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GIVE 
The 1989 Prayer Calendar 

A Gift That Lasts All Year Long 

The Prayer Calendar ( # 1241) 
offers you a year full of meditations 
and prayers. It lists missionaries 
and · their birthdays as well as 
mission programs of The United 
Methodist Church, arranged by 
state for the United States, and by 
conti nent/country for overseas 
work. Retired missionaries are list
ed ; maps and photos enliven the 

text. This is the most valuable 
resource you can possess to pro
vide yourself and others in your 
church with current information 
about missionaries. It's the perfect 
Christmas gift for friends, mission 
workers , pastors , and yourself! 
Only $3.50, plus postage and han
dling. 

1989 Prayer Calendar 
Please send me __ copies 1989 Prayer Calendar (#1241) @$3.50, plus 
postage and handling .* 

Name ____________ Stree ___________ _ 

City/State/Zip ____________________ _ 

Please also send a gift copy (and a card) to: 

Name ____________ Stree..__ __________ _ 

City/State/Zip ________ _ A gift from : ________ _ 

Total enclosed with this order$ _______ _ 

'(Postage: $3.01·$10., add 15%; $10.01-$25., add 10%; over $25., add 5%. Add 50¢ eX1ra postage for each gift 
copy. Add $1.50 If billing Is requested. Allow 3·4 weeks for delivery.) 
Mall to: SERVICE CENTER, General Board of Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church, 7820 Read ing 
Road/Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati , OH 45222-1800. 
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service/ 

Now you can reach for your own 
resource of mission thoughts, 
opinion, issues and viewpoints. 
The New World Outlook Ubrary 
is a handsome, hardbound edi
tion of ten issues of the mission 
magazine. Priced at $14.95, the 
1988 edition of New World Out
look Ubrary can be obtained by 
writing to: 

I 

New World Outlook Ubrary I 

Please send me copies ! 
of the 1987 edition of the New World 
Outlook Ubrary at $14.95, plus $1 .50 
shipping and handling for each copy for a 

total cost of ----

Address---------

City, State , Zip -------

Mall to : New World Outlook, Room 1349, 
I 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 
I 10115. 
I 

L~-----~~----------------~--

TO OUR READERS 
When Hurricane Gilbert lashed out so viciously against the 
Caribbean islands last autumn, it struck the poor and the rich. 
Hundreds were killed and tens of thousands throughout the region 
were left homeless in the wake of the storm. But, as has so often 
been the case with natural disasters, it was the poor who suffered 
the most. From Jamaica, which sustained some of the wor t 
devastation from Gilbert, Methodist pastor Terence B. Rose reports 
on the storm's impact. In spite of the tremendous suffering, writes 
Mr. Rose, Christians did not lose their faith in God. 

In the United States, freelance writer Kenneth Jones explores an 
enduring national shame, the scourge of illiteracy. According to 
government statistics, there may be more than 27 million American 
adults who are functionally illiterate. 

Mr. Jones, who recently moved to Kitwe, Zambia, to teach 
journalism at the ecumenical Africa Literature Centre, write that 
illiteracy is often a silent enemy, because its sufferers are 
embarrassed to seek help . The church has made some inroads into 
the problem, says Mr. Jones, but a concerted and sustained national 
initiative is needed. 

Missionaries posted overseas have historically faced the problem 
of acclimating themselves to new and sometimes di orienting 
cultures. Writing from Argentina, United Methodi t missionary 
Raymond DeHainaut provides an enlightening look at ome of the 
cultural differences that orth Americans face in Latin America . For 
example, a U.S . missionary who arrives in a Latin culture e pecting 
rigid punctuality will be in for a rude surpri e. 

Friendships, too, are different, writes Mr. DeHainaut, a eteran 
UM missionary who is fluent in severallanguage . Latin friend hip 
develop slowly but are very deep, compared with the quicker, more 
transitory friendships we often experience . 

Of course, United Methodists are engaged in mis ion where er 
they find themselves, as we learn from the experience of a 
compassionate mini try with stranded traveler in Laramie, 
Wyoming. Freelance writer orrna Reiner report on the "Good 
Samaritan Fund," an ecumenical program in Laramie that provide 
money, gas and food to troubled tra eler along a lonel tretch of 
Interstate 0. United Methodist were in trumental in creating thi 
ministry of hope and help to people the will ne er ee again. 

With this issue, Faye Wil on-Beach begin writing "Q & A Ab ut 
Missions," replacing Don Struchen, who wrot thi column for fi e 
years. Mr. Struchen retired from the Board la t June after 27 ear ' 
service . Ms. Beach is executive Secretary for mi ion education f r 
the Board, over eeing mis ion education program for childr n, 
youth and adult . A taff member of the Board ince 19 0, h al o 
work with United Methodi t pa tor and U.M. minari t 
empha ize mi sion education and ervic . M . B ach · a hon r 
graduate of Wil on College in Penn yl ania , and h Id 
degree in theological tudie from Dr w Uni er i in w J r 
She i married to a United Method ' t pa t r, and mak h r h m in 
Queen , ew York, a1ong with theu tw dau ht r . 

THE Eorr 
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Ne ••nd ~ly8i• 
of D• opment• 
In Chrl•tl•n Ml on 

J nuary- February 1989 

ARMENIAN QUAKE RELIEF. Clothing, 
blankets and medicine are being 
provided by the United Methodist 
Conmittee on Relief Program 
Departm nt for people suffering in 
earthqu ke -devastated Soviet 
Ann ni . At least 50,000 died in the 
qu ke, nd nearly a million were 
left homeless . UMCOR made an 
inm diate grant of $20,000. UMCOR is 
also supporting the Church World 
Service relief efforts carried out 

hrough the Armenian Protestant and 
Orthodo churches . CWS, the relief 
and development agency of the 
National Council of Churches, has 
issued a $1 million appeal to member 
churches, and United Methodists who 
want to contribute through UMCOR may 
cite special Advance number 
250200-8. This marks the first time 
that UMCOR and CWS have given relief 
aid to the Soviet Union. 

MISSION EVANGELISM. The General 
Board of Global Ministries is being 
ask d to ma e a stronger corrmitment 
to evangelism as a priority in its 
mission or . The request comes from 

he Board's newly formed mission 
evangelism conmittee, which convened 
in mid - December in Illinois. Tal 
Oden, an Altus, Okla . lawyer who 
heads the conmit ee, said the church 
has made a •clear ca11• toward 
se 1ng initial conmitments to 
Chris ianity and a wholeness of the 
gospel in its functions. r. Oden 
added tha the role of the mission 
evangelis co ittee is not one of 
be ng critical of staff or mission 

personnel, but of suggesting ways to 
intentionally incorporate evangelism 
into current mission structures. 

MISSIONARY FORCED OUT. The Rev. Joe 
Eld idge, a missionary serving in 
Honduras for the General Board of 
Global Ministries, who was forced 
out of that Central American nation 
in November, said he had become 
"unwelcome" because of his 
activities on behalf of human rights 
and his articles critical of the 
Honduran military. Anyone who takes 
exception to what the military is 
doing is considered unwelcome," he 
said. Mr. Eldridge, who had been in 
Honduras for nearly three years 
working with the Christian 
Conmission for Development, an 
ecumenical Protestant agency based 
in Honduras, was out of the country 
when it became apparent that the 
government would try to deport him. 
Instead of trying to return to 
Honduras, Mr. Eldridge decided to 
return to the U.S., where he met his 
wife, Maria Otero, and their three 
children, who also left Honduras. 
Mr. Eldridge will be serving 
temporarily as "an international 
person in mission" for the Board 
until he receives a new assignment. 

CONVOY TO NICARAGUA. United 
Methodists from across the nation 
recently took part in a •Pastors for 
Peace• convoy taking food, clothing 
and medicine to Nicaragua The 
ecumenical convoy of more than 
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40 drivers, who left the donated 
trucks in Nicaragua, arrived in the 
Nicaraguan capital of Managua just 
before Christmas. Two UMs - -the Rev. 
Finley Schaef of Brooklyn and the 
Rev . Schuyler Barber-Rhodes of 
Yorktown, N.Y. - -drove what they 
claimed was the convoy's largest 
truck, filled with medical supplies. 
The convoy made stops along the way 
at rallies, seeking to underscore 
another goal of the trip, namely, 
peace and reconciliation with 
Nicaragua. 

WOMEN'S DIVISION . The Women's 
Division of the General Board of 
Global Ministries has joined efforts 
to get a jury trial in a lawsuit 
alleging U.S. participation in 
illegal drug trafficking in efforts 
to finance "contra" 
(counterrevolutionary) forces 
opposing the Nicaraguan government. 
The Division joined more than two 
dozen religious and political groups 
in filing "statements of interest" 
supporting an appeal in what is 
known as the "La Penca" lawsuit. The 
appeal was entered by the Christie 
Institute, an interfaith law and 
public policy group in Washington. 
The original suit~ which charges 
U.S. complicity in illegal 
activities related to contra 
support, was dismissed in a summary 
judgment in U.S . federal court in 
Miami before the trial began. 

NATIONAL DIVISION. Land originally 
belonging to the Klamath tribe was 
returned by the GBGM's National 
Program Division in a formal 
ceremony in Beatty, Ore., Dec. 4. 
The Rev. Brian Fetterman, deputy 
general secretary for the Division, 
called the return of the deed to 80 
acres "precedent-setting." Charles 
Kimbol Sr., Klamath tribe leader, 
said tribal members were especially 
gratified because of a l ong struggle 
with the federal government over 
re -establishing their rights and 
benefits as Native Americans . The 
Klamath tribe lost most of its land 
in 1954 . The land returned from the 
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National Division includes property 
at Beatty and Williamson River UM 
churches. "The important thing was 
that someone restored to the tribe 
something that was its birthright," 
said Mr. Fetterman. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. UM 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert of San 
Francisco has been named head of a 
"Conmittee of Fifteen" charged with 
developing a restructure plan for 
the National Council of Churches. 
The committee was named in 
mid-December by NCC President 
Patricia Mcclurg in response to the 
NCC's severe financial problems. 
Bishop Talbert reaffirmed the UMC's 
strong commitment to ecumenism and 
the NCC. Joyce Sohl, treasurer of 
the Women's Division and also of the 
NCC, was also named to the 
"Committee of Fifteen" ... Al so in 
December, rumblings continued from 
Church World Service, the NCC's 
largest program unit. CWS leaders 
have been consistently dissatisified 
with what they say are unfair 
"taxes" placed on them by the NCC. 
At a meeting in Chicago, CWS 
directors decided to study the 
implications of the relief and 
development agency leaving the NCC 
structure altogether. 

MIDDLE EAST. UM leaders praised the 
U.S. government's decision to begin 
a dialogue with the PLO. A 
resolution passed by the 1988 
General Conference supported such 
negotiations, continuing the 
church's long- held commitment to 
open and fair dealings with the 
Palestinians. Mia Adjali, Women's 
Division executive secretary for 
U.N. and international affairs, said 
"the mood among Jews worldwide as 
well as in Israel has changed." 
People of all nations are more 
anxious to search for a fair 
solution to the plight of the 
Palestinians, she said. 

MALAYSIAN METHODISTS. The Fourth 
Session of the General Conference of 
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the Methodist Church in Malaysia was 
held in Kuala Lumpur in 
mid - December, under the theme "Into 
All Th• World ... " Clergy and lay 
delegates from the five annual 
conferences of both East and West 
Malaysia were present, reported Jiro 
Mizuno, assistant general secretary 
for Asia and the Pacific, World 
Program Division. The Rev. Dr. Denis 
C. Dutton was elected as bishop to 
serve the Malaysian church, which 
became independent in 1976 . 

BLACK COMMUNITY DEVELOPERS. The 20th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
National Division's Black ColTITlunity 
Developer initiative (Ed. Note: See 
November- December 1988 issue for a 
story on Black ColTITlunity Developers) 
was co1TJT1emorated in mid - December in 
Atlanta, Georgia . Illinois Area 
Bishop Woodie W. White, the only 
surviving founder of the project, 
which was launched in 1968, 
recalled the visionary co1TJT1itment of 
other early leaders who helped 
pioneer initiatives of 
self -empowerment for blacks within 
church and society. They included 
the late Rev. Negail Riley of the 
Board's National Division and the 
late Rev. George Outen, top 
executive for the UM General Board 
of Church and Society. Bishop White 
urged newly appointed black 
co1TJT1unity developers to be "bearers 
of hope," pointing to challenges of 
drug trafficking and abuse and 
dysfunctional families as current 
threats to black American society. 
Likewise, Ji1TJT1ie Porter of Waterloo, 
Iowa, one of the original class of 
developers deployed in 1968, 
colTITlended the developers for taking 
the practical and spiritual support 
of Christianity where more 
traditional church structures "dare 
not touch." 

GRAPE BOYCOTT. A call from The 
United Methodist Church's chief 
social action agency for a boycott 
of California table grapes will be 
reviewed by the Judicial Court in 
April. The grape boycott is one of 

eight cases that will be scrutinized 
by Methodism's highest judicial 
body. The South Central Jurisdiction 
asked last July for a ruling on the 
grape boycott, and the UM General 
Board of Church and Society 
executive co1TJT1ittee called for the 
action last June in accordance with 
a resolution of the entire Board a 
year ago. The 1988 General 
Conference rejected the boycott on 
behalf of the denomination. Church 
and labor organizers have claimed 
that the grapes are cultivated with 
cancer- causing pesticides. 

BISHOPS' REQUEST. The 125 bishops of 
The United Methodist Church sent 
greetings to President-Elect George 
Bush, pledging their prayers and 
encouraging him to work toward the 
"kinder, gentler nation" he promised 
during the 1988 campaign (Ed. Note: 
See Editorial, Page 9). The bishops, 
meeting at St. Simons Island, 
Georgia, noted that the new 
President's decisions will "make a 
profound impact upon the entire 
family of nations." Recalling Mr. 
Bush's pledge to build a "kinder, 
gentler nation," the UM bishops said 
those words "bear a message of hope 
to a world torn by oppression, 
poverty and violence." 

BLACK MISSIONARIES. The GBGM is 
developing a plan to increase 
recruitment of blacks as 
missionaries. Dr. Sheila Fle1TJT1ing, 
associate general secretary of the 
Board's Mission Personnel Resources 
Program Department, said an early 
December consultation in New York 
provided the impetus for developing 
new models for blacks' participation 
in the church's mission work. The 
focus will be on encouraging black 
youths to consider mission work as a 
vocation. Additional consultations 
are being scheduled for Native 
Americans, Asians and Hispanics in 
mission. 

ACCESSIBILITY GRANTS. The GBGM's 
Health and Welfare Ministries 
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Program Department has announced the 
availability of 50 grants for 
congregations to expand their 
accessibility to persons with 
handicapping conditions. The results 
of the 1988 grants were gratifying, 
according to Judy Hunt, coordinator 
of the program. Many of the UM 
churches that received grants went 
far beyond installing the customary 
ramp or elevator to create 
innovative ministries that integrate 
disabled persons into the life and 
work of the congregation, she said. 
At Trinity UMC in Phoenix, for 
example, the $500 grant was used 
toward the purchase of a machine to 
make copies of Braille materials. 
Applications for the 1989 grants are 
being accepted through April 15. 

AIDS MINISTRY NETWORK. Some 400 
people have enrolled in a network of 
United Methodists seeking to 
minister with persons with AIDS, 
according to Cathie Lyons of the 
GBGM's Health and Welfare Ministries 
Program Department. The network has 
grown out of the consultation on 
AIDS ministries held in 1987. A 
newsletter is now being published, 
and plans to survey local AIDS 
ministries are underway. 

HISPANIC UMs. United Methodism's 
Hispanic caucus MARCHA has voted to 
work with Christian political and 
social action groups throughout 
Latin America, and to encourage more 
sensitivity to Hispanic concerns in 
the church and U.S. government. 
Included in the proposed actions are 
exchanging educational resources, 
developing reciprocal mission 
emphases and promoting close 
examination of the relationship 
between U.S. presence in Latin 
America and regional political and 
economic oppression. 

UMs IN CONGRESS. The number of 
United Methodists in the lOlst U.S. 
Congress will be unchanged from the 
lOOth Congress. According to 
Religious News Service, there are 73 
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members of The United Methodist 
Church serving in the U.S. House and 
Senate, along with one African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion and one 
Free Methodist. Roman Catholics are 
the most numerous with 139, and 
Episcopalians are third with 63 
members. 

PRIEST SHORTAGE. Pred1ct1ons of a 
serious shortage of Roman Catholic 
pr1ests have continued of late. 
There are an estimated 53,000 
Catholic priests in the U.S. today, 
act1ve and retired, according to 
Presbyterian researcher Dean Hoge. 
Only 26,000 are act1vely available 
for parish duty, however. If trends 
do not change, that number will drop 
to 17,000 by the year 2000. 

PERSONALIA. The Rev. H. Eddie Fox, 
evangelism staff executive for the 
UM Board of Discipleship, has been 
named world director of evangelism 
for the World Methodist Council. Or. 
Fox will succeed the Rev. Alan 
Walker of Sydney, Australia ... 

