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"When I fir t read about a short-term mission program to H aiti in the conference newspaper, I said, 'Wow! This is ri ght up my alley.' It suited me perfectly,
so I grabbed it."
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EDITOR'S COLUMN: SHORT-TERM MISSION SERVICE

These are the words of Marlene Young, an Afri can American nurse who
works in Brooklyn, ew York. The opportunity she seized is one that more
and more Christians of both sexes, all ages, and all ethnic groups are embracing. It is mission service-not for a span of years but for a week, or two, or
three. Like tradi tional mission, it combines evangelism with work on behalf of
others. But instead of requiring a lifelong commitment from a few, it asks for a
short-term commitment from many. In this way, it has made mission service
accessible to all, and legions of eager mission volunteers have responded .
Some volunteers are young-like the U.M. ARMY members in Texas or the
young adults from Zimbabwe, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and the United
States who worked in the North Central Jurisdiction last summer. Others are
older and retired- like the OMADS who travel in recreational vehicles and
pledge to work six hours a d ay, fo ur days a week, for at least three weeks a
year. Mission volunteers may go to Hong Kong or to Tomball, Texas; to Bath,
Jamaica, or Williams Bay, Wisconsin. Some travel far from home-venturing
to Guatemala, Haiti, or Panama, or as far afield as Mozambique, Hungary, or
Bosnia. Some even serve in refugee camps near Bethlehem and plan to celebrate Christ's 2000th birthday by building a nursery-preschool near his birthplace. For, wherever they work, mission volunteers also witness, taking w ith
them the story of the Christ Child, God's greatest gift.
Listen to them.
" It has given me hope in a hopeless world," says

yasha Carol Bunhu, a
volunteer from Zimbabwe. • "If the Lord has need of you, you have to go,"
says John Cade of Texas. • "This trip has helped me be better able to talk
about God- to tell people about Jesus," says 22-year-old Terri Lantrip of
Valdosta, Georgia. • "After working w ith the Panamanians, US volunteers
come home with a stronger faith and are more sure of what God is doing,"
says Jerry Sam pley of Monterey, Tennessee. • "I went as a volunteer [to
Bosnia] to share God's love," says Karen David of Shawnee, Oklahoma. "But I
got far more than I gave." • "The Magyars of Hungary turned the tables on
us .... We are humbled by their generosity," writes Louis Megyesi of East
Mid dlebury, Verm ont. • "Now, when many of us overeat, overspend, and
overconsume," write Ida Jean and Charles Finney of Winfield, Kansas, "the
VIM experience reminds us to be ever mindful of the needs of others."
We need to be especially mindful during Advent. Please pray both for
long-term missionaries and for short-term mission volunteers. As Christmas
draws near, please consider giving a gift subscription to our award-winning
mission magazine. If every subscriber gave one gift subscription, we could
double our outreach overnight! Some of you might also consider a gift to New
Wo rld Out look for the Arthur Moore Memorial Fund-in honor of our longtime editor, w ho was w ith us from 1953 until 1987. We thank God for the historical record of mission w itness he left behind. And we w ish all of you a
blessed celebra tion of our Savior 's birth. Merry Christmas!
- Alma Graham
P.S. Please note that New World Outlook has moved to Room 1470 at 475
Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115. The story of mission volunteers at
General Conference w ill appear in a fu ture issue.
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Cross-Cultural Mission Discovery
in the North Central USA
By Linda S. Rhodes
"It has given me hope in a hopele world."
With these words, Nyasha Carol
Bunhu of Harare, Zimbabwe,
ummed up her experience as a
mi ion vo lunteer in Wisconsin
and northern Illinois.
Bunhu was one of 32 young
adult who spent two weeks this
pa s t summer participating in
Mission Di s covery-the Nor th
Central Jurisdiction's Volunteer-inMission (VIM) program for youth.
The se volunteers came from
Zimbabwe, Puerto Rico, and the
Philippines as well as from the
United States. They came to spread
wood chips on a mountain trail to
help residents more easily traverse
the terrain. They came to dig ditches and to cut and split firewood .
And they came to clean and paint
a church in the middle of one of
the world's most densely populated urban areas.
The y came from all over the
world to serve as missionaries to

United Methodi t in the Middle
West. Many crossed seas and continents to bring a demonstration of
their faith to southern Wisconsin
and to Chicago, Illinois.
An Emphasis on Youth
The North Central VIM program's
special emphasis on youth began
in 1992. It was the result of a challenge issued by Bishop R. Sheldon
Duecker, the presiding bishop of
the Chicago Area and the Northern
Illinois Conference.
"Bishop Duecker challenged the
VIM board to target youth to do
overseas work," explained Beverly
Nolte, who is the North Central
Jurisdiction' s VIM administrator.
"His idea was to provide for youth
an experience of sharing, spirituality, and community work in an
overseas country. He gave us the
impetus for Mission Discovery."
Duecker led Mission Discovery's
first trip-a visit by a youth team
to Zimbabwe in 1992. That trip

wa followed in 1993 with a trip to
Puerto Rico. Then, in 1995, Mission
Discovery went to the Philippines.
After the 1995 trip, Mi ss ion
Discover y leaders decided that
young adults from other countries
should have the opportunity to
help meet mission needs in the
United States. So five young adults
from each of the three countries
that received US mission-team
assistance in the past were invited
to come to the United States this
year for an opportunity to reciprocate. They joined 10 young volunteers from the North Central
Jurisdiction and eight members of
the Mission Dis covery steering
committee as participants in the
first International Gathering, held
June 15-30 in Chicago and southern
Wisconsin.
"The United States has needs,
too," explained the Rev. Carol
Cory, pastor of Bethany United
Methodist Church in Itasca,
Illinois, and a member of the
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Mi ion Discovery steering committee. "We are also a mis ion
field, " she said.
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Rural and Urban Labors
International Gathering volunteers
came face to face with some of
tho e needs . During their first
week of work, they toiled at
Wesley Wood Conference Center
in Williams Bay, Wisconsin. They
painted three buildings, restored
an old trailer that is now used
daily, rebuilt part of one of the
camp's nature trails, built two picnic tables, cut and split firewood,
installed summer window screens,
replaced six indoor toilets in the
shower house, cleaned out two
storm drains, and dug a trench to
hold electrical and telephone
cables for a new lifeguard tower.
Tom Vargo, the manager I director
of Wesley Woods, said the Mission
Discov~ry team "basically did anything we asked. They got it all
done, and they did a really good
job." The camp's maintenance
manager estimated that what the
team did in one week probably
would have taken the Wesley
Woods staff "close to a year or a
year and a half."
After a weekend spent as the
houseguests of United Methodist

Above: Josiah Kandemiiri, Zimbabwe, splits wood for Weslei; Woods Conference Center,
Williams Bay, Wisconsin.

families in the rural area of
Wisconsin's Southeast District, the
group moved from the country
into the city. The second week was
spent cleaning and painting
Rogers Park United Methodist
Church in one of Chicago's northsi de neighborhoods. The Rev.
Dawn Gotoh, pastor of Rogers
Park, said that the team's work
was a testimony of faith.
"Their spiritual excitement was
great to behold," Gotoh affirmed.
"The cooperation they had-in
spite of language difficulties and
differences in tradition and nationality-was truly inspirational."

Closing worship for 32 participants in the North Central Jurisdiction 's Mission Discoven;
International Gathering, First UMC of Des Plaines, Illinois.

Gotoh said the church building
received "a great facelift" that will
enhance the church's ability to be in
mission and ministry in the neighborhood. The bright red doors at the
entrance to the building got a fresh
coat of paint, pews in the sanctuary
were polished, and bathrooms were
scrubbed and repainted.
The mission team also repaired
peeling plaster and completely
repainted Overdier Hall, the largest
room in the church other than the
sanctuary. The impact of that work
will be significant, Gotoh said,
because the hall is used as a fellowship room, houses the church's arts
program for young adults, serves
as a worship center for several
community groups during the
week, and is the location of the
weekly soup kitchen.
"The youth did a tremendous
amount of work the week they
were here," Gotoh said. "We feel
very blessed." Some of the members of Rogers Park UMC as well as
some neighborhood residents also
pitched in and worked beside the
young missioners. But even more
important than the actual work,
according to Gotoh, was the "wonderful fellowship" and a "much
enhanced sense for our people concerning the breadth and. depth of
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the United Methodist commitment
globally."
A Testimony to Faith
"We all need help in some way,"
noted Anabellie Rivera of Rio
Piedras, Puerto Rico. "Over here,
maybe there's a lot of money and
you have a lot of resources to do
things. But, spiritually, I think this
nation needs a lot of strengthening."
Continuing, Rivera observed:
"Since US mission teams gave us a
lot of things, in thanks for them we
should give something back. We
should all be willing to help, no
matter what needs to be done."
Rivera said that in Puerto Rico
the view of mission is "a little bit
different" from that prevalent in
the United States . "We don't
emphasize so much service,"
Rivera said. "We emphasize evangelizing. We think it's more important to give light and to preach the
Word-in the streets and around
the houses. Here, we' re learning a
different type of mission-being
humble and working at anything,
things that are hard to do or that
people just don't want to do
because they're a pain."
Rivera expressed the hope that
her work will be a testimony to her
faith when "the people here see
the effort we're making and see
how hard we're working."
God Bonded Us Together
Working, playing, and worshiping
side by side, the youth from four
different cultures-many of whom
did not share a common language-established bonds and
friendships that they expect will
last a lifetime.
"We came together with certain
barriers amongst us, namely language," said Brian Hassel-Miller of
Hubbard, Ohio. "But those barriers
Amber Essary (front ) and Melissa Meier
of Iowa and Andy Boyd (center) of Illinois
paint the doors of Rogers Park UMC.
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broke down very quickly. God
bonded us together. We had a language that wasn't Shona, wasn't
Filipino, wasn't Spanish, and wasn't English. We could look at one
another and see what needed to be
done. I believe that was all through
the spirit of God."
"Over the past two weeks, we' ve
become one group," Hassel-Miller
added. "It's a bond so strong that I
don't think anything could ever
come between us."
That was exactly what the
International Gathering planners
had hoped would happen . "We
tried intentionally to do a lot of
bonding and a lot of team building," Nolte said. Much of the
bonding was combined with a
spiritual emphasis that included
daily devotions, prayer circles, and
prayer partners in order to achieve
a second goal: spiritual growth for
the participants.
As a result of this approach,
Nolte said, a number of participants in previous mission trip s
have gone into the ordained ministry, become diaconal ministers, or
attended church-affiliated colleges.
"This can be a life-changing experience for them," Nolte said.
A Life-Changing Experience
The International Gathering of
1996 was designed to help increase
participants' knowledge of other
cultures and peoples. "The crosscultural experience is opening a
window of exposure for many of
the volunteers," said Nolte, "and
that can be life-changing, too."
Many of the participants m
Mission Discovery had never
before been outside their small
hometowns.
"Some of them come not really
knowing what it's like to do physical work," Nolte said. "This gives
them a sense of satisfaction and
achievement at having done something for somebody else."
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Nolte's analysis was confirmed
by 21-year-old Leila Fernandez,
who is a seminary student from
Dasmarina , Cavite Province, in
the Philippines. "It' really very
different," Fernandez aid of her
International Gathering experience. "It's something that you can
always remember for the rest of
your life. You meet other people
from different parts of the world.
I've learned that it's not only in the
Philippines where I can meet
friends."
Fernandez, who worked on the
steep, hilly nature trail at Wesley
Woods, called her project "the
hardest work" in the camp. "But
after we had finished," she said,
"we were able to see how our work
will help people. When they see
the trail, they will remember the
Mi sion Discovery team that came
here."
The planners of the International
Gathering believe that their idea
may be copied by other jurisdictions and other groups. The North
Central Jurisdiction's Mission
Discovery program has already
been emulated by others who have
seen it and benefited from it.
"We thought it was such a wonderful vision which they came to
share with us that we started a program like it in Zimbabwe," said 29year-old Tendai Mazire from
KweKwe, Zimbabwe, referring to
the 1992 visit from the Nor th
Central Jurisdiction's first Mission
Discovery team.
"It's fantastic," Mazire said of his
mi sion trip to the United States.
"I'm helping. I'm learning, and I' m
also haring my experience with
other people from the United
States, Puerto Rico, and the
Philippines. I think we need to
share what we have."
Making a Harmonic World
Trips are being planned to the
Palestinian Territories in 1997 and

to Brazil in 1999. But will the North
Central Jurisdiction ever do another International Gathering?
"Maybe," said Nolte. "We might
go to Toledo. We might go to
Cleveland, or we might go to St.
Paul."
Wherever and whenever they do
this again, it's clear that a number
of young people will benefit from
the experience. The participants in
the 1996 International Gathering
will attest to that.
"As a team, we learned how to be
the servants that God wants us to
be," said Tom Stettner, Mission
Discovery steering-committee
member and team leader from Des
Plaines, Illinois. "Inside us, we
each had a flame that was the love
of Jesus Christ. When we all got
together, it made a big fire."
At the worship service held at the
First United Methodist Church of
Des Plaines on the final night of the
Gathering, the group demonstrated one of the things that Wendi
McClellan-steering-committee
member and team leader from
Algonquin, Ilinois-said the group
did "very, very often and very,
very well."
They sang.
And when they blended their
voices together in song, the astute
listener realized that not only were
members of the group singing
four different parts to make harmonic chords, but they were also
singing the words in four different
languages-to make a harmonic
world. 0

