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Mission is everywhere. United Methodists around 
the world serve their brothers and sisters in many dif
ferent ways . In a complex world, where time is at a 
premium, news of Methodist mission workers may 
seem impossible to keep track of. One major maga
zine makes the effort. NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
surveys , reports and presents , in 10 issues each year, 
an overview of missionary work that keeps United 
Methodists informed. 

If you want to know what your church work means 
in a larger context, read NEWWORLD OUTLOOK. 

If you care about South Africa, our South and Cen
tral American neighbors , and the barrios of Southern 
California and Texas , read NEWWORLD OUTLOOK. 

You will be hearing information from the source. 
Missionaries and church workers speak directly to 
you of their needs , their hopes , and their concerns. 

Can you afford not to know what your church is 
doing? 

Subseribe 'lhday: 
Price: $11.00 for ten issues . 

Write to: Magazine Circulation, Service Center, 7820 Reading Road/Caller 
No . 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222- 1800. 
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Taiwanese Methodists seek their niche in a rapidly changing society. 
by Nelson A. Navarro 

In the wake of continuing violence and racial injustice, the citizens 
of Robeson County decided to unite for change. 
by Charley Lerrigo 

United Methodists were there to help after flooding brought 
devastation to some of Rio de Janeiro's poorest slums. 
by Brenda Webber 
~hotos by Richard Lord 

Fun, sun and a glimpse of the Third World on United Methodist 
Men's first-ever national seafaring event 
by M. Garlinda Burton 

The Tokyo English Life Line provides friendship and solace over the 
phone. 
by Kathry_n Tietz Treece 

by Charles E. Cole 

by Creighton Lacy 
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The Prayer Ca/endar(#1241) 
offers you a year full of medi
tations and prayers. It lists 
missionaries and their birth
days as well as mission pro
grams of The United Methodist 
Church, arranged by state for 
the United States, and by 
continent/country for overseas 
work. Retired missionaries 
are listed; maps and photos 
enliven the text. It's the perfect 
Christmas gift for friends, 
mission workers, pastors, and 
yourself ! Only $3.50, plus 
postage and handling. 

1989 Prayer Calendar 

Please send me copies 
of the 1989 Prayer Calendar 
(# 1241), at $3.50, plus postage,* 
for a total cost of $. ___ _ 
Name ________ _ 

Address ______ _ _ 

City, State, Zip _ ____ _ 

Mail to: Service Center, GBGM, 
7820 Reading Road/Caller No. 
1800, Cincinnati , OH 45222-1800. 

*(Postage: $3.01-$10., add 15% 
of total ; $10.01-$25., add 10% of 
total ; over $25., add 5% of total. 
If bill ing is requested, $1.50 billing 
fee is charged.) 

TO OUR READERS 
Our October issue is a diverse and exciting one, we believe. On the 
U.S. scene, we take you to Robeson County, North Carolina, a racially 
troubled locale. Robeson County has been the scene of frequent 
murders and much inter-racial violence, most of it perpetrated against 
blacks and Native Americans, according to Charley Lerrigo, who until 
recently handled interpretive services for the General Board of Global 
Ministries. Minorities in Robeson County have long suffered 
discrimination, but in the wake of two recent murders, they have 
decided to unite for change. Happily, new coalitions of all races are 
forming to create a movement for justice and fairness there, writes Mr. 
Lerrigo. 

Moving overseas, senior staff writer Nelson A. Navarro reports from 
T.aiwan, where the Methodist Church is seeking to define a viable role 

' in that rapidly changing society. Before the church became autono
mous in 1972, it was completely dependent on U.S. support, and had 
made few efforts to evangelize. Today, the Methodists comprise only a 
small minority within the island's Christian community. Yet the 
church's leaders are enthusiastic about the future while espousing a 
cautiously conservative tradition, accordin~ to Mr. Navarro. Always 
mindful of the larger geo-political dimension with mainland China 
that dominates Taiwanese thinking, the nation's Methodists are 
seeking a "middle way" in which they can grow and live in peace. 

This issue also brings you an exclusive picture essay of the catastrophic 
flooding and mud slides that struck Brazil last February. The disaster 
hit the Rio de Janeiro area, and devastated some of that city's poorest 
area, leaving thousands homeless and in despair. The Board's United 
~ethodist Committee on Relief Program Department almost imme
diately responded with a $50,000 grant to help the Rio area Methodist 
church agencies begin rebuilding homes and lives there. Photojour
nalist Richard Lord, a frequent contributor to NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK, provided the pictures. 

On the lighter side, M. Garlinda Burton, based in the Nashville office 
of United Methodist News Service, joined the first-ever United 
Methodist Men's seafaring cruise in the caribbean recently. Sun and 
fun were a prominent feature of the cruise, but the Methodist men and 
their spouses found time for reflection and worship as well as a 
glimpse of the Third World when their ship put in at Jamaica. 

In our November-December issue, you can look forward to full 
coverage of the United Methodist bishops' statement on undocu
mented migrants in the United States, entitled "To Love The 
Sojourner." Two articles will help explain the church's response to the 
plight of these sojourners in our midst. Our church and society are 
called to a compassionate, caring ministry with these undocumented 
workers, who have been made most unwelcome by the 1986 federal 
immigration reform act. 

For readers who want extra copies of our mission study issue on South 
Africa in September, single copies are still available at the Service 
Center. Bulk rates are also available upon request. 

The Editors 
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ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING . Bishop J. 
Woodrow Hearn of Lincoln, Neb., was 
elected president of the General 
Board of Global Ministries at its 
September organizational meeting for 
the 1989-92 quadrennium. The Board's 
directors also elected new 
presidents for the Board's three 
divisions: Bishop J. Lloyd Knox of 
81nn1ngham, Ala .• president of World 
Program Division; Bishop F. Herbert 
Skeete of Boston, president of 
National Program Division; Sally E. 
Graham Ernst. of Bethel Park, Pa . • 
president of Women's Division . Also 
named by the Board's directors were 
chairpersons of the GBGM's program 
departments for the forthcoming 
quadrennium: Martha Sanchez, 
Wichita, Kan . , Health and Welfare 
Ministries; Carolyn Henniger Oehler, 
Elgin, Ill., Mission Education and 
Cultivation; Bishop Edsel A. Anmons, 
Worthington, Oh., Mission Personnel 
Resources; and Bishop C.P. Minnick 
~.Raleigh, N. C., United Methodist 
Conn1ttee on Relief. Elected as 
chairpersons of Board conwnittees 

re the Rev. Karl K. Stegall, 
Montgomery, Ala . , Finance; the Rev . 
Sandra F. Hoke, LaGrange, Ill., 
Personnel and Nominations; the Rev. 
l'arv Ann Swenson, Everrett, Wash . , 
Conn1ttee to Eliminate 
Institutional Racism; the Rev. James 
ft. Lawson, Los Angeles, Research and 
Development; and Tal Oden, Altus, 
0 la . , Mission Evangelism . 

NATIONAL DIVISION HEAD . The Rev . 
Brian Fettennan, a member of the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference, was 
nominated at the Board ' s 
organizational meeting to head the 
National Program Division . Mr . 
Fettennan, pastor of Wesley UMC in 
Tyrone, Pa., will succeed the Rev . 
Rene 0. Bideaux as chief executive 
of the Board's national missions 
unit, if elected at the Board's fall 
meeting this month . Mr . Bideaux 
resigned last June as deputy general 
secretary. Mr. Fettennan, 57, has 
served in the Central Penn . 
Conference since becoming a student 
pastor in 1953. He holds the M.Div 
and D.Min from Drew University in 
New Jersey, and an M.A. in education 
from Penn State University . 

DISASTER RELIEF. United Methodists 
were quick to respond in recent 
weeks as natural disasters struck 
around the world . Victims of the 
severe flooding that hit the South 
Asian country of Bangladesh have 
received $50,000 1n relief supplies 
through the GBGM's United Methodist 
Conwnittee on Relief Program 
Department (UMCOR) . Part of the 
funds were used to provide badly 
needed water purification tablets . 
Unsanitary drinking water caused an 
outbreak of diarrhea and other 
medical problems . Although floods 
occur annually during the monsoon 
season in Bangladesh, they have been 
especially fierce in the past two 
years. [See Editorial on page 7.) 
UMCOR has created an Advance project 
for Bangladesh relief, #202400. 
... Closer to home, UMCOR reacted 
promptly to the suffering wrought by 
Hurricane Gilbert, one of the worst 
tropical storms in memory. UMCOR 
inmediately sent $30,000 in aid to 
Jamaica, where the massive storm 
killed some 40 people, left over 
half a million Jamaicans homeless, 
and has necessitated extensive 
reconstruction of the island's 
infrastructure. UMCOR has also 
approved $15,000 for Riverton City, 
a squatters conwnunity outside 
Kingston. The money, $10,000 of 
which is a grant from the Atkinson 
Foundation of San Francisco, will be 



Mission 
Memo 
used to upgrade sanitary conditi-0ns 
and help reopen a factory. UMCOR 
also approved use of $25,000 in a 
revolving loan fund for members of 
the island's 120 Methodist 
churches . .. UMCOR Advance project 
#982422-4, has been established to 
help long-term recovery ... Coastal 
Mexico was also damaged by Gilbert, 
and UMCOR channeled $30,000 in 
relief aid to that country ... UMCOR 
also responded with $30,000 in 
emergency supplies for the victims 
of an earthquake which rocked Nepal 
and the Indian state of Bihar in 
August. Over 900 people were killed 
in the quake, which destroyed most 
of the traditional mud-brick houses 
in the area. 

SOUTH AFRICA. In the wake of an Aug. 
31 bombing that badly damaged the 
headquarters of the South African 
Council of Churches in Johannesburg, 
church leaders in the U.S. and 
around the world are seeking to 
heighten world pressure against the 
apartheid South African regime. UM 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert of San 
Francisco attended a Sept. 12 
emergency meeting in Geneva, 
Switzerland, at which world church 
leaders agreed to step up pressure 
on their respective governments to 
seek an end to apartheid in South 
Africa. Bishop Talbert said he and 
others are concerned about reports 
that the Pretoria regime is out to 
"clip the wings" of anti-apartheid 
church leaders such as Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Rev. 
Allan Boesak . 

WOMEN PASTORS. More than 90 percent 
of United Methodists who have women 
pastors find them acceptable for all 
pastoral tasks, according to a 
survey done by the UM General 
Council on Ministries. Of the 1,387 
clergy and laypersons who responded 
to the questionnaire, those who are 
served by a woman pastor were more 
wi l ling to accept a clergywoman and 
had a more favorable attitude toward 
than those who are not. On nine of 
10 pastoral functions polled in the 
survey, more than 70 percent of all 
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respondents did not say gender was 
important. But on the tenth task, 
expressing preference for a senior 
pastor, just 42 percent said gender 
was irrelevant. The UMC has 3,444 
women pastors, making up about nine 
percent of the overall total. 

AFRICAN BISHOPS. The Rev. Joao 
Somane Machado was elected~hop of 
the Mozambique Conference at the 
meeting of the Central African 
Conference in August. The Rev. 
Moiaes Fernandes was elected bishop 
of the newly created East Angola 
Conference. Bishop Ndoricimpa was 
reelected to his episcopacy in 
Burundi, meaning that he will be 
that conference's bishop for l i fe. 
And Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, leader 
of the Zimbabwe Conference, was 
elected president of the Central 
Africa Council of Bishops. 

WHITHER BLACKS? The United Methodi st 
Church is losing black members 
faster than any other denomination , 
according to Bishop Forrest C. Stith 
of Syracuse, N.Y. The bishop made 
the conment at a national Black 
Church Growth Consultation, held in 
Atlanta in late August and sponsored 
by Black Methodists for Church 
Renewal, the oldest and largest of 
United Methodism's ethnic caucuses . 
Since the denomination's racially 
segregated Central J.urisdiction was 
dissolved in 1968, more than 140,000 
blacks have left the UMC, said 
Bishop Stith, who added that the 
historic role of the black church as 
a conmunity anchor has diminished. 
The Atlanta parley explored new 
ministries of evangelism and 
education in the black conmunity. 

DEATHS. P. Lee Palmore, retired 
World Divis i on missionary, served 32 
years, died Aug. 5 at age 
92 ... Frieda Austel, retired 
deaconess, served 36 years in the 
U.S. and Germany, died May 23 at age 
88 ... B. B. Cofield, retired World 
Division missionary, served in 
Liberia three decades, died recently 
at age 74 . ... 
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Editorials 
Seeing the Evils 
of Apartheid 
While Pope John Paul II dispensed good will in his first 
tour of southern Africa, the pontiff's recent five-nation, 
10--day trip was not without controversy. In Zimbabwe, 
the first stop of his journey, the Pope praised the 
Marxist government of President Robert Mugabe and 
its peaceful attempt to end tribal warfare. 

During his visit to Swaziland at a Mass attended by 
King Mswati and his four wives, John Paul preached 
about the virtues of monogamy. The 20-year-old king, 
the world's youngest monarch, sat expressionless as 
the Pope said God intended each husband to have but 
one wife. 

But it was his denouncement of apartheid and his 
decision to avoid South Africa that caused the greatest 
disturbance, angering white South Africans. 

John Paul said efforts to end the "racist ideology" of 
apartheid "belong to the mission of the church and to 
the nature of the Gospel." Addressing the issue of 
economic sanctions against South Africa contained in 
legislation now before the U.S. Congress, the Pope 
said, "Sanctions are a political method. From the moral 
point of view, they are acceptable in some situations." 

These remarks against apartheid, made at the outset 
of his trip, were rarely repeated during the pontiff's 
visit to the five front-line nations that border South 
Africa. Even his intention to avoid visiting South Africa 
went awry. Inclement weather canceled John Paul's 
flight to Lesotho, forcing the Pope and his entourage to 
bivouac in South Africa, where he lunched with South 
African Foreign Minister Roelof Botha. It is deeply 
encouraging that the Pope has voiced his concern about 
injustice in South Africa and visited southern Africa, but 
this is not enough. It is time he saw the evils of apartheid 
for what they are-and how apartheid makes South 
Africa's current government illegitimate. This would be 
the strongest message Pope John Paul II could send to 
the many Roman Catholics, and all persons, who live in 
that region. 

Controlling Floods 
The floods that arrive annually during monsoon season 
in Bangladesh have inundated that country this year 
like never before. Virtually the entire nation is under 
water, with 28 million people left homeless or stranded. 
The government reports that 935 people have died in 
the flooding . Nearly a quartermillion Bangladeshis are 
suffering from gastro-intestinal diseases like diarrhea 
and dysentery, the result of fouled waters. 

Many of Bangladesh's 110 million people have fled to 

higher ground, or are living precariously in roofs or 
treetops. Meanwhile, aid is arriving from abroad as 
government officials scramble to assess the damage. 

