
been enrolled and has since left. On 
a re turn trip a year la ter, Kozol 
found one German immigrant. A 

Worship committee member, Marcia Mcf ee (lejt), is aided by Grace Chan, Winnie Tam, 
and a number of other children at the opening ceremonies for the Global Village. 

chair in the emergency ward for 
four days and nights. Having suf
fered through the ordeal of a four
da y wait and ever-mindful of the 
d eadly disease w ith w hich sh e 
lives, the grandmother still main
tained a sense of humor when she 
shared with Kozol the absurdity of 
a resident psychiatrist (who was in 
the p rocess of doing a survey on 
patient a ttitudes) who stopped to 
ask her on day four if perhaps she 
might no t be a victim of clinical 
depression. 

Surpassing the high incidence of 
AIDS in this community is the ra te 
of pediatric astluna. Statistics from 
the South Bronx are the highest in 

teacher (in resp on se to Kozol 's 
inquiry) confessed that this was the 
first white student she had taught 
in the school in her 18-year tenure. 
Declaring the situation analogou 
to apar theid, Kozol sta ted tha t if 
ra cial segrega tion was a sin in 
Mississippi and Alabama yesterday, 
it is a sin in New York or Chicago 
today. 

He explained why he felt com
pelled to include an obituary listing 
in Amazing Grace. There were 24 
deaths listed, mostly young people 
he came to know during the time 
h e was working on the book . 
"Dea th is common in such neigh
borhoods," he stated. "But not all of 
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these children are the victims of ill
ness or of gunfire. Many are victims 
of American abandonment." 

Among the innocent deceased 
children, Kozol recalled the life of 
Bernardo, an 8-year-old boy who 
was being raised b y his grand
mother. "Bernardo Rodriguez, Jr. 
was a serious and quiet little boy. 
He did well in school, studied hard, 
did everything the experts tell us 
poor people ought to do . His 
grandma followed his s tudies 
meticulously. He was a devout boy 
who knew all his prayers. The 
grandmother had observed that the 
elevator in their building wasn't 
working properly. If you touched 
the door, it would fly open even if 
the elevator wasn' t there," Kozol 
explained. "The grandmother knew 
how dangerous this was with so 
many children in the building, so 
she did the correct thing. You know 
this cry we hear today!" he 
stressed. "We want to hold the poor 
people responsible! Well she was 
responsible. She complained to the 
landlord; she complained to the fire 
department; she complained to the 
housing department; sh e com
plained to City Hall. And nothing 
was ever done. 

"If such an eleva tor door had 
been detected in midtown 
Manhattan where m y Harvard 
classmates live, you can be sure it 
would have been fixed immediate
ly, because these are lives that mat
ter to America! But in the South 
Bronx where this child was playing 
in the h allways because it is too 
dangerous to play in the street
Bernardo, as children often do, for
got and backed into the elevator 
door and fell six flights to his death. 
His body was not found until his 
blood began to drip on passengers. 

"No na tion that has love for its 
children and any real faith in the 
mandates of religion should allow a 
child to be born and die in such a 
place! This child, as his grandma 

sweetly said, did not know sin. The 
same cannot be said for the adult 
world-for the nation that 
destroyed him. Little children like 
him have done nothing wrong to 
us. They are entirely innocent. They 
are too small to harm us-too 
sweet to scare us-and too gener
ous to hate us. Their only sin is to 
be born poor and of the wrong 
color at a cold time in our nation's 
history." 

Considering his many appear
ances before selec t House and 
Senate Corrunittees, Kozol said "It 
becomes ritualistic and I always 

The coloring wall was a big hit among all 
age groups. 

come away with a sense of de pair. 
But I continue to do it. They look at 
me and I always know wha t is 
coming next. They say: 'Admit
tedly, this is unjust; admittedly, it is 
a betrayal of the good things that 
our nation stands for. It isn't fair 
for a child to die needlessly. Just tell 
me one thing, can you really solve 
these kinds of problems by throw
ing money at them?' They love that 
word 'throwing.' They never peak 
of throwing money at the 
Pentagon. They allocate money for 
the Pentagon, but throw it at any
thing that has to do with human 

pain." 
Addressing the issue of welfare 

reform, Kozol emphasized that all 
the pain and suffering he has writ
ten about in the South Bronx took 
place before the recent welfare bill 
was passed-a bill that he suggests 
will further devastate children of 
neighborhoods like the one he 
describes. "Children were hungry 
already and more will be hungry 
now. I think this bill and the venge
ful, heartless values it reflects is not 
simply a misguided piece of legis
lation. I think it is theologically evil. 

"When Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
'If you love me, feed my sheep,' he 
did not say: 'Only the sheep whose 
mothers please us by responsible 
behavior.' He did not say: 'Only the 
sheep whose mothers come to 
PTA.' He did not say: 'Only the 
sheep who have two parents in the 
pen .' He simply said: 'Feed my 
sheep!' 

"Despite the sorrows of [an 
impoverished] neighborhood, 
there are many miracles to be dis
covered," Kozol acknowledged. 
"Those miracles are the resilient 
souls and luminous spirits of small 
children who defy the ugly stereo
types of inner city life by their 
inherent decency and kindlines 
and capability for love." O 

Brenda Wilkinson is a staff writer for 
the General Board of Global Mini tries. 

Books by Jonathan Kozol 
Death at an Early Age 

Illiterate America 

Rachel and Her Children : Homele 
Families in America 

Savage lnequalitie : Children in 
America's Schools 

Amazing Grace: The Live of Children 
and the Con cience of n atio11 



Adult Individual 
"All God's Children" by Mary Ann 
McGuire. Mary Ann is a member 
of Grace United Methodist Church 
in Olathe, Kansas, the Kansas East 
Conference. C~th and paint. 

Adult Group 
Miriam-Ruth Circle, United 
Methodist Women of Bozeman 
United Methodist Church, 
Bozeman, Montana, Yellowstone 
Conference. Cloth. 

Winners of the Star Child 
Video Contest 

College Level 
First Place: 
Sean Arnold 
Mat Valageon 
Ball State University, Muncie, 
Indiana 

High School Level 
First Place: 
Justin Olson 
Belle Fourche UMC, Belle 
Fourche, South Dakota 

llba ...... Gloiap 
"Waiting for Jesus" by Bexley 
United Methodist Church, 
Columbus, Ohio, Ohio West 
Conference. The photo was taken 
by Dr. Brian Wallace of Shannon, 
Kirsten, and Christian. The banner 
was designed by Debra Sharp, and 
the project coordinated by Cheryl 
Enders. Cloth, photo, and paint. 

Child/Group 
"Let the Children Come". by the 
elementary students of Tigard 
United Methodist Church, Tigard, 
Oregon, the Pacific Northwest 
Conference. A mosaic of magazine 
photos cut out and glued on plastic. 
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Muamer Vele and Marija Zeko 
Gomji Vakuf sustained heavy dam
ages and casu alties in the early 
1990s as Croa tians and Muslims 
began fighting over the town. 
Before Yugoslavia's independence, 
the town was h e ld toge ther b y 
authoritarian rule. The center street 
through Gomji Vakuf now divides 
the town into two communities . 
The Croatian Uskop ije, w ith its 
Catholic church, has established its 
own government and currency. The 
Muslim Gornji Va kuf, w ith its 
mosques, maintains a separate gov-

ernment and community on the 
other side of the street. UMCOR, 
however, agreed to build the Youth 
House only if children and youth 
from both sides of the street could 
benefit from its programs. The facil
ity was built on the dividing line, 
so it stands in both communities. 
UMCOR hired both Muslims and 
Croats to staff the center. 

Muamer Vele and Marija Zeko of 
Bosnia shared their experiences as 
participants of the Gornji-Vakuf 
UMCOR Youth House Program. 
They told how, as young people 
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whose lives were divided by war, 
they have come together through 
the youth program to "build 
bridges." Excerpts from their con
versation follow. 

MARIJA 
Before the war, we would say 
we're from Gornji Vakuf, a small 
town in central Bosnia; now I say I 
am from Uskopije. 
MU AMER 
And I say I am from Gomji Vakuf. 
MARIJA 
Now there are two different towns. 
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MU AMER 
But we know that it is still the same 
town, divided by one street. 
MARIJA 
We go to different schools now. 
MU AMER 
We use a different currency. 
MARIJA 
We don' t cross the line. 
MU AMER 
Nor do we. 
MARIJA 
The only exception is to go to the 
youth center. 
MU AMER 
And the same is true in my case. 
MARIJA 
In Uskopije, there is not much for 
youth to do. One can wander the 
streets, but one sees destroyed 

Marija and Muamer 

homes and buildings as well as sad 
faces and no smiles. My friends 
and I decided to see what was tak
ing place at the youth center. We 
discovered that we could sign up 
for training in English, computers, 
and ecology. 
MU AMER 
In Gornji Vakuf there was only 
school and the coffee bars. I did not 

have a choice until the youth center 
was developed. I signed up to learn 
English. 
MARIJA 
Muamer and I s tudy English 
together. We also watch movies and 
attend other activities at the center. 
MU AMER 
We make many friends. 
MARIJA 
And not just friends from our side 
of town. 
MU AMER 
We see former friends that attended 
school with us before the war-but 
from whom we are now separated 
because they live on the other side 
of the street. 
MARIJA 
We are divided by rules that adults 
have made. 
MU AMER 
And we do not like these rules. 
MARIJA 
We do not follow them. 
MU AMER 
We want to be together as youths. 
MARIJA 
And we do it! 
MU AMER 
We learn ... 
MARIJA 
And we have fun. 
MU AMER 
And we do it together. 
MARIJA 
In the youth center, I discovered 
that there are no enemies on the 
other side of the street-but children, 
just like me, who w ant to learn. 
They want to meet us and be with 
us. 
MU AMER 
Now I have a chance to change my 
future and rebuild the lost trust. I 
am slowly building a bridge of 
trust again-step by step . 
MARIJA 
In the youth center, each one of us 
is building a small bridge over the 
street that divides our lives. We are 
building a bridge that adults cannot 
build. 

A close-up of the mosque spire in Gornji 
Vakuf 

Byron Tso 

Byron Tso of the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference is a political 
science major. The grandson of a 
United Methodist pastor, he plans 
to pursue a career in law. Last sum
mer, Byron served as a summer 
intern with the General Board of 
Global Ministries at the Fort Yuma 
Uni ted Me th odist Church in 
Arizona. Recalling that experience, 
Byron noted that he was among 30 
young adults ch osen by the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
and assigned to various projects 
across the country. Byron cited his 
s tron g interes t in workin g wi th 
Native American youth as what led 
him to the summer intern program. 
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Yuma United Methodist Church in Yuma, Arizona. 

There was also the need to "give 
back," he added. "The church has 
always been there for me as a 
youth and I wanted to give back 
what I received." 

After initial training in Atlanta, 
Georgia, he was assigned to work 
with ative American youth in 
Yuma, Arizona, at the Fort Yuma 
United Methodist Church. Byron 
also worked at the Fort Yuma 
Indian Reservation. Raised on a 
reservation in his early years, Byron 
said that he had the advantage of 
knowing what to exp ct with his 
assignment. 

He discovered that about 60 per
cent of the population was unem
ployed in Fort Yuma. "Many of the 
people on the reservation are v ic
tims of alcohol and drug abuse," he 
stated. "There is a high rate of high
school dropouts and there is gang 
violence." 

He immediately noticed the lack 
of you th when he arrived at the 
church. "There were primarily 
elderly persons attending," he said. 
"They were the only ones involved 
wi th the church. I had to go out 
into the communi ty and interact 
with the youth-just invite them to 
church. Located on a hill at the top 

of the community, the church stood 
above the people. Before I began to 
interact and welcome them, they 
did not think they were as good as 
others, or that they had the privi
lege of entering the church. 

"Once they were welcomed, more 
and more started to come. I built 
relationships with them and devel
oped a strong youth group. 
Activities in which I participated 
with them included swimming, 
fishing, volleyball, and basketball. 
Most importantly, I listened and 
talked with them." 