Linda S. Rhodes is the communications director for the Northern Illinois
Annual Conference.
Painting one of the radiators in the san ctuary of Rogers Park United Methodist
Church in Chicago are International
Gathering participants, left to right,
Nyasha Carol Bunhu, Harare, Zimbabwe;
Amari/is Gonzalez, Jayuya, Puerto Rico;
and Edgar de Jes us, Manila, Philippines.
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ot \Jolunteers- Teias
by Christie R. House

nnie Perkins
taught
at
Baylor
University for 40
years. She worked
extra jobs to pay her
children' s college
bills. Perkins was a
founding member of
TEAM-the Tomball
Emergency Assistance
Ministries-a coalition of churches
that gives assistance to poor families in the Tomball, Texas, area.
"I never thought I would be the
one who needed assistance, "
Perkins whispered to Ken Austin,
director of the Tomball U.M .
ARMY camp. "This is absolutely
wonderful for me-to see these
y oung people here . You can't
imagine ." Now in he r 80s, confined to a wheelchair, partially
blind, and having lost her large
home because of high medical
bills, Annie Perkins lives today in
what Jeff, a volunteer, calls an "itty
bitty house" on the outskirts of
Tomball.
The United Methodist Action
Reach-out Mission by Youth (U.M.
ARMY) came to visit Annie
Perkins one week la s t summer.
They came bearing building supplies, tools, and a will to work. In
fact, they made summer visits to
h undreds of other people throughout the Texas Conference area :
people of variou s races and
nationalities-low-income families, retired people, single parents,

A
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Theresa holds a client's grandson .

and grandparents raising their children's children. The U .M. ARMY
volunteers shared their labor and
their faith with those in need.
The U.M. ARMY
According to its executive director,
Paula Melear, the U.M. ARMY is a
nonprofit organization that sponsors volunteer work camps in
Texas. It began 18 years ago as a
grassroots movement among members of the Texas Conference who
A nnie Perkins of Tomball, Texas.
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wanted to put their
faith into action.
This past summer,
close to 2000 high
school students and
adult coordinators
were recruited from
the conference for
week-long work
camps throughout
June and July. Each
of the 18 camps was hosted by a
different Texas church that served
as a home base for a hundred or
more campers. During the day, the
campers traveled out to work sites
in teams of four or five youths
accompanied by at least one adult.
"Many people in our area have
two weeks of vacation a year, "
Paula Melear observed. "For our
adult volunteers, U.M. ARMY
camp is one of them."
John Cade started a business last
year with his partner, Ken Austin.
This year, John didn't know if the
fledgling business would survive a
week with both partners out. "But
if the Lord has need of you, you
have to go, " John finally said.
"These young people actually get
to live their faith for a week. It
makes the biggest difference in
their lives." John decided that he
would stay with the business while
Ken directed the Tomball Camp .
Even so, John was up around 5:00
every morning. That way, he could
drive from his home to Tomball
and give the morning devotions
before breakfast.
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The meticulous way in which the
camps are organized contributes to
the project's success. Each camp
has a volunteer director who coordinates its overall workin gs. The
tool, site, kitchen, safety, office, and
program coordinato rs lend the
director s upport . Althou g h an
overwhelming 2000 people flock to
the U.M. ARMY each summer, the
process of breaking the numbers
up-into 18 separate camps, then
into ba s ic group s of about 15
(called color groups), and finally
into work teams of just 5 or 6allows each participant to feel part
of a newly evolving family.
Work Referrals
Work assignments are referred to
the camps by a variety of m eans.
The Texas Department of Human
Services (DHS) refers a number of
clients.The site coordinator (w ho
gathers information on possible
work ·sites month s in ad v an ce)
receives the referrals and visits the
clients to determine how much of
the job the youth can hope to finish
in a week. Much of the housing is
substandard and could u se many
months of work before it w ould
meet health and s afe ty cod es.
Work that cannot be completed is
directed back to the DHS.
Churches w orking in outreach
ministries refer clien ts to th e U.M.
ARMY. Many times, clients w ho
have had their properties w orked
on at the b eginning of the week
alert their neighbors and relatives.
By the end of the week, ite coordinators pick up several referrals.
Bill Spindler, the site coordinator
for the Tomball Camp, explained
how the pre-work visits h e m ade
to d e termine the w ork sch edule
contributed to his ow n spiritual
grow th. "What these p eople have
may not look like much to you or
me," he said, "but they are proud
o f w h a t they h ave. It's h ard for
them to ask for h elp. Some of them

Top: The youth of the Tomball camp "wash the cars" they borrowed before returning
them to their owners. A bove: Youth of the Kingwood camp run a "pyramid race" as
part of the activities before evening worship.

h ave m o r e fa ith th an I d o." By
ca re full y s cree nin g th e cli ents
before camp begins, site coordinators try to avert problems. Clients
mu s t ow n th eir p ro p er ti es.
Otherwise, landlord could exploit
the improvem ents by raising the
rent.
A lth o u g h Kin gw ood Unite d
Me thod is t Chu rch, w ith a m em b ership of n early 3000, h ad been
sending m ore than 200 youth to
the U .M . ARMY every year, 1996
was the first year the church hosted a camp. Kingwood is an affluen t subu rb of H o u s ton . Nearby
communities h ad m an y clients in

need of assistance if only a connection could be m ade to fi nd them.
The site coordinator, John Grimes,
fo und the connection in an adult
volunteer named Randy, a counter
clerk a t th e Po rt er Po t Office.
Randy enlisted the mail carrier to
ask Porter residents if they needed
volunteer help on their properties.
Other referrals came th rough
M ea ls o n Wh eels and the
Comm uni ty Center for the Aged
and Disabled .
Team bring tools and building
materials to the sites at which they
work. Wh at they can' t fi t into the
van i brought by the color-group
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Each year, the UM A rmy designs a different T-shirt motto. Tomball camp participants collected charms (s uch as the one
hanging on cord at center) for each morning watch service they attended.

coordinator-an assistant in a
pickup truck-who travels back
and forth supplying materials for
several work teams. Teams take
their lunch and their own drinking
water with them, avoiding food
contamination and questionable
water supplies-frequent hazards
in poverty-stricken neighborhoods.
In Bordersville, a turn off the
main road at K-Mart leads to dirt
roads and makeshift shacks.
Although this neighborhood has
existed for many years, the only
amenities appear to be running
water and electricity. George has
lived in Bordersville since 1936,
occupying his three-room house
alone since his wife's death. First,
the work team put a front door on
the house for him . Then they
began recons tructing the front
room and hallway ceiling, which
was falling down. "These kids are
doing so much for me," George
said. "They're doing great."

10

Church and Community
Involvement .
Another key to the success of
the U.M. ARMY program is
the full participation of churches-both those that host the
camps and those that send participants. The program is funded
by donations from the Texas
Conference, individual congregations, and private donors. In addition, each participant must pay a
$110 fee, which the young campers
raise by "selling stock" to members
of their churches. Upon returning
home, campers report to the congregation about "the investment."
Church members donate the use of
tools and of such vehicles as vans
and pick-up trucks. All borrowed
materials must be returned to owners in as good shape as that in
which they were received.
The communities in which the
camps are held also become
involved in the work effort. Local
businesses are asked to donate
materials if they can and to discount supplies that they can't
donate. Each camp has a special
bank account, complete with its
own checks that local merchants
honor. Since churches are not generally equipped with shower facilities, the local high school opens its
locker rooms for the youth.

these conditions? Why don't the
young people from their own families help them?"'
"It's an eye-opener sometimes for
the clients, too," added another
adult team member. "One of the
elderly folks we visited asked:
'Where do you get good teenagers?' Some of them are paranoid
about young people."
The fear, isolation, and loneliness
are real. The youth of the U.M.
ARMY begin to understand this as
they reach out beyond their comfortable circumstances and place
themselves in unfamiliar environments. A group of youths getting
ready to leave for the next week's
camp at Bay Harbour UMC proclaimed: "We' re going to help people and take the love of Jesus to
them." After a week of camp, they
discovered that Jesus already
resided in many of the "itty-bitty"
houses.
They learn, through daily
lunchtime devotions with their
clients, that some of the folks they
visit don't care much for religion,
while others, who are too blind to
see the Bible or the hymnbook,
know the pages by heart anyway.
They also learn of the needs in the
communities they visit-not just
the obvious need for better housing
but the much deeper needs for fair

Building Life Experience
Paula Melear points out that the
U .M. ARMY helps the youth of
Texas build strong spiritual lives
and leadership skills as well as
doorways and porches. It also
opens their eyes to conditions of
life that, earlier, they never knew
existed. Most of those who join the
U.M. ARMY come from middleclass communities. Many of their
clients have lived in poverty all
their lives . "A lot of these kids
have questions," said Randy, the
postal worker. '"Why do people
live this way? How can they stand

Another "car" gets washed in Tomball.
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treatment, advocacy, a nd ba sic
human contact. Older people need
to have hope and a b e li ef in a
younger generation, too.
Like an Angel to Me
Annie Perkins sometimes watched
the young people in silence as they
worked on her kitchen. "She was
watching everything I was doing,"
Kelsey told the group on the las t
night of camp. I thought she must
not like me. Then she said: 'You're
like a gift from God. You' re like an
angel to me.' I said thanks, and just
walked off. Then I realized, this is
what it means to be a Chris tian.
This is what God wants me to do."
Theresa helped to repair some
screens on a porch that afternoon
for a grandmother who cared for
two y oung grandsons. One was
developmentally di s abled-he
could not walk and only grunted
to talk. He dragged himself across
the floor. At first his grandmother
would not let him out to see the
you th. The younger brother ran
out and was immediately carried
around b y one team member or
another. The second child made a
real effort inside the door to be
seen and heard. When his grandmother finally relented, Theresa
was amazed at how her teammate,
Julie, reached right down and held
him in her arms. This gave Theresa
the courage to play with him and
hold him too. He reveled in the
attention. "That little boy was the
most beautiful thing I've ever
seen," she said. "Watching Julie
has really taught me how to love."
Spiritual growth is a major component in the program. It is one
reason people keep corning backthroughout high school, as college
assistants, and later as adult coordinator . Through giving of themselves, touching other cultures, and
experiencing Christian fellow hip
with each other, people ha ve felt
the pre ence of God in their lives.

Lisa paints a shelf at the corner of Huffsmith and Huffsmith streets in Tomball, Texas.

Giving and Receiving
After Annie Perkins' kitchen was
finished and the pickup truck was
packed, the job still wasn't qui te
finished. Back in the corner of the
living room, a mounted deer trophy with a huge rack of antlers displayed hats-all kinds and shapes.
Annie sa id the y had been her
father's hats, passed down to her
50 years ago. She told each of the
team members present to take one,
as her gift.
Jeff Parker, a youth minister serving that week as the color-group
coordinator, came home with a
fishing cap."It was such a privilege
to receive her gift," he s aid. " It
reminded me of the widow's mite.

She gave us her most prized possessions. She gave u s all she had .
She was the one Jesus described."
After d inner that night, when the
group se ttled down for wor hip
time, Jeff gave the m editation.
"I have seen the future here," he
said. "Th e future is looking bright.
So bri gh t, I go tt a ge t me some
shades." 0

Christie R. House, associate editor of
N ew World Outlook, v isited the
Kingwood and Tomball camps the week
of June 9, 1996. Special thanks to Paula
Melear, Ken and Carolyn Austin, John
Cade, and Julia and Roger Sweny, who
drove her all over God's Texas creation
in their minivans.
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Jamaican Spring:
Pho tographer Richard Lord met up
with a So u th eastern Jur isdi ction
Volunteer-in-Miss ion team in Bath,
Jam aica. Th e tea m leader, George
Herndon, brought 12 people on the
trip. For some, it was the first trip they
had taken outside their home state.
The team traveled to Jamaica at the
invitation of the Jamaica District of
th e M ethodist Church in the
Caribb ean and th e Am eri cas
(MCCA ). They were helping to build
pews for a small Methodist church in
Bath that had sustained damage from
Hurricane Gilbert. They also taught
Christian education at the school and

met with the children after school to
teach Bible school. While they worked
in Bath, they stayed in the homes of
people from the congregation.
Lord interviewed the Jamaican pastor
and several members of the volunteer
team during his visit. The fo llowing
excerpts indicate the emotional and
spiritual growth that can take place
when Christians of two cultures meet.
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Th e R ev. Wayn efo rd M cFarth en,
pastor of the Bath Church: I have one
circuit com posed of 18 congregations. I am a co-pas tor with the
Rev. Barron Chambers. From north
to south, the circu it is 30 miles;
from eas t to west, 40 m iles .
Depending on the road conditions,
trave l takes a b o u t a h a lf h o u r
between any of the churches.
The Rev. Kathy Gale coord inates
mi ssion tea m s for th e Jamaica
District [of the MCCA]. She wanted some circuits to recommend to
the overseas mission teams for possibl e p rojects . So I se nt h er a

req u est in dica ting the need for
pews at Bath. Following up on tha t
request, George Hernd on contacted me and said he had a team that
would be very interested in coming to work with us.
This is one of the buildings that
wasn' t really repaired m uch after
Hurrican e Gi lb er t. Mo t o ther
th at suffered significant damage
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were restored to a grea t extent so
that they could be u ed again as
place of wor hip . Besides th e
benche [pews], we need to look at
the roof of this church. The in ide
walls n ed work a well.
The primary benefit for us is the
interaction be tween the different
groups that come d own and the
level of cultural exchange that happens while they ' re on the work
i te. Yes, we benefi t in terms of
benche , or a new chapel, or other
fixture . But I think the real benefit
is the amount of interaction. Some
teams will work with children .
Others will work with Bible-study
groups and other fellow hip meetings. Those points of contact help
to fuse two sets of people.
It's a mutual exchange. The volunteers get to see another country-another group of Chri tians
who do things differently-and we
are able to learn about their ways.
It is a .challenge for them, too, to
present the Gospel in the contex t
of the people as they find them.
I've learned to accept people for
who they are. God's love is extended through Hi p eop le. The
exchange becomes, in man y
ins tances, two cultures meeting.
You come to Jamaica as Americans.
We eat, peak, and worship differently from you, to some degree .
Experiencing tho se difference s
must have an effect on both parties. You respond to me. I re pond
to you. We learn new things about
each other-how we think, how
we work. Our attitudes are
exchanged-it's just a wond erful
experience.
I am very grateful for the assistance that tea m member h ave
be en able to give to th e lo ca l
church here. I think their work will
go a long way in helping us to take
more pride in our place of worship . Also, I am gra tefu l for the
wonderful friend hips that we are
able to forge .

