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DEAR READER

Lucia Bruno describes the plight of Latin American and Caribbean
children and youth, spotlighting their poverty, exploitation, abandonment and neglect, while also indicating programmatic rays of light and
hope shining in the midst of present darkness. (Randolph Nugent's
Viewpoint echoes a similar theme in using the condition of the world's
children as a measure of distortion from God's design.)
Linda Bloom views the deprivation of women and children
worldwide through the lens of literacy, while citing existing United
Methodist literacy programs and urging still more church participation. (One way to participate is through financial contribution, and The
Advance and other possibilities for contributing to literacy projects and
ministries among street children accompany the Bruno and Bloom
articles.)
This issue also contains some articles which were originally intended
for the September-October "50 years of mission witness" issue.
Raymond K. DeHainaut looks again at "missionary culture shock" (as
he did more than 20 years ago in these pages), and he is joined in
witnessing to the cultural transformation inherent in the missionary
experience by Richard Thompson. Milo L. Thornberry looks at the
training demands necessary for preparing missionaries to serve the
global church of the future from his important perspective as director
of the GBGM Mission Resource Center in Atlanta.
Rounding out this issue, Brenda L. Webber provides an uplifting
profile of United Methodist witness in the highest levels of municipal
government in the District of Columbia, and it is a welcome countervailing report to the highly publicized trials of the mayor of
Washington, D.C. Ezekiel C. Makunike assesses the events in Eastern
Europe over the past several months from the perspective of Africa's
past and future, and he sees the possibility for the church to play a
creative and critical role in the social and political changes sweeping
the continent.
This issue also contains a poster, attractive to the eye and suitable to
the season. It is intended to be removed from the magazine for display
on local church bulletin boards, in Sunday school classrooms, in Christian homes, or wherever it might serve best as a seasonal reminder and
witness. On the reverse side, suggestions for Chrisbnas-giving are
offered which are in keeping with the revealing and redeeming gift
from God in Christ which we have received.
We hope this issue will brighten and enlighten your Christmas
season.
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News and Analysis
of Developments
in Christian Mission

BISHOP SAFE In early September, Liberian Bishop
Arthur Kulah escaped safely to the neighboring
country of Sierra Leone, according to word received
by Rev. Robert Harman, World Division deputy
general secretary, from Bishop Thomas Bangura of
Sierra Leone. Bishop Kulah's wife and four children
had been in Sierra Leone since mid-June. Lamar Cox,
a layman in charge of the Liberian Annual Conference Advance Fund, accompanied Bishop Kulah.
During July and August, it had been hoped that
Bishop Kulah had found safe shelter somewhere in
war-torn Liberia, although his whereabouts were unknown.
EPISCOPAL HEALTH CARE At the conclusion of a
summer "health for all" conference held in Bolivia,
bringing together over 100 Methodists from 17
countries and jointly sponsored by the General Board
of Global Ministries and the Council of Evangelical
Methodist Churches in Latin America (CIEMAL),
Bishops C. Dale White (New York) and Paulo Ayres
Mattos (Brazil) issued a "pastoral letter to the people
called Methodist'' citing "an unjust global economic
system (which) traps much of humanity in poverty,
hunger and disease." "Hunger-related diseases," the
letter continued, "kill 40 million people each year and
disable millions more. Death-dealing forces of exploitative economic systems enrich the wealthy and
reduce the poor to desperation," including "oppressive" IMF and World Bank policies which "are taking
bread from the mouths of women and children and
reducing millions to a desperate struggle for survival." Bolivia was a dramatically appropriate site for
the consultation, as it is Latin America's poorest
country, with 80 percent of the population receiving
an annual income below that necessary for healthy
survival.
FIRST CLASS MISSIONARIES The first class of 32
short-term missionaries (mission interns and US-2s)
graduated from the new Mission Resource Center in
Atlanta during the summer. The 18 mission interns
will serve 18 months abroad in such assignments as
ministering to street children in Brazil, assisting with
legal-aid services for South African children, or working at a hospital for crippled children in Jerusalem.
Then the interns will return for another 18 months of
service in the United States. The 14 US-2s will work
for two years in assignments related to the GBGM National Division.
PHILIPPINE FIRST After nearly a century, The
United Methodist Church in the Philippines has its
first woman district superintendent. Rev. Alice
Tabiendo-Cruz is superintendent of the West Pan4

'

'

gasinan District, which is situated in one of the
largest Philippine provinces and includes 27 local
churches, five worshiping congregations, and 32 pastors and deaconesses.
MISSION VISION Thirty-six new episodes of the
television show "Perspectives: Faith in Our Time"
will be aired on the Vision Interfaith Satellite Network (VISN). Two of the half-hour segments will feature GBGM General Secretary Randolph Nugent
probing mission in a new age and changing political
realities in Africa and the Third World. The program
is produced and directed by Rev. Bruno Caliandro, a
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK author (see July-August,
1990 issue).

t~

bl
t

D
Di

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGHLANDS In September,
St. Luke' s United Methodist Church in Highlands
N
Ranch, Colorado, which had been struggling finandally over the past four years, got a surprise dose of
C
good news. The church's financial secretary, Dorothy r
Day, a charter member of St. Luke's since 1983, hit
S~
the jackpot for $2.2 million in the Colorado state lotAi
tery. She promised that the church would share in
tat
her good fortune. ''The only difference it (winning
st ,
the prize money) will make is that now I will be able
Sil
to help others in ways I could not before," said Ms.
N
Day. In emphasizing that St. Luke's is her "extended
si
family" whom she intended to help, Ms. Day recalls
joking with pastor Rev. William Selby. "I used to say Pl
to him," she remembers, "'If only I could win the lot- tH
tery, we could keep the doors open."' Now that she
S
has seen her wish come true, Ms. Day says, "I just
de
need to get some counsel in figuring out how to
a~
help."
FIGURES FOR MISSION More than 68 percent of
United Methodist churches have fewer than 200 mem
bers, and some 88 percent are located in areas with
populations of less than 50,000. Yet few seminaries
are training pastors for rural church ministries, according to Rev. William F. Appleby, immediate past
president of the United Methodist Rural Fellowship....In any given year, only 5,000 of the more than
37,000 United Methodist churches in the United
States and Puerto Rico provide direct support to missionaries, says Rev. Robert Harman, deputy general
secretary, World Division, GBGM ....ln Africa, most of
the nearly 5 million refugees are women and
children, including some 80 percent of the nearly one
million Mozambique refugees in Malawi; about a million Central American and 60,000 Haitian refugees
now live in the United States; in the past, only about
3 percent of persons seeking entry into the United
States through Ellis Island were rejected; whereas
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today, only about 3 percent of such persons are accepted, according to testimony before the United
Methodist Joint Panel on International Affairs.... Nearly half of the adult population in the United States43 percent-are single adults (from the first
denominationwide gathering of United Methodist
single adults in July) ....One-third of all children born
during the 1980s in the United States will live as part
of a ''blended" or step-family before their 18th
birthday; by the year 2000, step-families will be the
most common type of social unit in America; 60 percent of all second marriages-and the resulting
blended families-fail, mainly because of strains between parents, step-parents and their children (Rev.
Dick Dunn, speaking at a United Methodist Board of
Discipleship-sponsored conference last summer).
NEW RESOURCE The National Council of
Churches' Justice for Women Working Group has
recently published a resource called Sisters in the
Streets: Planning for Ministry with Women Who
Are Prostitutes. It is a "how to" manual which contains strategy recommendations as well as homilies,
stories, and the facts and fictions about prostitution.
Single copies are available free of charge from the
NCC Justice for Women Working Group, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 572, New York, New York 10115.

Council (WMC) even at this late stage to reconsider
its decision to meet in Singapore." In a related action,
the Council of Evangelical Methodist Churches in
Latin America (CIEMAL) voted not to attend the
1991 World Methodist Conference if it is held in Singapore. WMC leaders emphasize that they are meeting in Singapore at the invitation of the Methodist
Church there and as an act of "solidarity with Christians in Singapore at their hour of need." The
Methodist Church of Singapore has about 19,000
members and a "community'' of 40,000.
BEWITCHED, BOTHERED & BEWILDERED The administrative board of the First United Methodist
Church in Ketchum, Oklahoma, filed "official charges" with United Methodism's University Senate
against the Perkins School of Theology stemming
from a workshop on witchcraft held during the
seminary's 'Women's Week" in February. According
to a staffer for Probe Ministries based in Richardson,
Texas, who attended several Women's Week presentations, the workshop leader conducted a
"ceremony" at an altar containing lighted candles
and a statue of the goddess Diana. The co-convener
of Perkins Women Students insists that the charges
"are way out of proportion" and were ''based on
misstatements and half-truths."

il1s

PICTURE PERFECT PREACHING Speaking at the
third Academy for Preaching in Nashville, Rev. Lyle
Schaller, noted authority on church growth and
development, told the 65 United Methodist pastors in
attendance that because television "has changed
people's expectations about communication,"
preachers should learn to adapt accordingly.
"Today," he said, "we can read and watch television
at the same time. Our attention goes back and forth.
Television has taught people to pay attention that
way." Rev. Schaller emphasized the need for preaching in word pictures, insisting, "The gospel has not
changed, just the vessel in which it is presented." One
can't help wondering if ''back and forth" attention
during sermons doesn' t substantially pre-date
television!

sar

ot·
e

CONFERENCE SITE PROTESTED At its June gathering, the 170 delegates to the 9th Assembly of the
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) expressed "concern and disappointment" at current plans to hold
the 16th World Methodist Conference in the city-state
of Singapore in July, 1991. Citing repressive actions
by the Singapore government, particularly the expulsion of the CCA in late 1987 "on fabricated and false
charges," the Assembly urged "the World Methodist

ne
nil·
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DEATHS Belated word has been received that Karis
Manton died on December 30, 1989. She and her late
husband Frank, served as Methodist missionaries in
Burma and Taiwan....Dr. C. Leonard Miller, associate
general secretary, General Council on Ministries, died
March 9th in Dayton, Ohio, of cancer.... Dorothy A.
Sandfort, who served as a missionary in Peru for
nearly 28 years, died on June 3 in Claremont, California ....Ethelynde M. Ballance, an active deaconess for
26 years, died on June 11 in Raeford, North
Carolina ....Martha Irene Nixon, a missionary in
Mexico from 1919 to 1966, died in Austin, Texas on
June 16 at the age of 90....Julia P. Titus, a deaconess
with 40 years of home missionary service, died in
Asheville, North Carolina on July 28 .... Retired United
Methodist Bishop Paul V. Galloway, whose episcopal service was in the San Antonio-Northwest and
the Arkansas areas, died in Tulsa, Oklahoma on
August 4th at the age of 86.... Elizabeth M. "Betty'
Lee, a former missionary in Japan and Women's
Division executive secretary for Latin America,
Europe and North Africa, died in Shelton, Connecticut on August 11 at the age of 101.. .. Rev. David
Giles, a director of the General Board of Global Ministries, died on August 27 in Albany, New York after a
brief illness.
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by Christie R. House-Forni

W

hen I was a child growing
up in Cen tral Pennsylvania, preparing for the
corning of the Christ child
seemed like such a natural thing to
do . Stores, shopping malls, and
street lights were d ecked out well in
advance of Thanksgivi g. At home,
the "peripheral" Christmas decorations came ou t on the First Sunday
of Ad vent, and the tree trimming
usually started on the Third Sunday
of Advent. We helped Morn bake
Christmas cookies, wrap presents,
plan parties, send cards, light the
advent wreath, read Scripture and
devotionals each week. There was a ·
great feeling of anticipation, building to the last day of school, the
Christmas Eve service, a long sleepless night, until The Day finally
arrived .
Now that I have a child of my
ow n I've d iscovered two things
about prepa ring for the Christ
Child. The first is that my parents
must have d evoted a lot of time,
energy, and hard work "preparing
to prepare," so that our family could
have a meaningful Advent season.

The second thing I discovered is that
a child almost never arrives on the
due date.

kins

won

Gabriel, an Angel, comes to Mary.
Gabriel: Hail, 0 favored one, the
Lord is with you!

Mary is troubled [Luke says greatly
troubled], sizes up this Angel to see
what kind of greeting this might be.
Gabriel: Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus.
Mary: How can this be? I have no
husband.
Gabriel: The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, an~ the power of the
Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God .... For
with God nothing will be impossible.
Mary: Behold, I am the handmaid of
the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word .

scho
orde
that
thir
EliiJ
imp
ssuming that Mary had a her.
normal pregnancy in stay
every other aspect, she whil
now had nine months to mo1
prepare for the coming of the Christ pro1
Child. This is a good deal more time mec
than we disciples of Christ give our- corr
selves in the four weeks of Advent. lain
Having been through a pregnan- pre1
cy I realize that it takes a human
being nine months to prepare for a
birth, and it is not until that last
month that one gets over the fear,
the uncertainty, and the denial of
the event (acting as if nothing is happening to your body) and finally mo1
says "Come! I'm weary of waiting pos
for you, please, just come!"
bul
The first thing Mary does, ac- Wh
cording to Luke, is to go "with Wh
haste" to the city of Judah, to her Eli;

da
in
ihe
to

isl
ne
Jf·

it.
in·

kinswoman, Elizabeth, an older
woman, who is also pregnant. Some
scholars have said Mary does this in
order to verify the angel's story, so
that she can see this impossible
thing which has happened to
Elizabeth and believe that equally
impossible things may happen to
her. However, Luke notes that she
stays with Elizabeth three months,
which suggests that Mary receives
more from Elizabeth than simple
proof of her pregnancy. Almost immediately she receives Elizabeth's
comfort and support, which she certainly needed, being a young girl,
pregnant, and without a husband.

an
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If,

of
ply
1g

c·
h
~r

he first thing I did when I
learned I was pregnant,
after telling my husband,
was to tell my mother. My
mother immediately confirmed the
positive nature of my condition,
bubbled over with joy, and told me
what a blessing this was for our
whole family-much the way
Elizabeth comforted Mary.

