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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 
Chris tmas is coming! 

That is the Advent message as we ready our minds and hearts and 
open our arms to hold the Christ Child. We celebrate Christmas each 
year not just as a commemoration of an event that happened 2,000 
years ago but as a continuation of that event, as we, who have 
received God's richest gift of love, become the givers. 

This Advent-Christmas issue of New World Outlook moves the 
Christmas story out of the past and projects it into the present. We 
can glimpse Mary's face in the modem-day African, Asian, Native 
American, and European madonnas presented in these pages. We can 
feel the desperation of families who, without our help, cannot afford 
a room at the inn. We can experience the Holy Family's flight into 
Egypt in the plight of present-day refugees, such as those in 
Colombia and Guatemala. 

Most importantly, we can respond. "Creo en la Navidad" -"I believe 
in Christmas"-as our opening poem attests. We can give the gift of 
time, love, and perhaps even foster care to homeless ''boarder 
babies," as United Methodists are doing in Washington, D.C. We can 
support the self-help efforts of displaced families-such as the 
widows and orphans who've started the "Ruth and Naomi Project" 
in Guatemala so that they can weave a better future for themselves, 
and the women in a shantytown in Colombia who've organized 
sewing and baking workshops so that they, who are poor, can help 
others who are even needier. We can make room at the inn by 
following the examples of United Methodists in Columbus, 
Ohio-not only sheltering families overnight but helping them to 
build houses and to rebuild lives. 

Christmas Blessings! Our General Secretary, Dr. Randolph Nugent, 
helps us read the signs of the times as we rejoice in the angel's 
promise of "Good news, glad tidings!" The stories of the missing and 
the reappearing Christ Child are classics that you'll want to retell 
every year. There are stories, too, in the shining faces of Russian 
children who, on their way to medical tests, experienced "Christmas 
in September." We've even enlisted the Spirit of Christmas Past and 
Present (in the persons of GBGM directors Lydia Aherrera and Tove 
Odland, pastor Richard Thompson, and missionary Paul Jeffrey) to 
carry us to celebrations of Christ's birth around the world . 

After Christmas, we can tum to the culturally rich African 
American festival of Kwanzaa for family re-centering and renewal as 
we journey forth from the old year to the new. A good educational 
gift in the Kwanzaa spirit would be a year's subscription to New 
World Outlook. 

For the General Board of Global Ministries, 1992 will bring not 
only a new Prayer Calendar but a new Quadrennium. Many challenges 
lie ahead for The United Methodist Church. Happy New Year! 0 

IMAGES FROM AMOS CONTEST 

Do you have a mission story that illustrates and illuminates an image or 
text from the Book of Amos? If so, write it down (or extract it from one of 
your sermons, homilies, or devotions) and send it in to the New World 
Outlook '1mages from Amos Contest." For example, you may have a 
plumb-line story or a story of "justice roll(ing) down· like waters, and 
righteousness like an everflowing stream." Length: Between 250 and 500 
words. Deadline: January 6, 1992. Prize: We'll publish the winner and the 
runners up in our March-April Mission Study issue (the Book of Amos 
will be the Spiritual Growth Study), and we'll give you a free 
subscription (or subscription renewal) to New World Outlook. 0 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1991 

5 

M 

6 

8 

F 

12 

16 

20 

27 

28 

30 



6 8 

POEM 

5 Creo en la Navidad 
Rene de Le6n 

MODERN-DAY MADONNAS 

6 Photo Essay: Modem-Day Madonnas 

8 "What Child Is This?" 
Nancy A. Carter 

FAMILIES IN FLIGHT 

12 Christmas in an Unlikely Place: 
A Visit with Colombia's Internal 
Refugees 
Lilia Fernandez 

16 Weaving a Future for Guatemala's 
Widows 
Paul /effrey 

MAKING ROOM AT THE INN 

20 Making Rooms in Columbus, Ohio 
Alma Graham 

CHRISTMAS STORIES 

27 The Missing Christ Child 

28 The Reappearing Christ Child 
Wilma]. Roberts 

30 Photo Essay: Christmas in September 
/ohn Goodwin 

16 

New Series Vol. Lii No. 2 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
Whole Series Vol. LXXXI No. 6 

30 36 

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD 

33 Tonga: Christmas Among the Stars 
Richard Thompson 

35 Christmas in the Philippines 
Lydia S. Aherrera 

36 Christmas in Norway 
Tove Odland 

38 Guatemala: A Quiche Christmas 
Paul /effrey 

40 Kwanzaa: The African American Festival 
Ezekiel C. Makunike 

DEPARTMENTS 

2 Letter from the Editors 

4 Mission Memo 

24 Poster: Prayer Calendar 

42 Mission Education 
Faye Wilson-Beach 

46 Viewpoint 
Randolph Nugent 

BOOK REVIEW 

43 The Glorious Impossible 
Madeleine L' Engle 
Reviewed by Christie House-Forni 

NEW WORLD OUlLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1991 

. ' -

,. 

3 

' • ' ... • • • .. ... f , , ... . .. ... ....... . . . , ..... . _ , : ... • .... ... ,.i ... .:,,_ .. ..... ..:-.it < ......... .. . - .. ·.r·--·-:...--.'\.. ........... ..---- ~ ..... ... ~ .. ... -.... _.:.;.,.1 ... .,._..,.-(o 



4 

Mission 
Memo 

TO RUSSIA WITH GOD'S LOVE 
A VISN 

What: A Christmas present on TV, To Russia with 
God's Love, the exciting story of the General 
Board of Global Ministries' Soviet Initiative. 

Where: On the Vision Interfaith Satellite Network. 

When: Wednesday, December 18, 1991, 10:00 P.M. EST. 

Why: To spotlight the Russian people's hunger for 
food, for health, and-above all-for God, and 
to show the United Methodist response ... 

Who: The General Board of Global Ministries and 
United Methodist Communications present an 
up-to-the-minute report on the GBGM's Soviet 
Initiative. It will include prerecorded footage 
from the Soviet Union and live interaction and 
commentary from GBGM and UMCom repre
sentatives in Nashville and New York. 

How: Check to see if VISN is available in your area. If 
not, contact the Director of the Audiovisual 
Department of MECPD at (212) 870-3782. 

UMCOR TO THE FORE 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) of the GBGM will be one of five "Lead Agen
cies" in an ecumenical effort to provide humanitarian 
relief to the Soviet Union during the winter of 1991-92. 
Severe winter shortages of food and medical supplies 
have been predicted by he Soviet government and by 
the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO). 
UMCOR has been named the lead agency for distribu
tion of needed supplies in the Moscow area. 

In cooperation with the World Council of Churches 
and the European Community of States (12 Western 
European countries), UMCOR will provide leadership 
for the U.S. churches through Church World Service 
and Witness (CWSW). Dr. Bruce Weaver, Interim As
sociate General Secretary of UMCOR, met with the 
other communions involved in this effort in Geneva on 
October 31 to agree on a common approach to the five 
regions being targeted for relief: Moscow; St. 
Petersburg; Belorussia; Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia; and 
Southern Ukraine. 

Dr. Weaver and Mr. Lloyd Rollins, UMCOR Execu
tive Secretary for Emergency Ministries, went to Mos
cow to meet with Russian Orthodox Church officials on 
November 4-7 to help develop a needs-assessment and 
delivery system to be used in distributing the food and 
medicine gathered. UMCOR has approved $400,000 to 
help the program get under way. Local churches will 
be invited to contribute funds and specific materials. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 

THE GIFT OF THE MAGI 
The following story was shared with the editor by a woman 

attending the National Seminar of the Women's Division in 
Columbus, Ohio, in August 1991. The setting: the South 
Central Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church. 

I met a couple who had been living out of their car 
under a bridge. With no address, getting government 
help was out of the question. After getting on a waiting 
list, the couple finally moved into a government-sub
sidized apartment. 

This is where I met them. I began by visiting with 
them and developing a casual acquaintance with them. 
They needed clothing; so through donations from 
people of my church, I provided them with winter 
clothes and hot meals. When I cooked for my family, I 
always made sure I had extra to give away. Gradually, 
the woman asked me, "Why does everything work out 
for you and not for me?" I told her, "I pray and have 
faith that God will take care of my needs and the needs 
of my family." Eventually, the couple accepted one of 
my many invitations to attend church. 

I understood this woman and where she was coming 
from. I live in government housing, and my family is 
on the welfare roll. But God watches over us and 
someday we will be free of the poverty that we face 
daily. 

-Name withheld by request 

THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST 
According to a national survey on Giving and Volun

teering in the United States, conducted by the Inde
pendent Sector and presented at the Mission Education 
Hour during the Annual Meeting of the General Board 
of Global Ministries, "approximately one-half of all our 
living gifts come from families with incomes under 
$30,000 .... People with incomes below $10,000 con
tribute about 2.8 percent of their income, but people 
with incomes of $50,000-$100,000 give only 1.5 percent. 
... Contrary to popular opinion, the well-to-do in 
America cannot be described as generous ... (or) par
ticularly caring. For that primary category of humane
ness, it is the poor and struggling who generally lead 
the way." 

DEATHS Edith Winifred Roeder, a retired missionary 
with 18 years of service, died on September 4, 1991, at 
the age of 89 ... Juanita M. Kelly, a missionary to Cuba and 
Argentina for 32 years, died on September 4, 
1991..Mary Elizabeth Cooling, who served as a home 
missionary for 13 years, died on September 17, 1991, at 
the age of 76 ... Hugh C. Stuntz, a retired missionary to 
Uruguay with 27 years of service, died on September 
12, 1991, at the age of 100 .. Marian B. Hall, a retired 
missionary with 39 years of service, died on September 
19, 1991, at the age of 95 ... Charles Tanner Weaver, a 
retired missionary to Zimbabwe with 13 years of ser
vice, died on September 19, 1991, at the age of 65. 0 
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CREO EN LA NAVIDAD 
Creo en la Navidad 
de una sociedad nueva 
que segesta 
en tenebrosas entrafias 
de la caduca sociedad. 

Creo en la Navidad 
de la conciencia del pobre 
que se desarrolla y multiplica 
entre espinos y zarzales 
de la opresora sociedad. 

Creo en la Navidad 
de la Visi6n Profetica 
de los desarrapados 
que viven en barrancos 
entre la suciedad. 

Creo en la Navidad 
de la paz 
que deviene de justicia 
y del equilibrio: 
de la mente, la naturaleza 
y la sociedad. 

Creo en la nueva Navidad 
de la cultura, 
que se ocult6 
cuando la invasion colonialista, 
que vuelve riendo 
con atomos de claridad. 

Creo en la Navidad 
porque creo en la ciencia 
yen el arte 
de crear Navidades 
que poseen los videntes 
y los que trabajan 
comprometidos con la verdad. 

Creo en la Navidad 
porque tengo FE 
en la buena fe de los que luchan 
en todos los ambitos 
del "quehacer" humano 
para embarazar de Navidades 
a esta sociedad. 

Creo en la Navidad 
de un Cristo sin igual, 
Cristo pan de vida para todos, 
Cristo fruto de la tierra, 
Cristo equidad. 

Cristo verdades, 
Cristo ciencia, 
Cristo arte, 
Cristo conciencia, 
Cristo verdadero Ser, 
Cristo Paz, 
Cristo Amor, 
Cristo Navidad de Navidades. 

-Rene de Leon 

ene de Le6n is the Executive Secretary of the National Primi
ve Methodist Church of Guatemala and is based in Quetzal
nango. He wrote this poem in December 1989. 

I BELIEVE IN CHRISTMAS 
I believe in the Christmas 
of a new society 
which is being created 
in thz dark womb 
of a null and void society. 

I believe in a Christmas 
which has the awareness 
of the poor, 
developed 
and multiplied 
among thorns and thistles 
of an oppressive society. 

I believe in the Christmas 
with the Prophetic Vision 
of the rag pickers 
who live 
in the squalor of the slums. 

I believe in the Christmas 
of peace 
which comes from justice 
and a balance of one's being 
with nature and society. 

I believe in the new Christmas 
of a culture which was hidden 
at the time 
of the colonial invasion 
but which returns 
laughing with tiny particles 
of clarity. 

I believe in Christmas 
because I believe 
in the science and art 
of creating a Christmas 
which belongs to those 
who work for 
and are committed to truth. 

I believe in Christmas 
because I have FAITH 
in the good faith 
of those who struggle 
in all areas of human activity 
to impregnate this society 
with Christmases. 

I believe in the Christmas 
of a Christ who is unequaled, 
Bread of life for all, 
Christ, fruit of the earth, 
Christ, equality. 

Christ, truth, 
Christ, science, 
Christ, art, 
Christ, conscience, 
Christ, the true being, 
Christ, peace, 
Christ, love, 
Christ, Christmas of Christmases. 

-Translated by Joyce Hill 

Joyce Hill is Executive Secretary for Latin America / Caribbean 
in the World Program Division of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. She translated this poem on October 7, 1991. 
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Modern-Day Madonna 



.MP ffil. Like the cover, the "Navaho Madonna" (top 
left) is by Robert Lentz, an artist living in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, whose work is 
reproduced by Bridge Building Icons in Bur
lington, Vermont. "Mary here wears her 
traditional Byzantine colors," he writes, 
"but she is a Navaho woman. Jesus is 
strapped to a cradleboard and he is laughing 
for his first time . . . . The inscription above 
Mary's head is Church Slavonic for 'Mother 
of God.' The inscription above the cradle
board is 'Jesus Christ,' and the letters in 
Christ's halo mean 'I am who I am' . ... 
Around the bottom and sides of the icon is 
one of the Holy People of the Navaho 
religion-a Rainbow Yei. He always sur
rounds religious sandpaintings. Rain is the 
same as life in the desert ." 

The "Mother and Child" at bottom left is a 
painting on paper by Zhang Gui fie, a 
Chinese Christian artist. Her colorful 
gouache paintings were part of an exhibition 
of Modern Chinese Christian Artists at The 
Interchurch Center in New York in August. 

The Holy Family below is a batik nativity 
scene from India, from the collection of John 
Goodwin. 

