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Editor's Column: A Call to Action 
This year, the General Mission Study theme is "Christians Living in the Midst of a 
Violent Society." In some respects, US society seems to have become less violent of 
late, if we are to believe the crime statistics. The murder and rape rates are down, 
we are told. Still, most of us don't feel safer. We have a sense that many people are 
seething with rage and are about to explode-at the slightest provocation. 

Stirring up intolerant-even violent-feelings seems to be the stock in trade of 
much talk radio. Antigovemment militias and other hate groups spread poisonous 
messages across the Internet. Not only is the inciting-to-violence pornography in 
Hustler magazine not banned, but moviemakers package its prime perpetrator as a 
kind of First Amendment hero. In this climate, perhaps it should not be surprising 
when-according to a recent news report-an angry motorist doesn't content him
self with yelling at the driver who dents his car-he kills him! 

What is going on? How can we stop it? 
The best way to stop teenage and adult violence is to safeguard children from 

being exposed to violence at home, in school, or in the neighborhood. As a society, 
we have failed abysmally at this goal over the past quarter century. We have not 
effectively discouraged the young from having babies before they are ready to be 
protective, nurturing parents. We have not kept guns out of the hands of irresponsi
ble people-including children. We have not accorded basic human rights to chil
dren-including the right to safety, a stable home, and freedom from abuse. Abuse 
is being passed down from generation to generation-when the pattern could be 
broken by timely intervention. 

You can read about some such interventions in this issue-interventions that aid 
battered women and increase the protective factors in their children's lives, inter
ventions that bring youth and police into partnership to solve problems, interven
tions that inform the people in rural communities about the hate groups in their 
midst, interventions that employ transforming power to build community and 
resolve conflict. The church is at the heart of these transformations. But the church 
has to be all of us, working actively for change. 

Christians need to be proactive on the issue of violence. We need to be the 
agents of healing and of transformation. We need the courage to care, to question, 
and to act. For example, are we not capable of distinguishing art, literature, and 
political speech-howe er harsh or irreverent-from the hate speech and hateful 
images that incite people to violence? It used to be that "freedom of speech" was 
not construed to include falsely shouting "Fire!" in a crowded theater. But that is 
precisely the effect that hate speech and hateful, violent images are having. 

This is also the World Council of Churches' Ecumenical Year for Churches in 
Solidarity With the Uprooted. The hatred and resentment that spawns violence also 
spawns maltreatment of the stranger. It creates scapegoats-the outsiders, the oth
ers. Immigrants and refugees have become scapegoats in the 1996 immigration and 
welfare reform laws. This issue of New World Outlook not only covers the specifics of 
that legislation, it also provides a Bible study, viewing the issue through the eyes of 
the Good Samaritan. And it provides a concrete example: the story of the undocu
mented Chinese passengers on the ill-fated freighter Golden Venture. 

On immigrants' rights as on the right of all people to be free from violence, we 
are called as Christians to make a difference. We must work to heal our society 
through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit -Alma Graham 
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EDITORIAL BY CHRISTIE R. HOUSE 

THE CHURCH Al\ID 
VIDLEl\ICE: 
Are We Ready for This Study? 

The General Mission Study theme for 1997-98-
"Living as Christians in the Midst of a Violent 
Society" -presents a challenge for churches within 
our denomination. At church, we tend to shut out 
the world of violence and abuse because it is not a 
nice world. Violence has no place in the community 
of faith that Jesus calls us to create. Some church 
members may even be tempted to deny that the 
ungodly violent world exists-at least not within 
their circles. They sincerely believe that living with
out violence in their own insulated world is all that 
God requires of them on the subject. Other church 
members may be willing to discuss the problem of 
violence as it exists "out there." But they are not 
eager to open discussion on the topic when that 
might lead to the discovery that some people within 
the church community may be experiencing the 
problem first-hand-" right here." 

Despite denials, the ungodly world does exist. At 
times it comes crashing in on us-when innocent 
children are killed in a bomb explosion at their day
care center, when a neighbor's child disappears on 
her way home from school and is found dead two 
weeks later, when a colleague comes to work with a 
black eye. These events on the evening news and 
within our own circles of friends affect our children, 
too. Even if we get rid of the TV set and decide to 
home-school our children, we can't remove all the 
violent content from their lives. Instead, we need to 
help them process what they see and hear in ways 
that won't harm them. 

A standard theory in creating a less violent world is to 
teach children how to avoid resorting to violence while 
they are still young. As Diane Levin points out (seep. 
8), children need to be part of a "community of caring 
and responsible individuals" in order to learn skills for 
solving their problems in nonviolent ways. This is the 
kind of environment that many Christians strive to cre
ate within their local churches. What better place could 
there be for children to feel safe and loved than in their 
own churches? And yet...do they? 

Support for children means support for parents. 
Parents-most often the main source of nurture for 
children-need understanding, good information, par
enting classes, a break from childcare now and then, 
and all-around general support from the church in 
order to fulfill their role as parents. In many churches, 
however, instead of love, acceptance, and support, chil
dren and their parents find judgment ("You should 
hear the things that child says!"), criticism ("Look at 
how they let their children run all over the sanctuary!"), 
and alienation ("I hope she skips UMW this month. She 
brings her toddler and he disrupts the program.") 

It takes a coordinated effort among all the program 
areas of the church-not just the children's education 
committee-to create a community of caring that 
embraces children and their bewildered caregivers. In 
order to discuss difficult topics, we first have to make 
the church a place where children feel afe and wel
comed, where they are not trying to live up to someone 
else's idea of what "church children" should be, and 
where parents feel they can get the help they need. 
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such as these also exist within the 
congregation itself. 

Pastors and worship committees 
need to look at whether or not 
there is a time built into worship 
when it is appropriate for children 
to "run up and down the aisles": 
to dance, to sing, and otherwise to 
express their worship in the joy
filled physical ways of children. 
Do children feel comfortable 
speaking up during children's ser
mons, giving honest answers-not 
necessarily the "right" answer the 
pastor was looking for? Are they 
encouraged to ask questions of the 
pastoral staff? When they ask 
questions, are their concerns heard 

As children grow and are intro
duced to violence and other 
destructive forces in our society, it 
is important for them to have 
adults and older youth in their 
lives-mentors whom they trust 
and with whom they feel they can 
talk. What an opportunity this is for 
a congregation to serve the next 
generation! Nursery leaders, 
Sunday-school teachers, youth
group leaders, and others who are 
willing to help the children of the 

Opposite, p. 4: Carving a pumpkin at a 
church Halloween retreat. Above: Kathy 
Burkett teaches her Sunday-school class 
how to plant a garden. 

church with special projects can 
build opportunities for trust and communication. and given serious consideration? Pastors also need 

to consider whether they skip violent passages of 
Scripture rather than discussing them with children 
(and adults, for that matter). 

Likewise, the administrative council and all other 
committees need to consider this question: If child
care were provided for adult group meetings, would 
more young adults with families be able to move 
into leadership positions? United Methodist 
Womeri's groups that do not provide childcare for 
children of younger women at their meetings might 
consider making it available. Moving meetings to 
times that are more convenient for young families is 
a good way to encourage the participation of more 
young women who have these needs. 

The "what you can do" paragraphs in the Levin 
article suggest the kinds of things readers can work 
on in their church-school curriculum to help children 
through our "toxic environment." Art, storytelling, 
and writing are all forms of expression that can be 
incorporated into a church-school lesson. Note espe
cially the paragraph beginning: "Children need to 
build an understanding of violent experiences." 
Banning violent content from the Sunday-school 
room is every church-school teacher 's first impulse. 
But read further. Calling violence wrong and then for
bidding it as a topic for discussion does not give chil
dren a chance to learn how Jesus teaches his disciples 
to be peacemakers. How can we discuss the peace of 

Christ if we refuse 
to see and discuss 
the violence that 
the peace of Christ 
will overcome? 

This study is 
hard work. It's not 
just a few discus
sions to fulfil the 
goal of a study ses
sion-it's a journey 
that will fore v er 
change the life of a 
congregation. Is 
your congregation 
ready to take up 
the challenge? 0 

People of all ages 
in the church com
munity need to feel 
that they are in an 
environment in 
which they can let 
their guard down 
and can discuss 
painful aspects of 
their lives without 
fear of judgment. 
Once this happens, 
the church can 
begin to tackle soci
etal problems such 
as violence, drugs, 
domestic abuse, 
and other harmful 
influences on the 
community. Some
times, problems 

At Quinipet United Methodist Camp on Shelter Island, NY, Olivia, Jul ia, and 
Bekah play in the rain at a church family retreat. 

Christie R. House is the 
associate editor of New 
World Outlook. 
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Two children build a structure with 
large cardboard blocks. One gets 
inside the structure . The other 
aggressively cr-ashes it down-then 
pulls out the child inside, who is 
"dead." This happened on April 20, 
1995, the day after the A. P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City 
was bombed. 

A teacher is walking to a park 
with her class when three of the 
children start kicking and karate
chopping cars, making real dents. 
They excitedly report that they are 
"Power Rangers." One child 
proudly volunteers that he saw the 
"Power Ranger" movie five times 
on video during a snowstorm. 

These are but two examples of 
how schoolchildren bring disturb
ing out-of-school experiences into 
daily classroom life. The environ
ment in which today's children are 
growing up poses some enormous 
challenges to their healthy devel
opment and learning. Increasing 
economic injustice and growing 
poverty in US society have led to 
an increased use of drugs, violence, 
and weapons. These destructive 
responses are found in the home, 
the school, and the wider commu
nity. They are repeated endlessly 
by the entertainment and news 
media. And they are creating what 
James Garbarino has called a 
"socially toxic environment" for 
children. 

The extent to which destructive 
behavior and bad examples affect 
children varies. But no child is any 
longer exempt from these negative 
cultural influences, nor is any 
adult. It is becoming increasingly 
urgent for educators tQ confront~ 
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special challenges that these social
ly toxic times create for children
and for their families, schools, and 
churches. Despite the heavy bur
den it places upon concerned 
adults and despite the absence of 
simple, foolproof solutions, we 
must work to counteract the nega
tive effects of the environment and 
to promote healthy development 
and effective learning in children. 

Understanding and Responding 
Exposure to violence creates spe
cial needs and problems for many 
children. As they struggle to make 
sense of the violence they see and 
incorporate violent responses into 
their ideas and behavior, their 
development can be negatively 
affected in far-reaching ways. 

The meaning children take from 
the violence in their lives is differ
ent from the interpretation of 
adults. Children's understandings 
are influenced by such things as 
their current level of development, 
their individual characteristics and 
cultural background, and the sense 
they have made of their prior 
experience, onto which under
standings from new experiences 
are built. As we work with chil
dren around issues of violence, the 
more we are able to assess each 
child's unique interpretations of 
experience, the more likely we are 
to be able to help. 

Child-development theory and 
the growing body of research 
,aJJout t- ects of violence on 
ddldren "de a powerful lens 
..... youag 

M111·~-.ja 

a framework for figuring out how 
to respond effectively. 

Trusting and Feeling Safe 
Trusting that the adults in your 
environment can take care of you 
and keep you safe is central to a 
child's healthy development, espe
cially in the early years. Not feeling 
safe can contribute to maladaptive 
social behaviors uch as increased 
aggression, hyperactivity, with
drawal, and distractibility. It can 
also undermine children's intellec
tual development, as their energy 
goes into figuring out how to pro
tect themselves rather than into 
mastering other vital cognitive con
cepts and skills. Only when chil
dren feel safe can they approach 
new situations and challenges with 
curiosity and openness. 

Many children growing up today 
see over and over-both in the 
media and from direct experience
that dangers lurk in many places 
and that the adults in their environ
ment are often unable to protect 
them. Many children quickly con
clude that constant vigilance, fight
ing, and use of weapons are neces
sary strategies to keep themselves 
safe. This situation can put many 
later aspects of development at risk. 

What you can do:. Children who 
see the world as a dangerous place 
need to learn how to feel safe. They 
need help in learning what positive 
things they can do to protect them
selves and others. They should be 
able to let their guard down and to 
trust the adults wJ.io are caring for 
them. To KCOI:'lPlish this goal, chil
dten requ.i.nt predictalp.~, ~~cure, 
a d NSpectful clusreont and 

Opposite, p. 6: Playing with guns is a 
fa vorite pastime in the Las Mangueras 
area of Porto Ve/ho , Brazil. Above: Boys 
in the Rocinha Community Center, a 
Brazilian Methodist program in Rio. 

Sunday-school environments. In 
these environments, they need con
sistent, caring, and responsive 
adults who understand that helping 
children feel safe is a legitimate and 
important focus of the curriculum. 

Experiencing Autonomy 
A central developmental task of 
children in the early years is to 
acquire a feeling of competence-a 
sense of themselves as separate 
people who can effectively deal 
with events and make a difference 
in the world around them. As chil
dren experience autonomy, they 
feel powerful and strong. They are 
developing the confidence and 
skills necessary to get their needs 
met and to solve the problems they 
encounter without violence. 

·What you can do: Children 
exposed to violence need help in 
lenning how to function as 

t 
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autonomous and effective people. 
They must learn to share responsi
b ility for wha t h appen s in their 
immedia te environ ment . They 
must be taught how to get their 
needs met and voices heard with
out figh ting and violen ce. Tha t 
way, they can begin to feel impor
tant and powerful through really 
making a difference. To help chil
dren accomplish this , teach er s 
need to m ake their classrooms 
places w here ch ildren regularly 
contr ibute in m eaningful and 
appropriate ways and where chil
dren's individual voices are heard 
and respected . 

Respect and Connectedness 
Children need to experience con
nectedness to and respect for other 
people . An impor tant ta sk in a 

Make-believe gunplay star ts early in 
Porto Velho, Brazil. 

child 's early years is to rely on and 
support others in mutually respect
ful relationships-to be part of a 
carin g community. Then, as chil
dren succeed in relationships, they 
develop a sense of belonging that 
can help them feel secure enough 
to try new things-to experiment, 
explore , lea rn, and grow as 
autonomous individuals. 

Violence undermines children's 
ability to develop positive inter
personal skills and a sense of con
nectedness with others. In violent 
environments, real or fictional , 
rugged indiv iduals w ho can 
p rotect themselves are the models 
held up to be emulated. Needing 
others is associated with helpless
ness. Violence is often seen as the 
m e thod of choice for solving 
problems and conflicts. 

