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Mission Witness
Mission service and evangelistic witness are spotlighted in the six
articles that follow. Gulfside Assembly in Mississippi, which began
as a gathering place for Black Methodists, celebrates its 70th anniversary August 13-15. Raymond Breaux recounts Gulfside's hallowed
history, and Marian Martin envisions Gulfside 30 years in the future.
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Whitfield, now in Zimbabwe, and of the lifelong mission service that
grew out of their "Love at First Sight."
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Global Gathering report in your July-August New World Outlook.
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·stian in

by James M. Wall

The American
public is far more
religious than the
secular media will
acknowledge.

11

11

George and Barbara Bush pray during a
Sunday service at Camp David,
Maryland, in Ja nua ry 1991 . (AP/Wide
World Photos)

During his 1988 ca mpaign for the
P residency, George Bush talked
abou t his experience of floating in
the Pacific Ocean after hi s plane
was shot d own in World War II.
H is wo rd s are those o f a m a n
looking back al mos t 50 years, so
w e s ho uld no t h ol d him to
ab so lute accura cy ab o u t h is
tho u g hts on th a t occasion. But
what he said is revealing:
"I was fl oating around in a little
yellow raft, setti ng a reco rd for
paddling . I though t of my famil y,
m y m o m and d a d , and th e
strength I g o t fro m th e m . I
thought of my fai th, the separation
of church and state." 1
It is not George Bu sh 's fault
that, in h is attempt to be speci fi c
about h is religio u s feeli n gs, h e
resorts to Thomas Jefferson's concept o f the First Ame nd ment to
the Constitution as a "wa ll" separating chu rch from sta te. No one
1. Bushisms, compiled by the editors of
The New Republic, 1992, p. 41.

Faith: Public or Personal?
During the 1992 campaign, I called
a staff member of one of the candidates to get some background on
that cand idate's religi ou s faith .
The staffer, an older attorney, was
reluctant to answer my questions,
insisting that the candidate's faith
was a "personal matter."

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARC H-APRIL 1993

4

..

really believes that frightened
young naval pilot Bush was thinking of Thomas Jeffer son at that
moment. I doubt that even the
mature George Bush believes it.
But we can assume that Mr. Bush
was trying to express how he felt
about hi s religious faith as he
fl oated in the Pacific Ocean. Like
most Americans of his generation
and religious tradition, he was not
comfortable speaking in public
abo ut the meaning of his faith.
The fault is not hi s alone. It lies
more in the reticence that his religiou s tradition imparted to him
and in the secularity of the society
to which he was speaking.
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This staff member viewed religion as something we do in our
separate, meditative momentsan understanding of religion that
is prevalent in secular America
and in much of mainline religion .
This view of faith as " personal" is
reflected in the manner in which
the mature Geo rge Bu sh looked
back on a life-changing moment in
the Pacific Ocean. Like Michael
Dukakis, his 1988 Democratic
opponent, who was described by
author Garry Wills as our " most
secular presidential candidate in
this century," George Bush was
unea sy with personal religiou s
language in public.
But unlike Dukakis, Bush was
politically pragmatic when he connected with a segment of the
American Christian communitythe fundamentalist evangelical
Chri stians-on specific political
issues . Thus we had the anomaly
of a reserved Epi scopal layman
s peaking of "moral " issues-like
abortion, homosexuality, pornography, and prayer in the schoolsin surface terms that reflected the
fundamentali s ts' pers pec t iv e.
These were simplifications that the
secular media could translate easily into soundbites.
The Chri s tian C o al it io n , an
o rganization form ed o ut of Pat
Ro be rtso n' s un s u cc e ss ful 1988
pres id ential campa ign, received
considerable med ia coverage during the 1992 campaign becau se it
could id entify its absoluti st religi o u s pos iti on s with a po lit ica l
agenda. The Coalition sent more
than 300 delega tes to th e
Republican National Convention.
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The same group was heavily represented on the Republican platform committee, well out of
proportion to its actual numbers.
According to political observers, it
shaped the convention program to
highlight speeches by supporters
of the fundamentalist Christian
agenda, including Robertson and
columnist Pat Buchanan.
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Absolutism or Complexity?
On the other hand, those
Christians who view moral problems . as complex-not easily
reduced to simple solutionsrefuse to give either-or answers to
complicated moral questions. Is
abortion right or wrong? The funda men tali st Christian will say,
without hesitation, wrong. Others,
less absolutist in outlook, will
counter with the assertion that one
does not have to "favor" abortion
to understand that it may be the
best choice in a given situation.
The election of Bill Clinton and
Al Gore, both Southern Baptists,
introduces onto the national scene
two leaders who, while religious
in sensibility, are not absolutist in
practice. Gore, for example, holds
strong convictions on issues affecting the environment. But he recognizes the need to balance
environmental protection with
economic development.
Both Clinton and Gore belong
to one of the country's more conservative evangelical communities-a community in which sin is
considered a reality. The two men
are part of the more moderate
wing of the Southern Baptist
Convention. But even the moder-

Above: Bill, Chelsea, and Hillary Clinton at an f.aster sunrise service, 1992. (RNS)

ate wing recognizes the sinful
condition of all humankind, an
understanding that creates a sensitivity to the complexity of political issues.
As we enter this new political
era in Washing ton , we should
acknowledge that the religious
community has been remiss in
recent decades in allowing the
secular media to determine the
terms of our public dialogue on
religion and politics. Under the
pretense of remaining neutral in
this pluralistic society, secular
media have been eager to deal
with religion through the simple,
absolutist categories preferred by
fundamentalist Christians.
Religious Sensibility
When we step back and look at
religious commitment, we discover that we do not exhaust our
understanding of an individual's
religious faith through external
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measurements. Church membership, atten . ance at worship, and
moral decision making may be
categories that express religious
commitment. But they are still
only surface manifestations of an
"inward and spiritual grace."
Each of us has a moral center.
That center has a source which
determines how we will view the
world, ourselves, and our decision
making. It is really that simple, as
Ross Perot might say. How does
this affect our understanding of
religion and politics? Some politicians are better at describing the
source of their moral center than
others . But one thing is certain:
contemporary media are incapable
of describing that center . The
media's one-dimensional, secular
stance leaves them without language to measure the congruity
(or incongruity) of religious sensibility with its translation into
moral decision making.
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Above: Young naval pilot George Bush
was only 20 in 1944 when his plane was
shot down . Was he really thinking about
"the separation of church and state"?
(AP/Wide World Photos)

When presidential candidate
Bill Clinton spoke on "The Values
of America" at Notre Dame
University on September 11, 1992,
he gave what one of his campaign
aides described as a "defining
speech ." Fred Barnes said this
speech revealed the candidate as
"an unabashed Christian and a
man of strong religious sensibility." Writing in The New Republic
(November 9, 1992), Barnes
termed the address "one of
Clinton's more substantive
speeches of the campaign," but
added that it did not generate
much national press attention.
Barnes, a regular on PBS's
McLaughlin Report, is an evangelical Christian . This is a commitment that he does not seek to hide.
He sees religion as "the stealth
issue of the [1992] presidential
race"-an issue that probably had
more influence on the outcome
than any other issue "except the
economy."
Barnes recalled that when Bill
Clinton appeared on VISN, an
ecumenical Chris tian cable network, he spoke with ease of his
faith, which, he said, "enabled me
to keep living and keep going and
keep doing things." In another
televised appearance, Clinton told

6
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Judy
Woodruff
of
the
MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour that
"like other people, I have had
crises in my life, personal crises,
personal failures-the sense that I
had let myself and others down,
the sense that maybe I'd never be
the person God wanted me to be."
In thi confessional mode,
Clinton was using language that
came naturally to a person with
his evangelical background . He
was speaking, Fred Barnes
believes, "in a seemingly genuine
way." To contrast Clinton's high
comfort level with religious language with George Bush's stiff reference to the separation of church
and state is not to say that Clinton
is a man of deeper moral conviction than Bush. But it does indicate that Clinton relates more
effectively than Bush to a public
that is far more "religious" than
the secular media is willing to
acknowledge.
Faith and Political Action
The religious sensibility of politicians is finally not to be judged
solely in terms of positions taken

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 1993

.. _........... - .....

~

..

"

- -· -

~

. .... . . .....

.

..

. .

..

'

.

.

.

.

.

.

Al Gore and Bill Clinton (above-AP/Wide
World Photos) are of a generation that
finds it easier to express personal emotion.
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Clinton and Gore
are leaders
shaped by a
religious tradition
that insists on
relating the
"being" offaith
with the "doing"
of political action.
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Below: The Clintons at the Democratic Convention. (Donna Binder, Impact Visuals)
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on controversial issues. Those
positions do reveal how a politician approaches decision making,
and they are certainly one valid
measure of inner beliefs. But it is
important to remember that political decisions involve choices
between ambiguous options. That
means one person's moral center
can lead to a decision quite different from a decision emanating
from a different moral center in
someone else.
In our culture there are many
varieties of religious expressionfar more than the drafters of our
Constitution could have anticipated when they established what
came to be called "the separation
of church and state." But there are
two stipulations about religion in
the First Amendment to the
Constitution: one that guarantees
that no single religion shall be
given preference over another and
a second that protects our right to
express religious faith in both
public and private settings. The
"wall of separation" is porousclosed to a state-imposed religion
but open to the powerful shaping

influence of the religious commitment of our citizens and leaders.
Bill Clinton and Al Gore, both
in their mid-forties, come to
power out of a generation in
which men find it easier to express
personal emotion. This is one of
the better legacies of the 1960s cultural revolution. But in addition to
this generational background,
Clinton and Gore are leaders
shaped by a religious tradition
that insists on the importance of
relating the "being" of faith with
the "doing" of political action.
In his Notre Dame address,
referring to "the values behind"
his "vision of America," Clinton
said: "My faith is a source of pride
to me. But far, far more important,
it is a source of humility, because
it teaches that none of us is a
stranger to sin and weakness. It is
a source of hope because it teaches
that each of us is capable of
redemption. And it is a source of
challenge because it teaches that
we must all strive to live according to our beliefs."
Will the new President govern
the nation out of a moral center
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that is informed by his religious
faith? Because he is fallible, the
answer is, not always. But in his
Notre Dame speech, Bill Clinton
offered us a text for his administration when he said: "To the terrible question of Ca in-Am I my
brother's (and sister's) keeper?the only possible answer for us is
a thunderous yes."
It will be by the benchmark of
that "thunderous yes" that we will
be able to measure how effectively
the Clinton administration will
link religiously committed
"being" with problem-solving
"doing" in the White House. Two
new leaders have taken command
in Washington-shaped by the
1960s mood of personal openness
and by a religious faith that
believes we are all responsible for
one another. It is a hopeful beginning and a promising linkage of
politics with religious faith. 0

The Rev. fames M. Wall of
Chicago is a United Methodist clergyman and editor of the ecumenical
weekly The Christian Century.
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by Jean Caffey Lyles

"As a Christian, part of my obligation is to take action to
alleviate suffering. Explicit recognition of that in the
Methodist tradition is one reason I'm comfortable in this
church."
-Hillary Rodham Clinton
On January 20, Hillary Rodham
Clinton became the first member
of a Methodist denomination to
serve as First Lady of the United
States since the tum of the century.
Friends say the Clinton White
House contains a thoughtful theologian-in-residence with an active
prayer life and a strong social conscience. But in mid-September,
when she was interviewed by
United Methodist News Service,
Hillary Clinton was unwilling to
speculate on whether the position
of First Lady, if she occupied it,
would hinder public practice of
her Christian faith.
"I don't think a lot about that,"
the Democratic candidate's wife
said last fall regarding the outcome of the election. "It's kind of
li ke talking about a no-hit
game ... presumptuous," she said.
At that time First Lady of
Arkansas, Clinton had just given a
20-minute campaign speech, with-

out notes, to the senior class of
Whitney Young High School, a
Chicago magnet school for academically talented youth. Then she
had fielded questions. Now she
was headed back to Little Rock to
spend time with her daughter
Chelsea, 12, who was confirmed in
her mother's church last spring.
Mother and daughter are members of First United Methodist
Church of Little Rock.
Interviewed in the back seat of
a car on the way to Midway
Airport, the 45-year-old attorney
spoke of her Methodist heritage;
her enthusiasm for the theology of
John Wesley, Methodism's eighteenth-century founder; and the
choice she and her Southern
Baptist husband made to retain
their separate church affiliations.
Clinton said her family's
"Methodism went way back to the
days of the camp meetings and the
Wesleys."

Growing up in Park Ridge,
Illinois, a comfortable Chicago
suburb, Clinton was involved
from an early age in the First
Methodist Church there. She credits the Park Ridge church's youth
minister, the Rev. Donald Jones,
with helping shape her sense of
social responsibility. Jones, now
professor of social ethics at
United Methodist-related Drew
University, "introduced us to the
world outside Park Ridge," she
said, and to "how one keeps one's
faith in the face of difficult situations."
Jones, who has kept in touch
with Clinton, recalled in a telephone interview that she was a
bright 16-year-old who was already reading such theologians as
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Reinhold
Niebuhr, and Paul Tillich, "at least
in small bites."
Jones took the youth group into
downtown Chicago to hear Martin
Luther King, Jr., speak and introduced each youth to King. He also
set up conversations between the
suburban youth group and some
Black and Hispanic gang members. And he arranged for the
teens to baby-sit with the children
of migrant workers .
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"Prayer is a
very important
replenisher.
When Bill is home,
he prays with
Chelsea every night."
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"Having my eyes opened as a
teenager to other people and the
way they live certainly affected
me," Clinton said.
"As a Christian, part of my
obligation is to take action to alleviate suffering. Explicit recognition of that in the Methodist
tradition is one reason I'm comfortable in this church."
"My faith wasn't just my parents' passing on to me what they
wanted me to believe," she
stressed. "The church encouraged
me to think about my faith and to
question and challenge."
Clinton occasionally speaks in
churches on "Why l Am a United
Methodist." She said she finds
Methodism's "emphasis on personal salvation combined with
active applied Christianity" to be
a "practical method of trying to
live as a Christian in a difficult,
challenging world."
She referred to "that wonderful
old saying of Wesley's-I can't
quote it verbatim-'Do all the
good you can."' Wesley's rule continues: "by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can, in all the
places you can, at all the times you
can, to all the people you can, as
long as ever you can."

