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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
Our world is a perilous place for children. Childhood has been under 
attack in the last 50 years in ways that did not exist before nuclear 
weapons, assault guns, widespread drug traffic, and electronic mass 
media . Children are now both victims and perpetrators of violent 
crime as well as consumers of media violence. Thus we are devoting 
this issue of New World Outlook to the 1994-95 General Mission Study: 
Making the World Safe for Children. 

The poignant photograph on our cover was taken by Cathie Lyons 
in the Ayaguz Orphanage House in Kazakhstan. It shows a child 
confined for life to a fetal crouch because of the biological and genetic 
aftereffects of nuclear testing in the former Soviet Union. Read 
Lyons' story of "Semipalatinsk: A Place of Weeping and a Place of 
Sorrow." Look long at the faces and bodies of the children she found 
there. They are paying for the sins of the cold warriors unto the third 
and fourth generations. Now, under the aegis of the Health and 
Welfare Ministries Program Department of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, United Methodists are telling the story of these 
children and taking steps to ease their pain. 

Next, join Paul Jeffrey and the church folk who are "Standing With 
the Children in the Killing Fields of Brazil." Not only are poor chil
dren being forced to live without parents in the streets but they are 
being murdered by the police at the behest of business owners. The 
first thing the church must offer them is "presence" and solidarity. 

Other articles bring present-day perils right to our doorsteps. It 
was while approaching a private home in Baton Rouge that 16-year
old Yoshihiro Hattori was shot to death. His crime? Mixing up a 
house number. His killer? A homeowner whose reaction was to shoot 
rather than ask questions or call 911. In "Challenging the Forces of 
Violence," Carol Walker sees hope for change in the United 
Methodist initiative that is creating Shalom Zones. 

Almost 50,000 US children and teenagers were killed by firearms 
between 1979 and 1991. Half of those deaths were homicides. Put up 
our centerfold poster, "Kids Caught in the Crossfire." Send us your 
ideas on ways to end gun violence. Then flip to the other side of the 
poster and learn how your church can become child-friendly. 

Some perils faced by children are not physical but psychological. 
In "Exploring Halloween," Barbara J. Simon tells how a church youth 
group seminar helped children reveal and heal their hidden hurts 
while reconciling their own "good" and ''bad" selves. 

Other positive steps have been and can be taken. Peggy Halsey 
and Christie House tell how the GBGM's National Division spon
sored a five-yea r "Children and Youth in Jeopardy" program. 
Finding that young people lacked faith in adults and hope for the 
future, the National Division funded five projects, one in each juris
diction. These five stories can provide valuable models for effective 
local action. Hope is also palpable in Christie House's story of "Texas 
Border Ministries Revisited." There, vibrant, healthy children-along 
with productive adults who broke the poverty cycle-are living 
proof of the difference that The United Methodist Church has made 
in migrant workers' lives. 

Rounding out this issue is an encouraging update by Jose L. Palos 
on "Implementing the National Hispanic Plan." You' ll also find a 
news page on "Unshaken Faith," with photos and accounts of United 
Methodist response to the California earthquake. 

As you use this issue, please remember all our children. If the 
world is ever going to be safe for them, we have to make it so. 0 
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Semi palati nsk: 

ace o 
by Cathie Lyons 

arrow 
nine-year-old blind 
boy rocks himself 
on a wooden bench 
singing Muslim 
chants. His voice, 

clear as crystal and just as pure, 
transforms a barren room into a 
concert hall of the dispossessed . 
Secular reality becomes sacred 
space. The singer is one of 320 chil
dren at the Ayaguz Orphanage 
House for the Mentally Retarded 
in the Semipalatinsk region of east
ern Kazakhstan. 

The orphanage opened in 1981. 
It is the major facility caring for 
the children who bear the most 
severe biological and genetic after
effects of the region's nuclear test
ing . Many of the children at 
Ayagu z are mentally retarded . 
Some are blind. Many have 
tumors. Most have seizures. Some 
have limb malformations. Many 
are ambulatory, but some are not. 
There are those with growth retar
dation and with cerebral palsy. 

Last September, visitors to the 
orphanage from the General 
Board of Global Ministries were 
met with smiles, wide-eyed 
curiosity, giggles, and stares. 
There were hands that reached out 
to be touched and held-children 
who wanted to be picked up and 
carried. 

When the inhabitants of the 
orphanage reach age 18, they are 
transferred to a nursing facility in 
Semipalatinsk city for ongoing 
care. Children at the orphanage 
who can be educated are helped to 
become as independent as possi
ble and to learn basic work skills. 

Some of these children are from 
native Kazakh families-people of 
the mighty steppe lands, once 
seminomads who lived in massive 
but moveable tents. Others are the 
children of "undesirables" and 
dissidents who were exiled by 
Stalin to a region considered fit for 
nuclear testing because it was clas
sified as "uninhabited ." 
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RUSSIA 

KAZAKHSTAN 

Semipalatinsk ~ 

Lake~ . ~~~ 
Balkhar~ ~ 

UZBEKISTAN 

~ 

CHINA 

• Major atomic blast sites ~Other atomic blast sites ~ Nuclear dump under construction 
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ANEMIA 
Per 1,000 

31.4 

Former Semipalatinsk 
Soviet Union 

IMMUNE DEFICIENCIES 
50°/o 

Former Semipalatinsk 
Soviet Union 

LEUKEMIA 
Per 1,000 39.4 

Former Semipalatinsk 
Soviet Union 

SOURCES: Child and maternal section, 
Semipalatinsk Health Department 

The children of A yaguz are the 
first and second generations of 
parents w ho didn't "exist" until 
now. At las t, the silence about 
them has been broken. 

The Polygon 
In Alm a -Ata , the capital of 

Kazakhstan, the Minister of 
Health refers to the Semipalatinsk 
region as "our place of weeping 
and our place of sorrow. " This 
was the "uninhabited" place cho
sen by Stalin to b e the Soviet 
Union's Polygon (military test 
ground ). Here, from 1949 to 1989, 
the earth trembled and the atmos
phere convulsed from the force of 
563 nuclear explosions. 

Semipalatinsk-21, in eas tern 
Kazak h s tan, was the last in a 
series of code names for military 
ins ta ll a tio ns vi tal to the Soviet 
Union's nuclear arms race . As 

A REGION OF ILLNESS 
Chart (l eft) and map detai l (page 5) reprinted by 
pennission of THE DALLAS MORNING NEws: Don Huff 

World War II drew to a close, the 
Soviet Union had neither atomic 
weapons nor the s trategic 
bombers required to carry them. 
After the US Air Force dropped 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in August 1945, Stalin 
began a process of ca tching up, 
relying heavily on both espionage 
and scientific dedication . Much 
had to be learned quickly, with lit
tle time for trial and error. The 
construction of a plutonium pro
duction facility began in 1946 in 
the southern Ural Mountains in 
the village of Kyshtym near the 
indus trial city of Chelyabinsk . 
Only post-office-box addresses 
would be u sed to identify the 
intricate links in the weapons pro
duction chain: Chelyabinsk-40 and 
Chelyabinsk-65. 

The task of actually designing 
an atomic bomb was given to a 
team code-named KB-11 , sta
tioned near the town of Sarova 
outside the industrial city of 
Gorky. The design center was the 
top-secret facility where Andrei 
Sakharov would spend 18 years of 
his life . In the 1950s, he helped 
design the Soviet Union's first 
hydrogen and thermonuclear 
weapons. 

The hurry-up efforts to produce 
a bomb by 1949 meant an atomic 
testing area had to be found . In 
1948, Joseph Stalin turned his 
attention to the grassy steppes of 
central Asia as a site . The vast, 
semidesert region of southeastern 
Kazakhstan, near the Irtysh River 
south of Semipalatinsk city, 
seemed ideal. Stalin sent Lavrenty 
Beria, who was his KGB chief, to 
Kazakhstan to make final prepara
tions. Then, at 6:00 A.M. on August 
29, 1949, a softball-sized sphere of 
plutonium was detonated in the 
area of the Polygon code-named 
Moskva (Moscow). The first Soviet 
A-bomb tes t was a success. The 

nuclear arms race between the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union was officially under way. 

For years, what happened at 
Semipalatinsk-21-the Polygon
and its effects on human health 
and the environment would be 
classified information. The inhabi
tants of neither the Polygon, the 
surrounding region, nor the world 
were to know. Even 40 years later, 
the Kazakh people knew very little 
about the sustained effects of expo
sure to low-dose radiation. The lit
tle that was known, however, was 
hard to bear and impossible to tol
erate any longer. After citizen pro
testers were gunned down in 1989 
in Alma-A ta, the people of 
Kazakhstan rose up and started a 
national antinuclear movement. 
Sick at heart over what the inhabi
tants of the Semipalatinsk region 
had been forced to endure, 
Kazakhs converged on Alma-Ata 
demanding an end to all nuclear 
testing-not only at the Polygon 
but by all nations. 

A Doctor Remembers 
A native Ka zakh , Bakhy t 

Tumenova (bah KET too MEN ah 
vah) was a child when the first 
hydrogen bombs were detonated 
at the Polygon. "When my family 
came to Semipalatinsk," she says, 
"I was four years old. I remember 
the first surface nuclear explosions 
in the 1950s. We did no t under
stand the real situation because it 
was all a great secret. Crying and 
scared, we were taken out of our 
daycare center into the open and 
stayed there for 10 minutes 
because the adults were afraid the 
building would fall on u s. The 
windowpanes broke from th e 
strength of the blast and the doors 
were blown open. Throughout my 
childhood I had brui es on m y 
arms and legs. Not until I grew up 
did I unders ta nd it was from 
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hematological problems associat
ed with the consequences of 
nuclear testing." 

Writing in his M emoirs, Andrei 
Sakharov tells about having wit
nessed the H-bomb test that 
Bakhyt Tumenova experienced at 
age four. Stationed 20 miles from 
ground zero with other young sci
entists, Sakharov recounts: "The 
customary mushroom cloud grad
ually formed .... More and more 
dust was sucked up at the base of 
the stem, spreading out swiftly . 
The shock wave blasted my ears 
and struck a sharp blow to my 
entire body. Then there was a pro
longed, ominous rumble that 
slowly died away." 

Invited to see what had hap
pened in the Polygon, Sakharov 
joined the test chiefs for a closer 
inspection. "We drove in open 
cars past buildings destroyed by 
the blast, braking to a stop beside 
an eagle whose wings had been 
badly singed. It was trying to fly 
but couldn' t get off the ground. 
One of the officers killed the eagle 
with a well-aimed kick, putting it 
out of its misery. I have been told 
that thousands of birds are 
destroyed during every test. They 
take wing at the flash but then fall 
to earth, burned and blinded. Our 
convoy drove on and stopped 
within 200 feet of ground zero. We 
walked over a fused black crust, 
which crunched underfoot like 
glass, toward the concrete sup
ports, with a broken steel girder 
protruding from one of them-all 
that was left of the bomb tower." 

At age 45, Bakhyt Tumenova is 
a medical doctor, wife, mother, 
leader of the Semipalatinsk 
Regional Women' s Association, 
and codirector of the Regional 
Health Department. She has 
responsibility to oversee and pro
tect the health of the public in the 
aftermath of 40 years of nuclear 

testing. Though affected with seri
ous medical problems herself, she 
is most concerned about the health 
of her countrywomen, her daugh
ters, her grandchildren yet to be 
born, and the children of their 
children. 

"During spot checks," she says, 
"we have found high rates of sick
ness among our children and high 
rates of oncological diseases . 
Almost 90 percent of women suf
fer from anemia in the districts 
adjacent to the test site. These 
women are young .. . and they are 
ill. Year after year, the number of 
miscarriages and stillbirths goes 
up . We have a high rate of chil
dren with birth defects and con
genital malformations. Almost 
half of our population exhibits 
immunodeficiency. Many people 
are found with chromosome 
changes and chromosome aberra
tions. This is only part of the infor
mation that shows the grave con
sequences of nuclear testing." 

Letting the Truth Be Known 
Dispensary #4 was the code 

name of a secret medical facility 
run by the KGB in Semipalatinsk 
during the years of nuclear test
ing. One purpose of the dispen
sary was to make a registry of the 
hazardous effects of nuclear 
explosions on the population. 
Today, this work continues at a 
successor facility. The Kazakh 
Scientific-Research Institute of 
Radiation Medicine and Ecology is 
an open institute whose chief doc
tor is committed to letting the 
truth be known. Boris lvanovitch 
Gusev, who worked as a young 
neurologist at Dispensary #4, is 
now the institute's director. 

At the time of the first A-bomb 
explosion in 1949, nearly half a 
million people lived in the 
Semipalatinsk region. By the end 
of the surface and air, nuclear and 

Above: Dr. Bakhyt Tumenova, codirec
tor of the Semipalatinsk Regional Health 
Department. Below: A girl and her doll 
pose for Cathie Lyons' camera at 
Ayaguz Orphanage House. After the 
girl had spent a little time with Lyons, 
she allowed her legs and feet to be pho
tographed as well. 
Page 5: Underimage: Boys at Ayaguz 
Orphanage House. 
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Above, top: Some children at Ayaguz are 
not ambulatory. Above: The girl from the 

cover is shown again here. She cannot 
uncurl from her fetal position. 

thermonuclear explosions, the 
population had grown to 650,000. 
Increasing numbers of babies and 
children inhabited the region. 1n the 
words of Dr. Gusev: ''We can con
clude that the entire Semipalatinsk 
region was affected by nuclear fall
out and that the entire population 
has lived under the influence of 
ionizing radiation." 

The Semipalatinsk region and 
the Polygon have always been 
located a long distance from 
Moscow. They are especially dis
tant and largely unrecognized in 
1994, three and a half years after 
the breakup of the Soviet Union. 
Today, the Russian Federation 
finds itself beset with massive eco
logical problems of its own-in 

the southern Ural Mountains near 
its weapon-production plants, in 
its Moscow region, and through
out its huge land mass. In addi
tion, much of the world's attention 
has been focused on the terrible 
consequences of the nuclear-plant 
accident in Chernobyl. 

Today the young Republic of 
Kazakhstan has no pharmaceuti
cal production plants and is cut off 
from Russia's central supply sys
tem. Russia's major medical insti
tutes are also off-limits unless one 
is ethnic Russian or has the money 
to pay for services. 

Today, researchers and physi
cians in Semipalatinsk hope their 
quest to discover and tell the truth 
will be a more powerful force for 
peace than weapons and warfare 
have ever been. In the words of Dr. 
Tumenova: "All of the people of 
our region live a similar destiny. It 
has affected us and it will affect our 
children and their children. We 
know from Japanese scientists that 
the most serious genetic malforma
tions will occur in the third and 
fourth generations-the genera
tions of our children and our 
grandchildren. Come here, see it 
with your own eyes. Nuclear test
ing does not choose to affect people 
according to their race, national 
origin, or sex. This terrible experi
ment that was carried out in our 
region in Kazakhstan is a crime not 
only against our own people but 
against all of humanity." 

Bakhyt Tumenova' s words of 
experience, spoken in 1993, echo 
the concerns of Andrei Sakharo 
as he began to question the moral
ity of continuing to dev lop and 
test thermonuclear weapons in th 
Semipalatinsk region . "Each and 
every nuclear te t does damage," 
he wrote. "Po terity ha no wa to 
defend it elf from our a tion . 
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Halting the tests will directly save 
the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of people." 