One cannot help but wonder why greater precau
tions are not taken to guard against such a catastrophe. 
But, to some extent, there are preparations. Of 
necessity, Bangladeshis have cultivated a remarkable 
lifestyle, adapting to the annual floods. Many now live 
in homes built on earthen platforms; others sow rice 
varieties that flourish in deep water. 

Yet these limited safeguards ~re clearly insufficient in 
the face of such titanic floods . It is important to 
recognize that it is not because of nature alone the 
floods themselves have been increasing in their 
destructiveness in recent years. Soil erosion in the 
Himalayas has removed natural barriers that tradition
ally have blunted the impact of the monsoon rains. 
Moreover, dikes built to shield development projects 
have only heightened the devastation. 

Environmental havoc wrought by the destruction of 
the Nepalese forests has done the most damage, 
however. The increase of the Nepalese population has 
created an insatiable appetite for wood. At the same 
time, the unchecked growth of wild grazing animals 
has denuded the remaining grasslands. With the land 
stripped of trees and vegetation, rain and silt rush into 
Bangladesh unimpeded. What is clearly needed is an 
international conference on controlling the flood 
problem. Something must be done immediately to 
check further deforestation, and an alternative fuel 
supply must be provided for the Nepalese. More 
flood-proof homes must also be built for Bangladeshis 
who are unable or unwilling to relocate to higher 
ground. 

The last two years have been devastating for 
Bangladesh-and there's no reason to expect any 
improvement in coming years unless corrective mea
sures are taken before next year's monsoon rains arrive. 

Loving the Sojourner 
It is because of the hardships, distress and grief suffered 
by so many new immigrants that the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops recently issued a compelling 
document which they hope United Methodists will 
study seriously. 

The document, avaliable later this month, describes 
the current crisis affecting undocumented immigrants 
by the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986. 
Though the Act helped some to become citizens, the 
majority of undocumented immigrants, largely Hispan
ics and blacks, face requirements that are impossible to 
fulfill. It is to these persons, and to all "whose hearts are 
as ours," that the bishops direct their concern. 
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The Methodists ca 
Breaking away from tradition, Taiwanese Methodists are seeking to 
define a viable role in their rapidly changing society photo~ 

Abov.e, Tseng Shih-tae and his wife, Sonui, at St . John's Methodist Church in 
Shulm; right, Jenn~fe: S~ih with Moon Kyu Son, a mission intern of the General 
Board of Global Mmzstrzes , at Ward Hall Church, Soochow University. 

Tseng Shih- Tae is an electronics turning point in the life of their 
manager at the Sanyo plant in declining church as well as a 
Shulin, a crowded industrial sub- bellweather of Taiwan's dazzling 
urb in the southern outskirts of the transition from international pari
booming Taiwanese capital of Tai- ah to the enviable status of rising 
pei. He and his wife, Sonui, also a economic power in Asia. 
worker for the Japanese electronics Actually, the church's efforts to 
giant, are members of Shulin' s St. "re-energize" itself started more 
John's Methodist Church. than a year ago, partly as a re-

The Tsengs, who joined the sponse to President Chiang 
church two years ago, are not Ching-kou' s moves to achieve 
typical Taiwan Methodists. They "gradual democratization" in a 
are Lukais or members of one of the heavily militarized state that clings 
country's aboriginal tribes, no to vanishing hopes of recovering 
more than 20 of whom belong to the Chinese mainland from com
th e 3,000-member Metho d ist munist rule . 
Church of the Republic of China in In July 1987, more than 500 
Taiwan. The overwhelming major- delegates representing Chinese
ity of the small but highly influen- speaking Methodist congregations 
tial church are mainlanders, or in Asia, Europe and North America 
post-1949 emigres who arrived in gathered for their first worldwide 
the island republic off the South conference in Taipei. The confer
China coast with the defeated ence was seen as a dramatic ges
Nationalist (KMT) armies of ture of support for Chinese Meth
Chiang Kai-shek. odism's premier national church in 

Yet, for some Methodist leaders, its efforts to define a viable role in 
the coming of the Tsengs and other Taiwan's rapidly changing society. 
aboriginal members into their Ironically, it was the very con
midst represents no less than a servative stance of Taiwan's Meth-
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odist Church, particularly its stub
born advocacy of the Mandarin 
language, that spearheaded the 
establishment of its new ministry 
to the nation's aboriginal people. 
Indeed, this insistence on Man
darin, albeit a refusal to adopt the 
more widely spoken Taiwanese 
language, perhaps explains why 
Methodism has so far made hardly 
any dent on the rest of Taiwan's 19 
million population. 

"We came here because it is a 
church where we could worship in 
Mandarin," says Tseng, who 
brought along five other aboriginal 
people to a meeting at the Shulin 
church one cold evening last Jan
uary. "We have to drive a long way 
every Sunday, but there are very 
few Christian churches in Taipei 
where they speak a language we 
understand." 

Happily, says Tseng, it was their 
language problem that opened the 
doors to the church on busy 
Chung-shan Street that, since 
1986, has been a spiritual home for 
aboriginal people in Taipei. 
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-~1wan 
d hotos by Nelson A. Navarro 

Back in his native Taitung area in 
southern Taiwan, his people speak 
their own dialect and either Japa
nese or Mandarin, the language of 
the old Chinese empire. Both for
eign languages are anathema to the 
Taiwanese majority who have 
borne the brunt of successive Chi
nese and Japanese colonial re
gimes, including the present KMT 
regime. The Lukais, like other 
aboriginal groups such as the 
Amei, Penan, and Taiya do not 
speak Taiwanese. 

Although the non-Chinese, 
non-Taiwanese aboriginal peoples 
represent no more than a tiny 
portion of the island nation's popu
lation, they are generally attracted 
to the Christian faith, unlike the 
majority Taiwanese who adhere to 
Confucianism and other Chinese 
traditional religions. The nation's 
Christians account for a mere five 
percent of the population. 

Because of the Tsengs, some 
Methodist leaders are already 
looking beyond Shulin and they 

foresee a major Methodist role in In its present state, the Taiwan 
reaching out to the much greater church is a far cry from Chinese 
community of some 100,000 ab- Methodism's highpoint in 1947, 
origina1 people in the Taipei metro- when it celebrated its centennial 
politan region. Most of this rapidly year in Foochow on the Chinese 
growing group are recent arrivals mainland, in the same place where 
from the interior villages who fill missionaries of the American 
up lower-level jobs in the electron- Methodist Episcopal Church start
ics and restaurant industries. ed their mission in 1847. That 

"We are engaged in strengthen- memorable year, ' Methodists in 
ing work today," says Bishop China numbered more than 100,
Enoch Kuey, the church's softs po- 000 and were served by over 500 
ken 43-year-old leader, as he sat clergy. 
down for an interview one winter Despite their present circum
afternoon at his office, just a stances, most Taiwan Methodists 
stone's throw from the landmark continue to express unabashed, if 
Wesley Church at the heart of quiet, pride in the church's conser
Taipei' s fashionable Ta-an District. vative traditions and in Taiwan's 
"We are not building any more political institutions. 
new churches. We are concentrat- "We don't talk about politics," 
ing on strengthening the existing says Jennifer Shih, an English 
ones." instructor at the Methodist-refa.ted 

Before the church became au- Soochow University in the north
tonomous in 1972, says the China- em suburbs of Taipei. "We just 
born leader who became Taiwan's pray for our country and for our 
first Chinese Methodist bishop in president." 
1985, very few Methodists paid Characterizing the nation' s 
much attention to the church's Methodists as "very conservative" 
small and rapidly aging member- (compared to the Presbyterians 
ship. who are "very liberal"), she says 

"We were not conscious of the she formally joined the church in 
need to evangelize," he says, "be- 1984 because, as a child attending a 
cause we were fully supported by Christian kindergarten, she came 
the American church. Since then to think of Christians as "well-be
we have realized that we have to haved and very high class," a 
evangelize in order to grow as a breed exemplified by no less than 
church." Mme. Soong Mei-ling, the aging 

So crippling was the effect of the widow of Chiang Kai-shek. A 
American withdrawal, he says, staunch Methodist like her hus
that the church could barely fi- band, Taiwan's most famous citi
nance its operations and, worse, zen is still a member of Kaikeh 
the relations among the local Methodist Church in Shihlin, an 
churches deteriorated to the point exclusive Taipei suburb. 
where some of them simply lost Shih acknowledges, however, 
touch with the others. that the kind of conservatism 

Today, the Methodists make up evoked by Chiang's widow ex
a small minority within a minority plains, to some extent, why Tai
of the island's Christian comm uni- wan' s Methodists have so far made 
ty. There are only 19 Taiwan few inroads beyond their narrow 
Methodist churches in the whole base in the mainland Chinese com
country, 11 of them located in and munity. 
around Taipei. So concentrated is "Some of our churches in the city 
the church' s membership that tend to be very rational and more 
Wesley Church alone accounts for intellectual," she says. "In the 
one-third of all its 3,000 members. other Christian churches, people 
In contrast, the more numerous cry and are more emotional, espe
and generally anti-KMT Presbyte- dally the Taiwanese. We clearly 
rians claim a nationwide member- have a difference in style and 
ship of more than 200,000 people. attitude." As a Taiwanese herself, 
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she says she is very much aware of 
very basic differences between 
mainlanders and Taiwanese-dif
ferences that turn into deep antag
onism and even hatred when ex
tended into the political arena. 

Yet another problem, according 
to Joseph Chen, a luggage sales
man and active leader at Ward Hall 
Methodist Church on the universi
ty campus, is a numbing kind of 
self-satisfaction that seems to keep 
church members from venturing 
out of the comfortable little world 
of Taiwan Methodism. 

"We need new ideas and more 
outside concepts," says Chen, who 
became a Christian after his mar
riage to Shih five years ago. "We 
must have not only typically Chi
nese thinking. We need Christian 
concepts from outside." 

His own concept from the "out
side" involves a community bus 
project that, he says, will not only 
provide service for some 20 school 
children, but could also attract new 
members to his local church. "We 
hope that if the children come," he 

says , " their parents will also 
come." 

Chen attributes his optimistic 
outlook to recent church moves to 
break out of the long isolation 
imposed by its peculiar history, 
especially last year' s conference of 
Chinese-speaking Methodist 
churches. 

We Chinese just 
want to live in the 
middle way. 
we just want to 
live in peace. 

"We have learned a lot from the 
Methodist Churches in Malaysia 
and Singapore," says Bishop Kuey 
of the church's efforts to link up 
with the international Chinese 
Methodist network spearheaded 
by Malaysia' s Bishop C.N. Fang 
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Joseph Chen and Rebecca 
Cheng, church secretary, in 
front of Wesley Church in 
Taipei . 

and Singapore' s Bishop Ho Chee 
Sin. "Those churches are much 
stronger than we are. We would 
like to find out the right way or 
what will work out for the Chinese 
here in Taiwan." 

Already, he says, the link-up 
has energized Taiwan Methodism 
and has made church members 
aware of current developments in 
mission evangelism and theologi
cal education around the world. 
The Taiwan church's modest con
tribution to the international net
work has been its leadership in the 
field of church music as demon
strated by the renowned choir of 
Wesley Church in Taipei. 

Kuey is also active in the net
work's mission committee, estab
lished last January in Hong Kong, 
which plans to send missionaries 
to Thailand and to England in the 
immediate future . 

The Tha( mission, he says, will 
minister to ethnic Chinese in the 
rural north of Thailand where there 
are still no Christian churches. The 
one in England will establish the 
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first Chinese-speaking Methodist 
congregation in London, a city that 
already has one English-speaking 
Chinese Methodist Church. 

Over the long run, says Kuey, 
the Taiwan church must fulfill its 
longstanding agenda of becoming 
a truly national church. Although 
hopes of relating to the Taiwanese 
majority do not appear promising 
at this point, the church does face 
some exciting mission possibilities 
that are already being addressed 
on a limited scale in Shulin. 

Farther down the road, he says, 
the church plans to start new 
congregations in Hualien on the 
East Coast and in offshore Pong Hu 
Island in the Southwest, two areas 
that do not have a single Methodist 
church today. 

The church's membership re
mains small, he says, partly be
cause it simply doesn' t have 
enough pastors. In fact, there are 
only about 20 pastors on the church 
rolls, most of whom are 60 years or 
older. But the problem is more 
basic. To begin with, the pastors 
themselves have to train in Presby
terian seminaries because the 
Methodists do not have their own 
facilities for theological education. 
And then there is the thorny 
question of language: specifically, 
how long can the church insist on 
Mandarin in a sea of Taiwanese 
speaking people? 

Presently, there are three Korean 
ministers who are helping the 
church to upgrade its theological 
work. A number of ministers have 
also been sent to study at Singa
pore's Trinity Theological College 
and other foreign seminaries . 
Some of them, however, have 
ended up immigrating to the Unit
ed States or elsewhere. 

In any case, training pastors and 
maintaining them in tne different 
parishes entails large expenditures 
that still cannot be shouldered by 
the church's tiny membership base 
without some major assistance 
from the United Method ist 
Church's General Board of Global 
Ministries in New York. And the 
question of funding opens a whole 
new set of complications that tie 

At the Wesley Church, Joseph Chen and Rebecca Cheng are flanked by two of the 
congregation's youth leaders. 

the church's future to the larger 
realities facing the nation. 

While most Taiwan Methodists 
hold good jobs in government, in 
the army, and the bureaucracy, 
and are ensconced in the middle 
classes (in short, they have man
aged to hang on to "what they 
were back in China" ), few of them 
are in fact businessmen or people 
of great wealth. 

Over the years, according to Dirk 
Bennett, longtime NBC correspon
dent in Taipei, the Taiwanese ma
jority have managed to control the 
economic life of the nation, even as 
the mainlanders continued to dom
inate politics. 

"The Taiwanese basically have 
what they want short of indepen
dence," says the veteran observer 
of 13 years, ''but independence is 
an emotional issue that is hope
lessly entangled with larger geo
political issues, such as the future 
status of Taiwan. Will it be reunited 
with the government of Beijing? 
No one really knows." 

What happens to Taiwan, espe
cially after the death last January of 
President Chiang Chiang-kuo and 
the KMT' s decision to elect a 
Taiwanese as the new president, is 
one question Bishop Kuey prefers 
not to answer too directly. 

All things considered, he says, 
Taiwan's future and the church's 
efforts to move ahead have to be 
kept within the purview of the 
Chinese "middle way" of doing 
things. 

