11111
New Series Vol. XL VI No. 5

•

Whole Series Vol. LXXVI No. 3

•

March 1986

FEATURES
8

The Philippines: Waiting for the Volcano to Explode

Richard J. Kessler

A Look at the Troubled Asian Nation

11
12

A Missionary Looks At Some American Problems
Working Together in the Cherokee Nation

15

The Third World Debt Crisis

by Ronald R. Ray
Boyce A. Bowden

Work Teams at Oklahoma's Cookson Hills
Robert S. Browne

An economist analyzes the world crisis

17

The World Economic Crisis Threatens Missions

Peggy Billings

How churches are being affected

19
20
21
26
29
32
35
37

Special Section: World Hunger and Poverty
Feeding the Hungry
World Hunger and Advocacy
Hunger and Poverty in America
Beginnings-Attacking the Root Causes of Hunger
Tunica-Pathway to Pain and Suffering
The World's Disappearing Forest Land
Tree Planting With Peasant Farmers in Haiti

Randolph Nugent
Arthur Simon
Tracy Early
Norma Kehrberg
Joseph Delany
Herbert Boyd
Marshall Ashley

COLUMN
39

Viewpoint

Leontine T. C. Kelly

N

40
45

DEPARTMENTS

r

Books
Q and A About Missions

0

Donald E. Struchen

m
C1
Mi

tr
W
l
Editorial Offices
475 Riverside Drive,
New York, N. Y. 10115
Editor
Arthur J. Moore
Executive Editor
George M. Daniels
Associate Editor
Gladys N. Koppole

Administrative Assistant
Florence J. Mitchell
Art Director
Roger C. Sadler
Chief Photographer
John C. Goodwin

Published Monthly (bimonthly, July-August,
November-December) by the General Board
of Global Ministries of the United Methodist
Church, Mission Education and Cultivation
Program Department. (ISSN-0043-8812)
Second-class Mail Privileges Authorized at
New York, N.Y. Additional Entry at Nashville,
Tennessee. Copyright 1986 by General Board
of Global Ministries of The United Methodist
Church. No part of New World Outlook may
be reproduced in any form without written
permission from Editors. Printed in U.S.A.
New World Outlook editorials and unsigned
articles reflect the views of the editors and
signed articles the views of the authors only.
Report any change of address directly to
Magazine Circulation, Service Center, 7820

Director Promotion
and Utilization
Elizabeth Marchant
Contributing Editors:
Charles E. Brewster
Doris Franklin (India)
Winston H. Taylor

Columnists:

Advertising Representative:

James M. Ault
Leontine T. C. Kelly
Creighton lacy
Donald E. Struchen

Allan E. Shubert Company,
198 Allendale Road, King of
Prussia, PA 19406
(215/265-0648)

e~

ao
sy
uT

Si

in
Roi

we1
Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. With
your new address be sure to send also the old
address, enclosing if possible an address label
from a recent copy. A request for change of
address must reach us at least thirty days
before the date of issue with which it is to take
effect.

Photo Credits: Pp. 8, 9, 10, Kenneth Silverman ; Pp. 13, 14, Boyce A. Bowden; P. 15,
Ri cha rd Wilson , from PAN ; Pp. 17, 23, 26,
RNS; P. 18, (top) Charles Miller, (bottom)
World Methodist Council ; Pp. 20, 21 , Felipe
Galindo; Pp. 24-25, 29, 30, 31, John C.
Goodwin; Pp. 32, 34, Joseph Delany; P. 36,
Highland Echoes; P. 38, Marshall Ashley .

POSTMASTER: Send address changes directly
to New World Outlook, Service Center, 7820
Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237.
Subscriptions in the United States and Possessions: One year $7.00 (combination with
Response, $13.00). Single copies $1.00. All
foreign countries: One year $8.00 (combination $15.00).

COVER: Mother and Child Suffering from
Malnutrition, Negros, The Ph i l i ppines
Kenneth Silverman Photograph