Look about you during Advent and 
Christmastide. How many Holy Families in 
need of love, respect, and support are here 
among us today? What can we do to comfort 
and empower them? 
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Four-month-old baby Sandy1 lies in 
her crib in Greater Southeast Hospi
tal in Washington, D.C., peering at 
the colorful mobile hanging above 
her. At one end of her crib sit four or 
five small stuffed animals. Wrapped 
around her is a brand new baby 
quilt. It was probably made by one 
of the women in a group led by 
Laura Hemingway of Bell's United 
Methodist Church in Suitland, 
Maryland. When Sandy leaves the 
hospital, the blanket will go with 
her. 

Sandy is a ''boarder baby." Since 
she has no relative to take her, she 
has had to live the first 4 months of 
her life in a hospital. When Jesus 
was born, he had no home, but he 
did have his parents to care for him. 
Baby Sandy has neither. Fortunate
ly, though, a number of modem-day 
Marys and Josephs recognize that 
she is a holy child. Nurses and other 
staff members love her. During the 
week, volunteers such as Violet Hite 
of Bell's UMC give Sandy and other 
children like her tender loving care. 
A married couple visits the boarder 
babies in the evenings. 

A few years ago, while working 
in the thrift shop of her church, 
Violet Hite became aware that the 
nurses from Southeast were buying 
clothes and toys for the boarder 
babies out of their own pockets. One 
day a nurse told her that they could 

atC-bild 
Is 'lh. ?'' IS. 

by Nancy A. Carter 

use some help, if only with folding 
laundry. 

On that invitation, Mrs. Hite and 
her church got involved. Mrs. Hite 
says she really enjoys working with 
the babies and looks forward to 
Fridays, when she volunteers at the 
hospital. She remembers one time 
when they had 10 boarder babies in 
the playroom all at once! 

The media's attention to the 
plight of boarder babies and other 
children without parents and 
homes has dwindled. But a great 
need still exists for volunteers to 
work in hospital programs and to 
support group homes. Qualified 
and willing foster parents are al
ways in short supply. Respite foster 
parents are also needed-part-time 
caregivers who can give full-time 
caregivers a welcome break. All 
over the country, homeless holy 
children need people to take them in 
and give them love. In Washington, 
D.C., one such person is Dorothy 
Bush, who is both a member of the 
auxiliary at Southeast Hospital and 
a member of Bell's UMC. According 
to her, the Reverend Robert Morton
Stou t of Bell's has done a good job of 
keeping children's concerns before 
all the churchpeople in the area. 

The Plight of Boarder Babies 
Most boarder babies are born to 
mothers who are substance abusers. 
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Often the babies are "preemies" 
(born prematurely), and therefore 
they develop physical problems, 
such as blindness. Some of the 
babies are HIV-positive. (HIV, an 
acronym for human immunodeficien
cy virus, is the virus associated with 
AIDS.) A baby born to an HIV-in
fected mother carries her antibodies 
in the blood and therefore tests posi
tive for HIV. With rare exceptions, 
most such babies will test positive 
for the first 9 to 12 months of their 
lives, regardless of whether or not 
they are infected with HIV. An unin
fected child gradually loses the 
mother's antibodies and stops test
ing positive by 15 months (or by 24 
months at the la test). Infected 
children continue to test positive 
after age 2, and they develop AIDS
related illnesses. 

According to Ann Cahill of the 
hospital staff, the average length of 
stay for boarder babies in Southeast 
is now 5 months. The hospital's first 
boarder baby, Jessie, arrived in 1987. 
For the first year or two, the average 
length of residence for the babies 
was 11 months. A few babies have 
stayed as long as a year and a half at 
Southeast, not knowing a real home 
life during all that formative time. 

This hospital-and others across 
the country-need more volunteers, 
both male and female, to cuddle 
these abandoned babies. Simply 

Mary Smith (left), a nurse at Greater Southeast Hospital, and 
Dorothy Bush (above), a member of Bell's United Methodist 
Church and a hospital volunteer, care for baby "Sandy." 

holding children can help to make 
their lives more nearly normal. At 
Southeast, infants receive more care 
than they do in some hospitals, 
where they are left alone in their 
cribs most of the day with only their 
basic physical needs met. Dorothy 
Bush says, "The babies know they 
are loved here." 

The staff has noticed that the 
babies often "choose" a new 
mother. They respond positively to 
everyone who shows them affection 
but attach themselves to one woman 
in particular. In 1987, Jessie "chose" 
her mother-one of Southeast's staff 
members. The staff member "said 
yes," became Jessie's foster mother, 
and eventually adopted her. 

When the boarder babies leave 
the hospital, some go to foster 
homes. Occasionally, a baby goes 
back to the birth mother or to a rela
tive. These days, however, the 
babies are most likely to go to a 
group home such as Grandma's 
House in Washington, D.C. 

Children in Group Homes 
At Grandma's House, children 
receive the around-the-clock atten
tion that a real loving grandmother 
would give if she could. Grandma's 
House is a project of TERRIFIC, Inc. 
This acronym stands for Temporary 
Emergency Residential Resource In
stitute for Families in Crisis. TER-

RIFIC is a private, nonprofit or
ganization founded in 1976 by the 
Reverend Debbie Tate, a United 
Methodist clergywoman who is 
president of the corporation. TER
RIFIC sponsors a number of 
programs that help to provide hous
ing and related support services to 
people in need. 

When the first Grandma's House 
was opened in January 1988, it was 
the only home in the United States 
for HIV-positive babies. Now there 
are five Grandma's Houses (includ
ing a Grandpa's House), each hous
ing four to six children. With a 
private donation from a family in 
Switzerland, TERRIFIC opened the 
first home for HIV-infected children 
ages 6 to 10 in October 1991. It is 
called Frarn;ois Xavier Bagnoud 
House in memory of the Swiss 
family's son. 

Located in residential areas, the 
homes for the children are attractive 
Victorian buildings that are beauti
fully decorated inside. According to 
Joan Kaplan, director of develop
ment for TERRIFIC, professional 
decorators volunteer their time to 
create an interior design. Then they 
find people to donate all the needed 
furniture and materials. As a result, 
Grandma's House truly feels like 
home for its young residents. 

From the beginning, church 
people-particularly those in 
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Washington, D.C.-have been sup
portive of Grandma's Hou se. 
Volunteers help care for the 
children. Some churches ha ve 
"adopted" Grandma's House as a 
project. An ecumenical prayer 
breakfast is held as a fund-raiser 
each May, right before Mother' s 
Day. Other contributors have in
cluded the Metropolitan Memorial 
United Methodist Church and the 
Metropolitan Afri can Method ist 
Episcopal Church, which raised 
$25,000 each for Grandma's House. 

The children who come to 
Grandma's House have been aban
doned in hospitals or abused or 
neglected by parents. They often 
have HIV antibodies in their blood. 
They may have been prenatally ex
posed to drugs. They need proper 
care and special attention from staff 
members such as Cheryll Gray, a 
house leader for Grandma's House, 
who says, '1 love this job." She en
joys being with the children and 
seeing them progress. Sometimes 
staff members have been told that a 
child will never walk or will not 
recover from another disability. But 
Cheryll Gray has seen that child 
walk, has seen that child recover. It 
is the nurturing the children receive 
that heals them. Staff members love 
them and pray for them and take 
them to church on Sundays. 

Rodney's story illustrates the 
healing that happens. When hear
rived at 11 months of age, he had 
already lived in three different 
places. His first "home" was a crack 
house where he was neglected and 
abused. After his mother, a teenage 
crack addict, was killed, his 
grandmother tried to care for him 
but could not. Then foster parents 
abused him. Rodney was nutrition
ally deprived before he came to 
Grandma's House. Children who 
have been neglected this way gorge 
their food and do not know when to 
stop eating, so their diet must be 
monitored . The staff did that for 

Left: Greater Southeast Hospital 
in Washington, D.C. 

Rodney. Now this little boy, who 
will be 4 years old in a few months, 
is healthy. Though he still has 
trouble trusting others-which 
stems from the abuse he received as 
a baby-he speaks well and is 
bright. If he had not come to 
Grandma's House, he probably 
would be dead. 

The goal of Grandma's House is 
to give loving care to children until 
they can be returned to their biologi
cal families or until they are placed 
in foster or preadoptive homes. As 
of September 15, 1991, the five 
Grandma's Houses had served 
around 30 children . About five 
children have been adopted. Several 
have been returned to their parents. 
Three of the HIV babies have died, 
grieving the staff and volunteers 
greatly. A number of the HIV babies 
become HIV-negative during their 
stay at Grandma's House and are 
healthy. The very first HIV baby, 
Anna, came to Grandma's House 
when she was less than 3 months 
old. After her blood turned HIV
nega ti ve, one of the volunteers 
adopted her. Now she is almost 5 
years old. She is as happy as a lively 
5-year-old can be. 

Children and Foster Care 
Over the past 10 years, the need for 
foster care has increased dramatical
ly in cities like Washington because 
of the drug crisis. The environment 
from which foster children come is 
more damaging than ever before. 
One agency serving the District of 
Columbia is the Board of Child Care 
of the Baltimore Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, located 
in Silver Spring, Maryland . Most of 
this board's clients are under age 4. 
In mid-September, the board had 34 
children in 20 homes. The agency 
expects to raise the number of 
children served at one time to 40. 

According to Ellen Manning, 
director of foster care, two babies 
known to have HIV antibodies have 
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Top right: Aundre Slydell reads the Christmas Story 
to a child at Grandma's House in Washington, D.C. 
Bottom right: Anita Boswell, a cardiology technician 
at Greater Southeast Hospital, is about to become baby 
"Sandy's" foster mother. 
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Right: Anita Boswell looks with 
love at her foster child. Far 

right: A caring hand comforts 
and cherishes a "boarder baby." 

been placed in foster homes by the 
Board of Child Care-one boy and 
one girl. Both children now test 
negative for l-IlV and are healthy. 
The foster parents of the boy are 
adopting him. The girl is being 
returned to her birth family, which 
is now able to care for her. The girl's 
foster family has worked with her 
birth family as part of the process 
that enables her to go back. The nur
ture these foster families provided 
has given these children a good 
chance to grow up as healthy and 
happy people. 

Foster-parent recruiters have dis
covered that they must make about 
100 telephone contacts to end up 
with one set of foster parents (or a 
single parent). At first, a number of 
potential parents will respond to the 
contact. Some will drop out before 
taking foster-parent training. 
Others will be screened out as inap
propriate foster parents. Still 
others-as many as 25 percent
come to training (which lasts from 
10to12 weeks in the Baltimore Con
ference program) and decide not to 
become foster parents. It takes very 
special people to become foster 
parents, because the program's goal 
is, whenever possible, to return 
children to their birth families. That 
means adults must be able both to 
love their foster children and to let 
them go when the time comes. This 
letting go is always painful. 

Parenting HIV-positive children 
is even more difficult. Often the best 
foster parents for these children are 
people who have suffered losses of 
close family members themselves-
particularly losses of children-and 
have learned to grieve. In addition 
to the usual issues for foster parents, 
caretakers of HIV-positive children 
must be able to deal with the reality 
that their foster child may grow up 
and be healthy-or may get sicker 
and d ie. 

A flier produced by the Board of 
Child Care of the Baltimore Con-

ference, Children Need a Chance ... at 
Life, emphasizes the urgent need for 
foster parents: 

"Foster Parents can be married or 
single. They can own their own 
home or rent. They can live in a 
house or an apartment, in the city, 
the suburbs, or the country. They 
may or may not have children of 
their own. They may be grand
parents. They may be homemakers 
or work outside the home. Foster 
Parents may be your neighbors, 
friends, relatives, or you!" 

Epilogue 
Sandy, a healthy, happy baby, has 
been very responsive during our 
time at Southeast Hospital. While 
we are there, Anita Boswell, a car
diology technician, comes in to visit 
her and to hold her for photographs. 
In conversation, we learn that she is 
about to become a foster parent to 
Sandy. I ask her why she decided to 
become a foster parent. She says it 
was from "just seeing the babies." 

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke 
are full of stories of people who 
wanted to "just see the baby'' -the 
one called Jesus. Their experience of 
the Christ Child changed their lives 
forever. Today we need to "just see 
the babies" in our midst. Beyond 
this, we need to become modern
day Marys and Josephs for these 
holy children of God. 

"What child is this who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? " 

Perhaps this child is yours. 0 

Endnote: 1 In order to protect their 
anonymity, the names used for these 
children are not their birth names. 

The Reverend Doctor Nancy A. Carter, a 
freelance writer living in New York City, is 
a member of the Women and AIDS Project 
of the New York State Division for Women 
and the AIDS Education Project of the NY 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

What You Can Do to Help 

1. Consider becoming a foster 
parent or a respite foster parent. 
Contact your local child-care agen
cy to receive training. Even if you 
decide not to become a foster 
parent, the training is invaluable. 

2. Spread the word that foster 
parents are needed now in most 
areas of the country. 

3. Learn whatfostercareentailsand 
the purpose of such care. It is very 
different from adoption. Invite 
someone from a foster-care agency 
to speak to your congregation. 

4. Hospital boarder-baby programs 
and group homes for children need 
material and human resources. 
State, federal, and local funding is 
not enough. Examples of needs are 
small items, such as blankets, 
clothes, and toys, and large items, 
such as vans. Give yourselI as well. 
Volunteer to care for these children 
once a week or more. 

5. Do advocacy locally. Support 
group homes for children in your 
neighborhood. Reeducate people 
who think children with HN (or 
any children in a group home) are 
a danger to the community. En
courage action that will make it 
easier for people to become foster or 
adoptive parents, while keeping 
checks in place to screen out un
suitable parents. 

6. Support the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops' Initiative on 
Substance Abuse. 

7. Lobby for national legislation to 
address the reasons why children 
are homeless, such as poverty and 
substance abuse. 

8. Just because you are not hearing 
about the needs of children doesn' t 
mean there are none. Contact local 
agencies and find out what unmet 
needs are waiting for you. 