DEATHS. Retired UM Bishop Cornelio 
M. Ferrer, 80, elected to the 
episcopacy in 1968 by the 
Philippines Central Conference, died 
Nov. 23 ... Retired UM Bishop W. 
Mcferrin Stowe, 75, died Nov~. 24 in 
Dallas. He served eight years each 
in the Kansas and Dallas-Fort Worth 
areas ... The Rev. Annalee Stewart, 
88, a UM minister for 57 years and a 
retired top official of the Women's 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, died Nov. 17 ... The Rev. 
Carl Soule, 81, top staff executive 
for peace activities of The (United) 
Methodist Church from 1960-72, died 
Dec. 16. Mr. Soule was instrumental 
in the development of the Church 
Center at the United Nations in New 
York City ... Sylvester N. Alger, a 
retired World Division missionary 
who served in Zaire for 10 years, 
died Nov. 7 ... Lalah McClellan, a 
retired National Division deaconess 
who served in many locations for 38 
years, died Nov. 5 at the age of 90. 
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Editorials 
How Gentle? How Kind? 

Two hundred years after George Washington first 
took the oath of office, another George-George 

Herbert Walker Bush-will be sworn in as the 41st 
President of the United States of America. 

It was a rugged, bitter campaign. But in the immedi
ate afterglow of election night, when he knew he was 
the winner, George Bush reaffirmed what he pledged in 
his nomination speech last summer: "When I said I 
wanted a kinder, gentler nation, I meant it. And I mean 
it." 

The theme needed repeating, after a campaign more 
nasty than kind, more bruising than gentle. Winning 
the election was the first order of the day, and to do so, 
candidate George Bush had to eradicate a considerable 
deficit in the public opinion polls and change his image 
as a less-than-forceful leader. 

Kinder, gentler tactics gave way to angry rhetoric on 
the campaign trail and baiting, belittling ads on televi
sion, some distinctly designed to arouse and exploit 
racial prejudices and fears. As Time magazine writer 
Walter Shapiro observed, "The promise of a Bush 
Administration lies in the hope that the new President 
will soon inspire America .to forget the manner in which 
he was elected." 

It won't be easy. Within days after the votes were 
counted, the Administration which Vice President 
Bush served loyally for eight years issued policy direc
tives conspicuously cynical in their timing. 

One week after Election Day, the Farmers Horne 
Administration served foreclosure notices on more 
than 80,000 farmers whose loans were delinquent. The 
chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee said that 
he expected the action to result in the loss of as many as 
ten thousand farms. The regulations permitting the 
action were published on September 14 and became 
effective on October 14, but legal notification was 
delayed until after the election. 

Then the Social Security Administration's Office of 
Hearings and Appeals floated proposed regulations 
changes which are designed to reduce a staggering 
caseload of appeals for hearings on Government deci
sions denying Social Security, Medicare and welfare 
benefits but which would actually serve "foreclosure 
notice" on the lives of the elderly, sick, poor and 
disabled. At the moment, the Government loses more 
than half of the cases that are appealed. 

The Government hopes to reverse its losing record by 
making the present informal process more rigid and 
stringent. The new regulations would severely restrict 
and limit the introduction of permissible evidence at an 
appeals hearing. For example, as Martin Tolchin cited 
in The New York Times, "If a person was disabled by a 
tumor that later turned out to be cancerous, the person 
could not offer evidence of the cancer without begin-

ning a new appeals process." The true intent of the 
proposed rules changes appears to be the creation of an 
even more byzantine set of regulations that would 
discourage people from appealing in the first place. 

As Newsday columnist Murray Kempton wrote after 
the election, "This was the week that the Reagan 
Administration could restore the tone of our public 
affairs to the meanness of spirit whose display had been 
deferred since August ... and so now our government 
is free to be its true self at last." 

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan, who had 
been remarkably quiet about the Federal budget deficit 
during the campaign, suddenly felt compelled to speak 
out after the election was over. Greenspan said that 
reducing the deficit is much more urgent than worrying 
about whether it is done with higher taxes or less 
spending. Given candidate George Bush's oft-repeated 
stump speech proclaiming "no new taxes," the words 
of the losing candidate one hundred years ago came 
immediately to mind. After losing the 1888 election to 
Benjamin Harrison, President Grover Cleveland said, 
"It is better to be defeated battling for an honest 
principle than to win by a cowardly subterfuge." 

In a kinder and gentler nation, the elderly, 
the sick, the poor and the weak would be 
recognized, nurtured and supported. 

Still, in spite of such disturbing echoes from the past, 
the promise of a "kinder, gentler nation" does provide 
hope for the future. It looms either as a most welcome 
relief or a most cruel deception for those to whom life 
has been neither kind nor gentle. 

In a kinder and gentler nation, the elderly, the sick, 
the poor and the weak would be recognized, nurtured 
and supported through Government policies dictated 
by the heart as well as the wallet. 

The poor would be recognized as persons rather than 
statistics on computer printouts. A kinder, gentler 
nation would recognize that poverty is not simply a 
condition deserved by the lazy. Since 1981, the nation's 
minimum hourly wage has been frozen at $3.35, and its 
purchasing power has fallen 27 percent over the past six 
years. More than half of the new jobs created in the last 
eight years provide wages of less than $11,611 a year, 
the official poverty level for a family of four. Since 1978, 
the number of working poor has increased by 50 per
cent, and forty percent of all poor people over the age of 
14 were working last year. 
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Available Now! 
Missionaries of The United Methodist Church: 

Through the Camera's Eye 

Over 200 black and white photographs, 
selected from the· quarter of a million 
historic prints in the General Commission 
on Archives and History, cover a century of 
mission outreach in one handsomely bound, 
9" x 12", 160-page volume. 

ing typhus in a Chinese prison; missionaries 
executed during the war in the 1940's in the 
Philippines; and soup kitchens in the 1930's 
and in 1987. 

Dramatic photos record many historic 
events, including nurses and doctors treat-

Don't miss this opportunity to send for your 
own low-priced edition of the one book that 
tells the true story of United Methodists in 
the mission field-past and present 

••••••••••••••••• 
• Please send _ _ copies of Missionaries of The United Methodist 

Church: Through the camera's Eye (#1381), o $10.00, plus postage 
• and shipping.• 

• • • • • 
•Name __________________ ~ 

• Address - - - ----------------• • City/ State/Zip - --------------- • 

• • • • 
[10) 

Totalamount$ _____ _ _ _ __ • 

plus postage --- -------- • 

Ohio residents add 51h% tax ----- - • 

TOTAL DUE$ - --------- • 
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l'llail to: Service Center, General 
Board of Global Ministries, The United 
Methodist Church, 7820 Reading 
Road, Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 
45222-1800. 

• How to figure postage and han
dling: total order: 
$3.01-$10., add 15% of total; 
$10.01-$25., add 10% of total; over 
$25., add 5% of total. If billing is 
requested, $1.50 billing fee is 
charged. 
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A kinder, gentler nation would return to its constitu
tional determination to "promote the general welfare" 
by adopting a comprehensive national health insurance 
plan, thereby guaranteeing access to medical care for 
everyone, as it is virtually everywhere else in the 
industrialized world. Eighty-five percent of persons 
wanting full-time work but forced to accept part-time 
jobs receive no health care insurance from their employ
ers. 

In a kinder, gentler nation, the growing army of the 
homeless and the swelling ranks of persons with chemi
cal dependencies would be treated with compassion, 
instead of being treated as outcasts entirely responsible 
for their misfortune. And surely, confronted with their 
unspeakable suffering, a kinder, gentler nation would 
ensure medicines and treatment for persons with AIDS 
and would make it a federal crime for anyone to 

discriminate against them. 
Of course, such policies would be very much like 

those advocated by persons stigmatized with the "L" 
word during the presidential campaign. But we have 
come to realize that campaign promises receive selec
tive application once the election is over. We can hope 
that name-calling was a campaign ruse to win an 
election, and that the promise of a kinder, gentler 
nation will actually define the conduct of the new 
Administration. 

Humility rather than hubris is the hallmark of leader
ship committed to kinder, gentler policies and perfor
mance. Let us hope for a Bush Administration that will 
guide the nation along those paths suggested by the 
prophet Micah, "What does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?" (Micah 6:8) 

Losing Touch With Truth and Honesty 

From the White House to the Pentagon, from Wall 
Street to Main Street, greed and exploitation are 

"in" as never before. Getting ahead at any cost seems to 
have become socially acceptable. As far back as Water
gate and as recently as the Pentagon procurement 
scandal, the "American way" has evolved into an 
ethical and moral sewer. Too many politicians, civic and 
business leaders, athletes, and ordinary citizens are 
determined to "succeed," no matter what the risk to 
personal integrity or embarrassment to friends and 
relatives. 

Sadly, the immoral standard bearers in this era of 
bribery, fraud and avarice can be found in the upper
echelons of government. Furtive arrangements with 
Panama's General Noriega, the Wedtech scandal, and 
the Israeli pipeline scam are a but a sample of wrong
doings that involved White House officials. The Reagan 
era also accompanied widepread corruption from Wall 
Street, where investment bankers and stockbrokers 
thought little of using privileged information illegally to 
enrich themselves and their clients. 

A common thread running through all the scandals is 
the abuse of privilege, information, and power. Wall 
Street traders capitalized on their access to secret infor
mation about impending corporate mergers, which 
enabled them to profit wildly in the stock markets; 
government officials used their access to decision
makers to win kickbacks from weapons manufacturers; 
in the Israeli pipeline scam, senior White House opera
tives intervened personally in foreign affairs to benefit 
their friends. 

Of course, there is nothing new about graft and 
greed. What is remarkable about our era is the intensity 
and pervasiveness of our lust for money and power. 
The outgoing Reagan Administration may be remem
bered for the fact that in eight years, more of its 
members were indicted and convicted than in any 
administration since Teapot Dome infected the Warren 
Harding administration. 

Even more disturbing is the long-term impact upon 
the country, and especially our youth. A generation has 
come to maturity at a moment in time when greed and 
cutthroat tactics seem to be "okay," if not actually 
encouraged. The basic lesson learned from their mal
feasant elders is to do unto others before they do unto 
you. It's quite all right to rip-off as much as you can, 
appears to be the implicit rule, but don't get caught. 

Clearly, the wrong messages are being sent. One 
young person, after being caught stealing from a store 
in New York City, compared his predicament with that 
of a former Miss America who had recently been 
charged with shoplifting. Another teenager boasted 
that he admired Ivan Boesky, and believed the convict
ed arbitrager was taking a fall for thousands of others 
who were guilty of the same practice. 

When our new heroes are making money the 
old-fashioned way, when our All-American 

athletes are pumping up on steroids, when our politi
cians are manipulating the media and stuffing ballot 
boxes, it is time to overhaul our moral fiber and resur
rect something that we have lost touch with: truth and 
honesty. Greed and exploitation are deadly sins and 
must be exorcised from our way of life. The real 
measure of a great nation is not only the extent to which 
it will go to take care of its children and the helpless, but 
also how it moves to eradicate social dissolution and 
immorality. 

There is an ancient Chinese proverb that says of all 
the sins, greed is the most disastrous. It is time for all of 
us to take heed, to control our desire to get over at any 
expense and be satisfied to get no more than we have 
rightfully earned. If this sounds like something our 
parents might have said, then so be it. The popular 
notion of getting "back to basics" should include com
passion, decency and goodwill. These are a few things 
worth being greedy for. 
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Hurricane Gilbert was no respecter of persons. 
Its devastation hit rich and poor. 
Some churches, severely damaged, 
will have to be rebuilt. 

Sunday, September 11, 1988, hurricane away. Most people ex
was a normal day, and many pected another miraculous escape. 

Jamaicans went to church as they Although they heard the warn
were accustomed to do. But that ings, they were confident that we 
was the last normal day for many of would not be hit. When it was clear 
us for some time, after Monday, that we could not escape, people 
September 12, broke with gusty made attempts to stock up on food 
winds and heavy rainfall. Last- and other essentials on the Sunday 
minute preparation began for what afternoon. Supermarkets were 
turned out to be the most devas- opened and the lines were Yuletide 
tating hurricane of the century, if long, indeed longer, because 
not on record. shoppers were attempting to do in 

Hurricane warnings had been a few hours what normally they 
issued regularly during the pre- would have done in two or more 
ceding four or five days, but for 37 weeks. 
years, such warnings were issued We are told that the "eye" of the 
and we were able to "pray" the hurricane passed over the country. 
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The first part of the hurricane 
seemed to have come from the 
northwest and raged for about six 
hours, but it was a mere prelude to 
the real thing. Then came the eye 
with its deceptive calm, and this 
lasted for nearly two hours. Some 
of the curious ventured out to 
assess the damage done. The con
cerned sought hurriedly to effect 
well-intentioned repairs. Then the 
second half came from the south
east, completed what was begun 
by the first half, and undid much of 
what was hurriedly attempted 
during the eye. 

This portion of the hurricane 
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began about 2:00 p.m. on Monday, 
and the winds and rain continued 
through the night. The following 
day did not bring the proverbial 
"calm after the storm" but was 
foreboding with more gusts of 
wind and rain. With approximately 
80 percent of the roofs of buildings 
in the Greater Kingston area either 
completely gone or partially dam
aged, rain was a great inconven
ience . When the sun shone some 
two days later, there was a rush to 
dry items that could be kept out of 
the rain, which continued to fall 
intermittently after the passage of 
the hurricane. Some people made 

• 
I 

By Terence B. Rose 

Some homes, 
churches and 
classrooms were 
damaged severely 
or destroyed. 

little effort to dry articles, as they 
had nowhere to store them when it 
rains . 

In addition, throughout the ma
jority of the island, electricity was 
off for several days to several 
weeks, depending on the region in 
which one lived. Gradually, power 
was restored, but the absence of it 
placed a great restriction on refrig
eration. Some old ways of preser
ving food rapidly surfaced, and 
some innovative methods evolved. 
For the majority of people, howev
er, it meant a return to the way of 
life of the children of Israel as they 
journeyed from Egypt to the Pro-
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mised Land. They prepared one 
day's portion of food and ate it all 
on that day, leaving nothing for the 
next day because there was the risk 
of spoilage. 

The shortage of basic food items 
has not been as widespread as we 
first anticipated. Efforts have been 
made to keep food on the super-
market shelves. Regrettably, the 
people most vulnerable to suffer-
ing were once again the major 
victims. These are the people in the 
remote areas and the poor, wher-
ever they are to be found . They 
have experienced severe hard-
ships. Those who had meager 

Regrettably, the poor 
and most vulnerable 
Jamaicans suffered 
the most because of 
the hurricane. 

resources previously, and whose 
crops were wiped out, now find it grown fruits and vegetables have 
almost impossible to purchase disappeared . Those who have 
food . The staple food of the nation come back now charge exorbitant 
has become rice and tinned corned prices for basic food items-some
beef-imported items. Many of the times a 50 percent increase over 
wayside vendors who once crowd- what they charged prior to the 
ed the streets and supplied home- hurricane. 
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This banana plantation was 
devastated by Hurricane 

Gilbert, as was the chicken 
farm on the opposite page. 

People who are poor also face the 
problem of housing. Their already 
bad situation has been greatly 
aggravated. Many of them are 
unable to purchase the building 
materials needed just to replace 
their roofs . The price of these 
materials has doubled, and there is 
also a shortage of zinc sheets and 
lumber. Plastic sheeting to cover 
roofs was made available by donor 
agencies, but the quality has been 
grossly inadequate . 

A month after the hurricane, I 
visited an old lady. The plastic 
sheeting which our church gave 
her covered one half of the bed
room. Water was two inches deep 
on the floor . There was nothing 
over the rest of the house. I asked 
her where she slept at nights . She 
pointed to a chair by the kitchen 
and said, "I sleep there." Then she 
added, "I am afraid of two things: 
rain and night." No one knows 
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when she will get assistance. 
Hurricane Gilbert was no re

specter of persons. The rich and 
tne poor were hit as well as the 
saints and the others. Churches 
and other buildings were severely 
damaged. The Methodist Church 
was no exception. Two churches, 
Seaforth in Saint Thomas and 
Christ Church (Bavins) in King
ston, will have to be rebuilt, while 
others like the Stony Hill Church 
will have to be substantially re
paired. The manses in Lucea , 
Duncans , St. Ann ' s Bay, Port 
Morant , Frankfield, and Man
chioneal had to be evacuated, and 
the one in Port Antonio ought to be 
evacuated. The Mount Fletcher 
manse was demolished. The St. 
Andrew High School suffered 
damages amounting to $1.5 mil
lion. Over 60 percent of the roof at 
EXED High School was damaged. 
There is nothing to be repaired or 

Even in the wake of 
this catastrophe, we 
n the church know 
that God is very 
much alive, and so 
are we. 

salvaged from the main building of 
the Mount Fletcher Primary 
School. It collapsed into one untidy 
heap. 

A month after the hurricane, 
most of the people had not yet 
recovered adequately to be in a 

position to think of how buildings 
would be repaired or rebuilt. Reali
ty had not yet dawned. At work 
was still just the basic instinct to 
survive . 

Three weeks after the hurricane, 
I saw the slender stalk of a gerbera 
trying to support a full bloom, but 
it could not. So its petals, face 
downwards, touched the ground 
as if in prayer. Down the driveway, 
there were two rosebuds with 
tatte red petals adding beauty 
amidst the withered plants around 
them. There was also a hibiscus 
plant with four full-blown blooms 
swaying in the breeze and drinking 
in the sunshine . The message was 
very clear: "God is not dead. God is 
alive." And so are we. o 
Terence B. Rose is pastor of Providence 
Methodist Church in Kingston and past 
president of the Jamaica District of the 
Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the 
Americas. 
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I 

By Kenneth M. Jones 

Paul Jacobs stands tall, like a 
lighthouse. His clean-shaven 

head and jet black skin give him the 
kind of intimidating elegance of 
actors like James Earl Jones or 
Sidney Poitier. There is nothing in 
Jacobs' s impeccable dress, solid 
physique or smooth face to suggest 
that he is 60 years old. Nor is there 
anything in his articulate, polite 
conversation to suggest that he is 
not literate. 