Byron pointed out that many of 
the young people simply needed 
attention- "a ttention that they 
were not receiving at home," he 
expressed with sadness. He said 
that toward the end of his term, he 
held vacation Bible School. "We 
spen t hours talking about the 
Scriptures and discussing what it 
meant to be a part of the family of 
God," h e shared. "These young 
people did not know about the 
relationship; it was hard to explain 
to them that someone loves them. 

"It was hard for me to leave. This 
was a great experience and one in 
which m y faith in God became 
s tronger. It also helped me realize 
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that youth need to receive the love 
of God . I am convinced that as 
Christians, we must take responsi
bility to spread His love to all His 
children." 

Nancy Pereira 
Nancy Pereira, a writer and gifted 
s toryteller, teaches Hebrew at the 
Selesiana School of Theology and a 
course in Bible at the Religious 
Congregation of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

A mother of two children, Rev. 
Pereira has written children's cur
riculum for the Methodist Church 
of Brazil. Addressing the devasta
tion of thousands of Latin 
American street children, she urged 
that the church extend its outreach 
beyond the work it is presently 
doing. "Right now, the majority of 
our institutions provide education 
for only middle-class children," she 
emphasized as she cited Brazil's 
rise in child prostitution, increased 
drug usage among children, and 
the overall abandonment of chil
dren. "As Methodists [and United 
Methodists] we have to ask some 
internal questions," Rev. Pereira 
challenged. "We must identify how 
we are giving ideological and reli
gious support to a global econom
ic / political system that asks that 
children be sacrificed to produce a 
more profitable marketplace." She 
spoke of the difficulty of maintain
ing church daycare and community 
centers in Brazil. She urged congre
gations to link their charitable 
efforts to help abandoned and poor 
children with a call for political par
ticipation that s eks to end the 
unju s t system, a sy tern that 
excludes children born in poverty. 
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Grafa Machel 
Ms. Grac;a Machel, widow of 
President Samora Machel of 
Mozambique, heads a community 
development foundation and is 
chairperson of the United Nation's 
first study on the impact of war on 
children. 

According to Machel, more than 2 
million children have died in con
flicts over the past decade and over 
15 million more have been serious
ly injured, permanently disabled, or 
traumatized by war. Highlighting 
the work she was involved in dur
ing the first years of independence 
in Mozambique, Machel told of 
development programs that 
expanded into primary schools in 
every village. During the civil 
unrest: "There were attacks on 
schools," she said. "Children and 
teachers were killed and some chil
dren were kidnapped to be trained 
as soldiers. 

''What we learned is that so-called 
'internal conflicts' are actually wars 
against civilians- not the state or a 
government-and they are wars 
against the most vulnerable, the 
children. However, entire families 
are killed. Communities are forced 
to take flight. Children make up 
half the population of refugee 
camps. Forced to walk long dis
tances without sufficient food, chil
dren are among the first to die of 
malnutrition. In these desperate sit
uations of war, children as young as 
eight years old are recruited to 
become killers. Their values are nat
urally affected in that they are 
taught not to place worth on 
human life. They learn how to han
dle a gun-to kill or be killed . 
Psychological and emotional harm 

comes from loss of their families 
homes, and schools. It is very sad~ 
In rural areas, there is a generation 
whose only school is the school of 
violence. 

"What is needed is reorientation, 
rehabilitation, and reintegration of 
two major institutions-family and 
school. Within the community, reli
gious institutions are extremely 
important to help bring back moral 
values. Children who have not 
known stable families need to be 
taught how to live in an organized 
society before they themselves 
become parents. Destabilization of 
individuals and entire communities 
will prevail in this country for more 
than one generation if concrete 
measures are not taken now. 

"I think the church is being effec
tive, but would suggest that its 
work expand beyond individuals 
who are members of the church. As 
an institution, the church should 
find ways of reaching more young 
people and youth organizations 
that exist throughout the country. 
The church has experience in devel
oping networks within communi
ties. It should continue to train 
women and to serve children
especially in the schools. 

"The church can also extend eco
nomic support to help facilitate 
families that bring orphaned chil
dren into their h omes, which is 
what we encourage communities to 
do. Orphanages can fill basic mate
rial needs of food, shelter, and edu
cation, but we feel that a home is a 
better alternative. The church can 
help receiving families sustain 
themselves and these children they 
have accepted on behalf of society. 

"As in the past, the Methodist 
Church still has an opportunity to 
be of influence in building human 
and moral values-and not just 
through the giving of material 
resources. The church can share in 
human relationships whereby you 
give a bit of your soul to someone 
else." 

Daniel Mulunda Ngoy 
The Reverend Daniel Mulunda 
Ngoy is a United Methodist minis
ter from the North Shaba, Zaire, 
Annual Conference, who is com
mitted to ministries of peace and 
reconciliation among youth in situ
ations of conflict throughout Africa. 
He holds a Master ' s Degree in 
Theology and International Peace. 

Speaking about the tragedy of 
events occuring in Zaire even as we 
gathered, Ngoy gave heart-wrench
mg testimony of the death of his six
year-old nephew in Kinshasa . 
"Yesterday, the only son of my 
brother, Marunda, died because 
Zaire had a general strike," he 
shared. "There were no taxis, no 
cars, or any means by which he 
could be transported to a hospital." 
There was a curfew, he explained, 
and told how his brother knocked 
helplessly from door to door seek
ing transportation for the sick child, 
who died in his mother's arms. 

Rev. Ngoy urged participants not 
to weep for the loss of his young 
nephew but to act on the child' s 
behalf and on the behalf of all the 
suffering and dying children of 
war. "I am going back to Zaire," he 
stated. "I am going back because I 
know children like Marunda are 
dying every day. I am going back to 
make demands for him, and to tell 
the women of Zaire to refuse to be 
consoled by the system that is 
killing our children." He pleaded 
that all those gathered go back into 
their own worlds and bring light 
where there is darkness and hope 
where there is despair. 

Brenda Wilkinson is a staff writer for 
the General Board of Global Ministries. 
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Staff member forge Domingues and Ellen Guldseth, of 
Alaska, in the Global Village. 

World Youth Gdther in Kdnsds City 
Hunched over, knees bent, face in 
hands, Mother Africa wails, lamenting 
the state of her children: Zaire, Ivory 
Coast, Liberia, Sierra Leone, South 
Africa, and Angola. 

"Where are all of my children, where 
have they gone?" she cries. 

"Right here, mama. I'm here," war
bles Zaire, pain and suffering dripping 
down her face. 

The crying continu~s: "Where have 
all my children gone?" 

Slowly, one by one, the rest of Mother 
Africa's children return, bearing the 
horrors and atrocities they have seen 
and experienced--disease, famine, and 
wa r. Comforted by their return, 
Mother Africa envelops her children in 
her arms and caresses them, ensuring 
them that everything will be all right. 

Mirroring a CNN report on war 
torn countries, this scene came 
from a skit that was performed by 
youth from the Africa region at the 

by Adrian Vega 

Youth Go Global (YGG) event in 
Kansas City, held April 7-10. 
Preceding Global Gathering III, 
Youth Go Global brought together 
39 youth from 21 different coun
tries to address the pressing issues 
that they face in their respective 
countries and regions. 

"The purpose of Youth Go Global 
is to give youth leaders and youth 
workers from around the world the 
opportunity to talk about the prob
lems that young people face and to 
come up with viable proposal or 
solutions to address these prob
lems," said Jorge Domingues, exec
utive director for Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries at the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

The issues addressed included 
refugees and migration, violence, 
poverty, unemployment, educa
tion, and health (AIDS). For two 
days, the group grappled with 
these issues through worship, Bible 

study, small groups, and plenary 
sessions. The worship services and 
Bible studies were led by different 
regions, fos tering a multicultural 
environment, with each group 
offering their own cultural touch. 
Garland Pierce, young adult intern 
for the World Council of Churches, 
United States office, facilitated the 
plenary sessions. 

Through this cros -cultural inter
action and exchange, the stark dif
ferences between the realities of 
youth and young adults in the fir t 
and third worlds were made strik
ingly clear. Although many of our 
youth in the United States face 
debilitating problems, such as gang 
violence, poverty, and drug addic
tion, the majority of them, without 
recognizing it as such, have the 
luxury of playing video games, 
watching MTV, and s urfing the 
Web. Many of our brother and 
sisters in Latin America, Africa, 
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and Asia have no guarantee of their 
next meal or that they will ever see 
their familie s again b ecause of 
wars, civil unrest, and uns table 
economies and governments . 
However, the gap between these 
two realities may have narrowed 
with two events that complement
ed the YGG event: an urban expo
sure work day and the Kansas City 
Sensation. 

On Thursday, April 10, at the con
clusion of the youth convocation, 
youth from YGG were provided 
with the opportunity to participate 
in various work projects run by 
ReStart Inc ., a community-based, 
interfaith organization committed 
to helping the homeless in Kansas 
City. Ten youth from nine countries 
helped in the preparation of meals 
for the homeless and the refurbish
ing of a transitional-living apart
ment that will be used b y the 
ReStart program. 

"The exposure gave the youth 
from other countries a good 
glimpse of the many faces of pover
ty and homelessness in the United 
States," commented Garland 
Pierce, who assisted in the work 
project. 

Likewise, at the Kansas City 
Sensation, youth from the United 
States were provided with the 
opportunity to hear youth from 
around the world speak about the 
realities in their native countries. 
About 500 youth from Kansas City 
and the surrounding area gathered 
at the Bartle Hall convention center 
to celebrate and learn about the 
various cultures represented at the 
YGG event. The session was led by 
the Rev. John Yambasum from 
Sierra Leone, Africa . Each region 
provided the large group with a 
synopsis of what it means to be a 
youth in their respective countries 
and songs that represented their 
cultures. For many of the United 
States youth in attendance, the 
Kansas City Sensation exposed 

Edgar de Jesus of the Philippines. 

them to the suffering of millions of 
youth around the world. 

"I'm glad tha t youth from the 
United States had the opportunity 
to learn more about youth from 
around the world . This typ e of 
exposure moves them beyond their 
own env ironment," said Jorge 
Domingues. 

The participants at the YGG event 
represented Korea, the Philippines, 

Malaysia, Hong Kong, India, Zaire, 
Ivory Coast, Liberia, Sierra Leone, 
South Africa, An gola , Egypt, 
Portugal, Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, 
Ecu ad or, Mexico, St . Vincent, 
Jamaica , Pu erto Rico , and the 
United Sta tes . M ission interns 
Sonj a Kim and Tamara Walker 
helped with the tran slation s of 
Korean and Spanish respectively. 
They were joined b y Don ald 
Reasoner, a General Board of 
Global Ministries missionary who 
helped w ith the tran sla tion s of 
Portuguese and Spanish. 

Although many of the problems 
addressed at the Youth Go Global 
event seemed insurmountable, the 
hope that each participant shared 
was that Mother Africa's arms are 
b~g enough to envelop us all. 0 

Adrian Vega is a mission intern with 
the General Board of Global Ministries, 
class of 1994-1997. 

Ngan Leing Leung of Hong Kong, Katia Silva of Brazil and Goumnh Bass of Liberia pre
pared meals for the homeless with a staff member of ReStart in Knnsas City. 
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by Brenda Wilkinson 

The melodies of international songs 
linked the various events that took 
place at Global Gather ing III . 
Through the Global Praise team, 
convened by the Rev. S T 
Kimbrough, Jr., a singer and com
poser who serves as the associate 
general secretary for Miss ion 
Evangelism, songs of praise from 
many parts of the world were 
taught, practiced, and performed 
together by Global Gathering par
ticipants. Beginning with opening 
worship, the fellowship of music 
was the common experience that 
brought people together. Group 
singing extended an opportunity 
for every attendee to participate at 
the Global Gathering. As more than 
5000 voices blended together, 
indeed a sweet, sweet spirit wa in 
that place. 

Moved By a Voice 
Personally moved by the beauty of 
her voice, I turned at the conclusion 
of the opening night worship to 
express appreciation to the woman 
seated behind me. "Oh, it's won
derful to be able to raise my voice 
in song to the highes t," she 
extolled. "It is what makes attend
ing an event like this so mar
velous." She also mentioned how 
much she enjoyed the variety of 
songs presented throughout the 
evening. The lyrics of some of the 
songs were so touching, they made 
her weep. 