T. i
~

Dia

est

Spe

str
21.
inc

tak1

thr1

MISSION MEMO
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission

March, 1986
Methodist Peace Prize. Sir Alan and Lady Winifred Walker of Sydney, Australia, are
the first joint winners of the World Methodist Peace Award. The 1986 Award will be
given to them on July 24 during the World Methodist Conference in Nairobi, Kenya,
and will cite their 45 years of a shared ministry of reconciliation. Sir Alan, who
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth in 1981, has been director of world evangelism for
the World Methodist Council since 1978. He served 21 years as superintendent of the
Central Methodist Mission in Sydney and in 1963 launched International Lifeline, a
telephone counseling service. The World Methodist Peace Award was begun in 1977.
Previous winners include Saidie Patterson, Northern Ireland (1977); President Anwar
El Sadat, Egypt (1978); Abel Hendricks, South Africa (1980); Lord Donald Soper,
England (1981); Kenneth Mew, Zimbabwe (1983); Tai-Young Lee, Korea (1984); former
President Jimmy Carter, U.S. (1985).
Nicaragua. Six UM bishops were among 200 Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish
religious leaders opposing any form of U.S. government aid to Nicaraguan "contras''
opposing the government there. The Reagan Administration has been seeking $100
million to assist the rebel forces seeking to oust the Sandinista regime of the
Central American nation. The statement, organized by Witness for Peace and released
March 4 as part of a demonstration in Washington against aid, ch allenged the
truthfulness of statements about Nicaragua and accused the Reagan administration
with preparing the American people for "further U.S. military action" through
exaggeration, misinformation and outright falsehood. It said that the
administration was covering up "credible reports'' that the contras are
systematically committing human rights atrocities against innocent civilians.
"Together we say, 'In the name of God, stop the lies; stop the killing!", urged the
signers, who asked that peace initiatives offered by Nicaragua should be explored
instead. The Washington demonstration was led by Episcopal Bishop Paul Moore and
Roman Catholic Bishop Thomas Gumbleton. The UM bishops who signed the statement
were Ernest T. Dixon, Jr., of San Antonio, Kenneth W. Hicks of Kansas, Leontine
T.C. Kelly o~San Francisco, Melvin.§..:__ Talbert of Seattle, Joseph.!:!.:_ Yeakel of
Washington, and f:_ Dale White of New York.
Diaconate. The Corrrnission for the Study of Ministry has unanimously approved the
establishment of a permanent diaconate for the United Methodist Church but did not
spell out what form that order might take or how it would fit into the total
structure of the denomination's ministry. The 31-member commission, meeting Feb.
21-23 in Atlanta, asked its writing team to draft a paper on ministry which would
include the concenpt and bring it back to its meeting in September. The action was
taken after a presentation by Bishop Edwin C. Boulton in which he suggested a
three-fold ministry, including a lay diaconate and orders of deacon and elder.

Namibia. The South African-backed "interim government" in Namibia plans to
investigate and "counter effectively" the Council of Churches in Namibia as well as
SWAPO, the group fighting for Namibian independence. The group, which includes
eight denominations--Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, Roman Catholic and
Reformed--reacted by describing "these threats" as an attempt to silence the
church. CCN General Secretary Abisai Shejavali said that the Council "will
conmtinue to speak for justice against injustice, for truth against falsehood and
for freedom against slavery." He charged that "people continue to be terrorized and
the destruction of life and property continues unabated" in the Southwestern Africa
territory over which South Africa refuses to relinquish control despite
international pressure. The offices of the Evangelical Lutheran Church newspaper
were burgled and vandalized in February and the CCN has been advised that it cannot
move back into its headquarters building which was partially destroyed by fire in
an apparent arson attack in January.
AIDS Victims. A resolution pledging support for AIDS victims and their families was
passed by the General Board of Discipleship at its Feb. 28 meeting in Nashville.
The Board members unanimously endorsed the creation of resources and guidelines for
the use of local congregations in counseling and providing support for persons with
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome and their families. The organized effort is to
be carried out by an ad hoc committee of board members and staff persons to be
appointed by the Board president, Bishop George!!.:_ Bashore of Boston. The
resolution, presented by Bishop Calvin McConnell of Portland, Ore., called on the
denomination to "accept people as they are, relate them to God's healing grace, and
empower them to undertake ministries of compassion and hope." While "applauding
those local United Methodist Churches who have already undertaken such ministries
on our behalf", the statement also confesses that we as a total church have not
always responded lovingly in the midst of this epidemic in part because of deeply
held fears and prejudices. We ask God's forgiveness in this regard." The Board said
that "We commend to all United Methodist churches this tragic situation as a unique
opportunity for ministry and witness."
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Anaheim. Final touches are being put on the program for the Assembly of United
Methodist Women to be held in Anaheim, Calif., April 17-20. The quadrennial event,
expected to draw 8600 women, marks the centennial of the organization and is built
around the theme, "Into the Future by Faith." Among the featured speakers are Dame
Nita Barrow of Barbados, Dr. Erlinda Senturias of the Philippines, Dr. Arthur S.
ffemming, and sanctuary worker Peggy Hutchinson of Tucson. The closing worship-Will
be led by Bishops Elias G. Galvan, Leontine T.C. Kelly, and Roy I. Sano .... United
Methodist Communications-Wi 11 send its "Catch the Spirit" crew toAnaheim and the
entire program during the week of April 26 will be devoted to the Assembly. Check
local listings for the day, time and channel.
Deaths. Gilmore Delgado, 67, who retired in April, 1985, as assistant treasurer of
the National Program Division, GBGM, died March 14 in Toronto, Canada ... The body of
Barbara Buck Newman, 55, was found March l in a heavily wooded area of North
Carolina where she disappeared Sept. 4. She apparently was in an automobile
accident and it is theorized that she wandered into the woods in a dazed condition.
A former missionary to Bolivia 1968-76, she was the wife of Harry A. Newman,
Southeastern Jurisdiction representative for GBGM ... Zula Terry, 90, a retired
Woman's Division missionary who served in Brazil for seven years, died January 24.