When preparing for the birth of a
child, we go "with haste" to our
family. Even though my brothers
and I have all grown up and
graduated from college, we still go
home to prepare for the Christ child.
Problem is, we may only have a few
days. I have one brother in Seattle,
I' m in New Jersey, my parents and
another brother and family are in
Central Pennsylvania, my daughter
has an aunt, uncle, and cousins in
Illinois, great-grandparents in
Florida, Illinois and Vermont, and
great-aunts and uncles in Washington, Oregon, and Texas. With all our
schedules and all our demanding
careers, we're lucky to spend
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
together. How can we prepare?
If we are fortunate enough to
have family with us, even for just a
few days in the holiday season, we
shouldn't miss the chance to
prepare ourselves together for the
arrival of the Christ child. This is
part of what we all come home for.
God cans us to be together, in community. God called the wisemen
and the shepherds to be present at
Christ's birth.

t takes time and effort
"preparing to prepare."
Ask members of the family
to do some preparing on
their own for that time when you
will be together. Ask each to ponder
on what one thing he or she has
learned this year that has helped in
his or her spiritual journey, and
what symbol he or she would offer
the Christ child in thanks.
My family is particularly musical
and theatrical, so this offering might
become an evening of talent sharing, with songs, short scenes, short
pieces of music written in praise.
Little children also have a spiritual
life, and do not think that this
theological stuff is above their
heads. They too will have something to offer, and our own spirits
may be enriched by their offering.
Explain to them before hand what
will happen, and what it is that we
all celebrate. An evening where a
great-grandparent tells a story of
personal growth followed by a
three-year-old's revelation can
make for very fertile ground for the

I

arrival of the Christ child.
And remember, a child almost
never arrives on the due date. With
the excitement of opening presents,
making sure everyone gets breakfast, getting to church, planning the
dinner, clearing the dishes, visiting,
cleaning up after, and refereeing
disagreements over new toys, the
Christ child may not arrive on that
arbitrarily designated due date,
December 25. A child comes when a
child is ready, and we have very
little control over it. It is always a
surprise, a wonder, a miracle.
f we open our hearts and
wait until we are ready,
until we are weary of
waiting, and say, "Come
child! Just please come!" the Christ
child will arrive for us once more as
a surprising wondrous miracle. 0

I

Christie R. House-Forni is an Editorial Assistant to the Literature Editor for the Mission Education and Cultivation Program
Department of the General Board of Global
Ministries . She also provides valuable
editorial assistance to New World Outlook
magazine.

Jl ~ami{y 1Jevotiona{
:J{ymn:
"O Come, 0 Come Emmanuel"
or "Prepare the Way of the Lord"

Prayer:
Dear God, we come together
tonight as family, as parents and
children, brothers and sisters,
but also as part of your larger
family, to celebrate the birth of
your Son, Jesus, who came to live
as one of us. We think of his
humble birth, and remember our
own humble beginnings here
among the people that gave us
life. Open our hearts to the work
of your spirit in each of us as we
share our faith tonight, but also
help us to be aware of your work
among us as a family, and the
faith journey we are taking
together. In Jesus' name we pray,
Amen.

Scripture:
Luke 2:1-21
We have heard the story of Jesus'
birth and of the faith journeys of
Mary and Joseph. Now _let's
share some stories from our own
family and how we have seen

God working in our lives this
past year.
Now the parents, or whoever is leading
this devotion, may begin with their
stories. It is good to hear the individual
stories from parents, but it is also fascinating and extremely beneficial to
children (young and adult children) to
hear a little bit of the private life of their
parents and how the couple has grown
together. There is hardly a family in this
country today who has not experienced
divorce in some branch of the family,
and it is vital for couples with strong,
growing, long-lasting relationships to
share their discoveries and educate other
members of their family as to how good
relationships really work. (And what
kind of work it takes to keep a relationship "good.") After each member of the
family shares a story, he or she can then
make an offering of praise, whatever that
might be. This should all work very informally and with good humor and support. At the end of this time of sharing,
close with a favorite Christmas hymn
and the prayer, or fashion a spontaneous
prayer out of the stories and experiences
of the evening.

Prayer:
Dear Lord, help us to continue to
grow in the understanding of
your intention for our lives. Continue to guide us as a family in
the care and nurturing of each
other, that we might always provide a place among us for the
coming of the baby Jesus. Amen.

LATIN AMERICAN AND
CARIBBEAN YOUTH:

by Lucia Bruno
In less than 30 years, more than 300
million children will be living in
Latin America and the Caribbean.
Despite the fact that only a small
fraction of the world's population is
located in the region, UNICEF estirnates that half of the world's 100
million street children are situated
there. Development experts predict
that deteriorating economic conditions will rob these young people of
their childhood and condemn 105
million of them to a life of illiteracy
and abject poverty.
Skyrocketing inflation and unemployment, the result of massive
foreign debt, has taken a devastating toll on families throughout the
region. The numbers of single
women left to fend for themselves
and their children while their husbands search for work is enormous.
The catastrophic impact on health,
education, and other social services
has resulted in boys and girls being
cast into the streets to look for work
or some other means of survival.
10

The crisis is so severe that many
children become the sole providers
for their families. The few cents they
earn shining shoes, collecting
newspapers, or guarding parked
cars goes to feed the entire family.
Hungry and in despair, many
children dope themselves with
paint thinner, ether, gasoline and
cobbler's glue, or drown their
miseries in alcohol, to blot out cruel
memories and circup-\stances.
Others wait silently, secretly hoping
that some day their lives will be different. These youth represent an entire generation in danger. The
indifference of governments and the
adult world ensures that the number of children and adolescents at
risk will continue to grow. Consider
the following statistics:
• Today in Bolivia, one child dies
every 10 minutes from causes
that are within our means to correct. Infant malnutrition affects
80 percent of children in urban
areas. More than a million
children, primarily girls, do not
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attend school and face a future of
illiteracy.
• In Brazil, death squads, paid to
"clean" the streets, executed an
estimated 350 street children in
1989 with virtual impunity. More
than 60 percent of children live in
housing that is substandard, and
in neighborhoods where basic
sanitary conditions are absent.
• In the Dominican Republic,
children of cane cutters survive
in abysmal conditions-as many
as 10 people live in one small
room. Teenage pregnancy has
reached crisis proportions. An
estimated 60 percent of girls have
babies by the age of 15.
• Malnutrition in Guatemala
touches virtually every child in
the Altiplano---church workers
estimate that 90 percent of
children are affected.
Violence and War
Armed conflict and civil violence
have also had a tremendous impact
on children throughout the region.
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Civil conflict in Central America has
uprooted hundreds of thousands of
children from their homes. The horrors of war are permanently imprinted on these children, many of
whom have witnessed the murder
of family members or lost limbs
from land mines.
In Nicaragua, the Contra war has
claimed the lives of 3,000 children.
Nearly half that number have been
mutilated and nearly 15,000 have
been orphaned. The war has displaced 180,000children. Ecumenical
workers at the Antonio Valdivieso
Center, who are faced with the
monumental task of helping to reintegrate many of these children back
into society, looked to past efforts
for guidance. In the course of their
research, they found that these
children suffered states of psychosomatic alteration, acute anxiety,
learning disabilities, and disturbed
social behavior- many of the same
problems that afflicted victims of
the Nazi, Israeli and Palestinian
camps.
In Guatemala, where violent con-

flict between rebel forces and
government troops has scarred the
lives of millions, the past decade has
seen 200,000 chil dren orphaned.
Another 407,000 people were displaced when 440 towns were
destroyed during armed attacks by
the military in the Altiplano. Many
children have witnessed unbelievable atrocities, such as the execution
of their own parents or the rape of
sisters and mothers.
In the southern cone, the violence
during 16 years of dictatorship in
Chile has left a permanent imprint
on those who grew into adolesce·nce
during that time. Kidnapping and
unlawful seizure of children in Argentina and Uruguay persists
despite the installation of democratic governments. According to
the Grandmothers of the Plaza de
Mayo in Argentina, of the 363
known cases of kidnapping from
homes or jails during the dictatorship, only 45 children have been located. Of that number, only 22 have
been returned to their relatives and
lawful custodians.

A Global Crisis
The seriou•· impact that the debt
crisis has had on the well-being of
children in Latin America and the
Caribbea n is sy m pto ma tic of a
global crisis where priorities have
focused on weaponry and leveraged buyouts rather than on the
needs of children.
Every com er of the world is affected. Asia continues to be the area
where the majority of people living
in absolute poverty are located, ineluding some 40 percent o f all
young child ren throughout the
world who die each year. In Africa,
millions of children continue to suffer the effects of war and famine.
Ho wever, ch ild ren in the
developing world are not the only
ones affected by this crisis. In the

State of the World's Children 1990
report, UNICEF notes: "In both the
U.S. and the United Kingdom, 10
years of steady economic growth
has been accompanied by a doubling of homeless families. And
while the safety nets of social services have slowly frayed, the num-
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ber of children living in poverty in
the United States has risen by more
than three million (from 11 percent
of the child population in 1979 to
over 15 percent today). Approximately one third of Hispanic
Americans and one half of African
Americans are living below the accepted poverty line as are 40 percent
of the children of New York City,
the financial capital of the world."
Crisis Unites Three Councils in
Unprecedented Effort
Alarmed by the rapidly increasing
numbers of Latin American and
Caribbean children victi mized by
violence and poverty, ecumenical
workers and representatives from
three councils of churches joined in
Sao Paulo, Brazil from May 14-19,
1990. The u n prece dente d conference brought together the National Council of Churches in the
U.S. (NCC), the World Council of
Churches (WCC) and the Latin
American Co u ncil o f Churches
(CLAI) under the theme "Boys and
Girls: Victims of an Adul t Society."
Participants arrived an xious to
share information and strategies for
dealing with the m y r iad of
problems facin g th e reg ion 's
children. They dep a r ted with a
renewed commitment to shoulder
the responsibility of defending the
rights of children a nd to raise
awarene ss of church m e mbe rs
about the realities engulfing these
children.
Rev. Zeni de Lima Soares, a
M ethodist clergywoman w h o
works with street children in Sao
Bernardo do Campo, Brazil helped
coordinate the conference. ''We've
been working with these kids for a
long time," she said. ''We have to do
something now, because children
continue to be murdered . They continue to be exploited, and they continue to live without the most
minirnal necessities. These child ren
cannot wait any longer." For Zeni,
the conference was a positive "first
step." "For a long time," she said,
"we have been dreaming of integrating our work with other
ecumenical and church groups who
work with children."
An important aspect of the
gathering was the participation of
teenagers from Brazil and Peru who
had lived and worked in the streets.
Organizers say this was the first
time that children who are the object
12

of so many programs and projects
actually participated in shaping the
di scussion . Andrea, who represented Brazil' s National Movement
of Street Children, and Jaime Antonio from MANTHOC in Peru, related their experiences as victims of
police brutality and explained how
their organizations provide children with options and alternatives to
living in the street.
Elizabe th Calvin, the United
Methodist Executive Secretary who
overse es the United Methodist
GBGM World Division's Ministry
forWornenandChildren, expressed
her concern about the conditions
facing these children. She noted,
"The situation in Latin America and
the Caribbean is not an isolated condition. Africa and Asia are also afflicted with growing populations of
street children. Now is the time to
challenge our churches and others
to raise the consciousness of those
that have the power and authority
to choose to do something rather
than nothing."
Colleen Shannon, coordinator of
the Presbyterian Hunger Program,
represented Church World Service
at the consultation. "Often in the
churches we talk about listening to
the poor," she said." Atthis consultation, more than any other I have
participated in, we really did hear
the voices of the poor and the oppressed. With the street children
participating-telling the stories
about their lives and helping the
group shape the strategies for dealing with these issues-we really
have a message to the churches that
incorporates the poor and their call
to us to respond ."
OscarBolioli,directorof the NCC
office on Latin Arner·ca and the
Caribbean, noted that although
most of the groups who attended
the consultation d id not know each
other, there was a comrnoncomrnitrnent to issues facing children. "Our
next step is to establish an ongoing
network to help the churches better
address this enormous tragedy," he
said.
From the Caribbean, Rev. Edwin
Paraison, an Episcopal priest from
Haiti, described the problems of
Haitianrnigrantworkerswhowork
the sugar plantations in the
Dominican Republic. He explained
how the Haitian Pastoral Action
Program provides education, pastor al accompaniment and advocacy
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"Children continue
to be murdered.
They continue to
be exploited, and
they continue to live
without the most
minimal necessities."
Rev. Zeni de Lima
Soares

Fernando Sanchez Cobo
(right) described the
sordidness of the
underground adoption
network.

"Our next step is to
establish an ongoing
network to help the
churches better address
this enormous tragedy."
Oscar Bolioli (left)
Director, NCC
Latin America and the
Caribbean Office

Scenes (left and
above) from the
ecumenical conference
on "Boys and Girls:
Victims of an
Adult Society,"
held in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, last May.

to Haitian families who live and
work under very difficult conditions and often suffer human rights
abuses.
The group also heard Jose Lopes
da Silva, coordinator of the Caribbean Project for Justice and Peace,
tell how the mass media distorts the
childhood stage of dreams and fantasies by portraying a world of
violence and terror, death and
destruction. Lopes noted that "the
consultation set the basis for a more
coordinated response to the abuse
of children."
The sordidness of illegal adoptions, and the deceitful methods
used to tear children away from
their legal parents in Ecuador, was
related by Fernando Sanchez Cobo,
an Ecuadoran sociologi st w h o
works with Defense for Children International. He d escribed how networks of women pose as mothers,
and certain residences serve as
warehouses for children kept by
their captors waiting for clients
from the First World to make an
offer. Conference participants were
stunned to hear that 29 cents is paid
to actual kidnappers and as much as
$20,000 is paid to lawyers who succeed in selling children through illegal methods to people in the U.S.
and Europe. Sanchez Cobo calculated that some 200 illegal transactions of children take place each
year.
The group also heard about the
problem of sexual abuse in Ecuador.
Sanchez Cobo reported that the
majority of attacks are carried out by
relatives or friend s of the family,
leaving traumas which may be
manifested in adolescence and last a
lifetime. He noted that the majority
of abuses at an early age are against
boys rather than girls. Accord ing to
Sanchez Cobo, projections of figures
obtained in Ecuador indicate that
between 25 and 30 percent of the
children have suffered sexual abuse.
Estela Barnes de Carlotto, representative of the Grandmothers of
the Plaza de Mayo in Argentina,
touched everyone at the conference
when she related the horrific story
of how her daughter, handcuffed
and hooded, gave birth in a military
hospital during the military dictatorship in Argentina. Both her
daughter and grandchild remain
among the "disappeared" of Argentina. The conference "enabled us to
see the abuses of the rights of

children in Latin America," said Estela Barnes de Carlotto. "This type
of information puts pressure on the
churches to respond."
The Grandmothers, working in
conjunction with geneticists, have
created a national genetic data bank
in Argentina to assist them in locating the hundreds of children who
were kidnapped or born to mothers
in captivity d uring Argentina's
"dirty war." The pioneering work,
which was profiled on the PBS series
''Nova," has been called a ''bridge to
the future." According to Barnes,
the bank contains the blood of all
families who are searching for their
grandchildren. "If we don't find
them today," she said, "or tomorrow, and tomorrow we are no
longer here, this adolescent, this
man or woman or elderly person ... will be able to look for their
true family ... whatever remains of
it."
A permanent commission on behalf of the region's children is now
being planned, with one representati ve from South America,
Central America and the Caribbean,
and one representative from each of
the sponsoring councils. A full
report of the conference in English
and Spanish is available for $1.00
from the NCC Latip. America and
the Caribbean office, 475 Riverside
Drive, Room 622, New York, NY
10115. 0

