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Letter from the Editors 

DEAR READER 

Once in awhile, we receive a poignant message reminding us of 
what our daily chores of publishing this magazine is all about. New 
World Outlook is about telling the story and lifting the vision of 
mission partnership. The magazine bears witness for other 
witnesses. It is a bridge of testimony among mission partners. 

In early August, we received such a message. When informing us 
about the belated death of one of our loyal readers from Pine Bluff, 
AR, Aubrey R. Pettus, her husband thanked us for our witness. The 
magazine had been read eagerly by Mrs. Pettus. He also sent along a 
check in her memory, to be applied to the continued publishing of 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK. 

This issue of NEW WORLD OUTLOOK offers a variety of "bridge 
testimonies." In keeping with the current mission studies of The 
United Methodist Church and several other denominations, this 
issue features Islam and the Philippines. Four articles bear witness 
to the bridge potentials which exist between Christians and 
Muslims. Dale Bishop offers a profile of Islam. Sue Robinson 
corrects some of the stereotypes and misunderstandings with 
regard to Christian views of Islam as a peculiarly anti-feminist 
religion. Dorothy Gilbert gives a first-hand witness based on 
personal experience not only concerning what happens when 
Christians and Muslims meet for dialogue, but also what can and 
does occur when they work and live together. Rebecca Ratcliff, a 
mission intern formerly in the Philippines, gives a verbal and visual 
witness regarding the possibilities for cooperative, common human 
endeavor when people of different faiths are united in deprivation 
and pain at the fiands of an oppressive governmental and military 
structure. 

Contributing editor James R. Owen describes how national 
missionaries in the Church and Community Workers Program are 
bridging the chasms of income, race and culture to bring 
opportunity and hope to those in our nation who have been 
displaced, denigrated, disillusioned and denied. Genell Y. Poitras 
tells how Fountain House at the Taiwha Christian Social Center in 
Seoul, Korea, is building bridges of hope and productivity between 
mental breakdown and social re-entry. United Methodist mission
ary Paul Jeffery bears witness to the transformation of an isolated, 
individualized land struggle in Honduras into a hopeful model of 
community cooperation, solidarity and development. 

Thus the testimony of witness to other witnesses continues to 
encircle the whole globe. It is a circle of witness which frames the 
earth in God's design and elicits hope as witnesses move ahead to 
the future of God in Christ. 
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MANGER MESSAGE BECKONS FAITHFUL 

Often, at Christmastime, to get to 
the.significance of the birth of Jesus 
as told in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke, we must cut through 
layers of religious and secular 
camouflage. 

In July, two United States Su
preme Court rulings about holiday 
displays in Pittsburgh gave legal 
sanction to the confusion and dilu
tion of Christmas. In the case 
County of Allegheny vs. A.C.L. U., 
the Court ruled that the annual 
display of a Jewish Hanukkah 
menorah next to a Christmas tree 
outside the City-County Building 
was constitutional, but a Roman 
Catholic-sponsored manger scene 
erected in the county courthouse 
one block away to depict the Christ 
Nativity was not. 

The rulings upheld the principle 
established in a 1984 decision in 
which the Court ruled that a 
~overnment-owned manger scene 
m Pawtucket, RI, was not in viola
tion of the constitutional prohibi
tion of the establishment of religion 
because the Holy Family shared 
display space with other holiday 
symbols-namely the house of 
Santa Claus and his reindeer. By 
contrast, in Pittsburgh, the Holy 
Family stood alone. Time magazine 
observed, "Apparently, the Pitts
burgh creche did not have enough 
secular camouflage." 

To put it another way, the 

by James R. McGraw 

symbol of the birth of Jesus must be 
sufficiently hidden so as not to be 
intrusively or obtrusively obvious 
to any and everyone. It must be 
visible and audible only to the eyes 
of faith and the voice of witness. 

The wise men and shepherds 
had to cut through layers of reli
gious and secular camouflage to 
see and hear the Christmas mes
sage. Significantly, both the wise 
men and the shepherds were out
side the religious context in which 
the revelatory event took place. 
"Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea ," wrote 
Matthew, " in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 
'Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we have seen 
his star in the East, and have come 
to worship him."' (Matthew 2:1-2) 
The wise men were Gentile outsid
ers to the religion of Israel, but they 
knew enough about the Jewish 
faith to assume that such a mo
mentous birth could only occur in 
Jerusalem, the Holy City. As it 
turned out, their assumption was a 
bit too obvious. 

From other outsiders-King 
Herod and his advisors-the wise 
men learned the inside facts . When 
King Herod asked his aides where 
the Christ was to be born, they told 
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so 
it is written by the prophet: 'And 

you, 0 Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who will 
govern my people Israel."' Herod 
passed the word along to the wise 
men saying deceptively, "Go and 
search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him bring 
me word, that I too may come and 
worship him." Once more the star 
appeared to guide the wise men to 
their final destination (Matthew 
2:4-11). 

Commenting on the story in his 
book An Adult Christ at Christmas, 
New Testament scholar Raymond 
E. Brown wrote, "The Gentiles 
come to worship, but they must 
learn from the Jews the history of 
salvation .. . . And in this process, 
those who have the Scriptures 
reject Jesus, while Gentiles come 
and, with the help of the Scrip
tures, find and adore him." 

Because of their occupation, 
shepherds also were outsiders. 
Although ethnically among the 
people of Israel, they were exclud
ed from the community of faith. In 
the popular religious mind, shep
herds were sleaze and thieves, not 
practitioners of a humble occupa
tion but rather of a despised trade. 
Shepherds were known to habitu
ally pilfer from other people's 
flocks and allow their sheep to 
(Continued on p. 36) 
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New• and Anlllpl• 
of Development• 
In Chrtnlan Minion 
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UNPRECEDENTED EPISCOPAL ASSIGNMENT. In a 
step authorized by church law but never 
before undertaken, the Council of Bishops 
of The United Methodist Church has placed 
one of its members, Bishop Felton E. May, 
presiding bishop of the Harrisburg (PA) 
area, under special one-year assignment 
beginning January 1, 1990. Based in 
Washington, DC and working with existing 
religious, community and governmental 
agencies, Bishop May will spearhead' 'a 
multi-pronged campaign' ' against the 
''massive deterioration of the moral and 
spiritual fabric' ' of the United States 
' 'reflected in a burgeoning traffic in 
drugs and a sharp increase in violent 
crime.'' 

' 'The church must be well-armed for this 
campaign,'' said Bishop May. ''The 
religious forces must be ready for 
'gorrilla warfare' ... . We will be on the 
street. With God's help; we will be 
working with victims (to) demonstrate that 
there are alternatives to drug abuse and 
violence. ' ' 

DISASTER RESPONSE. The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) established an 
emergency advance number, in response to 
the devastation caused by Hurricane Hugo. 
The number is 401500-3. Further 
information is available through UMCOR' s 
24-hour hot line (800 )841-1235. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY . The 1990 
Assembly of the United Methodist Women 
will be held May 3-6 at the Municipal 
Audi tori um in Kansas City, MO . The 
assembly theme will be ' 'Witnessing for 
Children and Youth in a New World . '' For 
further information, write the Assembly 
Business Office, 7820 Reading Road, Caller 
1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-1800. 

SPONTANEOUS MISSION EVANGELISM. While 
at tending the evangelical Lausanne II 
Congress on World Evangelism in the 
Philippines (M~nila), General Board of 
Global Ministries' mission evangelism 
executive Patricia Brown joined nine 
others in visiting the Roman Catholic 
Sacred Heart Seminary in Bacolod to which 
more than 600 refugees had fled . They 
evacuated their mountain villages during a 
mili t ary at tack against suspected 
Communist insurgency. Ms . Brown reported 
that 15 armed vigilantes appeared on the 
seminary grounds threatening to at tack the 
refugees if they did not leave. She joined 
the others in providing an ecumenical 
presence and show of support and in 
issuing a call for international 
protection . 

VOICE OF YOUTH . Meeting in Ames, IA , for 
the biennial National Youth Ministry 
Organization ( NYMO) convocation held July 
31-August 4, United Methodist youth from 
across the nation spoke out boldly on a 
variety of issues . Wearing black ribbons 
in memory of Chinese students slaughtered 
earlier this year , the 185 voting members 
not only condemned ' 'bullets and 
brutality' ' in China but also insisted 
that ''we are called by God to speak out 
against oppression wherever we encounter 
it. ' ' In other actions, the youth called 
for the elimination of present statements 
and restrictions regarding homosexuals 
found in the Book of Discipline ; adopted a 
resolution denouncing hate groups and 
hate-related violence ; asked for better 
education about teen suicide ; called for 
independence for Estonia from the Soviet 
Union; supported ''building families 
through adoptions; ' ' and urged a boycott 
of Exxon products in the wake of the 
massive Alaskan oil spill. 
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A LIVING MISSION LEGACY. Recognizing New 
World Outlook as the journal of record for 
United Methodist mission, Ms . Anne 
Herbert, for many years a missionary in 
China, has applied a unique interpretation 
to the term ' 'home missions. ' ' Recently 
she gave a one-year subscription to 105 
families in the Trinity United Methodist 
Church at Sumter , SC, who have children in 
the home between the ages of 10 and 20 
years, and also 75 subscriptions to 
similarly situated families at the Trinity 
United Methodist Church at Spartanburg. 

In a letter to her pastor , Ms . Herbert 
explained that it was the presence of such 
magazines as the Missionary Voice in her 
home during the years of her youth that 
inspired her to give her life to 
missionary service . She hopes--as do 
we-that her mission legacy will inspire 
other young people to do likewise . 

A CAST IN THE CARAVAN . During the 
' 'Pastors for Peace' ' caravan to Nicaragua 
(see ' 'Mission Memo, ' ' Sept. -Oct. 1989) , 
United Methodist Doug Colter suffered a 
broken leg when the truck he was driving 
plunged off a mountain road in Honduras. 
His driving partner, Tom Hanson, suffered 
bruises and broken ribs. The accident 
became the occasion for an unexpected 
crash course in comparative heal th care . 
''In Managua,'' said Mr . Colter, ' 'I 
received the best care I ever had . The 
Nicaraguan hospital wanted to see (me) and 
didn't ask about payment, '' Mr. Colter 
continued . In contrast, when he returned 
to a U.S. hospital, ' 'the second question 
was about insurance, ' ' he said. ' 'If we 
stopped shipping guns and sent doctors and 
sewer systems to Nicaragua, ' ' Mr. Colter 
observed, ''we would win a lot more 
hearts . ' ' Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega voiced similar sentiments at a 
Managua reception welcoming the 53-member 
peace caravan bringing humanitarian aid , 
which , President Ortega said, symbolized 
his hope for peace. 

GLOBAL AWARENESS FOLLOW-UP . The need for 
global awareness, lifted into view by Ward 
L . Kaiser in the July-August issue of New 
World Outlook, is also the concern of a 
r ecent publication entitled Make A World 
Of Difference : Creative Activities For 
Global Learning, published by the National 
Council of Churches' Office on Global 
Educat i on . Comprised of games, 
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international recipes, arts and crafts, 
and educational exercises, the book 
' 'shows a lot of creativity , ' ' according 
to GBGM executive Elizabeth Calvin . ' 'It 
has some great children's games, ' ' 
concurred David Montanye , UMCOR program 
coordinator for hunger issues, and also 
''some good materials for adults who work 
with youth . '' Books can be purchased at 
$15 per copy through Church World Service, 
P . 0. Box 968 , Elkhart, IN , 46515. 

PH . D. SCHOLARSHIPS . In an effort to 
increase the number of ' 'women of color'' 
who teach theology, the Di vision of 
Ordained Ministry of the United Methodist 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
will grant five scholarships each year, 
renewable for three years, to enable 
minority women to pursue Ph . D. degrees . At 
present , only one of the 311 ordained 
United Methodist ' 'women of color' ' 
(African-American , Asian-American, 
Hispanic and Native American) has a Ph.D. 
In addition to financial support, 
' 'mentors' ' will assist scholarship 
recipients in developing individual 
programs of study . 

SOBERING STATISTICS . Speaking to more than 
1500 United Methodist workers with 
children gathered in Nashville , TN , at the 
beginning of August, Beverly Jackson, 
staff member of the Children's Defense 
Fund, warned that one in four children in 
the United States (or 16 million) will be 
officially poor by the turn of the century 
unless national priori ties are changed . 
' 'Our children are growing poorer, ' ' she 
said , ''while our nation is growing 
richer. All groups of children are poorer 
today than at the beginning of the 
decade--especially white children whose 
poverty rates increased by almost a 
third . ' ' Ms . Jackson cited a 29 percent 
decline in the average income of young 
families with household heads under the 
age of 30 over the last five to seven 
years , and noted further that each day an 
average of five youths under the age of 18 
are murdered . ' 'A child is safer in 
Northern Ireland than in America , '' she 
observed . 

LATTER DAY CIRCUIT RIDERS . A new 
application of the old Methodist ' 'circuit 
riding' ' tradition began during the summer 
at the Candler School of Theology in 
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Atlanta. The rationale for reviving the 
time-honored-and-proved Methodist 
tradition was given by George Morris, 
director of Candler's School for New 
Congregational Development . ' 'To a 
significant degree, ' ' said Dr . Morris, 
' 'John Wesley's fears of the Methodist 
societies becoming prosperous and 
spiritually cool has been realized . We are 
now a middle-to-upper-middle-class 
denomination. In an innovative effort to 
reach out to people in ghettos, slums, 
barrios and poor rural areas, students who 
come from communities of the poor and who 
have the gifts and graces for ministry are 
recruited for the new training program in 
lay evangelism . ' ' Said Dr. Morris, ' 'Like 
the early circuit riders, these persons 
would speak the language of the people and 
have a zeal for winning persons to 
Christ. ' ' The first class, which ended in 
August, included nine Latino students from 
Atlanta, a Haitian student from Miami, and 
three African-American students . 

SCHOLARSHIPS. Scholarships from a $100 
million endowment fund to be raised by The 
United Methodist Church's higher 
education agency will be offered only to 
United Methodist students attending 
United Methodist-related colleges, agency 
directors voted October 6. 

The Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry's vote means the agency will 
solicit from donors a mega-scholarship 
fund to make affordable education in one 
of the more than 80 colleges and 
universities related to the denomination . 

The endowment will not be funded through 
an apportionment to local churches or 
other existing budgets, but will be raised 
from private donors and foundations. 

DEATHS. Blanche Sparks, wife of retired 
United Methodist Bishop W. Maynard Sparks, 
died August 22, 1989, in Sacramento, CA 
. .. Dr. Edgar R. Miller, a missionary to 
Nepal for 10 years between 1956 and 1966, 
died at the Methodist Country House. 
Wilmington, DE, June 19, 1989, at the age 
of 90 .. . The Rev. Dr . Ellen M. Studley, a 
missionary to China and Taiwan for more 
than 37 years, died August 8, 1989. She was 
90 years old ... Mrs . Alice Grubbs, a 
deaconess serving in the United States for 
more than nine years died in San Mateo, CA, 
July 17, 1989, at the age of 67. 
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... today's church and 
community workers 

continue an early 
tradition. 
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As the United States economy and 
society shift, sometimes resulting 
in pain and dislocation, United 
Methodist national missionaries, 
called church and community 
workers (CCW), are close at hand 
to respond to the needs of people. 
Theirs is a mobile, elastic ministry, 
one that demands flexibility, inge
nuity and seemingly bottomless 
reserves of patience and compas
sion. 

Sponsored by the National Divi
sion of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, some 52 church and 
community workers are in mission 
throughout the country, in all five 
United Methodist jurisdictions, 
trying to heal the hurt and form 
bonds between congregations and 
communities. 

The Church and Community 
Workers Program can be traced 
back to the early part of this 
century, when Methodist church 
women began to realize they 
needed to do something about 
poverty and need in their midst. 
That informal movement of 
women responding to the needs of 
"people up in the hollers" became 
fopnal in 1920, and today's church 
and community workers continue 
that early tradition. 

The Rev. Elaine Barnes, coordi
nator for the program, says that 
church and community workers 
truly are where the social needs are 
greatest in America. "Our people 
are out in the field working with 
communities and churches to 
identify the needs and to link the 
resources of the church and com
munity together to meet those 
needs," she explains. 