Personalia. The Rev. William M. Holt, editor of the Georgia Wesleyan Christian
Advocate since 1972, will ret"'l"'re~June. He will be succeeded by Dr. G. Ross
Freeman, director of the Council of Ministries for the Southeastern JurTsdiction
for the past nine years ••• Rev. Gloria Robbins Davis, 45, has been named the first
woman district superintendent in the Southeastern Jurisdiction. Pastor of the
Suber-Marshall UMC in Columbia, S.C., she was appointed March 6 by Bishop Roy Clark
to become superintendent of the Hartsville District in June •... Rev. Clay Lee,
pastor of Galloway UMC in Ja~kson, Miss., has been named preacher for the--,-Y-87 UM
series of "The Protestant Hour•• carried on nearly 500 radio stations in the U.S.
and more than 900 broadcast outlets overseas ••• Theological educator James McCord,
67, is this year's winner of the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion.
President of Princeton Theological Seminary 1959-82, Dr. McCord founded the Center
of Theological Inquiry in 1982. The Templeton Prize of over $230,000 will be
presented by Britain's Princess Alexandra in London on May 13 ••• Grace Poore, 30, a
Malaysian writer who has been interning with Response magazine, has been awarded
the 1986-87 Stoody-West Fellowship. The award for graduate study in cormlunications
is given annually by United Methodist Communications in honor of the late Dr. Ralph
Stoody and the Rev. Arthur West, Dayton, Ohio. Ms. Poore plans to study film
production •.. Rev. Doran James Porter has been named program secretary for the
National Program Division, GBGM. He has been a Contract Program Specialist with
Church World Service ... Lynette Davis Rice, a certified public accountant who was
manager of corporate financial analys-:rst'"or 8ristol Myers Company, has been named
controller of GBGM ••. Leticia Ramos Shahani, one of the four highest ranking women
in the United Nations Secretariat, has resigned to become one of two deputy foreign
ministers in the government of President Corazon Aquino of the Philippines. She had
been director of the UN Center for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs and
was secretary general of the official Decade for Women Conference in Nairobia. She
is the sister of General Fidel Ramos, head of the Philippines armed forces .•• Kirn
St. Bernard has been named executive secretary, Office of Technical Assistanc~
Institutional and Voluntary Ministries Program Management Unit, National Program
Division, GBGM. She was with the National Urban League ••. Donald A. Theuer, vice
president and assistant to the president and publisher of the UM-Publishing House,
retired March l .•• Rev. Benjamin Weir, who was held as a hostage for 16 months in
Lebanon, has been endorsed as a candidate for Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church (USA) by the Presbytery of San Francisco. The election, in
which there are three other candidates, will be held at the General Assembly in
Minneapolis in June.
Bishops' Pastoral. The first draft of the UM bishops' pastoral letter, "In Defense
of Creation: the Nuclear Crisis and a Just Peace", has brought in enough comments
that the committee preparing the document will hold an extra meeting to consider
them. Bishop C. Dale White, co-chair with Bishop C.P. Minnick of the committee
preparing the-cfocument, reports that "Reaction across the nation to the first draft
has been most gratifying. Outstanding leaders in a range of vocations--scientists,
physicians, Congress members, theologians and ethicists--have offered insightful
·counsel." The Pastoral is accompanied by an 87-page foundation document and an
overview. The committee will meet again March 27 to finalize the draft which will
go to the Council of Bishops meeting in late April. A final vote is expected then.
If the document is approved, it is proposed to hold an ecumenical celebration
afterward at John Street UMC in New York City. It is suggested that the pastoral
letter be read to each of the 74 annual conferences by its bishop in May and June
and read in pulpits throughout the denomination later in the year. A study guide
and audio-visual resources will be prepared to help study the document.