Another woman shared that she, 
too, delighted in singing as one 
voice in a massive crowd where she 
could lift her voice in high praise to 
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God: "Something that .would draw 
a lot of stares if I were bold enough 
to try it in my local church," she 
humorously added. 

Children, whose opening night 
participation was a special high
light of the Global Gathering, 
swayed happily to the highly spir
ited songs-especially those of 
Latin origin . It was an African 
American spiritual, "Guide My 
Feet, " that had some audience 
members rocking in time, while 
others happily rocked off time. But 
all offerings of praise were accept
ed in love. A man dressed in full Grace Chan, Winnie Tam, and Teresa Mao, all from California. 
western attire clicked his cowboy 
boots to the rhythm of the songs. 
And there were numerous other 
expressions of celebration and 
appreciation as God's people came 
together in song. I 

Saturday evening was reserved j, 
as an evening of worship through 
music. It began with a procession 
of African drummers (Soundz of 
Africa) and an introduction of 
songs from around the globe. 
Orchestration was also provided 
by the Trinity Jazz Ensemble. The 
evening's worship was telecast 
simultaneously via satellite to sites 
across the country, making the 
worship service available to indi
viduals, conferences, and groups 
with satellite links. The winners of 
the "Star-Child" music video com
petition were announced (seep. 11) 
and the "Legacy of Hope" quilts, 
crafted by Susan Lucky, were pre
sented to 19 mission agencies that 
work with children in the United 
States and around the world. 
Lucky created the quilts as a 
memorial to the 19 children who 
were killed in the Oklahoma City 
bombing. 

It was fitting that the evening 
ended with children spontaneously 
forming a circle down in front of 
the assembly, skipping and danc
ing with glee. Like the music we 
sang, the children, too, were of 

Patrick Matsikenyiri of Zimbabwe. 

many faces coming from many 
places. 
-Brenda Wilkinson 

Global Praise '97 
When we sing the songs to one another, 
we strengthen the bonds of love, unity, 
and peace, and we witness corporately 
to the redemptive love of God in 
Christ.-S T Kimbrough, Jr., Global 
Praise I. 

In 1993, the Mission Evangelism 
Corrunittee of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, The United 

Methodist Church, initia ted the 
Global Praise Program in order to 
gather, receive, and share the songs 
of Methodists and other Christian 
traditions around the world. The 
Global Praise Working Group, con
vened and coordinated b y S T 
Kimbrough, Jr. , is composed of 
authors and composers from a vari
ety of countries, continents, and 
diverse cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds, who meet annually 
to plan the Global Praise Program. 

This year the Global Praise 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1997 19 



The_Global Pr~ise Team led _the Saturday evening worship that was telecast via satellite. The presenters 
are identified 111 the order pictured above at the end of the article. 
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Working Group met in Overland 
Park, Kansas, at the Valley View 
United Methodist Church, April 7-
9, just before Global Gathering III. 
The team provided leadership for 
Global Praise '97, a series of work
shops and worship experiences 
designed to introduce clergy, 
church musicians, and laity (both 
adults and youth) to the music of 
Global Praise I, the songbook pro
duced by the Global Praise 
Working Group. Global Praise I is 
published by the General Board of 
Global Ministries and was intro
duced at the 1996 General 
Conference in Denver, Colorado. 

Two new resources were intro
duced at Global Praise '97: Global 
Praise I: Program and Resource Book 
and Songs for the Poor: Singers 
Edition. The new Global Praise I: 
Program and Resource Book, written 
by the members of the Global 
Praise Working Group, is filled 
with practical ways of introducing 
global music to local congregations. 
Songs for the Poor is a selection of 
hymns by Charles Wesley that con
cern life and ministry among and 
with the poor. 

Close to 60 people from 18 annual 
conferences participated in the 
workshops. Participants were bro
ken up into small groups, giving 
them easy access to the internation
al faculty of Global Praise '97. Some 

workshops addressed how to cre
ate an opportunity for children and 
youth to learn and sing the interna
tional music. Another introduced 
the use of diverse rhythms into a 
worship context. One workshop 
explored how worship leaders 
might introduce parishioners to a 
more diverse worship service that 
includes different cultural, ethnic, 
and linguistic traditions. A look at 
praise through the use of canons 
and coritos (short choruses) and 
story-telling songs interested some 
participants. All participants we~e 
invited for a "composers' and 
authors' roundtable" in which they 
could share their own compositions 
and songs with each other and with 
the Global Praise '97 faculty. 

ST Kimbrough, Jr. 
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While the heart of the gospel message 
has been sustained through the witness 
of song, the singers and the forms of the 
songs have changed over the last centu
ry and a half Yet the music is impera
tive if we are to move beyond ourselves, 
relate to others, and build communi
ty ... . Global Praise I seeks to enable 
and facilitate indigenous songs among 
peoples for the enrichment of life, wor
ship, and witness. The spirit reflected 
in these songs is that there is no superi
or cu lture or art in expressing the 
praise of God. D 

ST Kimbrough, Jr., Global Praise I. 

Global Praise Presenters 
Pablo Sosa, Argentina 
Ludmila Pavlovna Garbuzova, 
Russia 
George Mulrain, United 
Kingdom/ Trinidad and Tobago 
Marilyn Hofstra, Arcata, California 
Patrick Matsikenyiri, Zimbabwe 
Melva W. Costen, Atlanta, Georgia 
Carlton R. Young, Nashville, TN. 
Raquel Gutierrez-Ach6n, 
Cuba/ United States 
Per Harling, Sweden 
Hartmut Handt, Germany 
Ivor H . Jones, United Kingdom 
Simei Ferreira de Barros Monteiro, 
Brazil 
Lim Swee Hong, Singapore 

Not pictured: 
David Pluess, Switzerland 
S T Kimbrough, Jr., New York, NY 

Recordings of Songs for the Poor 
and Global Praise I songs on cassette 
tapes or CDs and the Global Praise I 
book are available through the 
Service Center, General Board of 
Global Ministries, 7820 Reading 
Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, 
OH 45222-1800. Call and order toll
free, 1-800-305-9857. 

Other recordings available at the 
Service Center are: 
Africa Praise I (Africa University 
Choir) Russian Praise (First UMC 
Choir, Moscow, Russia) 
Spirituals (Cynthia Wilson Felder 
and ST Kimbrough, Jr.) 
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MISSION MEMO 
Leaders Stand Against Coup 
As of late June, Bishop Joseph P. 
Humper of The United Methodist 
Church in Sierra Leone, along with 
other religious leaders of the 
Interreligious Council of Sierra 
Leone, has stood firm on the coun
try's right to be ruled by Sierra 
Leone's elected president. The 
Council has met with the leaders of 
the Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Council (AFRC) and demanded 
that they step down and allow 
President Ahmad Tejan Kabba to 
return. Coup leaders, led by Major 
Johnny Paul Koromah, have asked 
the religious leaders for two years 
in which to establish their own gov
ernment. Koromah was sworn in as 
head of state in June. 

The ·Rev. John Yambasu, director 
of Christian Education and Youth 
Ministries for the Sierra Leone 
Annual Conference, reports that 
food supplies are low and expen
sive, looting is rampant, and rape is 
an ever-present threat. Yambasu 
also says that three out of five peo
ple on the street are likely to be car
rying an automatic weapon. United 
Methodists in Sierra Leone ask for 
prayers. Contributions toward 
relief may go to Advance# 982450-8 
designated for Sierra Leone. 

UMCOR Staff Changes 
The Deputy General Secretary of 
UMCOR, The Rev. Kenneth Lutgen, 
Jr., accepted an appointment as 
senior pastor at Webster Hills 
United Methodist Church in St. 
Louis, Missouri, in June. Former 
directors of the General Board of 
Global Ministries and avid mission 
volunteers, the Rev. Dr. Leon 
Adkins and Mrs. Bonnie Totten 
Adkins, have been named as inter
im deputy geperal secretaries of the 

Health and Relief Unit while a 
search for a new deputy general 
secretary continues. The Adkins, 
now retired in Vermont, have led 
volunteer work teams to Bosnia, 
Hungary, Mozambique, the 
Dominican Republic, and 
Nicaragua. They have both been 
elected as delegates to various 
jurisdictional and general confer
ences over the years. 

Advance Celebration 
The General Council on Ministries, 
meeting in Birmingham, Alabama, 
in April, approved October 26, 1997 
as the date when the church will 
officially launch anniversary cele
brations for the SOth Anniversary of 
the Advance for Christ and his 
Church. Last month's July-August 
New World Outlook provided 
churches with ideas on how to cele
brate the anniversary. 

Florida-Cuba Relations 
Delegates in Florida approved a 
covenant to foster cooperative min
istries between the Florida Annual 
Conference and the Methodist 
Church of Cuba. The Florida 
Conference had strong ties to the 
church between 1902 and 1968, the 
time of the Cuban Revolution. The 
Cuban Church, an autonomous 
church after 1968, had been a mis
sion outreach of the United States. 
Florida's Bishop Cornelius L. 
Henderson signed the official docu
ment with Hernandez Torres, who 
represented Cuba's Bishop 
Gustavo Cruz. Bishop Cruz is recu
perating from a severe stroke. 
Through the covenant, both 
churches will work together to 
strengthen their ministries. The 
Florida Annual Conference plans to 
send work teams to Cuba to 

rebuild churches and parsonages 
and to help build Canaan Camp 
Assembly, a retreat center. 

Cuban Trade Act 
A bipartisan group of 12 congres

sional representatives has spon
sored the "Cuban Humanitarian 
Trade Act of 1997." The National 
Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States and the United 
Methodist General Board of 
Church and Society have given 
support to the act. If passed, the act 
would permit US companies to sell 
medicine and food to Cuba. The 
NCC plans to begin a bipartisan 
campaign to address the negative 
effects that the US embargo of food 
and medicine to Cuba has on the 
people of Cuba. 

Deaths 
Adelia Robinson, retired mission
ary who served with the Women's 
Division in the United States for 
more than 31 years, died January 
18, 1997 ... Doyle N. Morton, retired 
missionary with 6 years of service 
in Brazil, died February 1, 
1996 ... Delmar R. Byler, retired mis
sionary with 7 years of service in 
Hong Kong, died May 2, 1997 ... Eva 
K. Logue, retired missionary who 
served with the Women's Division 
in India for 34 years, died May 18, 
1997 ... Ada Mae Bookman, retired 
missionary who served with the 
Women's Division in Angola for 11 
years, died May 26, 1997 ... Mary C. 
Kennedy, retired missionary who 
served with the Women's Division 
for 13 years in Peru, died May 26, 
1997, at the age of 94 ... Marguerite 
D. Pugh, retired missionary who 
served with the Women's Division 
for 31 years in Zimbabwe, died 
June 2, 1997, at the age of 90. 
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The Rev. Emanuel Cleaver, Mayor of 
Kansas City, delivered the Sunday morn
ing message to the gathering. 

and Lydia Cincore Templeton were 
commissioned for full-time service. 
They had served as short-term mis
sionaries with the Children' s 
Village· in Coma, Zaire. Their full
time assignment will be determined 
soon. 

When United Methodist mission
aries are commissioned for service, 
they receive the anchor cross. The 
anchor cross was especially associ
ated with early missionaries who 
had to travel by sea in order to 
spread the Gospel. In the early days 
of persecution, before crucifixion 
was abolished as a death penalty, 
Christians were cautious about dis
playing the cross openly. Since they 
could see the image of a cross in 
everyday objects, they began to use 
those objects to symbolize their 
newfound faith. The ship's anchor 
was one such symbol. 

After the missionaries were com
missioned for service, the assem
bled congregation was also called to 
mission. Each audience member 
was presented with an anchor cross 
pin to "wear as a sign of your ' yes' 
to God's call." Judy Vasby, attend
ing from Wisconsin, describes her 
experience. , 

The commissioning 
by Judy vasby 

I came to closing worship dressed 
casually for travel, since our confer
ence bus was to pick up our group 
right at Bartle Hall immediately 
after the service. We were planning 
to drive straight home, a 12-hour 
ride. I couldn' t help but feel a bit 
shabby and kept thinking that I 
should have dressed up for this 
auspicious occasion and planned 
some way to change to more com
fortable clothes once we got on the 
road. Even though in my mind I 
was sure that God accepts people 
no matter how they are dressed, in 
my heart I felt that I was being less 
than respectful. 