Quoting Wesley again, Clinton
said she is drawn to "a faith that is
based on 'Scripture, tradition,
experience, and reason.'"
A friend, the Rev. James M .
Wall of Chicago, who has worked
in several Democratic primary
campaigns, says Clinton "developed her faith in the social-action
era of the '60s and '70s and has
deepened that faith with a concern
for spirituality in the '90s."
"She embodies what is good
about United Methodism, combining faith with works," said Wall.

[See his article on page 4.-Ed.J
When the Clintons, who met at
Yale Law School, decided to
marry, both had "strong feelings
about our respective traditions,"
Hillary Clinton recalled . " We
spent a lot of time talking about
our religious faith and beliefs."
They have visited each other's
churches "a lot" and have exposed
Chelsea to both traditions.
"We, of course, think the most
important thing is your personal
relation ship with God . The
denomination you belong to is a
means of expressing that and
being part of a fellowship," she
said.
Before the campaign curtailed
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some of her church activities, she
did occasional lay preaching and
taught adult Bible classes-"not
every Sunday, but maybe a month
at a time."
"Prayer is a very important
replenisher," she affirmed . "When
Bill is home, he prays with
Chelsea every night. We say grace
at meals. When we cannot get to
church, we have a devotional."
Hymns also sustain Hillary
Clinton, and "Amazing Grace"
has become her favorite. "I love it.
It's such a great call."
On the campaign trail, she carried "a tiny little Bible that has
Proverbs, Psalms, and the New
Testament." She said she finds the
Bible "a never-ending well that I
can go to" for sustenance. Lately,
she has been reading modern journals and meditative works, including Epi scopal author Madeleine
L'Engle's A Circle of Quiet.
A former senior pastor of her
congregation, the Rev. Clint
Burleson of Little Rock said
Clinton will "bring her Christian
conviction into her public life
when she is First Lady."
He called Clinton "an outstanding member" who has been faithful in attendance, generou s in

9

Fascinating Facts ...

financial support, and "willing to
serve as often as her time permitted," including a term on the
church's administrative board.
He remarked on the couple's
"genuine interest in their daughter's spiritual life" and their commitment to see "that Chelsea was
in Sunday school even when they
were out of town."
The Rev. Edward Matthews,
the current senior pastor, said
Hillary Clinton likes to debate
"the hard questions abo ut abortion, capital punishment, and
homosexuality-often asking
questions and looking for reading
material."
Clinton praised her local
church for its commitment to
downtown Little Rock, its active
outreach programs-including
tutoring students and transporting
people to medical appointmentsand worship that includes good
music and preaching.
"Our minister s have thought
through the challenges of faith in
the modern age. I like to feel that
someone delivering the sermon
has really struggled with it."
She also expressed concern
about the denomination as a
whole. After reading And Are We
Yet Alive? by United Methodist
bishop Richard Wilke of Little
Rock, which urges revitalization
of the church, Clinton sent Jones
an annotated copy.
"I like Bishop Wilke's combination of evangelizing and social
conscience," she commented. "The
United Methodist Church for a
while neglected questions of personal salvation and evangelical
energy .... One needs to strike a balance ... .! think we' re getting back
into focus." 0

Jean Caffey Lyles is director of the
Evanston, Illinois, office of United
Methodist News Service.
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uft: Hillary Rodham Clinton in Little
Rock, November 3, 1992 (RNS). In banning smoking from the White House, she
follows in the activist footsteps of Lucy
Webb Hayes.

Hillary Clinton is the fifth member
of a Methodist church body to
serve as First Lady in the course of
U.S. history, according to Albert
Menendez, research director of
Americans for Religious Liberty in
Silver Spring, Maryland.
Her predecessors were Eliza
McCardle Johnson, wife of
Andrew Johnson (1866-1869); Julia
Dent Grant, wife of Ulysses S.
Grant (1869-1877); Lucy Webb
Hayes, wife of Rutherford B.
Hayes (1877-1881); and Ida Saxton
McKinley, wife of William B.
McKinley (1897-1901 ).
Eliza McCardle was 17 when
she married the 19-year-old
Andrew Johnson. He had no
schooling but had learned to read,
and it was Eliza who taught him
to write. As First Lady, she suffered from tuberculosis, so her
eldest daughter presided over the
White House.
Julia Dent Grant married her
brother's West Point roommate.
She is interred with her husband
Ulysses in Grant's Tomb in New
York City, across the street from
New World Outlook's offices.
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About Methodist
First Ladies
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Lucy Webb Hayes, the first
presidential wife to have a college
degree, was a highly committed
Methodist. She championed the
abolition of slavery, the legal prohibition of alcohol, and aid to the
poor. In fact, she was known as
"Lemonade Lucy" because she
banned alcoholic beverages from
the White House. She was also the
founder (in 1878) of the annual
Easter egg roll for children on the
White House lawn. Lucy and her
husband Rutherford faithfully
attended Foundry Methodist
Episcopal Church in Washington.
Ida Saxton McKinley, a
Presbyterian before her marriage,
was an invalid during most of her
husband's Presidency, suffering
from periodic seizures. William
McKinley was reared in the
Methodist Episcopal Church and
attended Sunday school regularly
as a child. According to one historical account, McKinley's mother had harbored high ambitions
for him. She had wanted him to
become a Methodist bishop!

-Jean Caffey Lyles & Alma Graham
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On the last night in January, thousands of faithful believers gathered
at the headquarters of the
Lubavitcher Jewish sect, located in
the racially troubled Crown
Heights section of Brooklyn.
It was a moment of high expectation. Many believed that the time
had come when it would be
revealed that God had chosen the
ailing, 90-year-old Lubavitcher
leader, Rebbe Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, as "Ha Moshiach," or
King Messiah.
Billboards were erected along
highways in Israel announcing the
Messiah's coming, and similar ads
were placed in Jewish newspapers
around the world. A Lubavitcher
group called the International
Campaign to Bring Moshiach had
sent daily global faxes with updated information concerning the
corning great day. Such technological promotion prompted one rabbi
to grumble: "If the rebbe were
actually revealed as Moshiach, you
would know about it without having to place an ad in the paper."
When Rebbe Schneerson
appeared at the Lubavitcher headquarters on that January night, he
had little to say. Having suffered a
stroke last spring, the rebbe is
nearly speechless and increasingly
infirm. A spokesman announced:
"The rebbe's participation in this
evening's services should not be
interpreted as anything to do with
a coronation."
A groan of disappointment and
dissatisfaction swept through the
crowd. One man was heard to say:
"He will come, he will come. If not
today, then surely tomorrow."
The expectant fervor that excited the Lubavitcher throngs in
Crown Heights was not unlike the
hopeful enthusiasm shared by
crowds assembled in Washington,
D.C., a few days earlier. Many who
flocked to the U.S. capital for the
weeklong inauguration festivities
had come sharing a secular mes-

Dr. Randolph Nugent
sianic expectation. Writing in The
Village Voice, James Ridgeway,
Marc Cooper, and Dan Bischoff
observed:
"There was a palpable feeling of
hope and optimism that flooded
over the Washington Mall as the
inaugural week kicked off on
Sunday, January 17 .. ..At the very
hour that $60 million in U.S. cruise
missiles were slamming into Iraq,
the largest gathering of antiRepublican Americans since the
nuclear freeze rally of 1982 had
materialized on the Washington
Mall to celebrate what we hoped
would be a sea change in America,
and yet no one thought to raise a
voice for peace ....
"Later that night...we watched
star bursts of white light on the
TV ....We weren't viewing a· taped
replay of the gala fireworks display .... We were silently witnessing, once again, the bombardment
of Baghdad."
As the new administration
began to settle into the practical
politics of governing, the distance
between campaign promises and
pragmatic possibilities became
unavoidably apparent. Jim
Hightower quoted a farmer and
Clinton supporter as saying: "I
don't mind losing when we lose,
but I hate losing when we win."
This issue of New World Outlook
appears at a moment when thousands of United Methodists are
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assembled in Indianapolis,
Indiana, for a Global Gathering. It
too is a high moment of expectant
celebration of our global mission.
But the examples of frustrated
"messianic expectation" provide
an important reminder.
The frustration of expectation
arises from the tendency to equate
word with deed . Neither the
proclamation of the Messiah's
coming nor the articulation of
promised political change are
alone able to bring into being
hoped-for realities. Words must be
effectuated by deeds-God's
action and our own.
Just as the Messiah will not
come by fax and political change
will not come only by promise,
mission evangelism will not be
accomplished by celebratory gathering alone. The visionary hope
that is embedded in both political
promise and mission gathering is
important. But the sufficiency of
vision is measured by the action
that it inspires.
"You are the salt of the earth,"
Jesus said to his disciples, "but if
salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? ...You are the
light of the world .. ..No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house." (Matthew 5:13-15)
The words of Jesus speak
directly to United Methodist disciples gathered in celebration of
global mission. We gather as those
who know in faith that God has
answered our messianic expectation. The Messiah has arrived, and
that good news is the impetus for
our mission evangelism. The larger
question is this: Will our Global
Gathering be a saltless celebration
held under the bushel basket of the
Hoosier Dome? Or will we be able
to leave Indianapolis for seasoned
evangelistic witness and mission
service that will truly be the light
of the world? 0
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Embracing Our Youth,
by Joycelyn Elders

"Too many of our
children are hungry,
homeless, healthless,
hugless, hopeless."

(The following article is excerpted
from a keynote address given by Dr.
Joycelyn Elders to the Institutional
Min istries Unit of the National
Program Division of the GBGM at
Rutherford, New Jersey, on November
17, 1991 . She was then director of the
Arkansas Department of Health. In
December 1992 , Dr. Elders was
appointed by President-elect Bill
Clinton to be Surgeon General of the
United States.)
We must come to grips with the
social problems that are destroying the health of our fine youth. In
1950, the major problems for children related to things like running
in the hall [and] chewing gum in
class .... In the 1990s, we are dealing
with a different set of problems.
Only 20 percent of the population is children, but that 20 percent represents 100 percent of our
future .... We've got to save all of
our children. We've been so busy
down the river pulling out bodies
that we haven't had time to go
upstream and fix the bridge.
The Unhealthy Five-H Club
Too many [of our children] are
members of what I call the Five-H
C lu b. Too many are hungry .

12

Every night in America, in this
country of plenty, children go to
bed hungry. Too many are homeless. More than a third of the
homeless are children. Too many
are healthless. Of the 37 million
Americans with no health insurance, a fourth of them are our children. Too many are hugless, with
nobody to care, nobody to love
them. Too many are hopeless-so
messed up [that they have] no
way of reaching their potential. If
every adult would save one child,
there wouldn't be any children in
America left to be saved!
Social Problems of the '90s
In 1970, one in seven children was

poor; in 1990, one in four-and if
they're Black, it's one in two. We
know that the children who grow
up in poverty are more likely to be
children born to children . We
know that children born to children in poverty make up 90 percent of our adult men in prison
between the ages of 19 and 29. Of
the children who are on welfare,
most were born to children.
Mental retardation is four times
higher in children who are poor.
Now we are even naming it the
mental retardation of poverty.
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Two-thirds of our high school
seniors have tried elicit drugs; 34
percent use them regularly. Fifty
percent of our 12-to-17-year-olds
consume more than a six-pack of
beer a week. Thirty-nine percent
of our children by the age of 14
have tried smoking. Children who
smoke at home are likely to consume alcohol. They are far more
likely [than nonsmokers] to use
marijuana [and] cocaine.
The problem of homicide and
suicide is increasing every day. In
America today, only one out of
five young Black men will ever
grow up to be able to support a
family. Two out of five will be lost
to drugs and alcohol. One out of
five will be killed by homicide-Black-on-Black violence. One out
of five will end up in prison .
We've got more young Black men
in prison today than we've got in
college. The average cost of keeping one prisoner in prison for one
year is $27,500. We could send
them to Harvard for less than we
pay to keep them in prison. But
[prison is] how we choose to
spend our money.
[Large percentages of] our
young Black men and our Native
American men are functionally
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illiterate. That means they can' t
read a menu or a road map . We
bury a third of our children alive
because we fail to prepare them
for the world of work.
One in six of all our children
from 15 to 19 will have a sexually
transmitted disease every year.
AIDS has increased more than 40
times in the past two years in the
most valuable resource we'll ever
have: our children. We know in
this country that one in 10 of our
young women will have a pregnancy every year . And yet we
refuse to educate our children. We
feel that we can legislate morals
rather than teach responsibility.
When we look at the problem
of abuse, we find that 18 percent
of our young women and 13 percent of our young men have been
abused before the age of 20 .... In
Arkansas, we wouldn't even pass
a law to say that children-girls 14
and under who become pregnant-have to be evaluated for
child abuse. I was told, "Dr.
Elders, what if they' re lying? "
How can you lie when you're 14
and pregnant? You've been
abused by somebody!
What we do is protect the
abusers and accuse the children.