UMDF. Thirteen church construction loans totaling $3, 104,500 were approved by
directors of the United Methodist Development Fund at a meeting in Norcross, Ga.,
in February. It was the first meeting for the Fund's new executive secretary, Jean
M. Robinson, an attorney from Milwaukee, Wisc. The board agreed to a two-tierecr--TOan program offering funds at 9.5 percent interest to new churches building their
first units and at 11 percent for renovation or expansion money for older churches.
Beginning July l, United Methodists buying certificates of participation in UMDF
will find their money earning nine percent interest, down from the current 9.~
percent. The interest paid on the fund's Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) will
also drop to nine percent from 9.5 percent after July l. The drop is caused by
falling interest rates in the financial community. Ms. Robinson says that response
to the IRAs has been encouraging and is expected to double by April 15. The fund
has assets of $30 million, up from $24.5 million at the end of 1984. "The reason
for the increase is probably because our interest is well above the national
average paid on certificates of deposit by even the most aggressive lending
institutions,•• according to Ms. Robinson. "People also like to know that their
money is helping United Methodism." UMDF makes first mortgage loans to UM churches
for construction and improvement of church facilities using funds that come UM
individuals, churches, organizations, boards or agencies that invest in
certificates of participation. Bishop Ernest~ Fitzgerald of Atlanta is president
of the fund.
The Christian Home. A severe circulation decline and a financial deficit will cause
the award-winning The Christian Home magazine to go out of business after its June
issue. The magazin~published by-lhe Upper Room, was begun in 1897 as The Home
Quarterly. At its peak, it had a circulation of 200,000 which had declined to fewer
than 28,000 currently. The magazine and its editor, the Rev. David Bradley, won
several awards in 1984 and 1986 from the United Methodist Association of
Corrmunicators for general excellence, layout and editorial content.
Mission to Moscow. A UM missionary couple, the Rev. John W. and Betty Johannabber,
have returned to the U.S. after three years of ministering-to the foreign community
in Moscow. Mr. Johannaber was pastor to the international Protestant community, a
ministry sponsored by five denominations. The congregation of about 200 consisted
of diplomats and their families, businessmen, correspondents, scholars and
students. Once a month, he went to Leningrad to conduct services. Tne couple had an
apartment in a section reserved for personnel of foreign embassies. Although they
never found a listening device in their apartment, they "functioned as though they
were there. Pastoral counseling in the apartment was done in writing. They were
not supposed to propagate the Christian faith among the Soviet people. They were
free to talk to people on the street but, outside Moscow, people can be fined 100
rubles for speaking to a foreigner.They reported regular contacts with Russian
Orthodox clergy but Soviet citizens invited to Protestant services had to have a
written invitation and get permission to attend. The Methodist Church in Estonia
has made persistent efforts to get permission to educate three young pastors
outside the Soviet Union but has been turned down.
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UM Giving. New records in support of general funds of the UMC were set in 1985,
with giving to all funds reaching nearly $105 million, up nearly 15 percent.
Advance giving reached a total of $34,181,972. The Missional Priority Fund received
mo r e th an $5 million, a 25 percent increase.

.EDITORIALSbJ
LESSONS FROM THE PHILIPPINES

Now that Ferdinand Marcos has
been driven from office in the Philippines and the forces of reform , headed
and symbolized by new President
Corazon Aquino, have taken power,
there is a natural tendency to euphoria
and self-congratulation going around .
Fortunately, this is one of those happy
occasions when there is cause for a lot
of congratulations. The Philippine
people, naturally, deserve lhe most
credit but Mrs. Aquino and her advisers as well as Cardinal Sin and
Roman Catholics, most particularly
many priests and nuns, helped keep
things on a non-violent " people
power" course. Among Protestants,
represented most notably in the new
government by brother and sister
General Fidel Ramos and Leticia
Shahane and former Senator Jovito
Salonga, the National Council of
Churches displayed leadership. (The
United Methodist bishops, we are
sorry to say, showed more caution
than leadership.) Even the Reagan
administration showed a certain finesse despite President Reagan' s initial sympathy for Marcos. (See the
article by Richard Kessler on page 8.)
The problems facing the Aquino
government are serious and profound.
It can be argued that the financial
problems of the Philippines did as
much to bring Marcos down as his
brutalities and excesses, even though
the arrogance of power displayed by
the murder of Benigno Aquino and the
subsequent sham of a trial of his
accused killers was undoubtedly the
beginning of the end for him. The
pathological greed and self-indulgence of his wife, Imelda, also fueled
the popular revulsion . The Philippines
is economically gravely wounded and
the solutions must be more than
merely cosmetic .
This is true in many areas. It must be
remembered that when Ferdinand
Marcos became president he had
much popular support and that a
number of the people he succeeded
are now in the Aquino government.
Members of the oligarchy that has run
the Philippines ever since independence are still in power. Whether they
are capable of the deep reforms
necessary remains to be seen . If they

