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DEAR READER 

This picture reminds us both of the 
persistence of Christian witness, often 
under repressive and difficult 
circumstances, in many different cultural 
settings and the new vistas for mission 
partnership which God lays before us 
through changed political conditions and 
social environments. This issue provides 
extended documentation of that dual 
reminder. 

Much of that documentation comes 
from the continent of Africa. As one of the 
mission partners deeply and personally 
committed to the effort, Bonnie Totten 

Adkins surveys the first decade of the African Church Growth and 
Development Program. The figures she cites and the faith she records are 
further uplifting reminders of the transforming power of the Holy Spirit 
unleashed through mission partnership with God. 

Senior staff writer Ezekiel C. Makunike focuses our attention upon the 
past and the future in Africa in two contributions to this issue. His report 
of the l OOth anniversary celebration of The United Methodist Church in 
Mozambique tells of a mission witness which was crucial in shaping the 
successful struggle for independence in that nation and was also critical 
in providing the leadership which will continue the nation-building effort 
in the future. 

His interview with the Rev. Jose Chipenda, General Secretary of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches, projects a vision of the African 
continent at the crossroads of action and decision and the vital future role 
for the churches. 

Linda Tanquist offers a reflective, spiritual reminder of Christ's 
contextualized presence in all cultures and places. The pictures of the 
stained-glass windows which accompany her article are colorfully 
inspiring representations of Jesus of Nazareth in Africa. 

Liberian Bishop Arthur F. Kulah gives a glimpse of the personally 
harrowing dimensions of persistent Christian witness in the presence of 
armed resistance. He further offers an Easter invitation to all partners in 
mission with God to join in the task of rebuilding and renewal in Liberia. 

Three other articles complete this issue. In an article too-long delayed 
in publication, Edwin H. Maynard profiles the conversion struggles and 
joys of new Christians in Japan (anticipating the mission study emphasis 
of the May-June issue). 

Luix Overbea profiles the lifelong witness of Frank Maria, whose faith 
was nurtured in the Methodist tradition and has resulted in many adult 
years devoted to the persistent people-to-people promotion of Middle 
East understanding, acceptance, harmony and peace. 

Sarah Cunningham provides a thumbnail sketch of the latest 
translation of the Bible: the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). In so 
doing, she also documents the past, present, and future reality that 
biblical texts are God's living Word. 

On the flip-side of the poster is a liturgy for Easter provided by Diedra 
Kriewald of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, OC. It rescues 
the Easter egg tradition from the secular clutches of the Easter Bunny, 
restoring it to its rightful place in the heritage of Christian worship! 

-The Editors 
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Mission 
Memo 

The following reports about earthquake and flood in the 
Philippines and civil strife in Liberia have been taken from 
missionary newsletters. 

EARTH SHAKES IN THE PHILIPPINES 
"Just at that moment Ouly 16, 1990) the earthquake 
hit us. People tumbled around terribly. If I had been 
in my office, I would have been crushed by the falling 
filing cabinets, the safe, etc. The main fault of the 
quake went straight through Imugan. The eastern 
portion of the land moved a full four meters south of 
its original location, tearing apart 20 homes that were 
built directly on the fault, but no one in those homes 
was injured ... .It was only yesterday Ouly 24) that we 
have been able to get water in the village again. 
Before the earthquake, we sang at church 'A Shelter 
in the Time of Storm,' and it was still written on the 
blackboard last Sunday. As we gathered for the Sun
day service, that was the favorite request which we 
sang more than any other." 

-From the July 25, 1990 newsletter of Esther Rice, 
Imugan, Philippines 

" .... We grieve for the more than 1,600 killed, 3,000-
plus injured and thousands of homeless, mostly in 
the epicenter of the ... earthquake ... .In the earthquake
devastated provinces north of Manila, there is a hor
rible loss of lives and destruction of houses, roads 
and bridges, churches and big buildings .... Some six 
villages by the sea in La Union sank and are now part 
of the South China Sea. In Baguio, besides the 
hundreds of buildings that were destroyed, the 
Nevada Hotel and Hyatt Hotel collapsed and 
hundreds were trapped to their untimely deaths. 
Some sturdy survivors pinned under massive con
crete slabs and rubble prayed to God for help and 
didn't give up hope. The blessings of rain gave them 
trickles of water for drinking. The last survivor extri
cated from the rubble in the Hyatt Hotel was trapped 
there for 14 days until...rescuers skillfully got him 
out .... As of a few days ago, there were 650 after
shocks. 

-From the September 9, 1990 newsletter of 
Richard and Caring Schwenk, Metro Manila, 
Philippines 
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FLOODS RAGE IN THE PHILIPPINES 
"On August 24, 1990, at the end of three successive 
typhoons, a huge and unexpected landslide occurred 
upstream from one of our dormitories .... Twelve stu
dents were killed and it took several hours to dig out 
their bodies. 

Ninety-five percent of our food production 
capacity and 80 percent of our houses are 
destroyed .... The courage and faith of most of the 
people is still very strong and we are beginning the 
process of rebuild_ing our shattered community." 

-From the September 1990 newsletter of Delbert 
Rice, Imugan, Philippines 

"One day, around 10:00 in the morning, my friend 
and I started for Manila to attend a meeting. Sudden
ly the sky darkened and rain began to fall in tor
rents .... With the heavy rain and flooded streets, traffic 
was at a stand-still. We were stuck there till 4 in the 
afternoon. By 7:30, it was already dark. Gradually the 
flood waters began to subside. Around us people 
were walking on the streets to go home in chest-deep 
water. Inside my car, water steadily rose up higher 
than our seats. The engine stopped. I cried out, 
'Father, help me. Help me!' .... That day, people who 
were strangers demonstrated love and friendship to 
us, for which I am deeply grateful. Through this 
calamity that we have gone through together, I have 
developed a deeper love and respect for the Filipino 
people. 

-From the November 1990 newsletter of Kihwa 
Jin, Metro Manila, Philippines 

FLEEING OVIL WAR IN LIBERIA (see also page 22) 
" .... Sometimes as missionaries we have to handle the 
unexpected. Well, that is certainly what happened to 
all of us as a small insurrection turned into a large 
war and we were evacuated .... The Liberians have 
many proverbs and one seemed particularly apt: 
'When elephants fight, the grass gets trampled!' We 
began to see more wounded at the Ganta Hospital
government troops and ci vilians--and more and 
more people were fleeing to neighboring Guinea. 
Many of the hospital staff went to sleep in Guinea at 
night, returning to Liberia to work in the hospi-
tal.. .. The U.S. Embassy strongly suggested that all 
Americans get out of Nimba County, and the 
Liberian Annual Conference and the Board of Global 
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Ministries in New York agreed. There was guilt and 
some fear mixed in with great sadness at leaving un
finished the work we had begun." 

-From the June, 1990 newsletter of Jim and Mary 
Ella Brentlinger 

FALLOUT OF WAR 
Only days before the outbreak of war in the Persian 
Gulf, the Rev. Dr. Romeo L. del Rosario, United 
Methodist liaison with the Middle East Council of 
Churches, joined other foreign nationals in the oc
cupied Palestinian territories in expressing concern 
(in a letter to the UN secretary general, area consuls 
general, and international organizations) for the "un
protected status of the Palestinian community." The 
letter protested the withdrawal of personnel and 
resources by governments and international agencies 
at a time "when international witnesses and assis
tance are vital for the protection and material aid to 
the population." ''While the world is determined to 
enforce the international law," the letter insisted, "in 
the case of the Gulf crisis, it is shrinking and ignoring 
its responsibilities to the Palestinians." After the war 
began, Palestinian neglect continued. Dr. del Rosario 
reported that there is no air-raid warning siren sys
tem in the West Bank or Gaza; that there is a 
dangerous shortfall of gas masks and atropine for the 
Palestinian population of the occupied territories 
(only 173,000 gas masks for 1.65 million people); and 
that United Nations refugee workers were being 
withdrawn from the area, leaving the population un
protected. 

A day after the Persian Gulf war started, the 
Protestant Church compound in Algiers, Algeria, was 
twice attacked by crowds of students who broke win
dows and battered doors. Two United Methodist mis
sionary couples-the Rev. Hugh and Shirliann 
Johnson (Virginia Annual Conference) and the Rev. 
Steven and Faith Dickie (Oklahoma Annual Con
ference)-live in the compound. The students were 
protesting the role of the United States in the Persian 
Gulf war. Mary Sue Robinson, area executive of the 
GBGM and a former missionary in Algeria, said, 
"Many of us have lived through turbulent events in 
Algeria and Tunisia but never has any of our church
es or property been attacked. This is most disturbing 
news for future relationships in the whole region." 

DISPLACED BY DEVELOPMENT 
In his January 1991 newsletter, the Rev. Perry R. 
"Rick" Newbury, Director of Development for the 
Red Bird Missionary Conference (London, Kentucky) 
reported on a visit to United Methodist Rural Mis
sion, Inc. on John's Island, South Carolina, saying: 
''We leamed ... of the traumatic effect that high-priced 
real estate development is having upon the African
Americans who have farmed the coastal islands for 
generations. As seaside resorts and condo develop
ments have proliferated, the value of property has 
skyrocketed, which in tum has forced real estate 
taxes up. Consequently, low-income African
American farmers and homeowners are being forced 
to give up their property and often relocate to the 
inner cities. And the wealthy (who) are moving into 
the islands ... never seem to notice. 

DEATHS 
Thelma Stevens, head of the Department of Chris
tian Social Relations of the Women's Division, GBGM 
from 1940to1968, died on December 18, 1990. 
Memorial services were held at Scarritt-Bennett Cen
ter Chapel (January 4), the chapel at the Interchurch 
Center in New York City (January 8), and Brooks
Howell Home in Asheville, North Carolina (January 
10) .... The Rev. J. Nimeju Kartwe, GBGM director 
from Liberia, died January 24, 1991 in Sierra Leone .... 
Edgar Hoyt Smith, missionary to North Africa, India 
and Pakistan, passed on to glory June 29, 1990. He 
and his wife Edna served as missionaries from 1939 
to their retirement in 1979. He worked primarily as a 
pastor in evangelism and church administration .... 
Elmer H. Douglas, with 37 years of service in the 
field, passed away October 5, 1990. Elmer, whose 
areas of expertise included language studies and 
literacy, served in North Africa and Singapore. He 
was a professor at the Kennedy School of Mission in 
Hartford, Connecticut, until his retirement. Edna 
Smith and Eva Douglas both reside in Penney Farms, 
Florida .... Ruth Lawrence Mesynski passed away on 
August 30, 1990, in Warsaw, Poland. She served as a 
missionary for 24 years in Poland, Algeria and 
Tunisia. Ms. Lawrence was a former Executive 
Secretary for the Methodist Board of Missions, ad
ministering missionary work for the Women's 
Division in eight African countries. D 
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Editorial 

War and Mission 

Current editorial comment is a difficult task for a 
bi-monthly publication such as New World Out

look. Written comment which is necessarily delayed in 
appearing in print by the magazine's production 
process tends to lose its currency. 

The beginning of the war in the Persian Gulf 
(predicted in our January-February "Dear Reader" 
column) was foreseen more clearly than is the war's 
end. At the time of this writing, cease-fire proposals are 
being offered and rejected. But even a cease-fire 
provides little assurance that war is over. Wars fought 
to end all wars have a remarkably consistent way of 
repeating that purpose. By the time these words are 
read, the now-imminent ground war may be past his
tory along with the carnage which will result on both 
sides. 

Comment can be offered concerning the reactions to 
the outbreak of war. The announcement that the bomb
ing of Baghdad had begun (January 16) initially was 
greeted with shock. The stunned silence which fol
lowed the announcement at sporting events and other 
public gatherings was quickly broken by roaring cheers 
and patriotic chants. A new generation of anti-war 
activists, joined by veterans of war protests past, soon 
took to the streets in cities across the nation. And the 
television media discovered an unexpected, ready
made, 24-hour, round-the-clock, "real-war" miniseries, 
replete with dazzling electronic images, fancy charts, 
and talking heads. 

Television seems simultaneously to make war more 
near and more remote than ever before. The events of 
war were reported as they were happening, but war's 
images had more resemblance to a Nintendo game than 
to a real-life battlefield upon which human beings were 
bleeding and dying. Targets and casualties took the 
form of blips on a screen rather than rubble and corpses 
on the ground. 

Yet even in the midst of the high-tech coverage and 
the high-tech conduct of the war, age-old war reactions 
were also clearly in evidence. Mark Twain' s description 
(from The Mysterious Stranger) took on contemporary 
relevance and application: ''The loud little handful-as 
usual-will shout for the war .... A few fair men on the 
other side will argue and reason against the war with 
speech and pen, and at first will have a hearing and be 
applauded; but it will not last long; those others will 
outshout them, and presently the anti-war audiences 
will thin out and lose popularity ... . Next the statesmen 
will invent cheap lies, putting the blame upon the 
nation that is attacked, and every man will be glad of 
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those conscience-soothing falsities, and will diligently 
study them, and refuse to examine any refutations of 
them; and thus he will by and by convince himself that 
the war is just, and will thank God for the better sleep 
he enjoys after this process of grotesque self-decep
tion." 

From the beginning, the war has elicited denomina
tional a~d ecumenical response from the churches. The 
Executive Committee of the Council of Bishops (in a 
statement issued by Council President Bishop Leroy C. 
Hodapp) called upon United Methodists around the 
world to join their bishops "in an intense period of 
prayer and fasting ... until the war is ended." The Coun
cil further expressed a seven-fold hope that the war 
would end quickly, with minimal suffering and casual
ties accompanied by the hasty reunion of families and 
loved ones on both sides of the conflict; that further 
escalation of the war might be avoided and the United 
Nations would become the "viable and respected in
stitution" for maintaining "a just world order;" that 
both sides would resist the temptation to view the 
conflict as a "holy war" and that United Methodists 
would put the loving of enemies into practice; and that 
"God's Shalom may come on Earth as it is in Heaven." 

A statement from the General Board of Global Min
istries issued by the President and the Deputy General 
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Secretary of the National Division, Bishop J. Lloyd 
Knox and Robert J. Harman, recognized the remaining 
"necessity for a long-term solution" whatever the out
come of the war and reiterated its call for an interna
tional Middle East peace conference under the auspices 
of the United Nations. The statement further urged U.S. 
citizens to disavow anti-Arab and anti-Arab-American 
sentiments and actions, to respect the right of dissent, 
and to display "sensitivity to those for whom the bur
den of war is an additional injustice, especially the large 
numbers of persons of color in the ranks of the volun
tary army of the U.S." Expressing the hope that the 
United States would take the lead in an international 
provision of aid to war's victims and refugees, the 
statement called upon international agencies to recog
nize the particular vulnerability of Palestinians in oc
cupied territories and upon the churches to provide 
special care to military families and conscientious ob
jectors. 