-N.A.C. 
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CHRISTMAS IN A 
A VISIT WITH COLOMBIA:S 
INTERNAL REFUGEES 
Amidst the improvised shacks sur
rounding the Colombian town of 
Monteria, a young woman with a 
six-month-old child in her arms ap
proached us. Mercedes was one of 
the thousands of displaced cam
pesinos (small farmers) eking out a 
marginal existence in the violence
tom province of Cordoba. A toddler 
followed his mother and grabbed 
the edge of her dress while she 
spoke: "We left the animals, the 
planted field . We were too 
frightened to stay-to be killed in 
the cross fire or to be taken away. 
They came demanding food, and we 
no longer knew which side they 
were on, what they were fighting 
for. Most of our neighbors had al
ready left. We walked and then 

spent three days living under the 
bridge until my husband left to look 
for work. Now I don't know where 
he is .... " 

This pain and a total disorganiza
tion of life are what it means to be a 
refugee. But internal refugees
those displaced within their own 
countries-are not under the protec
tion of the United Nations High 
Commissioner on Refugees. The in
ternational protocols on refugee 
matters do not apply to them. So the 
opportunity for international or
ganizations to provide help is 
limited. Yet in June 1990 the Interna
tional Council Cornrni ttee of Vol un
tary Agencies (ICV A)-a group of 
90 agencies from around the world, 
headquartered in Geneva-
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received an urgent request from 
Colombian nongovernmental or
ganizations. ICV A was asked to as
semble an international delegation 
that would visit Colombia to look at 
the state of human rights cqnong the 
hundreds of thousands o Colom
bians displaced by violenc . 

The delegation ICV A assembled 
included Poul Brandrup, &om the 
Danish Refugee Council; illiam 
Fairbairn, of the Canadian Inter
Ch u rc h Committee of Human 
Rights in Latin America; Philip 
Rudge, from the European nsul
tation of Refugee~ and Exiles ih Lon
don; Monsignor 'Bryan Wais from 
Miami's Catholi Community Ser
vices; Jean-Pierre de Walincourt, 
from ICV A in Geneva; and me. I was 
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NLIKELY PLACE 

by Lilia Fernandez 

invited in several capacities: as 
Secretary for Refugee Ministries 
with the United Methodist Commit
tee on Relief, as a board member of 
the Church World Service Immigra
tion and Refugee Program, and, on 
this occasion, as a representative of 
the World Council of Churches. Our 
group visited in April 1991 and 
wrote a report with recommenda
tions for the authorities in Colombia 
and for the international community. 

Many human-rights organiza
tions have paid attention to the 
rampant violence that once 
again engulfs Colombia. 

Americas Watch and Amnesty In
ternational have termed Colombia 
"the most violent country in the 
hemisphere." In 1989, seven people 
were killed there every day in poli ti
call y motivated assassinations
more such killings in that year alone 
than for the entire duration of the 
Pinochet regime in Chile. The Per
manent Tribunal of the People has 
denounced to the international 
community the fact that those 
crimes were committed with im
punity. The Latin America Bureau 
in London has published a full 
report of the extent of repression 
that has gripped Colombia. The 

country has literally been 
in a state of siege since 

1984. The documentation 
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of abuses is complete. It even in
cludes "An Inventory of Sor
rows" -a chronological account of 
human-rights violations compiled 
by the displaced communities of 
people themselves. Now our job as 
an ICY A delegation was to see what 
that violence has done to human 
beings-to the estimated 300,000 
displaced persons who have be
come exiles in their own land. 

Much of what we saw was dis
tressing and requires the urgent at
tention of governments, churches, 
and international organizations. But 
we also saw men, women, and 
children who are certain that a bet
ter life is possible. Because of this 
conviction, they are willing to give 
of themselves for the benefit of their 
communities-and for the indirect 
benefit of those of us who witness 
their faith. 

In the Land of Macondo 
"In Macondo nothing has hap
pened, nor is anything happening 
now, nor will it ever." So says Nobel 
Prize winner Gabriel Garcia Mar
quez about the mythical Colombian 
town in One Hundred Years of 
Solitude. The Caribbean town of 
Macondo is plagued with a histori
cal amnesia that has erased from 
conscious memory a massacre of 
peasants by the banana-exporting 
company (an event in a fictional 
past based on an actual event that 
took place in 1928). In Macondo, so
cial calami ties cannot be dealt with 
or redeemed because they are not 
known. 

TodayrnanyColombiansare ask
ing their government to acknowl
edge the reality of rampant violence. 
But in spite of his commendable ef
fo rts toward p eace, Presid ent 
Gaviria stated recently that "narco
terrorism is the number-one threat 
to Colombian democracy," ignoring 
the massacres, assassinations, tor
ture, d isappearances, control, and 
intimidation that are politically and 

economically motivated . In fact, 
deaths caused by political repres
sion outnumber drug-related 
deaths seven to one. Yet President 
Bush has launched the Andean In
itiative with a complete disregard 
for these facts, channeling millions 
of dollars in military aid that ends 
up causing great harm to Colom
bian people. It is clear that the Army 
and the paramilitary death squads, 
organized since 1984 by powerful 
landowners and the Medellin and 
Cali drug cartels, cooperate with 
each other in the wholesale repres
sion of popular organizations and 
peasants under the guise of anti
communist fervor. Young men are 
trained to become sicarios, hired 
killers, and to work in the service of 
the powerful. But even the dis
covery of a clandestine mass grave 
on the huge farm of a wealthy drug 
lord and paramilitary leader is not 
enough to bring the perpetrators to 
justice. No wonder Americas Watch 
insi sts that Colombia does not 
qualify for military aid under U.S. 
law. 

The war on drugs creates a per
fect framework for unsanctioned 
support of counterinsurgency and 
the brutal repression of unionists, 
peasants, Indian activists who are 
reclaiming their land under Colom
bian law, and anyone else who is 
organized. The cost for Colombian 
society is staggering. 

The Displaced Communities 
Laura stands out in my memory, as 
I recall our visit to the refugee settle
ments. She lived in a small town and 
was very close to her married sister. 
One day her brother-in-law disap
peared. He was found dead a few 
weeks later. Two months later, her 
sister was killed. There was no mo
tive, no explanation, no clue. This is 
what happens. "This is why I came 
to Monteria, to stay alive," she said 
simply. 

Poul Brandrup and I had been 
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chosen to go to Monteria, capital 
city of the province of Cordoba in 
the Caribbean, while other mem
bers of the delegation visited other 
sites. One percent of landowners 
still control 84 percent of the 
farmland in this province. Cordoba 
has been an area of intense guerrilla 
activity and vigorous popular or
ganizations, especially of in
digenous people and campesinos. 
At the same time, it is the focus of 
military and paramilitary activity. 

In Monterfa we visited the shan
tytowns where some 35,000 dis
placed people like Laura are living. 
Among them are a few thousand 
farmers who fled the 1988 flood of 
the .Sinu river. As "la violencia" 
spreads through Cordoba, the rural 
poor have no option but to become 
squatters in a wide ring around the 
town. They call their settlements 
"invasiones." Disputes around land 
ownership are themselves a source 
of violent repression. The settle
ments lack water, sewerage, gar
bage collection, health care, 
recreation, education. "But we need 
our children to learn," said Alma, a 
widow in her thirties, "so we collect 
what we can to pay a teacher to 
teach them how to read and write, 
at least.. .. " We also met Berta, a 
woman in her forties who bakes 
bread to sell in the settlement. She 
looked busy and efficient, sporting 
a T-shirt that might have been more 
at home in a Miami fast-food res
taurant, as she spoke for los 
desplazados (the displaced people). 
"The children get sick a lot," she 
said. "They get parasites. We have 
no bathrooms, and when it rains, 
this scene is horrible." 

In addition to lacking basic 
resources, the squatters are recover
ing from traumas experienced by 
refugees everywhere. Surviving 
men suffer from a loss of identity 
when they can no longer earn a 
living for their families. This was the 
case of Mercedes' husband. Families 



Top: Lilia Fernandez of UMCOR sur
rounded by fellow members of the ICV A 
delegation . Middle: Members of the 
women's organization work together to 
help those in need. Bottom: Transporta
tion across the river. 

have been separated. Children have 
been emotionally scarred by the 
atrocities they have witnessed and 
by the losses they have sustained. 

"Women Want Peace" 
Women play a crucial role in resist
ing the violence. Take, for instance, 
the introduction to a statement en
titled ''Women Ask for Peace." It 
was brought to President-elect 
Cesar Gaviria by six peasant women 
from Cordoba. It asks for protection 
of the community's right to safety. 

"Without even shaking the 
dust off our shoes, so as not to 
waste the only present we 
bring you from our forsaken 
land of Cordoba, we arrive at 
the Andean highlands, a 
group of ordinary women 
from the countryside, 
wounded by the sorrows of 
our motherland, for the 
destruction of our young 
democracy, for the social, 
economic, and cultural injus
tices that we have suffered at 
the hands of alien and selfish 
interests." 
Or take a women's organiz.ation 

in a Cordoba settlement. Cogniz.ant 
of the fact that women and children 
are the large majority of survivors 
among the displaced, a group of 
women from the town of 
Monteria-not rich by any stretch of 
the imagination-are trying to im
prove their situation. They are con
ducting literacy classes, giving 
instruction in basic health, organiz
ing sewing and baking workshops, 
providing skills for survival, and 
even offering family counseling. 
Eliana, a vivacious middle-aged 
woman with apparent leadership 
skills, told us that "the income 
generated by the sewing and baking 
workshops goes to meet special 
needs, like a child's stay in hospi
tal." On behalf of the organization, 
we were given a paper fan, hand
painted and decorated with lace, as 

a present. ''We make these and sell 
them," Eliana said, "in order to raise 
funds so we can help our sisters." 

The initiative taken by ordinary 
poor people in this township in 
reaching out to their even needier 
sisters was an inspiration for all of 
us. Not only were the townspeople 
sharing their time and material 
resources but their zest for the work 
and their resolve to struggle for a 
better life for all in their community 
were such as to surely instill a new 
spirit of hope among the new
comers to the settlement. 

Waiting for the Good News 
As we celebrate Christmas, let us 
remember the displaced people of 
Colombia who, in their suffering, 
are joined by millions of refugees 
around the world. 

This Christmas, the internal 
refugees of Colombia are those for 
whom the Savior brings good news, 
according to Isaiah: "The Lord has 
anointed me, on me his spirit has 
fallen; he has sent me to bring good 
news to men and women who are 
humbled, to heal broken hearts, 
promising the release of captives, 
the opening of prison doors .... " 
(Isaiah 61:1 ) 

As a member of the ICV A delega
tion, I was witness to the active
even joyful-expectation of "the 
good news" among the displaced 
people of Colombia. In their 
courage and fortitude, the women 
of Monteria were for me the bearers 
of good tidings. Seeing them, hear
ing their stories, I felt like one of the 
shepherds in the fields outside Beth
lehem, awakened from slumber and 
invited to discover, in an unlikely 
place, in a very dark hour, that the 
Light of the World has truly come to 
dwell among us. 0 

Lilia Fernandez is Secretary for Refugee 
Ministries with the United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) and is Vice 
Chair of the Church World Seroice Immigra
tion and Refugee Program. 
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I 
n Chontola, a Quiche 
Indian village in the 
highlands of Guate
mala, the violence 
began one day in 1980. 

The army arrived at dawn, breaking 
down the doors of the houses, stab
bing and shooting people at ran
dom. Soldiers piled several bodies 
in the center of the village and set 
fire to them. They herded at least 15 
people into the sanctuary of the 
local Methodist Church, placed a 
high-explosive device on the pulpit, 
and padlocked the door. The result
ing blast destroyed the building and 
those inside. 

Whenever the army returned, 
many villagers fled to the forest. 
Government troops rampaged 
through the village, destroying 
crops, burning houses, shooting and 
stabbing people at will, cutting out 
villagers' eyes and tongues, grab
bing infants by the legs and ripping 
their fragile bodies in two. 

Thus commenced the long night 
of repression. In a scene repeated 
throughout Guatemala's pic
turesque highlands, the scorched
earth campaign was carried out 
wi th zeal. The violence visited upon 
Indians was devised to extinguish 
any flame of resistance from the 
country's long oppressed majority. 
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The army ordered all churches in 
the area closed. Most religious 
workers-blamed frequently for 
stirring up the people-fled the 
area. Carrying a Bible, especially the 
readily understood Version Popular, 
could easily merit death. 

In 1982, the government set up 
"civil patrols" throughout the rural 
areas, compelling adult men to give 
a day or more each week to patrol 
their villages. The squads served as 
an efficient means of internal con
trol. Many of the distasteful tasks of 
repression passed from the army to 
the paramilitary patrols. 

Men who didn't show up for 
patrol duty were declared sus
pected guerrillas and punished ac
cordingly. A week after the patrol 
was organized in Chontola, Diego 
Panto; a young Methodist, had not 
reported for duty. Patrol members 
found him walking through the 
community's corn fields with his 
cousin Manuel. The patrollers 
seized the two men, torturing them 
and leaving them for dead. 

When Maria Tomasa, Diego's 
wife, got word of what had hap
pened, she went running to the spot 
where the two men lay. She found 
Manuel dead, half his face missing. 
Yet her husband was still breathing, 
his arms and face covered with 
bloody slashes. Maria, seven 
months pregnant at the time, recalls 
that when she lifted Diego's head 
with her hand, her fingers sank deep 
into the back of his head where the 
patrollers had slashed his skull with 
machetes. Realizing there was no 
hope for his survival, she sat quietly 
with her husband until he died two 
hours later. Villagers buried the two 
men on the spot. 

Families in Flight 
At dawn the next day, Maria took 
her two children and fled. In a near
by community, she gave birth to her 
third child, a daughter. Two months 

later, with repression spreading 
across the highlands, she took her 
children and fled to Guatemala City. 

Life in the capital's crowded 
slums was hard, especially for In
dians. They were often treated as 
something less than human by 
Guatemala's dominant ladino 
(Spanish-speaking non-Indian) 
minority. So, after two months, 
Maria decided to risk a return to the 
highlands. She took her family back 
to Chontola, where the army forced 
them to live in a "model village." 
Maria lived in the compound-in 
which activity was strictly control
led-for more than a year. During 
that time, her malnourished new
born died. 

Prayer held Marfa together 
during those difficult months. "All 
we had was prayer," she recalls. 
"When we had to flee in a hurry, the 
Bible was left behind. Prayer was 
something we could take with us. 
Prayer allowed us to survive." 

In late 1983, as tensions began to 
relax slightly, villagers steeled 
themselves to approach the local 
army commander for permission to 
worship together again. A permit 
was granted, and the Methodist 
congregation began to gather in a 
rustic shelter. From some 500 mem
bers before the violence, the con
gregation was reduced to only two 
families. Several former members 
had been killed. Others had fled the 
village for other communities or for 
exile outside the country. Still others 
were simply afraid . 