are not, the middle w ill be discredited
and the Communist insurgency of the
New People's Army waits in the
wings. The other alternative might be a
.U.S.-backed military dictatorship.
There is heady talk of the " lessons of
the Philippines" for other authoritarian governments. We think that what
happened there cannot be repeated
elsewhere and that, if it is tried, the
results may be dismal.
First, the United States does not
have the same kind of influence in any
other country. We all know the perils
of colonialism but former colonies,
like it or not, retain an intensity of
relationship with the colonizing
power not to be· found elsewhere.
Even here, in support of the democracy we claim to have introduced, the
line between support and manipulation is a thin one.
The Reagan administration is already trying to make an analogy
between the Philippines and support
forthe Contras in Nicaragua. This is so
far-fetched as to be bizarre but liberals
pushing analogies to Chile, Korea and
South Africa are also shaping reality to
fit their own preconceptions. Interventionism , whether liberal or conservative, is a bad habit that the U.S.
should learn to break cold turkey.
Withdrawing support to prop up dictators is one thing; picking their
successors is quite another.
The Roman Catholic Church also
has a degree of support in the Philippines that it does not elsewhere,
outside of Latin America and some
European countries. Cardinal Sin had
to journey to Rome to justify the
actions of the Philippine hierarchy to
Pope John Paul II. This is rather ironic,
as their position is similar to the
bishops in Poland . Still , the Pope has a
point in his concern. The prestige of
the Roman Catholic Church in the
Philippines is now very visibly tied to
that of the Aquino government. In the
long run , that is good for neither
church nor state. If the regime falters,
the church wi 11 share part of the
blame. The other danger is clericalism
and church control. Liberation theology to the contrary, clericalism of the
left is no more immune from human
sin than clericali sm of the right.
Americans are by nature optimi sts,

problem solvers and model bu ilders;
that goes double fo r United Methodists. When we have an occasion such
as the Philippines tran sition w hich
seems to show the interventi on of
Grace, we must celebrate it without
forgetting that we I ive in a world
permeated by sin and that oversimplification and w ishful th inking is one
form of sin.
Let us greet the new government in
the Phil ippines w ith joy. Let us do our
part to work with them for peace and
justice in that land. But let us not forget
that the lesson from the Ph ilipp ines is
for Filipinos.
EASTER IN A LENTEN WORLD

Easter comes early this year; the
Western celebration is on March 30.
This always gives us a breathless
feeling; emotionally, we prefer to
celebrate Easter when Spring is breaking forth in the land in ful l color. But
that is perhaps too easy a way. After
the cold and pain of Lent and the
Passion, Easter should stil l carry a
memory of the agony wh ich the
Resurrection transcends .
This issue has a heavy emphasi s on
world poverty and hunger. The world
it depicts hardly seems an Easter
world. But it is stil l the world and we
are still the people Christ came to save.
It is no wonder that non-Christians
through the ages have laughed at us fo r
our claims and our pretensions.
Even though we may remind others
and must rem ind ourselves that we are
saved not because of our merits but in
spite of our sins, we must still face
Paul's question in Romans. " Shall we
persist in sin, so that there may be al l
the more grace?" No Christian can
forget the glorious affirmation of the
answer, "Have you forgotten that
when we were baptized into un ion
with Christ Jesus we were baptized
into his death? By baptism we were
buried with him, and lay dead, in
order that, as Christ was ra ised from
the dead in the splendor of the Father,
so also we might set ou r feet upon the
new path of life."
That is the prom ise of Easter that
enables us to face the agony and pain
of this world and gives us our orders for
living. It is only as we are baptized into
Christ' s death that we partake in the
Resurrection . It is only thi s way that we
have the right to shout w ith the Easter
celebrants, " H allelu ja h, Christ is
Risen" and to respond , " Ch rist is Risen
Indeed ."