When it came time to commission 
all of us attending to be active in 
mission wherever we should go in 
life, I squirmed inside because I did 
not feel properly dressed to receive 

such an important charge. Bu t as 
the anchor pins were being handed 
out, a comforting thought sudden
ly came to mind: my travel clothes 
were m ore representa tive of m y 
everyday life than were my formal 
Sunday clothes, since most of my 
time is spent in casual clothes, any
way. What better way to be called 
to mission than in my "work" 
clothes? So when the person next to 
me handed me the anchor pin and 
said: "Consider your call," I was 
eager to receive it, yet profoundly 
humbled by the realization of how 
personal and gracious God is about 
providin g opp ortunities for 
grow th, even to the ex tent of 
involving something so dissimilar, 
yet ordinary, as anchor pins and 
casual clothes. O 

Judy Vasby, of Cambridge, Wisconsin, 
is a member of Willerup United 
Methodist Church. 

Bishop Ann Sherer, Ms. Sara Shingler, Bishop Dan Solomon, The Rev. Emanuel ~lea?er, 
Dr. Randolph Nugent, and Bishop Isaias Gutierrez commission Teresa Rose Rynktew1c/1 to 
missionary service. 
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Pattonsburg, Missouri: 
Volunteers Rebuild a Church 
by Christie R. House 

While vents tran pired at the Global Gathering in Kansas City, another 
group of fa ithful United Methodis ts quietly went about the work of 
rebuild ing a United Methodis t church in the town of Pattonsburg, 
Mi ouri. The town of Pattonsburg suddenly found itself under five feet of 
wat r when the Grand River flooded in the spring of 1993. This was fol
lowed by an even bigger flood in 1995. The church wasn't the only struc
ture that needed rebuilding. In fact, the people of Pattonsburg voted to 
move the town-not that they had much choice but to accept the govern
ment buyout. 

About two-thirds of the people in town have now moved to higher 
ground in the new town of Pattonsburg, about three miles from the old 
town. A new business district is slowly rising on the horizon, with new 
shops and businesses. There is a deli with a wall mural that depicts the old 
town of Pattonsburg. Soon there will be a new United Methodist Church. 

Each one helps the other, saying to one another, "Take courage!" The artisan encourages the goldsmith, and the one who 
smooths with the hammer encourages the one who trikes the anvil, saying of the soldering, "It is good"; and they fasten it 
with nails so that it cannot be moved. 

Jack Tessier an 
UMC. 

The Mis! 
has been 
Builders, a 

Isaiah 41:6-7 company, ta 

Abandoned backyards of the old Pattonsburg. The water Level rose five to six fee t on the houses. 
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Jack Tessier and Norman Winkelman pitch in to lay the floor of the new Pattonsburg 
UMC. 

The Missouri-West Conference 
has been working with Faith 
Builders, a non-profit contracting 
company, to build new churches in 
the Western Missouri Conference. 
Faith Builders, owned by Jim 
Massey, a United Methodist, coor
dinates volunteer building projects 
for nonprofit agencies. Max Marble 
of the Office of Creative Ministries 
of the East and West Missouri 
Conferences contacted Massey to 
see if Faith Builders would be inter-
ested in the job. Massey agreed and 
the Pattonsburg United Methodist 
Church contracted Faith Builders to 
start the work. Faith Builders 
charges only the cost of materials 
and the contracting expenses to its 
clients. A grant of $90,000 was 
received from the UMCOR 
Bishops' Appeal for the Midwest 
Floods to start the rebuilding pro
ject and move the parsonage. One 
of the church members donated a 
wheat field by the highway for the 
new site. 

The plan was to have the project 

Global Gathering so that partici
pants could travel to Pattonsburg 
and pitch in to help build the 
church. Unfortunately, the weather 
did not cooperate. For most of the 
days of that week in April, skies 
were gray with rain and snow and 
temperatures often dropped below 
freezing . Most of the Global 
Gathering participants elected to 

stay in Kansas City. A few, like Jack 
and Lucille Dockery of Hyde Park, 
New York, ventured out. Others, 
including Norman Winkelman of 
Jamestown, North Dakota; Bob 
Morrison, dean of the Missouri East 
cabinet; Mike Button of Woods 
Chapel UMC in Lee's Summit, 
Missouri; and Warren Vandagriff, 
Paul Dittmer, and Paul Rexroad of 
Missouri United Methodist Church 
in Columbia, Missouri, joined the 
builders too. The low turnout did 
not stop the Faith Builders from 
continuing with their task. They 
started the foundation for the 
church and laid the decking for the 
floor. 

Now, long after Bartle Hall has 
stopped echoing with the sounds of 
wonderful speakers, the laughter of 
children, and international music 
led by the Global Praise team, that 
group of Faith Builders in 
Pattonsburg is still at work on its 
task. Soon, and very soon, the 
sounds of worship will be heard in 
the halls of a new United Methodist 
Church, a church built by faith, 
with "each one encouraging the 
other." 0 

Christie R. House is the associate editor 
for New World Outlook. 

going on at the same time as the A parishioner donated a plot of land by the highway for the new church. 
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lntemally displaced families i11 
Myanmar-people who /tad lived in 
Yangon were moi1ed to a new settlement 
called Hlaing Thayar to clear the way for 
neu1 development i11 Yangon 

The Global Gathering presented 
many opportunities for mission
minded United Methodists to meet. 
Meetings began about a week 
before the Global Gathering and 
continued for a week after the 
Bartle Hall events were tom down. 
Some of the meetings were formal, 
such as the Spring Board Meeting 
of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. Others were planned 
around the event, taking advantage 
of the fact that many conference 
mission secretaries and committee 
members would be attending the 
Gathering. 

The 1996 Book of Discipline 
instructs all annual conferences to 
support the work of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) and urges them to set up 
three annual conference commit
tees: a conference refugee commit
tee, a conference hunger committee 
with a hunger coordinator, and a 
conference disaster response com
mittee. Training sessions were held 
for all three of these groups in 
Kansas City, Missouri, during the 
Global Gathering. 

Hunger Coordinators 
The hunger coordinators relate to 
UMCOR's World/Hunger Poverty 
ministry. During their training ses
sion, hunger coordinators were 
introduced to ways in which they 
might educate the United 
Methodist constituency about the 

cause and persistence of world 
hunger. The meeting opened with 
an exercise that urged participants 
to focus on what countries and 
populations in the world are most 
affected by hunger. With a large 
map of the world on the floor and 
a pile of peanuts, they were asked 
to put the peanuts in the countries 
where they thought people suf
fered most from hunger and mal
nutrition. After some time confer
ring with one another, David Gill, 
the workshop leader, moved the 
peanuts so that they reflected the 
correct distribution of hungry pop
ulations. Gill then asked the group 
to do the exercise again, guessing 
which countries received the most 
food and which received very lit
tle. The exercise proved to be a 
good ice breaker for the group and 
was informative as well. 

The 35 or so conference coordina
tors broke into smaller groups and 
brainstormed about how to pro
vide education for various groups 
in their home conferences. Some 
worked out a program for a youth 
group while others worked on 
how to educate Sunday school 
classes. The workshop was 
designed to provide "a smorgas
bord of ideas" for the coordinators 
to take back home and to let them 
know about the resources that are 
available. 

David Gill has worked with 
Heifer Project International for 11 
years. He is a hunger educator and 
activist and frequently takes 
groups on mission volunteer trips. 

Disaster Response Training 
More than 80 people, disaster 
response coordinators appointed 
by their conferences and members 
of UMCOR's catastrophic disaster 
response team, participated in dis
aster response workshops at 
Global Gathering ill. Planned and 
coordinated by VITginia Miller, dis
aster network manager, and 

Gordon Knuckey, disaster field 
staff, workshops were led by select
ed members of the team, with pre
sentations by Lloyd Rollins, assis
tant general secretary for 
Emergency Response, Larry 
Powell, UMCOR's response trainer 
for the central conferences, and 
Larry Zinainger from the office of 
the associate director of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). 

The large group broke down into 
four smaller groups according to 
the regions where they live . The 
conference disaster coordinators are 
available to help UMCOR adminis
ter relief and recovery efforts in the 
event that a disaster strikes within 
th~ir conference or region. They 
form part of UMCORs disaster 
response network. The groups 
received training about what to do 
in the event of a disaster, with 
workshops on: communications, 
the logistics of setting up a relief 
effort, how to manage volunteers, 
how to provide pastoral care, how 
to care for and reassure children 
and youth, and case work and 
advocacy for victims. 

All participants were briefed 
about the new agreement that 
UMCOR signed with FEMA in 
April. The agreement clarifies the 
relationship between FEMA, the 
federal agency responsible for coor
dinating disaster relief in the 
United States, and UMCOR, the 
relief agency of The United 
Methodist Church. UMCOR recog
nizes the authority of FEMA in the 
event of a major disaster and 
FEMA's roll in coordinating volun
teer agencies to provide an efficient 
and effective unified response to 
disaster-preventing the duplica
tion of efforts by the various volun
teer agencies involved. FEMA 
agrees to provide office space for 
UMCOR personnel in disaster field 
offices, when appropriate, and to 
notify UMCOR of relevant changes 
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Rohingyan Refugees from Burma in a Bangladeshi refugee camp. 
Below left: Emmy Lou Jolin tums a potter's wheel in the North America exhibit section. 
Right: Disaster coordinators mobilize to respond to hurricane damage, as when this 
Anguillan Methodist Church lost its roof during Hurricane Luis's visit to the West Indies 
in 1995. 

in FEMA regulations and proce
dures. UMCOR will also be noti
fied when FEMA offers training 
and other educational opportuni
ties. FEMA may assign UMCOR to 
provide specific assistance in times 
of disaster and UMCOR will per
mit federal agencies to distribute 
supplies, equipment, and services 
through UMCOR emergency assis
tance programs. UMCOR agrees to 
keep FEMA informed of its disaster 
response activities. UMCOR has 
had a similar agreement with the 
Red Cross since 1977. 

Refugee Ministries 
A few d ays before the Global 
Ga ther ing began, the Annual 
Conference Refugee Coordinators 

attended an intensive two-day 
training workshop organized by 
UMCOR Refugee Unit staff mem
bers. Coordinators from 35 annual 
conferences attended workshops 
and presentations on the many 
facets of refugee ministry and how 
ministry to refugees can be most 
effectively carried out in this time 
of challenge for newcomers in the 
United States. The focus of the 
workshop was to equip coordina
tors with inspiration, information, 
and materials that would help 
them to minister to the uprooted in 
their annual conferences and local 
churches. 

The workshop took place in the 
context of current massive global 
uprootedness: estimates of 15 mil
lion refugees, 30 million internally 
displaced persons, and even more 
millions of migrants worldwide. At 
the same time, western nations are 
closing their doors to newcomers. 
An overview of the current stark 
situation was presented by means 
of a video, a panel presentation on 
the root causes of this massive 
migration, and a review of refugee 
terminology, United States admis
sion policies, and last year's immi
gration and welfare legislation as it 
impacts refugees and asylum seek
ers coming to the United States. 
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Such facts and figures were bal
anced by worship experiences and 
emphasis on the biblical call to wel
come sojourners and recognize the 
face of Christ in each of them. 

Ways in which local churches 
could implement the biblical man
date to welcome the sojourner were 
discussed-by assisting newly 
arriving refugees, by support of 
UMCOR's refugee Advance 
Specials, and by taking up the 
cause of sojourners through advo
cacy to limit the harm inflicted on 
legal immigrants and refugees by 
last year's immigration and welfare 
reform legislation. The group dis
cussed that another way for 
churches to help support refugees 
and displaced persons is to join the 
campaign to ban the production 
and sale of landmines. Local 
churches can also find ways to plan 
joint projects with refugee and 
immigrant communities in their 
areas. Special attention was given 
to how to communicate effectively 
in the annual conference. The 
workshop training concluded with 
coordinators discussing the neces
sary elements for a conference plan 
for refugee ministry. They commit
ted themselves to formulating and 
enacting the plan. 0 

Christie R. House is the associate editor 
of New World Outlook. 
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Getting a Perspective on Things 

I felt pretty good upon learning 
that crime is down, unemployment 
is down, and more countries are 
trying democracy. But then I read 
that the drug problem is getting 
worse, sexual promiscuity is 
increasing, and the family is being 
destroyed. 