That, to me, is a major problem.
We had a 13-year-old who was
about 7 or 8 months pregnant
when we saw her for the first time
in the clinic. We wanted to know
who the father was. She said,
"Well, do I have to tell?" Finally,
she decided that she would . "I
want you to know," she said, "it's
my grandfather." And, she said,
"He's using my 8-year-old sister
and my 11-year-old sister, too."
What do we do about it? Do we
let it go? We know that children
who've been ab used grow up to
be abusers . Fifty percent of children born to teenagers will themselves be teenage parents. Up to
half of them will never finish high
school, and only 2 percent will
ever go to college. Why don't we
do the things that are needed? We
say we can ' t afford it-that we
don' t ha ve enough money . We
have enough money to bail out the
savings and loan s. We ha v e
enough money to spend a billion
dollars a day in the Persian Gulf.
But we don't have enough money
to save our children.
If we'd s pent a s much time
arguing about what we can do to
prevent pregnancy as we've spent
talking about abortion, we would
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have found a way .... We have people who go aro und talking about
how they love life and they're prolife. In Arkansas, I deal with them.
They love little children as long as
they' re in somebody else's womb.
You ask them about welfare, and
they' re agai nst welfare. You ask
a bo ut Medi caid, and they're
against Medicaid. They're against
all of the things that they need to
help children. They love little children as long as they don't have a
pull on the pocketbook. Yet they
say that they are pro-life. If you're
19 with 5 children and no running
water and no food in the refrigerator, that's not my definition of living! You're already dead.
Six Strategies for Change
What are some of the strategies for
cha nge? Single measures wo n ' t
w ork; they' ve got to be mul tidime nsional, long-term, in tensive.
And we've got to start early. Here
are six th ings we mus t do if we
want to make a difference.
The first thing is that we've got
to ha ve early chil dhood edu cation. We know that children who
have ea rl y ch ild hood education
are 85 percent more likely to finish
hi g h school [a nd] go to college.
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They are 50 percent less likely to
be teen parents. They are 45 percent less likely to require financial
aid later on. When I mention early
childhood education, I'm ta lking
abou t someone w h o ca n read to
ch ildren, talk to ch ildren, teach
them their name, coloring, and
other basic th ings. But we know
that man y yo ung parents .. .do n't
d o any of these things. [Their children] end up in kindergarten or
fir st grade and don' t know their
name or their colors. Immediately
we find out that they can' t co mpete; they're already three yea rs
behind. And they can't catch up .
We know that children are half as
tall as they'll ever be by the time
they' re three. They know half as
much as they'll ever know by the
ti me they're four. Their hope, will,
and d rive have been determined
by the time they're five. So when I
say w e ' re g oi ng to impac t ch ildren, w e've go t to start early to
make a d ifference ....
The second thing that I've been
a bo ut has been comprehensive
health education in school, from
kinde rg a r te n th ro ugh twe lfth
grade. Yo u can teach kindergartners that there a re certain places
nobody is supposed to touch. You
can teach kinderga rtne rs to feel
good a bo ut themse lv e s a nd to
make responsible decisions.
W hat [peo p le say] sh o ul d be
taught in the home is being taught
in the home. But look at w here we
are. We all h ave agreed th a t it
should be taught at chu rch. But 52
percent o f o ur childr e n a re
unchu rched. Who's going to teach
those children? And w ha t abo ut

14
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the s mall churches that can't
afford a health educator? We've
got to make sure [health education
is] available to all children.
I've been told, if we teach [sex
educa tion] to them, they'll do it.
They're al ready doing it. We have
the highest birthrate to children in
the indu strialized world . We' ve
got the highest pregnancy rate, the
highest abortion rate ....
You spend in this country $22
billion a year [in Aid to Families
W ith Dependent Children] for
teenagers and families started by
teenagers. We in Arkansas spend
$100 million . And what have we
bought? We buy poverty, we buy
ign orance, we buy enslavement.
We fa il to do the things we need
to d o to make a difference.
The third thing I've been about
is educating our parents. Our parents ha ve will but they have no
skill s. We must teach them how to
teach their children. We demand a
licensed electrician to work on our
electrical sys tem, or a licensed
plumber to unstop the commode.
But yo u don' t have to have any
kind of license to be a parent, the
most valuable job you' ll ever do.
The fourth th ing I've been
about is male responsibility.
We've not taught our young men
to be res pon sible. In Arkansa s,
we're putting the [father' s] Social
Security card number on the birth
certificate . [Fo r parents who do
n o t prov ide s upp o rt,] we are
ready to [garnishee] 17 percent of
their salary off the top until their
child gets to be 18. Now we've got
tw o p eo ple w o rried about the
p roblem ra ther than just one.
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The fifth thing I've been about
is comprehensive, school-based
heal th services: clinics providing
sex education and contraceptive
services in schools. These services
[need to be] where the children
are. Twenty percent of our popu1a tion is in school every day.
These services are convenient and
competent. They're affordable and
age-appropriate ....
[Critics] carry on about the condom is s ue-about passing out
contraceptives. I remind them that
no President would ever say that
he's investing in defense weapons
to fight a war. He says he's investing in defense weapons to protect
our co untry. I'd nev er give out
condom s for sex purposes. I' d
pass out condoms to protect children from AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases, and pregnancy.
The sixth thing I've been about
is college education or career
opportunity. All bright, healthy
people who make good grades
and want to go to college should
have that opportunity.
Pacesetters for the Nation
Our role, as religious and
Christian leaders, is to be the
pace setters for the rest of the
nation. I feel that with God's
power and all of us working
together, nothing is impossible.
We've got to be aware of the
problem s and develop action
plans. We've got to have courage.
We've got to educate ourselves,
educate our leadership, educate
our community, educate our
churches. The United Methodist
Church, the United Methodist
Women, the ministers, have been
most supportive. They passed resolutions and came out in support
of the things that I've been about
on days when nobody even wanted to admit they knew Dr. Elders.
We mu s t be able to visualize
the future so we can equip our
children to face it. We've got to
send o ur children out with a
v ision in their eyes, a voice in
their ears, a sword in their hand,
and a song in their heart. 0
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METHODISM MULTIPLIES
Among Earth's 5 1/2 billion people, 29 million are
Methodists, reports the new Handbook of Information
of the World Methodist Council. In the past 30 years,
membership has increased by 10 million-multiplying in Africa (from 1.1millionin1962 to 5.4 million in
1992), Asia (from 1.2 million to 5.2 million), Latin
America (from 178,600 to 1.4 million), and the Pacific
(from 473,500 to 1.2 million). Membership fell slightly
in North America (from 15.36 million to 15.33 million) but dropped by a third in Europe (from 946,000
to 633,068).
SHALOM ZONE UPDATE
Los Angeles "is the center of the Third World," said
United Methodist Bishop Felton E. May, who met
there January 21-24 with 11 other members of the
churchwide Shalom Zone Committee. The 1992
General Conference called for the creation of "shalom
zones" as part of a physical, social, and spiritual
rebuilding of Los Angeles after the 1992 riots. "We
saw the effects of the hurricanes of cocaine, poverty,
and violence," Bishop May said. Because the situation is "a natural disaster, in terms of people," the
committee is seeking funding through the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).
MISSION IN MOSCOW
After a January 21 meeting in Moscow between
United Methodist delegates and Russian Orthodox
Church leaders-including Patriarch Alexy II-representatives of both denominations recommended a
joint committee for further ecumenical dialogue. The
purpose will be "to discuss our mutual ministries and
interests" in the Commonwealth of Independent
States, explained Dr. Randolph Nugent, General
Secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries
(GBGM), who attended the meeting. Bishop Ruediger
Minor's leadership of the Eurasia Area, including the
new United Methodist mission in the C.l.S., should
help bring order to United Methodist work in the
region, Dr. Nugent added.
Meanwhile, "Religious Digest," a GBGM-sponsored ecumenical radio program in Moscow, is negotiating for broadcast on a channel with a potential
listening audience of 90 million. A project of the
Mission Education and Cultivation Program
Deparbnent, "Religious Digest" has acquired a new
studio, expanded from one weekly broadcast in
Russian to two, and added an English version.
CRISIS IN ZAIRE
The homes of United Methodist bishops and missionaries in Zaire were looted as rioting continued in
early February. Looters, mainly soldiers, ransacked
the homes of two bishops: Bishop Onema Fama in

Kinshasa (he was in the United States) and Bishop
Ngoy Wakadilo in Kamina (he fled by road to safety).
Missionary residences in Kamina also were ransacked. The missionaries were flown to safety in
Kafakumba by the "Wings of the Morning" aviation
program.
SIGHT BITES
• Fifteen new United Methodist missionaries,
including two from the Korean Methodist Church in
Seoul, were commissioned in December. They will
serve in Algeria, Burundi, Chile, England, Japan,
Russia, Tanzania, Venezuela, and the United States
(in Native American ministry).
• Two United Methodists-Bishop Melvin G.
Talbert (San Francisco) and the Rev. James M. Wall
(editor of The Christian Century)-were among the
officials of the National Council of Churches meeting
with Clinton transition team members in Washington
on January 5.
• Forty Native American leaders, including the Rev.
Sam Wynn, a Lumbee of Fayetteville, N.C., told UM
church leaders that the diversity of Native Americans
and their living situations may require a number of
models for ministry. About 17,500 Native Americans
are United Methodists.
• "One thousand tablets of penicillin cost only $21,"
said Jay Holland, an Arkansas UM physician who
initiated a statewide project to send medical supplies
to Somalia. "Twenty tablets will save one child's life.
One bottle will save 500 people's lives." Somalia
relief contributions may be made to UMCOR
Advance #179438-3.
• Contributions to UMCOR more than doubled in
1992 (to $19.2 million from $9.4 million in 1991), in
large part because of Hurricane Andrew donations.
DEATHS Sallie Elizabeth Carroll, a retired missionary with 30 years of service in Japan, died on
November 27, 1992, at the age of 94 ... Florence E. Bell,
a retired missionary with 11 years of service, died on
December 16, 1992 ...Sarah Edith Bennett, a retired
missionary with 35 years of service (including 28
years in Brazil), died on December 23, 1992... Dorothy
B. Farmer, a retired missionary with 4 years of service
in central Zaire, died on December 26, 1992, at the
age of 98 ...June P. Kerr, a retired missionary with 5
years of service in China, died on December 29, 1992,
at the age of 97 ... Dorothy E. Miner, a retired missionary with 14 years of service in Nigeria, died on
December 29, 1992, at the age of 72 ...Richard E.
Hanson, a retired missionary with 7 years of service
in China, died on January 8, 1993, at the age of
87 ... The Rev. Walter K. Reitz, a retired missionary
with 36 years of service in Panama, died on January
10, 1993, at the age of 70. 0
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by Raymond R. Breaux

Bishop Robert E. Jones, founder of Gulfside Assembly.
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Gulfside United Methodist
Assembly evolved directly from
the needs of Black Methodists. In
1923, at the time of its founding,
the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, was strictly segregated
along racial lines, mirroring
American society. Until Gulfside,
there were no accommodations of
any kind for any person of color
on the entire Gulf Coast.
In its seventieth year, Gulfside
is looking back and gathering
insights for a more expansive
future focus. What follows is a
very brief study of the history and
mission of Gulfside Assembly.
The Early Years
The Gulfside Chautauqua 1 and
camp-meeting ground was physically realized on April 16, 1923. Its
founder, Bishop Robert E. Jones,
was the first Black to be a general
superintendent of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Gulfside was
incorporated on January 28, 1924.
The incorporators were some of
the most prestigious Black leaders
in Methodism at that time. 2
As Rometta Roberts-one of
Gulfside's former directors and
wife to one of the ministers who
helped found it-tells it, Bishop
Jones was speaking at Lakeside
Assembly, a White Methodist
campground in Ohio, when he got
the idea for Gulfside . Why not
have a meeting place for Black
Methodists in his own district?
His district encompassed West
Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi.
Waveland, Mississippi, was a
resort town, centrally located on
the Gulf Coast, 55 miles from
Bishop Jones' main office in New
Orlean s . Through the aid of
churches and individuals, Bishop
Jones raised approximately $4,000
to purchase land in Waveland. He
bought 300 acres and leased 316
acres from the state.
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through August. Some o f the
activities included the Yo ung
Men's Christian Asso ciation
Conference, Summer School for
Town and Country Pa sto r s,
Summer School of Theology for
aspiring ministers, Boys' Camp
and Girls' Reserves , 4-H and
Scouting events, and picnics sponsored by groups throughout the
region. The summer events were
culminated by Bishop Jones' Area
Council Meeting.
The only activity that spanned
the entire year during Gulfside's
early years wa s the Poor Boys'
school. This was probably the first
and most significant program that
Bishop Jones instituted at
Gulfside . As Dr . J. H . Graham
puts it in his book Bla ck United

How could a Black man purchase beachfront property in
Mississippi during the heyday of
Jim Crow? 3 According to one theory, because Bishop Jones was
fair-skinned, the sellers mistook
him for White. It has also been
said that there were White men
who knew he was Black and who
assisted him with the negotiations.
There was only one building
standing on the whole of the 616
acres. It was called the Jackson
House because it had once housed
President Andrew Jackson.
It was a magnificent old mansion with very large rooms filled
with antique furniture. The structure could not be seen from the
beach. Large oak trees surrounded
the house, hiding it from view .
The edifice stood some 8 to 10 feet
above the ground. The first floor
had a wraparound porch that was
wide enough to be used for meetings. The space beneath "provided
shelter for the cows and hogs that
roamed the nearby forest."

Bishop Jones marshalled his
force of 14 preachers and local
craft workers and set about
putting the deteriorated structure
into living condition. The open
area under the porch was eventually closed in to become a kitchen,
dining room, and sweet shop. A
screened-in pavilion with a dirt
floor was built where meetings
could be held.
There was a makeshift dirt road
leading to the Jackson House area.
But when it rained, the road flooded and turned to mud. So most
people walked the three miles
through the woods from the train
station to the Jackson House.
Program Activities
Those first two decades, under the
leadership of Bishop Jones,
Gulfside blossomed into a pivotal
point of the New Orleans area and
the surrounding region.
In the early days, events at
Gulfside took place in the spring
and summer months from April
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"This school enabled depri ved
functional illiterates to devel o p
salable skills. Several ha ve gone
on ... and prepared themselves for
the Christian ministry."
James Bryant, a resident of New
Orleans, was a participant in both
the Poor Boys' School and th e
Summer School of Theology during the 1930s. He says of the Poor
Boys' School that: "they studied
regular text books as any public
school teaches ....As a teacher we
had Ms . Mim s .... And Bi sh o p
Jones' son, Robert.. .would teach
craft work .... The boys had to work
from 9 to 12 and then after [lunch]
would go to class [until 4 P.M.]."
Ruth Sanders went to Gulfside
in its early days also through her
church, Wesley United Methodist,
the oldest Black Methodist cong regation in New Orleans . A Ms.
Purnell would take the girls every
summer for a w eek. Sande rs
remembers rigorou s reli gio u s
instruction and recreati on . She
also vividly recalls "being awakened in what they call ed ea rl y
morning, but it was still night."
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Surviving the Hard Times
Bishop Jones' tenure at Gulfside,
which spanned the Great
Depression, was speckled with
threats of foreclosure. But
Gulfside always managed to meet
payment. Pennies were collected,
philanthropists courted, and lots
sold from the 300 acres that had
been bought.
There was also the prejudice of
the times . My father, who was
from Waveland, volunteered often
at Gulfside. He told me of cross
burnings on several occasions.
One winter morning in the
1940s, the Jackson House mysteriously caught fire. Some blamed it
on the Poor Boys' School. Some
blamed it on Whites. After the fire,
a hurricane in 1947 finished the
Jackson House as well as other
buildings on the purchased land.
Bishop Alexander P. Shaw had
been assigned to the New Orleans
Area in 1936. He and, from 1940 to
1944, Bishop William A. C.
Hughes carried on the good work
of Bishop Jones at Gulfside.
In 1944, Bishop Robert N .
Brooks became administrator of
Gulfside . Bishop Brooks wa s
called "Mr. Methodist" because of
his superb knowledge of doctrine.
Und er his leadership, a board of
tru stees was formed so that the
burden of Gulfside did not rest
with just one person . Bishop
Brooks encouraged people to give
dollars instead of pennies. Over a
per iod of eight years, Brooks
Chapel, Gulfside Inn , Harry
H oo sier Auditorium, and the
Bisho p' s house w ere built. These
buildings were reinforced concrete
constructions, better able to withstand fire and hurricane than the
frame buildings had been.
The Effects of Unification
Under Bishop Brooks' leadership,
Gulfside continued to be the focal