Church and community workers 
serve in response to requests from 
the field, whether from a group of 
congregations, a district or an 
annual conference. Requests for 
mission personnel are filed 
through Ms. Barnes' office, where 
assignments of workers are then 
made. The total support for church 
and community workers is paid 
jointly by the board and the field 
location, with the board usually 
paying the larger percentage. 

National Mission in Appalachia 
In the Appalachian region of the 
United States, where the greatest 
number of church and community 
workers are concentrated, they try 
to help families and individuafs 
recover from the still-unfolding 
economic chaos wrought by loss of 
the coal and railroad industries. 

Marilyn Benson, a church and 
community worker based in Gary, 
WV, describes her ministry as part 
leadership development and part 
economic recovery. A native West 
Virginian, she says, "Many of our 
families are still reeling from eco
nomic dislocation caused by the 
decline of the coal industry. We are 
trying to develop alternative in
dustries, such as crafts and tour
ism, as well as building leadership 
in our churches and towns." 

Although many of the congrega
tions in her 28-church cooperative 
parish are middle class, other con
gregations include younger fami
lies who have yet to establish 
themselves. "Many visitors to our 
area get the feeling they've entered 
a kind of Third World right here in 
America," says the national mis
sion worker. "And they're right! 
They have! Most of our communi
ties don't even have sewage sys
tems. But we feel we're taking 
positive steps toward develop
ment. We don't have another 
choice.'' 

National Mission in Central Ohio 
In central Ohio, church and com
munity worker Jocelyn Roper 
struggles with individual rather 
than community underdevelop
ment-the diminished develop
mental opportunities of African
American children. Thanks to Ms. 
Roper's "mentoring ministries" 
project, based in Cincinnati and 
Canton, hundreds of young, black 
children are getting a head start. 
The project pairs African-Ameri
can boys with African-American 
men, providing the "role model" 
that can make a difference in a 
child's life. 

"So many of our children, espe
cially our black males, grow up in 
single-parent homes," says Ms. 
Roper, "and they get no help in 
understanding what it's like to 
grow up in this society as a black 
male . Our mentoring program 
helps prepare them for that." 

Ms. Roper also directs a summer 
camping program for both boys 
and girls which, she says, has been 
the path to success for many adults 
in the community. The missionary 

Opposite page: Church and community worker, Dayton Edmonds, helps children 
study the Bib[e through story-telling at this Native American United Methodist camp 
in Cherokee, NC. Below: Part of church and community worker Meridith Whitaker's 
job is selling clothes at Cookson Hills (OK) Center thrift shop. 
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works closely with several dozen 
United Methodist, predominantly 
African- American congregations 
in the Ohio region, helping to build 
linkages, raise funds and foster 
leadership development. The work 
is hard, the hours long and the pay 
low. Still she says, "Whenever I 
think about doing something else, I 
ask myself one question: What 
would things be like if I weren' t 
here to do this work?" 

National Mission in Florida 
Craig Nelson, a former personnel 
executive in his late 20s, works in 
the Refugee and Displaced Persons 
Program, a project of the National 
Division. Based in Miami, Mr. 
Nelson describes his role as three
fold : advocacy on behalf of new 
refugees , immigrants and dis
placed persons; interpretation of 
refugee issues to the larger church; 
and direct relief services. 

Most of Mr. Nelson's ministry is 
to the tide of Haitian immigrants 

Helping dis tribute food is one of the 
many tasks Marilyn Benson, another 
church and community worker, finds 
herself doing. The food co-op is a 
program of the McDowell County 
Church Rural Community Project . 

who have poured into south Flori
da during the past decade. Many 
on whose behalf he works are still 
in detention, and many are unable 
to adjust to American life. They are 
in a kind of limbo, a " grim reality," 
as Mr. Nelson describes their situa
tion. "We're here to make noise for 
the rights of the Haitians when no 
one else is really making it," he 
says of his work. Referring to the 
growing tension between African
Americans and Hispanics in south 
Florida over jobs and housing, he 
adds, "Of course , we ' re also 
stressing reconciliation." 

Mr. Nelson is one of the few 
church and community workers 
who is assigned directly from the 
National Division, stemming from 
the division' s special concern sev
eral years ago about immigration 
problems in Florida. The son of 
United Methodist missionaries to 
Costa Rica, Mr. Nelson fears that 
both church and society are losing 
interest in the fate of newcomers. 
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National Mission in North 
Carolina 
Race is also a factor in Robeson 
County, NC, where church and 
community workers Brenda and 
Richard Connelly have been post
ed for four years . Ms. Connelly is 
director of the Church and Com
munity Center in Lumberton, 
which she says is one of the "very 

- few" private facilities serving all 
three races in Robeson County
White, Black and Native American. 

Ms . Connelly describes the 
Church and Community Center as 
an all-purpose ministry, providing 
emergency relief, food, clothing 
and shelter to needy families as 
well as concentrating on develop
ment issues. The national mission 
worker is very proud of the center's 
teen and adult literary projects. A 
recent innovation has been Jubilee 
House, a housing program pat
terned after Habitat for Humanity, 
in which volunteers help rehabili
tate homes for families in need. 
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Church and community worker, 
Jocelyn Roper. 

Church and community worker, 
Craig Nelson 

Vickie Sigmon, who is a church and 
community worker with Yokefellow 
Prison Ministries , exchanges viewpoints 
with a guard at the Guilford I 
Correctional Institution in North Carolina . 

"This has been one of our strongest 
programs," Ms. Connelly ob
serves, "and it has provided critic
ally needed community linkages at 
a crucial time." 

Ms. Barnes and workers in the 
field feel that the nature of the 
church and community ministry 
evolves with social change. "The 
type of request for mission we're 
getting is different," says the pro
gram coordinator, "more focused 
on long-term economic develop
ment." 

"The last few years have seen a 
major remaking of American so
ciety," she continues, "especially 
in rural America, where communi
ties are faltering badly, and in 
certain parts of the Rust Belt where 
jobs aren't there anymore." 

One of the most significant 
changes in mission focus is repre
sented by what she calls "people 
on the move" -the refugees and 
the homeless-both in the cities 
and in suburban and rural com-

munities. Yet, simultaneously, the 
church is called to respond to what 
she calls "rapidly emerging justice 
issues" as well as to the acute need 
for recruiting more ethnic minority 
church and community workers. 

Ms. Barnes says that these shifts 
necessarily portend an evolution in 
the church's mission, and she 
adds, ''The question is: How do we 
in the church go about remaking 
these communities?" 

While the church grapples for 
solutions to these emerging mis
sion challenges, the church and 
community workers themselves 
will still be "back up in the 
hollers," out on the prairies and in 
the inner cities of America, strug
gling to bind up the wounds of 
their communities and forging 
bonds with the church. o 

James R. Owen, a New York City
based journalist, is a contributing edi
tor to New World Outlook. 

Brenda and Rick Connelly are church and community workers in Robeson County, 
NC. Brenda is the director of the Robeson County Church and Community Center. 
Rick is a contractor and oversees the home building and improvement activities of the 
center. The Connellys are the only married couple in the National Division's Church 
and Community Workers Program. 
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OVERCOMING MENTAL ILLNESS 
AT FOUNTAIN HOUSE 

"My life changed from the 
moment I first walked 
through the doors at 

Fountain House." 

by GENELL Y. POITRAS 

Genell Poitras sits in on discussion among members at Fountain House. Opposite page: Learning to function in a group or as 
part of a team is an important social skill . 

After the early morning rain, the 
green of the trees appeared more 
vivid than usual. It was a bright, 
sunny day in May 1986, in Seoul, 
South Korea . But as Ms. Kim 
stepped off the bus and walked up 
the alley, she wasn't thinking 
about the beautiful spring weather. 
She was apprehensive. Should she 
tum back? No, she couldn't disap
point her parents or the doctor who 
had suggested that she come. 

Ms. Kim was on her way to 
Fountain House, a newly opened 
center for people with mental and 
emotional problems. Her illness 
had come on during her last year of 
high school and had prevented her 
graduation. Since that time, al
ready five years ago, she had been 
on medication and under a doctor' s 
care. Later, recalling that May 

morning, she would say, "My life 
changed from the moment I first 
walked through the doors at Foun
tain House. I began to dream 
again." 

The Fountain House in Seoul is 
operated by the Taiwha Christian 
Social Center, a pioneering social 
service program founded in 1921 
by Mary Myers, a missionary of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. Since 1963, the Taiwha 
Center has been an indigenous 
operation of the Korean Methodist 
Church. The first Fountain House 
was started in New York City in 
1948 by several former mental 
patients and social workers who 
felt the need for a new approach to 
the treatment of persons suffering 
from mental illness. Up to that 
time, apart from those who had 
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acute attacks and recovered, most 
mentally ill persons spent a lifetime 
in mental institutions. These 
Fountain House dreamers dared to 
think that they could become pro
ductive members of society once 
more if they could have the oppor
tunity and supfort necessary to 
re-learn socia and vocational 
skills. 

That first house became the 
model for the programs of more 
than 233 "clubhouses" in 39 states 
of the United States and 16 other 
locations in 12 countries. The club
houses keep in regular contact with 
the "parent" house and exchange 
publications with one other. For 
several years, Fountain House in 
New York has sponsored three
week training seminars for those 
planning to begin similar pro-
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. . . the person with 
the illness must be 
an active participant 
in the healing 
process. 

The fellowship experienced at Fountain House lingers on even after members have settled back into the larger society. 

grams. It has been through these 
contacts that the programs in the 
countries outside of the United 
States have begun. 

Prior to the opening of the Seoul 
program, the only help available to 
persons with mental illness in 
Korea was either by admission to 

participate in all its activities. This 
active involvement not only fosters 
a sense of being needed, but also 
stimulates learning the ability to 
manage tasks. A support group of 
peers beyond one's immediate 
family spontaneously emerges. 

the psychiatric wards at hospitals Fulfilling A Dream 
or their out-patient clinics, usually Mr. Min had been an inpatient in 
through weekly visits for counsel- the psychiatric ward of a hospital 
ing and medication. When medical for three months when his doctor 
intervention seemed ineffective, felt he had recovered enough to be 
many families sought religious aid discharged, yet he was not ready to 
by sending their afflicted members return to college. Since he needed 
to prayer retreat centers where the activity to fill his time and provide 
evil spirits, believed to cause the social contacts, his social worker 
illness, were to be exorcised by recommended Fountain House. 
fasting, the laying on of hands, and Mr. Min was the youngest and 
prayer. Patients had no voice in the only son in a family of five. In 
treatment. By contrast, the funda- describing himself he said he had 
mental concept of the Fountain always been shy and that his family 
House model of rehabilitation was over- protective. After enter
stresses that the person with the ing college, he found that he 
illness must be an active partici- became progressively more with
pant in the healing process. drawn and unable to make friends . 

The word "patient" is not a part By the end of his first year, he had 
of the clubhouse vocabulary. Each become so depressed that his fami
r,erson who comes is known as a ly admitted him to a hospital 
'member" and is therefore expect- where, through counseling and 

ed to come daily to the clubhouse, medication, he began to improve. 
to help run the program and to From the first day he passed 
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through the doors of Fountain 
House, he became an active mem
ber, participating in all the pro
grams. He worked in the kitcften, 
helped in the office, participated in 
publishing the weekly newsletter 
and a quarterly literary magazine. 
After a year at the clubhouse, Mr. 
Min was ready to return to college 
(in March of 1987). During the 
subsequent two years, he served 
on the student council and chaired 
the committee organizing the an
nual school carnival. During sum
mer vacations he worked at tem
porary jobs to earn money toward 
his tuition expenses. 

He still visits Fountain House, 
often bringing a bag of fruit or a box 
of cookies, to encourage the pres
ent members and to show his 
gratefulness to the staff and mem
bers for their help in his recovery. 
Although he is still on medication, 
his doctor has placed him on trial 
periods without medicine. This 
year Mr. Min will graduate with a 
degree in accounting-a dream 
interrupted, but finally fulfilled . 

Adjusting to the Work World 
Fountain House members partici-



pate in a vocational program es
sential to social rehabilitation. At 
the clubhouse, members gain work 
experience by running a thrift 
shop, managing the food service, 
and working in the leather craft 
shop. Part-time jobs are also ar
ranged in the community. 

One of the members, Mr. Pak, 
now works full-time in his broth
er' s restaurant. Mr. Pak was 35, 
married and the father of a young 
son, when he found his way to 
Fountain House shortly after it 
opened. His illness dated from his 
college years, and he was unable to 
finish his education. 

Before coming to Fountain 
House, he had tried a number of 
jobs but could not hold them for a 
sustained period of time. He was 
often left to care for his small son 
when his wife went shopping. The 
neighbors made fun of his being at 
home while other men went to 
work. Once a newcomer to the 
neighborhood even reported him 
to the police, suspecting he might 
be a North Korean spy. Of course, 
when the police came to investi
gate, they discovered that he was 
not only a long-time resident but 
also had a history of mental illness. 
These incidents were embarrassing 
and left him feeling even more 
inadequate. 

Coming to Fountain House 
began a gradual change in his life. 
He now had a place to go each day 
with something useful to do. He 
became involved in every aspect of 
the program. Mr. Pak says of his 
experience, "I came to understand 
other people and their situations. I 
also learned how to work with 
others and relate to them in a 
positive way. I learned many social 
skills which I had never possessed. 
And through working in varied 
areas I began to feel confidence in 
myself and my potential for full-

time employment." 
After a year and a half of going to 

the clubhouse, Mr. Pak left to work 
in his brother's restaurant. On his 
most recent visit he reported that 
his brother has given him increas
ing responsibility, often leaving 
Mr. Pak in charge of the restaurant 
while the brother goes out to 
attend to other business. 

Since the program is so new, and 
because Koreans are still reluctant 
to acknowledge mental illness in 
the family, the consciousness-rais
ing activities of the program are of 
vital importance. Through month
ly family seminar meetings, mem
bers and their families are building 
a support system and learning 
more positive ways of coping with 
mental illness. 

The number of people being 
treated for mental illness in Korea 
has been steadily increasing during 
the 1980s. At the Seoul National 
Mental Hospital, there has been 
67.7 percent increase in persons 
being treated for mental illness 
since 1980. The director of the 
hospital believes that the increase 
indicates changing perceptions 
and conceptions, and that more 
people are seeking medical treat
ment for mental illness, a condition 
traditionally kept secret. 

Ms. Kim, Mr. Min and Mr. Pak, 
together with the 175 people who 
have become members since 
Fountain House opened three 
years ago, have found new reason 
to hope. o 

Genell Y. Poitras is a United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries 
missionary in Korea. She is staff at the 
Taiwha Christian Society Center. 

Existence 
How shall we exist? 
I have thought about my own life. 
I am a vessel given by God. 
Until now, instead of accepting my 
own I have envied, 
Been jealous and coveted that of 
another. 
I shall take the beautiful vessel 
God has given me, shine it and 
make plans for the future . 
And dream of a better day. 

Written by a Fountain House member 
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Church Heads Off 
Social turmoil 
spills over to 
Bay Islands. 

by PAUL JEFFREY 

Long before the tourists came, the 
Bay Islands belonged to Nolvia 
Garcia's ancestors. Today, against 
a variety of obstacles, she is strug
gling to get back a small piece of 
what she believes is hers, and the 
church has joined her in her strug
gle. 

Ms. Garcia lives just off the 
Caribbean coast of Honduras on 
Roatan, the largest of the Bay 
Islands. Well known to travel 
a~ents and vacationing scuba 
divers as a tourist paradise just 
hours away from the southern 
United States, Roatan's countless 
bays and reef-ringed cays provide 
endless solitude and beauty for 
those who can afford the price. 

Down the beach from the resort 
cabins and mahogany bars, Ms. 
Garcia and her neighbors live on a 
part of the island few tourists see. 
Their poverty and illiteracy are not 
flaunted by tourist brochures. 