Called Through the Children 
In September 1993, Boris Gusev 

and Bakhyt Tumenova received a 
team from the Health and Welfare 
Ministries Program Department 
(HWMPD) of the United 
Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries (GBGM). These 
visitors were concerned about the 
medical and social needs of the 
region' s children, youth, and older 
adults. For three days, the team 
visited hospitals, daycare centers, 
orphanages, special schools, and 
nursing homes located in the 
Semipalatinsk region, including 
the Ayaguz Orphanage House for 
the Mentally Retarded. 

The team met on its final day in 
the office of Dr. Gusev at the site 
of the once top-secret Dispensary 
#4. Gusev unfolded large maps 
showing the detonation sites and 
the direction of radioactive fallout 
from each nuclear-weapons te t. 
He pointed to ragged-edged 
paperbound volumes of re earch 
documents containing scientific 
and medical information about 
each explosion . It i now h i 
responsibility to continue the 
research, to document the health 
and ecological effects of the 
nuclear testing. He will work with 
Dr. Tumeno a to prop e wa to 
protect and improve health in the 
region-e peciall the health f 
toda ' children and tho e t t 
be born. 

Sitting at hi de k, Gu e a ked 
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Clockw ise. from t~p : Dr. Donovan Gardner, consultant to the Health and Welfare 
team, examznes a child at Ayaguz. • Members of the Health and Welfare team meet with 
Ka zakh doc t~rs. _Seated: Irina Miagko va, interpreter. Standing: Dr . A lexandr 
Bekerb~ye:1, vice ~1~ector (under Dr. Gusev) of the Kazakh Scientific-Research Institute 
of Rad1atwn Med1czne and Ecology; Dr. Bakhyt Tumenova; Cathie Lyons; Dr. Boris I. 
Gusev; Dr. Donovan Gardner; and David 
Kirk, pres ident of ChildServe. • A com
mon problem in Kazakhstan: a girl who is 
normal-sized fro m the wais t up has tiny, 
deformed legs. 

Can you help me find the diagnos
tic equipment I need for m y 
research?" Dr. Gusev' s request for 
an exchange of knowledge and 
opportunities to work together 
was heard by the team at every 
facility visited . At Ayaguz, the 
medical staff asked how children 
and youth with serious genetic 
problems are cared for in the 
United States and what methods 
are used to train and educate men
tally retarded youth. 

The GBGM, as a part of its 
mission and ministry in the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, will respond to the requests 
of Dr .. Gusev and Dr. Tumenova to 
bring teams to work with the peo
ple of Semipalatinsk. This region 
might find itself distanced from 
Moscow and the seat of power 
that made it into a Polygon, but it 
need not be separated any longer 
from an international community 
dedicated to creating a world of 
peace, cooperation, and scientific 
exchange. 

David Kirk, President of 
ChildServe in Chicago and a 
member of the team that traveled 
to Ayaguz, writes : "In all thi s 
there is hope. The lives of these 
children are not in vain. They are 
the stark reminders and messen
gers of the evils of war-hot or 
cold. Through the blind, perhaps 
our eyes will be opened. Through 
the deaf, perhaps our ears will 
hear. Through their broken minds 
and bodies, perhaps we w ill 
become strong enough to make 
certain this never happens again. 

"Surely the children of Ayaguz 
are peacemakers. For even in the 
face of the atrocities humanity has 
inflicted upon itself, God calls us 
through these children to seek 
health, wholeness, peace, justice, 
and love with all the world." 0 

Note: Quotations from Dr. 
Tumenova and Dr. Gusev are taken 
fro m videota ped interviews given in 
Semipalat insk in September 1993. 
Quotations from Andrei Sakharov are 
taken from his Memoirs (A lfre d 
Knopf, Inc. , New York, 1990) pp.1 74-
175, 202. 

Cathie Lyons , Associate Genera l 
Secretary of the Health and Welfare 
Min is tries Program Department of 
the GBGM, has taken teams of United 
Methodis ts to the Semipalatin sk 
region of Kazakhstan three times to 
work with medical and child-care spe
cia lis ts. She has traveled to Russia 
eight times and to the former Soviet 
Republic of Uzbekistan once as a part 
of the GBGM mission in the states of 
the former Soviet Union. Through the 
HWMPD, partner relationships are 
being fo rmed between UM-related 
hospi tals, child-care faci lities , and 
retirement- and long-term-care pro
grams in the United States and simi
lar programs in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States and other regions. 

For a special profile on 
the children of A yaguz, be 
sure to obtain the Spring 
1994 edition of MISSION 
MAGAZINE, the General 
Board of Global Ministries' 
half-hour video news pro
gram. For your videotape 
copy, call 212-870-3782 or 
send $19.95 plus $3 shipping 
and handling to: General 
Board of Global Ministries, 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 
1333, New York, NY 10115. 
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Standing 
With the Children • • • 

leeping quietly in 
the shadows of Rio 
de Janeiro's giant 
Candalaria Church, 
the children dreamt 

of a world where food abounded 
and families stayed together, a 
world in which justice prevailed 
and children grew up slowly. Yet 
such dreams quickly turned to 
nightmares when military police 
opened fire shortly before dawn 
on July 23 last year. By the time 
the firing ceased, six children lay 
dead and more than a dozen 
injured. 

At the same time, across the 
plaza from the church, the police 
shot and killed two more home
less children while they slept. The 
eight dead children were all 
between the ages of 8 and 12. 

Brazil's urban streets and plazas 
have become killing fields in a war 
against children. Last year's mas
sacre in Rio marked one of the rare 

by Paul Jeffrey 

• 
1e 

• 
raz1 

times such systematic murder has 
gained public attention. Usually 
no one notices-except the chil
dren themselves and a growing 
number of church activists, includ
ing many Methodists, who are tak
ing their side. 

Stepping on Ants 
The number of street children 

in Brazil, and throughout the 
Western Hemisphere, is rising 
rapidly. According to UNICEF, 
the streets of the world's cities are 
home to 100 million children, half 
of whom live in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Throughout 
the region, 78 million children live 
in what the United Nations con
siders "extreme poverty" -they 
are barely surviving. Half the 
region's children are poor, and a 
majority of the region's poor are 
children. 

Poor children also face escalat
ing violence from those who wish 
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Top : Inn Recife shelter for street kids, n 
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practices that date to colonializa
tion-when land and labor were 
concentrated in the hands of a few 
to generate wealth-have long 
begot misery. 

Most recently during the 20 
years of military dictatorship 
beginning in 1964, Brazil's elite 
borrowed billions of dollars to 
develop huge, capital-intensive, 
export-oriented industries. When 
the generals finally handed over 
power, Brazil had one of the 
world's top 10 economies and was 
touted as an economic success 
story. Yet the bills have come due. 
Brazil now owes $120 billion-the 
largest foreign debt in the Third 
World. Despite a public show of 
concern for the poor, the govern
ment has slashed social spending 
to send north $8 billion a year in 
interest payments. 

This "modernization" of 
Brazil's economy has exacerbated 
historical class disparities. At the 
beginning of the 1980s, the richest 
1 percent of the country's 150 mil
lion people controlled 12 percent 
of the wealth; by decade's end, it 
controlled 16 percent. While the 
rich got richer, the poor were 
made poorer. By 1990, the poorest 
tenth of the population received 
only 0.6 percent of the country's 
income; the poorer half of the pop
ulation, only 3.5 percent. 

This growing concentration of 
wealth has produced legions of 
street children. They come from the 
54 percent of families earning less 
than $35 a month. Torn by poverty, 
alcoholism, and violence, these 
families can• t provide the food , 
money, and affection their children 
need. Brazil's schools-under
staffed and overcrowded-offer 
few options for the children of the 
poor. Of 31 million school-age chil
dren in Brazil, 4 million never start 
school and 15 million drop out 
before the end of fourth grade. 

While class has a lot to do with 
who ends up on the s treets in 
Brazil, so does race. Brazil has the 
second-largest Black population of 
any country in the world . It was 
one of the last countries to outlaw 
slavery (in 1888) and among the 
few that still have not sig1 ed the 
UN charter against racial discrimi
nation (nor has the United States). 
According to lvanir dos Santos, an 
Afro-Brazilian, "in spite of Brazil's 
claim to be a racial democracy, 
there exists a vicious nonofficial 
apartheid." 

From Charity to Solidarity 
There is no shortage of those 

who want to help the children 
who live on Brazil ' s streets . 
Thousands of government agen
cies and nongovernmental organi
zations provide food, shelter, and 
counseling. The attention lavished 
on the children in recent years has 
made them an international cause 
celebre, spawning new agencies 
to take ad vantage of increased 
funding. Yet government agencies 
tend to be staffed by bureaucrats 
interested in pro tecting turf and 
keeping their jobs amid constant 
budget cuts . Church-sponsored 
programs are often paternalistic, 
with well-meaning volunteers 
giving street children baths and 
teaching them proper table man
ners . Such approaches as these 
tend to bolster dependency, 
retarding the children' s progress 
toward becoming subjects of their 
own history rather than objects of 
someone else' s . In recent years, 
more and more church workers 
have taken the step from charity 
to solidarity. 

For many, the first lesson in this 
process is learning humility . The 
northeast city of Recife is statisti
cally the most likely place in Brazil 
for a child to be shot on the streets. 
It's also a burgeoning center for 

Above: A young boy works washing a car 
window on a Recife street. Below: Two 
girls, ages 13 and 17, survive on the 
Recife streets by working as prostitutes. 
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Below: A Methodist-sponsored ministry 
helped the child slweshiners of Sao 

Bernardo do Campo, Brazil, organize a 
cooperative. Bottom: Methodist pastor, 

the Rev. Hainey Mendes, talks with 
young shoeshiners during a meeting of 

their organization . 

sex tourism featuring young street 
girl s. I sp ent one night on the 
streets of Recife with a group of 
young middle-class Christians
Baptists, Methodists , and 
Catholics. They gather in one of 
the city' s plazas to sit and chat 
with children during the lonely
and often dangerous-hours after 
midnight. Mary Ruth Lemos told 
me that they saw many organiza
tions work with kids during the 
day but realized that few educa
tors or social workers were 
around at night. So they decided 
to stay up late with the kids and 
simply listen . They would not 
devise programs nor seek funding 
for at least a year. First, they want
ed to learn from the children what 
was important. 

Church activis ts told me an 
essential element of authentic soli
darity is letting the children lead. 
In most urban settings, that means 
collaborating with the National 
Movement of Street Children. It 
was born in 1985, when Brazilian 
street kids, facing both neglect and 
extermination, took their destiny 
into their own hands. 

The children's insurgency suc
ceeded in 1988 in pressuring the 
Brazilian congress to insert a new 
section on children 's rights in to 
the cons titution. Yet the victory 
was a hollow one, for the ineffi
cient-and often corrupt-federal 
bureaucracy that dealt with street 
kids remained in place. According 
to National Movement activists, 
only $1 out of every $20 made its 
way through government institu
tions to the kids. 

So the kids lobbied for more 
change. In 1990-shortly after 800 
s treet children seized the con
g ress-deputies adopted the 
Statute on Children and 
Adolescent . It guaranteed the 
right of children to adequate hous
ing, educa tion, health care, and 

NEW WORLD OUTLO K MA R H-APRJL 1994 

special protection under the law. 
Recognizing that the problem of 
street kids had to be solved by all 
of society, it placed child-welfare 
policy in the hands of regional and 
local grassroots councils rather 
than governmental bureaucracies. 

Yet implementation of the 
statute across Brazil has been 
thwarted. Ivanir dos Santos points 
out that "Brazil is a country with 
magnificent laws. The problem is 
the mentality, the attitude of the 
people." Dos Santos is a member 
of the council charged with imple
menting the statute in the State of 
Rio de Janeiro. He claims the fed
eral government has blocked the 
regional council' s work by failing 
to provide adequate funding. 

In Sao Bernardo do Campo, a 
sprawling industrial city on the 
outskirts of Sao Paulo, church 
leaders and city officials have 
struggled against all odds to make 
the statute work . In a public 
forum at the Methodist University 
there, a council of representatives 
from both governmental and non
governmental organizations was 
chosen . This group named the 
Rev. Onesimo Genari, a Methodist 
pastor, as its coordinator. Genari 
quickly insisted that street kids be 
part of the decision-making 
process of the council. 

One of the council' s first acts 
was to close the local children' s 
prison, a place Genari described as 
"right out of Charles Dickens. " 
Closing the prison broke the tradi
tion of throwing young children in 
with seasoned adolescent crimi
nals-creating an academy for 
delinquency. Today, a child who 
is detained by the police is taken 
first to an educator, who makes a 
recommendation to a judge. 
During the process, the child i 
allowed to have parents and attor
ne y present-something that 
wasn' t permitted previou I . 
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Partners With the Poor 

The Methodists in Sao Bernardo 
are committed to working with 
street kids in a manner designed 
to empower them rather than take 
care of them. 

The Rev. Holney Mendes, a 
Methodist pastor assigned to the 
streets of Sao Bernardo, works 
with a group of street kids who 
shine shoes in the city's plaza . 
Mendes helped them form a coop
erative and tutors them on how to 
manage their money and make 
decisions democratically. Group 
members pool resources to buy 
supplies collectively. Thus they 
save money and learn the benefits 
of working together. "We're not 
inter~sted in giving these kids 
charity," says Mendes. "We want 
to become partners with them in 
changing their lives and changing 
the society that abandoned them." 

Mendes also works with kids 
who watch cars or carry out bags 
of produce at the local market. In 
group meetings, the kids analyze 
common problems and search for 
collective solutions. In 1992, for 
example, the kids set a minimum 
amount that consumers must pay 
for their services. Every week, the 
kids meet to review any problems 
that may have emerged in the 
workplace. 

With funding from The United 
Methodist Church and other 
friends abroad, the program gives 
scholarships to kids who show 
academic promise . Recipients 
make a commitment both to study 
and to give time to help other chil
dren organize. Since September 
1987, when six children from 
Mendes' project were massacred 
while sleeping in a city market, 
the ministry has provided funds 
to relocate several kids who 
became targets for local justicieros. 
In Sao Bernardo, as in other 
Brazilian cities, educators and 

church activis ts who have stood 
up for the children have been 
repeatedly threatened with death. 

The program encourages the 
regular practice of the capoeira, a 
combination of dance and martial 
arts brought to Brazil by African 
slaves . Banned at one point in 
Brazil's history, it remains today a 
symbol of resistance to oppression. 
Mendes uses capoeira as a tool of 
organization and education. "It 
requires discipline," he says, 
"something not found on the street. 
It helps get rid of aggressivity and 
passivity. It's a survival tool." 

Capoeira is just one tool the pro
ject uses to "create a space where 
children can fantasize, where they 
can envision a different future," 
says pastoral worker Sandra 
Correa. Project workers sponsor a 
variety of artistic activities, from 
street theater to dance, both for 
kids on the streets and for at-risk 
children in the favelas. This 
encouragement of self-expression 
nurtures the ability of children to 
speak out-to challenge the 
unjust, broken world they are 
handed by Brazilian society. 