In the years since, the congrega
tion has grown slowly in numbers. 
Today, Chontola's Methodist 
Church of the Redeemer has some 
80 members, many of them widows 
and orphans-the fruit of the last 
decade's violence. Rusting away be
hind the new cement-block 
sanctuary is a pile of twisted metal 
girders, all that remains of the 
former church building of Chontola. 
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The Ruth and Naomi Project 

W 
hile small in numbers, 
the Methodists of Chon
tola- like the followers 
of Jesus in the early 
church- have worked 

hard to ensure the survival of the 
most vulnerable members of 
society. The church sponsors a self
help group for widows, providing 
consolation and spiritual guidance 
as the women make the difficult ad
justment to life without their 
partners. The group helps the 
women survive economically- not 
by handing out charity but by sup
porting the women's own organiz
ing efforts to better their lives. 

In 1984, the group of 20 widows 
received an initial grant from the 
church to buy 100 chickens. They 
built a chicken house and fattened 
the birds, supplementing their fami
ly diets with eggs while selling the 
surplus to buy chicken feed. 

Evoking the Old Testament 
widows, they named their group 
the "Ruth and Naomi Project." Then 
they drew up plans for an enterprise 
that would provide work for both 
themselves and their children. With 
proceeds from their egg sales, the 
women bought thread. Kneeling 
together on the ground outside their 
workshop, they employed their 
traditional backstrap looms to 
weave the thread into beautiful 
designs. 

Then they built a small workshop 
and acquired four sewing machines 
from national church leaders. The 
village pastor, who works part-time 
as a tailor, tutored a group of seven 
orphans in the skills of the trade. 
The youth set to work producing 
shoulder bags fashioned from their 
mothers' weaving. 

The bags are sold in the tourist 
markets in Antigua and Panajachel, 

Right: Marfa Tomasa, president of the 
Methodist Church's "Ruth and Naomi 

Project," weaving with a traditional back
strap loom. Page 19, top to bottom: A 

member of the civil patrol in Quiche 
province, Guatemala; the Guatemalan 

military has forced some 900,000 rural 
residents-mostly Indians-to participate. 

An Indian child in San Jose Sinachi, 
Guatemala, learns to read and write at a 

school provided by the Methodist Church. 
Guatemalan mother and child. 

where fie rce competi tion k'eeps 
prices low. The widows' weaving 
earns each woman an extra $2 or $3 
a month. The youth earn a similar 
amount and also learn a marketable 
skill. Several of the first group now 
work as tailors-they can earn up to 
$2 a day. Younger orphans have 
replaced them in the project. 

The widows have searched for an 
alternative market for their beauti
ful p roduc ts-one that would 
generate greater income-but so far 
have had no success. They hope to 
develop a relationship with one of 
several church-based groups that 
market Third World crafts in the 
United States, Canada, and Europe. 

Maria, the group's president, 
says the project has been an exercise 
in empowerment for the widows. 
"We've been the ones to make all the 
decisions since the beginning," she 
says. "And that's new for us, since 
we're used to sharing the decisions 
with our husbands. Now we have to 
make decisions to survive." 

Of the 20 widows in the project, 
only 4 are evangelical Christians. 
The remainder are Catholic or prac
tice traditional Mayan religious cus
toms. Although the group's goal 
isn't to proselytize, Maria insists the 
project is a form of evangelism. 'We 
are all human beings with a need to 
be loved," she declares. 'W e love 
God, and we share that love wi th 
widows and orphans." 

Weaving History and Tradition 
These heirs of Ruth and Naomi are 
also engaged in a project of cultural 
survival, in which the church
often guilty of disparaging or exter
minating traditional indigenous 
culture- encourages its nurture 
and promotion. Kneeling in the 
shade of their apple trees to weave, 
the women of Chontola delicately 
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manipulate brightly colored thread 
into huipiles and trajes, featuring 
designs passed down from their 
Mayan ancestors. The widows work 
with pride, honesty, and respect for 
both their history and themselves. 
They may not be able to read a book 
about their traditions, but they can 
receive and pass along their culture 
through the cloth they fashion. 

As their fingers send the shuttle 
from one side of the weave to 
another, their bodies flexing to alter
nately tighten and loosen the warp, 
the women are determined that 
their families, their villages, and 
their cul tu re will survive. It is a quiet 
yet urgent struggle, for the women 
and their families contend not just 
with cultural imperialism but also 
with the entrenched and deadly 
racism that makes Guatemala the 
South Africa of Central America. 

Members of the wealthy ladino 
elite of Guatemala have exploited 
the Indians since the Conquest, 
stealing their land and exploiting 
their labor. Today, 2 percent of the 
families own 70 percent of the land. 
In the highlands, 9 of 10 indigenous 
families live on plots too small to 
meet basic needs-what Eduardo 
Galeano terms "plots the size of 
graves." Some 100,000 people have 
been killed in the last two decades to 
maintain that status quo. 

"I'm Important to God" 
In a country where the dominant 
culture has made the word Indian an 
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"When we had to flee in a hurry, 
the Bible was left behind. 

Prayer was something we could 
take with us." 

insult, the church offers indigenous 
people, especially women, an affir
mation seldom available to them 
elsewhere. Declares Maria, ''When 
people don't consider me impor
tant, I just remember that I'm impor
tant to God. The ladinos have 
marginalized us, but God hasn't 
done that. We're daughters and 
sons of God. People may say other 
things about us, but God takes us 
into account." 

Chontola is but one of many ex
amples of both the suffering and the 
faithfulness of the Methodists of 
Guatemala. More than 10 percent of 
the denomination's members were 
killed ~uring the early 1980s. Five 
pastors were assassinated; countless 
lay preachers and lay leaders, mur
dered . Twenty percent of the 
church's members fled their com
munities to escape the genocide. 
Some remain outside Guatemala. 
Others live as refugees in their own 
country. (See also Colombia's inter
nal refugees, pp. 12-15.) 

Marcos Garcia, the president of 
the National Evangelical Methodist 
Church of Guatemala, believes that 
the martyrdom of the church 
changed forever how it sees the 
world. "Before, our concept of the 
church was limited to what we ex
perienced inside the four walls of 
the sanctuary," he declares. ''We 
worshiped, we prayed, we read the 
Bible and took the offering. There 
was nothing complicated in that. 
Yet when the violence came, it 
wrought a tremendous change in 
us. The church has had the blindfold 
removed from its eyes. We can see 
more clearly the true mission of the 
church." 

Marcos recalls how pastors had 
to flee, leaving their flocks behind. 
At least 15 local churches were 
closed by the army. Yet the faith 

hung on and manifests itself today 
in a variety of life-giving projects. 
"In many places we feel like we've 
experienced a resurrection," he 
says. ''For so long, we felt like just 
the trunk of the tree remained. 
Today we're putting out limbs and 
branches and leaves once again." 

M 
ost of the church's 
40 congregations 
carry out special 
ministries with 
widows and or-

phans. In the New Jerusalem 
Methodist Church of Lemoa, 
widows learn to read while their 
children learn carpentry and animal 
husbandry skills . In San Jose 
Sinache, a school built and staffed 
with Methodist funds provides in
struction to 125 children who other
wise would receive no education. In 
Santa Cruz de Quiche, a church or
phanage provides loving shelter for 
30 children . Many of these 
programs-including the Ruth and 
Naomi Project-have received 
grants from the United Methodist 
Advance and United Methodist 
Women's Call to Prayer and Self
Denial. 

Although violence and human 
rights violations continue to plague 
the indigenous communities, the 
Methodist Church in Guatemala
with scant resources but consider
able faith-is not waiting for easier 
times to begin the Lord's work. It 
has passed through the refiner's fire, 
and what has emerged is a jewel 
draped in the colorful, hand-woven 
raiment of Mayan farmers. D 

The Rev. Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist 
missionary seroing as a General Board of 
Global Ministries program interpreter with 
the Evangelical Committee for Aid and 
Development (CEPAD) in Managua, 
Nicaragua . His article on a village 
Christmas in Guatemala begins on page 38. 
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aking Rooms in 
Col bus, Ohio 

by Alma Graham 

It is August 22, 1991, a summer day 
in Columbus, Ohio. I'm he e attend
ing the National Seminar of the 
Women's Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church. In her 
Action Group on "Homeless 
Women and Children," Judy Hunt 
(of the Health and Welfare Minis
tries Program Department) has 
plunged us into a new, all-day, all
week awareness of how it must feel 
to be homeless-without a room at 
the inn. Today, we are on a field trip, 
in search of short-term strategies 
and workable long-range solutions. 

First we'll visit the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network in Columbus, 
through which churches provide 
homeless families with emergency 
shelter. Then we are going to see a 
duplex being renovated for single 

'\ 

mothers through the Phoenix Al
liance program. Finally, our bus will 
take us to the Habitat Neighbor
hood of the Greater Columbus 
Habitat for Humanity. There, we'll 
visit with some new homeowners. 

Rescuing Families 
Three years ago, Richard Stowell 
gave up his job as an engineer to 
start and to coordinate a growing 
Interfaith Hospitality Network. Be
tween January 1989 and July 1991, 
68 congregations in Columbus 
provided 7300 volunteers to furnish 
overnight emergency shelter for 704 
families. The first congregation to 
host families was the United 
Methodist Church of the Master. 
Today, 23 of the Network churches 
in Columbus, Ohio, are United 
Methodist-a full 34 percent. 
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At Habitat for Humanity, Joanne Avers 
showed us an Ethiopian homespun cotton 
blanket. In Ethiopia, she said, it could be a 
shawl to wear to market or a bundle to 
carry your goods home. For the sick, a 
blanket might be a stretcher; for the dead, 
a shroud. ''Then there are people who have 
no home at all, and so a blanket is a tent ." 



l 

"On any given night," Stowell 
tells us, "we have 25 to 30 families. 
Last night, we had 102 family mem
bers in six different churches." 

"A family can self-refer or can be 
referred to us by any city agency," 
Stowell continues. A family must 
come to the Day Center (which is in 
a church) by 4:30 or 5:00 P.M. to be 
checked in. About 5:30 or 6:00 P.M. 
each day, a van transports them to 
one of the host churches. Each 
church hosts 3 to 6 families-12 to 
18 individuals-from 6:00 P.M. to 
7:00 A.M. for a week at a time, on an 
8-to-12-week rotating schedule. 

"At each host church," says 
Stowell, "the guest families have 
dinner with the volunteers. Each 
family has a private sleeping area, 
such as a classroom or a divided 
fellowship hall . Next morning, they 
have breakfast, pack a lunch, and 
then, if they choose, come by van 
back down to the Day Center." 

At the Day Center, Stowell takes 
us down to the fam'ly area in the 
church basement. In a large inner 
room, full of sofas and cribs, 
children are napping. One little boy, 
about 3, has his face turned to the 
sofa back. He sleeps peacefully, his 
inner privacy intact, even as his 
outer privacy is violated . 

"The single parent in our pro
gram," Stowell says, "probably 
doesn't have vocational skills to 
secure employment that will pay 
more than minimum wage, and at 
minimum wage she can' t afford to 
pay child care. Last year (1990), the 
average rental in this city was $348 
a month. The average AFDC (Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children) 
payment for a woman and two 
children was $334 a month-less 
than rent. So she can't afford hous
ing, she can't get training, she can't 
afford child care, and she can't make 
it on public assistance." 

Rescuing Houses 
The Phoenix Alliance program 
responds to these dilemmas. It 
provides subsidized housing, child 
care, counseling, health benefits, 
education (through completion of 
the General Equivalency Diploma, 
or GED), and vocational training for 
single mothers on AFDC. The aim is 
to break the cycle of welfare. 

The duplex shown at the top of 
the page is one of the Phoenix 
Houses in Columbus. It is being 
renovated by the North Broadway 
United Methodist Church. First, the 
Columbus Housing Partnership 
(CHP, a private, nonprofit organiza
tion) found the house. Then the con
gregation "adopted" it and 
provided $7500 in seed money. That 
made possible a matching grant 
from the Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board. CHP purchased the house 
for about $7,000, and the renovation 
will cost about $48,000. The con
gregation will do $3,000-4,000 worth 
of hands-on work. Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) money 
is available through the City of 
Columbus to pay for about 60 per
cent of the renovation. "So," says 
Stowell, "we can purchase and 
renovate a duplex and provide each 
side of it for about $220 a month per 
family . While a family is going 
through the Phoenix program, they 
don' t have to pay rent. When they 
complete the program, they may 
market-rent the house or buy it. 

"After the closing on this house, 
North Broadway brought a crew of 
people down, including a lot of kids. 
They cleaned it out- took out all the 
windows, took up the carpeting, 
scraped walls, took off plaster, d id 
tuck-pointing. The renovation is a 
combination of contract work 
managed by CHP and volunteer 
work by the congregation. There 
will be new drywall,. new wiring, a 
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new furnace, some new plumbing, 
new siding, new windows, 
weatherproofing, and insulation. 
The house will be redone, inside and 
out. Come fall , congregation mem
bers will do some landscaping. 
They'll collect the furniture and fix
tures. Then they may assist in the 
education program and in mentor
ing the families who live here. 

"Of 115 United Methodists who 
volunteered to help with this house, 
80 percent had been previously in
volved with the Hospitality Net
work. So the Network had been a 
catalytic experience for them." 

Building a Community 
The last stop on our tour is the 
Greater Columbus Habitat for 
Humanity project. (Habitat for 
Humanity International, the parent 
organization, is a General Advance 
Project of the National Oivision of 
the General Board of Global Minis
tries.) Here, our guide is Joanne 
Avers-so brimming over with 
Christian love and joy that she 
glows and gives off sparks of ener
gy. Some of the children in her com
munity call her "Mrs. Habitat." 

"I'd like you to see the impact 
we've had on this neighborhood," 
Avers says as our bus explores its 
streets. "We've been here 4 years 
and we have 21 properties. 

"Now the neighbors are 
motivated to rehab their own 
houses. They' re putting on new 
roofs and siding and they're clean
ing up the alleys and yards." 

The families, Avers told us, have 
a certain amount of input into the 
design of their houses. "They can 
choose be tween fans in the 
bedrooms or a whole-house fan in 
the hallway. Sometimes they even 
get to choose which lot they want 
before the house is built. That 
doesn't always happen, but it is nice 
if they can have that much power." 