Terri Lantrip plays with the children in Bath. "They are real nice, " she said. "They
would give you anything they have."

Deanie Bell, (age 68) is from Savannah,
Georgia. Her husband, Dr. Grover Bell,
is a retired minister who served as a
pastor in South Georgia for 41 years.
George Herndon had asked them several times to go on a VIM trip. This one
was their first eJtperience.
Deanie Bell: I like working with
the children. It is a great pleasure
to he ar th em s in g and to have
th em respond musically and
rhythmically. They are totall y
interested in the m essage you are
tr y ing to bring to the m . They
re pond so much to just a touch.
I have also helped put the benches to ge th er- ta k ing part in the
measuring, quaring up, and actual building of them. They call them
benches; we call them pews.
We were encoura ge d b y our
team leader to ta te everything our
ho s tess cooked . I've tried to do
that. Our hos tess ha s been very
wonderful. Sh e has prepared the
nati ve foods for u s o that we
could get a chance to taste them.
We had fried ackee [a fruit eaten as
a vege table ], which ta s ted like
scrambled eggs. We had festival
thi morning. It's a batter like waffle batter but a little thicker. It is
rolled into a pone and fried in
coconut oil. It wa delicious . We
had this along with sardines. That

was the one thing I refused. I said :
"H yacinth, I'm sorry. My d add y
liked sardine s, but I cannot ea t
them. Please forgive me."
Coming here has been a little bit
of a culture shock. The home we're
staying in is-as our hostess puts
it-very, very humbl e. But it is
clean, and H yacinth is such a hospitable hostes that she makes you
feel at home.
We came here unaware and little
bit strained about what to expect.
Our ho s te -s was a lso s tre sse d
about receiving u s. The minister
told her that she had two bed she
didn' t u se so she should receive
two couples. She said no, all that
sh e had were the bed s, nothing
el e. She was very frank with u s
about h er fears. We talked to her
extensively and put her mind at
rest about it. We were comforted
Monday when she sat down and
ate breakfast with us. She told us:
"I'm not afraid anymore."
These people have a real hunger
to know more about God. They
have loyalty and devotion to their
church. They are willing to give of
themselve . We see this in the worship services, with the children,
and w ith the adult . There is just
the sen e that they love the Lord
an d show that love in th eir
re ponse to others.
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Terri Lantrip i 22. She is a part-time
student at Valdosta State Univer ity
in Valdosta, Georgia, living with her
grandmother while her hu band is tation ed in Kuwait with the U Air
Force. Terri de cribed herself before the
Volunteer-in-Mis ion trip a "ju t a
pew wanner." Her grandmother wanted to go on the trip but wa uncertain
about going alone. So Terri accompanied her.
Terri Lantrip: I didn' t know if I
wa called to go anywh r . But I
alway thought, if an one a k d
me, then I would go. I n
r tra eled out ide the nited tate or
flew on an airplane befor this trip.
The lad we ar li ing with ha
children and grandchildren that
com in and out of th hou all
the time . he own a tor right
ther at the hou . Th room are
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Sue Breden: I thought it would be
a challenge to come help these
people and see how they live. It has
been a challenge. Nothing is convenient here, as it is at home. You
can't just run out to the store to get
what you need. It' s hard to get
from one place to another. The
streets ar so narrow that the driving is bad. When it rain , the
streets wash out.
I've been working at a little bit of
everything. I helped tear the old
masonry off the walls. Yesterday, I
helped build some of the benches.
I also worked with crafts for the
kids in the Bible school. Hopefully,
we've spread the Word of the
Lord--even if we've only touched
one soul.
I'm getting so much out of this.
The least little thing you do,
they're happy with it. They were
happy with the fact that Gail and I
climbed up the ladders and helped
the guys tear down the wall.
At first my family was not too
happy about my coming, especially my youngest son. Then they got
excited about it. But I think they
would much rather have me home.
My parents are having a hard time
since I'm an only child. They were
saying they didn' t want me to go
so far away from home.

Our teenagers had more
material things than
they needed. Here, they
saw people glad to have
a pair of shoes to wear.
the same thing for 40 years. In m y
prayers, this is where I was led.
We arrive on a Saturday evening
o we can meet people and worship with them on Sunday. We
invite the people to come work
with us. "We never come to do this
for you," we explain, "but we come
to help you get this done ." It's a
two-way street. We all benefit in
enjoying Christian fellowship, and
we get some work done on the
church building, too.
Team members have to pay their
own way for airfare, ground transportation, and food . I write to the
churches of the district to ask for
money to buy materials. United
Methodist Women and United
Methodist Men, youth groups ,
Sunday schools, commissions on
mission-we ask them all to contribute. They can give the money to

the conference Advance Special.
The church gets credit for the gift
and we can purchase what we
need.
Just recently, I brought a group of
teenagers to Jamaica . They. will
never be the same again. They all
admitted that they were spoiled
children. They had more material
things than they needed, yet they
griped and complained back
home. Here, they saw people glad
to have a pair of shoes or a shirt to
wear. Here, they had to bathe out
of a bucket because we didn't have
adequate water. They ate fish with
the heads on them . They had to
work hard in the sun because we
were building a playground and
painting a building. We also taught
a Bible school. Well, they did a
beautiful job with it. Every one of
them said it was the greatest experience they had ever had in their
lives.
We find this to be something you
can't get at home. You can worship
in the church every Sunday, but
this is actually putting Christianity
into action. 0

Oeanie Bell teaches Bible school to the children of Bath, Jamaica.

The Rev. George Herndon was the
team leader. He has worked on VIM
trips to Jamai ca, Puerto Rico, and
Panama City as well as on a number
of US ventures. He began Volunteerin-Mission trips after his retirement
from 40 years as a pastor in South
Georgia.
The Rev. George Herndon: You
don' t just up and retire. You have
to get ready for it. I kept praying.
A lot of preachers were saying to
me: "George, you're still in good
health. Why are you stopping minis try?" I said: "I'm not s topping,
I'm changing." I got tired of doing

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1996

15

Sharing God's Love·
in Bosnia

by Boyce A. Bowden
Why do they want to o halfway
around the world to Bosnia? Don' t
they know a war is going on over
there? Besides, what good do they
think they can do?
Karen David admits those questions crossed her mind early in
1995 when she learned that several
people from her home churchWesley United Methodist in
Sh awnee, Oklahoma-were planning to go to Bosnia during the
summer as mission volunteers.
They were responding to an invitation that the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
had given to Larry Acton, director
of Volunteers in Mission (VIM) in
the Oklahoma Annual Conference.

16

UMCOR had invited Acton to send
VIM teams to the war-ravaged
country of Bosnia to help refugees.
"I wasn' t against their going to
Bosnia," Karen told me when we
visited recently. "But I was wondering why in the world they
would want to go."
She is still surprised by how her
attitude was changed one evening
when she and her husband,
Edward, went to a meeting at their
church. She heard several people
talking about why they planned to
go on the mission.
"I listened to what they had to
say, and the more I listened, the
more interested I became, " she
recalled. "Just out of the blue, I
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knew in my heart that I had to go
to Bosnia. I felt God speaking to
me."
After the meeting that night,
Karen told Ed that she wanted to
go to Bosnia.
"Ed just looked at me and smiled.
'Sure you do,' he said . I kept
repeating myself for several weeks
and finally I convinced him I was
serious about going. Then he was
100 percent behind me. He knew I
had always been interested in missions, and he had been, too. But our
interest had been in missions close
to home. We had been on several
mission trips here in the States but
had never given much support to
foreign missions."
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Not everyone accepted and
respected Karen 's deci ion as
quickly as Ed did .
"A lot of people bordered on
being angry at me for going," she
admitted. "They told me I had no
bu iness in Bo nia."
The oppo ition that disturbed
Karen most came from her parents,
who live several hundred miles
away from her in Texa . " They
were very upset and did all that
they could to talk me out of going.
But I was bound and determined
to go," he explained.
And she went! In fact, three
teams from Oklahoma went
to Bosnia during the summer of 1995. Karen's
team went to Zenica
and worked with
refugee children and
teenagers
there
during the month
of June.
The First Trip: 1995
"When our team
fir t arrived at the
refugee center, the
kids weren't sure who
we were or why we
were there . In fact, they
seemed to be just as puzzled as lots of people back
home had been. Why would we
want to leave our comfortable
homes in America and come to
Bo nia, sacrificing our comfort and
ri king our live ?"
Karen and other team members
ex plained a best they could
through the interpreter that they
had come becau e of God's love.
"I think a lot of them felt they
had been forgotten by the rest of
the world . We told them they were
not forgotten-that American and
others cared about them. Most
important of all, we a ured them
that God cared about them and
that we had come to share God' s
love with them."

It didn't take long for barriers to

fall and relationship to grow.
Thanks to interpreters, Karen and
others on her team began to communicate with the refugee kids.
"We tarted getting acquainted,"
Karen said. "Before the first day
was over, we taught them a couple
of ongs. They didn't have much to
play with before we got there. We
gave them some dolls, basketballs,

Opposite, p. 16: Becky David, Kelly
Kursar, Michelle Perry, and Javed, the
meister (UMCOR 's Bosnian construction
foreman) work on Hafiza's home. Above:
Karen David and Allen, the meister's son.

and baseball caps. During the three
weeks we were there, we taught
them a lot of American games.
They were especially interested in
the English lessons we gave."
But Karen and other team member did not forget their main mission: to help the kids sense God's
love for them and to help them
know they were not forgotten or
abandoned .

" I had never worked with
refugees before," Karen explained as
her reminiscences continued. "The
children and teenagers told us stories about what had happened to
their families. I would sit and listen
to them tell how their fathers had
been killed in the war, and how
their homes had been burned, and
how they had fled on foot to
Zenica."
When she left Bosnia and headed
for home in 1995, Karen didn't
know whether she had had much
influence on the Bosnian refugees.
But she was certain they had had
a tremendous influence on her.
"I came home more aware
than ever that the world is
really a small neighborhood," she told me . "I
was more convinced
than ever that, if I am
a Christian, my neighbors are not just the
people next door or
down the street.
People all over the
world are my neighbors, and we have
much more in common
than I ever knew."
Changing Attitudes At Home
Karen had a surprise when she
got home-a letter from her mother expressing ome feelings Karen
had not expected.
"Mom apologized for trying to
talk me out of going on the mission
and told me how wonderful it was
that I had gone. Her attitude had
totally changed."
That's not all that had changed.
As a result of Karen's trip, her
mother started going back to
church after years of absence . So
did her father, who hadn' t gone to
church since he was a child. What
caused the change?
"While I was in Bosnia, my mother felt the need for ome spiritual
uplift," Karen explained. "So she
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started going to church, telling
people what I was doing and asking them to pray for my safety. She
thought I was crazy, but people at
church told her how great they
thought it was that I would do
something like that. Their response
changed her outlook and my
father's completely. It was another
blessing that came to me from the
mission!"
After Karen and other members
of the three VIM teams returned
home, they did not forget the people in Bosnia. They looked for
ways to help-and found plenty.

One team member, Mike Steel,
who is superintendent of schools in
a small Oklahoma town, came
home concerned about the limited
resources available at the Bosnian
school where he and his son, Chris,
had taught. The Bosnian school
had no electricity. A pencil with an
eraser was a luxury, and paper was
scarce. Back home, Mike visited
wi th several teachers and school
administrators. Soon they began
collecting school supplies and
sending them to Bosnia.
In the fall of 1995, working closely with Oklahoma Conference VIM
director Larry Acton, th e te am
launched an operation ca ll ed
"Sharing Love With Bosnia
Refugees." United Methodist
churches across Oklahoma were

asked to collect new or slightly
used shoes, coats, and other warm
clothing to help the refugees
through the approaching winter.
The response was phenomenal.
More than a quarter of a million
dollars worth of items were collected and taken in six semitrailer
trucks to Maryland for shipment
by UMCOR to Bosnia.
The Second Trip: 1996
When Karen learned that three
VIM teams from Oklahoma were
going to Bosnia again in the summer of 1996, she wa among the
first to sign up. After hearing
Karen talk about her mission experience, her 17-year-old daughter,
Becky, was eager to go, too. They
and other members of their team
left June 6 for duty in Gornji Vakuf,
Bosnia . Upon their arrival, they
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were immediately given mineawareness training.
"We were told that the area was
filled with mines," Karen recalled .
"They showed us different kinds
of mines. Some, they said, will just
take yo ur foot off. Others will
leave nothing. They got our attention immediately-then cautioned
u s not to go into any abandoned
buildings or to wander off the
sidewalks and streets where local
people were."
Karen and her team worked a
few miles from Gornji Vakuf in a
little mountainside village called
Voljice. "We could stand there on
the mountain where we were
working and see scores of houses
that had been blown up or heavily
damaged during the war," Karen
said. "The people of the village
were very poor, and there was no
way they could rebuild or repair
their home without help."
UMCOR-trying to help as
many families as possible-

assigned Karen's team to rebuild
two hom es. One had been the
home of Hafiza, a woman in her
early 30s. Her husband had been
killed in the war, leaving her with
three boys, ages 6, 8, and 12. Since
her own hom e had been
destroyed, she had b een living
with her mother-in-law in a house
that was much too small for both
households.
The other home the team was
assigned to rebuild belonged to
Smyle, a man in his 60s. Two of his
three sons had been killed by
snipers, and his surviving son had
lo s t both hi s legs to tank fire.
Smyle was in deep depressionhaving lost so much of his family
and feeling he could never rebuild
the family home.
"A VIM team had been there
before us and had done the demolition work," Karen explained,
"removing what was left of the
two homes down to the foundations. We poured cement over the
foundations that were there and
started up with the brick work."
Karen was amazed at how Smyle
responded when the team began
building his house. "He went from
being totally withdrawn to helping
us do the work. He was out there
every da y, joinin g right in . His
neighbors pitched in, too. There
were times when it seemed like the
whole vi llage was helping us .
Before long, Smyle was smiling
and clowning around with our
team."
Smyle's son-who had lost his
legs and had been fitted with artificial limbs-was just as happy as
hi s dad, said Karen. "One da y,
while we were working on their
house, he threw down his crutches
and started dancing around on the
concrete foundation. He was overjoyed."
Hafiza wa also happ y and
gra teful w h en the team was
rebuilding her home. "Every da y

i'J

Hafiza, a 32-year-old widow, with two of
her three sons.