Which perspective is right? 
The litmus test often used to 

answer this question is: in whose 
interest is it to believe that a certain 
point of view is true? 

There's only one thing wrong 
with the litmus test. In whose inter
est is it to apply litmus tests? 

So saying that someone is benefit
ing from a particular viewpoint 
gets us ·nowhere. Then how do we 
deal with critics of our society, who 
often make it appear that we are 
going down, down, down? And 
similarly, how do we deal with the 
boosters, who say everything is 
trending up, up, up? 

Our old friend Saint Paul had 
some words of wisdom on this 
issue. He once wrote: "Some pro
claim Christ from envy and rivalry, 
but others from good will. . . What 
does it matter? Just this, that Christ 
is proclaimed in every way, 
whether out of false motives or 
true; and in that I rejoice." (Phil. 
1:15, 18) 

Although Paul is here discounting 
motives, he doesn't say that envy 
and rivalry, and presumably other 
sins, are commendable. Most of us 
in the church are used to the notion 
that we have to associate with 
(other) sinners. And we well under
stand that "organized religion" 
requires some compromises. (After 
all, is "disorganized religion" 
morally pure?) 

by Charles Cole 

The church is an institution. It 
needs members, money, and good 
public relations. We used to be fond 
of saying: It doesn't matter whether 
the institution survives. Faithful
ness to the Gospel-mission and 
ministry-these are the things that 
really matter. 

But when we try to separate mis
sion and ministry from the institu
tion, we find that some features of 
institutions are necessary even for 
mission and ministry. 

For example, a congregation that 
is trying to live out its faith by serv
ing the homeless definitely needs 
new members and money. If it 
doesn't receive new members, not 
only will it die but its failure will 
say to other people : the church 
can' t work with the homeless and 
be successful. 

Similarly, institutions must recog
nize that unless they incorporate 
worthwhile goals, they aren't going 
to receive loyalty and support. Not 
only must they have commendable 

goals, but also they have to inte
grate their goals into the way they 
operate. How many times have we 
asked how an individual church 
leader or a religious institution 
could act in a ruthless, harsh, or 
arbitrary manner? And yet they do. 

We want institutions that will 
reflect the mission and ministry 
that we believe in. If we emphasize 
"institutions" we will talk about 
members, money, and results. If we 
emphasize mission and ministry, 
we will talk about justice, service, 
and human community. 

Whether we are going up or 
down depends in large part on 
which side of this equation we 
emphasize. Every equation has a 
middle, however, and in the middle 
of this one is Christ as the neigh
bor-or the neighbor as Christ. 

We North Americans have an 
unfortunate habit of arranging seat
ing at a dinner so that we have peo
ple sitting next to each other who 
are compatible. That way, we imag
ine, they will enjoy talking with 
each other. The only problem is that 
we then leave two people who dis
like each other sitting across the 
table from each other. And that's 
how arguments begin. 

In some parts of Africa, two ene
mies are seated next to each other at 
a banquet because it is more likely 
they will discover the enemy is a 
human being and therefore the two 
might overcome their hostility. 

We in the church ought to be seat
ed next to strangers, outcasts, and 
all those "enemies" whom society 
dislikes. Then we would come clos
er to viewing reality from their per
spective. It's an angle of vision that 
Jesus preferred. 
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Me ag from Lu 
director: 

A 111iss io11 tour is more tlwn just n 
tour. It i n11 experience flint is f ull: of 
;oy and n111nze111e11t at nil that t/ie agen
cies are doing; of appreciation for the 
work of tlie dedicated staff of nil t/ie 
proje ts; of being t/in11kf 11l for n church 
tlznt i, very 11111 Ii alive n it seroes peo
ple i11 need; and of k11owi11g flint we are 
n part of 111nkin a difference in the 
lives of people. A gro11p lenms together, 
wod1ips to ether, and gains n sen e of 
what the rent need are in the areas 
we vi it. 

The one thing tlint 15 years from now 
I'll immediately remember about thi 
trip is nil the little children and the 
lw .-Mar anger, tour group 
m mber. 

"Witne ing Mission in ction," 
the mi ion tour, took place imme
diate! following Global Gathering 
ID, April 13-19, 1997. 

The tour pro ided a valuable 
opportunity to witne and exp ri
ence the important work of the 
church' mi ion a it i carried out 
at different mi ion ites and pro
ject throughout the United States. 
A an e ten ion of the Global 
Gathering theme, "Who e Child Is 
Thi ?," many of the ites and pro
ject included in the mis ion tour 
ministered to children and youth in 
impo erished area . 

Luc Gi t, a deacones who 
works clo ely with mission projects 
throughout the United States, coor
dinated the tour. ot only wa she 
well prepared, he also showed her 
enthu ia m, dedication, and cheer
fulne throughout the tour. The 
ize of the tour group was mall 

thi ear-ten of us, including 
Luc -but we were nonetheless 
able to maintain the itality of the 
group becau e of our intere t and 
our diverse backgrounds. 

11ndny, April 13: 
klnl10111n ity, klahomn 

Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building 
Th fir t top w mad m 

klahoma ity wa th it of th 
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
F d ral Building. R rn mb ring the 
t rribl traged that had occurr d 
th re two ears ago, we walked in 
ii n e around the ar a where the 

building had stood, the boundary 
f which i now marked by a fence. 

On the fence are many keepsakes
pi ture , wreaths of dried flowers, 
p m , and other per anal memen
to - placed by people from all over 

th country. The pain, sorrow, di -
beli f, and angui h of so many peo
ple are poignantly alive through 
th e keep ake . We then gathered 
at The Heartland Chapel to pray for 
h aling and reconciliation . This 
chapel, erected next to the badly 
damaged building of The First 
United Methodist Church of 
Oklahoma City, stands across the 
street from the site of the bombing. 
It is a chapel without walls that 
serves as a place for prayer and 
meditation 24 hours a day. A cross 
stands as the centerpiece of the 
small chapel and the altar is made 
of native stone and granite from the 
bombed Federal building. 

Scenes from the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building-onlookers view the memorial 
fence surrounding the ruins. Opposite p. 30: "Jesus welcomed him home." Restore 
Hope Ministries-see p. 33. 
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Monday, April 14: 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Neighborhood services Organization 
In the morning, we first visi ted Neighborhood Services Organization 
(NSO) in Oklahoma City and we met with Mac Thompson, its acting direc
tor. Established in 1968, NSO is an outgrowth of an inner city ministry 
known as Bethlehem Wesley Center, a program of the Women's Division of 
the General Board of Global Ministries. 

Guided by the principle, "Each person deserves to be treated with digni
ty and self-worth," NSO seeks to "[Help] individuals, families, and com
munities in economic need achieve self-sufficiency by providing emer
gency needs, housing, community development, education, and advoca
cy." NSO focuses its programs in three areas: children's services, housing 
programs, and health and nutrition services. For children's services, NSO 
works closely with Project Adopt in helping with foster care placement 
and adoption. NSO also supports Positive Tomorrows, a school for 
Oklahoma City's children who have no permanent residence. 

NSO offers a variety of housing programs. Transitional Maternity 
Housing provides housing, support, and counseling for women (usually 
unwed teens) who are expecting a child and for new mothers who have no 
place to live. NSO also operates Transitional Single Family Housing, pro
viding housing for families in transition for a period of up to two years 
with counseling, education, and support. Another valuable service offered 
by NSO in partnership with the Community Counseling Center is the Pala 
Duro Apartment program. Pala Duro apartments are single-room occu
pancies for homeless persons with mentally and physically challenging 
conditions. The program also provides residents with therapy and counsel
ing. NSO works with OKC Housing Partners, a referral and information 
source for the homeless of Oklahoma City. 

Because health care is basic to human survival and because many people 
cannot afford adequate health care, a large part of NSO's work involves 
health and nutrition. For low-income women and families, NSO offers 
family planning, pregnancy testing, and prenatal services. N~c:>'s health 
centers also provide the community with pediatric care, ~u~1tional se~
vices, dental services, and counseling for victims of domestic violence. It is 
estimated that NSO's health and nutrition centers serve more than 18,000 
people per year. 

Above: John Goodwin, photographer, Lucy Gist, tour di~ector, and Mac Thompson of 
the Neighborhood Services Organization in Oklahoma Czty. 
Top: Suzy Graves addresses the tour group at Positive Tomorrows. 
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Positive Tomorrows 
Positive Tomorrows is a school for 
Oklahoma City's homeless or 
abandoned children who have no 
regular night-time residence. Suzy 
Graves, the director, told us that in 
addition to being homeless and/ or 
abandoned, most of these children 
have endured physical or sexual 
abuse or severe neglect. 

Positive Tomorrows started in 
two rooms of an inner-city United 
Methodist Church with the belief 
that education is a right for all chil
dren, whether or not they have a 
stable place to live. It is a K-12 
school that seeks to prepare chil
dren for a smooth and relatively 
easy integration-and sometimes, 
reintegration-into the Oklahoma 
City public schools by providing 
them with educational and social 
services. Teachers come from the 
Oklahoma City public school sys
tem. Positive Tomorrows currently 
serves as many as 60 children per 
day. By the end of the school year, 
it will have served more than 2000 
children. The school provides 
clothing, personal hygiene prod
ucts, and other daily necessities for 
the children. 

One of the major goals of Positive 
Tomorrows is to keep the children 
out of shelters for the homeless and 
engaged in fun learning activities 
and experiences. Campfire, one of 
the school's partners, works closely 
with Positive Tomorrows to teach 
life-skills to the children by devel
oping after-school projects, sum
mer camp programs, and comrnu
ni ty service projects. Positive 
Tomorrows works with a child's 
whole family, providing social ser
vices and overall assistance. 
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Oklahoma Indian Missionary conference 
At the office of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference (OIMC), we 
met and spoke with David Wilson, promoter and interpreter for the confer
ence, and the Rev. Julienne Judd, the pas tor of Angie Smith United 
Methodist Church. 

OIMC was established in 1844 shortly after the forced resettlement of 
Native Americans in the Indian Territory. It is presently the only Native 
American conference in The United Methodist Church. OIMC currently 
includes more than 30 Native American tribes in Oklahoma, Texas, and 
Kansas. Membership in the conference is approximately 7400, with about 
100 churches across four districts. 

Christianity among Native Americans has a long history. In fact, by the 
late 1790s, many Native Americans in the southeastern part of the United 
States were already Christians. David told us a story from the Native 
American Trail of Tears. 

When the government of the United States began relocating the Cherokee people 
from the southeast, it told the people to "take only what you need" and gave only 
one wagon for every ten families. One community of Cherokee people thought seri
ously about what thetj might need in the new land and decided to take their beloved 
Methodist Church building with them. They literally took apart the building, 
loaded it onto the wagon, and brought it with them to Oklahoma. This building 
became the first Methodist Church in Indian Territory. Bringing the church with 
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them meant that the Cherokee 
community had to sacrifice all 
other personal belongings so that 
the wagon could be used to trans
port the church. 

After settling in Oklahoma, the 
Cherokee people were able to 
rebuild their communities and 
organize congregations with the 
help of missionaries and the 
Indian Missionary Conference. 

Currently, the biggest chal
lenge confronting OIMC is 
financial need. The base salary 
for clergy in OIMC is $12,000 
and the average salary is 
$14,500, yet many congrega
tions cannot afford to pay 
even the minimum salary for 
the pastor. Funds from three 
Advance Specials-Pari h 
Partners, Church Extension, 
and Native American 
Children's Fund-help to alle
viate some of the financial 
hardships facing OIMC. 
Battling sy ternic poverty con
tinues to be a hard struggl . 
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Restore Hope 
We were introduced to the work of 
Restore Hope Ministries by its 
executive director, Larry Johnson. 
Restore Hope Ministries,which 
began in 1978 as the Tulsa District 
Cooperative Ministry, serves indi
viduals and families who are at 
risk of becoming homeless because 
of an economic crisis by providing 
them with emergency assistance, 
spiritual and emotional support, 
and intensive case management. 
The center seeks both to equip per
sons to help themselves while 
restoring their economic, social, 
and spiritual vitality and to equip 
and mobilize congregations and the 
general public to respond to issues 
rel9"ted to poverty. 