But looks are deceiving. 
Twice a week Mr. Jacobs drives 

several miles from his home in 
Queens to a tiny storefront com
munity reading center in Harlem 
operated by Literacy Volunteers. 
"Where there is determination, 
there is a way," Jacobs says quietly. 
On the table before him is a legal 
pad with a vocabulary· list. "Con
sequence," /1 forward," /1 there
fore," and other words are written 
in flawless script. In the face of 
depressing statistics on adult illit
eracy and the tremendous odds 
nonliterate people face, Paul Jacobs 
is an exception. 

The adult illiteracy epidemic is 
one of America's biggest secrets. 
According to government statistics 
there are at least 27 million Ameri
can adults who are functionally 
illiterate-incapable of performing 
daily functions such as reading a 
street sign, filling out a job appli
cation, or balancing a checkbook. 
But the nation's embarrassment 
doesn't end there. An additional 40 
million Americans are marginally 
illiterate, which means that they 
barely read at the generally accept
ed fourth-grade level. 

Teaching someone to read 
can be a compassionate and 
enriching experience-for 
both mentor and student. 

I 

Adult illiteracy is epidemic- one out of every s· 

A candid assessment of literacy 
in the United States will reveal the 
following: 

* One out of every six adults 
over the age of 18 is functionally 
illiterate; 
*The United States ranks 49th in 
literacy among industrialized 
nations, which means it has the 
highest rate of illiteracy among 
industrialized nations; 
* The number of nonliterate 
adults in the United States 
increasing annually by an 
estimated 2.5 million. 

"Illiteracy is a can
cer, a silent pain 
that so many of our 
people suffer 
from," says 
Dorothy Ortner, 
director of Adult Basic 
Education for Interme
dia, a National 
Council of 

Churches agency concerned with 
nonformal basic adult education in 
overseas nations. "Americans 
much prefer to look at the literacy 
levels of people in other parts of the 
world rather than at their own 
problem." 

She is, no doubt, correct. The 
only catch is that even on that basis 
we lose. Take, for instance, the 
case of Tanzania, one of the 
world's poorest countries with an 
annual gross national product 

of $4.2 billion. Yet it raised 
its overall literacy rate 

from 31 percent to 85 
percent in the last 

17 years. Our 
own govern 
ment's lacka
daisical ap
proach defies 
reason. 

In 1983 the 
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s over the age of 18 is functionally illiterate. 

Reagan Administration an
nounced its so-called "literacy ini
tiative" with great fanfare. Despite 
the advocacy of Barbara Bush on 
behalf of the Reading is Funda
mental Program and Mr. Reagan's 
considerable charm when talking 
about illiteracy, the White House 
has been slow to act. In fact, the 
pittance that Congress earmarked 
for literacy efforts was allocated 
over White House objections. 

"Clearly rhetoric has far exceed
ed resources across the board," 
says 'Peter 
Waite, 

executive director of Laubach Liter
acy International, the largest vol
unteer literacy initiative in the 
United States. "Everyone is quick 
to characterize illiteracy as a major 
national problem. Everyone is 
quick to point out that this is a great 
American tragedy, but they aren't 
interested in doing anything about 
it," he says. 

The issue of illiteracy in the 
United States is fundamentally one 
of human rights. In 1765 John 
Adams intoned: "Cherish, there
fore, the means of knowledge. Let 
us dare to read, think, speak and 
write." Yet federal spending to 

correct this problem is minimal, 
a scant $106 million earmarked 
in 1987, about $1.65 per illiter
ate person. The need exceeds 
the resources by far, which 

leads literacy advocate Jonathan 
Kozol, in his probing work, Illiter

ate America, to charge that "Illit
eracy in any land as 

well-informed and 
wealthy as the 

U.S.A. is not an 
error," nor is it 
an "acci
dent." 

The most 
progressive 

of literacy 

experts are quick to point out that 
adult illiteracy does not exist in a 
vacuum. It is very much related to 
racism and classism. To get to the 
root of the problem, they argue, 
requires a complete reevaluation of 
the social, political and economic 
mores of the United States. It also 
requires a concerted and sincere 
initiative spearheaded by the fed
eral government. And until such 
actions take place, illiteracy will 
continue its unchecked escalation. 

"Growing up unable to read has 
a lot to do with being poor," 
according to Mike Fox, executive 
director of Push Literacy Action 
Now (PLAN), "We have an educa
tional system that does not serve 
the poor or minorities very well. 
There are a whole lot of reasons 
why the individual didn' t learn to 
read. Rarely do we talk about why 
the system didn't teach someone." 

In the judgment of Nancy Oak
ley, director of the Laubach Litera
cy Program in Cleveland, Ohio, we 
must "change the way schools 
behave. We're going to have to 
stop dumping kids out into society 
who read at the third- and fourth
grade levels," she says. Groups 
such as PLAN argue that illiteracy 
should be viewed as "a continuum 
of undereducation" and cannot be 
isolated from poverty, unemploy
ment and other factors . 

If we stop to look at these factors, 
we would learn a lot about our 
national priorities. But it' s easier to 
blame the victim. Rebecca Dobkin, 
director of the Adult Learning 
Center at New York's LaGuardia 
Community College, concurs with 
the numerous literacy experts who 
feel that it is easier for literate 
America to scapegoat nonreaders 
than to scrutinize our failing edu
cational system. "The general ide
ology espoused is that everybody 
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Mike Fox, a literacy activist, says the 
church needs to become more deeply 

involved in helping people learn to read . 
When a church school teacher spots a 

child who can't read the lesson, the 
church must become an advocate on 

behalf of that child. 

Illiteracy in any 
land as 

well-inlormed and 
wealthy as the 

United States is not 
an error, nor is it 

an accident, 
charges one 

prominent literacy 
activist. 

should know how to read," Dob
kin says. "We've got a free public 
school system, and if you don't 
utilize what this society has to 
offer, then it's your problem." 

This being the prevalent atti
tude, a general public apathy has 
resulted. Rarely does the perva
siveness of the crisis get stated 
cogently; even more rare is the 
serious consideration of how to 
overcome it. The ranks of people 
who can't read in this country are 
swelling daily. And in this new age 
of technology, there will be little 
market demand for those who lack 
such basic skills. 

Waite recalls another stereotype 
commonly held about 
"nonreaders," as the literacy ad
vocates put it: they are dumb. 
"There's a popular perception that 
the adult illiterate is somewhat less 
than intelligent, ignorant, doesn't 
have the capacity to read or write 
and probably has some learning 
disability," he says. This is not 
true. 

Perhaps one of the reasons that 
illiteracy is treated so lightly in our 
society is the misinformed belief of 
the majority that somehow illitera
cy is the scourge of urban ghettos 
or alcoholism-plagued reserva
tions. The hard facts tell us other
wise. Illiteracy is no more of a racial 
or cultural affliction than is pover
ty. White adult males, represent
ing some 23.2 million people, are 
the single largest nonliterate 
group. Nevertheless, the percent
age is disproportionately higher 
among otner racial groups: 44 
percent of black adults are 
nonreaders; 56 percent of English
speaking Hispanics cannot read. 

"There is no such thing as a 
composite of an adult illiterate," 
says Dr. Cluren Richardson, direc
tor of the Adult and Continuing 
Education Program at Houston 
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Community College. "You have 
the individuals who cannot read. 
They are black, Hispanic, Native 
American and white. Sometimes 
they've gone as far as the 12th 
grade in terms of formal education. 
The main thing they have in com
mon is that they have a problem." 

T he determination of a man 
like Paul Jacobs is exception

al. Most adult nonreaders don't try 
to correct their disability. Instead, 
they live in fear of discovery. Only 
the fortunate and truly motivated 
become the success stories of pro
grams like Literacy Volunteers and 
Laubach. 

Jacobs made "good money" as a 
sparring partner of Joe Louis, the 
legendary Brown Bomber. After 
hanging up his gloves, Jacobs 
continued to make enough money 
to support himself and his family, 
despite his inability to read. "Most 
people I worked for said I was 
better than people with a high 
school education," Jacobs smiles. 
He was born in a backwoods town 
in North Carolina that had no 
school for blacks. In those days 
literacy was not a prerequisite for 
earning a decent living. "When I 
was coming up you walked on the 
job and told the man that you 
wanted to work. But it's not like 
that anymore. " 

Following his years with Louis, 
Jacobs made himself indispensable 
in a tailoring shop. Keep quiet, 
wear a smile, do the job well, and 
treat customers with courtesy, was 
his philosophy. Jacobs said he 
couldn't read, "But I knew how to 
sew, press, make deliveries and 
answer the phones ." 

Like most nonliterates, Jacobs 
relied on ingenuity to compensate 
for his deficiency. "My memory 
worked like a book," he recalls. In 
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order to make deliveries, he mem
orized landmarks rather than street 
signs. He made mental notes about 
the garments that customers 
brought in and matched them with 
the customers' faces because he 
couldn't read their claim tickets . 

"I was always willing to learn 
and I would watch peofle," 63-
year-old Mary Council o Chicago 
told a conference on literacy spon
sored by Lutheran Church 
Women. "If Glenda did something 
that I figured was right, I would 
copy ~lenda . That's how I learned 
how to carry myself. If I had an 
education when I was young, I 
probably would own my own 
business by now." 

After several years in a literacy 
program, Council was finally able 
to read her bills. One day she 
received a notice from her bank 
saying that she owed $2,000 in back 
taxes on her home. Prior to learn
ing to read she would have accept
ed the statement at face value. 
However, with her new-found 
skill and subsequent self-confi
dence, she argued with the bank 
until the error was corrected in her 
favor. 

When adults who have made 
such progress share their testi
monies, a strong sense of self
pride is always evident. "Even 
being able to read a little bit can 
take a lot of the fear out of you" is 
the way Paul Jacobs puts it. But 
most adult nonreaders can't claim 
such moments of personal pride. 
All of the nation's efforts-by vol
unteer-staffed literacy programs, 
the Department of Education' s 
Adult Basic Education program 
(the largest federally funded civil
ian aduft literacy program), and the 
military' s remedial program for 
recruits-reach only four percent 
of the nation's illiterate aduft popu
lation. 

Most adult 
non-readers don't 

try to correct their 
111sability. Instead 
they live in tear ol 
discov.ery, rjllying 
upon 1ngenu1tV to 
compensate for 
their handicap. 

The people that Jean Ambrose of those parents may be only margin
Literacy Volunteers of West Vir- ally literate, but they are counseled 
ginia has worked with are primari- on how to promote literacy in their 
fy of Irish and Scottish descent. The offspring. At the very least, being 
education system has also failed literacy-conscious will foster some 
many of her students. "It's not just sense of grounding for low-level 
an urban perception that public readers in an increasingly techno
education has failed . That's a per- logical society. 
ception here in West Virginia as "The movement towards a more 
well." technological society is very fright-

Like other literacy programs, ening for an illiterate person," says 
Literacy Volunteers really doesn' t Dobkin, "because it moves access 
reach what Ambrose terms the [to participating in the society] 
"hardcore illiterates. " She is further away. It just contributes to 
speaking of those who reside in the a general feeling that the world is 
series of West Virginia mountains passing you by. The fewer skills 
and valleys known as the "hollers" you have, the less options you 
(hollows). Their isolation from so- have everywhere down the line. " 
ciety at large is physical as well as In an earlier America it was a 
intellectual. testimonial to the human spirit 

"Back up in the 'hollers,' they when Sojourner Truth proclaimed, 
have a saying, 'Up here you only "I cannot read, but l can read 
see a small part of the sky because people. " In another America it was 
you're surrounded by mountains. ' possible for Andrew Johnson to 
And these people are isolated from grow up as an unlettered youth 
the rest of the world in a different and become President of the Unit
way. They don' t talk to strangers. ed States. In another America a 
These people won't respond to nonliterate woman named Harriet 
media blitzes. They might not even Tubman could be a moving force in 
have electricity. Many of them are a national human rights network 
raising their families on less than such as the Underground Railroad. 
$1,000 a year. They aren' t really But as the United States ap
concerned with learning how to proaches the 21st century two 
read. Their primary concern is forms of literacy will become man
catching something to eat for din- datory for survival: basic skills and 
ner tonight." computer literacy. 

S 
"Most people think that they 

uch families don' t foster high- have never met an illiterate per-
1 y literate individuals , son," says Grace Holmes, of Litera

and given the physical barriers to cy Volunteers in New York City. 
reaching into such communities, Such erroneous assumptions are 
it's unlikely that this situation will based on the lengths to which 
be reversed in the near-future. nonreaders will go to "cover up. " It 
Allowing for appropriate distinc- is the humiliating nature of illitera
tions, their urban counterparts are cy that prompts so many 
the millions who live in the can- nonreaders to endure their handi
yons created by the high-rise cap in silence, rather than seek 
buildings of American cities. help. "Headaches," "misplaced" 

In many urban areas literacy glasses, and "forgetfulness" are 
programs are instituting parent- some of the alibis they will employ 
child reading workshops. Many of to protect themselves. 
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The number of 
nonliterate adults in 

the U.S. in 1984 
exceeded by seven 
million the number 
of Americans who 
voted for Ronald 

Reagan for 
president. 

"Illiteracy is not synonymous turally literate ." Dobkin says, 
with a lack of intelligence, " "Once you get these people out
Holmes says. "The fact of the mat- side of the classroom, you say, 
ter is that there are many people 'Wow, he does this, or he does 
who simply have not learned to that!' What we really want to say of 
read," but they can do many pther such people is merely that he or she 
things that indicate considerable is a nonreader or a low-level 
intelligence. reader. " 

T 
Ralph immigrated to the United 

ake the case of Vanessa States from Trinidad when he was 
Lewis. One of her brothers 18. Convinced since childhood that 

graduated from West Point; the he was dumb and could never 
other became a pilot, but she-a learn to read, he became an ex
mathematics wizard and college tremely dexterous handyman. All 
graduate-couldn't read. "I really went well in his work as a janitor 
thought there was something until one day his supervisor jeered 
wrong with me," she says. at him: "What are you looking 

This led to tremendous problems through a magazine for? Every
of low self-esteem. She had been body knows you can' t read!" 
humiliated in junior high school Ashamed, he never returned to the 
when she confided her dilemma to job, not even to pick up his 
her teacher, who placed her in a paycheck. 
first-grade class of non-English- Finally, after living in the U.S. 
speaking Vietnamese . schoolchil- for 12 years, he conquered his fear 
dren. After the humiliation of that of failure and entered a literacy 
experience she decided to fake the program, which he completed suc
rest of the way through her aca- cessfully. His fear was typical. "A 
demic career. lot of students come into a literacy 

Singing one night at a Literacy program with a history of failure, " 
Volunteers awards dinner, she says Dobkin. "This is a very slow 
listened to the testimony of process. You have to talk to that 
nonreaders who were meeting part of the person that wants to 
their deficiency head-on. She re- learn, and you have to reassure 
calls, "It still took me two more them that they are going to learn." 
r,ears to get the nerve to say, 'I am Often the additional pressures of 
illiterate. Can you help me?"' adult life can frustrate even the 
When · she finally did take that most enthusiastic of students. It is 
fateful step, she found herself sadly true that in many cases 
greeted by people who didn't con- enthusiasm has not been able to 
sider her dumb but an intelligent overcome years of rejection by the 
young woman. At last, she could educational system or the more 
say, ''I now have no handicap. I am immediate job and family de
free to live the life that I am meant mands. 
to live. I have learned to love The devastation of the human 
myself." spirit is but one of the byproducts 

Vanessa's experience helps us to of illiteracy. Being unable to read 
understand why the simplistic def- also means a stripping of social and 
inition of illiteracy as the inability political power. Consider this: in 
to read may be misleading since 1984 the number of nonliterate 
people who are not the best of adults in the country exceeded the 
readers may be "orally and cul- number of Americans who voted 
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for Ronald Reagan by seven mil
lion. Illiteracy excludes about one
third of the adult population from 
the democratic process. Illiteracy 
and low literacy also leave far too 
many Americans dependent on 
television for their primary source 
of information. 

"This isn't a particularly literate 
culture that we live in," complains 
Dobkin. "And one of the hardest 
things for students who are long
term nonreaders to do is enter the 
reader's culture. My home and 
your home are full of books and 
magazines. This isn't so with 
nonreaders. In addition to teaching 
them how to decode words and to 
get the meaning of a paragraph, we 
also have to teach them that pick
ing up a book or a newspaper is not 
some alien act." 

But nonreaders will receive min
imal reinforcement from their liter
ate American counterparts. Ac
cording to a study published in 
1985 by the National Adult Literacy 
Project, watching television is the 
third most common activity of 
American adults. (The mandatory 
acts of working and sleeping head 
the list.) Americans are reading 
much less today. Nearly 40 percent 
of those under age 21 do not read 
books at all. This figure should 
come as no surprise; 45 percent of 
the adult population doesn't read 
the newspaper. 

M eanwhile we wait for the 
government to move 

ahead. The National Advisory 
Council of Education estimates 
that the federal government needs 
to spend at least $5 billion annually 
to make significant headway in 
overcoming the illiteracy epidemic. 
The Reagan Administration's basic 
strategy for eradicating illiteracy, 
however, has been to pass the 
responsibility on to the private 
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David Smith, an artist and former 
tennis champion, began learning to read 
nine years ago . He says that gaining 
literacy was the biggest boost of 
self-es teem in his life . He now directs a 
program for the city parks department in 
Atlanta. 