The families make a $500 down 
payment and work 500 hours of 
sweat equity. "They're our best 
partners," Avers says. "They sign a 
mortgage for 20 years. They'll be 
paying about $100 a month for a 
mortgage for their own house, a lit
tle yard, a garden. It's a great gift, 
because we never collect interest. 

"I wish I could introduce you to 
all the families. That's what really 
makes it for me-to see how they've 
got the idea of passing love on. They 
keep asking, 'Can we help more?' 
They finish their 500 hours of work 
and they say, 'Can we keep work
ing? Can we keep helping you?' 

"Habitat is a grass-roots or
ganization that has really snow
balled . There are 600 projects now in 
the United States and Canada, and 
we're in 100 different places in 31 
other countries around the world. 
All of the local affiliates give a 10 
percent ti the to keep the sponsored 
projects going in the 31 countries. If 
we all take hands and work together 
and do what the Lord did, we can 
make a difference." 

We pass a house where a crew, 
headed by production manager Lou 
Buckalew, is·putting trusses up (see 
p. 21, 2nd from bottom). We can see 
houses in all stages of construction. 
College students build on their 
spring breaks. People take vacations 
to work on Habitat houses. Profes
sionals and amateurs freely con
tribute their energy and skills. 

Farther on, Mrs. Edna Randolph 
and her sons graciously guide our 
30-woman bus tour through their 
beautiful new home. Later, Joanne 
Avers and I return to this block with 
John Goodwin, and Mrs. Pat Spen
cer invites us in. She and her family 
moved in just two weeks ago. Alicia, 
5, has her own room now. There is a 
big kitchen with cabinets that can 
hold a lot of happiness. And the 
Spencers-Pat, Alicia, Courtney 
(13), and Kerry (11)-are now 
proud homeowners, as you can see 
in the photo at bottom right. 

"What excites me so much in 
Habitat," Joanne Avers tells us, "is 
that it doesn't matter about your 
status in life. You don't have to ask 
what church anybody is from, how 
much money they make, how much 
education they have. We want to be 
partners and neighbors and friends. 
That's what I love about Habitat. 
One of our brochures says: 
'Everybody can be great because 
anybody can serve."'O 

Alma Graham is Editor of New World 
Outlook. 
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December 
in the Prayer Calendar 

This section is intended as a supplement to the 
1991 Prayer Calendar. The centerfold forms a 
poster that can be detached from the magazine 
and used to decorate your wall or bulletin board. 
It contains an original poem first published 
in the 1991 Prayer Calendar and not 
available anywhere else. 

The following stories and the 
pictures will open up a window 
through the Prayer Calendar pages 
to let you see what lies behind 
some of the names of people and 
projects that the calendar lifts 
up for prayer in December. 

Joyce Sass Nydia Irizarry de Jara 

Pray for Joyce Sass on Her 
Birthday: DECEMBER 11 
Joyce Sass serves as principal of the 
Mccurdy School in Espanola, New 
Mexico. McCurdy aims to educate 
children and youth in a Christian 
environment, providing oppor
tunities for spiritual as well as men
tal and emotional growth. 

Joyce is concerned about the ef
fects that divorce, lack of family 
structure, child abuse, and sub
stance abuse have on her students. 
She says: "Young people today are 
faced with many stressful situa
tions. Because we are a small school, 
teachers are able to give more atten
tion to the individual, and we hope 
this caring and concern assist the 
students in their learning and 
living." A large portion of M<:Curdy 
students (about 73 percent of whom 
are Hispanic and about 3 percent 
Native American) go on to some 
form of higher education. 

Pray for Nydia Irizarry de Jara on 
Her Birthday: DECEMBER 20 
Nydia Irizarry, a diaconal minister 
from the Puerto Rico Annual Con
ference, was commissioned in 1989 
to serve the Methodist Church in 
Chile. Nydia says: "When I was 17 
years old, I gave my heart to Jesus 
Christ, as my Savior. From then on 
my life has been learning, growing, 
and serving others with love. God's 
nearness in my life changed my 
young selfishness and my superfi
cial mentality to one of commitment 
to the gospel and the kingdom of 
God." 

In her current missionary work, 
Nydia draws on her past experien
ces as teacher, evaluation coor
dinator, and high school director. 
She serves as Director of the 
Religion Department at Santiago 
College (founded in the last century 
by Methodist missionaries). She also 
teaches and promotes Christian 
Education in the local churches and 
on the national level. She travels to 
different parts of Chile offering 
Christian Education seminars, 
which, she says, gives her a lot of 
satisfaction. "The brothers and 
sisters are eager to learn, and they 
demonstrate a high interest in work
ing in their faith community." 

What Is the 
Prayer Calendar? 
A desktop engagement calendar featur
ing letters from missionaries, the Prayer 
Calendar is the most complete source of 
information on United Methodist mis
sion. If you use it daily to guide your 
personal or group devotions, by the end 
of the year you will have prayed for 
every one of the nearly900 missionaries, 
670 projects in the United States, and 1900 
projects in the world connected with the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

Here is what some readers have to 
say about the Prayer Calendar. 
• "I enjoy praying for the missionaries 

and mission projects every day as 
part of my morning devotions." 
(Rev. John Van Tine, Wilmington, DE) 

• Next to the Bible, the Prayer Calendar 
is my most used reference." (Mar
garet Johnston, Ypsilanti, Ml) 

• ''This Prayer Calendar was a gift to me 
and I am enjoying it greatly." (Marie 
O'Steen, DeKalb, IL) 

Have You Ordered Your Prayer Calen
dars for 1992? 
To receive your personal and gift copies 
of the 1992 Prayer Calendar, use the mail
order form on page 47. 
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May tny first waking thought 
be of you, 0 God, 

sliding frotn sleep to consciousness. 
In that silken ntotnent 

with the mind's voices 1nute, 
ntay you shine in transcendent beauty 
within the thousand altars of tny soul. 

Flood tny heart and tnind 
with your presence 

so I tnay glide frotn bed 
· singing alleluias. 

Dorothy/. Mosher 

General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
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Decem.ber in the Prayer Calendar <continued> 

Pray for Church and Community 
Renewal in Scott County, 
Virginia: DECEMBER 11 
Scott County, in the Appalachians 
of southwestern Virginia, is the 
beneficiary of a wide range of 
United Methodist-related pro
grams, including: adult basic 
literacy training, a food-buying 
cooperative, a ministry that 
provides burned-out families with 
enough household items to start 
over, a food pantry, a homework 
center with trained tutors, a sum
mer program for children, and a 
thrift shop, whose proceeds are 
used to help low-income families 
pay for unforeseen emergencies-in 
a county where one out of every five 
persons lives below the federal 
poverty level. 

Prayer Calendar: A Brief History 
The first mention of any kind of 
prayer calendar dates from 1911. 
The records of the Woman's Mis
sionary Society report that "recogni
tion of the value of united prayer led 
to the decision to publish a Prayer 
Cycle containing monthly subjects 
for prayer-the cost not to exceed 25¢." 

The term Prayer Calendar was first 
applied to a publication of the Evan
gelical Woman's Missionary Society 
between 1934 and 1946. It was used 
to remember missionaries on their 
birthdays. 

The oldest copy in the archives of 
the General Board of Global Minis
tries dates back to 1947. Similar to 
the 1949 calendar in the photo, it 
was small enough to be held in the 
palm. Since it had only 64 pages, it 
was bound by staples. It gave a brief 

Deaconess Betty Purkey, a 
church and community worker in 
Scott County, describes one of the 
other programs made possible by 
The United Methodist Church. "The 
work camp program has made a 
number of houses warmer, safer, 
and more comfortable through the 
efforts of volunteers. The inside of 
one house was completely cleaned 
out, plywood was put on the floors, 
and linoleum was put down by 
flashlight and lamplight in the 
home of an elderly man who lives 
without any electricity or running 
water. It was worth all the time and 
energy just to see this man smile 
from ear to ear. One little girl was so 
touched by her experience on the 
work team that she gave her entire 
weekly allowance to help toward 
the cost of building materials for the 
home of the elderly man." 

Pray for the Center for Retarded 
Children (Centro Juan Wesley) in 
Santiago, Chile: DECEMBER 17 
The John Wesley Center provides 
care and training for 40 mentally 
challenged children from low-in
come families. Since many of these 
children have additional problems 
(they may be deaf, blind, or physi-

list of projects and told who staffed 
them, but there were no address lists 
in the back. The 1947 calendar sold 
for 30¢. 

Around 1957, a comb binding 
was introduced to let the calendar 
lie flat. It was still palm-sized, and a 
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cally challenged), the staff at the 
center is a multidisciplinary team 
made up of teachers specializing in 
blindness, speech, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, ~nd special 
education. At present, 9 children 
with urgent needs who cannot be 
cared for at home are housed full
time at the center. If funds could be 
obtained to finish the second floor, 
there would be room for 30 children. 

Each year since 1972, the center 
has hosted the Festival de la 
Esperanza. Three hundred mentally 
challenged children and youth from 
institutions in Chile and Brazil par
ticipate in a three-day festival of 
music, song, and dance performan
ces. This gives the children a chance 
to share their talents with the com
munity and encourages the com
munity to accept the gifts and graces 
of the children. 

list of missionaries' addresses at the 
back almost required a magnifying 
glass. By 1957, the price was 50¢. 

The calendar's dimensions were 
increased two times, as more and 
more information was packed into 
it at the request of readers. A list of 
retirees was added in 1972, a few 
photos were added in 1979, and the 
innovation for 1982 was persons in 
mission listed by country of service. 
When the current size was introduced 
in 1987, the price went up to $3.50. 

In 1990, Scripture references were 
added; in 1991, the number of mis
sionary letters was increased; and 
for 1992, there are more letters from 
missionaries in the United States, as 
well as names of retirees who died 
in the last year. The 1992 issue sells 
for $5.00---still only half the cost of 
producing it. 0 
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The Story of 
the Missing 
Christ Child 
The story that follows is one I first 
heard on May 7, 1991, at a weekly 
service of worship and of Christian 
fellowship. That Tuesday night our 
group saw a film, As If It Were 
Yesterday. This was an award-win
ning documentary by Myriam 
Abramowicz and Esther Hoffen
berg about the heroic Belgians who 
sheltered 4,000 Jewish children 
during World War II to save them 
from Nazi death camps. One of the 
filmmakers, Ms. Abramowicz, was 
present to lead a discussion after
ward and to answer questions. 

As the film reeled off before us in 
a darkened meeting room, a series of 
riveting stories unfolded, related by 
the people who had lived them 
decades earlier. These were stories 
of extraordinary heroism shown by 
ordinary people. There were mem
bers of the underground Belgian 
resistance movement who had 
placed Jewish children with Gentile 
families. Belgian women were in
strumental in these rescue efforts. 
There were families who had risked 
their own safety to give the children 
new homes and changed identities. 
There were the rescued children, 
themselves-now adults-looking 
back on a time when they lost their 
parents and had to maintain strict 
silence about their pasts. And there 
were memories of those anguished 
parents-like a photograph of a 
Jewish mother caught in a moment 
of time, clasping the baby she would 
soon have to hand over to strangers. 

The story that follows involves a 
Jewish boy who had been placed 
with a Christian family. It is nar
rated by Maurice Heiber, one of the 
founders of the Jewish Defense 
Committee in Belgium. 

"The Missing Christ Child" 
One of the assistants came to tell me 
again: "This child has to be trans
ferred ." 

I asked: "Why?" 
"He's a thief." 
I said, "How can a 5- or 6-year

old boy be a thief? That's impos
sible." 

"They don't want to keep him." 
I said, ''You must have made a 

mistake. I'll go and see." 
I asked the people what had hap

pened. 
"Yes, he's a thief. Our little girl 

got a manger for Christmas, with 
the little Jesus and the rest, whatever 
there is. And he stole the little Jesus. 
Our little girl is very upset. She 
won't eat." 

I said, "How do you know it's 
him?" 

"He was the only one around. We 
don't want him anymore." 

So I took him aside and spoke 
with him as to an adult. "Listen, you 
know that the Nazis want to kill us 
all. And here you are with good 
people trying to save you. Why did 
you steal?" 

"Sir, I didn' t steal." 
''Yes you did!" 
"No, I didn' t!" 
I said, "You'd better tell me. 

Nothing will happen to you." 
"I have taken Jesus to hide him." 
"What do you mean?" 
"I know little Jesus is a Jew. The 

Germans could take him. So I hid 
him to save him." 

I must say, those faces. They were 
simple workers. When I told them 
the story, they began to cry. They 
held the child. 

© 1980 Abramowicz-Hoffenberg. 
Quoted by permission. 

You can encounter this story in 
context by ordering the video ver
sion of As If It Were Yesterday (in 
French and Flemish with English 
subtitles; 86 minutes; $50 + $5 han
dling) from Films Now and Then, 
201W. 91st St., 3A, NY, NY 10024. 

The film is also available in 
various library collections: the Don
nell Library Center of the New York 
Public Library, the New York 
University Media Library, and the 
libraries of such universi ties as Yale, 
Johns Hopkins, and the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst. Often 
Myriam Abramowicz leads discus
sions following showings to groups. 
(For further information, contact the 
editor of New World Outlook at 212-
870-3765. The film would make an 
ideal topic for a "Living Values" 
mission study session.) "In a social 
documentary," Ms. Abramowicz 
says, "where what is seen can be a 
tool to change people's lives, it helps 
to let them speak after they see it." 

The Belgian rescue efforts did 
more than change Myriam 
Abramowicz' life; they made it pos
sible. Her own parents were rescued 
by the people whose altruism she 
celebrates and whose memories and 
testimonies she keeps alive. 

- Alma Graham 
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The Story 
otthe 
Reappearing 
Christ Child 
by Wilma J. Roberts 

"Who will care 
for this child? 

He is yours. He 
needs your 

love. He needs 
ahome.Who 
will care for 

Jesus?" 

d there been quite as udi 
excite n · Vila da.Miseria's tiny 
chapel! Gleem chil ren darted 
every)Vhere as their families and 
frie ds crowded into the simple 14-
b 4-foot hovel-like frame building 
in one of the poorest areas of 5ao 
P ulo, Brazil. After the intense heat 

d humidity of a late December 
ay (summer in the Southern Hemi

sphere), the slowly setting sun and 
faint evening breeze heightened 
their joy. Lack of space inside gav 
some of the men an excuse to sta 
outdoors where it was a trifle coole . 
They were peering in the open ·n
d o ws waiting eagerly for the 
Christmas pageant to begin. 