Historical Plays for Land 
Trouble began for Nolvia Garcia's 
ancestors with the arrival of the 
Bay Islands' first "tourist" -Chris
topher Columbus. He landed on 
one of the islands in 1502, finding 
the area more heavily populated 
than it is today. Archeological 
evidence indicates that the islands 
had been inhabited by Paya Indi
ans for thousands of years before 
the Spaniards arrived. The original 
residents had carried on extensive 
trade with Mayan communities on 
the mainland. 

The area's "discovery" by Co
lumbus had tragic consequences 
for the islanders. Slave traders 
soon arrived to replace local na
tives who were dying out. The 
Indians were packed off to the 
fields and mines of Cuba and 
Hispaniola. Some islanders fled to 
the mainland. 

As the population dwindled, 
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pirates and buccaneers from Eu
rope arrived to take advantage of 
the safe haven offered by the 
islands' bays and coves. Later, they 
were followed by the British, who 
constructed military bases on the 
islands. Immigrants from other 
Caribbean islands also arrived, 
bringing along their black slaves. 
In 1797, when British planters on 
St. Vincent feared slave uprisings, 
they deported some 5,000 Gari
fonas-a mixed African-Indian 
group-to the Bay Islands. 

Today, the population is largely 
descended from Garifonas, pi
rates, and white English settlers. 

The main language is English, and 
the towns bear names like French 
Harbor, Oak Ridge, and Coxen's 
Hole. The islands are a Protestant 
stronghold-the Bay Islands have 
12 Methodist churches--and the 
residents identify culturally more 
with the United States than with 
the Catholic, Spanish-speaking 
mainland of Honduras. 

Social turmoil brewing through
out the region spills over to Bay 
Islands. As economic conditions 
deteriorate in Honduras, destitute 
rural farmers are stepping up land 
invasions as they search for ways 
to survive. Even in the secluded 
Bay Islands paradise, Spanish-



and 

speaking mainlanders (mestizos) 
have crossed the water to seize 
land. Land struggles have exacer
bated racial and class tensions on 
the islands. Early this year a gov
ernment security force's post was 
seized by islanders, retaken by 
reinforcements from the mainland, 
then burned to the ground by 
unknown perpetrators. 

Reclaiming a Piece of Island 
Nolvia Garcia was one of the first of 

the Paya Indian descendants to 
return to Bay Islands from the 
mainland. Now 23 years old, she 
was six years old when she came to 
Roatan Island. Her family joined 
two other mainland families that 
had moved onto a remote and 
unoccupied section of land called 
Mt . Pleasant, located on the 
water's edge between French Har
bor and Coxen' s Hole. They fished, 
gathered coconuts, and got jobs in 
a local shrimp packing plant. Their 
lives were simple but more com
fortable than they were on the 
mainland. Although the land on 
the island did not legally belong to 
them, it had belonged to their 
Indian ancestors centuries before. 
The new residents made them
selves at home. 

As reports of their new life 
spread back home, relatives and 
friends slowly arrived, adding to 
the community. The burgeoning 
settlement soon provoked fear 
among the traditional island resi
dents, and efforts began to remove 
what the islanders disparagingly 
called the "Indians." But the in
vaders from the mainland tena
ciously resisted. As Ms. Garcia 
says, "God gave us dignity as 
human beings, and no one can take 
that away from us." The struggle of 
the mestizos soon earned the com
munity the nickname Los Fuertes
"The Strong." 

In an early attempt to assist the 
squatters at Mt. Pleasant to im
prove their living conditions, an 
ecumenical committee of island 
pastors organized the Roatan Vo
cational School in the early 1970s. 
With funding from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), the group purchased 
160 acres of land for the Los Fuertes 
community, built two small class
room buildings, and purchased a 
(Continued on p. 38) 
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WHY STUDY ISLAM? 

At a time when the knowledge of the history of 
Christianity and biblical literacy are not exactly at a high 
point among professing Christians, the question inevita
bly arises, ''Why study Islam?" Instead, should we not be 
encouraging time spent in Bible study and magnifying 
the resources to assist that endeavor so that more of us 
who claim to be Christian have a better knowledge and 
understanding of just what it is that we believe? 

Of course the answer is yes we should-and 
must-be about the business of Christian nurture, 
growth and enlightenment, but not in a vacuum nor in 
myopic isolation. If that need was not readily apparent 
in the past, it should be obvious now. The recent 
onrush of mighty global winds serves to remind us that 
the Holy Spirit from God addresses us not in national or 
religious closets but in international, interfaith con
texts. 

The publication of Salman Rushdie's The Satanic 
Verses sparked bloody demonstrations of Muslim 
outrage throughout the world, culminating in a 
multimillion dollar reward offered to the author's 
assassin by the late Ayatollah Khomeini. The book was 
pulled from the shelves of bookstores in England and 
the United States. Fellow authors in both countries 
arose to take their protest against censorship and the 
denial of freedom of speech into the streets. But few 
non-Muslim voices were heard seeking to understand 
the deep offense to faith caused by Mr. Rushdie's words 
and images. 

The Rushdie affair highlights the wide gap that still 
divides Christians and Muslims, a division spanning 
centuries of often bloody history. The division has 
immediate religious relevance and political conse
quence. Enlightened discernment of human affairs, 
either in foreign policy or in global mission, is 
impossible apart from an understanding of the faith of 
Islam. 

Historical memory is either short or absent among the 
majority of Christians. In mid-summer, the Sunday 
travel section of The New York Times invited travelers to 
visit southern Turkey and the island of Rhodes to follow 

"in the steps of the Crusaders." Those who are not held 
hostage by a fear of flying engendered by the possible 
actions of "Muslim terrorists" might be tempted to 
accept the tourist offer to retrace the steps of those 
Christian Crusaders of old who bragged that the blood 
of infidels, women and children included, flowed as 
high and deep as their horses' stirrups. 

Today one out of five of God's children-a billion 
people worldwide-are Muslim believers who practice 
the faith of Islam. The nations with nearly 100 percent 
Muslim populations comprise a list of political pressure 
points around the world, including Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Jordan, Pakistan, Sene
gal, Somalia, Turkey and North and South Yemen. Yet, 
as Ward L. Kaiser pointed out in the July-August issue 
of New World Outlook, the United States government has 
no specialist on Islam. 

Moving from percentages to numbers, the largest 
concentrations of Muslims are found in unexpected 
places, none of which are Arab states, contrary to 
popular belief among Americans: 145 million in 
Indonesia; 92 million in Pakistan; 90 million each in 
Bangladesh and India; 50 million in the Soviet Union as 
well as in Turke:y. And there are three million Muslims 
on the North American continent, most of whom are 
American or Canadian citizens. We cannot really know 
our continental or global neighbors apart from having 
some knowledge of the faith of Islam. 

Why study Islam? To be true to our calling to be 
enlightened, responsible Christian disciples in God's 
world. Our faithful response to the Great Commission 
from Jesus and our conduct of mission partnership with 
God is directly related to interfaith enlightenment and 
understanding. 

Why study Islam? To bear witness not only that we 
are children of God but also to lead us into relationship 
and community with those other children made in God's 
image for whom the name of God is "Allah." 

-James R. McGraw 
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the largest numbers of 
Muslims are to be found 
outside the Middle East. 

Islam is one of the world' s "great" 
religions both in terms of its nu
merical strength-Muslims num
ber about one billion, second only 
to Christianity's 1.4 billion-and 
by · virtue of the impact of its 
message. Like Christianity, Islam 
makes universal claims and tran
scends national and ethnic distinc
tions. Also, like its Christian sister 
in the Abrahamic tradition, Islam 
spread from its birthplace in the 
Middle East through the efforts of 
missionaries and migrants and 
merchants and mercenaries . Today 
there are Muslim communities in 
virtually every part of the inhabited 
world, although most Muslims live 
in Asia and Africa. 

If Christianity is often erron
eously characterized as a Western 
or European religion, even though 
it was born in the Middle East and 
is growing most rapidly in societies 
outside the industrial West, Islam 
is often identified in a misleading 
way as Middle Eastern or Arab. 
Despite the fact that Muslims con
stitute sizeable majorities in almost 
all Arab countries, the largest num
bers of Muslims are to be found 
outside the Middle East. 

In the United States, there are 
(depending on whose estimates 
one accepts) anywhere from three 
to six million Islamic believers. 
Most are immigrants or the de
scendants of Muslim immigrants 
from the Middle East or southern 
Asia, but there is also a small but 
steady stream of converts from 

by DALE L. BISHOP 

other faiths, most often Christian
ity. According to some observers, 
Muslims may by the turn of the 
century outnumber Jews in North 
America. 

Principle Beliefs 
Islam is often depicted, not always 
complimentarily, as a simple reli
gion. It is certainly true tnat the 
duties of the Muslim believer are 
clear and straightforward. But the 
theological pillar of faith, the con
cept of tawhid, the unity of God, is 
so profound and far-reaching. 
Islam is more than a coherent set of 
religious tenets; it is an integrated 
approach to life based upon belief 
in the absolute unity and sov
ereignty of God. 

It is perhaps best to begin with 
the shanadah, the statement of faith 
that is repeated every time Mus
lims pray and on every occasion of 
solemn significance. It is a simple 
but powerful affirmation: "I con
fess (or witness) that there is no 
god except God, and Muhammad 
is the Messenger of God." This 
statement of faith, the sincere 
repetition of which is sufficient for 
acceptance into the Islamic com
munity, includes two central affir
mations: the first about God, the 
second about the manner of the 
revelation of divine will to human
ity. 

Before discussing the message, it 
will be useful to look briefly at the 
role of the messenger, since this role 
is critical to an understanding not 

only of Islamic beliefs but also to an 
understanding of how Muslims see 
their faith in relation to Judaism and 
Christianity. Muslims share with 
Christians and Jews the belief in 
prophets, men who were chosen by 
God to convey the revelation of 
divine will to humanity. Among the 
prophets recognized by the Islamic 
tradition are Abraham, Noah, 
Moses, Joseph, John the Baptist, 
and Jesus. However, only a few 
r,rophets are accorded the title of 
'messenger," those from whom 

holy books emerged: Moses (the 
Talmud), Jesus (the New Testa
ment) and Muhammad (the Qur' an, 
Koran or Quran). 

In Islamic belief, Muhammad is 
the "seal of the Prophets," the one 
through whom God conveyed his 
full and sufficient revelation, en
capsulating and perfecting the rev
elations that had been imperfectly 
recorded by the followers of the 
earlier messengers. God' s revela
tions first came to Muhammad in 
the solitude of a cave near Mecca 
and continued to come to him after 
reaction to his activities had forced 
his flight from Mecca to Medina in 
622 A. D. His followers collected 
these utterances into the Qur'an, 
or Recitation. Just as Christians 
believe that the person of Jesus 
Christ is the most complete revela
tion of the nature of God, Muslims 
believe that the Qur' an contains 
the full revelation of God's will for 
humanity. That Muhammad was, 
according to Islamic tradition, illit-
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Top: Ablution is a routine practice among Muslims . Above: A mosque in Dakar, 
Senegal. Inset: A Muslim boy in Zing, Nigeria displays verses . 



erate, only emphasizes the divine 
nature of the revelation sent 
through him. Belief in the validity 
and the inerrancy of the Qur' an, 
therefore, is an essential and indis
pensable tenet of the Islamic faith. 

The first part of the shahadah, the 
core of the message conveyed 
through Muhammad, indicates the 
radical monotheism of Islam . 
God's unity precludes shirk, the 
association of anything or anyone 
with God. God is splendidly soli
tary in power and wisdom. This 
radical monotheism ran contrary 
ooth to pre-Islamic Arabian beliefs 
in a multiplicity of deities and also 
to trinitarian Christianity, whose 
"God is Three Persons" suggested 
shirk to early Muslim theologians . 
According to Islamic belief, God 
"neither begets nor is begotten." 
Thus, although Muslims revere 
Jesus as a "messenger," they can
not accept the formulation "Son of 
God." 

The unity and sovereignty of 
God imply as well the unity and the 
equality of human beings, whose 
fu11 humanity is expressed in de
votion to and service of God. The 
word Islam itself means "submis
sion" (to God) . Islam, which like its 
Semitic cognate shalom carries also 
the sense of "wholeness," is best 
achieved within the context of 
community, the 'Ummah, which 
transcends nation, language, eth
nicity-all the artificial barriers that 
separate human beings. Indeed, 
many contemporary Muslims re
gard nationalism, the excessive 
attachment to the contemporary 
nation-state, to be a form of shirk, 
in that it posits an alternative to 
God as the recipient of devotion 
and, moreover, is destructive of 
the wider community of the 
'Ummah through its imposition of 
artificial boundaries even within 
the realm of Islam. Materialism and 

Left: Muslims at prayer in Palembang, Indonesia . 
Below: Muslims in Pakistan . 

individualism run rampant would 
similarly fall into the category of 
shirk. 

As in Christianity and Judaism, 
Islam holds that there are conse
quences for one's sins. God, de
scribed in the most frequent invo
cation of God's name as compas
sionate and merciful, is also just. 
Judgment, which according to one 
Qur' anic formulatiort "belongs to 
God alone," is applied both to 
individuals and to communities. 
One of the most frequently recur
ring themes of the Qur' an is the 
imminence of the "day of judg
ment," when those who have 
sought to follow the will of God 
will be rewarded and those who 
have not will receive their punish
ment. Human beings are capable of 
choosing between good and evil, 
but the question of free will and 
predestination has been as vexing 
to Muslim theologians as it has 
been to Christians. 

God's justice also has profound 
social implications . ·Rulers and 
governments are deemed legiti
mate or illegitimate in accordance 
with their adherence to the princi
ples of justice laid out in the 
Qur' an. One of the most pressing 
issues within the Islamic 'Ummah is 
the question of Islamic govern
ment. Although most countries 
with substantial Muslim majorities 
have attempted to incorporate an 
Islamic ethos in their societies, 
there is continuing controversy 
about how the Islamic state is to be 
realized . The diversity of 
models-Iran, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Libya-as well as other less 
explicit approaches-suggest that 
this will continue to be a matter of 
urgent debate among Muslims. 

Islam," are, in a sense, practices 
which flow from the overarching 
principle of tawhid, God' s unity 
and sovereignty . They are in 
themselves intrinsically good 
deeds; they also convey a strong 
sense of the ethos of the dedicated 
Muslim life. The first of the five 
pillars is the confession of faith, the 
shahadah, followed by prayer, 
almsgiving, fasting and pilgrim
age. 

Salat, or prayer, is to be per
formed five times daily: at dawn, 
noon, afternoon, sunset and at 
night. Prayer may be performed 
anywhere----even on a busy street 
corner-provided that the believer 
has performed the required ritual 
ablution, symbolizing spiritual pu
rity, and that he or she is pointed in 
the direc ion of Mecca. Prayer has 
both a communal and an individu
al dimension, but the frequency of 
the required prayers, their fixed 
schedule and their prescribed con
tent suggest an emphasis on the 
communal. Prayer involves not 
only saying words but also vigor
ous and meaningful body move
ments: standing, bowing, kneeling 
and prostration. When Muslims 
pray together in the masjid, or 
mosque (literally a "place of pros
tration" ), these movements are 
coordinated in an impressive dis
play of communal solidarity. There 
are no solo acts, no star per
formers-only a community of 
equals bowing before and praying 
to their Crea tor. 

Islam's strong egalitarian thrust 
and its encouragement of social 
responsibility is exemplified in the 
requirement of almsgiving, zakat. 
In some Islamic societies, the zakat 
is imposed as a form of govern
mental taxation; in others it is 

The Five Pillars of Islam voluntary. 
The duties of Muslims, often de- Muslims observe a month-long 
scribed as " the five pillars of fast each year during the month of 
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Ramadan. During this month of 
fasting, all physically able adults 
abstain from eating and drinking 
during daylight hours between 
sunrise and sunset. Because of the 
difference between the Islamic 
lunar calendar and the Western 
solar calendar, Ramadan varies 
from year to year in terms of where 
it falls in the Western calendar. 