Carolos Nolasco moved to California 
from El Salvador in 1978. Although he 
could read Spanish, his lack of English 
skills made him "immediately illitera te," 
he recalls . After learning English, he 
became active in the literacy movement, 
which he says is not just about reading, 
but about "becoming active in our 
communities ." 

Mollie Burney couldn't read fo ur years 
ago . On welfare and cleaning toilets in 
Washington, D.C. , her life seemed grim . 
Now she is an active reader and a 
VISTA literacy worker, proud of herself 
and her accomplishments . She is espe
cially concerned about teaching young 
mothers the importance of reading. 

Few churches have 
made literacy a 

priority for 
ministry at the 

congregational or 
the national stan 

level. 

sector, state and local governments 
and volunteer groups. 

"Why is it that the art of war 
should be a national priority while 
the art of living has been left to 
volunteers, to local corporations or 
to overburdened school boards in 
underfunded states?" Jonathan 
Kozol asks. 

Following are some of the things 
that happen because people can' t 
read: 

A nine-day-old baby dies when 
her mother, who can't read mea
suring instructions, feeds her un
diluted formula; 

A railroad engineer charged with 
negligence in a fatal accident 
admits that he had difficulty read
ing his service manual; 

A farmhand accidently kills a 
herd of cattle because he fed them 
poison instead of food. 

The list of tragedies is long and 
pathetic. Yet the nation's leaders 
drag their feet. Most research in 
this field indicates that the most 
effective medium to wage war on 
illiteracy is through community
based institutions. And that was a 
message that resounded at a 
three-day conference in 1987 
sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches and the Johnson 
Foundation on church involve
ment in literacy in North America. 
Several denominations conduct in
formal, community-based reading 
programs as part of their ongoing 
ministry. However, not too many 
have made literacy a part of their 
national program and assign litera
cy responsibilities to staff persons. 

In communities like those in 
West Virginia where Jean Ambrose 
is stationed, churches are often the 
only medium by which to reach the 
population. Yet she has had little 
luck 

"We really haven' t been able to 
get the religious networks in
volved," she laments. The United 
Methodists and Episcopalians, for 
example, have been indifferent. 
"I've had more than one minister 
say to me, 'We don' t have anyone 
in our congregation who can' t 
read." ' Her appeals to more funda
mentalist congregations have fall
en on even deafer ears. "The 
fundamentalists down here have 
no social action impulse. It's in 
these little churches that you find 
the people who can't read." 

This presents a stark contrast to 
what has occurred in individual 
congregations that have discov
ered they have a crucial role to 
play. There are a variety of possi
bilities: publicity via newsletters; 
speaking out publicly on literacy as 
a justice issue; recruiting students 
and tutors; making significant fi
nancial contributions; allowing use 
of space and equipment; supplying 
books and materials. 

When the church asks itself 
where it ought to go in terms of 
literacy work," says Mike Fox, " it 
ought to think about where it was 
when people marched to Selma, 
Alabama. The Sunday school 
teacher who spots the child who 
can't read the lesson aloud ought to 
become an advocate on behalf of 
that child." 

"Of all the people who should 
understand what we're trying to 
do, it should be the churches," 
says Nancy Oakley. "It' s very 
frustrating when you're trying to 
find a meeting space and some
body in the church is nervous 
about us being in the building. 
They really should have a little 
more faith and say, 'Come on 
in."' 0 

Kenneth M. Jones is a freelance writer 
based in New York City. 
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Committed to making a difference in the world, 
United Methodist youth integrate their gifts and 
graces with God's call to serve other people. 

By Kenneth J. Guest 

"What is a US-2?" someone asked 
me recently. "Is that the name of 
one of the robots in the Star Wars 
movies?" 

"No," I answered, "they were 
R2D2 and C3PO." 

"Oh, I know! It's the name of 
some pop-rock band, isn' t it?" 

"No," I said, "you're thinking of 
"U-2." 

"Well, what is a US-2!" my 
friend cried. 

Do you know? 
US-2s are United Method

ists.They are young (usually be
tween 22 and 30 years old). The 
"US" stands for where they work, 
the "2" how many years they 
work. They are bright. Some of 

them are a little crazy. You may 
have met one, or worked with one, 
or even talked with one, or maybe 
even been one. 

US-2s have a college degree or 
significant work experience and 
want to explore the meaning of 
mission in today's world. The US-2 
program, under the auspices of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
is designed to provide young 
adults with an opportunity to de
velop their leadership skills and 
share their talents and gifts with 
others. 

US-2s serve for two years as 
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youth workers, residence manag
ers, teachers, outreach workers, 
community organizers and pro
gram coordinators in diverse min
istries throughout the United 
States, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands. Commitment to the Chris
tian faith and sensitivity in cross
cultural settings are important. 
Selected applicants receive hous
ing, food, health insurance, and a 
stipend of $200 per month. 

But that is just a sketchy outline 
of a US-2. There is much more. 

US-2s for 1988-90 at an 
orientation session in Washington, D.C. 
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At heart, US-2s are young peo
ple struggling to integrate their 
gifts and graces with God's call to 
serve other people. They may have 
an education or significant job 
experience, but they may not know 
how to put that to work in God's 
world. They may feel called to 
ministry but not yet know to what. 

From July 28 through August 13, 
1988, 17 young people took the 
next step toward answering some 
of those questions as they gathered 
for the US-2 orientation in Wash
ington, D.C. The orientation is not 
designed to be a skill-training 
event. The US-2s are selected on 
the basis of their having the basic 
skills and personal qualities neces
sary for mission service. Instead, 
the orientation is an introduction to 
particular issues and ways of exa
mining them. 

During the 1988 orientation, 
US-2s peppered keynote speaker 
Karen Morrow with questions 
about the causes of poverty in 
Washington, D.C. After a while 
Karen exclaimed, with a twinkle of 
joy and surprise in her eyes, "You 
all are asking some really good 
questions. I can tell you don't have 
your heads in the sand. You're 
really looking around and trying to 
figure it out." After a brief pause 
she added, "I guess ostriches don' t 
become US-2s." 

Over the next two weeks US-2s 
struggled with issues of racism, 
classism and sexism. They worked 
side by side with tenants in inner
city Washington who were at
tempting to maintain their homes 
despite deteriorating neighbor
hood conditions or negligent land
lords. They saw strip mines and 
abandoned factories in the Appala
chian mountains. They learned 
about the rural farm crisis and 
about AIDS. And they studied the 
Bible to understand more deeply 

eco 

God's covenant with the people 
and the land and their own respon
sibility in upholding or breaking the orientation. 

At left, US-2 
Lane Coleman 

(left in picture), 
from Ohio, works at 
Wesley Community 

Center in Mobile, 
Alabama; US-2 

Gary Podschun, from 
Kansas, works at 

Metro-United Methodist 
Urban Ministry 

in San Diego. 

Below, US-2s during a 
workshop discussion on "racism, 

classism, and sexism." 

that covenant. " It is crucial that people make 
Together as a group, the US-2s the connections between the prob

challenged each other to be better lems they will be dealing with and 
Christians. They sought to build a their root causes," sa id Ann 
supportive community of peers. Unander of the General Board of 
They played together, laughed Global Ministries' Mission Person
together, and cried together. They nel Resources Program Depart
thought long and hard about their ment. "People must begin to see 
own participation in structures of the connections, otherwise their 
oppression, and they struggled to efforts will be too shallow and they 
begin to see the root causes of the will merely be going through the 
problems they would face in their motions. " 
assignments. Their willingness to This year' s US-2s are the latest in 
think, learn, challenge, question, a long line of young people eager 
and grow was evident throughout and willing to serve God and the 
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US-2s (I. to r.) Gary Podschun, Susan 
Priest, Bill Hurr, and Joanne Reich plan 
a community worship service. 

people of God through The United 
Methodist Church. The first class 
of US-2s was trained and sent out 
in 1951. The program grew out of 
the Overseas-3 initiative, which 
started after World War II with 
Methodist young people going to 
Japan for a period of tnree years to 
participate in reconciliation be
tween the two countries. Soon, the 
Overseas-3 program was expand
ed to include other countries. The 
US-2 program was developed as 
the United States counterpart and 
later served as a model for U.S. 
government programs like the 
Peace Corps and VISTA. 

Throughout its history the US-2 
program has sought to provide 
opportunities for young adults to 
test out their commitment to mis
sion and the church in a defined 
fashion and to encourage young 
adults to be involved in grassroots 
mission outreach which is firmly 
rooted in an international and 
global context. 

Why do so many young adults 
want to be US-2s? Let' s hear 
directly from them: 

Julie Kline: "I was interested in 
US-2s because I would be within a 
community. I looked into the Peace 
Corps, but chose this because I 
would have a community to un
dergird me." 

Mary Knooihiusen: "I want to 
make sure teaching is what I want 
to do for the rest of my life." 

Susan Priest: "I want to work in 
community and see where dance 
fits into the church." 

Joann Reich: "I have a business 
background, and thought I would 
see if I could use it for the church 
before I went on." 

Bill Hurr: "I want the experience 
of working with people. I'm think
ing about eventually going to semi
nary. " 

Connie Kirby Jordan: "I have a 
bachelor's degree in sociology but I 
don't think a master' s will be much 
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good without some experience 
first ." 

Tommy Wilkes: "I wanted to do 
missionary work, and so I took this 
opportunity." 

Cathy Hornbuckle: "I definitely 
want to work in some kind of 
ministry, but I don' t know what 
yet. I want to take the time to 
evaluate where I want to go. " 

Now do you know what a US-2 
is? 

US-2s come from many back
grounds. They are multi-skilled 
and creative. They are young peo
ple who have taken the initiative to 
be leaders in the church today, and 
they are commited to making a 
difference in the world. Perhaps 
most importantly, US-2s are 
young people willing to wrestle 
with and share their dreams for a 
more just society and a world in 
which God's peace and love is 
more clearly known . 
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Top photo, US-2s bound for a work project at a Washington, D.C. 
housing project; below, Susan Priest, left, and Camilla Taft a.-:_t .:.a.~.r~"'".::'": 
US-2 r~ral exposure in Lonaconing, Maryland . SUMMER INTERN PROGRAM 

The National Program Division 
offers an annual Summer Intern 
Program. The program provides a 
mission leadership experience for 
15 to 20 college students for a 
period of 10 weeks. The interns 
work in National Program Divi
sion-related agencies, including 
community centers, children' s 
homes, cooperative parishes, bat
tered women's shelters and com
munity organizing projects. The 
National Program Division pro
vides interns with a $100 weekly 
stipend and travel to and from the 
place of assignment. The place
ment agencies supply the interns' 
room and board. 

If you want to become a US-2, or if 
you want information about the 
program, write: 

Mission Personnel Resources 
Program Department, General 
Board of Global Ministries, The 
United Methodist Church, 475 Riv
erside Drive, Room 1470, New 
York, NY 10115. 

Call TOLL FREE: 1-800--054-
5929 
***THE ANNUAL DEADLINE 
FOR APPLICATIONS IS FEBRU
ARY 1*** 

MISSION INTERN PROGRAM 
The three-year, multi-ethnic in
tern program involves young 
adults in a one-month orientation, 
15 months of work-study over
seas, and 16 months of action 
education in the United States. 
Asian American, Black American, 
Hispanic American and Native 
American young adults also have 

For more information and applica
tions contact: 
Robert Walton 
National Program Division 
General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10115 
(212) 870--3825 
THE ANNUAL DEADLINE FOR 
APPLICATIONS IS MARCH 1 o 

the option of a one-year program Kenneth J. Guest joined the staff of the 
which includes the orientation, GBGM'S World Program Division 
nine or more months overseas, and this month, responsible for liaison with 
a period of interpretation in youth, young adult and student min
churches in the U.S. Mission In- istries . He expects to complete his 
terns receive subsistence salary, degree from Union Theological Semi-
housing, travel and insurance. nary in New York this May. 
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g ne of my favorite hymns is 
"Lift High the Cross." I like 

i s firmation of the central point 
of evangelism, "the love of God 
proclaim . ... "In this periodic pre
sentation on mission evangelism I 
want to begin to explore the ways 
we proclaim God's love. That task 
will be both joyful and difficult; for 
though mission evangelism is a 
central task in the world Christian 
mission, it is a task which stirs 
considerable debate regarding its 
precise nature. 

Through the pages of New World 
Outlook, I hope to celebrate both 
the joy of salvation and grapple 
with the problems of our failure to 
be faithful witnesses. We will re
joice together over evangelism well 
done, and perhaps weep together 
over failure. I invite you to think 
with us, argue with us, and (most 
important) pray for us as we join in 
partnership with God in mission 
evangelism. 

Partnership, that is what I want 
to focus on. I was reminded of 
partnership recently when David 
Pearsons, one of our General Board 
of Global Ministries' missionaries 

to Zaire, 
visited the 
church where 
my family and 
I attend and 
presented us 
with a hand
carved cross of 
Mulungwishi. 

Like most of you, 
I have seen a variety 
of crosses from the 
Jerusalem cross to an
gular modern varie
ties. I've seen crosses 
made of olive wood, dog
wood, hickory, palm, and 
plastic, and even from rail
road spikes and steel bar
rels. I've seen them on dis
tant church spires and store 
front rescue missions. I've 
seen them on bumper stickers 
and suspended from gold chains 
on people's necks. Some of these 
crosses have moved me to listen 
more closely for God's word, and 
reflect more deeply on Christ's call 
to go into all the world and make 
disciples, while others have caused 
me to cringe aesthetically or shake 
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By Garry 0. Parker 
my head in disgust. 

Occasionally when I am medi
tating on the Cross of Christ, and 
God's Spirit reminds me of the 
enormity of that "full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice," my eyes tear 

and God's cleansing, forgiving 
grace gently teaches me the 
price of new life once more. 
When David Pearsons held up 
the cross of Mulungwishi, 

God's Spirit spoke power
fully to me of both Christ's 
sacrifice and of our part
nership in the task of 
world mission. 

Mulungwishi is in 
southern Zaire in an 

area where The United 
Methodist Church is 
growing rapidly. The 
Rev. Elwood Bart
lett, one of our re
tired missionaries, 

worked in partnership with 
Kandondo, an African lay leader in 
one of the churches, in designing 
and carving the cross. David Pear
sons is Mr. Bartlett's son-in-law. 
He and his wife Lorene still work at 
our seminary in Mulungwishi. 
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Mission Evangelism: 

The Cross of Mulungwishi is no 
plastic cross. Its maker put real 
effort into the carving of its hard 
surface. Its uniqueness grows from 
those carvings. On its rough-hewn 
surface hands stand out in stark 
relief. At the top, the creating-re
creating hand of God reaches 
down. On each arm of the cross the 
pierced hands of Christ reach out 
to a dying world. From the foot of 
the cross, the seeking, helping 
hands of people reach up. From the 
intersection of the cross a dove 
reminds us of the convicting, 
cleansing, enabling Spirit of God. 

From the moment David showed 
me this cross, I heard the word 
partnership. The cross of Mulung
wishi is filled with hands in part
nership. They are hands which 
create and recreate. Hands which 
sacrifice and love. Hands which 
ask and give. 

In the General Board of Global 
Ministries' Theology of Mission 
Statement, Partnership in God's 
Mission, it says, "Partnership in 
God's mission means being in 
mission as God is in mission. It is 
global in focus and local in expres-

sion . .. The church in mission 
with God is the community of the 
new covenant which bears unique 
witness to God' s revelation in Jes us 
Christ, confessing in word and 
deed the good news of salvation 
from God." Those thoughts are 
clearly illustrated in both the cross 
of Mulungwishi and in the work of 
that mission station. 

ing our church and schools there, 
have been a blessing to us . 

This partnership would not have 
lasted iI it were not for what lies at 
the center of the hands. The Holy 
Spirit is God our sustainer and 
enabler and our bond of peace. Our 
partnership with God, which per
mits mission evangelism to go on, 
is totally dependent on the sus
taining, enabling power of God's 
Spirit. That power is amplified 
through our effective prayer fel
lowship. As the Partnership docu
ment affirms, "Through unceasing 
prayer on behalf of one another 
and the whole human family, 
mission partners are connected to 
the ever-flowing grace of God. 
Therefore let us hear the witness of 
the cross of Mulungwishi as we 
move forward in mission evangel
ism. D 

How does one measure partner
ship? Its full measure can only be 
seen in God's invitation to us to be 
partners with God in reconciling 
grace toward the world. But it can 
also be measured in the relation
ships of Mulungwishi. At various 
times, people from Norway, Den
mark, Belgium, Switzerland, and 
the United States have joined with 
African brothers and sisters to 
work in education, medicine, agri
culture, and church development 
at Mulungwishi. Health centers, 
better crops, schools, and churches The Rev. Garry 0 . Parker serves as 
have grown from this dynamic consultant for the Mission Evangelism 
partnership. Three bishops and Committee. He has served as a mis
scores of other pastors have gradu- sionary in Indonesia and as pastor to 
ated from the theological school the international congregation in El 
there . Magnificent African art, Salvador. He is from the Peninsula 
carvings and stained glass, adorn- Conference. 
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Benevolent 
Fish 

inStran Waters 
One of the most formidable obsta
cles faced by missionaries and 
others who have offered them
selves for service in Latin America 
is that of cultural adaptation. The 
inability to adjust to a cultural home. Here, one not only has to 
environment that is not one's own struggle with a different language 
has caused many well-intentioned but with a whole set of subtle social 
servants to leave their posts early signals that one does not under
and has greatly reduced the effec- stand. Here, others don't always 
tiveness of many others. respond to social signals and hints 

This author, who has served as a in the manner that one has been 
missionary in three Latin-Ameri- conditioned to expect. 
can countries since the early 1960s, For instance, in a country like 
and as director of The Center for Colombia, you might invite the 
Intercultural Dialogue and Action neighbor's kids to attend your 
in Latin America (CIDALA) in child's birthday party but they may 
Bogota, Colombia, has had the never reciprocate. This is because 
opportunity to observe many most of the social life in this 
North Americans and Eurofeans country takes place in the context 
facing different degrees o dis- of the extended family which in
orientation and anxiety resulting eludes the nuclear family, grand
from their attempts to function in a parents, aunts, uncles and distant 
Latin-American culture. Some for- cousins. The kids living right next 
eign residents and members of door to you may never come over 
their families were so devastated to play for the very same reason. 
by their inability to cope with their However, all Latin American 
new cultural environment that countries are not alike in this 
they returned to North America or respect, and the very existence of 
Europe within months of their many national and regional varia
arrival, although many of them tions in language and social cus
came with intentions of serving for toms makes cultural adaptation 
years or an entire lifetime in Latin even more difficult for those expa
America. One family lasted only triates who move from one Latin-
five weeks. American country to another. 