she would come up to us smiling,
and she would hug several of us.
We couldn't understand her language, but we knew what she was
saying," Karen affirmed.
After the VIM team had finished
its part of the work on the two
homes, Chris Steel-leader of the
team and a United Methodist ministerial student from Oklahomaled dedication services for each.
"Our team formed a circle inside
Hafiza' s home, and she and her
children s tood in the center,"
Karen said . "Chris asked God to
bless the home and fill it with love.
Hafiza was quite moved. After the
service, through an interpreter, she
told Chris that that was what she
wanted to do: fill the home with
love for her little boys."
Karen came home to Oklahoma
knowing why she had go n e to
Bosnia. "I wasn't crazy," she said,
smiling. "I went as a volunteer to
share God' lo ve. But I go t far
more than I gave." 0

Boyce Bowden is the director of public
relations for the Oklahoma Annual
Conference of The United Methodist
Church.
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Dawn Bailey had left her home in
Delmar, New York, 11 days before.
Now she was 14,000 miles away. It
was early morning, and as she
reached into her suitcase for some
clothes, she came across a scrap of
paper. Her preschool daughter,
Vanessa, who had helped her pack
for Mozambique, had secretly
tucked in notes to be found as surprises. This one was covered with
hearts and a note that read: "You
are in my heart always."
A few minutes later, the chaplain
of the Cambine Center read from
the Bible a comment by two apostles after an encounter with the resurrected Jes us: "Were not our
hearts burning within us while he
was talking to us on the road, while
he was opening the scriptures to
us? " (Luke 24 :32) This second
heart reference convinced Dawn
that there was a special connection.
Dawn and nine others had come
to Mozambique as Volunteers in
Mission (VIM) from the Troy
Conference churches in northeastern New York and Vermont. They
had come for three weeks from the
world's richest nation to one of the
poorest ones to share their time,
work, and Christian love.
Mission to Mozambique
For Dawn's team of 10, the mission
to Mozambique began when each
signed an agreement to do five
things: attend four Saturday orientation sessions and a final day of
debriefing, learn some Portuguese,
s tudy some African hi story and
culture, find the money to support

the work, and join a new family for
the time away.
In 1995, Troy Conference sent two
teams to Mozambique-one with
10 and one with 11 volunteersunder the leadership of Lee and
Bonnie Totten Adkins. Bonnie and
Lee left in late June to complete
final details with Bishop Joao
Somane Machado of The United
Methodist Church of Mozambique
and his staff. Bishop Machado had
invited the volunteers to work at
Chicuque Rural Hospital and at
the Conference Center at Cambine
mission station. The two teams met
for three days together at Africa
University in Zimbabwe between
projects.
Only one of the volunteers was a
skilled construction contractor.
Most were not specialists in the
building trades. There were teachers, pastors, nurses, engineers, and
home managers, a carpenter, a tax
specialist, and a financial planner.
They brought a variety of talents
and physical abilities, but they had
a common sense of mission in the
name of the Christ. This calling
burned in all their hearts.
All were energized by the strong
home support of the people in the
Troy Conference. At their annual
session, the conference members
had collected medical and health
supplies such as aspirin, BandAids, and toothbrushes. The volunteers were to carry these supplies
in one large suitcase apiece. They
also took along the Troy Annual
Conference offering and gifts from
local churches and individuals to

be shared with the Mozambique
Annual Conference. In addition,
the volunteers filled a 40-foot
ocean-transport container with
hospital beds, a dental office, sterilizers, office equipment, school supp lies, and many other items for
United Methodist programs in
Mozambique . Throughout their
preparations, they were undergirded by countless prayers.
Coming as Family
The first VIM team painted the
inside of the district guest house at
Chicuque and painted the district
superintendent's home in Cambine
inside and out. The second team,
which included Dawn, refinished
the inside of the two-room dormitory buildings that had been damaged during 30 years of civil strife.
But these small accomplishments
were not the main intention of the
volunteers. Rather, they were like
a transient family from the United
States who had come, as relatives
do at Christmastime, to be together
with their kin, to share gifts and
fellowship, and to celebrate a common faith . The volunteers knew
that John Wesley's heart-warming
experience had its roots in the
experiences of the disciples of Jesus
and that it extended into the twentieth-century United Methodist
Church.
Words and work were the language of the time together.
Because Portuguese or Xitswa
were the common spoken languages, verbal communication
required a translator, Jana Meyer.
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Work was a special kind of conversation without words that became
a dramatic way of sa ying, " We
care."
The volunteers from the United
States had bonded into a family
during their orientation times .
Now they discovered a larger,
extended family. Within hours of
their arrival in Mozambique b y
plane, the first group visited a new
church congregation in Maputo
that warmly welcomed them with
singing and dancing. A flash tropical rainstorm brought them even
closer when it drove them into a
private home, where they were
packed like sardines for a few minutes. Back outside, several team
members, including a 260-pound
pastor, were easily lifted high in
the arms of their joyful hosts as
they again sang and danced. When
the volunteers left the celebration,
they discovered that the pick-up
truck which carried the team had a
flat tire. As there was no car jack, a
dozen strong Mozambican men
lifted a side of the truck and held it
long enough for others to change
the tire.
'·ts
The next day, the enthusiastic
welcome continued . After an 8hour
bus trip north to rural
e
Chicuque,
one VIM wrote into the
ed
common diary these words:
"Welcome seems like an inaded quate word to describe how they
greeted us. We are embraced with
smiles,
songs, words, warm eyes,
w
g handshakes, and, in this place, leis
of bougainvillea flowers."
On arrival at Chicuque, the volunteers learned that Bishop
Machado had recruited a similar
st
team from his conference so that all
might work together. The days
were filled with cleaning, painting,
r.
carpentry, and working on electrin- cal and plumbing projects . The
evenings were filled with neigh11
bors and church people coming to
join the festivities.

After dinner on the fourth of July,
the VIM teams were joined by a
crowd of people from the hospital
and neighborhood. The front room
was filled to capacity with people
sitting in chairs and on the floor,
s tanding in the corners, and
spilling over into other rooms. As
VIMs thought of lov ed ones at
home and the rich treasure of freedom, they sang for their friend s,
"This Land Is My Land." Then the
Mozambicans re sponded with
"Hosi Katckisa Afrika" ("God Bless
Africa" ). They recalled that their
freedom, won 20 years earlier, had
really just been secured two years
before with the cease-fire and with
their first free election. Dis trict
Superintendent Victor Mavulule
closed the evening with a prayer of
thanks for the richness of life and
the goodness of God.
More Than Fresh Paint
As in the words of the song "True
Love" -" And I give to y ou and
you give to me true love, " - the
Mozambican and US family teams
shared love with their newfound
relatives. Bishop Machado understood that his people received
more than fre sh paint and rebuilt
rooms. At the conclusion of the
second team's visit, he spoke of
the years of internal warfare, the
poverty, and the violence that had
caused so great a loss of life. He
knew that these problems had
dulled the hopes and dreams of his
people. But he believed that the
VIM teams had brought a gift of
renewed spirit and hope, through
both work and play, to the people
in Mozambique.
The US team had shared skills
with the young people. Some were
taught to paint and others learned
the art of glazing glass . Bishop
Machado has reported since that
local Volunteer-in-Mission projects
have been completed within his
conference, with Mozambicans

rebuilding, repairing, and sharing
the work together.
Both US team s learned that
wealth and poverty extend to more
than just material possessions. In
s pirit, The U nited Methodi s t
Church of Mozambique is one of
the richest churches in the w orld.
The Mozambicans' worship has
the enthusiasm of a party and the
joy of a celebration.
When the people remembered
that famil y members had been
robbed, burned, maimed, raped,
and killed, the Mo z ambicans
showed a sense of forgiveness that
was more than heroic . It was a
treasure. They revealed a new
depth to the commandment: "Love
your neighbor."
In recognition of all the spiritual
gifts the US team received, a pastor
wrote in the common diary on the
last day : " We were told m onths
ago that we would not be the same
after this trip, and indeed we are
not. We have witnessed the spirit
of Christian faith at work among a
loving, joy-filled people, and it has
certainly given me cause to examine my own fai th and ministry."
If God has the whole world in his
hands, then Christians can celebrate that their hands can be joined
together in love, and can clap for
joy.
Sharing the Vitality of Faith
The teams from Troy Conference
continue more than corre spondence with their family members
in Mozambique . Conference
Sunday schools, units of United
Methodist Women and United
Methodist Men, local churches,
and individuals have joined the
VIMs, as part of a larger family, to
support Jeremias Franc;a, a young
man from Mozambique w ho was
the hospital administrator-in-training at Chicuque. He, his wife Ilda,
and their four children are now in
Texas while he earns a university
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degree before r eturning to his
work as permanent administrator.
Those who are assisting him financially through the Mozambique
Education Fund (Advance Special
#000391-4RB) include the Sweden
Annual Conference and many
other United Methodists across the
United State and around the
world.
The two VIM teams talk about a
return to visit their new family
members in Mozambique. More
significantly, however, there are
plans under way for a team of volunteers from Mozambique to come
to the United States to work and
worship with their counterparts.
They can share the vitality of their
faith, sense of forgiveness, understanding of the Bible, and joy in
the Spirit with United Methodists
in the Troy Conference. Projected
for 1998, the Mozambican team's
visit will be sponsored by both
conferences.
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Below: Dawn Bailey shows the "secret
heart" note that her preschool daughter,
Vanessa, hid in her luggage.

Pages 20-21, ghosted photo: Sunrise over the Indian Ocean, Mozambique. Above top:
Bishop Joiio Somane Machado greets volunteers with District Superintendent Victor
Mavulule and Jana Meyer, the translator for the VIM team . Above: United Methodist
Women provided gracious hospitality to the group. Bonnie Totten Adkins (front of line)
approaches the food-laden table.

In the common journal for one of
her last days in Mozambique,
Dawn wrote this thought: "The
people here have hope and wonderful spirits. It is faith that has
brought them this far, and I do not
doubt the future will hold more.
We are a part of that future. When
I think of it, I am aware of the
burning in my heart." 0
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Leon Adkins is a retired clergyperson
and Bonnie Totten Adkins is a former Robes ee
interpreter for African Church Growth The Unitec
and Development. As Troy Conference liturgical re
VIM coordinators, they have trained pastors. Th
and led volunteer team s to Bosnia, United Stal
Hungary, and Mozambique. For more , gallon plas1
9.0Q per C\
information on Mo zambiqu e, see
"Standing on the Promises," New West atUlll
World Outlook, Sept.-Oct. 1996.
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GBGM Evacuates Mission Workers From Zaire
Owing to the unstable situation in Zaire, with fighting
reported in the corridor along the Rwanda-Zaire border, the General Board of Global Ministries has safely
moved all of it missionaries and mi sion volunteers
out of Uvira, Bukavu, and Coma, Zaire. This action
was taken at the recommendation of Bishop Onema
Fama of the Central Zaire Area of the Zaire Central
Conference, reports Dr. Randolph Nugent, the GBGM'
General Secretary.
Teams serving in the GBGM' s Volunteers for Africa
project have been providing medical and dental services and doing construction work in an area recently
destabilized by border skirmishes w ith neighboring
Rwanda and conflicts between refugees and residents.
Three volunteers-Lori Baldwin of Illinois, Scott
Manzur of New York, and Scott Kline of New Jerseyhave returned to the United States, while two othersJennifer Murungi and Johnstone Oketch of the
Methodist Church of Kenya-have returned to Kenya.
GBGM missionary Niels French, site manager in Uvira,
was the last person flown from Zaire to Nairobi,
Kenya, in an airlift provided by the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
While a missionary and an UMCOR official oversaw the removal of Global Ministries staff and volunteers on the seen , John McCullough, the GBGM' s
Associate General Secretary for Mission Personnel,
coordinated the effort from New York. "It is comforting to know," McCullough said, " that our personnel
acted with such professionalism in time of crisis. I am
also very thankful for the cooperative spirit of our volunteers, all of whom demonstrate the extraordinary
commitment to mission that is so important to this
project." The GBGM i in close contact with officials at
the US Department of State, the UN, the American
embassie in Nairobi and Kinshasa, and church peronnel in the area . Bishop Onema is advising the
GBGM of the most effective ways in which to redeploy
personnel so that they can continue their vital mission
work in central Africa.
Robes Needed
The United Methodist Church in Zaire needs clean
liturgical robes in good condition to give to graduating
pastors. The United Methodist Rural Fellowship in the
United States is asking donors to pack robes in a 31gallon plastic trunk and to cover the cost of shipping, at
$9.00 per cubic foot. For more information, contact Mel
We t at United Methodist Rural Fellowship, 108 Balow
Wynd, Columbia, MO 65203.

