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Now you can reach for your own 
resource of mission thoughts, 
opinion, issues and viewpoints. 
The New World Outlook Ubrary 
is a handsome, hardbound edi
tion of ten issues of the mission 
magazine. Priced at $14.95, the 
1987 edition of New World Out
look Ubrary can be obtained by 
writing to: 

New World Outlook 
Room 1349 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10115 

I 
I I New World Outlook Ubrary 
I 
I 

I Please send me copies 
I of the 1987 edition of the New World 
I Outlook Ubrary at $14.95, plus $1 .50 
I shipping and handling for each copy for a 
1 total cost of $ ___ _ 

Address---------

City, State, Zip-------

Mail to: New World Outlook, Room 1349, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 
10115. _______________________________ J 

TO OUR READERS 
A

partheid. To many Americans, this word symbolizes the 
sinful system of racial discrimination that has enslaved 
generations of black South Africans at the hands of a tiny 

white minority. Our September mission study issue explores what 
apartheid means today in South Africa, as well as for its immediate 
neighbors. 

In the past few years as South Africa has cracked down on its 
internal opponents who seek justice and liberation, many South 
African church leaders have been thrust into prominent national 
focus in the anti-apartheid struggle. This issue gives you a look at 
some of them, including Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who 
won the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize, and the Rev. Allan Boesak, a Dutch 
Reformed (Missionary) Church pastor who was one of the founders 
of the United Democratic Front (UDF), a coalition of anti-apartheid 
groups. 

Another emerging leader is the Rev. Frank Chikane, secretary-gen
eral of the South African Council of Churches, which has become a 
focal point for anti-apartheid work. Mr. Chikane' s life and work are 
profiled by Ameen Akhalwaya, a South African journalist who was 
a 1982 Nieman Fellow at Harvard University. 

A lso on the religious front, we bring you a glimpse of how 
apartheid has divided many of the South African churches 
themselves. Charles Villa-Vicencio, professor of religion at 

the University of Cape Town, explains that while many South 
African denominations have attacked apartheid in proclamations, 
far fewer have backed up those words with prophetic actions that 
would put them at serious odds with the South African state. 

On the diplomatic side, Edgar Lockwood, retired head of the 
Washington Office on Africa and veteran activist, shows how the 
U.S. government has given Pretoria mixed signals about apartheid 
over the years . While condemning apartheid, successive U.S. 
administrations have viewed South Africa as a western bulwark 
against Soviet encroachment in the region. 

Economic sanctions against South Africa have always been a 
controversial issue within the church and elsewhere. Do they work? 
Or do they injure the oppressed as well as the oppressors? Janice 
Love, professor of political science at the University of South 
Carolina and a United Methodist who sits on the executive 
committee of the World Council of Churches, answers some of 
these questions as she explores the possibilities of sanctions as a 
weapon against apartheid. 

Ending apartheid has become a crucial test for our time. While 
repression and misery certainly plague many countries in the 
world, in no other country, except South Africa, is repression and 
discrimination built into a nation's constitutional framework. 

The Editors 
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NATIONAL DIVISION. To safeguard the 
national missions outreach of the 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
directors of the Board's National 
Program Division have approved 
nearly two million dollars in budget 
cuts, including the reassignment of 
11 executive staff portfolios. 
Efforts are underway to place the 
dismissed executives in other staff 
vacancies throughout the board. The 
moves, taken by National Division 
co11111ittees meeting in New York 
August 12-13, followed announcement 
of a sharp shortfall in estimated 
income and overco11111itments to 
mission programs. Board officials 
stressed that while the current year 
and the 1989 budgets necessitated 
the i11111ediate staffing action, the 
division remains in "good health." 
According to Lula Garrett, acting 
deputy ·general secretary, the cuts 
will enable the division to maintain 
its basic priorities and protect 
outreach mission including 
institutional and parish ministries 
and congregational development. The 
restructure will bring the National 
Division executive staff to 68. 

60 GBGM MISSIONARIES COMMISSIONED. A 
group of 60 missionaries, the 
largest contingent in recent years, 
was formally co11111issioned by the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
in New York on July 28. The group 
i ncludes 42 missionaries who will 
serve in Asia, Africa, Europe or 
Latin America for the World Program 
Division and l§. mission interns who 

will spend about 15 months abroad 
and another 18 months in U.S. 
assignments. The new missionaries 
include pastors, evangelists, 
teachers, school administrators, 
nurses and hospital 
administrators .. . Earlier, at the 
July 16-20 annual missionary 
conference sponsored by the Board 
and held this year at Tarrytown, 
N.Y., the church focused its 
energies on mission evangelism. Some 
265 active missionaries from around 
the world gathered t o share their 
perspectives on their work , faith 
and witness. In her keynote address, 
Peggy Billings, outgoing World 
Division deputy general secretary, 
reaffirmed the Board's co11111itment to 
mission evangelism, while 
reiterating the church's global 
role. "We still act, upon occasion, 
as a U.S. church. If we're going to 
claim to be a global church, there 
are changes we're going to have to 
make." 

15 UM BISHOPS ELECTED. In closely 
contested elections, 15 new bishops 
of The United Methodist Church in 
the United States and Puerto Rico 
were elected July 12-16 at five 
jurisdictional conferences 
nationwide. Highlighting the process 
was the election of the fourth and 
fifth women to serve in the 
episcopacy. The two women are Bishop 
Sharon Brown Christopher, 43, and 
Bishop Susan Murch Morrison, 45 . The 
elections also marked the first time 
in almost 50 years that seven 
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bishops have been elected at the 
same time in one jurisdiction, the 
Southeastern. 

DEACONESSES MARK CENTENARY. The 
United Methodist deaconess movement 
turned 100 this sunmer, and the 
birthday was celebrated officially 
at St. Paul School of Theology in 
Kansas City as colorful balloons 
filled the skies. When the office of 
deaconess was created in 1888 by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church's General 
Conference, it was the only official 
avenue for women to participate in 
the church's mission. Retiring 
Bishop Leontine T.C. Kelly of the 
San Francisco Area told the group of 
160 participants at the Kansas City 
fete that she had been influenced by 
a deaconess when she was a 
youngster. Bishop Kelly added that 
she and the other female UM bishops 
probably would not have attained the 
episcopacy "without the kind of 
modeling ... early in the church by 
women." The Kansas City gathering 
did not fail to address the future 
of the deaconess movement, which has 
been imperiled by its dwindling 
numbers. The church now has 88 
active and 230 retired deaconesses 
and 106 active and 83 retired home 
missionaries. Fran Lynch, at 31 the 
youngest deaconess present, said she 
realizes that women her age are the 
minority; she also believes that 
deaconesses themselves must work 
harder to recruit new deaconesses. 
The GBGM's National Program 
Division, which has administered the 
offices of deaconess and home 
missionary, has referred the future 
of the movement to a study 
conmission to consider what kinds of 
ministry, lay and ordained, should 
be part of the church. "It was 
decided that the division will no 
longer conmission people to the 
office of home missionary," said 
Lula Garrett, acting deputy general 
secretary of the division. 

NEW BISHOPS FOR CHINA. For the first 
time since 1955, two bishops were 
consecrated in the People's Republic 
[350) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER 1988 

of China. On June 26, Chinese 
pastors Sun Yanlin and Shen Yifan 
were installed as bishops in the 
National China Christian Council. A 
native of Jiangsu Province, Bishop 
Sun graduated from Nanjing Union 
Theological Seminary. A former 
Methodist district superintendent, 
Bishop Sun serves as senior pastor 
of Muen Protestant Church. Born in 
Shanghai, Bishop Shen graduated fron 
the former Anglican Central 
Theological College and serves as 
senior pastor of Shanghai's 
Conmunity Church. In his 
installation sermon, Bishop K.H. 
Ting, chairman of the National China 
Christian Council, said one key task 
of the new bishops would be to 
"preserve religious freedom and help 
normalize relations between 
religious believers and other 
segments of Chinese society . " The 
new bishops will have no episcopal 
administrative or appointive 
authority, according to the Rev. 
Ewing "Bud" Carroll, China secretary 
for the GBGM's World Program 
Division. "This appears to be a 
successful compromise between 
divergent theological traditions 
regarding church polity," said Mr. 
Carroll, who attended the 
installation ceremony in Shanghai on 
behalf of the World Division. 

HAITIAN REFUGEES "LEFT OUT." 
Inmigration specialists say that 
many Haitian refugees in the United 
States may lose an opportunity to 
gain U.S. resident status because 
they are unaware of a provision that 
gives them until November to apply. 
A provision of the landmark 1986 
federal inmigration law gave 
millions of undocumented aliens, 
predominantly of Hispanic origin, 
until last May 5 to apply for U.S. 
residency. But a special clause in 
the law allows Haitians and Cubans 
until November to apply. "No one has 
really made an effort to talk about 
the Haitians," says Lilia Fernandez, 
refugee coordinator for the GBGM's 
United Methodist Conmittee on Relief 
Program Department (UMCOR). Ms. 
Fernandez says that UMCOR and other 
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refugee advocacy groups will seek to 
alert Haitians to the impending 

A November deadline for residency 
applications. 

DRUGS AFFLICT BOLIVIA. Two Unite~ 
Methodist missionaries to Bolivia, 
back in the United States on 
furlough, report that cocaine use, 

0 production and sales have permeated 
that South American country. Walter 
and Susie Henry, who have served as 
World Division missionaries in 
Bolivia since 1969, say that the 
cocaine trade has enveloped entire 

na parts of Bolivia and threatens the 
future of Methodism there. "The 
church has lost a lot of ground," 
Mr. Henry said, explaining that some 
congregations in the Chapare region 
are "no longer functioning." The 
violence associated with illicit 
drug-running, as well as the growing 
incidence of cocaine addiction among 
Bolivians, has sapped the strength 
of entire conmunities. The GBGM 
missionaries say it is difficult to 
dissuade often-impoverished 
Bolivians from getting involved in 
the lucrative, but dangerous, drug 
trade. The Board now has five 
missionaries in Bolivia, whose own 
Evangelical Methodist Church became 
independent in 1969. (Ed. Note: See 
'Journey Into the Chapare," 
July-August 1986 NWO, by Wendy 
Mcfarren, for details about cocaine 
in Bolivia.) 

AFRICAN CHURCH GROWTH GRANTS. A 
total of 33 projects totaling 
S540,000 have been approved by the 
executive conmittee of the Africa 
Church Growth and Development Fund 
(ACGD), which met in August in 
Harare, Zimbabwe. The projects will 
enable the completion of seven 
church buildings and three 
parsonages . Scholarships for 20 
African students (eight of whom are 
women) to study in Africa and abroad 
were also approved at the meeting. 
ACGD, approved by the 1980 General 
Conference and related to the GBGM's 
World Division, has raised $4 
million to date. An additional 

$189,000 was approved for evangelism 
and outreach in Africa, the 
continent where United Methodism is 
experiencing its most dramatic 
growth. The need for funds remains 
great, however, as hunger and 
malnutrition continue to stalk the 
continent. A grant approved for the 
agricultural school at Nyadire, 
Zimbabwe, will enable animal 
husbandry projects and nutrition 
education. The Rev. William Carter, 
director of the Advance ~ the 
"second-mile" giving program for 
United Methodism administered by the 
Board, has listed ACGD as one of its 
highest priorities for 1988-89. Mr. 
Carter reported that 47 programs 
from 13 African annual conferences 
are now before the conmittee as it 
seeks support from across the 
denomination. 

A HUNGER CHALLENGE. United 
Methodism's relief and development 
agency will team up with Bread for 
the World in an innovative project 
to involve more Christians in the 
battle against hunger. UMCOR will 
work with the Washington, D.C.-based 
Bread for the World in the "1-2-3 
Hunger Challenge." The program seeks 
to encourage every UM to give one 
cent a day to a hunger fund, which 
would generate more than $34 million 
annually, says David Montanye, UMCOR 
project coordinator. The second 
component of the initiative seeks to 
involve more Christians in 
advocating public policies that 
would help defeat hunger; the third 
leg of "1-2-3" will encourage more 
United Methodists to support UMCOR 
Advance projects worldwide. Over 40 
congregations have already expressed 
interest in participating. "This 
initiative will offer simpler ways 
for United Methodists to help make a 
difference," says Mr. Montanye. 

GBGM INTERPRETERS. Two conmunica-
t ions specialists have been hired by 
the GBGM's Office of Interpretive 
Services to work directly with the 
church's 73 annual conferences . 
Emily Simer and Brenda Webber are 
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the new co-directors of interpretive 
services, serving as liaisons with 
annual conferences to keep them 
informed about the denomination's 
missions at home and abroad. Ms. 
Simer, a broadcast specialist, will 
interpret the Board's work using the 
electronic media; Ms. Webber, a 
journalist, will concentrate on 
print media and annual conference 
newspapers. Ms. Simer appeared for 
several years as co-host of "Catch 
the Spirit," the UM national TV 
series. Ms . Webber, a graduate of 
the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism, is a former 
newspaper reporter and Peace Corps 
volunteer. 

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY. The 
UM's University Senate has restored 
Southern Methodist University in 
Dallas to the roster of schools 
related to the denomination "without 
qualification . " SMU earlier had been 
approved but "with warning" in the 
wake of athletic scandals at the 
school that led to a temporary 
disqualification from 
intercollegiate sports. Senate 
officials said the university had 
made "quite a turnaround" under new 
President Kenneth A. Pye. 

PERSONALIA. Peggy Billings, outgoing 
deputy general secretary of the GBGM 
World Program Division, and the Rev . 
John Murdock, outgoing associate 
general secretary of the Health and 
Welfare Ministries Program 
Department, will be taking on new 
projects for the Board, according to 
the Rev. Randolph Nugent, GBGM 
general secretary . Ms. Billings will 
lead a project on "the church, 
ethics and society," while Mr. 
Murdock will lead an initiative in 
healing ministries. No specific 
dates have been set, and no 
contracts have been signed for the 
projects . At the spring 1988 Board 
meeting, the personnel and 
nominations committee decided 
against renominating the two 
executives for another term this 
fall . . . Retiring Bishop Leontine T.C. 
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--Kelly, San Francisco Area, will 
become president of the AIDS 
National Interfaith Network. Bishop 
Kelly, who served one quadrennium, 
assisted the United Methodist AIDS ~ 
task force in the San Francisco area m 
and was instrumental in helping fu 

create a national UM consultation on Al 
AIDS held last November in San 
Francisco. Bishop Kelly, the first 
black female bishop in the 
denomination, will also teach 
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courses at the Pacific School of · 
Religion in Berkeley .. . Norman R. 
Naff, former pastor of First UMC in 
Aurora, Colo., who is awaiting a 

w 
th 

Sept. 23 sentencing after pleading 
guilty to sexual assault on a child, ~ 
has surrendered his ministerial 
credentials to Bishop Roy Sano of 

w 
g1 

fe the Denver Area ... The Rev. Robert 
Neville, an ordained UM pastor and 
professor at the denomination's 
Boston University School of Theology 
since 1987, is the seminary's new 
dean, effective August 11. Dr. 
Neville replaces the Rev. Richard 
Nesmith at the school, which has 
been troubled in the past year by 
allegations of sexism and racism by 
faculty members and other groups. 

DEATHS. Thelma Krausz Teigland, a 
Norwegian missionary who, with her 
husband, the Rev. Thorleif Teigland, 
served 25 years in Algeria and 
Tunisia for the World Division, died 
July 7 ... Della Milligan Miller, a 
retired deaconess who served 25 
years in Chicago and Portland, 
Oregon, died June 16 at the age of 
97 . .. Mary M. Liu, a retired 
deaconess who served the Methodist 
Hospital in Philadelphia for five 
years, died February 22 at the age 
81 ... Anna M. Lanich, who served for 
four years in Chile for the World 
Division and two years in Texas for 
the National Program Division, died 
July 8 at the age of 78 . . . Lester E. 
Griffith, Jr., a retired World 
Division missionary who served 17 
years in North Africa and one year 
in Belgium, died July 20. Mr. 
Griffith became well -known worldwide 
after he was held captive by 
Algerian freedom fighters in 1958. 
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Editorials 
Enacting Sanctions 
Against South Africa 
Oppression and injustice are unhappy facts of daily life 
in far too many countries around the worl1, including 
the United States. But in only one nation-South 
Africa-is oppression and disenfranchisement an insti
tutionalized part of national life . Twenty-eight million 
blacks in that troubled land cannot vote; they may not 
choose freely where they live, work, worship, go to 
school or will be buried. Only South Africa's 4.5 million 
whites have these rights . That is the brutal essence of 
the doctrine of apartheid. 

Opponents of apartheid have long anguished over 
how they could best help topple that cruel system. They 
tried moral suasion and then harsh invective and 
geo-political isolation. When all those tactics proved 
wanting, and it became apparent that the Afrikaner 
government would not bend to world public opinion, 
few options remained. At such a point, economic 
sanctions stood out as a powerful way to heighten the 
costs to white South Africans of maintaining apartheid. 

The mainstream churches, including The United 
Methodist Church, have been leaders in advocating 
comprehensive sanctions. Slowly but surely, support 
for sanctions has grown nationally, culminating in the 
1986 congressional requirement of limited sanctions 
(passed over President Reagan' s veto). It is now clear 
that those mild limitations are insufficient. 

As several authors in this issue argue, what is needed 
are strictly enforced, comprehensive sanctions that 
would ultimately force Pretoria to negotiate and 
change. The Dellums-Cranston bill, which recently 
passed in the House of Representatives and now faces 
an uncertain future in the Senate, would be a much 
more bitter pill for Pretoria to swallow. Though strongly 
opposed by the Reagan Administration, the bill would 
require the withdrawal of U.S. companies doing 
business in South Africa, including a ban on subsi
diaries, licensing agreements, and franchises. It would 
enact stiff penalties on transnational companies that 
provide oil or petroleum products to South Africa and 
penalize companies that take advantage of the depar
ture of U.S. companies by moving into South Africa. 

Critics of sanctions note the gains made by a handful 
of black entrepreneurs and how sanctions would create 
unemployment and hurt black-owned businesses. But 
this vision of "black empowerment" is illusory. Black 
South Africans remain virtually powerless; they own 
less than two percent of the nation's capital stock, and 
suffer an unemployment rate of 25 percent. 

Tougher sanctions would be a major step forward in 
the battle against apartheid, and enactment of such 
legislation would be an action that would finally 
demand that the government deal harshly, if necessary, 
with the 150--odd U.S. corporations still trading in 
South Africa. 

Enactment of sanctions legislation by the U.S. may 
also foster closer cooperation among major Western 
powers to forge a common policy to bring down 
apartheid. An effective sanctions policy will require the 
cooperation of Japan, West Germany and, especially, 
England, South Africa's largest trading partner. 