As with prayer, the fast, or sawm, 
has both individual and communal 
implications. For the individual, 
the fast is seen as an effort to 
cleanse oneself of selfishness and 
self-centeredness. At the same 
time, fasting enables the believer to 
focus his or her thoughts on God, 
free from the distractions of daily 
life. Ramadan also is an experience 
for the entire community. Rich and 
poor alike participate: family and 
community gatherings punctuate 
the period of fasting both in the 
evening iftar, the breaking of the 
fast at sunset, and in the 'id al-fitr, 
the day after the conclusion of the 
fast. During this holiday, gifts are 
exchanged, new clothes are worn, 
and new beginnings are celebrated 
as Muslims emerge from the fast
ing spiritually strengthened. 

Finally, Muslims are encouraged 
to make the pilgrimage to Mecca, 
called the hajj, at least once during 
their lifetime, assuming that they 
are financially able to do so. The 
hajj, which must be made during 
the specified month of pilgrimage 
in the Islamic calendar, is the most 
explicit manifestation of the uni
versality of the Islamic community 
or 'ummah. Muslims from the far 
reaches of the Islamic world, 
speaking a variety of languages, 
rich and poor, males and females, 
gather together as equals in one 
community to perform the rites 
associated with the pilgrimage. 
Their equality is signified by their 
attire. Once within the sacred 
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precincts, all pilgrims are required 
to wear simple, white garments. 
Men wear no head coverings; 
women are not veiled. 

The pilgrimage rites themselves 
center upon walking around the 
I<a'ba, an ancient shrine that Mus
liins believe was established by 
Abraham and the first sanctuary 
devoted to God. Other significant 
events in the faith are also commem
orated: the exile of Hagar and her 
son Ishmael, Muhammad's final 
pilgrimage, Abraham's rejection of 
th~ temptation of idolatry, the 
sacrifice of Abraham's son Ish
mael, an act that represents ulti
mate devotion to God. Muslims 
who have completed the hajj are 
called hajjis and are accorded spe
cial status and respect in their local 
communities. 

Islam's Diversity 
Although there has been a high 
degree of cohesiveness within the 
Islamic community around the 
central tenets of the faith, differ
ences about the question of leader
ship did arise soon after Muham
mad' s death. Muhammad had 
functioned as both a religious and a 
political leader. Since there was no 
consensus within the community 
as to the means of selecting his 
successor, a dispute arose among 
his followers over who should 
succeed him and how that choice 
should be made. The leading mem
bers of the community ultimately 
chose a successor (khalifah) named 
Abu Bakr, following the tribal 
tradition of election to leadership 
of a respected member of the 
community. That decision marked 
the beginning of a division within 
Muslim ranks between those who 
approved the election of a succes
sor and those who felt that the 
leadership should reside in the 
"House of the Prophet." The can-

Muslims are spread throughout the 
world (New Delhi street scene on 
opposite page, top left, and the Jama 
Masjid Mosque in Lahore, Pakistan on 
opposite page, bottom). Opposite page, 
top right: This Islamic worship service 
is being held in an Afghan refugee 
camp. The mosque to the left is in 
Teaneck, NJ. 

Today Shiites 
comprise roughly 
10 percent 
of the Islamic 
community. 

didate of this latter group was 'Ali, 
the Prophet's cousin and son-in
law. Although 'Ali was eventually 
elected as the fourth Caliph, he 
was murdered after a brief tenure, 
and a rival member of another 
family then assumed the title. The 
members of the party (shi' ah) of ' Ali 
argued that 'Ali should have been 
succeeded by his son Hasan, and 
thus the lines of the dispute were 
clearly drawn. In 680 A.O. Ali' s 
second son, Husayan (his older 
brother had been murdered) at
tempted to claim the mantle of 
leadership, but he and his entou
rage were massacred on the plain 
of Karbala in present day Iraq by 
the forces of the Caliph. Each year 
on the tenth of Muharram, Shiite 
Muslims commemorate not only 
the martyrdom of Husayan but 
also the subsequent suffering of 
the Shiite community. 

According to the Ithna 'Ashari 
(" twelver") Shiites, the predomi
nant Shiite group in Iran, Iraq and 
Lebanon, the twelfth Imam, or 
divinely ordained leader of the 
community, also a descendant of 
'Ali, went into occulation, or "hid
denness ." Other groups of Shiites 
recognize only five Imams (the 
Zaydis) or seven Imams (the Ismai
lis) . It should be noted that the 
twelfth Imam did not die but rather 
disappeared from view. He con
tinues to be present in the world, 
just as the sun's rays warm the 

earth even when the sun is hidden 
behind a cloud. Shiites believe that 
the Twelfth Imam will manifest 
himself at the end of time as a 
charismatic leader who will unite 
the world of Islam under his 
victorious banner. 

This distinctive Shiite view has 
had its impact on the community' s 
political and legal theories . While 
Sunni (those who by self-defini
tion followed the sunnah, or custom 
of the Prophet) religious practice 
centers around the consensus of 
the community, Shiites have 
stressed the ability of learned 
scholars to discern the will of the 
hidden Imam. Among the most 
eminent of these scholars is the 
Ayatollah, a title that has become 
familiar in the West following the 
Iranian Revolution. 

Today Shiites comprise roughly 
10 percent of the Islamic communi
ty. They are most numerous in 
Iran, where they are 85-90 percent 
of the population, Iraq 60 percent, 
and Lebanon perhaps 40 percent. 
Although in recent years Shiism 
has acquired the reputation of 
being more radical than the majori
ty Sunni branch, such generaliza
tions are misleading. For centuries, 
Shiism was regarded as quietist 
and fatalistic. The impact of devel
opments in Iran drew the revolu
tionary potential from the Shiite 
tradition. Similarly persistent in
justices in other Muslim societies 
have energized believers, whether 
they be Sunni or Shiite, to apply 
religious standards of justice and 
truth to their societies and to find in 
Islam an inspiration for righting 
the wrongs they observe. o 

Dale L. Bishop is regional secretary for 
the Middle East United Church Board 
for World Ministries and executive 
secretary for the Middle East Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) . 
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by Sue Robinson 

Though the old stereotypes of 
unfaithful wives being stoned to 
death and all women being forced 
to don the veil when reaching 
puberty are beginning to disap
pear, most Westerners still think of 
Islam as a religion that is particular
ly hard on women. Sensational 
books and articles continue to 
appear, often written by Western 
women whose marriages to Mus
lims have failed and who, tragical
ly, have lost custody of their 
children, sometimes by illegal 
means. Islam is still condemned as 
being a religion that permits J?Olyg
amy and allows a man to cfivorce 
his wife by simply proclaiming 
three times, "I divorce you." 

This is very unfair to Islam. It has 
been no more of a male-dominat
ed, woman-in- her-place religion 
(though it has been that) than has 
Christianity. American Christians 
would not appreciate having their 
faith in Christ judged and con
demned because of such national 
problems as rising divorce rates, 
battered women, abused children, 
and millions of women and chil
dren living in poverty. 

Many Muslim women who are 
militant in advocating equal rights 
for women in the home, religion, 
and society maintain that it is not 
the religion of Islam, as revealed in 
the Qur' an and preached by the 
Prophet Muhammad, that has 
caused Muslim women to be kept 
at home and treated as inferiors to 
men. In its early form, Islam did 
not teach or practice instant di
vorce, unfair distribution of inher
itance to women, or count a 
woman's testimony as only one
half as valid as a man's. Rather, the 
powerful patriarchal forces in Ara
bian society before the coming of 
Islam and those found in the 
societies and empires later con
quered by the Muslim armies sue-
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Many Muslim women . 
maintain that it is not 
the religion of Islam . . 
that has caused Muslim 
women to be kept at home. 
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ceeded, over the years, in re-es
tablishing their dominance. 

Male Muslim writers have al
ways claimed that Islam enhanced 
the status of women. To support 
their claims, they have listed such 
things as Islam's limiting the num
ber of wives, its prohibition of 
female infanticide and forced pros
titution, its making education and 
learning equally the duty of both 
males and females, its declaring 
null and void any marriage to 
which the woman did not consent, 
and. its making the dowry the 
property of the woman not of her 
father or her husband after mar
riage. 

In Women and Islam (Pergamon 
Press, 1982), the Muslim woman 
scholar, Dr. Azizah al-Hibri, cited 
the example of Omar Ibn al-Khat
tab, the first Caliph after the death 
of the Prophet Muhammad, who 
once exclaimed, "By God, we did 
not use to pay attention to women 
in Jahiliyyah (the time of igno
rance) until God said about them in 
the Qur'an what is said, and gave 
them their share in matters. " This 
same Caliph preached at a Friday 
prayer service and suggested that 
dowries be reduced to a symbolic 
sum. An old woman, rising at the 
back of the mosque, objected, 
"You shall not take away what God 
has given us. " Then she recited the 
Qur' anic passage that gives the 
woman the right to set her own 
dowry and keep it as her personal 
property. The caliph backed down, 
saying, "A woman is right, and 
Omar is wrong." 

Dr. al--Hibri maintains that, in 
spite of all its oppressiveness, 
Islamic patriarchy continued to 
view women as capable (though 
dangerous) beings. But with the 
rise of Western ideology, Arab 
patriarchy at last became infected 
with the idea that women were 

Dr. al-Hirbri maintains that in spite of all its oppressiveness, 
Islamic patriarchy continues to view women as capable beings . 
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inferior beings. 
In addition, Dr. al-Hibri believes 

that the Prophet Muhammad made 
a brave and successful attempt to 
undercut patriarchy. She points 
out that the major contribution of 
Islam towards defeating patriarchy 
does not lie in its having brought 
many reforms favorable to women. 
Instead, it lies in the fact that 
"Islam replaced the 'paternal bond' 
of Jahiliyyah totally by the religious 
bond within which everyone
male and female, black and white, 
young or old, rich or poor-is 
equal." 

Today it would be hard to find a 
Muslim country where women are 
not speaking out, defining and 
claiming their rightful place in 
religion and society, writing their 
own "history." Westerners need to 
be reminded that, throughout Is
lamic history, there have been 
women who have stood up and 
stood out. 

Rabiah Balkhi, a medieval Af
ghani poet and princess, rode a 
swift horse onto a field of combat 
and carried off her slave lover, 
saving him from being killed by a 
mercenary of her brother, the king. 

In the history of Muslim mysti
cism, women saints made their 
appearance at a very early period, 
and sainthood was bestowed on 
women as much as on men . 
Among the "friends of God," as 
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Muslim mystics were known, there 
was complete equality among the 
sexes. Rabi' a al-' Adawiyya of 
Basra (in what is now Iraq) is one of 
the most well-known mystics of all 
times. Born in 712 A.D., she lived 
for 89 years and was described by 
one of her biographers as "pre-em
inent and experienced in grace and 
goodness." Although Rabi'a re
ceived many offers of marriage, 
she rejected them all, sure that only 
in celibacy could she pursue her 
quest unhindered. Her devotion to 
God is reflected in one of her 
prayers: 

0 my God, my concern and 
my desire in this world is 
that I should remember Thee 
above all the things of 
this world, and in the next, 
that out of all who are 
in that world, I should meet 
with Thee alone. This is 
what I would say, "Thy will 
be done." 
Born in Istanbul in 1883, Halide 

Edib Adivar grew up in the old 
aristocratic society of the Ottoman 
Empire. After being educated at 
home by English governesses and 
Turkish religious shaykhs, she 
went to the American College for 
Girls. Both she and her first hus
band wrote for the liberal newspa
per Tanine. Her specialities were 
literary criticism and articles about 
women's emancipation, but she 
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she was also a very popular novel
ist. ~onsidered one of the most 
prominent intellectuals of the time 
by many modem Turkish histori
ans, Halide Edib was also an active 
nationalist. During the First World 
War, she organized schools and 
orphanages in Syria and Lebanon 
for thousands of refugee children 
left homeless, and was one of the 
first Turkish women to become a 
public figure and national heroine. 

Umm Kulthum, the world-fa
mous Egyptian singer, was born in 
1910 in a poor village in the 
Egyptian Delta. Her father, a reli
gious shaykh, soon realized that 
she had a voice of tremendous 
power and range; so, from the time 
she was very young, he took her to 
religious celebrations and had her 
sing with him. During her teenage 
years, Umm Kulthum's father 
made her dress in men's clothing 
when she sang in public, but later 
he allowed her to sing, even in 
Cairo, dressed in women's cloth
ing and unveiled. When Umm 
Kulthum died in 1975, Cairo Radio 
chanted the Qur' an, following the 
news, an honor usually reserved 
for heads of state. Millions of 
people all over the Arab world 
mourned the death of one of the 
greatest artists of the Middle East 
in modem times. 

In many Muslim countries, 
women have participated fully in 

their people's struggles for libera
tion from colonial powers or occu
pation forces. Algerian women 
played an important part in their 
revolution alongside the men. 
Since the occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza in 1967, Palestinian 
women, both Muslim and Chris
tian, have joined together to pro
vide social services, education, and 
health care for their people, partic
ularly in the refugee camps. When 
the current uprising began in 1987, 
these grassroots organizations 
provided necessary leaders and 
infrastructures for the intifadah, 
which Palestinian women continue 
to support. 

In their struggle for emancipa
tion and equal rights, Muslim 
women, including the most mili
tant feminists, do not wish simply 
to copy the Western women's 
liberation movement. Together 
with the men, young people, and 
children of their societies Muslim 
women want to transform the 
present political, economic and 
cultural systems. Far from attack
ing Islam as a reactionary, oppress
ive religion, the women long to see 
the application of those principles 
of social equality, freedom, and 
justice at the heart of Islamic 
teaching. o 
Sue Robinson is a General Board of 
Global Ministries missionary working 
in Sierra Leone. 

Today it would be 
hard to find a 
Muslim country 
where women are 
not speaking 
out .... 

Opposite page: Muslim women at 
prayer in the Philippines . 

Islamic believers outside the Jama Masjid 
Mosque in New Delhi. 
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LET'S TALK: 

Christ.ans 
an 
uslims 
by Dorothy R. Gilbert 

The Sunday evening fellowship of ence of teachers in the Protestant 
Bo, Sierra Leone, had gathered for elementary schools he attended. 
one of the Christian-Muslim dia- During the introductions, when 
logues we tried to hold every few one young man (known to his 
months. Some two dozen people fellow Christians as an ardent 
jammed the small living room. The evangelist) said his name was 
Imam (prayerleader) of the town's " Issa," the Imam exclaimed, 
largest mosque, his assistant, one "Brother, with that name, you'd 
or two older men and several better come back to Islam!" The 
young men represented the Mus- name is the Arabic version of Jesus , 
lims. The Christian semi-circle in- who is honored in the Quran as a 
eluded pastors and lay men and prophet. Issa had become a Chris
women of two races and four tian through the work of the 
nationalities-Danish, British, Scripture Union, which conducts 
American, and the majority from Bible studies among high school 
Sierra Leone. It also included a students. 
young Muslim sitting beside the Informal contacts alone, howev
Christian friend who had invited er well-intentioned, do not always 
him to the meeting. lead to enlightenment. Although 

As I listened to the introductions discussions are more or less 
that evening, I was struck by how friendly, one gets the impression 
different my own religious choice that neither party is listening to the 
and experience had been from other, and each is repeating cliches 
those of Sierra Leonean Christians. learned by rote: "You Christians 
I was raised in a Christian home pray to three gods." "You have 
and in the fellowship of the church, tampered with the Bible and dis
having been brought up in Meth- carded important parts." "Jesus 
odist parsonages in the United didn't die on the cross; God would 
States where Christians comprise never allow His prophet to be 
the majority of the population. I killed like that." 
never met a Muslim until I became Unfortunately, most Christians 
an adult. know even less about Islam than 

By contrast, Christians in Sierra Muslims know about Christianity 
Leone are a minority, nine percent and tend to fall back on such 
of the population compared to 49 brilliant rejoinders as "No we 
percent Muslim. Still, in a city like don't," or "Yes he did." Or else 
Bo, with its many churches and Christians will launch earnestly 
church-run schools, Muslims have into an evangelistic message with
ample contact with Christians . out knowing or considering that 
Most Sierra Leonean Christians beliefs that are of primary impor
have made a conscious choice tance for Christians are at the same 
between religious alternatives, time the most shocking to Mus
often against the opposition of lims, thereby cutting off communi
their Muslim families . For exam- cations at the very start. 
ple, Bishop Michael Keili of the I doubt that anyone's beliefs 
Sierra Leone Anglican Church was were changed during the interfaith 
born in a Muslim home and be- living-room dialogue. No Chris
came a Christian through the influ- tian in the room gave up any part of 
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his or her faith in the saving power 
of Jesus Christ, nor was any Mus
lim about to invite Jesus to come 
into his heart (unless, perhaps, the 
young man who came at his Chris
tian friend's invitation). But all 
were exposed to thoughtfully 
worded apologetic (defense of 
one's religion) with very little of the 
usual polemics (attack on another s 
religion). 