What you can do: You can pro
vide children with opportunities to 
belong to a community of caring 
and responsible individuals . In 
such an environment, children con
tribute in meaningful ways to what 
happens. They have many chances 
to learn about how their actions 
affect others and what they can do 
to get their own needs met. They 
also learn skills for solving their 
problems with others in mutually 
agreeable ways. 

Interpreting Experience 
Children need to build an under
standing of violent experiences . 
They need to tell their stories and 
to deal creatively with their expe
rience in order to master and con
struct meaning from it. They often 
do this through play, art, story
tell ing, or writing (as they get 
older) or by talking to a caring 
adult. Through this work a sense 
of equilibrium can be achieved. 
Learning and development are 
fostered. 

When children have experienced 
some sort of trauma, as through a 
disturbing or violent event, it is 
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From the third-floor gym of the Rocinha 
Community Center in Rio de Janeiro, this 
girl can see the city beyond the slum that 
surrounds her. 

especially important that they have 
ample opportunities to talk about 
it and get the assistance they need 
to work it through. The more vio
lence children are exposed to, the 
greater will be their efforts to try to 
understand and deal with it. 

What you can do: Trying to ban 
violent content from the classroom 
or Sunday-school room often 
seems like the easiest and safest 
approach, but usually this does not 
serve children's needs. They need 
wide-ranging opportunities to talk 
about the violence in their lives 
with caring adults. They need the 
encouragement to develop rich 
and meaningful art, stories, and 
play. As children do this, you can 
gain an understanding of their 
needs as you see how they are 
interpreting the violence. This 
understanding can guide your 
efforts to provide children with the 
information and support they 
need. It can help you counteract 
many of the negative lessons the 
children may be learning. 

Creating opportunities for chil
dren to come to an understanding 
of their experiences with violence 
can be quite stressful for adults. 
You never know what disturbing 
information children will bring up. 
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You might even hear things about 
children' s experiences that you 
wish you did not know and that 
you cannot possibly make better. 
In some cases, it will be important 
to know outside resources to 
which you can turn for help. 

Countering Negative Lessons 
Children need experiences that 
counteract the negative lessons 
they are learning from the "social
ly toxic environment." When their 
energy goes into dealing with vio
lence in their homes or communi
ties and on TV, their ability to 
engage in the creative activities 
that could help them cope with 
their experience can be seriously 
undermined. Media-linked toys of 
violence add to the problem; they 
channel children into imitative 
rather than creative play. 

What you can do: Once children 
feel safe expressing themselves, 
adults' can help them develop the 
interpretive skills and problem
solving processes they need to 
cope creatively with violent expe
rience in play, art, storytelling, 
drama, and guided discussions. 
The materials you provide, the 
degree to which you value and 
respect what children do, and the 
ways in which you actively facili
tate children's efforts-all con
tribute to the children's ability to 
deal with violence effectively. 

Alternatives to Violence 
What children see, hear, and do 
in their environment becomes 
the content they use as a basis for 
building ideas about the world. 
The ideas they build are then 
used for interpreting new experi
ence and formulating new ideas. 
When society provides children 
with extensive violent content, 
many come to see violence as 
central to the working of the 
world. In this way, violence can 
become a powerful part of the 

Even in the Amazon Basin, at the edge of the jungle, the influence of American televi
sion can be seen in the imitative violence of chil~ren 's play. 

foundation on which their philos
ophy is being built. 

What you can do: You can help 
children get deeply involved in 
developmentally appropriate con
tent that offers exciting and mean
ingful alternatives to violence. You 
can consciously build a curriculum 
with activities that offer such alter
natives and that grow out of chil
dren's deep interests and needs. I 
have found that it is often those chil
dren most involved with violence 
who are the most excited about find
ing new and empowering ways to 
become involved with their world. 

Meeting children's needs in vio
lent times is an enormous challenge. 
Neither classroom nor church
school teachers alone can solve the 
problems created for children by the 
violence in society. Yet there is a lot 
that adults can do. Working to 
understand how children are affect
ed by violence and what helps to 
counteract its negative effects is a 
meaningful way to begin. 0 

Diane Levin, Ph.D., is professor of edu
cation at Wheelock College in Boston, 
Massachusetts, where she teaches a 
course on violence and children. 
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Transforming 
Violence 

The Alternatives to Violence Project 
by Mark A. Burch 

The Alternatives to Violence Project is 
an organization of dedicated volun
teers formed to help people resolve con
flict creatively without violence. AVP 
workshops are held both inside prisons 
and in community settings. An AVP 
workshop consists of an intensive pro
gram of exercises and discussions 
designed to create a sense of communi
ty by building participants' self-esteem 
and self-confidence in a trusting and 
supportive atmosphere. 

Tanya first met violence during 
her childhood when she was sub
jected to alcohol-driven outbursts 
of verbal and emotional abuse. 
Later, growing up in Winnipeg, 
one of Canada's tougher towns, 
she encountered emotional and 
physical violence again and 
again-in the men she dated, in 
her friends ' behavior, and in the 
growth of gang activity in the 
community as a whole. Today she 
is a 26-year-old community-rela
tions coordinator for the 1997 
Canada Summer Games, a 
national version of the Olympics. 
Her life could have turned out 
very differently if she hadn't 
encountered AVP. 

"We start AVP workshops by 
defining violence," Tanya explains. 
Her gaze is direct and confident. 
Nothing about her says victim. 

"We brainstorm as a group about 
all the meanings of violence," she 
continues. "It's very important to 
start with this because people 
experience violence in different 
ways." 

In AVP' s Guide to Transforming 
Power, a business-card-sized hand
out, the first strategy is to "reach 
common ground." In workshops, 
common ground is found in a vari
ety of ways. Participants usually 
begin by telling personal stories
describing incidents of violence in 
their own lives or in their families 
and communities. 

Russell is the 37-year-old execu
tive director of an advocacy organ
ization for men serving prison 
terms. He has seen countless faces 
of violence during his years with 
the John Howard Society in 
Brandon, Manitoba. As a volunteer 
with AVP for the past six years, he 
has run both community-based 
and prison-based workshops, 
earning the nickname "Right-on 
Russell." Now he serves as AVP's 
Canadian National Clerk, a leader
ship position in the Canadian net
work of A VP leaders. 

"Of all the things I've done," says 
Russell, "AVP is one I can clearly 
say has made a difference for peo
ple. In general, our prisons are a 
failure. Our justice system and our 
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social agencies fail people. But 
there's something about AVP that 
cuts through all that and makes a 
difference." 

Linda is a professional volunteer 
in her 40s, living on pure faith and 
on a succession of just-in-time 
small grants along with part-time 
wages and found miracles. She has 
transformed her own personal his
tory of emotional, physical, and 
sexual abuse by developing work
shops for sexual-abuse survivors, 
by running a counseling service, 
and by doing volunteer work for 
AVP. 

Linda's voice softens as she tells 
of her experiences in workshops. 
"AVP is about moving toward 
wholeness," she says. "Some 
would call it health. A VP moves us 
away from simply struggling to 
survive and toward that place of 
being where we are neither right 
nor wrong, but simply are." 

Energy for Peace 
What do Tanya, Russell, and Linda 
have in common? Violence has 
touched all their lives-yet they 
have discovered a way to trans
form the energy behind the vio
lence into a power for peace and 
cooperation. They haven't pur
chased expensive security systems 
for protection, nor have they 
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Transforming power is the power to convert the energy behind violence in to a power for peace. 

supported the construction of 
more prisons or tried to get even 
with the perpetrators of violence. 
Instead, they have all become vol
unteer group leaders in the 
Alternatives to Violence Project. 

The Alternatives to Violence 
Project began in 1975 in New York 
State when members of the 
Religious Society of Friends (the 
Quakers) were approached by 
inmates of the Greenhaven Prison. 
Prisoners had formed "The Think 
Tank Concept" to work with youth 
who were prone to delinquency. 
Despite the prisoners' good inten
tions, they were having only limit
ed success in helping teens break 
free from the psychology of vio
lence. So they asked members of 
the Quaker Project on Community 
Conflicts to lead them in nonvio
lence training. This training later 

evolved into the Alterna tives to 
Violence Project. 

For some years, the project was 
focused in prisons. But, as aware
ness of the prevalence of violence 
in society grew, the A VP began to 
offer workshops in community 
and school settings . In 1994 and 
1995, nearly 1100 workshops were 
held in the United Sta tes alone. 
Most were prison-based events, 
but AVP school-based workshops 
for youth are the grow th engine of 
the organization. Now AVP work
shops are offered not only in the 
United States but in Can ad a, 
Germany, Hun ga ry, Centra l 
America , and several Afr ican 
countries . Despite this grow th, 
AVP gets little publicity. 

"A VP is totally volunteer-driven 
and mostly prison-fo cused ," 
Russell explains. "We accept very 

little m oney from insti tutions so 
we aren ' t political. The principle of 
volunteerism is cen tral to the proj
ect. It means tha t when we work 
wi th p risoners and communi ty 
people, they know we're not being 
paid to change them. That says a 
tremendous amount righ t there . 
We're all in it together. I guess that 
sor t of th ing doesn ' t ge t much 
press!" 

This strategy, too, is reflected in 
the Guide to Tran sform ing Power: 
"Build community based on hon
esty, respect, and caring." 

Leaming Conflict Resolution 
Th e Alterna tiv s to Violen ce 
Project consists of a series of thr e 
workshops: Ba ic, Advanced, and 
Trainin g for Facili ta tors . Gro up 
exercises and discussions focu on 
four basic elem n ts of non · iol nt 
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Participants in AVP develop their own 
mandala to help them focus on the goals 
of transforming power. 

action: affirmation, community 
building, communication skills, 
and conflict resolution. Prison
based workshops last 36 hours . 
Groups of 15 to 20 meet under the 
guidance of teams of facilitators 
specifically trained for the task. 
Facilitators serve apprenticeships 
under more experienced leaders 
before joining workshop leadership 
teams. Community-based work
shops run about 22 hours with sim
ilar agendas and leadership. 

Workshops include time for 
thoughtfu l reflection, for lively 
activities designed to teach specific 
skills, for group discussions, and 
for trust-building exercises. There 
is little formal teaching but much 

for 

attention to creating a trusting 
atmosphere that helps participants 
learn from each other. Role-plays 
are used to act out conflict situa
tions and to model strategies that 
lead to positive outcomes. Group 
discussions also help participants 
gather insights and increase their 
self-awareness. 

The principal aim of the work
shops is to help the participants 
discover the basic goodness within 
themselves and others. This 
process reveals what the AVP 
practitioners call " transforming 
power"-the power that leads 
people away from violence. AVP 
participants explore the individual 
and group dynamics that enable 
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them to experience and apply 
transforming power and thus 
reduce the potential for all forms 
of violence in their lives. In doing 
this, they follow 12 guidelines: 

1. Seek to resolve conflicts by 
reaching common ground. 

2. Reach for that something good 
in others. 

3. Listen before making 
judgments. 

4. Base your position on truth. 
5. Be ready to revise your position, 

if it is wrong. 
6. Expect to experience great 

inward power to act. 
7. Risk being creative rather than 

violent. 
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U urpri e and humor. 
9. L am to tru t your inn r ense 

of when to act. 
10. B willing to uffer for what i 

important. 
11 . B pati nt and persistent. 
12. Build commtmity based on 

hon ty, re pect, and caring. 

Pure Acceptance 
Clearly, a personal encounter with 
transforming power is key to the 
AVP e perience. This experience is 
deeply spiri tual. At the same time, 
it carefull y sides teps many con
tentious issues that divide different 
religious groups. 

Tanya tells a story abou t trans
forming power. " I worked for a 
man who loved the organization 
he worked for more than anything 
else," she says. " In fac t, he some
times told lies to maintain his posi
tion. Once he did this and it put me 
on the spot. I went home, looked 
over m y AVP m aterials, and then 
thought I had to ta lk wi th him 
about it. When I brought it to the 
table, he s tarted ye lling and 
screaming at m e. I spoke clearly 
about m y own feelings and used 
some humor. Then h e broke as 

though a wav had hi t him. He sa t 
down, said 'Oh ... ,' and th n apolo
gized to m e . Th e transform ing 
power wa that change in his going 
from the violent to the calm." 

"Tran sforming p ower is pure 
ace ptance," Tanya continues. "It's 
acceptin g wh o you are, wh ere 
you're from, and who the other per-
on is . Accep tance gives you the 

power to say: 'That's who I am. If 
you like me, fine. If not, well ... I like 
who I am. I don't want to give that 
up .' AVP has helped me develop 
some talents and has given me some 
strengths to get through life." 

For Russell, transforming power 
accords with some of his core beliefs. 
"In my spiritual travels," he says, 
"I've come to believe that there is 
something of God in everyone. We 
need to look for the light in every 
person. AVP helps me to do that." 

"Transforming power is a power 
that's all around us," he continues. 
"If we say we can grasp it and hold 
it, we lose it. But if we let it flow 
through us, it can transform u and 
bring peace into our relationships. 
AVP helps us move from an 'us
them' attitude toward a 'we' atti
tude. It breaks down stereotypes 

''The Human Knot" is a "Light and Lively" exercise designed to build community and 
raise the energy levels of AVP group members. 

and prejudices and helps us build 
commtmity." 

"Finally," Russell adds, "AVP 
brings ou t the kid in me and in 
o ther people . Th e ' Light and 
Lively' activities during the work
shops are really fun. A lot of peo
ple coming to workshops haven ' t 
really laughed in a long time." 

For Linda, transforming power 
"is like life force, like a prayer. 
' This is w h a t I h ave, w h a t I ' m 
bringing to you, what I'm giving 
from my core, what I want to see 
in this situation," ' she says. "One 
workshop participant described it 
as a 'rainbow beginning in my gut 
and spreading all the way out."' 

The AVP program is careful to 
point out that trC1inees must be pre
pared to take risks, to suffer fo r 
wha t is right, and to be patient 
w hile working fo r ch ange. The 
AVP process is not a panacea. It 
may not work in every situation or 
wi th every person . Nevertheless, 
as we approach the millennium
coming out of a century that has 
witnessed an unprecedented rise 
in the tide of personal and collec
tive violence--AVP may be one of 
a handful of experiences that pro
vide a peaceable alternative. D 

Mark Burch, a Canadian author, is a 
writer, educator, group facili tator, and 
edu cational consultant. His book 
Simplici ty : No tes, Stories and 
Exercises for Developing Unimagin
able Wealth is available from New 
Society Publishers, 1995. 