However, such unity of purpose will be hard to 
achieve. But the U.S. role in the anti-apartheid struggle 
is crucial in its own right. It is up to the American people 
to urge Congress and the president to support these 
new, tough sanctions. And the demand for immediate 
sanctions should also be imposed on presidential 
candidates Vice President George Bush and Governor 
Michael Dukakis. 

The United Methodist Church has opposed apar
theid from its inception in 1948. Its most recent action, 
taken at the 1988 General Conference, calls for an 
international boycott of Royal Dutch Shell Oil because 
of that corporation's role in providing petroleum 
products to the Pretoria regime. 

As Janice Love, a United Methodist lay leader and 
author, points out in her article on sanctions in this 
issue (page 40), it is precisely such steps that can help 
make Pretoria recognize that we mean business. 
Cutting off the flow of vital imports may be the harshest 
blow of all to South Africa, and it is more likely to harm 
whites than blacks. 

Boycotting 
Shell Oil 

Oil is one of the most vital imports for the Republic of 
South Africa. Royal Dutch Shell has been singled out for 
a special boycott by the international anti-apartheid 
community largely because of its historic role as a 
steady supplier of crucially needed petroleum products 
to white-minority regimes in southern Africa. Shell has 
been the only international oil giant to continue 
supplying oil on a large scale to South Africa, in 
violation of the 1979 United Nations embargo. 

South Africa has no exploitable oil deposits. Nearly 
all of its petroleum must be imported, and its oil 
stockpiles would be depleted in two years if it did not 
receive supplies from outside. This vulnerability to oil 
cutoffs presents the world community with a unique 
opportunity to pressure the apartheid regime in 
Pretoria to change. Yet Shell Oil helps to kill that 
opportunity by continuing to supply South Africa with 
the oil products it needs to maintain its modem police 
state and military machine-which have also wreaked 
havoc on surrounding southern African nations, as well 
(see "Apartheid's External Wars," p . 17). 

The United Methodist General Board of Global 
Ministries, along with many other Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and other religious bodies, municipalities and 
nonprofit organizations, has already divested all Shell 
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holdings. The decision to support the boycott is a 
recognition by our board and denomination that more 
drastic measures are required in the struggle against 
apartheid in South Africa. 

Forgiving Africa's 
Mountain of Debt 

Apartheid is the problem blacks confront in South 
Africa. Elsewhere in Africa serious problems arise 
partly as a result of past racism and policies of former 
colonial nations. The most striking example is the $130 
billion debt the 44 sub-Saharan African states have 
piled up. 

Before addressing the issue of debt itself, it is well to 
consider briefly the situations in which many of these 
nations find themselves. Many are newly independent; 
most were freed through harsh, tough wars against 
their colonial oppressors. And when they were finally 
victorious, as were the people of Angola and Mozam
bique with the Portuguese, the colonials fled quickly, 
abandoning people they had neither trained nor 
educated. They took their technology with them and 
left behind little economic infrastructure and a highly 
unprepared work force-in Mozambique today the 
literacy rate is 98 percent. 

The new nations began their life amid the remnants 
of the wars of independence. Reconstruction and 
restoration is costly, but even more disturbing is the 
need to use precious and meager resources to maintain 
military forces to cope with South African-supported 
rebel groups that have murdered and raped, destroyed 
rail lines, bridges, crops and irrigation systems, and 
razed health clinics and schools. Aiding refugees from 
neighboring lands is a further drain on budgets . 

Add to this the fact that most of Southern Africa has 
suffered severe drought (and starvation in some areas), 
and you can see that the obstacles to nationhood and 
independent economies are enormous. 

The $130 billion debt is more than a staggering 
statistic. Few of the countries can even hope to repay 
their portions. Most can barely make interest pay
ments, let alone begin repaying the principle. 

Africa's population is expanding at twice the rate of 
its economic growth, and the continent is simply unable 
to produce sufficient wealth to pay off the debt while 
also trying to meet the gigantic human needs of the 
people. In the past eight years, only 12 sub-Saharan 
countries, whose obligations comprised 13 percent of 
the region's total debt, were able to make payments. 

Much of the problem is rooted in the African 
economic structure . Africa lives off its commodity 
exports, raw materials such as cocoa, coffee, copper and 
minerals. Over the past decade, prices for such natural 
resources have fallen while debt has continued to soar. 
In fact, today the level of debt exceeds the ability to pay 
with export earnings-a figure known as the debt-serv
ice ratic~by some 360 percent. 

Obviously, a large part of the responsibility for the 
debt- for assuming it in the first place and for paying it 
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back-lies with the African leadership. The trend 
sweeping African nations to cut government spending 
and liberalize economic systems is evidence that the 
leadership accepts that responsibility. And yet, the 
problem-which was almost predictable-is also the 
responsibility of those who made the loans. 

The towering debt crisis that Africa faces demands a 
creative, compassionate response from the West. So 
far, that has proven too tall an order for Africa' s 
creditors. Politics, ideology and narrow self-interest 
have done more to shape policy than appreciation for 
Africa' s indebted nations and suffering people. 

Africa' s creditors fall into two broad categories. 
About 70 percent of the $130 billion was lent by the 
governments of Europe, Britain and, to a lesser extent, 
Canada and the United States. The remainder came 
from commercial banks, primarily European and 
British. 

After being aware of the impending crisis for over a 
decade, the concerned governments only recently came 
to a joint decision on a possible solution. Western 
leaders at their June summit meeting in Toronto 
reached a compromise solution: they agreed to dis
agree. Their final communique on African debt called 
for "comparability." In other words, each nation 
would choose from a menu of options that best suit its 
particular needs: extending the repayment period, 
lowering interest rates, writing off part of the debt 
altogether, or some combination of the three. 

The best solution would have been a joint agreement 
on a comprehensive debt plan for Africa . 

Moreover, whether intended or not, the very concept 
of "comparability" uses politics and ideology to 
maintain neo-colonial ties. The issue is not so much 
what each creditor nation's budget needs are, but rather 
the quality of each creditor nation's economic relations 
with its former colonies. Good relations are rewarded 
with choice items from the menu, such as debt 
forgiveness; bad relations are met with foot-dragging . 

France, for instance, exercises economic control over 
some of its former colonies in West Africa that is both 
subtle and harsh. When an African government 
purchases a major capital item, it had better favor the 
French. To do otherwise is to invite rebuke or 
retribution from Paris. Many African governments cave 
in under this pressure. 

The French government recently announced it would 
write off some $170 million in loans to West Africa. But 
former colonies cannot secure imports unless they pass 
through France first and pay a French tariff. Most of the 
more independent-minded African states have gotten 
even cooler treatment from other European nations. 

Private bankers have been even less cooperative and 
have refused to make any substantial new loans until 
the government lenders come up with an overall "debt 
plan," which they have failed to do. 

Meanwhile, African debt continues to mount while 
their economies falter in the wake of ever- fa lling 
commodity prices. 

A large-scale debt forgiveness remains an obvious if 
financially unattractive answer for the West. For Africa, 
it may be the only hope. 
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In My Opinion 
A Plea for Hope 

Sheila Bruton 

not at all! Yet, the laager (defensive) 
mentality of the Afrikaner is still 
very much alive, it's like living in a 
time warp. Whites like what they 
have-their easy, pleasant life . 
They don' t want to change. And 
the apartheid system has done a 
good job of making many whites 
believe they are truly more human 
than blacks, that God has ordained 

-----------------------------' their place in society. 
M y roots are in South Africa. I was shoot you all." But there are exceptions to these 
bomandgrewupthere, and there I One dear friend, Justice N. : " If standards. There are whites who 
experienced anger and hope, a you are there alone, or the situation have dared to see the potential for a 
vision among friends, the Univer- is possible, not an immediate con- more just life for all South Africans. 
sity Christian Movement of black frontation ... no, I don't want to One can only hope that blacks will 
and white students together, excit- shoot you. But you must under- retain enough hope for a peaceful 
ing ideas, and confrontation. I stand we can't afford time to society to be possible in the future, 
have vivid memories of black discriminate. When we have our and that goodwill will not be 
friends and white relaxing in our chance at liberation we must take trampled underfoot for too long. 
living room, talking, laughing, it." I do believe that things will and 
working up to heated discussions. The knowledge we gained from must change in my estranged 

I see again Chris M. telling us he each other and the friendships we homeland. But I do not think it will 
is teaching his son to hate forged in those days were real and come gradually and with peace. At 
whites-his son a six-year-old. I lasting. Although we knew anger some point, blacks will gain control 
was horrified but could almost see and fear and the watchful eyes of and a long and restless, unhappy 
his point, although the implica- the security police, we prized the turmoil will need to play itself out. 
tions \\,'ere frightening. Blacks were community we built for ourselves; As I look back on South Africa, I 
forced to look to the future. I think it kept us sane and gave us the A s I look back on South Africa, I 
we (whites) were still working, strength to continue to hope. wish with all my soul that friends 
hoping, believing that in our day When the government closed in and family will understand what is 
we would see change because we and detained or served banning happening and be willing to make 
felt so strongly about it. Whereas, orders on one after another of the the changes and, yes, sacrifices, to 
blacks knew in their desperate situ- group, it effectively destroyed that share the riches of that beautiful, 
ation that they had to build the spark of hope in that time. And the tortured, multicolored nation. To 
foundations to create a bank of government continues to crack know and not be afraid, to learn, to 
fighting determination to change down, to disperse, to crush all be patient, to teach, to enjoy what 
the future . attempts by blacks and whites to others have to offer. 

I wonder how many others like work together. This nearsighted- I am not too hopeful anymore. 
Chris were doing the same? That ness is likely to create the very There is so much hate and bitter
was 16 years ago. In South Africa monster the government fears ness and inhumanity at large. And 
today, the young people are highly most-a violent seizure of power much of that is evident in this 
politicized. There must have been and vengeance extorted for past country (United States), too. Rac-
many like Chris and his six-year- wrongs. ism is so prevalent and so hard to 
old son. They, too, must be teach- deal with here, that it is no wonder 
ing their brothers and sisters and I n my rare visits "home" in the last that South Africa, in its time warp, 
their own children to continue the few years, I have felt the hostility is unable to work it out. Perhaps all 
fight. and resentment in the general we can ever hope for in both 

We also talked about hypotheti- population (black and white) to be societies is for enough legislation to 
cal situations: "When the revolu- more palpable than ever before. enforce nondiscrimination on offi
tion comes, what will you do if you But I feel I have little right to say cial levels while we build our own 
come across one of us with other what anyone must do who is still nonracial communities of hope and 
whites? Will you kill us too?" A insidethecountry. Iknowlbelieve loveinourown small cornersof the 
hard one for whites to conceive. all South Africans have a right to world . o 
But blacks, some almost apologeti- live the best way they can, to live a 
cally, others strong and impatient full and humane life, and that 
at this lack of understanding: ap artheid and the violence it 
"Well, there won't be time to sort breeds are cruelly wrong and evil. 
the' good' guys from the bad. If we It seems so foolish for anyone to 
are moving forward and you are in hope that the situation can change 
the way with others we will have to slowly and peacefully-or change 

Sheila Bruton is literature editor for the 
Mission Education and Cultivation Pro
gram Department , General Board of Global 
Ministries. She has lived in the United 
States since 1972. 
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The United 
States has 
compiled a 
spotty record 
on working to 
help abolish 
apartheid in 
South Africa. 

II II 

"Can you believe it? The Seventh 
Floor wants to know what's moral
ly wrong with apartheid!" 

The indignant voice on my tele
phone belonged to a liberal friend 
in the State Department' s Africa 
Bureau, long known for its sym
pathy for African aspirations but 
remote from the centers of policy
making. The Seventh Floor meant 
Henry Kissinger, the Secretary of 
State, known for his preoccupation 
with the power politics of Europe. 
The year was 1974. The time, 
shortly after the coup in which the 
Armed Forces Movement of Portu
gal forced an end to the Portuguese 
colonial regime in Africa. Why the 
sudden interest in morality? 

Five years earlier Kissinger had 
ordered a study which concluded 
that the white governments of 
southern Africa were "here to 
stay." Constructive change could 
only come about through evolu
tionary reforms that whites would 
initiate . Liberation movements 
could never win political rights 
through force . They could only 
bring "chaos" and "increased op
portunities for the communists." 
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II 

By Edgar Lockwood 

Suddenly it was clear that this 
projection was dead wrong. South 
Africa, where U.S. interests were 
greatest, now faced a threat it had 
never faced before. In the 1960s 
South Africa had banned the Afri
can National Congress and the Pan 
Africanist Congress, sending the 
liberation movements' leadership 
to prison or exile far from its 
borders. But now the buffer zone of 
nearby friendly white-ruled states 
was vanishing. Mozambique and 
Angola would soon be ruled by 
African liberation movements 
whose guerilla armies had forced 
the Portuguese to surrender 
power. If Mozambique became a 
free black state, then Rhodesia 
might soon follow, and Angola 
might prove to be a springboard for 
Namibian liberation forces . 

Kissinger, the security manager 
for western interests at moments of 
crisis, intervened . The United 
States collaborated with South 
Africa in an invasion of Angola and 
tried to install a section of the 
liberation movement that was sup
posed to be pr~western and to 
oppose the section that the Soviet 
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Jnion had helped. .Kissinger at
:empted to settle the Rhodesia 
.ssue by getting Ian Smith to agree 
to "majority rule," although major
ity rule as Smith defined it was 
white rule with a black mask. New 
U.S. aid of $2 billion was dangled 
in front of the Zimbabwe liberation 
armies to lure them in from the 
cold . .Kissinger declared himself in 
favor of Namibian independence 
and progress in South Africa. 

The crisis, however, continued. 
Angola became independent 
under the Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), 
the party .Kissinger was opposed 
to, and was recognized by all other 
countries except the United States 
and South Africa. Zimbabwe be
came an independent state pri
marily due to the success of its 
guerrilla armies. South Africa's 
students galvanized a new political 
movement, and by the 1980s South 
Africa's inability to govern its Afri
can population except by brute 
force was apparent. 

The point of this recital of history 
is that U.S. policymakers think first 
about what are called "inter
ests"-sources and minerals, prof
itable trade and investments, Great 
Power influence-and not about 
the morality of institutionalized, 
totalitarian racism. To U.S. policy
makers, liberation movements 
seem to open the door to revolu
tions that would interfere with 
those interests. 

American policy toward South 
Africa was first formed around the 
discovery of minerals by British 
and German entrepreneurs. John 
Hays Hammond, the American 
engineer who advised Cecil 
Rhodes, the gold and diamond 
magnate and empire builder, 
pressed on U.S. policymakers the 
strategic importance of South Afri
ca as a source of cheap minerals. 
The fact that the minerals were 
cheap because they were mined by 
a migrant labor system that des
troyed the African traditional 
economy and the African family 
was not relevant. 

During and after World War II, 
South Africa's blacks demanded 
that the Four Freedoms of the 
Atlantic Charter be extended to 
them. If they could die for democ-

racy in Europe, why could it not be 
granted to them at home? The case 
for democracy was especially 
strong for Namibia, which had 
been granted to South Africa as a 
sacred trust by the League of 
:Nations until the Namibian people 
could exercise their right of self
d e te r mina tio n, a right which 
Woodrow Wilson had pressed on 
the World. Other African countries 
were gaining independence from 
colonial rule and becoming part of 
the United Nations, as were former 
Asian colonies of Europe. Why 
should the victims of colonialism in 
southern Africa not gain a simple 
freedom simply because white set
tlers lived there? 

The response of American pol
icy-makers to these demands was 
to condemn apartheid and revolu
tionary violence with equal fervor 
and fine impartiality. Natural, 
business-led evolution would dis
pose of apartheid as contrary to the 
logic of the market. At no point was 
opposition to apartheid going to go 
beyond symbolism and dialogue. 

Nothing would be done to force an 
end to white supremacy or end 
South Africa' s brutal mandate in 
Namibia. 

The most obvious action that the 
United States could have taken 
then or now would be to sponsor 
universal mandatory sanctions 
against South Africa under chapter 
seven of the United Nations Char
ter. Such sanctions would be a 
non-violent and appropriate re
sponse to South Africa's aggres
sion against its black neighbors and 
its flouting of international law in 
regard to Namibia. 

No recent American administra
tion, however, has ever advocated 
sanctions to bring about liberation 
from colonial rule . The apparent 
exceptions only prove the rule. The 
United States adopted sanctions 
against Rhodesia at the request of 
the colonizer, Great Britain. Those 
sanctions were soon breached by 
Congress when it voted to allow 
imports of Rhodesian chrome, 
nickel and other "strategic min
erals." The cost of stainless steel 

Former South African Prime Minister John Vorster, left , and form er U.S. 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger in West Germany in 1976 for talks on 
resolving the crisis in southern Africa. 
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took precedence over African 
rights to free themselves from 
racist rule. Oil from South African 
subsidiaries of U.S. multinationals 
like Mobil fueled Ian Smith's war. 
When U.S. compliance with sanc
tions were restored in 1977, the 
action gave the U.S. credibility in 
persuading the guerrilla move
ments of Rhodesia to negotiate an 
end to the war they were beginning 
to win. 

The official explanation of the 
U.S. aversion to sanctions is disin
genuous if not hypocritical: "Sanc
tions don' t work. They would hurt 
the very cause we want to pro-
mote." 

Recent studies, however, show 
that sanctions in many cases do 
work. In the case of Rhodesia they 
shortened the war by imposing 

Will the U.S. 
place itself 
on the side of 
those working for 
liberation 
or continue 
backing illusory 
reforms of white 
supremacy? 

additional costs on the mainte- tect of Reagan's Africa policy, 
nance of white supremacy. In the handed the South Africans a trump 
case of Chile, they helped to card. They now had a perfect 
overturn the socialist regime of excuse for failing to carry out the 
Salvador Allende. One could easily very plan for Namibian indepen
name numerous other instances- dence which the United States had 
Nicaragua, Panama, Libya, Viet- created and sold to the United 
nam, Cuba, etc.-where sanctions Nations as UN Resolution 435. 
have been used to try to erode the When South Africa invaded An
strength of socialist or Marxist gola in August, 1981, the United 
governments. States demonstrated its basic anti-

In short, the issue is not whether liberation sympathies by vetoing a 
sanctions work or not. They clearly Security Council resolution con
can work if they are strongly and demning South African aggres
universally applied, and if they are sion. Ambassador Jeane Kirkpa
part of a long-term international trick explained that South Africa 
moral consensus to isolate and had a right to defend itself against 
punish those who violate interna- SW APO "terrorists." SW APO 
tional norms of conduct. They (South West Africa Peoples' Orga
work least well when they are nization) is the liberation move-
weakly and selectively applied. ment most Namibi.ans support. 