grou

Picnicking under the oaks beside the pavilion at Gulfside, circa
the 1920s or 1930s.
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point for "training ... youth retreats,
jurisdictional meetings, and leadership training enterprises." It was
a place where Blacks and Whites
could come together with much
less question ing from the local
authorities than would have taken
place elsewhere in the South. But
progress at Gulfside was slowed
in 1968 with the formation of The
United Methodist Church. Then,
Black Methodists were finally
accepted on an equal footing by
White Methodists. But, as was the
case with some other Black institutions, integration hurt rather than
helped Gulfside.
The segregated, all-Black
Central Jurisdiction, created with
Northern and Southern church
union in 1939, was disbanded . The
Black membership was integrated
into the existing White conferences. Then, in 1969, Hurricane
Camille struck, destr ying 26
buildings on the grounds. That
massive destruction and the fact
that Blacks could now go to other
conference centers diminished the
interest in and need for Gulfside.
This ultimately meant that
Gulfside's services had to expand
so that the center could support
itself. It could no longer depend
on Methodism as its sole support.
After the hurricane, there was
talk of selling Gulfside and dividing the proceeds among the 12
Black Methodist Epi scopal colleges. But those efforts were laid
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to rest by Bishop Mack B. Stokes,
Bishop Ernest T. Dixon, and laymen Wayne Calvert, Henry
Harper, and others. These leaders
worked tirelessly to preserve what
they knew was a Black treasure.
The fruit of their labor can be seen
in the newly renovated, modern
facility that exists today with the
support of the General Board of
Global Ministries' National
Division. Included in the complex
are newly constructed cottages for
older adults. They were made possible by a grant from the Harry R.
Kendall Fund (from the Health
and Welfare Ministries Program
Department).
It should be noted that during
the civil rights movement of the
1960s, Gulfside served as a meeting place for the region. Civilrights activist Hollis Watkins of
Jackson, Mississippi, says: "there
were only three places where
Blacks could meet in Missi ssippi
during the movement-Toogaloo
College, Rusk College, and
Gulfside."
Gulfside Present and Future
Today, Gulfside is still being used
as a meeting place for groups of
African Americans from all walks
of life. The Southern Black Cultural
Alliance, the People's Institute, and
the independent YMCA of
Mississippi are among the groups
that have been meeting there
annually over the past 12 years.
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Under the leadership of Bishop
Ernest T. Dixon, Jr., and the Board
of Trustees, Gulfside has grown. It
is once again used as a training
and retreat center-but now by
groups and individuals of all
denominations and by secular
groups as well. Now a Center for
Human Rights is to be established
at Gulfside, in honor of the late
Thelma Stevens of the GBGM's
Women's Division. A new president of the board has also been
elected: Bishop Alfred L. Norris.
According to its acting executive director, Marian Martin, in
celebration of its seventieth
anniversary, Gulfside will increase
its programming for today's
youth. Martin points out that
those who love and support the
institution most today hold fond
memories of their experiences
there as children and young
adults. Gulfside was built on a
concept of wholesomeness that it
has never lost. This would be a
powerful gift to some of the youth
of today . Who knows-maybe
some semblance of Bishop Jones'
Poor Boys' School will be resurrected. All that is certain is that
Gulfside is hallowed ground-not
just for Black Methodists but for
all people. It must be preserved
for posterity. 0

Raymond R. Breaux is a local writer
and historian who works in housing.
He grew up in the Waveland area.
1. The Chautauqua movement of adult
education at a summer assembly was
founded in 1874 at Lake Chautauqua,
New York.
2. Robert E. Jones, E.M. Jones, William
Robinson, M.W. Dogan, M.S. Davage,
William Jon es, T.F. Robinson , L.H .
King, R.N. Brooks, S.W. Brown, M.T.J.
Howard, J.W. Golden, P.H. Rembert,
C.S. Bri ggs, M .R. Walker, and J. F.
Farmer, Sr.
3. Jim Crow: Discrimination agains t and
suppression of Black people.

by Marian Martin
You are all invited to a celebration
of faith, praise, and thanksgiving
on August 13-15, 1993, honoring
Gulfside
Assembly's
70th
Anniversary. Worship, memorials,
candlelight and sunrise vigils,
youth activities, bonfires, and concerts are among the events being
planned to reflect the theme: "A
Past To Cherish, A Future To
Claim." Cynthia Felder, diaconal
minister, is chairperson of these
festivities.
New World Outlook has asked
me to visualize what Gulfside's
lOOth Anniversary in 2023 might
be like. As I close my eyes, I picture the beautiful landscaping
designed by students from the
University of Southern Mississippi
and completed during the 1990s. I
see oak trees, planted 30 years ago
as "babies" by trustees, in honor
of loved ones. Now they are laden
with moss and stand majestically
among the beautiful buildings that
were restored by Volunteers in
Mission and by income from the
Advance.
The Leisure Village at Gulfside
in 2023 consists of 10 cottages. A
youth complex-combining housing with kitchen, dining, and
recreational facilities-is bursting
with activities. At the small lake,
surrounded by picnic grounds,
some people are fishing while others enjoy the gazebo. There are
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folks playing tennis, basketball,
and softball, while others swim,
bicycle, or ride horseback. Among
those walking on nature trails, I
see people in wheelchairs and on
crutches.
Gulfside now has both a front
and a back entrance. Cottages are
scattered along the rear entrance.
They were built and are occupied
by United Methodists on land
leased from the Assembly.
Gulfside is self-supporting!
Most importantly, I see all kinds
of people and many children. I
hear music from Brooks Chapel:
"Come Ye That Love the Lord."
Those children who were nurtured at Gulfside during the 1990s
are now the leaders carrying on
the legacy. They, in tum, are saying: "Let the Children Come."
My vision is only a glimpse
into what mission means. Sharing
through the Advance can make
the 2023 celebration a reality:

Gulfside Assembly Program
Advance #761337-2
Gulfside Assembly Capital
Renovation #761335-0
The future is here to claim.
With your help , Gulfside
Assembly can continue to grow
and flourish for centuries to
come-like the oak trees newly
planted on its grounds.

19

by Aida M. Aldea
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A Un ited Methodis t mission in a colonia in the Rio Grande valley. The trailer is a church.

An explosive yet steady growth
process, guided by faith and a
sense of focus, has reshaped the
body and soul of las colonias in
South Texas, along the Rio
Grande, during the past five years.
The United Methodist Church and
many colonia residents have created in an area often termed "the
Thi rd World at home" a dynamic,
fast-growing ministry.
Las co/onias-the colonies or settlements-have been labeled as
"substandard rural subdivisions"
by government officials. Their residents-mostly regarded as a subpop u lation becau se of language,
ethnici ty, and economic statu sare people in need.
Scattered across 209 miles along
t h e lo wer Rio Grande valley,
between one and 15 miles north of
the U.S. border with Mexico, las
co/onias consist of nearl y 150,000
persons in about 470 rural, unincor p o rated co mmun iti es . Mos t
residen ts are H is panic . Mos t are
also yo ung and poo r. Many are
mig ra nt agricultu r al w o rker s,
some are un doc u me nted, and
sometimes more than one family
lives in a household . Their realization of the American Dream- to
own the ir ow n h o mes and see
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their children educated-has been
shattered by the realities of living
on plots of land purchased at random, in flimsily built houses with
inadequate plumbing and sewage
disposal and insufficient access to
clean water.
According to the Texas
Department of Human Services,
co/onias al so are characterized by
unpaved streets, persistent flooding, malnutrition, inadequate
health insurance, fertility rates
twice as high as the national average, low proficiency in English,
and legal isolation from neighboring cities. Their unemployment
rate mirrors their school dropout
rate: about 50 percent. Las colonias
are juxtaposed, however, to a lush,
alluvial, subtropical geographic
area where international tourism
and commerce flourish.
Reaching the "Invisible"
"Those in the ghettos of south
Texas are the invisible ones, the
forgotten people," says the Rev.
Jose Galindo, National Division
missionary and Executive Director
of United Methodist Border
Mini stries . A joint effort of The
United Methodist Church's
Southwest Texas and Rio Grande
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conferences, Border Ministries is
the only religious institution
worldwide established to minister
specifically in las colonias. In less
than five years, it has established
and developed 10 mission sites
along the Rio Grande valley in
Te xas, from Brownsville to
Laredo, plus two missions farther
north, near Corpus Christi.
In the midst of las colonias' haphazard growth and some 30 years
of societal neglect, the plight of the
people has brought the church to
action. "There isn't a poorer and
more forgotten people than the
colonia people," Galindo states,
"and no one wants to get involved
because there are too many problems." In his ministry, however,
he has found among the people
"an overwhelming receptiveness
and insatiable hunger toward a
spiritual life and toward church
involvement."
"The fact that they're in need,"
he adds, "makes them realize that
need includes the need for God 's
presence in one's life. In such a situation, God becomes a priority."
Methodist Priorities
The United Methodi s t Border
Ministries grew out of a task force
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Above: El Capote UMC is the oldest
Methodist mission in south Texas. Its
sign says: "Christ saves." Right:
Elizabeth Leyva with her Bible class at
La Mesa UM Mission.
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named in December 1984, after the
freeze that devastated south
Texas. The group also wanted to
foster better working relations
among United Methodist congregations in the region and to meet
their spiritual and social needs.
The task force evolved from a
grass-roots awareness that United
Methodists along the border needed to start new churches, help
refugees, and feed the hungry as a
response to the Gospel.
The new, small border churches
began with worship services held
in homes and in the open air and
with children's services held in
people's yards. Today, though
some are located in temporary
buildings and led by lay pastors,
each small church consists of a
sanctuary, classrooms, and a community center. Currently, Border
Ministries includes about 40 different program s . Along with
Sunday and evening worship services and weekly Bible studies, it
provides programs in infant nutrition, housing rehabilitation, and
leadership development as well as
food pantries, clothing closets,
soup kitchens, English and sewing
les sons, tutoring, and parentschool partnerships.

Two colonia residents received
training in preventive and community-based health care to help
provide health services to their
communities. This training was
sponsored by the Comprehensive
Community-Based
Primary
Health Care Program of the
General Board of Global
Ministries' Health and Welfare
Ministries Program Department.
"About five years ago, my
parish was the world," Jose
Galindo says. "Even though our
parish was the world, and always
has been, we hadn't seen las colonias. But in the eyes of God, las
colonias are part of the parish that
we proclaim to serve ." Border
Ministries, he adds, starts from the
premise that anything that affects
any human being on thi s earth
matters very much to God.
Having a Third World mission
project right at home is a tremendous challenge to the whole
church, Galindo points out, commenting on the importance of
domestic missions. "It is hard to
believe that there can be a Third
World in the U.S." He refers to
Mexican President Carlos Salinas
de Gortari's inaugural address,
which states that, by the year 2000,
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there will be 25 million people living in the Mexican states that border the United States from Texas
to California . That repre sents
a lmost as many peo ple as now
live in all the Central American
countries. On the U.S. side, the estimate is of 29 million living along
the bo rder. All of th is, Galind o
feel s, translates into a great opportunity for missionary work.
Meeting the Local Challenges
To meet future mission need s,
Border Ministries has developed a
long-term planning strategy in the
form of an umbrella organization .
It will encourage education, training, eco n o m ic deve lopment,
employment, outreach mi nis tries,
vo te r reg istra ti on, a nd gove rnment and co mmunity parti ci pati on . Othe r ta rget areas include
ending substance abuse, achieving
lit e ra cy a nd eco n o m ic j u s t ice,
encouragi ng partners in congregational development, and ministering mo re e ffec tively to women,
children and youth, and members
o f diffe rent racia l a n d e thnic
groups. Colonia residen t representati ves partici pate in the decision
making at board meetings.
(Co nt inued on p. 28.)
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Global Gathering '93
As of press date, New World Outlook's Banner Contest for Global Gathering '93
had brought entries from 21 U.S. states and from the Philippines. From Alabama
to Washington State; from California to Massachusetts; from Montana, North
Dakota, and Minnesota to New Mexico, Texas, and Alabama; from 5-year-old children to 79-year-old adults-individuals and groups sent banners to express their
understanding of God's mission .
For weeks, this rich and colorful array of banners has brightened the walls and
corridors of the Mission Education and Cultivation Program Department of the
General Board of Gl obal Ministries in New York . Mission Resources staff members did preliminary judging and took banner photographs-13 of which appear in
this issue (one is our cover) . But our publication deadline preceded that of our
contest, so the final judging is yet to be done.
This gives us an opportunity to involve you. If you attend the Global Gathering,
you will receive a ballot and can mark your own top choices from all the banners
on display. Based on the actual entries received, the award categories were
revised to include : Child/Youth Individual, Child/Youth Group, Adult Individual,
Adult Group, and Adult/Child Group .
Weighing all factors, including the popular vote, our judges will make the final
decis ions . Winners and runners -up will be announced in our July-August issue.
The first prize in each category is $100 .
The banner on our cover is an Adult Group entry, " LO I AM WITH YOU
ALWAYS ," submitted by Vidette Corry and Laura Moore of United Methodist
Women , Memorial UMC , Austin , TX ; Southwest Texas Conference .
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Top Left: Child/Youth Group: "Jesus
Calls Us Today .. . And We Follow,"
Kindergarten Sunday School Class (5year-olds), Burk's UMC, Hixson, TN;
Holston Conference; submitted by Pat
Blocker. Top right: Adult Individual:
"Called by the Spirit," Lori Robson,
Olney District United Methodist Women,
First UMC, Fairfield, IL; Southern
Illinois Conference. Below: Child/Youth
Individual: "Children Around the World
Know & Tell the Story," Joshua Dearing
(age 8), 15th Street UMC, Huntingdon,
PA; Central Pennsylvania Conference.
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Adult Group: "Gathered to Go!" The
Banner Group, West End UMC,
Portsmouth, VA; Virginia Conference.
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Above: Adult Individual: "Global
Gathering 1993: Called by the Spirit,"
Mrs . Ruth De Fries, Church Street UMC,
Knoxville, TN; Holston Conference.
Right: Adult Group: "Heaven Bound,"
Daphne United Methodist Women,
Daphne UMC, Daphne, Alabama;
Alabama/West Florida Conference; submitted by Becky Brannon.
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Below: Adult Individual : " By Your
Spirit Make Us One," Jacqueline L.
Eckhoff, First UMC, Holden, MO;
Missouri West Conference. Top right:
Adult Group: "Come, Holy Spirit," Jud
United Methodist Women, Jud UMC, Jud
ND; North Dakota Conference. Bottom
right: "We shall go out with Joy Into all
the earth," Mrs . Marge Murdock (age 73),
UMC of Camp Verde, Camp Verde, AZ;
Desert Southwest Conference.
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Top left: Adult-Child Group: "God,
Make Everything Brand-New," Judy K.
Knights and Uiuri Noel Knights (age 10),
Light of the Hill UMC, Tacoma, WA;
Pacific Northwest Conference. This mother-daughter entry is based on a story that
Lauri wrote when in the second grade.
Bottom left: Adult Group: "Church
Family," Etna United Methodist Women,
Etna UMC, Etna, CA; California/Nevada
Conference. Bottom right: Adult Group:
"Through All the Seasons Called by the
Spirit," Lorraine Houthoofd and Karen
Hattaway, Holy Trinity UMC, Houston,
TX; Texas Conference.
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Above: Members of IA Mesa United Methodist Mission .