Lucia Bruno is afree-lance writer who writes
frequently about Latin America. She also
edits the newsletter of the National Council
of Churches (NCC).
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And rea,

by Lucia Bruno

Brazil

The ecumenical consultation in Sao
Paulo was significant because it included the active participation of
teenagers who have lived and
worked in the streets. Andrea of
Brazil and Jaime Antonio of Peru,
both 14 years of age, are members of
organizations who work to meet the
needs of the growing number of
street children.
Andrea, the youngest of seven
children, became involved with the
Brazilian Street Children's Movement in 1988 in her home city of
Recife.
Within the organization, children
and adolescents are integral to the
decision-making process. According to Andrea, there are chapters in
22 of the 27 Brazilian states: "The
educators meet once a month on
Tuesdays in all the states, with all
the people who work in the whole
state. The kids also go along. We
have our separate meetings, but we
also have the participation of the
other group."
Andrea feels that the movement
is making a real difference in
children's lives. "Before I was just
sort of thrown out in the street and
I didn't have anyone to talk to," she
remembers.
Jaime Antonio is a member of the
National Street Children's Movement in Lima, where 14 groups
operate in different neighborhoods.
National meetings include chapters
from 12 provinces.
He began working at age 11, collecting tickets on the bus. At night
he would get together with his
friends.
"I had a whole group of friends
in the street and we would gamble,"
he says. "At the same time, I noticed
this group of kids that would meet
at the nun's house. We were gambling near her house once and she
said you can come in here and play,
but you can't gamble. There are
other games."
Jaime Antonio was interested in
what the nun had to say: "She explained about different kinds of addictions. About drugs and stuff.
Included in that was gambling." She
also explained about the movement,
about being a delegate to the meetings in Lima where all the groups
were meeting. "When I became a
delegate, I became more interested
in the political and economic situa-

Jaime Antonio,
Peru

tion of the country," says Jaime.
"About the whole situation in the
country, the political, the economic,
and so on."
.
Jaime sees "work" in his future:
"A lot of people say t}lat kids
shouldn't work, but I don't believe
that. Kids should work because
otherwise when they get to be
adults they don't know how to do
anything, and they are dependent
on their parents. Work will make
them more responsible as adults.
Our movement has three acti vi ties-education, evangeliza ti on
and organization. The idea is that
we should have enough education,
so that when we are adults we can
be professionals. We'll have jobs.
We'll have trades."
Both teens have been victimized
by police violence. In Brazil, where
more than 350 children were killed
by mercenary death squads in 1989,
police are viewed with great fear,
and threats are taken very seriously.
Says Andrea: "One day the police
picked up me and three other girls,
and took us to the woods and tried
to rape us. They left us fainting on
the ground. We wanted to fight
back. But I knew that if I reacted, I
would lose my life."
Andrea speaks with dread about
another boy who was under the
threat of the death squads. "The
police picked him up and courts
placed him to work with the state
water company (where he worked
for free)," she recalls, "and one day
when he was leaving work, the
death squad picked him up, took
him away in a car. They killed him
with seven shots and also burned
him with a hot iron. His whole head
was burned up."
As a street vendor in Lima, where
inflation has exceeded any imaginable scale, Jaime Antonio isconstantly on the watch for police.
"They have their sticks, and use
them to beat us," he says. "They
have beaten me five times, twice
enough to make me cry. We have to
hide; otherwise we wouldn't be able
to sell at all."
Participation in the Street
Children's Movement has probably
saved the lives of both Jaime and
Andrea, and provided them with
some hope for the future. "I cried a
lot when I lived in the street," said
Andrea. ''Now I live with more joy.
But I don't ever want to forget that I
was a street girl."

~(

Maria Ines
Simeone,
Seminarian,
Port Algerre, Brazil

by Lucia Bruno
Maria Ines Simeone rails at society's
capacity to abuse it' s children. ''We
call ourselves Christians, but we
don' t act like Christians," she maintains.
A seminarian at the John Wesley
Seminary in Porto Alegre, Brazil,
Simeone has several years experience working with street children, both in her native Uruguay and
in southern Brazil. She currently
coordinates the Methodist Ministry
for Children and Family in Porto
Alegre, Brazil. The ministry
operates 30 programs which serve
more than 2,900 children of all ages,
including teenagers.
Simeone insists on a warm and
inviting atmosphere within the
churches that house the various
programs. "It is important that the
kids are told that they are not just
visitors-but an integral part of the
church," she says.
Programs range from pre-kindergarten to specialized efforts targeting the growing number of children
who live and work on the streets.
Simeone admits the work is sometimes frustrating: "Many times the
kids start out in church programs
but disappear because they need to
go to work."
Simeone began her theological
study in 1988. "Theology has many
of the answers to questions about
what is going on in the world and in
Latin America," she testifies. "Jesus
left us a legacy that compels us to
live up to a certain standard. He
demo n s trated to us what the
Kingdom should be, and gave us the
means to accomplish this goal. This
is, for me, what it means to be a
Christian."
For Simeone the job of pastor is
complex and all-encompassing. '1t
is the job of pastors to enlighten
people and help them to understand
that they must act. Because our
needs are enormous our work is so
important," she says. "The welfare
of the family, and children is the
principle objective of our work."
One project at the Wesley
Methodist Church in Porto Algere
teaches street kids woodworking
skills. The carpentry shop is staffed
with teachers who teach their craft
to the teenagers and help them to
market and sell what they produce.
Another program aimed at street
children is La Methodista, which

concentrates on providing a communal atmosphere for children
placed with foster families in 10 different homes. The program
provides training in farming, carpentry and printing. Within a warm
and supportive family atmosphere,
the children also attend school and
develop social skills.
According to Simeone, the
Brazilian economic crisis has
catapulted child prostitution to
epidemic proportions. She explains,
''We are attempting to address the
probl.e m with two programs aimed
at girls from the outskirts of Pot to
Alegre who we think are likely to
end up involved in the sex trade if
we don't reach them in time."
''We work with them to show
them that they are people who
deserve love and care," continues
Simeone. ''We let them know that
there are a lot of things they can do
and do very well."
Simeone believes deeply in the
potential of these young people.
"Some girls have the potential to
study at the university level," she
says. But the program lacks adequate role models, Simeone observes, saying, ''We have to do more
to get educated people to work with
these girls."
Simeone a ckn owledges that
financial constraints are a constant
source of frustration. "The most difficult thing is being able to pay the·
staff," she concedes. Like all committed activities with few resources,
Simeone and her co-workers have
developed alternative strategies
aimed at hurdling existing
obstacles. ''We are trying to build a
team of local volunteers and encourage people from the community to help," she says.
The young seminarian's passion
for her work is evident when she
talks about involving the community. "Getting additional financial resources doesn' t really change
things," says Simeone. ''We have to
get people's attention; let them
know what is going on; create a consciousness. We have to find a way to
reach people."
Simeone is hopefu l that the
church will respond to the needs of
children in a more coordinated
fashion . "It seems to me that the
church leadership is very aware of
what needs to be done," she notes.
"It' s the church membership that
needs to commit itself."
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by Linda Bloom
embers of the literacy
project staff at Moore
Community House in
Biloxi, MS, decided
that they had to make
a better effort to find
and tutor adult nonreaders.
Discarding a more traditional
program, staff and vo lunteers
developed a curriculum based on
the interests of students from the
surrounding low-income neighborhood, which has an ethnic mix of
whites, blacks and Vietnamese.
Guidance and training came from
the Literacy Volunteers of America
and Literacy South, based in
Raleigh, NC. In addition, the staff
at the United Methodist-related
Moore Community House became
far more involved in the cornrnunity.
''We discovered that to recruit
students required a lot of developing of relationships," said executive
director Carol Burnett. "There has to
be a lot of trust in place for adults to
come to a program and say, 'yes, I'm
an adult nonreader.'"
The Moore Community House
project is but one of many examples
of United Methodist in vol vernent in
16

literacy over the years. It received a
$2,500 grant this year as part of the
United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries' (GBGM) observance of
the United Nations International
Literacy Year. One of the goals for
the Moore House "Literacy Volunteers of Biloxi" is to incorporate the
students' life experiences and skills
into the reading program. "Literacy
is a very important tool for people's
empowerment," Ms. Burnett insisted. "It's positive for us to recognize and affirm what the students
bring as we try to work with them."
A literacy class at a local housing
project, for example, will have both
a group goal and individual lessons,
according to Ms. Burnett. For example, a grandmother might be interested in children's literature,
while other adults might read
materials on tenant's rights in
public housing.
The program's director and the
recruiter of students are women of
color from the neighborhood .
About 100 students and 75 tutors
participate annually, with funding
from federal and state sources,
foundation grants, and local contribu tions.
This past year has marked the
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start of a 10-year action plan by the
United Nations to bring all people
to full literacy by the year 2000.
It's a tough goal. Current estirnates by the United Nations
Educational Scientific and Cultural
Organization, (UNESCO) are that
one billion people still will not be
able to read and write by the end of
the century, despite the fact that the
overall literacy rate rose from 55.7 to
72.3 percent between 1950 and 1985.
The fact that more than 100 million children of primary school age
in developing nations were not enrolled in school in 1985 is of crucial
importance. If that situation is not
corrected, those children will become the adult illiterates of the futu re.
Women form the majority of the
world's adults who cannot read and
write. Globally, their illiteracy rate
is 34.9 percent, compared to 20.S
percent for men. Nearly all of these
women live in developing nations
where the illiteracy discrepancy between the sexes is even higher-48.9
percent for women and 27.9 percent
for men.
The highest rate of illiteracy is in
Africa, where 54 percent of the
population cannot read, followed
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"There has to be a
lot of trust in place
for adults to come to
a program and say,
'yes, I'm an adult
non reader.'"
Carol Burnett

by 36 percent in Asia and 17 percent
in Latin America. Even in highly industrialized countries, such as the
United States, at least 10 percent of
the population are "functional illiterates," meaning they have inadequate reading and writing skills for
functioning in their society.
he General Board of
Global Ministries has
adopted UNESCO' s
Right to Learn Declaration, which reads: "The
right to learn is a fundamental human right
whose legitimacy is
universal; the right to learn cannot
be confined to one sector of
humanity; it must not be the exclusive privilege of men, or of the
industrialized countries, or the
wealthy classes, or those young
people fortunate enough to receive
schooling."
Churches have long been involved in literacy-related work. A
recent survey of 100 programs, conducted by the Churches and
Literacy Project of the National
Council of Churches (NCC),
showed that:
• Two-thirds of the programs surveyed were started by churches
or persons identified as church
people;
• 89 used church space and 82 had
church-recruited volunteer
tutors;
• 58 received church help in
recruiting students and 52
received some sort of church
funding;
• 11 churches ran the literacy
programs themselves.
The survey also found that literacy
program directors wanted more
regular funding, more recruitment,

and more promotion and publicity
assistance from churches.
The Women's Division sponsored the resolution calling for the
GBGM's commitment to the U.N.
Literacy Year and has disseminated
information on literacy in various
ways.
As part of its commitment, a
board-wide Task Force on Literacy
was established to implement the
action plan "and to coordinate our
work," according to chairwoman
Esther Madriz. "This is why we invited the National Council of
Churches to participate. We share
information; we share resources."
Margaret Shafer, director of the
NCC's Churches and Literacy
Project, is grateful to be a part of the
task force. "I can direct a lot of requests and concerns that come to me
to the Methodists," she said. "The
needs in literacy are not denominationally limited."
The task force was responsible
for dispensing $35,000 this year for
various literacy projects. Among the
allocations were $2,500 to the NCC' s
Working Group on Literacy and
$2,500 to the NCC's Global Adult
Education Networking.

At the GBGM's October annual
meeting, the task force recommended that its work continue for
another year-through Fall, 1991a n d that $40,000 in Program
Development Funds be granted for
both national and international
literacy work. Task force members
also proposed to write a resolution
on literacy for the 1992 General Conference.
The National Division of the
GBGM is a member of the NCC
Working Group on Literacy and is
participating in the group's project
to research current church involvement in literacy; develop educational programs and resources for use in
church settings; identify and articulate issues in the literacy movement;
nurture literacy leaders and use the
church's public voice to advocate
for literacy.
n addition to promoting literacy issues
among local churches
and annual conferences, the Division has
been paying attention
to literacy projects at
• • • its related institutions,
such as Moore Community House.
17
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This past year has
marked the start of a
10-year action plan
by the United Nations to bring all
peopleto full literacy
by the year 2000.

In fact, it was a young man serving as a US-2 there who helped
launch the Moore House project, according to Ms. Burnett.
"His interest came along at a time
when literacy was something that
some people in Mississippi were
beginning to pay attention to as a
serious need," she explained. In
Harrison County, where Moore
House is located, only half the
women of color graduate from high
school.
he United Methodistrelated Tacoma (WA)
Community House
served 686 clients
during 1989 through
its Adult Literacy
Project' s three staff
members, 35 workstudy students and 200 volunteers.
The program, started in 1986, now
has a budget of more than $100,000,
from state funds, community
development block grants and
private foundations.
Again, the emphasis is on specific
goals based on the needs of people
"who have failed traditional schools
and methods," according to Debbie
Reck, project manager. "If you
return to those methods and that
kind of environment, you lose
people."
Some parts of the project are
tailored for specific groups. A
literacy employment action program focuses on skills needed to obtain a job, while Project Even Start
works with illiterate parents of preschool children, in a attempt to ease
fears of the educational system.
TheGBGM's World Division and
United Methodist Committee on
Relief have had longtime involvement in literacy-related projects
around the world . Among the new
18

projects presented to World
Division directors for approval at
the same October annual meeting
were literacy programs in Africa
and the Philippines.
A $5,000 request was made for
the African Association for Literacy
and Adult Education, to help
strengthen national literacy networks and develop post-literacy
programs. A similar request was
made to help the United Methodist
Church in the Philippines launch a
comprehensive literacy evangelism
program in the Central Luzon area.
Individual United Methodists
also have been involved in literacy.
Through her job at the Columbus
(OH) Dispatch,JanetFenholtgotthe
idea of using the daily newspapers
to teach reading and writing along
with survival skills. "Instead of
teaching words like baby, ball and
cat, we are teaching words like
store, coupon and job," she said.
Her "Ready to Read" literacy
program is now being used in 30
states, according to Ms. Fenhol t, and
she credits the support of her
church, North Broad way United
Methodist, in getting it launched.
She said the program has been
successful with the hardest-to-reach
nonreaders-welfare recipients, the
homeless, and prison inmates. ''We
claimed it will take people from zero
to a fourth-grade (reading) level,"
she added, ''but we are finding it
does better than that."
The NCC formally celebrated the
International Literacy Year on September 13, 1990, in New York. Three
individual leaders in the fight for
literacy were honored: Samuel
Habib of Cairo, Egypt; Martha Lane
of Santa Barbara, CA, an adult
literacy consultant who recently became a United Methodist; and Mary
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Buehler, director of a literacy program at Fremont Presbyterian
Church in Sacramento, CA.
With that program, the NCC inaugurated a "church honor roll" of
literacy volunteers, according to
Margaret Shafer. Persons nominated by their churches will receive
a certificate. D
~-------------~