Hurricane Season-Again
Hurricane Fran, which hit the US Atlantic coast in
September, devastated North Carolina and severely
affected part of Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland,
and Pennsylvania. Thirty-four North Carolina counties
were declared federal disaster areas. UMCOR irnmedia tely set to work coordinating chain-saw crews and
quick-recovery teams. At the same time, an UMCOR
consultant arrived in Puerto Rico, where 80 percent of
the island remained without power from Hurricane
Hortense' fury. Now, as Christmas nears, UMCOR is
still coordinating rehabili tation efforts in both areas,
lining up work teams to begin the rebuilding process.
When a disaster strikes, call the UMCOR Hotline (1800-841-1235) and Volunteer Line (1-800-918-3100). To
contribute to this year's hurricane relief, give a gift
through your local church to Hurricanes '96, UMCOR
Advance #982410-0. The Domestic Disaster Response
fund will also enable UMCOR to act immediately in
cases of national disaster: Advance #901670-1.
World Methodist Conference
At the 17th World Methodist Conference in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, August 7-15, Frances Alguire became
the firs t woman and the first layperson to be elected
president of the 30-million member World Methodist
Council in its 110-year history.
DEATHS Lorena Kelly, retired missionary with 38
years of ervice in Zaire, died September 21, 1995, at
the age of 92. The Lorena Kelly High School for Girlsone of two schools she founded in Lodja-was named
for her in 1990 .... Mary A. Burchard, retired Women's
Division missionary with 31 years of service in India,
died February 16, 1996 ... Gladys Marie Oberlin, retired
missionary with the Women's Division who served 33
years in Bra z il, died June 28, 1996, at the age of
88 .... Gusta A. Robinett, retired missionary with the
Women's Divi ion with 42 years of service in
Indonesia, died July 20, 1996, at the age of 91 .... Naomi
Coger, retired deaconess with 37 years of service in the
United States, died August 7, 1996.... Annie Lee Young
Williams, retired missionary of the Methodis t
Episcopal Church, South, who serve d in China
between 1929 and 1940 with her husband, the late Dr.
Melville 0 . Williams Jr., died September 3, 1996, at the
age of 96. (See New World Outlook, May-June 1996, "A
Tribute to Mell Williams.") Memorial contributions
may be made to the United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR), General Board of Global Ministries,
475 Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10115. 0
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"The Magyars of Hungary turned
the tables on us. As Americans, we
pride ourselves on giving away
our plenty. But in Hungary, we
receive. We receive. We receive.
We are humbled by the Magyars'
generosity." So writes Louis
Megyesi of East Middlebury,
Vermont, describing the Troy
Conference Volunteer-in-Mission
(VIM) experience in Eastern
Europe this past spring.
The first team of 17 volunteers
worked with Hungarian United
Methodists to restore Budakeszi
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Hospital, a former tuberculosis
sanitarium, for use as a home for
the elderly. They were the first
VIM group ever to go to Hungary.
Also, at the invitation of the
United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR), two additional
teams traveled to Bosnia: one to
work with two families who were
rebuilding their homes, which had
been destroyed by missiles; the
other, to assist the staff of the
UMCOR Youth House.
The Rev. Gabor Szuhanszky, pastor at Domb6var, Hungary, and
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supervisor of the Budakeszi project,
suggested that the Bosnians' needs
were far greater than the
Hungarians' . So he kept only a
small part of the over-the-counter
medical supplies brought by the
team for the home for the elderly.
Then, in a moving farewell ceremony, noted artist Ferenc Severin,
a Roman Catholic and the on-site
supervisor at Budakeszi Hospital,
quoted from John Wesley's wellknown sermon, Catholic Spiri t
(1750), the text taken from II Kings
10:15-"ls thine heart right, as my

heart is with thy heart? ... If it be,
give me thine hand." All present
heard the words "Give me your
hand" as a blessing on their work
together. 0

Leon and Bonnie Totten Adkins are
VIM coordinators for the Troy
Conference. They have trained and led
volunteer teams to Hungary, Bosnia,
and Mozambique.

Clockwise, from photo on p. 24:
1. Through teamwork, Imre, Tony, Szerop,
and Janos place a reinforced concrete
beam . 2. Louis (returning to Hungary for
the first time since his childhood) and
Leon Adkins prepare footings for the stone
bell gate designed by Ferenc for a prayer
bell. 3. Gary, Fred, and Bob repaired several of the 150 panes that were replaced or
reglazed. (Yes, this Gan; is female.) 4.
Marlene, Nancy,Bonnie, and Lee load
bricks. 5. Before coming to Hungary, the
team stopped to prepare the foundation for
Hafiza's home in Voljice, Bosnia. (See pp.
16-19.)
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Building
Relationships
With the Church
in Panama
by Richard Lord
Richard Lord, a freelance photographer
in New York City, visited the
Volunteer-in-Mission team from
McKendree United Methodist Church
in Nashville, Tennessee, at their work
site in Boquer6n, Panama. The team
consisted of 20 people-16 medical
workers and 4 construction workerson a two-week mission. The medical
team visited three communities in
Panama: Boquer6n, Cienaguita, and
Bongo. They brought basic primarycare clinics to indigenous communities
and to small farmers, some of whom
have access to a doctor only once a year.
Pat Devillier, a family nurse-practitioner from Cookeville, Tennessee, led
the medical team, while Jerry Sampley,
a retired vocational school director from
Monterey, Tennessee, headed up the
construction team. The teams were
invited to work in the area by Bishop
Pedro Arauz of the Evangelical
Methodist Church of Panama. The
construction team helped members of a
local congregation build a church in
Boquer6n.
Jerry Sampley: In 1982, I felt there
was something that I needed to
do-something more than just
attend church. I heard about the
Volunteer-in-Mission teams and I
knew that was it. I went the next
year and have been going ever
since.
When we come as volunteers, we
become more aware of our culture
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as compared to other cultures. The
trip makes an impact on our awareness of living conditions in the
world and the religious feelings
that people have- the trust and

faith . These Panamanians have a
much bolder faith than we do at
home. They are more sure of their
faith and bolder in proclaiming what
God is doing for them and through
them. After working with the
Panamanians, US volunteers come
home with a stronger faith and are
more sure of what God is doing.
They begin to see things in their own
communities that they didn't know
were happening before.
Panamanians discover that there
are Christian people in the United
States who truly and earnestly care
about them. We're not here as a
social program. This is a religious
program. The primary purpose of
our being here is to promote the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We also
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A Panamanian worker helps the Tennessee team build the walls of the church in
Boquer6n. Jerry Sampley, the construction team leader, is far thest right.
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life again. C

felt natural.

Pat Devillier sees a patient at the clinic.

attempt to improve the people's
living conditions as part of that
Gospel mes age. The experience
has become a kind of religious pilgrimage for me. The local church
members here accept us as brothers
and sisters. It happens overnight.
To come on a team, I think the
first prerequisite is that you really
have a faith in Jesus Christ that you
are willing to share with the team
and the local people. The other
essential is to be flexible. Be willing
to accept any assignment. You
must also have reasonable physical
stamina. There are some adverse
conditions, such as heat, long work
day , and long travel hours.
Pat Devillier: The two weeks I
spend here with the VIM team
helps me focus the other 50 weeks
of the year. Coming here gets me
totally out of my usual circle of
activities. It brings me back to basic
value and Christian faith. In your
own church, it's so easy to put
blinders on. Getting out like this
brings home to me that God is God
of the whole earth, not just of my
little church.
Twenty-five years ago, I worked
with the Peace Corps, and that had
a significant impact on my life.
Then marriage, education, and
work obligations kept me from getting involved in volunteer service.
All of a sudden, I decided I needed
to get in touch with that part of my
life again. Once I got back into it, it
felt natural.

Sometimes I think those of us on
the teams learn more from our
hosts than they learn from us.
When I come here, I think, naively,
that I am s omehow going to
strengthen these people's faith. But
their faith is already a lot stronger
than ours becau e it costs omething to be a Christian here.
Christians here have to make sacrifices. While we can call ourselves
Christian and have all the comforts,
people here really have to sacrifice
to build and serve the church.
Marcos Morales is one of the people who is working closely with us.
He wants to be a minister, so he's
taking a correspondence course
from the Costa Rica seminary. Here
is a young man who is working in
the local community of Bongo. The
roads are rugged, and he doesn't
have a vehicle. When he wants to
reach the people, he has to take the
bus. Then he has to walk. We complain while we're here about the

One of the things we' ve tried to
do this time is to allow the host
church to plan our activities and
our schedule. Before, when I came
as a team member, we got into the
habit of just going and doing the
ervice we had planned-not really
allowing ourselves to be servants of
the churches here . This time we
have tried to go to the places where
the Panamanian churches wanted
us to see patients. Jerry builds
buildings-very concrete things
that you can see right away. But
when you build relationships, you
have to do it a while before you
begin to see things change. This
time, I really feel an acceptance. We
are involved more in the church. If
we just remember to be faithful to
the service concept and to build up
the local church, then in the long
run we will see the church grow
here. That will mean that we have
done our job instead of simply carrying out our own agenda.

Ma c Stringfellow puts her arms around a young man in Panama .

hot, du s ty roads. But we're not
walking; we' re in a bus . Marcos
walks and carries stuff with him.
He endures physical discomforts
and a lack of money. Marcos isn't
married yet-how can he support a
family? Christianity in Panama
requires a lot more sacrifice than it
doe in the United States.

My faith has progressed. I want to
meet the scriptural challenge to go
to all nations and spread the
Gospel. The talents that I have as a
nurse-practitioner allow me to do
that-not by preaching but b y
evangelizing in other ways. I can
demonstrate my faith, Christ' love,
by what I do-healing. D
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Opposite, p. 28: A resident of Four Homes of Mem;, a Christian home for the elderly in
Palestine. Above and below: Children of the Deheisheh Refugee Camp on the West Bank.

The Volunteer-in-Mission teams
that come here work not only with
Christian Palestinians but also
with their Muslim sisters and
brothers. Since we have been sent
to work with the oppressed, the
suffering, and the poor, we work
in the Palestinian communitiesespecially among refugees of the
1948 and 1967 wars. There are still
19 refugee camps in Gaza, the
West Bank, and Jerusalem. Shofat
Refugee Camp in Jerusalem ha s
12,000 people in one square kilometer. Even so, it is not nearly as
crowded as Jabalya Refugee Camp
in Gaza, which has 80,000 in about
the same space.
Our first VIM group came in
June 1994-a group of seminary
students from Duke Theological
Seminary led by the Rev. David
Jenkins. Working with Dr. Salim

Anati and with several Palestinian
teachers and social workers who
live in Shofat Refugee Camp, they
started the first-ever summer camp
for 20 well and disabled children.
This had long been a dream of Dr.

Anati . It was also a real breakthrou gh, as children and adults
with physically and mentally challenging conditions are often hidden away here by their familie .
The 11 tudents and leaders from
Duke University brought funds ,
caring hearts, and bundle of
enthusiasm. The first two-week
camp was so succe sful that the
Women's Division and former
World Division of the General
Board of Global Ministries funded
a second one in 1995 with $5000,
building on th e VIM base. Thi
time, not 20 but 40 children attended. They visited a zoo, enjoyed picnics, and went to a water park,
where many went swimming for
the first time . These excur ions
enabled the children to experience
fre h air and green grass out ide
the barren, hot, dirty refugee
camp. UMCOR has taken up the
challenge and pledged $10,000 for
1997 and 1998. This was trul y a
VIM miracle. As we say here :
Nushkar Allah! (Thanks be to God.)
Since then, with much help and
encouragement from Bonnie
Gehweiler, the So uthea stern
Jurisdictional Coordinator for the
Middle East, we have had a steady
stream of VIM teams. Often, folks
are hesitant, hearing only the new
of violence and unrest in the area.
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However, to come here and work
among the Palestinian people is not
only to be rewarded beyond expectation but to be blessed with that
wonderful Middle Eastern ho pitality that says: Ah.Lan wah Sahlan
(Welcome, and you are family).
VIM groups u ually combine a
week of touring with a week working on a chosen mi sion site. When
groups plan tours, we encourage
them to use Christian Palestinian
agents, of which there are around
50 in Jerusalem and the West Bank.
Not only can these age nts plan
tours to all the usual holy sites but
they can also provide special experiences, s uch as visits to the
Chris tian Peacemakers Team in
Hebron, home stays with Christian
Pales tinian families, shopping in
the great market in Nablus, talking
with Samaritan Jews, and seeing
the ruin of Omri' s palace at
Sabaste, formerly the capital of biblical Samaria.
In April, with the help of the
Bethlehem Bible College, a VIM
medical team worked with the Red
Crescent in Bethlehem to set up a
three-da y free clinic where 470
patients were treated. As a rule of
thumb, we say that each VIM team
member should contribute $200
toward the cost of materials for the
project. The medical team, led by
the Re v. Darre ll Cates of the
Oklahoma Conference, brought
cases and trunks full of medicines
and prescription eyeglasses worth
thou sa nd s of dollars. This was
another VIM miracle.
Through closures that have lasted
for months, the Israeli government
has collectively punished the entire
Palestinian population for the de perate actions of a few in the recent
bus bombings. Palestinians living
in the West Bank cannot get to their
jobs in Jerusalem nor to medical
facilities in East Jerusalem. We took
a car full of the medications contributed by the medical team to the
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We t Bank clinics
and a trunk full of
eyegla sses to St.
John 's Ophthalmolic Hospital in
East Jeru sa le m .
Thus VIM miracle
continue long after
the work team has
gone.
This past March,
th e Rev. Rich
Hutchi so n from
the
Wi s cons in
Annual Conference
brought a team to
work for 10 da ys
in Jericho at the
YMCA Vocational
Training Center.
Team memb er s
lived in the dorm
with the bo ys.
They worked with
student from the
nearby refugee
camp and YMCA
s taff to rebuild a
wall around the
grounds. The real
miracle, though,
was not the wall
but the way team
member s were taken into the
hearts of the people of Jericho. We
left them planning a reunion for
next year. The 1997 reunion will be
held in Jericho with their n ex t
work team.
The VIM folder on our d es k
grows weekly. There are six trips
planned for the fall and winter of
1996 and man y more inquiri es
about 1997 and 1998. The true VIM
miracle is that our Christian,
Muslim, and Jewish friends in this
unquiet land get to see the love
and concern of United Methodist
Christians from the United States.
The work of their h ands and the
lov e in their h ear ts eloqu en tl y
express the m essage of lo ve of
Jesus Christ for all God's people.
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The Church of the Holy Sepulcher,
Jerusalem.