One of the best analogies de- Mission boards often send their 
scribing a person of Anglo-Saxon new Latin-American missionaries 
background arriving to live and to a Spanish-language school in 
work in Latin America is that of a one country and then transfer 
fish that is taken out of its familiar them on to their field of service 
and peaceful lake and transported after they have spent several 
to a very different environment. months learning the basics of the 
The new waters may not be salty or language. Missionaries who spend 
brackish but the subtle differences a year learning Spanish in Costa 
are enough to cause uneasiness Rica, as did this writer, are in for a 
and anxiety. First of all, the mis- great surprise when they arrive in a 
sionary is anxious about being so country like Argentina and discov
far away from home, old familiar er that even freshly arrived Span
landmarks, friends and family. iards cannot understand the "lun
Here, one encounters a communi- fardo" dialect spoken in Buenos 
cations problem unknown back Aires and other large cities. Some 
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of the most proper Castillian terms 
learned in Costa Rican polite so
ciety are the dirtiest words in the 
Argentine language. More than 
one well-intentioned new mission
ary has shocked a South American 
congregation with Central-Ameri
can vocabulary. 

National and regional differ
ences in Latin-American culture 
become obvious to anyone who 
has lived and traveled extensively 
in this fart of the world. But in 
spite o linguistic and cultural 
variations that can be found when 
moving from one sub-culture to 
another, there are some readily 
identifiable customs and modes of 
behavior that characterize Latin 
America as a whole. The foreigner 
arriving in most Latin-American 
countries is likely to have problems 
in adjusting to the ways in which 
Latin Americans manage such gen
eral categories as time, space, per
sonal relations, social commit
ments, business transactions, etc. 

Persons in North America or 
Europe who have decided to dedi
cate even a small part of their lives 
to work and service in Latin 
America cannot afford to minimize 
the cultural differences they will 
encounter. They must make an 
effort to understand them and then 
to adjust to them instead of con
stantly complaining or attempting 
to force the new environment into 
their own cultural mold. The big
gest temptation for those who have 
to open a checking account or face 
the bureaucracy and apply for a 
residence visa or a driver's license 
is to say, "Why do you complicate 
things so? Back in my country all 
we have to do is . .. " This attitude 
can only serve to deepen one's 
frustration or alienate the citizen's 
of the host country. 

Patience is the chief virtue re
quired of North Americans or 
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Europeans living in Latin America. 
Most persons accustomed to the 
technological and organizational 
advantage of the northern hemi
sphere Iind it most difficult to 
stand in long lines, to try to use 
telephones that never seem to 
work, or to wade through the 
incredible complexities of state, 
religious and private bureaucra
cies. "Why do I have to stand in 
this long line every month to pay 
my utilities bill?" exclaimed a fel
low expatriate waiting in front of 
me a few months ago. "Do you 
know," he remarked in his broken 
Spanish to some Argentines within 
earshot, "back in the United States 
we write checks for all of our 
monthly bills and mail them to our 
creditors." What he was actually 
implying was: "Why are you Ar
gentines so stupid?" 

One elderly gentleman over
hearing the above remark could 
contain his irritation no longer and 
said, "Don' t you realize that our 
economic situation is so bad that 
the great majority of us cannot 
afford to have a checking account 
and that the mail service is so 
irregular that nobody can be sure 
that his check, even if he had one, 
would arrive on time or ever." This 
incident serves to indicate that 
many of the frustrations and irrita
tions of foreigners would be miti
gated if they made a serious at
tempt to understand why Latins do 
things as they do. 

The management of time, al
ready mentioned above, is one of 
the characteristics of Latin-Ameri
can culture that greatly disturbs 

orth Americans and Europeans 
who have been drilled on the 
"morality" of being "on time" 
since childhood. Latin-American 
countries vary in their under
standing of being "on time." 

In most countries, arriving fif-

Language and culture 
are not the only dif
ferences missionaries 
(and others) from North 
America have to confront 
in Latin America. 

By 
Raymond K. DeHainaut 

seen for some time might invite me 
to join him for a cue of coffee." 
Then he explained, 'You Ameri
cans have difficulty in understand

teen minutes to an hour late is no ing that friendships and human 
cause for alarm. Some countries refationships are more important 
have even a greater tolerance. One to us than being slaves to a clock." 
North-American couple, arriving This raises the question of values. 
"on time" at the Teatro Rivdavia in An attempt to understand these 
Cordoba, Argentina, for a concert values should be our first step 
which had been advertised to toward comprehending why Latin 
begin at 8:00 p.m. discovered that Americans do things as they do. A 
they were the only persons in the case in point is the Latin attitude 
theater. Other members of the toward work. A popular refrain, 
audience started to trickle in "Latin Americans work in order to 
around 9:15 and the performance live while North Americans live in 
began at 9:45 . When they queried order to work," sums it up. 
the people who came to sit next to Foreign residents are often un
thern about the great discrepancy easy about the way in which Latins 
between the announced time and handle space. North Americans, 
the actual beginning of the perfor- and particularly Anglo-Saxons, are 
mance they were told: "Anyone very touchy about their personal 
living in Cordoba should know space. North Americans uncon
that theatrical performances here sciously project an invisible space 
always begin around an hour and a shield extending outwards some 
half after their announced time. " three or four feet and anyone 
This couple finally began to avoid invading this space makes us feel 
frustration when they learned to uncomfortable. Latin Americans 
adapt themselves to the cornrnuni- have a tendency to talk to us face to 
ty' s sense of "social timing." face and this makes us uneasy and 

La tin Americans of various we back away, some of us right up 
countries often jokingly make a against the wall . For the Latin 
distinction between " tiempo la- American this is a sign of rejection. 
tino" (Latin time) and " tiempo Some new arrivals have difficul
arnericano" (American time). If ty in dealing with the "abrazo." 
someone is calling a meeting and this is when you are greeted by a 
says "Be there at 8:00 p.m. Ameri- Latin man who hugs you and in 
can time," it means one plans to some countries might even kiss 
start the meeting at 8:00 p.m. sharp you in spite of the fact that you are 
and not at 8:30 p.m. But inevitably, another man. Latins, in general, 
someone will arrive late at this like to touch. If you put 20 Latins 
meeting as well. into an elevator, every one touches 

Once this author asked a group everyone and no one gives it a 
of Latin-American friends the thought. You can put an equal 
question, "Why do Latin Ameri- number of Anglo-Saxons into the 
cans find it so difficult to be same, or even a smaller elevator, 
punctual?" One member of the and miraculously, no one is 
group remarked that he is some- touched. 
times late if he happens to meet a Cultural differences also have a 
friend on the street on the way to a way of cropping up in personal 
meeting. "This friend I haven't relationships. Latin Americans, in 
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Cultural adaptation 
will be a much happier 
experience for those 
missionaries who can 
accept the differences 
in Latin America general, place a great value on 

warm personal relationships. The 
foreigner who gets along well with 
Latin acquaintances is one who is 
considered by them to be "simpa
tico." "Simpatico" means "friend- or some other organization and 
ly," but it also means much more never lived up to their promises. In 
than this. The "persona simpatica" Anglo-Saxon culture they would 
is the person who gives individu- be considered to be out and out 
als, and everyone in a group, a liars, but in a Latin context these 
warm handshake and a smile on incidents illustrate the Latin's diffi
meeting them and another hand- culty in saying "no" to a friend . 
shake when saying good-bye. Peo- Latins are overly polite when it 
ple who know each other well in comes to friends and will go to 
some countries such as Argentina almost any lengths to make them 
say "hello" and "good-bye" with a comfortable or to do them a favor. 
kiss on the cheek. In the city of But the opposite is often true when it 
Rosario, evangelical pastors kiss comes to strangers. Foreigners are 
the females of all ages on the cheek often chagrined by the behavior of 
as they depart from the morning Latins in public places. Function
and evening services. aries in post offices and other 

Small talk and inquiries about government bureaucracies can be 
the health and welfare of the very cold and unhelpful. Perhaps 
person greeted and members of the this is because of their low salaries. 
family are expected before one In countries such as Colombia, it is 
mentions any specific business one not unusual for clients to step in 
might want to transact. The same front of you in line and they are 
thing goes in writing letters. The likely to rant and rave at you if you 
Spanish writing style is very rich object. The most amiable people 
and flowery and the opening and you know in Argentina can become 
closing lines are usually flowery absolute tyrants when they get 
and "simpatica." behind the wheel of a car. "In my 

Latin Americans are made to feel country, the pedestrian always has 
uncomfortable by the Yankee ten- the right-of-way," remarked one 
dency to cut the greetings short expatriate. In many Latin-Ameri
and get quickly down to business. can countries, where driving is 
Even servants expect better treat- more of a sport than a skill, these 
ment than this. A sense of humoris can become "famous last words." 
also greatly prized by Latins and Social commitments and social 
this makes the foreigner all the relations in Latin America can also 
more "simpatico." be perplexing for the foreign resi-

Some of the misunderstandings dent. A junior executive in Colom
that crop up between foreigners bia once remarked that he had been 
and Latins result from the fact that in that country two years and had 
Latins are sometimes overly sensi- never been invited to dinner or to a 
tive to the feelings of friends. This "fiesta" in a Colombian home. As 
author has known several occa- already mentioned above, most of 
sions when Latins agreed to meet the social life in this country takes 
their foreign friends in a certain place in the context of the extended 
place at a certain time or take on a family . The~e are cases, however, 
specific responsibility in a church when foreigners have become 
[30) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1989 

"simpatico" enough to establish 
close friendships and break into 
the family-centered social life. Ar
gentines seem to be more inclined 
to provide "asados" (grilled beef 
cookouts) for their foreign friends. 

A lack of cultural savoir faire is 
often the cause of the foreigner's 
failure or difficulties in business 
transactions whether they be secu
lar or religious. The foreigner's 
concept of time and timing which 
has already been mentioned above 
is one of the stumbling blocks here. 
This part of the cultural baggage 
one carries can get one off to a bad 
start from the very beginning. 

Latin American executives are 
prone to have their visitors wait for 
them in some outer office. The 
business or church executives from 
the north can understand this to 
some extent, but in their own 
business environment, the length 
of time they have to sit and cool 
their heels is an indication of their 
importance in the eyes of their 
host. But this is not necessarily the 
case as far as Latin-Americans are 
concerned. Executive visitors here 
are accustomed to longer periods 
of waiting, even up to an bour if 
necessary . But not the North 
Americans. Anything past fifteen 
minutes they feel is a put-down. 

One of the important cultural 
rituals one must learn to practice if 
one intends to carry out successful 
business transactions with Latin 
America is that of establishing 
"confianza." "Confianza" means 
confidence, but it means more than 
that. The Latin businessperson 
wants to know something about 
the visitor's inner character, and 
set of values. "Is this someone I can 
admire and trust?" 

The North American who wants 
to get right down to business is 
unlikely to get very far . The Latin
American will want to take a 
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considerable amount of time to get 
to know something about the new 
business acquaintance's family, in
terest in books, hobbies, and artis
tic skills . The best way for the 
foreigner to establish "confianza' ' 
is to demonstrate that he or she is a 
cultured person. A foreigner con
versant in literature 
and the arts has a 
special " in." 

Most Latin Americans considers 
themselves to be basically poetic by 
nature, as demonstrated by the 
Uruguayan Rodo in his famous 
book Ariel published back at the 
turn of the century. The hero of this 
book is Ariel, the bright angel of 
the sensitive and poetic spirit of the 
Latins. His adversary is Caliban, 
the dark angel of materialism and 
the pragmatic spirit. Rodo con
cluded that most Latin Americans 
are children of Ariel, while most 
North Americans are inheritors of 

Caliban's gross materialistic spirit. 
The image of Caliban is just one 

of the negative stereotypes that the 
foreign resident, particularly the 
North Americans, will have to live 
with. In some circles, they will 
feel that they are being 
rejected as representative 
of the dominant, imper
ialistic power in the north. At 
other times, people will express 
their admiration for the spirit of 
democracy, progress and mone
tary power the North American is 
perceived to represent. This posi-

tive attitude 
towards the "gringo" or "Yankee" 
is sometimes more difficult to 
endure than rejection when it 
becomes too enthusiastic, border-

ing on servility. This author has 
been made to feel uneasy 

on many occasions by 
persons making public 

declarations that they 
love everything 11American, 11 

and if they can' t find a way to 
go and spend the rest of their days 
in that imagined paradise in the 
north, they will be as "American" 
as they can while 
remaining in 
their own 

country. 
Many elements comprise these 

strange waters where the expatri
ate fish will attempt to swim. 
Surprisingly enough, there are as
pects of this new environment that 
end up being even more pleasing 
and gratifying than what one has 
known back home. This is particu
larly true of the immense value that 
Latin Americans place on friend
ship. 

The North American, in particu-
lar, is accustomed to the 

practice of 

establishing many friendships of a 
very surerficial nature which, be
cause o his or her rapid mobility, 
are quickly left behind without a 
second thought. In the beginning, 

it might become 
somewhat difficult 
for the expatriate to 

make friends in a new 
environment. But once these 

friendships are established, they 
become enriching relationships 
which endure for many years or 
even a lifetime. In the north, we 
tend to suddenly drop those 
friends who become less 
socially acceptable or 
advantageous 
to us. 

waters 
for 
those 
who come 
from other environments. 
Cultural adaptation will become a 
much happier experience for those 
expatriates who can accept these 
differences and make an effort to 
try and understand them in terms 
of their general historical-cultural 
context. o 

The Rev. Raymond DeHainaut , a United 
Methodist missionary to Argentina , is 
currently missionary interpreter-in-resi
dence for the Southeastern Jurisdiction , 
based in Atlanta . 
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amarita 
Laramie , Wyoming churches 
reach out to stranded 
and troubled travelers 

Text and Photos by Norma Reiners 

Top photo, church volunteers 
prepare a meal for stranded 

travelers; below travelers are 
interviewed before receiving 

help from the funcl. 
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nterstate 80 is an east
wes t artery pulsing 
with heavy traffic from 
New York City to San 
Francisco. Most tra
velers have a destina
tion and the means to 

get there. But some do not. They 
need help, and this has created a 
problem for towns along the way. 

Laramie, Wyo., a college town 
with a population of 25,000, is 
located along I-BO's least populat
ed stretches. Towns in Wyoming 
are few and far between, even 
along the main highways. Cold 
and windy in winter, it is a place 
where one can freeze to death. 

But that does not stop the tran
sients. At all hours, year round, 
they stop in Laramie with pressing 
needs. 

"Can you help me? My car is 
broken down, and I can't pay for 
repairs," said one unfortunate tra
ve1er who telephoned the Rev. 
Warren H. McConnell, pastor of 
the First United Methodist Church 
in Laramie. Another desperate call 
for help came from a young mother 
on her way to Washington state 
with two young children. 

McConnell met the woman at a 
local service station where her car 
was repaired, and she was soon on 
her way. Repair money was pro
vided by the "Good Samaritan 
Fund," a transient assistance fund 
created in the early 1970s by a 
group of Laramie ministers. 

The Good Samaritan Fund was 
established to help disadvantaged 
travelers who, by choice or by 
chance, stop in Laramie for help. 
The money comes from several 
local churches, the Jewish commu
nity, the United Way, the City of 
Laramie and an occasional private 
donation. 

About 50 percent of needy tran
sients seeking help in Laramie go 

to th 
hali 
Eithe 
enlisl 
tan I 
mon 
trans 

"Tl 
is a 1 

who 
hea\11 
near 
theR 
of H 
Chur 

In ' 
ditur1 
perce 
gasol 
ticket 
porar 
items 

Thi 
incre1 
fund 
715 ir 
of pe1 
becat 
than 

No 
trans1 
buttt 
chan1 
Dave 
Tidin 
minis 
tan F 

"Tt 
~eg, 
s1ent1 
des tit 

Ac1 
al Ire 
jobs. 
as kin 
recen 
getsc 
Work 
don't 

"Sc 
Garre 



und 

to the Salvation Army. The other 
half end up in a church office. 
Either way, the helping process 
enlists aid from the Good Samari
tan Fund because it can provide 
money for housing, food and 
transportation. 

"The Good Samaritan program 
is a way to get money to people 
who need it without putting a 
heavy drain on churches located 
near transportation arteries," said 
the Rev. John P. Foreman, minister 
of the First United Methodist 
Church. 

In i986, Good Samaritan expen
ditures totaled $8,380. About 55 
percent of that money bought 
gasoline, 30 percent went for bus 
tickets, and the rest paid for tem
porary housing or miscellaneous 
items. 