The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, meeting in Canberra, Australia, issued a call 
to the churches (on February 12) which echoed many 
of the same concerns already cited while also calling for 
increased interfaith dialogue and cooperation, urging 
churches to ''become centers for non-violence," and 
enjoining Christians to "help build a disciplined, 
morally based non-violent movement in response to 
the war in the gulf and in response to poverty and 
suffering throughout the world." 

The WCC's call to the churches (among the signers 
were United Methodist Bishops Melvin G. Talbert, Roy 
I. Sano, and William Boyd Grove) concluded: "The 
words of the gospel cannot be reconciled with what is 

now happening in the gulf. It is on Jesus' call to be 
peacemakers that we are united and will take our 
stand." 

Throughout the United States, while the war con
tinues, people are wearing and displaying y~llow rib
bons to document their support and concern for the 
men and women in military service. The symbolism 
comes from the song lyric, "Tie a yellow ribbon 'round 
the old oak tree." 

A similar image comes from The First Letter of Peter: 
"He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness." As Dale 
Auckerman (in his book The Darkening Valley) has 
profoundly observed: "Jesus (is) the central victim in 
the midst of the annihilation (on every battlefield). Each 
victim he (knows); each passion, each death he (feels). 
He in whom God has drawn near (is) there in a 
thousand infernos with the least of all who are his. This 
means that all the ... weapons delivery systems of this 
world point toward a target that comprehends all 
human targets: Jesus." 

The appropriate editorial comment which avoids all 
dang~rs of publication deadlines is the recognition of 
our mission focus during the war and after: Jesus is not 
only the central victim but also the central presence. 
Jesus is present in all places whether we are there in 
mission or at war. He is present absorbing the world's 
sin and drawing us into a righteous relationship with 
him and with all others. 

Accepting that magnetic pull to join Jesus in mission 
where he is already present is the core of the missionary 
enterprise. It may sometimes prove to be a fatal attrac
tion but it is never a futile affinity. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 1991 7 

' • • • • • ' .. • • • • • • • ~ • • • • '· •• ., - ....... , ' ....... .. ' •• ,.'\•-.. ·--- - -· • '-<.- ~ ... . -. -



8 

Numbers Added Daily: 

Africa Church Growth 
and Development 

1981-1990 
by Bonnie Totten Adkins 

"And day by day the Lord added to 
their number those who were being 
saved." (Acts 2:47 NRSV) Thus, we 
read in Acts the story of the birth of 
the Christian church. Now, after al
most 2000 years, similar events are 
amazingly unfolding in sub
Saharan Africa. In ever increasing 
numbers, people are finding in Jesus 
Christ the saving power of God's 
love to release them from the bonds 
of hunger, poverty, alienation, op
pression, war, and personal sin. 

Now celebrating its tenth an
niversary, the Africa Church 
Growth and Development Program 
(ACG&D) has enabled United 
Methodists both to respond to and 
be responsible for like "miracles and 
wonders" (see Growth Statistics 
Chart). Such growth occurs when 

the Christian community has the 
spiritual vitality of the early church 
and is overjoyed to share its faith 
with others: proclaiming God's 
message "with boldness." 

ACG&D was developed as a new 
model for mission to assist African 
United Methodists in Angola, 
Burundi, Liberia, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Zaire and 
Zimbabwe at a time when they were 
just beginning a tremendous in
crease in their rate of growth. They 
were also experiencing rapid politi
cal changes and social upheaval
exacerbated by the pressures of the 
"east-west" conflict-as inde
pendence movements struggled for 
freedom and new nations emerged. 
New leadership was developing in 
all areas of African life. 
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ACG&D recognizes the yearning 
among Africans to assume church 
leadership as well, accepting both 
the responsibility and the sacrifice 
of Christian discipleship as they 
seek God's will for their own lives 
and that of their new nations. This 
unique mission partnership joins 
United Methodists in the United 
States, Europe, and Africa, em
powering the latter to be the major 
decision-makers regarding policy, 
program, planning, and implemen
tation for mission and ministry in 
their conferences. 

Three priorities were established 
early in the program to meet the 
greatest needs of the African 
churches. Highest priority was 
given to: 1) Leadership Development, 
pre-dominantly for the church, both 
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clergy and lay, but to include the 
larger society as well; 2) Evangelism 
and Community Development, to in
crease the understanding and faith 
of current members, and to bring 
others to a knowledge of Jesus by 
caring both for their spiritual and 
physical needs; and 3) Church Con
struction, to provide adequate 
facilities for ever increasing con
gregations and ministries. The 
timeliness and urgency of the pro
gram were evident from the 
beginning. 

Leadei;ship Development 
Central Zaire Conference (see Zaire 
Conference Chart), which had 
doubled its membership in the late 
1970s, was developing educational 
institutions at Wembo Nyama. At 
the theological seminary, a Leader
ship Development grant provided 
academic resources for the library 
and scholarships for students 
during the seminary's first two 
years. The 1982-83 and 1983-84 
academic years combined produced 
64 graduates including the young 
man shown with his family (photo, 
p. 8). He is now serving among the 
Pygmies at a local parish in his 
home area. Other graduates (includ
ing three women) are now pastors 
or working in church institutions. 
The newly established teachers 
training college received library 
materials and laboratory equip
ment, improving the quality of 
teaching and the practical learning 
experience of the students. The com
prehensive application of ACG&D's 
priorities is evidenced in an Evan
gelism and Community Develop
ment grant which further provided 
electrical power and a water system 
at Wembo Nyama. 

ACG&D began soon after the end 
of the Angolan war of independence 
in which many were killed, includ-

ing a large percentage of the clergy 
and other church leaders. Conse
quently, the high priority given to 
leadership development was most 
helpful to the Angolan church. 
Over the life of the program, ten 
Angolans (including two women) 
have received scholarships to pur
sue advanced degrees outside the 
African continent. 

The Rev. Jose Kipungo is pastor 
of the large Central United 
Methodist Church in Luanda. The 
Rev. Gaspar Joao Domingos, pastor 
of another church in Luanda, is 
giving significant leadership to the 
conference as youth director and 
secretary. Others are nearing the 
end of their studies in theology, 
journalism, medicine, nutrition, or 
sacred music, and will soon be 
giving skilled leadership in their 
conferences and the larger Angolan 
society. 

During the first decade of the 
program, Leadership Development 
funds have provided almost 50 in
d ividual scholarships for study 
toward advanced degrees outside 
Africa and over 190 scholarships for 
study on the continent. In addition, 
well over 2,500 lay persons and cler
gy have received training in 33 dif
ferent programs. The program has 
greatly improved the lives of the in
dividuals involved as well as en
hanced the leadership capabilities 
of the churches to make God's love 
real to others. 

Evangelism and Community 
Development 
Willingness to "proclaim God' s love 
boldly" by witnessing to their faith 
in word and action is key to the 
miracle of growth in these African 
conferences. Evangelism and Com
munity Development grants have as
sisted Christian witnesses in well 
over a hundred programs to share 
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Below: A crowd assembled to hear the 
gospel in Nigeria. Right: Delivering 
food from the country to the city in 
Zaire West Conference. 

their faith and their belongings, as eluding a 75 passenger bus), six 
did the early Christian believers trucks, 54 motor bikes, many 
described in the Book of Acts. The bicycles, and one boat carry the 
conference in Nigeria is a primary gospel messengers over difficult 
example. roads and waterways to widely 

United Methodist Women re- scattered congregations, as well as 
quested a mini van with a tothose whohavenotyetheardthe 
loudspeaker to gather the com- gospel. Two of the trucks in Zaire 
munityandproclaimthegoodnews West Conference are typically 
of the gospel to the assembled multi-purpose, carrying food (above 
crowds (above left). Another grant right) from the rural areas to the 
provided both transportation and people in the capital city ofKinshasa 
program funding for youth evan-· where there is a food shortage. The 
gelism in the conference where over trucks were used to carry construc
half the people are under 15 years of tion materials for the four large 
age. A literacy program was estab- churches already completed (and 
lished (including a van and bicycles the one now in process), and they 
for the director and supervisors) also transport church members to 
which last year involved 35 local evangelize the city. 
supervisors, 194 teachers and 1,508 Recognizing the valuable con
students. According to a September tribution of women to the work of 
1990 report by Mrs. Priscilla Jolly, both church and society, ACG&D 
350 of these students "accepted has started 19 women's training 
Jesus Christ as their Savior." centers. Nine are now complete. 

A van was also purchased for the Twenty-one centers have been 
conference evangelist, to be used in equipped for evangelization 
urban and rural areas for training through Bible study, and through 
pastors, conducting seminars, and training in church leadership, 
organizing revivals. Nearly 300,000 literacy, secretarial skills, sewing, 
miles of travel has resulted in the health and homemaking. 
creation and development of two A wide variety of evangelism 
new districts. Overall, the con- ministries evidence the concern for 
ference grew from 183 churches in 8 healing and wholeness. The second 
districts in 1985 to 884 churches in phase of a hospital in Burundi is 
15 districts in 1990. Clearly the Holy almost complete. In other conferen
Spirit is at work! ces, four clinics are being com-

Growth in numbers, faith and pleted. Two youth centers have 
quality of life has come through a been completed, and one is still 
great variety of evangelism and under construction. Nine tractors 
community development pro- and about a dozen agriculture 
grams. Some 35 land vehicles (in- programs are assisting with food 
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production and distribution in areas 
where hunger is always present. As 
West Zaire's Mrs. Essena Lodi, 
chairperson of the ACG&D Com
mittee, says, "The programs made 
possible through Africa Church 
Growth and Development become 
expressions of the significant bonds 
that hold together all African 
churches, so that the joys and suffer
ings of each are seen as the joys and 
sufferings of all." The early church 
feeling of sharing and fellowship is 
alive and well in the church in 
Africa! 

Church Construction 
As church members witness to their 
faith in these various ways, growth 
continues. The third ACG&D 
priority, Church Construction, 
provides facilities for the larger con
gregations which have resulted, as 
well as for new congregations. 

Northeast Zaire Conference is 
one of two new conferences formed 
in Zaire in 1985, as a result of the 
doubling of church membership 
since 1980. A church construction 
grant purchased roofing and build
ing materials for 14 new churches. 
Faithful United Methodists, such as 
the members of Kayuyu United 
Methodist Church (p. 11 , left), joy
fully provide the manual labor to 
erect their churches, after first 
providing the land and baking the 
bricks. As they physically build 
their church by sharing their gifts, 
they are lovingly building up the 
body of Christ. 
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Members of Kayuyu UMC in Zaire pitch 
in to finish their church building. 

The newly renovated Kayero UMC 
in Burundi. 

ACG&D also supports the 
upgrading of buildings which have 
been in use for a long time, such as 
the Kayero District Center in Burun
di (where conference membership 
has more than quadrupled since 
1980). Part of the growth is due to 
the reconciling nature of God's love 
through ministries among ethnic 
groups long separated by hatred 
and bitterness. Recently renovated 
staff houses and the church building 
(above right) enhance this ministry of 
reconciliation. 

The new Chamanculo United 
Methodist Church (now Malanga 
UMC) in Maputo, Mozambique, 
dedicated in March 1989 stands as a 
symbol of two great strengths of 
ACG&D: the spirit of cooperation 
among the committee members rep
resenting the thirteen African con
ferences and the capability to 
respond to an urgent, strategic need. 
In 1986, when funding had 
decreased dramatically in the 
United States, there was a request 
for a large grant to begin this project 
in Mozambique immediately. A 
long-sought building permit had 
just been received which allowed 
only a limited time to begin con
struction. All available church con
struction funds were voted 
unanimously to Mozambique by 
the motion of a member from 
Southern Zaire. Everyone sacrificed 
any possibility of receiving funds 
for their own high priority projects 
in order that the Mozambique 
project might proceed. Once again, 

the spirit of cooperation and "shar
ing their belongings" paralleled that 
of the early church. 

In addition to the 27 buildings for 
evangelism and community de
velopment, there are 133 churches, 
eight district or conference centers, 
five staff houses, 28 parsonages, two 
school buildings, two seminary 
housing projects, and two guest 
houses which are either new, 
renovated, enlarged, or currently 
under construction. These total 207 
buildings completed or in process 
during the past 10 years. 

quested in 1980, for a great evan
gelism effort to revitalize the church 
in Zimbabwe, resulted in a member
ship increase from under 20,000 in 
1982 to over 61,000 in 1988. The 
church has grown strong and is 
providing not only vital spiritual 
leadership but also outstanding 
leadership in education, medical 
services, and in the political arena. 
These were among the determining 
factors in the selection of Zimbabwe 
as the site for the new Africa 
University. 

Perspective and Partnership 
Mission Timelines The ACG&D Committee provides 
The timeliness of ACG&D is per- an arena for an ongoing overview of 
haps best exemplified in Mozambi- United Methodist ministry in Africa 
que and Zimbabwe. In · Mo- and programming for common 
zambique, a cruel colonization and needs. In 1983, the committee dis
wrenching war of independence cussed the overwhelming need for 
ended in 1975. A long period of increased education for pastors. It 
political destabilization has fol- was decided to sponsor and fund a 
lowed. ACG&D has made a mas- theological consultation in Harare, 
sive infusion of resources, building Zimbabwe in 1985. This became 
up The United Methodist Church in one of several steps leading to the 
Mozambique at this critical time in development of Africa University. 
its history. In turn, faithful United A unique mark of this visionary 
Methodists, through their acts of mission effort is that all partners 
love and reconciliation among the participate on the go verning 
people, have helped change the at- ACG&D Committee (with Africa 
titudeof the government toward the representing a majority), and all 
church. United Methodists are partners provide resources for its 
honored leaders in their new nation. programs (see ACG&D Total In-

In Zimbabwe liberation came come chart) . Vividly demonstrating 
after many years of warfare fought their gratitude for God' s many 
predominantly in areas where The blessings, the African conferences 
United Methodist Church was the hold rallies and Harvest Sundays, 
strongest. Therefore, the churches sharing their resources to raise 
suffered tremendously. Funds re- financial support. At these joyous 
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celebrations, the actual fruit of the 
harvest often is brought forth, as in 

orth Shaba Conference in Z.aire 
(above center) where extensive 
stew ardship efforts have increased 
giving from a few thousand Za.ires 
in 1981 to nearly three million today. 