What is at issue is whether the Soon the United States was arm-
United States has the political will ing UNITA, (the National Union 
to place itself on the side of forces for the Total Independence of 
working for liberation from racist Angola) the South African-backed 
tyranny or whether it intends to go contra force, getting Congress to 
on backing the illusory "reforms" reverse its decision to end Kis
of white supremacy. singer's intervention in Angola's 

Clearly, the Reagan Administra- civil war. The results have been 
tion has chosen the latter course. remarkably counterproductive . 
Early on, Reagan declared South Not only has the war brought 
Africa a friend and ally worthy of incredible devastation and suffer
support and counsel even though ing to the Angolan people, but U.S. 
many members of the Afrikaner intervention has not achieved what 
Nationalist party were pro-Nazi in the policymakers hoped it would. 
World War II. By linking the Angola is now stronger and more 
independence of Namibia to the determined to fight South Africa 
withdrawal of Cuban troops from and not to make an easy peace with 
Angola, Chester A. Crocker, As- UNITA. The war has increased 
sistant Secretary of State for Afri- Cuban and Soviet influence, pres
can Affairs, and the primary archi- ence and participation in the re-
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gion. U.S. policymakers have pro
longed the war and postponed the 
independence of Namibia without 
in any way diminishing the pres
tige or standing of the Angolan 
government. After seven years of 
negotiations, the United States has 
nothing to show for its use of 
"conservative engagement" except 
stalemate, loss of its own credibili
ty as a broker of a solution and 
more than $10 billion damage to 
the Angolan economy, in which 
U.S. oil companies and banks play 
a friendly role . 

Similarly, the United States has 
assisted the South African mili
tary' s offensive against the African 
National Congress (ANC), the 
leading element of the liberation 
forces in South Africa, by exchang
ing intelligence with the South 
African military and by encourag
ing black neighboring states to bar 
ANC refugees from its territories. 
In spite of a UN-imposed arms 
embargo, South Africa has man
aged to develop its own weaponry, 
sometimes with American help. 
(South Africa acquired the innova
tive long-range cannons it now 
uses in Angola from a U.S. compa
ny called Space Research, whose 
production was facilitated by the 
U.S. military.) 

On the positive side, the United 
States aims to encourage white
controlled evolutionary change to
ward a less overtly racist society by 
building an African middle class. 
This goal falls short of one-per
son-one-vote, to say nothing of 
the Freedom Charter, which many 
South Africans see as a basic 
minimum for settlement of South 
Africa's crisis. A principal method 
of achieving progress for blacks 
within white-led change has been 
the sponsorship of educational 
opportunities and scholarships for 
black South Africans both in their 
own country and in the United 
States. While one cannot oppose 
additional education, it is clear that 
it does not in and of itself deal with 
fundamental change. This method 
will benefit primarily those who 
are apolitical and uncommitted or 
those who adopt moderate and 
non-controversial positions. They 
are the ones who will pass U.S. and 
South African screening. 

When one turns to the black 



Top, the Rev. Randolph Nugent (second from left), general secretary of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, joins a January 1985 picket of the South African Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. Dr. Nugent was later arrested for civil disobedience, along with many others who took 
part in the anti-apartheid rally. Below, Secretary of State George Shultz , left, and Assistant 
Secretary of State Chester Crocker during 1986 Congressional hearings over the imposition of 
U.S. economic sanctions against South Africa. 
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states in the region which are 
victims of South African aggres
sion, one finds United States policy 
provides comparatively little aid 
for those who are suffering. U.S. 
policy actively assists South Africa 
in its war against Angola and the 
Namibian freedom movement. 
Mozambique lost 100,000 of its 
people to the murderous attacks of 
South African-supplied contras, 
and now an additional five million 
of its people face starvation. While 
the United States has supplied 
emergency food aid, it is emergen
cy military assistance which is 
crucial to its survival. Britain, but 
not the United States, has begun to 
supply military training to Mo
zambique. Zimbabwe, the linchpin 
of regional efforts to construct an 
alternative economy less depen
dent on South Africa and to defend 
Mozambique, has become a politi
cal no-go area for U.S. aid. Its 
crime was to be critical of U.S. 
policy toward South Africa, Gren
ada and Libya. 

U.S. policy toward black Africa 
has been tragically shortsighted. 
Many African countries, facing 
huge debts and low commodity 
prices for their products, are in the 
situation of many American farm
ers. But countries cannot sell out or 
be foreclosed. United States policy 
has favored a relentless, hardline 
policy toward African debtors. No 
concessions are to be offered on 
debt, or commodity price stability 
or on subsidies to keep the price of 
living under control. While debt 
repayments drain capital from the 
continent, U.S. aid has been re
duced to half of what it was three 
years ago. As a percentage of our 
national product, U.S. aid ranks at 
the bottom of the industrialized 
world's donors. Norway donates 
three percent of its GNP; U.S. aid is 
less than a tenth of that percentage, 
under a quarter of one percent. 

Given these dismal realities, can 
one hope for a change of policy 
under a Bush or Dukakis adminis-
tration? One would, of course, like 

The church 
remains one of 
the few voices 
speaking for the 
voiceless victims 
of apartheid. 

the cns1s similarly disappeared 
from many minds. Now the apar
theid regime has undertaken to 
obliterate all news except its own 
version of "evolution" and the 
"elimination of apartheid." The 
chances of influencing a new ad
ministration depend on our ability 
to make spiritual discernment and 
committed, imaginative solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters in 
southern Africa a top priority. The 
churches need to listen to the 
heartbeat of Christ's body in that 
tormented region. If we did, I 
believe we would urge: 

1. Work for comprehensive, uni
versal and mandatory sanctions 
against South Africa in the United 
Nations and in Congress. The 
banning of 18 leading anti-apar
theid organizations, the arrests of 
heads of churches and other clergy 
and the detention of thousands 
mean that almost all non-violent 
and peaceful means of change have 
been closed. 

If comprehensive sanctions can
not be obtained, selective sanctions 
can be increased in key areas: gold, 
short-term trade credits, reinvest
ment of profits and supply of oil. 

2. At local levels, churches can 
work for municipal and state pur
chasing policies and investment of 
public funds policies which ex
clude companies dealing with 
South Africa in any way above a 
bare minimal level. 

to think so. But the reality is that 3. Drop all aid to contra movements 
Africa is no longer seen as a "front such as UNITA. Recognize the 
burner" issue on the American Angolan government. 
agenda. South African censorship 
took the crisis off our television 4. Insist on the implementation of 
screens and when that happened, Resolution 435 in an updated form 
[360) NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER 1988 

.,... 
at the earliest possible moment so 
that the Namibian people can be
come independent and choose 
their own government freely. 

5. Resume and increase aid to 
Zimbabwe and other front-line 
states emphasizing regional 
projects that foster independence 
from South Africa's economy so as 
to reduce apartheid's economic 
stranglehold on the region. Begin 
military aid as requested by states 
who are the victims of South 
African aggression. 

6. Cancellation or forgiveness of 
debt where African countries are 
clearly unable to meet their obliga
tions without sacrificing a dispro
portionate share of their GNP. 
Work for a stabilization mechanism 
to assure that commodity export 
prices for African-produced items 
stay in line with the prices of 
imported goods. 

Given the dark night through 
which southern Africa is now 
passing, the church remains one of 
the few voices which can still be 
heard speaking for the voiceless 
victims of apartheid and calling for 
a reasonable, peaceful approach to 
southern Africa's conflicts. The 
churches need to respond and 
speak with one voice in favor of 
those actions which South Africa's 
church leaders, black and white, 
have called for. 

Without this kind of a response 
to the call for help, suffering and 
violence must inevitably increase. 
Let those who declare themselves 
to be peacemakers, and let those 
who oppose terrorism and violence 
now take the lead in this crusade 
for a non-violent, peaceful alter
native. o 

Edgar Lockwood is a veteran church activist ' 
on African affairs, and directed the Wash
ington Office on Africa from 1972-80. An 
ordained Episcopal priest, Mr . Lockwood 
represented the American Friends Service 
Committee in southern Africa during the 
early 1980s. He is also the author of South 
Africa's Moment of Truth (Friendship 
Press, 1988, New York) . Now retired, he 
lives in Washington , D.C. 
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Just before dawn on July 18, 1987, 
several hundred armed men en
tered the small Mozambican town 
of Homoine. Wearing new uni
forms and carrying weapons 
dropped by South African para
chutes during the preceding 
weeks, they systematically 
slaughtered civilians, including 
women, children and even new
born infants in the town hospital. 
When the day was over, 424 vic
tims lay dead; almost 300 more 
were press-ganged by the attackers 
to carry away loot from the town. 

News of the massacre, which 
was carried out by South Africa's 
contra army called Rename, or 
MNR (Mozambican National Re
sistance), punctured far-right ef
forts in Washington to build a 
favorable image for the group. The 
event had an impact not only 
because of the numbers and the 
horrific details, which even 
shocked many conservatives. 
Chance also played a role-among 
the survivors was an American 
Mennonite agricultural worker, 
who observed the events from a 
hiding place in a shed adjoining the 
small hotel where he was staying. 
His testimony made the facts hard 
to dispute or ignore, even when 
Rename' s Washington representa
tive claimed the victims had been 
killed by government troops or 
caught in crossfire. 

However, such information only 
rarely makes its way into the U.S. 
media agenda. In general, South 
Africa's proxy wars against its 
neighbors are virtually invisible. 
And nowhere is the lack of infor
mation or outright disinformation 
more serious than in the cases of 
Angola and Mozambique. 

There are several reasons. For 
one, the victims are most often 
rural peasants, far from TV cam
eras, speaking not English but 
Portuguese, if they speak any 
European language at all. 

Another reason is that the gov
ernment parties that took power in 
the two countries in 1975 after 
decade-long wars against Portu
guese colonialism-the Mozam
bique Liberation Front (FRELIMO) 
and the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA)
have outlined Marxist socialist 

---

- -· -.. : 

Previous page: local militia training in Tete Province, Mozambique; 
Top, Angolans dislodged from their homes because of the civil war in 
their country march toward Namibia; below, Jonas Savimbi, leader of 
the UNIT A rebels who seek the overthrow of the current Angolan 
regime, with South Africa's support and blessing. 
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their homes and their lives. When 
the Methodist Church in Brazil 
requested assistance, UMCOR, as 
the emergency relief division of the 
Board, responded immediately 
with $50,000 for emergency medi
cine, medical care, food and blan
kets, and later with $25,000, for a 
total of $75,000 in direct assistance. 
However, the church community 
should be aware of the immensity 
of need and the necessity for 
continuing financial support to the 
Methodist churches in Brazil. 

Intensive rains and flooding oc
curred in Teresopolis, Petropolis, 
Duque de Caxias and the Rocinha 
slum area of Rio . Rivers were 
swollen by the torrential rains and 
roads were impassable. Petropolis 
suffered the most damage. The 

lowlands of Greater Rio were also 
flooded. Many of the victims there 
were working class people who 
lost their homes and property. 

The Tims report that gifts 
through UMCOR enabled the two 
local Methodist churches to pro
vide meals for 250 people housed 
in a nearby school, and to offer 
temporary shelter to 150 families 
near Petropolis. 

The retaining wall of the Rocinha 
Community Center collapsed in 
the flooding and a playground area 
for the day care center was des-

UMCOR regularly channels finan
cial support, reports that the 
homes of over 3,000 people in the 
favelas, Brazilian slums, were sim
ply washed away. The agency 
reported that Methodist and 
Roman Catholic Churches devel
oped an emergency plan of assist
ance to the flood victims. 

According to the Tims, the most 
repeated words were: "Gracias a 
Deus [Thank God] , our lives were 
spared!" o 

troyed. Two people in Rocinha 
were killed, and the homes of 115 Richard Lord is a New York City-based 
people were destroyed. photojournalist who contributes frequently 

Church World Service, the relief to New World Outlook. Brenda Webber 
agency of the National Council of is director of Interpretive Services , General 
Churches , through whom Board of Global Ministries . 
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has yet to focus clearly on South tion of "freedom fighters," oppos
Africa ' s role. The evidence of ing the government. 
South African involvement is The distortions persist because 
there, just as the evidence of few Americans know enough 
Renamo atrocities had been there about Angola to recognize them, 
for years before the State Depart- because UNITA leader Jonas Sa
ment report . But Mozambican vimbi is an effective propagandist, 
voices do not carry loudly enough and because the mere mention of 
for the outside media to take them Cuba seems to blind many Ameri
seriously. In August 1985, when cans to the specific African reali
Mozambican and Zimbabwean ties. 
troops captured the main Renamo This willful blindness also has its 
base at Gorongosa, they found roots in the tragic U.S. intervention 
extensive documentation, includ- in Angola in 1975. Ignoring the 
ing records of parachute supply advice of his diplomatic specialists 
drops and minutes of meetings and of U.S. oil companies in An
with top South African military gola, then Secretary of State Henry 
officers. In April 1988 the chief Kissinger lau,nched a CIA cam
European spokesman for Renamo, paign to exclude the MPLA from 
after accepting a Mozambican am- power. He encouraged South Afri
nesty, gave further details of South ca to join in invading the country, 
African involvement. These gained along with UNIT A and another 
limited news coverage. But the Angolan group opposed to the 
continuing reports by Mozambi- MPLA. 
cans themselves-peasants who When the covert South African 
saw parachute drops, escapees or role was revealed, African opinion 
deserters from Renamo telling of rallied to the side of the MPLA, and 
South African arms supplies and U.S. public opinion pushed Con
training-are generally ignored . gress to curb CIA involvement in 
Informed observers know of the Angola with passage of the Clark 
South African role, but Pretoria's amendment. Within a year, vir
public denials are still given far tually every country except South 
more weight than they deserve. Africa and the U.S. had recognized 

State Department officials ac- the new People's Republic of An
knowledge that the South African gola, under MPLA government. 
military continues to supply Rena- To justify their position, Wash
mo, in violation of the 1984 non- ington and Pretoria denounced the 
aggression treaty between Mo- continued involvement of Cuban 
zambique and South Africa. But troops, currently estimated at al
they have revealed no plans to put most 40,000. But from the perspec
significant pressure on South Afri- tive of African nationalists, the 
ca to stop. Unlike the Rev. Jesse Cuban presence is a needed de
Jackson, who repeatedly brought fense against powerful South Afri
up the issue in his campaign, ca. Whatever one thinks of Cuba, 
President Reagan has shown no its response to Angolan requests 
inclination to condemn South Afri- for help is as legitimate as was the 
ca as the terrorist state behind U.S. response to Europe's call to 
these atrocities. join in the war against Hitler's 

The Angolan conflict, over the aggressions. In World War II, the 
years, has probably received more U.S. allied itself with the Soviet 
U.S. press coverage than the war in Union against the threat of Na
Mozambique. But the picture pre- zism. Why, opponents of apar
sented is limited and distorted. The theid wonder, can't Americans 
South African role most often ap- understand that South Africa is as 
pears as an afterthought rather great a threat to southern Africa as 
than the primary factor it really is. Hitler was to Western Europe? 
Instead, the focus is on the Cuban It is true that internal divisions in 
troops aiding the Angolan govern- Angola have led some Angolans to 
ment. South Africa's contra group, collaborate with South Africa. But 
UNIT A, is misleadingly portrayed the primary force turning these 
as an independent military force, a divisions into unceasing destruc
legitimate and effective organiza- tive warfare has been the South 
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Pretoria shores 
up its own racist 
policies by 
weakening its 
neighbors in 
southern Africa 
who deplore 
apartheid. 

African assault. Jonas Savimbi was an: 

at one time an Angolan nationalist of 

fighting against Portuguese coloni- to 

alism, and at times he has won im 
support on the basis of ethnic 
appeals to southern Angolans. He ca, 

has exploited his personal ties to ag 

Canadian and U.S. missionaries \ai 
who used to work in that part of 111 

Angola, and he has played on the ao 
anti-Cuban climate in Washing- ag 

ton. But by telling people what ~ 
they want to hear, he has again and ai 

again left an enormous gap be- ai 

tween image and reality. rE 

In the early 1970s Savimbi pre- ~ 
sented himself as the most radical w 

of African nationalists. But at the d 
same time he had a secret military 
pact with the colonial army, and 
cooperated with the Portuguese in 
attacking the rival MPLA. 

Since independence Savimbi has 
sented his guerrilla struggle as an 
independent nationalist endeavor. 
Sometimes he denies getting aid 
from South Africa, sometimes he 
downplays its importance. The 
U.S. media, by and large, have 
accepted this blurring of the South 
African role, leaving the most 
important aspects of the war in 
Angola invisible. 

Special commando units in the 
South African army, especially the 
32 Batallion composed largely of 1 

1 

black Angolan recruits, play a 
major role in the war. As early as 
1980, deserters from this unit re
ported that they actually carried 
out many of the attacks claimed by 
UNITA. They continue to operate 
in Angola, even when South Africa 
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announces withdrawals after one 
of its periodic open invasions. Yet 
to the international media they are 
invisible. 

In conjunction with South Afri
ca, UNIT A has used terrorism 
against civilians, destroying vil
lages in government-controlled 
areas. One of its major tactics, 
according to international relief 
agencies, is to plant landmines in 
peasant fields, resulting in famine 
and in the highest proportion of 
amputees in the world. UNITA has 
repeatedly kidnapped foreign civil
ian workers from both eastern and 
western countries. Literally hun
dreds have been held hostage for 
months while UNITA bargained 
for concessions and gained publici
ty in their home countries. In one 
such raid, at a diamond mine, 
UNITA destroyed an airplane 
owned by a U.S. cargo company 
and killed one of the crew. Yet 
rarely, if ever, does the western 
media label UNITA as " terrorist. " 

In May 1985 a South African 
commando was captured while 
attempting to blow up oil installa
tions owned by Gulf Oil in north
ern Angola . He admitted that 
UNIT A was set to take credit for 
the operation. Incredibly, after this 
attack on U.S. property, the U.S. 
Congress voted to repeal the Clark 
amendment and open the way for 
official resumption of U.S. aid to 
UNITA. Even as the U.S. was 
moving to stronger condemnation 
of apartheid, Washington was en
tering a de facto military alliance 
with the South African military . 

oro~, 
CDMORO IS 

Supporters of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) mark the 10th 
anniversary of the Cassinga massacre, which left over 600 Namibians dead at the 
hands of the South African Defense Force in 1978. 

In 1987-1988, southern Angola 
was the scene of the largest con
ventional battle fought in Africa 
since World War II. South Africa, 
with tanks and long-range artil
lery, sought in vain to capture the 
Angolan government-held town 
of Cuito Cuanavale. Cuban forces 
were assisting Angolan govern
ment troops, and UNITA troops 
were supplementing the South 
African army. 