The number of requests for help 
increase every year. For example, 
fund cases grew from 480 in 1984 to 
715 in 1986. And the actual number 
of persons given aid is much larger 
because most cases involved more 
than one person. 

Not only does the number of 
transient cases increase each year, 
but the character of the transients is 
changing, according to the Rev. 
Dave L. Garrett, pastor of the Glad 
Tidings Christian Church and ad
ministrator of the "Good Samari
tan Fund." 

"Ten years ago most of the help 
we gave went to professional tran
sients, but now there are really 
destitute people corning through." 

According to Garrett profession
al transients are not fooking for 
jobs. "They make their living by 
asking for handouts . More of the 
recent transients are just trying to 
get some place where they can find 
work and a new lifestyle. They just 
don't have any way to get there . 

"Sometimes I cry with them," 
Garrett said, remembering a young 

man whom he had helped last fall . 
The young man tried to present 
himself as best he could. He had 
obviously cleaned himself up. It 
was a Friday afternoon, and he 
hadn' t eaten since Wednesday. He 
had been looking for work all 
across the country and had aban
doned his car in Kansas . 

Garrett used the Good Samaritan 
Fund to provide lodging and food 
for the man, who looked for work 
in Laramie but finally got a ride out 
of town with a trucker after two 
days. 

Routinely, each transient is 
given a formal statement of need, 
on letterhead stationary, to be 
taken to the Laramie police station. 
The police run a National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC) check, 
and sometimes a fugitive is identi
fied and taken into custody. 

Arrests are usually made on 
felony warrants, said Lt. Mike 
Sexton of the Laramie Police De
partment. "We may make 25 to 30 
transient arrests a year," he said. 

orne don't seem to 
know that they are 
wanted ," Sexton 
said. He told of one 
man traveling 
through Laramie 
with his family, who 

was arrested on a two-year-old 
warrant for check fraud in Idaho. 
The man did not believe Idaho 
would pursue the issue after two 
years. '1The man was on his way to 
Idaho, but J?Olice wanted him held 
for extradition," Sexton said. 

The Rev. Raymond E. Hearn, 
pastor of the United Presbyterian 
Church, believes the police valida
tion is a necessary part of the Good 
Samaritan system, but he is not 
sure that all of the ministers would 
agree with him. 

The police validation check is an 
unresolved issue, Hearn said . 
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"The ministers haven' t really dealt 
with this directly. For some tran
sients, the police check is a chal
lenge to their personal integrity. A 
visit to the police station is an 
embarrassment if they know they 
don' t really need the help," he 
said. 

Last winter the American Civil 
Liberties Union called McConnell 
to inquire about the police check, 
and ne gave assurance that the 
check was not abusive. 

The local ACLU representative is 
Dee Pridgen, a law professor. He 
said that the ACLU had received a 
complaint from the head of "Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters," another 
local help group. After investigat
ing the matter, ACLU did not take 
a position because the Good Sa
maritan Fund is a private organiza
tion. Private groups are not within 
the interests of the ACLU, Pridgen 
said. "The ACLU is really only 
concerned with governmental 
groups." 

Garrett said, "Some transients 
will not go to the police for help. 
When we mention th e police 
check, they just walk out the door, 
and the police have never asked us 
to call when that happens." It is a 
silent agreement; the problem ha 
never been discussed directly, h 
explained. 

In one case, a transient asking for 
help admitted that he was wanted 
by the police; he repeatedly asked 
the Good Samaritan representativ 
not to call them. "He claim d h 
couldn't talk or hear, so he wrot 
all of his requests on a pi ce of 
paper. He said he was wanted by 
the police, but it was n thing 
serious," said Lydia Ann Warr n, 
secretary for the Episcopal Church. 

"When I used the phon t all 
the secretary across th hall to 
check if the Father had r turn d 
from lunch, the transient di ap-
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If you can get 
them out of the 
cold and a 
good meal in 
their bellies, 
maybe it 
helps some. 

Gasoline is provided to 
strapped travelers to help get 

them on the road again. 

peared. He apparently thought I 
was calling the police," she said. 

The Good Samaritan Fund is a 
local solution to a national prob
lem. When the NCIC check turns 
up nothing, the police can issue a 
credit voucher for gasoline or 
sometimes a bus ticket. The gaso
line or bus ticket moves the tran
sient as far as the next town-in the 
direction of his or her choice. And 
when the transient gets to the next 
town, the plea for assistance may 
begin anew. 

Motivation for the Fund seems to 
come from two sides of this social 
issue. Contributors want to help 
disadvantaged travelers, but their 
help also satisfies the desire of 
some local citizens to simply move 
the problem out of town. 

On the basis of initial, and 
usually brief, contact, the minister 
or Salvation Army officer must 
decide how best to help . Each case 
is dealt with on an individual basis, 
but financial and social resources in 
Laramie and other towns are limit
ed. Each help group does what it 
can, but most people are nervous 
about transients in town. The so
lution is to get rid of them. 
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ehumanizing? What 
is the alternative? 
Probably no help at 
all. And, "by and 
large the transients 
are people who 
don't want to stay in 

town," said Foreman. 
In exceptional cases the Good 

Samaritan Fund can do more, 
Hearn said. It was able to provide 
total transportation costs for a 
Native American who wanted to 
get to Rosebud Reservation in 
South Dakota to see a dying par
ent. It also paid for the transporta
tion of a sick transient to a Denver 
hospital. But for most, the next 
stop is the next town. 

Increasing numbers of the 
needy, and a reduced budget is a 
discouraging situation for Laramie 
ministers . Wyoming's economy 
has been depressed in recent years 
by low oil and mineral prices, and 
Laramie city budget officials say 
they will not contribute next year 
because of budget cuts. As a result, 
the amount of money available for 
the Good Samaritan Fund will 
decrease unless other contributors 
give more. 

"The sad part of this is to realize 
how little you can really help 
anyone," Garrett says . " If you can 
just get them in out of the cold and 
get a good meal in their bellies, 
maybe it helps some." o 

Norma Reiners is a freelance writer 
living in Laramie, Wyoming. 



Work as a short-term 
volunteer becomes a 
special summer venture 
for a California teacher 

By Brenda Webber 

people. There is nothing in the 
world that can take the place of 
learning and growing with other 
peo le." 
S~ort-term volunteers serve in 

the United States and abroad. 
Some serve for a few days and 
others for a few weeks or months, 
depending on the assignment. No 
single, short-term assignment ex
ceeds a year, however. The volun-

Conference, she has not been shy 
about joining STVIM work teams 
from other conferences. 

In 1986, she taught vacation 
Bible school at an Indian reserva
tion in Schurz, Nevada; in 1987, 
she taught English at the Casa 
Materna Methodist-sponsored or
phanage in Italy; and in 1988, she 
went to Belize with a work team 
organized by the Statesboro Dis
trict of the South Georgia Confer
ence. Both the Nevada and Italy 
missions were through the Califor
nia-Nevada Conference. 

-·- - CT·a-...-.-- ... ,. tee rs provide their 

William B. Rollins, program sec
retary for short-term volunteers, 
notes that throughout the United 
States, United Methodists like 
Shirley Briley are participating in 
STVIM programs in their jurisdic
tions, annual conferences , or 
through the General Board of Glob
al Ministries' Mission Personnel 
Resources Program Department. 

Shirley Hay Briley has the kind of 
rapid-fire speech that hints at an 
involved, do-things, get-things
done kind of person. There is a lot 
of excitement in her voice as she 
talks about having served as a 
United Methodist Short-Term Vol
unteer in Mission in the Central 
American country of Belize, in a 
suburb outside of Naples, Italy, 
and on a Native American reserva
tion in Nevada. 

For Mrs. Briley, there is some
thing very special about volunteer 
service, "It's like life in a flowing 
stream, to meet and connect with 
people. I gain so much. It's a 
blessing to get to know other 

own transporta
tion and any ma
terials needed for 
their assignments; 
they work without 
remuneration but 
not without satis
faction. 

"It really is a 
blessing to con
nect, to meet other 
people and get to 
know other cul
tures. I'm just ex

Mr. Rollins' office serves as a 
clearinghouse for the short-term 
program, receiving requests for 
volunteers and making referrals for 
volunteer placement. His office has 
also developed a handbook of 
guidelines and procedures for an
nual conference coordinators of 
short-term volunteer programs. 
The manual explains the theology 
of short-term volunteer service, 
how to organize and develop a 
program, and it provides resources 
and information on cross-cultural 
communications. Much of the in
formation has been gleaned from 
successful conference and jurisdic
tional programs. 

cited and God is good," says Mrs. 
Briley, for whom volunteer service 
is a way of reaching out and 
touching the world and being 
touched by it in tum. She serves as 
mission representative for her local 
organization of United Methodist 
Women and has plans for involv
ing her four children in the General 
Board of Global Ministries' US-2 For more information about the 
Program for young adults . handbook and other opportunities 

Work as a short-term volunteer with the Short-Term Volunteers in 
h b 1 Mission Program, telephone 1-800-

as ecome a specia summer ven- 654.5929 or write to: 
ture for Shirley Briley, a teaching Mr. William B. Rollins, Short-Term 
paraprofessional who lives in Volunteers in Mission, Mission Per
Ridgecrest, California, with her sonnel Resources Program Depart
husband Robert. Although she is a ment, GBGM, 475 Riverside Drive, 
member of the California- Pacific Room 1470, New York, NY 10115. o 
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Toxic Wastes and Race 

By Charles E. Cole 

Buckman' s Grocery is located on 
Prosperity Street in the southern 
part of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Those naming the street had more 
hope than resources obviously, 
because the area comprises modest 
homes smack in the middle of an 
industrial area. Petroleum tanks 
and railroad tracks feature pro
minently in this neighborhood. 

Buckman' s does more than sell 
Chee-tos and tacos. The night I 
was there it played host to a 
gathering of neighborhood people 
who were concerned about toxic 
waste. 

Sitting around a table were 19 
Hispanic and white people of vari
ous ages. Leading the group was 
Michael Guerrero, a clean-cut ver
sion of a 1960s radical, with long 
hair but neat T-shirt and sneakers. 

These people belonged to the 
Mountainview Advisory Council, 
formed to deal with the problem of 
nitrate pollution in the area. For 25 
years people in the community, 
city and local government have 
been aware that nitrates were pol
luting their drinking water. As 
some nitrates are merely salt, one 
may well ask how serious a prob
lem is their presence in the well 
water. 

Levels of nitrates registered 5 to 
10 times higher than contamina
tion from a septic tank and also 
included hazardous concentra
tions of nitroglycerin and chemi
cals. So it seemed that community 
residents might have been within 
their rights to worry a little about 
the drinking water. 

Besides the connotation of salt, 
nitrates bring to mind certain ex
plosives that are compounded 
from nitrates. And since Kirtland 
Air Force Base is nearby, some 
naturally began to wonder wheth
er the nitrate leak might originate 
from there. 

Two other factors lent some 
credence to this suspicion. One is 
geography. An arroyo (a creekbed) 
makes its way from the air base to 
the community. Even though this 
Tijeras Arroyo is dry most of the 
time, heavy rains cause torrents of 
water to flow down to the Rio 
Grande River that lies to the west of 
the area. The other factor is the 
location of the Sandia National 
Laboratories adjacent to Kirtland. 
Sandia designs and tests parts of 
nuclear weapons and does other 
research for the proposed "Star 
Wars" system. It also tests explo
sives at the laboratory. 

This does not automatically 
mean that the pollutants in the well 
water come from Kirtland Air Force 
Base or Sandia National Labora
tory. But the people meeting at 
Buckman's Grocery that night 
were considering a study that 
might identify the sources of pol
lution and lead to a cleanup. 

This study was a "statement of 
work" that described how testing 
would be carried out by the Air 
Force to see if any nitrates or other 
contaminants existed on the base. 
The Tijeras Arroyo bed was one 
concern, and another was an 
abandoned waste site at the base. 

The advisory council listened as 
Paul Robinson, a staff member of 
the Southwest Research and Infor
mation Center, an independent 
organization in Albuquerque, 
went over the report. For some 
three hours he exrlained the tech
nical language o the report and 
helped the group to decide what 
kinds of requests to make in order 
to ensure that testing was done 
correctly. 

Several weeks later the group 
learned that the Air Force refused 
to make any changes in the state
ment of work. A work plan would 
be developed in November and a 
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plan would be set up then for doing 
tests, the Air Force said. 

Anyone who has ever worked on 
a large public project knows that 
work does not take place quickly. 
Studies, hearings and reports seem 
to go on and on. So it is with the 
work on toxic wastes in Albuquer
que. But one hopeful sign is the 
involvement of Mike Guerrero's 
organization, the Southwest Or
ganizing Project (SWOP). 

SWOP grew out of the civil rights 
conflicts of the 1960s. Today it is a 
community organizing effort that 
works in Albuquerque, organizing 
people to develop their own com
m uni ties, registering people to 
vote, and focusing on criticaf situa
tions like the nitrate pollution in 
Mountain view. 

SWOP has received some assist
ance in the past from The United 
Methodist Church through the 
Boards of Global Ministries and 
Church and Society. But it also 
receives local funds and funds 
from other national organizations. 

The toxic wastes threatening the 
lives of the poor and ethnic min
orities in Albuquerque have paral
lels in other parts of the country. 
Puerto Rico has a severe hazardous 
waste problem concentrated in 
poor communities. So does Salt 
Lake City. It is very common for 
waste dumps, incinerators, and 
other disposal facilities to be locat
ed in or near poor and ethnic 
minority communities. 

Sometimes it is said that toxic 
wastes and environmental pollu
tion affect all of us, not just 
minorities or the poor. That is true 
to an extent. But this way of 
looking at the problem disregards 
the fact that government and pri
vate industry nearly always take 
advantage of political vulnerabili-
ty. 

That's why it was heartening 
when our United Methodist Gen
eral Conference asked several na
tional agencies to work on the 
problem of toxic wastes and race. 

Could 19 ordinary people meet
ing at Buckman's Grocery go up 
against the U.S. Air Force, the 
Department of Energy (the largest 
contractor in the city), and the state 
government and win? I don't 
know, but in this case I think the 
ordinary people have a fighting 
chance. o 
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Books 

Women in a Changing World: 
Prayers & Poems; Songs & Stories 
World Council of Churches (U.S. 
Office, 475 Riverside Dr. , New York, 
NY 10115), No . 25, January 1988, 99 
pp. , $10 

This journal is a collection of liturigical 
resources for the Ecumenical Decade of 
Churches in Solidarity with Women. 
The 1988-98 decade was designed by 
the World Council of Churches in 1987 
(following the United Nations Interna
tional Decade of Women 1975-85), 
with a scheduled launch for Easter 
1988. Hence, the materials are a tre
mendously rich anthology of Holy 
Week and Eastertide personal and 
biblical reflections, prayers, litanies, 
hymns, poems and art in a femiz:tist 
genre. To leaf through the journal 1s a 
feast to the eyes. More than this, it stirs 
the depths. Each page of this i.nterna
tional , multi-lingual collection ex
presses the pathos ?f ":W.o~en in 
Christ" and "women m crisis. 

The Ecumenical Decade is a sum
mons to empower women to challenge 
oppressive structures in the global 
community, the country, and the 
church; to affirm-through shared 
leadership and decision-making, ~he
ology, and spiri~ality-the contribu
tions of women m churches and com
munities; to give visibility to womens' 
perspectives and actions in t~e stn~g
gle for justice, peace, and the integrity 
of creation; and to enable churches to 
free themselves from the " isms" sup
ported by teachil".gs and practices that 
discriminate agamst women. ':- ta.ll 
order! No Christian community is 
completely free of the indictments 
which the Decade addresses. 

These liturgical resources (" ready
to-use" in some cases, or mind-teasers 
and germinal ide~s for w?rshiP, _Plan
ning teams, or glimpses mto hfe as 
woman" for students of faith and 
culture) definitely live up to their 
stated purpose . 

The Decade, commencing with the 
Paschal emphasis, is a fitting time to 
remember who the first witnesses to 
the Resurrection were. Mary Magda
lene the one who is prominent in each 
of the gospel accounts, is called " the 
apostle of the apostles" by Augustine. 
"The Christian Church has forgotten 
that there would have been no church 
without women ... the women were 
the story tellers, the carriers of tradi
tion, the messengers of life in the midst 
of death . .. [thereforeft the culture of 
patriarchy, male domination and cul
tural restrictions has had its day" (p. 7). 
The first portion of the collection 
explores these seasonal emphases: 
Crying Out of the Depths of Gethse-

mane , Mothers Experienc ing the 
Cross: The Crucified Women; and 
Resurrection . The international d i
mension of the journal (only 14 of the 
96 contributions are from the U.S.) 
provides a microcosm of the global 
magnitude of church women's strug
gles . The Holy Week/ Easter resources 
become a cultural and personal com
mentary upon the biblical narratives, 
and for this reason alone should 
command the attention of those who 
urge liturgical expressi.on to be roo~e.d 
in scripture and the life of a specific 
faith community. 