Currently, the funding for Restore 
Hope Ministries comes from the 
Oklahoma Conference, United 
Methodist congregation in the 
Tulsa district, grant , and donations 
from individuals and groups. Larry 
commented that "the faithfulne s 
of United Methodists has made it 
possible for thousands of farnilie 
to tum their lives around following 
a major econ inic setback." 

The emergency assistance that the 
center offers to people often comes 
in the form of rent and/or utility 
assistance. Currently the center i 
the primary provider of rental 
assistance in Tul a County. The 
beneficiaries of thi service may be 
those who are unemployed-Larry 
commented that there ha been an 
alarming rise in the number of 
skilled people who are not 
employed on a regular basi -or 
those who are facing viction from 
their home or apartment . Ther i 
also a food pantry in the center that 
serve th people in need. Thi fo d 
pantry tocks food fr m all of the 
major food group , in luding fre h 
fruits and veg tab! , and ha con
si tentl b n rated the b t bal
anced food p an try b the Tu! a 
Area Food Bank. 
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Frances E. Willard Home for Girls 

Financial hardships rarely exist 
without other complex life issues, 
however, and the center recognizes 
that it is not enough simply to offer 
emergency assistance to people and 
hope that their situations will 
improve. Larry commented that 
most often, spiritual trauma accom
panies financial crisis or other trou
bles in people's lives and so the 
center sees this as an opportunity 
to share the word of God. The cen
ter has a chapel with a beautiful 
stained-glass window and offers a 
time of meditation and worship 
every day. 

Frances E. Willard Home for Girls is a home for adolescent girls who, for 
any number of reasons, are having severe emotional and psychological dif
ficulty living at home. It is one of the three residential programs for youth 
that are offered by the Oklahoma United Methodist Circle of Care (a con
ference agency for children) and the only all-girl facility in the state. The 
home was established in 1917by a group of concerned women in the Tulsa 
area after they learned that young girls who had been orphaned, aban
doned, or neglected were being housed in the local jail. The women named 
the home after Frances E. Willard, a Methodist lay person and founder of 
the Women's Christian Temperance Union. The mission of the home is "to 
provide a safe, nurturing environment with residential, educational, and 
social resources for young women so they can obtain optimum physical, 
emotional, social, and spiritual development." 

Director Marion Smith, June Kim, two students from Estonia, and Sarah Strawn at the 
Frances Willard Home for Girls. 
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Tuesday, April 15: Eastern Oklahoma, 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

COOkson Hills center, A United 
Methodist community center 
The Rev. Meri Whitaker, director of 
Cookson Hills Center, and Rick 
Gassaway, a staff member respon
sible for public relations and a resi
dent of Cookson Hills, gave us a 
warm welcome and invited us to 
share in a time of learning and fel
lowship together. 

Cookson Hills Center, which cele
brates its 50th anniversary next 
year, is a community center and 
mission project of the General 
Board of Global Ministries and the 
Oklahoma Conference. Its purpose 
is to serve the needs of Cherokee 
people and low-income people, 
often one and the same in this part 
of the country. Currently, the 
biggest problem facing Cherokee 
people in Cookson Hills and, 
indeed, in all of Cherokee County, 
is poverty. Cherokee County is the 
third poorest county in the state of 
Oklahoma and the average annual 
income for Cherokees in the county 
is $5000 for a family of four. To 
make matters worse, in recent 
years, the Cookson Hills communi
ty has experienced an ever-widen
ing gap between the rich and the 
poor. It has become the fourth 
fastest growing resort community 
in the world. Meri and Rick 
explained that Highway 82 is the 
dividing line: the resort/ retirement 
community lives on the west of the 
road, and the extremely impover
ished Cherokee people, who used 
to live all throughout Cookson 
Hills, have now moved east of the 
road and out into the hills. 

Facing these circumstances, the 
center is constantly seeking ways 
to help people improve their eco
nomic situation. Unemployment 
continues to be the primary reason 
for poverty-the development of 
the resort community has not 
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resulted in any employment oppor
tunities-and so the center is trying 
to develop a plan to bring an indus
try into Cookson Hills that needs 
the services of the Cherokee people. 
Meri acknowledged that there is a 
degree of apprehension with this 
plan, even amidst the excitement, 
because never before has an indus
try moved into the area and helped 
with a mission project. 

The center also addresses issues 
related to poverty. These include 
advocacy for people, especially in 
situations of injus tice; providing 
scholarships and financial assis
tance for school; offering programs 
that teach people how to live with
in their means; and offering 
instruction on necessary skills, such 
as those needed to file taxes or to 
maintain a vegetable garden. 

Evelyn Banks drove 200 miles to address 
the group. She brought along her son and a 
neighbor to care for him during her presen
tation. 

Arkansas Mission 
We then set out for Camp Aldersgate in Little Rock, Arkansas, about a 
four-hour drive from Cookson Hills. Representatives from various mission 
projects had gathered at the camp to present to us what might be called a 
mission mini-fair. They set up displays and handed out printed materials 
as they spoke to us about their projects. 

The Rev. William Robinson, pastor of Theressa Hoover United Methodist 
Church in Little Rock, was very energetic as he shared with us the work of 
Black Community Developers, Inc., a community-based outreach ministry 
started as a program of the General Board of Global Ministries with the 
help of the Rev. Dr: Negail Riley. 

Evelyn Banks spoke to us about her work in the Marianna Larger Parish 
in eastern Arkansas. As a Church & Community Worker, Evelyn is a com
missioned missionary of The United Methodist Church assigned to serve 
in the Forest City District of Marianna Larger Parish . The parish is a group 
of seven ethnic churches across four counties in eas tern Arkansas . 
Currently there are two retired ministers, one lay speaker, and two local 
pastors for the parish, but Evelyn is the only full-time staff worker. The 
parish is involved in many outreach programs, particularly summer vaca
tion Bible school for children and youth. The parish also works closely 
with local organizations and governments such as: the county family 
resource centers; women's organizations; food pantries; the chamber of 
commerce, mayor, and city council; girl scouts; and Delta Transi tional 
Home, a shelter for homeless girls. 

Arkansas Area Teen Crisis Ministries was represented by Donna Coburn. 
Established in 1990, Arkansas Area Teen Crisis Ministries is an "educa tion
al and referral ministry for teen suicide, substance abuse, and pregnancy." 
Believing that preventing crises from happening is preferable to dealing 
with them after they have happened, the program concentrates most of its 
efforts on being a resource of information through educating teenagers, 
parents, trainers, clergy, and adults working with youth. Currently the 
program offers numerous workshops and presentation ses ions to raise 
awareness and consciousness. Most recently the program has crea ted a 
video series called Powersurge: Hot Topics for Youth. Crea ted in a format 
similar to MTV (music television)-fast paced, lots of music-this series of 
15-minute videos presents topics that concern youth today. These topics 
include: divorce, self-image, depression, sex, sexuality, stress, racism, 
AIDS / STD's, drugs, suicide, alcohol, and friends. So far, 4000 United 
Methodist Youth have seen these series at youth retreats, Sunday chool , 
and at other youth programs. 

Frankie Reynolds, the Central Region Direc tor for H eifer Projec t 
International (HPI), introduced us to this worldwide program that helps 
hungry families to feed themselves and become self-reliant. It seeks to 
assist families by providing them with quali ty livestock and also by teach
ing them to care for the earth. Celebrating its 52nd anniv r ary thi ear, 
HPI's programs have expanded to include work with 20 different specie 
of livestock-traditional farm animals (such as goats, pigs, rabbit , and 
cows) as well as non-traditional animals (such as camel , llama , donkeys, 
guinea pigs, and alligators). A unique aspect of HPI' program i that 
receiving livestock is a community affair: when the animal is gi en t the 
family, the whole community joins the family in a warm welcoming c le
bra tion and the family enters into a "covenant" with the commwu t b 
promising that it will give the fir t offspring of th animal to anoth r 
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A view from the shore of Camp Aldersgate. 

needy family in the community. Thus, the cycle of "living loans" continues 
and the recipients become better able to provide for themselves and for the 
community. 

We also heard Judy Matsuoka speak about the work of The Women's 
Project: Women Working for Social Change. The Women's Project, which 
began 16 years ago with funding from the General Board of Global 
Ministries, is an "organization committed to the transformation of society 
through the elimination of racism and sexism." Its work falls into three 
main areas: documenting and speaking out against violence; workin g for 
social justice; and working for the empowerment of women, especially 
low-income women. In working for the formation of a better society, The 
Women's Project seeks not to duplicate services that are offered by other 
agencies or organizations but rather to see where help is needed. It works 
on a project-by-project basis. Much of this work is done in cooperation 
with other networks and coalitions. Working for the empowerment of low
income women includes working with women on welfare, incarcerated 
women, and also with women who are addicted to drugs and alcohol. 
Judy remarked that the recent changes in the welfare law will have a dev
astatingly negative impact upon these women. 

Finally, we heard from Sarah Spencer, the executive director of Camp 
Aldersgate. Founded 50 years ago, Camp Aldersgate is an institution 
owned by United Methodist Women. It was started as a place where all 
people could gather to worship, study, and train for church leadership, 
regardless of their racial or socio-economic backgrounds. Today the camp 
continues that tradition and offers a wide range of programs, including 
many social service programs. For children, the camp offers traditional 
summer camps as well as summer medical camps, which are programs for 
children with medical conditions that often make it difficult for them to 
attend other summer camps. The camp also offers weekend camp s 
throughout the year for children with special needs. 

The Weekend Respite Care Program, offered to families with a child who 
has a disability, is beneficial both to the parents and to the child: the par
ents can enjoy a weekend of rest while knowing that their child is being 
cared for in an environment of safety, social interaction, and skills-develop
ment. The "Camp Aldersgate Mission Experience" program brings togeth
er youth and young adults from across the country during the summer 
who then help serve those in need in communities in Arkan as. The camp 
also offers a youth initiative program, which is a year-round after-school 
program for high-risk youth in the Little Rock area . Senior citizens in the 
community also benefit from services and activities offered for them by 
Camp Aldersgate. 
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April 16: Memphis, Tennessee 

Methodist Health System in 
Memphis 
As we arrived at The Methodist 
Hospital in Memphis, we were 
amazed at its size and by the feel
ing of calm and grace that seemed 
to fill the air. The Re v. Robert 
Howerton, Jr., senior vice president 
for Health and Welfare Ministry at 
Methodist Hospital System, greeted 
us and spoke to us over lunch 
about The Methodist Hospital . We 
were also joined by Dotsie Graham, 
v ice president for Beha viora l 
Health, and by Ellen Peete, director 
of Conference Ministries. 

The Rev. Howerton began by giv
ing us some historical information 
about the Methodist Health 
System, which s tretches across 
Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
Arkansas, with 13 hospitals and 
programs. The vision for the found
ing of The Methodist Hospital 
came from John H. Sherard, a cot
ton plan ta ti on owner from 
Mississippi. In 1899, Sherard came 
to Memphis to vi it his pastor who 
was ill and receiving treatment in a 
Catholic hospital. He was con
cerned about the conditions of the 
hospital. He discovered that there 
were no Methodist medical in titu
tions in the tri-s tate area of 
Tennessee, Arkan as, and Mi s
issippi. Upon hi return home, he 
summon ed som of the ch urch 
leader and propo ed that several 
conference in the region tabli h a 
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Methodist Health System. The ho -
pital that was subsequently fotmd
ed was called Tri-State Methodist 
Hospital, and its name was later 
changed to The Methodist Hospital 
of Memphis. Today, the Methodist 
Health System has become one of 
the country' largest and most com
prehensive medical systems. It is 
the large t system within the 
United Methodist connection. In 
Memphis alone there are five hos
pitals, employing over 11,000 peo
ple. The Health System is also 
widely known for its centers of 
excellence, which include cardiac 

I 

neurological, cancer, and wound 
care. A full-time chaplain is 
assigned to each of these centers. 