To assist families that are strug
gling but still intact, the Methodist 
Church of Brazil also sponsors 
daycare centers for children of sin
gle mothers whose full-time 
wages as maids or factory workers 
can ' t provide enough food for 
their families. In this way, the 
church hopes to keep kids from 
turning to the streets. Yet for those 
already there, Mendes says the 
most important thing the church 
has to offer is "presence." 

One of the more visible sym
bols of this presence is found 
under a bridge in the middle of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil' s largest city. 
There, the Street People Methodist 
Community opened in 1992. In a 
reconditioned warehouse, the 
homeless men and women of Sao 

Paulo' s urban canyons can get a 
shower and a meal as well as a 
safe place to sleep and to s tore 
their bags of belongings . It' s a 
warm place where street people 
"are received with dignity and 
respect," according to Eliene 
Bispo, the community's coordina
tor . The communi ty sponsors 
street theatre and discussion 
groups where the homeless can 
analyze together why they are 
poor and what they can do togeth
er to effect social change. Under 
that Sao Paulo bridge, the home
less find people who will listen to 
them, cry and laugh with them, 
and worship with them a God 
who chose to be born among 
homeless people just like them. 

The church's presence under 
that bridge in Sao Paulo, and 
throughout the urban streets and 
plazas where people suffer, is 
motivated primarily by a desire to 
help the urban poor survive. But, 
in the long run, it may also be the 
only way for the church to remain 
faithful. By immersing itself in the 
world of the poor and despised, 
the church opens itself both to new 
risks and to new opportunities for 
conversion to the Gospel of the 
God who came in the poor so that 
all might have abundant life. 0 

Th e Rev. Paul Jeffrey , a Unit ed 
Methodist missionan; and photojour
nalist , made history in November 
1993 when he became the fi rs t person 
to win both the Donald B. Moyer 
Award of Excellence for Photography 
and the Donn Doten Award of 
Excellence for Writing, given by the 
Unit ed Method is t Association of 
Communicators, for his coverage of 
the geographic mission study, "The 
Caribbean ," in the May-June 1993 
issue of New World Outlook. 
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by Peggy Halsey and Christie R. House 

A young detainee-one of the undocumented chil
dren who have crossed the border from Mexico 

into the United States- works in the garden of a 
deten tion center in Texas. Casa de Proyecto 

Libertad provides legal aid for such children. 

/ J T he messa9e to the 
church is com-
pelling . Young 
people in our com-

munities urgently need our pro
tection, nurture, and advocacy. 
Models of effective ministry with 
older children and adolescents 
must be developed both quickly 
and carefully." These words 
appeared in a 1987 booklet called 
Children and Youth in Jeopardy: A 
Mi ss ion Conc ern for Unit ed 
M ethodists. They marked the 
beginning of a five-year partner
ship between the National 
Division of the General Board of 
Global Ministries and five model 
projects, one in each jurisdiction. 

What started the special pro
gram, Ch ildren and Youth in 
Jeopardy, was a perceived gap in the 
church's outreach ministry. Several 
themes that were related to the 
experience of youth in the late 
1980s ran through the booklet' s 
pages . Young people had little 
hope for the future, little trust of 
adults and adult institutions, little 
expectation that adults would pro
tect or provide for them, low self
esteem, feelings of powerlessness, 
and little sense of belonging. 
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To address these problems, the 
National Division decided to 
choose five projects with which to 
form a five-year funding, consult
ing, and resourcing relationship . 
An important component was 
careful documentation of learn
ings to be shared with the whole 
church. An early consultation with 
youth and youth workers helped 
the National Division avoid a 
common mistake: developing 
projects that address youth 
crises-such as pregnancy, drugs, 
gangs, and violence-on a one-by
one basis . Instead, the division 
sought partnership with projects 
that offered youth real and attain
able futures-futures so full of 
possibility that the youth would 
commit themselves to avoiding 
destructive behaviors. 

The stories of the five chosen 
projects are told in the following 
pages. Over the course of the five 
years , project personnel came 
together two times. They met to 
share stories, problem-solve, and 
learn from one another. Vast dif
ferences in the contexts and cul
tures of the communities they 
served resulted in mutual amaze
ment, admiration, and support. 
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Pre-Teen Bridge 

T he Atlantic Street Center of 
Seattle, Washington, pio
neered the Pre-Teen Bridge 

program, launched in October 
1989 . The "bridge" the program 
seeks to create is a collaboration in 
which churches, indi vi dual 
schools, and the community pro
vide services for "at-risk" children 
aged 10 to 12. The Atlantic Street 
Center identified public and pri
vate support for younger children 
and for teens and families. But 
staff members perceived a gap in 
the services for children in grades 
4 to 6. They felt that these children 
were already at risk for very seri
ous problems, such as alcoholism, 
drug abuse, mental and emotional 
illness, failure at school, and 
abandonmen t b y or alienation 
from their families. 

Atlantic Stree t Center d evel
oped a prevention s trategy that 
created neighborhood service 
clusters consisting of a church, a 
school, and any community ser
vices that might be available. 
Originally the Center identified 
four urban churches and part
nered each one with a neighbor
hood school. The program 
includes four major components: 
after-school tutoring, case man
agement for familie s by trained 
social-work professionals, struc
tured learning and social- skill
building with the children, and a 
parents' cooperative. In order to 
increase a child's chances of suc
ceeding, a comprehensive pro
gram must address the family and 
community problems that may be 
the source of a child's distress. 

Over four years, Atlantic Street 
Center has developed a volunteer 
force numbering 200! Church 
members, school tea ch ers (both 
retired and active), and members 
of the com~unity give their time 
to tutor in eight after-school pro
grams. The fir s t church th a t 
opened th e Pre -Teen Brid ge, 
Ri ver ton United Methodist 
Church , is s till con tinuing its 
tutoring program. Other tutors, 

Children aged 10 to 12 are 

already at risk for very 

serious problems -- drug abuse, 

mental and emotional illness, 

failure at school, abandonment 

by or alienation from their families. 

Tutoring programs begun by the Atlantic 
Street Center's Pre- teen Bridge program 

continue at Bailey Gatzert Elementary 
School (top right) and Van Asselt 

Elementary School (below). The tutors 
come from Seattle-area high schools. 

h owever, ha ve move d into the 
schools. " It made more sense to go 
wh ere the kids are," said David 
Okimoto, Atlantic Street Center' s 
executive director. The Pre-Teen 
Bridge program is now funded by 
community so urces , wi th ci ty 
funds for case m anagement and 
dropout prevention. 

" If youth are expected to com
mit to self-development, then we 
must commit to learning how to 
become be tter parents, teachers, 
and spiritual leaders in order to 
support their efforts," s ta tes the 
Pre-Teen Bridge Manual. "Learning 
is for Everyone" (LIFE) is the pro
gram's theme. The support system 
helps parents cope with their own 
challenges so they can break the 
cycle of disadvantage and failure 
in their lives. 

The parent coopera tive evolved 
into a full-fl edged family center 
loca ted a t Beacon United 
Methodist Church. The center 
assis ts p aren ts as they look a t 
ways to shape their own environ
ment . It provides group support 
to address fami ly- life issues such 
as parenting education, child care, 
tutoring, and ins tru ction in the 
English language. 
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Casa de Proyecto 
Libertad 

Every day, unaccompanied 
and undocumented children 
are making their way across 

the Mex ican border into the 
United Sta tes . Some of them are 
looking for family members. Some 
are trying to escape abusive situa
tions and forced military service. 
Some have seen their parents 
killed . When unaccompanied 
minors are picked up by the bor
der patrol, the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) 
places them in detention, some
times for months , until it can 
deport them or release them to 
documented relatives in the 
United States. 

Unfortunately, many of those 
picked up by the border patrol do 
not understand English and have 
no knowledge of their rights or of 
the legal system of the United 
States. Casa de Proyecto Libertad 
began in 1981 in Harlingen, Texas, 
as a legal service to immigrants 
seeking asylum. In 1988, the orga
n iza t ion s tarted representing 
unaccompanied children through 
the court p rocess . So Proyecto 
Libertad applied for and received 
a National Division Children and 
You th in Jeopardy grant to fund 
their new initiative. 

Recent interviews with the staff 
members of Proyecto have 
revealed that little has changed 
since they first started represent
ing children. The border patrol is 
s ti ll detaining children, most of 

A path th rough the brush on the US 
side of the Rio Grande shows an entn; 
point for those seeking to cross the 
border from Mexico. 

whom are 12 to 17 years of age. 
The INS contracts with an 
International Emergency Shelter 
(IES) in Los Fresnos, Texas, to 
hou se them. According to 
Proyecto, the shelter is less than 
adequate to meet the needs of 
adolescents . It has no toys or 
sports equipment. The odors of 
urine and mold prevail. Proyecto 
has documented cases of harass
ment and abuse in the shelter. 

The IES can certify and contract 
foster parents to care for children 
who are awaiting legal proceed
ings. But, unfortunately, these fos
ter parents are not registered or 
licensed by the state. Undocu
mented children are not wards of 
the state. The only laws that apply 
are those made by INS itself. 
Foster parents receive $13 a day to 
care for a child. Clothes and school 
supplies are provided by the IES. 

Zama Neff, the current parale
gal who works with minors, has 
visited two foster homes in which 
the children were kept in shacks 
adjacent to the house. One shack 
had two wooden bunk beds and a 
rod for hanging clothes. The chil
dren could not use the phone or 
come into the house unless they 
were invited . They were fed one 
meal a day in the shack. Some of 
the children were even kept out of 
school and used as unpaid labor. 

Projecto is a legal-not a 
social-service, but many of the 
adolescents pour out their storie 
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to the legal counselors. When the 
project began, most of the c;hildren 
were coming from Central 
America. Young boys were trying 
to escape forced military service. 
Now, 42 percent of the clientele 
are from other regions . They 
include Somalians and Nigerians 
from Africa and Kurds and Sikhs 
from southern Asia as well as 
neighboring Haitians and 
Mexicans. The United States is the 
last in a series of borders many of 
these children have had to cross. 

The counselors see many more 
boys than girls in the shelters. But 
the girls who do make it across 
have often experienced rape and 
abuse on the journey. Some chil
dren suffer posttraumatic stress 
disorder like that experienced by 
combat veterans or victims of tor
ture. These children are introvert
ed and insecure. Many have been 
robbed as well as abused along the 
way. Recently, a child was picked 
up while drinking from a cattle 
trough. He had not eaten for days. 

Legal help for children in 
detention varies with the individ
ual. A few youth may qualify for 
political asylum. Some may be 
released to documented relatives 
in the United States, if such can be 
found. Other deportation proceed
ings may be dismissed when 
immigration law has not been fol
lowed. (Even though the INS has 
made the laws, border officers 
often break them. A different set 
of laws applies depending on the 
age of the child.) Sometimes a case 
can be moved and the child 
released to relatives in another 
state. All of these actions require 
that children know their rights 
and request the proper forms and 
proceedings. 

At Casa de Projecto Libertad, 
the fight continues, day by day, 
for the rights of children in deten
tion . "This year we were lucky," 
sa id Rogelio Nunez . "We had 
ome good volunteers from the 

Jesuits and from the Church of the 
Brethren . We were able to u e 
fund s from general source to 
cover the pr gram." The fact are 
discouraging, but Project has it 
victorie , one ca eat a time. 
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The Sunrise Bakery 

H ulbert is a small, isolated 
lumber town with a popu
lation of about 200 . It is 

situated on Michigan ' s upper 
peninsula-"in the middle of 
Canada," an observer would say, 
looking at a map. The area is eco
nomically depressed, with an 
unemployment rate of almost 20 
percent. Children must be bused 
22 miles to the nearest school. 
Transportation to extracurricular 
or after-school programs is very 
difficult. With so many adults out 
of work, yow1g people cannot find 
summer or part-time jobs. 

In 1988, the seven United 
Methodist congregations of God's 
Country Cooperative Parish 
(GCCP) could see that Hulbert 
students suffered from low self
esteem. They lacked confidence 
and direction. They needed work 
experience and some activity to 
build social skills. Very few young 
people from the community ever 
went to college. GCCP wanted to 
help the youth in the Hulbert com
munity recognize their potential 
and broaden their options in life. 

At that time, the Church and 
Community Worker of GCCP was 
Sandra Riffenberg. She coordinat
ed an effort to establish a small 
coffee/bakeshop in Hulbert, to be 
operated as a nonprofit business. 
Four to six youth and several 
young adults could gain work 
experience in all areas of business 
management by running the 
bakeshop . The vision included 
working with the school board, 
the cooperative extension council, 
and businesspeople in the area to 
provide training . Youth would 
gain experience in food handling, 
hospitality, and waiting tables as 
well as in bookkeeping, ad vertis
ing, and other areas of small busi
ness management. 

The bakeshop project was a 
learning experience for all 
involved. Work had to start from 
the ground up. First the parish 
formed a steering committee. 

Then its members found a lawyer 
who volunteered legal counsel 
and handled contract negotiations. 
Next they bought a piece of prop
erty, which then had to be outfit
ted as a restaurant and bakery . 
Committee members utilized both 
Michigan State and Detroit 
Conference program . They also 
networked with local officials, 
businesses, and school systems 
and reached out to neighboring 
communities. 

The Hulbert Sunrise Bakery 
and Coffee Shop opened for eight 
months-from July 1992 to 
February 1993. When it closed, it 
was financially unstable and 
lacked leadership as well as capi
tal. Through a tragic turn of 
events, GCCP had lost its Church 
and Community Worker, who had 
to resign because of a family emer
gency. But GCCP was not willing 
to abandon the vision of a ·able 
business that could be used as a 
tool to help Hulbert's youth and 
young adults. 

In May 1993, the Detroit 
Conference Secretary of Global 
Ministries helped reorganize the 
membership of the committee and 
elect a strong board of directors . 
The board of directors interviewed 
candidates for the position of pro
fessional manager of the bakery . 
The bakeshop is now scheduled to 
reopen on May 4, 1994. A Kellogg 
Foundation grant, church dona
tions, conference support, and the 
cooperation of an area bank have 
provided enough funding to 
maintain the building during its 
closing and provide for the neces
sary reorganization. 

Audrey Dunlap, secretary of 
the board of directors, asks for the 
continuing support of the United 
Methodist community . "To this 
point [the project] has been like a 
premature infant without a chance 
at life," she says. With continued 
support, it could become an 
instrument of hope for Hulbert 
and the surrounding area . 

The Hul bert Sunr ise Bakery and 
Coffee Shoppe prepares for its grand 
reopening in 1994. 
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Top: Participants in the after-school pro
gram plant a garden. Above: Youth sign 

up for the after-school program at the 
Dodd Sterling UMC, part of SANDY's 

church network. 

I 

SANDY 

The South Atlanta Network 
for th e Development of 
Youth (SANDY) s tarted in 

1988 w ith the creative energy of 
Wesley Community Centers in 
Atlanta, Georgia. South Atlanta is a 
predominantly Black neighbor
hood situated about three miles 
south of Atlanta's main business 
dis trict. It was the home of both 
Clark Universi ty and Gammon 
Theological Seminary until the 
early 1940s, when both institutions 
moved to become part of the 
Atlanta University complex. Since 
that time, South Atlanta has been 
s tru gglin g to survive . Wesley 
Community Centers have brought 
hope and support to that effort. 