The second half of the Journal offers 
Affirmations of Women, Bread for the 
Journey, and examples of Expressing 
Solidarity. The creeds, songs, strea?1s 
of consciousness, the myrrh-bearing 
liturgy, and litanies are a masterful 
collection to affirm "You made me 
woman . .. " The Days in the Calendar 
for remembering special women/all 
women and other lections which 
include' women, can be understood in 
new and deeply human ways with the 
aid of this miscellany. The shortest 

· portions are the last two; yet, how rich 
the treasure of eucharistic reflections 
and agape meal recipes (try the Ezeki~l 
4:9 bread) . Worship journal readers will 
find themselves transported into the 
streets by a Good Friday W, alk .for 
Justice (which unites the h1stoncal 
stations of the Cross with places where 
Christ's passion and death are played 
out, eg. consulates, bus stations, busi
ness and civic plazas, theatres, banks, 
and detentions centers.) Rites of Heal
ing for victims of wife-battering and 
rape, and those who ha"'.e chosen the 
anguished act of abortion, are de
scribed. As a male reviewer of these 
rites who empathizes with the ~ictim 
and the supporting community, I 
found myself judged (for men are 
always participants) and cle~nsed by 
the sensitive images which take 
seriously the violation done to one' s 
life and the restoration to wholeness by 
Christ. 

This journal is designed to. express 
feminist spirituality and ethics. The 
Church cannot ignore this work 
though many readers may be made 
uncomfortable by its contents and the 
realities to which it points. The fem~
nine in me identifies with what 1s 
explored; the male in me is addressed 
in a stunning forthright way. Few 
readers will remain unmoved. 

PAUL F. PERRY 

The Rev. Paul F. Perry is the pastor of First 
United Methodist Church, Big Lake, Texas 

Is the Christian message one that 
enhances life, heals creation, and 
brings into being justice and .the love 
of God? In this groundb reaking book, 
Douglas John Hall clea rly and 
forcefully states the mission of the 
church in our time. 

Hall has wri tten widely - and to 
much acclaim - on the subject of 
stewardship. The gripping messa~e of 
this book is that to be a steward m the 
world today is a more critica l task 
than at any time in the church's past, 
since what is entrusted to our 
stewardship is the life of creation itself. 

In five theological "meditations" on 
passages of scripture, Hall skillf1:111Y 
outl ines a biblical view of what It 

means to be partners in God's 
covenant of li fe in a darkened 
kingdom of death. Each meditation 
concludes with a question and answer 
"Dialogue" that makes the book ideal 
for study and discussion groups. 

Paper, $8.95 

Also by Douglas John Hall: 
IMAGING GOD 

Dominion as Stewardship 
"One of the more theologically 
perceptive wor~ de~ling with 
environment. It 1s highly 
recommended." 

-RELIGIOUS STUDIES REVIEW 

Paper, $8.95 
All prices are U.S. dollars. 

At your bookstore. or call 1-800-633-9326 

l~WM.B.EERDMANS ~ I\~ PUBLISlllNG co. 
•ss JEFFERSO N A VE. S.E. I G R.AND RAPIDS, MICH. 49SOJ 
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Your 
Investment 
in Mission 
Reaps Rich 
Returns. 

Form of Note Minimum Purchase 

Flexible Investment 
(payable on demand) 
One-year Term 
Four-year Term 

$100 

$100 
$100 

Interest Rate 

6.75% 

7% 
8% 

• For as little as $100, notes may be purchased bearing interest 
rates accruing daily. 

• There are no broker's fees, so 100% of the note proceeds go 
directly to the Fund. 

• Available only to United Methodist individuals, local churches, 
clubs, organizations, Boards or agencies. 

• The Fund's sole purpose is to promote the mission of The United 
Methodist Church by providing first mortgage loans to churches, 
parsonages and mission buildings. 

[38) 

Respond now! Call or write: 
The United Methodist Development Fund 

Suite 320, 475 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10115 
Tel. (212) 870-3856 

or 1-800-862-4769 if out-of-NY State 
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BOOKS Continued 
The Truly Disadvantaged: The 
Inner City, the Underclass, and 
Public Policy 
by William Julius Wilson. The Univer
sity of Chicago Press, 1987. 254 pp. 

Why have the lives of urban blacks 
become even more hopeless inspite of 
the passage of the most sweeping 
anti-discrimination and anti-poverty 
legislation in this nation's history? 
Indeed, why has the poverty of black 
female-headed families and the job
lessness of young black men reached 
such catastrophic proportions? 

William Julius Wilson, Sociology and 
Public Policy professor at the Universi
ty of Chicago, argues in The Truly 
Disadvantaged that " race-specific" 
public policies growing out of the civil 
rights movement, although beneficial 
to more advantaged blacks, have done 
little for the truly disadvantaged. Mil
lions of blacks, concentrated in the 
ghettos of American cities, have profit
ed little, if at all, from these policies . 

With impressive research and exten
sive data, he argues that the substantial 
increase in urban poverty has not been 
caused by current discriminatory con
duct based on race or by an interna
lized "culture of poverty" value sys
tem. It results, rather, from the heavy 
cumulative burden of past racial dis
crimination,coupled with major shifts 
in the economic system as jobs have 
left the urban manufacturing sector for 
a decentralized service sector. 

Wilson criticizes both liberals and 
conservatives, but especially liberal 
policies that stress the role of bigotry 
and underestimate the realities of the 
U.S. economy, which creates and 
preserves grossly unequal conditions. 
War on Poverty, begun under the 
Johnson administration, as well as the 
present Council of Economic Advisors, 
view black joblessness more as a 
problem of poverty and discrimination 
and not enough as a problem of 
American economic organization. The 
myth of equal opportunity has func
tioned as a justification for real inequa
lities, and too often those opposed to 
the very real and potent evils of racism 

William Julius Wilson 
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have failed to recognize the funda
mental limits of equal opportunity. 
From slavery to now, racism has been 
structured into the U.S . economic 
system. Contemporary racism, and 
more importantly its history, imposes 
the severest limits on black aspirations 
from job entry to the highest promo
tions. The black underclass cries out for 
us to remove these limits and to move 
beyond them. 

In this book Wilson extends his 
argument, begun in the previously 
published The Declining Significance of 
Race, to the hard data of the urban 
underclass. It highlights disturbing 
research on ghetto teenagers, male and 
female , families, young mothers , 
drugs, social isolation, education, mi .. 
gration, and unemployment. 

Some critics have faulted Wilson' s 
lack of attention to patterns of wage 
discrimination against women. Others 
have noted a missing political dimen
sion. Some observers feel that he 
collapses race too neatly into econom
ics and does not juxtapose race and 
class so much as race and economics. 
Solutions for Wilson sometimes seem 
beyond the scope of social interven
tion. Sometimes he seems to be sla
vishly following the old journalist's 
method of "This is what I'm gonna tell 
ya. This I what I'm tellin' ya. This is 
what I told ya." This can be irritating, 
but the main strands are always there 
to be picked up again, and they are 
provocative and well worth the effort. 

More than that, policy makers, com
munity leaders, and concerned Chris
tians of every race and class need to 
read this book and grapple with those 
complex issues, especially as we pre
pare for a new national administration. 
Wilson makes us face and struggle 
with the irony that radical and wide
spread inequalities of race persist so 
blatantly in our society while instances 
of old-style "discrimination" certainly 
survive but in decreasing numbers or 
in remote corners of the nation. 

Wilson's sage advice to policy
makers is "to enhance the chances in 
life for the ghetto underclass by em
phasizing programs to which the more 
advantaged groups of all class and 
racial backgrounds can positively re
late." This will not be easy, he warns. 
Significant reduction in black jobless
ness and related problems of the 
inner-city will call for a far more 
comprehensive program of economic 
and social reform than Americans have 
traditionally supported. The question 
is, can we afford not to support these 
reforms? 

JIM SESSIONS 

Jim Sessions is the executive coordinator for 
the Commission of Religion in Appalachia, 
president of Southerners for Economic 
Justice, and chair for both the Committee on 
Religion and Labor and the Committee on 
Unemployment, Interfaith Action for Eco
nomic Justice . 

Letters 
during a private meeting. Tutu' s Inspiration 

Your cover painting by Don Miller 
(September 88) brings back memories 
of a very special day for us at the Native 
American Ministry of Presence in Den
ver. 

We presented the beadwork with 
this prayer request: 

The medallion Archbishop Tutu is 
wearing is a beaded representation of 
The United Methodist Church Rocky 
Mountain Conference logo presented 
to him and Bishop Roy Sano at the 
Global Gathering in 1987 by the Project 
Director, John Chingman and myself, 

To His Grace Archbishop Tutu, this 
is a symbol of connections among 
tribal people with common concerns 
and issues around the world. We 
unite in prayer that we will all soon 
find peace and justice thru Jesus 
Christ. We ask your prayers for 
strength and guidance as we actively 
pursue these goals locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

As we move into our third year of 

Charles W. Ranson• Foreword by Lesslie Newbigin 

"For generations Charles Ranson was a leading creative force 
in world missions, and was situated at the center of ecumeni
cal action. His autobiography illuminates much that has hap
pened in the world-wide church and also reveals a deep and 
delightful person, very much worth knowing. " 

-CHARLES W. FORMAN 

"This· autobiography is the moving testimony of a distin
guished ecumenical leader of the twentieth century. Through 
the channel of Charles Ranson's life have flowed the theolog
ical and human tides of our time as the church has been 
exercising its mission in a changing and precarious world. To 

read this book is to be brought onto 
the stage where the action h as 
taken place and the great leaders 
of the church have appeared.'' 

-BERNHARD W. ANDERSON 

Paper, $14.95 

At your bookstore, or call 1-800-633-9326 

834 1~ WM. B. EERDMANS - I\~ PUBLISHING co. 
2SS JEFFERSON A VE. S.E. I GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. +9S03 
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A Christ-Centered Partnership 
Sue and David Pak met in Pusan, Korea at annual 

conference in 1966, while Sue was teaching English at 
the Christian Social Center and David was studying to 
become a minister at the Seoul Methodist Theological 
Seminary. David, a third generation Christian whose 
father was also a minister, was ordained in 1968. 
Marrying a year later, the couple then moved to Dallas 
where David earned his master's degree in theology at 
Southern Methodist University, and helped to found a 
Korean church. In 1972 David and Sue went to Atlanta, 
where David studied for his doctorate in sacred theology 
at Candler School of Theology at Emory University, and 
where he helped found a second Korean church. After graduation, three years were spem m 
Vermont, where David was minister of Bristol Federated Church; then, having made a covenant 
to go back to Korea, the family moved to Taejon. 

David now serves as Professor of Practical Theology at Mokwon University. Sue teaches English 
at Mokwon and is involved with groups at the Christian Social Center there. They have three 
children: Suejin (17); Minna (14); and Chanson (9). David has translated two English books 
on church growth and management into Korean, and published his own book, "Rediscovering 
Christian Worship." He has a strong interest in covenant living and manages to continue research 
in this area while teaching, serving as Dean of the Graduate School and minister of College 
Church, and leading a professional training program for ministers. 

To find out how you can help support David and Sue Pak in their ministry, along with the 
work of other missionaries, contact your Conference Secretary of Global Ministries, or write 
to Ed Moultrie, Room 1305, General Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY 10115 . -"' ~ 
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LETTERS Continued 
ministry with Native Americans in 
Denver, we also need your readers' 
prayerful support for our mission in 
our home community . 

Archbishop Tutu and Bishop Sano 
have been an inspiration for us . May 
we all continue to enrich one another's ABOUT MISSIONS 
lives. 

schools, scholarships, vocational train
ing programs, etc. And they will learn 
about mission projects and mission
aries within their annual conferences. 
Each session concludes by making 
plans for them to be personally in
volved in mission. You can schedule 
seminars by contacting: Ernestine L. 
Mumford, Coordinator of Consultative 
Services, General Board of Global 
Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 
1318, New York, New York 10115; (212) 
870-3787. s USAN A !KMAN 

Task Force Chair 
Native American Ministry of Presence 
Highlands United Methodist Church 
Denver, Colorado 

South Africa's Complexity 
I have just returned from a three week 
visit to Southern Africa. The day before 
I left, the September issue of New World 
Outlook arrived on the desk. Inasmuch 
as this was a special issue on South 
Africa, I put it in my bag to read while 
away. 

I found South Africa to be a complex 
country of contrast. The special issue 
dealt with the issues as objectively as 
anything I have seen in recent years. 
Especially was I impressed by the 
article authored by Michael J. Berlin. 

Thank you for a wonderful edition. 
May you continue to give outstanding 
leadership in your special Christian 
ministry. 

B ISHOP w. T. HANDY 

The United Methodist Church 
The Missouri Area 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Who Were the Women? 
Many thanks for the fantastic issue on 
South Africa, including the excellent 
editorial on the need for sanctions . It is 
encouraging to get this as we struggle 
with the US Senate. 

However, I do need to mention one 
thing. In both of the pictures on the 
cover and in the authors of articles, 
there seem to be a significant inbalance 
between men and women. I noted 
three women authors and ten men 
authors. I was not sure what sex 
Ameen Akhalwaya was . The cover · 
showed seven men pictures and one 
woman. Even the back cover was 
overwhelmingly male. We should be 
able to do better. 

JOYCE v. HAMLIN 

Executive Secretary for Public Policy 
GBGM/Women's Division 
Office of Public Policy and Women's 
Concern 
Washington, DC 

Bringing Young 
United Methodists 
into Missions 

QUESTION: How can we involve our 
young people in the mission program of The 
United Methodist Church? 

ANSWER: Many young people first 
begin to inquire about the mission 
program of The United Methodist 
Church while earning their Girl and 
Boy Scout God and Country award. If 
you have scouts in your congregation 
encourage them to write to the Board 
for information about the scope of our 
mission programs. They will receive 
brochures written in language they can 
understand, and where appropriate, 
they will receive copies of letters from 
missionaries in specific geographical 
regions . Also, enclosed will be a 
mini-map which indicates countries in 
which the church has mission work. 

I am working with a confirmation class in 
my local church. What should I tell them 
about missions? 

How can young people prepare themselves 
for mission service during their high school 
years? 

The most important step they must 
take is to commit their fives to Jesus 
Christ. Next, they need to commit 
themselves to serving others. In our 
world of "looking out for #1" young 
people frequently do not develop the 
empathy and compassion they need 
for working alongside of people who 
have not been born into similar eco
nomic and social situations . They need 
to exercise the skill of caring by 
volunteering at hospitals, working in 
their churches, caring for elderly per
sons, making friends across racial and 
economic lines . Besides the skill of 
caring, young people also need to learn 
how to speak, think and study in 
different languages and cultures. For 
the most part, each young person has a 
chance to study a foreign language in 
school. They should opt to Iearn 
another language thoroughly. A per
son who knows Spanish will have little 
difficulty learni g to speak Portuguese 
(for work in Brazil) or French (for work 
among Haitian refugees in the United 
States or for work in Zaire in Africa) . 
Young people can begin now to rely on 
their inner resources to entertain and 
sustain them. 

Is there a mission study available for young 
people similar to the ones offered through 
Schools of Christian Mission? 

If you live within driving distance of Definitely! Every year Friendship 
the Interchurch Center in New York Press, the same publisher that prints 
City (up to four hours away), you the mission study resources that are 
might consider bringing your class to used in the schools, develops a youth 
the offices of the General Board of resource focusing on one of the two 
Global Ministries for a specially de- mission themes. For example, in 1988-
signed mission seminar for young 89 churches are urged to use the 
people. The seminar leader will work mission study resources on the 
with you in advance to have the group themes: "Faces of Poverty in Our 
read some basic materials and see Midst" and "South Africa. " Friendship 
videos about mission work. Two excel- Press has published a special magazine 
lent choices for young people are "For issue dealing with Sou th African 
the People Had a Mind to Work" and youth. Special features include a simu
"Behold I Make All Things New." lation game on what it means to be 
Du:·\ng the seminar young persons will excluded and a "guided" tour through 
be involved in Bible study which will a South African township. The audio
show them why Christians should be visual resource "Keromamang: Whom 
in mission. They will meet staff who Shall I Send?" depicts the life of a 
are skilled in sharing mission issues young South African woman who 
that are interesting to young people. began working in the church as a youth 
They will learn about mission work and is now serving the church as an 
that is geared to help young people: adult. 
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CALENDAR 

JANUARY, 1989 
UMCOR Annual Winter Meeting. Meeting will 
convene following group visits varying from one-to
two nights viewing aspects of work related to 
ministries of UMCOR; Hotel Ritz; Mexico City, 
Mexico; Jan. 18-22. 

The Methodist Church in Jamaica District; 
Bicentennial Celebration of Methodism; Jamaica; 
West Indies; Jan. 22. 

Episcopal Encounter "Mission for Peace"; Mana
gua, Nicaragua; Jan. 23-28. 

General Assembly for the Methodist Church in 
Costa Rica. In addition to electing a new bishop, 
the assembly will hold a special commemorative 
service for the 200th anniversary of Wesley's 
conversion; San Jose, Costa Rica; Jan. 24-29. 

Travel/Study Seminar to the Philippines, coor
dinated by the Asia regional staff of the World 
Program Division, General Board of Global Minis
tries in cooperation with the members of the 
Steering Committee of the Church Coalition for 
Human Rights in the Philippines. Participants will 
meet with church leaders, leaders in the movement 
for social change, and Philippine government and 
U.S. embassy officials. Trips will be made to urban 
slums, the provinces, U.S. Military bases and 
Christian communities; Jan. 28-Feb. 11. 

FEBRUARY 
Historic Event: Bishop Lambuth reached the 
Wembo Nyama Vil lage by foot, Feb. 1, 1912. The 
Methodist mission was formally opened on Feb. 2, 
191 4 in Central Zaire. 

Mini-Mission Vocation Event, General Board of 
Global Ministries; New York, NY; Feb. 3-5. 

Joint Panel on International Affairs; a joint 
committee made up of representatives from the 
General Board of Church and Society and The 
General Board of Global Ministries meets to discuss 
current international affairs; United Methodist Of· 
lice, United Nations Building; New York, NY; Feb. 
6-7. 