Two tiny Christmas balls--rall the 
ornaments the congregation could 
afford-hung on a frayed red ribbon 
over a simple manger scene, an
ticipating the arrival of Mary, 
Joseph, and the baby Jesus. Some
one had lovingly handcrafted an 
aluminum foil star with a 40-watt 
bulb inside. It perched precariously 
above the manger on a wire drawn 
from one of the two ceiling sock
ets----each with a single 60-watt bare 
bulb. This was all the light the 
chapel had. But, at exactly the right 
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mome t that star would shine forth 
to heraJ<i the birth of the Christ 
Chil . 

Sen'hor Pedro and Dona An
nam ria, lay evangelists fro?.1 
C al Church, were special guests 
tonight. They had started this little 
congregation two years before. 

ow, waiting for the crowd to le 
own, their hearts overflowed 'th 

gratitude as each recall hO · s 
congregation ad begun in t e 
shade of the bre la tree over be
hind Senhor eilrlos' shanty. Many 
of the children they had invited to 
their s~al outdoor Sunday school 
would' tie in the program tonight. 
They ould hardly wait for the 
you~g performers to appear. 

Soon melodious voices rang out 
from a small a cappella choir 
squeezed in between the pulpit and 
the manger. Then other children 
solemnly took their places to 
portray the Holy Family. The baby 
Jesus was about four months old
not a newborn-but no one seemed 
to mind. Everyone was beaming as 
the excited children proudly 
dramatized the story of their 
Savior's birth. 

Ten-year-old Jaime, born with 
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Photo Essay: 

ist 
by John Goodwin 
Photos by John Goodwin, Marjorie 
Loory, and Elena Solonenko 

September 9, 1991, brought 16 Rus
sian children, aged 7 to 15, to New 
York. Natives of Minsk, Belorussia, 
a city downwind of the 1986 Cher
nobyl nuclear disaster, they came to 
the United States for medical tests. 
The General Board of Global Minis
tries was a trip sponsor. 

The trip included tours of New 

York City, Washington, D.C., and 
Richmond, Virginia; a free shop
ping spree (jeans and running shoes 
were a hit); stays with 11 host 
families from Richmond-area UMC 
churches; and medical exams at the 
Medical College of Virginia. 

The medical word: No signs of 
illness, but annual examinations are 
advised. With good medical reports, 
gifts, and happy memories, the 
children must have felt as if it were 
Christmas in September. 0 



' . . - ' ·- ... .. -· . -· -

Clockwise from top p.30: 
-Julia Makaed and Elena 
Solonenko, both 7, with Barbie dolls . 
-Corn shucking at a barbecue at 
the D.C. home of the Board's Rus
sian consultant, Marjorie Loory. 
-Maxim Doujenko, just 12, at a 
surprise breakfast birthday party. 
-Elena Solonenko borrowed 
Goodwin's camera to capture this 
snapshot of him and of her friend 
Julia. In Washington, volunteer 
tour guides came from the Duke El
lington School of Perfonning Arts. 
-Chaperon Faina Antpova, Direc
tor of the Sport-Press Association, 
with Julia and Elena at the Medical 
College of Virginia. 
-Andrei Pissarev, 10, asleep. 
-Posing at Columbia University in 
New York City on their first morn
ing in America. 
-Watching stone carvers sculpt the 
"Portal of Paradise" at N .Y.C.'s 
Episcopal Cathedral of St . John the 
Divine. 
-Boarding the bus for Richmond. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1991 31 



32 

Below, top to bottom: 
- The Rev. Bruce Weaver, 
UMCOR' s Interim Associate 
General Secretary, and Marjorie 
Loory helped serve the last break
fast in America at a McDonald's 
restaurant on Broadway. 
-The Rev. Paul McCleary, 
Director of the Christian 
Children's Fund, welcomed the 
group to Richmond. 

Right, top to bottom: 
-The Wall Street site of George 
Washington's first inauguration 
was on the New York tour. 
-Enroute to John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, the bus 
stopped at Rockaway Beach. 
Most of the children (like Andrei 
Pissarev, shown here) were 
seeing the ocean and walking on 
a beach for the first time. 
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Tonga: 
• 

ong 
My first Christmas in Tonga stands 
out as the most vivid in my memory. 
I discovered then what it was to 
share a Christmas with people 
living among the stars, the tiny 
specks-of-islands in the vast Pacific 
Ocean. Christmas comes to Tonga 
first every year because of the 
country's location on the Interna
tional Date Line. Tongans say Tonga 
is "where time begins." 

Christmas in Tonga is a time for 
returning home. My wife 'Ofa and I 
made the journey from the capital, 
Nuku'alofa, to the tiny island of 
Hunga, her home and, in time, mine 
as well. Lilieta and her husband 
came from Hawaii by way of 
Micronesia, where they had been 
working. Fataua came from his job 
in Nuku'alofa. Hau'ofa arrived 
from New Zealand. All the children 
were home except Ua, who couldn' t 
make it from New Zealand in time. 

On Christmas Eve, in mid-after
noon, I carried a bucket of water to 
the enclosed flat rock behind the 
house and took a bath. Afterwards, 
I put on a clean shirt and tupenu, 

by Richard Thompson 

then wrapped on my ta' ovala and 
slipped into my sandals. 'Uhila and 
I were ready, so we walked quickly 
to the church, stepped over the low 
gate in the fence, and joined the 
children and parents gathered there. 
The faifekau (minister) was seated in 
a chair on the porch that extends all 
the way round the church building. 
Someone brought out another chair 
beside him and motioned for me to 
sit there. By this time, 'Uhila was 
among the children giving direc
tions. Behind them, one of the 
fathers held up their Christmas tree, 
a large, freshly cut branch of the ahi 
tree decorated with a few balloons 
and colored ribbons. Each child had 
come with a small basket of candy. 
At 'Uhila' s signal, they put their bas
kets under the tree and then sat 
quietly on the grass in front of us. 
We watched their program, which 
consisted of a few hymns and Bible 
recitations of the Christmas story. 

Then came an event for which I 
was unprepared . One by one, the 
children went to the tree and 
retrieved their baskets, which con-

tained a few pieces of candy, a bal
loon, or a small toy. As they brought 
them forward, each chose some
thing (usually a la rge piece of 
candy) and placed it at my feet and 
at the feet of the other faifekau. 'Uhila 
explained that the children were 
giving thanks for God's gift of Jesus 
Christ and for the many gifts they 
received by returning some to the 
church. It was all I could do to sto
ically acknowledge their gifts. The 
chasm between those little ones, 
with their meager baskets from 
which they shared, and what I had 
so often witnessed in American 
homes at Christmas was im
measurable. I could bridge that 
chasm only by way of tears. 

In most homes, there is a family 
feast on Christmas Eve, and so there 
was in ours . Afterwards, we all 
made our way to the church for the 
late-night service by lantern light 
(there is no electricity). After this 
service, many in the congregation 
continue to sing carols, starting at 
the church and strolling through the 
village by lantern and torchlight. It 
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is a lovely sight and sound, as from 
a distance the strains of familiar 
tunes bearing unfamiliar words 
come intermittently on the wind. 
Between the houses, I could see the 
glow of lanterns, the whipping 
flames of torches, and apparitions of 
people moving in and out of the 
light. When they entered our yard, I 
began to recognize faces and voices. 
They sang a hymn in splendid four
part harmony. I could see many 
more people watching and listening 
beyond the circle of illumination. 

After the carolers moved on, I lay 
in bed, still listening to the singing 
as it moved farther off, broken by 
the wind. Through flapping cur
tains, I glimpsed a few stars and 
clouds piling up, a storm moving in. 
It was so warm, so different, so far 
away from what I'd known. Still, it 
was Christmas. 

• • • 
Christmas Day begins with wor

ship in the church. Then the con
gregation shares a feast in a 
member's home. This is the pattern 
for the whole week. It culminates in 

Left: Christmas in Tonga with Richard and 
'Ofa Thompson and their daughter Rebekah. 
Right: The Rev. Richard Thompson at a 
Tongan Christmas feast . 

my favorite ritual of the Christmas 
season in Tonga, on po le'o, the last 
night of the year. 

A service begins around ten 
o'clock and consists of ten sermons 
by ten different preachers. So many 
sermons make the final night of the 
year seem like an eternity, yet this is 
an opportunity for the many lay 
preachers to share this important 
time. Between each sermon, "mini
choirs" (consisting of a family or a 
group of friends) perform anthems. 
Many are original compositions, 
made especially for this night. I have 
had people from the capital tell me 
they appreciate the choirs from 
Hunga because the music has a 
traditional Tongan sound. 

The best part of the service comes 
at midnight. The choirs have 
finished and the last preacher has 
tailored the last sermon to end just 
before the stroke of midnight. There 
is silence as the old clock on the wall 
behind the pulpit strikes 12 times. 
Then we hear the shuffling of feet 
and the sliding of pews on concrete 
as the congregation forms two long 
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reception lines. We pass before one 
another, grasping hands, kissing 
cheeks. Overhead, the gas lanterns 
hiss away, while below there are 
whispered New Year's greetings 
and choked-back sobs of reconcilia
tion. It is a time for new beginnings 
with those who share a home on this 
tiny island. Here, we cannot flee our 
relationships or hide from who we 
are. Some, I am sure, simply go 
through the motions of this last
night ritual. For others, the fervor of 
reconciliation and forgiveness may 
be forgotten within a week. Still, 
people know they are connected. In 
the little Tongan village, this New 
Year fe'iloaki is an expression of 
genuine community. Who we are 
and have become in our common 
life, and even common origin, 
fosters a deep knowing that we are 
relatives-a people. 0 

Richard Thompson is pastor of the Yreka 
(California) United Methodist Church. A 
clergy member of the California-Nevada An
nual Conference, he and his wife 'Ofa served 
as missionaries in Tonga: 1987-1990. 
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CHRISTMAS 
INTHE 

PHILIPPINES 

The Philippines is con-rr· ~~-" 
sidered to be the only 
Christian country in 
Southeast Asia. Thus 
Christmas here is a well 
celebrated occasion. 

In urban areas like 
Metro Manila, the 
western influence is highly notice
able in the Christmas celebration. It 
can be heard in the English 
Christmas carols on radio and 
television and can be seen in the 
Christmas displays in department 
stores, offices, streets, parks, 
churches, and homes. In the tropical 
climate of the Philippines, displays 
include Christmas wreaths and 
Christmas trees painted or sprayed 
with white paint to look like snow. 
Other Christmas symbols from 
colder climes include snowmen, 
Santa Claus, and the reindeer. 

The celebration of Christmas ac
tually starts with the Simbang Gabi 
(Evening Service) 10 days before 
Christmas Day. The Christian faith
ful go to their churches at 4:00 A.M. 
every day until Christmas Day to 
hear mass and listen to homilies 
about the Savior's birth. After mass, 
the joyful, festive mood of the 
season manifests itself in front of the 
churches. Vendors sell different 
kinds of native rice cakes. The cakes 