SANDY was established as an 
intentional community network to 
coordinate and expand programs 
and services for children and 
youth. The network programs offer 
constructive enrichment activity to 
young people in low-income areas 
who are faced w ith idle time and 
limited life alternatives. 

Dodd Sterling UMC After
school is in its fifth year, reaching 
50 children from five area schools. 
The center provides homework 
assistance, enrichment ac tivities, 
and a safe place five days a week 
after school. A second after-school 
program at Capitol View UMC is 
in its second year. It was begun 
less than one yea r after the 
church's organization as a new 
congregation in its low-income 
neighborhood . It now serves 30 
children from two community 
schools. 

Both of these churches struggle 
to meet their own in-house needs 
as we ll as to reach out to their 
communities . At leas t half of the 
children attending the after-school 
programs cannot pay the $15-per
week fee. So the churches take up 
co llec tions, do fundraisers, and 
seek o ther ways to help finance 
the programs that serve youth. 
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Alanta's high school students 
are required to give 80 hours of 
volunteer service in the communi
ty in order to graduate . SANDY 
coordinates the placement of stu
dents in South Atlanta's agencies 
and programs. Student placement 
with the after-school programs 
offers valuable tutoring assistance 
for the children and leadership 
training for the teenagers. 

SANDY's newest development 
is Parentime, started last spring to 
help satisfy "love-and-belonging" 
and self-esteem needs of parents. 
The goal is to help fulfill the lives 
of the parents and thus empower 
them to generate a sense of emo
tional well-being in their children. 

At present, two groups of 6 to 10 
members are meeting, one at each 
of the after-school locations. Group 
size is limited to allow a better 
chance of sharing and interaction. 
A setting that provides warmth, 
comfort, and a sense of belonging 
is important. It allows the nurtur
ers-the parents-a chance to 
receive nurture. "I like Parentime 
for what it is-time for parents," 
says the mother of 5-year-old 
Rashad, w ho attends the after
school program. "We're develop
ing a network among parents." 

Fall 1992 was the end of the 
Chi ldren and Youth in Jeopardy 
grant period. The continuation of 
network programs is made possi
ble by a grant from Wesley Com
munity Centers through the 
Georgia Child Care Council. 

Assisting people on their jour
neys toward self-sufficiency and 
empowering neighborhood resi
dents to m ake decisions about 
their own lives have always been 
Wesley Community Centers ' 
goa ls . Working in partnership 
with neighborhoods and organiza
tion s, th e cen ters con tinue to 
develop cari ng, compa ionate 
minis tries to meet the emerging 
needs of the community. 
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Project YES 

Better to light a candle than to 
cur e the dark. 

I aiah proclaimed: "The people 
who have walked in darkne s 
have seen a great light." The 

work of the Frankford Group 
Mini try (FGM) has been to pro
claim the triumph of God's light 
over darkness . FGM, in the 
Frankford section of Philadelphia, 
Penn ylvania, was created in 1979. 
Repre entatives of four United 
Methodist congregations decided 
the churches hould work cooper
atively to re ource their local con
gregations and provide outreach 
ministries to the community. In 
1988, FGM developed Project YES, 
a Children and Youth in Jeopardy 
proj ct, in a effort to say "Yes!" to 
at-risk youth-to promote self-suf
ficiency and redirect the live of 
children, teenagers, and families . 

The basic premise of the YES 
program was that many life fac
tor can contribute to putting chil
dren at risk. These factors include 
poverty, having a single parent as 
the only means of support, a poor 
educational system, poor housing, 
raci m, lack of access to phy ical 
and mental health care, and 
teenage pregnancy. Families in the 
Frankford area who were consid
ered at-ri k were dealing with 
more than three of these factors at 
the same time . FGM tries to 
change the factors that put chil
dren at risk. 

Th YES project provided pro
gramming for children and youth, 
uch a after-school care and 

tutoring, summer day camp, and 
job training and apprenticeship . 
It al o provided care for parents in 
the form of a parent action net
work, a mother' time-out, and a 
mother' s support group. A ignifi
cant part of the YES program was 
concentrated on case-by-case work 
with parent , especially single 
mother , to provide social ser-

A youth in Frankford Group Ministn/s 
Yo! Co! greeting-card business learns 

the art of silk-screening. He will soon be 
able to des ign and handcraft his own 

cards fo r the business. 

vices, job training, and counseling. 
At this time, FGM was also 
becoming involved in housing 
rehabilitation. 

Most of the programs initiated 
by the Project YES grant have now 
expanded into vital, ongoing pro
gramming at FGM. The youth job 
training has taken the form of a 
greeting-card business called Yo! 
Co! (run by youth, who hand-craft 
the cards), an apprenticeship pro
gram that places 50 youth yearly 
in local businesses, and You th 
Corps, which is work with a judi
cated youth (those on parole who 
are placed in the day-treatment 
program by the Philadelphia court 
system). 

Through adult ministries, FGM 
continues in-home services to fam
ilies with children. Family coun
seling, an emergency assistance 
program, and an adult employ
ment program are provided. The 
housing program continues to 
grow, as more abandoned houses 
are rehabilitated each year. 

FGM operates on the premise 
that the cycle of disadvantage can 
be broken when teenagers stop 
having babies, families have decent 
housing, children are educated, a 
parent has a job that will provide 
sufficient income, and youth are 
adequately trained and prepared 
for the job market. Rather than 
helping families beat the odds of 
ever breaking out of poverty, the 
organization tries to change the 
odds so that educational opportu
nities, employment, counseling, 
and family support are available to 
anyone who needs them. 

EW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRlL 1994 21 



22 

Children and Youth in Jeopardy projects 
spanned the United Sta tes . The Na tional 
Division provided grants for one project 

in each of the five jurisdictions. 

Conclusion 

A t the fi nal gathering of pro
ject personnel in 1992, peo
pl e fr o m each p rog ra m 

id enti fie d m a jo r lea rnin gs and 
ad vice they would have for others 
starting similar programs. The fol
lowing su gges tions fo r min istry 
with children and youth in jeop
ardy emerged from the process: 

1. Make the program comprehen
sive rather than fo cusing on one 
"problem ." The isola ted -p rob
lem a p proach does n o t d ea l 
with the reality faced by youth. 
Mos t w h o h ave on e p roblem 
have several others. The com
prehensive approach appears to 
have a fa r grea ter chance of suc
cess both in p reventing p rob
lems and in intervening if they 
do occur. 

2. Inv olve targeted y outh signifi
cantly at every step of the w ay. 
From the initia l idea, through 
the planning and implementa
tion phases, to the eva lua tion 
s tage, the ac tive par ticipa tion 
a nd leade r s h ip of yo uth is 
essential to project integri ty. 

3. Do not be content with the 
deliven1 of services alone. Truly 
effective programs not only pro
vide services that meet human 
n eed s but a lso adv oca te fo r 
changes in systems which affect 
children and youth (schools, 
courts, church, government). 
The b es t programs provid e 
opportunities for children and 
youth to develop leadership. 

4. Take a neighborhood approach. 
Deal with children and youth in 
the context of their communi
ti es . Wh en famili es a r e 
involved with schools, church
es, and community organiza
tions, the circle of caring adults 
wi d en s . Thi s en coura ges a 
sense of youth's being support
ed and connec ted ra ther than 
bein g isola ted and alienated . 
M en to ring is one e ffec ti ve 
m e thod th a t is increas in g ly 
being utilized . 

5. Know what community ser
v ices are av ailable. Work coop
era tively w ith other agencies 
w herever p oss ible and m ake 
r efe rr a ls . Try ing to d o it a ll 
alone is a recipe for frustration 
at best and failure at worst. 

6. Be fl exible. Don' t be so tied to 
initial ideas and plans that you 
ca nn o t ch a n ge them if they 
d on ' t work out. And don ' t be 
rigid about age eligibility fo r 
children and youth . It may be 
m ore important to work w ith 
siblings or friends together. 

7. Inv olve church and community 
leaders in the program. Form an 
a d v isor y co mmittee th a t 
in vo lves so m e of the m . 
Cha llenge community clergy 
a nd di s tri ct a nd confe ren ce 
leaders to visit the project. 
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8. B e responsible with funds, 
records, and publicity . Make 
sure any need ed fund s are in 
ha nd or firml y committed 
before beginning . Keep good 
records and document every
thing thoroughly. Be honest in 
publicity, propos al s, and 
reports. And also be cautious. 
Unscrupulous people will take 
ad va ntage even of a church
related project. 

9. Give careful attention to per
sonnel needs . When hiring staff: 
recruit locally, screen carefully, 
train thoroughly, and supervise 
wisely. When using volunteers: 
have a coordinator, get time 
commitments in w riting, pro
vide formal training, and recog
nize voluntee r contributions 
publicly. 

The crisis fa cing children and 
youth cries out for attention at 
every level of the church, in every 
community and congregation. The 
National Division embraced the 
Children and Youth in Jeopardy pro
gram with the hope that the bene
fits would accrue not only to the 
young people served by the five 
projects but to youth in other com
munities as well. By sharing these 
stories and listing the lea rnings, 
we h op e to challenge churches 
across the denomina tion to com
mitted and effective action. 0 

Peggy Ha lsey is Executive SecretanJ 
for Mini str ies W ith Women and 
Families in. the National Division of the 
General Board of Globa l Ministries. 
Christie R. House is As ociate Editor of 
New World Outlook. 
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Peggy Halsey* tells a story of Elizabeth, a young girl (now a grown 
woman) from Judson Memorial Church in New York City's Greenwich 
Village. Judson is an old building, falling down, full of creaky stairs, moldy 
and peeling paint, and dark corridors. 

Wlien Elizabeth was a toddler, living with her family in a brownstone in 
Brooklyn, she was afraid to climb the dark stairway up to the bathroom 
alone. She asked her mom or dad to go with her. On the day Peggy was 
visiting, Elizabeth's mom and dad were busy with guests, so they couldn't 
respond right away. Elizabeth disappeared, returning in a few minutes. Her 
parents said "OK, now one of us will take you." But Elizabeth had already 
made the trip. "That's wonderful," they said. "What made you so brave 
today?" 

"I just pretended I was in 
Judson," she responded. 

"Well," thought Peggy, "we did 
something right. We don't know 
how, but the child felt safer in the 
dark of the church than she did in 
rhe dark of her own home." 

*Peggy Halsey is a National Division 
staff member working in Parish 
Ministries With Women and 
Families. 

Top right: A United Methodist church in 
New York City joins with a Jewish syna

gogue to provide gifts for children in need. 
Right: The Rev. K Karpen preaches a chil
dren's sermon during worship at St. Paul 
and St . Andrew UMC in New York City. 
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The Problem 
"Every two hours, a child under the age of 19 is killed by a gun in America." 

-NBC-TV News, "The Guns of November, " 1114193 

"There are nearly as many guns in the country as people. In 1992, when the 
population was 255 million, there were 211 million guns in the United States." 

-Isabel Wilkerson, New York Times, 12114193 

"Perils in the classroom: 68% of public school's top students report violence at 
school; 42% of male students have access to one or more firearms." 

-Whos Who Among American High School Students survey 
of high-achieving 16- and 17-year-olds, USA TODAY, 10/20193 

"It's easier to get a gun than an education." 
-Student quoted on MTV, "Generation Under the Gun, " 1219193 

In Baltimore [in 1993], the 13-to-24 age group accounted for more than half 
the murder arrests and nearly 40 percent of the victims. In Cleveland, half the 
173 homicides were committed by those under age 25 ... .In San Jose, CA, the 
number of juveniles arrested for serious crimes rose by 39 percent over the past 
five years .... From 1986 to 1991 , the homicide rate among 14- to 24-year-oids 
rose by 62 percent. It jumped 124 percent among those 14 to 17." 

-Fred Bayles, Associated Press, Bennington Banner, 12131193 

"Violence has become the preferred method of problem-solving." 
-Robert Trojanowicz, Professor of Criminal justice, Michigan State University, 

and Director, National Center for Community Policing 

"Because of the availabi li ty of guns and the decision of some youth to settle 
their disputes with guns, I lost three sons." 

-Frances Davis , Brooklyn, NY, 1216193 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Proposed Solutions 
Holding gun turn-in events 
(for a how-to guide, write PO Box 138, Ashton, MD 20861) 
Banning semiautomatic assault weapons 
Banning certain types of ammunition 
Increasing the Federal licensing fee for gun dealers 
Using Federal anticrime money for counseling, job, and health programs 
for youth instead of using it only for prisons 

A Challenge 
What can you and your church do to protect children from violence? Send 
ideas-from local programs to legislation to letter-writing campaigns to 
boycotts of violent movies, Tv; lyrics, and video games-to: 

~~ 

Editor, New World Outlook 
475 Riverside Dr., Room 1351 

New York, NY 10115. 

General Board of Global Ministries 

The United Methodist Church 
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Right: Youth make significant contribu
tions to colonia churches in the Texas 

Border Ministries. Below: Bekah Forni 
plants a flower in her church garden in 

New York City. Bottom: Children of the 
Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference 

play ou tside Pickett's Chapel UMC. 

Checklist for a Child
Friendly Church 
1. Is child care automatically provided for all services and meetings? 
2. When any kind of meeting or event is planned, are schedules and 

needs of families with young children taken into account? 
3. Is worship purposefully designed so that children are present for part 

of the service? 
4. Are nursing mothers welcome in worship and made to feel 

comfortable and accepted? 
5. Are children welcomed to the worship service and encouraged to 

participate, where appropriate? 
6. Do children ever get to plan and lead worship? 
7. Are all adults who work with children in the church carefully 

screened and trained for their tasks? 
8. Are men as well as women encouraged to care for children? 
9. Is there always more than one adult with each group of children? 

10. Is the church childproofed for safety (e.g. , outlets covered, wires 
unexposed, stairs with railings, windows with guards)? 

11. Are water fountains and classroom tables at a child-sized level? 
12. Are snacks provided at fellowship time that are appropriate and 

within reach of children? 
13. Is space provided for children to run, jump, and climb? 
14. Are children allowed to be children rather than little 

adults? 

15. Do newsletters and other general materials mailed to 
members include something special for children? 

Is Your Church a Place That Makes Children Feel Safe? 

Lacer this year, New World Outlook will run an article by 
Gwen White that examines this question in greater depth. 
Watch for it. 
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Mission Memo __ 
Still Shaken Up 

Millions of people in the Los Angeles area were 
affected by the January 17th earthquake that regis
tered 6.6 on the Richter scale. UMCOR's Catastrophic 
Team was on the scene before the week was out to 
assess the damage and determine how UMCOR 
could best meet emergency and long-term needs. 
Immediate response took the form of pastoral care for 

a adults and especially for children affected by the dis
• aster. UMCOR granted funds to the California-Pacific 
r Conference to assist churches in providing humani
~ tarian relief in their neighborhoods. The Advance 
~ number for the California Earthquake is #901330-8. 

For specific answers on the earthquake, you can 
reach an operator at: 1-800-554-8583. Those interested 
in volunteering for future work teams to help rebuild 
should call 1-800-918-3100. For current recorded 
information on disaster relief, consult the UMCOR 
Hotline: 1-800-841-1235. See also page 44. 