There were moments that high
lighted the stark difference in be
liefs. The Muslims thought it was 
ludicrous when one of the Chris
tians tried to describe how the 
spirit of Christ is present in his 
heart to guide and strengthen him. 
And Christians thought it was 
ridiculous when the Imam insisted 
that Jesus did not die on the cross; 
rather, at the last minute, God 
substituted someone else. But 
there is nothing funny about such 
interfaith witness. A Christian is 
brought to a fresh realization that 
without the cross there is no 
resurrection and wishes his or her 
Muslim friend could accept this. 
No doubt the Muslim friends are 
feeling the same way about the 
Christian, wishing he or she would 
"come back to Islam," which they 
believe to be the natural religion 
into which all human beings are 
born. 

As midnight approached, our 
hostess kept trying in vain to entice 
her talkative guests over to the 
teapot and snack table. Such meet
ings for interfaith exchange do not 
happen frequently, although West 
African coordinator for the Project 
for Christian-Muslim Relations in 
Africa, the Rev. John Loum, en
gages full time in the work of 
interfaith education and dialogue. 
Sierra Leone is one of the few 
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United Methodist missionary, Dorothy Gilbert finds herself at ease working with 
believers of various religions, but is enriched at Christian gatherings like the one she 
hosts in her home. 

countries in the world where one 
will find such a group of people 
drinking tea together. It is an 
achievement to be appreciated. 

Dialogue Components 
The skillful moderator of such an 
interfaith dialogue will start by 
bringing out the several points on 
which all participants can agree, 

. clearing up misunderstandings 
and false information along the 
way, and finally reaching those 
core beliefs that cannot and indeed 
should not be compromised. 

But the search for common 
agreement is more difficult than it 
would first appear. There are many 
points at which Muslim and Chris
tian beliefs are quite similar, yet at 
the same time quite different. The 
first point of apparent Christian
Muslim agreement is our common 
belief in the one God, creator of 
heaven and earth, the God who is 
all-knowing, all-powerful, righ
teous and just, yet compassionate 
and merciful. Yet Muslims do not 
believe that Christians believe in 
one God, citing the doctrine of the 
Trinity as proof. Such a challenge 
often startfes Christians into re-ex
amining their own beliefs and 
reflecting on how to articulate 
them more clearly. I wonder how 
many readers of these pages can 
explain the doctrine of the Trinity 
in a way that is understandable to 
Sunday School children, or even to 

themselves, let alone to a passion
ate monotheist? Too often we let 
the theologians among us do the 
explaining. 

In the Quran and the Muslim 
sources, there are about a hundred 
"Most Beautiful Names" to de
scribe the one God, and many 
Muslims have a string of beads 
which they count to remind them 
of the names during periods of 
prayer. The most often repeated 
phrase in Islam is Allahu-akbar, 
meaning "God is great," which 
echoes and re-echoes from all the 
minarets in town, some with loud
speakers, five times a day, from 
five o'clock in the morning until 
nine o'clock at night. Because of 
the emphasis on greatness, majes
ty, and power, I used to think that 
Muslims worship a God who is 
very distant. But the Quran also 
says that God is "even closer than 
the vein of the neck." (Sura 50:18) 
Such an intimate and immanent 
view of God is similar to the 
Christian understanding of God as 
"not far from each one of us, for 'In 
him we live and move and have our 
being.'" (Acts 17:27-28) 

Also because of the emphasis on 
the Day of Judgment and the 
numerous descriptions of hell-fire 
in the Quran, I had supposed that 
Muslims worship a God who is a 
harsh, fearsome Judge. Yet the 
second most repeated phrase 
among Muslims is "In the name of 

God the compassionate, the merci
ful." It is the first sentence of the 
Quran and of all but one of its 
chapters (suras) . 

Though God is far more ready to 
show mercy than to condemn, 
Muslims believe that we are held 
responsible for our acts. A person 
stands alone before God to beg 
forgiveness for sin. As the Imam at 
our Sunday evening fellowship 
declared, "No person can bear the 
sins of another." Thus the doctrine 
of Christ's atonement for our sins 
made no sense to him. On the 
other hand, the Muslim view of sin 
is not clear to Christians. We were 
puzzled to hear Noah described as 
a prophet and a sinless man be
cause he obeyed God's command 
to build the ark. 

Shared Beliefs 
Muslims and Christians share the 
(Continued on p. 37) 
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(Author's Note: The theme of the 
three-year (1987-1990) General Board 
of Global Ministries mission intern 
program is "In Search of Justice 
Beyond Boundaries of Race, Religion 
and Culture." When I joined the 
program, I was looking forward to 
working with people of different back
groumfs and to the challenge of inte
grating into another culture. 

But when I actually began living 
among and working with Filipinos, 
both Christian and Muslim, I soon 
realized how difficult a challenge I had 
accepted. What separated us had little 

Once the most 
advanced society 
of the Philippines, 
now the Moros fight 
for their very lives . 

by Rebecca Ratcliff 

to do with religion or race. Rather, our 
separation resulted from our different 
positions in the world community. I 
was a white woman whose country 
continues to gain economically at the 
expense of developing countries like the 
Philippines. The Filipinos with whom I 
lived and worked were on the other side 
of the equation; they were the colonized. 
My material comfort and well-being 
were acquired at their expense. The 
cultural differences arising from such 
economic and political realities were 
what separated us mosf. 

Yet the Moro people were patient and 

II 

II 

eager to help me understand both their 
struggle and their faith. It was up to me 
to change and to learn from them: to 
learn their humility, their self-sacri
fice, and their love of a life that soon 
might be taken away; to study and 
understand the reasons for their pover
ty and the detrimental efforts of the 
foreign policies of my own country. 

In my 15 months in the Philippines, 
as we walked the muddy paths together, 
slept on bamboo floors and worshiped 
together, the gap between us-as Fili
pino and American-slowly closed.) 

Below: _Moro refugees seek temporary shelter in a school building. More than 5,000 families fled their homes after being attacked 
by a private army ~upported by one of the government-approved wealthy Moro landlord-politicians . Opposite page: Residents of 
the Moro community called Upper Sepaka, who recently returned to their land after evacuating eight months earlier, listen to an 
officer of the Philippine army. 
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The Moro people (or "Ang 
Bangsamoro") live in the southern 
part of the Philippine islands and 
are an indigenous population sepa
rate from the rest of Philippine 
society. Numbering about five mil
lion (or six percent of the Philip
pine population), the Moros are 
composed of 13 distinct tribes, 
which have one important com
mon element-their Muslim (Is
lamic) faith. 

As Muslims, they are a minority 
in a, predominantly Christian land. 
In the 1600s, when the Spanish 
conquistadors first arrived in what 
became the Philippine archepela
go, the Moro society was the most 
advanced of its time. The Moros 
enjoyed a sophisticated economic, 
political and cultural life . Today, 
the Moros are among the most 
marginalized people in a country 
where nearly three-fourths of the 
population is poor. 

While their non-Moro counter
parts were being colonized, first by 
the Spanish for several centuries 
and then by the Americans for 50 
years, the Moros fought off foreign 
subjugation as best they could. 

Spanish and U.S. colonization 
also brought Christian mission
aries, a presence that threatened 
the Moros. The Moros feared that 
Christian influence would imperil 
and limit the growth of their 
indigenous political and economic 
institutions and undermine their 
religious traditions, which formed 
the very core of their Muslim unity. 
The Moros worried about their 
very survival. 

The threat did not subside with 
the granting of Philippine inde
pendence in 1947 by the United 
States. Continuing a U.S. policy, 
the Philippine government began 
relocating Christian settlers in 
Moro ancestral lands, even though 

• 
I 
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The KAMBAGU 
dialogue campaign 

conducts educational seminars 
about Moro history and 

Islamic/Christian communities . 

the settlers were told they were 
being given unoccupied territories. 
Thus the Philippine government's 
policy served the dual purpose of 
"neutralizing" Moro strongholds 
in the south and pacifying poor 
peasant Christians from the north 
who had been clamoring for land. 

In the southern Philippine re
gion of Mindanao, Christian peas
ant settlers were backed by the 
Philippine military, which often 
usecf force to dislodge entire Moro 
communities from their ancestral 
lands. Using the familiar tactic of 
"divide and conquer," the govern
ment drove a deep wedge between 
Moro and Christian peasants. 
While Moro peasants saw the 

Christian settlers as the source of 
their anguish (rather than the gov
ernment-backed Philippine mili
tary), Christian peasants tended to 
view the Moro resistance as barbar
ic and unjustified. 

In the early 1970s, the situation 
in Mindanao became extremely 
volatile with the build-up of pri
vate Christian armies . Large 
Christian landlords supported vig
ilante groups known as llangas (rat 
in local Moro dialect) to protect 
their political interests and proper
ty holdings. Encouraged by the 
climate of intense racism against 
the Moros, the vigilante groups, 
composed of poor Christian peas
ants, terrorized Moro villagers 

Men and women work collectively haroesting mungo beans and experimenting with 
different seed varieties and in organic farming . 

while driving them from their 
ancestral lands. 

The Moro people finally re
sponded by forming the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF), 
whose main goals were secession 
from the Philippines and creation 
of a Moro homeland (Bangsa 
Moro) . In retaliation, the govern
ment of then-President Ferdinand 
E. Marcos ordered a full-scale 
occupation army into the Moro 
areas, ruthlessly repressing the 
MNLF. 

From 1971 to 1976, over 50,000 
Moro villagers were killed and 
200,000 more driven from their 
land. Mindanao, once known as 
the "land of promise," became 
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known as the "bleeding land." 
In 1976, an agreement forged 

between the MNLF and President 
Marcos temporarily ended the car
nage by creating an autonomous 
Moro government. But the Moro 
people soon learned their govern
ment was autonomous in name 
only, having neither real indepen
dence nor popular participation. 

peasants, professionals and stu
dents-all working together in a 
coalition called the Alangsang 
Moro na Makabangsa (AMMA) or 
Alliance of the Moro People. 

For the members of AMMA, the 
root cause of their suffering is 
recognized as being unrelated to 
the faith of their Christian sisters 
and brothers, but rather is found in 
the unjust power structures that 
have taken advantage of both 
Christians and Moros. In a cam
paign for dialogue called KAMBA
GU (which means "renewal" in 
one local Moro dialect), Moros and 
activists from the non-Muslim 
Lumad tribes living in Mindanao 
have joined hands with progress
ive Christians to forge unity among 
people of all faiths. o 

From 1971 to 
1976, over 50,000 
Moro villagers 
were killed. 

To this day, the Muslim Moros 
are among the most discriminat
ed-against populations in the Phil-

' ippines. They have fewer oppor
tunities for education, health care, 
or employment than any other 
Filipino ethnic group. The very 
survival of their Islamic communi
ty is threatened by the intense, 
unremitting hostility from the Phil
ippine military. 

But from these same Moro Mus
lims, who have endured so much 
suffering, has emerged a popular 
movement to reclaim their national 
identity, to develop their com
munities, and to rediscover the 
liberating aspects of Islam. This 
popular grassroots movement is 
made up of fishermen, women, 

Rebecca Ratcliff is a General Board of 
Global Ministries mission intern who 
served in the Philippines during 1988. 
She is currently fulfilling her U.S. 
mission assignment with the Pacific 
and Asian American Center for Theol
ogy and Strategies, Berkeley, CA. 

They Chose Mission! 
Beulah and William Jones serve together, directing 

programs of leadership training and continuing 
education for Bengal and Lucknow Regional Con
ference in India. William began his missionary 
vocation in 1951 as a schoolteacher, became fluent 
in Hindi, and went on to manage a farm and help 
construct churches and hostels. He pastored in Kanpur 
and Lucknow and served as principal and chaplain 
at Mt. Hermon and Woodstock Schools. Beulah, whose 
father, two grandfathers, uncle and brother all became 
pastors, and whose grandfather was a close Indian 
colleague of Bishop Waskom Pickett, was trained as 
a teacher at Isabella Thoburn School. Together they 
have served 38 years in India. 

Help continue their work and that of new missionaries! 

This missionary couple receives support, but they and other new missionaries eager 
to serve in mission still need your continuing finandal assistance. To learn how you 
and your church can help, contact your Conference Secretary of Global Ministries 
or write to Ed Moultrie, Room 1314, General Board of G/.obal Ministries, 475 Riverside 
Drive, NY, NY 10115. 

World Program Division - General Board of Global Ministries ,,~ 
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Books 
More Islam Resources 

In addition to the basic study texts 
from Friendship Press, God is One: 
The Way of Islam by Marston 
Speight, Neighbors by Elias Mallon, 
and One God, Two Faiths: When 
Christians and Muslims Meet by 
Sarah Klos, resources are also 
available from Orbis books and 
from the World Council of 
Churches on the 1989-90 mission 
study theme, "The World of 
Islam." 

The Call of the Minaret 2nd ed. 
bv Kenneth Cragg 
Orbis Books, 1985 
358 pp., $13.95 

This book, first published in 1956, has 
been revised by the author to reflect 
current events in the 1980s. Kenneth 
Cragg is recognized as a pioneer 
thinker in Islamic/Christian relation
ships. He has spent 45 years in the 
Middle East as a professor of philoso
phy, as a chaplain, and as assistant 
bishop in the Jerusalem Archbishopric, 
based in Cairo. He has also traveled 
widely in North and West Africa, India 
and Pakistan. His account of the 
spiritual faith of Islam is sensitive and 
responsive to Muslims, while showing 
how Christians have fallen short of 
Christ's teachings in their relations to 
Muslims. He attempts to guide follow
ers of both faiths out of their miscon
ceptions and ignorance of each other's 
traditions into a common ground of 
knowledge and truth. 

Muhammad and the Christian: A 
Question of Response 
bv Kenneth Cragg 
Orbis Books, 1984 
180 pp. , $8.95 

"There is an issue that disturbs Mus
lims more than any other in their 
approach to Christians .. . . It is the 
silence and reserve of Christians re
garding Muhammad," records Ken
neth Cragg, quoting a participant of a 
1975 seminar in Tripoli, Libya, for 
Christian-Muslim dialogue. The par
ticipant continues, "They [Muslims] 
do not understand why we refuse to 
grant Muhammad the respect they 
themselves grant to the person of 
Jesus." 

Muslims do recognize Jesus as a 
great prophet, a messenger of God, 
born of the virgin Mary, the "Word of 
God." They also believe he will return 
at the end of time. Differences with 
Christianity revolve around the cruci
fixion and resurrection of Christ, and 
the sacrificial mystery as the basis for 
salvation. The majority of Christians, 
however, have no response to (and 
very often no knowledge of) the proph
et Muhammad, who, for Muslims, is 
the last and greatest of the prophets. 
Cragg offers a study in the complexity 
of the issues in life and theology that 
surround the question of how a Chris
tian should perceive Muhammad. He 
explores the significance of Muham
mad within Islam, as a recipient of 
divine revelation, as the paragon of 
Muslim humanity, and as the focus of 
mystical devotion. He helps Christians 
to understand how they should re
spond to the insistent Islamic desire for 
their verdict about Muhammad. 
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Meeting in Faith: Twenty Years of 
Christian-Muslim Conversations 
Sponsored by the World Council 
of Churches 
Compiled by Stuart E. Brown, 
World Council of Churches, 1989 
180 pp., $10.90 

In his introduction, Stuart E. Brown 
explains, "This book is both a docu
mentary record of Christian-Muslim 
dialogue sponsored by the wee and a 
corpus of basic texts for further ex
ploration of the social, diaconal and 
theological frontiers of dialogue. It is a · 
testimony to the growth of an idea and, 
finally, it is offered as encouragement 
and inspiration to all who would play a 
role in this happy adventure of under
standing and peace." The book chron
icles the worldwide dialogues held 
annually by the World Council of 
Churches from 1969to1989. Dialogues 
focus on ways in which Christian and 
Muslim communities can live together, 
enter into conversation and encounter 
with each other, educate their com
munities about each other, and, in 
general, share their lives together. 