"We Chinese just want to live in 
the middle way," he patiently 
explains to his inquisitive visitor. 
"We don' t want to be too strong or 
too weak. We want to be just right. 
We don' t want to conquer anybody 
or to be conquered. We just want to 
live in peace." o 

Nelson A. Navarro, former senior staff 
writer for New World Outlook, visited 
Taiwan in 1987. 
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A multi-racial coalition struggles for justice in the wake of unsolved 
murders and discrimil)ation in North Carolina's Robeson County 

heriff' s Detective Kevin 
Stone of Robeson Coun
ty, North Carolina, was 
driving by the house of a 
suspected drug dealer 
when he saw what he 
considered suspicious 

activity . He parked his car, 
watched and waited. Shortly, a car 
pulled away from the house, out 
into the drizzly Saturday night. 
The deputy followed the car. 

What finally resulted from this 
surveillance is a revealing account 
of racial injustice in Robeson Coun
ty and what the people and the 
church decided to do about it. It 
galvanized a community of people 
and ignited a movement. 

Robeson County Courthouse in Lumberton, N.C. ; 
inset, family album snapshot of Jimmy Earl 
Cummings, shot to death by a county detective. 

According to police, Jimmy Earl 
Cummings, the drug suspect driv
ing the Pinto, was shot in the head 
by Detective Stone after Cum
mings brandished a five-gallon 
bucket and aimed for the deputy's 
head. Residents say the bucket was 
plastic; otherwise, Cummings was 
unarmed, except for a pocket knife. 
He had tried to escape the deputy 
and was shot following a chase. 
One version suggests that as De
tective Stone backed away from 
Cummings, the officer fell back
ward and his gun went off. 

Law enforcement authorities 
have their official version of 
events. Minorities and civil rights 
leaders in Robeson have refused to 
accept it, claiming the true story 
has never been told. 

There were only two witnesses 
to Mr. Cummings' death-Detec
tive Stone and Darlene Hunt, a 
passenger in the Pinto. Neither of 
them testified at the cororner' s 
inquest. Instead, another deputy 
used oral and written reports from 
Detective Stone to formulate the 
sheriff department's report. A 
month after the inquest, however, 
Ms. Hunt gave an area newspaper 
her version of what happened, 
which contradicted much of De
tective Stone's report. 

he end result was that 
Jimmy Earl Cummings' 
death at 36, in a muddy 
ditch on a dark country 
road, was classified to 
be "accidental and/or 
self defense" by the cor

oner. Detective Stone, according to 
his fellow officers, had "feared for 
his life" while pursuing Cum
mings, even though Stone and 
Cummings had been childhood 
playmates. However, some Robe
son County citizens protested the 
report and the "lack of due pro-

cess" at the inquest. Others 
thought the race factor to be signifi
cant. 

The Cummings shooting was 
not the only death in Robeson 
County that riled community activ
ists. Almost a year to the day before 
Cummings was killed, a young 
black woman, Joyce Harrell Sin
clair, was raped and murdered, her 
body dumped outside the county 
line. No arrests were made. In the 
wake of her death, fear has per
vaded the lives of blacks in the 
small community of St. Paul, Mrs. 
Sinclair's hometown. A year before 
the murder, the Ku Klux Klan 
staged a rally near the site where 
her body was found. After that 
some blacks in the town began 
answering their front doors with 
guns in their hands. 

n March 26, 1988, Julian 
T. Pierce, an attorney 
and Lumbee Indian, 
was murdered at his 
home in Wakulla, N.C., 
just weeks before he 
would oppose Robeson 

County District Attorney Joe Free
man Britt in a May election for a 
Superior Court judgeship. The 
Sheriff's Department said, howev
er, that the killing resulted from a 
domestic dispute between Indians 
and has charged an Indian with the 
murder. Even in death, though, 
Mr. Pierce achieved a symbolic 
victory by outpolling Mr. Britt for 
the judicial appointment. 

Since Mr. Pierce's death, there 
have been several more unsolved 
murders, including black and Indi
an victims, in Robeson County. 
"We've really had a lot of suffering 
here in our county," says Christine 
Griffin, acting co-director of Lum
bee River Legal Services in Pem
broke. "It' s hard to keep up with 
who's been killed, and who the 
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suspects are. " A potential witness 
in the Pierce case has reportedly 
committed suicide. 

Robeson is one of the poorest 
counties in North Carolina, but its 
illegal drug market is a thriving 
one. Millions of drug dollars flow 
through there . Sheriff Hubert 
Stone-Kevin's father-calls it a 
modem and more profitable ver
sion of the old bootlegging busi
ness . 

ccording to Sheriff 
Stone, the murder rate 
in Robeson county is 15 
to 20 times the national 
average. Most result 
from domestic fights 
and draw little public 

outcry-except the Sinclair murder 
and the Cummings killing, which 
have united the long-suffering mi
nority community. Thousands of 
Robeson County citizens have de
monstrated and marched in recent 
years for equality, justice, free
dom, and fair employment. At the 
head of each march was a banner 
that read: "We protest the killing of 
Jimmy Earl Cummings and the 
murder of Joyce Sinclair .. . . " 

In some ways Robeson County is 
combination "Old South/New 
South" territory. The "Old South" 
is evident in the faces of minorities 
who fear the violence of racists, 
and whose fear makes them reluc
tantly accept the system that favors 
the established white power struc
ture. They are afraid of jeopardiz
ing what little they have. The 
"New South" is embodied by indi
viduals dedicated to change, who 
want more than a few victories. 
The latter are more willing to risk 
danger to bring about change and 
equality. 

The Rev. Joy Joseph Johnson, a 
black Baptist pastor in Robeson, 
heads Concerned Citizens for Bet-

ter Government, a broad-based 
community action organization. In 
1970, Dr. Johnson became the first 
minority person elected to the 
North Carolina General Assembly 
since Reconstruction. He knows 
the power of cohesive, decisive 
action. He recalled when the Ku 
Klux Klan was forced to call off a 
rally it had planned in 1986 when 
the local ministerial association 
promised to hold a prayer meeting 
as a counterprotest. 

John Godwin, also a Lumbee 
Indian, joined the staff of the local 
chapter of Clergy and Laity Con
cerned in 1983, concentrating on 
economic issues. He remembers 
that he had to walk to school and be 
careful not to get splashed by the 
bus the white children rode in. Mr. 
Godwin, a former store clerk, also 
remembers having to enter busin
esses through a sidedoor reserved 
for blacks and Indians. 

Minor political and social 
changes have occurred since then 
but, basically, "there's no differ
ence now from what it was 200 
years ago," says Mr. Godwin, a 
seminary-trained layperson. The 
educational system still favors 
whites, he laments. New jobs 
available to minorities are still the 
lowest paying jobs, with little secu
rity. "It's only hypocrisy, with 
sophistication in front of it," says 
the 73-year-old activist. 
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n Nov. 5, 1986, a few 
days after Cummings' 
death, Mr . Godwin, 
went to the Carolina Indi
an Voice to publish a 
letter of protest about 
this death. The newspa

per's founder read the letter and 
suggested calling a community 
meeting to put the issue before the 
people. They rented Pembroke 
Junior High School and 156 people 
showed up. The next meeting 
drew 302; the next, 402. Then 604. 
The numbers kept growing. They 
organized a march for April 25 and 
over 2,000 came. 

"I think it took the death of 
Jimmy Earl Cummings and the 
results of the inquest to galvanize 
the people, to make the people say, 
'Look, tnis has been going on long 
enough, there was no need for this 
to happen; it was senseless and it's 
time to do something about it,"' 
said Godwin. 

"And you know what looked 
better to me that day than anything 
else? When I looked out there and 
saw blacks, whites and Indians 
standing elbow to elbow, in protest 
of what'd been going on," he 
recalls . "We had been told that 
there's no way you can get the 
three races in Robeson County to 
join a coalition. And we proved 
'em wrong . . .. " Nobody had ever 
called them on anything. So they 
thought they'd been doing the 
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right thing all these years . They 
found out it was wrong. They'll 
find out at the voting booth, too." 

From one perspective, Robeson 
County could be seen as a leader in 
black and Native American 
progress. The first Indian owned 
and controlled state bank and the 
first 4 year liberal arts college with 
an all Indian student body are 
located in Pembroke-an Indian 
political and economic stonghold. 
Purnell Smith, a Lumbee Indian, is 
the state's first nonwhite superin
tendent of county schools. 

In the sheriff's department the 
proportion of black and Indian 
deputies and employees is higher 
than in many counties across the 
nation. By rough count, there are 
34 whites, 18 Indians and 13 blacks 
employed in key positions of the 
department. In 1985 the black 
community awarded Sheriff Stone 
a plaque in appreciation of his 
"faithfulness" in hiring. 

The sheriff says he didn' t think 
about race when it came to hiring 
deJ?uties, only about their qualifi
cations. "I felt it was the right thing 
to do," he says. But when pushed, 
he admits that if he had not hired a 
substantial number of minorities, 
the community would have "hol
lered." 

Minorities in Robeson County 
are looking to the dawning of a 
new day. The county's Native 
Americans, who comprise 35 per-

It took the death 
of Jimmy Earl 
Cummings to 
galvanize the 
people into 
saying, 'this has 
gone on long 
eno·ugh.' 

Left, Rob~son County Sheriff Hubert 
Stone, father of detective Kevin Stone, 
who shot and killed Jimmy Earl 
Cummings; right, the Rev. Joy Joseph 
Johnson , a Baptist preacher and local 
activist in Robeson County. 

cent of the population, and the 
blacks, who account for a fourth of 
the county's residents, have bro
ken through historic divisions to 
form significant alliances; they 
have formed a coalition for change. 

The Rev. Sidney Locks, a black 
Baptist pastor and state ref.'resenta
tive, also concedes that 'there has 
been a lot of progress in Robeson 
County. You can also say that 
nothing's changed. It all depends 
on your perception of where you 
want to go." 

ut as minorities 
progress in Robeson, 
the fear of hatred and 
reprisals loom over their 
lives. One marcher put 
it this way: " If you are 
getting a few drops of 

water, you are scared to say any
thing for fear the man will stick his 
finger in the hole and cut it off 

in ample time before a trial or 
change of plea; prosecutors manip
ulated the court calendar in order 
to coerce guilty pleas from defen
dants, or to have them jailed; 
defendants often suffered public 
indignities before local judges; and 
the judiciary often lacked decorum 
and generally portrayed a lack of 
independence from law enforce
ment. 

Mr. Britt, the district attorney, 
has vigorously denied the charges 
of systematic abuse and, according 
to one newspaper, said it would be 
"a cold day in hell" before commu
nity activist groups "run the dis
trict attorney's office ." 

Community residents took up 
the work from the Rural Justice 
Fund, and with help from the Rural 
Advancement Fund, formed the 
Justice Project in 1984, calling it 
"Friend In Court." Project director 
Anne Crain and her co-workers 
unearthed a direct correlation be
tween courtroom practices and 
overcrowding in the jails. For ex
ample, in March 1987, half of the 
jail inmates either couldn't post 
bail or weren' t allowed to. In 
Robeson County, Ms. Crain con
cluded, "a charge is as good as a 
conviction." 

completely." 
Allegations of gross injustices in ritt dismissed the find-

the criminal justice system brought ings, claiming his dis-
a fact finding team from the Fund trict was the most effi-
for Rural Justice to Robeson in 1983 dent in the state. "We 
for an eight-week investigation. have the highest court 
The Fund charged that a dispro- utilization .. . . The jury 
portionate number of Robeson tr i a 1 rate is 
County's misdemeanor defen- higher, . . . We do less plea bar
dants (mostly minorities) were gaining." A 1982-83 study showed 
sentenced without a lawyer pres- that his district did do better than 
ent; court-appointed attorneys others in bringing cases to trial and 
were failing to file motions on their had fewer dismissals than the state 
clients' behalf, or meet with them average. 
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John Godwin, above, a Lumbee Indian 
active in racial justice causes in Robeson 
County, died after this article was 
written; right, Junior Cummings, 
brother of the late Jimmy Earl 
Cummings . 

But Dee Reid, associate editor of The governor and the legislature 
The Independent, a Durham weekly, now support a public defender 
also found that Britt's tough ap- system over the present method of 
proach to criminal justice "ac- court-appointed defense attorneys 
counts for the fact that Robeson for indigents. The county also is in 
County jailed 414 persons per line for a new district attorney. 
100,000 population in 1981-a rate Gary Locklear, an Indian, ran un
that is 67 percent higher than the opposed for a district court judge
state' s incarceration rate and 170 ship in the May primary and stands 
percent higher than the nation's ." to be the first Indian to take the 

A follow-up study by the Fund bench in Robeson County. 
for Rural Justice in 1985 found that Reportedly, prosecutor Britt is in 
the court-monitoring project had line for the senior position on 
resulted in improved courtroom Robeson's Superior Court. This 
demeanor. The people were be- would empower him to appoint 
ginning to get the message that the public defender and magis
there was something that they trates. Few minorities look forward 
could do about justice issues. to that. The future of criminal 

As part of Concerned Citizens justice in Robeson is now the 
for Better Government (CCBG), subject of wrangling in the North 
the Justice Project organizers work Carolina Legislature. 
from the bottom up, showing peo- The state Committee on Indians 
ple in the county's small and poor and the criminal justice system 
towns that they can fight and win produced in 1988 a 52-page report 
battles. The CCBG worked out a which showed that Indians are 
procedure in 1987 with the Robe- arrested more often, jailed pending 
son County Bar Association to trial more often, and sent to prison 
strengthen defendants' rights . more often than whites. When the 
And the county has plans for a new findings were announced, Lonnie 
jail to relieve overcrowding. Revels, chairman of the state Com-
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mission on Indian Affairs, averred 
that his committee would demand 
fairness . 

According to the Rev. Mac Leg
erton, a United Methodist pastor, 
things are changing. Legerton is 
the chief executive of the Center for 
Community Action (CCA), for
merly Robeson County Clergy and 
Laity Concerned. His tri-racial 
staff and directors helped organize 
Concerned Citizens for Better Gov
ernment. In 1987 they processed 
more than 100 complaints of unfair 
labor practices. 

he same year, residents 
of East Side Park, a 
residential community 
in Fairmont, found out 
that working together 
gets results. That com
munity got its streets 

paved and took care of mosquito-
infested drainage ditches, to the 
surprise of some residents who 
thought nothing would be done. 

When dealing with a community 
that doesn't believe change is pos
sible, "you have to persuade them, 
and twist their arms a little bit, and 
make them feel like they are im
portant," explains CCA organizer 
Vivian Jamison. "Persistence is the 
key because if you slow down you 

· lose your folk. Once they see 
something can be done, the sky's 
the limit." 

The CCA has also helped resi
dents secure improved police pa
trols in south Lumberton, start a 
municipal youth activities program 
in Fairmont, stop one major com
pany from running a railroad con
necter through Pembroke, and 
fight to keep a chemical waste 
disposal plant from being built. 

GSX Services, Inc. , said its plant 
would create jobs and be a windfall 
for an area with the highest level of 
unemployment in the state. But 
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The people were 
beginning to get 
the message that 
there was 
something they 
could do about 
justice issues. 