The General Board of Global Ministries' work in Latin
America is supported through World Service dollars and
the United Methodist Women's Pledge to Mission.
Literacy programs and ministries to street children may
be supported by giving through Advance Specials or by
Supplementary Giving through United Methodist
Women.
Projects serving the street children of Brazil, with their
Advance Special designated giving numbers are:
Assistance to Minors
009198·3 RA

Sao Paulo Str11t Children
714808-6

Overseas literacy programs are listed below with their
Advance Special designated giving numbers.
Ltt Lit Ad uh Education
(Nigeria) 158600-2

General and Adult Education
~ndia) 006181-6 RA

Nepal Functional Lheracy
(Nepa~ 229500-8

Aduh Uteracy Project
(Myanmar)
011180-8 BO(lorequipment)
010366-1 FT (for printing)

Functional Adult Literacy
(Egypt) 609389-4
Ltteracy Program
(Liberia) 00570M RA

Technical Services Associ•
ti on
Aduh Literacy
(Pakistan) 010461.., RA

Adult Uteracy Program
(Sl1rra l.eon1)
011031-4 RA

Tobalndlan LitlracyProgram
(Argentina) 005910-6 RA

L __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ ,

Linda Bloom is director of UMCom's New
York office of United Methodist News Service, with special responsibility for global
concerns.
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by Brenda L. Webber
It is the dead of winter now, and the

Christmas season is here. But think
back to a slightly warmer time:
April, and the cherry blossoms are
popping out all over official
Washington, D.C. The weather is
fickle-snow flurries, sunshine,
light spring rains, more sunshine,
and then heavy winds. While nature grapples with the ambiguities
of the season, the City of
Washington (and our nation's capital) is trying to rectify some uncertainties of its own: crime, drugs,
costly human services and major
budget cuts.
In a large, impressive comer office of City Hall, known locally as
the District Building Downtown,
Carol B. Thompson reviews the
city's budget presentation for congressional scrutiny and prepares
herself for a barrage of tough questions. It is to be a test of her mettle.
This city of marble and granite,
the home of Congress, the Supreme
Court and the President, is the hub
of officialdom in the United States.
The District of Columbia is also
home to 622,000 residents and Ms.
Thompson, a life-long United
Methodist, is one of its highest ranking local officials. She is city administrator and deputy mayor for
operations.
She is also a member of United
Methodist Women (UMW), and she
is as positive and affirmed in her
church commitments as her professional duties. "It sustains me," she
says of her religious faith. "It just
helps me to be OK with myself and
tO get through every day of the
week."
On that April morning, the
newspapers carried a lengthy story

In our nation's
capital, United
Methodist witness
resounds through
the voice and
commitment of a
deputy mayor. Her
name is Carol
Thompson, and
she is a model of
faith in action.

· . ·. ·: .· ·
Washington, D.C. city administrator and
deputymayorforoperationsCarol
Thompson (seated above).

and picture of Ms. Thompson in a
face-off with Washington media
over the city's finances. In her quiet
voice and unassuming manner, she
had met their challenging questions
head-on and answered them unflinchingly.
That should not be surprising,
however, since Ms. Thompson has
risen through the ranks to the number two spot in government during
her twelve-year stint. She has a
master's degree in public administration from New York
University's Wagner School of
Public Administration and attended
the senior executives in state and
local government program at Harvard University's Kennedy School
of Government.
Ms. Thompson instructs her staff,
receives appointments and performs her du ties, all with a
demeanor that says without question that she is very much in charge.
While her workdays are filled with
papers, meetings, decisions, and the
political and financial woes of
Washington, DC, she has a firm base
from which she operates and which
maintains her equilibrium. Much
like the General Board of Global
Ministries (GBGM), Ms. Thompson
has a mission statement which
defines her "ministry."
''We talk about mission (because)
we feel that public service is more
than just a job," she says. ''We use
these terms very specifically to
make a profound difference."
"We have looked at our
governmental organizations and we
have developed mission statements," she continues. ''We have a
quality statement built around
government and we have defined
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Witnessing at a
Washington, D.C.
saving station.

ourselves in term s of family
groups-in the context of being a
quality organization."
The mission statement for her office reads in part: "Our mission is to
provide quality programs in health,
welfare, public safety, public works,
leisure and other essential services."
And, as the GBGM works in
partnershi p
with
United
Methodists in the United States and
throughout the world , Ms.
Thompson and her staff work "in
partnership with District (of Columbia) residents."
Her actions and her conversation
depict a young woman who is comfortable with herself and the enormous power she wields in
metropolitan Washington. She
would like to see her power and
influence effect positive change in
her hometown-the kind of change
that can be seen in the lives of the
people who live there. That explains her personal interest in historic preservation and the
professional role she plays as the
District's historic preservation officer. She is very pleased to see that
churches are now becoming involved in the revitalization of their
surrounding neighborhoods.
Another area of particular interest to her is illegal drugs and substance abuse. For Washington
insiders, powerbrokers, and the
middle class, drugs, especially crack
cocaine, is no longer a subject for
intellectual discussion-it is a deadly reality. "The problem has become
widespread enough that people
can't ignore it; it is forcing them to
deal with it," Ms. Thompson observes. "The work force is seeing the
manifestation of drugs. It is no
20

longer 'somebody else's problem,'
it's now everybody's problem."
In partial response, Ms.
Thompson has opened lines of communication with United Methodist
Bishop Felton E. May, who is in the
District to conduct the special
Bishops' Initiative on Drugs .
Bishop May is working with 14
Washington-area United Methodist
churches in a pilot project that incorporates prayer meetings, summer
Bible stud y for children, and drug
deliverance groups. These 14 churches will serve as a prototype for
o ther congregations as the
denomination expands its efforts
against substance abuse nationwide.
"I just have to commend Bishop
May for his sensitivity and the way
he has come and worked here," Ms.
Thompson says. She is finding that
church leaders are coming to
government to ask: "How can my
church group become involved?"
(The city government already has a
minister on staff who serves as a
liaison between the administration
and the religious community in
Washington.) ''We are willing to be
full participants, whatever the appropriate role and mix are between
the church and government," Ms.
Thompson promises.
In a speech before the Church Association for Community Services
last April, Ms. Thompson addressed
the issue of drug abuse and drug-related violence in the capital and the
nation by insisting:
There is just so much that
government can do. There are
just so many resources that
government can bring to bear
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At left, deputy mayor Carol
Thompson in conference.
Below, youth activities in the
summer tent ministry at A.P.
Shaw United Methodist
Church, Washington, D.C.
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Saving station at A.P. Shaw United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C.

to manage or eradicate the
problem. Government cannot
be all things to fix the myriad
of problems in our society. We
h a ve to go back to basics:
government leadership, citizen
action, with religious and business support.
Bish op May is w o rking in
Washington by special appointmentof the United MethodistCouncil of Bishops. When the Bishops'
Initiative b egan o ff ici ally last
January, a special covenanting service was held at Asbury United
Methodist Church in downtown
Washin g ton, Ms. Th o mp so n' s
home church.
Carol Thompson grew up in Asbury church and still worships there
with her parents, Alexander and
Andrewlette Thompson. Far from
being an occasiona l churchgoer
who pays lip service to "a higher
power," Ms. Thompson is very
22

direct in testifying that her Christian
faith is what guides her life. She is
the oldest of six children "and the
only one who goes to church all the
time," she said laughingly.
At Smith College, where she
earned her bachelor's degree in
government, Ms. Thompson did
what most college students tend not
to do once they leave home: she
went to chapel. Soon the youngundergraduate had developed a
relationship with the college
chaplain, even though worship services at Smith were far different
from the slightly more spirited,
"amen" worship of Asbury's black
congrega tion.
The Thompson family roots are
burrowed deep in Asbury church,
which is the foundation of an old
church-family tree. Ms. Thompson
remembers the days when her
grandparents were members of the
Asbury congregation. "My grandfather u sed to round up all the
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children and take them to church,"
she recalls. "I have a very strong
Christian base and my church has
been a strong network of support
for me."
For more than 12 years, Ms.
Thompson has worked in one
capacity or another in support of the
mission programs of United
Methodist Women. There have
been occasions when the Thompson
mother-daughter team co-chaired
mission efforts of their local UMW
unit.
"I like the fellowship of other
women and I like the activit ·es we're
involved in on the national and local
level," she says. Asbury United
Methodist Women have a special
interest in working with homeless
children in the District of Columbia,
keeping a well-stocked food pantry
to aid poor and homeless families.
Older Asbury members who
once taught and chastised a giggly,
freckled, young Carol, now openly
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The United
Methodist
Church in
Mission

This colorful map
is a great teaching
device. It shows
the areas where
Methodism is active around the
world and the kinds of mission work going on in each nation.
Statistics show the growth in world Methodism. (36" x 24'1
Order by stock #3359; $3.00. •

Missionaries of
The United
Methodist
Church Through
the Camera's Eye

An attractive, 160
page book full of
black and white
photos, organized
thematically toillustrate the
courageous heroes
and heroines of
the church. Almost
a centwy of mission work is documented pictorially. Order by
stock #1381; $10.oo.•
The 1991 Prayer Calendar
'The most up-to-date and com-

plete listing of United Methodist
persons in mission and mission
projects. Contains names, addresses, birthdays and
programs of all United Methodist
persons in mission. Also contains maps, excerpts from missionary letters, Bible readings
and prayers. Order by stock
#1257; $5.oo.•
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This Christmas, let the gifts you choose
reflect those values you care deeply
about. Learn about The United MethodiSt
Church in Mission through the colorful,
large wall map, or lift up the workers of
the church infar-ojflands in daily prayer
with the aid of the 1991 Prayer Calendar.
Each gift mentioned here will increase
your awareness ofthe church in mission,
and enrich your life and the lives of
others, throughout the year in special
ways.
New World Outlook

'The official mission magazine of'The
United Methodist Church. In its 6 issues
per year, it gives you useful information
for planning mission programs, including
Bible studies, in-depth articles about mission projects and persons in mission,
and award-winning photos and posters
that can be mounted for your church or
home. Orderfrom: Magazine Circulation Department, Service Center,
GBGM, The United Methodist Church,
7820 Reading Road, Caller No. 1800,
Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800.

All the materials Us ted on this
page may be ordered.from:
Serufce Center, General
Board of Global Ministries,
7820 Reading Road. Caller
No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH
45222-1800.

•Add postage and hand.Ung
for total order:
$10 or less, add $1 .50; $10.01$25, add 1596; $25.01 -$50, add
1<YJ6; over $50, add 596.
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Rev. Bernard Keels, pastor of Washington, D. C.'s A.P. Shaw United Methodist Church, spet;ks with Rev. William and Elizabeth
Hughes, a short-terin-volunteer-in-mission couple from San Antonio, Texas, who served in the saving station ministry during August.

admire and dote on a grown-up and
quite successful Ms. Thompsonfreckles and all. Of course, her Asbury fan club is led by Alexander
Thompson, Carol's father. He joins
others who applaud her for the
numerous awards and recognition
she has received, such as the United
Negro College Fund Distinguished
Leadership Award in 1989; the New
York University Wagner School of
Public Administration Distinguished Alumni Award for 1987-88;
and the American Society of Public
Administration, Area Chapter,
President's Award in 1988.
Ms. Thompson's media listings
are many and include the
Washington Post, Washington Times,
Dollar and Sense magazine, as well as
Washington local radio and
television shows . She joined

Washington government in 1979 as
a special assistant to the director of
the 'Department of Housing and
Community Development. Two
years later she became special assistant for regulatory affairs in the Office of the City Administrator and
acting director of the former Department of Licenses, Investigations and
Inspections. Her rise in government
continued, and in 1983 she was
named director of the Department
of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. She was deputy mayor for
economic development and chief of
staff for the mayor before taking
over as city administrator in 1988. D
Brenda L. Webber, formerly Interpretive
Services f?i~ed.or for the General Board of
Global Ministries, IS now News Director for
the American Bible Society.

To fight the war on drugs, the
District government has established a comprehensive initiative that includes 17 District
government agencies and appointed an anti-drug czar to
coordinate our efforts. The
theme around which our efforts revolve is the church, the
school, the community and the
government, working in unity
for a crime-free society. I look
forward to the 90s and hope
that you share my enthusiasm
and faith that there will be
bright tomorrows for all of us.
Carol B. Thompson, speech
before the Church Association
for Community Services,
Washington , DC,
April 5, 1990
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An Advent Meditation

What do we expect?
by James R. McGraw

he British author and
transplanted New
Yorker Quentin Crisp
once wrote about the
folly of city yuletide
enthusiasts whose
seasonal sentiments
and expectations were
targeted toward the weather: "No
New Yorker in his right mind (except Irving Berlin) dreams of a white
Christmas. Within an hour of a real
snowstorm, the much admired
whiteness has inevitably become a
dim gray. Within a day, the world
will have been made fit for
motorists to drive in, but
pedestrians will find it impossible to
cross from one side to the other of
any street in the city unless they are for and expecting it. In the gospel
equipped with mountaineering lesson for the same Sunday in Year
gear."
C, Luke says, "(T)he people were in
But even an apprehensive cur- expectation, and all ... questioned in
mudgeonisnotcompletelyimmune their hearts concerning John,
to the anticipatory pull of whether perhaps he were the
Christmas, and Quentin Crisp ad- Christ." (Luke 3:15)
mitted, "(l)f there are only a few
Less than a hundred years before
well-placed snowflakes, I find it (in 63 B.C.), the ruling dynasty of
possible to enjoy the seen . It looks priest-kings had fallen, and the land
best at dusk when the shop win- of Israel had been incorporated into
dows are orange and the sky glows the Roman empire. From that time
violet and the leafless trees blossom on, the people of Israel lived within
with electric buds. Then, for a mo- .the boundaries of anticipation and
ment, one can believe, if not in apprehension.
universal peace and goodwill, at
Apprehension was born of the
least in a temporary suspension of fears and suspicions which plague
hostilities."
all people who feel manipulated
A similar mixture of anticipation and victimized, and they ask: what
and apprehension, expectation and will the power-wielders do next?
misgiving, is suggested in the Year
It is a question which tantalizes
B gospel lesson for the third Sunday the homeless and the beleaguered
in Advent. (John 1: 6-8, 19-28) peopleinthenation'sslums,ghettos
"There was a man," says the gospel and barrios, as White House and
writer, "sent from God, whose name congressional representatives sit
was John." This man of God had a across the table to negotiate budget
special mission: to bear witness to terms: what further pounds of flesh
the light already shining in the will be sliced from our meager lives
to reduce the budget deficit?
midst of the world's darkness.
Not only were many people
It is a question which haunts the
ready to receive John's witness and livesof soldiersstationedapprehenmessage, they also were hungering sively in the sands of the Middle