1i ADVANCE in Manila 
The General Council on Ministries committee that 

directs the Advance for Christ and His Church met in 
Manila, Philippines, January 9-15, 1994, and 
appro':'ed 342 new mission projects-from Japan to 
Uganda to Haiti-as eligible for second-mile giving 

II by congregations and individuals. Funds requested 
, for the projects total $25.6 million . Advance 
" Committee members, agency representatives to the 
1' Advance, and staff visited project si tes throughout 
I the Philippines Central Conference. New World 

Outlook will provide coverage of what they saw and 
heard in the July-August 1994 issue. 

Catholic Priest Receives Methodist Award 
The Rev. Elias Chacour, a Melkite Catholic priest 

from Galilee, was unanimously voted by the officers 
of the World Methodist Council, meeting in Bombay, 
India, to receive the 1994 World Methodist Peace 
Award. The award will be presented to Chacour this 
month (March) at the Prophet Elias Community 
College in Ibillin, Israel. Chacour was cited for his 
courage and creativity in seeking reconciliation 
among Israelis and Palestinians, urging them to live 
in the Holy Land as neighbors in peace. Chacour 
watched Biram, his own Palestinian village, 
destroyed by explosives and bulldozers in the 1950s. 

Home to the Holy Land 
GBGM Jilissionary Alex Awad celebrated 

Christmas in Bethlehem for the first time in six years. 
But his return home, welcome as it is, is limited by a 
three-month tourist visa. The Awads-missionaries 
Alex and Brenda and their children, Christy, Basema, 
and Randy-are still fighting for the right to perma
nent work visas that will allow them to stay in the 
Holy Land and carry out their mission and ministry 

there. The family (with the exception of Christy, who 
is in college in Texas) wants to return to 
Israel/Palestine at the end of the school year. They 
express heartfelt thanks to the General Board of 
Global Ministries, the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action, and the many individual United Methodists 
who have supported them for four years with 
prayers and petitions. They ask ongoing support a 
they continue to pursue their goal of strengthening 
Christian presence and witness in the Holy Land. 

Relief for Children in Kazakhstan 
In January, 2,000 pounds of medicines were 

shipped to hospitals and children's homes in the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, formerly part of the Soviet 
Union, where nuclear testing was carried out for 40 
years. The Health and Welfare Ministries Program 
Department of the GBGM shipped antibiotics, pedi
atric medicines, special skin creams, penicillin, and 
antiseizure drugs valued at $250,000. Some of the 
medicines are going to the Ayagu z Orphanage 
House, which earlier received flatbed carts for chil
dren too crippled to use wheelchairs. See pages 4-9 
for coverage on the children of Ayaguz. 

China Missionary Reunion 
A reunion for all former and current United 

Methodist missionaries (and families) from China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the China Program will be 
held October 7-9, 1994, at Lambuth Inn, Lake 
Junaluska, NC. For information and a registration 
form, write: The United Methodist China Program, 
475 Riverside Dr., Room 1537, NY, NY 10115. 

DEATHS Clara L. Brewer, a retired deaconess with 42 
years of service in Cincinnati, Ohio, died on October 
31, 1993, at the age of 95 ... Bess C. Miles, a retired mis
sionary with six years of service in Japan, died on 
November 24, 1993 ... Bertha Odee, who served as a 
missionary in the Philippines for 27 years, died on 
December 4, 1993, at the age of 100 .. .Naoma C. Morrill, 
a retired missionary with nine years of service in 
Taiwan, died on December 7, 1993, at the age of 
94 ... Barbara Nelle A. Battles, a retired missionary with 
two years of service in Peru, died on December 18, 
1993, at the age of 73 ... Mildred Smith, a retired mi -
sionary with 42 years of service in Bolivia, died on 
December 18, 1993, at the age of 96 ... Annette 
Constantine, who served as a missionary in Malaysia 
for almost 10 years, died on December 22, 1993, at the 
age of 86 .. .Jonnne E. Murphy, a retired missionary with 
five years of service in Chile, died on Decemb r 24, 
1993, at the age of 69 ... Zella M. Glidden, a retired d a
coness who was originally commissioned in 1935 a a 
missionary of the Wom an 's Foreign Mi sionary 
Society and who had 28 years of service, di d on 
January 2, 1994, at the age of 86. 0 
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Challenging the /Forces .of 
• 

The yo uth director and I were 
talking on the phone, planning an 
evening program on creative non
violence with the teenagers of a 
su burban church in a medium
sized US city (population 200,000). 
When I asked him for a thumbnail 
sketch of the youth group in this 
middle-class , White, United 
Methodist congregation, he 
replied: "They're terrified." Their 
fears have some foundation. In the 
las t several years, their city has 
become characterized by gang vio
lence, an ever-increasing drug 
market, a climbing homicide rate, 
relentless racism and poverty, and 
thrill-seeking recklessn ss. 

For the teens in that city
including those who actively par
ticipate in the youth group of that 
United Methodist church-the 
violence cuts across all levels. 
Even the private religious schools 
have not been able to barricade 
their gates against the pernicious 
onslaught of fear, anger, and the 
inclination toward self-preserva
tion. If challenged, gun-ownership 
proponents have only to point to 
the prevailing character of the city 
to support their contention that 
everyo ne should be armed in 
anticipated self-defense. 

Death at the Wrong House 
In October 1992, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, was s tunned by the 
tragic shooting and death of a 

by Carol Cavness Walker 

Yoshihiro Hattori, an American Friends 
Service scholar in the United States, was 

shot dead in 1992 while looking for a 
friend's Halloween party. 

Japanese exchange student, 
Yoshihiro Hattori. Yoshi was an 
American Friends Service (AFS) 
scholar spending a year in a US 
high school. He and his American 
brother, Webb Haymaker, were 
looking for a Halloween party and 
had gotten the house numbers con
fused . Because Yoshi innocently 
walked up to the wrong house, his 
life was taken from him at age 16. 

The television show 20/20 pre
sented a documentary on the event 
nearly one year after the killing . 
Reporters had interviewed both 
Yoshi's US host family and the 
couple whose home had been the 
scene of the tragedy. The word 
afraid was repeated several times 
by the husband who had pulled 
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the trigger and by his wife, who 
had called to him to "get the gun." 
Without even speaking-except to 
yell "Freeze!" - the husband had 
assumed an attitude that the two 
boys outside his home posed a 
threat to the lives of family mem
bers inside the house. But, ironical
ly, it was a lack of fear that caused 
young Yoshi to advance toward a 
situation of deadly potential. In his 
home country of Japan, such a sce
nario would never have occurred. 
Private Japanese citizens do not 
own weapons. [Nor was Yoshi 
familiar with "Freeze!" as a command 
to stop. This slangy metaphoric usage, 
familiar on TV cop shows, is not 
defined in US college dictionaries.
Ed.] 

News of the extraordinary 
killing of young Yoshi was flashed 
around the world within hours of 
its occurrence. The event became 
the focus of attention of a global 
community growing weary of vio
lent and senseless death. Even so, 
active gun-possession proponents 
were quick to claim that "the mere 
fact that accidental deaths occur 
involving the use of handguns is 
no justification for robbing law
abiding Americans of their consti
tutional right to bear arms." This 
statement is a travesty both in its 
attitude (in calling such a death 
"mere") and in its consistent mis
interpretation of the Second 
Amendment to the Constitution of 
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the United States [which reads: "A 
well-regulated militia being necessary 
to the security of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed"]. 

When the Baton Rouge resident 
who h'ad killed young Yoshi was 
brought to trial in May 1993, it 
took a jury of his peers only three 
hours and twenty minutes to find 
him "not guilty." They applied 
Louisiana's 1973 "Shoot-the 
Burglar" law, which allows house
holders a lot of latitude in defend
ing their homes. Their verdict was 
based on the premise that the 
homeowner was inordinately fear
ful for the safety of his family and 
himself. Aside from the obvious 
tragedy, the message went out 
that we who are US citizens live 
our daily lives in our own com
munities with an unprecedented 
level of fear. The world now per
ceives that the American Way of 
Life includes the mindset that 
arms itself with "make-my-day" 
weapons, shooting first and ask
ing questions later, perhaps with 
some regret. In this case, the 
weapop used was a .44-caliber 
Magnum revolver with an 8-inch 
barrel equipped with a scope-an 
incredibly powerful handgun. 

A Deadly Combination 
Richard and Holley Haymaker, 

Yoshi's host parents in Baton 
Rouge, joined Masaichi and Mieko 

Hattori in mounting a massive 
petition drive "to protest the easy 
availability of firearms in the 
United States." In their petition 
statement, the Haymakers wrote: 
"Yoshihiro's tragic death begs us 
to look at our country through the 
eyes of others, to ask how a 
democracy at peace can be s vio
lent, to ask how a nation so 
blessed with diversity and riches 
can live in such fear. We cannot 
help but ask what the man who 
shot Yoshi would have done had 
he not had a gun in his home . 
Together, fear and guns are a 
deadly combination .... We remain 
one of the most heavily armed 
nations in the world, a nation that 
apparently has greater cause to 
fear aggression from our own citi
zens than it has cause to fear 
aggression from outside enemies." 

In November 1993, the Hattoris 
and Haymakers were received by 
President Clinton. They symboli
cally presented him with the sig
natures of well over two million 
citizens of the United States and 
Japan . Shortly thereafter, on 
November 30, the President 
signed into law the Brady Bill. It 
mandates a five-day waiting peri
od for handgun purchasers, with a 
police background check to identi
fy persons with a criminal record 
or individuals who would be con
sidered high-risk mentally and 
emotionally for gun ownership. 
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At a New York City rally 
for gun control, parents 
display the shoes of 407 
children shot dead in 
New York City streets 
that year. 

An Epidemic of Violence 
The following facts and figures 

have been reported in the last sev
eral months: 

• The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta has 
been conducting in-depth stud
ies of violence in US communi
ties , especially acts by and 
against teens. It is labeling the 
appalling increa e a national 
health epidemic in the United 
States. 

• A poll taken in April 1993 by 
Louis Harris of LH Research 
measured public reaction to 
facts generated by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. These 
facts included the following: 

"Among teenagers aged 15 
to 19, one in four deaths comes 
from gunshot wounds." 

Over a three-year period , 
"gunshot wounds to children 
aged 16 and under nearly dou
bled in major urban areas." 

"The lifetime costs of gun
shot injuries in the United 
States is $14 billion a year." 

Over 9 in 10 adults polled 
"say there has been a sharp rise 
in 'teenagers being killed by 
guns' as well as in 'children 
shooting other children. ' ... Only 
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Below: New York City police bought 
bnck these guns from civilians-no 

questions nsked. Right: A young girl 
joins demonstra tors outside the 

Nntional Rifle Association (NRA) office 
in Washington, DC. 

29 percent feel 'most children 
are safe from violence.' ... Only 
39 percent feel 'most children 
are physically safe going to and 
from school."' Polled adults 
reported that "one in three kids 
are ' less eager to go to school 
every day' ... and that over one in 
four 'are less inclined to play 
outside' " because of the con
stant threat of violence. 

• Ms. Rupert Richardson, nation
al president of the NAACP, 
reported recently at a press con
ference that gunshot violence is 
the leading cause of death 
among Black male youth 
between the age of 15 and 24. 

• Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith, a 
United Methodist who is assis
tant dean of Harvard's School 
of Public Health, has stated that 
the increasing level of violence 
in the United States is directly 
correla ted with our attitudes 
toward it. "We teach violence," 
she points out. "We love it. We 
promote it. .. Violence in the 
media is justified, painless, 
guilt less, and glamorous . 
Something is really wrong with 
us as a country," she laments. 
"Almos t every message at 
almost every level of communi
ca tion encourages violence .. .. 

But our problem is that we 
don't know how to get along 
with each other. We don' t 
[even] know how to get along 
with friends and family." 

• During the recent Congres 
sional vote on the Brady Bill 
(which passed), United 
Methodists who are elected 
members of the House of 
Representatives voted 21 FOR 
and 33 AGAINST the bill. When 
questioned about their position, 
most of the United Methodists 
who voted against the Brady 
Bill voiced a preference for a 
sweeping Crime Bill instead of 
gun control. The Crime Bill 
they support would increase 
the number of police and prison 
facilities and would call for 
tougher sentencing and parole 
procedures. 
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Facing Our Fears 
With such chilling statistics and 

often conflicting facts bombarding 
us daily from news sources, how 
can concerned Christians address 
the alarming escalation of violence 
with any hope of changing the 
course of events? What can we do 
about the violence affecting the 
members of our population under 
age 20? Several important points 
must be raised once we decide 
that enough is enough. 

What do we fear? To wh a t 
extent are we prepared to face 
those fears with total honesty and 
courage? Fear almost always has 
to do with loss. What do we fear 
to lose? One young workshop par
ticipant confes ed that what he 
feared at the outset was facing his 
fears! What we fear tells a great 
deal about who we are. Fear 
always destroys tru t. When there 
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is a diminished trust quotient, we 
are more vulnerable and therefore 
less powerful. 

In a recent article about com
munities that have organized to 
fight crime in their streets, a 
California school teacher was 
quoted as saying: "The worst 
thing that can permeate a commu
nity is fear-that's what criminals 
prey on." Sometimes, it takes 
looking death in the face to be able 
to come to terms with fear and to 
make a decision to work actively 
to regain power and control over 
our own lives and those of our 
communities. 

A former police officer-in a 
moving testimony to his United 
Methodist Sunday school class
confessed that his life was 
changed the day he realized that 
the opposite of love is not hate but 
fear . He lost his family and 
home-not through violence 
against them but through the vio
lence that he had internalized with 
his job. This quiet-spoken man 
told his listeners that it was 
through the grace of God that he 
was able to face the terrible truth 
that he ·was just as violent as the 
criminals he was apprehending. 
The only difference between them 
was the side of the law they were 
on. He had looked into his own 
heart. In his heart, he had seen 
that fear-the fear that begets vio
lence-was in control. 

Miguel Soto makes pifiatas for a liv
ing but lost his pifiata business in 
the Los Angeles uprisings of 1992. 
Consequently, he lost his apartment 
as well . He and his wife and young 
daughter took refuge in Iglesia 
Metodista Unida Latino Americana 
in Long Beach, CA, one of the 
United Methodist Shalom Zone cen
ters. The shelter set him up with 
space and materials so that he could 
begin making piiiatas again. Once 
he had enough stock on hand to sell, 
he was able to rent an apartment fo r 
his family . This year, he is ready to 
rent retail space again and reopen 
his shop. 

A Model for Peace Building 
How can we become unified 

and empowered? When people 
have prayerfully and honestly 
identified the fears that control 
them and that diminish the value 
of human life, only then can they 
begin to take positive steps 
toward unity and empowerment. 
Advocacy for reformation almost 
always begins when a compara
tively small number of bold peo
ple speak out with a resounding 
"NO" to intolerable situations in 
their communities. Usually the 
status quo-or the establish
ment-is threatened at first by this 
"NO." The re formers, with 
unswerving dedication to their 
cause, must be willing to negotiate 
the issues they raise. In this way, 
changes are effected in communi
ties. When negotiation begins, the 
balance of power will begin to 
shift. By being carefully prepared 
and thoroughly informed, advoca
cy groups can begin to educate 
people, address the pressing needs 
of the poor and disenfranchised, 
and confront the terrible causes of 
violence, fear, and hatred. 