The Philippines:
Waiting For the
Volcano To Explode
Richard

O

J. Kessler

n July 4, 1986, the Philippines
will celebrate forty years of independence from American colonial
rule . Today should be a time of
preparation for celebration : for Filipinos to celebrate four decades of
economic growth and pol itical stability, and for Americans to celebrate the
successes of its showcase for democracy in the Third World . Instead , it is a
time when democracy and progress is
just a promise .
The Philippines is suffering through
the agony of the worst political and
economic crisis since the Japanese
occupation and devastation of World
War II. The economy has just completed its second successive year of
negative growth rates. The pol itical
system is in disrepute after twenty
years of Marcos' one-man rule . A
growing Communist-led insurgency,
estimated at 16,500 armed men,
threatens to turn the Republic of the
Philippines into a People' s Democratic Republic.
After 20 years as President, Ferdinand E. Marcos' stewardship has come
to an end. His decision to call for snap
presidential elections early in 1986
turned into a di sastrous mistake, exposing his complete lack of popular
support. Using all forms of fraud ,
intimidation and violence, he was
unable to prevent Corazon Aquino
from a landslide victory, according to
vote tallies prepared by the officially
accredited citizens' electoral watchdog group The National Citizens'
Movement for Free Elections (NAMFREL). This result was also the conclusion of many independent foreign
observers who witnessed the elections
at the invitation of President Marcos.
A ss istant Secretary of Defense
Richard Arm itage has repeatedly testi fied before Congress that without
substantial reform the Communist

New People's Army (NPA) will
achieve a strategic stalemate in the
Philippines in three to five years.
Today, with the end of Marcos' rule
and the beginning of a promise renewed with Corazon C. Aquino as
president, American policy makers
hope they can create the basis for a
return to democracy while protecting
American economic and security interests in the Philippines.
These interests are extensive, including about $1 billion in economic
investments, a debt to American banks
totalling approximately $5 billion and
five major military installations, most
prominently Clark Air and Subic Bay
Naval Bases. They also include the
legacy of almost half a century of
colonial rule during which American
educators and businessmen implanted
American traditions of democracy and
free enterprise.
American policy to protect these
interests will be based on providing
advice and aid to the Aquino Administration in its difficult task of re-establishing a functioning democracy and
competitive economy. If the past is
prologue to the future , it is instructive
to review American policy up to
President Marcos' sudden departure
from the Philippines on an American
Air Force jet.
Reagan-Marcos Connection

President Reagan began his term
embracing Ferdinand Marcos more
tightly than any American president
since Lyndon B. Johnson, who had
referred to Marcos as his " right arm in
Asia," the difference being that Johnson wanted something from Marcos-Philippine military participation in
Vietnam-and Reagan wanted only to
differentiate his policy from Jimmy
Carter' s whose advocacy of human
rights was a constant thorn in Marcos'

side .
Vice-President Bush visited Manila
on June 30, 1981 , for Marcos' inauguration following his "re-election"
with 88 percent of the vote, where
Bush made his now-famous toast to
Marcos: " We stand with you , sir. We
love your adherence to democratic
principles and to the democratic processes, and we will not leave you in
isolation."
This effusive blessing was followed
by Reagan inviting Marcos for a state
visit in September 1982 , the first such
visit since 1966 despite numerous past
efforts by Marcos to secure invitations.
The impact of that welcome continued to reverberate back in the Philippines where pictures of the two First
Couples were prominently displayed
in pro-Marcos publications and the
American Embassy.
Reagan' s policy gradually shifted
180 degrees, to the point where he
became the first president to press
Marcos to undertake substantial social
reforms, backing up those demands
with threats to cut off American aid .
The reason for Reagan' s shift was
the fear that Philippine society would
collapse in civil war, from which the
Communists would emerge victori ous. The danger this posed to American bases and other interests was clear
but a second and equally important
danger was that posed to regional
stability. Thus American polic y
makers changed the focus of their
policy pronouncements in recent
months to make evident that their
main concern was a return to democracy rather than access to U.S. bases .
They hoped , of course, that a democratic Philippines would not be antiAmerican . And that was the result.
With the withdrawal of American
forces from Vietnam and Thailand , the
bases have assumed a more vital role
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to Pentagon planners and to the
stabi Iity of other countries of Southeast
Asia . Yet interviews with Defense and
State Department officials confirm that
no substantial effort is being made
diplomatically to explore alternative
basing and security relations with
other nations in the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
alternative basing sites in the Marianas
or Guam are moving very slowly.