Encounter in the Spirit: Muslim
Christian Meetings in Birming
ham 
by Andrew Wingate 
World Council of Churches, 1988 
85 pp., $5.95 

Birmingham, England, is a multi-racial 
and multi-religious city. Among its 
population is a considerable number of 
Muslims. A group of Muslims and 
Christians there has carried on a 
sustained dialogue for several years. 
Its members have not changed their 
faiths , but they have grown in commu
nity and understanding. The first part 
of the book presents a diary of their 
meetings and contacts . The second 
part contains reflections based on this 
experience of dialogue, about issues of 
faith, prayer and theology, and the 
sensitivities involved as people meet 
across cultural boundaries. 

The Concise Encyclopedia of 
Islam 
bv Cyril Glasse 
Harper and Row, 1989 
$59 .95 

The Concise Encyclopedia of Islam is a new 
reference book released by Harper and 
Row. It is intended for the general 
reader and researcher and includes 
reference material on all aspects of 
Islamic culture, religion and law. It is 
written by a practicing Muslim for 
Western readers. Included in the book 



are quotations and prayers which 
illuminate the religious/philosophical 
entries and provide invaluable back
ground and insights into understand
ing current events in the Islamic world. 
M~ps, dynastic charts, diagrams of the 
Hajj and the branches of Islam, and 45 
color photographs pepper the pages. 
Huston Smith states in his introduc
tion, "The encyclopedia does more 
than bring reliable information into 
reach. In the long run it can help its 
users to see the phenomenon of Islam 
in a new light." 

Additional Resources 
The House of Islam, 3rd ed. 
by Keneth Cragg and Marston Speight. 
Wadsworth, 1988 
$15.75 paper 
This book is a short study text at an 
advanced level on the religious life of 
the Islamic community. 

Islam from Within: Anthology of a Religion 
by Kenneth Cragg and Marston 
Speight Wadsworth, 1980 
$15.75 paper 
This book is an anthology on sources of 
Islamic life, translation from the origi
nal. 

Women in Islam 
The Islamic View of Women and the Family 
by M. 'Adb al-Rauf, 1979. 

Women in the Muslim World 
by Lois Grant and Nikkie Keddie, eds. 
Harvard University Press, 1978 

Middle Eastern Muslim Women Speak 
by Elizabeth Femea, and Berzirgan 
Basima 
University of Texas Press, 1984 $12.50 
This book is a collection of autobio
graphical and biographical sketches 
spanning 13 centuries. 

General 
Islam 
by Frederick M. Denny Harper and 
Row, 1987 
$7.95 paper 
This book is an introduction to the 
Islamic tradition and the worldwide 
Muslim community. 

Islam 2nd ed. 
by Fazlur Rahman 
University of Chicago Press, 1979 
$10.95 paper. 
This book is a single volume presenta
tion of Islam in English at an advanced 
level. 

Health and Medicine in the Islamic Tradi
tion 
by Fazlur Rahman 
Crossroads, 1987. $18.95. 

Islamic Cultures in North America: Pat
terns of Belief and Devotion of Muslims 
from Asian Countries in the U.S. and 
Canada 
by Allen E. Richardson. 
Pilgrim Press, 1981 $3.95 paper 

Christmas: The King James 
Version 
Illustrated in full color and gilt by Jan 
Pienkowski 
Dragon Fly Books, Alfred A. Knopf, 
1989 
Paperback, $6.95 

A special edition for Christmas, this 
collection of illustrations of King 
James' verse is sure to please both 
young and old readers. Passages from 
Luke and Matthew tell the story of the 
Nativity in large black print, with 
gilded designs that present a dramatic 
and poetic text to accompany Jan 
Pienkowski's beautifully designed il
lustrations. Pienkowski sets stark, 
black silhouettes against rich, colorful 
backgrounds. He creates an effect that 
is both startling and gratifying. The 
illustrations are laden with imaginative 
detail, engaging children's interest in 
the landscape of the pictures. The 
silhouettes portray an inclusive Holy 
Family, making them members of all 
races. The quality of this paperback 
version is superb, retaining much of 
the richness of a hardback edition. 
Alfred A. Knopf has made a wonderful 
Christmas present of this book by 
publishing it as a Dragonfly paperback, 
affordable to a wide audience. 

Christie House-Forni 

UPCOMING FEATURES New World Outlook January/February 1990 

• Disaster relief executive Nonna Kehrberg excerpts sections of the new United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) book Fifty Years of Love in Action. 

• Mission and evangelism are explored in a Bible study by professor James 
Logan. 

• Theologian Harvey Cox discusses Islamic and Christian relations. 

• Photographer John Goodwin captures the devastation of Hurricane Hugo in 
pictures and words. 

l!our§!fts Maki([)reams Possi/lv 

Higher education 
is still only a dream 

for many. 

Give to the United 
Methodist Student Day 

offering. 

November 26, 1989 

United Methodist Student Day ~ 
UTDom 
un1[ecJ mettiocJ1st 
commun1cat1ons 

Office of Loans and Scholarships 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

P. 0. Box 871 , Nashville, TN 37202-0871 
Telephone (615) 340-7342 
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MANGER MESSAGE 
(Continued from p. 3) 
graze on other people' s land. Shep
herds were right up there with tax 
collectors in being viewed with 
social and religious contempt, like 
drug pushers, pimps or porno 
dealers today. An ancient writing 
insisted, "No position in the world 
is so despised as that of the 
shepherd.' 

To such reprobate outcasts as 
these "an angel of the Lord ap
peared," wrote Luke, "and the 
glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with 
fear" (Luke 2:9). Little wonder they 
were scared, considering what 
they had probably been up to! But 
the angel announced the word of 
salvation rather than judgment: 
"Be not afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good news of a great joy which 
will come to all the people; for to 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord" (Luke 2:10-11). 

''When the angels went away 
from them into heaven," Luke 

continued, "the shepherds said to 
one another, 'Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us!" Like Julius 
Caesar, the shepherds came, they 
saw, and they conquered all linger
ing doubt. And "they made known 
the saying which had been told 
them concerning this child; and all 
who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them" (Luke 2:15-
18). The despised, hustler shep
herds had discovered salvation in a 
manger, with more than a little 
help from God. 

Again Raymond E. Brown has 
written: "This manger is not a sign 
of poverty but is probably meant to 
evoke God's complaint against Is
rael in Isaiah 1:3: 'The ox knows its 
owner and the donkey knows the 
manger of its lord; but Israel has not 
known me, and my people have 
not understood me' . . . . Now, 
when the good news of the birth of 
their Lord is proclaimed to the 
shepherds, they go to find the baby 
in the manger and begin to praise 

God. In other words, God's people 
have begun to know the manger of 
their Lord. " 

The mission message of Christ
mas reminds us that we must 
penetrate the camouflaging diver
sions and denials of both church 
and society to see the star and find 
the manger of salvation. Most 
often our mission of search and 
discovery is enhanced in direct 
proportion to our willingness to 
place ourselves in witness among 
and at the service of outsiders and 
outcasts. 

Flanked by a Christmas tree on 
one side and Santa Claus on the 
other, every manger scene beckons 
us to the task of mission evange
lism amidst the world's distrac
tions and deceptions, reminding 
us that "we have beheld God's 
glory, glory as of the only Son" 
from God. o 

James R. McGraw, a contributing edi
tor, is pastor of New York City's 
Lexington Avenue United Methodist 
Church. 

UNITED BOARD FOR CHRISTIAN IDGllER EDUCATION 
IN ASIA 

Since 1922, the United Board has estab
lished relationships with over SO Christian 
institutions in eight Asian countries, plus 30 
government universities in China. Through 
developing faculty, community outreach, 
exchanging scholars, supporting women's 
concerns and an alumni program, the United 
Board has contributed to strengthening 
higher education and training the next 

century's leaders. The exchange of resources 
in and with Asia is from the perspective of 
Christian faith. 

Join us as partners with Asian churches 
and their institutions. If you would like more 
information on how to support or participate 
in our program, fill out and mail the coupon 
below. 

475 Riverside Drive-Room 1221, New York, NY 10115 (212) 870-2610 
In partnership with The United Methodist Church and nine other Protestant denomin · ons. 

------~----------------------------~ 
Please send me more information about: { IJf J ~ 

__ Partnership opportunities 

__ Travel/study tour to S 

__ 17-minute video (avail 

Name - ---------' 
Address ________ _ 

City _ _________ _ f----- State __ _ 

Mail to: Development Director, United Board, 475 Riversid ri~, Rm. 1221, NY, NY 101 . 
L---------------------------------------------~ 
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CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS 
(Continued from p. 29) 
belief that God acts in history. In 
fact, to a certain extent, we share a 
common religious history (with the 
people of Israel) in the obedient 
faith of Abraham (Hebrews 11:8). 
Because of his perfect submission 
to the will of God, Abraham is 
believed to have been the first 
Muslim and to have built the Kaaba 
at the Great Mosque in Mecca. One 
of the biggest Muslim religious 
festivals , ' Id al-Adha, commemo
rates Abraham' s willingness to 
sacrifice his son (although Muslims 
believe that son was Ishmael rather 
than Isaac). 

Jews, Christians and Muslims 
are "people of the book." We all 
have Scriptures that occupy a cen
tral place in our respective reli
gions, though the Christian un
aerstanding of what the Bible is 
and how it came to be written is 
very different from the Muslim 
idea of Scripture. We all believe 
that God spoke through prophets, 
but again the Muslim view of who 
they were and how God used them 
differs from the Christian view. 
The fact that Muslims honor Jesus 
as one of the greatest prophets 
gives some common ground to 
stand on in beginning interfaith 
dialogue. But it is also a jurnping
off place into very stormy waters 
because, to Muslims, equating 
anyone with God or saying that 
God had a Son represents the very 
worst of sins. 

At the most basic level of life and 
work, our relations with people
whether they practice Islam, 
Christianity or traditional African 
religion-are not based on theoret
ical discussions . Interfaith rela
tionships supercede interfaith dia
logue. Before we begin a typical 
day's work at the Manjarna Health 
Center near Bo, Marna Hawa, 
maternity aide, cook and nutrition 
teacher, leads us in reciting the 
opening verse of the Quran,. "In 
the name of God the compassion
ate, the merciful. . . . " Then Mrs. 
Sackey, midwife, gives a short 
Bible talk and prayer, and we 
all-Christians and Muslims 
alike-join in the Lord' s Prayer. 
We let patients know in whose 
name we serve and that all people 
are welcome and respected, what
ever their religion. o 

Dorothy Gilbert is a United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries 
missionary in Sierra Leone. She is a 
nurse-midwife. 

Your 
Investment 
in Mission 

THE 
UNITED 
METHODIST---
DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 
Helping to Build Cllurc es 

Form of Note 

4 yr. term 

1 yr. term 

Flexible 

Minimum Inv 

$100 

$100 

$100 

Rate* 

9% 

8°/o 

7% 

*Rates subject to change. 

For as little as $100, notes may be 
purchased. 
Available only to United Methodist 
individuals, local churches, clubs, 
organizations, Boards or agencies. Be a 
part of the growth of our church into the 
next century, while pursuing your own 
personal investment goals. 
The Fund's sole purpose is to promote the 
mission of The United Methodist Church 
by providing first mortgage loans to 
churches. 
Respond now by calling or writing: The United 
Methodist Development Fund, Room 320, 4 75 
Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115. Tel. (212) 870-
3856 or 1-800-862-8633 if out-of-NY State. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1989 (261) 37 



The Island 's 
governor . 
alternately 
threatened and 
cajoled the 
mestizos to leave. 

CHURCH HEADS OFF LAND 
WAR 
(Continued from p. 17) 
tractor . Eight students began 
training at the facility . Within a few 
months, however, the project 
folded, and before long, newly 
arrived families were living in the 
school's buildings. 

The island' s governor, the Rev. 
Glen Solomon, who oversaw the 
property's use, alternately threa
tened and cajoled the mestizos to 
leave. At times he offered to trade 

"better" land inland, where he had 
constructed a well, in exchange for 
the beachfront property occupied 
by much of the mestizo community. 
Residents of Los Fuertes refused to 
move, even in exchange for other 
lands. " If we leave here, later 
they'll take us from there," says 
Ms. Garcia. 

The previously sporadic eviction 
attempts intensified four years 
ago. When Mr. Solomon threat-

ened to bulldoze the squatters, 
residents formally organized 
themselves and sent representa
tives to the capital of Tegucigalpa. 
The delegation inquired about the 
legal possibilities of obtaining title 
to the land. The residents also 
elected a community council, but 
Mr. Solomon responded by throw
ing the newly chosen president in 
jail for two days. 

Seeing the community gaining 



confidence as it got organized, Mr. 
Solomon switched tactics. When 
he decided to run for Congress, he 
promised the people of Los Fuertes 
that if they voted for him he would 
help them get title to the land. "We 
all voted for him," says Ms. Garcia, 
"and then when he was in office he 
said he was going to kick us not 
only off the land but also off the 
islands. " 

The Church Stepped In 
Economic development of the is
land has advanced considerably. 
The island's first paved road was 
built, but it only connects Roa tan's 
airport with the large resorts, by
passing other villages. The pave
ment stops long before reaching 

Los Fuertes. Telephones are cur
rently being installed on the island 
for the first time, but the wires 
stretch right past Los Fuertes . 

Some community members say 
the islanders' animosity toward 
them, in addition to racism, is 
motivated by Mt. Pleasant's future 
development possibilities . They 
argue that the site is a prime spot 
for another hotel, and that deep 
waters just offshore offer possible 
anchorage for cruise ships. Others 
claim that " the English," as they 
call both the white and black 
residents of the islands, just want 
to get rid of what they consider to 
be an eyesore, a blight on the 
island's scenery. 

They argue that 
the site is a prime 
spot for another 
hotel .... 

Opposite page: A resident of Los 
Fuertes in front of his home. 

Top: The sign says it's "Mt. Pleasant," 
but everyone knows it as Los 
Fuertes- "The Strong ." Above: Mary 
Johnson (right) and Kathryn Boren , 
United Methodist mission interns 
working on Roatan, talk with Fidelina 
Zavala , president of the housewives' 
Committee in Los Fuertes. The laundry 
facility was constructed by the 
Housewives Committee. 
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In 1987, tensions on the island 
were high. One church leader 
remarked that "bloodshed was the 
only alternative" to somehow 
turning the land over to the com
munity. The Methodist superin
tendent then, Michael Austin, 
convinced UMCOR to cede the 
land to a Honduran ecumenical 
group, the Christian Commission 
for Development (CCD). CCD as
sumed title to the land and began 
working with community mem
bers to transfer the property to 
their names. 

CCD also tried to help the resi
dents of Los Fuertes strengthen 
their sense of community. Ms. 
Garcia and several other communi
ty residents participated in CCD 
workshops on leadership skills, 
nutrition, and health. Two CCD 
staff persons, Fred Bronkema, a 
Presbyterian missionary from the 
United States, and Tom Culbert
son, a United Methodist mission 
intern, began working closely with 
the community. Mr. Culbertson 
moved to Roatan and wor!<ed daily 
with the residents as they fought 
legal battles and struggled with 
internal dissension. 

In December 1988, the people of 
Los Fuertes received title from CCD 
to 90 acres the community occu
pies. They celebrated and then 
began surveying lots and deliver
ing individual titles to residents. 
CCD is discussing with community 
members how the additional acres 
can be kept as a wooded preserve 
to serve future community needs. 

Residents remain cautious, how
ever, to the possibility that through 
chicanery "the English" will try to 
get the land back, offering irresist
ible sums of money to buy up 
prime land along the water. 

Two United Methodist mission 
interns, Kathryn Boren and Mary 
Johnson, began working in Los 
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... Rev. Michael 
Austin convinced 
UMCOR to cede 
the land to a 
Honduran 
ecumenical 
group .... 