(A ldea, continued from p. 21.}
T he existence of colonias,
Ga li ndo explains, is symptomatic-not only of the underdevelopment of the Rio Grande
valley but also of economic and
po li tical issues in Mexico and
Central America . "Any attempt
either to improve living conditions
or to prevent scattered colonia
d eve lopment should include
strategies to promote education,
eco no mic growth, and new job
opportunities in the area," he says.
One of his m in is try's greatest
challenges, he continues, has been
to combat the "innate apathy" in
every human being toward facing
problems. "The challenge was to
confront that apathy. And we're
still fighting against the barrier of
awakening the national church,
regardless of denomination, to be
responsible for the Third World at
home."
Th e H eart of Las Colonias
Maria Isidro is the mother of six
boys and a 10-year res ident of
Colonia El Paraiso near Mission,
Texas. She is the SecretaryTreasurer of the El Parafso United
Methodist Church administrative
boa rd . She recall s how the Rev.
Galindo's ministry was the first to
bring the Gospel to her about

eight years ago. The residents
asked for a church. They began
with home worship and brought
the children's ministry to backyards. The result was fellowship,
enthusiasm, and an interest in
hearing God's word in a warm,
personal way. They could understand; therefore, they could trust.
This, she says, brought about a
sense of common purpose, common interests, shared hopes and
ambitions, and an unspoken
agreement that their prime need
was a church. "It could have been
an extraordinary sense of ESP. We
asked ourselves who sent Rev.
Galindo and his workers . I know
it was God," she says, pointing to
the sky. This cultural adaptation
of Protestantism, Galindo says, "is
one of the many expressions of
Wesley's strangely warmed
heart."
Josefina Ochoa, a young widow
in Colonia El Parafso, recalls when
they had no water and residents
had to fetch water to bathe. She
also recalls watching the construction of the church from her window and thinking what a blessing
it was to the community to have a
church, even though she was not
planning to attend. As she saw
Galindo and others come to visit
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and bring various types of assistance, she began to discover that
"fulfilling material needs is not
enough; a spiritual life is needed. I
began to reflect on what I wanted," she went on. "What I want is
to give my life to God."
"There has been a great change.
We have gone very far," says
Silvestre Asebedo, El Paraiso's lay
pastor. "From prayer circles, we
petitioned for a church in June
1990. We started with eight families. Now we have 36 families plus
20 regularly visiting families . I
explain to possible members what
it entails to be an active member of
a congregation. We support each
other in evangelism, ministry, and
fundraising and we receive support from El Mesias UMC in
Mission, Texas. There have been a
lot of spiritual changes. But some
people are still struggling with
accepting Christ in their lives and
we are helping them understand
that."
After starting in a small trailer,
the church at Colonia El Paraiso
today consists of two permanent
wooden buildings on two lots purchased with funds gathered by
Border Ministries. It is the prime
example of the progress made by
The United Methodist Church in
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The Rev. Jose Galindo
"My driving force
is Christ."

An international toll bridge across the
U.S.- M exico border.
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The church is
the heart of
the community.
las colonias. The structures were
built by Volunteers in Mission
from Iowa, Michigan, and Texas.
An anonymous donor provided
the air-conditioning system. The
other 11 missions have similar
buildings. Galindo credits the
hand of God for the accomplishments in las colonias, although
there is still much to be done.
"The heart of ministry in las
colonias," Galindo says, "is the difference that Christ is making in
people's lives. Their lives used to
be without hope. It was all shadows and darkness . Today there is
light in their lives and that light is
Jesus Christ. Now the church has
become the heart of the community. It's something that belongs to
them. It is theirs . As they see
themselves united under these circumstances, the love of Christ, the
importance of Christ, has come to
shine and has brought unity." 0
Aida M. Aldea is a multilingunl journalist
in University Park, Texas, who often
reJXJrls on United Metluxlist subjects.

The Rev. Jose Galindo was not
only surprised and amazed but
also quite pleased when the people of Colonia El Paraiso near
Mission, Texas, told him what
they needed . "Una iglesita," they
said. "A little church."
Galindo likes to tell of how he
first began his ministry in las colonias. He had been driving, looking
for a group of church people to
have a service, and he had
become lost. Night had fallen . He
stopped to ask for directions at a
settlement that was dark, with no
electricity. There, a woman
changed his life. She said: "Well,
you are already lost, brother. Why
don' t you stay and preach to us?
"Look at me," she cried. "I got
no shoes. I got no home." Pointing
to a shack, she said : "This place is
just cardboard . Look at my children! But it's OK. God will provide. We are surviving.
"But what is really killing me,"
she said, "is that no one is teaching our children about this!" She
pointed to her heart.
Galindo decided to stay at that
colonia and preach. Getting lost, he
had found a new ministry.
Much like the circuit riders of
early Methodi sm, Galindo goes

today from colonia to colonia
ministering the old-fashioned
way. He preaches, teaches, performs marriages and baptisms,
conducts communion services,
and leads worshipers in prayer.
"It's not easy ministering to las
colonias," Galindo says . "It's a lost
battle, I was told . We' re going
against all odds, but we're moving by the grace of God and the
example set for us by Jesus Christ,
who went against all odds. Is it a
lost battle? It's not, because we're
still fighting. If it were a lost battle, then we'd have no business
calling ourselves Christians. My
driving fo rce is Christ, and my
reward is that these people have
come to seek Christ."

-Aida M . Aldea

The Advance and Las Colonias
United Methodists can help Jose Galindo in his ministries by:

• Designating a gift to "United Methodist Border Ministries," Code
#531840-4. Gifts can be given to a local church treasurer or sen t to
Advance GCFA, Church Street Station, Box 5050, New York, NY 10249.
• Calling the Missionary Support Office, at 212-870-3797, to establish an
Advance covenant with Rev. Galindo, whose missionary number is
#531784-3.
To learn more about Jose Galindo and his ministry, see the "Faces of
the Advance" video, which has a segment on the Rio Grande valley.
You can rent or buy the video (in Engli sh or Spanish versions) from
EcuFilm, Tel. 800-251-4091.
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GATHERING THE CHILDREN:

The

Fo

wm

Soci1

by Christie R. House

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets ....
How often have I desired to gather
your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing!
(Luke 13:34)
During Jesus' earthly journey, he
struggled with how to minister to
the great city of Jerusalem. The
United Methodist Church carries
on this struggle in the city of New
York. Many urban congregations
fight declining membership, a
drop in contributions, and aging
church buildings that drain their
resources . Recently, a church on
the Upper West Side of Manhattan
erected sheltered scaffolding to
work on the church's crumbling
facade, only to find homeless peop le climbing up to the first plat-
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form with all their belongings. The
irony is that the church runs a
homeless shelter in the basement.
"How can you possibly think of
doing mission work in New York
City?" people ask Richard Rice,
associate executive director of the
New York City Society. The secret
is to follow the example of Jesusto walk among the people, one
soul at a time. "I tell them I think
of individuals we have helped,"
Rice responds to the skeptical.
"Then you begin to see that something is happening here."
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Keep Churches "Live"
The United Methodist City Society
(UMCS) of New York has been
enabling local churches in the metropolitan area to minister in their
communities for more than 150
years. Its main task, according to
Dr. John E. Carrington, its executive director, "is to keep churches
live! You know, like live TV." The
City Society is active in all five
boroughs of New York City; in
Suffolk, Nassau, and Westchester
counties; and in parts of
Connecticut. The membership of
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The Rev. James R. McGraw and Bishop
Fo"est C. Stith of the New York Area
with Dr. John E. Carrington of the City
Society at New York's historic Old John
Street United Methodist Church.

the Society includes pastors and
one lay person from each United
Methodist church in the area.
Each member church is asked
to contribute an amount equal to
15 percent of its World Service
apportionment. In 1991, United
Methodist congregations and individuals gave a total of $94,466 to
the City Society. UMCS also
receives endowment income from
bequests, grants from foundations,
and investment income. Its projects include everything from the
dramatic rebuilding of Grace
Church in Manhattan to the provision of a loan to replace a boiler
that blew out in a parsonage.
"Who else would we turn to?"
asks the pastor.
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A Very Big "Metro"
The United Methodist City Society
began as a Sunday school society
in 1838. It provided religious education, literacy instruction, and
other services to children of the
poor. By 1912, it had become the
New York City Society, a mission
agency with a continuing ministry
to needy children. The General
Board of Global Ministries
(GBGM) works closely with hundreds of Methodist city agencies
around the country, generally
called Metropolitan Mission
Agencies, or "metros" for short.
GBGM assigns mission personnel
to some metros through the
National Program Division.
All metros seek to provide mission service in urban settings. The
size and focus of an agency
depends on when and by whom it

was founded. For instance, metros
of the 1960s tend to have an ecumenical scope and deal with overall strategy development for urban
mission. Metros founded before
1960 focus on direct services to the
poor. Societies such as UMCS,
having survived over 100 years,
encompass all of these functions .
Any successful mission outreach, urban or otherwise,
depends on whether or not those
being served feel the healing hand
of Christ upon them. This healing
must be done face-to-face by individual United Methodists as each
reaches out in love to other individuals in need.
Gathering Children
"Thousands of children in New
York City live in perpetual crisis,"
writes Carrington in a fund-raising letter. "It is a crisis of crowded
slums, sunless s treets, rubblestrewn lots, polluted air, and
nutritionally deficient diets. It is a
crisis that 20 or more of our
United Methodist churches in
New York City are trying to deal
with by providing inner-city children with meaningful summer
experiences." The UMCS provides
camping experiences in three
ways: by directly funding and
finding camp placements for children, by helping to fund day
camps sponsored by United
Methodist churches, and by managing the Camp Olmsted yearround program.
The United Methodist Camp
Service of the UMCS has been in
existence for over 50 years .
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Eleanor Minus, its director, places
1200 children in "friendly town"
or "fresh air" camp ing experiences. Minus also finds placements for more than 800 children
annually in traditional camps .
"We look at what the child
prefers," she says, "also considering whether a child will need special care, whether there is a
speaking problem or a physical
handicap."
UMCS's Summer Task Force
makes $20,000 available each year
to help fund United Methodist
churches' day-camp programs.
UMCS encourages churches to run
summer-long camping programs
and provides a workshop to assist
in trainin g camp leaders. The
annual Field Day instituted four
years ago brings all the summer
church campers together for an
outing in Flushing Meadows Park.
This gives the campers a sense of
being part of a larger organization.
Camp Olmsted is owned and
partially supported by the City
Society. UMCS camp director Al
Hampton reports that, in 1992,
about 300 children aged 6 through
12 were served in four 12-day
camping sessions. Homeless children from shelters and lowincome families are served in this
program.
Richard Rice tells about Tanya,
a small child camping at Olmsted
one summer. When Rice told the
story of the woman who touched
Jesus' robe and was healed, Tanya
piped up : " My mother is sick .
Could Jesus help her?" When he
told the story of blind Bartimaeus,
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Right: Because Co-op City United
Methodist Church has no sanctuary, worship materials must be moved before and
after every service. Funds are being raised
to build a church. Page 35, left:
Cornerstone ceremony for the new Grace
UMC in Manhattan . Dr. John E.
Carrington is at the Jar right, next to
Bishop C. Dale White. Right: Field Day
gives day campers a sense of being part of
a larger whole.