A Harvest Rally at the orlh Shaba 
O:mference in ZA iTe. 

will reduce somewhat the funds 
needed for "off the continent" 
scholarships; but it does not replace 
the many other aspects of ACG&D's 
mission, such as its leadership 
development ministries. 

The downside is that it equals only ext Decade and Beyond 
US$48036, dramatically highlight- What is the future of ACG&D? 
ing the global monetary crisis. An- Those intimately connected with 
gola and Mozambique have led the the ministries supported by the pro
African partnership (above left), but gram, as well as the ACG&D Com
even they have had to cut their mittee and the African conferences, 
giving drastically because of con- indicate strong support for its con
tinuing civil strife in their countries. tinua ti on. In fact, as the 1992 

United Methodists in Europe, General Conference approaches, 
through their mission agencies, the ACG&D Committee is explor
have been increasingly supportive ing ways to help United Methodists 
as they have seen the de ·elopment in the United States develop a 
of ACG&D. wholistic understanding of the mis-

United Methodists in the United sion and ministries of The United 
States support ACG&D in two Methodist Church in Africa. It 
major ways: 1) through the General would be an important forward step 
Board of Global Ministries, which toward the development of a global 
has slightly diminished its giving United Methodist Church as en
over the ten years, and 2) through visioned recently by the Council of 
the Advance for Christ and His Bishops. 
Church. The latter reached a peak The challenge is ever before the 
of $1, 303,377 in 1984, declined church. The priority needs outlined 
steadily to $312,394 in 1989, and at the ACG&D executive committee 
shows a slight (but encouraging) in- meeting last fall were many, includ
crease to $337,974 for 1990. ing the final completion of a number 

This represents a decided chal- of projects such as the ·Northeast 
lenge to United Methodists in the Zaire Conference youth center at 
United States. Many are strongly Kisangani, strategically located near 
supporting the Africa University (to one of Zaire's three national univer
which African United Methodists sities. Students worshiping in its 
also give wholehearted support); completed first-phase facility (above 
however,theuniversityshouldcom- right) embody and represent the 
plement the missionary endeavors of tremendous opportunity for all 
ACG&D rather than displace them. United Methodists to engage in mis
In years to come, Africa University sion in Africa. 
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In the nited States, a retired pas
tor, now 87 years old, and a high 
school student, have something 
very special in common. After a 
deeply spiritual experience of visit
ing sisters and brothers in The 
United Methodist Church in Zim
babwe this past summer, and ob
serving their involvement and 
commitment in mission, the student 
gave half of his birthday and 
Christmas cash gifts to Africa 
Church Growth and Development. 

After hearing the ACG&D story 
from some of those whose lives 
have been touched by God through 
it, the 87-year-old pastor has given 
thousands of dollars to further its 
ministries. The pastor and the stu
dent believe that God is working 
through ACG&D. Such stories are 
multiplied a thousand-fold by 
United Methodists on three con
tinents who have supported this 
creative, empowering way of mis
sion through their prayers and 
sacrificial gifts. 

Thanks be to God for the strength 
and spiritual vitality of United 
Methodists across the continent of 
Africa as they exhibit the qualities of 
those early Christians. Thanks be to 
God for all the current Christians in 
Africa, Europe and the United 
States whose lives are blessed by 
this mission partnership. 0 

Bonnie Totten Adkins, Volunteer Africa 
Church Growth and Development Mission 
Interpreter in the USA for the Afric.a Church 
Growth and Develapment Committee and 
the General Board of Global Ministries. 
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I am sitting in the sanctuary of the 
Mulungwishi church in Southern 
Zaire during the 34th session of the 
Southern Zaire annual conference of 
The United Methodist Church. This 
is my fifth day listening to reports 
and discussions ranging from evan
gelism goals and the discipling of 
new Christians to agricultural 
production, hospital administration 

and overcrowding of schools. All 
the meetings are conducted in 
Swahili, and practically all the 
reports are given by indigenous 
Zairians. 

After long hours of concentrating 
on discussions in a foreign lan
guage, my eyes wander to the 
beautiful windows of the church. 
Like the great cathedrals of Europe, 
this church building tells a story, 
and the longer one looks, the more 
meaning one finds in the colorful 
windows and African carvings. 

On the front wall of the church is 
a large window in the form of a 
cross, showing God's hands in the 
act of creating a perfect world; or, I 
should say, a perfect Africa. 

Adam and Eve are black, and the 
setting is unquestionably Africa. 
God's hands are transparent, and 
are filled with all the colors of a 
glorious sunburst shining through 
the window. This reminds me that 
God is not limited by color, race, or 
culture. God transcends culture, 
and understands each language and 
people-group perfectly. God's 
hands are reaching downward, 

by Linda Tanquist 

ass 

meeting us where we are, in 
whatever culture we happen to be 
cast. The whole scene is encased in 
the form of the cross, reminding us 
that the world didn' t stay perfect, 
and that God's love had its price. 

As a missionary, I am constantly 
reminded of how much my culture 
influences who I am. Not only do I 

ve to master two new languages 

(French and Swahili), wear a dif
ferent style of clothing and follow 
different customs to serve the Lord 
in Zaire, I also need to see through 
new eyes. 

For example, my concept of time 
is totally foreign and unacceptable 
here; and my achievement-oriented 
American upbringing is a barrier in 
this relationship-oriented culture. 
The multi-colored hands of God en
courage and sustain me as I struggle 
to adapt and understand my 
African colleagues. I am reminded 
that my Christian faith is not 
''Wes tern," nor am I called to ''West
emize" another culture. The gospel 
message is of God's love, forgive
ness, reconciliation, and indwelling 
presence among those who receive 
God. The gospel is for all peoples, 
and the message of Christ is worked 
out within the frameworks of our 
individual cultures. Because Christ 
comes into our lives and lives with 
us, the effects of his presence are 
worked out within our cultures. 

All around me are vibrant, color
ful windows showing 20 events in 
Christ' s life. There are thatched 
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All around the church 
are vibrant, colorful windows 
showing 20 events 
in Christ's life. 
Jesus is portrayed 
as a Black African. 

,Mulungwishi Chapel, Zaire 
huts, termite hills, chickens, and so 
many other details of African life. 
Jesus is portrayed asa Black African. 
It's fun for me to see the African 
Jesus talking to an African woman 
at the well; or seeing Jesus in an 
African Garden of Gethsemane, 
amidst the tomato plants, praying 
for the church in Africa. His com
passion for the needy is shown in so 
many of the pictures-healing, 
delivering, saving. Jesus is shown 
corning into and becoming incar
nate in African culture: under
standing the African, loving Africa, 
dying for Africa, conquering sin for 
Africa. 

14 NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARCH-APRIL 1991 

The attempt to fit the gospel into 
the cultural context of a people is 
called "contextualization" of the 
gospel. I believe that the Holy Spirit 
is the "Master of Contextualiza
tion." The church windows depict 
what has already taken place here.Jesus 
has come to this place called 
Mulungwishi. He has met with the 
woman at the well. He has met in the 
quiet of the African night with men 
like Nicodemus. He has come into 
this culture and is continually leav
ing his imprint. He is present in the 
hearts of his people in Africa, and is 
working out his character in their 
lives. 



Jesus has come 
to Mulungwishi. 
The church windows 
depict his presence. 

One of my favorite pictures 
portrays a bunch of bananas hang
ing in a window ripening in the sun
light. Jesus is bending over washing 
the feet of one of his disciples. This 
picture lesson reminds me that Jesus 
used images or events to teach great 
truths; and this profound lesson on 
humility and willfully relinquishing 
one's rightful position often speaks 
to me in this Zairian culture where 
status and recognition are of prime 
importance.Another window I love 
shows hundreds of pigs racing 
down a hillside crashing into the sea 
with squeals of terror. The new 
peace and wholeness in the coun
tenance of the young boy looking on 
is a testimony to God's victory over 
the powers of darkness. This is a 
reminder we need here in Zaire, 
where so many people are bound in 
fear of dark, demonic forces both 
known and unknown. Such fear is 
capitalized upon and exploited by 
the ever-present witch doctors and 
charlatans, and is also the root cause 
of many social and interpersonal 
problems. But the perfect love of 
Christ among us offers true freedom 
and deliverance from fear. 

In the front of the church, there is 
a railing around the platform. 
Wooden carvings of church sym
bols decorate the railing. Many are 
symbols of Christ from Scripture 
and two are symbols of the creator 
God as understood by the ancestors 
of the African people who live 
around Mulungwishi. Interspersed 
between the carvings are large cop
per crosses. They are also symbolic. 

The greatest natural resource and 
source of livelihood in the area is 
copper. Copper represents wealth; 
and at one time the copper crosses 
were the money of the people. 
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Jesus is shown coming 
into and becoming 
incarnated in Afriean 
culture. 



Jes us is present 
in the hearts and 
lives of his 
people in Africa. 

Wives were bought and sold as 
property with the copper crosses; 
the more crosses, the more wives. 
The presence of the crosses at the 
kneeling rail is a reminder of what 
Christ has done to change the status 
of women in the church in Zaire. A 
dowry is still paid when a girl gets 
married; but now women are 
viewed more as human beings and 
less as property. Educational oppor
tunities for women have done much 
to help bring about such changes in 
attitudes. But by far the biggest 
emancipating factor is Christ dwell
ing in the hearts of his people. The 
copper crosses on the railing are 
symbolic reminders that, like the 
women of Zaire, we have been 
bought with a price and also for
given, redeemed and established in 
a new life through the love of Christ. 

On the back wall of the church, 
there is a large wooden hand with 
three fingers pointing upward to the 
words written above: ''YESU NI 
BWANA WA WOTE," which 
means "Jesus is Lord of All." This 
symbol of the hand reminds us of 
the lordship of Christ in all aspects 
of our lives. 

As one leaves the church, he or 
she passes through one of four mas
sive wooden doors, each carved in 
panels from top to bottom. Each 
panel tells a story. There are 
portrayals of significant events from 
the four gospels, as well as depic
tions of the patriarchs, the judges, 
and the prophets. Everywhere there 
are reminders that God has acted in 
history; and throughout history, God 
has proven God's faithfulness. 

The problems confronting the 
34th session of the Southern Zaire 
annual conference were thorny and 
complicated. Poverty, a corrupt 
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economy, and status-seeking men
tality contribute to the complexity of 
developmental ministry and mis
sion: running two hospitals and a 
huge network of dispensaries, 100 
Methodist-related schools serving 
more than 40,000 children, three 
seminaries, an airlift ministry, and 
the need to make disciples of the 
30,000 new church members 
received last year alone. 

But the picture-sermons in the 
church are both encouraging and 
challenging. If Jesus really is the 
Lord of all our lives, then all people 
in every culture can trust him to 
guide and direct us as we seek to be 
his ambassadors in seemingly im
possible situations. D 

Linda Tanquist is a United Methodist mis
sionary to Southern Zaire who is now on 
home assignment in Ohio. 

If Jesus really 
is the Lord of Zif e, 
all people in every 
culture can trust his 
guidance and direction. 

Contributions to the work of the 
Theological Seminary at Mulungwishi 
can be made through two Advance 
Special numbers: 

1. Advance #005768-lBM provides 
funding to help pay tuition and living 
expenses for seminary students, both male 
and female, attending the Mulungwishi 
Theological Seminary which is the major 
source for educating United Methodist 
Church leadership in Z-aire; and 

2. Advance #008112-0RA provides funds 
for the Mulungwishi Women's School 
which serves the educational needs of the 
wives of seminary students. 
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LIBERIA 
UPDATE 

An Interview with Bishop Arthur F. Kulah 

In mid-January, Bishop Arthur F. 
Kulah of the Liberia Annual Con
ference paid a brief visit to the New 
World Outlook office. Highlights of 
his conversation with consulting 
editor James R. McGraw follow. 

MCGRAW: We have read about 
the civil strife in Liberia, but you 
have lived through it. Could you tell 
our readers something of what that 
experience has been? 

BISHOP KULAH: The civil war 
started as a very small incursion in 
the northeastern part of the country, 
but it expanded to include almost 
everybody in Liberia. So that in the 
end, it was Liberia against itself. 

The civil war devastated Liberia. 
Many homes, many lives, and many 
institutions were destroyed. For the 
first time, Liberians poured into 
neighboring countries as refugees. 
We have over 800,000 refugees scat
tered all over west Africa. 

Many of our United Methodist 
churches were damaged, and some 
were destroyed. Our United 
Methodist schools were damaged 
and looted very badly. All the mis
sion schools were attacked; the 
Roman Catholic school in Monrovia 
was badly damaged. President 
(Samuel) Doe considered the 
churches as an enemy. The war itself 
claimed the lives of so many people, 
especially civilians. Many, many 
persons died in the war. We lost 
many United Methodist lay per
sons, lay pastors, but only one pas
tor (James Powell). 

The massacre at the Lutheran 
church compound was reported in 
the press as 600 people dead. That's 
not true; there were over 2,000 
people living in that Lutheran 
church. I am the one who took them 
there. Even those who managed to 
escape into the streets were hunted 
down and killed. by the soldiers. 

Until the peace-keeping force 
(West African Cease Fire Monitor
ing Group) came in October to start 
cleaning up things, dead bodies lay 
in the streets. It happened to be the 
rainy season. If it had been the dry 
season, many persons would have 
died just from the odor. It was very 
bad. 

MCGRAW: I am sure our readers 
would appreciate hearing about 
your own personal ordeal. 

BISHOP KULAH: I am one of the 
outspoken bishops of Liberia. When 
the incursion occurred on December 
24, 1989, I organized a peace march, 
along with other church leaders, 
calling upon the warring factions 
(Charles Taylor, Prince Johnson, 
and the government forces of Presi
dent Doe) to lay down their arms 
and come to the conference table, so 
that they could sit down and reason 
together. The politicians did not like 
that because I had mobilized a 
whole nation. Before, people who 
demonstrated had always asked the 
government for permission. But I 
knew my constitution very well, 
and knew I had the right to 
demonstrate without getting prior 
consent from the government. Presi
dent Doe saw that as setting a very 
bad precedent for Liberia and 
Liberians. On July 2, 1990, he sent 
some soldiers to my house to kill me. 
My sister-in-law had heard through 
a friend who works in security that 
they were coming. 

I managed to escape before they 
arrived . The soldiers came right 
after I left, surrounded my house, 
and began firing at it. They took 
everything we had in the house. 
Later, the soldiers came back, set the 
house on fire, and burned it to the 
ground. 