South African white casualties 
were high enough that they were 
forced to announce them; a few 
articles admitted the scale of South 
Africa' s involvement. But there 
was no information released about 
casualties among the black troops 
in the South African army. UNITA 
claimed that it was leading the 
fighting, with only minor South 
African assistance. As a result, 
most reports still down played the 
South African role. The U.S. sub
sequently even stepped up covert 
aid to UNITA. The South African 

UNICEF report released in 1987, 
child mortality rates in Angola and 
Mozambique have climbed to the 
highest in the world. More than 
100,000 children a year die in these 
two countries from direct and 
indirect results of the wars . The 
primary cause is not drought, nor 
internal conflict, but the South 
African-directed campaigns of ag
gression. Yet communicating this 
reality to an outside world amid 
slogans, ignorance and misinfor
mation remains a formidable task. 

Americans have begun to listen 
to the voices of the internal victims 
of apartheid. But they need to 
understand, as Allan Boesak re
marked in Maputo last year, that 
the apartheid regime "is a danger 
to the whole region." To respond 
effectively to the apartheid crisis, 
the world must listen as well to the 
targets of apartheid ' s external 
wars . D 

troops, it seems, were still politi- William Minter writes regularly on south
cally invisible. The toll of South ern Africa . He is the author of King 

Solomon's Mines Revisted: Western 
Africa's wars over the past decade Interests and the Burdened History of 
has been enormous. According to a Southern Africa (Basic Books, 1986). 
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' Many people believe that the epic 
confrontation brewing in South 
Africa is between its apartheid 
regime and churches committed 
deeply to abolishing apartheid . But 
in fact, the churches are them
selves deeply divided-between 
those who would apply the radical 
demands of the Gospel for justice 
and peace, and others who are 
content merely to mouth empty 
resolutions against apartheid . 
These divisions have culminated in 
a widening rift between South 
African churches willing to take 
actions that risk the wrath of the 
state by calling openly for its 
ouster, and churches which will 
not cross that line. 

The recent publication of church 
manifestoes urging economic 
sanctions, civil disobedience and 
humanitarian aid to armed guerril
las have heightened the intra
church tensions. Most notable 
among those statements are: The 
affirmation by the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches (W ARC) 
that apartheid is a heresy, the 
Harare Document, the Lusaka 
Statement and the Kairos Docu
ment. 

It is important to realize that the 
South African regime is not hostile 
to the institutional church per se, 
and certainly not to all who call 
themselves Christians. It has the 
coziest of relations with the Dutch 
Reformed Churches and enjoys the 
support of a plethora of right-wing 
churches and pressure groups. 
Apartheid rulers have even learn
ed to live with a church that 
condemns it in word and resolu
tion. It is only those who call the 
churches to be obedient to the 
Gospel and to the countless resolu
tions which these churches have 
passed condemning apartheid that 
face the state's rage. And, if recent 
history is any guide, the institu
tional churches are very tentative 
about translating their many reso
lutions into action, despite their 
condemnations of apartheid. 

Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
prays during the December 1985 
conference of world church leaders that 
produced the "Harare Document" in the 
capital of Zimbabwe. Beside Archbishop 
Tutu is the Hon . Mrs. A.R. Jiagge of 
Ghana. 

South Africa's 
churches are 
deeply 
divided among 
themselves over 
how far to go . . 
1n opposing 
apartheid. 

From the time of their participa
tion in the colonial settlement of 
the sub-continent, the English
speaking churches (a designation 
commonly used to refer to Presby
terians and the United Congrega
tional Church) have, sometimes 
with intent and sometimes by 
default, tended to be on the side of 
the established order. However, 
this position has never allowed 
them to live with a good con
science. The majority of their mem
bers are black and therefore, in 
South Africa, oppressed. This ma
jority has always instinctively un
derstood the radical social de
mands of the Gospel in a manner 
that the early missionaries and 
subsequent church leadership 
(which has until very recently been 
almost exclusively white) have 
never quite comprehended. 

As institutions the churches 
have been disturbed by those of 
their own who suffered. They have 
protested against the cause of this 
suffering-but also shared in the 
benefits bestowed on a church 
which is prepared to conform to 
the status quo. In most western 
countries such benefits are im
mense. In South Africa it has 
meant that whites have rewarded 
the church by funding its many 
missionary and philanthropic pro
grams as a reward for sticking to a 
Gospel that gives priority to the life 
to come rather than to the affairs of 
the present. All this has made for a 
wealthy church, but one disturbed 
by a discontent among the majority 
of its members and challenged by a 
Gospel that contradicts the 
church's many social compro-
mises. 

The pe.rtinent question is whether 
the church can relocate itself on the 
side of the oppressed. 

The institutional church seems 
to have a historical inclination to 
side with the dominant socio-eco
nomic classes of each successive 
age. However, thisisnotwherethe 
Gospel requires the church to be. It 
is this that has given rise to 
prophets who have challenged the 
church to live true to its own 
identity. Some of these have been 
driven out of the church, others 
have stayed and suffered. Occa
sionally the church has quite expli
citly affirmed certain important 
principles and values of the Gospel 
as goals to be realized in the South 
African context. 

It is clear that the struggle for the 
renewal of the church has entered a 
new phase, clearly delineated by 
the recently published manifes
toes. 

This phase began with the 1982 
declaration of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches that "apar
theid is a sin, and that the moral 
theological justification of it is a 
travesty of the Gospel and, in its 
persistent disobedience to the 
Word of God, a theological here
sy." 

The English-speaking churches 
had never provided this kind of 
stark theological view, and they 
were quick to affirm the declara
tion, leaving the Dutch Reformed 
Churches to suffer the conse
quences of their sinfulness. A 
disturbing question soon emerged, 
however: " If the W ARC is correct 
that apartheid is a heresy, why 
have we not said so earlier?" The 
English-speaking churches were 
not allowed to escape the chal
lenge. Put bluntly, racism was 
entrenched within the structures 
and practices of these churches. 

If apartheid was indeed a sin and 
its theological justification a here
sy, then the church was obligated 
to help eradicate it. And after the 
government ignored the church's 
orderly protests, the churches 
raised the stakes: they endorsed 
the call for economic sanctions and 
civil disobedience, to give humani
tarian aid to guerrilla forces en
gaged in armed struggle against 
the regime, and to investigate 
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other ways of removing the gov
ernment from power. 

The churches themselves, how
ever, showed little enthusiasm for 
direct action, a reluctance that gave 
rise to a resolution at the South 
African Council of Churches' an
nual conference calling on Chris
tians to pray for an end to unjust 
rule. The churches had refused to 
engage in deliberate social, eco
nomic and political actions of re
sistance against the state. "Let 
Christians and churches then set 
aside a day on which to pray for the 
downfall of the government," said 
Allan Boesak, the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church leader who pro
posed the motion. "A theological 
Rationale and a Call for the End of 
Unjust Rule" was written by an 
ecumenical working group, and 
June 16, 1985 (the ninth anniver
sary of the Soweto massacre) wit
nessed the first organized public 
acts of prayer and worship for the 
downfall of the Pretoria govern
ment. 

As expected, civil authorities 
and the pro-apartheid churches 
emotionally attacked these rene
gade acts of worship. The tragedy 
was, however, that certain promi
nent leaders in the English-speak
ing churches joined this pro
apartheid attack on radio and TV. It 
was a dramatic and embarrassing 
sign of division within the English 
churches. 

The rift between those calling the 
church to be obedient to the radical 
demands of the Gospel and the 
traditional church leadership wi
dened to the point of rupture 
during the second half of 1985. In 
this climate the Kairos Document, 
sub-titled "a challenge to the 
churches," was published. It ack
nowledged that in "a limited, 
guarded and cautious way the 
theology (of the English-speaking 
churches) is critical of apartheid." 
Its major criticism of what it called 
"church theology" was, however, 
that its critique of apartheid re
mained at the level of principle, 
failing to produce realistic and 
specific actions designed to trans
form the oppressive South African 
situation. Over against this theolo
gy, the Kairos theologians affirmed 
a " prophetic theology" which 

Church and anti-apartheid leaders gathered in Lusaka, Zambia in May 1987, and 
drafted the "Lusaska Statement," which calls the churches toward greater opposition 
to apartheid and the South African regime. Pictured from left are Oliver Tambo, 

called the churches to identify 
themselves with the oppressed 
and against the oppressor. 

This approach left the South 
African Methodists, among others, 
very uneasy. The Methodists ar
gued that it implied "only two 
options-support for apartheid or 
for the strategy of peoples' organi
zations." This, the Methodists in
sisted, "we cannot accept." Their 
response indicates that at least 
significant sections of the institu
tional church rejected such radical 
choices, preferring a "third op
tion," which aligns itself with 
neither side in the intensifying 
South African conflict. 

All the English-speaking 
churches have (after long and 
polarizing debate) either accepted 
the Kairos Document for further 
study or adopted it with varying 
qualifications. It must be recalled, 
however, that no single debate 
revealed the latent divisions of the 
English-speaking churches in the 
way the Kairos Document did. 
These churches are simply not 
united in a realistic commitment to 
see an immediate end to apartheid. 
They are deeply divided and it is 
impossible to predict the extent to 
which they will ultimately join the 
struggle for a radically transformed 
South Africa. 
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"We affirm the unquestionable right 
of the people of Namibia and South 
Africa to secure justice and peace 
through the liberation movements. 
While remaining committed to peaceful 
change, we recognize that the nature of 
the South African regime which wages 
war against its own inhabitants and 
neighbors compels the movements to 
the use of force along with other means 
to end oppression. We call upon the 
churches and the international commu
nity to seek ways to give the affirmation 
practical effect in the struggle for 
liberation in the region and to 
strengthen their contacts with the 
liberation movements." 

The declaration is the closest the 
churches have ever come, in a 
formal statement, to legitimating 
the armed revolutionary struggle 
against the South African regime. 
The demands for the church to 
choose sides had again intensified. 

Predictions of an apocalyptic 
church-state confrontation in 
South Africa are off the mark. The 
major division is not between 
church and state, but both within 
the church and within the state. The 
struggle is for both the souls of the 
state and the church. 

president of the African National Congress; the Most Rev. Walter Makhulu , 
president of the World Council of Churches; and the Rev. C. F. Beyers Naude, 

. immediate past general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. 

Desmond Tutu, Allan Boesak, 
Frank Chikane and other leaders 
who have captured the attention of 
the media in their confrontation 
with the state are not representa
tive of the institutional church. 
They are ahead of the institutions 
they represent, calling their follow
ers forward in obedience to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

December 1985 saw South Afri
can church representatives meet 
with church leaders from around 
the world in neighboring Zim
babwe to write the Harare Declara
tion, a program of action designed 
to engage Christians in the fight 
against apartheid. It called for 
comprehensive economic sanc
tions, closer links with the libera
tion movements and the immedi
ate end to apartheid. Delegates 
were urged to return to their 
respective churches inside South 
Africa and around the world to 
intensify the struggle. In South 
Africa and abroad the Harare Dec
laration received a mixed response. 

Again it was evident that the 
church had no common mind 
concerning its essential commit
ment against South Africa. 

Eighteen months later, in May 
1987, South African and world 
church representatives again met. 
This time the meeting took place in 
Lusaka, Zambia and the southern 
African exiled liberation move
ments were full members of the 
conference. The purpose was es-
sentially to review progress made 
on the recommendations of the 

What must be recognized is that 
the poor and the oppressed (who 
are the majority within these 
churches) understand their call, 
even if as members they do not 
always respond to the call in an 
explicit and programmatic way. It 
is this that makes the church 
potentially such a dangerous insti
tution for the Botha regime. o 

Harare Declaration. The churches Charles Villa-Vicencio is associate profes-
sor and head of the Department of Religious 

had hardly implemented the kind Studies at the University of Cape Town , 
of action which was intended, and South Africa, and the author of Trapped in 
a stronger declaration followed: Apartheid, Orbis Books, 1988. 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER 1988 (369) 25 



1 1 

, I 

Frank 
Chikane 

By Ameen Akhalwaya 

Be 
bab' 
stra 
!ror 
~le• 
que 
B 

fun 
nat 
~ 

des 
rac 
he 

Ulli 
1 

ag 
in 
!ri 

b~ 

F1 

u 

~I 



He is a short, stocky man with a 
baby face. In casual conversation, a 
stranger might get the impression 
from his affability that he is a 
pleasant little man of little conse
quence. 

But that would grossly underes
timate the resilience and determi
nation of the Rev. Frank Chikane, a 
man of God who has vowed to 
destroy apartheid, the system of 
racial superiority and segregation 
he condemns as "criminal and 
inhuman." 

The perpetrators of apartheid 
certainly don't dismiss him. They 
have hounded and humiliated him 
by locking him in jail, but they have 
not been able to deter him. For 
Chikane is very much a symbol of 
the new generation that has lived 
its entire life under the yolk of 
institutionalized racism. 

Born in Johannesburg 37 years 
ago, Chikane showed his potential 
in 1971 by graduating with honors 
from a high school in Soweto, the 
giant township outside Johannes
burg.· 

The son of a minister in the small 
Apostolic Faith Mission, a Pente
costal Charismatic denomination, 
Frank Chikane enrolled at the 
University of the North, a ''bush 
college" established for blacks 
north of Johannesburg, where he 
planned to study science. 

As a strategy of apartheid, the 
government had set up bush col
leges for various ethnic groups, 
perhaps in the belief that they 
would produce docile, grateful 
graduates who would eventually 
help develop ethnic homelands it 
had set up. Instead, the black 
campuses became hives of anti
apartheid activity as the Biko-led 
South African Students' Organiza
tion, espousing the exclusivist phi
losophy of Black Consciousness 
(BC) was formed. 

Chikane became a campus activ
ist, and soon he was detained 
without trial. He never completed 
his science degree. Supporters of 
apartheid, unable to credit blacks 
with much intelligence, dismiss as 
"communists" black people who 
dare to challenge the status quo. 
They have never quite come to 
terms with the strong religious 
streak that runs through black 

Frank Chikane 
leads the South 
African Council of 
Churches in a 
battle for justice 
and liberation 

South African families. For exam
ple, clerics have been among the 
early leaders of the outlawed Afri
can National Congress. 

That streak is still evident, as 
Frank Chikane proved when he 
gave up his science studies to 
formally enter religion. In 1979, he 
completed four years training as a 
pastor with. the Apostolic Faith 
Mission. He was ordained the 
following year and he continued 
correspondence study for a degree 
in theology through the University 
of South Africa. 

It was no coincidence that as the 
gove r nment cracked down 
throughout the 1970s against the 
BC movement (at the time the only 
legitimate extra-parliamentary op
position to Pretoria), religious lead
ers continued the non-violent fight 
against apartheid . Foremost 
among them was Desmond Tutu. 
The charismatic Anglican leader 
became enemy number one to 
apartheid supporters. 

Bishop Tutu was elected to the 
high-profile post of general secre
tary of the South African Council of 
Churches (SACC), and enmity 
grew against him in pro-apartheid 
circles as he gained greater inter
national prominence. In the back
ground, younger men such as 
Frank Chikane and Allan Boesak, a 
leader of the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church, were preparing to 
become the new generation of 
turbulent clerics so despised by 
politicians who believe religion has 
no place in everyday life. 

This separation of the secular 
and the religious is not peculiar to 
politicians . In 1981, Chikane' s 
church suspended him for a year, 
because of his involvement in 

politics. "I had appeared in the 
press/ ' he recalls. 

Meanwhile, for a variety of rea
sons, the BC movement was being 
nudged into the background by 
restive youth who favor ed a 
multi-racial strategy in fighting 
apartheid, an approach already 
favored by the outlawed African 
National Congress and other 
groups. This was formalized in the 
launch of the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) in 1983, specifically to 
oppose the government's creation 
of a separate and inferior chamber 
of parliament , for " coloured" 
(mixed race) people and those of 
Indian origin. 

Chikane was among the UDF 
leaders. He was elected a vice
chairman. He also played a major 
role in the Free Mandela Cam
paign, which seeks the release of 
jailed black political leaders. With 
several other UDF leaders, Chi
kane was again detained by the 
police, then charged with treason, 
but acquitted in November 1985. 

The emergence of the UDF and a 
grouping sympathetic to BC, the 
National Forum, allowed the 
SACC to take a lower political 
profile. However, it became obvi
ous that the government would 
sooner or later act against the 
political alliances, and the SACC 
would have to re-emerge as a 
conscience of the oppressed. 

Nobel laureate Tutu, due to 
become Archbishop of Cape Town, 
was succeeded as SACC general 
secretary by Dr . C . F. Beyers 
Naude. Now 72, Mr. Naude, the 
gentle, soft-spoken Afrikaner and 
ex-Dutch Reformed Church min
ister who was banned by the 
government for championing the 
cause of the oppressed, made it 
clear that he was taking the SACC 
position as a caretaker. 

The Dutch Reformed Church, of 
which many government leaders 
are members, is politically the most 
influential. In contrast, the SACC 
is at loggerheads with the govern
ment, and many apartheid sup
porters see it as a pseudo-religious 
political group. 

Thus, anyone who occupies its 
hottest seat, that of general secre
tary, is automatically thrust into 
the limelight. Pro-apartheid activ-
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Top, P. W. Botha, state president of South Africa; 
below, longtime anti-apartheid activist 

the Rev. C.F. Beyers Naude, who preceded 
Mr. Chikane as general secretary of the 

South African Council of Churches . 
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ists examine his every statement, 
every action, for confirmation that 
he is a revolutionary; anti-apar
theid activists similarly examine 
his role for any indication that he 
might be going soft on apartheid . 

In July 1987, Naude stepped 
down and Chikane was elected 
SACC general secretary. Obvious
ly there would be comparisons 
between his actions and those of 
Tutu and Naude. Says Chikane: 
"People have different gifts and 
qualities, and we are also called 
into the ministry in different ways, 
so no person is going to be like 
another." 

But while activists accept Chi
kane' s anti-apartheid commit
ment, BC questioned his neutrali
ty, as general secretary of the 
SACC which caters for people of 
various political persuasions, in 
their ideological conflict with the 
UDF. Many SACC followers are 
also members of Inkatha, headed 
by Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, with 
whom Chikane, like Tutu, has not 
seen eye to eye. 

Chikane downplays the divi
sions that sometimes flare up 
among black opposition groups: 
"The Church has to be open all the 
time. I don' t agree with (State 
President) P.W. Botha at all, but I 
have a ministry to carry out. If I 
don' t agree with a person, it does 
not mean I cannot minister to 
him/her. That' s the role I am going 
to play in the SACC-of helping all 
South Africans to realize that God 
wants justice." 

Regarding the Black Conscious
ness movement, Chikane says: 
"BC was a necessary development 
in the history of the struggle in 
South Africa. My participation in 
the UDF was not necessarily based 
on a rejection of the Black Con
sciousness philosophy. I went 
there because the UDF concept was 
the best possible in which the 
government's new constitution 
could be opposed. 

"I'm interested in dealing with 
the evil. I'm not sold to an ideolo
gy. I don't believe an ideology is an 
end in itself. It's a means to an end. 
If it becomes an end in itself, it's no 
longer serving the purpose." 