Deteriorating Situation
The reasons for such a hesitant pace
have little to do with the feasibility of
alternative locations for the American
bases .
Richard Armitage testified before
the House Foreign Affairs Committee
in November 1985 that the " deteriorating situation there cannot be
reversed short of a requirement for a
comprehensive counter-insurgency
plan that integrates political , economic, and social liberalization with reinstituted military professionalism and
resolve. "
The U.S . hesitates to develop alternative basing sites and commensurate
defense strategies, fearing that such an
approach will become a self-fulfilling
prophecy. No one in the U .S. Government appears to believe that the U.S.
will be forced out of the Philippines,
short of a Communist victory.
The statement by a coalition of
Marcos opponents on December 26,
1984, that " Foreign military bases on
Philippine territory mu st be removed," was viewed by American
officials as a means for the opposition
to unify themselves rather than as
something the moderate opposition
actually wanted to see happen . Even
leaders such as Corazon Aquino , who
is personall y opposed to retaining the
bases, is willing to " re-examine" and
renegotiate the agreement. Thu s, there

(Opposite page) Marchers in an anti-Marcos demonstration. (Above, top) Former
President Ferdinand Marcos (gesturing) and First Lady Imelda Marcos are greeted
at a ceremony. (Above) Members of the Philippine Army search a village in
Mindinao for guerrillas of the New People's Army (NPA).

is no need for developing alternatives.
Indeed, the Pentagon requested $121
million for FY 1986 in improvements
to our Philippine bases .
This approach obviously placed a
premium on either Marcos' ability to
reform or the moderate opposition's
ability to gain power. Failure of either
would have forced con sideration of
more direct American militar y
involvement against the Communists
or defense of the American bases as
happened with the U.S. base in
Guantanamo Bay after Castro took
power.
Yet, such a solution would have to
be considered a major American

foreign policy defeat for it w ould
concede that the Philippines, America's onl y fo rmer colony w hich used to
be celebrated as a " showcase of
democracy," has become our enemy.

Warning Signs
President Reagan noti ced the Ph ili ppine problem onl y after the dramatic
assa ssinat ion of Senato r Beni gno
Aquino on Augu st 22 , 1983. By
October, th e Wh ite House had decid ed to postpone Reagan 's Ph ilippine
visit, then pl anned fo r November .
Every poss ible action w as taken by
Reagan to soften the impact of the
postponement on Marcos .
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In a letter, hand-deli vered by Wh ite
House aid e Mic h ae l D eaver t o
Marcos, Reagan wrote, " I want you to
know that I've alw ays had co nfi dence
in your ability to handle things ." He
blamed the cance llation on pressi ng
Congressional business.
The warning signs had long been
evident. Marcos had not been able to
deliver on the prom ise of a " New
Society" made in 1972 when he
declared marti al law . The ri ch w ere
getti ng ric her w hile among the poor,
real wages contracted and disparities
in regional income wi dened according to W orl d Bank fi gures.
The si gns of decay had been apparent long before Reagan' s election.
By 1978, Pres ident Marcos' base of
suppo rt seriousl y began to weaken .
The world o il crisis that year helped
prec ipitate th is loss of confi dence but
the decli ne w as also aided by the 19 78
parli amentary electi ons for an interim
Nationa l Assemb ly (newly created by
a M arcos-w ritten consti tution). These
electi on s i nsti tutiona li zed Marcos'
rul e, creating a parl iament in w hich
151 out of 165 seats were held by his
New Soci ety Party. He also appo inted
his w ife to the cabinet as minister of
the newly-created M ini stry of Human

General Fidel Ramos, chief of staff, is
a member of a prom inent Methodist
family.

Settl ements. By these actions M arcos
forecl osed an y possi bility that he
might soon end his rule .
And the problem on ly worsened . In
1984, GN P growth rates were - 7
percent and in the first half of 1985
-4 .6 percent, according to As ian
Development Bank econom ists. In the
view of one, the most disturbing factor
was the lack of " little genu ine effort to
make fundame n t al st r uc tur a l
change."
The disillusionment provi ded a fertile breeding ground for the military
arm of the Commu nist Party of the
10
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The only way to get off the volcano
~~ before it exploded was for Marcos to retire, ' '
willingly or unwillingly, or die.
Ph ili ppines (CPP), the New People's
Army (NPA). A classified report of the
Ameri can Consu I in Cebu noted in
April , 1982 : " ... the NPA thrives on
the basis of the poor economy, government inattention to basic needs in
many (but not all ) areas, and (to a
lesser extent) abuses. Somehow the
NPA fi lled the vacuum that existed ."
The Consul furthermore wrote: " Al though in an earl ier generation rural
people would have wanted to be left
alone, critical needs and aspirations
(aided by the med ia, mainly radio)
appear to have made them more
involved . They know that assistance is
avai lable somewhere and they are,
generally speaking, not getting their
fa ir share."