I went into hiding until July 8. 
Then I decided to walk to Monrovia, 

a distance of some six miles, on a 
main highway. When I started to 
leave, many persons cried for me, 
because they knew that the soldiers 
knew me, and that there were check
points along the road. But I prayed 
and went. I didn't see any check
points, nor did I see any soldiers. I 
considered that a miracle of the first 
order! It was God protecting me, 
and I'm very thankful. 

MCGRAW: Well, you're still with 
us. You know your constitution and 
your gospel! 

BISHOP KULAH: And my Lord 
Jesus Christ! But the cease-fire is 
holding. So in Monrovia today, 
things are getting back to normal. 
Buses and taxis are running; people 
are returning to their homes and 
cleaning up; and people are being 
allowed to move about more freely. 

Now we must build and 
reconstruct. We have been crucified, 
and now is the time and season for 
us to be resurrected! My appeal to 
United Methodists is to come and 
help us rebuild our country. 

We need food and medicine for 
our people dying of starvation and 
disease. We need clothes. We need 
seeds, because our seeds were 
destroyed along with our animals. 
We need ten to fifteen thousand 
Bibles to use in providing formal 
schooling to these boys and girls 
who have been fighting in the bush, 
so they can be reacclimated into the 
society. 

We invite and welcome United 
Methodists to come as long- or 
short-term volunteers in mission 
and as work teams to help us 
renovate and rebuild our schools, 
hospitals, clinics, and churches; to 
help in digging wells and providing 
agricultural assistance. D 
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Toward theend oflastyear(October 
26, 1990), in a 32-page "proposal for 
reflection" entitled The Right Time 
for Change, the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (AACC) based in 
Nairobi, Kenya crystallized its 
thinking on a number of burning 
issues currently confronting the 
African continent. New World Out
look senior staff writer Ezekiel 
Makunike examined the core con
tent of the AACC proposal in the 
following authorized "interview" 
with AACC General Secretary the 
Rev. Jose Chipenda. 

Makunike: Rev. Chipenda, as the 
General Secretary of the AACC, 
you coordinate over 60 million 
Protestant Christians from 118 
member churches and 20 as
sociated councils in 38 African 
countries, which means you are 
prominently visible and cannot 
hide from the major events and 
crises of Africa. I'm particularly 
referring to the internaf onal debt 
crisis which is resulting in 
diminishing economic expecta
tions; political conflicts like the 
Liberian and Rwandese crises; the 
multi-party debate in several one
party African states; and the con
tinuing s trife in South Africa 
which delays the process of dis
mantling apartheid. 

when we see the impact all around 
us without being remotely able to 
control them, that we say we face a 
crisis. Both the media and testimony 
reaching us from various parts of 
the continent tell us that the crisis 
reaches out into all domains of na
tional and continental life. My 
AACC colleagues and I fully recog
nize that finding solutions to these 
crises is part of our Christian 
responsibility and that forms part of 
our active agenda. 

Makunike: In your opinion, what 
is responsible for this situation? 
Have some of these crises already 
reached a point of no return? 

Chipenda: The African crisis is not 
necessarily a fatal one. We have to 
acknowledge that it is the result of 
bad beginnings and incorrect 
decisions. Such an admission cer
tainly does not mean that we have 
surrendered, but rather that we are 
looking for a new starting point. To 
that extent, it is relevant for us to 
take a clear look at our situation and 
to identify the signs of the times, on 
which we can base our expectations 
and our commitments. In fact, 
beyond the challenges which seem 
for a number of reasons to elude our 
control, there are several other is
sues upon which churches and 
governments, being the dynamic in

Chipenda: Three decades after the stitutions set up to serve mankind, 
first accessions to independence, can and must exercise a salutary in
most African countries seem to have fluence. 
accumulated more problems than It is now common knowledge, for 
they have solved. Indeed, contrary example, that the economies of 
to the hopes we cherished when African countries are in a critical 
striving to shake off the colonial condition. There are numerous 
yoke, neither our economic nor our manifestations of the economic 
educational systems-and certainly crisis which have been squeezing al
not our social and political con- most all our countries. It can be seen 
text- have opened up onto glorious in the infrastructure, our roads and 
morrows. Extremely complex issues our public buildings, which have 
have accumulated, and it is only deteriorated for want of proper 
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maintenance. It can be felt in the 
collapse of several financial institu
tions. Some countries have even 
reached the point where they are no 
longer regularly able to meet the 
meager salaries of their public ser
vants. 

However, it is among the rural 
populations and in the urban slums 
that the economic crisis wreaks 
criminal havoc. Owing to the falling 
prices of such commodities as coffee 
and cocoa, along with the insecurity 
of job opportunities, these popula
tions are left without any income to 
enable them to meet the minimal 
costs of survival, health care, hous
ing and their children's schooling. 
Thus, a number of otherwise 
curable diseases have become dead
ly; particularly among the more vul
nerable population groups: 
children, expectant mothers and the 
elderly. 

For most of these destitute, 
defenseless people, living has been 
reduced to a desperate survival 
struggle against death's countless 
aspects. In many places the condi
tion of health centers is so pathetic 
that patients run additional risks of 
contracting other diseases owing to 
the lack of hygiene. Yet the efforts of 
all our countries are being chan
neled toward the servicing of exter
nal debts, the interest of which is 
increasing year after year. 

Makunike: What are some of the 
effects of channeling resources 
toward external debt servicing? 

Chipenda~ Joblessness, and lack of 
prospects for the future, lead a large 
number of people to abandon hope. 
Signs of such hopelessness can be 
observed everywhere. There are ex
amples of heads of families who 
abandon their children to fend for 
themselves; of young mothers who 
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An Interview with the Rev. Jose Chipenda, 
General Secretary of the 
All Africa Conference of Churc_hes (AACC) 

FRI 
dispose of their babies in garbage 
bins; of youth enslaved by drugs, or 
who earn their living through pros
titution. Some members of the elite 
have discarded all scruples, engag
ing in robbery and corruption; 
while marginalized people, who 
have nothing to lose, are always 
ready to burglarize and steal from 
the well-to-do. Their anger is some
times directed at state property. 
Economic crisis is an African reality; 
it takes very little effort to observe 
its manifestations and its conse
quences. 

Makunike: What are the social and 
political aspects of the African 
crisis? 

Chipenda: Following indepen
dence, most African states opted 
either for capitalism or for com
munism. Nowadays, as com
munism is waning throughout the 
world, African countries which 
have chosen that path are reviewing 
their choice. They will most certain
ly end up by forsaking the ideology 
itself. We can rightly fear that such 
a change of heart might lead people 
to assume that the capitalist system 
is better-suited for Africa. However, 
we know that the crisis which af
flicts our continent does not spare 
the capitalist-oriented nations. On 
the contrary, in some of those na
tions illicit hoarding of wealth by 
some individuals or groups, hiding 
behind single parties, has given 
birth to a minority class of elites 
which no longer has anything in 
common with the rural or the urban 
masses. 

While the communist dream 
registered a failure in Africa as else
where, capitalism is not about to 
save the continent from its deadlock 
either. Both communism and 
capitalism are ideologies conceived 

in situations other than the one 
known to contemporary Africa. The 
main error of the past has been to 
purely and simply adopt either one 
or the other of those ideologies, 
neither of which was relevant to 
African realities. Is the present crisis 
not a "Kairos," a moment most 
favorable for the creation of purely 
African political options, able to 
channel our energies to serve each 
and every one's welfare? 

Don't we need all our forces to 
put an end to apartheid-which 
remains in all our eyes the direct 
offshoot of slavery and coloniza
tion? This is truly a propitious time 
to reorganize ourselves and to come 
home. No country can be proud of 
its government nor of its policy, as 
long as its sons and daughters flee 
away from it. But in most African 
countries, large numbers of people 
have been driven out of their home 
countries, to such an extent that the 
whole continent is currently host to 
about six million refugees. More
over, many educated Africans leave 
their countries, thus depriving the 
whole continent of the creative 
vitality so much needed for human 
development. 

Makunike: What have you to say 
about environmental destruction 
and degradation on the African 
continent? 

Chipenda: Humankind has been 
given "all plants that bear seed 
everywhere on earth, and every tree 
bearing fruit which yields seed." 
(Gen. 1:29) God did not merely 
grant possession and power: He also 
entrusted us with a duty. As 
stewards of the divine creation, 
Adam and Eve received a respon
sibility: to look after the Garden of 
Eden, to make the land blossom, to 
protect and care for it. But what 

AACC General Secretary 

Rev. Jose Chipenda 

have their progeny done with it? 
What have we Africans done with 
our environment? What have others 
done with that God-given gift? 

Certainly, we cannot ignore the 
irretrievable damage colonization 
inflicted on our land. Pre-colonial 
Africa was an apparently inex
haustible reserve of natural resour
ces, the management of which 
depended on the needs (and only 
the needs) of those individuals and 
ethnic groups who inhabited the 
land. Then came colonization, in 
need of new markets where it might 
sell the products of its industrial 
revolution and obtain its raw 
materials. It brought about abusive 
exploitation, the consequences of 
which are still branded on our land. 
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Out of thousands of cases, suffice it 
to mention just a handful: 

• The felling of those rare tree 
species, the glory of equatorial 
forests, to make cabinets and fur
niture for the Western bourgeois 
homes; 

• The reclaiming of huge tracts of 
woodlands to make room for 
cash crops, a source of weal th for 
foreign industries; 

• The destruction of food crops to 
plant coffee, tea or cocoa which 
cannot grow in the cold climates 
of Western countries; and 

• The slaughter of Africa's 
wonderful fauna, so that their 
hides, their ivory or their stuffed 
trophies may adorn other 
countries. 

The former colonial masters were 
obviously seeking to spare their 
own natural resource base at the ex
pense of ours, and to ma imize the 
profit of their "capital investments 
in Africa," posing as executors of a 
development policy when in actual 
fact they were pursuing other, more 
underhand objectives-laying 
waste of our natural heritage and 
resource-base which now we most 
urgently need. 

But what have we ourselves done 
with our continent? Many Africans 
have accepted as a necessary evil all 
the misdeeds which have been per
petrated in the name of Western 
"civilization." Few have dared to 
voice their outrage; worse still, some 
of our countrymen have stepped 
into the shoes of the colonizers and 
carried on the shameless plunder of 
our African heritage. Priceless non
renewable resources are subject to 
excessive exploitation, while at the 
same time renewable resources are 
not soundly used. The wood burned 

The abusive and 
exploitative 
consequences of 
colonization are still 
branded on Africa. 

as household fuel is no longer the 
dead wood gathered in our forests. 
We fell an increasing number of 
trees without planting any to 
replace them. Desertification is 
relentlessly on the march. Carbon 
dioxide becomes more abundant in 
our atmosphere, causing the 
destruction of the ozone layer and a 
climate change due to the green
house effect. The wastes of our cities 
pollute our rivers and our lakes, kill
ing their flora and fauna, and foster
ing the proliferation of pathogenic 
microorganisms as well. 

At the same time, our people 
have been exploited as producers 
and abused as consumers. Our cot
ton is purchased for a pittance, 
while we are seduced into buying 
synthetic materials at high prices. 
The advertising of synthetics 
praises the ease of maintenance 
while keeping silent about the risk 
of allergies from wearing such 
fabrics as well as the fact that very 
few, if any, are biodegradable, 
which means they will continue pol
luting our environment long after 
being discarded. 

God has presented us with an 
ASSET: His magnificent creation in 
Africa. God has given us POWER: to 
transform that creation and become 
His co-creators. God has entrusted 
us with a DU'IY: to work with Him 
and protect His creation, so that it 
may blossom and bear fruit. Now 
we must have the will to halt the 
degradation of our environment 
and to serve God and our neighbors 
by correcting the situation. 

Makunike: How do you propose to 
make a contribution toward cor
recting the wrongs imposed by his
tory? 

Chipenda: The All Africa Con
ference of Churches has been 

analyzing the present situation in 
the light of the gospel. This is a 
promising time for a fresh start 
using creativity to look for the orien
tation most likely to usher in a posi
tive change in Africa. However, it 
.can only happen if we promote 
universal participation in the pur
suit of development in an atmos
phere of security and tolerance. 

When we read the gospel, we 
realize that Jesus Christ admitted 
into his entourage and into the 
group of his disciples people who 
belonged to various movements: 
Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes and 
even members of the Zealot party. 
All of them were tolerated by Jesus, 
and were required to be tolerant of 
each other despite their diverging 
opinions. And all of them were as
sociated with the design of God's 
kingdom-a reign of love, justice 
and peace. 

This is the tolerant open-door 
policy needed by the countries of 
our continent to regain lost ground 
and emerge out of the crisis. We 
should not consider those who do 
not share our ideas to be enemies, 
nor should we take for our friends 
only those who blindly follow in our 
footsteps. 

If we want to solve the problems 
of our continent, we must develop 
the tolerance to accept any valid 
ideas, even though they might be 
expressed by our opponents. Every 
idea should be taken and ap
preciated at face value. 

If Africans miss this opportunity 
to organize around the principles of 
general participation and tolerance, 
at a time when other continents are 
moving toward unity, they will per
petuate their own marginalization. 

Ezekiel C. Makunike is a senior staff writer 
for New World Outlook and an "Interna
tional Person in Mission" from Zimbabwe. 
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The 100th Anniversary of The United 
Methodist Church in Mozambique 

The United Methodist Church in 
Mozambique is 100 years old. 

Started in the year 1890, The 
United Methodist Church in this 
southeastern coastal African 
country of 15 million people 
celebrated its centenary (December 
18-20, 1990) at the Chicuque Mission 
Center. Nearly 10,000 people were 
there to bear witness to the role and 
contribution of the Mozambique 
church over the years. 

The final-day, colorful, open-air 
ceremony, marked by choral sing
ing, dancing and speeches, was not 
only attended by the top echelons of 
the Christian churches in Mozambi
que, but also by the leading citizen 
of the country - His Excellency 
Joaquim Alberto Chissano, Presi
dent of the Republic of Mozambi
que, accompanied by many 
members of his national cabinet. 

The event was hosted by Bishop 
Joao Somane Machado, resident 
episcopal leader of The United 
Methodist Church in Mozambique, 
accompanied by Bishop Emilio de 
Carvalho, resident bishop of the 
West Angola Conference, who this 
year will become the first African 
president of the Council of Bishops 
of The United Methodist Church. 
The Archbishop of the Catholic 
Church in the Inhambane Province 
also attended the anniversary 
celebration, as well as some 20 
former and retired missionaries, 
friends from the Scandinavian 
countries and the United States (in
cluding director and staff presence 
from the General Board of Global 
Ministries), and representatives of 
various church denominations from 
Mozambique and surrounding 
African countries. 