Richard Regan of CCA points out 
that in most cases, the people who 
get the high-tech, high-raying 
jobs will come from out o state. 
"Our folks will get the truck driv
ing jobs and have to handle the 
poisons," he said. 

According to CCA, the proposed 
GSX facility would be the largest 
regionalized hazardous waste 
treatment facility in the country, 
and it would have a direct effect on 
the area's drinking water source. 
"If the GSX operation is not halted, 
the Lumbee River will be assaulted 
daily With 500,000 gallons of treat
ed waste water," says the CCA. 

In addition to the chemical waste 
plant, another company, US Ecolo
gy, Inc., has proposed to build the 
nation's first commercial incinera
tor for low-level radioactive waste 
just across the Robeson County 
line. 

"You take a poor rural county, 
add a high minority population 
with historical racial, political and 
economic divisions, and you have 
the most vulnerable community for 
the siting of massive waste treat
ment and disposal facilities," Leg
erton told The New York Times. lt 
represents "third world treat
ment" of America's poorest popu
lations. 

John Godwin died in an auto
mobile accident on March 22, 1988, 
a few months after he had been 
interviewed for this article . No foul 
play was suspected in his death. 
But his determination and courage 
will serve as an inspiration for 
others' commitment in Robeson 
County. There shall be change. 
There shall be life after death. o 

Charles Lerrigo, formerly GBGM's director 
of Interpretive Services, is now communica

' tions director of the California- Nevada 
Annual Conference, San Francisco, Cali
fornia . 

UNITED METHODISTS AT WORK 

Almost 20 years ago, the Church 
and Community Center in the 
county seat of Lumberton was a 
United Methodist initiative that 
aimed to meet the needs of people 
directly and to address the root 
causes of their problems. 

"The United Methodist Church 
is to be commended for its help 
towards progress in Robeson 
County," affirms the Rev. Bob 
Mangum, pastor of the Prospect 
United Methodist Church in Max
ton. Prospect is the largest Native 
American congregation in the de
nomination. 

The Bishops' Fund for Reconcili
ation and United Methodist Volun
tary Service (UMVS) both helped to 
get the community center started. 
Beginning in the early 70' s addi
tional money from the national 
church, including aid from United 
Methodist Women's Call to Prayer 
and Self-denial, helped bring an 
Indigenous Native American Com
munity Developer to the area, and 
intensify the voter registration 
campaign. UMVS, the Church and 
Community Center, and the com
munity developers program are 
units of the General Board of 
Global Ministries' National Pro
gram Divison. The Commission on 
Religion and Race also poured 
money into voter registration. Be
tween 1971-75, 11,500 Indians and 
blacks registered to vote and be
came a part of the body politic. 

After registering to vote, the 
people turned their attention to the 
system of "double voting." There 
were five administrative units in 
the school system, explained Man
gum, plus a county-wide system. 
Democratically, the county is about 
40 percent white, 35 percent Indian 
and 25 percent black. Whites were 
predominant in the urban areas. 
This gave them a double vote-in 
the urban system, plus the county 
system-and systematically pre
vented Indians or blacks from 
being elected to the school board 
for many years. Double voting was 
curtailed through the courts, and 
ethnic minorities finally gained 
seats on the board. 

When the county hired its first 
nonwhite superintendent of 
schools, says Mr. Mangum, "a lot 
of the whites feared the results. But 

their fears were not justified." 
Worship an d church growth 

isn' t flickering and apathetic, how
ever. An evangelical flame is burn
ing, especially in the Native 
American churches . O f 78 
churches in the district, reports the 
Rev. Jerry Lowry, a leader of the 
ecumenical Concerned Clergy of 
Robeson County and pastor of 
Sandy Plains United Methodist 
Church, there were 34 professions 
of faith in 1987. "We're never going 
to tum the church around until our 
thrust includes effective evangel
ism. We've got to reach the grass 
roots of the soul," he said. Com
mitment to the church can also be 
seen in how its members tithe. On 
one Sunday in Sandy Plains, 127 of 
185 members came to worship. 
They put $1,051 in the offering 
plate-a giving rate far higher than 
the church's national average. 

The Lumbee Nation, which pre
dominates in Robeson County, 
also came up with a vision of 
Native American ministry which 
now serves the entire Southeastern 
Jurisdiction . The Southeastern 
Jurisdiction Association for Native 
American Ministries (SEJANAM), 
headed by the Rev. Simeon Cum
mings, has among its goals to 
create more awareness of Native 
Americans in the jurisdiction, and 
to develop new ministries, leader
ship training, and advocacy on 
issues of justice, equal opportunity 
and self-determination. SEJAN
AM is funded in large part by the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

While the Creek, Cherokee, 
Lumbee and other Indian nations, 
which have joined SEJANAM, 
have their unique theological, so
cial and cultural perspectives,they 
had to learn to "act as one people" 
Cummings told a 1986 gathering of 
Indian representatives from 11 an
nual conferences. 

Ben Bushyhead, executive direc
tor of the National United Method
ist Native American Center in 
Oklahoma City told the same 1986 
assembly, says "We love to pray 
and need to pray for God's guid
ance, strength and courage. But 
prayers can be a cor~cmt. What 
God needs is action.' In Robeson 
County, church leaders have been 
providing that action. 
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Methodist churches in the U.S. and Brazil 
help victims of recent mudslides and 
flooding pick up the pieces 
of their lives 

Text: Brenda Webber 
Photographs: Richard Lord 





UMCOR acted 
immediately by 
sending $50,000 
for disaster relief 
for Rio de Janeiro. 

The people of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, are still picking up the 
pieces of their lives after the floods 
that ravaged their state, the City of 
Rio and its surrounding communi
ties last February, sweeping away 
their homes in mud-slides. Over 
300 people died and more than 
20,000 others were directedly af
fected . Damage estimates were as 
high as $200 million. 

The Rev. James "Ed" Tims and 
his wife Nancy, United Methodist 
missionaries at Rocinha Methodist 
Church in Brazil, report that aid 
through the General Board of Glob
al Ministries' United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
enabled Methodist churches there 
to provide assistance to the flo~d 
victims, helping them to rebuild 

20 (420) 

Scenes of destruction and 
recovery: After flooding 
damaged or destroyed 
homes, schools and 
warehouses, community 
members and aid workers 
began the tedious job of 
digging out and rebuilding. 
On previous page, the work 
of recovery goes on as 
supplies are carried in . At 
left, UM missionary Ed 
Tims discusses recovery 
work with construction 
foreman at Methodist 
church in the Rocinha, a 
slum of Rio de Janeiro . The 
congregation lost its 
retaining wall in the flood.' 
which is being replaced with 
a basement that will house ' 
religious bookstore. 

their he 
the Mt 
requesl 
theem1 
Board, 
with ~ 
cine, n 
kets, ai 

total of 
Howe, 
should 
of nei 
COntin1 
Me tho 

lnte1 
CUrred 
Duque 
slum 
swone 
roads 
SUfferi 



their homes and their lives. When 
the Methodist Church in Brazil 
requested assistance, UMCOR, as 
the emergency relief division of the 
Board, responded immediately 
with $50,000 for emergency medi
cine, medical care, food and blan
kets, and later with $25,000, for a 
total of $75,000 in direct assistance. 
However, the church community 
should be aware of the immensity 
of need and the necessity for 
continuing financial support to the 
Methodist churches in Brazil. 

Intensive rains and flooding oc
curred in Teresopolis, Petropolis, 
Duque de Caxias and the Rocinha 
slum area of Rio. Rivers were 
swollen by the torrential rains and 
roads were impassable. Petropolis 
suffered the most damage. The 

lowlands of Greater Rio were also 
flooded . Many of the victims there 
were working class people who 
lost their homes and property. 

The Tims report that gift s 
through UMCOR enabled the two 
local Methodist churches to pro
vide meals for 250 people housed 
in a nearby school, and to offer 
temporary shelter to 150 families 
near Petropolis. 

The retaining wall of the Rocinha 
Community Center collapsed in 
the flooding and a playground area 
for the day care center was des-
troyed. Two people in Rocinha 

UMCOR regularly channels finan
cial support, reports that the 
homes of over 3,000 people in the 
favelas, Brazilian slums, were sim
ply washed away. The agency 
reported that Methodist and 
Roman Catholic Churches devel
oped an emergency plan of assist
ance to the flood victims. 

According to the Tims, the most 
repeated words were: "Gracias a 
Deus [Thank God] , our lives were 
spared!" o 

were killed, and the homes of 115 Richard Lord is a New York City-based 
people were destroyed. photojournalist who contributes frequently 

Church World Service, the relief to New World Outlook. Brenda Webber 
agency of the National Council of is director of Interpretive Services , General 
Churches , through whom Board of Global Ministries . 
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Fun, sun and a glimpse of the Third World 
highlight United Methodist Men's first 
national seafaring event 

by M. Garlinda Burton 

ping, sightseeing in Jamaica and 
Mexico. 

Cruise members, from all SO U.S. 
or a week in February the states and Canada, successfully 
SS Galileo was nearly mixed vacation-type activities
filled to capacity with 960 shopping, sunning, snorkeling, 
United Methodists- eating tasty meals and meeting 
mostly retired couples- new friends-with the more seri
on the first-ever national ous pursuits of mission, spiritual 
"Catch the Spirit at Sea," growth and daily worship. The 

a smaller-scale, nautical version of seven-day program was loosely 
the men's quadrennial congress designed, and participants had 
usually held at Purdue University. ample shore leave and plenty of 
James Snead, head of the Division time for shipboard recreation. 
of United Methodist Men, General After a rather lazy first day at 
Board of Discipleship, said the sea, the ship docked at Ocho Rios, 
event combined Bible study, Jamaica, and the cruisers were met 
workshops and worship with by local Methodists and Jamaican 
shii:rand-shore recreation, shop- port officials. Buses carried the 
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North American visitors to local 
churches in the area for worship. 

he larger contingent ac
companied cruise key
note speaker Bishop 
Leontine T.C. Kelly, to 
Oracabessa Methodist 
Church, where she was 
guest preacher. Bishop 

Kelly, who has since retired as 
bishop of the San Francisco Area, 
related her personal affinity for 
Jamaica, explaining that' her aunt, 
the late Mamie Turpeau Demana, 
was an officer for Marcus Garvey, 
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Leisure time activities were popular 
aboard ship; above, Methodist leaders in 
Jamaica were honored when the UM 
travelers went ashore at Ocha Rios, 
Jamaica. 

the controversial African national
ist leader of the 1920s. "This piece 
of history for me is indicative of the 
way all of us, as children of God, 
are connected," Bishop Kelly told 
the enthusiastic congregation. 
"That struggle for what she 
[Mamie Demana] believed in, and 
worked for, transcended culture. 
As Christians, our common heri
tage and mission should draw us 
together." 

fterwards the 
church held a re
ception for their 
guests, including 
sugar cane and 
homemade ginger 
ale. Olga West, a 

school teacher and leader in the 
Oracabessa Church, told a group of 
visitors, "We need to have more 
exchange. We hope to be able to 
visit the United States soon. Chris
tians need to sit down together 
more and talk." To Bishop Kelly 
she said, "You're a bishop. That's 
wonderful. We are very proud of 
you." 

/J 

Back at the ship, about 26 Jamai
can clergy and lay leaders joined 
the North American visitors for 
lunch. The Rev. Ezra Earl Jones, 
general secretary of the Board of 
Discipleship, Mr. Snead and other 
U.S. men's leaders presented cer
tificates of thanks to the Jamaican 
church leaders and pointed out 
that men's groups in the United 
States have had partner relation
ships with Methodist Men's units 
in the Caribbean since 1983. 

e are committed 
to maintaining 
those relation
ships and to join
ing hands with 
men's groups all 
over the world," 
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ther daily wor
ship preachers 
were Dr. Jones 

Mr. Snead said. "United Methodist and the Rev . 
Men want to extend our ministry James Buskirk, 
and mission to brothers around the Tulsa, Oklaho-
world." ma, a popular 

Expanding ministries was the speaker among the men's groups. 
subject of several on-ship semin- And how did the ship's person
ars, including one in which partici- nel react to a church crowd? 
pants swapped stories of how their Gerassimos Andriatos, the ship's 
Christian experiences had been captain, said, "We've never had a 
enhanced through short-term more considerate, nicer crowd. 
mission projects in other countries. And they are fun!" he added, 
Fay Smith, a staff member of the perhaps referring to the good 
Board of Global Ministries on loan sports who played "Novelquest," 
to Discipleship's men's division, a scavenger hunt which asks par
encouraged the gathering of large- ticipants to swap clothing, produce 
ly re tired persons to consider safety pins and false teeth. While 
short-term mission projects for not everyone played, many did 
individuals or church groups. with few inhibitions. Said James 
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Snitger, a 7G-ish retired bicycle 
manufacturer from Beaver, Pa., "If 
you can't have fun with brothers 
and sisters, you're missing the 
point. God wants us to get some 
fun out of life." 

aria, a cocktail 
waitress from 
Colombia on her 
first cruise, said 
sales on bar 
drinks were 
down, but soft 

drinks and juice orders kept her 
hopping. "Everyone was kind to 
us. Some of the people who've 
been here longer had told us how 
rude people can be, but this group 
has been beautiful." 

The usual bar and casino busi
ness was down because the partici
pants agreed early on to honor 
long-standing United Methodist 
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social principles against gambling 
and alcohol. o 

M. Garlinda Burton, a New World 
Outlook contributing editor, is director of 
the Nashville bureau of United Methodist 
News Service. 

Opposite page, Jamaican musicians 
greeted cruise members as they went 
ashore at Ocho Rios; top and above, 
group worship and individual reflection 
were prominent activities both on ship 
and ashore. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK OCTOBER 1988 (425) 25 



Tokyo Calling 
An English-language telephone help-line 
makes life a little easier in the Japanese 

capital city 

Not manf brides include a year's 
worth o canned food in their 
trousseaus. But in 1949, when Ruth 
Parrott joined her fiance George, a 
Methodist missionary in Hirosaki, 
northern Japan, Spam was as nec
essary as her wedding dress. 

" It was rural Japan, just after the 
1 war, and people were very poor. 

We didn't want to take any food off 
the market, all of which the Japa
nese needed," Ruth recalls, adding 
"it's such a contrast to Japan 
today." 

Perhaps that contrast is why 
Ruth finds herself in a very differ
ent ministry in 1988. Back then, she 
taught English and Bible classes to 
young women and students. Now 
she responds to a whole world of 
need in Tokyo's international com
munity as a worker and supervisor 
for the Tokyo English Life Line, a 
telephone crisis counseling service 
affiliated with Life Line Interna
tional (known as Contact in the 
United States). 