Chikane laments the fact that 
differing ideological persuasions 

His self-defined 
role is to 
help all South 
Africans realize 
that God wants 
justice for 
their country. 

among the black opposition have, 
in his view, blurred the sacrifices 
made by many of the movement's 
heroes such as Nelson Mandela 
and Steve Biko. 

"It's a tragedy in the black 
community that people have al
lowed the (apartheid) system to do 
it," says Chikane "and until our 
people open their eyes and minds 
to realize that we are at war, that 
this regime is sophisticated and is 
going to use every method to 
frustrate the struggle, then I'm 
afraid we are going to go through a 
painful process." 

Chikane was in the SACC hot 
seat less than a year before the 
government used a traditional 
method to frustrate its opponents. 
In February, it restricted the activi
ties of 18 organizations, including 
the UDF and the Azanian People's 
Organization (AZAPO), as well as 
the giant labor federation, the 
Congress of SA Trade Unions 
(Cosatu). 

Chikane, Tutu, Boesak and other 
church leaders staged an illegal 
march on parliament in Cape Town 
to present a petition protesting the 
restrictions. They were arrested, 
but then released without charge. 
It showed again how, when popu
lar organizations are outlawed, 
church leaders step into the 
breach. 

Immediately, another church
state crisis was triggered as Presi
dent Botha and the churchmen 
again became embroiled in a series 
of acrimonious public exchanges. 
Chikane says: "The SACC is an 
ecumenical organization which has 
a mission to minister to the needs 
of the South African people, and it 

has tried its level best to do that. In 
fact if' the SACC wasn't here, 
victims of apartheid would be in 
more difficulties than they are 
now." 

One impending difficulty loom
ing over the SACC is Pretoria' s 
threat to cut off foreign funds to 
anti-apartheid groups. In May, 
Chikane, Naude and other church 
leaders met government ministers 
of some western European coun
tries, and the Pope. Their mission 
was to urge the politicians to 
dissuade Pretoria from cutting off 
the funds . If Pretoria carries out its 
threat, the SACC would be hit the 
hardest, for it relies heavily on 
foreign funds for its non-violent 
anti-apartheid work. At the same 
time, the church leaders have 
urged Pretoria' s trading partners to 
widen economic sanctions against 
South Africa. 

It is a call that puts Chikane and 
his colleagues at greater physical 
risk. But, as he said when he was 
chosen SACC general secretary, 
"I've been in the firing line any
way. In South Africa, mysterious 
attacks by right-wing elements on 
anti-apartheid activists have often 
gone unsolved." That is why the 
neat Soweto home Frank Chikane 
shares with his wife, Kagiso 0. 
Chikane, and their sons Obankeng 
(seven) and Otlile (three), is pro
tected by a security fence. 

"If you stand for the Gospel and 
for what the church should be in an 
evil society, you'll be in trouble," 
says Chikane. "The mission of the 
church in an unjust society is to 
work for the Kingdom of God 
against (evil) practices." 

Frank Chikane is a man of God, a 
man of faith, who will continue to 
be driven by the fact that he wants 
to see justice done in a country of 
manifestly unjust laws. o 

Ameen Akhalwaya, a former Nieman Fel
low in journalism at Harvard University, is 
editor of The Indicator, an alternative 
newspaper published in Johan nesburg, 
South Africa. 
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In the wake of the banning of m~ny 
anti-apartheid leaders and organiza
tions throughout South Africa, the 
churches have taken on an ever-larger 
role in the struggle for freedom and 
justice. Many church leaders in partic
ular have become prominent and re
spected national leaders . Among them 
are the Rt. Rev. Desmond Tutu , 
Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town 
and 1984 Nobel laureate for peace, and 
the Rev. Allan Boesak, moderator of the 
Dutch Reformed Mission Ch~rch an~ a 
local pastor in Cape Town. Hzs election 
in 1982 as president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(W ARC) catapulted him onto the 
South African and world stage as a bold 
leader against apartheid. Throughout 
the 1980s, Mr. Boesak has been a 
forthright, articulate and courage~us 
pastor and spokesman. The following 
remarks are excerpted from a recent 
sermon delivered by Mr. Boesak at S! . 
George's Cathedral in Cape Town m 
response to government th~eats .ag_ainst 
the church's anti-apartheid mmzstry · 

It doesn't matter whether they ban 
us, it doesn't matter whether they 
threaten us, it doesn't matter 
whether they throw us in jail, it 
doesn't matter whether they tell us 
that we have been inspired by I 
don't know whom. The point they 
must hear very clearly is tha~ the 
church in South Africa has deaded 
we have work to do in this country, 
and we shall continue to do that 
work until freedom comes for our 
people and the demands of ~od' s 
justice are met in South Africa. 

As long as apartheid exists, we 
have work to do. As long as our 
people are detained, we have work 
to do. As long as the church and 
our people are being threatened, 
we have work to do. And as long as 
there are officials in the South 
African government who think 

Opposite page, angry South Af!ican . 
clergy leaders march in solidarity against 
recently im7?°sed fur.ther cra~~ow.ns 
against anti-apartheid opposition m 
February 1988. From left: Dr. !<Jtoza 
Ngoja, president of the ¥ethodist 
Church of Southern Africa; Ro~n 
Catholic Archbishop Stephen Naidoo; 
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu; 
Dr. Allan Boesak, moderator of the 
Dutch Reformed Mission Church; and 
the Rev. Frank Chikane, general . 
secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches. 

A prominent anti
apartheid pastor 
affirms his church's 
obedience to God, 
not South Africa 

Boesak: 'Jesus Christ is Lord' 

they are God, we have work to do. 
Frequently we read of govern

ment ministers who threaten us, 
saying, "Toe the line or else." I 
don't want to argue with those 
threats . I just want to know where 
these men get the arrogance to tell 
the church of God that we must 
"toe the line." Whose line must we 
toe? There is only one line we must 
toe, and that is God's line. 

The government says we must 
stick to the Christian message. But 
isn't that a problem when you 
belong to a church that has ~or. so 
many years distorted the Chnstian 
message to such an extent that no 
one in the Dutch Reformed Church 
recognizes the truth anymore? 
That is the problem when you are a 
member of a church that calls itself 
Reformed, but has in fact denied 
every basic tenet of the Reformed 
tradition. That is the problem when 
you belong to a church that does 
not have the courage and guts to 
teach its people what justice and 
peace mean in South Afric.a t~day 
because it is the church which is so 
closely aligned with the status q~o 
and the perpetuation of apartheid 

We know the Christian message 
is to feed the poor and clothe the 
naked; to fight for justice; to say 
that peace without ju~tice is im
possible in South Africa as any-

where else in the world; to say that 
a government which ~o~s ~? 
justice and deni.es. God ~s .illegiti
mate and will die ignomiruously. 

It is true that government minis
ters can do with us anything they 
want, anytime. The goverru:nent ?f 
South Africa thinks it can kill us m 
the streets and that nothing will 
happen to it. But it does not matt~r 
in the end, because those men m 
Pretoria are destined to hear the 
Word of God from the Church of 
Jesus Christ in South Africa. 

We are entering a new phase of 
persecution of the church in this 
country, but there can be no turn
ing back. Those of you who have 
decided to follow Jesus Christ must 
follow him now, even into the 
streets of South Africa, and into the 
face of the guns, the water cannons 
and the tear gas. 

The church's witness in South 
Africa today will stand or fall on 
our faithfulness to confront the 
government in the evil it persists in 
doing. We will be challenged and 
tested, pushed to the limit. When 
the government passes a law that 
will prohibit our churches from 
getting funds from abr?ad becau~e 
our actions are subversive, that will 
be another challenge. 

But the real issue will not be 
money. It will be .whet~er the 
church in South Africa will allow 
the government, a secular institu
tion, an un-Christian body, to tell 
the church what our mission and 
message should be. But I say to the 
government: There should be no 
doubt that the church will not 
allow the government to dictate 
what its mission should be. 

And amidst all these warnings, 
all these threats and jailings, we in 
the church have but one thing to 
proclaim, that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

I want to say this as calmly as I 
can, Mr. Government Minister. 
You can threaten us all you like· Let 
your security police terrorize our 
children, come into the streets and 
into our churches and massacre us, 
because Jesus Christ is Lord. The 
battle is on, but no government can 
challenge the living God and sur
vive. That, Mr. Minister, is the 
good news for the people of God, 
and the bad news for you. 

Jesus Christ is Lord. 0 
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By Donald Woods 

South Africa tightens its grip on the 
flow of information about apartheid 

There are many countries in the two decades before the last lights of 
world today that do not have a free significant press freedom were 
press, and most of them have turned off. 
never known press freedom. But Prominent newspapers that out
South Africa is one of the few that spokenly resisted state control and 
once had it, but no longer does . In forcefully criticized every stage 
fact, the South African government along the apartheid route were the 
has turned the clock so far back that Rand Daily Mail ofJohannesburg, the 
there is today less press freedom Cape Times of Cape Town, the Natal 
than there was 150 years ago. Witness of Pietennaritzburg, the 

Under British colonial rule in Sunday Tribune of Durban and the 
1832 two journalists, Thomas Prin- Daily Dispatch of East London. Also 
gle and James Fairbairn, cam- finnly opposed, though more un
paigned for and established the derstatedly, were The Star of Johan
right to publish uncensored re- nesburg, the Sunday Times and the 
ports and editorials, and this right Evening Post of Port Elizabeth, later 
was effectively maintained until joined by The Wo rld-a white-
1948, when the Afrikaaner Nation- owned paperaimedatblackreaders. 
alist Party came to power. Among the major dailies the two 

In order to impose the 317 racial most outspoken were undoubtedly 
laws known as the apartheid laws, the Rand Daily Mail and the Daily 
the new administration needed a Dispatch, of which I was editor from 
compliant press, and half the coun- 1965 to 1977, when I was arrested 
try's newspapers-printed in the and banned for publishing an 
Afrikaans language-were imme- editorial about the killing of Steve 
diately supportive. The other half, Biko, the young leader of the Black 
the English-language newspapers, Consciousness Movement. 
were not as cooperative, and a Banning meant that I was for
number of them were to fight a bidden by state decree (which 
running battle with the South could not be challenged in any 
African government for more than court) to write anything for a 
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period of five years; forbidden to 
speak with or even be in a room 
with more than one other person, 
apart from my wife and children; 
forbidden to travel, speak publicly 
or be quoted in any South African 
publication. I was even forbidden 
to enter any printing premises, and 
my house was placed under state 
surveillance, with all telephone 
calls monitored and all mail inter
cepted by the Security Police. 

The banning was the culmina
tion of many governmental at
tempts to punish me for criticizing 
the government in print. At first 
they tried to use the statute law
there were 23 laws limiting and 
prescribing what could be pub
lished-but these attempts had 
not, up to 1977, been successful. 

Between 1948 and 1977 the South 
African government had enacted a 
new range of laws which gave 
government ministers enormous 
power to curb the opposition 
press. For example, it was made a 
crime to publish any military news 
without the permission of the 
military, or to publish anything 
about prisons without permission 



'ij 
of the prisons department. In 1979 111 

it was made illegal to publish 
anything derogatory about the 
South African police without the 
permission of the police ministry. 

For the most part, however, the 
South African government relied 
on harassment of newspaper pro
prietors to bring editors to heel. 
Notable editors who were removed 
in this way from their posts in
cluded Laurence Gandar, Ray
mond Louw and Allister Sparks, 
successive editors of the Rand Daily 
Mail, and Anthony Heard, editor 
of the 'Cape Times . 

The only editor to be imprisoned 
without trial was the late Percy 
Qoboza, editor of The World, who 
was placed under detention, in
communicado, for several months 
in 1977. I was the first South 
African editor to be banned, 
though the govemment had al
ready banned a number of report
ers between 1972 and 1977. After 
1977 the government cracked 
down further on newspapers, ef
fectively closing down the Rand 
Daily Mail in 1984. 

Only one consideration has ever 
deterred the apartheid regime from 
exercising all its power to order the 
closure of newspapers-fear of the 1 

reaction from the United States and 
Britain. The close relationship be
tween many South African journal
ists and their counterparts in the 
United States and the United 
Kingdom has long meant there was 
a strong .built-in pressure group in 
both countries which would react 
strongly to such closures-possi
bly even to the extent of calling for 
economic sanctions. 

As fear of such sanctions has 
been the South African govern
ment' s main dread for nearly 15 
years-the principal priority in 
South African foreign policy has 
been to try to prevent sanctions
and as the United States and the 
United Kingdom are the two key 
powers still protecting South Afri- , 
ca from comprehensive mandatory 
sanctions by exercising their veto 
in the Security Council of the 
United Nations, Pretoria was for a 
long time reluctant to risk alienat
ing its two protectors on the one 
issue, press freedom, about which 
they were especially sensitive. 
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But Pretoria' s priorities changed ed the censorship without strong 
in 1984 with the flare-up of resis- protest but reacted positively to 
tance in the black townships. The some manifestations of it. For 
images being transmitted to example, when pro-government 
American and British television- media presented as fact matters 
of white police and soldiers en- which would previously have been 
forcing brutal power-were in Pre- disputed in an open press, state
toria' s view inflicting far more ments were made which indicated 
harm to the image of the South that the " facts" had been accepted 
African regime abroad than the as fact rather than as allegation. 
imposition of censorship would. To be more specific, when South 

So, for the first time, outright Africa' s state-controlled media 
censorship was initiated under were forbidden to publish a state
Emergency Regulations to stop the ment by Oliver Tambo, the presi
damaging images and reports. dent-general of the African Na-

Initially, the American and Brit- tional Congress, condemning the 
ish protests were headed off with "necklace" killings in which sus
Pretoria' s excuse that the censor- pected informers were burnt to 
ship of the media was a temporary death, it was widely accepted 
measure-that U.S. and British among white South Africans that 
television crews could re-enter the the killings were actually ordered 
country once the "disturbances" by the ANC as alleged in the 
were quelled. pro-government media. Such dis-

But as time went by it came to be tortions by the Afrikaans-language 
accepted abroad that South African press were not new-what was 
censorship was working in the new was that there were no longer 
United States and Britain as well as any major daily English-language 
in the country itself. Public opinion newspapers allowed or prepared 
in both countries was no longer to contradict such distortions. 
being outraged by the televised And that was only the begin
and photographed images of re- ning. Emboldened further by its 
pression-the apartheid issue was successful censorship of news at 
simply receding from the arena of home and abroad, the South Afri
public concern abroad. can government went further than 

Emboldened by this, the South usual in its attacks on the United 
African government reimposed the Democratic Front and on anti
emergency regulations and apartheid leaders like Archbishop 
cracked down further on the South Desmond Tutu and the Rev. Allan 
African media. The Catholic- Boesak, and finally went so far as to 
backed publication, New Nation ban 18 dissident organizations in 
was closed and its editor, Zwe- March 1988 without any strong 
lakhe Sisulu, kept in prison with- reaction at home, in Britain or in 
out trial. Another courageous America. Pretoria had discovered 
paper, the Weekly Mail, formed by what Goebbels and Hitler had 
some of the former members of the known 50 years ago-that news 
Rand Daily Mail staff, became the management internally is benefi
next target placed under warning cial externally. That even critical 
by the South African government. foreign governments can tolerate 
And as Pretoria found that it could outrageous policies if their citizens 
get away with censorship are not allowed to see the results in 
abroad-that it could in fact benefit pictures or in print. 
from it- so it found itself benefit- Sadly, some British and Ameri
ing within the country itself in can television networks and news
terms of domestic politics. papers opted to keep their bureaus 

South Africans, bludgeoned for in South Africa under the new 
years with propaganda from our dispensation without always re
state-controlled television, radio minding their viewers and readers 
and much of the press, were by and that their reports were censored. 
large ripe for the complete propa- When governments set the pa
ganda of censorship. The over- rameters of reportage so compre
whelming majority of whites, and hensively short of what is normal 
even some blacks, not only accept- reportage in a normal democracy, 
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almost anything reported from 
such a country contributes to dis
tortion if the abnormal constraints 
are seldom referred to . 

To give an example, it is known 
in a number of informed quarters 
within South Africa and abroad 
that there have been well over a 
hundred armed clashes between 
guerrillas of the ANC and units of 
the South African army or police, 
on South African soil, since the 
imposition of the emergency regu
lations . Yet this fact has not been 
reflected in any major newspapers 
or broadcast in the U.S. or Britain. 
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The last edition of the small Cape Town newspaper South to reach newsstands before banning by the government in 1988. 

The South African government 
does not want Americans or Brit
ons to read about blacks fighting 
whites, so that kind of news is 
concealed. But the South African 
government does want Americans 
and Britons to read about blacks 
fighting blacks, so that kind of 
reportage is encouraged under the 
term "black-on-black violence." 

The impression is thereby creat
ed that there is no serious black 
challenge to white authority, and 
that "black-on-black violence" is 
the only kind of violence going on. 
And though it represents only a 

fractional proportion of a regional 
conflict in Natal, it is represented 
as widespread, providing an image 
of enormous disunity among 
blacks across the nation. 

If the South African government 
really believed its own propagan
da-that blacks are riven with 
factional dissension-it would give 
blacks the vote immediately to 
prove to all the world that this is so. 

But it is precisely because Pre
toria knows how solidly united 
most blacks in South Africa are on 
the basics, and how potentially at 
one they would be if allowed basic 

civil rights, that the South African 
government continues to deprive 
them of the vote. o 

Donald Woods, former editor of the Daily 
Dispatch in East London, South Africa, 
now lives in Sussex, England with his 
family. He is the author of Biko, a profile of 
the Black Consciousness leader who died in 
detention in 1977, and Asking for Trou
ble, an autobiography. 
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By Michael J. Berlin 

An international pariah, South Africa 
has very few friends left in the world 
As early as the 1950s and 1960s, the 
debates, resolutions and educa
tional materials emerging from the 
United Nations became a major 
factor in establishing as an unchal
lenged thesis-accepted from 
Brooklyn to Bombay-that the 
apartheid system in South Africa is 
innately evil and that the interna
tional community has a moral 
obligation to take collective action 
to end it. This consensus was all 
the more effective because it was 
one of the few issues on which East 
and West could agree in those Cold 
War years, when there was as yet 
no "Third World" and when the 
international organization enjoyed 
its honeymoon with the public. 

Since that time, international 
pressure on South Africa has in
tensified, but its effectiveness in 
forcing the white minority regime 
to come to terms with the black 
majority has been limited by differ
ences over what joint actions are 
appropriate. These differences, 
unchanged through the years, 
manifest themselves in every U.N. 
debate and vote. The real clash has 
been in the Security Council, 
where the United States and other 
western powers have cast their 
votes to defeat what otherwise 
would be legally binding resolu
tions imposing extensive sanctions 
on the Pretoria government
sanctions supported by a growing 
majority of nations. 