For more information on the 
Alternatives to Violence Project, 
contact: AVP-USA, P.O. Box 
300431, Houston, Texas, 17230-
0431. Phone or fax: 713-747-
9999. For AVP in Canada, con
tact: AVP-Canada, c/o Bill 
McMechan, RR 2, Hastings, 
On rio, C da, KOL 1 VO. 

7f>S.696..2153. 
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• 
lil Partnership 

by T. Brooks Shepard 

From coast to coast, the newspaper 
headlines and television journalists 
report of confrontations betw een 
inner-city youth and police. Many 
of these situations end p ainfully, 
esp ecially fo r the young p eople 
in volved . In Bos ton, Massachu
se tts, Un i ted Me thodis t Urban 
Services and the Bos ton Police 
Department have come up with a 
way to intervene in the lives of 
youth before a breakdown in com
munica tion s lead s to hazardous 
and violent results. 

Youth and Police in Partnership 
(YPP) w as d eveloped to change 

the mutually negative perceptions 
that young people and the police 
in Boston had of one another. YPP 
brings together 14- to 17-year-olds 
who want to develop their leader
ship qualities and to cultivate a 
better relationship with the police 
and the community. The organiza
tion fosters better youth-police 
understanding through face-to
face communications, roundtable 
discussions, community programs, 
and recreational activities. 

Begun in March 1995, YPP oper
ates in Boston's South End and 
Jamaica Plain neighborhoods. The 
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South End's population is mostly 
African American and Jamaica 
Plain's is Hispanic (largely from 
Puerto Rico, El Salvador, and the 
Dominican Republic). Youth in 
both neighborhoods see the police 
as an enemy. In fact, many youth 
are estranged from all adults
including, in some cases, their own 
parents. The lack of credible role 
models has an enormous impact 
on their vision of the future. 

"The United Methodist Urban 
Services-which is the urban min
istry of The United Methodist 
Church in greater Boston-helps 
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churches and organizations that are 
affiliated with The United 
Methodist Church address issues 
that are crucial to the people," 
states the Rev. Wesley Williams, 
who directs the YPP project. 
"Certainly, economics is an issue, 
education is an issue-as are all the 
things that lead to marginalization. 
But we felt we needed to work 
through the lens of the Gospel. 
Economic viability is predicated on 
safe neighborhoods. We need to 
have safety and a feeling of comfort 
and trust in our communities." 

Spiritual and Moral Values 
In 1995, when the Boston Police 
Department was developing a 
citywide strategy for community 
policing, the church decided to get 
involved in that effort. "We felt 
that community policing could not 
happen without a values and rela
tionship component that we knew 
we co·uld help with," Williams 
recalls. 

So Williams went to the police 
chief and offered assistance. "We 
told him that churches can be used 
to help enhance the relationships 
between the police and the com
munities. We know there is a prob
lem-especially in communities of 
color. I believe that once we begin 
to talk about some basic feelings 
and get those feelings out, we can 
begin the work of healing. I believe 
that churches are the custodians of 
relationships. Healing is one of our 
major ministries. We call it salva
tion, but it is healing through Jesus 
Christ." 

Structuring the concept of YPP 
had its complications because of 
the need for the separation of 
church and state."The police chief 
realizes the importance of the 
church in communities of color," 
Williams points out. "And as long 
as we are not trying to make folks 
United Methodists-or even 
Christians, for that matter-there is 

Opposite, p. 14: Joel Merced and Paola Martinez are peer leaders at the San Andres 
YPP project. Above: The San Andres peer leaders. 

a role for us. We push values and 
talk about spiritual and moral 
authority. We talk about respect, 
accountability, and truth-telling." 

YPP meets Mondays through 
Thursdays in two locations: at the 
Cooper Community Center in the 
South End and at San Andres 
Iglesia Metodista Unida in Jamaica 
Plain. Each site has 12 young peo
ple who work after school four 
days a week for $5 per hour. The 
youth watch out for community 
problems, search for the root caus
es, and work with police to form 
and carry out a plan of action. As 
peer leaders, they also try to get 
more youths involved in police
youth dialogues. Each group of 12 
is supervised by a site coordinator 
and by Youth Services officers from 
the Boston Police Department. 

YPP is structured to build rela
tionships between the peer leaders 
and the Youth Services officers 
through roundtable discussions 
and field trips. As a way of han
dling difficult situations, YPP 
introduces a problem-solving 
methodology that identifies and 
deals with the underlying causes .. 

This process includes mentoring 
from adults in the church, the com
munity, and the Boston Police 

Department. Other components 
are community service and peer
leader training . The spiritual 
aspect of the program is so impor
tant that each YPP meeting begins 
and ends with prayer. In addition, 
YPP teaches communication skills 
such as writing and public speak
ing. Peer leaders, site coordina
tors, and police officers all take 
classes at the law school. The pro
gram stresses mutual respect and 
cooperation. 

YPP Projects 
It is euphemistic to call Ramsey 
Park a "park." Rather, it is a barren 
field with baseball diamonds , 
benches, and scrub trees where 
houses sacrificed for urban renew
al once stood. The park sits right 
next to the Cooper Community 
Center. "We' re in the process of 
trying to get the park redesigned," 
says Monte Bynoe, YPP site coordi
nator at Cooper. ''We want to make 
it safer for the young kids in the 
community." Bynoe notes that the 
park has become an adult hangout 
used for drinking, prostitution, 
and drugs."We want to take it back 
for the neighborhood," he says. 
"We want a dusk-to-dawn curfew, 
with police who get out of their 
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cars and walk through to make 
people move on." 

"At YPP, we deal with the park, 
homelessness, and crime-all of 
them right here," Bynoe observes. 
We recently held a candlelight vigil 
to inform the communi ty that YPP 
is here to help. We were also seek
ing God ' s guidan ce, be ca u se I 
believe prayer will change things." 
The turnout at the vigil was inter
d en om ina tiona l and included 
m em bers of th e Bos to n Police 
Department. 

"Now that they see that there are 
young people who want to uplift 
this community, the neighborhood 
says it is 100 percent behind us," 
Bynoe reports. 

The ro und table aspect of 
Cooper ' s YPP program involves 
getting the youth and the police to 
sit down and talk to one another. 
"We begin to rea lize who the 
police are on a personal level, and 
they realize that all young people 
a re n ot the same," Byn oe says . 
"We' re trying to break down the 
stereotyp es that youth and police 
have of one another." 

Once a month, the group travels 
to other community centers to hold 
d ialogu es on the subject "Teens 
Today." The lively, complex discus
sions cover such teenage problems 
as gangs, drugs, date rape, relation
sh ip s, and p regnancy. The talks 
prove that those who accuse young 
people of being unconcerned about 
these problems are wrong. 

South End Youth 
Shavonne McQueen, age 17, has 
been in the Coop er YPP fo r 18 
months."Some teens in the com
munity don't believe in adults," 
she says. "They don ' t trust peo
p le." Shavonne has fo und that, 
during the roundtable discussions, 
an attitudinal shift from negative 
to positive takes place. "As far as 
I'm concerned, " she notes, "that's 
change. In addition, I have caring 

people around me-people w ho 
will help me out. That has a posi
tive impact on my life." 

Adrian Brooks, age 17, moved to 
Boston in 1993, joined YPP two 
year s ago , and is now a junior 
coordinator. "I've always been fas
cinated with police work," Brooks 
says. "I wanted to show youth that 
police are not all about throwing 
you on the ground and handcuff
ing you. They want to help you 
and give you advice if you have 
problems. That's what I like about 
the program." 

An 11-year veteran of the Boston 
Police Department, John Ridge has 
spent the last three years working 
as an anticrime officer. "I was 
asked to attend a meeting with the 
Rev. Williams," Ridge recalls. "I 
heard about the program and I 
thought it was a great idea." Ridge, 
who grew up in South Boston's pre
dominantly Irish D Street projects, 
found that "even though we 

[police and youth] are d ifferent, 
we' re a lot alike. I had to learn a 
lot," he admits, "and they had to 
learn a lot, too. That's a plus." 

Ridge enjoys working with YPP 
because " the kids are willing to 
work hard and that impresses me. 
They' re looking to change their 
community for the better." 

Jamaica Plain 
A few blocks away from the brick 
buildings of South End, the archi
tecture changes to the two-story 
wooden buildings and s m all 
cement-strip mall tha t make up 
Jamaica Plain. San Andres-St. 
Andrew's United Method is t 
Church in English-blends into the 
neighborhood . William Morales is 
the site coordinator for YPP at the 
church. 

"A year ago," Morales recalls, 
"on a drug-infested, gang-occu
pied street, we organized residents 
on a crime watch. We began to do 

The Rev. Wesley Williams, director of Boston's Youth and Police in Partnership (YPP) 
program. "Healing is one of our major ministries," he says. 
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Adrian Brooks, 17, is a junior YPP coordinator at the Cooper Community Center in 
Boston, Massachusetts . 

door-knocking and grassroots 
organizing, telling residents that 
they do have the power to change 
the face of the community." 

Results of a survey of young peo
ple and adults in the neighborhood 
showed that each group believed 
the other was the cause of the 
problems. "So part of our task was 
bringing youth and adults together 
to find out why this drug and gang 
activity was happening here," 
Morales says. "We found that there 
were two illegal lodging houses." 
A landlord was renting to people 
who turned out to be drug dealers 
from outside the neighborhood. 
"We contacted our local represen
tatives and city officials," Williams 
continues. "Today those houses are 
closed." The St. Andrew's contin
gent provides ongoing support for 
the crime watch by providing a 
meeting space, fliers, and mailings. 

"Another thing we work on is 
our roundtable discussions 
throughout the area," Morales 
adds. "There are confrontation 
problems between youth and 
police because we're one of the ear
liest Latino neighborhoods and we 

continue to grow. A lot of the 
youth did not believe that college 
was accessible and didn't under
stand that there were scholarships 
for them." 

Juan Torres and John Baez are the 
Youth Services officers for the 
Jamaica Plain YPP. "The pressure 
on the kids is unbelievable," says 
Torres, referring to the use of drugs 
and guns. "When we were kids, 
there were some guns, but now 
everybody has guns." 

"They're taking guns to school," 
Baez interjects. "Now we have 12-
and 13-year-olds with guns." 

Torres adds: "It's sad when kids 
know more about guns than they 
do about their schoolwork." 

Both officers, however, see YPP 
as a community asset. They are 
firmly convinced that the young 
people they work with at YPP have 
developed positive attitudes. Baez 
and Torres look forward to meet
ings with peer leaders. "When 
we're driving down the street in a 
cruiser, the car presents a barrier," 
says Baez. "We're unapproachable. 
At a program such as this, in a 
church setting, where the kids take 

it upon themselves to pray before 
we start the program, then com
munication can exist." 

Paola Martinez and Joel Merced 
are two youth with bright cheerful 
personalities who are eager to dis
cuss their YPP experiences. "When 
people see that you're working 
with the police, they start calling 
you a snitch," Merced points out. 
"But once you start telling them 
about the program-that you' re 
here to enhance the relationship 
between the community and the 
police-then they w ant to know 
how they can take part." 

Martinez speaks out about 
adults ' perceptions of inner-city 
youth: "All of us hang on the cor
ner. All of us are destructive. All of 
us like to drink. That's how they 
see us." She adds: "Also, they 
think that the girls get pregnant 
because they are having sex at a 
young age. Not all of us do that. 
We don't all do the same things, as 
people usually think." 

The value of the field trips in the 
YPP program cannot be over
looked. The young people were 
unanimom. in praising the pro
gram's recreational aspects . 
Merced notes: "We get up at four 
in the morning to go skiing or hik
ing or white-water rafting . We 
work four days a week, so on the 
weekends we have activities." 

Wesley Williams is succinct when 
he describes what the YPP pro
gram is about: "The whole purpose 
is to have youth and police work 
together, using a problem-solving 
methodology to get at the root 
causes of problems in our commu
nity." And it's working! The Youth 
and Police in Partnership program 
is a change agent for hope and a 
catalyst for a better tomorrow. 0 

T. Brooks Shepard is a freelance writer 
who works in New York City and 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
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A New Start for Battered 
Women in Kansas City 

When Cara* first arrived at 
Newhouse, a shelter for battered 
women in Kansas City, Missouri, 
her most visible sign of abuse was 
a bruised and swollen eye. Her eye 
wasn't the only sign, however. 

After suffering physical, emo
tional, and mental abuse for seven 
years, 29-year-old Cara was finally 
ready to make a new life for her
self and her three children. But she 
didn't know where to turn. "I 
prayed: 'Lord Jesus, give me a 
sense of direction,"' she recalled. 
'"Help me find my way."' 

Newhouse-a ministry for bat
tered women that counts the 
Missouri West Conference of The 
United Methodist Church and the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
among its supporters-was an 
answer to her prayer. 

Newhouse was founded in 
Kansas City in 1971 by one United 
Methodist and two Presbyterian 
churches. Originally, it offered a 
food pantry, a clothes closet, and 

by John C. Stein 
other basic emergency assistance 
to its surrounding community. 
Then a growing awareness of bat
tered women's need for a refuge 
and for other services prompted a 
shift in its outreach focus. As a 
result, the Newhouse women's 
sheiter opened in 1979. Now all 
Newhouse ministries center on 
support and intervention for 
abused women and their children. 
The General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM)-through its 
Women's Division and its former 
National Division-has given 
strong support to the Newhouse 
ministries. Cara is one of more 
than 14,000 women and children 
to benefit from the f 

and shelter; counseling; assistance 
in her search for permanent hous
ing; and daycare for her children 
while she looks for work and a 
place to live. All of this aid comes 
with a personal touch. 

"They [the shelter staff] care 
about how you feel," Cara says. 
"They listen to you without acxua
ing." After a moment, she adds: 
"They don't put hands on 
hurt you." 

The need for 
women like Cara • 
estimated that, in 
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that they were forced to turn away 
1343 other women and child ren 
for lack of pace. 

Cara is one of the for tunate ones 
who found help at Newhouse. She 
had becom e pregn ant a nd h ad 
dropped out of high school during 
her enior year. Several years later, 
she met Lawrence,* her abuser of 
seven years and fa ther of two of 
her children . Ass is ta n ce fro m 
N ewhouse and renewed a tten 
dance at church have provided her 
with the support she need ed to 
break free from her dependence 
on Lawrence. 

"Bruises heal," she said . "The 
emotional and mental stuff leaves 
scars. I stepped out on faith [coming 
to Newhouse]. I knew God would 
make a way for me and my babies." 