The theme of the anniversary 
celebration was "One Hundred 
Years of Preaching the Gospel, and 
Witnessing through Words and 

by Ezekiel C. Makunike 

At the end of last 
year, nearly 

10,000 people 
f ram Africa and 

around the world 
gathered to bear 

witness to the role 
and contribution of 
the Mozambique 
church over 100 

years. 
Deeds without Ceasing." It was 
visible and audible everywhere: on 
T-shirts, in publications and in 
speeches. An impressive 15-foot tall 
memorial monument dominated 
the Chicuque Mission campus, 
erected especially for the occasion at 
the central entrance. Engraved on 
this centenary monument from top 
to bottom was a "roll of honor'' of 
Methodism in Mozambique; a long 
list of leaders who have guided the 
church from the very beginning to 
the present day-bishops, mis
sionaries, nationals, clergy, and 
laity. 

Current Context 
Mozambique became a colony of 
Portugal following the navigational 
exploits of Vasco da Gama, the Por
tuguese explorer. He rounded the 
South African Cape and sailed the 
East African coast in 1497 on a 
voyage which led to his discovery of 
the sea route to East Indian spices. 
Colonization lasted nearly five cen
turies . When the Portuguese 
departed in 1975, Mozambique was 
left exploited and very much under
developed. 

Independence resulted from a 
bitter 15-year armed struggle waged 
by the people under the Front for 
the Liberation of Mozambique 
(Frelimo), led by Dr. Eduardo 
Chivambo Mondlane. He was as
sassinated by a parcel bomb in Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania on February 3, 
1969. Six years later, in 1975, 
Mondlane's successor, Samora 
Moises Machel, led Mozambique to 
the cherished goal of independence 
and became the country's first presi
dent. Eleven years later, on October 
19, 1986, President Machel was 
killed (along with many of his 
cabinet ministers) in a plane crash 
on the South African border while 
returning from a meeting in 
Zambia. 

Mondlane had studied at Kam
bine Boys Boarding School, a United 
Methodist school not far from 
Chicuque. When he graduated from 
Kambine, he was awarded a 
Methodist Crusade Scholarship to 
study overseas. Over the years, 
Kambine Boys Boarding School and 
Chicuque's Jerusalem Girls Board
ing School have produced 
prorninen t leaders in the church, the 
government and the private sector 
in Mozambique today. Some three 
years ago, theonceprestigiousboys' 
school was destroyed by bandits 
from the National Resistance Move
ment (Renamo), along with the rest 
of the Kambine Mission complex. 
Some 15 people were hacked to 
death; many were severely 
wounded; and much valu able 
property was burned down or 
destroyed. Apart from a few 
patients who come for rudimentary 
health services, the Kambine Mis
sion remains a ghost settlement to 
this day. 

Arriving at the Kambine Mission 
under heavily armed government 
escort, a visitor was heard to say, 
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"This indeed is the great place that 
truly was; and is now not; but will 
surely be!" 

Methodism in Mozambique 
The 100 year-old story began with 
the arrival in the town of Inhambane 
of the Rev. Dr. Erwin Richards, as a 
missionary belonging to the Con
gregational Church. He settled five 
miles across the Inhambane Bay at 
Mongwe, but soon he moved to 
Chicuque and began spreading the 
gospel. Many people were con
verted. 

When the Congregational 
Church could no longer support 
Rev. Richards, the Methodist Epis
copal Church took him over. 
ArnericanMethodistworkinAfrica worked for his replacement." 
started in Liberia in 1833, and later Dodge was the last American to 
expanded to other areas such as the serve as bishop of what is now The 
Portuguese colonies of Angola and United Methodist Church in Africa. 
Mozambique, the Belgian Congo In 1964, Bishop Dodge's goal was 
(now Zaire), and Southern realized whenBishopEscrivaoZun
Rhodesia. In the initial stages, guze, a Mozambican national, be
Methodist mission in all these came the first elected bishop of 
countries fell under the leadership Mozambique. Twelve years later, in 
oftheBishopofLiberia. Thus, when 1976, Bishop Zunguze was suc
the Methodist work was established ceeded by Bishop Almeida Penicela. 
in Mozambique in 1890, it was ad- In 1988, following a serious car acci
ministered from Liberia, several dent, he voluntarily stepped down 
thousand miles away on the west and was succeeded by Bishop Joao 
coast of the continent, under the Somane Machado, the current resi
episcopal leadership of Bishop Wil- dent bishop. 
liam Taylor. After the Roman Catholic 

All of the next four bishops were Church, The United Methodist 
missionary bishops, elected in Church is the most powerful and 
America, and assigned to ad- influential denomination in 
minister work in Africa. A change Mozambique. While traditionally 
came in 1956 when Dr. Ralph E. concentrated in rural areas and 
Dodge was elected in Africa as smaller towns, with the completion 
bishop of three Annual Conferen- in 1989 of the 2,500-capacity 
ces: Angola, Rhodesia and Mozam- Chamanculo Church building in the 
bique. According to Mary Jean capital city of Maputo, The United 
Tennant, who was a missionary to MethodistChurchhasbrokenoutof 
Mozambique from 1948 to 1988, its traditional rural and small town 
"Bishop Dodge always told us to focus to become one of the most 
prepare a national to do the work visible church denominations in the 
we were doing. He too diligently country. An interested observer 
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Top: President Joaquim Alberto C~issano of 
Mozambique unveiling the 100th anniversary 
monument 
Middle: The new Chamanculo United Methodist 
Church in Maputo, the capital dty of Mozambique 
Bottom: At the base of the 15-foot centenary 
anniversary monument are (left to right): Rev. 
Zebediah Marewangepo, Bishop Joao Somane Machado, 
Susan Edwards, Mavis Streyffeler, Dr. Marian Jo nes, 
Mrs . Machado, Ezekiel C. Makun ike, and Alan 
Streyffeler. 
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The Malhangalene United Methodist Church congregation worshiping in a steel corrugated structure in earlier years. 

noted, ''This proves that The United 
Methodist Church is really serious 
about continuing its distinguished 
service to the country for centuries 
to come." 

On the final day of the centenary 
celebration, excitement rose to acre
scendo in the morning, when it was 
announced that the presidential 
plane had landed at nearby Inham
bane Airport located across the Bay. 
President Chissano was coming 
from Maputo, some 300 miles to the 
south. This excitement was under
standable since, in the midst of the 
Renamo banditry the country had 
been experiencing for the last 15 
years of its independence, anything 
could happen which might force the 
President to cancel the trip. 

Since Inhambane Town and 
Chicuque are separated by a bay, 
communication between the two is 
either direct by sailing boats or by 
motor ferry to Maxixe, and from 
there by road to Chicuque, about 
four miles to the north. The Presi
dent had been expected to arrive at 
9 o'clock that morning but finally 
arrived at 11 o'clock. People had 
lined up in large numbers on either 

side of the road from Maxixe, sing
ing, dancing, hand-clapping and 
ululating (a traditional celebrative 
cry) to greet and welcome the Presi
dent as his motorcade passed by. 

Bishop Machado, Bishop Caval
ho and several other church dig
nitaries walked the 200 yards to 
meet the President and his en
tourage and escorted them to the 
Chicuque campus which had been 
in festive mood for the whole week. 
After garlanding the President with 
a colorful necklace of fresh flowers, 
the procession-punctuated by 
rhythmic drums and singing
moved to the centenary memorial 
monument. 

The first official function per
formed by the President was the ac
tual unveiling of the 15-foot 
monument, followed by an explana
tion by Bishop Machado concerning 
its significance. Next the President 
and his party were taken on a one
hour tour of the mission complex, 
focusing particular attention on the 
Chicuque Rural Hospital and the 
Nurses Training Center. The Presi
dent showed keen interest, taking 
ample time to listen and speak to the 

nurses in-charge, doctors and mt: 
patients. Carolyn Belsche, the mis
sionary hospital administra tor, 
guided the presidential party to all 
departments and sections of the 
hospital complex. 

The President's wife, Marcelina 
Chissano, took special interest in the 
nearly 70 nurses-in-training there. 
Resplenden t in their white 
uniforms, they presented a musical 
program for the presidential party. 
Mrs. Chissano, herself a qualified 
and experienced nurse, delivered a 
brief speech encouraging the nurses 
to show devotion to their chosen 
profession. At the end of the hospi
tal tour, President Chissano wrote 
comments in the hospital visitors' 
book, paying glowing tribute to the 
ro le and work of The Un ited 
Methodist Church in the develop
ment of Mozambique. 

On the previous day, Mr. Francis
co Pateguana, the governor of In
harnbane Province, delivered an 
address. A United Methodist and a 
classmate of Bishop Machado at 
Karnbine Boys Boarding School, the 
governor praised The United 
Methodist Church for providing 
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After the Roman 
Catholic Church , 
The United 
Methodist Church 
is the most 
powerful and 
influential 
denomination in 
Mozambique. 

academic education; theological 
and Christian education; health ser
vices; improved agricultural prac
tices; literature publications and 
communications; industrial train
ing and the overall promotion of 
Christian home and family life. 
"And so indeed," said Governor 
Pateguana, "we offer you-mis
sionaries and Mozambicans, 
bishops, pastors and evangelists-
our very deep gratitude and sincere 
congratulations for a job well done 
over the years." 

Shortly after noon on the big day 
of celebration, December 20, all was 
ready for the formal program, espe
cially the President's address for 
which the crowd had been waiting. 
The special 100-member Centenary 
Choir, representing (as far as pos
sible) the 10 provinces in Mozambi
que, preceded the President' s 
two-hour address . The United 
Methodist Church has work in near
ly all the provinces. 

Except for some welcome 
showers the previous day, the 
African sunshine could not have 
been more generous to the open-air 
extravaganza! To the beat of skilled 
drummers, the choir, attired in 
colorful new robes, lined up two
by-two in a formation 50 yards long, 
and, dancing and singing, snaked 
thei r way melodiously and har
moniously through an archway into 
a courtyard shelter erected for the 
purpose. It was truly a beautiful 
sight! The crowd, seated or standing 
joined the choir in frenzied singing, 
hand-clapping and tap-dancing. 

President Chissano began his ad
dress with his familiar slogan, ''Viva 
United Method is t Church in 
Mozambique! Viva Frelimo!" 'We 
have come to join forces with you on 
this occasion," the President con-

The 100-member Centenary Choir 

tinued. "Because you are happy, we 
also are happy. We have seen your 
development during these past 100 
years. Every day, of course, can be 
an anniversary; but the celebration 
of the achievements of 100 years is 
certainly that much more, and there 
is so much to celebrate in The 
United Methodist Church. We have 
witnessed the positive results of 
your work at this very place and 
over the years." 

President Chissano, who was 
brought up as a Roman Catholic, 
praised the record of The United 
Methodist Church in helping to 
spread knowledge and skills in 
various fields and to facilitate the 
liberation of Mozambique. "The 
United Methodist Church," he said, 
"contributed in large measure 
toward the liberation and freedom 
of our country. The first President 
and architect of our national inde
pendence movement, Dr. Eduardo 
Chivambo Mondlane, studied at 
Kambine, a United Methodist 
school ; and while there, he 
developed his revolutionary think
ing. When he left this earth he told 
us to continue, and we are still 
working to complete the process of 
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the liberation of our people." 
The SO-year-old President cited 

another landmark contribution of 
The United Methodist Church: 'We 
remember with gratitude the con
tribution of Bishop Ralph E. Dodge, 
a bishop of the Methodist Church 
during the early years of our libera
tion struggle. For assisting us to 
regain our lost personhood, he was 
deported from Mozambique by the 
Portuguese authorities. But he con
tinued working with us for the 
liberation of the Mozambican 
people. Many people hesitated to 
participate in our struggle, but 
Bishop Dodge did not hesitate. 
Deportation did not stop or dis
courage him. He persisted; and, as a 
result, many people now holding 
senior positions in church, govern
ment and educational institutions 
were assisted by Bishop Dodge in 
obtaining scholarships and places of 
study overseas." 

"One other shining example of 
this manpower or womanpower 
development," the President con
tinued, "is Mrs. Gracia Machel, who 
became the first Minister of Educa
tion in independent Mozambique. 
She studied at the Chicuque' s 
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Leaders of the Mozambique United Methodist Church during the next 100 years 

Jerusalem Girls Boarding School 
and was later awarded the 
Methodist Church's Crusade 
Scholarship to study in Lisbon, Por
tugal." 

President Chissano told the 
crowd that he had earlier written the 
following words in the visitors' 
book after his hospital tour, 
"Through words and deeds~eeds 
shouted more because deeds are 
louder than words." He noted that 
the government and the church had 
worked together to maintain the 
Chicuque Rural Hospital; and he 
said this was but one example of 
church and government working 
together to fight the battle against 
the suffering and underdevelop
ment of the Mozambican people. 

Citing the wanton destruction of 
Kambine Mission by Renamo ban
dits a few years ago, President Chis
sano said, "They burned even the 
Bibles, in spite of the fact that they 
claimed their cause was to fight 
against communism and atheism. 
Perhaps they were not aware of the 
early missionaries and Mozambican 
pastors and evangelists who had 
translated the Bible into our lan
guages and taught our people to 

read. The wisdom and ideas found 
in the Bible no longer need remain 
in the pages of the Bible but are in 
the minds of our people. You cannot 
burn ideas!" 

President Chissano further in
sisted that the task of the church 
should not only be to preach. "As 
The United Methodist Church has 
demonstrated ovet the years,'' he 
observed, "the church should trans
mit and promote culture by teach
ing people to live together 
productively in peace. The church 
gave knowledge and skills, thus 
helping our people to use scientific 
methods in solving their day-to-day 
problems and improving their 
quality of life instead of relying on 
ignorance and superstition. The 
church taught our people 
knowledge of their surroundings as 
well as knowledge of other 
countries of the world. 

Referring to the continuing civil 
strife in Mozambique, President 
Chissano accused the Renamo for
ces of talking peace but continuing 
to kill people. He said, "Unfor
tunately peace does not come from 
one side only. We sincerely want 
peace so that the development of 

"The wisdom and 
ideas found in the 
Bible no longer 
need remain in the 
pages of the Bible 
but are in the 
minds of our 
people." 

President Joaqulm Chlssano 

our people which has been greatly 
hampered over the years can now 
go on." "If I were the Almighty 
God,'' said the President, ''I would 
say today, 'Stop the war!"' 