Rev. Howerton mentioned that 
The Methodist Hospital has a total 
of ten partnerships with medical 
institutions around the world. One 
of those partnerships is with the 
Children's Hospital in Moscow, 
Russia .- Established five years ago, 
the partners have been working 
cooperatively to improve children's 
health care in Moscow by provid
ing for needed medical supplies 
and by bringing physicians from 
Moscow to Memphis for training. 

Another noteworthy component 
of the medical services offered at 
Methodist Hospital is its Behavioral 

Heal th services. Dotsie Graham 
poke to us about the work of the 

Behavioral Health Division. She 
began by commenting that, at 
Methodist Hospital, the healing of 
the spirit and of the mind is consid
ered equally as important as the 
healing of the body. She spoke first 
about the drug and alcohol rehabil
i ta ti on program offered at The 
Methodist Renewal Center. 
Chemical dependency is a physical 
disease that involves not only the 
individual but the entire family 
unit. That is why the center seeks 
to treat the individual within the 
larger context of treating the family. 
In addition to the inpatient detoxi
fication and step-down units for 
substance abusers, the center has 
also recently opened an outpatient 
compulsive gambling addiction 
program. Following the building of 
a casino in a nearby town in 
Mississippi, gambling has become 
an addiction for many people in 
the Memphis area. 

"We believe that the Spirit of The 
United Methodist Church and the 
Spirit of Christ finds expression in 
everything that we do here at 
Methodist Hospital. We believe 
that the Spiritual environment sets 
us apart from the rest."-The Rev. 
Robert Howerton 

Bricks from the original hospital built in 
1924 are incorporated into the design of 
this cross in the chapel of The Methodist 
Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. 
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April 17th: East St. Louis, Illinois 

Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House is located in the heart of East 
St. Louis, Illinois. We were given a 
very warm welcome by Bill Kreeb, 
the executive director of the center, 
who shared with us its history and 
its current mission work. 

.Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor
hood House is a multi-purpose 
United Methodist Community 
Center started by the Women's 
Home Missionary Society in 1909. 
The population of the community 
at the time was largely Bohemic 
and Slavic because of the close 
proximity to the international 
stockyards. Today, the community 
center continues to empower and 
strengthen children, families, and 
individuals of the community, 
especially those suffering from the 
effects of poverty. 

Originally, daycare was provided 
on the first floor of the building and 
several United Methodist dea
conesses lived on the second floor. 
These deaconesses, as directors of 
the center, committed their time 
and service to the work of the cen
ter. Then, in 1938, Lessie Bates 
Davis, a Methodist lay woman in 
the conference, raised $125,000 for 
the construction of a new building 
for the house. The community cen
ter was named in honor of her. 

East St. Louis, a once prosperous 
and thriving city, underwent a 
drastic change in its makeup and 
deteriorated rapidly between 1960 
and 1970. Most churches, commu
nity centers, and businesses fol-
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A daycare participant at the Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House. 

lowed the wealthier people as they 
moved out and as impoverished 
people-mostly ethnic minority 
people-were relocated to East St. 
Louis. Gradually, the city became 
an area ~f extreme poverty. Amidst 
this change, Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House made the 
commitment to remain in its place 
of ministry to the community resi
dents. Today, the city remains in 
poverty: according to Bill Kreeb, it 
has the lowest per capita income in 
the entire country and most people 
are on welfare. Bill shared with us 
that the mission of the house is: "to 
witness and to proclaim the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ to those who 
suffer." 

Currently, the house offers a vari
ety of needed services to children, 
youth, families, adults, and senior 
citizens in the community. These 
services are designed to meet the 
social, economic, spiritual, and 
physical needs of the residents and 
to help alleviate some of their suf
fering. A second site, the Family 
Development Center (FDC), 
extends the work of the house into 

The two daycare sites that the 
house operates provide an environ
ment of safety, nurture, care, and 
development for the children so 
that parent(s) may continue their 
education, go to work, or seek 
employment. These two sites 
together--one at the house and one 
at the FDC- serve more than 250 
children a day. One of the unique 
aspects of the child care program is 
that it offers a foster-grandparent 
program. This program provides 
the children with positive role mod
els from the community and also 
helps the elderly to feel a sense of 
self-worth, compassion, and satis
faction as they spend time with the 
youngsters. Bill shared with us that 
90 percent of the children in the 
daycare program are from single
parent families and that they all 
crave love and attention. 

For youth, the house offers after
school programs during the school 
year and summer recreational and 
educational programs during the 
vacation months. It also provides 
crisis intervention, counseling, and 
advocacy-both for the youth 
themselves and for their families. 

Sports, arts and crafts, and field 
trips are also vital components of 
the youth programs. 

Many of the services for senior 
citizens center on the basic needs of 
everyday life. These include giving 
assistance in their homes with daily 
chores-such as cooking, cleaning, 
and washing-and providing 
transportation, fellowship, and 
counseling. The house also offers 
emergency assistance with food, 
shelter, and utility and rent bills. 

In total, the different programs of 
the house reach different con
stituencies of the community and 
they serve over 3500 children, 
youth, families, and senior citizens 
each year. But what is really hope
giving and inspiring about the out
reach ministry here is the dedica
tion, commitment, and compassion 
that are very much alive. The min
istry here is not just about pro
grams or functions-it is about 
serving people and about treating 
them like family. As such, the house 
and all those in service here contin
ue to empower and strengthen the 
community of East St. Louis. 

the community. A daycare class at the Family Development Center. 
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Webster Groves, Missouri 
Webster Groves is a small town 
right outside of St. Louis. We visit
ed Epworth Children and Family 
Services, where we met representa
tives of several area mission agen
cies and learned about their work. 

Judy Hefferman, the executive 
director of The Heartland Network 
for Town and Rural Ministries, 
gave us a very energetic presenta
tion about the work in which she is 
involved. The Heartland Network 
for Town and Rural Ministries was 
founded in 1989 "out of the convic
tion that God is calling the church 
to respond to the changes in Small 
Town and Rural America ... to 
empower the people of America's 
Heartland to develop, proclaim, 
and carry out visions of hope for a 
renewed church and community 
life." Recognizing that the issues 
facing rural America can be vastly 
different from those of suburban 
and urban America, the Heartland 
Network seeks to identify and 

understand these issues and to 
establish responses that are appro
priate to the context of rural 
America. Their work is carried out 
by: networking, resourcing, and 
consulting with other organiza
tions; researching issues and pre
senting workshops; organizing spe
cial events to raise awareness; 
cooperating with the ministry of 
church and community workers; 
and by cooperating with the work 
of other interfaith and secular orga
nizations. 

We heard from Shay Blackwell, 
deaconess and director of Child 
Advocacy Project/Soulard Family 
Center. This is a project that seeks 
to support the well-being of the 
entire family by specifically focus
ing on its services to children and 
parents. The goals of the project are: 
"to relieve the stress of everyday 
living by providing respite care for 
children and by offering profes
sional and peer support; to foster 
the development of parenting skills 

by offering parent education semi
nars; and to reduce family isolation 
by referring parents to community 
resources and through informal 
social gatherings." Thus, the project 
combines child care with educa
tional components for the parents. 

Joanne Davis, director of United 
Methodist Legal Assistance 
Ministry and a church and commu
nity worker, spoke to us about this 
joint project of the General Board of 
Global Ministries/Missouri East 
Conference and the Legal Services 
of Eastern Missouri, Inc. This need
ed service provides legal represen
tation for people who need it but 
cannot afford to pay the necessary 
legal fees. Joanne explained that the 
se.r;vices focus on the elderly, fami
lies with an income not higher than 
25 percent above the federally 
established poverty level, the physi
cally and mentally impaired, and 
survivors of natural disasters . In 
addition to legal representation, 
Joanne is involved in educating 

Max Marble, director of the Office of Creative Ministries, Missouri East and West Conferences. 
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people about their legal rights and 
also in working in partnership with 
other agencies to help prevent legal 
problems among low-income peo
ple. Throughout all of its services, 
the ministry keeps at the center 
" the biblical mandate to seek justice 
and fair treatment for the poor, dis
advantaged, and marginalized." 

The Office of Creative Ministries, 
Missouri East and Missouri West 
Conferences, was represented by 
Max Marble, director of the office. 
The office is a project of the two 
conferences of Missouri and it seeks 
to " develop and promote local, 
national, and international mission 
projects for United Methodist 
churches located in the state of 
Missouri. " As an example of the 
kinds of work with which the office 
is involved, Max shared with us 
some of the highlights of the 
upcoming Festival of Sharing, '97, 
an ecumenical and interfaith gath
ering of people who come together 
to share their resources and funds 
to assist hunger and poverty crises 
worldwide. Some of the events will 
include participation in: UMCOR's 
advance special project for assisting 
with the famine relief in North 
Korea ; the Interchurch Medical 
Assistance project for sending med
icine boxes to clinics and hospitals 
worldwide that need medical sup
plies; assembling prison kits
which will include personal 
hygiene items-for women enter
ing the Missouri state prisons; and 
assembling "baby bundles" -blan
kets, clothes, and diapers-for new
born babies born into low-income 
families. The office works with 
other humanitarian organiza tions 
su ch as Brea d for the World , 
Habitat for Humanity, and Heifer 
Projec t International. In all of the 
services it provides, the Office of 
Creative Ministries is constantly 
seeking to minister in creative (and 
sometimes nontraditional) ways to 
all of God's children. 

Epworth Children and Family Services 
Kevin Drollinger and Ken Franklin, the executive director and chapla~, 
respectively, of Epworth Children and Family Services, told us how this 
agency treats preteen and teenage boys and girls who hav~ severe emo
tional and behavior problems that may be a result of phy ical or sexual 
abuse. The treatment is intensive, clinical, and residential and is conducted 
both individually and in group and family settings. Spiritual development 
and health is a vital component in the treatment. 

Epworth Children and Family Services was establi~hed in 1864. ~or 13~ 
years, it has been working to serve and s~ength~n ~dren and their farru
lies . Currently Epworth's work falls mto six maJOr areas: Epwort~ 
Children's Home; two group homes for teens who have completed. r~ i
dential treatment but do not have a family to return to; Independent L1 mg 

Children's artwork at The Spofford Ho111e i11 Kn11sns 
Cihj , Missouri. 

Program for old r teen 
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Program; and Epwor th 
Bootheel Far.nil Learning 
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The Spofford Home encourages children to use art as a means of expressing their emotions. 

April 18th: 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Spofford Home 
The Spofford Home is a residential treatment center for young children, 
ages 4 through 12, who are severely emotionally distu rbed. At The 
Spofford Home, we met with Lori Habiger, director of Public Relations, 
Nick Rivard, senior vice president for Operations, and John Krivas, vice 
president of Resource Development. When The Spofford Home was 
founded in 1916, it was a home for orphaned children. However, it quickly 
became apparent that there was an urgent need for special care and treat
ment for young chiJdren who, for a variety of reasons, were severely emo
tionally disturbed. The home then expanded to include special services for 
these young children. It is now a full-scale family and children's services 
center. The home offers services such as: a 30-day diagnostic assessment; 
short-term residential treatment; extended residential treatment; education 
at the on-site Spofford School; aftercare and in-home family services; fami
ly mediation services; respite care; and workshops on conflict-resolution. 

After sharing with us about the work of the home, Lori led us on a tour. 
We first visited the art therapy room. Lori explained to us that art
whether it is drawing with crayons or using clay for sculpting a mask-is a 
safe form of expression for the children, who may often feel inhibited 
about showing their anger, frustration, and fear. She also explained that 
there is much symbolism involved in the children's art. For example, a pic
ture of a child's face with no mouth could indicate that the child was told 
to keep somet):Ung secret. 

Della c. Lamb community 
services 
Della C. Lamb Community 
Services was originally started in 
1897 as a Methodist Women's 
Mission. Since then, however, it has 
expanded its services and has 
developed into a full-scale social 
service agency. Its programs focus 
specifically on ministering "to the 
needs of individuals and families 
who have inadequate resources, 
who are experiencing crises in the 
provision of their daily need, and 
whose futures will be bleak with
out intervention," Duke Akers, the 
executive director, told us. 