The miracles in the Holy Land will
continue wi th the help of United
Methodist mission volunteers. 0
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Margaret Hannum taught high school
in New England for 26 years before
entering full-time mission service.
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Miracle in Beit Jala
by Robert Hannum
Th e cei lin gs of the Bei t Jala
Kindergarten, of w hich Blanca
Rizik i th e director, are 18 feet
high. Our work group wa coming
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to paint the kindergarten . A
painter had promised to lend us a
ladder. But when the day finall y
came, no ladder was there.
Sometimes, however, God steps
in and offer a better way. Blanca
called the Lutheran chool, Talitha
Kumi, and we drove over to get a
ladder. Leading us into the gymnasium, our driver pointed to "the
ladder" -an enormous iron scaffolding on wheels that stretched
up 25 feet to the gym ceiling. I
gulped. "I think this is a bit more
than a ladder," I said . Surprisingly,
five of u s had it dismantled and
into the truck in a jiffy. It proved to

•

•

be a much easier and quicker
conveyance
from which to
paint ceilings.
The kindergarten, like all
of the buildings
in Palestine, is
constructed of
stone. The paint
and the spackle
materials are of
a special kind .
Several factories in Beit Jala
provided them
at good prices.
Members of
the VIM teamw hi ch Joyce
Hart and Jane
Smith headedhailed
from
North Carolina
and Kentucky,
13 hardy souls
in all. They
combined eight
days of work at
two places with
seven days of
travel. They brought rollers, scrapers, and other implements, plus
$200 per person for supplies. In
fact, they sent the money in
advance so we could buy the
paint, buckets, and additional
materials.
In the evenings after work, a
number of local men came to
paint and fill in the cracks with
cement. "You must stop now for
tea ," Blanca sang out. "But
Blanca, we came to work," someone replied. "We have to get your
kindergarten painted, and we
only have four days."
"It's OK, you have to let me do
something for you, too, " Blanca
explained. So, the tables were set
up and the tea was served. One
does not decline Arab hospitality.
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Blanca's eyes sparkled as she
watched the workers making her
buildings come alive . Suddenly,
she became a dynamo. "I am going
to get stone donated for the bottoms of the walls," she said excitedly, "and I am going to ask some
professional painters to come finish what you will not be able to
do." The VIM team had become
the catalyst for action.
After five days, the group moved
to Deheisheh Refugee Camp to
paint a children's clinic that was
opening soon. But, through careful
purchasing, we still had enough
money to help Blanca Rizik do the
additional rooms and apply the
donated stoue to the walls. It
looked as though 100 preschool
children, who had the week off
during the painting, would come
back to a bright new home.
Before team members left, Blanca
rewarded them with makulbafried chicken made in a special
way by the former chef at the
American Colony Hotel in
Jerusalem. "Do you see what she's
done? She can't afford all this
food," one o f our people complained . But another said: "It's
more important in her mind to
give something back. Don't fight
it-just enjoy the feast."
And, indeed, our new friendships
with Blanca Rizik, her family, and
others in Beit Jala are as important
to us as the work that was done. As
Palestinian Christians and their
Muslim brothers and sisters continue to be oppressed and forgotten in
the land of Jesus, they need the
support of American Christian
friends. Thanks to the work of mission volunteers, they are getting a
lot more of it! 0

Robert Hannum is a United Methodist
pastor who served churches in the New
England Conference before becoming a
missionary.
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Bethlehem 2000

A,,.

by Shirley Jones
A member of various United
Methodi t Volunteer-in-Mission
work-study team , we have witnessed great uffering : drought
and famine within Zimbabwe as
we worked toward the opening of
Africa University; starvation and
despair at the Clara Swain Hospital
in Bareilly, India ; poverty and
hopelessnes in Russia after the
collapse of Communism.
We have spent long hours working and sharing with women. In little grass huts, under trees, and in
war-destroyed churches, we listened and heard their pains and
their hopes.
But none of these experiences
prepared us for our VIM trip to the
Bethlehem area of the West Bank.
We spent days with Palestinian
Christian leaders in dialogue,
prayer, and worship. We heard
their stories of harassment, imprisonment, and torture.
We worked within the high
barbed-wire fences of the
Deheisheh Refugee Camp on the
West Bank. In 1948, this "temporary" camp was established by the
United Nations for thousands of
Palestinian refugees wandering the
rocky hillsides. Their homes, businesses, and fertile farmlands had
been seized by the Israeli government. They either saw their villages destroyed by the military or
witnessed Jewish settlers moving
into their homes.
Three generations later, 9000 people live in crowded, deplorable conditions on this half-square-mile
piece of land. Despite decades of
oppression and violence, these
Chris tians choose to walk in the
footstep s of the Prince of Peace.
They choose peaceful civil disobedience against the harsh military rule.
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Vocational training in East Jerusalem.

In order to show support and
Christians here date their hersolidarity with the Palestinian itage back to the shepherds and to
Christians, Bonnie J. Gehweiler the apostles' receiving of their faith
developed the "Bethlehem 2000" at Pentecost. The people who have
initiative . Gehweiler-who had carried the Christian message for
supported Palestinian industry 2000 years are disappearing from
since 1953 by importing hand- the Holy Land. Can you imagine
made crafts-was invited by the such sites as Bethlehem the
mayor of Bethlehem to meet Shepherds' Field, Jerusalem', and
Palestinians and to learn firsthand all the Holy Land without any
of their suffering . The mayor Christians? This is the situation
expressed concern that
that the Palestinian
Christians in the Holy
Christians face at this
VIM teams will time as their numbers
Land lived in such
poverty that they had build a nursery- diminish daily.
no way to mark the
Bethlehem 2000 was
preschool near
2000th birthday of Jesus' birthplace conceived to help these
Christians remain in
Jesus Christ. In 1992,
to honor his
their homes and ,
Gehweiler began orga2000th birthday. through friendship and
nizing Volunteer-inMission teams to work
partnerships, to give
in Palestinian refugee camps.
them hope so they know that they
VIM teams will be involved in have not been forgotten. 0
the creation of a nursery-preschool
in Beit Sahour-the region where Shirley Jon es is a mission volunteer
the shepherds kept their watch on from Win ches ter, Kentucky. For inforthe night that baby Jesus was born. mation on VIM team s to th e Holy
This will be our gift to Jesus as we Land, co ntact Bonn ie Gehweiler at
celebrate his 2000th birthday.
606-2 73-003 7.
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0 Little Town ofBethlehem
by Bonnie Gehweiler
A
s one of almost 2 billion
Christians in the world, I struggle
with feelings of anger, frustration,
and powerlessness concerning the
shrinking Christian presence in the
Holy Land. At this time, I am
weeping about that special place,
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus.
By the time we sing the hymn "O
Little Town of Bethlehem" this
Christmas, there may be very little
of Christian Bethlehem left. Israel
has already confiscated 61 percent
of the Bethlehem municipality.
The latest invasion in Bethlehem
began in earnest in the middle of
the night after the election of the
new prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu . A heavily guarded
Israeli .bulldozer began uprooting
centuries-old olive grov es. The
huge bulldozer bit into the ground
of traditional fields-near the
Shepherds' Field, where the angels
announced Jesus' birth-throwing
dusty earth over a hill. Many
Palestinians threw themselves in
front of the bulldozers only to be
beaten and dragged away to jail by
Israeli soldiers.
Israel plans to exploit what has
traditionally been Bethlehem' s
main source of income, tourism,
by building a number of luxury hotels,
souvenir shops, and
factories to produce
souvenirs made out
of olive wood. The
effect will be to undermine Bethlehe m 's
hand-carved artsand-crafts industry,
which is centuries
old. Other plans
include confiscating
much of the center of
Bethlehem for parking

.,

-

A Palestinian farmer breaks the rocky
ground outside Effrat, a Jewish settlement.

lots and also capitalizing on
"Bethlehem 2000" -the initiative
that will mark the two-thousandth
anniversary of Jesus' birth through
the building of a nursery-preschool
near Jesus' birthpla ce by VIM
teams.
Dr. Majed Nassat-founder and
director of the Greek Catholic
A Jewish settlement outside Bethlehem.
Background: Modern-day Bethlehem.

Clinic in Be it Sahour at the
Shepherds' Field-wrote: "This is
one of the saddest moments in our
lives. When those bulldozers start
their motors and their iron cuts
into the fields, killing the ground
in an 8-foot-wide path, it makes us
want to cry so loud. But the sound
of the engines is much louder than
ours."
When I began "Bethlehem 2000"
in 1992 to help the Christians
maintain their presence in the
West Bank, I had no idea that,
within four years, the Israelis
would illegally confiscate so much
of this land and would take
Bethlehem from the Palestinians.
But that is what is happening .
Perhaps even yet Christian and
Muslim world opinion and our
indignation over what is happening to our historic Jesus in the land
of his birth could stop the bulldozers-whose engines are louder
than the er[ s of the Palestinian
v oices and hearts. All who love
Jesus should mourn the loss of
Bethlehem and the Shepherds '
Field. The question was asked centuries ago: "Do you not care, all
you who pass by?" We have to
care and then do something about
it. If we don't, in a
few months, it will
be too late. 0

Bonnie Gehweiler is
the found er of
"Bethl ehem 2000."
Sh e serves as the
Southeastern Juri sdictional coordinator
for volunteer work
teams traveling to the
Middle East.
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Daring to Do Discipleship
by Charles Cole

s of the 1996 General
Conference, the mission of
our denomination is to
make disciples for Jesus Christ. We
welcome this mission because, if
we truly have found life in Christ,
we naturally want to share the joy
with others.
We also need a continual flow of
new blood into the community of
faith. We ought constantly to be
recruiting new disciples. The new
disciples may exceed our expectations, too. The person who is today
a naive and fumbling beginner
may be tomorrow's gifted leader.
Making disciples is different
from making church members. I
realize that becoming a follower of
Christ can only be done in community. But discipleship is the deeper
reality and church membership the
particular way we seek to put its
demands into practice.
A disciple is called to witness to
Christ in word and deed, and a
church member implements that
call through plans and programs.
A disciple is called to obey Christ
in every area of life, and a church
member seeks understanding of
how the Gospel relates to life and
how that daily obedience can actually take shape.
A disciple is called to conform to
the mind and spirit of Christ, and a
church member must find specific
disciplines for spiritual intensity
and growth.
A disciple is called to transform
the world, and a church member
organizes and acts to redeem the
community, the nation, and the
globe.
Making disciples is or ought to
be different from church growth,

A
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We need earnest and
enthusiastic examples
of essential evangelism.

too. Th~ last period when we were
mesmerized by church growth was
the 1950s. Later we realized that
we had strained at the gnat of
growth and failed to swallow the
camel of seeking racial justice. We
also found that the loose way we
had of recruiting members meant
that, when the going got tough in
the 1960s and later, many dropped
away.
Many of these mistakes came
from our failure to reinforce the
first commitment. Discipleship is
more than making an initial commitment to Christ, as important as
that is. Discipleship also requires
education, cultivation, and continual deepening of the life of the
spirit.
This time around we should
deign to put the "discipline" in discipleship in definite directions:
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We don't need narcissistic
noodlers nattering needlessly
about nickel-and-dime nostrums.
We need vital visionaries valiantly venturing to veer us from our
vacillations to vigilance in behalf of
our values.
We don't need to assume that an
aggressive approach, adding
ascending aggregates of audiences,
automatically advances the
Almighty's agenda.
We need ingenious instigators of
inspiration inducing us into intense
involvement for impact on the
inhumanely inclined.
We don't need purveyors of predictable programs and pedestrian
practices to perpetuate the present
popular panaceas.
We need a continual commitment
to caring, cultivation, and centering
to consolidate that community congregating in the church.
We don't need to pontificate profusely in pious platitudes about
palliatives to pacify people.
Rather we need earnest and
enthusiastic examples of essential
evangelism.
We don't need willy-nilly wimpish wailers wanting what was but
wholehearted welcomers of what
would be.

We don't need chronic complainers who constantly carp about the
compromises of the church, but
calm and confident colleagues calling the community to cooperate in
covenant.
We should forego furious fulminations against futile fixations in
favor of fertile formulas furnishing
us with flourishing futures.
When it is stated so plainly, surely we can fulfill this mission. 0
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MASTERING THE SIX P'S

There are six P' s for making an
effective mission pre sen ta ti on .
Those who are most interested in
mission are hungering for new
inform.a ti on, fresh stories, and
clear illustrations that tell how
their church is serving God in the
world.
Whether you are a conference or
district secretary of global ministries, a local church rnis s ionwork-area chair, a participant in a
travel-study seminar, or a member
of a work team, you have a story to
tell. The following tips will help
you share your mission experiences in such a way that others will
be drawn to renew their commitment to mission giving, mission
education, and mission service.

d
ti

.t

PLAN: Once you have been invited to be a mission speaker or to
lead a training event, identify the
mission issues and concerns that
you should address. Sometimes
you may be invited to share an
experience you ' ve had. At other
times, you may be asked to stir up
interest in mission issues or to help
answer some difficult questions
that have arisen around mission
programming.
Plan for the details as well as the
content. Set a date, place, and time
for the event. Get inform.a ti on
about transportation-how you get
there, who will meet you.