agai n she spo ke up : "The re ' s a
blind man where I live. I help him
get aro und so me times." Pa sto r
Rice began to feel that this precocious child would have a parallel
to every story h e told . The next
day w hen t he camp in g group
t raveled back to the city, he
noticed tha t Tanya's satchel was
fro m the Bro n x shelter. As the
shelter van came to pick her up,
he realized that she probably had
experienced all those biblical maladies in her yo un g life . " We
hoped that the 10 d ays she spent
at Olmsted would be a for mative
p art of her li fe ," Rice expla in s.
"Th is is w hat w e try to d o. We
find tha t the children coming each
year bring more and more problems with them. We ai m to have a
strong and mean ingful impact on
their lives."
G iving Children a Head Start
Beyond the summer, UMCS continues wo rk w ith ci ty childr en
throughout the year. For 25 years,
the City Society has sponsored a
Head Sta rt progra m in New York
City. Three city churches host programs in Brooklyn, Long Island
City, and Queen s, with a fourth
site opening in the Bushwick section of Brooklyn soon. Head Start
is a federally funded program
channeled through the city. The
City Society administers the program, hires staff, and chooses the
sites. Sally Frey oversees the program. What many people may not
know is that the progra m help s
children's fa milies as well as the
children themselves.
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Mildred Rodriguez, Head
Start' s bookkeeper, is a living
example of the program's success.
" Bo th of my children were in
Head Start," she says. " I went
from Head Start mother, to cook,
to social service worker. Now I am
the bookkeeper. The program has
great in sig ht in its educational
programs. In the parents' group
that I started out in, most of us
have earned college degrees .
Fifteen from my group now have
a master's degree. You can grow
as your child grows."
Gathering Churches
Grace United Methodi st Church
o n the Upper West Side of
Manhattan has greatly benefited
from a shared vision with the City
Society. Membership in the predominantly White church dwindled markedly in the 1950s . A
Spani s h- s peaking church wa s
begun in 1952 to serve the growing Hi spanic p o pulati o n in the
a rea. Mea nwhile the Englishsp ea king church ex perienced a
rebirth as an Afri can America n
congregation under the leadership
of the Rev . Matthew Adams, Jr.
Then, in 1983, the old Gothic-
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style Grace UMC building burned
to the ground. For almost 10 years,
the two congregations worshiped
separately, awaiting the completion of a new building. The City
Society worked with a developer
to coordinate the rebuilding of the
church. Carrington believes that
affordable housing in New York is
a pressing need that The United
Methodist Church should address.
Thus, both a church and a housing
complex have been built. The
sanctuary is a free-standing, 300seat structure. It is sepa rate from
the 10-story housing complex, but
the first floor of the housing structure belo ngs to the chu rch . The
tenth floor of the complex contains
parsonages for pastors. The third
through the ninth fl oors are lowincome apartments, financed with
government ass istance. Federa l
tax credits (1986 Tax Reform Act)
and two New York City incentive
programs combined with the fire
insurance claim to finan ce the $10
million project.
Th e two con g regati o n s have
pla n s to expand their o utreac h
ministries to the people who live
in the apartments and to people in
the s ur ro unding neighborhood .
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They envision programs for senior
citizens, former inmates, and
teenagers, with an emphasis on
prevention of teen pregnancy
geared to members of both sexes.
In September, according to pastor
Jaime Colon of the Hispanic congregation, a. new outreach program called the School of Music
was initiated for children ages 6 to
12. The project is open to the community, targeting those children
who do not attend church.
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Co-op City UMC
Now that Grace Church has been
completed, the City Society has
moved on to another building project. Co-op City is a community
built on a 300-acre site in the
northeast Bronx. With 55,000 people, it is the largest housing cooperative in the world. But there are
no Protestant church buildings as
part of the complex. In 1974, Coop City UMC was established to
answer the need for a worshiping
Protestant congregation in the
community. Today, the self-supporting congregation has about
120 members and meets in two
rented cellar rooms at a community center on Sundays. It has purchased land on which to build.
The City Society was asked by a
special committee of the New
York Conference to provide leadership in raising Advance Special
funds for several strategic congregations with critical ministries and
tremendous need for capital
fund s. Co-op City UMC wa s the
first church selected for funding.
UMCS has allocated $60,000 of its

own funds to the project. Every
congregation in the conference is
asked to contribute $1,000 towards
a goal of $600,000. So far, the City
Society has raised over $374,000.
The Rev . Mika Alverez-Plaud,
pastor of Co-op City UMC, says
the congregation's main concern is
its ministry. "We do this in answer
to the call to go forth and carry the
message about Christ's redeeming
love for everyone," she says. The
church is struggling against great
odds to serve the growing
Hispanic population in the Co-op
City community. In addition to
weekl y worship services and
Sunday school, the church runs an
after-school progra m for elementary children and outreach ministries to prisoners, senior citizens,
and young married couples.
Things That Make for Peace
When thinking of mission work in
the city, one is reminded of Jonah.
To him, living in the belly of a
large fi sh was only a little worse
than preaching repentance to the
res ident s of the grea t city o f
Nineveh. Jesu s understood th is .
As he entered Jeru salem on Palm
Sunday to shouts of "hosanna," he
wept, saying, " If you , even you,
had only recognized on this day
the things that make for peace! But
now they are hidden from your
eyes." (Luke 19:42)
When the City Society decides
its budget each year and screens
funding requests from churches, it
gi ves fir st priority to congregations that are struggling to maintain vital ministries to people in
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need . Throughout its long history,
the UMCS has remembered its
spiritual mandate and commitment to the Gospel. In 1931, in the
depths of the Great Depression,
when the City Society was struggling to survive, Bishop Frederick
Buckley Newell addressed the
Board of Managers. His words are
just as relevant for those working
in urban ministries today:
"Abroad and at home the current attitudes of doubt and spiritua l des pair and in so me cases
actual revolt against the church
are so great that none of us dare
predict what the futu re will be.
Firm, h o wever, in th e face o f
every adversity, cheerfu lly shouldering the cri tici sm of a despairing world, taking on ourselves the
burdens of the unemployed and
the hungry in our great ci ty, let us
pres s on in the high calling of
Him who also wept over the city
and d ied for it."1 0

Christie R. House is an editorial
assistant with the Mission Educa tion
and Cultivation Program
Department of the GBGM and
Associate Editor of the United
Methodist Prayer Calendar.
I.

From the Perspective of the United
Methodist City Society by Henry C.
Whyman.

If you are interested in the United Methodist
City Society Newsletter, the Anchor House
Newsletter, or Camp Olmsted's Gatehouse
Gazette, write to the United Methodist City
Society, 475 Riverside Dr., Suite 1922, New
York, N Y 10115.
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The fact that Jesus was raised in
the home of a carpenter has special relevance at St. Mark United
Methodist Church in Northport,
Alabama.
Three years ago, the congregation started a ministry with hammers, saws, and paintbrushes. The
rehabilitation of existing houses
and the construction of new
homes are only part of the outcome. The effort has also built a
new
interracial
coalition,
improved ecumenical relations,
and given St. Mark people a clearer sense of the demands and
opportunities of Christian outreach in the local community
And it had an unlikely beginning ... perhaps the guiding hand of
the Holy Spirit. Some think so.
St. Ma rk Church was in an
enviable situation in early 1989.
The 24-year-old congregation had
1000 members and was still growing, drawing new people both by
transfer and profession of faith.
Programs were spilling into the
hallways . The church supported
mission on conference, national,
and world level s . True, money
was tight-but only because the
administrative board was determined to pay off the mortgage on
the sanctuary by year's end .

~
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An Alert Lay Member
A .O. Christian, Jr., brought
together the " what" at St. Mark
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Things were good at St. Mark.
Yet Pastor Charles Gattis, Jr .,
knew, and the lay leadership
sensed, that St. Mark should take
on new ministries, perhaps a
major responsibility in the local
community, something more than
its youth work and Meals on
Wheels. What?
Across the Black Warrior River
in Tuscaloosa, Northport's larger
sister city, an agency called
Community Service Programs of
West Alabama (CSP) had an
opportunity it could not manage
alone. CSP received notice that the
Lilly Endowment, the big private
foundation based in Indiana, was
offering seed money to set up
partnerships between religious
institutions and organizations
doing community economic or
housing development.
CSP, founded in the 1960s as a
community-action organization,
had recently added economic
development and housing to its
agenda. Its executive director, Bill
Edwards, wanted to apply for a
Lilly planning grant. He needed a
religious partner. Who?
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and the "who" at Community
Service Programs. He is one of
those United Methodists always
looking for mission possibilities in
everyday life and work. A member of St. Mark and a certified
public accountant, Christian happened to be the auditor for CSP.
One day at lunch, Edwards told
him about the partnership idea
from the Lilly Endowment.
"Hey, my church may be interested," Christian volunteered. He
called Pastor Gattis, who was
deeply interested. The three of
them and Dana Stone, a colleague
of Edwards, began meeting regularly to discuss what would
become the Northport Creative
Housing Partnership (NCHP).
Dreams on Paper Napkins
"We met at a health-food restaurant, writing down our dreams on
paper napkins," says Gattis, now
senior minister at First United
Methodist Church, Alexander
City, Alabama. "We talked not
just about houses but about homes.
There are sociological and moral
implications to 'home' that don't
apply to mere buildings."
A dream was about all it was at
those lunches. Both potential partners had to pledge staff time and
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financial backing-real money-to
qualify for foundation assistance.
Gattis' administrative board had
been turning down all internal
church requests for budget
increases in its effort to retire the
mortgage. But without a dissenting vote, the board approved the
proposal and allocated $10,000 to
get the partnership underway.
Every board member seemed to be
aware that concern to pay for their
church building had to be balanced by outreach to others-that
St. Mark had no Christian choice
but to take the opportunity God
was placing before it to put new
roofs on the homes of neighbors.
"The truth is t.hat the Holy
Spirit was in charge of the meeting," says Gattis.
Building Community
The Lilly Endowment provided a
$14,000 planning grant (one of 28
made out of dozens of requests
received). Several months were
spent designing a project to rehabilitate 24 houses and build 5 new
ones available to low-income families on a lease/purchase arrangement (the potential owner leases
for a time until ability to assume a
mortgage is assured).
St. Mark's chief representative

in the planning stage was its associate pastor, the Rev. Lonna Lynn
Euler-Higgs. She was given
NCHP as a major item in her ministry portfolio.
The plan called for church
members to do some of the physical labor (such as exterior painting
or roofing) in the rehabilitation.
Volunteers from St. Mark would
form personal partnerships with
residents of the new homes to
assist with such issues as credit
arrangements, understanding
maintenance, and the psychological and domestic implications of
home ownership. Church members were also enlisted to donate
legal, engineering, and other professional services. CSP prov ided
the technical and administrative
expertise in community housing.
Paint, nails, and property
acquisition were still in the future
in 1990. A more immediate issue
was the sensitive topic of race
relations.
The population of the targeted
area is Black. St. Mark's membership is White (although an afterschool program is interracial). CSP
has a multiracial board of directors and serves African American
populations in six counties. But
there was common agreement that
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a partnership in Northport must
engage the local Black community.
Northport is a separately incorporated city of 19,000 people in a
metropolitan area of some 100,000.
Once a bustling river port, it is
today primarily a bedroom comm unity for Tuscaloosa, home of
the University of Alabama .
Northport' s population is threefourths White, one-fourth Black.
Race rela ions ha ve never been
either chaotic or notably cordial.
The targeted area is about a
mile from the Black Warrior River,
on land rising gradually to a
plateau around a small community center next to what was once a
public playground . The vicinity
ha s a lwa ys been peo pl ed by
Blacks, having been settled by
famili es drawn there by jobs on
the once bu sy river docks.
The incipient NCHP made contacts with local African American
leaders, including John Davis, a
retired middle school principal;
Terry Wood and Robert Thomas,
two yo ung men associated with
bo th CSP and th e Nor th port
Citizenship League, a civic organization; and the Rev. E.J. Ja mes,
pastor since 1964 of the New Zion
Baptis t Church, an 800-member
congregation in the targeted area.
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"Black and White
students rarely got
to know one another.
Working together on
someone's house is
different from passing
in the hall at school. It
makes a difference in
how you look at
another person, how
you say 'hello."'

All of the eventual partners
recall a degree of tension at the
initial formal planning meeting.
"Yes, I did wonder what the
White people from St. Mark had in
mind," says James. "That's a wellto-do church, filled with professors and professional people.
Also, you see, this wasn't the first
time we had heard about housing
rehabilitation in our community.
Some government programs a few
years ago fixed a few back steps or
weather-stripped a house and
called it ' rehabbed .' We weren't
interested in a repeat of that sort
of thing. But I had heard good
things about St. Mark and knew
the president of the city council,
who belongs there. We listened,
and it has turned out okay. No,
better than okay- good."
New Zion Baptist and the
Citizenship League both helped to
create the housing partnership .
The participation and good will of
Pastor James of New Zion Baptist
is today acknowledged as pivotal
in giving the project credibility.
The Baptist church and the
league played central roles in one
of the first public steps of the planning: a multifaceted community
needs assessment in the targeted
area. How did the residents look
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at the matter of housing? How did
they view their community?
The community survey
required extensive preparation.
Dr. Sharon Shelton, a St. Mark
member and professor of social
work at the university, provided
guidance . A community-wide
meeting was followed by four
smaller sessions held in homes.
"The hostesses issued the invitations and the people came because
they trusted the hostesses,"
Shelton explains. "Every community has grassroots leaders. You
just have to learn who they are."
Individual community-assessment questionnaires were handled through New Zion and two
other area churches . More than
200 responses were returned .
Dreams Become Reality

Months of planning produced a
thick proposal submitted to Lilly
for an implementation grant and,
in a different form, to the state for
a large grant from its share of federal housing allocations. The City
of Northport agreed to act as
guarantor of the public grant,
thereby enlarging the partnership
to include government.
By early fall 1990, NCHP had a
grant of $132,000 from Lilly and a
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pledge of $500,000 in tax dollars in
the form of a Community
Development Block Grant, given
in the category of innovative projects. Slowness in working out the
bureaucratic details of the block
grant delayed the first home rehabilitation by almost a year. But the
check was finally put in the mail.
Meanwhile, St. Mark was gearing up to fulfill its commitment to
the partnership. On September 16,
1990, the Sunday morning worship was a service of commitment
to NCHP . Hundreds came forward to place signed commitment
sheets on the communion table.
Shelton and Euler-Higgs collaborated in preparing sensitivity
training courses for NCHP volunteers. One session explored stereotypes about people "who are
elderly, Black, White, poor working people, or people on welfare."
Another looked at "the array of
prejudices about people who are
not like oneself." Attention was
given to what it means to "work
with" someone. Attendance surpassed expectations.
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While most interior rehabilitation
is done by contractors, volunteers
prepare the houses (as by moving

mid·

n

succ1
of St.
cont:
ing ~
No rt
New
SU ch
in an

servic
"!