Services are provided to clients 
beyond the shelter as well. 
Newhouse reports handling 5358 
calls to the shelter's crisis hotline, 
assistlli.g 939 women through court 
advocacy, and making 85 commu
nity educational presentations. 

Breaking the Violence Cycle 
Leslie Caplan, Newhouse's execu
tive director, expects increasing 
demands for service. ''There is an 
intergenerational cycle of vio
lence," she points out. "This cycle 
expands as children of one genera
tion grow up, passing on patterns 
of violence to their own children. 
'The cycle can't be broken unless 

le find other ways of interact-
,, The fact that the generational 

is shortening only com
-ias the problem. Newhouse 

•111111<;aJ1tllers as young as 14 
lt,~..-- reports. 

Newhouse original-
-~ to the 

now begun to pur
sue avenues of 
interven tion that 
are innova tive and 
are also sometimes 
experimental. One 
developi n g pro
gram, for example, 
p rovides counsel
in g fo r m en w h o 
ba tter. Group ses
sion s a re sch ed
uled weekly for 26 
weeks. According 
to Caplan, there is 
not yet a consensus 
about the value of 

A bove and below : The Clothesline Project. Each battered 
such groups. Some woman from the Newhouse shelter expresses her feelings on a 
skeptics suspect T-shirt. The T-shirts are paraded and then placed on display. 
that men who batter 
only learn new and 
subtler methods of abuse . Other 
people are convinced that the par
ticipants do 

might choose instead of returning to 
an abusive partner. About a third of 

these badly 
b a ttered learn and use 

alternatives to 
violent inter
actions. "The 
jury on this is 
still out," says 
Caplan. With 
New house's 
first counsel
ing group still 
in progress, it 
will take some 
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Alternatives to Violence 
The Bridge Project is another inter
vention measure implemented by 
Newhouse and cosponsored by 
Truman Medical Center and the 
School of Medicine at the 
University of Missouri at Kansas 
City. When a woman seeking treat
ment at Truman's emergency room 
is id entified as abused, she is 
linked with one of 15 trained vol
uateer advocates. The advocate 
• ..• ride infonnation about shel-

·-.:•••• other a1lanaliws the woman 

Newhouse 
services is 

called KC PRYDE: Kansas City 
Promo ting Resiliency in Youth 
from Diverse Environments. With 
extensive help from Juniper 
Gardens-a research program of 
the University of Kansas that 
began within a public-housing 
project of that name-Newhouse 
received a federal grant of $1 mil
lion for the three-year project. 
PRYDE aims to reduce the risk that 
children will grow up to abuse 
drugs, alcohol-and other people. 
The program focuses on children 
between the ages of three and eight 
and monitors their progress. 
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Volunteers from Hallmark Cards, Inc. in Kansas City help repair the shelter's porch. 

According to Newhouse s taff 
member Renee Ford, the effort 
seeks to "increase protective fac
tors" in the children's lives. In the 
shelter, this work involves helping 
mothers develop better personal, 
social, and practical skills and pro
viding them with models of the 
kind of good parenting that 
enhances children's emotional and 
educational development. 

But PRYDE goes beyond services 
offered in the shelter. A case man
ager continues intervention in the 
home and in the school for up to 
three years. Adult mentors visit 
each child in the program once a 
week, serving as role models and 
friends. By these means, children 
learn alternatives to violent behav
ior. Teachers in the Kansas City 
School District who have students 
in the PRYDE program receive spe
cial training in order to understand 
and respond to the special needs of 
these children. Their mothers are 
given assistance during job search
es. Ford states: "We try to strength
en families by improving their 
whole system of family manage
ment, by enhancing the ties 
between mother and child." 

their roofs at any given time. The 
components of PRYDE interven
tion will be tracked over time and 
assessed by the Juniper Gardens 
program. Dr. Dale Walker, a 
Juniper Gardens researcher, 
believes that the data gathered will 
be invaluable to the work of shel
ters across the country. "We will be 
able to document which programs 
are most effective in improving 
children's outcomes," she predicts. 
It seems that formal research in this 
arena has not been done before. 

Renee Ford oversees most of the 
day-to-day PRYDE operation for 
Newhouse. She recognizes the 
importance of the project's results. 
"We' re trying to help each battered 

-_ ' 
-( 
~ 

woman gain her own freedom 
from dependence on an abuser," 
Ford points out. PRYDE, the 
Bridge Project, and other services 
offered by Newhouse provide the 
kind of total care that can make a 
lasting difference in the lives of 
women and children at risk. 

Cara's chances for independence 
appear good, but she knows it will 
not be easy. 'Tm going to make it," 
she states flatly. "I don't want my 
children living in and out of shel
ters, so I'm anxious to get out on 
my own. But I'm scared, too. I 
haven't really been on my own 
before." After three weeks at 
Newhouse, she is almost ready. 

"The Bible says: 'Seek, and you 
will find,"' Cara reminds us . "I 
found what I needed here. Now I 
have my mind back. I have to give 
God the credit and praise. God 
brought me to this place when I 
had nowhere else to go." 0 

*This name has been changed to pro
tect individual privacy. 

John C. Stein is director of communi
cations for the Missouri West 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. You may visit the Missouri 
West Conference Homepage at 
http://hwmin.gbgm-umc.org/confer
ences/missouri-west/ 

The three-year follow-up period 
PRYDE boasts is extraordinary. 
More typically, most shelters pro
vide no follow-up at all. They are 
designed to serve only those under Airing the "dirty laundry" of abuse lielps battered women recover. 
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After th bombing in Oklahoma 
City in pril 1995, a feeling of vul
n rability pr ad across the Unit d 
State . Th n eless loss of inno
cent li e wa mourned all across 
th c tmtry. Th memory of small 
lifele bodie and devastated par
ents who thought that they had 
left their children in safe daycare 
linger in the minds of those who 
watched the special televised 
report . 

"Up With People, Chapter 16," 
appeared at Malvern United 
Methodist Church and confronted 
him in the church narthex. Rather 
than deterring him, however, the 
visit by the group convinced 
Powell that the cotmty needed the 
training. The event was held as 
scheduled, with Powell deter
mined to unmask local hate groups 
for the information and education 
of the wider community. 

From Hate to Healing: 
Dural Chaplins on Dough Turf 

The tragic bombing of the A.P. 
Murrah Federal Building in 
Oklahoma touched the country 
deeply. It brought a new awareness 
of the serious and deadly nature of 
the philosophy taught and activi
ties practiced by America's hate 
groups-the ranks of which are 
growing each year. The Aryan 
Nation, racist "skinheads," neo
Nazi groups, antigovemrnent rnili
tias, and the Ku Klux Klan were 
names bruited about in the press. 
People cried, and mourned, and 
prayed. They wondered if they 
could ever feel safe again in an 
atmosphere that spawned such 
unmitigated hatred. 

While talk about militia groups 
and hate crimes pervaded the air
ways, one grassroots organiza
tion-the Rural Chaplains 
Association-decided to focus on 
rural ministry in the midst of hate 
and violence. The chaplains were 
aware that chronic poverty in rural 
areas provides a seedbed for the 
emergence of militia-type groups. 
A few monfhs after the bombing, 

by Christie R. House 

during the summer of 1995, the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
provided a special grant for the 
Rural Chaplains Association to 
design and coordinate two training 
sessions. Participants in these ses
sions heard notable leaders share 
information about hate crimes and 
hate groups. They explored the 
possible role rural chaplains might 
play in combating hatred and the 
violence it can spawn. One session 
was held in Phoenix, Arizona, and 
the other in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Max Powell-a rural chaplain 
who is a United Methodist pastor 
and director of the 13 Aldersgate 
Cooperating Churches in Carroll 
County, Ohio-attended the 
Phoenix training session in July 
1995. When he returned home to 
Malvern, Ohio, he began to put his 
training into practice by schedul
ing an informational program for 
the Malvern town council and 
police department. 

When Powell arranged and pub
licized a cotmty-wide event, mem
bers of a "Constitutionalist" group, 

Rural Chaplains Association 
Since its inception, the Rural 
Chaplains Association has been 
tackling hard issues, dealing with 
the plight of rural dwellers and 
their churches and communities. 
This ecurnerucal association began 
as a way for clergy and laity work
ing in rural ministries to network 
with one another and share infor
mation and programming ideas. It 
was a genuine grassroots effort, 
arising to meet the needs of people 
working in small towns and rural 
settings-enabling them to break 
out of their isolation and to address 
common issues together on a larg
er scale. Today, the association 
brings together lay and clergy men 
and women who are deeply con
cerned about God's people in rural 
communities and churches. It pro
vides them with fellowship and 
support for their ministries. These 
ministries are diverse, involving 
the rural chaplains in food produc
tion, farm closings, land use, and 
rural economics. The chaplains' 
concerns range from strengthening 
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Above: Hate crimes claim not only their intended targets but also people who were simply in the wrong place at the wrong time. These are 
victims of the 1995 bombing of the A.P Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. Page 21: The logo of the Rural Chaplains Association. 

the spiritual dimension of rural 
families and small communities to 
multinational economic effects on 
rural businesses. 

Since many of the hate groups 
and militias in the United States 
are gaining strength in rural com
munities, several of the rural chap
lains are working with church and 
community leaders to develop 
strategies to counter their influ
ence . They are calling together 
people of good will to work on the 
problem as a group. One of the 
reasons that hate groups flourish is 
that community residents who 
would be outraged by their teach
ings and actions have no idea that 
they exis t in their own towns. 
Educating the larger society about 
the existence, the dogma, and the 
tactics of local and national hate 
groups is a primary focus of those 
rural chaplains who are taking the 
lead on this issue. "Resources keep 

flowing in," says Powell. "The 
Internet and the World Wide Web 
are full of information. You can 
find materials from the KKK and 
various militias right on your com
puter. We can use these materials 
to educate others about these 
groups." 

A Rude Awakening 
Another rural chaplain, Owen 
Gordon, who is a teacher at Wood 
College in Mississippi, also 
attended the Phoenix training ses
sion. "I had been asked to become 
a part of the Mississippi Militia," 
he said. "This invitation came as a 
result of my involvement in the 
development of some of the rural 
communities' fire and emergency 
medical services. This work was a 
grassroots effort that helped me 
meet and get to know a number of 
people across the area. That invita
tion came as a surprise to me 
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because I had no idea that this 
quasi-official organization existed. 
The linkages with state and local 
governments were very strong. 
The scope and the strength of the 
group amazed me. I had never 
heard of it until that moment." 

Gordon began to look for other 
hidden influences in his area. He 
found a number of suspect groups 
posted on the Internet: the KKK, 
various militias, and "splat-ball (or 
paint-ball) clubs"-groups that 
play a war game in military garb, 
using guns loaded with paint to 
splatter the "enemy." Some groups 
were aggressively proselytizing on 
college campuses. Gordon incor
porated the information into a 45-
minute presentation for use in col
lege classes. He also presents the 
program in churches across the 
state, to church groups, and to 
local civic clubs. "Since I focus on 
things that people are already 
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familiar with, there is always some 
disbelief initially," he says. "But 
people usually leave with a sense 
of wonder as things begin to make 
sense." 

The Power of Knowledge 
Max Powell presents some of his 
workshops alone, while at other 
times he teams up with another 
chaplain, Tom Schluter. Together 
they have presented programs for 
the East Ohio School of Mission 
and for the United Methodist Rural 
Fellowship. Recently, they were 
asked to conduct workshops as 
part of a preconference event for 
the National Association of Human 
Rights Workers meeting in 
Columbus, Ohio. Powell has also 
traveled to Texas to carry out a 
workshop with a rural chaplain 
there. 

A basic resource used by Powell 
and other rural chaplains is a publi
cation of the Center for Democratic 
Renewal: When Hate Groups Come to 
Town: A Handbook for Effective 
Community Responses. But Powell 
tailors each workshop to the needs 
of the audience, incorporating the 
subject material that needs to be 
emphasized. A 45-minute program 
for school classes, a half-day work
shop, or an all-day seminar are all 
possibilities, depending on com
munity needs. 

The theological and historical 
background for understanding 
anti-Semitism, historical excuses to 
justify racism, the theology of the 
so-called "Christian Identity" 
Church, and current attempts to 
unify all "White supremacy" 
groups into one organized body are 
topics that the workshops cover. 
Participants may also look into the 
constitutional protections that hate 
groups use, learn how the groups 
can be prevented from using public 
facilities to promote their activities, 
and discover what laws safeguard 
the general population and what 

The A.P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City after the hate-crime bombing on 
April 19, 1995. 

new laws are needed for future 
protection from hate crimes. Laws 
that would criminalize antigovem
men t militias and paramilitary 
training as well as laws that would 
require police to be trained in hate
crime tracking are suggested for 
advocacy. 

In all cases, the basic principles 
discussed are these: 

Who are the hate groups active in 
society today? 

Where are they located? 
What do they do? 
Who are their targets? 
What threat do they pose for the 

community? 
What can we do about it? 

"It' s challenging," Powell con
cludes. "If people pay attention
just that awareness will make a dif
ference. Meanwhile, we've made a 
start." 0 

For more information about Rural 
Chaplains Association workshops on 
hate-crime groups and what to do 
about them-or for more general infor
mation about the association and the 
certification process to become a rural 
chaplain- you may contact the Rural 
Chaplain s Association , P.O. Box 
29044, Columbus, OH 43229. For a 
related article, see "Th e Ch urch's 
Response to Hate-Group Violence" by 
Joseph Agne in the March-April 1996 
issue of New World Outlook. 
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Op~osite,. p. 26: A girl displaced by fighting in Liberia. Above left: Bosnian refugees in Gatinci Camp, Croatia, learn knitting and 
sewing. Right: Charles McElroy (left) , a refugee from Blue.fields, Nicaragua, has resettled in Indianapolis, Indiana, with the help of 
North United Methodist Church. Below right: A young refugee from Central America and her family have found a home in the 
United States with the help of The United Methodist Church . 

The World Council of Churches 
(WCC) has designated 1997 as the 
Ecumenical Year for Churches in 
Solidarity With the Uprooted. The 
Central Committee of the WCC 
voted unanimously on September 
22, 1995, to adopt the statement 
entitled A Moment to Choose: Risking 
To Be With Uprooted People. This 
document challenges church mem
bers to consider and address the 
problem of uprooted people as a 
major crisis of our time. 