The church had always been 
important to Ruth while growing 
up in Alexandria, Minnesota, but 
she credits the Wesley Foundation 
at the University of Minnesota as 
the real genesis of her missionary 
career. She remembers the Rev. 
Virgil Craft, the Wesley leader, as 
"provocative, action-oriented and 
a devoted Christian." He stirred 
the feeling within her that "there 
were things to do and places to 
go." 

When George Parrott, who had 
been a member of the same student 
group, wrote from Hirosaki a few 
months after his arrival asking 
Ruth to marry him and join him in 
Japan, she said yes immediately, 

By Kathryn Tietz Treece 

had opened at once." 
Twenty-five years later, another 

door opened for Ruth. The Parrotts 
had been transferred to Tokyo in 
1957. With their three children, 
Woody, Sue and Tom, they lived 
close to the Methodist-related 
Aoyama Gakuin University where 
George was a professor of English. 
Ruth was involved with Tokyo 
Union Church and YWCA English 
classes. 

Ruth clearly recalls a conversa
tion she had in 1972 with a Japa
nese friend who had recently com
pleted a unique training course 
called "Inochi no Denwa," or "Tel
ephone of Life." The more Ruth 

and felt as though "all the doors A crowded street in downtown Tokyo . 
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heard about it, the more excited 
she became with the idea of tele
phone counseling. 

"I've always liked people, but 
not in large groups, which is why 
classroom teaching is difficult for 
me," Ruth explains. "Small groups 
and one-on-one are more my 
style." Facing reality, however, 
Ruth knew that the volunteers 
needed near-native fluency in Jap
anese to handle the nuances of 
such sensitive work. She acknow
ledged her limitations with a sigh, 
and thought "if only an English 
line would open." 

The very next year, one did. At 
the initiative of several mission
aries who wondered if the foreign 
community might not also benefit 
from an anonymous, free tele
phone counseling service, Tokyo 
English Life Line (TELL) was born. 

When the workers nervously 
waited their first call in April 1973, 
it was anybody's guess whether 
the service would last beyond the 
trial period. In that year, however, 
1,500 calls were received. In 1987, 
there were over 4,000 from more 
than 60 different nationalities. The 
voices belonged to troubled fami
lies, depressed wives, anxious 
teenagers, the lost and lonely, the 
worried and suicidal. TELL gives 
them a sympathetic ear and a 
calming presence. These are valu
able gifts to anyone alone and 
vulnerable in a metropolis the size 
of Tokyo or Yokohama, whose 
populations number in the mil
lions. 

Among these millions of Japa
nese live several hundred thou
sand non-Japanese. The majority 
are businessmen and their fami
lies, English teachers, exchange 
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students and entertainers. Many 
cannot speak or read the difficult 
Japanese language. As a result, 
almost a fourth of the calls to TELL 
are for general information, re
questing English-speaking doc
tors, large-size clothing stores or 
pharmacies stocked with familiar 
items. 

This is the stuff of normal every
day living, yet, as Ruth points out. 
"These are pre-crisis calls, which 
we take very seriously. If left 
unanswered, what starts as a small 
question can easily become a major 
problem." 

To prepare for more serious 
calls, telephone volunteers under
go extensive training to listen care
fully to callers' concerns without 
judgment or quick recommenda
tions . "We accept people where 
they are, not where we think they 
should be," Ruth stresses. "We 
listen, we encourage them to vent 
feelings, to unload, and then we 
gently lead them to find ways to 
help themselves. We can't solve 
their problems for them or take 
them away. Sometimes we help 
callers sort through a jumble of 
concerns and isolate just one to 
work on. But always, we are there 
for encouragement and support." 
Because a telephone call can only 
go so far, many clients are referred 
to professional counselors and var
ious service agencies. 

While TELL' s techniques are 
similar to other crisis lines around 
the world, it has its own unique 
kind of calls. Marital problems, for 
example, particularly those stem
ming from intercultural marriages, 
rank highest on the list. It is often 
very difficult for a non-Japanese 
spouse to adjust to the Japanese 

'We listen, we en
courage people to 
vent their feel ings, 

to unload, and then 
we gently lead them 

to find ways to 
help themselves.' 

way of doing things. Foreign wives 
are especially vulnerable. They 
must adapt to their husband's long 
business days, to Japanese in
laws' strict homes and to cramped 
Tokyo apartments. "Being alone 
much of the time, such a woman 
may start calling us about her 
depression, alcoholism or suicidal 
thoughts," Ruth says. 

There has also been a dramatic 
increase in the number of mistreat
ed Southeast Asian women. "Per
haps the domestic violence has 
always been there, but now they're 
able to talk about it," Ruth notes . 
"We can refer them to two very 
good shelters, but not many are 

Ruth Parrott, long-time director of the Tokyo 
English Life Line, came to Japan after the war 
with her husband, a United Methodist 
missionary. 

ready to leave their spouses. They 
know we're here to listen." These 
women are often dependent on 
their mates not only for money but 
also for child custody, visas and for 
simple communication needs. If 
they ever want to see their children 
again, divorce is probably not an 
option. 

TELL also listens to many per
sons experiencing culture shock. 
Noise pollution, jam-packed trains 
and different ways of relating all 
exact a to ll on newcomers to 
Tokyo. Surprisingly, in this cate
gory are many Japanese who have 
lived abroad for a time. On their 
return to Japan, they suffer from 
"reverse culture shock," alienated 
from their own society and more 
comfortable expressing their anx
ieties in English to a TELL listener. 

AIDS calls have jumped 30-40 
percent in the past year. No longer 
are callers worried that they may 
have the disease; many know they 
do have it and, with little informa
tion available, are concerned about 
the reaction of Japanese doctors, 
employers and friends . There are 
no foreign AIDS patients in Tokyo 
hospitals yet, but Ruth reckons it' s 
only a matter of time: "We're in 
contact with several doctors and 
when hospitalization becomes nec
essary, we hope to have teams 
ready to offer support to the pa
tients. " TELL already has Crisis 
Care Teams organized for special 
emergencies. 

Since 1974, Ms Parrott has been 
involved at almost every level of 
TELL, from beginning worker to 
assistant director and director of 
volunteers. Every year new people 
join TELL's international pool of 
workers . Ruth finds them a stimu-
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The stress of crowded urban life in Tokyo sometimes prompts people to call the telephone help line to discuss their problems . 

lating group: "They come from so who sometimes get very emotion-
many different cultures, countries ally involved with the callers, but 
and faiths, whether Chinese, it's not a flippant or uncaring thing 
Spanish, French or Australian . To- to do. It' s giving the problem to the 
gether, we're involved in a healing only Person who can take care of 
ministry of caring." it." 

At the same time, there is a When asked if her concept of 
stability to TELL that comes from mission has changed through her 
its Christian grounding. "I've al- career, she says, " It' s become 
ways felt comfortable at TELL larger and larger. Yet my mission 
because it's sponsored by Tokyo's finally narrows down to that one 
English-speaking churches, person on the other end of the line. 
through the Tokyo Ecumenical So mission is broad and narrowly 
Council," explain s Ruth . "We focused at the same time. " 
don't evangelize or preach over the When she and George were on 
phone, but I like to know that home leave in 1987, Ruth was 
TELL' s bottom line is its Christian delighted with the churches' re-
beliefs." sponse to her work. "There was no 

Ruth's faith has helped her over doubt in people's minds that I'm 
the years to sustain the energy for involved in a healing ministry. 
this demanding ministry. "At first, What TELL does is a new frontier, 
it was very difficult for me not to filling a need made urgent by the 
carry the heartaches home; they nature of modern society, espe-
wore me down. I realized I wasn't d ally in a country like Japan where 
going to be able to continue with material needs are met so abun-
what had originally been so mean- dantly." 
ingful to me." Now, when she Last spring Ruth Parrott stepped 
starts worrying about a particularly down as director of volunteers so 
hard call, she asks herself if it is that younger people could assume 
helping the other person. If the greater administrative and staff 
answer is no, "I hand it over to responsibility. It's time, she says, 
God," Ruth explains. "It's difficult "for new energy and new ideas." 
to communicate this to volunteers, Until her retirement in 1991, she 

28 [428) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK OCTOBER 1988 

plans to teach her long-standing 
classes at the YWCA, where she 
concedes there is "more sharing 
than studying." And her home will 
always have beautiful ikebana flow
er arrangements on which she says 
she can easily spend two hours 
without feeling in the least guilty. 

But Ruth has no intention of 
keeping her common sense, com
passionate ear and wonderfully 
warm telephone voice to herself. 
She knows these are for sharing at 
TELL and looks forward to con
necting with many more callers 
and workers alike. 

She has taken to heart a quota
tion by Dr. John R. Claypoo1 that 
sums up what she has learned over 
the years: "The gift of listening is 
the act of loving. It is a potent gift 
that one human being can give to 
another; it's not easy to achieve, 
but when it happens, it is everlast
ingly worth it. lt is participation in 
the very life of God." o 

Kathryn Tietz Treece is a freelance writer 
and counselor in Birmingham, Michigan. 
She returned to the United Sttl tes in 1987 
after spending 10 years in Japan. She 
worked for the Tokyo English Life Line for 
five of those years . 
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Asian-American Health: 
It's All in Your Head 

By Charles E. Cole 

Asian-American women, as a 
group, enjoy the longest lifespans 
in the United States today. They 
even outlive white women. 

Asian-Americans do not suffer 
from such physical problems as 
hypertension, which affects 
blacks more, diabetes and cardio
vascular conditions that affect His
panics more, and the alcoholism 
that affects Native Americans more 
acutely. 

Asian-Americans are also re
nowned for their intelligence, so
cial stability, and sense of harmo
ny . . 

Given this astounding profile, 
what could possibly be a major 
health problem for Asian-Ameri
cans? 

Answer: mental health. 
Consider the following. 
• In the San Gabriel Valley of 

California, 19-year-old Ki Kang, a 
three-year star of the women's 
track squad of her high school, shot 
and killed herself after struggling 
with how to reconcile the conflict
ing demands of her Korean heri
tage and the new world in which 
she found herself. 

• Clinical studies have found 
that Southeast Asian refugees in 
the United States suffer from de
pression. 

• In New York, 11-year-old 
Tai-Hong Lee was referred to pro
fessional counselors after he threw 
tantrums, kicked in doors, and 
insulted students and teachers 
with foul language. 

These are only a few of the 
indicators that suggest that Asian
Americans have an unusual kind of 
health condition, one that is often 
ignored because mental health has 
not received the same attention in 
recent years as cancer, AIDS, and 
heart disease. 

The very name by which we refer 

to Americans of Asian descent 
symbolizes the problem. A person 
from Asia can be a Pacific Isfander, 
Korean, Chinese, Japanese, Filipi
no, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Lao
tian, Indian, Pakistani, or one of 
the many ethnic groups belonging 
to these national entities that has 
an identity and culture all its own 
(Taiwanese, for example, or Sri 
Lankans). 

Moreover, many Asians who 
come to the United States have 
come after years of intense 
pressure, suffering, and even vio
lence. 

Once in this country, the prob
lems confronting Asians seem 
overwhelming. Most A ian lan
guages have no linguistic common
ality with English. In the past there 
were few large Asian communities 
so that recent immigrants had to 
survive without large supporting 
networks. Today that situation is 
changing. And in many cases the 
immigrant had to learn a new way 
to make a living. 

Dr. Ton-That Niem, chief of 
medical services at Metropolitan 
State Hospital in Norwalk, Cali£or
nia, the 1argest public mental 
health hospital in the state, illus
trates the problem. Dr. Niem was 
the head of the Department of 
Health in South Vietnam in 1975. 
When Saigon fell, he was forced to 
flee. "In one day I lost my social 
status, my profession, my culture
everything," he said. 

As if this weren't enough, 
Asians have been the victims of 
their own success. As a result, 
mapy Americans expect every 
Asian to meet this high standard. 
Not all do. 

"All Chinese kids don't win the 
Westinghouse talent search," said 
Susan Chan, a mental health pro
fessional in New York. "When you 
have parents working 11 or 12 

hours a day, they can't give the 
kids the attention they need. When 
you have a dozen people living in a 
three-room apartment, you get 
tension and frustration that often 
degenerates into anxiety and de
pression." 

These were some of the factors 
affecting Ki Kang, the young run
ner who committed suicide. Born 
in Korea, Kang moved to Hawaii 
and then to Cali£omia as a child. 
Her parents expected her to retain 
the traditions of Korea. The par
ents did not learn English and 
confined their business and social 
relationships to Koreans. 

Ki Kang wanted to date boys and 
be like other American teenagers. 
Her father said dating should wait 
until after she had graduated from 
college. Ki Kang, however, joined 
the school choir and the girl's track 
team. She also began to resent her 
parents, saying she wondered why 
they never expressed affection 
openly like Americans. 

Ki Kang told her friends that she 
did not feel a part of either culture. 
This conflict seems typical of 
Asians in this country. Those who 
remain entirely traditional experi
ence few mental and social prob
lems. Those who completely iden
tify with American culture also 
seem to escape these problems. But 
those in between are caught in a 
vise. 

These problems have led some 
young Asian-Americans to run 
away from home or tum to drug 
abuse, even prostitution. Others, 
including older adults, may experi
ence prolonged depression and a 
higher than usual mortality rate. 

Private and state mental health 
professionals are trying to resolve 
some of these problems. The Met
ropolitan State Hospital where Dr. 
Niem works, opened a special 
ward for those from Asia and the 
Pacific. A Filipino Methodist, Dr. 
Benoni Silva-Netto, founded the 
Asian American Counseling Cen
ter in Chicago, In New York, the 
Chinatown Family Consultation 
Center offers bilingual counseling 
programs for Asian-Americans 
like Tai-Hong Lee, the 11-year-old 
with behavioral problems. 

Mental health has not been high 
on our agenda in The United 
Methodist Church. Perhaps we 
need to rethink the agenda. o 
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media 
watch. 

AIDS: A Healing Ministry 

The AIDS virus is a cruel but sure 
executioner. Almost half of the 
73,000 Americans diagnosed as 
having AIDS are already dead. 
Others cling to life live in dread 
anticipation of the terrifying agony 
that finally snuffs out life. 

Frightened, sapped of physical 
strength, often afone, AIDS pa
tients are clearly in need of human 
and spiritual concern. Still, many 
Christians won't lift a finger to 
minister to these persons with 
AIDS as they would for victims of 
other human tragedies. Why are 
we rejecting these people? · 

According to a revealing, new 
United Methodist Church video
tape, "AIDS: A Healing Ministry," 
fear of the unknown and the 
perception of AIDS as being a 
homosexual curse have made most 
of us either hostile or indifferent to 
AIDS patients. 

To stimulate a turning away 
from this unbiblical hard-hearted
ness, the general boards of Global 
Ministries, Discipleship, and 
Church and Society convened a 
National Consultation on AIDS in 
the San Francisco Bay Area last 
November. The three-day confer
ence was attended by 400 Chris
tians from congregations around 
the U.S. as well as by experts from 
the AIDS-aware Bay Area. Scenes 
from the event comprise much of 
the documentary which is as much 
an AIDS primer as a news report. 