Mary Johnson teache::. adults to read and write in a literacy class in Los Fuertes. 

housewives' committee, are proud 
of what the community has 
achieved when its members have 
worked together. Washing clothes 
on a cement washing station built 
by her committee, Ms. Zavala 
looks out at the collection of houses 
that make up Los Fuertes and 
proclaims, "We've accomplished a 
lot." She credits the community' s 
faith as the source of strength for 
overcoming the array of obstacles it 
has confronted. ' 'This is something 
only God could make happen," 
she says. o 

sense of community has been slow 
to develop among the 1,500 Los 
Fuertes residents, all of whom come 
from different places on the main
land. Continuing the work of Mr. 
Culbertson, Ms. Boren and Ms. 
Johnson have assisted the resi
dents of Los Fuertes with communi
ty-building and legal procedures 
and have worked in the communi
ty' s adult literacy program. Using 
materials prepared by the CCD and 
space in the community' s Church 
of God, the two work with volun
teer teachers from the community. 
Ms . Boren feels that teaching 
adults to read and write "equips 
th "th thin al The Rev. Paul Jeffrey is a United 

e poor Wl some g as v u- Methodist General Board of Global 
able as land-the ability to interact Ministries missionary serving as a 
more assertively with the world program interpreter with the Evan~eli-
around them." al C f d d D c ommittee or Ai an eve op-

Residents such as Fidelina Zava- ment (CEPAD) in Managua, icara
la, president of the Los Fuertes gua. 
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VIE\NPDINT 

Randolph Nugent 

CHRISTMAS STORY 
COMMANDS US 
TO AMEND 

We should not let Christmas come 
nor this year end without remem
bering and pondering yet another 
anniversary of an important his
torical moment. The moment I 
have in mind took place 20 years 
ago, on Sunday morning, May 4, 
1969, in the sanctuary of New York 
City's renowned Riverside 
Church. 

On that Sunday morning, the 
congregation had just finished 
singing a rousing chorus of "When 
Morning Gilds the Skies," ending, 
of course, with the affirmation and 
witness "may Jesus Christ be 
praised!" At that moment, James 
Forman, director of international 
affairs for the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 
strode forward with determination 
to face the congregation and claim 
the Riverside pulpit. As the senior 
pastor left the sanctuary immedia
tely, flanked by five other minis
ters, James Forman calmly but 
firmly presented a Black Manifesto 
demanding $500 million in repara
tion to the black community from 
the white churches and syna
gogues of the nation. The Black 
Manifesto document had been 
adopted in Detroit nine days earlier 
by the National Black Economic 
Development Conference. 

The Black Manifesto offered a 
comprehensive list of the use of 
reparation funds, including the 
establishment of a southern land 
bank; capital for establishing coop
erative business enterprises link
ing the United States and Africa; 

and funds for publishing enter
prises and communications net
works, for organizing black work
ers and welfare recipients, and for 
a black university to be located in 
the South. 

"Our objective in issuing this 
Manifesto," said its authors, "is to 
force the racist white Christian 
church to begin the payment of 
reparations which are due to all 
black people, not only by the 
Church but also by private busi
ness and the U.S. government. We 
see this focus on the Christian 
church as an effort around which 
all black people can unite . Our 
demands are negotiable, but they 
cannot be minimized. . . . " 

Recognizing the history and en
dowment of the church in which he 
was speaking, Mr. Forman added a 
supplementary proviso listing ad
ditional demands designed to 
highlight Riverside's unique re
sponsibility to the Harlem commu
nity in which it is located, saying, 
"Riverside Church must pay extra 
reparations to black people ... for 
the money of John D. Rockefeller is 
still exploiting people of color all 
around the world." 

Reaction at Riverside Church 
was varied on that historic Sunday 
morning. Some worshipers wept. 
Some expressed bitter resentment 
at the disruption of the worship 
service. Many were silent and 
reflective. Others staunchly de
fended Forman's action. However, 
his defenders did not include 
Riverside officials. On the Satur
day evening prior to the event, Mr. 
Forman had met with church offi
cials in the senior pastor' s office, 
had presented his demands, and 
had requested permission to read 
them during the worship service 
the next morning. Permission was 
denied on the ground that it was 
Communion Sunday. 

So Mr. Forman requested an 
alternate worship service date, but 
he was again refused, although the 
senior pastor gave his blessing to 
Forman' s distributing copies of the 
Manifesto outside the church. It 
was then that Forman chose to 
adopt the prophet' s stance of 
bringing the revelatory word with
out official sanction or approval. 

A month later, in the June 1969 
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issue of the now defunct Renewal 
magazine, Stephen C. Rose wrote: 
"Morally speaking, the case for 
reparation is clear. The nation has 
never provided adequate recom
pense to Blacks for the years of 
slavery and degradation. Nor has 
white society been willing to recog
nize and repair the damage it is 
doing to Blacks in the cities. And it 
is precisely the missionary task of 
the church-as a leaven-to do 
what society leaves undone, not in 
order to become a substitute for the 
Government, but rather to symbol
ize the way ahead for the world." 

That was 20 years ago, but our 
remembrance of the moment is as 
relevant today as the remembering 
of the birth we will celebrate on 
December 25. Indeed, there are 
striking similarities in the two 
remembrances. Both are rooted in 
revelation and reparation, an in
the-flesh proclamation of the 
word, eliciting recognition and 
response among some and resent
ment and rejection by others. 

In the birth at Bethlehem, "the 
Word became flesh," unexpectedly 
revealed and selectively heard. 
Wise men from the east and shep
herds from their workplaces at
tended the birth, dazzled and led 
by the guiding light of a star and 
the voices of angels. To those 
chosen to hear and see, the heav
ens issued a manifesto proclaiming 
the renewal and restoration of the 
divine design for human life-
peace on earth and goodwill 
among all women and men, all 
nations and peoples, races and 
genders, tribes and clans-re
vealed in the self-giving, self
emptying, all-inclusive, unlimited 
love of God who is pleased with 
human creation. 

God's reparation initiative elicits 
a reparation response: the image of 
God repaired and restored in 
human flesh incarnated the procla
mation, "The kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent, and believe the good 
news." Those who heard and saw 
moved forward from the revelatory 
moment, side-stepped the self
preserving presumptions and de
ceptions of power, and unsettling 
their neighbors and peers , to 
"symbolize the way ahead for the 
Continued on p. 46 
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Media Watch 
Churches Were Among First to Help Black Filmmakers; Chapelle, Tony .. Mar.-April 

(86) 
Learning About Fear and Love; Jones, Jeneane .... .. .. .... .... . ... ..... ... Sept.-Oct. (219) 
Struggling for Rights; Jones, Jeneane ....... ..... .... .......... ... .. ... .... .. July-Aug. (170) 

Mental Health 
Overcoming Mental Illness at Fountain House; Poitras, Genell Y ...... Nov.-Dec (12) 

Message to Church Educators and Parents, A; Wright, Ellen Hayes ....... Jan.-Feb. (44) 
Methodism in Costa Rica; Webber, Brenda .................... .. ... . ..... .... . Mar.- April (74) 
Ministering in Christ's Name ..... ........ .......... .. .... ........ ... .. ..... ... .. .. May-June (114) 

Mission Education and Cultivation Program Dept. 
Telling the Miss ion Story ....... .. .... ... ........ ... .............. ............. .. May-June (120) 

Mission Evangelism 
Being a Missionary in Today's World: Interview with Dr. Sheila Flemming; 

Webber, Brenda ........ . ....... ......... ..... .................... ........ .... .. Mar.- April (82) 
Benevolent Fish in Strange Waters; DeHainaut, Raymond K. ... ........ Jan.-Feb. (28) 
Cross of Mulungwishi, The; Parker, Garry 0 ...... . . ........ . .. .. ........... Jan.-Feb. (26) 
Going Back to Basics ........ ........ .. .... .... .... .. .......... ..... ..... .. .... .... May- June (102) 
Recovery of a Tradition; Farris, Buford E ..... . ...... ... . .. ... . ... ........ . . Mar.-April (70) 
Why We Need a Global View; Kaiser, Ward L.. .. ..... ...... ...... ........ July-Aug. (158) 
Winds of the Spirit; McGraw, James R ............. . ..... . .... .. .. ...... .... July-Aug. (144) 

Mission Field U.S.A. ; Owen, James R. ........ ..... ..... ..... ... ..... ... ......... Nov.-Dec (8) 
Mission Is More Than a Two-way Street ...... .. ........ ... ....... ........... ... May-June (106) 

Mission Opportunities 
Untitled; Webber, Brenda ....... .. ... ... ..... .. ...... .... ... ... .. . ......... .... . .. Jan.-Feb. (34) 
Responding to the Call; Webber, Brenda ...... .. .. .. ........ .... .... .. .. .. .. July-Aug. (171) 
Volunteers in Mission; Webber, Brenda ........ .... .......... .... ...... . ..... . Jan.-Feb. (34) 

Missions 
Being a Missionary in Today's World: Interview with Dr. Sheila Flemming; 

Webber, Brenda ... .... ... ............... . ......... . ..... . ...... .. ...... ........ Mar.-April (82) 
Benevolent Fish in Strange Waters ; DeHainaut, Raymond K ........ .. .. Jan.-Feb. (28) 
Church Heads Off Land War; Jeffrey, Paul... ................... . .... .. .. .. .. Nov.-Dec (16) 
First Impressions; Peterson, Barton F .... ........ ... . .. .. ... ....... ......... Sept.-Oct. (186) 
Interviews with: Roberto Diaz and Mortimer Arias; Webber, Brenda 

.............. .... ...... .. ...... .. .. .. .......... . .. . .... .. ..... .. .. .. .. .. .. ........ July-Aug. (162) 
Methodism in Costa Rica; Webber, Brenda .. .......... .. ........... ........ Mar.-April (74) 
Mission Field U.S.A.; Owen, James R. ... ... .................................. Nov.-Dec (8) 
Mission Is More Than a Two-way Street ...... ...... ....................... .. May-June (106) 
Mission Profile; Click, June .... ... .. .......... . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . ....... Sept.-Oct. (193) 
Missions: An Amazing Story; Hearn, Bishop J. Woodrow ... .. .. .. .. .. May-June(lOO) 
Ostriches Don't Become US-2s; Guest, Kenneth J .... .... ... .. ... .. . . .. ... .. Jan.-Feb.(22) 
Overcoming Mental Illness at Fountain House; Poitras, Genell Y ...... Nov.-Dec (12) 
Partnership is People; Nugent, Randolph ...................... .. . ........ . May-June (101) 
Recovery of a Tradition; Farris, Buford E ... . . ... .. . .. ..... ... .. . .. ... .. . ... Mar.-April (70) 
Recruiting for Witness and Service .......... ... .......... .. ...... ........... ... May-June (124) 
Responding to the Call; Webber, Brenda ................................ .. .. July-Aug. (171) 
Winds of the Spirit; McGraw, James R ... ............. ...... ........ .. ... ... July-Aug. (144) 

Mission Profile; Click, June ....................................................... Sept.-Oct. (193) 
Missions: An Amazing Story; Hearn, Bishop J. Woodrow .... ........... May-June (100) 

Montserrat 
First Impressions; Peterson, Barton F .. .... ... . ... ... .... .... .... .......... .Sept.-Oct. (186) 

Moros , The: A People Apart in Philippines; Ratcliff, Rebecca ...... . ....... .Nov.-Dec (30) 
Moving into Mission; Johnson, Douglas W .... .... .. ... ...... ........ .. .. .... Sept.-Oct.(196) 

National Missions 
Assignment: Puerto Rico; Armington, Ruth J' .. ... ... ... ... .... ..... .. .... Mar.-April (64) 
Going Back to Basics ............. .. ...... ... .. .... ............. ...... .. ..... ...... May-June (102) 
Mission Field U.S.A. ; Owen, James R .... ...... .. ......... .. . ... . .... . .. .. ... . Nov.-Dec (8) 
Ostriches Don't Become US-2s; Guest, Kenneth J .. ...... .. .. ... .... .. .... .. Jan.-Feb.(22) 

Natural Disasters 
Ministering in Christ's Name ........ ........... .......... ............ ... .... ... May-June (114) 
Report from Jamaica; Rose, Terence B ........... . .. .. .... .. .. .. .... ......... ... Jan.-Feb. (12) 

Navarro, Nelson A ...... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .... ... .. .... .. .. .. .. ... . ... ....... . ....... .Sept.-Oct. (198) 

Nicaragua 
Witnesses of Peace; Galvan, Elias G ....... .. .... . ............. . ............. Sept.-Oct. (188) 

Nugent, Randolph .......... ..... .. Mar.-April (94), May-June (101), July-Aug. (1 74), 
Sept.-Oct.(221), Nov.-Dec (42) 

On the Frontline of Urban Ministry; Estes, Sue ................ .. .. .... .. . ... Mar.-April (60) 
Ostriches Don't Become US-2s; Guest, Kenneth J .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..... ... ....... . Jan.-Feb. (22) 
Overcoming Mental Illness at Fountain House; Poitras, Genell Y .... ..... Nov.-Dec (12) 
Owen, James R. .. ......... ......... ........ .... ....... ..................... ............ Nov.-Dec (8) 
Parker, Garry O ............. . ..................... . ............. ...... ......... .. .. .. .. Jan.-Feb. (26) 

Partnership in Mission 
Being a Missionary in Today's World: Interview with Dr. Sheila Flemming; Webber, 

Brenda ................. ...... ...... ... .... ..... . .. ... .... . ... .. .. .......... .. ... .. Mar.-April (82) 
Cross of Mulungwishi, The; Parker, Garry O ..... ... ......... . .. .... .. .. . ... Jan.-Feb. (26) 
Interviews with: Roberto Diaz and Mortimer Arias; Webber, BrendaJuly-Aug. (162) 
Methodism in Costa Rica; Webber, Brenda .... ....... .............. . .... .. . Mar.-April (74) 
Missions: An Amazing Story; Hearn, Bishop J. Woodrow ..... ........ May-June(100) 
Moving into Mission; Johnson, Douglas W .............. .. ... . ....... ..... Sept.-Oct.(196) 
Partnership is People; Nugent, Randolph .................. .... ...... . .. ... May-June (101) 
Partnership: The Christian Response to Apartheid; Thayer, Nelson Thomas 

···· ··· · .... ... .. ........ ............ ..... . ....... .. .. .. .. ........ .... ...... ... ... . Sept.-Oct.(202) 
Winds of the Spirit; McGraw, James R. .... ........ ........ ..... ... ........ . July-Aug. (144) 
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Partnership is People; Nugent, Randolph ......... .. .......................... May-June (101) 
Partnership: The Christian Response to Apartheid; Thayer, Nelson Thomas 

.. .. .. .. .... .. . ...... ... .. .. .. . ..... ... . .. .. ...... ......... ........ ... ... ... ... ... . Sept.-Oct. (202) 
Peterson, Barton F ............. . ... ...... ....... ... ............ ..... ... ..... ....... Sept.-Oct. (186) 

Philippines, The 
Key Issues Facing the Philippines; Wilson-Beach, Faye ..... .......... . .July-Aug. (173) 
Learning About Fear and Love; Jones, Jeneane ............ .......... .. ... . Sept.-Oct.(219) 
Moros , The: A People Apart in Philippines; Ratcliff, Rebecca ........... .Nov.-Dec (30) 
Struggling for Rights; Jones, Jeneane ... ................................ ..... July-Aug. (170) 

Philippines: What Ever Happened to People Power; Navarro, Nelson A . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ ............. ............ .. . .. . .. .. ....... .. ......... ......... ..... .... Sept.-Oct. (198) 
Poitras, Genell Y .... ..... .............. .. ..... ......... ........ ... ..... .... ........ ... Nov.-Dec (12) 

Poverty in the U.S. 
Fighting Infant Mortality; Bloom, Linda ........... ... ...... ... .... .... .... . Mar.-April (66) 
Going Back to Basics ..... .... .. .................... ............................... May-June (102) 
Literacy in America; Jones, Kenneth M .. ... .... .... ...... .. ...... .. . ......... Jan.-Feb. (16) 
Mission Field U.S. A.; Owen, James R. ....... ............ .. . ... . .............. Nov.-Dec (8) 
On the Frontline of Urban Ministry; Estes, Sue ...... .. ................. .. Mar.-April (60) 

Power of Health , The ... .. . ..... .. . ........ ........ ..... ... ......... .. .. .............. May-June (117) 
Profile of Islam; Bishop, Dale L.. ...... ............. .. ... ...... . .. .. . ... .... .. .. .. .Nov.-Dec (19) 

Puerto Rico 
Assignment: Puerto Rico; Armington, Ruth P ............ ...... .. ......... Mar.-April (64) 

Q & A about Missions 
Untitled; Wilson-Beach, Faye ........ ... ..... ... ... .. .. Mar.-April (93), Sept.-Oct.(222) 
Bringing Young United Methodists into Missions; Wilson-Beach, Faye .. ... Jan.-Feb. 