Such a movement has begun in 
The United Methodist Church. It 
began with the 1992 General 
Conference's call for the building 
of Shalom Zones in the most dan
gerous and problem-ridden areas 
of the United States. This desper
ately needed new program is 

being carried out under the aus
pices of the National Division of 
the General Board of Globa l 
Ministries . It involves local 
churches working hand in hand 
with the people of a particular 
area. The Shalom Zone initiative 
will be committed to nothing less 
than reformation, reconcilia tion, 
and reclamation of the torn and 
wounded communiti es of our 
nation. 

We citizens of the United States 
have often observed with vaunted 
pride how much we love our chil
dren. If this is true, we must begin 
with unprecedented fervor and 
purpose to take back the streets of 
our cities and neighborhoods for 
the sake of the future . To make 
our world safe for children, we 
must be willing to challenge the 
forces of violence, hatred, and fear 
in our midst. We must be willing 
to answer God's call to shalom 
with daring courage. 0 

Dr. Carol Cavness Walker is a United 
Methodist missionary with the China 
Program , ass igned to Th e Amity 
Foundat ion. Sh e teaches Western 
Literature in the Jiangsu Education 
In stitute in Nanjin g, Peop le' s 
Republic of China . During the year 
1993 , she worked in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference of The Un ited 
Methodist Church as a Peace With 
Justice Educator. 
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A Youth Group Seminar 

hildhood can be filled with 
many external dangers, such 
as drugs, crime, hunger, and 
homelessness. However, more 

subtle dangers may be difficult to 
pinpoint. Sometimes guardians 
themselves put children at risk, 
making the imagery of nightmares 
frighteningly real. Sometimes, too, 
spiritual hazards are created inside 
a person's family and in close rela
tionships. When the dangers come 
from inside, children need support 
and information so that they can 
recognize the risks and protect 
themselves . Sometimes, children 
are the only ones who can make 
their own world safe. 

Halloween has a bad reputation 
among many church groups . 
Charges of Satanism and the pro
motion of evil have led some con
gregations to put a ban on all 
Halloween activities . But All 
Hallow' s Eve grew out of a church 
holiday-All Saints Day . Even 
though Halloween has become 
secular and playful, its images can 
be charged with an electricity that 

by Barbara J. Simon 

cuts straight into the subcon
scious . Instead of figh ting this 
popular celebration, the church 
can use the powerful images in 
Halloween's bag of tricks to help 
children explore their own feel
ings about death, horror, and evil. 

Healing Hidden Hurts 
At the request of Dr. Robert 

Williams, pastor of St. Andrew's 
United Methodist Church in 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, I worked 
with Bernadette Exley (St. 
Andrew's Program Coordinator) 
to structure a three-week October 
youth program . The seminars 
included activities , discussion 
groups, and Bible study. These 
sessions gave teenagers in junior 
and senior high school a forum in 
which to explore issues and to 
make use of Halloween imagery 
in a positive, Christian, healing 
manner. 

Working from Healing the 
Greates t Hurt by Linns and 
Fabricant (Paulist Press : New 
York, 1985), the first session began 
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with a half-hour TV episode of The 
Addams Family . According to the 
Linn brothers (two Franciscans 
who work in the area of spiritual, 
psychological, and physical heal
ing), certain personal problems 
can be traced to the untimely or 
violent death of a loved one. The 
grief over disturbing deaths is 
often difficult to resolve and can 
adversely affect the whole family, 
even for several generations. The 
Addams Family can be viewed a 
a metaphor for this kind of unre
solved grief, where death, psycho
logical disturbance, and violence 
seem to hang over an entire fami-
1 y . This is truly a family that 
"walks through the valley of the 
shadow of death." (Psalm 23:4) 

The second session began with 
some of the teenager tracing their 
own family trees. They looked for 
signs of unresolved grief by com
paring family characteri tics with 
traits evident in th Addam 
Family (such a pla ing with 
explosives and alway wearing 
black) . An alternati e activit , 
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tracing Jesus' family tree through 
Scripture, was provided for any
one who was not comfortable 
exploring her or his own family 
issues. Jesus healed the pain in his 
human family (as well as in the 
broader Family of Humanity) with 
the techniques he taught in the 
Gospels: love, forgiveness of sin, 
and putting God first. Jesus 
focused on his relationship with 
God (his spiritual Father) as being 
more important than his relation
ship with his earthly family (Matt. 
23:9, Mark 3:31-35). This is a rel
evant lesson for teenagers today 
who are trying to break away 
from home and find a new family 
structure of their own design. 

This led to a discussion of 
James M. Barrie, author of Peter 
Pan (as told in Don ' t Tell th e 
Grownups : Subversive Children 's 
Literature by Alison Lurie) . Barrie 
provides another example of how 
unresolved grief over a child's 
death can lead to physical as well 
as psy.chological dysfunction. 
When a child dies, we say that the 
parents "lost a child." Peter Pan is 
the story of the "Lost Boys," who 
live underground (as in a grave) 
with no mother to care for them. 
Children fly through the night sky 
like ghosts, and the hero never 
grows up. This imagery grew out 
of the author's own childhood. 

Jam es Barrie's older brother 
was killed in a skating accident at 
the age of 13. His mother never 
recovered from the loss of her 
favorite son. To ease her pain, 
James tried to take his brother's 
place in her heart. In a bizarre 
way, he succeeded-never physi
cally maturing past the age of 13. 
He was truly the boy who 
wouldn' t grow up. Understanding 
how spiritual issues can affect the 
body makes it easier to under
stand how Jesus could physically 
heal people by addressing their 
spiritual"needs. (Matt. 9:2-8). 

Good Me-Bad Me 
The third session was devoted 

to monsters and masks. In it, we 
discussed monsters and the horror 
they experience as a result of spiri
tual desolation. In Psalm 88, deep 

Teenagers in Barbara f. Simon 's Halloween Seminars made "Good Me/Bad Me" 
masks, showing the parts of themselves that their parents did or did not accept. 
Simon models the half-masks here. 

despair is expressed in vivid 
Halloween verses : "Thou hast 
caused my companions to shun 
me, thou hast made me a thing of 
horror to them ... . Do the shades 
rise up to praise thee? Is thy stead
fast love declared in the 
grave? ... Afflicted and close to 
death from my youth up, I suffer 
thy terrors .... " (RSV) 

The teenagers' favorite mon
sters fell into two basic categories: 
those who died but are still with 
us (Dracula, mummies, Jason from 
the Friday the 13th series of 
movies) and those who are half 
good and half bad (werewolves, 
Dr. Frankenstein and his monster, 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde). The first 
group includes people who are 
not laid to rest because of unre
solved grief. The second includes 
those struggling with an inner 
conflict of good versus evil. 

To illustrate this conflict, each 
group of teens was given paper 
and told to draw a large circle. On 
one side of the circle, they were 
asked to write the qualities in 
themselves that their parents 
accepted. On the other side, they 
listed the parts of themselves their 
parents didn't accept. We then 

made masks out of each half of the 
circle. The "bad" half (which 
varies with each set of parents) is 
often shunned and abandoned like 
an orphan. This bad face is the one 
kids are allowed to wear on 
Halloween to acknowledge what 
they may believe are monstrous 
parts of themselves. 

A mask does more than hide 
your identity and let you pretend 
to be someone else. A mask can 
cover up your everyday "pleas
ing" face and allow an inner iden
tity (which resonates with the 
mask) to surface. When the ''bad" 
half is never accepted, the aban
doned self can eventually take on 
a life of its own, with horrifying 
results. By allowing God to come 
in as a supernatural parent and 
adopt the orphaned self, a person 
can become whole and integrated. 
(Psalm 27:10) 

Response to this program was 
enthusiastic, particularly among 
the boys. They loved the Addams 
Family parallels, got involved in 
tracing their own ancestry (which 
included a pirate, a knight, several 
alcoholics, and suicide victims), 
and continued the good half-bad 
half discussion among themselves. 
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Barbara J. Simon conducted youth semi
nars exploring Halloween at St. Andrew's 
United M ethodist Church in Cherry Hill, 
New Jersey. 

They really knew their monsters
incl uding the historical back
ground of Dracula's legend. 

That night our group had the 
pleasure of becoming acquainted 
with "George," a personal mon
ster who lives under the bed of 
one of the teenage boys. George is 
the boy's friend but protects his 
bedroom from an invading sister. 
In the work that led to this semi
nar, I had written about "the mon
ster who lives under the bed" as 
an example of the difficulty in 
learning to safely cross the line 
between the conscious and uncon
scious (waking and sleeping). 
When the dream state arrives 
before the child is safely asleep, 
suddenly the bedroom is populat
ed with all sorts of nightmarish 
characters. George is a vestige of 
this boy's successful childhood 
struggle to come to terms with his 
unconscious world . The monster 
was tamed, befriended, and 
pressed into service to protect the 
boy's privacy. 

The most concrete illustration 
of the involvement of all the boys 

occurred on the last night of the 
seminar. The second game of the 
World Series was on. The Phillies 
were playing, and the whole area 
was gripped with Philly Fever 
(Cherry Hill is less than 10 miles 
from Philadelphia). Despite this 
competition, our discussion on 
monsters and masks drew 17 
teens, most of them senior high 
boys. At the end of this last ses
sion, they responded with hearty 
applause. 

The Church's Mission 
Rev. Williams was intrigued by 

several aspects of this program. 
He read Healing the Greatest Hurt 
to prepare for grief counseling, 
which includes a symbolic funeral 
for a previously deceased family 
member. This fit in with his basic 
understanding of the church's 
mission in society . Williams 
explained: "Many people come to 
church for our traditional 'Birth, 
Bond, and Burial' rituals (bap
tisms, weddings, and funerals). 
These three basic services are 
often the first or only contact peo
ple have with a church . These 
experiences must be positive and 
expertly handled before we try to 
branch out into other activities ." 
He added: "This is what the book 
on s uperior management, In 
Search of Excellence, refers to as 
'Stick to the Knitting' -remain 
with the business the company 
knows best. Grief counseling is 
another kind of funeral. It seems 
so basic and appropriate that spir
itual healing could grow out of an 
extension of the burial mission." 

In our sessions, several person
al grief stories were revealed and 
shared. One girl told of her moth
er's unusual spiritual experience 
after the death of her grandfather. 
Another girl was disturbed by a 
discussion on suicide in some
one's family tree. She told me pri
vately that a friend of hers had 
killed himself two days before, 
and her mother would not let her 
discuss it. We were able to make 
pastoral counseling available to 
her. These are the kinds of issues 
that the church is empowered to 
address . However, unless the 
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Christian community can find a 
way to bring up these difficult 
subjects, such inner pain often 
remains hidden. 

Unexpected results for the 
whole congregation grew out of 
this seminar. One couple in the 
church had tried many times to 
have children. The entire congre
gation was aware of their strug
gles and had supported them with 
prayers for several years. In their 
last attempt, the woman, who had 
been artificially inseminated, was 
five months pregnant with 
triplets. In October, she miscarried 
all three children. Guided by the 
chapter in Healing the Greatest Hurt 
on "Healing Relationships with 
Miscarried, Aborted, and Stillborn 
Babies," Rev. Williams encour
aged the couple to name the lost 
girl and two boys. He performed a 
traditional funeral for them, 
attended by 30 members of the 
congregation. On the first Sunday 
of November, their names were 
read among the congregation's 
family members who had lost 
their lives in the last year. It 
brought a new depth to the All 
Saint's Day service. 

Spiritual teachings are most 
powerful when they make use of 
experiences and imagery that 
already live in people' s minds . 
Halloween is rich with metaphors 
that strike many deep chords in 
children as well as in adults. This 
spiritually guided program can 
bring a deeper understanding to 
the issues of death, horror, and 
evil when they surface in the per
sonal lives of church members. In 
this way, Christians can reclaim 
All Hallow' s Eve and make it a 
church holiday once again. 0 

Barbara J. Simon writes for the enter
tainment industry, including cable 
TV, theater, and fi lm- most recently 
for Nickelodeon. The Halloween emi
nar grew out of several chapters from 
her work in progress en ti tled 
Trespassing : Exploring the 
Spiritual and Psychologi cal 
Aspects of Ego Boundarie . For 
more information, Simon may be con
tacted through New World Outlook. 
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VIDEO 
REVIEWS 

A Review of Educational 
Resources on Child-Abuse 
Prevention 

by Peggi; Halsey 

At last the religious commu
nity, through one of its premier 
ecumenical agencies, has pro
duced accessible resources
especially for the use of church
es, synagogues, and religious 
institutions-addressing the 
dynamics of child sexual abuse. 
The Center for the Prevention 
of Sexual and Domestic 
Violence, an interreligious edu
cational ministry that works 
closely with Catholic, Jewish, 
and Protestant agencies
including the United Methodist 
General Board of Global 
Ministries-offers two videos . 
Each one comes with a study 
guide and audience-awareness 
brochures as well as three sets of 
curricula for church schools and 
youth ministry programs. 

The two videos-Hear Th eir 
Cries: Religious Responses to Child 
Abu se and Bless Our Child re n: 
Preventing Sexual Abuse-together 
provide a powerful audiovisual 
resource to assist churches, com
munity centers, and other min
istries with two of the most urgent 
challenges of the 1990s: respond
ing clearly and compassionately to 
the needs of children who have 
been abu<>ed and preventing the 
abuse of children in our care. 

Hear Their Cries is a 48-minute 
documentary on the role of clergy, 
lay leaders, and religious educa
tors in preventing child abuse. It 
provides definitions of physical, 
sexual, and emotional abuse and 
identifies igns of possible abuse. 

Several adult urvivors tell 
their stories. Theological issues, 
including forgiveness and confi
dentiality, are explored. A 
vignette offers insight into how to 
respond to a victim's disclosure of 
abuse . Suggestions are also 
offered for joint efforts between 
religious and secular agencies. 

Bless Our Children is a 40-
minute story of one congregation's 
efforts to include sexual-abuse 
prevention in their children's reli
gious education. It is designed to 
help churches and religious insti
tutions implement an abuse-pre
vention curriculum. Practical 
approaches to educating parents 
and teachers are offered and 
issues of cultural diversity are 
addressed. After seeing this video, 
United Methodist Bishop Calvin 
McConnell remarked : "We ' ve 
been told what not to do in regard 

to child sexual abuse. At last 
someone tells us what to do in 
preventing such abuse .. . and 
tells us in positive, practical, 
and tested ways." 

The two videos may be pur
chased separately, although 
they c.omplement each other 
and there is a 20 percent dis
count for purchase of the two 
together ($185, as opposed to 
$129 plus $99). In addition, the 
Center has developed three 
curricula: Sex ual Abuse 
Preve ntion : A Study for 
Teenage rs; Preventing Child 
Sexual Abuse, Ages 9-12 ; and 
Preventing Child Sexual Abuse, 
Ages 5-8 (the latter to be avail
able spring 1994) . All of the 
Center' s resources are multicul
tural and multiracial as well as 
interfaith in perspective. Their 
content, with its focus on pre
vention within a religious con-

text, is long overdue. As Kay 
Shively of the Church of God said 
in her review of the resources : 
"How much more loving-and 
courageous-it is to teach our chil
dren to value and protect them
selves by preventing abuse than to 
try to piece together broken bodies 
and spirits after the abuse has 
taken place." 