Advent can be a
time of distracting
diversion or divine
discernment. It
depends upon how
and who we
anticipate.
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East, American captives held as
"human shields" in Iraq, Palestinian
refugees in occupied territories, or
common citizens of war-tom and
debt-ridden developing nations:
how will military, economic or
political decisions of the United
States government determine our
destiny?
It was a question ever-present in
the anxious minds of those to whom
John preached: what are the bloodhounds of Herod and Rome up to
now?
But apprehension also produced
fervent anticipation and expectation; an expectation born of the
promises contained in the Word of
God. It was an expectation which
looked eagerly, even desperately,
for signs and evidence that the Last
Days had come, and God's promises
were about to be fulfilled. The
promised Messiah, the Savior,
would come forth from the house
and lineage of David.
With the Roman occupiers nipping at their heels and the promises
of God burning in their hearts, the
people of Israel were ready for
John's appearance and ripe for his
ministry. But the religious rulers in
Jerusalem were suspicious. So they
dispatched a "Messiah-gate" investigating committee to interrogate
John, comprised of priests, Levites
and Pharisees.
Anticipating Senator Howard
Baker's famous Watergate question,
the Messiah-gate committee asked,
"What do you know, and how do
you know it?" Or to put it another
way, "Who are you and what do
you expect?"
John didn' t try to cover up anything, nor did he have private counsel whispering answers in his ear
(unlike latter-day witnesses who
appear before such committees).
The gospel writer says John "confessed and did not deny," saying (in
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effect), "I'm not the Christ, if that's
what you're getting at."
Committee members began zeroing in on the witness. The counsel
for the Levites said, ''Now, Mr. Baptist, I think you should be able to
answer this question with a simple
yes or no. Are you Elijah?"
''No."
Another priest interjected, "Mr.
Baptis~, may I remind you of the
serious responsibility with which
this committee has been charged;
and that is to get the answers to
some questions that have been troubling the Jewish people, and to
make an official report. So I ask you
once again, and we would appreciate a straightforward answer,
who are you?"
John answered, '1'm just a herald
anticipating and pointing toward
the One who comes after me, whose
sandal I'm not even worthy to untie.
If you're looking for a Scripture reference to decide who I am, the
words of the prophet Isaiah will do
quite nicely, 'A voice cries: In the
wilderness prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.' The One
you're really looking for is already
here, but you don't recognize him."
The grilling of John reoccurs each
year as the world braces itself for the
arrival of Christmas-making plans
to exploit, ignore or celebrate the
. day. Each year the questions are
readdressed: ''Who are you?" and
''What do you expect?" The answer
to the first question contains the
answer to the second.
If the answer to the first question
is an admission that we are just one
of the multitudes caught once again
in the annual frenzy and fantasy of
the Christmas season, it is already
clear what we can expect.
We can expect that mixture of joy
and sadness which uplifts and
suspends us for a brief spell in the

Christmas whirl, only to come
crashing down once again when the
season has ended.
If we are among the poorest
members of the Christmas crowd,
we can expect to be assaulted by
advertisements cruelly taunting
and reminding us of our condition,
and daring us to desire what we
know we cannot have.
If we are among the faceless
members of the crowd-friendless,
forgotten, and alone-separated
from any particular unit of the
human family to which we feel w'e
belong, we can expect an intensifying of the pain of loneliness and
deepening depression.
But suppose we answer the first
question not as members of the
Christmas crowd but rather a~ selfconscious children of God and
sisters and brothers in Christ? Suppose we stand with John in pointing
toward the One who has come and
whom we believe will come again?
Then also we know what to expect. We can expect light to shine
even in the midst of the world's
darkness. We can expect every sight
and sound of the season-to palpitate
with prophecy and throb with anticipation and expectation.
Christmas shopping becomes a
lesson rather than a chore. Gifts purchased and wrapped to perfection,
with splendid trappings which will
be discarded as soon as the gifts are
opened by their receivers, will relay
the message to us, "The grass
withers, the flower fades; but the
Word of God will stand forever."
Traffic jams on streets and highways, sidewalks clogged with passing pedestrians, the permanently
homeless, street peddlers and Salvation Army Santas will echo with anticipatory prophecy, "The uneven
ground shall become level and the
rough places a plain. And the glory
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all

flesh shall see it together, for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken."
Flashing Christmas lights imitating the on and off illuminations of
exploding bombs and gunfire in
Kuwait, Liberia, South Africa, or the
crime-ridden streets of America,
brilliant decorations providing a
temporary, distracting, seasonal
overlay to deep divisions between
the haves and the have-nots, repetitive rounds of Christmas music orchestrating the season from every
shop, store and mall to muffle the
cries of human pain, sorrow and distress will echo the expectant strain,
"Comfort, comfort my people, says
your God . Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is
pardoned."
Then the season will be a special
occasion for expectant mission witness. We join the Christmas crowd
not as one of the herd but as one of
the heralds. In the wilderness of
commercial distraction and unfocused frenzy, in the desert wasteland of human hostility, rejection
and despair, we shall be heralds
proclaiming, "Prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight a highway
for our God."
We shall 1,>e mission witnesses
who point, show and tell; missionary voices in the crowd heralding,
"The One for whom this season is
adorned, arrayed and named is already here. He stands among you,
but you do not recognize him." 0

James R. McGraw is consulting editor of
New World Outlook and pastor of the
Lexington Un ited Methodist Church in
New York City.
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REVERSE
REVISITED
by Raymond K. DeHainaut
After my first furlough as a missionary in Latin America, I wrote an article describing the difficulties my
wife and I had in adjusting back to
North American church culture
("Culture Shock In Re verse,"
WORLD OUTLOOK May, 1969).
The article began:
"Mission boards spend a lot of
money and effort on orientation
programs designed to prepare new
missionaries so that they will be able
to survive the traumas of adjusting
to other cultures. However, very little has been done to pr:epare missionaries for the shock that they will
receive upon returning to their own
society after several years of
absence."
The statement is still relevant to
the experience of many returning
missionaries and volunteers in mission, especially those who have
been living in situations where the
suffering poor have been struggling
to free themselves from oppression,
and where churches are vitally involved in this liberating struggle.
As I wrote in my earlier article,
"Those who take advantage of the
opportunity to serve the churches
and the people of (a developing)
country gain a great deal in the way
of personal enrichment and insight
into the way some Christians" are
engaged in mission in the midst of
poverty and oppression. Such fulltime or short-term missionaries are
given the opportunity to see a truly
liberating mission which will often
lead serious Christians into political
(as well as charitable and evangelistic) activities. Yet, these kinds of opportunities "can be a source of
alienation for the missionary who
upon returning home attempts to
share a newly acquired perspective
30

with a society that is not willing to
listen."
Back in the late 1960s and early
1970s, the people in the churches we
visited were geared up to hear a
typical "missionary talk." I could
sense that they were turning me off
when the discussion turned to the
difficult political and economic
situation in Latin America, or raised
critical questions about the exploi tative practices of multinational corporations, or U.S. government
support given to oppressive
military dictatorships in Central
and Sou th America.
The pastor of a church with more
than 2,000 members, who was hosting a district mission saturation
event, buttonholed me after my first
presentation and requested that I
not even mention the term '1iberation theology" in his church again,
or anywhere in the district, because
this was tantamount to waving a red
flag and saying "communism" in
that part of the country.
Changing Times and Attitudes
Having recently completed more
than a year of itineration to over 100
local churches and mission saturation events, I am happy to report
that my wife and I have been
pleasantly surprised to encounter a
much more positive and receptive
attitude toward present-day mission realities. We found that church
people-in the South as well as the
North-were more open to linking
peace and justice issues with a concern for church growth and evangelism. People everywhere seemed
to be better informed about the social, economic and political
problems of Latin America. Many
were curious about Latin American
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The pastor of a
church with more
than 2,000 members requested
that I not even
mention the term
"liberation theology'' in his. church
again.

It is unfortunate that many Christians have allowed secular
ideologies such as Marxism and
socialism to claim all of the credit
for the concepts of social justice
and freedom which existed in our
Scriptures long before Marx and
Engels were ever heard of!

I believe that
more people are
realizin& that
faith which is
genuine and
biblically
grounded is a
revolutionary
faith.

base communities, and I was very
pleased when representatives of a
pastor's school in the deep South
invited me to include a lecture on
liberation theology in my three
presentations to them.
Al though reverse culture shock is
still a reality after 20 years, it now
includes a more positive dimension
because of the many changes that
have taken place in the world since
the late 1960s. Communism has suddenly become a less foreboding
threat, and increasing numbers of
our local church people are coming
to understand the legitimate desire
of the suffering masses in many
developing countries to liberate
themselves from oppressive and
death-dealing regimes. A decade
ago, champions of the poor were
considered by many people to be
Marxist subversives who provoked
their own deaths. Now a Roman
Catholic Archbishop, who was martyred by a Salvadorian death squad,
is acclaimed as a hero and true martyr, and a commercial film
dramatizing his martyrdom has
been shown throughout the United
States.
Back in the 1960s, when I attempted to share my study of the
new theology of liberation that was
beginning to develop in Latin
America, no one wanted to listen
because existentialism was the rage,
and everyone ''knew" that no creative theology could come out of a
backward place like Latin America.
Now liberation theology is the "in"
thing in our theological schools, undoubtedly affecting the thinking of
the new generation of pastors who
in turn are having some impact on
our laypeople.
However, "liberation theology''

can still tum-off those persons who
identify it with Marxism. Latin
American Christian scholars like
Jose Migues Bonino have identified
at least seven or eight types ofliberation theology. While one or two
types do draw heavily on Marxist
concepts, most of the liberation
theologies I have come in contact
with draw mainly on the demands
for justice of the Old Testament
prophets and the New Testament
announcement by Jesus (Luke 4: 18):
He has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are
oppressed ....
It is unfortunate that many Christians have allowed secular
ideologies such as Marxism and
socialism to claim all of the credit for
the concepts of social justice and
freedom which existed in our Scriptures long before Marx and Engels
were ever heard of! Nor do Marx or
Engels have any monopoly on
revolution; these biblical concepts
are also revolutionary when put
into practice. Some accused Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. of being a
communist; but we know that his
non-violent revolution came about
because he believed in, advocated
and sought to implement those concepts of love and justice that he
found in the Scriptures. I believe
that more people are realizing that
faith which is genuine and biblically
grounded is a revolutionary fai th.
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Reverse culture shock
takes place because we
have actually taken on
values and views of our
host culture which often
clash with some of the
values and attitudes we
encounter in our own culture when we reti.trn.
Re-entry Difficulties
Yet some of the big reverse culture
shockers remain. The main shock to
the missionary or mission volunteer
stepping off the plane is his or her
heightened awareness of the
opulence of our nation. Our feelings
are often a mixture of gratitude and
guilt. While we are grateful to be
able to come back and enjoy the
many benefits of such a prosperous
land, we also feel guilty as we realize that so many millions of people
in this world are condemned to live
in misery. Immediately we sense
that it is going to be difficult to communicate our convictions about our
global Christian responsibility to
those people who have allowed
their own opulence to desensitize
them to much of the world's suffering. Reverse culture shock is lessened when we get out into the local
churches and discover that there are
people who will be touched by our
experiences, and who will want to
play an active role in the Church's
world mission.
Re-entry is difficult because a
missionary (or a volunteer in mission) who has spent a considerable
amount of time working alongside
nationals in another country and
culture tends to develop a different
perspective on issues such as international politics, economics,
militarism, human rights, and even
the world mission of the church.
When the missionary returns home,
he or she tends to interpret these
issues from a different perspective
than that of people in the United
States who are conditioned by the
news media to justify everything the
U.S. government does.
In December 1989, while my wife
and I were visiting churches in
32

Ohio, U.S. combat troops were sent
into Panama. When asked our
opinion about the invasion, we had
to admit that we strongly opposed
itasacontinuationof thesamehighhanded policies th~t our country
has used in Latin America since the
last century.
Our feeling that we were voicing
the general Latin American
perspective on this issue was later
confirmed by several letters and
phone calls we received from clergy
and laity in Latin American
countries. Not only were they concerned about the hundreds of
civilians who were killed and the
billions of dollars worth of damage
done in Panama, Latin Americans
are also concerned about questions
of principle. The invasion was a
violation of three major international treaty commitments (the Rio Pact
of 1947, the Bogota Charter of 1948,
and the Panama Canal treaties of
1977).
Those who come back from years
of experience in Latin America tend
to look at both domestic and international issues with "LatinAmerican eyes;" just as those who
come back from Africa would look
at these issues with "African eyes,"
or from Asia with "Asian eyes."
Reverse culture shock takes place
because we have actually taken on
valuesand viewsofourhostculture
which often clash with some of the
values and attitudes we encounter
in our own culture when we return.
Also, returning missionaries
have gained new insights into the
requirements of the gospel from the
witness of the church and people
they went to serve. In many ways,
missionaries discover a living witness more faithful to the social and
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The real challenge is that of
interpreting
Christian mission "from the
periphery."

political implications of the gospel
than their own. In many countries,
the churches that were founded by
our missionaries have become the
virtual centers of both the spiritual
and community life of the people.
Part of the missionary's reverse culture shock is due to the discovery of
a spirituality in many of the sending
churches that is weak in comparison
to the spirituality he or she has
known on the field.
Peripheral Messages
As Orlando E. Costas suggested in
his book Liberating News: A Theology

of Contextual Evangelization
(Eerdmans, 1989), the real challenge
which complicates the re-entry of
returning missionaries is that of interpreting Christian mission "from
the periphery." By "periphery'' he
means from the mission field, from
the margins and edges of the world
where the gospel has real power.
Costas is correct in saying that
God is now working in a special
way among the masses who Ii ve on
the periphery; that God is there "at
the base" working among the poor
the hungry, the oppressed and the
humiliated. If we look at church
growth in Africa, Asia and parts of
Latin America, we can see that the
center of the world's Christian
population has already shifted to
the periphery. The multitudes
which we once evangelized are now
evangelizing. Missionaries and
volunteers who go to work with
those multitudes living on the
periphery are having their own faith
renewed by the witness of the
young and enthusiastic churches.
Just as Jesus moved from the
periphery to the centers of power,
the poor, the powerless and the op-

pressed who live on the periphery of
this technologically dominated
world are reminding us of the New
Testament message: that God is
basically a God of the poor, the oppressed and the suffering. Returned
missionaries might help to
"reverse" reverse culture shock by
sharing the music and other cultural
expressions of those among whom
they have served. One fine example
is the Nicaraguan Peasants Mass, set
to the moving rhythms of drums,
guitars, cana, and tuba:
You are the God of the poor the
human and sensitive God the
God who sweats in the street
the God with a sun-scorched
face. That is why I speak to you
Just as my people talk, For you
are the God who labors You are
the worker, Christ.
-by Carlos Majia Godoy
trans. by Orlando Costas

Part of the returned missionary's
frustration is his or her inability to
communicate the fullness of so
many beautiful and inspiring things
that are being created by the new
generations of Christians on the
periphery.
Trusting the Gospel
The most important thing I have

learned in dealing with reverse culture shock is to rely more on the
converting and communicative
power of the gospel itself. In the
past, I was so impatient and discouraged by the cultural barriers I
encountered back home that I forgot
Paul's instruction that "he is our
peace and ...has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility ."
(Ephesians 2:14)
None of the techniques we have
learned for cross-cultural communication can rid us of all our
frustrations as we attempt to communicate the experiences in Christ
which we have known in a culture
other than our own. The development of our own spirituality can be
the key to cross-cultural communication. Paul reminds us that
reconciliation and nearness to
others come after we draw near to
Christ. It is his cross that is able to
bring "the hostility to an end" and
living in him we will be "no longer
strangers and so journ ers."
(Ephesians 2:16, 19). 0

Dr. Raymond K. DeHainaut, a United
Methodist missionary in Argentina, has
returned to serve as a mission interpreter in
Atlanta and at the Methodist Theological
School in Ohio. His latest missionary assignment is in the Dominican Republic.
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Cultural
Conversion
by Richard Thompson
After three years as a General Board
of Global Ministries missionary in
the tiny South Pacific island country
of Tonga, I had changed. Yet I was
not aware of it until returning
"home" to the United States.
I grew up in the United States.
My wife 'Ofa had already experienced adjustment pain during
her first stay in the U.S., prior to our
returning to her native Tonga Islands. Perhaps she knew what to
expect when we came back. I didn't.
Therefore it caught me by
surprise to find myself out of step
with things in my home country. On
our return trip, a stopover in
Honolulu gave me a clue. Entering
a supermarket, I was taken aback at
the large, long aisles stuffed with so
much! In a shopping mall, we
stopped for an ice cream cone. The
girl at the counter asked us what
type of cone we wanted, and what
flavor ice cream we preferred. We
both stood speechless, overwhelmedbythechoicesconfronting
us, before finally ordering plain
cones with vanilla ice cream.
Since we left the U.S. three years
ago, the technological changes (and
accompanying technical jargon)
have been astounding, particularly
in the field of electronics.
Yet what is most difficult is adjusting to a different way of thinking, and the values and priorities of
society. Upon returning home, I
found that my thinking did not
match what I found in my native
country and my church.
I knew that my circumstances
were different from that of other
missionaries in Tonga . We all
shared similar living and working
experiences, and shared a common
language. Yet at the end of a day,
34

Achu
missic
seriou
sion.