PRAY: Begin intercessory prayer
for the church or other group that
you 'll address . Ask God to make
you an instrument of love and
hope so that others will be motivated to serve in mission. If you are a
mission volunteer, pray anew for
the persons and churches about
whom you'll be speaking.
PREPARE: Choose resources and
learning activities to help explain
mission issues. If you plan to use
slides, select them carefully and
don ' t use too many. Preview
videos before you show them. Give
your contact person a list of the
equipment you'll need. Develop an
outline for your topic(s), observing
time limits where indicated .
Review magazines and other
sources that might provide you
with additional information.
Prepare answers to difficult questions that may be asked.
PUBLICIZE: Don't be shy. Help
your host let others know that
you' ll be corning. Provide a biographical sketch and photograph
for distribution. If time permits,
offer to address other groups in the
church or community while you're
in town.
PRESENT: On the day of yo ur
mission presentation, arrive early
to ensure ample time to establish a
climate for learning. Put up displays, hang maps, and spread out

books, magazines, and handouts .
Test your equipment to make sure
everything is working properly.
Mingle with those who arrive
early. Try to find out what the
church or individuals are doing in
mission so that you can lift that up
as you present. This also gives you
an opportunity to hear firsthand
about issues and concerns.
Utilize different teaching strategies to engage your audience. You
may have a question to pose to
which your listeners can give you
immediate responses. You may ask
them to develop an artistic or
musical response to a concern
you've raised. Or you may refer
them to add1 ional materials for
more inform.a ti on. Be sure to speak
out clearly. If the group is large,
use a microphone so that you can
be heard.
PROCESS: Follow up your presentation with an evaluation. Review
the concerns that were raised.
Follow up unanswered questions
and send inform a ti on that you
promised to send. Identify ways to
improve future educational events.
Finally, send a note of thanks and
appreciation to your host church or
organization and give thanks to
God for the opportunity to serve. 0
*Adapted from "Prog ram Planning
P's" in District Handbook: United
Methodist Women, 1989-92. NY:
Women 's Division, 1988.
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Interviews Wi
in Their Fiftie
by Suzanne Paul

I cou
Ida Jean and Charles Finney
When our Volunteer-in-Mission
team arrived in Quetzaltenango,
Guatemala, both men and women
welcomed us with hugs, saying:
"Welcome, friends of Jesus!"
We had traveled to this jungle
area 150 miles north of Guatemala
City from our home in Winfield,
Kansas, for two years in a row. We
were constructing a building, 40
feet by 40 feet, beginning from a
line sprinkled in lime on the
ground. When the building was
finished, it would be medical clinic
with space upstairs for a visiting
medical doctor's temporary quarters.
Five days a week, an old school
bus brought us to our job site.
Sixteen of us were women, including three female pastors. Women
did the shoveling to make a ditch
that would house the main supporting wall of the building. Then
the men picked up the dirt and
hauled it away.
After digging trenches, we filled
them with s teel rods. Then we
poured concrete to form the building's foundation. While we could
have mixed the concrete by hand,
we all chipped in to rent a cement
mixer for $3.50 per hour. It made
our work easier and faster, but the
price far surpassed what the local
people could afford.
We found ourselves in the midst
of extreme poverty. Paid work,
such as carpentry or masonry, was
occasional and scarce. People lived
in houses with dirt floor s. They
s prinkled water on the floor to
keep down the dus t. If chickens
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wandered into a house, someone
would flip a few corn kernels outside and the chickens would rush
out to get the feed.
Women and children drew their
family's water from a well with a
rope and bucket. Then each family
group carried their water back to
their house . Electricity was available only near the Pan American
Highway. Women took their dirty
clothes into the hills to a spring.
Each pounded and scrubbed her
washing on large rocks, often with
a child on her back . Once in a
while, an old woman would deliver milk, selling it by the cup.
People lived relatively isolated
from the outside world in the e
mountains, which were formed by
volcanic eruptions long ago. There
was ome farming in the valleys
where the volcanic ash had turned
into a sandy loam.
The local church served big dinners to feed the construction workers and their families and children.
We mixed among our hosts, trying
to link up with Guatemalan people
at every opportunity. On the job,
we followed the directions of the
local workers.
We learned a lot from the VIM
experience. We saw that the
Guatemalans don' t have what they
need. We are old enough to
remember the Great Depres ion of
the 1930 s in the United States,
when poverty was widespread at
home. Now, when many overeat,
overspend, and overcon ume, the
VIM experience reminds u to b
ever mindful of the needs of other .
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Haitic
prayer:
wait; bu

Charles Finney

Marlene Young
I am a nurse in Brookl yn, New
York. I work with my hand , and I
work spiritually. When I fir t read
about a short-term mi sion program to Haiti in the conference
newspaper, I said: "Wow! This is

I had never heard
of a short-term
. .
m1ss1on program.
It suited me, so I
grabbed it.
right up my alley." I had never
heard of a short-term mi ion program. It sui ted me perfectly, o I
grabbed it. Our team wa ent to
the Haitian town of Jeremie, where
local people had invited u to help
build a choolhou e.
Before goi ng off to Haiti, we
rai ed fund and bought con truction upplies. Once in Jeremie, we
worked along ide Haitian contruction worker who taught u
w hat to do. We mixed concrete b
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hand from stone, water, and gravel. We formed bucket brigades to
transport the cement to the construction site. Hot sun beat down
in a bright glare even though it
was November. Fortunately, there
were no mosquitos.

I could hear the
Haitians moan in
prayer: "Lord, I can't
wait; but I will wait."
Each morning, we awoke at 5:30,
had breakfast together, and then
walked to our work site. All the
Haitians who saw us knew that we
were foreigners. But they also aw
the cement that had hardened on
our clothes. They saw our toolbelts
and heavy boots. So they respected
us. Often, someone would ay
"thank you" in English.
In spi,te of the heat, our team kept
up with the Haitian workers-with
a morning break, an hour off for
lunch, and ometimes an afternoon
break before we laid down our
tools at 4:00 PM. I knew that I was
fit, and I was confident that I could
do just about everything. Even
though I was older, I was able to
work alongside the younger people on our team. In fact, all of us
were amazed to find out how
much we could do.
Our team studied and prayed
together. We called our trip "From
Jeremiah to Jeremie" because we
studied the book of Jeremiah as a
way to understand the challenges
of our work and the hardships that
Haitian people face.
Faith is urgent for Haitians. They
ask God in prayer: "How much
longer must we wait?" I could hear
them moan in prayer: "Lord, I can 't
wait; but I will wait." Although
they suffer greatly from poverty
and repression, they are spiritually
healthy. They often asked us to
urge others to pray for them.

• .;;i;

Charles Finney and two Guatemalan children. Below: Charles and Ida Jean Finney.

One night, I noticed a child
studying under a street lamp. The
next evening, I saw two children
studying side by side under another street lamp late into the evening.
They had no electricity in their
homes . Back home in the United
States, I told about these children

in my peeches. Then, on a later
trip to Haiti, I found that th e
Methodist school was open at
night so that any child in the
neighborhood could use it welllighted library for study.
I had made a difference, and I
shed tears of joy! 0
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on a Mission tor God
by Dayton Heins

Top: NOMA DS work on the roof of a
building at the Life Enrichment Center,
McKenzie, Alabama. Above: Wayne
Quiggle installs a new switch for three
lights in the high school gym of McC11 rdy
School, Espanola, New Mexico.
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Many people have heard of the
NOMADS, but few realize that
their name means more than simply "wanderers from place to
place ." Some people think the
acronym might well stand for
Numerous Old Methodists Avoiding
Deterioration Syndrome, according to Minta Rainey of Salem,
Illinois. Such a description would
certainly apply to Al McCowen of
Marquette, Michigan-who, at 79,
still climbs ladders and works on
roofs. But the official translation of
the name aspires to something
higher than roof level: Nomads On
a Mission Active in Divine Service.
The NOMADS are on a mission to
serve God.
NOMADS are traveling workers
who bring their talents to those
who need work done on projects.
The projects may be anywhere in
the United States . They benefit
people who have needs that they,
themselves, cannot easily meet.

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1996

NOMADS began in 1988 as a
mission outreach of the Volunteerin-Mission agency in the North
Central Jurisdiction . Hawley
Fabrick of Loves Park, Illinois, had
worked on similar programs for
other groups. He wondered if
United Methodists could do the
same thing . So he asked the
Northern Illinois Conference if it
would like to start a new mission
program.
The NOMADS began with 20
members and three work projects.
Today, there are over 500 members
and more than 60 work projects
per year. Most NOMADS are
retired and spend several weeks to
several months a year at work projects. They travel in recreational
vehicles-taking their living quarters with them so as not to burden
those they serve.
NOMADS are often snowbirdspeople who migrate south in the
winter like the birds to avoid cold
weather. When they reach their
destination, they want something
positive to do. So most winter
NOMADS projects are in the
southern part of the United States,
stretching from the Deep South to
the Southwest.
Work is done at mission agencies,
schools, churches, and low-income
housing projects. Application
forms describing many skill areas
help new recruits determine what
they are able or willing to offer.
After an individual or couple completes a form, describing skills and
areas of interest, a coordinator
matches the volunteer's talents
with NOMADS project needs.
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organizer will look into the request
and determine if it is worthwhile.
When the project is accepted, it is
put on a list. There is a separate
project list for each season. Local
people are contacted for summer
work projects. Workers are given
the fall and winter project lists to
indicate their preferences-their
first choice and several alternatives.
The NOMADS coordinator then
assigns people to projects. When
the workers accept, they gather
their tools and travel to the work
site. Keith Hyde of Des Moines has
served as coordinator for several
years. He follows Bob Trussel of
Elko, Minnesota, who was the first
coordinator.

NOMADS repair a footbridge at the East Bay Camp, Bloomington, Illinois.

A Willingness to Work
To be a member of the NOMADS, a
person must be willing to work six
hours a day, four days a week, for
at least three weeks. Sometimes the
participants do more, depending
on their circumstances. Participants
must also furnish some of their
own tools. They may also learn
new skills.
NOMADS travel to the work sites
in recreational vehicles (RVs). They
must provide some of their own
food. The project provides a parking place with water and electric

service. It also furnishes the supplies needed for the job, while the
NOMADS supply the labor.
Being a NOMAD offers a wealth
of possibilities: the chance to experience different cultures, to work
with other Christians, and to see
different parts of the country.
Midwestern NOMADS work anywhere from the Dakotas to Ohio.
Most northern projects are done
during the summer months.
The process begins when someone has a need and requests help
on a work project. A NOMADS

Urban and Rural Projects
Doug and Marie Heins of Ames,
Iowa, recently completed their
third trip for the NOMADS. This
year, they took part in two projects
in different states. One was in
Delray Beach, Florida, at Christians
Reaching Out to Society (CROS).
The other project was at the Life
Enrichment Center in McKenzie,
Alabama.
When they arrived in Palm
Beach, the area was crowded with
many RVs. Security was an issue,
since a nearby trailer had lost a
tape recorder to thieves. So Doug
and Marie kept their camper
locked up when no one was within
sight of it.
Assignments at CROS might
involve either renovating structures or working directly with people. Some volunteers spent time
painting and wiring, while others
worked at a food pantry or soup
kitchen and with Head Start.
What did the clients think about
the work? The Rev. Pamela Cahoon
of CROS says: "NOMADS are lifesavers. They give of themselves
selflessly. Their faith is shown in
their love, care, and works. We are
grateful for all they do."
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In McKenzie, located in southern
Alabama near Interstate 65, the
Heinses helped renovate several
buildings at the Life Enrichment
Center run by Mayme Wilson.
Wilson's childhood farmstead
dates from the early 1900s. She
opens her home to 30 physically
and mentally challenged men and
women. The participants arrive at
8:00 AM and have a hearty breakfast before tending to the sheep,

goats, Muscovy ducks, guinea
hens, cows, and ponies and to a pet
pot-bellied pig. During the day, the
participants also have lunch. They
thrive on the tasks of caring for the
animals.
The NOMADS helped the center
by renovating old, surplus government buildings that Mayme Wilson
had moved to the site. These buildings have been constructed with a

scraps from the kitchen, including
peelings from fruit and vegetables.
Nothing is wasted at this farm.
In this rural area, security is not
as important as in the city. But
there are some very strong thunderstorms. For buildings with no
basements, the danger of a tornado
is a real concern. Doug noticed
some railcars nearby that could
serve as emergency shelter.

To Doug, the NOMADS exemplify
Matthew 25:35-36: "For I was hun
gry and you gave me food, I w
thirsty and you gave me som
thing to drink, I was a stranger an
you welcomed me, I was naked
and you gave me clothing. I was
sick and you took care of me, I w
in prison and you visited me."
NOMADS have done a lot of
hard work at the Vashti Center in
Thomasville, Georgia, reports the
Rev. James Davis·.
Walls and restrooms
have been renovated
and a Bedford limestone bell tower has
been refurbished.
Doug Heins tells
how the tower was
cleaned and sealed
to prevent the return
of mildew. Often
NOMADS must find
ways to accomplish
what local people are
not sure how to do.
Ingenuity plays a
part.