"Love must be inte~J:>reted as 
acceptance of people,' stresses 
Bishop Leontine Kelly of the Cali
fornia-Nevada Conference at one 
juncture in the documentary. Bish
op Kelly, who has retired since the 
video was made, says she often 
receives letters from church mem
bers who cite biblical justification 
for ostracizing homosexuals. Ironi
cally, she says, only a few years 
ago, Christians could quote similar 
justification for shunning blacks. 
She disagrees with both interpre
tations. 

"God through Jesus Christ 

models ... what it means to min
ister to one another, to care for one 
another, to accept one another. In 
Paul's words, there is absolutely 
nothing that separates us from the 
love of God," the bishop says. 

Executives at both the Health 
and Welfare Ministries Program 
Department of the General Board 
of Global Ministries (which com
missioned the video) and at Ecu
Film, an ecumenical film distribu
tion house, believe that this is the 
first denominational videotape 
ever made about ministering to 
AIDS patients and their families . 
Jeneane Jones, A-V director of the 
GBGM' s Mission Education and 
Cultivation Program Department, 
was executive producer of the 
half-hour documentary. Denise 
Hamilton of J.D. Hamilton Incor
porated, a New York-based pro
duction company, was producer/ 
writer. The narrated production, 
along with a study guide, is now 
available from EcuFilm. 

According to the documentary, 
the Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus is cutting a far wider swath 
than through just the ranks of gay 
men and drug users. For instance, 
some 20,000 children are expected 
to have AIDS by 1991. 

Yet the deadliness of AIDS and 
its association with gays and intra
venous drug users has confused 
Americans about how persons can 
be infected. 

The documentary is full of prim
er-type information. It has good 
visual effects, such as an unset
tling, full-color, backdrop photo of 
an AIDS cell. Its punch, however, 
comes from statements made by 
two gay men who are also United 
Methodists. 

In between short pauses when 
he drops his head for rest, Lyle 
Loder, a young panelist from Los 
Angeles, addresses an audience 
about being ministered to despite 
having an illness that is unaccept
able to most Christians. 

He rejoices in his loving friends 
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who have, on occasion, inadver
tently dispatched as many as four 
different pastors on a Sunday to 
serve hiill Eucharist during his 
hospital stay. Lyle Loder died 
shortly after the conference. 

Another person with AIDS 
speaks from the audience about the 
unexpected fellowship he found 
when he returned to his old East 
Coast fraternity house. Although 
he had expected to be rejected after 
professing to being gay and having 
AIDS, he found instead that his 
fraternity brothers were receptive 
and understanding. 

"Would I find that (same) com
munity, that fellowship, that love 
were I someone from your congre
gation?" he asks the participants. 

The overwhelming message of 
"AIDS: A Healing Ministry" is to 
invite congregations to institute 
such specialized, new ministries of 
emotional and sp! itual comfort to 
those who are living with an 
incurable disease. There are many 
practical suggestions about how. 

The church's position on hom
sexuality is noticeably absent. This 
year, as it has for the last 16 years, 
the General Conference held that 
the practice of homosexuality is 
"incompatible with Christian 
teaching ." The documentary, 
however, presents homosexuals 
with sympathy and understand
ing. I appreciate the compassion it 
depicted, but found myself expect
ing to hear a counterbalance that 
never came. Probably because the 
church's position on this contro
versial issue is so well known that it 
does not need restating in this 
particular project. 

Nevertheless, this video leaves 
one with the thought that churches 
should be quick to love, slow to 
judge, and eager to educate others 
about how AIDS is contracted. o 

TONY CHAPELLE 

"AIDS: A Healing Ministry" is 
now available in 1/2-inch VHS for 
$25 purchase and $12.50 rental plus 
shipping and handling charges. It 
can be ordered through EcuFilm, 
810 Twelfth Avenue, South, Nash
ville, TN 37203, (800) 251-4091. 
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Mission Opportunities 
Recruitment/Service 

Applying Faith and Skills in Mission 

Scripture sets guiding principles 
for our lives. In the Epistle of 
James, we are reminded that faith 
without works is dead. Therefore 
the service we render must be a 
clear reflection of our Christian 
faith . 

There is no dearth of ways to 
render service. Opportunities for 
service are constantly changing, 
and new opportunities become 
available as quickly as existing ones 
are filled. 

Through outreach programs of 
the National and World program 
divisions of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, missionaries 
travel abroad to work in one of 60 
different countries, or they remain 
in the United States, witnessing to 
God's redeeming love by serving 
the needs of urban and rural 
communities. Missionaries some
times serve right in their own home 
towns. 

Here are eight classifications of 
job skills as developed by James 
Brentlinger, executive secretary of 
the Board's Mission Personnel Re
sources Program Department. 
These classificatons are used to 
match missionary candidates with 
mission needs. Take a look at them 
and determine what classification 
best suits the skills you have to 
offer in mission service. If you have 
the skills, the Christian commit
ment, church involvement and 
fulfill other necessary require
ments, you may be a candidate for 
mission service in any one of these 
areas: 

Administration 

Persons with a business 
background are needed to assist in 
the operation of many agencies 
and programs. Candidates should 
have the necessary educational 
background or experience in 
operating a business. Persons with 
specialized skills, such as hospital 

administration and bookkeeping, 
are also needed. Opportunities for 
persons with administrative skills 
exist in Africa, Asia and the U.S. 

Agriculture 

Persons with skills in 
agriculture can make a real contri
bution to the struggle to overcome 
hunger. Engineers can help devel
op irrigation plans. Animal breed
ers can improve herds. Agricul
turalists can teach at the vocational 
and university levels. Persons with 
a minimum of a bachelor's degree 
are preferred, but this can be 
waived in lieu of substantial experi
ence. 

Education 

Teachers and school ad
ministrators are needed at home 
and abroad. Candidates must, 
however, hold a current teaching 
certificate. Outside the U.S. posi
tions are available at the secondary 
and college levels, and at all grade 
levels in the U.S. The need for 
certification varies from country to 
country. Teachers of English and 
English as a Second Language are 
needed in Asia. 

Church Workers 

Clergy are needed for 
positions throughout the world. 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
have requested pastors. In some 
positions a married couple is spe
cifically requested. There is an 
on-going need for pastors in Alas
ka and Red Bird Missionary confer
ences in the U.S. Interested clergy 
should make inquiry in the fall for 
placement to coincide with annual 
conference changes. Christian 
education workers and directors of 

Christian education are also im
portant positions. 

Medical 

Physicians, surgeons , 
nurses and medical technologists 
are needed in medical programs in 
Africa and Asia. Candidates will be 
expected to do some teaching as a 
part of the assignment. Nurses are 
encouraged to have a bachelor's 
degree as a minimum. There is an 
occasional need, stateside, for per
sons with medical skills. 

Social Services 

Church and community 
workers, directors of community 
centers, houseparents and other 
related skills are needed in pro
grams throughout the United 
States. Candidates should have an 
undergraduate degree in the ap
propriate field or significant experi
ence. In some positions a master's 
degree in social work may be 
required. 

Technical 

Mechanics, pilots, radio 
and equipment repair technicians, 
construction workers and those 
with related skills are needed in 
Africa and Asia. Candidates will be 
expected to teach as a part of their 
assignment. 

Theological Education 

Positions in semin
aries and Bible schools are available 
outside the U.S. for candidates 
with pastoral experience or those 
with graduate degrees. Certain 
degree levels or areas of specializa
tion may be required, depending 
on the assignment. 
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CALENDAR 

OCTOBER 
Appalachian Development Committee Executive 
Meeting; A dialogue with the Cooperative Ministry in 
Washington County; Marietta, Ohio; Oct. 10-1 1. 

General Board of Global Ministries Annual 
Meeting; New York; Oct. 14-21 . 

General Council on Ministries Organizational 
Meeting; Oct. 31-Nov. 4. 

The Troy Conference celebrates "The Mission 
Spirit-Going Forth with Joy"; Dr. Randolph Nugent 
and Bishop Dale White to attend ; workshops, 
competition among the districts for attendance 
points; Ackley Hall, Green Mount College; Poultney, 
VT; Oct. 22. 

Meeting on Nuclear Power; World Council of 
Churches, Church and Society; Kinshasa, Zaire; 
Oct. 24-28. 

Regional School Officer's Training; Women's 
Division, General Board of Global Ministries; Alma 
Mathews House; New York, NY; Oct. 28-30. 

Latin American Council of Churches Assembly; 
Brazil ; Oct. 28-Nov. 2. 

United Evangelical Church of Ecuador, General 
Assembly; Annual meeting of United Evangelical 
Churches; Church headquarters building; Quito, 
Ecuador: Oct. 31-Nov. 2. 

NOVEMBER 
Commission on Religion in Appalachia annual 
business meeting; Lutheridge Retreat Facility; 
Hendersonville, NC; Nov. 1-3. 

Introduction to Mission Vocation Event; Loca
tion to be announced; Nov. 5-11. 

Southeastern Jurisdiction/Convocation on Rac
ism and Joint Training Event; basic training and 
information for annual conference leaders; spon
sored by the General Council on Ministries; Lake 
Junaluska Assembly; Lake Junaluska, NC; Nov. 
8-10. 

Northeastern Jurisdiction/Convocation on Rac
ism and Joint Training Event; Willow Valley Family 
Resort; Lancaster, PA; Nov. 19-21 . 

Appalachian Assembly VI; quadrennial assembly 
to focus on Appalachian issues, provide arena for 
sharing among projects, and set goals for the next 
quadrennium; Jackson Mills 4-H Center; Weston, 
West Virginia; Nov. 29-Dec. 1. 

South Central Jurisdiction/Convocation on Rac
ism and Joint Training Event; Ramada Hotel at Love 
Field; Dallas, TX; Nov. 29-Dec. 1. 

DECEMBER 
New Officer's Training Event; Women's Division, 
GBGM; New York, NY; Dec. 1-4. 

Global Communications and Justice; St. Lucia 
Island, Caribbean; Dec. 3-6. 

North Central Jurisdiction/Convocation on Rac
ism and Joint Training Event; Red Carpet Inn; 
Milwaukee, WI; Dec. 6-8. 

JANUARY 1989 
Mini-Mission Vocation Event, General Board of 
Global Ministries; New York, NY; Jan. 6-8. 

Western Jurisdiction/Convocation on Racism and 
Joint Training Event; San Franciscan Hotel; San 
Francisco, CA; Jan. 9-1 1. 

The Methodist Church in Jamaica District; 
Bicentennial Celebration of Methodism; Jamaica; 
Jan. 22. 

General Assembly for the Methodist Church in 
Costa Rica. In addition to electing a new bishop, 
the assembly will hold a special commemorative 
service for the 200th anniversary of Wesley's 
conversion; San Jose, Costa Rica; Jan. 24-29. 

FEBRUARY 
Mini-Mission Vocational Event, General Board of 
Global Ministries; New York, NY; Feb. 3-5. 

Joint Panel on International Affairs; a joint 
committee made up of representatives from the 
General Board of Church and Society and The 
General Board of Global Ministries meets to discuss 
current international affairs; United Methodist Of
fice, United Nations Building; New York, NY; Feb. 
6-7. 

Seminar Committee of National and lnterna· 
tional Affairs ; a joint committee made up of 
representatives from the Women's Division and the 
General Board of Church and Society meets to 
discuss national and international policy; Washing· 
ton, D.C.; Feb. 13-1 5. 

MARCH 
Mini-Mission Vocation Event; New York, NY; 
March 3-5. 

APRIL 
General Board of Global Ministries, Spring 
Meeting; New York; April 14-21 . 

MAY 
Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the 
Americas (MCCA) Annual Conference; Belize; 
May 16-25. 

World Conference on Mission and Evangelism; 
World Council of Churches; San Antonio, Texas; 
May 22-June 1. 

AUGUST 
Dlakonla of the Americas (DOT A) Conference; 
Kingston, Jamaica; Aug. 9·14. 

To have your mission event or meeting listed in the 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK Calendar, send details 
to: Calendar Editor, NEW WORLD OUTLOOK, 
Room 1349, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, New 
York 10115. Material must be received four months 
prior to the date(s) of the event(s). 
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While the classification listing 
here is general, the mission per· 
sonnel staff can match your skills to 
a specific mission position that 
needs to be filled . For instance, iJ 
you are in banking, compute1 
operations or work as an executive 
secretary, you have administrative 
skills to share. A bookkeeper and 
financial coordinator is needed in 
Tampa, Florida, and an accountant 
in Nashville, Tennessee. 

If you are a professional educa
tor, mission opportunities are 
available in Jaf.an, Korea, Taiwan, 
Poland, Nepa , Chile, Liberia, Ni
geria and in Florida and Tennes
see. The positions range from 
teachers of English, science, math 
and vocational education, to re
source coordinators of non-formal 
education for adults . 

As a fulltime missionary, you 
will need to commit yourself to a 
minimum of three years service. 
Language training is also available 
if necessary. 

If you are unable to meet the 
three-year minimum requirement, 
the Board's Short-Term Volun
teers in Mission Program is an 
alternative to full-time mission 
service. This program has no re
quired length of service; you could 
work for a week, a month, or a year 
in any number of projects run by 
churches or church-related agen
cies or organizations. Short-term 
volunteers receive no remunera
tion. 

Mission personnel staff will an
swer all your questions about mis
sion work and how best you can 
apply your faith and skills in the 
mission field . For more informa
tion, you may write or call: 

Mission Personnel Resources 
Program Department 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1470 
New York, NY 10115. 
Toll free: 1-800-654-5929 

"CONSECRATED CAPl'IVES: 
The Meaning of A&lcan 
Americana In America." 

19-page booklet; $7.95 ppd to: 

Etta M. Ladson 
P.O. Box 109 
Laurelton, NY 11413 
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Books 
Cutting the Mustard: Affirmative 
Action and the Nature of Excel
lence 

by Majorie Heins 
Faber and Faber, 1987 

Cutting the Mustard is Marjorie Heins' 
weaving together of two stories about 
affirmative action, the history of specif
ic crises of racial and gender justice in 
personnel decisions at Boston Univer
sity School ofTheology (BUSTH) over a 
4-5 year period. It deals particularly 
with the Nancy Richardson firing and 
her subsequent law suit against the 
university, and the development of 
affirmative action from the passage of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act and its Title 
VII to the present Supreme Court 
rulings on major affirmative action 
cases. 

Heins' title comes from a response 
given by Dean Richard Nesmith to 
criticism of the rejection of Professor 
Beverly Harrison as a candidate for the 
BUSTH faculty, that in her interview 
with top BUSTH administrators and 
faculty, she had simply "not cut the 
mustard" (p. 97). This raises, for 
Heins, the question of the nature of 
excellence and how, and by whom, 
excellence is defined-and evaluated. 
The book is her working out of "a 
moral as well as a legal battle, and a 
reflection upon its larger meaning." 