Such wa
establisl
Resour
Board o
ta (see
they returned to their Englishspeaking families and generally expatriate lifestyles; while I returned
to my Tongan-speaking family and
Tongan lifestyle, where most of our
social contacts were with Tongans
who all spoke Tongan. Our vacations were spent at my wife's home,
a tiny island with no running water
or electricity. There also I lived as a
Tongan, sitting and sleeping on the
floor and speaking Tongan exelusively. This immersion into the
"Tongan way" was working changes in me which I did not realize.
But the changes became real to
me upon our return to the United
State. At annual conference, I found
myself seeking out the few Tongans
in attendance simply to talk. Only
they would understand some of my
experiences, thoughts, and feelings
which I could not adequately express in English. Suddenly I realized
that for the last year or more I spoke
more Tongan than English. Then I
realized that I was even dreaming in
Tongan!
Even when I spoke English with
my colleagues at annual conference,
it sometimes felt as though we were
speaking different languages. Why
are Americans in such a hurry, I
wondered; why the preoccupation
with money? Shouldn't people come
before time and money? Things
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looked so different at conference-faster, less personal, more concerned with institutional survival
than I had remembered.
My new lifestyle and language
had taught me a new way of thinking and looking at life, which did
not seem to fit with the American
way. I felt painfully out of step with
my own church.
Now I find that the Tongan and
American ways of thinking do not
easily mix. The tormenting "in-betweenness" I feel may be less "culture shock" than "cultural
conversion!" True to the warning of
a Tongan friend, I have been
changed.
I hope that my "conversion" can
be a positive change. Perhaps now I
can understand the difficult adjustments that immigrants must face in
America. Maybe now I can see the
troubles that ethnic minority people
face because they do not always
speak and think like the rest of the
American church or society.

Richard Thompson is pastor of the Yreka
(California) United Methodist Church. A
clergy member of the Californ ia-Nevada Annual Confe rence, he and his wife 'Ofa served
as missionaries in Tonga fro m 1987 until
this yel'r.
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by Milo L. Thornberry
A church that is serious about
mission must also be a church
serious about training for mission.
Such was the conviction behind the
establishment of the new Mission
Resource Center of the General
Board of Global Ministries in Atlanta (see NEW WORLD OUTLOOK,
July-August, 1989), utilizing the
campuses and resources of the Interd eno mina tio nal Theological
Center OTC) and the Candler School
of Theology at Emory University.
Training for mission in today's
world must take into account the
global nature of the hurch and the
global reality of poverty.

Ill
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Mutuality In Mission
Amid the clouds of gloom surrounding the declining church
membership in many denominations in the United States, there is a
little known fact that the worldwide
church-including the branch
called Methodist-is growing. In
1900, 85 percent of the Christian
population lived in the Northern
hemisphere. By the year 2000, over
60 percent of the world's Christians
will be living in the Southern hemisphere. Western (or "northern")
Christianity is no longer the arbiter
of the moral issues and missionary
strategies for the world. The
watchword for the nature of relations between churches of the

Northern and Southern hemispheres is "mutuality." Mutuality in
a global church has important implications for missionary training.
First, mutuality calls for new patterns of leadership. The days are
long gone when missionaries were
sent as spiritual pioneers to establish outposts on lonely frontiers.
Missionaries now are sent to partner
churches to work under their
leadership.
Are missionaries still needed?
Yes! From communities within the
United States, and from around the
world, requests continue to come
for all types of missionaries-for
doctors and other health care
professionals, for educators at every
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Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.
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level, for pastors, and many, many
others. As in the past, commitment
to Christ, maturity in faith, dedication to doing justice, demonstrated
professional excellence, and crosscultural adaptability are still critical qualifications for missionary
service.
Today, however, another critical
qualification must be combined
with the others: the ability to work
under the authority of the church
leadership where one is sent. Inability to work under that authority
is probably the greatest single factor
for dissatisfaction, both on the part
of missionaries and of the churches
to which they have been sent. Involving multi-racial and multi-national resource persons to address
that issue in missionary training is
imperative for effectiveness in
today's mission.
Second, mutuality in a global
church also means recognizing the
internationalization of missionary
personnel. Norman Thomas has
reminded us that one of the new
global realities for mission is the
"explosive growth of Two-Thirds
World mission." (Editor's Note: The
term "Two-Thirds World" is a more
accurate account of numerical
reality than the term "Third
World.") An explosive 248 percent
increase in the number of these missionaries over the last decade has
made fact of what was only envisioned 20 years ago: the internationalization of the missionary
movement. Two-Thirds World missionaries-coming from the largest
segment of the church-soon wil
become the largest single group of
missionaries.
Some of the Two-Thirds World
missionaries are needed-and are
coming-to work among their own
people living in One-Third World
settings. Some of them are also corning "to challenge comfortable or
casual Christians'to deeper levels of
commi trnen t." Their presence in our
midst is a reminder that the setting
for mission (i.e. the "mission field")
is global and includes the United
States. Are we prepared to recognize the call from God which sends
these Two-Thirds World missionaries to work in our midst? Will
we only welcome Korean missionaries, for example, as long as
they are here to evangelize Koreans
in the United States? Will we welcome them in our predominantly
36

white, black, or Hispanic congregations? Will we provide support for
their work among us?
The Mission Resource Center
will be a place where these missionaries are welcomed and
oriented to the cultural context of
mission in the country. Two-Thirds
World missionaries also have an important role in the training of National and World Division
missionaries as they prepare for
work both inside and outside the
United States.
Global Poverty and Missionary
Training
Understanding the economic,
political and social dynamics of the
complex issue of global poverty is
critical for missionary training,
especially for persons in mission
from backgrounds of relative affluence in the United States. Such
awareness is of little value unless
these missionaries understand how
they are themselves affected by the
consumer-oriented values which insist that the meaning of life consists
in the abundance of things, and the
acquisition of more, newer and big- Dr. Milo L. Thornberry (above), lecturing at the Mission Resource Center.
ger possessions.
In an earlier day, it was possible
for missionaries to believe that their
relative affluence was directly attributable to a national life organized in a Christian way and that,
if similarly organized, the poorer
nations of the world could attain
such affluence for their peoples.
Today, however, we know that the
resources of this planet are sufficient to support such a level of affluence only for a tiny fraction of the
human population.
Missionaries must pay a high
price for their participation in affluence. Canadian rnissiologist
Jonathan Bonk, a Mennonite from a
missionary family in Ethiopia and US-2 missionaries in training take a music
himself a missionary, has stated the break at the Mission Resource Center.
issue sharply and with great clarity:
"In exchange for the comforts and
efficiencies of personal affluence,
Western missionaries sacrifice a
measure of apostolic effectiveness
and credibility." Affluence, Bonk
explains, tends to insulate rnissionaries on little islands in seas of
poverty all around them, separating
them from those they have come to
serve. (See Jonathan Bonk, "Missions and Mammon: Six Theses" Intemational Bulletin of Missionary
Research, October, 1989)
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US-2 missionaries in training pose for a group photo (above). Former Atlanta mayor
Rev. Andrew Young and Bishop Edsel Ammons listen to words of witness at the
Mission Resource Center.

Mutuality in mission would
seem to require that One-Third
World persons called to missionary
service in Two-Thirds World settings, whether in the United States
or abroad, must be prepared to live
at significantly lower levels than
that to which they have been accustomed, while working under the
authority of church and other
leaders who live in poverty. Good
missionary training has always
been concerned with cross-cultural
adaptability: that is, the ability to
live and work effectively in a culture
different from one's own. Today
missionary training must equally be
concerned with cross-economic
class adaptability.
The issues posed by the twin
realities of a global church and
global poverty are not just missionary training issues or issues of concern only to those who are sent to
proclaim the gospel across borders
and cultures. Unless every local
church is viewed as a missionary
outpost-whether in Kinshasa,
Zaire, or Dallas, TX-and every
Christian is recognized as having
been called through baptism to be in
mission, the true meaning of"global
mission" will have been missed. In
the United States today, training for
mission means preparation to serve
under the leadership of those different from ourselves, including
and especially the leadership of
women and ethnic minorities. It also
means being prepared to welcome
missionaries from our partner churches to work in our midst. Finally,
training for mission in the United
States must include preparation to
confront the shameful gap between
affluence and poverty in this
country.
When the apostle Paul appealed
to the Corinthian Christians to share
out of their abundance with the victims of famine in Jerusalem, he
reminded them of the model for
their action: "You know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that by his poverty
you might become rich." (II Corinthians 8:9)
The example of our Lord-both
for the Christians at Corinth and for
us-is the beginning point for missionary training. 0
Dr. Milo L. Thornberry, a former missionary in Taiwan (1965-71), is the director of
the Mission Resource Center in Atlanta.
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Events in Eastern Europe
ough
·can Eyes
by Ezekiel C. Makunike

Historically speaking, relations between Africa and most countries in
Eastern Europe have been positive
and supportive of decolonization
struggles. Countries in East Europe,
such as Russia, Czechoslovakia,
Rumania, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria,
did not join the West European
stampede for African colonization
during the 19th century by countries
such as Great Britain, France, Germany, Portugal and Italy. There are
no records of empire-seekers from
Eastern Europe manipulating
African kings and chiefs into giving
up their countries through treachery or "divide and rule" tactics.
To the contrary, Eastern Europe's
relationship with the continent was
generally through the various
liberation parties or movements in
Africa. It would be correct to say
that these countries came to the
political rescue of Africa after the
Second World War. As many of the
East European countries became
members of the United Nations,
they supported the various
decolonization resolutions. To a
great extent, the Cold War divide
helped to accelerate the independence process of formerly
colonized African countries.
Most colonial powers belonged
to the NATO Pact, and naturally
tended to support the status quo;
while most Eastern European
countries, as members of the Warsaw Pact, supported liberation.
To show solidarity with the aims
and aspirations of the majority of
the African people, the Soviet Union
named one of its institutions of
higher learning the Patrice Lumumba Friendship University, after the
first prime minister of Congo Kinshasa. Many young African stu38

dents were educated there. Other
East European countries also
opened the doors of their universities, technical colleges, as well as
military institutions, to students
from several African countries.
With such a record of support,
most African governments have
had good reason to be friendly to the
several East European countries
mentioned above, which resulted in
military ties and political affiliations. Most new African nations
opted for the novelty of East
European economic, political and
ideological systems and nomenclature. Marxism and socialism were
considered the more suitable forms
of government by developing
countries, since capitalism had been
responsible for the greed that initially spearheaded the very colonization of those same countries.
Central planning through the
political instrument of one national
party was considered to be the appropriate agency to respond to the
development needs and policies of
formerly colonized countries. Oneparty systems prevailed in such
states as Angola, Mozambique,
Zambia, Malawi, Kenya, and
Ethiopia. Opposition parties were
generally considered a luxury
which the new nations could not
afford, since the dominant needs of
these countries were development
and nation-building through national unity. It was argued that the
multi-party system of government
would accentuate tribalism and
thus negate national consciousness.
In the initial stages and heydays
of post-independence, when
euphoria ran high, these policies
received the support of the body
politic of the people in most new
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African nations. These political
novelties in large measure helped to
mobilize the masses for common action. They also helped to legitimize
the new order. Through skillfully
coined slogans, the masses rallied
behind their new national leaders
and the expectations were high for
success in realizing national aspirations. The churches, on the other
hand, were generally uncomfortable about Marxist-Leninist
ideologies, because they were understood not to take seriously the
concept of God and religion in the
daily lives of people. On the whole,
African societies are essentially
God-centered people. Nevertheless,
the opposition to communism or
socialism by the church was more
internalized than externalized
during the early days of national
independence. Everybody sincerely
wanted the new order to succeed ·
and so, generally, everybody rallied
behind their leaders in those initial
years.
But as rising crises of expectations deepened, and as economic inflation, unemployment and
under-employment soared higher
and higher, people became disenchanted . They blamed their
leaders for failing to deliver the expected economic gains of independence. The gap between the
poor and the rich got wider; and
since the richer section of the society
belonged to the ruling elites, the
masses felt cheated and exploited.
Corruption among politicians and
public servants became rife. By one
method or another, leaders made
themselves literally permanent unless they were forcibly removed
from office by bloody military
coups. Except for Senegal and Tan-

zania1

Leop
Nyen

po we
Africc

the &
tiesi11
pend1
Ken11
Presi
Mala
Houf
of Ive
Th
Euro1
brou,
chan1
Afric
from
multi
Chur
sities
thee<

RE

sem
feren
defer
advc
Afric
put I
the I
clud1

well
gove
cestl
disP'
Slate
of ti

Serv
cou1

polit
rnon
bio\i

cour

Of U!