The day before the President's 
address, a Peace Commission was 
constituted in Rome and would 
soon resume its work in Maputo. Its 
mission is to bring peace to Mozam
bique, and members of Renamo are 
part and parcel of the commission. 
On this 20th day of December, Presi
dent Chissano said, "Our wish is to 
start the new year without war." 

President Chissano ended his ad
dress by looking toward the future. 
He noted that Mozambique has vast 
untapped natural and human 
resources, and he invited outside in
vestors to come and assist in the 
development of both. But the Presi
dent warned, ''They must not be 
motivated by the spirit of greed and 
selfish exploitative appetites as 
were our former colonial masters. 
They must come as those mis
sionaries who came not to im
poverish the country but to give 
knowledge and enlightenment to 
the indigenous people." 

It was a fitting word in the cen
tenary celebrative setting. For the 
crowd assembled was a living \\jt
ness to that missionary legacy. The 
jubilant mood of the people of this 
once Marxist-oriented country was 
indicative of a people set and ready 
to rediscover their full potential; 
and, like others who have been 
touched by Jesus, to rise up and 
walk! 

Ezekiel C. Makunike is senior staff writer for 
New World Outlook, an International 
Person in Mission from Zimbabwe. 
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Everything Old 
!~}~:!~~Again · 
Some say that the church will truly 
become one when all its members 
are reading and pondering the same 
Scriptures on the same day. If, they 
continue, churches around the 
world are hearing the same pas
sages of Scripture read and ex
pounded upon on any given 
Sunday; and if these passages in
form the prayers and responses of 
all Christians, the church will ex
perience both the spirit and the 
power of its unity and its mission. 

But what translation will be read? 
And how shall we hear? 

The newest (and no doubt the 
most accurate) translation on the 
market for the English-speaking 
world is the New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV) of the Bible. Every 
word in that title is significant. It is 
a new translation, officially issued 
just six months ago (September 30, 
1990). It is a revision of the Revised 
Standard Version (RSV) of 1952, 
which was a revision of the 
American Standard Version of 1901, 
which in turn embodied earlier 
revisions of the King James Version 
of 1611. Copyrighted by the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA (NCC), the New Revised 
Standard Version, like its predeces
sor, is considered the standard ver
sion for NCC member churches. 

elusiveness. Scholars have pointed 
out that English has a built-in bias 
toward a more explicitly masculine 
language than may actually be in
tended in the original biblical 
Hebrew and Greek. 

For instance, there are no third 
person singular pronouns in 
English that represent both genders. 
English texts must choose between 
a masculine or a feminine pronoun 
when speaking of an individual per
son even though either sex may be 
implied . The problem extends also 
to nouns. Often the gender bias of 
the language, combined with cus
tom, mandated a masculine word 
even when both women and men 
were clearly implied. 

This being true, we are con
fronted in previous biblical transla
tions with passages such as this one 
from John 12:32: "And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men to myself" (RSV). The New 
RSV reads: "And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself." 

If common Scripture readings are 
adopted by all the Christian church
es, the more inclusive the language, 
the more included all participants 
will feel in the Sunday morning 
readings. 

It is a Bible that has been From RSV to New RSV 
described as both the oldest and the The Revised Standard Version 
newest. It is the oldest because it (RSV) of the whole Bible was pub
draws upon certain ancient sources lished and copyrighted by the NCC 
never before used in Bible transla- 39 years ago (the New Testament 
tions (such as the Dead Sea Scrolls, having been completed six years 
discovered too late to be incor- earlier), and was adopted by a 
porated into the former RSV trans- majority of the Protestant churches 
lation). It is the newest because it as the authorized, standard publica
makes every effort to translate these tion for purposes of worship and 
ancient sources into a language as Christian education. (Thomas Nel
contemporary as today's news- son & Sons was the sole authorized 
paper. publisher and the copyright was 

Being contemporary includes held by the NCC.) 
being sensitive to a language of in- Over the years, other publishers 
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were granted publishing rights, 
and, until this past fall, the RSV was 
considered the standard version for 
all member churches of the NCC. 

But by 1974, efforts were again 
underway to revise the Bible. 

The discovery of more ancient 
documents, new knowledge about 
the customs and times of biblical 
peoples, and a rising consciousness 
of the patriarchal bias in much of the 
biblical language challenged the 
translators to continue the process 
of making the Bible as accurate as 
possible and as inclusive as the text 
would warrant. "As literal as pos
sible, as free as necessary" was the 
motto of senior translator and chair 
of the translation committee, Dr. 
Bruce Metzger. Joining him in the 
translating task were 30 men and 
women scholars representing 
Protestant, Orthodox, Catholic and 
Jewish traditions. 

An example of the kind of change 
brought about as a result of careful 
re-examination of earlier texts can 
be found in the 16th chapter of 
Romans. Careful study of early 
sources have led the scholars to 
believe that Romans 16:7 should 
read "Greet Andronicus and Junia, 
my relatives who were in prison 
with me; they are prominent among 
the apostles, and were in Christ 
before I was." The RSV translates 
Junia as "Junias," implying that 
only men were "prominent among 
the apostles," an implication that 
continues to influence ecclesiastical 
decisions even to this day. Actually 
some of the earlier sources read 
"Julia." Substantial evidence sug
gests that whatever the translation, 
the original text carried the name of 
a woman. 

Fragments of Scripture never 
before seen have also enhanced the 
NRSV translation. For example, the 
equivalent of four verses have been 

added to 1 Sarni 
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added to 1Samuel10 in the NRSV. 
These verses were found in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, in an earlier ver
sion of 1 Samuel never before trans
lated into English. 

Also words difficult to translate 
have become clearer to the scholars 
as a result of new discoveries. For 
example, in the Akkadian language, 
spoken in ancient Assyria and 
Babylonia, the word sometimes 
translated "song" can also be trans
lated "might" or "power." Thus, Ex
odus 15:2, which in the RSV reads, 
"The Lord is my strength and my 
song" now reads "The Lord is my 
strength and my might." 

As was true of the RSV before it, 
the NRSV has been copyrighted by 
the NCC but these were not the first 
translations to be copyrighted. Be
cause of unhappy experiences with 
unauthorized changes in an English 
Revi sed Version issued by the 
authority of the Church of England 
in 1881, the American Standard Ver
sion , published in 1901, was 
copyrighted, to protect the text from 
unauthorized alterations. In 1928, 
this copyright was acquired by the 
International Council of Religious 
Education, the predecessor of the 
Christian Education Division of the 
NCC. Hence the RSV and the NRSV 
are both copyrighted on behalf of all 
the denominations that belong to 
the NCC, thereby providing the 
same textual protection. 

Reception Enthusiastic 
Unlike those first few months, even 
years, after the publication of the 
RSV, there has been little opposition 
to the new version. 

"People are used to new transla
tions," explains the Rev. Art Van 
Eck, executive director of the NCC 
Division under whose auspices the 
new publication was issued. Since 
1946, over 20 new versions of the 
Bible have been issued - with such 
titles as the New King James Version, 
the New English Bible, the Good News 
Bible, the Jerusalem Bible, the Interna
tional Standard Version, and so on. 
Once the attachment to the King 
James Version was relaxed, and 
people began to get used to the idea 
that the earliest known Greek and 
Hebrew biblical texts could be ex
amined anew, they seemed eager to 
"check out" a new translation. One 
pastor observed, ''When I feel guilty 
about not reading the Bible, I buy a 
new translation." 

The continuing emergence of 
women scholars in the church also 
has made a difference. With the 
rising feminine consciousness, both 
women and men familiar with 
Greek and Hebrew discovered long 
before the NRSV was issued that 
many of the original texts contained 
language that was not nearly as 
biased in favor of men as the English 
translations implied. Thus Romans 
8:12 now reads: "So then, brothers 

and sisters, we are debtors, not to 
the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh .. .. " "Brethren" (in the RSV) be
comes ''brothers and sisters." "Spirit 
himself" in 8:16 becomes "that very 
spirit." "The creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of 
the sons of God" in 8:19 becomes 
"the creation waits with eager long
ing for the revealing of the children 
of God .... " 

The publishers (Cambridge, Hol
man, Nelson, Oxford, World, 
Zondervan, and Collins), observing 
negative reactions to the Inclusive 
Language Lectionary issued several 
years ago by the NCC, initially ex
pressed some anxiety that the "new 
Bible" would be confused with the 
lectionary and not be well-received. 
Consequently they were uneasy 
about making any marketing com
mitments. Now, after sales have 
skyrocketed into the millions in less 
than six months, they are wonder
ing how the present stock of RSV 
translations might be disposed of 
quickly. Chances are the libraries, 
seminaries, and curriculum-makers 
will continue to use both transla
tions, but certainly the reception to 
the NRSV has been overwhelmingly 
positive and affirming. 

Th e American Bible Society 
(ABS) has been granted a special 
license by the NCC to print not-for
profit editions of the NRSV for dis
tribution in the United States. The 
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ABS works through the United 
Bible Society (an international net
work) to help make Bibles available 
"in the language of the people" 
throughout the world. 

Asked how the NRSV might in
fluence Bible translations in other 
countries, Rita Miller of the ABS 
staff speculated that the new trans
lation would at least influence trans
lators "in principle." She feels that 
translators in every language would 
look to the principles ·that guided 
the translators of the NRSV with 
regard to both inclusiveness and 
clarity. 

The Ongoing Task 
It has become apparent by now that 
Bible translation is an ongoing 
process. Dr. Metzger points out that 
scholars must be "in place" to con
tinue to examine ancient scrolls, to 
pay attention to how language 
changes in modem idiom, to be sen
sitive to nuances and mea ings that 
may have heretofore been hidden. 
Thus the NCC intends to continue 
its translating ministry, and to be
come even more sensitive to the 
need for inclusiveness not only with 
regard to gender but also culture 
and race. 

But isn't the Bible the Bible? And 
don't we have to accept it as it is, 
tribal and patriarchal biases and all? 
Yes, say the advocates for inclusive
ness, but we also need to recognize 
that all translations have their own 
built-in biases. Dr. Metzger is firmly 
convinced that Western translators 
almost unconsciously will translate 
with a Western operational bias. He 
readily points out that the phrase in 
the Song of Solomon (1:5), which in 
the past was translated "I am dark 
but comely," could just as accurate
ly be translated "I am black and 
beautiful." 

Perhaps the most 
encouraging lesson 
we have learned is 
that a large number of 
church-goers are open 
to the new light that 
may break forth from 
God's word. 

Professor Randolph Bailey of the 
Interdenominational Theological 
Seminary in Atlanta, and a member 
of the Translation and Utilization 
Committee of the NRSV, explains: 
"As women have shown, trans
lators bring to the task of translation 
all their cultural, gender, theologi
cal, and ethnic biases. We are now 
aware that translators must be more 
conscious of how those biases func
tion. The NCC is committed to 
diversity and inclusiveness in the 
makeup of future translation com
mittees. As African Americans
and persons of other cultures-with 
degrees in biblical studies continue 
to become involved in this process, 
they will help the translation com
mittee be sensitive to the issue." 

Language about God 
Two schools of thought continue to 
operate with regard to language 
about God. The position taken by 
the NRSV translation committee has 
been clearly stated by Dr. Metzger: 
"We are not tampering with the 
gender of the deity. God remains 
'Our Father,' and Jesus Christ is still 
the 'Son of God."' Yet, other 
scholars (though not members of 
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the translation committee) have dif
ferent proposals. Walter Wink, 
professor of biblical interpretation 
at Auburn Seminary in New York 
City, wrote in the September 19, 
1990 issue of Christian Century: 
"Surely we must be aware by now 
that God is not really a man. The 
language of males, applied to God, 
is merely a metaphor. But it also 
reflects the patriarchal power struc
ture of those who use that 
metaphor. It would be extremely 
difficult to erase all such patriarchal 
imagery, nor should we want to; 
... God is like a loving Father." But 
Wink goes on to suggest that the 
translation committee could have 
been asked "where possible to 
reduce the unnecessary use of mas
culine pronouns in reference to God 
without violating the meaning of 
the text." 

Perhaps the most encouraging 
lesson we have learned from this 
new translation is that a large num
ber of church-goers are not bound to 
some superstitious fixation on the 
literal "inerrancy'' of a particular 
translation of the "original" Scrip
tures (such as the King James Ver
sion or even the RSV). Rather they 
are open to the new light that may 
break forth from God's word and 
are truly grateful to the scholars 
whose combined efforts, according 
to translator Katharine Doob Saken
feld, would equal "40 years of one 
person's search" for the best render
ing of the earliest texts we have 
available to us. 0 

Sarah Cunningham is interim editor of pro
gram resources in the Mission Edualtion 
and Cultivation Program Department of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, ll7ld a 
former member of the Bible Transllltion ll7ld 
Utilization Committee of the Natiortlll 
Council of Churches. 
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New Christians in Japan 

What does it mean to convert to the 
Christian faith in Japan-a land 
where barely one percent of the 
people are Christian? 

For Jiro Nakamura it meant fill
ing a deep longing: "Something was 
missing in my life that others had. 
Now I've 'ound it." 

For Kenji Saito his new faith is to 
be prized, but at a personal, familial 
cost: "It's a big step when your 
parents and brothers and sisters are 
not Christian." 

As new Christians joined the fel
lowship of a Tokyo church, Isao 
Higa, who had come to Tokyo from 
Okinawa in search of a better job, 
reminded the congregation: ''You 
cannot realize how much courage it 

by Edwin H. Maynard 

The Rev. Shinji Iwamura (above with his wife), pastor of 
Omori Megumi (Grace) Church (below) 

takes to step across the threshold of 
a Christian church for the first 
time." 

The occasion for these tes
timonies was a welcome for seven 
new members of Omori Megumi 
(Grace) Church, a congregation of 
the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan). Of the seven, four were 
baptized into the faith before taking 
their vows; the other three were 
transferring membership from 
other churches. All were joining the 
Omori Megumi Church, but several 
will do most of their church-going at 
an outpost storefront known as 
Heiwa-Jima Megumi Church. 
(Omori and Heiwa-Jima are ad
jacent districts of greater Tokyo.) 
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Because conversion can 
lead to isolation from former 
friends and even from 
families, Japanese 
churches strive to become 
a supporting fellowship for 
their members. 

Because conversion can lead to 
isolation from former friends and 
even from families, Japanese 
churches strive to become a sup
porting fellowship for their mem
bers. Appropriately on this day, the 
pastor, the Rev. Shinji Iwamura, 
preached on love. Citing the 
familiar conversation between Jesus 
and Peter in John 21, he told the new 
converts and the rest of the con
gregation: "Loving Christ can only 
be possible by sharing that love with 
others. We can' t say 'I love Christ 
but I don' t care about people. ' 
Loving Christ means loving others; 
it means giving our lives in a com
plete way by sharing others' bur
den, joys, sorrows and blessings." 