In a worldwide campaign, con
gregations of member communions 
are urged to take bold actions to 
welcome, sustain, and accompany 
refugees, migrants, and other dis
placed people in their midst. The 
wee also encourages churches to 
study the causes of the worldwide 
migration of people and to work 
for changes that result in justice and 
peace for all populations. 

The following sections are para
phrased from the document itself. 

The Uprooted 
The uprooted are people who leave 
their communities and their cul
tures because they are forced to do 
so. They are called by various 
names today-refugees, economic 
migrants, the internally displaced, 
asylum-seekers. Millions of people 
have been displaced by wars that 
drag on for years, by deteriorating 
economies, and by conditions that 
devastate their environments. Some 
populations are forced to flee 

because their communities have 
been destroyed by such disasters, 
as floods, earthquakes, and 
drought. However, some "natural" 
disasters may be caused by deliber
ate habitat destruction, such as 
mining, logging, and the extraction 
of other natural resources for profit. 

According to statistics, one of every 
50 people in the world is a refugee or 
international migrant. The majority 
of uprooted people both come from 
and remain in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Most of the refugees 
are women, children, and youth. 

Causes of Forced Displacement 

1. Violence: War, civil conflict, 
human-rights violations, colonial 
domination, and persecution for 
political, religious, ethnic, or social 
reasons are major causes of forced 
human displacement. Today, 30 mil
lion people have been displaced 
within their own countries because 
of violence, while 19.5 million 
refugees have fled to other countries. 
In addition, sexual violence against 
women and girls has become a strat
egy of warfare. Rape is used to fur
ther political agendas, to humiliate 
women and men, and to displace 
and destroy community life. 

2. Deteriorating Economic and 
Social Conditions: Severe break
down of economic and social condi
tions that once provided people 
with the means to survive in their 
home communities is accelerating 

the movement of 
people. The global
ization of the world 
economy produces 
growing inequities in 
wealth and incomes 
within and among 
countries. Major 
technological inno
va tions that con
tribute to joblessness, 
burgeoning debt, 
and rising infant 
mortality and malnutrition leave 
people with no option but to leave 
their communities and to go else
where in search of work and food. 

3. Environmental Destruction: 
Environmental devastation has 
emerged as a powerful motiva
tion for large-scale human dis
placement. Deforestation, loss of 
topsoil, and degradation of agri
cultural land beyond restoration 
are making traditional environ
ments unlivable. Estimates indi
cate that today there are 10 to 25 
million people who have been 
displaced for environmental rea
sons. The manufacturing, testing, 
and deployment of weaponry in 
"peacetime" military e erci e 
and in war have serious effects on 
the environment and make us
tainable land use for agriculture 
and human survival impo ible. 
Renewed nuclear testing contin
ues to threaten the surv iva l of 
communities and produces p er
manent displacement of people. 



the marginalized and excluded. A 
ministry of accompaniment and 
advocacy for uprooted people 
upholds the principles of prophetic 
witness and service. 

The WCC challenges Christians 
to protect and promote respect for 
all uprooted people. This can be 
done by offering shelter or refuge 
to uprooted people, by sponsoring 
a refugee family, or by extending 
sanctuary to people in danger. All 
churches everywhere must ensure 
the protection of uprooted women 
and girls against all forms of vio
lence, must advocate for full legal 
protection of uprooted children, 
and must challenge government 
policies that seek to limit the pro
tections available to refugees. 

Congregations can also promote 
international standards, especially 
for the ratification and full imple
mentation of the UN Convention 
and Protocol Relating to the Status 
of Refu gees, the International 
Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of Their Families, 
and the International Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. 0 

A young refugee from Vietnam has reset
tled wi th his father in the Columbus , 
Ohio, area. 

United Methodist churches are 
urged to learn more about this 
1997 Ecumenical Year for 
Churches in Solidarity With the 
Uprooted and to explore ways of 
promoting its observance in the 
life of their congregations. To 
receive a copy of A Moment to 
Choose and to be put on a mailing 
list for future information, you 
may contact: 

Lilia Fernandez, Executive Secretary 
for Refugee Ministries 
UMCOR 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 330 
New York, NY 10115 (212) 870-3805 
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The people of Sarajevo turn out to greet refugees returning by bus from other parts of ervice 
Bosnia . 
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MISSION MEMO 
UMCOR in Rwanda 
By the end of 1996, 600,000 Rwandan refugees from 
eastern Zaire and 480,000 from Tanzania had returned 
to Rwanda as a result of fighting (in Zaire) and 
forcible repatriation (in Tanzania) . A s a result, 
UMCOR has shifted its focus from Zaire to Rwanda to 
address the needs of the returning refugees. One local 
staff member in Bukavu, Zaire-Jean-Luc-was killed 
while trying to defend UMCOR property. Two other 
Bukavu staff members-Kinge Namanga and Steve 
Most-were evacuated and are now serving in Kigali, 
Rwanda. Dr. Wanume, head of the UMC clinic in 
Uvira, Zaire, reported that the clinic is still open and 
serving hundreds of patients a day. But, as of this writ
ing, no UMCOR staff member has been able to check 
on the status of the Children's Village in Coma, Zaire. 
Coma is the de facto capital of the rebel forces. 
According to an unverified report, the children have 
left but the village remains. Meanwhile, UMCOR has 
set up an office in Kigali, Rwanda, in conjunction with 
Africare . New UMCOR project proposals include 
agricultural equipment, essential medicines, and shel
ter for returning refugees . Two other projects, if 
approved, would have medicine boxes, clothing, 
school kits, and hygiene kits shipped to Rwanda as an 
in-kind donation paid for by the US government. 

Northwest Floods 
The cleanup after January floods in the northwestern 
United States begins this spring, says the Rev. Craig 
Paterson, California-Nevada Conference disaster
response coordinator. Twenty people lost their lives, 
and monetary damages-covering parts of California, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Nevada-are report
ed to be in the billions. To volunteer for a work team, 
call the UMCOR Volunteer Line at 1-800-918-3100 for 
information. Funds to aid in the recovery effort may 
be designated to UMCOR Advance #901670-1. 

Sanctuary for Immigrants 
Bishop Charles Wesley Jordan and the superinten
dents of the Iowa Conference have called upon United 
Methodist churches in Iowa to provide sanctuary and 
support to Hispanic families threatened with ~epo~ta
tion by the US Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) . In a two-page pastoral letter, the 

conference leaders stated that the INS d ramatically 
increased its raids on Iowa companies employing 
Hispanic workers, often deporting Hispanics without 
due process. Among other suggestions, the pastoral 
letter urges pastors and congregations to offer their 
churches as centers of hospitality and sanctuary for 
individuals and families threatened with deportation. 

Global Gathering Events 
Two significant events precede and follow Global 
Gathering III (April 10-13, Kansas City, MO). Global 
Praise '97 (April 7-9, Overland Park, KS) is designed 
to help worship leaders, pastors, and musicians 
include short, singable songs from many cultures in 
their services. The Post-Global Gathering III Mission 
Tour (April 13-19) will introduce participants to 12 
United Methodist mission sites (and to leaders of 11 
other mission projects) in Oklahoma, Arkan sas, 
Tennessee, Illinois, and Missouri. The deadline fo r 
New World Outlook's Banner Contest h as been 
extended to March 28. For details, call 212-870-3765 or 
see our July-August 1996 centerfold poster. 

DEATHS Ralph E. McDowell, retired home mission
ary of the Evangelical United Brethren Church who 
served as hospital administrator at Red Bird Mission 
in Kentucky for nine years , died July 12, 
1996 .... Kerstin Helgesson, retired missionary with 16 
years of service in South Africa and Mozambique, 
died July 24, 1996 .. .. Marjorie R. Murray, retired mis
sionary with 14 years of service in Zaire, Zambia, and 
Papua New Guinea, died September 16, 1996 .... Evelyn 
deVries Throckmorton, retired deaconess with 36 
years of service as both a Women's Division mission
ary in Southern Rhodesia and as a deaconess on the 
US West Coast, died November 17, 1996 .... Euline 
Elizabeth S. Weems, retired Women's Division mis
sionary with 33 years of serv ice in Korea, d ied 
December 1, 1996 .. .. Charles W. Chappell, retired mis
sionary with 31 years of serv ice in Za ire, d ied 
December 2, 1996 .. .. Hans F. Anfinsen, retired mission
ary with 23 years of serv ice in Zimbabwe, died 
December 14, 1996 .. .. E. Florence Evans, a deaconess 
with 39 years of service as both a Women's Division 
missionary nurse in China and a deaconess in the 
United States, died December 14, 1996. 0 
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The Good Samaritan Today 
by Lilia Fernandez 

Most people are overwhelmed and 
confused by the complex realities 
of living in globalized and multi
cultural communities. People feel 
insecure and yearn fo r d ecisive 
one-step solutions to difficult prob
lems. It is therefore not surprising 
that anti-immigrant legislation has 
won widespread approval in the 
US Congress. This legislation dis
courages future immigra tion, 
severely limits government subsi
dies for elderly and disabled immi
grants, and penalizes refugees who 
have resided in the United States 
for fewer than five years. 

Often overlooked is the fact that 
many of these newcomers are join
ing family members in immigrant 
and refugee communities. These 
communities have fo rmed in the 

last 20 years in the wake of violent 
political upheavals. Spawned by 
the bipolar ten sions of the Cold 
War and of the civil and ethnic 
wars that erupted in its aftermath, 
these upheavals have made sud
den mass migrations of desperate 
people an increasingly common 
occurrence. 

The arrival of the new informa
tion age and the global economy 
have created additional pressures. 
Profound social and economic 
changes have produced a widen
ing gap between those who are 
participants in these changes and 
those who can never hope to play 
a productive part in the work of 
the next millennium. 

Today, in the midst of mass move
m en ts of uprooted peoples and 
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global economic restructuring, we 
are asking our leaders to legislate 
simple solutions. In response, they 
have made a focused allocation of 
responsibility for the support of 
immigrants and other newcomers 
who are in need. We have not asked 
Congress to consider the key ques
tions of where power and means 
reside. We want only to be absolved 
of any shared responsibilities. 

The titles of the welfare and 
immigration laws enacted by the 
US Congress in 1996 are misleading 
in themselves. One is called "The 
Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act"; 
the other, "The Illegal Immi
gration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act." The terms per
sona/ responsibility, work opportunity, 
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reconciliation, and reform all speak to 
deep values held both by citizens of 
a democratic nation and by follow
ers of strong religious faith tradi
tions. However, people do not often 
stop to ask the difficult questions 
behind these words. Are personal 
responsibilities being shared by all 
members of our communities? 
Have the people targeted for 
reform had reasonable or adequate 
opportunity to develop the means 
to complete the tasks demanded of 
them? 

Parallels With a Parable 
We are not unlike the lawyer whose 
dialogue with Jesus frames the 
parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10: 25-37). Prompted by 
Jesus, the lawyer answers his own 
first question correctly: To inherit 
eternal life, you shall love God with 
all your heart, soul, strength, and 
mind and love your neighbor as 
yourself. But' seeking to impress his 

companions with his knowledge of 
Judaic law, he poses a second ques
tion: "Who is my neighbor?" Jesus' 
response characteris ti call y gives 
more than has been asked for. In the 
parable of the Good Samaritan, the 
question becomes not whom must I 
love as my neighbor but what must 
I do to be a good neighbor. 

Jesus taught us about the reign 
of God and what kind of world 
God seeks for us by speaking in 
parables-examples in story form 
taken from everyday life. Through 
these stories, Jesus teases our 
minds into the deeper reflection 
that assures the continuing rele
vance of the Gospel message. The 
symbolic language Jesus employs 
prevents us from using his teach
ings to create simple legalistic 
solutions to our problems. Instead, 
through the eyes of the Good 
Samaritan, Jesus challenges us to 
grapple with what love and neigh
bor mean in action. 

Refugees who have resettled in the United 
States from Central America (opposite, 
p. 30) and from Haiti (above) . 

Called To Be Neighborly 
How might our reactions to the 
new US laws be changed if we 
were to view ourselves as people 
called by God to be neighborly? 
How might the story of the Good 
Samaritan force us to sort out our 
connections to or disconnections 
from others within a Christian way 
of life and sense of community? 

Jesus recounts the story of a man 
who, while traveling the danger
ous road from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
is accosted by bandits, severely 
beaten, and left for dead in a ditch. 
First a priest and then a Levite (a 
temple functionary) pass by and 
ignore the man 's plight. We are 
repelled by the idea that people in 
the professions would fail to inter
vene in such a dire situation. We 
are then astonish ed wh en the 
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Above: A boy displaced in Colombia . 

injured man is not only rescued but 
extensively cared for by a despised 
outcast-a Samaritan. We are com
pelled to widen our focus from 
stereotyped ategories of people-
respected professionals, despised 
outcasts-to consider whose 
actions were the more neighborly. 
More critically, we are being asked 
to enlarge the scope of our adher
ence to the commandment to love 
our n eighbors as ourse lves by 
expanding our concept of who our 
neighbors are. 

The reversal of the legal expert's 
question- from a focus on others 
to a focus on our own responsibili
ties-gives a clue to the parable's 
message. God's commandment to 

love your neighbor is not limited 
by the number of people in need of 
love but by the capacity to love of 
those subject to the command. The 
change of focus in the parable also 
forces us to confront the responsi
bilities of discipleship-not from 
the comfort of our own perspec
tives and goals but from the point 
of view of those who are in dire 
need. This means that it will not be 
our own agendas and comfort lev
els that will control our decisions 
but the well-being of those "in the 
ditch" that will govern the scope 
of our obligation. It is wholeheart-

edly agreed that immigration 
controls must be effective 

and that fraud and 
other criminal acts 

must not be a part of 
the process. But consci

entious citizens and people of faith 
must demand that people's real
life situations be brought to bear 
when public policy is formulated. 

In contemplating a modern ver
sion of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, we might ask ourselves 
how to confront the root causes of 
forced human migrations today. 
Why are we not speaking about 
the welfare, responsibilities, and 
work opportunities of all God's 
children-especially in the light of 
growing poverty and prejudice: 
problems that are exacerbated by 
global economic restructuring. 
How are we, who experience not 
only God's grace but also econom
ic well-being, to respond to our 
encounters with the world's 
uprooted-whom we now find on 
our own doorsteps? 

When we ask only for simple 
legal solutions, we effectively 
exclude the strangers in our midst 
from the communion table of fel
lowship in God's household . We 
treat them as impediments to our 
own progress instead of seeing 
them as opportunities for redeem
ing and reconciling discipleship. 