by Lydia S. Aherrera 

The traditional Noche 
Buena is the highlight of 

~~~:•~• .. ~"""91a.'\.the Christmas celebra
;tt'4ta•'>ll. · tions. After the Christmas 

~G1t£lllr;'~~U~1~~ Eve midnight mass, the 

are complemented by a hot drink 
called salabat, made from ginger. 

The star lantern called parol is a 
typical Filipino decoration. Almost 
all homes, rich and poor, have 
parols hanging in front of their win
dows and doors. These lanterns 
come in different sizes, shapes, 
colors, and designs. Multinational 
companies sponsor annual lantern 
contests and award large sums of 
money for the best lantern designs. 

Within the season, caroling and 
gift giving are a practiced tradition. 
Children and teenagers look for
ward to Christmas visits to their 
godfathers (Ninong) and god
mothers (Ninang) . In return, the 
godparents present them with gifts 
of either goods or cash. This custom 
enhances the children's fellowship 
with their godparents. 

Christmas is also a celebration of 
family reunions and gatherings. 
Special events such as weddings 
and baptisms are scheduled to take 
place during Christmastime. 

families and relatives 
gather together and share 
a table laden w ith a 

variety of sumptuous foods. For the 
rich, the n ain dish is the native 
lechon (roast suckling pig). Follow
ing the feast, gifts are exchanged. 

In the rural areas, the people still 
make the traditional native rice 
cakes wrapped in banana and 
coconut leaves and young bamboo 
poles and baked under burning rice 
husks. These native cakes are shared 
with Christmas carolers and with 
relatives and friends. 

The Christmas season extends 
through New Year's Day and offi
cially ends on Epiphany-January 
6. During this period, it is still ac
ceptable to give and receive gifts in 
commemoration of the greatest gift 
of all-Cod' s gift of the Savior. 0 

Lydia S. Aherrera is a layperson serving on 
the General Board of Global Ministries' 
Board of Directors. She is a representative 
from the Philippines Central Conference and 
was the first laywoman to chair the Con
ference Board of Trustees. She and her family 
reside in Metro Manila, Philippines. 
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Christmas 
in Norway 
by Tove Odland 

Norwegian Christmas Traditions 
By A.O. 500, a special celebration was 
held in Norway at the end of 
December, the darkest time of the 
year, to herald the turning point in 
the return of the sun. It was called 
jol, meaning "the midwinter feast." 

After A.O. 1030, when Chris
tianity became the official Nor
wegian religion, the "sunfeast" 
became a Christian celebration com
memorating the birth of Jesus. Be
tween 1300 and 1400, the name 
changed from jol to jul, akin to yule, 
a name fo the Christmas season in 
the English-speaking world. 

Many current Christmas customs 
in Norway trace their roots to the jul 
celebration before the coming of 
Christianity. Candles were both 
scarce and sacred. They had to be 
molded on certain days and in cer
tain ways. Ordinarily, people con
served candles, but during the 
December celebration, candles were 
used in abundance. Generosity was 
a hallmark of the season. People 
who had very little all year tried to 
be as generous as possible during 
the season of celebration. 

In Norway (as in ancient Rome), 
there was a custom of decorating 
parties and feasts with evergreen 
branches. According to tradition, 
evergreen branches were taken into 
the living rooms of homes to sym
bolize life surviving the rigors of 
winter. Even though this custom 
was banned by the Catholic Church 
in 1460, it persisted in some places. 
As part of the jul celebration, people 
planted evergreen trees outside 
their houses and spread green 
branches on their floors. 

Thus the evergreen tradition was 
established before the advent of the 
Christmas tree, which came into use 
in Germany between 1500 and 1600 
and spread to Norway around 1850. 
It began as a custom for the rich in 
the cities and later spread to the 
countryside. In the beginning, 
Christmas trees were decorated 
with different kinds of bread and 
cake shaped like animals and 
people. Later, Christmas trees were 
bedecked with decorations made of 
paper, homemade candles, assorted 
goodies, and sometimes presents. 
Other ornaments were used later. 
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In Norway, Santa Claus has the 
name nisse. It comes from the male 
name Nils that is related to Nicolaus 
(Saint Nicholas), a bishop who lived 
in Asia Minor around A.O. 300. The 
tradition of giving gifts goes back to 
the Roman custom of giving 
presents for the new year. The cus
tom came to Norway around 1800. 
It was said that Saint Nicolaus 
would bring presents to well-be
haved and friendly children. In Nor
way, this nisse tradition blended 
with legends about "the small 
people" said to live underground 
up in the hills. The little people had 
many different names. It was very 
important to maintain good 
relationships with them, as by 
giving them food at Christmas. 
Slowly over the years, Santa Oaus 
has evolved into a figure combining 
the qualities of the old traditional 
nisse and Saint Nicolaus. (Do your 
children leave a snack for Santa?) 

Christmas in Norway Today 
The arrival of Advent (around 
December 1) heralds the beginning 
of preparations for Christmas. 
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Page 36: St . Lucia festival in the church before Christmas . Above, left: 
Norwegian nisse with Christmas porridge. Right: Joining hands to walk 
slowly around the Christmas tree at church. 

Christmas cards, cakes, cookies, and 
decorations are made. All busi
nesses have a pre-Christmas party. 

But the big event is Christmas 
Eve! Traditionally, neither the home 
nor the Christmas tree should be 
decorated before Christmas Eve, 
and children should not see the tree 
before the lights are turned on late 
in the afternoon. 

Midday on Christmas Eve, the 
family meal consists of rice porridge 
in which a single shelled almond 
has been placed. The person who 
finds the almond will receive a spe
cial present of sweets. Finding the 
almond is a prized achievement! 

In the afternoon, nearly everyone 
goes to church. Church attendance 
is at an all-year high! (There is also a 
large attendance on Christmas Day, 
but the numbers are not as great.) 

After the Christmas Eve services, 
families return home (often with 
friends and invited guests) for the 
traditional Christmas dinner. In 
many homes, the Christmas story 
will be read from the Bible, even 
though it has just been heard in 
church. Traditional food for 

Christmas dinner varies in the dif
ferent regions of Norway and in
cludes such dishes as smoked fish 
and smoked ribs (mutton or pork). 
Special Christmas cookies will have 
been made-at least seven kinds! 

After dinner, it is time for the 
presents. Sometimes the gifts are al
ready under the tree. On other oc
casions, a knock at the door will be 
answered to find a family member 
dressed as a nisse carrying the 
presents in a large sack. This tradi
tion is less popular in Christian 
homes since the nisse are still as
sociated with pagan customs. 

Another special tradition is to 
hold hands, forming a circle, and to 
sing carols while walking slowly 
around the Christmas tree. This 
tradition is popular not only in 
private homes but also in churches 
and other places where Christmas 
feasts and parties are held. 

The day after Christmas is also an 
official holiday. There are parties at 
homes, churches, and community 
organizations. The merrymaking 
continues through New Year's Day 
and for at least another week. 

During the festivities, every person 
visiting one's home must be given 
something to eat. Otherwise, the 
Christmas spirit will be taken 
away-a legacy from the nisse! But 
on the 20th Christmas Day, all 
celebrating must end . The 
Christmas tree and other decora
tions must be taken down. 

In Norway, everybody celebrates 
Christmas, but not everybody 
knows the true meaning of the 
celebration. For Christians in the 
church, it is a very special time to 
preach the good news and to tell 
people about the loving and forgiv
ing God. It is a time to collect special 
offerings to alleviate human suffer
ing. It is a time to show solidarity 
and love for others, as God's love for 
us and solidarity with us have been 
shown in the birth of Jesus. 0 

Tove Odland is executive secretary of the 
Board of International Relations of The 
United Methodist Church of Norway and a 
director of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. Trained as a social worker, she is 
active on many denominational and 
ecumenical committees and boards. 
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Guatemala: 

A uiche 
Christmas 
by Paul Jeffrey 

At midday on December 24, the vil
lage women climb through the steep 
corn fields to the Methodist Church 
sanctuary on top of the hill. On their 
heads they carry bowls full of corn 
dough. 

Earlier in the day they mixed the 
corn with lime and cooked it until 
soft. Then, kneeling on the hard
packed dirt floors of their homes, 
they ground the mixture by hand on 
a grinding stone passed down 
through several generations of 
Mayan ancestors. Now they carry 
the masa to the church, where other 
women-many of them widows-
are arriving with their daughters. 

In the sanctuary, they mix the 
masa with other ingredients: chick
en, to ma toes, cinnamon, and a selec
tion of seeds that will give the 
resulting tamales a distinctive red 
coloring, unique to the Quiche 
Christmas festival. (The Quiche are 
the indigenous Indian people of 
Guatemala.) The masa is now 
cooked again in huge pots balanced 
over smoking fires. As the women 
excitedly share news of the village, 
their hands are always busy, stirring 
the bubbling pots, caring for 
children, or weaving cane fibers in to 
long bands to be sewn together in 
the making of straw hats. 
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When the bright red masa has 
cooked for two hours, they cool the 
mixture and form it into lumps that 
they wrap in green ez'kon leaves. 
During the rest of the year, tamales 
are wrapped in banana or maize 
leaves. For the Christmas feast, the 
rarer ez'kon leaves are used. When 
the tamales are all assembled, they 
are placed in the pots to cook for 
another two hours or more. 

Next, the women prepare the 
sanctuary, placing green pine 
boughs everywhere, even on the 
floor. For the Quiche Indians, pine 
signifies an important occasion. If it 
has been a good year for their har
vests, they prepare a chocolate 
drink. In poorer communities, tea 
or weak coffee is prepared over the 
fires. 

About sunset, the families begin 
to arrive. The men have spent the 
day working their corn fields. If the 
fields are in good shape, they take 
the afternoon off, sitting around 
with their friends to chat about com
munity life. Family members who 
have gone down to work on 
Guatemala's coastal plantations 
come home for the Christmas Eve 
gathering. If for some reason they 
can't make it, they will do all that 
they can to be home for New Year's 
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They carry in 
their hearts 

• empowenng 
memories of the 
amazing story 
of how God 
came to live 

among people 
just like them. 

Day, when the indigenous families 
will again celebrate together. 

At 7:30 P.M., the worship service 
begins. The faith community spends 
the evening singing and reading 
Scriptures, giving each person an 
opportunity to share a favorite song 
or passage or to relate testimony 
about God's involvement in each 
one's life. About 10:00 P.M., the pas
tor shares a sermon, telling once 
again the familiar story of Jesus' 
birth to a poor family in Palestine. 

In the humble village, where 
families live much as they have for 
centuries, the story falls on under
standing ears. They know from their 
own experience about the repres
sion and poverty of Jesus' time. 
They feel their own hopes swell as 
they hear the Magnificat. They 
remember their own loved ones 
when they hear about the massacre 
of the innocents and the. flight into 
Egypt. Surrounded by the fragrance 
of pine, they sing more songs, and 
midnight arrives. 

The service ends as youth in the 
village set off firecrackers and send 
rockets streaming into the dark sky 
of the highlands. The congregation 
sits in little groups, eating the 
Christmas tamales, drinking choco
late, sharing thoughts about the 

year behind them, guessing-and 
hoping-about the year ahead. Al
though the children soon fall asleep, 
the adults continue to talk until at 
least three in the morning. Then 
they walk slowly back through the 
dark to their humble homes to sleep. 

At 5:00 AM., they rise to prepare 
the day's food or to ready their tools 
for another day in the fields. Al
though they work on Christmas 
Day as on any other day, they are a 
little more tired as the day wears on. 
Yet they carry in their hearts em
powering memories of the story 
told them the night before-the 
amazing story of how God came to 
live among people just like them. 0 

The Rev. Paul Jeffrey is a United Methodist 
missionary seroing as a General Board of 
Global Ministries program interpreter with 
the Evangelical Committee for Aid and 
Development (CEPAD) in Managua, 
Nicaragua. His story of the Ruth and Naomi 
Project in Guatemala begins on page 16. 
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KWANZAA 
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN FESTIVAL 
by Ezekiel C. Makunike 

Over the last quarter century, 
African Americans have created for 
themselves a culturally and socially 
meaningful festival that stems from 
their cultural roots in Africa. The 
seven-day festival called Kwanzaa is 
for some Americans not so much a 
replacement for Christmas as a 
deepening of the gift that God gave 
to the world through His son. It 
reminds us that God gave us the 
very gift of life itself. Kwanzaa 
starts the day after Christmas and 
extends to New Year's Day. 

Kwanzaa was created in 1966 by 
Dr. Maulana "Ron" Karenga, a 
Black Studies professor. The same 
spirit that moved Alex Haley in the 
classic research that led him to his 
African roots in Juffure Village, 
Gambia, must have likewise moved 
Dr. Karenga. 

In Swahili (a language widely 
spoken in eastern Africa), the word 
kwanza means "first." As the name 
of the African American celebration, 
it refers specifically to the "first 
fruits ." The extra "a" at the end of 
the word was added to give the fes
tival of Kwanzaa an American im
print. It also gives the word seven 
letters, making it an especially apt 
name for a seven-day celebration 
centered around seven principles 
and using seven basic symbols. 

In the traditional Africa of the 
past, and even in some places today, 
the planting and the harvesting of 
crops were occasions for com
munity celebration, times when cul
tural values and virtues were 
inculcated into the members of the 
community. The first crops were 
given special place and reverence. 
They were evidence of both the cul
mination and the beginning of a cor
porate process linking humanity to 
the Creator. In most of traditional 
Africa, no one was allowed to pluck 
an ear of corn or to pick a ripened 

fruit until the community mem
bers- in an organized manner
ha d performed a thanksgiving 
ceremony. For such a ceremony, all 
the people brought food for a com
munity feast. There would be sing
ing, dancing, storytelling, feasting, 
and fellowship. 

The African American Kwanzaa 
festival lasts from December 26 to 
January 1 and utilizes seven basic 
symbols. The first symbol is mazao, 
or crops, represented by fruits and 
vegetables. The second is the mkeka, 
the straw mat on which the other 
symbols are placed. The mat is a 
bond between the people and the 
earth on which everything rests. 

In the center of the mkeka is placed 
the kinara, a candle holder that holds 
seven candles--one for each night 
of Kwanzaa. Each candle symbol
izes one of the Nguzo Saba, the Seven 
Principles on which Kwanzaa is 
based . The kinara stands for the 
original stalk from which all the 
people sprang, just as a stalk of corn 
produces separate ears that can 
reproduce new stalks, continuing 
the chain of life. The seven candles 
that go into the holder are called the 
mishumaa saba . The middle candle is 
black and is lit on the first night, 
December 26. Three green candles 
are placed to the left of it and three 
red candles to the right. Alternating 
left to right, a different colored 
candle is lit each night at the evening 
meal. Black stands for the African 
people. Red stands for blood shed 
and for continuing struggle. Green 
stands for Africa's land and for hope 
embodied in youth and the future. 

There must also be placed on the 
mat as many vibunzi, or ears of com, 
as there are children in the family 
(but never less than one ear) . 
Within the immediate family , 
zawadi (gifts) may be given, such as 
handmade, educational, or cultural 
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items to encourage growth and 
reward achievement. There is also a 
unity cup, kikombe cha umoja, to hold 
water that all the guests will sip after 
some is first poured to the north, 
south, east, and west as a libation to 
the ancestors and the Creator. 

Kwanzaa begins on December 26 
with work and study. All seven 
days, there is fasting from sunrise to 
sunset. After sundown, family 
members and friends gather for a 
meal. Some eat sparingly until the 
feast on New Year's Eve, limiting 
themselves to fruits, vegetables, and 
nuts. Others have delicious foods 
each night. 

In celebrating Kwanzaa, it is im
portant to note the symbols, the pro
cedures, the feast itself, and the gifts. 
The mkeka, or mat, is placed on the 
floor or on a low table. The kinara is 