Over the last 10 years, the anti-:
apartheid campaign the U.N. has 
been able to generate has remained 
on a plateau. The demands put 
forward by the General Assembly, 
where no veto power exists (but 
where resolutions are recommen-

dations, not mandatory edicts), 
have remained rhetorical, ex
treme-but unrealistic. Through
out the Reagan Administration, 
with its policy of "constructive 
engagement" with South Africa, 
the Security Council has been able 
only to condemn Pretoria's ex
cesses, while Washington pursues 
its policy bilaterally. Nevertheless, 
anti-apartheid pressures have in
creased outside the U.N.--on col
lege campuses, in church groups, 
through national legislation, by 
means of corporate and bank cut
backs in dealings with South Afri
ca, and as the result of events 
inside the country. 

The coming year will see the 
juncture of three political elements 
that are likely to have a major 
influence on many global issues, 
including those in southern Africa. 
One is a new Soviet policy toward 
regional disputes (and a greater 
willingness to use the U.N. as a 
forum for neutralizing them). The 
second is the advent of a new 
American president, which will 
mean either a minor or a major 
change in U.S. policy toward South 
Africa. And the third is the current 
warming in Soviet-American bilat
eral relations, which has always 
been a pre-requisite for U.N. effec
tiveness. These factors could lead 
to an increased use of the U. N. as a 
mechanism by which to increase 
pressure against South Africa. But 
they could just as easily produce 
policies that are equally activist, 
but continue to bypass the U.N. 

The U.N. role in the anti-apar
theid campaign was initiated at the 
very first General Assembly in 
1946, when India protested legisla-
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tion discriminating against South 
Africans of Indian origin. The 
wider question of the apartheid 
system has been debated each year 
since 1952 and has been the subject 
of hundreds of resolutions. 

South Africans still maintain that 
the U.N. cannot legally debate 
apartheid because its Charter bans 
its interference in the domestic 
affairs of other nations. But all 
other nations accept the argument 
that the enormity of a system of 
legalized discrimination and the 
threat it poses to peace are over
riding justifications for interna
tional activism. 

The Security Council debated 
the issue for the first time in 1960 
and called for the end of apartheid 
after the March 21 massacre of 69 
protesters in Sharpeville. 

"No one thought these resolu
tions would topple the govern
ment," said Botswana's U.N. Am
bassador, Legwaila Joseph Leg
waila, referring to the gamut of 
U.N. actions, ''but pressure has 
been exerted on a continuing basis. 
That is not a small thing. Today, 
people assume it is moral to combat 
an evil incarnate." Frank Ferrari, 
the long-time executive director of 
the African-American Institute, 
said that the U.N. spotlight " took 
apartheid out of the category of an 
African problem and made it the 
concern of all nations. There was 
no other arena but the U.N., and it 
forced governments to evolve na
tional policy, to pay attention. By 
the sixties, racism and apartheid 
were declared unacceptable. But 
the inability of the world to do 
anything about it was also set." 

In 1962, the Assembly estab-
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~ meeting 01 the Security Council of the United Nations: No one expected U.N. resolutions to end apartheid, but the 
internationa organization did make apartheid a worldwide concern. 

ished what has become the Special 
:::ommittee Against Apartheid (an 
ntergovernmental body) and a 
'1nit in the Secretariat called the 
Center Against Apartheid. These 
have been authorized to go beyond 
the adoption of legislation and the 
dissemination of facts, to actively 
proselytize against the bias inher
ent in the South African system. 

In 1963, the Security Council 
urged a voluntary arms embargo 
against South Africa. This was 

made mandatory in 1977, after the also recognized two liberation 
death of jailed activist Steven Biko, movements, the African National 
when Andrew Young was the Congress of South Africa (ANC) 
Carter Administration's U.N. Am- and the Pan Africanist Congress of 
bassador. It was the first and only Azania (PAC) as "the authentic 
mandatory sanction ever imposed representatives of the overwhelm
against a U.N. member state. ing majority of the South African 

The Assembly took its ultimate people" and permitted them to 
actions against South Africa in participate in Assembly debates . 
1974, when it ousted Pretoria's Since the seventies, U.N. resolu
delegation from participation in tions and debates have modified 
the work of the Assembly and its somewhat in tone. "The Special 
subsidiary bodies. The Assembly Committee and the Assembly are 
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more realistic," said Sotirios Mou- Christiaan W.V.M. Kamp, a politi
souris, who has headed the Center cal officer at South Africa's U.N. 
Against Apartheid for the' last year. Mission. He argued that only the 
"There's no more shouting." There black population of South Africa 
have also been new and effective and neighboring black countries 
consciousness-raising techniques, would be hurt by tighter sanctions, 
such as a blacklist of athletes and and that these could cause "a 
entertainers who have had links to swing to the right and a stiffening 
South Africa. These have served to of backs" among South African 
make a new segment of the west- whites because "people don't like 
em public aware of the campaign to be told what to do by outsiders." 
against apartheid. The Assembly This is in essence the Reagan 
has instituted a voluntary embargo Administration's view as well. But 
on oil shipments to South Africa. U.N. officials maintain that sanc
Its annual report, naming viola- tions strengthen the hands of those 
tors, has forced Pretoria to pay a inside South Africa who want 
premium to evade detection. Other reform. "White South Africans 
elements of the U.N. campaign have to learn that if they don't 
have been less effective. There are change it will get bloodier. The way 
seminars, conferences, research to make them aware is sanctions," 
papers. U.N. insiders believe the said one ranking U.N. official. 
quality of the written material and Although some question the ef
the impact of the programming fectiveness of U.N. actions, South 
could have been stronger, but see Africa has taken them very 
some improvement since the ad- seriously. Kamp says the Special 
ventofMousouris. The ceremonial Committee and the U.N. Center 
actions also include special As- have sent a "steady flow" of biased 
sembly sessions, the celebration of information and funding to "far
four memorial days each year left"groups in western countries. 
(March 21, June 16, August 9 and These "small, loud groups" influ
October 11) and the proclamation ence "do-gooders like the Method
of two anti-apartheid years (1982 ists," he said, and press the U.S. 
and 1987). The U.N. administers Congress to "take decisions under 
three under-financed trust funds the false impression that they rep
designed to provide relief and resent a broad majority." The Cen
education for South African refu- ter, for example, ran teach-ins for 
gees, and for the dissemination of campus activities, helping to ener
anti-apartheid information. gize the divestment campaigns at 

Although the Assembly has pro- universities around the United 
posed far broader sanctions, west- States, said Kamp. American Am
ern opposition in the Council has bassador Jeane Kirkpatrick pro
prevented any step beyond the tested to Secretary General Javier 
1977 arms embargo. Perez de Cuellar, and Center 

South Africans still maintain a director, Enuga Reddy, who had 
permanent mission at the U .N., dedicated his career to the anti
deal with the Secretary-General apartheid cause, was replaced. 
and participate in Security Council Others, equally dedicated to the 
debates. They have virtually anti-apartheid campaign, view the 
stopped paying the U.N. dues they U.N. effort in recent years as 
are assessed. They say the organi- wasteful and minimally effective. 
zation remains useful to them as a Michael Clough of the Council on 
public forum and as a place where Foreign Relations said there was a 
contacts with African nations and ''bankruptcy of ideas" at the U.N. 
others who have broken formal Botswana's Ambassador Legwaila 
relations with them can be main- agreed that "we are not being 
tained behind the scenes. creative enough to think of other 

They minimize the impact of the ways beyond sanctions" to have an 
sports and culture boycotts, the impact on South Africa. Donald 
arms embargo and the limits on oil Easum, a former Assistant Secre
purchases. These "made South tary of State for Africa who now 
Africa stronger; they were almost a heads the African-American Insti
p o siti ve development," said tute, believes that although the 
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South Africa 
sti II maintains 
a permanent 
mission 
at the U.N. 
even though it 
has been ejected 
from the 
General Assembly 

Dr. Jeane Kirkpatrick, who served as 
President Reagan's envoy to the 
United Nations for many years in 
the 1980s. 

U.N. has trained world attention 
on the apartheid issue, " the U.N. 
has not done enough to relieve 
African nations of economic de
pendence on South Africa," and 
has not been effective enough in 
shaping public opinion in the 
West. ' 'The American people listen 
more to what unions and churches 
are saying, especially from within 
South Africa," he said. 

The debate over the U.N.'s cur
rent stage of effectiveness may well 
be academic because the ultimate 
weapon at its command- strong 
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The U.N. 
spotlight 
took apartheid 
out of 
the category 
of an 'African 
problem' and 
made it the 
concern 
of all nations 

Andrew Young, U.S. Ambassador to the 
U.N. during the Presidency of Jimmy 
Carter in the 1970s. 

economic sanctions-has been 
withheld. U.N. officials agree in 
private that such measures alone 
will not end apartheid any more 
than the attempts at military inter
vention by guerrilla groups based 
outside the country are likely to 
topple the present government. 
But without the viable threat of 
sanctions, they say, the West's 
policy toward South Africa consists 
of all carrot and no stick. Unilateral 
actions have been instituted by the 
Scandinavian countries, the Euro
pean Community and the U.S. 

Congress (over President Reagan's 
veto) . But South Africa is not hurt 
by any one nation's action. The 
cutoff of American passenger serv
ice was a bonanza for British 
Airways . Japanese, Italian and 
West German companies were 
waiting in line to replace the 
American corporations that divest
ed. American banks are quietly 
extending credits to South Africa 
after curtailing them in 1985 and 
1986 in the single most potent act of 
economic pressure. New sanctions 
under consideration on Capitol 
Hill would have little effect-un
less they become universal. 

Even the limited sanctions im
posed in 1986 by Congress would 
have real bite if adopted by the 
Security Council, obliging other 
nations to honor them. The air 
rights ban would give South Afri
can whites, especially business
men, a chilling sense of isolation. 
Coal sales would decline signifi
cantly. Even more painful would 
be a true cutoff of oil supplies, the 
only resource in which South Afri
ca is not self-sufficient. Most pain
ful of all would be an end to world 
purchases of strategic minerals, 
which constitute 40 percent of 
South African exports. 

But such a policy poses practical 
political problems . Economists 
warn that apart from the impact on 
South African blacks and the 
neighboring nations of Africa, Brit
ain would be more damaged by 
such sanctions than South Africa 
itself. The oil cutoff may prove 
impossible without a military 
blockade. Japan, Italy, West Ger
many and France also would be 
hard hit by such moves. The 
United States would have to de
pend on stockpiles or politically 
unreliable nations for strategic 
minerals. In short, what seems 
morally imperative and politically 
logical in a Security Council resolu
tion is actually far more complicat
ed; too complicated for negotiation 
through U.N. mechanisms, even 
U.N. officials and African diplo
mats agree. 

now the law of the land in America. 
The impact on western allies, Japan 
and the African "front-line states" 
would have to be weighed and 
compensated for to some extent 
(by subsidies to the Africans, for 
example). The package could then 
be brought to the Security Council 
for approval. 

Such a process would be a strong 
signal to South Africa, would be 
popular domestically and would 
enable the West to negotiate with 
Pretoria armed with stick as well as 
carrot. The way could be paved 
with a Soviet-4merican under
standing on southern Africa, end
ing the Cuban role in neighboring 
Angola. This would ease the 
fear-long a strong talking point 
for the South Africans-that con
cessions by Pretoria would lead to a 
Marxist takeover. 

It is equally possible, th~ugh, 
that Washington and the West will 
instead shift priorities away from 
apartheid to the periphery of 
southern Africa, pressing Pretoria 
to come to terms first on the 
problems of Angola and Mozambi
que (where South Africa has en
couraged anti-Marxist insurgen
cies) and independence for the 
territory of Namibia, which South 
Africa now rules. Even with such 
an agenda, the United Nations is 
likely to see more action, because it 
has long had an active role in the 
Namibia issue. An agreement ne
gotiated 10 years ago among South 
Africa, the West, the front-line 
states and the Namibian liberation 
movement, Southwest African 
Peoples' Organization (SWAPO), 
provides for a large U.N. contin
gent, both civilian and military, to 
help monitor the transition to in
dependence for the territory. 

If such a shift in priorities takes 
place, apartheid (and the U.N. 
role) may remain on the West' s 
back burner until the next popular 
explosion. Such a tradeoff is one 
that Pretoria is likely to prefer. o 

Michael Berlin, a veteran United Nations 
House, is an attempt to negotiate correspondent for the Washington Post, is 
outside the U.N. some internation- teaching journalism in Beijing, China this 
alization of the sanctions that are year on a Fulbright Fellowship. 

What is possible, especially if the 
Democrats take over the White 
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By Janice Love 

Sanctions against Sou th Africa goal is so ambitious that govem
draw fierce debate. But with little ments like ours rarely achieve such 
debate or even depth of discussion, change in other countries even 
the United States government has when they use a combination of 
used economic sanctions against a economic, political and military 
number of countries in recent instruments of foreign policy. With 
years. Nonetheless, when similar regard to South Africa, however, 
actions are considered against the this is a goal that is worthy of our 
apartheid regime, the question, best efforts because of the enor
"Will they work?" is always asked. mous damage apartheid does to 
The answer to this question like people inside the country and in 
that to many difficult quandaries in neighboring states. The goal as
life is, "It depends." sumes that imposing economic 

The success of sanctions against hardship on the country as a 
South Africa depends on three sets whole, and especially on whites, 
of factors: the goals we want to will punish them and sufficiently 
achieve; South Africa's vulnerabili- raise the costs of perpetuating 
ty to outside economic pressure; apartheid to undermine their re-
and the types of sanctions used. solve to maintain it. 

The most ambitious goal that Critics of sanctions claim that the 
many want to achieve through the ones likely to suffer first and most 
use of sanctions is speedy, funda- from South Africa's partial or total 
mental, social and political trans- economic isolation are blacks, the 
formation in South Africa. This very ones sanctions advocates 
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hope to help. Many who have 
seriously studied this issue, how
ever, come to a different conclu
sion. They assert that not all effec
tive sanctions would harm blacks. 
If exports of high technology to 
South Africa or imports of South 
African gold and diamonds were 
stopped, for example, labor-inten
sive sectors of the economy (where 
most blacks work) might expand, 
limiting the impact of a general 
recession on blacks. From evidence 
gathered so far, it appears that 
economic hardships due to the 
limited sanctions imposed in re
cent years have been felt most 
immediately by whites. 

Perhaps a more important argu
ment in reply to those who fear that 
sanctions will disproportionately 
harm blacks comes from blacks 
themselves. Across the years a 
significant number of resistance 
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Banned student organizations, including the Young Christian Students' Society, at the University of Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg demonstrate against apartheid in 1986. 

leaders and organizations have 
claimed that their communities 
would prefer to undergo the per
ceived short-term hardships of 
sanctions that might help end 
apartheid than the long-term de
bilitating and deadly effects of the 
racist system they have endured 
for centuries. 

Another set of goals is more 
symbolic but nonetheless very im
portant. Sanctions could be used to 
take a moral stand against apar
theid, a universally condemned 
racist system. Or, they might be 
employed to express support for 
blacks in southern Africa both 
inside and outside the resistance 
movements. This kind of support 
may be worth much more than just 
symbols. For example, there is 
evidence to suggest that sanctions 
against the former illegal white 
minority regime in Rhodesia (now 

Zimbabwe) encouraged its oppos
tion by demonstrating that the 
weight of international opinion 
was on the side of those who 
advocated majority rule. 

Sanctions might also be helpful 
in improving relations with other 
African countries or the Third 
World in general. Using sanctions 
to support movement toward ma
jority rule in southern Africa has 
always been a cornerstone of Orga
nization of African Unity (OAU) 
policy. The front-line states also 
repeatedly request comprehensive 
and universal sanctions. There
fore, sanctions against apartheid 
could become a signal of our desire 
for better relations with Africa or 
the Third World as a whole. 

It is obvious that many goals can 
be pursued through the economic 
isolation of South Africa. The first 
goal (bringing about fundamental 

change in South Africa), however, 
is the hardest to achieve. If we can 
reasonably hope to accomplish this 
more difficult objective, we could 
certainly expect to fulfill the re
maining ones. Nonetheless, the 
more symbolic goals (of taking a 
moral stand, supporting black 
people, and improving our rela
tions with Africa) are themselves 
very significant. We may decide 
that whatever our chances of 
bringing about a fundamental 
transformation in South Africa, 
implementing sanctions is neces
sary for these additional goals . 

Let's examine the most difficult 
objective, to see what the possibili
ties are for speeding up funda
mental change in South Africa. 

Achieving the goal of a funda
mental transformation in South 
Africa through the use of sanctions 
involves the assertion of two causal 
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linkages: (1) sanctions will bring 
about significant hardship quickly; 
and (2) economic hardship will 
substantially weaken the resolve of 
the South African government to 
maintain apartheid. Let' s examine 
the second assertion first . 

In general, by themselves sanc
tions rarely, if ever, succeed in 
making the target government 
quickly and completely abandon 
its basic policies. For example, in 
recent years we have seen the U.S. 
government fail in its attempts, 
through the use of economic sanc
tions, to undermine the rule of 
both General Noriega in Panama 
and Colonel Khaddafy in Libya. 

In the case of South Africa, 
sanctions critics believe that eco
nomic isolation would have effects 
exactly opposite to those desired 
by advocates. These counterpro
ductive effects would be greater 
white intransigence to domestic 
political change often referred to as 
"retreat into the laager." 

Indeed, the South African gov
ernment's immediate reaction to 
sanctions imposed by western in
dustrialized nations in 1986 was 
intransigence and defiance. This 
reaction, rather than that of surren
der at first threat, is to be expected. 
In the long run, however, the story 
is often different. 

Many studies have shown that 
economic isolation can make the 
target government more suscepti
ble to other kinds of pressures such 
as domestic protest and resis
tance-that might be significant in 
changing its behavior. For South 
Africa, as the costs of maintaining 
apartheid rise, many whites may 
conclude that the price of defiance 
and intransigence is too high. In 
addition, sanctions may well as 
noted above, encourage the do
mestic opposition and embolden it 
to press harder for change. The 
history of South Africa demon
strates that the most rigid of apar
theid structures have been put in 
place during periods of relative 
political calm when the regime was 
free of external pressure. In other 
words, across time, lack of outside 
pressure has been associated with 
governmental intransigence. In 
contrast, political and economic 
crises have usually brought on 

increased dissent together with 
proposals from various sectors of 
the white community for impor
tant alterations in the society. 

Today, in the midst of crisis and 
turmoil inside South Africa and 
with relatively mild economic 
pressures from the outside, more 
and more divisions are developing 
among whites. There is a well
known, far-right backlash against 
the government. Just as important, 
however, are the increasingly vocal 
critics among more enlightened 
Afrikaners, the public defiance of 
government policy by some busi
ness leaders, the record number of 
skilled white people leaving the 
country, and the mounting resis
tance to military conscription by 
young white men. 