32 NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 1997 

> • • ' -·' .... - • ' ' .... ~I • • 

Even worse, we stereotype them. 
We use harmful labels-such as 
illegal aliens-to effectively pre
clude our ever having to consider 
them as members of our neighbor
hoods and congregations. 

The parable of the Good 
Samaritan challenges us to under
stand that violence towards those 
who are the least powerful among 
us can take the form of legislative 
acts or of human indifference and 
disconnection. Jesus asks that we 
who would be good disciples be 
good neighbors-be willing to 
think and act beyond what has 
ordinarily been expected. This is 
the message of the incarnation 
itself and the meaning behind the 
message when Jesus tells the 
lawyer to "go and do likewise." 0 

Lilia Fernandez is executive secretary 
for Refugee Ministries for UMCOR, a 
unit of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

A Haitian boy in Homestead, Florida . 

THE WELFARE 
REFORM LAW 

On August 22, 1996, President 
Clinton signed into law "The 
Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 
1996," known as " the Welfare 
Reform Law." 

Some provisions of the law affect
ing refugees and immigrants 
include the following. 

•Curren 
will be ba 
stamps ar 
income (S 

•Legal ir 
rently rec 
1iewed a 
22, 1997. 
appeal, ir 
continue ' 
ed or rej1 
grants i 

month af 
the excep 
tum-see~ 
and depE 
who hav 
States for 
are no e> 
who are 
cannot be 
because c 

•New i1 
August.2 
years frc 
benefits, 
Medicaid 
Needy F 
AFDC), 
YJ.. socia 
Exceptio 
asylum-& 
and dep1 
Haitian i 
current h 
for the F 

Som 
exempt f 
emerge1 
emergell! 
chool-l 
Nutritior 
cation lo 
Start Pre 
assistan 
against 
of co~ 
' After 
immign 
~ust ir 
mcome , 



!· 

• Current and future immigrants 
will be barred from receiving food 
stamps and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI). 

•Legal immigrants who are cur
rently receiving SSI must be inter
viewed and recertified by August 

;e 22, 1997. Those not certified may 
appeal, in which case benefits will 
continue until the appeal is accept

a ed or rejected. Otherwise, immi
grants will lose benefits in the 
month after the evaluation-with 
the exception of refugees and asy
lum-seekers, military personnel 
and dependents, and immigrants 

n who have worked in the United 
e States for 10 years or more. There 

are no exceptions for immigrants 
who are unable to work or who 
cannot become naturalized citizens 
because of their age or disabilities. 

• New immigrants arriving after 
Augus~ 22, 1996, are barred for five 
years from federal means-tested 
benefits, including nonemergency 
Medicaid, Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families (TANF, replacing 
AFDC), and Social Security Title 
XX social-service grant programs. 
Exceptions include refugees and 
asylum-seekers, military personnel 
and dependents, and Cuban and 
Haitian immigrants-who, under 
current law, are treated as refugees 
for the purpose of their benefits. 

Some of the benefit programs 
exempt from the five-year bar are 
emergency medical assistance, 
emergency disaster relief, national 
school-lunch programs, Child 
Nutrition Act benefits, higher-edu
cation loans and grants, the Head 
Start Program, and public health 
assistance for immunization 
against, testing for, and treatment 
of communicable diseases. 

• After the five-year bar, new 
immigrants who have sponsors 
must include their sponsors' 
income when applying for federal 

"The Good Samaritan " paper cut was designed and cut by students and faculty 
of Nanjing Union Theological Seminary in the People's Republic of China . 

means-tested benefits (until the 
immigrants attain citizenship or 
complete 10 years of work). 

• After January 1, 1997, each state 
has the option to grant or deny cur
rent resident aliens and new immi
grants benefits from the state ' s 
block grants, including grants for 
nonemergency Medicaid, TANF, 
and Title XX social-service pro
grams. States may also determine 
the eligibility of legal immigrants 
for any benefits funded entirely by 
state funds . The state authority to 
deny these benefits to immigrants 
does not apply to refugees, asy
lum-seekers, and others exempted 
from the SSI and food-stamp bar. 

•Under the new law, "unqualified 
immigrants"-mostly undocu
mented ones-are not eligible for 
any federally funded benefits , 
including health, disability, and 
unemployment benefits as well as 
welfare . The only exceptions are 
emergency medical assistance 
under Medicaid; short-term, non
cash, in-kind emergency disaster 
assistance; and immunization 
against, testing for, and treatment 
of communicable diseases. 

While undocumented immi
grants were previously ineligible 

for most federnl benefits , they 
could use the Women with Infants 
and Children (WIC) program. 

THE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM LAW 

On September 30, 1996, President 
Clinton signed into law "The 
Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996." This m forcement-oriented 
law includes the toughest mea
sures against illegal immigration in 
decades . It discourages family 
reunification by creating greater 
barriers for legal immigrants who 
petition for their relatives to 
immigrate to the United States. 

• Sponsors of immigrants are 
required to earn at least 125 per
cent of the federal poverty level 
(about $19,500 for a family of four). 
They must sign a legally enforce
able affidavit of support that 
demonstrates an income level high 
enough to ensure that the immi
grant will not become a public 
charge and require government 
benefits. Those who earn less than 
125 percent of the poverty level are 
allowed to have someone who 
does meet the requirement co-sign 
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Author Lilia Fernandez holds a Haitian 
baby who has resettled in the United 
States with her family. 

the affidavit of support, thereby 
assuming joint liability. The affi
davit of support remains legally 
enforceable against the sponsor(s) 
until the immigrant becomes a citi
zen or is credited with having 
worked 40 quarters or 10 years. 

• An asylum-seeker who arrives at 
a port of entry with false docu
ments or none must convince an 
Imm igra tion and Naturalization 
Service (INS) officer on the spot 
that a "credible fear of persecution" 
exists. If the officer is not con
vinced, the asylum-seeker must 
request a review by an immigration 
judge or else be deported. This 
review must take place within 
seven days of the asylum officer's 
decision. During this time, the asy
lum-seeker will be held in deten
tion. Deportation notices will no 
longer be issued in Spanish. 

• Those whose fears are judged 
credible must overcome language 
and cultural barriers, learn about 
US asylum law, obtain legal advice, 
compile documentation about their 
case, and file an application for asy
lum within one year of their date of 
arrival in the United States. 
Immigrants who are accused of 
having entered the United States 
wi thin the las t two years without 

INS inspection will now be subject 
to the same "summary exclusion" 
procedure as new arrivals without 
proper papers. 

•The Immigration Reform Law 
prohibits federal courts from 
reviewing any INS actions related 
to deportation. In the past, com
plainants had sought out the court 
for injunctive relief against INS 
deportation proceedings pending 
resolution of cases. 

•The legislation substantially 
increases enforcement measures 
along the US-Mexico border. These 
measures include the construction 
of a 14-mile, triple-tier fence along 
the border near San Diego, 
employment of as many as 10,000 
more INS agents along the border 
by 2001, and the provision of 9000 
additional detention beds in 1997. 

• By September 30, 1997, the num
ber of documents that prospective 
employees can use to establish 
their identity and eligibility to 
work in the United States will b 
significantly reduced. The Justice 
Department will determine which 
documents will be acceptable. At 
the same time, the legislation 
undermines immigrant protection 
from workplace "document dis
crimination"- an employer's 
demand for more or different doc
uments than are necessary to prove 
employment eligibility. The new 
law bars all workers, including US 
citizens, from bringing suit against 
employers for document discrimi
nation-unless they are able to 
prove that the employer intended 
to discriminate based on citizen
ship or national origin. 

• States no longer have the discre
tion to grant secondary educational 
benefits, including in-state tuition, 
to undocumented people. (An 
amendment that would have per
mitted states to deny public educa
tion to undocumented children 
was deleted from the law.) 
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• Several provisions of the immi
gration law amend the welfare law 
for the better. The law relieves non
profit charitable organizations that 
provide federal, state, or local ben
efits of the requirement to verify 
the immigration status of the 
applicants. Legal immigrants who 
were already receiving food-stamp 
benefits when the welfare law was 
enacted on August 22, 1996, will be 
able to retain benefits until April 1, 
1997, but will be cut off no later 
than August 22, 1997. The law also 
provides that states canno t be 
more restrictive than the federal 
government in general cash-assis
tance programs. 

• The immigration law exempts 
immigrant victims of domestic vio
lence-if the abused immigrant is 
not living with the batterer-from 
a process called "deeming." In 
"deeming, /1 the income and 
resources of an immigrant's spon
sors are "deemed" available to the 
immigrant when determining the 
immigrant's level of need and eli
gibility for public benefits . 
Deeming can also be deferred for 
up to 12 months if the sponsor 
refuses assistance that is necessary 
to prevent the immigrant from 
going without food or shelter. 

Author's Note: The welfare and 
immigration reform laws of 1996 are 
likely to increase immigrants' fear of 
deportation, poverty and lack of pre
ventive health care in immigrant com
munities, breakdown of family-support 
systems, and exploitation of undocu
mented workers. The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), along with the Church 
World Service Immigration and 
Refugee Program, will be clo ely fol
lowing the acts' effects on those who 
are most vulnerable and will continue 
to advocate on their behalf 0 

-Lilia Fernandez 
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Where Are You Coming From-or Going? 

Refugees have no home . In 
this, they are like our Lord, 
who had no place to lay his 

head. Displaced persons are those 
who have been removed from 
homes in their own countries. And 
the homeless are, by definition, 
without habitations. 

According to Robert Frost, 
"Home is the place where, when 
you have to go there, they have to 
take you in." Catullus, an ancient 
Roman, was much more positive: 
"Ah, what is more blessed than to 
put cares away, when the mind lays 
by its burden, and tired with labor 
of far travel we have come to our 
own home and rest on the couch 
we have longed for?" 

Horne-the old saying goes-is 
sweet, even though ever so hum
ble. Horne is where the heart is, 
and a house alone is not a home. 
These truisms suggest that a sense 
of home does not depend on physi
cal property. But few of us would 
want to give up our shelter or be 
forced from the land of which we 
feel a part. 

Horne for most of us is a refuge. 
Refugees, displaced persons, and the 
homeless lack precisely this oppor
tunity to escape to a refuge . But 
what is our mission to them? Some 
have suggested that we in the 
church open our homes to the home
less. This is a real possibility in our 
own communities. The thought that 
you and I might put up a homeless 
person or family in our own home 
gives new meaning to the phrase: 
"the cost of discipleship." 

But what about refugees and 
displaced persons? They are typi
cally in lands far away. How can 
we help them? We can help 
through relief agencies like 

by Charles Cole 

UMCOR, obviously. But there is 
another dimension that should be 
explored. When we pray for those 
in need, we often invoke God's 
Spirit working through the powers 
of this world. Wouldn't it be odd 
for us to ask the Spirit to work 
through these powers if we didn't 
do the same thing? 

Thus mission to refugees and 
displaced persons requires that we 
learn how to advocate on their 
behalf through our government 
and through other "worldly" pow
ers. Such advocacy is complex and 
demanding. It cannot easily be 
boiled down to the kind of person
al appeals that we seem to prefer in 
the church. 

Let us remember that mission 
literally means to be sent, and it 
immediately summons up our 
going away to a distant place. 
There God is calling us, and in 
those Macedonias we will serve 
God and our neighbors. Eventually 
we will return home, but mission 
requires that we go to the stran
ger-the one who speaks a differ
ent language, the one with a 
different faith or no faith. 

Although a mission to the 
homeless in our own communities 
does not require that we travel a 
long geographical distance, it does 
ask that we cross a boundary more 
demanding than the frontier into 
another country. The homeless are 
often poor, often down-and-out, 
often afflicted with problems of 
mental illness and addiction. To 
take them into our own homes 
seems quite a stretch-unless we 
really get serious about the 
Gospel. 

The same principle applies to 
advocacy for refugees and dis
placed persons. Many Christians 
don't engage in advocacy because 
they have reduced Christian life to 
personal and direct ministries . 
Here is another mental and spiritu
al boundary many of us are called 
to cross-moving from our cher
ished personal versions of the 
Gospel to this larger, more complex 
mission. 

Oscillation is the key. To move 
out and then back in, to enter 
another world and then return to a 
familiar one-this is the cycle that 
is the key to mission. We should 
not pause before traveling out into 
mission with refugees, displaced 
persons, and the homeless any 
more than we would pause on 
returning to our own homes. God 
is in both places and will protect 
and nourish us wherever we are. 

We are used to asking people, 
"Where are you corning from?" as 
a way of determining their motives 
and identity. Perhaps we should be 
asking instead, "Where are you 
going?" It is not the place where 
you live or your past but it is your 
mission that speaks most eloquent
ly about who you are. 0 
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EIE PEOPLE OF THE 
GOLDEN VISION 

by Joan Maruskin 

On June 6, 1993, a ship ran 
aground in New York harb or. 
Called the Golden Venture, it car
ried 286 men and women who had 
sailed all the way from China with 
no room to move, stifling air, one 
cup of water and rice each per day, 
and one toilet to share. Most of 
them were fleeing China's coercive 
family-planning policies. 

1hree days before their ship's ill
fated arrival, President Clinton had 
vowed to end the smuggling of 
undocumented immigrants into 
the United States. When the pas
sengers were picked up by the 
Coast Guard and the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS), 
they were told that they would be 
processed the next day and 
released to live with family and 
friends while seeking asylum. 
Instead, the next morning there 
was a Presidential order to hold 
them. They were sent to five pris
ons. York County Prison in 
Pennsylvania farm country was the 
destination of 108 Chinese men. 

York County has a reputation for 
harboring hate groups. However, 
it also has a sizeable number of 
people who are actively seeking 
God's justice. In response to the 
injustice of placing asylum-seekers 
in detention, an interfaith coali
tion for immigrants' rights was 
formed-" the People of the 
Golden Vision." 

Even before the Golden Venture 
ran aground, the York County Bar 
Association-under the leadership 
of attorney Jeff Lobach-had orga
nized a pro bono project for the 

Members of the Golden Vision gather outside the York County Prison for a prayer vigil. 

year and were waiting for cases. 
The INS asked the Bar Association 
to give about 16 hours of free legal 
service to the undocumen ted 
immigrants. The attorneys willing
ly volunteered, and the time quick-
1 y expanded. Attorney Craig 
Trebilcock estimates that he has 
donated more than 4000 hours to 
this work-and the clock keeps 
ticking. 