Haven of Hope
Haven of Hope is a
home for young
pregnant women situated in a southern
Florida homestead in
Florida City. It was
started in 1991 by the
Burkholders-who
are a young Mennonite couple from
Pennsylvania-to
provide a place for the women to
stay where counseling and religious support would be available.
In 1993, Hurricane Andrew
struck Florida and heavily damaged the lovely old homestead.
The Burkholders returned to
Pennsylvania with the dream of a
new Haven of Hope. With the help
of their board of directors, of local
United Methodist, Lutheran, and
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minimum of materials. The frames
are covered in clapboard sliding
and the walls are sometimes made
of flooring materials. Marie helped
to seal a wall by spraying expandable foam insulation into cracks.
She discovered the job required
some skill.
Wilson uses her homestead and
its buildings as a kind of sheltered
workshop. Resident goats are kept
in a 6-foot-tall pen. They feed on
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Catholic churche _, and of many
service organizations in Dade
County, Florida, the dream became
reality. After two year , th proce
of rebuilding began.
The original Haven of Hope wa
housed in a building with two
floors. On the upper floor were
suites for 10 young women.
Parents could stay on the lower
floor. The out ide wall were stucco, so worker had to apply everal
coats of stucco in the repair. A local
busin s. donated 85 gallon of
paint. Painting that required a 36foot ladder wa a real challenge.
Skills That the Job Requires
Helen and Neal George of
Janesville, Iowa, have been an
active part of NOMADS from it
inception. They have worked on 20
projects, have gained a variety of
experience , and have developed
many skills. Frequently, they are
a ked to do renovation work, such
a plumbing, electrical work, and
drywall. Hanging sheetwork, taping, pack.ling, and fini hing are all
in a day' work for NOMADS .
onnally, a crew has the skill that
the job require . If not, the member are willing to learn quickly.
Helen describe a project in which
they added a kitchen to a church in
Te a . An older man helped to
build the cabinetry.
OMADS are ometime called
to service in their local areas. In the
floods of 1993, there wa much to
do in Iowa. Helen and Neal helped
with the cleanup of the United
Methodi ·t church and two private
home in Bradgate, Iowa. Man
communitie had flood damage .
Low-income people bore the brunt
of the problem ince the could
afford to Ii e only in unde irable,
flood-prone area . In that ear,
Iowa wa deluged with 6 feet of
rain-twice the normal amount.
The majority of OMAD project are located in Te a , where

Li11da Gail with "]omaka "a t the Life Enriclzment Center, McKenzie, Alnba111a.

many Hi panic communitie are
served. Local leader
and
NOMADS taff di cu the requirement of proposed projects and
provide direction to the work
sites.
Helen George tell of leading a
1995 trip to Yuma, Arizona, in midJanuary. The work con i ted of
in tailing steel door in a concrete
wall, painting, cleaning, and making banner . The George al o
worked with and got to know
ome of the indigenou Quechua
people.
Their ne t top wa two week at
the Tue on Metropolitan Mini try
Center, followed by other local
project . The NOMADS work i
divided up le by e than by . kill
and phy ical tamina. While ome
of the women orted clothe in a
clothe do et or worked in daycare
center cleaning floor and window blind , other worked with
men applying waterproofing to
everal roof . The center also needed plumbing and electrical work.
But the OMAD ' vi it wa not
de oted entirely to labor.
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"Spectacular cenery around
Tu on increased our enjoyment of
the sightseeing trip on our day
off," Helen aid.
Thu NOMADS combine the
be t of both their real and jocular
acronym names. No deteriorating
couch pot,1toe they-or aimless
wanderers either! In tead, they
keep active, see new place ,
acquire new or sharpened skills,
and make many new friend
among variou cultural group .
Mo t importantly, NOMADS are
committed people on a mi ion,
active in the ervice of God. 0

Dayton Heins is a freelance writer
f rom Am es, Iowa. His parents are
OMADS.

For more information on
NOMADS, contact Beverl
olte at 4112 SE 23rd Court,
De Moines, Iowa 50320-26 3.
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Children at the daycare center, Shatin
Social Service Program, Slwtin' Methodist
Church, Hong Kong.

The countdown continues. January
1, 1997, marks 180 days remaining
until July 1, 1997. At that time, the
Territory of Hong Kong will cease
to be a British Crown Colony and
will become the first Special
Administrative Region (SAR) of
the People's Republic of China.
What is the role of the churches
in Hong Kong in these days prior
to the British government's handover of Hong Kong to China?
Though tourists visiting Hong
Kong may not realize it, there is a
lot of religious activity there.

42

The first Volunteer-in-Mission
(VIM) work-study team to Hong
Kong came from Texas, with members covering their own expenses.
Arriving in November 1995 for a
two-week stay, the team worked
with The Methodist Church of
Hong Kong and Yang Memorial
Methodist Social Service at various
sites in Hong Kong Island, the
Kowloon Peninsula, the Shatin
District, and the Portuguese
Colony of Macao. On December 20,
1999, the Territory of Macao will
become the second SAR of China.
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The purpose of the Hong Kong
VIM team was to share the struggles of the Christians who seek to
live out their faith and to be the
church in this part of East Asia.
Briefings from religious leaders
and participation in cultural events
were also parts of the VIM learning
experience. The VIM team saw
Hong Kong and Macao in ways
that tourists have little opportunity
to do.
The Yang Memorial Methodist
Social Service (YMMSS), which has
outreach programs with social
workers in many areas, invited the
VIM team to take part. One area in
which the VIM team participated
was the Youth At Risk program.
This program assists newly arrived
immigrant youth from China who
have come to join their parents in
Hong Kong. These youth are at
risk because they do not have the
academic skills necessary to be
placed in their age group in the
Hong Kong educational system.
They are in danger of dropping out
of school, falling into triads
(gangs), or using drugs. The social
workers help the youth in many
ways and arrange for them to
make new friend in basketball
games and on youth outings. VIM
team members were invited to be
friends with the Chinese immigrant youth and to tutor them in
English.
Other members of the VIM team
took part in the care of homebound elderly people. Each day,
YMMSS staff members deliver sever al hundred meals ("Meals on
Feet") to the upper floor of tall
buildings. Most of these buildings
do not have elevators, making it
very difficult for infirm residents to
get down for food or medical care.
It was a beautiful thing to ee the
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In the self-support program at Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service, mentally challenged
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look of joy on their faces as food
was delivered and medication
administered.
There are also several thousand
mentally challenged children,
youth, and adults in Hong Kong.
Their families have lived with the
constant fear that there may be no
one to care for their loved ones in
the future. Many social-work agencies, including YMMSS, work with
the government to answer these
concerns and meet these need s
through care and training.
YMMSS works with more than
100 youths and adults who range
from severely to minimally challenged in their abilities. Full day
care is made available for those
who are severely mentally challenged . Training is provided to
enable the moderate and minimally challenged to enter the workforce or to support themselves in
sheltered workshops. The VIM

team members had the opportunity to interact with those in training
as well as those in daycare.
The Methodist Mission to Macao,
incorporated in 1995, is composed
of several ministries. The Hong
Kong Chine e mi sionary pastor
directs evangelism programs
through the chapel. A Chinese
social worker reaches out in ministries to adults, youth, and children in the poore t areas of the
Portuguese colony. Another director administers a daycare program,
which involves a large number of
children. The VIM team was
encouraged to relate to the youth
at the Macao mission. The hope is
to establish a computer-training
center to enable young people to
become employable by developing
their computer skills.
The Volunteer-in-Mission
Program in Hong Kong and Macao
i different from the traditional

VIM idea of painting, building, and
repairing structures. It is a peopleto-people experience in learning
and sharing. It is welcomed as part
of the life of The Methodist Church
of Hong Kong. 0

Iweeta Mcintosh and her husband
Kenneth, a retired GBGM missionary
and staff member who served in Hong
Kong for 10 years, are serving a special
appointm ent with Th e M ethodis t
Chur ch, Hon g Kon g, throu gh th e
North Texas Annual Conference.

For information about participating in future VIM teams in Hong
Kong-especially the October
1997 team-contact the coordinator: Iweeta B. Mcintosh, 3028
Fondren Drive, Dallas, TX 75205.
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Ted Ward
Jan. 20-24. 1997
Cultural and Biblical Issues in L eadership
Education. How to gain credibility as crosscultural educators of indigenous church leaders.
C05poosored by MAP lntematiooal and Mennooite
Board of Mi ioos. Eight sessioos. $95.
Peter Kuzmic
Jan. 27-3 1
Christian Mission in Eastern Europe. Guidelines
for Western workers. Cospoosored by Mennooite
Central Committee an d World Evangelical
Fellowship. Eight sessioos. $95
Jose Miguez Bonino
Feb. 10-13
Memory
and
Desti.ny:
Prospects
for
Protestantism in Latin America. Cospoosored by
United Mdhodist Board of Global Ministries.
Coocludes Thurs. Eight sessioos. $95
Feb. 17-2 1
David A. Kerr
Christian Presence and Witness Among
Muslims : African and Asian P erspectives.
Cospoosored by Christian Reformed World
Missioos, F.MM Missioo Resource Center. QC
lnternatiooal. United Church Board for World
Ministries and United Mdhodist Church Board of
Global Ministries. Eight sessioos. $95.
Duane Elmer
Feb. 26-Mar. 1
Conflict R esolution : When Relationships are
Tested in C ross-Cultural Mission. A workshop to
strengthen interpersooal skills. Cospoosored by
Samfocd University Global Center. Southern Baptist
Woman 's Missiooary Unioo . and World Relief
lnternatiooal. Seven sessioos. $95

missiooaries. Cospoosored by Maryknoll Missioo
In&itute. at Maryknoll, NY. Eight sessioos. $1 20

~t

Saphir Athyal
Mar. 31 -Apr. 4
Asian Christian Leadership Training Amid
Religious Pluralism. Leadership training in a
pluralistic world. Eight sessioos. $95

,...,

Tom Houston
Apr. 7-11
Effects of Globalization on Christian Mission.
An assessment by OMSC Senior Missioo Scholar
and Lausanne Minister-at-Large. Cospoosored by
Church of th e Nazarwe. Eight sessioos. $95
Adrian Hastings
Apr. 14-18
The Africanization of Christianity Today. Case
studies reveal the unique character of African
Christianity. Eight sessioos. $95
Tite Tienou
Apr. 21 - 25
Theology and Mission in the African Church.
The role of African Christians in theological studies
and missioo outreach. Cospoosored by Africa
Jnland ~oo lntematiooal an d SIM lnternatiooal.
Eight sessioos. $95

Anend April 14- 25 fo r $130.

Special Workshops May 1- 3 : Michael O ' RearResearching Mission in New Information Age.
Spoosored by Global Mapping lnt' l. Five sessioos.
$85. May 5--7: David E . Schroeder-Strategic
Planning for Effective Mission. How to prepare
for new missioo outreach: and May 7-9 : Rob
Martin-H ow to Write Grant Proposals. Develop
effective funding proposals for overseas missioo.
Mar. 10- 14 Schroedcr and Martin ca;poosored by Latin America
Paul Hiebert
Eva ngelization Today : Distinctions Between Missioo. Each seminar: four sessioos. $75 .
Tribal , Peasant, and
Urban Soci eti es.
Anthropologjcal insights for missioo. Cospoosored
Anend May 1- 9, $175; May 5- 9, $1 JO.
by Eas.em Menncnite Board of Missioos. Mennooite
Cwtral Coo:nnittee, and Wycliffe Bible T ranslators.
Overseas Ministries Study Center
Eight sessioos. $95
490 Prospect St., New Haven, CT 065 11
Tel : (203) 624-6672 Fax: (203) 865-2857
Mar. 17- 2 1
Stephen B. Bevans
E-mail: studyprogram@OMSC.org
T he Unforeseen C haU enges of lncul turation.
Website: http ://www.OMSC.org
TI1c spiritual and persooal implicatioos for

James A. Dwyer, pas tor
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u

se it to
rememberUMC
mission aries' birthdays and to support
in prayer the many
mission projects and
programs!
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'We get a stack of
birthday cards and
letters in April on
Helen's birthday. We
respon d to each one
and put th em on our
mailing list for our
missionary letter.
James A. Dwyer,
p astor of the Englishspeaking UMC of
Mu nich, Germany.
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Order the 1997
Prayer Calendar
(#2526; $6.50) by
calling Service
Center at
1-800-305-9857.

Photo/Art Credits: 4-7-Linda S. Rhodes • 8-11-Christie R. House • 12-15-Rich ard Lord • 16-19-Courtesy Oklahoma
Conference Volunteer in Mission • 20-21, 24-Leon Adkins • 22-(top) Brenda Arley; (middle and bottom) Leon Adkin •
25-(top left) Beverl y Megye i; (top right and middle) Louis Megyesi; (bottom) Leon Adkins • 26-27-Richard Lord • 28,
30-33-Mike DuBo e • 29-Shirley Jones • 34-Art by Roger C. Sadler • 36-37-Courtesy Ida Jean and Charle Finney •
38-41-Courtesy Dayton Hein and NOMADS participant • 42-43-Courtesy Kenneth and Iweeta Mcintosh .
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MAKEA

CARING

I'M HELPING
TO BUILD A
CHURCH
RIGHT NOW!
The investment I chose pays me interest
and builds churches. Would you like to
help too?
U nited Methodist Development Fund
accepts investments from United Methodist
individuals or organizations, sends them an
interest check twice a year, then lends that
money to United Methodist churches for
new construction and/or renovation .

alend,__
NOW!

N ates

may be purchased for as little as
$ 100.00. The Fund's sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist
Church by providing first mortgage loans to
churches . This is not an offer of sale. All
offerings are made only by the Offering
Circular.

Only $6, or 2 for $10, plus
postage and handling.*
•d, multicultural phot.os
profiles of 13 national
ion institutions sup
by United Methodists,
ere partners in mission
Ip people in need each
er the 1997 Institutional
• istries Ca le ndar (#2519
m: Service Center, General
d of Global Ministries, 78
ding Road, Caller # 1800,
· cinnati, Ohio 45222-1800.
call 1-800-305-9857.
or postage and handling, add: $3.
orders of up to $25; $4.50 to ord
$25.01-$60; $5.50 to orders of
.01-$100; 5% to orders over $100.
·o residents add 6% tax. An addinal $1.50 is charged to all orders
ed for payment. If remittance is
losed, mail order with check
yable to: Service Center, PO Box
1328, Cincinnati, OH 45269-1328
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INTEREST RATES*
IRA

Flexible

I Year Term

6 .75%

3.50%

5 .00%

.. . . . "
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·We
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• Gl1
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·Vo

·Mi
*Rates effective 11 / 1/95 .

Call or write for the O ffering Circular:
The United Methodist Development Emd
Room 3 20, 4 7 5 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 1o115
( 212 ) 870-3856 or 1-800-862-8633 .
If you're a church, for mortgage informa tion, ca ll: ( 212 )
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4 Year Term
6 .00%

cm
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all for current rates.

For n
Globe
Gene1
The l
475 ~
870-3 65

New ·
Tel: 2
Fa..t: :
Web~

I'm going to Global Gathering III
Are
you?
••••••••••••••••••••••••••
COME TO KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI,
ON APRIL 10-13, 1997, FOR:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Worship • Youth Go Global
Bible Study
Global Praise Music • Global Village
International Speakers
Volunteer Projects
Mission Exhibits and Workshops

For more information, write to:
Global Gathering III
General Board of Global Ministries
The United Methodist Church

011e

Great
He>-u_r

<=>f

Sharix1g

March 9, 1997

United Methodist
Committee on Relief
General Board of Global Ministries • The United Methodist Church