The book is Attorney Heins' account 
of the Rev. Dr. Nancy Richardson's 
legal suit against Boston University 
and Dean Richard Nesmith for firing 
her as director of student and commu
nity life of BUSTH in 1981. Heins 
represented Richardson in the case. In 
order to present the Richardson case in 
historical context, She develops that 
story in relation to a series of other 
controversies in BUSTH between 1978 
and 1982 also involving Dean Nesmith: 
the rejection of feminist Professor 
Harrison for the Muelder Professor
ship in Social Ethics, the failure to 
make an offer to black scholar Stephen 
B. Reid for an Old Testament position, 
the firing of Associate Dean Nelle 
Slater, and the hiring of two white 
males, Peter Berger and Simon Parker, 
as University Professor and BUSTH 
Professor of Sociology of Religion and 
as Associate Dean respectively. Boston 
University President John Silber, en
gaged in parallel controversies in the 
wider university, was also a significant 
actor in BUSTH issues. 

In each of the BUSTH controversies 
and all of them cumulatively, a primary 

issue was the presence or absence of 
affirmative action procedures and 
commitment. Heins presents her cli
ent's and other BUSTH faculty mem
bers' strong advocacy for and concern 
about gender and racial justice and 
affirmative action during this period. 
She herself also has a strong profes
sional . interest in the legal issue in
volved in affirmative action. Accord
ingly, she explicates the primary legal 
cases decided by the U.S. Supreme 
Court (Bakke, Weber, Fullilove) , which 
constitute the basis for current affirma
tive action guidelines and practice in 
U.S. institutions of education, busi
ness, industry, and government. 

Title VII made it illegal for private 
employers to discriminate on the basis 
of race, sex, national origin, or religion. 
If statistical imbalances in a school or 
workforce indicated that discrimina
tion or discriminatory assumptions 
about qualifications might be at work 
and courts found an employer guilty of 
discrimination, courts were em
powered to "order such affirmative 
action as might be appropriate" (p. 15). 
In time a race-specific solution-race
conscious goals and timetables-was 
approved to remedy the system's in
tractable discriminatory patterns and 
its past and continuing effects. Though 
this produced results of increased 
minority and female hiring at some job 
levels, Heins asserts that "assump
tions about 'merit' constituted immov
able impediments to job gains for 
minorities and women in the upper 
echelons of economic and academic 
life." This is the type of affirmative 
action issue she addresses, focusing on 
the politics of defining "excellence." 

The heart of the book is Heins' 
account of the termination of Richard-
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son by Dean Nesmith, responses of 
students, faculty, and the wider 
church and academic communities, 
and Richardson's legal suit. Richard
son, a United Church of Christ cler
gywoman well-known in racial justice 
and feminist theological education, 
held an administrative position equiva
lent to dean of students and director of 
financial aid. Along with many other 
faculty over several years, she had 
joined in discussion and advocacy of 
affirmative action hiring as not only a 
legal but also a moral and religious 
imperative at BUSTH, a school with a 
long prophetic social ethics tradition of 

WHAT PRIZE AWAITS US 
Letters from Guatemala 
BERNICE KITA 

" It 's said that one picture is worth ten thou
sand words .. .That is why this book is so 
remarkable: it gives us a picture that is 
more illuminating than any photo ... " 
-From the Foreword by Penny Lernoux 
Cloth $17.95, Paper $8.95 

THE MISSIONARY AND 
THE DIVINER 
MICHAEL C. KIRWEN 

'' ... an excellent introduction to the prob
lems [of inculturation) by plunging the 
reader directly into the struggles of allow
ing a church to emerge which will be both 
genuinely Christian and genuinely Afri
can." -ROBERT SCH REITER, C.PP.S. 
Cloth $19.95, Paper $9.95 

MURDERED IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA 
The Stories of Eleven 
U.S. Missionaries 
DONNA WH ITSON BRETI and 
EDWARD T BRETI 

" I do not think I have been so touched, 
moved , and angered by a book since I 
read The Diary of Anne Frank and The 
Night They Burned the Mountain .. .' ' 
-CLAUDIA M. CARUANA Paper $9.95 

At bookstores or from 

ORBIS BOOKS 

ministry. 
When Nesmith fired Richardson in 

May 1981, he gave two basic reasons 
for his action: pedagogical and ideolog
ical. He cited her failure to protect him 
from student discontent and failure to 
strategize with him on dealing with it. 
He cited Richardson's protests of the 
hiring of Berger and Parker and of the 
failure to hire Harrison and Reid 
(indicating Richardson' s lack of sup
port of the BUSTH position); and her 
role in an anti-racism workshop whose 
recommendations Nesmith saw as "at
tacking our own administrative 
corps," etc. In sum, Nesmith charged 

THE CHURCH AND CULTURES 
New Perspectives in 
Missiological Anthropology 
LOUIS J. LUZBETAK, S.V.D. 

" . . . may well become a landmark study 
in its field ... It is both informative and pro
vocative and makes a distinctive contribu
tion to the literature . . . . " 
-GERALD H. ANDERSON Paper $19.95 

SEEKING THE 
COMMON GROUND 
Protestant Christianity, the 
Three-Self Movement, and 
China's United Front 
PHILIP L. WICKERI 

' 'This is the only book on China that I know 
of which takes seriously the principle of the 
united front ... A sincere attempt and in
vitation not necessarily to agree, but to 
understand." -BISHOP K.H. TING 
Cloth $27.95 

ONE FAITH, MANY CULTURES 
lnculturation, lndigenization, 
and Contextualization 
RUY 0 . COSTA. editor. 

Boston Theological Institute Annual Series, 
Vol. 2. Essential reading for everyom=i con
cerned with the interaction of faith and cul
ture worldwide. 
Cloth , $23.95, Paper $10.95 

THE BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 
FOR MISSION 
DONALD SENIOR. C.P. and 
CARROLL STUHLMUELLER, C.P. 

" They combine high standards of bibl ical 
scholarship with a deep pastoral concern 
for the church's mission." -ELISABETH 
SCHUSSLER FIORENZA Paper $16.95 

Orbis Books is represented to the trade by Abingdon Press. 

Maryknoll , NY 10545 1-800-258-5838 In NYS call collect 914-941-7687 
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that Richardson's positions, based on 
her personal integrity and social ethics 
commitment, threatened the trust be
tween them and complicated their 
capacity to work as an administrative 
team. 

Student protest and faculty interces
sion with Nesmith failed to reverse the 
decision to fire Richardson. Conse
quently she engaged Marjorie Heins to 
represent her and subsequently sued 
BUS TH. 

An interesting aspect of the book is 
the choice of legal grounds for the 
suit-three legal theories unusual in 
employment law. Richardson did not 
claim that she was a victim of race or 
sex discrimination but that she had 
been victimized because of her failure 
to support the BUSTH administration 
in several instances, which she per
ceived to be examples of such discrimi
nation against others, and for her 
steadfast advocacy for affirmative ac
tion in hiring despite being a member 
of the dean's administrative team. 
Richardson's charges against BUS TH 
were based on Title VII and Massachu
setts anti-discrimination law, which 
prohibit discriminating against em
ployees because of other activities in 
opposing unlawful employment prac
tices, and on the Massachusetts Civil 
Rights Act, which prohibits interfer-
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ence with exercise of constitutional 
rights. The defense (Dean Nesmith) 
maintained that Richardson was ter
minated because of poor job perfor
mance. 

Ample excerpts from court tran
scripts of the three-week trial held in 
Boston in December, 1982 provide a 
substantial understanding of the testi
mony of both prosecution and defense, 
as well as the judge's role and instruc
tions to the jury. A chapter of post-trial 
interviews with jurors gives insights 
into their verdict. The jury found that 
Richardson was reasonable to believe 
that Boston University had engaged in 
illegal employment discrimination but 
did not find that the dean had fired her 
for her opposition. Thus Richardson 
lost the case. 

Heins finds Judge Garrity' s com
ment a possible explanation for the 
verdict: "It's not legal. It' s political, and 
it's going to be ultimately decided by 
the folks out there. " This is Heins' 
motivation for writing this book about 
a legal case she lost. She sees affirma
tive action "in peril both institutionally 
and legally." Though the Supreme 
Court has upheld (by only narrow 
margins) some affirmative action 
plans, J:ieins sees the ideal itself often 
bogged down in numbers and, of most 
concern, viewed as a preference for 
"less qualified" women and members 
of minority groups . What must be 
addressed in relation to affirmative 
action programs, says Heins, is " the 
underlying issue of how 'merit' and 
'qualifications' are defined in our so
ciety, and thus how power, money, 
influence, and prestige are divvied 
up." 

Though Heins is not entirely suc
cessful in weaving the two stories 
together, as many aspects of the 
affirmative action cases are not directly 
relevant to the Richardson case, the 
study of affirmative action is a valuable 
contribution in its own right. It is 
Richardson's side which is presented, 
but much of Nesmith' s side is includ
ed. 

All is not well at BUSTH. Cutting the 
Mustard also provides a timely and 
significant historical context for pres
ent BUSTH controversies over the 
university administration' s decision 
not to renew the contract of theology 
and ethics professor Elizabeth Betten
hausen, and rejection of candidates for 
the long-vacant Muelder Professorship 
of Social Ethics. o 

Jane Carey Peck is an Associate Professor of 
Religion and Society at Andover Newton 
Theological School . 

Letters 

Conlpassion for the Poor 

Congratulations on your issue of June, 
1988! It should be very helpful for all 
people who have compassion for the 
poor and disadvantaged people whose 
numbers seem to be increasing rather 
than decreasing as should be the case. 

In the same mail was the June 23 
issue of the Early County News, a local 
weekly. In it was an article of com
mentary by Paul Harvey. Its title was 
" Jesse Jackson' s Problem," and it 
pointed out that Jackson was advocat
ing spending more money on such 
things as education, housing, mass 
transit, farmers, head start, vocational 
training, day care for children, health 
programs, etc. Then he makes the 
following statement: 

"Reaganomics has tended to wean us 
away from government handouts toward 
individual self sufficiency~nd we have 
never enjoyed such widespread prosperity 
as now. " 

I would like to suggest that you send 
a complimentary copy of the June, 1988 
issue of New World Outlook to Paul 
Harvey, to President Reagan, to Vice 
President Bush, and to Governor Du
kakis. There seems to be a feeling 
among some of them that if one 
segment of the population is prosper
ous, then all segments must also be 
prosperous. Both President Reagan 
and Vice President Bush publicized the 
fact that they had a reduction in the 
income taxes they paid in 1987 over 
1986, and assumed that therefore ev
eryone must also have had a reduction. 

Well, my taxes and those of many 
other elderly retirees increased, in many 
cases quite substantially . Perhaps 
these articles would have an impact on 
their thinking. We can only hope so! 

GRAYDON w. YAPLE 

Arlington, Georgia 

Tears for the Homeless 

lost his farm in the Great Dust Bowl. 
Then, after fighting for our country 

during the forties, my husband and his 
three brothers, along with many other 
ex-servicemen who couldn't find jobs, 
returned to stoop labor in the fields. 

Times are repeating themselves. We 
all see that. I have tears in my heart for 
all the homeless and displaced people . 

MARJORIE D REW 

Las Vegas , Nevada 

Mental Dynamite 

Your June issue depicting poverty in 
the United States reveals not too well 
known truths by highly qualified writ
ers such as Arthur Simon of Bread for the 
World . Their documented factual ac
counts, and the pictures are a witness 
that those suffering from hunger and 
homelessness demand our caring. 

Yet while we have enough military 
hardware to kill everyone in the world 
many times over, money goes for guns 
when our people are suffering. And we 
are told Star Wars is essential, when 
the scientists say it won' t work. 

Jesus took the side of the poor and 
we need to be there, too. The June 
issue of New World Outlook was mental 
dynamite to help us become more 
aware. 

MRs. JEAN B. Ron-IE 
Chico, California 

Name Calling Tactics 

I read the June, 1988 New World Outlook 
Special Issue (Faces of Poverty in Our 
Midst) expecting to read of our church's 
role in mission. Instead, I found as C. 
Phillip Kearney, interim dean, wrote in 
an article of The Innovator, Vol 19, 
Number 3, Spring 1988, "a classic 
example of setting up a strawman." 
(The Innovator is a publication of the 
University of Michigan School of Edu
cation.) 

Thank you for the special edition of In this case the clothes put on the 
Faces of Poverty in Our Midst (June, strawman were the Reagan Adminis-
1988). Poverty in the world and the tration and military spending as caus
street people of our nation are very ing increased poverty in our nation. 
close to my heart . Name-calling tactics are used on pages 

"Migrants" especially took my inter- 9, 11, 17, 25, 30 of this issue. As the wife 
est. My husband worked the lettuce of a retired Air Force man, I resented 
and carrots through the thirties. First the article entitled Feeding the Pentagon: 
Salinas, California, then El Centro to Why America Lost the War on Poverty . 
Yuma, Arizona, and my grandfather Please consider publishing an article 
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in the future presenting another view
point on this subject. 

BONNIE M . SMI11i 
Three Rivers, Michigan 

Magazine Improving 

I just want to compliment you on the 
first editorial, "God's Kingdom Is Not 
Divided" in your March issue. Thank 
you. The magazine is improving. 

Of course, there were other good 
articles too, such as the one on Zim
babwe. Thanks for the new look. 

LAWRENCE A. BROWN 

Retired Missionary 
in active service in Brazil 

Establishing Boundaries 

Your editorial on AIDS Oanuary 1988) 
repudiates the position held by a large 
majority of Methodists worldwide who 
believe that homosexual lifestyle is 
contrary to biblical witness and to 
Christian teaching. You do so by 
arguing that "the universal, all em
bracing covenantal love of God" is 
inconsistent with "a moral instruction 
that establishes boundaries or erects 
barriers." 

But in fact your editorial does just 
that. It establishes an unnecessary 

barrier between Methodists in the 
Third World and United Methodists in 
the U.S. Because New World Outlook is 
regarded as an official voice of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, it 
erects a wall of misunderstanding 
between GBGM missionaries and their 
supporting churches at home. 

For us who devote our energies to 
teaching the Bible, it is embarrassing to 
hear the agency we work for arguing 
that the Bible establishes no boun
daries . The New Testament reflects 
precisely the opposite. For the first 
Christians, the "dividing wall of hostil
ity" between the Jews and the nations 
had indeed been abolished, along with 
" the law of commandments and ordi
nance" (Eph. 2:14f.), but then new 
standards of community life had to be 
found, ''built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the chief cornerstone" 
(2:20). 