Grassroots Prayer Vigils 
The 30 York County attorneys 
expanded their advocacy group to 
include lawyers across the land. 
These attorneys and a handful of 
local advocates were the catalyst 
for a grassroots movement that 
began outside the prison gates. 
There, 10 people-pastors, laity, 
and lawyers-met to pray together 
and to call for access to the asylum 
hearings, which were being held 

behind closed prison doors. The 
attorneys believed that justice was 
being thwarted in the government's 
haste to deport the immigrants. So 
in 1993, daily prayer vigils were 
held at 7 A.M. on the land across 
from the prison. 

The first Sunday service, on 
August 29, 1993, brought a large 
crowd to the prison for a service of 
exodus, freedom, and justice. By 
February 2, 1997, 180 Sunday ser
vices had been held. 

Rod Merrill, the resident trou
badour, writes a new song almost 
every week to document the plight 
of immigrants in detention. Byron 
Borger 's preaching applies God's 
Word to the welcoming of immi
grants into the United States. 

Scripture and prayer have been 
focal points of the Golden Vision 
movement. On a small plot of 
ground, in the open air, and in 
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sight of the INS detainees, the 
People of the Golden Vision will 
continue to gather each week until 
all the immigrants are released. 
Members of the group represent 
many religious organizations. A 
key attorney calls the congregation 
"the church of the weeds." 

The group is very much aware 
that the Bible is the ultimate immi
gration handbook. It was written 
by, for, and about immigrants and 
refugees. It is used as the source of 
guidance for our Jewish and 
Christian members. Our Muslim 
members seek and find guidance 
in the Koran, which also affirms 
the call to welcome the stranger. 

A Hospitable Community 
In seeking to develop a hospitable 
community for undocumented 
immigrants, we have developed a 
nationwide network. Lobbying 
efforts (through educational 
forums, letter-writing campaigns, 
guardian-angel projects, and politi
cal actions-such as marches on 
INS detention centers, demonstra
tions on the US Capitol steps, and 
participation in Congressional 
hearings) have resulted in the cre
ation of new grounds for asylum in 

Zheng Xin Bin was one of two Golden 
Venture passe.ngers released from York 
County Prison an January 14, 1997. 

the United States: coercive family 
planning. Unfortunately, lobbying 
has not won freedom for many 
Golden Venture passengers. While 12 
have been resettled in Latin 
America, 98 were "voluntarily 
deported" to China, one was invol
untarily deported, and 53 remain in 
detention. [Now released!-Ed.] 

The US government detains 
(imprisons) 124,000 immigrants 
each year. Many are asylum-seek
ers who have committed no crime. 
They are kept in 900 county jails, 
nine INS Processing Centers, and 
five contract facilities. Human
rights abuses occur, for undocu
mented immigrants have no rights 
and no representation 

Each Easter, we observe Good 
Friday with a Stations of the Cross 
service held on the same road as 
the prison. The stations proceed the 
length of the prison property and 
end across from the Immigration 
Courthouse. The observance draws 
strong parallels between Christ's 
suffering and the suffering of the 
Golden Venture's passengers. 

Two seasons later, the day before 
Thanksgiving, we hold an inter
faith community service celebrat
ing our immigrants and refugees. 
Pictures of immigrants who have 
been important in our lives are 
posted. Scripture and songs focus 
on inclusivity. The service ends 
with all the people standing and 
calling out the names of their 
ancestral lands in demonstration of 
the fact that the United States is a 
nation of immigrants. 

Resettlement Plans 
Resettlement plans for the Golden 
Venture's imprisoned passengers 
have been in place since February 
1994. Those plans include resettle
ment assistance from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), the United States 
Catholic Conference Migration and 
Refugee Services, the Church of 
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The Rev. Joan Maruskin 

the Brethren Refugee/Disaster 
Program, the Lutheran Immigra
tiOn and Refugee Service, and the 
Ecumenical Commitment to 
Refugees. More than 90 people 
from around the country have 
offered their homes for resettle
ment. At present, the People of the 
Golden Vision are developing an 
International Friendship House in 
York, Pennsylvania. It will provide 
transitional housing, food, cloth
ing, counseling, and advocacy for 
asylum-seekers released from 
detention. 

In lifting up the vision of free
dom, we often refer to the passage 
in Habbakuk 2:2b-3: "Write the 
vision; make it plain on tablets, so that 
a runner may read it. For there is still 
a vision for the appointed time; it 
speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it 
seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely 
come, it will not delay." 

We wait for that day and see our
selves as working for God's golden 
vision of religious, economic, social, 
and political justice for all. D 

Joan Maruskin, a United Methodist 
pastor in the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference, is lead organizer and coor
dinator of the People of the Golden 
Vision , an interfaith coalition for 
immigrants' rights. 
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The Roots of Our Heritage 
50th Anniversary 
Celebration of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church: Johnstown 
by Christie R. House 

With solemn ceremony, and yet 
with joy-with a look to the past 
and with a hopeful ey e to the 
future-United Methodists in the 
Western Pennsylvania Conference 
commemorated the fiftieth 
anniversary of the uniting confer
ence of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church . Some who 
attended were former EUBs, or for
mer United Brethren in Christ, or 
former Evangelicals, and some 
were former Methodists, but all cel
ebrated together under the banner 
of The United Methodist Church. 

Fifty years ago, tw o great 
Protestant denominations met in 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, to merge 
their separate churches into one 
communion . On November 16, 
1946, w ith a handshake between 
Bishop J. S. Stamm of the 
Evangelical Church and Bishop A. 
S. Clippinger of the United 
Brethren in Christ, the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church was born. 
Twenty-two years later, the union 
would merge with The Methodist 
Church to form what is now the 8-
rnillion-member United Methodist 
Church. The history and heritage 
of the EUB Church and of the UB 
and Evangelical churches before it 
contribute to the theology, the 

philosophy, and the missional 
nature of United Methodism today. 

While celebrations in Johnstown 
were taking place, the Center for 
the Evangelical United Brethren 
Heritage in Dayton, Ohio, cospon
sored a three-day celebration with 
the Historical Society of The 
United Methodist Church at 
United Theological Seminary in 
Dayton. The Dayton event-end
ing with the annual meeting of the 
Historical Society- was a scholarly 
commemoration, accompanied by 
the presentation of papers and by 
sermons on the history of the faith 
and the nature of mission and min
istry in the uniting denominations. 

Parade With Circuit Rider 
The Johnstown celebration began 
on November 14 with a concert of 
sacred music at the Beulah United 
Methodist Church presented by the 
Western Pennsylvania Ministers ' 
Male Chorus. Beulah Church was 
the site of the last Evangelical 
Church General Conference, which 
met just before the uniting confer
ence to finalize the details of the 
merger for the Evangelical Church. 
The Beulah UMC also hosted a 
banquet the following night, with 
an evening program that included 
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presentations by the Rev. Donald 
Joiner (who now lives in North 
Carolina) as Bishop Stamm and the 
Rev. Daniel Shearer (from Central 
Pennsylvania Conference) portray
ing Bishop Clippinger. On 
Saturday morning, the Beulah 
UMC also presented a youth con
cert- featuring the duet "Voix"
and a pizza party. 

A parade of heritage floats, vin
tage cars, costumed walkers, and a 
circuit rider on horseback made its 
way down Bedford Street to the 
site of the uniting conference in 
1946: First United Brethren Church 
(now First UMC) on Vine Street. 

Top: Stained-glass windows from Beulah 
United Me thodist Church, john town , 
si te of the last Evangelical Church 
General Conference. Above: The Rev. 
Donald joiner as Bishop Stamm. 
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The circuit rider was the 
Rev. Richard Burns 

in costume as 
Jacob Albright, 

evangelist, rid
ing his horse 

Wildflower, 
who was 
"mostly 

Morgan." 
In the fiftieth 

anniversary ser
vice that followed 

the parade, Burns 
portrayed Albright 

while the Rev. Edison 
Heard portrayed Philip 

Otterbein in a touching cere-
mony that passed on the her

itage and mission of the church to 
a new generation of youth from 
the present Johnstown District. 

During the same service, the 
keynote address was delivered by 
Bishop. Hermann Sticher of The 
United Methodist Church of 
Germany and Bishop George 
Bashore, currently presiding for 
the Western Pennsylvania 
Conference. The service opened 
with a simulated 1946 radio broad
cast, complete with family groups 
gathered in the chancel area listen
ing to an old radio of the period. 

Later that same evening, the 
Arbutus Park Manor Retirement 
Community hosted a dinner for 
attendees that featured Gene Sease, 

The Rev. Daniel Shearer as Bishop 
Clippinger. ' 

First United Methodist Church on Vine Street, next to the 
Stoney Creek, survived all three major Joh nstown floods. 

a former EUB district superinten
dent who became the president of 
the United Methodist-related 
University of Indianapolis . The 
older generation at this gathering
those who had ushered in the 1946 
union as delegates, pastors, and 
district superintendents-were 
urged by the speaker to "Trash and 
Treasure": treasure their roots, their 
new opportunities, and their ongo
ing ministries, but trash the inci
dentals that impede ministry. Like 
laundry hanging out to dry in the 
wind, "we spend a lot of time in 
the church getting tangled up in 
our own underwear," Sease joked. 

After various regular Sunday ser
vices, the weekend festivities 
closed with a service of Holy 
Communion at First United 
Methodist Church . Johnstown 
District Superintendent Jaime 
Potter-Miller preached the sermon: 
"Sealing the Time Capsule." 

The pastors of the hosting 
churches-Raymond Beal of 
Beulah UMC and Allan Brooks of 
First UMC, in their late 30s and 
early 40s-took the responsibility 
of organizing the celebration. "We 
really had no idea what we were 
doing," they later confessed. "They 
did a marvelous job, both of these 
young men," affirmed Robert 

Callihan, who chaired the 
Johnstown celebration and who 
had attended the 1946 conference 
as a youth. "They didn't know the 
tradition, either of them. They are 
too young. But they learned. Over 
the two years we spent organizing, 
they put together the programs, 
contacted the speakers, made the 
arrangements . They did a mar
velous job-a tribute to their par
ents' generation, to their own, and 
to the future. " 

Generations Celebrate 
Several generations of families cel
ebrated this anniversary together: 
the grandparents, members of the 
two communions who had ush
ered in the union; the parents, who 
still bear the name of " former 
EUBs" or "former Methodists" in 
their conferences; the grandchil
dren, now young adults, many of 
them confirmed in The United 
Methodist Church; and the great 
grandchildren, who know no other 
denomination than the one they 
were born into-The United 
Methodist Church. 

Several interviews conducted at 
the Saturday morning pizza party 
revealed the challenge and oppor
tunities that face the church today. 
"What does EUB mean to yo u? 
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Why are you here?" Some youth 
had no clue as to what the EUB 
denomination was. They came for 
the pizza and the concert because 
their parents or grandparents were 
coming. 

But for others, particularly a 
group of youth directors in their 
20s, the commemoration was 
important for what it symbolized. 
"It was a difficult transition for the 
previous generation. Now, we can 
all sit down and celebrate together. 
That ' s a wonderful thing," said 
Drew, the youth director from 
Oakland UMC. 

"I appreciate learning about the 
merger, the coming together of 
denominations rather than the 
splitting apart . That ' s the right 
direction," said George. He works 
with "Jump Youth," a program of 
the Johnstown United Methodist 
Parish. A number of the downtown 
churches in Johnstown have joined 
together for joint programing. 
When The United Methodist 
Church came into being in 1968, 
Johnstown and many other towns 
in Pennsylvania had more United 
Methodist churches than they 
needed-sometimes two on the 
same block, a former EUB church 
and a former Methodist church. 

A typical Johnstown view 

The consolidation has taken a long 
time in the Central and Western 
Pennsylvania Conferences. 

But the youth at the pizza party 
were typical of their generation. 
They were not concerned with 
institutional and statistical matters. 
They were concerned with spiritu
al matters . Neither of the youth 
ministers at the party was original
ly from Johnstown, nor were they 
from any of the United Methodist 
traditions. "The church really has a 
message to get out to people," said 
George. "The church actually can 
solve the problems society faces. 
God has the answers. Why doesn' t 
the church get that message out 
there?" 

"We came to Johnstown because 
this is where the work was hap
pening," said Pat McKnight. "I'm 
from the Bible belt-Oklahoma. 
God called me here to work. He 
calls me to stay here. Some people 
look at youth ministry as a step
ping stone to becoming a 'real' 
pastor. But it's not. Its very valu
able and needed work. I intend to 
stay in it and get better at it." 

"It doesn't matter what the 
denomination is. I was Baptist. 
This is where the spirit moved 
me." Young adults in Johnstown 
echo what church leaders are wak
ing up to everywhere: to the next 
generation, the denomination isn't 
important. What is important is 
what the church is doing: what it 
does for the individual, what it 
does for the community, and what 
it does in the world. Is the Gospel 
passed on, is it preached, and is it 
lived in the lives of the members? 
Does the church make a difference 
in the community with outreach 
and social-service programs? Are 
people welcomed, helped, and 
counseled? Are their lives better 
for joining this worshiping com
munity? If not, members of the 
current generation will leave and 
find other churches. 
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Jacob Albright (the Rev. Richard Burns) 
and Wildfower gra ced the Johns town 
celebrations. 

The Past Hosts the Future 
Bishop Bashore reminded the par
ticipants that spiritual fervor and 
passion for building a loving com
munity have always been the back
bone of the traditions that formed 
United Methodism. Almost all the 
founders had a personal experi
ence of fresh conversion. Wesley 
(Methodism), Otterbein and 
Boehm (United Brethren), and 
Albright (Evangelical) were good 
committed Christians-some even 
active pastors-but they needed 
something more in their lives . 
Wesley tried by various missions to 
do the will of God but was always 
disappointed with the outcome
until his heart was s trangely 
warmed. 

Otterbein, after preaching a search
ing sermon in Lancaster, could only 
answer a tearful parishioner 
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with the w ords: " My friend , 
advice is scarce w ith me today." 
This began a long night for 
Otterbein in which he wres tled 
with his soul until he obtained for
giveness of his sins and the wit
ness of the Holy Spirit was about 
him . He w a s filled with " joy 
unspeakable." With fresh knowl
edge of the unmerited grace and 
forgiveness of Jesus, his ministry 
began anew. 

Likewise, Martin Boehm strug
gled with his inadequacies-plow
ing the fields one day, stopping at 
the end of each furrow to pray, 
feeling nothing . Midway in the 
field , he could go no farther but 
sank down behind the plow, cry
ing: "Lord, save me." He heard a 
voice: "I came to save you, and 
save that which was lost. " In a 
moment, his diary describes, "a 
stream of joy poured over me." 