re la ti(

Left and above: Interracial youth
work teams fro m St. Mark United
Methodis t Church and New Zion
Baptis t Church.
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furniture) for the professionals
and do exterior jobs (usually
painting). St. Mark volunteers
were quickly joined by men and
women from Zion Baptist. The
youth groups from the two congregations formed their own interracial
work team, sometimes recruiting
others from the neighborhood.
Volunteers from both churches
played even larger roles in the
new home construction. They
cleared lots, dug water lines, insulated walls, did the roofing, and
landscaped the yards . Bishop
Lloyd Knox, then of the
Birmingham Area of The United
Methodist Church, joined in the
groundbreaking for two units in
rnid-1992.
The Rev. Steven A. Screws, who
succeeded Charles Gattis as pastor
of St. Mark in June 1991, sees these
contacts as a strong force promoting greater racial cooperation in
Northport. He, Pa stor James of
New Zion, and others are u sing
such occasions as building blocks
in an enlarging pattern of BlackWhite contacts. On Palm Sunday
1992, St. Mark and New Zion held
the first of a series of joint worship
services followed by fellowship.
"I also see a difference in the
relationships between young peo-

pie in the schools," says Screws.
"Black and White students have
gone to school together here for
years, but they rarely got to really
know one another. Wo rking
together on someone 's ho use is
different from passing in the hall.
It makes a difference in how you
look at another person, how yo u
say 'hello."'
The Future
While the initia l fu nd ing wa s
spent or committed by early 1993,
NCHP is continu ing as a maj o r
project of Co m m unity Se rv ice s
and of St. Mark and its local partner churches. A revolving loan has
been initiated, with the first contributions coming fr om New Zio n
Church . Applications are being
filed for new private and government grants.
The hou sing pa r tne rship h as
attracted several new members to
St. Mark . " It' s g rea t fo r no n Chri s tian s who wo n d er wh a t
Chri s tian s d o," says N o rm a
Lemley, an atto rney w ho heads
the congrega tion's local outreach
committee. "They see us building
a ho use and they know how we
put faith into action. But we have
learned that outreach is not just
'going to help people.' It's more a
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matter of encountering real people
in our community-of two-way
lea rning." Lemley and Screws see
the housing partnership as just the
beginning of what the congregatio n ca n do in the commu n ity.
"We know our community better
now," says Screws. "We have a
better sense of needs ... including
t h e need for more low-income
housing, fo r ministries with single-parent families, and for recrea tiona l ministries with teenagers.
An d we have learned that we
need more and m o re contact
between the races. " St. Mark
Church still hears the words of the
Prayer of Confession on NCHP
Commitment Sunday:
"God of all people, we praise
You that in Christ the barriers that
separate humanity are tom down.
Yet, we confess our slowness to
open our hearts and share our talents with even our closest neighbors. Deliver us from the si ns of
fear and prejudice, that we may
move toward the day when we are
all truly one in Christ." 0

Elliott Wright is a journalist who is
currently doing special research and
writing projects for the National
Division of the General Board of
Global Ministries.
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receiving it can be educated about
that specific mission experience.
During the service, ask those
who have photos in their bulletins
to bring the pictures to the bulletin
board after worship and place
each in its assigned place. Invite
other members of the congregation to come view the mission
photo exhibit.
In classes for children, mount a
large poster on cardboard or
posterboard. Then cut the poster
into jigsaw-puzzle pieces. Give
each child a puzzle piece and
allow time for the children to put
together the puzzle. Then explain
the significance of the poster,
emphasizing how we are all part
of the mission picture as we give
our tithes and offerings.

Last year, I spent an afternoon at
the Bronx Zoo with my 9-year-old
daughter and two of her friends.
The Children's Zoo section provides a hands-on approach to
learning . The girls scampered
through tunnels mimicking prairie
dogs . They turned over a log to
read about the burrowing habits
of earthworms. They scaled a tree
(via a ladder) to examine a bird's
nest. And they bent over a tree
stump to sniff the telltale odor of a
skunk.
We learn best when all our
senses are involved. Local church
mission and education workers
can use the "touch, taste, hear, see,
smell" approach of the Children's
Zoo to educate the entire church
about mission.

As an invitation to the geographical mission study (for 199394, it's the Caribbean) hold a
tasting party. Prepare a variety of
foods that can be eaten with fingers or by using toothpicks. You
might include fruits such as
bananas, sugar apples (sweetsops), mango chunks, and plantains. You might have soft drinks
such as ginger beer and sorrel.
To engage the ears, you might
obtain and play tapes of
Caribbean church music and
hymns sung in the Caribbean tradition. For the eyes, make posters
of facts about the Caribbean and
display them around the room.
Also have blank 3" x 5" cards on
which people can indicate what
information they would like to
know about the Caribbean. These
requests can be used to develop
curriculum for various age levels.

Bulletin boards are ideal mission-education tools. You can post
letters from missionaries, photos
from work-team experienc s, and
pictures and posters from New
World Outlook.
One month, solicit participation
from the congregation. First develop a concept for a photo bulletin
board. Next decide where each
photograph will be placed . Pencil
in or number its placement on the
background sheets on the bulletin
board. Then, according to that
placement, put up a caption for
each photo. Use large lettering or
type for easy readability.
Instead of putting the actual
photographs on the board, randomly insert them in bulletins to
be distributed to worshipers.
Wr ite a caption on the back of
ea ch photo so that the person
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A large, free-standing, threepanel display (with 6 ft. x 4 ft.
panels) is useful for self-study
about particular mission issues.
One triptych design might include
large photos or posters. Another
might consist of a series of questions, with the answers placed
beneath flaps for people to lift up.
Or the triptych panels might be
lined with blank paper and used
as a graffiti wall where people
express reactions and opinions on
different issues. An issue can be
lifted up via a spoken mission
minute during the worship service
or a written bulletin insert. Later,
people can share their responses
by writing on the triptych.

I/ave a lasting Party

Create a Photo EKl>ibit
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Create a triptych
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llelpful /lints
•
Guide people to displays
and bulletin boards by cutting
footprints out of self-adhesive
neon or fluorescent paper and
putting them on the floor leading
to the display area.
•
When using materials
printed on white paper, use bright
colors to accent. For example,
place colored paper under white
paper so that it extends beyond
the white paper on the right and
below.
•
Use large-scale models or,
where practicable, live animals
when promoting mission projects
that involve animals. For example,
if raising money for goats, arrange
to have a goat in the parking area
(or a large model goat in the sanctuary) to help church members
visualize the mission need.

She la
roomi
tag on
place!
writter
Aba
poor 1
addict,
aside
workec
for an
pastora
and toe
of nuns
Qui1
Carolin
who ol
love. F:
status 1
negati
years o
ly,and
Ata
mistic 1
peakin1
countri1
in ethn:
in then
ning tc
Today

AIDS Ci
the nor

Statessouth. 1

The Challenge of AIDS in Latin America

Ruesaced
ft up.
t be

by Paul Jeffrey

used
op le

rvice
ter,
nses

lays
·ing
ive
md
ing

als
. ht
le,
ite

nd
nd

or,
als
cts
e,
ige

ea
c·
rs

She lay naked, alone in a large
room in a Sao Paulo hospital. On a
tag on the end of her crib, in the
place for her name, someone had
written: "AIDS and syphilis."
Abandoned by her mother, a
poor woman, evidently a drug
addict, the newborn had been set
aside in isolation by an overworked hospital staff, a diagnosis
for a name. After a few days, a
pastoral worker found the infant
and took her to live with a group
of nuns, who named her Carolina.
Quickly cured of syphilis,
Carolina was adopted by a family
who offered her acceptance and
love. Eventually her HIV-positive
status converted; she now is HIVnegative. Carolina is today six
years old. She has a name, a family, and a future.
At a time when the most optimistic reports suggest that AIDS is
peaking in North America, in the
countries to the south-and within ethnic minority neighborhoods
in the north-the disease is beginning to hit with a vengeance.
Today about two-thirds of the
AIDS cases in the Americas are in
the north-mostly in the United
States-and one-third are in the
south. By the end of the decade,

that proportion will be reversed.
And within the United States, the
vast majority of people with AIDS
will be Black, Hispanic, and Asian.
The surge of AIDS in Latin
America and in poor communities
in the United States is part of a
global acceleration of the disease.
By the year 2000, reports the
World Health Organization
(WHO), 40 million men, women,
and children will be infected with
the HIV virus throughout the
world. The number of AIDS
orphans-uninfected children
whose parents have died of the
disease-will number some 10 million worldwide. Other reports put
the numbers even higher. A
Harvard University study released
in June claims the total number of
infections worldwide could reach
110 million by the century's end.
The epidemic's challenge to
Latin America moved health workers, theologians, and pastoral
workers from throughout the
region to come together in June
1992 in Sao Paulo, Brazil, for an
examination of the challenge that
AIDS offers the church today.
Sponsored by the Council of
Evangelical Methodist Churches in
Latin America and the Caribbean

and by the General Board of
Global Ministries, the gathering
allowed participants to plot strategies to make AIDS a priority for
their churches in the decade ahead.
Poverty: The AIDS Connection
Participants in the Sao Paulo conference insisted that AIDS cannot
be seen a s a medical problem
alone. With poverty and AIDS
intrinsically linked, the global
spread of the disease will not be
stopped or even slowed until the
world rethinks its understanding
of economic development.
Brazil was chosen for the conference because it has the fourth
highest number of AIDS cases in
the world (behind the United
States, Uganda, and Tanzania).
The poverty of Brazil's slums is a
breeding ground for the HIV virus
that causes AIDS.
In Brazil and throughout the
south, lending institutions from
the north are forcing debt-ridden
governments to slash spending.
Already inadequate health-care
budgets are among the first to be
reduced. Do public health workers
devote dwindling resources to
combat cholera, tuberculosis, diarrhea, or AIDS?

The region's prevalent value
system of male domination,
known as machismo, provides the
moral foundation for such
exploitation. Machismo is so
inbred that some parents, afraid
their sons will be homosexuals,
take them to prostitutes at age 13
or 14 to "make a man" of them.
Many programs to combat
AIDS in Latin America have targeted prostitutes as disease carriers, conveniently blaming the
women for the spread of the epidemic. Most prevention programs
are designed to protect others from
them, not them from others. The
words condom and prostitute are
often closely associated. Yet the
women often don't have the freedom to demand that all clients use
condoms. Economic reality forces
them, literally, to commit suicide
in order to feed their families .
According to Dr. Tatiana Ortiz,
a physician who treats poor
women in Guayaquil, Ecuador, the
AIDS epidemic is just another
manifestation of a system that has
"taken away from women our
right to feel, do, and say what we
want." Not much will change, she
argues, until factors that impoverish women are corrected.

With access to physicians often
a luxury for the region's poor
majority, many die of AIDS without knowing it. The symptoms of
AIDS-related diseases are often
confused with other problems.
When people are diagnosed correctly, they frequently suffer discrimination.
Costly prescription drugs that
slow the progress of the disease
are simply unavailable for the
majority of HIV-infected La tin
Americans. And even drugs, when
available, offer cruel choices to the
poor. Recipients of AZT have at
times sold their pills to buy food
for their families.
Women: The New Victims
During the early years of the AIDS
epidemic, the majority of victims
were men. But that's changing
rapidly, both north and south.
According to the WHO, new cases
of HIV infection are about evenly
divided between men and women.
By the turn of the century, the
majority of new infections will
occur among women. Perhaps a
third of babies born to these
women will die during childhood
from AIDS-related causes.
Millions of others will be
orphaned when their infected
mothers fail to survive.
The changing gender of AIDS
illustrates the feminization of
poverty throughout the world.
In Latin America, the fastestgrowing and least noted class of
people now becoming infected
with the HIV virus are monogamous heterosexual women. Their
only "high-risk" behavior is having sex with their husbands. These
men usually became infected
while engaging in sex with prostitutes. The undernourished wives
usually die before their husbands.
The sex trade is an integral part
of Latin American culture, reflecting ideas about sex, servitude, and
gender that have changed little
since the Spanish Conquest. Like
the arms trade in the region, the
sex trade is big business.
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The Focus: Sin or Grace?
Since the first priests arrived on
the boats of the military conquerors, the Roman Catholic
Church has retained tremendous
cultural and political authority
throughout Latin America. Most
AIDS activists believe that
church's opposition to artificial
contraception has hurt efforts to
slow the spread of the epidemic.
Governments, not wanting to provoke the ire of powerful bishops,
back off from aggressive educational campaigns that might promote condom use-and even from
sex-education courses in schools.
Many of the Protestants and
Evangelicals in the region have
preached passivity in the face of
the epidemic . Some-convinced
that AIDS is just one of a string of

Above: Dr. Elena Iglesias, a retired
Methodist physician, talks witli an
AIDS patient at tile sanatorium in
Santa Clara, Cuba. Right: A poster
aimed at women reads: "In control
of your body and your life."

disasters that must be withstood in
preparation for the Second
Coming-proclaim AIDS to be a
part of God 's plan . Others have
offered not help but moral condemnation, declaring people with
AIDS to be evildoers rightfully
punished by God for their sins.
Joel Gajardo, a Chilean who
serves as a General Board of Global
Ministries Person in Mission in
Lincoln, Nebraska, challenges the
church's right to condemn. "So
often we in the church have
focused on the question of sin.
'Who sinned? What's the appropriate punishment?' If we take seriously the Gospel accounts of Jesus'
mini s try," Gajardo told the Sao
Paulo conference, "we discover
that those are not the correct questions. What we should be asking is,
'How can we use this opportunity
to express the grace of God?'"
Many Christians in Latin
America and the Caribbean are
breaking away from traditional
thinking and expressing God's
grace with people with AIDS.
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• Rosa Farias, a Methodist in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, works
as a nurse in a large hospital
with over 100 AIDS patients.
She also gives talks in schools
about AIDS. Farias says many
of her colleagues at first refused
to work with people with AIDS.
But, after attending churchsponsored seminars on the subject, many changed their minds.
Farias says many of her
patients have been abandoned
by their families. "They've been
told that their disease is a punishment from God for their sins.
It's a hard job at times to convince them that God is not bad,
that God wants to help them."
• A retired physician in Santa
Clara, Cuba, Dr. Elena Iglesias
started volunteering at the local
AIDS sanatorium shortly after it
opened three years ago. It's her
ministry today. An active
Methodist, Iglesias spends most
days at the sanatorium-practicing medicine, counseling,
reading the Bible, and praying
with residents. "The church has
stayed too long inside our four
walls," she proclaims. "We've
got to leave the building, taking
the Gospel's hope to those who
need it but who would never
come to the church."
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• Cristina Gutierrez, a Methodist
laywoman in Santiago, Chile,
got involved with AIDS when
the disease touched a friend.
She helped form Popular
Pastoral Action on AIDS, a
group that assists members of
street gangs to design their own
AIDS education programs.
Gutierrez claims most government programs against AIDS
"don't respect the vision, values, and organization" of target
groups. "The government can
spend a lot of money, but it just
won't work," she says. Instead,
successful programs "must be
planned and carried out by the
people who benefit from them."
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Gutierrez trains young promoters who work with their peers
on street corners and in video
halls. "We don't show up with a
prescription for how to do
things," she states, "but with
information and a challenge:
'We're poor, but what can we
do with what we have?'"
An Opportunity for Solidarity
Gutierrez admits the church is one
of the hardest places to mobilize
people to work against AIDS. "We
don't want to talk about AIDS,"
she reports, "because it means
talking about sexuality, homosexuality, death-themes that make
many uncomfortable."
Cesar Parra, a Baptist pastor in
Quito, Ecuador, and a participant
in the Sao Paulo conference,
declares: "Welcome AIDS." A
chaplain in a church-run hospital,
Parra admits his own struggle with
prejudice when he first came into
contact with someone with AIDS.
"He wasn't a homosexual or a
drug addict, but rather someone
just like me," he remembers .
"Since I couldn't label him, I was
forced to respond to him as a
human being, the way Jesus would
have responded."
Parra hopes the AIDS epidemic
can help the church "lay bare our
pastoral crisis, our failure to reach
out to people in need-people who
are hurting but for whom we've
traditionally had only judgment,
not compassion or solidarity."
Gutierrez argues that the AIDS
crisis offers the church in Latin
America an opportunity for conversion. "The real challenge of
AIDS," she says, "is that the
church will convert itself to life-that we will let go of old dogmas
in order to find ourselves in new
contact with real life, where people
suffer, cry, and are forgotten ." 0