To request a catalog (with 
prices) or a free review copy or to 
place an order, contact the Center 
for the Prevention of Sexual and 
Domestic Violence, 1914 North 
34th Street, Suite 105, Seattle, WA, 
98103-9058; telephone (206) 634-
1903, FAX (206) 634-0115. 

Peggy Halsey is Executive Secretary 
for Minis tries With Wom en and 
Families in the Nationa l Division of 
the General Board of Globa l 
Ministries. For other contributions in 
this issue, see pp. 16, 23. 
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Texas Border Ministries Revisited-: 

The 
Migrant 
Children 
in Las 
Colonias 
by Christie R. House 

When we entered into a Covenant Relationship} 

we had no idea of the wonderful ministry we 

helped} 1n a small wajj to make possible. We 

were told of lives that had changed and chtldren 

who had grown up to break the cycle of poverty. 

Children of all sizes and shapes greeted us that evening, just as the 
sun was setting. Girls aged seven or eight were among those carrying 
babies-their younger siblings, perhaps, or maybe the neighbor' s kid. 
The boys in the street (a dirt road, really) threw a football to one of the 
men in our group. They were the children of El Paraiso Mission, of the 
El Paraiso colonia just outside the town of Mission, Te as . They were 
lively children who loved to have their pictures taken 

The vision of vibrant, healthy children was something we all took 
back to New York with us. Four years ago our church, St. Paul and St. 
Andrew United Methodist Church in New York City, joined in a 
Covenant Relationship with National Division missionary Jo e Galindo. 
He works with 12 mission churches in the colonias along the Te a -
Mexico border. He is director of the United Methodist Border Mini trie , 
a joint effort of the Southwest Texas and Rio Grande conference and of 
the Methodist Church in Mexico's Northern District. (See New World 
Outlook, March-April 1993, pp. 20-29.) 
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Last fall, five people from our 
congregation went to visit the mis
sion projects of our covenant mis
sionary . Our group was led by 
Conrado Soltero, Executive 
Secretary of Hispanic Ministries at 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries and also a member of 
our church. 

We soon got used to being sur
rounded by children. At each 
church we visited, children made 
up much of the congregation. 
Their parents are migrant farm 
workers , mostly of Mexican 
descent, who populate the colonias 
along a 200-mile stretch of the Rio 
Grande valley at the US-Mexican 
border. The estimated population 
of the colonias is 150,000 . Some 
colonia residents are documented 
Mexicans and Mexican Ameri
cans . Other residents may be 
undocumented workers who have 
made their way across the border. 
The church ministers to all of 
them. "If they are cold, we try to 
provide them with a blanket. We 
don't ask their status," says 
Eubaldo Ponce, district superin
tendent of the Rio Grande 
Conference's Southern District . 
"The church serves all in need." 

Eubaldo Ponce, Jose Galindo, 
and Bertha Galindo, Jose's wife, 
graciously gave of their time and 
experience to take us to visit a 
number of the colonia ministries 
they have been involved in for 
seven years . They also answered 
our many questions with patience 
and understanding. They wanted 
us to know the difference The 
United Methodist Church had 
made in the lives of the people of 
the colonias-especially in the lives 
of the children . I rode in Bertha 
Galindo' s car on the way to El 
Parafso as she provided a com
mentary on the site. 

Migrant Life in Las Colonias 
Colonia1 are unincorporated 

rural communities, usually just 
outside town limits. Plots are sold 
at random by speculators or who
ever holds title to the land. When 
colonias first begin, they have no 
utilities, running water, or sewage 
systems. Some shacks start out as 

cardboard . Colonias evolve and 
their churches evolve also. 

One year, a migrant family may 
buy a small plot of land. Then, in 
the summer and fall, they go north 
to Minnesota or North Dakota for 
the harvest. They return, bringing 
money they've saved to keep the 
bank loan current and perhaps 
also bringing some building mate
rials to put up walls and a roof. 
Banks may loan money to migrant 
workers because they are a good 
risk. ("Good, honest people," said 
Eubaldo.) They may disappear for 
three months, but generally they 
will pay up the loan when they 
come back. The next year, they 
return to the North for harvest, 
bringing home a little money for 
another piece of the house. This 
cycle of life-working all day in 
the fields at harvest time for less 
than minimum wage, saving small 
sums of money, traveling back 
and forth-continues year after 
year. The average annual income 
of a migrant worker is $6,000. 

The Church Came and Stayed 
Before Jose became a GBGM 

missionary, he was pastor of El 
Mesias UMC for 10 years. When 
the church first began in Colonia 
El Parafso, Jose met with the con
gregation in an open lot. The chil
dren came . Later the church 
acquired a small trailer. Finally, 
West Michigan Conference helped 
the congregation build the chapel. 
At La Mesa Mission in Weslaco, 
Texas, we saw a tree standing out
side the wooden church building 
where Javier Leyva, a layperson, 
had first started that church by 
teaching the children. 

Bertha explained that the El 
Parafso church had come a long 
way in seven years. Without the 
church, there was very little sense 
of community. A stereotypical 
migrant-worker family scenario 
applied: the husband got paid in 
cash on Friday and by Sunday had 
returned home drunk, with little 
money left. Many family fights 
followed . Because there was no 
grocery money, the children were 
malnourished and neglected. The 
women were depressed. 

Above: The El Para fso colonia . Below: Sylvia and 
Arturo Perez with their children. Bertha Galindo is at 
the far right, with Jose Galindo behind her. 
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Above: The men of El Parafso offer a song at the Thursday night 
church service. Below: The children of El Parafso run to greet 

visitors, especially ones with cameras. 
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"The church came and the 
church stayed," Bertha explained. 
She also indicated that the attitude 
in which you minister to people is 
crucial. She and Jose had not 
offered El Parafso anything the 
community could not produce 
and maintain itself. The key is to 
be present among the people and 
stay with them. "Once people see 
that you do, indeed, care for them, 
and you mean it-that you attend 
to their immediate physical needs 
but then stay on to minister to 
spiritual needs as well-they 
accept you," Bertha assured us. 
Change happens from within the 
community itself. The people gain 
pride in their church and then 
they minister to one another. We 
saw many men with their families 
in church on a Thursday night, 
holding their children. 

Resident Resources 
Conrado explained to us that 

the mission philosophy in the colo
nias places importance on develop
ing "resident resources." The 
Border Ministries Board has equal 
representation from the McAllen 
District of the Southwest 
Conference and the Southern 
District of the Rio Grande 
Conference in the form of cluster 
groups. In each cluster, representa
tives from the colonias take part in 
planning and decision making. 

Each colonia church we visited 
was led by a la y pa s tor who 
worked in a profession outside the 
church. Acts 18:3 notes that Paul 
was a tentmaker by trade-that he 
made his living this way and 
preached in the synagogue on the 
weekends. "The colonia church is 
very much like the early church in 
this way," Conrado told us. The 
lay pastor at El Parafso is Sylvestre 
Asebedo. A retired member of a 
larger church in the Rio Grande 
Conference, he gives of his time 
and of himself in the mi ion. 

In the se rvices we attended , 
many different church member 
were involved. They led inging, 
played musical instrument , read 
Scripture, preached, offered te ti
mony, and prayed for each other. 
The children also took part in the 
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clapping a 
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services, singing and reading, 
clapping and dancing. 

A Way Out 
On the weekend of this trip, we 

were invited to breakfast at the 
brand-new house of Arturo Perez. 
He is a school principal in the 
McAllen area and also secretary of 
the UM Border Ministries . "He 
does not forget his roots," Jose 
told us. Perez has helped to pur
chase the small plots of land that 
two colonia congregations needed 
for their church buildings. 

The beautiful house, designed 
by the Perezes themselves, was 
amazing, but no less amazing was 
Arturo and Sylvia Perez's story. 
Arturo wanted us to know how 
important The United Methodist 
Church was in the lives of colonia 
children. 

Both Arturo and Sy 1 via were 
children of migrant workers. 
Arturo is the eldest of five chil
dren; Sylvia, the eldest of twelve. 
Her family was Catholic, though 
she is United Methodist now. US 
child-labor laws ensured that the 
children all attended school, wher
ever they happened to be. Most 
families travel up North every 
summer and fall for the harvest. 
Sylvia said her family worked the 
same family farms every year, 
going as far north as Minnesota. 

Arturo was encouraged by the 
church to stay in school. The 
church provided a sense of com
munity for his family and helped 
in his spiritual development. He 
wanted to be a minister at first, 
but he majored in education and 
eventually decided teaching was 
his calling. He was appointed as a 
principal to the colonia school in 
McAllen-the first person to have 
grown up in the colonia and 
become the principal of the school. 
Eventually, as his career pro
gressed, he was moved from that 
school to Morris Junior High in 
the same district. The school he 
currently serves as principal has 
the best academic record in the 
area. The school population is 
about 40 percent Hispanic and 60 
percent White. Most families are 
middle and upper class. 

Arturo finds that the problems 
in his present school are different 
from the ones in the poverty
stricken schools he first directed. 
Often the children have almost all 
the material things they could 
want, but they are lonely and 
alienated. They lack the support of 
a strong family and community. 

Arturo and Sylvia have three 
children. Not one of Arturo's four 
siblings nor any of Sylvia's eleven 
continued as migrant workers. 
They were all able to break the 
cycle. Arturo is very passionate 
about the church's role in his suc
cess. "The work that is done here 
pays off," he said. ''You do not see 
it. But in years to come, it pays off." 

Why Get Involved? 
"Why should we get involved 

in these border ministries when 
there are so many problems we 
could be addressing in New York 
City?" one of our members 
inevitably asks. The answer is: We 
should be involved in both places, 
within and without. Within our 
community, we are active in com
bating the hunger, homelessness, 
and alienation so prevalent in 
large US cities. We cannot, howev
er, become insulated. God has a 
way of calling us out of ourselves 
to take part in others' lives. 
Though we think we have our 
place in life all figured out, God 
may have need for our talents 
elsewhere. 

Volunteers in Mission from the 
West Michigan Conference helped 
the El Paraiso congregation build 
their chapel. When the congrega
tion outgrew that and needed an 
additional educational building, 
volunteers from First United 
Methodist Church in Lufkin, 
Texas, and from the Iowa 
Conference built the educational 
building. Nueva Vida church was 
built with the help of the South 
Indiana Conference. La Primera' s 
sanctuary was built by the First 
UMC of Arlington, Texas, and the 
educational building was built by 
Methodist volunteers from 
Pearland, Texas. Jose Galindo has 
covenant churches supporting his 
salary in Pennsylvania, New York, 

Jose Galindo, missionary for the General Board of 
Global Ministries , director of the United Methodist 
Border Ministries, and covenant missionary of St. Paul 
and St . Andrew UMC in New York City. 

Wisconsin, and three Texas con
ferences. Without the connectional 
system of The United Methodist 
Church, this ministry to the colo
nias would not exist. 

The most precious miracle of all 
is happening in small, poverty
stricken colonias of southern Texas. 
People have broken out of their 
old patterns and have changed 
their lives. The love of Christ is 
preached, the Word is heard, and 
love transforms these small settle
ments. They are a true Christian 
community, and when you visit 
them, you can feel it. You can see 
it in the eyes of the old women 
and hear it in the laughter of the 
children. Gloria a Dios. 0 

Christie R. House is associate editor 
of New World Outlook. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 1994 39 



40 

• 
m ement1n~ 

e 
• 

at1on~ 
• 
IS 

by Jose L. Palos 

On May 9, 1992, with shouts of joy 
and with spontaneous applause, 
General Conference overwhelm
ingly approved the National 
Hispanic Plan. The actual vote 
was 892 for and 54 against. 

The following week, General 
Conference approved a total of 
$2.7 million to implement the plan 
during the 1993-96 quadrennium. 
A General Advance Special of $1 
million per year, known as the 

• 
ante 

an 
Challenge Fund for Hispanic 
Ministries, was also approved for 
the quadrennium. 

Conferences and Jurisdictions 
A total of 42 annual conferences 

have already organized some kind 
of committee, task force, or coun
cil to implement the National 
Hispanic Plan. Others are in the 
process of doing so. Several con
ferences , such as Nebraska, 
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Wisconsin, and Desert Southwest, 
have studied the demographic 
data for their conferences and 
have formulated Hispanic-min
istry goals and programs to imple
ment in the near future. Others, 
such as the Northern New Jersey 
and Texas conferences, have 
developed financial projections to 
support their development of 
Hispanic ministries. 

The Southeastern Jurisdiction 
has formed a Hispanic Task Force 
to coordinate the implementation 
of the plan. This task force has set 
the following goals: 

• To request that each annual 
conference study its demo
graphics and assess the need 
for Hispanic ministries and lay 
missioners; 

• To engage pastors in a process 
of developing a vision of 
Hispanic ministries in their 
conferences; 

• To interpret the National 
Hispanic Plan and the 
Challenge Fund for Hispanic 
Ministries to local churches; 

• To train pastors to recruit and 
work with lay missioners; and 

• To train lay missioners. 

The Southeastern task force met 
a number of times and planned 
several events . One wa s a 
February 1994 training event for 
conference leaders on how to start 
and how to expand ministries 
with Hispanics. Another was an 
August 1994 training event for 
teams of pastor-mentors and lay 
missioners. 

In January, the South Central 
Jurisdiction College of Bishops 
held a training-and-orientation 
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A group of lay missioners who took the basic training course at Perkins 
School of Theology, July 1993. 

event on Hispanic ministries for 
all the bishops and selected con
ference leaders of the jurisdiction. 
The event included presentations, 
on-site visits to Hispanic min
istries, and a mass celebration 
involving churches in the Rio 
Grande Valley of south Texas. 

Lay Missioners 
Training lay missioners is a 

high priority for the Committee on 
Hispanic Ministries, the group 
that General Conference created to 
coordinate the implementation of 
the National Hispanic Plan . 
Training of lay missioners and 
their pastor-mentors began early 
in three places: the California
Pacific Conference, the Rio 
Grande Conference, and the 
Perkins School of Theology. The 
New York, Northern New Jersey, 
and Southern New Jersey confer
ences are also training lay mis
sioners and preparing pastor-men
tors to guide their work. 

One of·the goals of the National 
Hispanic Plan is to train and place 
2000 lay missioners during this 
quadrennium. A lay missioner is a 
person who has had a personal 
experience with Christ and who 
has leadership abilities, an appre
ciation and understanding of 
Hispanic culture, and knowledge 

of the church. A lay missioner 
must be willing to receive training 
and to work on a team with a pas
tor-mentor in developing a con
gregation, a faith community, or a 
community ministry. Most lay 
missioners are volunteers. Some 
may receive funds for their 
expenses. A few may actually be 
employed full- or part-time. 

Many trained lay missioners 
are already working with pastors 
to develop new congregations or 
faith communities in California, 
New Mexico, and Texas. A few are 
working with an existing Hispanic 
local church in a small town. A 
few lay missioners, having under
gone the training, decided to enter 
the ordained ministry. They have 
continued their studies and are 
now considered local pastors. 