Jacob Albright, a successful tile 
maker and farmer, was a happy, 
committed Christian until several 
of his children died . He felt a 
gnawing unrest and despair and 
spent many hours in prayer with 
Adam Riegal, a believer of the 
United Brethren tradition who had 
been nurtured by Methodists. 
Albright wrote: "I heard the voice 
of consolation in my soul. I was 
convinced that ... God does not 
desire the destruction of a sin
ner .... " As his anguish of heart was 
removed, the blessed peace of God 
reigned in his soul. "God's spirit 
bore witness with my spirit that I 
was a child of God and one joyful 
experience followed another. And 
such a heavenly joy pervaded my 
whole being." 

The youth at the EUB Johnstown 
celebration were not so different 
from their foreb ears- young 
Wesley, Otterbein, Boehm, and 
Albright. They long for the same 
kind of warming of the heart, the 
gift of grace and forgiveness, and a 
minis try in ·w hich to share the 

unspeakable joy of Christ with the 
people they encounter in their 
lives. The Evangelical and United 
Brethren traditions didn' t end 50 
years ago, nor did they end in 1968 
under the banner of United 
Methodism. If the present united 
denomination is to survive and 
thrive in the twenty-first century, 
its rich traditions must infuse the 
next generation with the joy that 
lives in Jesus Christ. 

As Bishop Joseph Yeakel said in 
his benediction to the celebration: 
"God has gathered us and sent us 
forth to permeate the church of 
which we are now a part." 0 

Christie R. House, the associate editor 
of New World Outlook, was origi
nally from the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference, where she was confirmed 
as a United Methodist. 

Top: Stamm's and Clippinger's historic handshake became the symbol of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. Above: A t the 1996 celebration, fami lies gathered around an 
old radio to hear the simulated 1946 announcement of the birth of a new denomination. 
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Kenneth Pohly of 
Trotwood , Ohio, and 
Weldell Freshley of 
Cincinnati sport "I Was ProfessDi 
There" buttons at the Daytonfi 
Dayton celebration. 

I Was There: 50th Anniversary of 
Evangelical United Brethren Church Onion: 

EUB C 
importa 
Method 
out the 
and Joi 
general 
Board o Dayton by Alma Graham 

"I WAS THERE," large buttons 
and proud smiles proclaimed . 
They were worn by United 
Methodists who had been present 
on November 16, 1946, when the 
Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ united with the Evangelical 
Church to form the Evangelical 
United Brethren (EUB) Church. 
The buttons were outward and 
visible signs of the spiritual EUB 
heritage that is now an intrinsic 
part of United Methodism. 

I was there, too, in mid
November 1996, for the golden 
anniversary celebration at United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, 
Ohio. Dayton became the head
quarters city of the United 
Brethren in 1853 and of the new 
EUB denomination in 1946. Today 
it is home to the Center for the 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Heritage, which jointly sponsored 
the Dayton anniversary events 
with the Historical Society of The 
United Methodist Church. 

The three-day Day ton obser
v ance (November 16-18) took 

Bishop Paul W. Milhouse gave the keynote 
address at the Saturday banquet. 

place chiefly in the seminary 
chapel, a house of worship with a 
warm modern design. The focal 
point at the altar was a gigantic 
stained-glass cross, split into five 
parts and emerging from the pale 
stone around it as though parts of 
the stone had been rolled back to 
reveal it. 
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We gathered in the chapel to 
worship, to hear stirring sermons, 
and to listen to eight scholarly 
papers dealing in depth with such 
topics as the nature of EUB min
istry, piety, and missions and the 
church's ecumenical commitment. 
For example, I learned from 
Professor K. James Stein that the 
United Brethren had approved the 
ordination of women as early as 
1889. Professor Donald K. Gorrell 
added that most of these early cler
gywomen had served in Indiana, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Nebraska, 
typically in small rural churches 
that had little money to pay a pas
tor. Later, Mary Lue Warner drew 
from her impressive store of 
knowledge to tell both a national 
and global story of "EUB Women 
and Missions." The Dayton spon
sors have plans to publish all the 
papers in book form. Meanwhile, 
New World Outlook hopes to print 
excerpts later in the year. 

Those of us in the congregation 
even had a chance to call out the 
names of members of the former 
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Professor James D. Nelson chaired the 
Dayton event and gave a historical tour. 

EUB Church who had made 
important contributions to United 
Methodism. I was privileged to call 
out the names of Robert J. Harman 
and Joyce D. Sohl, both deputy 
general secretaries of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

In Dayton, Bishop Paul W. 
Milhouse, who was ordained in the 
UB Church, and Bishop Wayne K. 
Clymer, who was ordained in the 
Evangelical Church, reenacted the 
1946 handclasp that had sealed 
and symbolized the union of their 
denominations. At the Saturday 
banquet, Bishop Milhouse gave the 

keynote address: "I Was There." On 
Sunday, Bishop Clymer preached 
on memory. "Memory gives us our 
identity," he said. "We cannot 
define ourselves without remem
bering that fellowship" which we 
experienced in the congregations 
of our youth. 

The banquet was a joyous cele
bration, marked by reunions, remi
niscences, and plans for the future. 
Greetings were read from the 
Governor of Ohio and from 
President Bill Clinton, who wrote: 
"Your precious faith and freedom 
come with great responsibilities. 
This celebration is a reminder of 
the ways that God's gifts can be 
used to fulfill our obligation to 
help others." 

At the banquet, I met Calvin H. 
Reber, Jr., whose letters to the edi
tor appeared in our January
February issues for both 1996 and 
1997. He made us aware of the 
need for greater coverage of EUB 
missions and for a stronger focus 
on ecumenism. As speaker John R. 
Knecht observed: "In the countries 
where we were engaged in mission 
work, the Evangelical Church and 
the United Brethren Church were 

almost always among the first to 
participate in the formation of a 
united, ecumenical church." 
My visit concluded on Sunday, 

November 17, with a memorable 
historical bus tour of Dayton con
ducted by Professor James D . 
Nelson, director of the Center for 
the EUB Heritage and chair of the 
Dayton event. Besides seeing such 
sites as the former United Brethren 
Building and the building that 
once housed the Otterbein Press, 
we debarked from the bus for a 
visit to some notable graves in 
Woodland Cemetary. Orville and 
Wilbur Wright rest there, along 
with their father, a UB bishop . 
Nelson, professor of church history 
at.United, was an expert guide and 
a high-spirited and gracious host. 

Like the cross in the chapel, the 
spirit and scholarship of the 
Dayton event served to roll back 
the stone of forgetfulness, reveal
ing the light of the EUB heritage. 
You'll be reading more about this 
heritage in coming issues of New 
World Outlook. D 

Alma Graham is Editor of New World 
Outlook. 

Left: Mary Lue Warner spoke on "EUB Women and Missions." Right: Events took place in the chapel of United Theological Seminary. 
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Partnership in God's Mission 
There are a variety of ways to be involved in mission. These ways fall 
into three general categories: education, service, and giving. 

Where giving is concerned, the church also has a variety of channels 
for funding mission. A key channel, of course, is World Service. This 
undergirds our basic mission giving, including the administrative costs 
of programming and property and the distribution of monies received. 

Another channel for mission giving is Special Sunday offerings. 
Human Relations Day, One Great Hour of Sharing, Native American 
Awareness Sunday, Golden Cross Sunday, and World Communion 
Sunday all provide financial support to programmatic emphases related 
to the General Board of Global Ministries. 

In addition, there is the United Methodist Women's Pledge to 
Mission. This channel of undesignated giving provides worldwide 
financial support for ministries related to women, children, and youth. 
For giving to particular programs, UMW also has a program of 
Supplementary Giving. 

Children and youth can designate funds for projects that serve chil
dren in their age group. The Youth Service Fund, administered through 
the General Board of Discipleship, supports mission projects that pro
vide direct service and programming for youth. The United Methodist 
Children's Fund for Christian Mission is an educational program and 
fund that receives and distributes the gifts of children for mission. Each 
year, six projects are selected for study and funding. 

The United Methodist Church also has a program of designated giv
ing-sometimes called second-mile giving-known as the General 
Advance for Christ and His Church. By now, all pastors should have 
received the Advance Toolbox with the Partnership in Missions Catalog of 
General Advance Specials 1997-98. Within its covers are nearly 2000 pro
jects that represent a multitude of ways to show "care and love" for the 
world. This year, the Advance celebrates its fiftieth anniversary. 

The Advance is special because individuals, congregations, districts, 
and conferences can choose particular projects to support. If someone is 
interested in agricultural missions, there are programs such as the 
Agroforestry and Animal Husbandry project in Haiti (#418309-4). 
Similarly, someone interested in community development and empower
ment could choose to support the Women's Small Business Training 
Program in Nicaragua (#012040-4RA). 

The best thing about the Advance is that 100 percent of all contribu
tions go to the project designated. EVERY GIFT MATIERS. No gift is too small. 
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Innovative Advance Projects 
Here are a few of the many innovative 
programs in the Advance. 

Ecological Park, Instituto 
Granbery, Juiz de Fora in BRAZIL J 
(#012338-4RA) . This fund will \ 
establish an ecological space so 
that children and youth can gain I 
an understanding of nature. I 

Lay Evangelists' Bicycles and 
Motorcycles in SIERRA LEONE 
(#006973-2AR). The church relies on 
dedicated lay evangelists to open 
new churches. Bicycles and motor
cycles are the most reliable and 
needed forms of transportation. 

The Logpond Food and 
Reforestation Program in t}\e 
PHILIPPINES (#012468-SET). This 
fund will be used to develop a 20-
hectare fish pond that will generate 
food and funds for reseeding to 
prevent further soil erosion. 

Send Us! Puppet, Clown, and 
Music Ministry in CUBA 
(#012158-0RA). Four young 
women and men travel around 
Cuba using puppets and music for 
presentations and workshops. This 
way, they train local leaders in 
basic Christian education tech
niques, enabling them to become 
Sunday-school instructors. 

Society of St. Andrew Potato 
Project in VIRGINIA (#801600-0). 
This project salvages thousands of 
pounds of potatoes for soup 
kitchens and other community 
institutions. This is nutritious food 
that otherwise would be lost. 0 
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I'M HELPING 
TO BUILD A 
CHURCH 
RIGHT NOW! 

The investment I chose pays me interest 
and builds churches. Would you like to 
help too? 

IRA 
6.75% 

United M ethodist Development Fund 
accepts investments from United Methodist 
individuals or organizations, sends them an 
interest check twice a year, then lends that 
money to United Methodist churches for 
new construction and/or renovation. 

N ates may be purchased for as little as 
$100.00. The Fund 's sole purpose is to pro
mote the mission of The United Methodist 
Church by providing first mortgage loans to 
churches . This is not an offer of sa le. All 
offerings are made only by the Offering 
Circular. 

INTEREST RATES* 

Flexible 
3.50% 

1 Year Term 
6.00% 

4 Year Term 
7.00% 

•Rates effective 8/1196. Call for current rates. 

Call or write for the Offering Circular: 
The United Methodist Developmen t Fund 
Room 3 20, 4 7 5 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 1o11 5 

( 2 12) 870-3856 or 1- 800- 862-86 33 . 

If you 're a church, for mortgage information, ca ll: ( 212 ) 870-3 865 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 1997 

RESOURCES FOR 
THE 1997-98 

MISSION STUDY! 

0 New World Outlook 
Special Issue on Living as 
Christians in a Violent 
Society (#2649) 
Mar ch/April 1997 $2.50 

0 New World Outlook Special 
Issue on Brazil (#2654) 
May/June 1997 $2.50 

NAME 

STREET 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

Send order, with check 
payable to New World 
Outlook, to: 
Magazine Circulation, 
PO Box 691308, 
Cincinnati, OH 45269-1 328. 
(Or order toll-free 
1-800-305-9857). 
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Order Now! 
Putting Children and Their 

Families First 
A Planning Handbook for 

Congregations 

A Pl"'""i"~ H"'"J.'boo'r. 
.PoY (Ol\~ve~"'t\Ol\S 

YES! Please send copies of 

Calls for action on behalf of 
children and families are 
going out across the church. 
This handbook responds to 
those concerns through: 
• Assessment of needs with

in the congregation and the 
community; 

• Provision of a biblical 
framework for ministry; 

• Identification of strengths 
and assets of children, 
families, communities; 

• Development of a plan for 
comprehensive ministries ; 

• Help with the implemen
tation of new ministries. 

PUTTING CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES FIRST 
(#2627: $4.75; 5 or more, $4.27) to: 

NAME. ___ ___ ______________ _ 

ADDRESS. _ _________________ _ 

CITY ____ _ _ ______ .STATE ___ ZIP __ _ 

Method of Payment 
0 Check or money order enclosed (made out to Service Center) 
0 Bill me 
0 Visa 0 Master Card 
Charge to: Card No .. ________ _ 
Exp. Date ___ _ 
Signature _____ _ ______________ _ 
(Required with all charge card purchases) 

Send order with check payable to: 

SERVICE CENTER, General Board of Global Ministries, PO. Box 691328, 
Cincinnati, OH 45269-1328. (Or order toll-free 1-800-305-9857.) 
For postage/handling, add $3.50 to orders of up to $25; $4.50 to orders of 
$25.01-$60; $5.50 to orders of $60.01-$100; 5% to orders over $100. 
Ohio residents add 6% tax. An additional $1.50 is charged for billed orders. 
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The Reverend Dr. Minerva Carcano will be at 

~Global Gathering lll ... wi11 you? 
I 

THEME: Whose Child Is This? 
April 10-13, 1997, Kansas City, Missouri 

There's still time to sign up for 
workshops like these: 

• Wesley: Holiness of Heart and Life 
• Promoting Mission Through the Internet 
• New Mission Opportunity: Parish Nurse 

• Ministries with Street Children 
• Strategic Planning for Mission 

Or select from almost a hundred more! 
Some workshops will be held in Spanish or Korean. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Jr more information, write to: Global Gathering III 
eneral Board of Global Ministries 
'ie United Methodist Church 
75 Riverside Drive, Rm. 1340 
ew York, NY 10115-1340, 
?l: 212-870-3770,Fax: 212-870-3932 
~b page:http://gbgm-umc.org/Global Gathering 



Mottler/Child Survival #982645-1 

"No more shall the sound of~ ....... ._,. 
or the cry of distress. No mo 

an infant that lives but a fi 
-ltaitlA..65:20 