To provide a taste of the loving 
church family, the worship service 
was followed by a fellowship dinner 
to welcome the new members-not 
unlike new-member d inners com
mon in American churches (except 
for the menu and the fact that the 
U.S. churches persons rec ived by 
profession of faith seldom outnum
ber the transfers) . Afte r a meal 
featuring a delicately flavored soup 
and sushi, there were testimonies. 

Jiro Makamura, perhaps ap
proaching the age of 50, recalls a 
great uncle, h is grandmo ther ' s 
brother, who had been a Christian 
and had given his life in an act of 
love: stopping a train, and thus 
saving the lives of others at the cost 
of his own. The story was known in 
his family, of course; and it has been 
told in a novel by a Christian wri ter. 
But Jiro's immediate family were 
not Christian, nor was he interested 
in the faith-until he began to feel 
an emptiness in his heart. 

His search for that something 
others had and he lacked brought 
him to the faith he had known about 
but thought was not for him. Now 
that he has found what he was look-

ing for, he is eager to share his faith 
with his immediate family; for his 
wife is not a Christian. 

J enki and Hanako Saito are 
younger. They were present with 
their two young sons. Hanako told 
how the church's kindergarten had 
played an evangelistic role for her. 

In Japan, a kindergarten com
bines the functions Americans 
know as both kindergarten and 
nursery school, and children may be 
enrolled for two or three years. 
Hanako was looking for a suitable 
place for the two boys. Because of 
family work schedules, it had to be 
a kindergarten that provided 
transportation. Someone told her 
the kindergarten at Omori Megumi 
had a bus. 

In the kindergarten, the boys ex
perienced daily devotions with the 
other children. Sunday school is 
considered a part of the kindergar
ten program, and the boys liked 
Sunday school. But the bus didn't 
run on Sunday, so it became their 
mother's responsibility to take 
them. Rather than making two trips, 
she stayed while her boys attended 
class. Instead of just sitting and 
waiting, she began to slip into the 
back of the church . What she heard 
in the worship service was helpful 
to her. She wanted to hear more. 

So Hanako began attending 
church regularly, and she found a 
faith in Christ. Friends urged her to 
be baptized, but she held back. She 
wanted her new faith to be a 
partnership with her husband . 
Gradually Kenji began coming too. 
Now both attend regularly and both 
sing in the choir. 

Kenji recalled how he had at
tended a Christian school when he 
was a boy and went to chapel 
regularly. One time a friend invited 
him to a Sunday service, but it all 
seemed so strange to him that he did 
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Top and top right: Christians at a carry
in dinner at Heiwa-Jima Megumi 
Church 
Bottom: A group photograph of the Sun
day evening congregation at the same 
church 
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It is a big step 
to enter a 
Christian 
church and 
choose to 
follow a new 
life in Christ in 
Japan. 

High School students in front of the Great 
Buddha at Kamakura, one of the largest 
religious statues in the world 

not go back. But now, as a father, he 
was beginning to sense the power of 
Christian faith in the lives of his wife 
and his sons. He was ready to take 
that big step. 

Etsu Tanaka had also attended a 
Christian school but until now-in 
her late twenties-had not found a 
faith and a church. She recalled that 
while she was in high school the 
Gideons distributed Bibles. She 
received hers from the man who 
was then president of the Gideons 
and who also happens to be a mem
ber of Omori Megumi Church. (At 
the time of this writing, he was in his 
eighties.) 

She had read the Bible, and that 
helped her make the big decision. 
Etsu told the congregation that there 
was a page to sign in the front of her 
Bible indicating "the day I became a 
Christian and was baptized." 
"Today I am going to go home and 
fill that in," she added. 

The other three new members, 
the transfers, were young women 
who teach in the Omori Magumi 
kindergarten. Because of. the role of 
Christian education in the school, 
the church insisted that all teachers 
be Christian and members of the 
church. 

The seriousness with which 
Japanese converts regard the step 
they are taking suggests the dis
ciples who reminded Jesus of the 
sacrifices they made to follow him 
and the promise he made in return 
(Mark 10:28 ff.). These four also 
were leaving family, friends, and 
parts of their culture to become 
modem disciples. 

The testimonies to the power of 
faith in the lives of these new Chris
tians-their longing for something 
that seemed to be lacking and the 
paths by which they found Christ
were entirely Japanese. The Kyodan 
is a Japanese church, led by Japanese 

Christians and attuned to Japanese 
culture. But there were two 
American friends present to con
gratulate the new members. They 
were Javan and Neva Corl, mis
sionaries sent by The United 
Methodist Church. 

Neva was a teacher in three 
church-run kindergartens in the 
area, giving special attention to the 
spiritual development of children 
and other teachers. Javan, who is an 
ordained minister, was assigned by 
the Tokyo Synod of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan to the 
Minami District as an itinerant 
evangelist-at-large. Although as
signed to work with all churches of 
the district, the Corls enjoyed a spe
cial relationship with the Omori 
Megumi Church and Heiwa-Jima 
Megumi storefront, their assigned 
base within the district. About two 
dozen persons share the Christian 
life at the Heiwa-Jima outpost. A 
young seminary graduate, living in 
a small apartment over the 
sanctuary, worked with them. Their 
numbers are growing. 

It is a big step to enter a Christian 
church and choose to follow a new 
life in Christ in Japan. Most Japanese 
profess to be Buddhist or Shinto-
often both at once. There is also a 
strong secular trend in Japanese 
society. Those who take the step of 
discipleship are rewarded with the 
spiritual joys that come to any 
Christian anywhere. But it is critical
ly and especially important for the 
loving fellowship of the church to be 
there to support new Japanese 
Christians in their spiritual journey. 
0 

Edwin H. Maynard was a volunteer in mis
sion in the orient in 1988 and he is a member 
of the United Methodist Association of Com
municators Hall of Fame. 
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by Luix Overbea 

About a decade ago, when he was 
director of the Middle East office of 
the National Council of Churches 
(NCC), someone asked Livingston 
Lomas, "How come the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese is 
suddenly involved in social ac
tion?" 

"Oh, you must be talking about 
Frank Maria," Lomas replied, refer
ring to the Antiochian Orthodox 
representative on the NCC govern
ing board who also served on the 
Middle East Committee. "Actually 
Frank is a Methodist in disguise!" 

Dr. Lomas was a member of a 
Baptist church in Lowell, Mas
sachusetts, when he first met Fran
cis "Frank" Maria. Frank was active 
in the Church of All Nations, an in
stitution related to the Board of 
Horne Missions of the Methodist 
(now United Methodist) Church. 
When Maria returned to the church 
of his parents and became chairman 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Depart
ment of Middle East and Arab 
Refugee Affairs and Lomas took on 
his NCC post, they worked ogether 
on Middle East matters. 

"It's very important that the An
tiochian Arab-American Christian 
Church participates in the restora
tion of peace and harmony in the 
Middle East," Dr. Lomas explains. 
"It traces its roots back to the 
Apostles. The Book of the Acts of the 
Apostles says, 'And the disciples 
were called Christians first in An
tioch (Acts 11 :26)."' 

"The American churches should 
witness to the truth regarding the 
Middle East," says Frank Maria. 
"Thanks to the Methodist Church, 
and its people who inspired me, I 
have been able to devote my life to 
the cause of justice and peace, espe
cially in the Middle East, sacrificing 
time, funds and career for God
given practical results .... Each of us 
can do something about world 
problems." 

"The American 
churches should 

witness to the truth 
regarding the 

Middle East," says 
Frank Maria. 

"Each of us can do 
something about 
world problems." 

Even though he now lives in 
semi-retirement (in Warner, New 
Hampshire), Maria has not relaxed 
his zeal for improving international 
relations in the Middle East, speak
ing on radio and television, partici
pating in conferences, counseling 
with individuals concerned about 
Middle East issues, and supporting 
political candidates who stand for 
an "even-handed" policy toward 
the nations and peoples (Christian, 
Jew and Muslim) of the Middle East. 

His most recent coup took place 
in November, 1985. Working be
hind the scenes, Maria was in
strurnen tal in arranging for 
Abdullah Omar Naseef, secretary 
general of the Muslim World 
League, and Arthur Hertzberg, vice 
president of the World Jewish Con
gress, to speak at the same session of 
the NCC board meeting. "For the 
first time I know," said Maria, "a 
history-making ecumenical 
dialogue was created , bringing 
together Christians, Muslims, and 
Jews at the surnrni t level. There is so 
much misinformation, ignorance 
and prejudice regarding Arabs, 
Islam and the Middle East that such 
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a meeting can only be fruitful to the 
world, especially to Americans who 
need to know more about other 
parts of the world." 

Although Maria began his work 
on behalf of the Antiochian Or
thodox Church in 1970, his personal 
involvement with Middle East 
peace activity began two decades 
earlier when he proposed "people 
to people" diplomacy for the area. 
In 1960, he helped found the 
American Arabic Association 
(AMARA), which earned him the 
organization's Distinguished Public 
Service A ward, one of more than 
thirty awards he has received for his 
contribution to human rights. 

Regarding the ongoing problems 
of the Middle East, Frank Maria in
sists, 'We should study the prob
lems. We should not respond as 
pro-Arab or pro-Israeli. As 
American citizens and as practicing 
Christians, we should develop 
weapons of peace." 

"Remember the bonds of Chris
tianity and Islam," he adds. ''People 
to people programs are a common 
denominator for justice and peace in 
the Middle East. We need more 
dedicated volunteers, more 
creativity." 

Frank Maria developed his 
people to people commitment and 
his dedication to justice and peace as 
a youth in Lowell, Massachusetts. 
At age seven, he came under the 
influence of the late Leslie C. Bockes, 
pastor of the Church of All Nations, 
and also of the teachers in the 
Methodist home missions program 
at the church. He ran the church 
slide projector, studied the Bible, 
taught Bible classes (becoming Sun
day school superintendent at age 
13!), participated in athletics and 
Epworth League activities, and 
coached the interracial All Nations 
basketball t am to 12 straight cham
pionships. In the process, he inter
nalized the spiritual, moral and 



"We should study the 
problems. We should 
not respond as pro-Arab 
or pro-Israeli. As 
American citizens and 
as practicing Christians, 
we should develop 
weapons of peace." 
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Above: Rev. Leslie C. Bockes, pastor of 
Church of All Nations, Lowell, 
Massachusetts, in 1946. Right top: A boys' 
Bible study class at Church of All Nations 
in 1929. Lower Right: Frank Maria, 
"Met11odist in disguise," with an 
undisguised President Jimmy Carter. 

ethical values which have guided 
him throughout his life. 

After World War II, Frank Maria 
worked as personnel director at the 
Merrimack Manufacturing Com
pany (from 1946 to 1957), a plant in 
Lowell which employed 7,000 
workers. "We applied the ethics I 
learned at the Church of All Na
tions," he says. "We were hiring 
blacks and other minorities long 
before affirmative action. We gave 
them opportunities. We learned 
from them." Even though 70 other 
firms went out of business, Maria 
boasts "We saved this giant com
pany from moving to the South. The 
unionized employees voted in 
secret ballot to cut their own wages 
to keep the business going." 

Frank Maria believes that the 
basis for world peace can be found 
in the ethics of prophetic mono
theism as taught in Judaism, Chris
tianity and Islam. He was especially 
troubled during the 1967 Seven 
Days War. "This upset me," Maria 
recalls. "It was particularly trying 
for people who knew the truth 
about the plight of Arab Christians 
and Muslims. Israel had invaded 
Egypt, Syria and Jordan. On 
television, dead Syrian soldiers on 
the Golan Heights looked like my 
father and older brother who had 
migrated to the United States from 
a Christian village in Syria. The Is
raeli military forced Palestinian 

73e.st wishes -to 
Frank JUnni:t 

women-they reminded me of my 
mother and sister-at bayonet point 
to cross the Allenby Bridge. 

"My country was applauding the 
invaders," Frank Maria continues. 
"America was not sympathetic with 
the people who were suffering. I 
was distressed at our failure to make 
our people sensitive to the plight of 
these people." 

Then, he says, he heard a voice 
telling him: "Go to the churches! Go 
to the churches!" In response to that 
voice he became actively involved 
with the Antiochian Archdiocese 
and the National Council of Chur
ches. "Since that time," he says with 
some satisfaction, "there has been a 
marked shift in the public state
ments from pro-Israeli or noncom-
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mittal to impartial or pro-Pales
tinian." 

Today, Frank Maria recalls his 
early days in Lowell with fondness 
and gratitude. "I can never forget 
my Methodist training," he mused. 
"It's been my God-given privilege 
to know and work with leaders in all 
walks of life. Of all the ' giants' in my 
life, no one has had a greater affirm
ative impact on me than the 
Methodist minister who guided me 
at the church of All Nations, Leslie 
C. Bockes. I shall always be grateful 
to the Methodist home missions 
agency and to the Church of All Na
tions in Lowell." 0 

Lu ix Overbea is a staff writer for The Chris
tian Science Monitor. 



Mis • ion UC ti on 
Suggestions for Mission Leaders 

By Faye Wilson-Beach 

Comprehensive Mission Education Plan GET READY FOR 

A colleague of mine operates under 
the slogan ''proper planning 
prevents poor performance." 

The proper way to plan for mis
sion education is to have your 
church, district, or annual con
ference follow the Comprehensive 
Mission Education Plan (CMEP). 

The CMEP explains the key com
ponents in a year-round program 
for mission: mission studies and 
travel/ study seminars; covenant 
relationships with National and 
World Division missionaries; and 
mission education with children 
and youth. 

Other components include 
· tment for mission service; dis

" ct mission saturation events; of
erings for World Service, the Youth 

n a Sunday School class, or during 
emeeting of the work area on mis

ion, read the article" Africa Church 
rowth: Ten Years Later" (see pg. 

). 
Then, view the video "For the 
pie had a mind to work.'' Avail

ble in conference AV libraries or 
m EcuFilm, 810 Twelfth Avenue 
uth, Nashville, 'IN 37203; Tel. 

251-4091. Rental $15, Sale $35. 
so available as 16mm film. 
Celebrate with the churches and 

ountries who participate in the 
frica Church Growth and 

elopment emphasis by singing 
ayer for Africa" (Songs of Zion, 

12). 
Read aloud quotations from the 

991 Prayer Calendar on ministry in 
frica, pages 9-27. Return to the 

tory on pages 8-12. Select five 
·ngs to give praise for and five 
· ngs to lift to God as concerns. Be 
prayer for the church in Africa. 