R

chu1

Many young African
students (like this student from Ghana)
were educated in the
Soviet Union.

zania, whose founding presidents
Leopold Senghor and Julius
Nyerere voluntarily relinquished
power to their successors, most
African countries still have basically
the same leaders and political parties in place 20 to 30 years after independence; for example, President
Kenneth D. Kaunda in Zambia,
President Hastings Banda, in
Malawi, and President Felix
Houphouet-Boigny in the Republic
of Ivory Coast.
The political events in Eastern
Europe towards the end of last year
brought with them impetus for
change among the African masses.
Africans began to call for change
from the existing one-party to a
multi-party system of government.
Churches, trade unions and universities have been at the forefront of
the call for multi-party democracies.
Rev. Jose Chipenda, general
secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), has
defended church leaders who are
advocating multi-partyism in
Africa. "The church must always
put the welfare of God's people at
the forefront," he said. "This includes b<)th spiritual and material
welfare including how we are
governed and how we share resources that God has so kindly put at our
disposal." Rev. Chipenda made this
statement to the Africa Press Service
of the Africa Church Information
Service after visiting several African
countries where the debate for
political multi-partyism is gaining
momentum. "The wind of change
blowing in a number of African
countries," he observed, "needs all
of us to take good note of."
Rev. Chipenda, Africa's top
churchman, observed that, since the

beginning of this year, ordinary
For that purpose, the AACC will
people and grassroots organiza- host a symposium next year in
tions in Gabon, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nairobi (Kenya) to critically assess
Nigeria, Liberia, Benin, Cameroon, the present situation and trends
Zaire, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Zambia, now developing on the African conAngola, Mozambique, Lesotho and tinent which are debilitating its
Tanzania have been calling for energies and depleting its resources.
political reforms to deal with the The symposium is expected to atcrises facing their countries. In most tract 200 delegates from all over
of these countries, the church has Africa. It will identify the moral, soplayed, and continues to play, a cial, political and economic
major role in advocating for change. problems with which Africa will
However, Rev. Chipenda does have to reckon during the 1990s and
not believe that party organization beyond.
alone-in whatever form-will heal
As preparation for the symthe problems of Africa. "Looking at posium, the AACC has invited
what is happening in Africa today." papers on the following topics: Withe insists, "we need to re-examine nessing Community in the 90s; New
the political and economic systems Missionary Movements; The Spread
inherited from the colonial masters of Non-Christian Religions; The Imand those emulated from or in- pact of Secularization on the Young
spired by the current thinking in and Old People; Justice, Peace and
Development; and Contemporary
Eastern Europe."
Chipenda says now is the time for Family Life. 0
Africa to come to terms with what is
best for Africa and not exist on borrowed or imported concepts or
ideologies: ''Now is the time to shift
gear; now is the time to sow seeds of Ezekiel C. Makun ike, a citizen of Zimbabwe,
peace, reconciliation and develop- is a missionary assigned as senior staff
writer for New World Outlook.
ment of Africa."
Regarding the argument that
multi-parties had been tested and
found to be unsuitable to African
circumstances because they tend to
engender tribal feelings and loyalties, Rev. Chipenda observed,
''Whereas this may be true for some
countries, single parties have equally failed to deliver the goods and
have likewise failed to promote
peace." He added, "It is high time
Africa took initiative to find solutions for her problems to pre-empt
foreign pressure and stop depending on strangers for ideas and agendas."
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1990
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BOOK REVIEWS
to keep from disturbing baby birds
nesting on top of its head. The
youngest children will notice only
the Wild Thing and the nested birds.
Adults may see that safety for some
beings is usually dependent upon
the actions of others.
Editors Ann Durell and Marilyn
Sachs are successful in their creation
of an inclusive book offering new
./ ;- :,
ways to think and talk about peace
Big Book of Peace
without preaching or sounding.inEdited by Ann Durell and Marilyn Sachs.
structive. The book is never shrill or
E.P. Dutton, New York, NY, 1990.
explicitly political in a standard
$15.95. To Order: New American Library, sense. Royal ties and income are
1-800-526-02 75.
designated for five organizations
devoted to working for peace, jusThis unique family anthology of tice and the environment.
original pieces by 31 contemporary
The world is a wild place, indeed,
children's book creators provides but it can also be an increasingly
an unthreatening album of images safe one. The Big Book of Peace sugand ideas exploring peace themes gests that the world can feel a bit
from many perspectives. Each safer to its children when they see
person' s contribution is consistent trusted bo ok creators who also
with the books she or he writes know about some of the world's
and/or illustrates for children, but Wild Things and who offeraltemate
each piece here is fresh . Short stories resolutions to various barriers to uncharacteristic of some of their longer d erstand ing and justice for all
fiction will please the numerous people. This handsome, blockbuster
fans of stellar writers such as Lloyd book merits attention for family
Alexander, Natalie Babbitt, Jean gifts and for church libraries in all
George, Lois Lowry and other well- sizes of communities. It is big in the
loved U.S. children's book authors. very best sense.
Preschoolers will also find much
to delight and interest them. Lyrics Las Navidades: Popular
and music by Nancy Willard, short Christmas Songs from Latin
poems by Myra Cohn Livingston America
and Charlotte Zolotow, and a pic- Selected and illustrated by Lulu Delacre.
ture story by Marilyn Sachs are in- Scholastic Hardcover, New York, NY, 1990.
terspersed between five-to-eight $12 .95. To order: 1-800-325-6149.
page pieces by the writers already
mentioned. The texts are illustrated An inviting 32-page bilingual colin full color by award-winning ar- lection of 12 holiday songs is iltists such as Barbara Cooney, Leo lustrated in full color, depicting
and Diane Dillon, Trina Schart chronologically the rich, exu~rant
Hyman, Jerry Pinkney, Allen Say, Hispanic Christmas and Epiphany
and Paul 0. Zelinsky.
traditions of music and activity.
These thoughtfully developed Spanish and English words for each
visual and written gifts to the young song appear side-by-side on the picare launched by Stephen Kellogg's ture book pages and are repeated at
reflective modern Peaceable the book's end next to easy musical
Kingdom and concluded with notations and chord symbols.
Thacher Hurd's visually contagious Young children will enjoy this as a
"Ruckus" that invites movement, picture book, budding musicians
activity and celebration. Maurice will try singing and playing the
Sendak's cover art reproduced mid- music, and church school workers
way within establishes the tone for will appreciate the religious and
the entire book. The originator of cultural substance. The compiler
Whe re the Wild Things Are has was born in Puerto Rico to Argencreated for this book the image of a tinean parents and now lives in
Wild Thing proudly sitting very still Maryland.
40
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What a Morning! The Christmas
Story in Black Spirituals
Selected and edited by John Langstaff; illustrated by Ashley Bryan.
McElderry Books/Macmillan, New York,
NY, 1987.
$12.95. To order: 1-800-257-5755.
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The Christmas story is told through
a chronological arrangement of five
African-American spirituals,
lavishly illustrated by brilliant
tempera paintings. Brief biblical
quotations accompany the words
and music for each of the spirituals:
"My Lord, What a Morning!,"
"Mary Had a Baby," "Go Tell it on
the Mountain," "Sister Mary Had-a
but One Child," and "Behold that
Star!" Ashley Bryan' s shining
iconographic portraits of a Black
nativity provide historical,
geographical and emotional content . John Langstaff, known to
many as the creator of Christmas
and Easter "Revels," writes a note to
parents, teachers and instrumentalists at the back. This award-winning book is already a classic for all
to enjoy. 0
This selection of children's books for the
Christmas season is offered by Ginny Moore
Kruse, Director of the Co operat ive
Children's Book Center in Madison, WI. She
has received many awards for her contributions to children's books and her commitment to intellectual freedom, and she
co-authors the annual CCBC Choices, books
recommended for reading by the CCBC. Ms.
Kruse is also active in her local United
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Coleman, John .... .. . .. ..... . . . . .. .. ... .. . ....... . ...... . .. . Jan.-Feb. (28)
Drug M11nill: A Orristilln Problem; Owen, James R ....... . ........ Mar.-Apr. (10)

Job of Fin11na and Field Worlcos, The: Motivllting to Give;
McGraw, James R

......... . . . ....... .. . . ... .. ... .. . . .. .. .. Mar.-Apr. (14)

N11ti!Jn11l IJi?if;i!Jn Uir~ About All ~eople; Reaves, Malik .... . .. ... .. Mar.-Apr. (25)
N11twn11l Drvrswn: A History of Uinng; Halsey, Peggy .. ... . .. .. . . . Sept.-Oct. (28)
Nation11l Missions; Wilson-Beach, Faye . . ... . .. ........... .. .. . ... Mar.-Apr. (52)
Word Declllred Through Duds Done; Fetterman, Bnan A ... .. .. . ... . May-June (14)
Photo F.ssoy: Hugo R11ges; Goodwin, John C.
and Campbell, Donna Kay .. ...... .. .. . .. . . . ...... . . . .. . . . ... Jan.-Feb. (18)
Nic.tragua

.

.

.

Accepting ]tSMS Christ 115 Lord and Stwwr; Schaef, Finley ... ....... . .. July-Aug. (7)
Recovering 11nd Receiving the Bible; Wingeier, Philip ... .. . ... .. .... July-Aug. (11)
Wll!f of thi Cross, The; lCester, Susan Keun ...... . . . ... . ... . .. . ... Jrz-Aug. (20)

~~;s~N~;iph.:::::: :j~.~F~b: (6>; M~:-Ari::«s>;. M~i~~ (6),~ul;~A~r<~~

...... .. ......... . . . .......... . ........ . ... . .Sept.
t (52), ov.-DeC. (46)
Owen, James R ....... . .......... . ...... . ..... . .... . ..... . .... Mar.-Apr. (10)

UlngM11geof Pmtec06f 11nd P11rtnership, The; Nugent, Randolph .. . . . . July-Aug. (47)
Partnership in Mission
Continuing Owr Glolxil Mission P11rtnership; Harman, Robert J.... .... May-June (8)
lAngMllg~Of Penttc06t
!'"r~aship, The; N1;1gent, R~dolph ...... July-Aug. (47)
Person11l View from the M1SSion Field, A; Makunilce, Ezekiel C. ... . .... Sept-Oct. (39)

"'!"

.

..

Ht11nng Their Cnes; Brown, Patriaa D. . ......................... Jan.-Feb. (12)
Photo f:siay: H_wgo R11ges;. Goodwin, John C. &: Campbell, Donna Kay .. Jan.-Feb. (18)
Prepanng Ornstums to Fight Drugs; Hunt, Judy ...... . .... . ......... Jan.-Feb. (10)

Q &. A About Missions
lnto11 New Mission Age; Wilson-Beach, Faye .. .............. . ..... Jan.-Feb. (39)
Nation11l Missions; Wilson-Beach, Faye ............. . ....... . .... Mar.-Apr. (52)
Rae, Keith D..... . ..... . ...... ..... . ......... . . ........ . ....... Jan.-Feb. (11)

Rllmbo Rownd the World; Bush, Jan ............................... July-Aug. ('Zl)
Reaves,.Malik ................................................. Mar.-Apr. (25)
Recovm.ng Unity; N~gent, ~dolp~ . . . : . ..... ·: .... ... ....... . ..... Jan.-Feb. (6)
Recovmng 11nd Recennng the Bible; Wmge1er, Philip .......... ... . ... July-Aug. (11)
Refltctions Through the Yt11rs .................................... Sept-Od. (12)
Resourcing Mission Tkrowg~ Word 11nd_Deed; Kester, Susan Keim ..... May-June (36)
Reverse CUiture Snode Revisited; DeHainaut, Raymond K ........... Nov.-Dec. (30)
Schaef,Futley . ........... . .. . ... . ...... . ................. . . ... July-Aug. (7)
Sierra Leone

City-Wise M~ion11ry in Sierr11 l..tone; Mitchell, Ronald G .... . ........ Jan.-Feb. (4)
South Africa

Slllnd For Truth: Until Sowtlt Africtl ls Fru!; Boyens, Sherrie ... ..... Mar.-Apr. (33)
Stllnding on the Promisa;: 1965-1990; Moore, Jr., Arthur J ............. Sept.-Oct. (14)

M~~n11ry Tr11inrng For 11 ~lobal Chwr.ch; Thornberry, Milo L.

........ Nov .-~. (3.5)
M1S610116 in W11r11na Peiu.e. 1940-1964, Thompson, Setty .. . .. . ... . ... Sept. Oct. (4)

Stewardship

Missions

Tt1u-?iing Another Way to Fight H~n.ger; Hai.nes, J. Harry ......... ... . Mar.-Apr. (38)
Tellrng the Story Through Telev1S1on; Caliandro, Bruno L. .. ..... ... July-Auf. (41)
Tensions in the Church; l&e, Keith D ....... .............. .. ........ Jan.-Fe . (11)

. . .. . . .. . : . . .. .. .. . .. . . . Jan.-Feb. (14)

Daniels, George M ... . ........... .. .... .. . . ...... ... ....... Sept.-Oct. (36)
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Job of Firtllna 11nd Field Worlcos, The: Motivat ing to Give;
McGraw, James R.. . ....................................... Mar.-Apr. (14 )

An lnvitlltion To Ctlebr11te And Witntss: A M~ion Liturgy . . .. . . .. .. Sept.-Oct (42)
&ck to Ute Fwtwrein M ~ion; Hannan, Robert J. . ......... . . . ..... Sept.-Oct. (44)
Board 11nd Me, The: Reflections on Ethnic Minoritits in Mission ;

Theis, Barbara S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . an.-Feb. (16)
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i"e~ Partnership in Missions
Catalog of General Advance Specials: 1991-92
Advance Gifts Make a Difference!
The program, conceived. over 40 years ago to bring
new life and hope to the war-tom world at the end of
World War II, has grown dramatically. Now, projects
in the United States and in many other countries
depend on Advance giving to evangelize and to
expand their work.

The Partnership in Missions Catalog of General Advance
Specials (#1507), newly revised for 1991-92, lists all the

projects approved by the General Council on Ministries
of The United Methodist Church for support. Listings are
by continent and by country or state, as well as by
categories and alphabetically. It is the one indispensable
guide to Advance giving, and available now for only $3.00,
plus postage and handling.

Order now from: Service Center, General Board of Global Ministries, 7820 Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800.