The Rev. Paul ]effretJ is a United
Methodist missionary whose assignment includes writing about the
church's involvement in Latin
America and the Caribbean.
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by Timberly Whitfield
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I haven't lived with my
parents since I was 13.
It may sound odd until
you learn that they are
missionaries and have
been living in Africa
since the early 1970s.
When they returned to
the States last summer
to speak to their
supporting churches,
New World Outlook
asked me to interview
them. I jumped at
the opportunity. In
talking with them, I
was able to learn a lot
about their feelings,
thoughts, and concerns
as missionaries. This is
their story.
42
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If there is such a thing as "love at

first sight," then Bill and Jimmye
Whitfield truly experienced it the
night they first met in 1964 in her
hometown in Arkansas.
Bill was attending the
University of Arkansas in
Fayetteville during a time when
there was no campus housing for
Blacks. Most of the Black students
had to find a "home" within the
Black community off campus. So
Bill came to know Jimmye's family even before he met her.
"I actually think that it was a
good thing that Black students
were living in the Black community," Bill says, "because the presence of students motivated the
residents." And perhaps Jimmye's
father was "motivated" to invite
Bill to the party he was throwing
for his daughter.
While Bill was in Fayetteville,
Jimmye was studying at Lincoln
University in Jefferson City,
Missouri. When she returned for
spring break, they met. A year and
a half later, they were marriedthe same day Jimmye graduated .
Common Ground
They were truly a perfect match,
as they had three important thing
in common: the civil rights movement, The United Methodi t
Church, and a dream of working
in Africa . Bill wa very mu c h
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involved in the civil rights movement when he was in school. "We
were very busy at that time integrating theaters, bowling alleys,
swimming pools, and dormitories," he recalls.
Jimmye
remembers
her
involvement: "In 1965, I took off
from school to march in Selma,
Alabama, with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., James Baldwin, Harry
Belafonte, and many others. It was
so exciting to be a part of that."
They both came from trong
Methodist backgrounds . Bill ' s
mother was a member of Duncan
Chapel Methodist Epi copal
Church, and his father was affiliated with Union AME Church.
Jimmye was involved with the
Methodi t Youth Fellow hip, and
in college she was active in the
Wesley Foundation on campu .
Mission Magnet
Bill and Jimmye later moved to
Kan as City, Missouri, where Bill
took up volunteer work at St.
Mark' Church. He worked with
youth gang under the uper iion of two United Meth di t pa tor , the Rev . Phillip Law n and
the Rev. John Preciph . The ran
the Inner City Pari h, a Meth di t
in titut that dealt with pr bl m
within the Black community.
" I wa
ery impr
ed with
th ir w rk," Bill sa . " It wa lik
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Above, left: One bore hole supplies Bill Whitfield's 5-acre vegetable garden at Ha rtzell
Secondary School in Old Mu tare, Zimbabwe. The surrounding countryside (right) was
suffering severe drought.
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a magnet to me, because I had just
come out of the civil rights movement and I was drawn to them ....I
really enjoyed my work in the
community, also known as 'the
projects.'"
Lawson took Bill to New York,
where he was introduced to several people at the General Board of
Global Ministries. The main objective of this meeting was to help
get the church more involved in
the civil rights movement and
Black concerns in general. Little
did Bill know that he would one
day be working with the Board as
a missionary.
In 1971, Bill and Jimmye decided it was time to fulfill their
dream of living and working in
Africa. They packed their bags
and, with their two children,
headed for Arusha, Tanzania.
They went independently of the
church. But soon they realized
that it was difficult to "connect"
with the African people without a
church or any other organization
behind them.
The Mission Unfolds
They both decided to go back to
school before returning to Africa
in 1979. Several professors suggested that if Bill studied agricultural and rural economics, thi s
knowledge would be very beneficial in Africa . Jimmye studied art.

When they received their master's
degrees, they applied for a job
with the General Board of Global
Ministries.
Having already lived in Africa
and being able to speak another
language besides English were
certainly assets for them. African
churches were beginning to want
Black American mis sionaries in
their communities, so the timing
was perfect. The EKAN Muri
Church invited the Whitfields to
serve in the village of Bambur in
Gongola State, Nigeria.
When Bill and Jimmye returned
to Africa in 1979, they felt a sense
of renewed spir it. This time
around they felt more whole,
more complete, and ready to
empower the Africans to become
independent.
The Whitfield s were the fir st
Black United Methodi st missionarie s to serve in Nigeria.
Ironically, they were referred to as
"Baturiya," which means "White
people" in the Hau sa language.
"Generally speaking, since we
dressed, talked, and lived like all
the other missionaries, they still
viewed us as the White peo ple,"
Jimmye says.
Jimmye worked closely with
the village women. After learning
the Hausa language, she was able
to teach them English . She developed courses in diet and nutrition,
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subjects that w ere fo reign to the
women before her arrival. She also
came away with a fe w s pecial
recipe s that the w o men shared
with her.
Bill put his new skills to work
when he set up an Agricultural
Development Progra m (ADP) to
as sess the agricultural need s of
Bambur. A lot of potentially fertile
land wasn't being utilized by the
villagers. So Bill's goal was to see
that they eventually would be able
to feed the sel ves u s ing the ir
own rich so il. Bill and h is staff
produced an abundance of crops.
When the Whitfield s left Nigeria
four years later, Bill saw his protege take over and carry on the
agricultural program.
In 1984, the Whitfields continued their mi ss ion work in a new
location: Monrovia, Liberia, under
the shaky government of General
Samuel Doe . It w a sn ' t a n ea sy
three yea rs living in the mid st of
political upheaval, but they persevered in their mission.
To da y th ey ar e li v ing and
w o rking o n th e co mp o und o f
Hartzell Secondary School in Old
Mutare, Zimbabwe. It is ap proximately three hours fro m the capital city o f H arare. Bi ll grows
vegetables fo r the 950 boa rders,
and Jimmye teaches art.
Bill supplies the students wi th
greens, onions, tomatoes, carrots,
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Left : An art studen t uses X-ray film to stencil a pattern on a textile. Below: Jimmye Whitfield conducts an art class . Above:
Har tzell Secondary School at Old Mu tare.

and snow peas. But his s uccess
doesn't stop there: "Not only were
we able to supply the stu den ts
with vegetables grown in thei r
own 'backyard,'" he says, "but we
also sold about $1,500 worth o f
vegetables to the city ma rkets
within the first year. And th is
number has increased to abo u t
$4,500 now." Unfortunately, 1992
wasn't a good year for farming in
Zimbabwe, as the country s uffered from a severe drought.
While teaching art at Hartzell,
Jimmye discovered some very talented students. Some were n o t
even aware that they had these
abilities before taking her class.
As head of the Hartze I Art
Department, Jimmye was honored
when asked to officially open the
Manicaland month-long annual
art exhibition at the Mutare museum in November 1992. She was
quoted in a local newspaper as
saying that she hopes the government will become more involved
in supporting young Zimbabwean
artists in the future.

"The spirit of the
African Christians
is dynamic and
tremendous. If the
Western churches
would open up
to receive this
spirit, they could
benefit greatly."

Understanding Mission
"Our message to young missionaries going out to serve today,"
Bill says, "is that they not plan on
a life career in mission in one geographical area. The goal should be
to work yourself out of a jobpreparing others to take over."
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The Whitfields have been doing
exactly that. They have found living in Africa all these years to
have been a tremendous learning
experience. They would like to see
more of an exchange between
Africans and Americans in the
future-not just Americans going
to Africa, but Africans coming to
America. The United Methodist
Church has begun to introduce
th is type of program. "I think
there should be more of an
exchange these days," Jimmye
says, "as we head into the twentyfirst century. Spiritually, Africa
has a great deal to offer. Africans
cannot offer Westerners money or
material things, but the spirit of
the African Christians is so
dynamic and tremendous. If the
Western churches would open up
to receive this spirit, their churches could benefit greatly. If they
would only open their arms and
their hearts to the Africans, inviting Africans to come and participate in their church growth and
spiritual development, this would
make a big difference." 0
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Greetings From Old Mutare!

Zimbabwe is one of about 14
countries in southern and eastern
Africa suffering from drought.
Lying 20 degrees south of the
equator, Zimbabwe is slightly
larger than the state of Montana.
In 1990, the population was
between 10.5 and 11 millionequal to that of Ohio. The country
is landlocked, and overseas trade
must go by rail to ports in
Mozambique to the east or in
South Africa to the south. The
fighting in Mozambique affects
the supply of food and goods
coming in from the United States.
In past years, Zimbabwe has
been an exporter of grain to other
African countries. On the continent, only South Africa is more
developed .
Rainfall is largely restricted to the
season that extends from November
to March, and it is variable.
Underground water resources are
limited . There are several wells
and bore holes on the United
Methodist Mission where Africa

University is being constructed. A
bridge, buildings, and roads are
unfolding before our eyes.
At the Miss ion site, where
Hartzell Secondary School is located, we are rationed to six hours of
water a day. We feel very blessed
to get this water. Many others in
various parts of the country are
not as fortunate. Less than 40
miles outside the city of Mu tare,
zebras and other wildlife killed by
the drought can be seen sprawled
along the sides of the highway,
with buzzards devouring their
remains.
I am the manager of our fiveacre school garden. Thanks to the
one bore hole we have, we get
enough water to grow cabbage,
greens, tomatoes, and onions to
feed the 950 school boarders.
Jimmye went with two other
missionaries today to take some
food and clothing to an outlying
village. I have a gut feeling that
we are going to be doing much
more of this.
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We are vegetarians and have
cut down our food intake to two
meals a day. Breakfast consists of
toast, a small bowl of fruit, and a
cup of tea without sweetener. Our
other meal is at midday. Then, we
have a helping of vegetab les
and a starch.
We appeal to all of you good
and gracious people to help the
people in Zimbabwe and other
parts of Africa by cutting back on
your consumption of food and
other commodities . If you can
manage to send a donati o n of
money, canned vegetable s,
clothes, or a sweater or blanket,
plea se contact UMCOR at the
General Board of Global
Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive,
Room 1374, New York, NY 10115.
The spirit of the people remains
high as they continue to struggle
through these critical ti mes. They
are not lacking in fa ith or hope,
and church membership continues
to increase. We Westerners have a
lot to learn from the Zimbabwean
people. Who knows, maybe this is
an opportunity for us to strengthen our covenant with God . As we
continue to send prayers in your
direction, let us feel the results of
your prayers coming to us.
May God bless and keep us all.

- Bill Whitfield
November 2, 1992
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Your Investment
in Mission

THE NEW
PARTNERSHIP
IN MISSIONS
CATALOG

The

United
Methodist

Development
Fund

The one necessary
guide to Advance
giving provides a
listing of all approved
projects with descriptions, numbers and
askings.

Helping to Build Churches

Be a partner in
mission through the
Advance for Christ
and His Church!
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Mirllmum Investment
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$100

4.80%

1 year term

$100

3.00%

Flexible

$100

2.50%
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'''Rates sub ject to change

Respond now by calling or writing for a copy of the Offering Circular:
The United Methodist Development Fund, Room 320, 475 Riverside Drive, New
York, NY 10115 .
Telephone (21 2) 870-3856 or 1-800-862-8633.
Notes may be p urchased for as little as $100. Available only to United Methodist
individuals, local churches, clubs, organizations, boards or agencies. Be a part of
the growth of our church into the next centu ry, while pur uing your own personal investment goals.
The Fund 's sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United Methodist
Church by providing first mortgage loans to churches.

Order the catalog {# 1745; $3.00)
from: Service Center, General Board
of Global Ministries, 7820 Reading
Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati,
OH 45222-1 800.
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This is not an offer of sale. All offerings are made only by the Offering Circular.
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CATALOG

1993-94

General Board of
Global Ministries

Wen.

perhaps not quite! But, to discover
just how helpful the new Service Center
catalog 1993-94 #5193 can be, order it to
resource your upcoming mission event.
Let Seivice Center catalog be your guide to
choosing videos, brochures, maps, posters,

books and many, many more items to
enliven, enrich and educate your church
about past and present mission work.
Order from SeIVice Center, General Board
of Global Ministries, 7820 Reading Road,
Caller No.1800, Cincinnati.Ohio 4222-1800.

Share your gift of love!
UMCOR works for you.
Your gift makes a difference.

" Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me. " Manhew 2s:4o
100% of every gift given to UMCOR goes directly where it is designated!
For local church and annual conference credit, send your gift through your local church treasurer.
Gifts will then be forwarded to: UMCOR Advance, GCF A, General Board of Global Ministries,
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1439, New York, NY 10115.

UMCOR
United Methocist Committee on Relief• General Board of Global Ministries• The United Methods! Church