Seminar Committee of National and lnterna· 
tional Affairs; a joint committee made up of 
representatives from the GBGM's Women's Divi
sion and the General Board of Church and Society 
meets to discuss national and international policy; 
Washington, D.C.; Feb. 13-15. 

Meeting of the Committee for Elimination of 
Institutional Racism, Feb. 17-19. 

Mission Vocation Event; Durham, NC; Feb. 18-25 

UMCOR 50th Anniversary Steering Committee; 
Hilton Hotel; Chicago, IL; Feb. 23. 

Begin 

MARCH 
Mini-Mission Vocation Event; Mission Personnel 
Resources Program Department, General Board of 
Global Ministries. Personal interviews, briefing of 
concepts of a life in mission; New York, NY; March 
3-5. 

Black Community Developers Program National 
Policy Committee, National Program Division, 
General Board of Global Ministries; Gulfside As
sembly; Waveland, MS; (Alternate site Alma Math· 
ews House, New York, NY) Mar. 10-12. 

APRIL 
General Board of Global Ministries, Spring 
Meeting; New York; Apri l 14-21 . 

MAY 
Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the 
Americas (MCCA) Annual Conference; Belize; 
May 16-25. 

World Conference on Mission and Evangelism; 
World Council of Churches; San Antonio, Texas; 
May 22-June 1. 

the New Year 
with a Subscription 

to New World Outlook! 

[42] 

Th e awa rd-winnin g Unit e d 
M e thodi s t m a gazine, in si x 
co lo rful issues, brings you: 

• Art icles about M e thodism in 
t he United States and in other 
countries 
• Mission Memo, an up-to-date 
repo rt on Methodists in th e 
n ews 
• H ealth Watch , a co lumn o n 
health issu es 
• Questions & An swer s Ab o ut 
M ission 
• Mission Opportunities 
• Rev iews of recent boo k s and 
videos 
For only $11.00 per year ! 

·----------1 Pl ease ente r m y subscription to New World I 
Ou tlook : 

I D $1 1.00 per year for 6 issues I I D $20.00 fo r a two year subscriptio n I 
I Na me I 
I Ad dress . I 
I City St a te Zip _ I ·----------Send ord e r to: Magazine Circu lation, Service 

Center, 7820 Reading Road / Ca lle r No. 1800, 
Cincinn ati , O H 45222-1800 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1989 

-JUN~ 
WeslGI 
Oklahon 
June 13 

Upper , 
Mission 
June 18 

Soulh 1 

Mission 
20·24. 

Midwes 
Belhel ( 

Pacttic 
Roe~~ 

JULY 
Reunio1 
OK; Ju~ 

Volunle 
Sou~ea 
in Missi1 

Junalusl 

Missior 
General 

AUGI 
Naliona 
Filipino·, 
the Sea 
tion conl 
9·11. 

Diakoni 
Kingstor 

Mission 
Asia; N1 

Sub· Re( 
Parapa( 

-OCT( 
Heallh I 
!or loca 
ministne 
diction 
~semb 

To have 
1 

NEWW( 
to: Caie1 
Room 1~ 
York 101 
pr~rto t 



JUNE 
West Gulf Regional School of Christian Mission; 
Oklahoma City University; Oklahoma City, OK; 
June 13-17. 

Upper Atlantic Regional School of Christian 
Mission; Lycoming College; Williamsport, PA; 
June 18-23. 

South Atlantic Regional School of Christian 
Mission; Rust College; Holly Springs, MS; June 
20-24. 

Midwest Regional School of Christian Mission; 
Bethel College; St. Paul, MN; June 24-29. 

Pacific Regional School of Christian Mission; 
Rocky Mountain College; Billings, MT; June 24-29. 

JULY 
Reunion of Bolivia missionaries; Oklahoma City, 
OK; July 1-2. 

Volunteers in Mission Rally, sponsored by the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction for Short-term Volunteers 
in Mission as part of their Mission Week; Lake 
Junaluska, NC; July 7-9. 

Missionary Conference, World Program Division, 
General Goard of Global Ministries; July 11-17 

AUGUST 
National Convocation, National Fellowship of 
Filipino-American United Methodists; Epworth by 
the Sea; St. Simon's Island, Georgia; for informa
tion contact Dr. A Guillermo, (319) 277-4229; Aug. 
9-11 . 

Diakonia of the Americas (DOTA) Conference; 
Kingston, Jamaica; Aug. 9-14. 

Mission/Evangelism Conference in Southeast 
Asia; North Sumatra, Indonesia; Aug. 21-25 

Sub-Regional Consultation on Mission Evangelism; 
Parapat, Indonesia; Aug. 24-25 

OCTOBER 
Health For All Conference, to provide new visions 
for local church leaders in health and welfare 
ministries, sponsored by the Southeastern Juris
diction Administrative Council; Lake Junaluska 
Assembly; Lake Junaluska, NC; Oct. 29-31 . 

To have your mission event or meeting listed in the 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK Calendar, send details 
to: Calendar Edftor, NEW WORLD OUTLOOK, 
Room 1349, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, New 
York 10115. Material must be received four months 
prior to the date(s) of the event(s). 

NEXT 
MONTH 

FIGHTING INFANT MORTALITY 
The number of infants born in the United States who 
do not live to see their first birthdays has been rising 
dramatically in the past generation. Many of these 
babies are born to low-income, ethnic-minority 
mothers who received no prenatal care. Linda Bloom, 
New York correspondent Ior United Methodist News 
Service, explores what church and society are doing to 
help. 

MISSION TO PUERTO RICO 
Many of her friends back in North Dakota were 
skeptical when Ruth P. Armington left for a three
month stint as a United Methodist Short-Term 
Volunteer in Mission in Puerto Rico. But she came 
back glowing from her experience at the Robinson 
Schoo1, grateful for the chance to serve and gain 
insights about another culture. 

AN ANTIDOTE FOR LONELINESS 
Everyone gets lonely from time to time, but the elderly 
are perhaps the most · susceptible. Freelance writer 
Virginia Trevitt, widowed ana retired, found that the 
best antidote to loneliness comes in helping others . 
"What can I do for whom?" is the formula she uses to 
forget the loneliness she sometimes feels. 

THE FRONTLINE OF URBAN MINISTRY 
The many needs of our inner-city dwellers are still 
paramount for United Methodist urban ministries 
nationwide. In Wichita, Kansas, Sue Estes profiles the 
work of United Methodist Urban Ministry, a thriving 
program that works daily with people who feel 
hopeless, angry and forgotten . It's all about giving a 
little of God's love where there are no easy answers. 

A COMEBACK FOR THE DIACONIAE 
Buford Farris, a veteran United Methodist home 
missionary, traces the history of the ancient diaconiae 
from ancient Rome to its modern tradition of service 
and ministry. He finds that United Methodists are 
recovering their passion for serving their communities 
in new and exciting ways throughout the United 
States . 
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In My Opinion 
A MESSAGE TO CHURCH 
EDUCATORS AND PARENTS 

Ellen Hayes Wright 

For many years churches of all 
denominations in the United 

States have actively supported 
mission projects. At the same time, 
church youth groups have faith
fully attended mission programs to 
hear missionaries speak at church 
night suppers and at church mis
sion retreats. The intention behind 
all of these activities is good; our 
young people need to know about 
missions and the work of the 
church in this area. However, the 
message our young people receive 
does not always produce the de
sired outcome. All too often the 
message seems to emphasize the 
work being done by adults to 
improve the quality of life for those 
less fortunate than ourselves. The 
role of youth in missions and 
overseas development projects 
hasn't been clearly defined for 
young people. 

Isn't it ironic that it has been the 
entertainment industry which has 
recently had the greatest impact on 
the conscience of our youth to "do 
something" to alleviate one of 
humankind's worst problems
famine and starvation in Africa? 
U.S.A. for Africa and the tremen
dous record and tape sales of "We 
Are the World" was just the begin
ning of youth involvement. Next 
came Farm Aid concerts for 
American farm families and 

faced by three billion people who 
live in the developing nations of 
the world. 

Secondly, you cannot "throw 
money" at a problem and expect it 
to "be fixed" or to "go away." Most 
importantly, it is not just adults of 
the world who can change things 
for the better. There is an impor
tant role for young people to play 
in improving life in God's world. 

As youth educators in The Unit
ed Methodist Church, our chal
lenge is to help our young people 
to understand their time and place 
in improving the world. The time is 
now and the place is in church
supported programs. 

We must help our young people 
to understand that there are many 
ways to improve and develop our 
world. Some development activi
ties are reactive. There is a major 
crisis in the world and millions of 
dollars in food and medical sup
plies are utilized by emergency 
relief groups to help the endan
gered. This is baseline develop
ment; however, the most effective 
development is active, long-term 
development. At this level, devel
opment groups in emerging na
tions work in conjunction with 
counterpart groups in the more 
developed countries to initiate 
projects with sustainable results. 

"Hands Across America" for the The United Methodist Church 
American homeless. All of these offers our youth many oppor
events have offered children and tunities for involvement in excel
young people an opportunity to lent sustainable development 
participate in programs to eradi- projects. A good example of an 
cate some of the worst problems of organization with the Advance 
our time. Special mission projects of the 

But while young people have church is INSA, the International 
sent and pledged miflions of dol- Service Association for Health, Inc. 
lars to these causes, the message headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia. 
they received was not necessarily For the past 15 years, INSA has 
the message health and develop- been actively involved in appropri
ment professionals and mission ate, long-term health and devefop
leaders would like youth to be- ment projects such as improved 
lieve. methods in goat breeding and 

First of all, there is no "quick fix" community health worker training 
for the major problems of hunger in Haiti, sanitation and well 
and underdevelopment being projects in Burkina Faso, a training 
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program for rural health and devel
opment trainers in India, and 
health administration courses for 
international health leaders. 

Young people in the United 
States have become involved in 
each of INSA's projects. They have 
learned about Haiti, have rolled 
bandages for health workers, and 
adopted goats for Haitian farmers. 
Youth groups have participated in 
Burkina Faso emphasis programs 
and purchased books and bricks 
for a school in the village of Bousse. 
Young people learned about the 
people of India and about life
threatening health problems of 
Indian children: infant diarrhea 
and its cure-Oral Rehydration 
Therapy (ORT). The young people 
constructed hand puppets, pre
sented ORT plays to their friends, 
then mailed the puppets to India so 
INSA's health workers and Indian 
Girl Guides could use them to 
teach ORT to both mothers and 
children. 

I n all of these projects young 
people have learned about devel

oping nations through INSA coun
try study kits, slide shows, and 
puppet manuals. They have 
worked with adult leaders to par
ticipate in "active development" 
projects directly involving young 
people. As youth educators we 
should build our programs for 
youth on their skills and their 
interests . Activities should be 
creative, imaginative and fun for 
the participants. But the young 
people should always be shown 
the far-reaching and beneficial im
plications of their development 
activities. Young people need to 
realize that as individuals they can 
make a positive difference. 

In my opinion the church is the 
place for young people to learn 
about their role in making the 
world a healthier, safer, happier 
and more developed place for all of 
the world's people now and in the 
future. With your guidance and 
support our young people will 
experience success in helping to 
improve the quality of life for 
people of emerging nations and 
our youth will value the role of 
their church in this meaningful 
partnership. o 

Ellen Hayes Wright is the Manager of 
Training and Development for INSA's 
Development Education Project . INSA, the 
International Service Association for 
Health, Inc., is based in Atlanta, Georgia . 
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Partnership in Missions 
Catalog of General Advance Specials: 1989-90 

Advance Gifts Make a Difference! 
The program, conceived 40 years ago to bring new 
life and hope to the war-torn world at the end of 
World War II, has grown dramatically. Now, projects 
in the United States and in many other countries 
depend on Advance giving to evangelize and to 
expand their work. 

The Partnership in Missions Catalog of 
General Advance Specials (#1338), 
newly revised for 1989-90, lists all the 
projects approved by the General Coun
cil on Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church for support. Listings are by conti
nent and by country or state, as well as 
by categories and alphabetically. It is the 
one indispensable guide to Advance giv
ing, and available now for only $3.00, 
plus postage and handling. 

Order now from: Service Center, General 
Board of Global Ministries, 7820 Reading 
Road/Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-
1800 
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VIE\A/POINT 

James Mase Ault 

A New Era of 
Missionary Service 

On 28th July, 1988, a hot and 
humid day in New York City, 61 
new missionaries were commis
sioned by the General Board of 
Global Ministries in the Chapel of 
The Interchurch Center. It was my 
privilege to lead in this service in 
which 45 of the new missionaries 
were assigned to stations in Asia, 
Africa, Europe, South America and 
the Caribbean. In their varied min
istries they will be giving shape to a 
new pentecostal moment in mis
sion. 

The first pentecostal moment in 
mission came after the resurrection 
of Jesus. Luke reports in his second 
book (The Acts of the Apostles) 
that Jesus presented himself alive 
after his crucifixion not just once 
but in different times and places. 
And these post-resurrection ap
pearances stretched across 40 days. 
When they were together Jesus 
talked with them about the king
dom of God. It is not surprising 
that he focused on the kingdom of 
God since that was the primary 
focus of his Galilean ministry. 

In the presence of the risen 
Jesus, who appeared to them, who 
taught them as of old about the 
kingdom of God, the disciples 
became conscious of a new inward 
power-a power that transformed 
them and their whole outlook on 
the world. They were being pos
sessed by the spirit of God, and 
that possession was growing mys
teriously within them, not unlike 

the leaven hidden in the three 
measures of meal-a parable Jesus 
used to describe one glimpse of the 
kingdom of God. This inner activi
ty of the Holy Spirit stirred them to 
remember their call: "Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of 
men!" and to renew that call. But a 
question from the past persisted, 
"Lord, will you at tfiis time restore 
the kingdom of Israel?" And the 
answer Jesus gave was more im
r,ortant than the question raised. 
'It is not for you to know the times 

or the seasons which the Father has 
fixed by his own authority." Jesus 
~uickly adds the divine connective, 
' But you shall receive power . . . 
and you shall be my witnesses!" 

By his answer Jesus shifts the 
thinking of the disciples from the 
future and the past to the present 
pentecostal moment. He warns the 
disciples not to speculate about the 
future nor to seek to restore what 
was. Instead, he calls them to an 
active demonstration in the pres
ent that will transform the world. 
By the action of the Holy Spirit and 
the faithful response of the disci
ples, their past was redeemed and 
they awaited the future with hope 
because they became his witness in 
the present. 

Surely the inner persuasion of 
the Holy Spirit excited their spirits, 
warmed their hearts, stimulated 
their minds and set their feet to 
running. But the risen Jesus had 
yet another message for the disci
ples: "Wait for the promise from 
the Father!" "Wait for the prom
ise!" "Wait," "Wait, " "Wait." 
There are times when the most 
Christian response is to do nothing 
but wait upon God, patiently and 
expectantly. Wait in faith, wait in 
hope, and the disciples waited for 
ten days. 

When the day of Pentecost had 
come, the great central fact was not 
that the Spirit was given for the 
first time on that day. The Spirit 
had been growing within them for 
40 days, nurtured by the presence 
of the risen Jesus. The general 
central fact of Pentecost is that it 
marked the beginning of the active 
missionary work by the disciples of 
Jesus. 
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The disciples waited! 
The Holy Spirit came upon them! 
They received power! 
They became witnesses, begin

ning in Jerusalem where they 
were. 

The first pentecostal moment 
moved the church by concentric 
circles from Jerusalem to Judea to 
Samaria, to southern Europe, to 
northern Africa and parts of Asia in 
what might be called the first wave 
of Christian mission. 

The second wave of Christian 
mission came centuries later in 
what has been named the Great 
Century, 181~1914. The churches 
from Europe and North America, 
after centuries of delay, began to 
fulfill the first pentecostal moment 
by taking the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth. Kenneth Scott La
tourette, authority on the expan
sion of Christianity, identifies four 
basic characteristics of every great 

Newly commissioned 
missionaries are a 
significant sign to the 
church and world. 

missionary history. They are: (1) 
the offerings of life and money 
centered in loyalty to Jesus; (2) the 
involvement of rank and file mem
bers; (3) numerical growth; and (4) 
the impacting of the political, social 
and economic environments. 

The United Methodist Church is 
being called into a new era of 
witness and service. The third 
wave is cresting. The number of 
opportunities increases daily. And 
a response is being mounted. The 
newly commissioned missionaries 
are a significant sign to the church 
and to the world. Each one, a 
recipient of God's grace in Jesus 
Christ, will be cutting a pathway of 
grace in missionary service. By 
oecoming witnesses of Jesus Christ 
they are part of the new pentecos
tal moment, ministering in faith
fulness . Thanks be to God! o 



Look at the "7orld and 
The United Methodist Church 

In Mission in a ne"7 "7ay! 
Explore the "7orld through 

MAXIMAP. 

Maximap is a 24" x 36" poster-sized 
map, perfect for wall mounting or table 
display, that graphically illustrates in 
bold color all the countries where 
Methodism is active. Charts are 
included, showing the kinds of mission 
work in each nation (evangelism, edu
cation, medical, rural/agricultural, 
church development, laity/church in the 
world) and statistics on the growth of 
world Methodism. A flyer is included 

with the map explaining the functions 
of the divisions/ departments of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, and 
giving many suggestions for use of the 
map. 

Order from Service Center, General 
Board of Global Ministries, 7820 Read
ing Road/Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, 
OH 45222-1800. Include stock number 
(#3359). Each map is $3.00. 
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