Theologlal Commentary
Ad:f:/,'? /tsMS ~ ~ Lord and 51lrlior; Schaef, Finley ............ . July-Aug. (7)
eel
Got! s ~~n; Nugent, Randolph ....... ... .. ... . ... . Sept-Oct. (52)
~ by ~ Riwrside, Mc.Craw, James R. .. .... ... . . .... ...... .. . Jl.lly-Aug. (6)
Kingdom W11Jiowl Walls, A; Nugen~ Randolph .... .. .............. Mar.-Apr. (8)
lJmgwige '?f J'.mlta1611111d Prrrtn~, 11re; Nugent, Randolph ...... July-Aug. (47)
MMing MISSI01t DrllllPrtS Corne Tnu; 'M<.Craw, James R. . .... ....... Mar.-Apr. (5.3)
N11ming IJit Nlllflt and Tdling IJit Trwlli; Nugent, Randolph ... . . ... .. May-June (6)
'[Irey're Tllking A~ Owr Mwsic; Wolfe, Bill .. ... . . .... . . . ......... July-Aug. (26)
Thompson, Betty . . .... . ... . ... ..... .. .. ... ... .... .... ... ...... . Sept.-Oct.. (4)
Thompson, Rid\ard .......................... . .. .............. Nov.-Dec. (34)
Thomt>erry, Milo L. . .......................................... Nov.-Dec. (35)

inti

Tre.uurer's Report
Financing Mission in Word and D~; B~gion, Stephen F. . ....... May-June (42)
UMCOR Cdtbrirta 50 yf!lll'S of Lorie m Ad um;l<ehrberg. Norma J.... . .. Jan.-Feb. (24)
United Methodist Committee on Relief
Irryilll!it?" To ~tbrrilt And Wilruss, An: A Mission lilMrgy . ......... Sept-Oct. (42)
Kindl1n5~ m Worrl and Dml; Kehrbe!'Jt, NormaJ .... ......... . May-June (24)
Pltolo
: Hugo Rages; Goodwin, John C. &: Campbell, Donna K. .. Jan.-Feb. (18)
Tmdiing nollier W11_y lo Fighl Hunger; Haines, J. Harry ........... Mar.-Apr. (38)
UMCOR Cddir111ts 50 yairs of Lorie m Ad ion; Kehrberg, Norma J..... Jan.-Feb. (24)
Uniltd MtUwdist Literacy Programs; Bloom, Linda .............. . .. . Nov .-Dec. (16)
Viewpoint
Ctltlmzling God's Mission; Nugent, Randolph .................... Sept-Oct. (52)
Otild Shall Lal, A; Nugent, Randolph ..... .... ................. Nov.-Dec. (46)
Kingdom Wilhowl Walls, A; Nugen ~ Randolph ....... . ............ Mar.-Apr. (8)
lJmgwrgeof Pmlta1611111d Prrrtnmlup, 11re; Nugetlt. Randolph . ..... July-Aug. (47)
Naming lhe N11me and Tdling IJit Trwlli; Nugent, Randolph . .... .... . May-June (6)
R~ng Un~
· ; Nu~t, Randolph .. : .... : . : . ... . .... . ....... .. Jan.-Feb. (6)
Walling for lht
lo Arm; House-Form, Ouistie R. ... ..... . ...... Nov.-Dec. (6)
Wiry Of the Cross,
; Kester, Susan Keim ..... .... .......... . ..... July-Aug. (20)
We Are Ont in IJit Lord: Christitms and MMS/ims; Cox, Harvey . . . ..... Mar.-Apr. (18)
Wtrming Word and D«d: 11re Office of Mission Ewngelisrn;
Brown, Patricia D.. .. . . . . . . . . . ... . .... . . . ...... . . ..... .. .... May-June (40)
Webber, Brenda L.... .. ................... . ................... Nov.-Dec. (19)
Wilson-Beach, Faye ........ . ........ . ..... .. ..... Jan.-Feb. (39), Mar.-Apr. (52)
Wingeier, Philip ....... ..... ...... ... ...... .. ................. July-Aug. (11)
Wolfe, Bill ..... ......... ... . ....... ..... . . .. ................. July-Aug. (26)
Women In Mission: 11rm, Now And Tomorrow; Campbell, Barbara E. . . Sept -Od. (20)
Women Wilruss in Worrl and Dml; Hoover, Theressa .. . . ... . . .. ..... May-June (20)
Women's Division
Uniltd M~~ Literacy Programs; Bloom, Linda .... . .... .. . . . .. Nov.-Dec. (16)
Women Wllruss m Worrfand Dml; Hoover, Theressa ..... ..... .... May-June (20)
Women
Women In Mission: 11rm, Now And Tomorrow; Campbell, Barbara E. . Sept-Oct. (20)
Women Wilruss in Worrl and Dml; Hoover, Th~ ........ . .... . May-June (20)
Word DtclJirtd 11r10Mg#r Dtt.ds Done; Fetterman, Bnan A. . ..... . ..... May-June (14)
World Missions
&ck~ ~t fulure in Miss~n; Harman, R~bert J.... . . . ... .... .... . Sept -Oct. (44)
Conlmu1ng Owr Globil M1551011 P11rlnasl11p; Harman, Robert J........ May-June (8)
Cw/IMTlll Corroersion; Thompson, Richard ........................ Nov.-Oec. (34)
Firsl-Hand Wilruss lo Word and D«d; H earn, Bishop J. Woodrow . ... May-June (4)
Hmring 11rtir Cries; Brown, Patricia D ............. ._ .... . ...... . .. Jan.-Feb. (12)
Uzlin Arneriarn and Oiribbeln Yowlli: A Gmerrd ion 11! Rislc;
Bruno, Lucia ....... . ....................................... Nov.-Dec. (10)
More 11iirn 11 Slore: A Mission Slory from Zllrnbiir;
Hills, Laura and Larry : ._ . .. ... . . ._ . . .. ... . ......... ... ...... . Mar.-Apr. (22)
Rttlt1St Cidlure Shade J(erns11td; DeHamaut, Raymond K. .......... Nov.-Dec. (30)
Tensions in IJit Church; Rae, Keith D.............................. Jan.-Feb. (11)
Wright, Elliott ..... ....... . . . .. .... . ...... .. ....... . .. . ....... July-Aug. (45)
Youth
Cornie ~die{; Burton, M. Garlinda .............................. !uly-Aug. (23)
Foau Vidaxi lo ErJMnd Yovr World; Catchpole, Terry ..... . .. .. ... . uly-Aug. (24)
Rimtbo Rownd llit World; Bush, Jan . ... . .............. . . .. . . ..... uly-Aug. CZJ>
Tlity'rt Tllking A-y Owr Mwsic; Wolfe, Bill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . uly-Aug. (26)

Zant bla

More 11iirn 11 Slore: A Mission Slory from Ztmrbiir;
Hills, Laura and Larry .. .. ... . ... . . . . .................... . .. Mar.-Apr. (22)
Zimbabwe
G05pd, Cidhm and Mtdiir: A 11rird World Puspectitle;
Makunike, Ezekiel C. . ............... . .... . .. .. .......... ... July-Aug. (37)
Personal View from IJit Mission Fidd, A; Makunike, Ezekiel C. . .. . . . Sept -Oct. (39)
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In a Special Christmas Eve
Worship Service Telecast
12:00 Midnight (EST) on ABC*
United Methodist Bishops
Woodie W. White,

Springfield, IL
and
Rudiger Minor,
Dresden, Germany
will preach during this Midnight Service
jointly offered by

The award-winning
United
Methodist
.
.
. mis.
s1on magazine, m six
colorful issues, brings
you:
• Articles about mission
in the United States and
other countries
• Mission Memo, an
up-to-date report on
mission in the news
• Bible studies
• A ward winning
photographs
• Reviews of recent
books and videos
• Special mission inserts

For only $11.00 per year!

"If c

Grace United Methodist Church
Decatur, IL
and
Friedenskirche (Peace Church)
Berlin, Germany

onl~

stev
bet

•Check with your own local ABC affiliate for time.

This

(Made possible by the National Council of Churches with airtime offered by ABC)
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(())Cf What do these conferences have
~Cf

in common?

Virginia • Iowa • Western Pennsylvania
Kansas West • Florida • West Ohio
California-Pacific • Central Pennsylvania
Nebraska • Rocky Mountain

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK
Please enter my subscription to New
World Outlook: o $11.00 (one year),
o $20.00 (two years)

Address
. City
State _Zip _
Send order to: Magazine Circulation, Ser vice
Center, 7820 Reading Road/Caller No. 1800,
Cincinnati, OH 45222-18000

L ____________ _

Jl©Bm ~ TI CV®® O@m~©a-~
November 25, 1990

NEW WORLD OUTI.OOK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1990

toal
soc

hurr
and
plao
th re
fro~

bibl
th
- i
me

Of S
Atyc

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY

Name

44

IA Cf T.hey. "!ere the 1989 leaders
n Cf 1n g1v1ng lo

booi

o/

lnM

FAX

THE STEWARD
.A Biblical Symbol Come cl Age=

DOUGLAS JOHN HALL
Paper, $14.95

'' If a person can read
only one book on
stewardship, this should
be the book.''
-

Rhodes Thompson
Phillips Graduate Seminary

This popular and provocative
book has been in much
demand all over the world
since its original publication
in 1982. Now author Douglas
John Hall has completely
rewritten and expanded his
work . In this timely edition he
aims to recapture the most
basic meaning of the biblical
metaphor of the steward and
to apply that meaning to our
social context , one in which
human beings are confused
and ambivalent about their
place and vocation in a
threatened world . Working
from numerous angles biblical, historical , sociological ,
theological, and ecclesiastical
- Hall explores the rich
meaning and implications
of stewardship.
At your bookstore, or call 800-633-9326
In Michigan , call collect 616-459 -4591
FAX 616-459-6540

023 • " " - WM. B. EERDMANS
->nJEFFBRSON
• AVE. S.E.PUBLISlllNG
CO.
/ G RAND RAPIDS, MI CH. +9JOJ

\~

Your
Investment
in Mission

THE
UNITED
METHODIST
DEVELOPMENT
FUND
Helping to Build Churches
Form of Note

Minimum Inv.

Rate*

4 yr. term

$100

9°/o

1 yr. term

$100

8.25°/o

Flexible

$100

7%
*Rates subject to change.

For as little as $100, notes may be
purchased.
Available only to United Methodist
individuals, local churches, clubs,
organizations, Boards or agencies. Be a
part of the growth of our church into the
next century, while pursuing your own
personal investment goals.
The Fund's sole purpose is to promote the
mission of the United Methodist Church by
providing first mortgage loans to churches.
Respond now by calling or writing: The United
Methodist Development Fund, Room 320, 475
Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115. Tel. (212)
870-3856or1-800-862-8633 if out-of-NY State.
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VIEWPOINT

A Child Shall Lead

A few weeks after the invasion of
Kuwait, Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein displayed a quite cheerful
demeanor while explaining the
human realities of the Middle East
crisis. He appeared on television
from an undisclosed location in the
company of stranded British
citizens whom he called "guests"
but most of the rest of the world
viewed as "hostages."
Dressed nattily in a business suit
rather than his customary military
attire, President Saddam tousled the
hair of a young boy placed at his
side, while observing that Iraqi
children were just as pretty as
Western children, and matter-offactly emphasizing the vulnerability of both sets of pretty little
ones in the event of war. "In a war
situation," he said, "the same way
Iraq would lose its sons, its women,
and its children, of course, the aggressive countries would also lose
their own men and their women
and children. So, if the United States
were to attack our installations in
which we have women and children
accommodated, these people would
be killed."
The scene was eerily reminiscent
of a time long ago, also in a Middle
East location, when a child was used
as a living, breathing, visual aid for
an object lesson about vulnerability-not as an inevitable
result of the defense of the kingdom
of Kuwait but as an essential requirement for entrance into the
kingdom of heaven. As the writer of
Matthew's gospel recorded the incident: "At that time the disciples
came to Jesus, saying, 'Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?'
46

Dr. Randolph Nugent
And calling to him a child, he put
him in the midst of them, and said,
'Truly I say to you, unless you tum
and become like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of
heaven."' (Matthew 18:1-3 RSV)
In their recent book Resident
Aliens, Stanley Hauerwas and William H. Willimon emphasized that
the child used by Jesus as a visual
aid and reminder was "the essence
of one who is powerless, dependent,
needy, little, and poor" called and
placed "as a concrete, visible sacrament of how the Kingdom looks."
"Interestingly," the authors continued, "Jesus put a child in the center of his disciples, 'in the midst of
them,' in order to help them pay
attention. The child, in Jesus' mind,
was not an annoying distraction.
The child was a last-ditch effort by
God to help the disciples pay attention to the odd nature of God's
kingdom. Few acts of Jesus are more
radical, countercultural, than his
blessing of children."
The treatment of children gives a
clear clue to the world's standards,
values and priorities. And the plight
of children today provides ample
evidence of a world far fallen from
the heavenly vision of God's intention and design for God's created
order. Children diseased and dying,
cut down by random bullets on city
streets or perishing from preventa b 1e maladies throughout the
world. During the two days of the
United Nations World Summit for
Children in September, 2,800 little
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ones died from whooping cough,
8,000 from measles, 4,300 from
tetanus, 5,500 from malaria, 22,000
from diarrhea and 12,000 from
pneumonia. And yet another child
was slaughtered by a stray bullet in
the borough of Brooklyn in New
York City.
In the United States, children
lead all other segments of the
population in enduring the debilitating effects of poverty and
deprivation. "Children (are) the
only age group overrepresented in
the poverty population," sociologist and senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan has written. '1t is fair to
assume that the United States has
become the first society in history in
which a person is more likely to be
poor if young rather than old."
(Family And Nati.on, Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich Publishers, 1986.)
This season above all others of
the year, we are called to pay attention again to God's radical reordering of the world's preferences,
practices and concerns. Both Jesus
and the prophet make it crystal clear
that what the world considers instinctive, inevitable and normal is a
drastic deviation from God's
design. Above the oil rich sands of
the Middle East as well as the teeming streets and fruited plains of the
United States, the prophet's vision
from God shines:
The wolf shall dwell with
the lamb ...and the calf and
the lion and the fatling
together, and a little child
shall lead them.
(Isaiah 11 :6 RSV)
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This
Christnaas~
•
give

sonaebody
the UJorld
Looking for a Christian alternative to materialistic Christmas giving? There's one gift
that's both low-priced and will
help strengthen all of God's
people through the power of
prayer.
That gift is the 1991 Prayer

·calendar.
What they'll get when you
give this gift to family or friends
is a worldwide picture of
where the millions United
Methodists spend on mission

go. All the m1ss1on workers,
their addresses, birthdays, and
their programs. No other publication gives you that scope.
What they'll get are suggested prayers for each day of the
year. Plus letters from our
worldwide mission. Plus sample prayers around the world.
Plus Bible readings.
It's even a gift you might
want to make to yourself. The
power of your prayers is the
spiritual undergirding of our
church's outreach.

Order your gift copies of the Prayer Calendar (#1257) @$5.00 plus postage
and handling charges, from: Service Center, General Board pf Global
Ministries, 7820 Reading Road/Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800.
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United Methodist Committee on Relief
General Board of Global Ministries

Bishops' Appeals
for Philippine Earthquake
and Emergency in Liberia
Extraordinary times callfor extraordinary responses. To
respond to the critical needs ofthe churches and the peoples
ofthe Philippines and Liberia, two churchwide bishops' appeals have been approved simultaneouslyfor the first time in
the history ofthe church. The needs are massive in both
countries.

Life giving support is needed for the people of Liberia,
who have been displaced and are in hiding, or who
have become refugees in neighboring countries. Help
is also needed to rebuild churches and schools. Please
answer this appeal by sending your gifts through your
local church to: Bishops' Emergency Appeal for
Liberia, UMCOR Advance 150300-7.

Church after church in the Philippines has been
damaged, many beyond repair or sinking into the lam
as a result of the destructive force of the strongest
earthquake in recent history to hit the country. Please
send your gift through your local church to: Bishops'
Appeal for the Philippine Earthquake, UMCOR
Advance 240225-1.

United Methodist Committee on Relief I General Board of Global Ministries