Service Fund, the Children's Fund 
for Christian Mission, and Special 
Sundays; priorities of the General 
Advance. 

The CMEP also highlights 
resources-people as well as 
materials-that enable a church to 
be mission-minded. It details the 
responsibilities of the conference 
and district secretaries of global 
ministries and of the chairperson of 
the work area on mission. The plan 
lists the basic resources that all mis
sion leaders need, including New 
World Outlook, T. V. Guidelines, and 
the mission resource material in the 
Interpreter. 

Learn more about the CMEP by 
contacting your conference or dis
trict secretary of global ministries. 

The 1990 Annual Report of the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
(#1628), highlights the work of each 
unit of the Board. It will be available 
in May 1991 for $3.00 from the Ser
vice Center. 

Response, the official magazine of 
United Methodist Women, and New 
World Outlook, the m1ss10n 
magazine of the United Methodist 
Church. Includes mission articles of 
interest for every leader (combina
tion subscription rate $13.00 for 1 
year). 

Partnership in Missions Catalog 
1991-92 (#1507), $3.00. A list of all 
projects in the General Advance, 
enabling designated giving. 

Great Ideas for Local Church Mis
sion Leaders, (#4294), $3.00. Best 
ideas from T. V. Guidelines, with sug
gestions for mission minutes and 
bulletin inserts. 

Special Sunday: Golden Cross Sun
day, May 5, 1991, an emphasis on 
health and wholeness issues. Order 
and distribute brochures on con
cerns such as persons with AIDS 
and persons with handicapping 
conditions. An offering is taken 
which remains within the annual 
conferences for conference mini
stries. 

Materials available specifically 
designed for Golden Cross Sunday 
are: Planning Guide/Order Form 
(#1833), free except for 
postage/handling; Bulletin Insert 
(#1823), 3¢ or $2.40per100; Offering 
Envelope (#1822), 3¢ or $2.40per100. 
Order from the Service Center (see 
above for address). 

Vacation Bible School: Use the 
United Methodist Children's Fund 
for Christian Mission Packet high
lighting six mission projects which 
minister to children. Includes 
posters and activities. One free to 
every church. Order from: Dis
cipleship Resources, P.O. Box 840 
Nashville, TN 37202, or call Curric
u-phone, 1-800-251-8591. 

MISSION AND CHILDREN 

The Magic Carpet of UMCOR (#4087), 
an activity book teaching children 
how their church helps others who 
have needs. Up to 100 free for 
postage and handling; over 100, 10¢ 
each. 

Who Touched the Remote Control? 
(#1309), $9.95, a workbook for 
adults and children to assist in 
making television viewing choices 
based on Christian principles. In
cludes reproducible activity sheets 
and "challenge" pages for use at 
home. [Children's study book for 
1990-91 mission study theme 
"Gospel, Culture and Media".]O 

All the above resources are available from the 
Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Caller 
No.1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 
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Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, 
Paladin of Liberal Protestantism 
by Robert Moats Miller 

Reviewed by Arthur]. Moore 

No doubt most Americans do not 
remember Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam. Among those for whom the 
name does stir up memories, most 
would remember that he had some
thing to do with the McCarthy era 
and the House Committee on Un
American activities. And yet 
Oxnam has been dead less than 30 
years, and his famed encounter with 
the Committee took place only 38 
years ago. 

Surely, during his lifetime, most 
Americans did know who Bromley 
Oxnam was and what he stood for. 
In a time of Protestant and liberal 
ascendancy, when The Methodist 
Church (as it then was) was the 
largest Protestant denomination, 
Bishop Oxnam was its most visible 
leader. He seemed to be 
everywhere, and had opinions on 
almost everything. Much of what 
we now regard as fi xed in 
denominational and ecumenical 
practice bears his fingerprints. In an 
age of larger than life church 
leaders, he was one of the largest 
and liveliest. 

Robert Moats Miller, professor of 
history at the University of North 
Carolina and biographer of Harry 
Emerson Fosdick and Ernest 
Fremont Tittle, has told Oxnam's 
story well in this massive biog
raphy. He apologizes for its length, 
and it is crowded with many facts; 
but it reads easily. Indeed, in some 
places, it could more profitably ex
amine some issues at greater length. 

The title description ''Paladin of 
Liberal Protestantism" may raise 
questions but it has been chosen 
deliberately and well. The word 
paladin means both a "stalwart 
champion" and a high court official. 
The key to Oxnam' s character is that 
he was both. 

Garfield Bromley Oxnam was 
born a century ago this year in 
California. His father was a Cornish 
immigrant mining executive; his 
mother came from Illinois. Both 
were ardent Methodists. The future 
fighting liberal was named after 
both the Republican president 
James Garfield and the family doc
tor who had saved his mother's life 

Now is the time for 

A Search for Answers to 
The Question of Palestine 

• Read the book that describes 
a United Methodist's encounters 
with Christians, Muslims and 
Jews in the Middle East 

Abingdon Press, 
Nashville, TN 1990 
$29.95 

a few years earlier. As his son's first 
name would indicate, Bromley's 
father was a "conservative" 
Republican. Father and son were 
close, which raises the question of 

by Ethel Born • Gain an understanding of the 
dynamics operating in the Palestinian 
search for a homeland 

• Map, pictures and bibliography are 
included 

Order A Tangled Web (#1254), $3.25 plus 
postage and handling, from SERVICE 
CENTER, 7820 Reading Road, Caller 
No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 
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Coming Up in New World Outlook ... 
• Feature articles to supplement the ·1991 -92 Mission Studies 

(May/June issue) 

• A report from the World Council of Churches Assembly in 
Canberra, Australia (July/August issue) 

• Special inserts: one for youth and one for children 

• Perspectives on the upco~ing 500th ~nnivers~ry of . 
Columbus' arrival, plus articles by Native American writers 
(September issue) 

how the younger Oxnam became 
"liberal" from an early age. Miller 
never really examines or explains 
this development, merely referring 
readers to William R. Hutchinson's 
comparative study of the origins of 
liberal and conservative Protes
tants. The failure to pursue this 
question is one of the chief 
shortcomings of Miller's book. 

The treatment of Oxnam's early 
family life shows well how his ~arly 
busine!?S training influenced him. It 
was his organizational and ad
ministrative skills that made the 

ature Oxnam so formidable. A 
rime example of this is the diaries 

which are the core of this biography 
md which enable the reader to ob
;erve the man at close range. In his 
routh, the diaries give us the flav?r 
Jf that optimistic "muscular Chns
:ianity" where men were "grand" 

d II fl d ln women were pure an 
:ouples went to the beach and sa~g 
1ymns. This particular blend of m-
1ocence and confidence vanished 
1-om the U.S. after World War I, but 
't marked Oxnam for life. It helps to 
~xplain the extraordinary distaste 
'or theology which Oxnam shar~d 
iVith a generation of Methodist 
eaders. 

It also goes along with the strong 
mthoritarian streak in his character, 

hich Miller documents. Oddly 
~nough, this seemed to come out 
nost strongly in academic situa
ions whether as president of De
>auw University or in suggesting 
rspiritual loyalty oaths" for teachers 
it Methodist institutions. The 
everse of this is Oxnam's ingratiat
ng himself with political leaders. 
-Iis closeness with John Foster 
)ulles is the most extreme example. 

If Miller is not hesitant to reveal 

what he sees as flaws in Oxnam, this 
is certainly not a debunking biog
raphy. In exploring church issues, it 
may give Oxnam rather more credit 
than he deserves. He was a power 
house, but The Methodist Church 
was more than the extension of a 
single man. 

It is instructive these days to see 
how the content of liberalism has 
changed. Many of Oxnam's posi
tions, if held today, would seem 
conservative. Few now remember 
that his celebrated appearance 
before the House Committee on Un
American Activities (at his own re
quest) was to deny allegations of 
Communist sympathies and that he 
himself fingered several churchmen 
as "fellow travellers" (albeit reluc
tantly and under questioning). One 
of these was his old mentor, Harry 
F. Ward, whom he had served as a 
secretary while a student at Boston 
University. 

Against stories like this, one must 
list such acts of public courage as 
bringing Martin Niemoller to the 
U.S. to speak after World War II, at 
a time when such liberals as Eleanor 
Roosevelt vehemently opposed it. 
One could go on and on; there was 
so much in this crowded and event
ful life. For those of us who knew 
Bishop Oxnam, Professor Miller has 
called him to life. For others who 
want to better understand their 
heritage-both good and ill- or to 
make the acquaintance of a fascinat
ing man, this book can be recom
mended. 

Arthur]. Moore, now retired, was the editor 
of New World Outlook for nearly three 
decades-from 1964 to 1987. His father, 
along with Bishop Oxnam, was one of 
Methodism's most distinguished bishops. 
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today! 

Subscribe now, for ... 
Information on mission issues relevant to General Conference in '92 
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Special resources for workers with children and youth 
Bible studies, photo essays, and much, much more. 
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Ne Belong to the Land Harper Collins/Harper 
San Francisco, CA 1990 
$16.95 

y Elias Chacour 
ith Mary E. Jensen 

teviewed by Frank Maria 

~ Belong to the umd tells the story 
a Palestinian Christian priest who 
s become internationally known 
a peacemaker. From his boyhood 
· sed in an Arab Christian home 
roughout his work as a priest in 
e village of Ibillin in Galilee, 
ther ( "Abuna" in Arabic) Elias 
acour has remained in the Holy 

md, following in the footsteps of 
sus, despite his renown and many 
>portunities to go elsewhere. 
A Melkite Catholic priest, Abuna 

ias' flock includes all residents of 
illin as he builds bridges of 
1endship and goodwill between 
elkite and Greek Orthodox, Arab 
hristians and Muslims, Pales-

lians and Jews. Aware of the need 
r education and economic 
~velopment among Palestinian 
mth in the Galilee area, he builds 
oon the improved relations with 
le community to construct schools, 
r, raries, youth and community 
nters. His summer camps are at
nded by thousands of children 
om different religious back
·ounds. Urging the persistent yet 
~aceful pursuit of justice, he in
ructs his people never to hate for, 
1 he says, "hatred is corruption." 
Abuna Elias Chacour has worked 

rurageously for peace and recon
liation in the midst of the continu
g Palestinian-Israeli controversy, 
~rhaps the world's greatest chal
nge to people who believe in truth, 
~man rights, justice and peace. 
ruth has been so warped, and 
11man rights so violated, that the 
lalization of justice and peace has 
~ome almost impossible. (After 
is visit to the Holy Land, a 
fnowned Canadian theologian 
pted the persistent injustice to the 
~lestinians and suggested that per
llps it should be called the "Unholy 

r
nd.") Yet despite the gloomy out

ok, if there is any real hope today, 
surely must be found in the ex

nple and life of such persons as 

~
una Chacour in Galilee. 
We Belong to the Land is replete 

0

th anecdotes from everyday life 

in an Arab Christian village which 
would be sermons for fruitful living 
in any region of the world. This 
book is certainly a source of inspira
tion for all "people of the book"
Christians, Jews and Muslims-and 
would be a valuable addition to any 
religious library. It is a book which 
also helps American citizens to see 
Palestinians and other Arabs as they 
really are-not as "terrorists" but 
rather as human beings capable of 
great love and compassion. 

Ahuna Chacour tells us, ''While I 
admired tl)e village priests, it was 
my parents who made Christ real to 
me. They helped me see Jesus as my 
Champion and my Friend and my 
Compatriot, someone who I could 
talk to at anytime about anything. 
The courage, sanctity and simplicity 
of faith that mother and father lived 
out every day was a powerful ex
ample to me. Many times I would 

hear my father pray: 'Lord do not 
forget to liberate the persecuted 
Jews from the hand of the cruel Hit
ler.' We never imagined that in a few 
years Jewish Zionist soldiers would 
trick us into leaving our village and 
take our land, raising Hitler's per
secution as one of the reasons they 
(did not feel) we Palestinians who 
have lived here for so many cen
turies should have the land." 

As an American Arab Christian, I 
can identify with Ahuna Chacour's 
experience and witness. My parents 
were Orthodox Christians who 
emigrated to Lowell, Massachusetts 
from the village of Saidnaya, Syria. 
I remember the many times I came 
home and saw my Arab mother 
with a candle before the Icon of the 
Virgin Mary or the Icon of St. 
George in prayer for the health of a 
loved one or asking for strength and 
guidance. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK MARGI-APRIL 1991 45 



46 

To hi Pal tinian community, 
Abuna Cha ur would of ten say, 
"R m mber our r ts in Galilee·go 
back bef re the 2 0 year-old trees. 

our Pal tinian ancestors planted 
the trees and loved the land. It is 
from this land you have been 
removed and to this land you will be 
returned someday. From this land 
God took human form. In this land 
Jesus of Nazareth gave his blood for 
the redemption of the world. Per
haps you will have to do something 
with your blood to redeem Jews and 
Palestinians and to create an en
vironment of negotiation, love and 
tolerance." 

Again I can identify with Abun,1 
Chacour's appeal to his roots and 
heritage. When I was still a boy 
living in Lowell, Massachusetts, a 
Church of All Nations staff member 
named Elizabeth Ryder (who later 
married Methodist minister Donald 
Baldwin) introduced me to the book 
The Syrian Christ by the noted 
Unitarian clergyman Abraham 
Mitre Rihbany which described 
Jesus as a Syrian villager. Reading 
that book gave me a deeper, more 
profound appreciation for my Arab 
Christian heritage whose roots are 
in the Holy Land. 

At this moment of pain and con
flagration in the Middle East, we can 
nonetheless be heartened by the 
words of a Palestinian named Elias 
Chacour who has been pursuing 
peace and reconciliation for so long: 
''We need to create a new reality in 
Galilee, changing the situation from 
injustice and inequality to a true 
partnership of equals .. . .lt is a matter 
of building bridges among mem
bers of the same family. Always 
there is the temptation to violence 
and might, but the ones who build 
bridges acknowledge, 'My friend is 
also right, and I am also 
wrong' .... This land, this Palestine, 
this Israel, does not belong to either 
Jews or Palestinians. Rather we are 
compatriots who belong to the land 
and to each other. If we cannot live 
together, we surely will be buried 
together. We must choose life." 

Frank Maria, a longtime activist on behalf of 
peace and mutual understanding among the 
ethnic, religious and political factions in the 
Middle East, is profiled elsewhere in this 
issue of New World Outlook. 
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