Pastor-Mentor 
A pastor-mentor is an ordained 

person who works in a superviso
ry capacity on a team with lay 
missioners. In a project related to 
congregational development, such 
as the start of a faith community 
or a new congregation, the pastor
mentor provides the sacramental 
aspect of the ministry and 
assumes other pastoral functions 
that a lay missioner cannot do. In 
a project that is more related to 

community ministries, a layperson 
may serve as a supervising mentor 
to a lay missioner. 

The General Agencies 
Four program boards are collab

orating both to develop and to test 
the curriculum for teams of lay 
missioners and pastor-mentors. 
The National Hispanic Plan made 
a number of recommendations to 
each of the general agencies, par
ticularly the program agencies
the General Board of Church and 
Society, the General Board of 
Discipleship, the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry, 
and the General Board of Global 
Ministries-to formulate specific 
program responses to the plan . 
The General Conference approved 
channeling the program funds of 
the plan to these agencies. 

The General Board of 
Discipleship has the task of coor
dinating (with the other three pro
gram boards) the development 
and production of resources and 
curriculum for pastor-mentors 
and lay missioners. The Board of 
Discipleship has called a series of 
consultations involving Hispanic 
leaders and other experts to 
design three modules of curricu
lum for lay missioners. It will also 
identify and produce resources 
related to the curriculum. Several 
centers, seminaries, and institu
tions throughout the United States 
are in the process of testing the 
modules this year. 

One recommendation to the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
is to recruit, train, seek financial 
support for, and place 25 full-time 
persons in Hispanic ministries dur
ing the current quadrennium. On 
November 28, 1993, the first five 
such persons were commissioned 
in Atlanta as missionaries for the 
National Plan for Hispanic 
Ministries. This was the final step 
in the process of recruiting, train
ing, and placing these missionaries. 
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The five missionaries include 
four clergy and one diaconal min
ister. They represent five annual 
conferences. These missionaries 
and their placements are: Rev. 
Aida Beltran Gaitan, Hispanic 
congregational developer in the 
North Georgia Conference; Rev. 
Augusto Giron, pastor from the 
North Texas Conference in 
Oklahoma City; Rev. Mario 
Rodriguez, a minister from the Rio 
Grande Conference assigned to a 
developing ministry in Scotts 
Bluff, Nebraska; Jeanie Trevifio
Teddlie, missionary in new church 
growth and development for 
Hispanic ministry in the Central 
Texas Conference; and Rev. Aida 
Walker, a pastor assigned to a 
developing ministry located in the 
Alabama-West Florida Conference. 

In response to another one of 
the plan's recommendations, the 
General Board of Global 
Ministries has begun training a 
number of consultant-trainers in 
Hispanic ministries. They will be 
available to assist conferences, dis
tricts, or clusters of churches inter
ested in developing or evaluating 
Hispanic ministries. A dozen such 
consultant-trainers received an 
orientation last October in El Paso, 
Texas. Some of them have already 
gone to conferences and districts 
that requested trainers. 

The General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry has 
responded to the plan's recom
mendation through the Division 
of Ordained Ministry by continu
ing to provide funding for a Lay 
Missioner School at Perkins School 
of Theology and a new Course of 
Study School (in Spanish) at 
Claremont School of Theology . 
Through the Division of Diaconal 
Ministry, GBHEM will develop a 
model for offering certification 
studies by extension in collabora
tion with certain training centers 
for lay missioners . Through the 
Division of Higher Education, the 

Board will provide internships so 
that college and seminary students 
can engage in campus-ministry 
outreach to Hispanic students. 

The General Board of Church 
and Society collaborates in the 
design and implementation of cur
riculum for teams of lay mission
ers and pastor-mentors as part of 
its response to the plan's recom
mendations . In addition, this 
Board plans a number of training 
events for clergy and laity to 
develop ministries with children 
and youth and ministries on drugs 
and violence, justice for migrant 
workers, health-care policy, and 
peace with justice. It will also pro
vide internships on environmental 
justice and on youth concerns. 

Challenge Fund for Hispanic 
Ministries 

As previously mentioned, the 
General Conference approved the 
creation of a National Hispanic 
Ministries Challenge Fund as a 
General Advance Special. The 
purpose of the fund is to support 
the development of congregation
al and community ministries in 
Hispanic communities in the 50 
states and Puerto Rico. Its goal is a 
total of $4 million for the quadren
nium, or an average of $1 million 
per year, 1992-96. 

The General Board of Global 
Ministries will allocate the funds 
that are raised in consultation 
with the Committee on Hispanic 
Ministries. Criteria, procedures for 
application, and application forms 
will be available this spring. The 
plan specifies that the grants from 
the Challenge Fund are to be 
made on a matching basis, nor
mally on a ratio of 1 to 1. The 
Board will be processing applica
tions this summer in order to allo
cate grants by the fall. Some funds 
have already been received, but 
much more needs to be done to 
promote the Challenge Fund at 
the annual-conference level. 
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Various strategies are being 
suggested to annual conferences 
to promote the Challenge Fund. 
Last September, for example, the 
Nebraska Conference episcopal 
leader, Bishop Joel N. Martinez, 
called his conference leaders to a 
dinner. The purpose of the fund 
was explained and the opportuni
ty for developing Hispanic min
istries was envisioned. As a result, 
more than $11,000 was pledged to 
the Challenge Fund, over $6,000 of 
which was received that evening. 
Additional pledges have been 
received since. 

New Paradigms 
The implementation of the 

National Plan on Hispanic 
Ministries represents both a great 
challenge and a unique opportuni
ty for The United Methodist 
Church to reach out to one of the 
fastest-growing ethnic groups in 
the United States. It is a challenge 
because it requires every confer
ence-especially ones with a 
rapidly growing Hispanic popula
tion-to seek effective ways to 
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with a population that is largely 
unchurched. It is a challenge 
because reaching Hispanics may 
require finding new paradigms for 
sharing that Gospel. But it is a 
unique opportunity because 
Hispanics will respond when peo
ple in our churches genuinely care 
about them and share God's love 
with them. It is an opportunity 
that God is giving our denomina
tion to put its faith into action, to 
be a church in mission in the 
United States as well as around 
the world. 0 

Jose L. Palos is Coordinator for the 
National Hispanic Plan in the 
National Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries . Earlier, he 
had served as the Coordinator of 
Congregational Development for the 
Rio Grande Conference. 
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ult, Part one of the "ABC's of Mission 
Ito Education and Service" (A-H) 
of appeared in the January-February 

ng. New World Outlook. This month's 
1en column covers the letters I-Q. 

The final section of the "ABC" list 
will appear in the May-June issue. 

You may think of other ways to 
.he educate about mission. Send 
1i suggestions to: Faye Wilson, The 
eaf General Board of Global 
ni- Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, 
is! Room 1319, New York, NY 10115. 
me 

/1-Create an Intercessory 
_I Prayer Chain on behalf of mis
sion. Make a list of the various 

a mission programs and emphases 
la- in which your church is involved. 
t You may write each concern on a 
is large-sized index card. Then ask 
1ly, individuals or families to choose 
ge one program each and to covenant 
ay, to pray for a week for that min

a 
t 

istry and the persons involved. 
The intercessory prayer chain 
could continue over a period of a 
month. Each Sunday, church 
members with index cards would 
return them to a designated spot 
and others would pick up a card 
and pray for that program in the 
forthcoming week. 

2-Create a mission Jigsaw 
Puzzle. Mission posters can 

e mounted on heavy-weight 
paper and cut into giant puzzle 
pieces. These puzzle pieces can be 
distributed to Sunday school 
classes. Each class would then 
have a "mission moment" to 
assemble its puzzle and to talk 
about the poster's theme. 

U -Create a Kite display. 
~Feature kites from different 
countries or from different regions 
of the United States. Alongside the 
kites, place facts about United 
Methodist mission in the region in 
which each kite originated. 

/}-Develop a Listening 
/-J Booth. A corner, shielded by 
a screen, can provide a spot where 
headphones and a cassette player 
may be placed. In this area, put 
tapes of mission minutes, music 
about mission, or music from mis
sion sites. The booth also might be 
staffed by members of the mission 
committee who could talk to inter
ested persons about mission 
opportunities. 

-Stroll down Memory 
Lane by creating a bul-

et oard and photo display of 
highlights of the church's mission 
outreach. This display might 
include pictures of congregation 
members attending the conference 
school of Christian mission, serv
ing in work camps, or working in 
local outreach ministries, such as 
food pantries and homeless shel
ters. It also might include photos 
and letters from missionaries and 
deaconesses with whom a church 
has a partnership of prayer and 
financial support. 

A. 1-For a month, hang an 
/ V arrangement of Nets in the 
fellowship hall or sanctuary. Each 
Sunday, feature a different "catch 
of the day" by highlighting a mis
sion emphasis. Decorate the nets 
with paper or plastic fish and 
crabs to add visual appeal. Print 
Bible references about nets and 

fishing on giant index cards and 
place them in the nets as well. 

0 -Highlight mission 
Opportunities. In addition 

to recruiting for full-time mission 
service, periodically invite people 
to serve in mission in conjunction 
with community or conference 
mission programs. Check to see if 
any work teams need specially 
skilled individuals. Highlight vari
ous kinds of work sites where vol
unteers might serve, including a 
Shalom Zone or a saving station. 

-Hold a Penny Rally for 
mission projects. Each par

t p nt would contribute a penny 
to remember a significant personal 
milestone. For example, you could 
give a penny for every pound you 
weigh, for every year you have 
lived (your age), or for how many 
days you have been illness-free. 
Although this activity will not 
raise a large sum of money, it will 
enable people to make a gift to 
mission through a particular 
memory. 

-Create a mission Quilt . 
Have each church commit

t esign a square that tells how 
its work contributes to mission 
education and mission service. For 
instance, the choir square might 
show some musical notes and the 
words: "We've a song to be sung 
to the nations ." If a qui 1 ter is 
available, transfer these designs to 
fabric and make a quilt that can be 
displayed, raffled, or sold a t a 
bazaar. Otherwise, make squares 
from construction paper and 
assemble a paper quilt that can be 
displayed in the church. 0 
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COMING IN NEW 
WORLD ounooK 
May-June 1994: 
The Geographic Mission 
Study Issue, African Churches 
Speak, featuring: a Primer on 
the United Methodist Church in 
sub-Saharan Africa; articles by 
L. Luhahi (Overview), Z. Uqueio 
(Mozambique), P. Marubitoba 
(Nigeria), the Rev. Muwanga 
(Uganda), and the Rev. Tati 
(Zimbabwe); an interview with 
Fawsi Guleid of Somalia; and a 
photo essay on churches in 
Zimbabwe, Kenya, and S. Africa. 

July-August 1994: 
An Asia-Latin America Issue, 
with coverage of the Philippines, 
the China Program, Volunteers 
in Mission in Malaysia, a Korean 
UM pastor trained at Japan's 
Asian Rural lnstitut~lus UM 
projects in Mexico, CIEMAL's 
25th anniversary, a children's 
ministry in Chile, and more! 

Photo/Art Credits: Cover, 5, 7-9-
Cathie Lyons • 5-6 (map and 
chart) reprinted by permission of 
The Dallas Morning News : Don 
Huff • 11-14-Paul Jeffrey • 16-
John C. Goodwin • 17-courtesy 
Atlantic Street Center, Seattle, WA 
• 18-John C. Goodwin • 19-
courtesy Audrey Dunlap, Detroit 
Conference • 20-courtesy Wesley 
Community Centers, Atlanta, GA 
• 21-courtesy Frankford Group 
Ministry, Philadelphia, PA • 22 
(map)-Stephen Sohl • 23-(top) 
K Karpen; (bottom) Christie R. 
House • 24-25-Dan Habib/ 
Impact Visuals • 26-(top) 
Edward C. Horne; (middle) K 
Karpen; (bottom) Christie R. 
House • 28-countesy Richard 
and Holley Haymaker • 29-
Donna Binder /Impact Visuals • 
30-(left) Robert Fox/Impact 
Visuals; (right) Rick Reinhard/ 
Impact Visuals • 31-Jerome 
DeVine • 32-Chris Exley, youth 
illustrator • 33-34-John Exley • 
36, 38-39-Edward C. Horne • 
37-(top) Barbara J. Simon; (bot
tom) Edward C. Horne • 41-
courtesy Jose Palos • 44-Don 
Small. 

Your Investment 
in Mission 

The 
United 
Methodist 
Development 
Fund 
Helping to Build Churches 
Form of Note Minin1um Investment Rate)~ 

4 yeartenn $100 5.25% 

1 year term $100 3.50% 

Flexible $100 2.50o/o 

I.R.A. $100 5.25% 
Effective date 4/ 1/94 *Rates subject to change 

Respond now by calling or writing for a copy of the Offering Circular: 
The United Methodist Development Fund, Room 320, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY 10115. 

Telephone (212) 870-3856 or 1-800-862-8633. 

Notes may be purchased for as little as $100. Available only to United Methodist indi
viduals, local churches, clubs, organizations, boards or agencies. Be a part of the 
growth of our church into the next century, while pursuing your own personal invest
ment goals. 

The Fund's sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist Church 
by providing first mortgage loans to churches. 

This is not an offer of sale. All offerings are made only by the Offering Circular. 
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MISSION MAGAZINE 
General Board of Global Ministries half-hour news video program 
with exciting stories of United Methodists putting faith into action. 

Stories you'll see in the NEW pring 1994 Edition: 

• Healing in the midst of chaos. United Methodi t om mitt e on Relief (ln1 R) r pon e to 
the ALIF R IA EARTHQUAKE and the MIDWE T FLOOD . 

• United Methodists help children affected by nuclear te t ing. From the country o 
Kazakh tan come the tory of children you will ne er want to forg t ... THE HILDRE. F. YA • z. 

• Youth Empowerment Strategies: Y.E. . A group of young p ople from aero th ountry pro
vid u with a look into their futur and what it take to b a 1 ad r . 

• The N ATIONAL Hr PANTC PLAN work to tr ngthen multicultural ti 

• We'll cov r th many a p ct of Unit d M thodi t work in th c ntral ncan country Burundi 
and th h aling taking place aft rad adl coup. 

Each half-hour vid o i 19.95 plu 3.00 hippmg and handling. To ord r your v1d o, 
Jenean Jon , B M, Room 1333, 4 7 Riv r id Dri , 1 fY, 1 11- or all (212) 7 
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YOU CAN HELP. .. 

• Estimates of damage are $30 billion. This makes it the 
most costly disaster in U.S. history. 

• 25 thousand people are homeless. 
•At least 40 churches sustained damage; 4 congregations 

cannot worship in their sanctuaries; 20 others are awaitin 
official inspection to determine safety zones; and several 
preschools have been canceled. 

• United Methodists are ministering to the displaced by 
offering: soup kitchens; breakfast programs; shower facili 
ties; parking lots and classrooms for temporary housing 
space; food and water distribution and clean-up services. 

United •ethodfsts already at work/ You can 
contribute to this special appeal established 
to benefit eczrthqualce llfctfrns. 

UMCOR Advance #901330-8 

Material resources may also be donated. Call 1-800-
554-8583 fQr general information or for a list of items 
acc8Pb1D11r9•mJ10t (phones staffed 8 am to 5 