In ministering to the impoverished 
in the community, the agency 
serves all age groups. For children, 
the agency operates a daycare cen
ter that provides care for children 
ages six weeks through 13 years. 
Following Duke's lead, we walked 
through the daycare center, which 
spread across the entire first floor of 
the main building. We had the 
opportunity to meet and chat with 
the caregivers and see the young 
children. For youth, the agency 
offers various athletic and social 
programs as well as two types of 
surruner camps-a day camp and a 
residential camp-during the vaca
tion months. We saw a group of 
five or six high school students 
playing basketball in the gym that 
afternoon. 

Duke told us that the agency also 
offers many different adult educa
tion classes, including ESL (English 
as a Second Language) classes for 
recent immigrants and others who 
want to receive more training. 

Della C. Lamb Community 
Services seeks also to serve the spe
cial needs of the older adults and 
senior citizens. The agency pro
vides transportation services not 
only for elderly people, but for any 
person in the community who 
needs transportation but cannot 
afford to own and maintain a car. 
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Newhouse 
Our next visit was to Newhouse, a shelter for battered women and their 
children in Kan as City. At Newhouse we met and talked with Nancy 
Brown, the assis tant director. Nancy told us that when Newhouse was 
established in 1979 it was the only shelter for battered women in Kansas 
City. The need for such shelters continues, however, and now there are 
other shelters in existence as well. 

The mission of Newhouse is "to break the cycle of domestic violence by 
sheltering abused women and their children, providing support services to 
victims, and raising public awareness so that the barriers to solving their 
crises can be removed." The children of battered women are encouraged 
and expected to come with their mothers for shelter. Newhouse cares for 
these children and meets their special needs by including the children in 
family counseling and by offering individual counseling to the children. 
For the women themselves, the shelter offers a 24-hour, six-week residen
tial program, during which time they can stay at the shelter and participate 
in counseling and support groups. 

Be patient towards all that is unsolved in your heart, and try to love the ques
tions. (Quote taken from a poster at Newhouse.) 
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® Inter·Serv 
Saturday, April 19th: St . Jo seph, 
Missouri 

lnter/Serv 
St. Joseph, Missouri, which is just 
north of Kansas City, is home to a 
community center called Inter I 
Serv. We met with David Berger, 
the executive director, Randy 
Sharp, the associate director, and 
Dennis Snethen, the coach for the 
weight lifting team. 

Inter /Serv is an interfaith com
munity center, a place where peo
ple of different faith backgrounds 
come together to help solve the 
problems of the St. Joseph commu
nity. The center, which serves peo
pl e of all ages, has five goals : 
preschoolers will be more prepared 
for school and schoolagers will 
learn the skills for life; youth will be 
challenged by life-changing and 
growth-producing experiences; 
families will learn to live success
fully; life will be more meaningful 
for volunteers; and aging persons 
will be supported so that their lives 
are more satisfying. 

For children ages six weeks to 12 
years, Inter / Serv operates two cen
ters for daycare and learning. 
Recently, the preschool program 
has added a new component, 
Kindermusik. This component is 
designed to introduce music to chil
dren at a young age so that they 
may learn to appreciate music. The 
Southside Youth program offers 
recreation, sports, school tutoring, 
and social gatherings for teenagers. 
Also provided for youth are the 
Summer Jam and Summer Spike 
sports programs. These are very 
popular volleyball and basketball 
games that are held throughout the 
summer and attract youth from all 
over the state as well as neighbor
ing states. The Wesley Weightlifters 
is another sports team for youth-it 
is this team that sent Pete Kelley 

/nter/Serv is k 
Wes Barnett It 
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Inter/Sero is known for the Wesley Weightlifters-the sports team that sent Pete Kelley and 
Wes Barnett to international Olympic competition. 

Reflections 

and Wes Barnett to the Olympics. It 
teaches hard work, discipline, com
mitment, and dedication. 

The TLC Family Center, also 
operated by Inter / Serv, is a coun
seling and therapy home for ado
lescent girls who have been victims 
of physical, sexual, and emotional 
abuse . It is mostly a residential 
home but also treats girls on an out
patient basis . At the TLC Family 
Center, the girls are able to find a 
structured environment of safety, 
counseling, and support. 

In reflecting on the week, we all expressed our amazement at witnessing not only the important work of the pro
jects and services but also, perhaps more importantly, the deep commitment, dedication, caring, and enthusiasm 
expressed by all of the people involved. By witnessing mission in action, the statistics and numbers about The 
United Methodist Church's mission programs became real and personal. For me, this tour was a life-changing 
experie.J;lce because it reaffirmed my calling as a missionary and a Christian to "live" my faith in my daily life by 
expressing my faith through working with the poor, the oppressed, the lonely, children, and the disadvantaged. As 
one of our tour members exclaimed, "This is what the church is all about!" 
If all Methodists really knew what's being done in their name throughout the country and throughout the world, they would 

be impressed. It really is impressive. It makes you proud to be a Methodist.-Bob Conger, tour group member. 

June Kim, Bob Conger, Mary Conger, Lucy Gist, Edna Ellickson, AJ Adams, Edith Curl, Sarah Strawn, Marion Boyd, and Jolin C. 
Goodwin, membets of the "Witnessing Mission in Action" tour. 
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Establishing a Covenant Relationship 
One of the most effective means of initiating and carrying out a mission 
education program is to have your church establish a covenant relation
ship with a United Methodist missionary. 

A covenant relationship is a special agreement between a church and a 
missionary. A church agrees to provide prayer, financial, and emotional 
support for persons serving as commissioned missionaries of The United 
Methodist Church through the General Board of Global Ministries. Prayer 
support includes petitioning on behalf of the missionary's ministry but 
also for that person's physical well-being. Financial support helps under
write the costs of placing a missionary in a particular area. Emotional sup
port includes sharing words and expressions of encouragement to a mis
sionary who may be far from home, living in unfamiliar territory. 

The covenant is two-fold. The missionary agrees to provide periodic 
reports about his or her ministry. This can take the form of a video, audio
cassette, or letter. Once every three or four years, missionaries also make 
face-to-face visits to covenant churches to speak to congregations about 
their ministries. A covenant missionary will also pray for the church-that 
the church will live out its call to mission and service within its communi
ty as well as to other parts of the world. 

The church's prayers for the missionary are vital, since persons in mis
sion service may or may not be part of a faith community. The congrega
tion stays informed about the missionary through the distribution of mis
sionary letters. 

A church that enters a covenant relationship agrees to give annually a 
minimum of $3.00 per member (for churches with 333 members or fewer). 
Larger membership churches are asked to give a minimum of $1000 per 
year. 

In addition, members are encouraged to send cards and letters to the 
missionary. Some churches go an extra mile and provide financial support 
for a project to which a missionary is linked. Some churches organize a 
volunteer-in-mission team to go and support the mission work in that 
area. 

Crucial to the successful establishment of a covenant relationship with a 
missionary is the involvement of members of all age levels within the con
gregation. Here is a list of ideas (by age category) to help members get to 
know the missionary they support. 
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Early Elementary - Create a 
quarterly story paper (can be 
adapted from a mission letter) . 
Describe the job duties of the mis
sionary and write about how the 
ministry helps children. 

Late Elementary- Create two to 
three bulletin boards annually that 
include photos, excerpts from mis
sion letters, and geographical data. 
Periodically "quiz" the youngsters 
about items placed on the bulletin 
board. 

Youth - Have youth write the 
story papers for the younger chil
dren based on their reading of mis
sionary letters. Help youth develop 
a congregational profile to compare 
the church's mission work to the 
missionary's work. 

Young Adult - Have young 
adults develop a project or work in 
a ministry that is similar to some
thing in which the missionary is 
involved. 

Adults - Put excerpts of the mis
sionary's letters in the church bul
letin and/ or a biographical profile 
(with photo) in the church newslet
ter. Encourage them to participate 
in a prayer vigil on behalf of the 
missionary. 

Families - Create a Family Album 
about the missionary you support. 
Include family data-names of 
children, biographical sketches, 
birth dates, and hobbies. Include a 
recent mission letter, family photos, 
and snapshots of the area where the 
missionary serves . Include an 
address where the missionary can 
be reached. Put in a de cription of 
church life in the area where the 
missionary works. Encourage f ami
lies to take the album home and 
discuss the various ways in which 

. I 
God uses people to carry out rrus-
sion ministries. Resi 
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Community Centers• Women's Residences • 
Mission Schools and Colleges • 

Residential Treatment Centers for Children and Youth 

Support United Methodist National 
Missions Institutions and Learn 

More About Them! 

A colorful wall calendar with p rsonal 
images and descriptions of 12 national 
mission institutions. Plus, a directory and 
important dates, persons and events for 
all 100 institutions. (Available in November.) 
Clip and mail the coupon below, or call 
toll-free 1-800-305-9857. 

r----------------------------------, 
Please send me_ 1998 Cari11g Co1111ectio11 calendar 
(#2519) @$5.00, plus postage/ handling. Available 
after November 15, 1997 

Address ----- - - ---- - -
City/ State/ Zip ________ __ _ 

heck/ money order en los d (made out to Service Center) 

D Bill me ($1.50 fee) D Visa D Ma terCard 

harge to: ---- - ---- - - --
ard No. ______ E p. Date _ __ _ 

Signature ___________ _ 

Mail coupon and check to: ERV! ENT R, PO Bo 
691328, incinnati , OH 45269-1328. For billed or redi t card 
order , mail to: SERVI E E TER, 7820 Reading Road, 

a ller No. 1 00, incinnati, 1-1 4 222-1800. Po t,1ge / 
handling: tota l order $25 r I ss, add $3.50; $25.01-$60, add 
$4.50; $60.01 -$100, add $5.50; over $100, add 5°0. Ohio 
re ident add 6% ale ta, , 

L--------------- ----- - - --- --------- ~ 
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"I am enclosing some pictures to show you what United 

M ethodist Development Fund is helping to accomplish. 

'This is going to be a beautiful building." J. R. 

(Excerpted from lener sent by o church member of Whiting United Methodist.) 

FIRST MORTGAGE 
MONEY AVAILABLE 

The United Methodist Development Fund 

Providing first mortgages for U nited Methodist 
C hurches , districts, city societies, district un ions, and 
conference church extension societies; for new con

struction, renovations , additions, relocations, and 
parsonages. 

For information and/or a Loan Application 
call t -212-870-3865 . 

The United Methodist Development Fund 
475 Riverside Drive, N ew York, NY 10 115 
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Two calendars- one purpose- Prayer for our 
missionaries and their work 

Children's Prayer Calendar 
(#2516; $8.00 for pack of 8, plus 
postage/handling.) Eight pocket 
calendars with missionary children's 
birthdays and addresses. 
(Available December 1, 1997) 

Prayer Calendar 
(#2651; $6.50, plus postage/ 

handling.) The calendar that lists 
names, birthdays, assignments of 

missionaries, deaconesses and other 
workers. Also provides 

letters and prayer requests. 200 pages 
of information about mission! 

(Available November 1, 1997) 

Order toll-free 1-800-305-9587! 

Or write to SERVICE CENTER, 7820 
Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, 
Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800 requesting 
order information. 

GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

My Calling to Fulfill: Deacan.esses in 
the United Methodist Tradition 

-AHistory-
Read about the beginnings in 1888 of a long tradition of United Methodist 
deaconess service. Institutes and training schools that educated, individuals 
that supported, and the church that nourished these singular indMduals 
committed to selfless service, all form part of a dramatic story. 
Bibliography and extensive footnotes make this book a valuable addition to 
any individual or church library. 
Order toll-tree 1-800-305-9857! Or clip and mail the coupon below: 

Please send_ copies of MY CALLING TO FULFU. Available after 
October 20. (#2656; $9.95, plus postage/handling) to: 

Name _________________ __ 

Address _________________ _ 
City ___________ State_ Zip __ _ 

Daytime phone number _____________ _ 

Postage: $25 or less, add$3.50; $25.01-$60, add$4.50; $60.01-$100, a<kJ 
$5.50; over $100, add 5%. Ohio residents add 6% sates tax. 
Mail with payment to: SERVICE CENTER, PO Box 691328, Cincinnati, OH 45269-
1328. (Make check payable to Service Center.) 
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