placed in the center of the mat. Also 
on the mat go a straw basket full of 
fruit and vegetables (mazao) and the 
ears of com representing children 
(vibunzi). The feast (karamu) takes 
place on December 31, and January 
1 is the traditional (but not the only) 
day for giving gifts. 

The seven-day celebration of 
Kwanzaa is centered around Seven 
Principles (literally, Seven Pillars), 
Nguzo Saba. One principle is com
memorated each evening as the 
candle representing it is lit. The 
Seven Principles cited below were 
defined by Dr. Karenga in 1965 and 
are set forth in the book Kwanzaa by 
Cedric McClester (1990).1 

The first principle is umoja 
(unity), which calls us "to strive for 
and maintain unity in the family, 
community, nation, and race." 
(During Kwanzaa, people greet 
each other by saying Harambee!, 
which means "Let's pull together!") 

The second is kujichagulia (self
determination), which implies that 
we must "define ourselves, name 
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ourselves, create for ourselves, and 
speak for ourselves instead of being 
defined, named, created for, and 
spoken for by others." 

The third is ujima (collective 
work and responsibility), which 
calls us "to build and maintain our 
community together and make our 
sister's and brother's problems our 
problems" so that we can "solve 
them together." 

The fourth is ujamaa (cooperative 
economics), a symbol that we 
should "build and maintain our 
own stores, shops, and other busi
nesses" so that we can "profit from 
them together." 

The fifth is nia (purpose), which 
is "to make our collective vocation 
the building and developing of our 
community in order to restore our 

people to their traditional great
ness." 

The sixth is kuumba (creativity), 
which inspires us "to do always as 
much as we can, in the way we can, 
in order to leave our community 
more beautiful and beneficial than 
when we inherited it." 

The seventh is imani (faith), 
which inspires us "to believe with 
all our heart in our people, our 
parents, our teachers, our leaders, 
and therighteousnessand victory of 
our struggle." For Christians, imani 
also means "faith in God and God's 
promise of freedom and new life. 
We can have faith because God 
came in Jesus Christ when the world 
was troubled, walked and talked 
with folks just like us, and 
demonstrated divine love."2 

On December 31, the Kwanzaa 
karamu (feast) is celebrated by wel
coming, remembering, reassess
ment, recommitment, rejoicing, and 
a farewell call for unity. On the last 
day of Kwanzaa, January 1, the last 
principle is explained and discussed 
and the children's commitments 
and resolutions for the coming year 
are heard. Dancing and merrymak
ing and singing appropriate songs, 
including African ones, mark the 
end of Kwanzaa. A lot of learning 
and study will have taken place 
during the entire seven days. 

Most African American Chris
tians I interviewed were in agree
ment that K wanz.aa has brought 
into their experience a culturally 
rich festival that helps connect them 
to their roots. "It helps us to bring 
our families together for a purpose
ful and meaningful celebration. It is 
relevant to our experiences and is a 
festival we really call our own," 
commented John James. 

Kathy Reeves, who recently ar
rived from Chicago to work in New 
York City, had this to say: "I believe 
the message of Kwanzaa could 
apply and appeal to any racial 
groups in America. They could 
practice it as long as they did not 
water down its real significance 
among African American people. 
It was for African Americans that 
Kwanzaa was initially meant, after 
all, to fill what was void in their 
cultural experience." D 

Endnotes: 1Cedric McClester, Kwanzaa: 
Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
But Didn't Know Where To Ask, Gumbs & 
Thomas, Publishers, Inc., NY, revised 
edition 1990. 
2The Interdenominational Theological 

Cente r, Atlanta, GA, "Kwanza 
(Christkwanza) Celebration," Decem
ber 3, 1987, program. 

Ezekiel C. Makunike, a Zimbabwean in mis
sion in the United States, brings a valuable 
African perspective to his dut ies as senior 
staff writer for New World Outlook. 
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A s your church and your family 
prepare to observe Ad vent and 

celebrate Christmas, it also is a good 
time to learn more about the mission 
programs of The United Methodist 
Church. 

At the national level, various mis
sion programs have special needs 
during this season. Locally, a food 
pantry may ask churches to make a 
Christmas present of canned goods, 
other staples, or special holiday fare 
for the families and single adults 
whom they serve. 

There are cultural and national 
variations in the way that Advent 
and Christmas are observed. 
Children in the Philippines 
celebrate Christmas in ways that are 
different from children in Panama. 

My own local United Methodist 
Church has members who came 
from 28 different countries. As 
people of different countries and 
cultures share their experience of 
celebrating the birth of Christ, the 
church family can gain a deeper un
derstanding of how The United 
Methodist Church is in mission. 

In addition to the traditional 
practice of giving gifts to family 
members and friends, some people 
are adopting an alternative ap
proach to celebrating Christmas. 
Using this approach, gifts may be
come intangible items, such as a 
renewed emphasis on values, fami
ly time, and concern for others. (For 
example, see the article on Kwanzaa 
on pp. 40-41 .) 

However you may celebrate 
Christmas, the most important 
thing is recognizing that God loved 
the world and sent Jesus, as a baby, 
into the world so that we all might 
have fullness and abundance of life. 
That's the good news! 

Many missionaries have written let
ters depicting how Christmas is 
celebrated in the places where they 
serve. For example, a missionary in 
Alaska retold the Christmas story 
using images-animals, symbols, 
experiences-native to the lnupiat 
and Aleutian peoples. 

One missionary who served in 
Sierra Leone wrote about the house
to-house caroling on Christmas Eve 
and told how people exchanged 
gifts of rice and fruit. (For stories of 
how Christmas is celebrated in 
Tonga, the Philippines, Norway, 
and Guatemala, see pp. 33-39.) 

Some churches look for ways in 
which they can support projects 
such as children's homes, food 
pantries, and clothing closets. One 
church, which supported the Jesse 
Lee Home in Alaska, put up a 
Christmas tree in the church foyer. 
Members were asked to decorate the 
tree with mittens and socks-items 
that children in Alaska always seem 
to need. 

Another church, in support of a 
community toy drive, decorated a 
tree with paper ornaments. On the 
back of each ornament, the 
decorators had written the name of 
a toy that they wanted a member to 
purchase. (They asked for new toys 
because they felt that each child 
should receive at least one gift that 
was not recycled.) To avoid duplica
tion, members were asked to 
remove the ornament naming the 
gift they planned to purchase. So, in 
this case, seeing an undecorated 
tree-with presents piling up un
derneath-was a good sign. 

NEW WORLD ounooK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1991 

8 
-
Th~ 

r~ 
mu 
Seri 

Sitt 
Reii 
Nei 
To i 
"Fe 
Fo1 

~, ... ,.,. ... )es 

There is a booklet of alternate 
Christmas ideas entitled Whose 
Birthday Is It, Anyway? (To order, 
specify The United Methodist ver

sion sponsored by UMCOR. Single 
copies, $3.00; 50+, 75¢; plus ship
ping: Alternatives, P.O. Box 429, 
Ellenwood, GA 30049. Call 404-961-
0102 for information.) This booklet 
expresses concern over the commer
cialization of Christmas and sug
gests giving to mission projects in 
lieu of giving unneeded Christmas 
presents. "What Gifts Shall We 
Bring? A Giving Calendar" 
provides daily suggestions from 
December 1 through January 4. 

One family decided that each 
family member would receive only 
one gift and gave the balance of their 
Christmas shopping money to an 
Advance special project. 

The African American Kwanzaa 
observance encourages families to 
focus on seven princi pies during the 
week after Christmas as a way of 
"re-centering" the family following 
the Christmas commercial blitz. 
While observing Kwanzaa, families 
and churches can learn about mis
sion programs around the world, 
especially community development 
and children's programs. 

At home, use the Prayer Calendar 
in family Advent devotions. Re
search and sing Christmas carols 
written in different languages. Sup
port a project ministering to home
less families as one family to 
another. Light candles as a way of 
renewing our Christian commit
ment to be a light in darkness. And 
always keep Christ in Christmas. 0 
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BOOK REVIEW 
The Glorious Impossible 
Text by Madeleine L'Engle 
Illustrated with frescoes from the 
Scrovegni Chapel by Giotto 

Simon and Schuster Books for Young 
Readers 
New York, NY, Hardcover $19.95 
To order: 1-800-223-2348 
"For human beings it is impossible. 
For God nothing is impossible," 
Jesus told his disciples. 

"Possible things are easy to 
believe," Madeleine L'Engle tells 
her readers. "The Glorious Impos
sibles are what bring joy to our 
hearts, hope to our lives, songs to 
our lips." 

L'Engle deftly describes the 
mystery of the Annunciation and 
many other holy mysteries in this 
simple, yet remarkable, way. "The 
wonder of the Incarnation can only 
be accepted with awe. Jesus was 
wholly human, and Jesus was whol
ly divine. This is something that has 
baffled philosophers and 
theologians for two thousand years. 
Like love, it cannot be explained, it 
can only be rejoiced in." 

The Glorious Impossible presents 
the life of Christ, from the Annun
ciation to Pentecost, as depicted in 
the frescoes of the Scrovegni Chapel 
painted by Giotto 700 years ago 
(circa 1304). Photographs of this 
wonderful collection of frescoes 
have been beautifully bound by 
Simon and Schuster with a retelling 
of the stories of the life of Christ by 
Madeleine L'Engle. To find a book 
containing the creations of either of 
these artists is a treat, but to find one 
book containing both is a Christmas 
present well worth giving. 

The depth and maturity of 
Madeleine L'Engle' s faith is evident 
in her narration of the scenes 
depicted in the frescoes. ''To be a 
Christian is to believe in the impos
sible," she writes. ''Jesus was God. 
Jesus was human. This is what 
Scripture affirms." L'Engle writes 
from the point of view that Jesus' life 
on earth shows us love is more im
portant than the law. "Everything 
that Jesus was doing threatened the 

religious rulers in Jerusalem," she 
says, explaining the "Expulsion of 
the Merchants" scene. "He lavished 
healing love on people they thought 
were unworthy. He told stories (he 
was a great storyteller), pointing out 
that love was more important than 
law." She guides us in the feeling 
that Jesus came to free us from the 
darkness and coldness of earth
and of our own hearts. 

L'Engle describes and comments 
on the scenes with innocence and 
awe, in very down-to-earth terms 
that are warm and huma , yet 
powerful and holy. "Holding the 
child in her arms, rocking, singing, 
Mary wondered what was going to 
happen to him, this sweet innocent 
creature who had been conceived by 
the incredible love of God and who 
had been born as all human babies 
are born. God, come to be one of us." 
She succeeds in conveying the 
mysteries in such simple terms t~at 
a child can grasp them and with 
such care that adults will find 
deeper meanings in her words. 

"Jesus came to us for love, and he 
died for us for love, and he rose from 
the grave for love, and he ascended 
into Heaven for love, and the Com
forter came to us to teach us love. So, 
beloveds, let us love one another as 
Jesus has called us to do. Amen. Al
leluia! Amen." 

Merry Christmas, dear readers! 0 

-Christie House-Forni 

Christie R. House-Forni is an Editorial As
sistant to the Literature Editor for the Mis
sion Education and Cultivation Program 
Department of GBGM. 
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Mission Work of The 
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A new 30-minute video in 
VHS format from the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 
Available at conference media 
libraries or call (212) 870-3782. 

• home viewing 
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• churchwide viewing Use it for: 

• mission fairs 
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Save these dates! 
March 25-28, 19'3 

to attend 

Global 
Gathering 

'93 

Indianapolis, IN 

Connecting with the P~"e 
Connecting with the sp[rit 

Gemnl bid of Global Mlniatriee 
The United Methodist Church 

Looking for 
that perfect 

Christmas gift? 

Missionaries of The United 
Methodist Church: Through the 
Camera's Eye celebrates over a 
century of mission work 
through vivid, historic photos. 

Order Missionaries of The United 
Methodist Church (#1381, @ $10.00 
each plus postage and handling) 
from: Service Center, General Board 
of Global Ministries, The United 
Methodist Church, 7820 Reading 
Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, 
OH 45222-1800. 
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VIEWPOINT 

Signs of the Times 

This year began under an uncertain 
cloud of mobilization for a military 
conflict that started and ended in 
scarcely a month. The lives of in
dividuals and families were sud
denly, unexpectedly d isrupted, as 
reservists were called into active 
duty in a faraway land. Sometimes 
the call-up included both parents in 
our increasingly rare two-parent 
families. 

The recent availability of the 
movie Dick Tracy on videocassette 
called to mind an incident from last 
year's Christmas shopping season. 
A "Steve the Tramp" doll, sold by 
the Walt Disney Company and 
modeled after a character in the 
movie, was expected to be a hot 
sales item. Ad copy on the packag
ing for the doll described it as an 
"ignorant bum ... dirty and scarred 
from a life on the streets. You'll 
smell him before you see him." 

At the Stamford (Connecticut) 
Town Center, a dozen picketers 
protested the sale of the doll, com
plaining that the i tern demeaned the 
homeless. It topped their list of 
"warped toys for Christmas." This 
solitary protest caused the doll to be 
removed from the shelves of 1200 
Kay Bee Toy and Hobby stores. 

The persistent presence and es
calating danger of urban crime-
particularly its life-threatening 
impact upon innocent children
has been a boon to the business of 
firms that sell protective security 
items. For example, the Spytech firm 
in New York City sells bulletproof 
baby blankets, baseball caps, coats, 
and T-shirts, ranging in price from 
$99 to $550, and capable of stopping 
a 357 Magnum or a 9 mm slug. 

Dr. Randolph Nugent 

Such contemporary signs echo 
the Christmas story. A decree went 
forth, issued by Emperor Caesar 
Augustus, that all the Roman world 
should be counted, registered, and 
enrolled, including the colonized 
Jewish subjects of Rome, so that they 
could be taxed. The military adven
tures of Rome were expensive-not 
unlike the billions poured by our 
government into the Persian Gulf 
war. The Roman government had to 
bleed every dollar it could get from 
its most vulnerable subjects. 

Like the men and women called 
to active duty all across the United 
States, Joseph and Mary were forced 
to leave their home and travel a 
great distance to do their govern
ment's bidding, even though Mary 
was about to give birth. 

But a holy thing happened in a 
cave stable on the way to the Beth
lehem tax office. Mary gave birth to 
the Son of God, the Prince of Peace. 
Amid the crisis of human need 
caused by government demands 
and designs, God took up residence 
in human flesh. 

On the hillsides surrounding 
Bethlehem, shepherds-an un
savory and even loathsome lot in the 
eyes of Jewish religious society
were keeping watch over their 
flocks by night . The shepherds 
themselves were despised outcasts 
struggling to survive in a hostile 
physical and social environment. 
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Suddenly, an angel from heaven 
was heard to say: "Fear not, for be
hold, I bring you good news, glad 
tidings, of a great joy which shall 
come to all people. To you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior 
who is Christ the Lord." 

"Good news, glad tidings." The 
shepherds had heard that phrase 
before. So had all others living in the 
occupied territories of the Roman 
Empire. It was the slogan of im
perial propaganda. After each new 
Roman military victory, messengers 
dispatched from Rome would an
nounce the subjugation of yet 
another group of people with the 
words: "Good news, glad tidings." 

The heavenly angel adopted the 
slogan of military conquest to 
proclaim God's redemptive victory. 

"Good news, glad tidings." Your 
true salvation rests not in bul
letproof baby blankets but with a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths. 

"Good news, glad tidings." You 
may be "Steve the Tramp" to some, 
but you are a precious child in the 
eyes of the creator God . 

"Good news, glad tidings." Turn 
away from the tempting, temporary 
satisfaction of military victories and 
the false security of protective cloth
ing, and see how God has won the 
whole world in Bethlehem. Christ 
the Savior is born, in whom the 
world is being reconciled to God. 

"Good news, glad tidings." In 
Christ your Savior, you can be God's 
partners in reconciliation-trans
forming hostile environments into 
peaceful communities. 

Thus the signs of our times com
bine with the Christmas story to call 
us into partnership with God. 0 
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