The future is hard to predict, but 
clearly white politics in South Afri
ca are in a state of flux. Just as clear 
is the determination by blacks to 
continue their resistance in the face 
of extraordinary measures by the 
government to crush their activi
ties. This leads to the conclusion 
that the country is likely to remain 
in a state of turmoil for some time 
to come with pressures on the 
regime increasing from the inside. 
In the long run, applying addition
al pressure from the outside 
through sanctions is likely to rein
force domestic efforts to speed the 
day when the government is forced 
to abandon its oppressive polices. 
This makes South Africa signifi
cantly different from other cases 
such as Panama and Libya where 
sanctions did not work. In these 
countries sanctions were not cou
pled with persistent and growing 
domestic opposition. 

Now let's examine the first of the 
causal links named above: that 
sanctions would bring about eco
nomic hardship quickly. 

Analysts agree that the South 
African economy is very depen
dent on western countries, espe
cially the United States and Great 
Britain. Although Japan and other 
Asian countries are becoming in
creasingly important trade and 
investment partners for South 
Africa, the West remains predomi
nant. Many western corporations 
have sold their subsidiaries in the 
country, but most have made li-
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South African 
government to 
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The U.S. corporate presence throughout South Africa has remained strong in 
spite of increasing pressures. Top, newspaper headline announces the last 
flight by South African Ainvays, the national carrier, to the United States , 
which has denied Pretoria landing rights since 1986. Below, Mobil Oil station 
in Soweto, the giant all-black township outside Johannesburg . 

censing, franchise, and distribu
tion arrangements to continue 
supplying their former subsidiaries 
(with goods and equipment.) Most 
of these corporations have de
creased their financial risk by sell
ing their investments, but they 
continue to make profits through 
other mechanisms. Therefore, only 
the form of western economic 
interaction with South Africa has 
changed substantially, not the vol
ume. 

The amounts of western trade 
and investment with the apartheid 
system ,are impressive, but more 
impressive are the vital contribu
tions the West makes to the whole 
economy. Capital equipment im
ports are crucial to South Africa 
since it is not able to supply the 
bulk of its own needs for modern 
technology, heavy machinery and 
the like. Beyond this, however, 
foreign corporations have been 
involved in South African govern
ment programs designed to pro
mote the country's self-sufficiency 
in some strategic sectors such as 
energy. Historically, the energy 
(especially oil), computer, and au
tomobile industries have been do
minated by foreign companies. 
Only in mining and agriculture are 
the ompanies and operations pri
marily South African. Even in 
these sectors, some major western 
corporations play important roles. 

What are the most effective 
kinds of sanctions? 

There are a variety of economic 
sanctions, including: the refusal to 
import South African goods to our 
country; refusing to export goods 
to South Africa; and disallowing 
bank loans or new investments for 
the country. Most sanctions im
posed by western nations so far 
involve bans on imports from 
South Africa and the refusal to 
allow loans to the government or 
new investment in the economy. 
Undoubtedly these sanctions have 
had, and continue to have, an 
impact, but their effectiveness has 
been blunted by sometimes half
hearted enforcement. 

In addition, if sanctions are to 
give the kind of support for do
mestic opposition that we discus
sed previously, they should be 
considerably more comprehen-
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Economic sanctions against South 
Africa must be more 
comprehensive. Neither the U.S. nor 
most Western powers have yet 
prohibited exports to South Africa, 
for example. A policy that combines 
stronger bans on loans and investments 
together with an embargo on exports 
to South Africa would result in 
considerably more economic hardship 
for apartheid. 
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sive. Neither the United States nor 
most other western powers have 
yet prohibited exports to South 
Africa. A policy that combines 
strengthened prohibitions against 
loans and investments together 
with an embargo on our exports 
(especially capital goods and high Dt 
technology) would result in con
siderably more economic hardship 
for apartheid. Many economists 
agree that these kinds of sanctions 
would do relatively more harm to . Mi 
whites than to blacks. 

In addition, to prevent an eco
nomic and perhaps political col
lapse of the whole region, western 
countries need to supply neigh
boring states with massive 
amounts of aid to overcome the 
negative impact effective sanctions 
against South Africa are likely to 
have on them. 

Can sanctions against South 
Africa work? Without a doubt we 
can achieve a number of very 
important symbolic goals through 
partially or totally isolating South 
Africa. If we also want our actions 
to help bring about a fundamental 
transformation of the society, how
ever, the reply to this question 
requires a complex answer of, 
"yes, if" (1) more comprehensive 
measures are taken to strengthen 
and enforce the sanctions in place 
now; (2) exports from the West are 
prohibited; and (3) our efforts from 
the outside are used to enhance 
increased domestic resistance and 
pressure for change. 

We must always keep in mind 
that a range of measures must be 
taken to end apartheid. We cannot 
view sanctions in isolation. We 
must see them as part of a larger 
effort, on the one hand, to pressure 
and punish the South African 
government, and on the other, to 
support those inside the country 
who risk their lives for an end to 
racial oppression and a better fu
ture for all. o 

Janice Love, assistant professor of govern
ment at the University of South Carolina in 
Columbia, is a United Methodist lay person 
who serves on the executive committee of the 
World Council of Churches . Her article is 
adapted from a monograph published in the 
April 1988 issue of The Journal of 
Modern African Studies. 
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Dates to Remember 

Milestones • tn South African history 

\bout 2000 B.C. Nomadic 
hunters , using late
Stone Age technology, 
occupy the territory we 
know as South Africa. 

JOO A.O. Agriculturalists 
and herdsmen, fore
bears of the present-day 
Bantu-speaking people 
(blacks), begin settle
ments in the south, 
possibly as early as the 
third century A.O. 

1488 Portuguese navigator 
Bartholemew Dias dis
covers the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

1652 Jan van Riebeeck 
lands at the Cape and 
sets up the first Europe
an settlement, a way 
station for Dutch East 
India Company ships. 

1657 Dutch Company 
allots land to a small 
contingent of employ
ees to start their own 
farms . Also, slaves are 
imported from Java , 
Madagascar, and West 
Africa. 

1688 The French Hugue
nots arrive. 

1714 Some Dutch (Boer) 
farmers and cattle 
ranchers migrating 
north, away from the 
Cape and into the inte
rior, are granted leases 
to lands occupied by 
Africans. 

1779 Start of the "Kaffir 
Wars"-border skir
mishes between the Eu
ropeans and Africans 
over rights to the interi
or lands. 

1795-1806-British occupy 
the Cape to prevent the 
French from moving in. 
Dutch settlers regain 
control in 1803. As 
fighting with France re
sumes in 1806, the Brit
ish return and annex 
the Cape under colonial 
rule . 

1820 British settlers arrive . 
Four years later they 
establish the port city of 
Durban. Boers began to 
resent British encroach
ment. 

1834 The British abolish 
slavery, greatly af
fecting the Boer farm 
economy and prompt
ing Boer rejection of 
British rule. 

1836 The Great Trek 
begins. Some 5, 000 
Boers pack up their ox
driven wagons and 
leave their Cape settle
ments. They move in
land, pushing aside the 
Bantu people as they 
take over grazing lands. 

1838 Battle of Blood River. 
Boers defeat the Zulus 
and capture the best 
grazing and farming 
lands. Establish Natal, 
the Transvaal, and Or
ange Free State. 

1852-1854 British recog
nize independence of 
Transvaal and Orange 
Free State, respectively. 

1867 Diamonds discov
ered near Kimberly. 

1886 Gold discovered in 
the Transvaal. (Gold 
and diamond discov
eries prompted devel
opment of South Afri
ca's infrastructure, in
cluding roads, bridges 
and railroads, and at
tracted thousands of 
immigrants-mainly 
British-and turned the 
once-pastoral lands into 
a major industrial cen
ter.) 

1887 Cheap coal found . 

1899-1902 Boers deny po
litical rights to many 
immigrants , main ly 
British. Transvaal and 
Orange Free State join 
to fight British attempt 
to take over Transvaal. 
British-Boer Wa r 
begins . Brita in tri
umphs . 

NEW WORLD OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER 1988 (3891 45 



I I 

! I 

1910 Britain creates Union 
of South Africa, incor
porating the former 
Boer states. Louis Botha 
first prime minister. 

1912 African National 
Congress (ANC) forms, 
fights for African rights. 

1913 National Party 
founded by politician 
James Herzog to pro
mote Afrikaan national
ism. Africans denied 
the right to purchase 
land in white areas 
under Native Lands 
Act; evicted from 
white-owned lands . 

1919-1920 ANC launches 
campaign against law 
requiring black males 
carry passes. Industrial 
and Commercial Union 
(ICU) forms , starts 
mass movement. 

1920 League of Nations 
transfers control of for
mer German South
West Africa (Namibia) 
to Sou th Africa. 

1924 Herzog becomes 
Prime Ministe r with 
backing of Labor Party. 

1925 Afrikaans and En
glish become the official 
languages . 

1926 Colour Bar Act keeps 
Africans from skilled 
mining jobs . 

1931 Britain makes South 
Africa part of Common
wealth. 

1945 South Africa joins the 
United Nations. 

1948 National Party comes 
into power; apartheid 
formally instituted. 

1950 Group Areas Act 
mandating all racial 
groups must live in 
areas set aside for them. 
First political general 
strike by non-white 
unions. 

1951-53 Africans and Indi
ans join to fight govern
ment restrictions. 

1953 Bantu Education Act 
places African educa
tion under strict gov
ernment control. 

1956 Industrial Concilia
tion Act prohibiting 
mixed-race unions. 

1959 Extension of Univer
sity Education Act out
lined gradual exclusion 
of nonwhites from 
white universities . 
Bantu Self Government 
Act established all
black territories on 13 
percent of the land . Ro
bert Sobukwe becomes 
president of Pan-Afri
can Congress, activist 
arm of ANC. 
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1960 Sharpeville massacre, 
69 blacks killed by po
lice during protest. 

1961 South Africa becomes 
republ ic after Com
monwealth speaks out 
against apartheid. 

1962 United Nations votes 
economic and diplo
matic sanctions against 
South Africa. 

1963 Police given broad ar
rest powers. The Trans
kei in the southeast be
comes the first self-gov
erning "homeland." 

1964 Nelson Mandela 
jailed on anti-govern
ment charges . 

1974 United Nations Gen
eral Assembly ousts 
South Africa from parti
cipating in Assembly 
and i t s s ub si d ia ry 
bodies; recognizes ANC 
and Pan Africanist Con
gress as representatives 
of the majority of South 
African people . 

1976 At least 600 Africans 
killed during Soweto 
riots . 

1977 Christian Institute of 
Southern Africa and its 
director, Beyers Naude, 
banned. Black activist 
Steven Biko dies while 
in police custody. 

1978 Pieter Botha becomes 
Prime Minister. 

1979 Black trade unions le
galized. 

1980 Widespread s trikes 
and s tudent boyco tts 
resu l t in a b o ut 40 
deaths and numerous 
arrests. 

1981 President's Council 
recommends Coloured 
and Indians-but not 
blacks-be included in 
a three-chamber gov
ernment as part of con
stitutional reform. 

1982 Allan Boesak elected 
president of World Alli
ance of Reformed 
Churches . 

1984 More unrest; wide
spread boycott of elec
tions for Coloured and 
Asian chambers of gov
ernment. South Africa's 
leading black clergy
man and activist, Arch
bishop Desmond Tutu, 
wins Nobel Peace Prize. 

1985 Violence in town
ships: government de
clares state of emergen
cy. Parliament repeals 
Mixed Marriages Act 
and bans on multiracial 
political parties . First 
sess ion of tr icameral 
Parliament established 
under Constitution Act 
of 1983. 

U.S. government 
restricts sale of com
puters and nuclea r 
technology and bank 
loans to South Africa, 
and importation of the 
.Krugerands. 

The Ka iros Document, 
theological comment on 
th e p olitical crisis in 
South Africa, issued by 
coa lition of religious 
leaders . 

1986-88 South Africa tight
ens restrictions on the 
press , t ra d e u n ions , 
b la ck activists , the 
church . 

Sc 
Vi 

By 

On 
hu 
vie 
sto 
vir 
CUI 

So 
So 
an 
th1 
so 
n 

ag 
M 
ed 
w; 
"( 

th 
w 

st 
ol 
(e 
ki 
ll 

cl 
sl 
ill 

s; 

d 
s 
0 



South Africa's Children: 
Victims of Apartheid 

By Charles E. Cole 

One of the universal stories of 
humankind concerns the innocent 
victim who is set up by a bully. The 
story often ends when a strong, 
virtuous person intervenes to res
cue the victim. 

This story takes another form in 
South Africa today. The children of 
South Africa are involved in a war, 
and they are losing. The war is one 
they did not choose, but in which 
some of them willingly participate. 
This is the war against apartheid. 

This war is sometimes waged 
against the children themselves. 
Mamphela Ramphele, the respect
ed health professional, helped to 
write a United Nations report, 
"Children on the Front Line." In 
this report Ramphele and her co-
writer, Francis Wilson, say that 
"several hundred children were 
shot dead," after the Soweto march 
of 1976. They also allege "the police 
(excluding the Defence Force) 
killed at least 201 children during 
1985." 

You can be sure that when 
children are being shot dead in the 
streets, they are also being arrested 
and abused. Ramphele and Wilson 
say that many children have been 
detained and, allegedly, tortured. 
Some children are as young as 10; 
others are youth of 18. 

Whether they are 10 or 18, it is 
hardly a credit to South Africa that 
its police attack children. In our 
society we assume that govern
ment and police protect children. 
The reverse seems to be true in 
South Africa. 

Of course, South African chil
dren face many health problems 
other than violence. John Hansen, 

a leading South African pediatri
cian, wrote that "approximately a 
third of black, coloured and Asian 
children below the age of 14 years 
are underweight and stunted for 
their age." 

Infant mortality for "coloured" 
and black babies is more than six 
times the rate for whites. Tubercu
losis is also a problem in some 
areas, as are high levels of blind
ness caused by measles. 

What are the chances that the 
government and the people of 
South Africa-a highly developed 
country-will do anything about 
these conditions affecting chil-

dren? Given the fact that white 
South Africans tolerate their police 
attacking children, the prospects 
for improvement in the health of 
South African black children seem 
very bleak indeed. 

I'm curious about why white 
South Africans tolerate the murder 
and abuse of children. It would be 
easy to say they do not care, but 
that would be inconsistent with 
what we know about most parents 
and most responsible citizens. 

Perhaps white South Africans do 
not know what is going on in their 
own country. This suggestion may 
seem ridiculous at first, but I can 
remember whites in the United 
States in the 1960s who professed 
shock at the conditions that blacks 
faced in many parts of our country, 
despite the existence of those con
ditions for a century or more. 

I suspect there is another reason. 
Most of us do not associate what 
happens to others to be possibili
ties for ourselves. People refuse to 
believe they can have accidents, or 
die from smoking. Some people 
also look at groups different from 
themselves who are suffering and 
assume they will not experience 
the same suffering. 

Are white South African parents 
looking on while the police abuse 
black children, and assuming their 
own children are immune? The 
history of totalitarian forms of 
government seems to work against 
this assumption. Oppressors al
ways attack the weak, but if they 
succeed they begin attacking 
others. 

The traditional story that a hero 
rides in to rescue the innocent is 
not true to the experience in South 
Africa. There children seem to 
suffer and suffer more. 

And what about us? We Ameri
can Christians are strong, wealthy, 
self-consciously re.sponsible . Has 
our imagination failed us? Or our 
creativity? Can we not think of 
something more effective than eco
nomic boycotts? 

The bully is attacking the black 
children of South Africa. And what 
will we do about it? o 
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They Cannot Kill Us All 
By Richard Manning, Houghton Mif
flin , 225 pp., $16 .95 

Books 

apathy and ignorance. Curiously, 
Manning' s working-class whites seem 
rather oppressed themselves. They 
just don't realize it. 

A great many Americans view South The most fascinating chapter is the 
Afiica today in terms of what they "Soweto Generation," an account of 
occasionally read in the papers or see young black South Africans whose 
on the evening news: a tormented land coming of age began abruptly and 
of apartheid, where a stubborn white violently on June 16, 1976, when over 
minority and an oppressed black ma- 400 were killed in the infamous Soweto 
jority are pitted, one against the other. uprising. Since then, Soweto, the im
We read about the periodic " necklac- mense sprawling township outside 
ing" (execution by igniting a gasoline- Johannesburg of 2 million blacks, has 
filled tire around neck of victim), the nurtured by fire a goodly portion of 
frequent labor unrest and, of course, South Africa's emerging black leaders. 
about economic sanctions. By focusing on the evolution of three 

Less well known are the complexi- young black men who grew up togeth
ties, the subtleties and the diversity er in Soweto, Manning is able to help 
that characterize South Africa today. explain some of the political rifts that 

For those who want to learn more divide blacks. One of the deepest 
there is They Cannot Kill Us All, by schisms is between blacks who distrust 
Richard Manning. A Newsweek corre- white liberal participation in the libera
spondent in South Africa until his tion struggle and blacks who favor a 
expulsion by the government in June non-racial approach. 
1986, Manning has written a book that The former approach is embodied in 
is part history text, part magazine story Black Consciousness, the political 
and part memoir. The result is a awareness movement founded by 
readable and informative study of a Steve Biko that was the formative 
country whose history, politics and education for millions of young South 
struggle for dominance is more com- African blacks. A more severe critic of 
plicated than many Americans recog- white participation is AZAPO, the 
nize. Azanian Peoples' Organization. 

Manning's views are quickly ap- These groups have a running, and 
parent; he loathes the mentality from sometimes violent, feud with newer 
which apartheid has arisen. Yet he coalitions, most notably, the United 
does a sensitive job of exploring this Democratic Front (UDF), which 
mentality of the Boers, the Afrikaners emerged in 1983 as one of the most 
who rule that troubled land. In fact, prominent anti-apartheid umbrella 
Manning was tossed out of the country groups. The Rev. Allan Boesak, a 
because his articles in Newsweek Dutch Reformed Mission Church lead
enraged the regime in Pretoria . er, is one of its spokesmen, along with 

Most whites have few authentic Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
encounters with blacks engaged in the Their battle against Pretoria, which is 
liberation struggle, explains Manning. still a non- violent one, embraces the 
The society is rigidly segregated in support of all who despise apartheid. 
most places and the press is controlled. Its numbers are growing. 
It is easy to understand then why the Then there are tribal enmities, the 
racism of several working-class whites Afrikaner's favorite way of rationaliz
we meet seems to be born of insulation ing his rule. Chief Mangosuthu Gatsha 
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Buthelezi, leader of the nation's six 
million Zulus, is chief minister of 
KwaZulu and head of the largely Zulu 
political body Inkatha, which opposes 
UDF, the African National Congress 
and most anything, it seems, designed 
to bring down Pretoria. 