(41) 
Key Issues Facing the Philippines; Wilson-Beach, Faye ..... .. . ....... .. July-Aug. (173) 

Racial and Ethnic Minorities 
Churches Were Among First to Help Black Filmmakers; Chapelle, Tony 

.. .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. . ... ............ ....... . ...... .. ... .......... .. . .. .... ... ... ... .. Mar.-April (86) 
Fighting Infant Mortality; Bloom, Linda . ............... ....... .. . ... ....... Mar.-April (66) 
Going Back to Basics .......... ... ....... ..... .. . ........ . ... ... ....... ............ May-June (102) 
Literacy in America; Jones, Kenneth M ...... . ... ................... ...... .... Jan.-Feb. (16) 
Mission Field U.S .A.; Owen, James R .. ... ......... .. ...... ..... .... .. ..... .. . Nov .-Dec (8) 
Taking Action for Equal Employment Opportunity; Culver, Maurice E. 

. ... .. .. .. .... ........ .... .... .... ............... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ....... ......... .. . Sept.-Oct. (208) 
Toxic Wastes and Race; Cole, Charles E .. . .. ....... .. .. . ..... ...... ... ........ Jan.-Feb. (36) 

Ratcliff, R-ebecca .... .. ......... . ... ... ... .... . ........ ......... .. .. .. ...... .. .......... Nov.-Dec (30) 
Recovery of a Tradition; Farris, Buford E ... .. .... ..... . ........... . .... .. ... .. Mar.-April (70) 
Recruiting for Witness and Service .............. .... ................. ... .......... May-June (124) 
Reiners, Nonna ... ... ... ... .. .. ..... ...... ... .. .. .... ..... .. ... .... .. ... ............ ... Jan.-Feb. (32) 
Report from Jamaica; Rose, Terence B ......... . .............. .. ...... ... ... ...... .Jan.-Feb. (12) 
Responding to the Call; Webber, Brenda .. ... ... . ... .. .... .... .. .... .. . ... .. . .. July-Aug. (171) 
Robinson, Sue ....... . . ...... ...... . ........... ....... . ... .... .... ....... ... ... . ...... . Nov.-Dec (24) 
Rose, Terence B .......... ... .. ..... ...... .. ........ ....... .. ...... ..... .. ......... ..... Jan.-Feb . (12) 

I 

Sierra Leone 
Let's Talk: Christians and Muslims; Gilbert, Dorothy ................... .. Nov.-Dec (28) 

Sigmon, Vickie ..... ............... .. ..... ... ..... ................. ...... . ...... ...... July-Aug. (156) 

Social ] ustice 
Partnership: The Christian Response to Apartheid; Thayer, Nelson Thomas 

........ .. . ..... .... . .. . .. .. .... ...... ... ... ....................................... Sept.-Oct.(202) 
Taking Action for Equal Employment Opportunity; Culver, Mauri~e E. 

.. ....... .. ... ..... ... .. ... ....... ..... . .... .. ... ... .... . .. ................. .. . .. . .. ..... . .. Sept.-Oct.(208) 
Whither Honduras ?; Eldridge, Joseph ... .. .. . ... ........................... . July-Aug. (152) 
Witnesses of Peace; Galvan, Elias G ................ ... ...................... Sept.-Oct. (188) 

South Africa 
Partnership: The Christian Response to Apartheid; Thayer, Nelson Thomas 

.............................. ............... ..... .. ...... .. ..................... .. Sept.-Oct. (202) 
Struggling for Rights; Jones, Jeneane ...... . ........ ... ............... ....... ... July-Aug. (170) 

Sumatra, Malaysia 
Mission Profile; Click, June ..... ........... .. ..... .. .. .... ....... ... ........ ... Sept.-Oct. (193) 

Taking Action for Equal Employment Opportunity; Culver, Maurice E. 
.. . .... .. ...... . .............. .. ............. ..... .. ... ... .. .. ..... ... .. .... .. ... .. Sept .-Oct. (208) 

Telling the Mission Story .... .. ... .. ... ... .. .................... ...... .. .... .. ...... May-June (1 20) 
Thayer, Nelson Thomas ............... .. .. .. ........... . ..... ... .... ..... ... .... .. Sept.-Oct. (202) 
37 Million People Left Out; Cole, Charles E . ... .. .. ... . .. ...... .... .. ... ..... Sept.-Oct.(211) 
Time of Transition , A ........... .... ...... ... ... .. ... ... .. . .... .. ... .. .. .... ......... May-June (110) 
Toxic Wastes and Race; Cole, Charles E .... .. ............ ...... ............. ..... Jan.-Feb. (36) 

Treasurer's Report 
Finances: Using Fund Balances in Creative Ways ... .. ................... .. May-June (1 27) 

Trevitt, Virginia .. .. ...... .. ....... ... .. ........ .............. .. .... .... .. ..... . .. ... . Mar.-April (59) 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
Church Heads Off Land War; Jeffrey, Paul... ...... ......... .............. ... Nov.-Dec (16) 
Ministering in Christ's Name .. . ........ .. .... ..... .. ....... . .... . .... .. ... .... . May-June (114) 
Report fro m Jamaica; Rose, Terence B .......... ... ... .. ... . ..... .. ............. Jan.-Feb. (12) 

Viewpoint 
A New Era of Missionary Service; Ault, James Mase . .... ............. ... . Jan.-Feb. (46) 
Bearing the Wounded Witness Together; Nugent, Randolph .. ... .. .... july-Aug. (174) 
Christmas Story Commands Us to Amend; Nugent, Randolph ... ... ... Nov.-Dec (42) 
Grace Upon Grace; Nugent, Randolph ......... .. ... ... .................... . Sept.-Oct:(221) 
Our Mission Hope; Nugent, Randolph ... . ...... ... ... ..................... Mar.-April (94) 

Volunteers in Mission 
Assignment: Puerto Rico; Armington, Ruth P ........... . ................. Mar.-April (64) 
Going Back to Basics ... .. ... ..... .. .. .... .. ... .. . ... . .. .. .. ... .. .... .. . ...... ... .. May- June (102) 
Good Samaritan Fund, The; Reiners, Nonna ................................. Jan.-Feb. (32) 
Ostriches Don't Become US-2s; Guest, Kenneth J . ........ ... ........... .... Jan.-Feb.(22) 
Recru iting for Witness and Service . ............... .. ... ........ ..... ...... .. .. May-June (1 24) 

Webber, Brenda ....... ... Jan.-Feb. (34), Mar.-April (74), (82), July-Aug. (162) , (171) 
When Friends Are Enemies; Cole, Charles E ....... . ........ ... .. .... ...... ... Mar.-April (85) 
Whither Honduras?; Eldridge, Joseph ........... . ................... . ..... .. ... july-Aug. (152) 

World Service Fund The United Methodist Church 
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Paper, $17.95 

At your bookstore, or call 1-800-633-9326 

In Mich igan, call collect 616-459-4591 

FAX 616-459-6540 

91 1 I""" WM. B. EERDMANS - I\~ PUBLISHING co. 
155 JEFFERSON AVE. S.E. I GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 49503 

An active participant 
in the ecumenical move
ment, Robert Bilheimer 
offers a first-person nar
rative describing what that 
movement has believed, 
thought, and stood for 
since 1910. 

B ilheimer combines 
personal recollections and 
perspectives with 
objective, documented 
material on the theo
logical , ethical , eccle
siolog ical, and spiritual 
elements of the emerging 
trad ition. Appearing 
throughout the book are 
sketches of prominent 
figures in the ecumenical 
movement with whom the 
author collaborated. 

In describing the 
churches' ecumenical 
witness - including their 
work for peace and justice 
as well as their inner re
newal (especially among 
the laity and in male
female relations) -
Bilheimer shows how this 
embracing, dynamic, 
bibl ically based movement 
draws from and is deep
ened and enlarged by the 
contributions of many 
varied , particular church 
trad itions. 

VIEWPOINT 
(Continued from p. 42) 
world." Orthodox religious folks 
resented most intensely and re
jected most harshly the disruptive 
presence and reparation demands 
of the Word become flesh . 

That is both a sobering rerriinder 
and a summons to mission partner
ship with God in Christ. In a world 
still groaning for repair and re
demption, where crack and crime 
combine to make war zones of 
urban neighborhoods, where in
creasing numbers of God's chil
dren have become homeless refu
gees, where justice is held hostage 
by prejudice and privilege, and 
childhood innocence is swallowed 
up by addiction, abuse and depri
vation, we are called to re-focus 
the primary placement of our mis
sion witness. 

Theologian Karl Barth once said: 
"The church is witness of the fact 
that the Son of God came to seek 
and to save the lost. And this 
implies that-casting all false im
partiality aside-the church must 
concentrate first on the lower and 
lowest levels of human society. 
The poor, the socially and econom
ically weak and threatened, will 
always be the object of its primary 
and particular concern. . . . " In 
other words, the church as the 
risen Body of Christ seeks to repair 
damaged bodies and lost souls 
through serving those whom the 
"lost" consider to be "least." 

So let not this year end nor 
Christmas come without our re
membering that reparation is the 
ongoing work of Christians. Such 
sacrificial, willing, self-giving and 
self-emptying love is the joy of 
Christmas-and of mission! o 

Why We Need a Global View; Kaiser, Ward L.. .. ....... ... ....... .. ......... July-Aug. (158) Overcoming Mental Illness at Fountain House; Poitras, Genell Y ... .. . Nov.-Dec (12) 
Partnership: The Christian Response to Apartheid; Thayer, Nelson Thomas Wilson-Beach, Faye .. ....... . ......... Jan.-Feb. (41), Mar.-April (93) , July-Aug. (173), 

Sept.- Oct.(222) 
Winds of the Spirit; McGraw, James R. ... .. .. ....... .... ......... ........ ... .. July-Aug. (144) 
Witnesses of Peace; Galvan, Elias G .... .. ............... ......... . ... .. ..... .. . Sept.--Oct. (188) 

· · · ·· · · .. · . .. .. .. .. .. ......................... .. .. ... . ... .. .. ....... .... .. .... .. ... Sept.--Oct.(202) 
Philippines: What Ever Happened to People Power; Navarro, Nelson A. 

...... ..... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .... .......... . ...... .. .. ... .. .... ........... .. .... .. ... Sept.--Oct. (198) 
Women in the Muslim World; Robinson, Sue .. . ...... ......... .. .. ............ Nov.-Dec (24) Report from Jamaica; Rose, Terence B ... . .. .. ... . ............. .. ............... Jan.-Feb. (12) 

Women's Division 
Time of Transition , A .... .. .................. . ........... ....... . ... .. ... ........ . May-June (110) 

Struggling for Rights; Jones, Jeneane ......................... .. .. .. .... ..... July-Aug. (170) 
Whither Honduras?; Eldridge, Joseph ....... ............................. .. . July-Aug. (152) 
Why We Need a Global View; Kaiser, Ward L .. .. .................... .. . .. July-Aug. (158) 
Witnesses of Peace; Galvan, Elias G ... .................... .. ...... . ......... Sept.--Oct. (188) 

World Missions Wright, Ellen Hayes .... ................... ... . .. ... .. ..... ........ ..... . .... .. .. . .. .. Jan.-Feb. (44) 
Being a Missionary in Today's World: Interview with Dr. Sheila Flemming; 

Webber, Brenda ...... .. .. .. ... .. ............... .. ... .. .. ....................... Mar.-April (82) Wyoming 
Benevolent Fish in Strange Waters; DeHainaut, Raymond K ............ Jan.-Feb. (28) Good Samaritan Fund, The; Reiners, Norrna ....... ..... ....... ...... . ....... Jan.-Feb. (32) 
Church Heads Off Land War; Jeffrey, Paul... ..... ..... .. ... . ... .......... ... Nov.-Dec (16) 
Cross of Mulungwishi, The; Parker, Garry O ....... .. .. . .. .. ... ............ . Jan.-Feb. (26) 
Ethiopia: Praying and Working for Rehabilitation; Hollon, Larry .. .... July-Aug. (146) 
First Impressions; Peterson, Barton F .... ..... ........... ... . .. .... ... .. .... Sept.--Oct. (186) 
Health and Development in Burkina Faso; Davis, Robin Core .... ..... Mar.-April (79) 
Interviews with: Roberto Diaz and Mortimer Arias; Webber, Brenda 

........ .. . .. .. .. .. ............. ........... .. .. .. .. ........... .. ... . ... ......... ... July-Aug. (162) 

Youth Opportunities 
Bringing Young United Methodists into Missions; Wilson-Beach, Faye ..... Jan.-Feb. 

(41) 
Going Back to Basics .. .. ........ .. ....... ....................................... .. May-June (102) 
Message to Church Educators and Parents, A; Wright, Ellen Hayes .... Jan.-Feb. (44) 
Ostriches Don't Become US-2s; Guest, Kenneth J ........................... Jan.-Feb.(22) 

Key Issues Facing the Philippines; Wilson-Beach, Faye .. ............... July-Aug. (173) 
Methodism in Costa Rica; Webber, Brenda ... ........... .. .. .. ............. Mar.-April (74) 
Ministering in Christ's Name ......... .. ........ ... ................... .......... May-June (114) 
Mission Is More Than a Two--way Street ....... ..................... .. ..... .. May-June (106) 
Mission Profi le; Click, June ...... .. ... .. .. ............. ... ............... .... .. Sept.--Oct. (193) 
Missions: An Amazing Story; Heam , Bishop J. Woodrow .... .. .... . .. May-June(lOO) 

Q & A about Mission; Wilson-Beach, Faye ................................ Sept.--Oct.(222) 
Time of Transition , A ...... ... ........................ .. .. .. ...................... May-June (110) 

Zaire 
Cross of Mulungwishi, The; Parker, Garry 0 ......... .. ......... . ......... .. Jan.-Feb. (26) 
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t· hen you pray ... 

use your 
1990 Prayer 
Calendar. 

te I 990 Prayer 
Calendar lifts up the names 
of United Methodist mission
aries and mission projects in 
the United States and over
seas for our prayers. Use it in 
your personal devotions and 
as the basis for a mission 
prayer fellowship in your 
church. 
Clip and mail to: Service Center, 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
The United Methodist Church, 7820 
Reading Road/Caller No. 1800, 
C incinnati, OH 45222- 1800. 

cp(aye(1990 
G~eJtda( <t 

••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 
• Please send __ copies of the 1990 Prayer • I Calendar(# 1499)@ $5 .00, plus postage and = 
• handl ing,* to: • 

• • 
• name • • • . ~ . 
• • • city /state/zip • 

• *(A llow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Postage: $10 or less, add • 
• $1.50; $10.01-$25, add 15%; $25.01-$50, add 10%; • 
• over $50, add 5%. Add$ I. 50 if billing is requested. For • 
• gift copi.es, enclose 50¢ each for additional • 
• postage. A card will be enclosed if requested.) • 

• • ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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an alternative giving idea 
from UMCOR 

Share Christmas. 

Send for your fish bank. 

Fill it during the Christmas 
season. 

Present it during church. 

Keep the empty bank. 

Hang it on your tree 
a a decoration and 

a reminder. 

Pray for those 
who are hungry. 

Help alleviate hunger. 

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 
General Board of Global Ministries/The United Methodist Church 

Order from: Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati , OH 45222-1800, Stock# 4280. 
Fish banks free up to 5CXJ Over 500 - 10¢ each plus postage and handling. 