The younger churches in the Third 
World are engaged in the same spirit
ual struggle the early church experi
enced defining the boundaries of their 
life together in Christ, based on the 
prophetic and apostolic witness. In
deed, every congregation everywhere 
must define itself and make ethical 
judgments. In spite of some interpre
tations to the contrary, the consensus 
of Christian judgment is that both the 
prophets and the apostles do insist 

upon sexual boundaries for the holy 
life, including a condemnation of ho
mosexual behavior. As United Meth
odist missionaries, we intend to up
hold that judgment in our teaching, 
and we want the churches at home to 
know of our disagreement with the 
New World Outlook editorial. 

Loving ministry to AIDS patients can 
and should be carried out without 
abandoning the Christian sexual ethic. 
This is the position of The United 
Methodist Church and, we believe, of 
most, if not all, churches in the 
worldwide Methodist communion. 

BRUCE PRIVRATSKY 

EMILIE c. PRJVRATSKY 

DALE F. w ALI<ER 

AucE F. W ALI<ER 

Missionaries in Indonesia 

Courageous Action 

I was deeply touched when I read 
(Mission Memo, June, 1988) of the 
stand taken by Mr. Joe Daniels in 
resigning when his Christian princi
ples conflicted with his official duties. 
Such courageous action, based on 
conviction, is all too rare in these days, 
and indeed, it comes as a refreshing 
oasis of true Christian sacrifice in the 
desert of materialism which surrounds 
us today! 

A Christ Centered Partnership 
Ten years after their arrival in Bukuru, Nigeria, with their two young 

sons, and on their first missionary assignment, Diane and Ronald Ray 
find enthusiasm for their teaching work at the Theological College of 
Northern Nigeria undimmed. Situated seven miles from Jos, high on 
the Jos Plateau, the Theological College was founded in 1959, and is 
the highest institution of theological learning in northern Nigeria. 

Teaching at the Theological College, a major ecumenical venture of 
13 cooperating church bodies, is conducted on three levels. The highest 
level awards the Bachelor of Divinity degree. The student body, 148 
in all, consists of students from throughout Nigeria, and from Ethiopia, 
Cameroon and the Sudan. Three-quarters of the faculty, and the 
principal as well, are Nigerian; the principal is himself a graduate of 
the college. 

While Ron teaches Christian Ethics and Systematic Theology, Diane 
teaches English at the Theological College, the Women's College and in classes for student wives. Ron, 
who received his Master of Divinity from Yale Divinity School and his Ph.D. in Christian Ethics from the 
University of St. Andrews in Scotland, was a parish minister in the Oregon and Idaho conferences for 
seven years prior to leaving for service in Nigeria. Diane holds a B.A. degree from Oregon State University. 

The importance of the missionary work that the Rays carry out in northern Nigeria is beyond measure. To 
help assure the continuity of their ministry contact your Conference Secretary of Global Ministries, or write to 
Ed Moultrie, Room 1305, General Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N .Y. 10115. 

World Program Division • General Board of Global Ministries 

jndeE 

stilnula 
edition 
USA, n 
MaryE 
and tac 
ing thl 
strongl 
Theo lo 
sively 
apprec 

Rri. IA 
Chairm 
Ca~c 

The M1 
and ' 

Nassau 

-
Viewt 
(Conti1 

dents 
a soc 
the C 
or e1 
haps1 
Chur 
over 
mem 
their 
sum 
fail I 
throi 
Gifts 
quad 
univ1 
and 1 
runn 
need 

De 
need 
com1 
bishc 
inoti 
in a 
that 
stab! 
faile1 
Shot 
Afric 

~~ 
and : 
proF 
Gen, 
and 
ca? 
n 

ca us 
Upo1 
but 
be rs 

A. 
''M\ 
Sou1 
ka!'' 
Bies 



Indeed, I find your magazine very 
stimulating, and the present (June) 
edition on the faces of poverty in the 
USA, most interesting. The article by 
Mary Ellen Lloyd is extremely relevant 
and tackles boldly the challenges fac
ing the church. As one who holds 
strongly to the principles of Liberation 
Theology and who has written exten
sively in this field, I am especially 
appreciative of this issue. 

REv. DR. J. EMMETTE WEIR 
Chairman of The Bahamas/Turks & 

Caicos Islands District 
The Methodist Church In The Caribbean 

and The Americas 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Viewpoint 
(Continued from p. 38) 

dents from other African nations to 
a socialist society, forgetting how 
the Gospel can flourish-in China 
or elsewhere. More crucial, per
haps, since The United Methodist 
Church has called for $20 million 
over the next four years, will our 
members feel they have fulfilled 
their commitment of one-half that 
sum through apportionments, and 
fail to contribute the other half 
through World Service Special 
Gifts? Will that amount in this 
quadrennium be enough to get the 
university (buildings and faculty 
and students) "off the ground and 
running," or will the financial 
needs be endless? 

Does the national university 
need a private, church-related 
competitor? Will United Methodist 
bishops and prospective students 
in other African states lose interest 
in a continental institution now 
that their countries (generally less 
stable politically and economically) 
failed to win the coveted prize? 
Should there be an exclusively 
African or truly international facul
ty and support network? Can the 
Ceneral Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry, which sponsored the 
proposal, work out its role with the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
and the Methodist Church in Afri
ca? 

These are crucial questions, be
cause the answers depend not only 
upon African Methodist leaders, 
but on church leaders and mem
bers in the United States as well. 

As we would sing in Zimbabwe: 
"Mwari Kumbarare Afrika!" Or in 
South Africa: "Nkosi Sikelel'i Afri
ka!" Or in the United States: "God 
Bless Africa!" 

ABOUT MISSIONS 

Donald Struchen 

by Donald E. Struchen 

QUESTION: Our church is having a 
Mission Fair and we would like to have a 
table or booth to sell crafts and other articles 
that have been made by people in other 
countries so they will also benefit from the 
sales . Can you suggest where we can secure 
such items? 

ANSWER: This is a good question to 
have asked. It is good that you have 
asked this at this time because other 
churches may wish to consider this 
kind of possibility during Advent and 
for pre-Christmas fairs and bazaars. 
There are a couple of advantages to this 
effort for it not only provides money 
but is also a good opportunity for 
mission education to take place. Begin 
your planning early for this activity; it 
takes some time to order and receive 
items from Self-Help projects. Here are 
several places you might wish to 
contact. 

SERRV Self-Help Projects , P. 0 . Box 
365, New Windsor, MD 21776. SERRV 
is an ecumenical marketing organiza
tion designed to provide a major sales 
outlet to artisans in economically de
veloping areas of the world. One of 

marketing Haitian products. 3. To re
turn all the profit derived from the 
sales to· Haiti in the form of education. 
4. To provide the opportunity to share 
in Christian fellowship with the Hai
tian peoples. 

The entire staff and advisors for 
Mission Artcrafters work on a volun
teer basis. 

Send for a Resale Catalog (Free if you 
order at least $10.00 worth of items. 
Catalogs are $1.00 if you want to see 
what articles are available.) 

A third source of Self-Help material 
is the Red Bird Mission Crafts . The store 
in our mission there purchases items 
from craftspersons in the Red Bird area 
of Kentucky. Last year over $75,000 
went into the pockets of the local 
craftspersons. They have a free catalog 
showing materials. Order by writing: 
Red Bird Mission Crafts, Queendale 
Center, Box 15, Beverly, KY 40913. 

Another source is the Mountain 
Women's Exchange, P. 0 . Box 204, 
Jellico, TN 37762. Their venture is 
"Mountain Way Herbs and Arts. " The 
Exchange is women working together 
to improve themselves and build 
strong communities in the mountains. 
The items they have for sale are 
wreaths, bouquets, corsages and other 
such items, which will according to 
their brochure, "last virtually forever ." 
If you order some of their products, 
you will be helping these people to 
help themselves, for they do all the 
garden preparation, planting and har
vesting, as well as creating the craft. 
Send for a flier. 

When you write to any of these 
sources, tell them what you have in 
mind and ask for their suggestions. Be 
clear about ordering supplies and 
about all financial arrangements. 

Our church is interested in having a 
Mission Festival or Fair as our big mission 
activity this fall . Where can I get some ideas 
about how to go about planning it? 

their great concerns is that the pro- The General Board of Global Minis
ducer of the materials receive an tries has a six-page leaflet called, 
equitable share of the retail price. Send "Guide For Planning Your Mission 
for a Resale Catalog ($3.00) and choose Festival." It proposes a number of 
from hundreds of attractive, hand- questions and suggested answers for a 
crafted items from Africa, Asia, South planning committee to consider as they 
America, and the Caribbean area. develop their plans. Such things as, 

Tap-Tap Mission Artcrafters, 104 Shore What is our purpose? What will be the 
Rush Circle, St. Simons Island, GA theme? How can we reach the most 
31522. This is a self-help project initi- people? What kind of booths and 
ated by the St. Simons United Method- displays should we have? How can we 
ist Church to assist the Haitian people decorate it? What other resources are 
to preserve their dignity despite great available to help in our planning? 
adversity and poverty. Its objectives: Order by stock number #2779 from the 

1. To demonstrate our oneness in Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, 
Christ in a practical manner. 2. To Caller No. 1800, Cincinnati, OH 45222-
provide an income for the people by 1800. Send 60~ with your order. 
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VIE\NPCINT 

Creighton Lacy 

God Bless Africa 

"Ah, but your land is beautiful," as 
Alan Paton wrote of his beloved 
country, South Africa. So is the 
region to the north. 

From my perch on Hartzell 
Mountain I look for miles over the 
rolling hills of Rhodesia under a 
cloudless sky. At my back a 
barbed-wire fence meanders alon?, 
the ridge, dividin9, "white lands' 
from "black lands. ' In the distance 
a gleaming cottage presides over 
lush fields of maize.13elow it, in a 
hollow, naked children romp in 
and out of a dozen round thatched 
huts. 

Immediately below me lies The 
Mission: the solid stone chapel, 
with its squat, square tower, its 
windows open to the warming 
winter sun; the low buildings of the 
clinic and ''baby fold" sheltering 
kwashiorkor babies in cribs and a 
few abandoned orphans crawling 
on the stone floors; the classrooms, 
dormitories, and teachers' houses 
scattered among the trees. On the 
playing field a soccer game is in 
progress; I can follow the (to me) 
invisible ball only by watching 
where the maroon uitiforms ebb 
and flow. 

Old Umtali-since 1897 the pride 
of American and Scandinavian 
Methodism. "Old" since, accord
ing to legends, Cecil Rhodes don
ated 13,000 acres to the Methodists 
because (a) there was not enough 
water, or (b) the terrain was too 
mountainous for his planned rail
way center, later established to the 
west. Mission Historian Kenneth 
Scott Latourette says only "Bishop 
Hartzell . . . believed that his de
nomination should accompany the 
extension of Anglo-Saxon power 

. . . and selected as a field the 
beautiful Umtali Valley." . 

What in the world was I doing 
here, a China missionary far from 
home? This was my first opportu
nity to contemplate that question 
myself. When the General Board of 
Global Ministries invited me in 
1971 to join in a world-wide sur
vey, I protested that I knew noth
ing about Africa. "That's all right," 
I was told; "You know how to ask 
the right questions." But if my 
initial venture into the "Dark Con
tinent'' was to be in white-ruled 
Rhodesia, I was determined to see 
something of newly independent 
''black Africa" as well. 

So I laid plans to travel first 
through East Africa, to witness 
some of the struggling efforts at 
building democratic new nations 
on the rubble of colonialism. I 
interviewed outstanding Christian 
leaders: Julius Nyerere of Tanza
nia; Kenneth Kaunda, still in office 
in Zambia; John Mpayei, the first 
Masai tribesman to become a 
Christian (and head of the Kenya 
Bible Society); Lawi Imathiu, later a 
distinguished Methodist bishop. I 
visited squatter slums and primi
tive alternative housing, attended 
the first university graduation ex
ercises ever held in Tanzania, and 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro. 

So here I was in Rhodesia. My 
assignment: to evaluate how (or 
how well-or even whether) the 
Methodist Church was preparing 
for the turmoil and independence 
that were bound to come. Bishop 
Muzorewa invited me to his home; 
I shared the warm hospitality of 
teachers and pastors and mission
aries in places with musical names 
like Nyadiri, Nyamazuwe, Mu
tambara; I found a few "expatri
ates" who sent their children to 
interracial schools, and others who 
staunchly defended the ''break
away" government of Ian Smith; I 
marvelled at the courageous com
mitment of "women's societies" 
and other church groups. 

Some people guessed it would 
be five to fifteen years before the 
revolution would explode. A sen
ior missionary of another denomi
nation summed up his forecast: 
"Further trouble, final tragedy." 
Yet few fully anticipated the dec
ade of bitter conflict, civil and tribal 
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as well as political and racial, 
before Zimbabwe emerged as an 
independent nation from the ashes 
of Rhodesia. 

That was 17 years ago. I returned 
in 1982 and 1984. The first was a 
brief visit to show my wife the 
awesome grandeur of Victoria Falls 
and to interview the first president 
of Zimbabwe, Rev. Canaan Bana
na, a Wesleyan Methodist minister 
and graduate of Wesley Seminary 
in Washington. The second trip 
was for a term of teaching at the 
impressive University of Zim
babwe (with Ian Smith's "liberat
ed" son as one of my students). 
Not only had the name of the 
country been changed, but those of 
many cities as well, from national
istic pride (Harare replacing Salis
bury) or to correct European mis
pronunciations (Mutare for Umta
Ii). I watched as Parliament heckled· 

Zimbabwe shows more 
signs of stability, 
prosperity and hope than 
other African nations. 

Prime Minister Mugabe in typical 
English fashion. I dined in the 
integrated Parliamentary dining 
room with Garfield Todd, prime 
minister during the Federation, 
who came to Rhodesia as a mis
sionary from New Zealand. Al
though moving toward a socialist, 
one-party state, Zimbabwe shows 
more signs of stability, prosperity, 
and hope than most other African 
states. 

Now, in 1988, the General Con
ference has voted to help create a 
Methodist universi!Y for all of 
Africa, to be established at Old 
Mutare in the shadow of Hartzell 
Mountain. Its students and faculty 
will find a hopeful, increasingly 
united new nation and a church 
that is emerging from grave dis
sension with new faith and deter
mination. 

There are questions to be raised. 
Some object to collaboration with a 
Marxist government, which has 
yet to give official approval to the 
proposed Methodist university. 
Others worry about exposing stu-

(Continued on p. 37) 
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UNITED METHODIST COMMIITEE ON RELIEF 
General Board of Global Ministries I The United Methodist Church 

Your gifts can continue to provide love in action. 

Give to: UMCOR - Where Most Urgently Needed #999895 

For local church and annual conference credit, send your gift through your local 
church treasurer. Gifts will then be forwarded to: UMCOR Advance , GCFA, 
General Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1439, New York, 
NY 10115. 