Seth Mazibuko, one of the three 
young men Manning traces over the 
years, put it best: "Apartheid has 
succeeded at what it set out to do. It has 
succeeded in dividing us not simply as 
people but as black people as well." 
Significantly, Manning also writes of 
what he says is a sizeable part of the 
black population that is simply tired, 
dispirited, and weary of violence. 

Manning probes the English-speak
ing minority as well. They are a 
frightened and anxious set who "talk 
too fast and drink too much cham
pagne" in their compulsion to be gay in 
the face of so much hatred and vio
lence. Based on his visits to well-to-do 
housewives in the suburbs of Johan
nesburg and elsewhere, the author 
finds that while the Anglos may be 
better informed and a bit more liberal, 
they are no more inclined than their 
Afrikaner brethren to take decisive 
action against apartheid. As a sign of 
their sensibilities, a great many Anglos 
are voting with their feet-leaving with 
what they can, for good. 

No contemporary book about South 
Africa would be complete without a 
tribute to imprisoned ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela and Thev Cannot Kill 
Us All is no exception. This, plus the 
author's own somewhat gfoomy prog
nosis for the future, rounds out a good 
book, written in the sparse, somewhat 
clipped tone of a magazine journalist. 

JAMES R. OWEN 

The reviewer, a frequent contributor to 
New World Outlook, is a New York 
City~ased writer and editor. He traveled to 
southern Africa on assignment for ihe 
General Board of Global Ministries in 1987. 

Trapped In Apartheid (A Soci~ 
Theological History of the English 
Speaking Churches 
by Charles Villa-Vicencio Orbis Books 
213pp, $11 .95 

Too much has been written and too 
little done about apartheid. Charles 
Villa-Vicencio risks breaching his own 
criticism of the churches' impotence in 
ending unjust rule in South Africa by 
writing yet another book on the sub
ject. A Methodist minister and lecturer 
in religious studies at the University of 
Cape Town, Villa-Vicencio uses his 
South African heritage and context to 
document the historical proclivity of 
churches to get so entangled by their 
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own social and cultural roots as to 
compromise their witness to truth and 
ignore their calling to correct injustice. 
The book is written about the churches 
of South Africa, but its indictment 
certainly applies to churches in the 
United States and elsewhere. 

In the early 19th century, mission
aries willingly joined traders, explorers 
and military personnel leaving 
England and the Netherlands for the 
uncharted reaches of southern Africa. 
Like their counterparts in the civilizing 
process, missionary dispositions to
ward cultural superiority were not at 
all disguised. Evangelization was done 
without respect to native tribal inter
ests or religious values. Education was 

~' i;:'<' 

pursued in the interest of developing a 
low-cost labor market for the settler 
economy. Churches were established 
in British and European traditions and 
their hierarchical forms readily em
ployed to assign indigenous converts 
to subordinate roles. 

Cultural superiority nurtures racial 
supremacy, which finds organizational 
expression in the churches. The Dutch 
churches are structured by nationalism 
or race-Afrikaans Reformed churches 
for the settlers and mission churches 
for the black populations. Black de
nominations indigenous to the conti
nent of Africa maintain distinct organi
zational identities. "English speaking" 
(i.e. those with British roots) churches 
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maintain a common membership role 
for blacks and whites, but questions 
persist about how equally tne rights 
and privileges of membership are 
shared across racial lines (e.g. pastoral 
salaries). Though unity is espoused, 
black congregations are perceived to be 
a church within a church. It is the 
English-speaking churches which 
come under the author's ponderous 
scrutiny. 
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While the English-speaking 
churches denounce behaviors of rac
ism and their leaders may even speak 
against policies of apartheid, Villa-Vi
cencio contends that they have histor
ically failed to challenge the authority 
of the state. He offers several citations 
as evidence. 1) The default in a primary 
mission of the churches in turning over 
their schools to the state after the Bantu 
Education Act of 1953. 2) The opposi
tion of the churches to accepting the 
World Council of Churcnes Pro- ur 
gramme to Combat Racism, which d 
brought humanitarian aid to move- parti 
ments challenging South African mill- only 
tary rule. 3) The reluctance of the corru 
churches to endorse the Kairos Docu- a 
ment which outlines a theology of rulh 
resistance to state-sponsored violence 
against the black population and/or the 
Lusaka Statement in which leaders of the 
global Christian community have 
called for withdrawal of support for 
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unjust governmental rule. 
This inaction may be explained by 

the cardinal principle of organizational 
survival-" Avoid conflict without and 
uncertainties within." In a land so tom 
by strife, the churches anxiously seek a 
modicum of unity by advocating recon
ciliation and harmony within their 
memberships before seeking solidarity 
with those outside the fellowships. 
The author is amused by the churches' 
fascination with Romans chapter 13 on 
proper respect for civil authority. Such 
longing to maintain the peace leads to a 
virtual blessing upon the state's use of 
violence to quell unrest among the 
oppressed. As the anxiety increases, 
the biblical vision of a new order is 
overshadowed and any possibility of 
church support for creative move
ments for social and political change 
founders . 

The au th or turns to the social 
theories of Karl Marx and Max Weber 
to consider a prognosis for the 
churches trapped in apartheid. He 
finds the churches' weakness de
scribed in Weber's examination of the 
"conforming person," one whose atti
tudes are totally dependent upon the 
mere rationalizations of the socially 
dominant group. He takes some hope 
from Weber's view of religion as a force 
for social renewal and mutes Marx's 
criticism of religion by suggesting it too 
is a victim of oppression. It is in Marx's 
class analysis that he readily locates the 
roots of social change in the sufferings 
and yearnings of a restless underclass. 

The churches will not be agents of 
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social change until they experience the 
sufferings of the oppressed. Only then 
will they dream or work for a just rule 
in South Africa. Whether that experi
ence is gained by voluntary or involun
tary action is not addressed . But the 
author predictably contends that the 
indigenous black African denomina
tions are closest to the affected popula
tions and will be the first to identify 
with and act in solidarity with them. 

This book is written from the South 
African denominational perspective. 
While apartheid in South Africa has a 
history unto itself, it is a problem of 
(and for) the interdependent global 
community. A systemic approach to 
comprehending its origins and dimen
sions is needed. A holistic approach to 
strategies for change is demanded. As 
long as part of the total community is 
exduded, responsibility is avoided. 

Global ecumenism affords the 
churches an opportunity to rise above 
and beyond the entrapments of their 
particular cultures. It is virtually the 
only channel by which the whole 
community of faith can find obedience 
to a gospel which applies to every 
culture but is bound to none . These 
networks inform and mobilize the 
world church community in direct 
action on such issues as divestment 
and disinvestment. They help clarify 
the mixed messages so often sent by 
churches within the heat of conflict. 
Ecumenism, both a philosophy and a 
model of solidarity for churches con
fronting apartheid, merits more atten
tion than the author gives. 

Robert J. Harman is director of planning for 
the General Board of Global Ministries . 

For Nelson Mandela 
Seaver Books, Henry Holt and Co. 
1987, pp. 252, $17.95 

This is a literary homage, an anthology 
of works by 23 writers of international 
acclaim in honor of this, the foremost 
of South Africans and the world's most 
famous political prisoner. Nadine Gor
dimer a fellow South African, writes of 
him: 

"Nelson Mandela is there in South 
Africa. His body has been hidden 
behind [prison] walls; his presence 
has never been obliterated by them. 
His people have never revered him 
as a figure of the past, but as t~e 
personification of the future . . . ~s 
name is a part of everyday talk, 1t is 
invoked wherever people meet to 
resist racism and oppression" .. . 

The holder of the dubious honor of 
being the world's longest-held politi
cal prisoner (28 years), Mandela has 
come to symbolize the strupgle for 
freedom and justice not only m S?~t.h 
Africa but wherever the human spmt 1s 
in bondage. "If the truth be known we 
have had him here alive among us for 
four centuries . . . He can be found 

around here, everywhere, at every 
moment." writes Jorge Amado in 
"Nelson Mandela in Brazil." 

The Kairos Covenant: Standing 
with South African Churches 
Edited by Willis H. Logan, Meyer 
Stone Books/Friendship Press, 1988, 
pp 184, $7.95 

The Kairos Covenant is a treasure chest 
of esspys and theological reflections 
about the crisis in South Africa today. 
First and foremost, this volume is a 
testimony of solidarity with the op
pressed majority in South Africa, and 
an appeal for an end. to the b~tal 
inhumanity of apartheid. It cont~ms 
writings by leading South African 
theologians, as well as writers from 
other parts of the wor.ld including t~e 
United States. The Kairos Covenant is 
an ideal resource for any congregation 
or study group that seeks ~ deeper 
meaning of the struggle for liberation 
in South Africa, and the implications of 
that struggle for Christians both in and 
outside of South Africa. 

Part of My Soul Went With Him 
By Winnie Mandela , W.W. Norton & 
Co. , 1985, 150 pp. $5.95 
Available from Service Center, General 

Board of Global Ministries , 7820 
Reading Road, Caller No . 1800, Cin
cinnati, Ohio 45222-1800 

Because she has been banned, this 
autobiography of Winnie Mandela was 
developed through a series of taped 
interviews, letters from her husband, 
and various other documents . The 
book is a very moving account of this 
wife, mother, political fighter in strug
gle for the freedom of Black people of 
South Africa. It makes clear why she 
and her husband chose to speak out, 
though it has meant prison and ban-
ning. 

Apartheid's Rebels 
By Stephen M. Davis, Yale University 
Press (New Haven and London), 1987, 
214 pp., cost not known. 

This book is an account of the events 
and main participants who have 
shaped the chief opposition group to 
the South African government-the 
African National Congress . The 
growth of the organization, its military 
strategy, the extent of black support it 
receives and the weakness of the South 
African government forces in battling 
resistance, translates into an overall 
picture of what the Pretoria govern
ment does not want the West to know. 

From the Grammy Award-winning Christian 
songwriter, her mother, and her daughters! 

Hands Across the Seasons, by 
Gloria Sickal Gaither, Suzanne 
Gaither, Amy Gaither, and 
Dorothy Sickal 
Gloria Gaither, together with her 
mother and two daughters, has 
penned a rich, uplifting collection 
of poetic insights that is destined to 
be cherished by Christian readers 
everywhere. 

Spanning three generations, Hands 
A cross the Seasons brings us into 
the minds and hearts of four 
sensitive, gifted women who have 
much to show us about God, 
relationships, day-to-day living, and 
death. Abingdon. 
AOI-165784. $14.95 
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After shuttling medicine up to our 
Chicuque Hospital in Mozambi
que, we flew over to Homoine. 
Landing on a grass-covered run
way, we were greeted by hundreds 
of children. We walked up the road 
on which just a few months ago 
over 400 people were massacred by 
the "bandits," (guerrillas funded 
by South Africa) to the village. 

Village leaders briefed us on 
their situation. Bandits had killed, 
burned, and pillaged unmercifully. 
Drought had added to the misery, 
and from August '87 until the next 
February, only international food 
aid would keep their people alive. 
The churches of the world would 
feed 33,500 people who had fled 
their farms for fear of attack, and 
feed and house over 100,000 or
phans and abandoned children in 
special centers. 

South Africa is waging war in 
southern Africa. Thousands have 
been killed, hundreds of thou
sands displaced from their homes. 
Schools, hospitals, railways and 
bridges have been destroyed; 300 
health clinics have been burned in 
Mozambique alone. Over $10 
billion in damage has been inflicted 
upon suffering people. 

The world has long agonized 
over the cruelties of the apartheid 
system of legalized racism in South 
Africa. The horrible litany has 
played itself out before the eyes of 
the world-forced relocation of 
people into remote, barren camps; 
the indignities of the pass laws; the 
breakup of black family life; the 
exploitation of black labor; the 

Agony in Southern Africa 

Bishop C. Dale White 

disenfranchisement of the black 
majority; the recent shattering of 
the few remaining remnants of 
democracy; the detaining of chil
dren and the torture of prisoners. 

The suffering of the front-line 
nations of southern Africa has been 
less prominent, however. Yet all of 
South Africa's neighbors suffer 
because of her. Namibia groans 
under illegal military occupation, 
its mineral wealth sucked into 
South Africa's industries. Angola 
has been invaded many times since 
its independence in 1975 and suf
fered massive destruction at the 
hands of UNITA, (National Union 
for the Total Independence of 
Angola), which is supported by 
South Africa. Economic pressure 
has been put on Zimbabwe, strug
gling to rebuild after a long war of 
independence. 

But Mozambique suffers the 
most. Mozambicans are caught in 
the terrible birth pangs of a new 
nation. Just 13 years ago Mozam
bique achieved its independence 
after 10 years of civil war. The 
retreating Portuguese sabotaged 
industries and left the country 
destitute, with a 96 percent illitera
cy rate and virtually no medical 
care system outside the cities. 

The Marxist government, con
trolled at first by hard-line leftist 
theoreticians, made serious mis
takes in the beginning. Over the 
past five years it has matured to a 
flexible pragmatism, ceasing per
secution of the churches, opening 
up to western investments, work
ing to strengthen family farms and 

the private industrial sector. 
Eight years of drought have left 

thousands dead or dying; thou
sands more have fled to refugee 
camps in Zimbabwe; many times 
that number are unable to plant 
their crops, having fled their farms 
to escape starvation. Four and a 
half million people are still at risk, 
being fed mainly by food donated 
by generous, caring people around 
the world. 

Roving bands of guerrillas, 
funded by South Africa in cynical 
violation of the Nkomati Treaty, 
and variously called Mozambican 
National Resistance (MNR) or 
Renamo, are terrorizing the coun
tryside. People live in the bush by 
night. They travel the roads only 
by day in armed convoys. These 
bandits have targeted health clin
ics, schools and farms in a cam
paign of terror. Our United Meth
odist mission station at Cambine 
was attacked in September 1987 
and many of our people killed, 
wounded, or kidnapped. Build
ings were destroyed and equip
ment stolen. 

Apartheid has been universally 
condemned by people of faith all 
over the world. What can we do to 
stand in solidarity with the suffer
ing ones of Southern Africa? We 
are called to respond in loving 
service. 

To Peter, the risen Christ said, 
"Feed my lambs; tend my sheep; 
feed my sheep" Gohn 21:15-17). 
Four thousand people gathered to 
hear him teach; Jesus said, "I have 
compassion on the 
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aowd ... they have nothing to 
eat'' (Mark 8:2). The reward and 
incentive system in the Kingdom, 
Jesus made plain, is based upon 
direct, caring deeds of love and 
mercy: I was hungry and you fed 
me . . . " (Matthew 25). 

Almost 9,000 people, most of 
them children, were crowded into 
the refugee camp we visited in 
Zimbabwe. We saw them line up at 
three feeding stations at the sound 
of a bell, to receive their one meal of 
mmmeal mush and beans. Hun
dreds of children of all ages, 
bright-eyed and lively, their bellies 
no longer distended, tin plates 
balanced on their heads, crowded 
around to touch our hands, to 
giggle at our strange western 
dress, our cameras and tape-re
mrders. 

I thought of the crowds de
scribed in the Gospels, harried and 
helpless, driven and riven. Jesus 
had compassion on them, wel
mmed them, drew them to him
self, declared a Kingdom was being 
born just for them, promised them 
abundant life. 

The United Methodist Commit
tee on Relief, a program depart
ment of our church's General 
Board of Global Ministries, has 
issued a Mozambique Emergency 
alert, setting up a pipeline to 
channel our caring concern. Mo
zambique now ranks at the top of 
the Human Suffering Index, with 
over 4.5 million people at risk of 
starvation and the highest infant 
mortality rate in the world. Food, 
clothing, medicine and medical 
equipment are desperately need
ed. Farm tools and technical assist
ance are also needed to rebuild 
agriculture in the villages. 

The Scriptures speak plainly: 
"God through Christ reconciled 
the world to himself and gave us 

the ministry of reconcilia
tion . . . So we are ambassadors of 
Christ, God making an appeal 
through us" (II Corinthians 5:1&-
20). The dividing walls of hostility 
between God and humanity, be
tween peoples and nations, are 
coming down. That is the promise 
of Scripture, and we are to help. 

In Maputo, capital of Mozambi
que, we met with Peter and Eliza
beth 'Storey. He is the former 
president of the Methodist Church 
in Southern Africa. He described 
the escalating unrest and violence 
in his country. Rural areas as well 
as urban centers are tinderboxes 
ready to explode. The Botha gov
ernment, having created a leader
less community through the arrest, 
murder or exile of emerging black 
leaders, is now threatened with a 
spontaneous combustion of vio
lence born of frustrated hope and 
helpless rage. This can only lead to 
the slaughter of many. Church 
leaders are pleading with the gov
ernment to release black leaders 
and to channel the rage of the 
people into negotiations to dis
mantle apartheid. "These people 
have built a wall, and they do not 
know how to dismantle it without 
it falling on them," said Storey. 

Our witness must be consistent 
and vigorous: God wants the walls 
to come down. Walls of racial 
hatred, protecting the systematic 
exploitation and oppression of 
people of color, must be shattered 
all over the world. 
We are called to a ministry of 
prophetic witness . 

In our Christian understanding, 
every tender act of feeding the 
hungry or healing the sick is a 
powerful witness to the Good 
News of God's love for the poor of 
the earth. It is a vehicle for our 
proclamation that God in Jesus 

Christ is at work bringing Shalom to 
the human family, peace and 
wholeness on a foundation of 
justice and righteousness. 

I recall the scriptural insight of 
Dr. Walter Brueggeman, who said 
to prophesy is to "energize around 
the vision of a new possibility." 
Our task is to mobilize the energies 
of a prophetic people around the 
vision of a new South Africa, a 
liberated people rising above the 
rubble of the dismantled walls of 
apartheid. 

The arenas for organized pro
phetic action in the pursuit of the 
dream are many; legislative action 
to force comprehensive sanctions 
against the South African govern
ment; the Shell boycott being sup
ported by our General Boards of 
Church and Society and Global 
Ministries; the divestment of funds 
from corporations doing business 
with South Africa; the internation
al appeals to provide increased 
foreign aid to the front-line nations 
of southern Africa. 

In Maputo, Elizabeth Storey told 
us of the five years she spent as 
Archbishop Tutu's secretary in 
South Africa. She said: 

Sometimes in the pain, you can 
only walk together. You cannot 
take the pain away. Over these 
years as secretary to Bishop 
Tutu, so many times I have seen 
men come to do violence to that 
little man. I could not protect 
him; I could only stand beside 
him and pray. 

All of us can do that, in our 
churches, in our private devotions. 
We can stand beside the suffering 
ones of southern Africa and 
pray. o 

C. Dale White is bishop of the New York 
and Troy AnnUJll Conferences. 
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