Chaos Ahead?
The Reagan Admini stration believed that a Marcos victory in the
February 7, 1986, presidential election was a foregone conclusion, but in
the view of a high-level State Department official , a Marcos victory would
not have been disastrous as long as it
were seen by Fil ipinos as fair. A
renewed mandate, in th is anal ysis,
would have permitted Marcos to make
many of the difficult reforms he
needed to make for pol itical reasons
wh ile the election of a vice-president
would have clarified the transition to a
post-Marcos era, encouraging investors.
The Reagan Administration hesitated to put more pressure on Marcos
believing that the U.S. had " a lot of
power to wreck and destroy" but I ittle
power to improve the situation . Only
the Commun ists, in their vi ew, could
benefit from chaos . Yet, at the same
time, with Marcos' continued hand at
the he lm, only chaos could have
resulted .
As another State Department official
noted, Ronald Reagan had " a very
profound distaste for the treatment
meted out to the Shah ." President
Reagan was noted for havi ng a "soft
spot" for Marcos, going back to hi s
days as governor of California when
Richard Nixon sent Reagan as a
special en voy to Manila in 1969. As
long as there w as th is soft spot, there
cou ld be no hard policy.
Even Jeane Kirkpatrick in her famous Commentary article, " Dictatorships and Double Standards," quali-
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fled her view that U.S. pol icy can
encourage a " process of liberal ization
and democratization" in a trad itional
autarchy with the proviso " that the
effort is not made at a time when the
incumbent government is fighting for
its life against violent adversaries."
This is the case in the Ph ilippines
where the dail y death toll , accord ing
to the Philippine government, is 7
NPA; 4 civilians; and 4 military men.
Reagan pressed at the margin for
pol itical , economic and military reforms without ever backing up hi s
threats with action .
Thus, Senator Paul Laxalt (R-Nevada ) was sent in November as
Reagan' s special emissary partly to
impress on Marcos the need to move
(to " get off his backside," in the words
of one Administration official), and to
discourage Marcos from reappointing
General Fabian Ver as Chief of Staff.
Marcos immediately called an early
presidential election-precisely what
the Administration did not want-and
reinstated Ver three hours after his
acquittal on charges of being involved
in the Aquino murder.
In Marcos' view the U.S. was
indulging in liberal doses of declaratory policy. This he understood , as 90
percent of Philippine politics is bluster. He would not do anything until his
bluffs were called , and thi s he thought
Reagan wou Id not do because of the
historical images he carried of the
effects on South Vietnam after Nguyen
Diem, or on Iran after the Shah, and on
Nicaragua after Somoza.
President Reagan appeared damned
to repeat the mistakes he condemned
his predecessor for making in Iran and
in Nicaragua by not learn ing from
those mistakes. In some ways it w as
ironic that Reagan and Marcos were
both bound by history in the same fatal
fashion ; both were sitting on a volcano . The onl y way to get off the
volcano before it exploded w as fo r
Marcos to retire, willingl y or unwillingly, or die.
President Reagan was fortunate in
that when the Phil ippine volcano
began to explode, ridin g on top of it
was Corazon Aqu ino, not the New
People's Army.
Richard J. Kessler, senio r associate, Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, is a scholar
who is a recognized expert on the Ph ilippines .
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A Missionary Looks at
Some. American Problems
Ronald R. Ray

A

fter my first three years as a
missionary, I was especially
conscious of the contrasts between the
two countries of Nigeria and the
United States. I had only recently gone
through the culture shock of learning
to live in a very different culture from
that with which I was familiar. (One of
my most difficult cultural adjustments,
for example, was to come to terms
with the way many Nigerians drive
their cars.) After six years in Nigeria
and a year's study leave in America, I
was more aware of the parallels
between the two countries. An American who has lived in Africa for si x
years faces a good deal of culture
shock in coming to terms again with
American culture.
During our study leave in the U.S.
we sought to interpret the meaning of
Christian mission in Nigeria to American Christians, but we also sought to
help American Christians face our
own responsibilities at home. Thus, in
the United Methodist local church
where I had grown up, I gave one
sermon dealing with problems in
Nigeria and one dealing with problems in America . In both I sought to
discuss critical issues in the light of our
common Christian faith. The following is the one dealing with American
problems.

Some Biblical
Background
Let us first consider some biblical
background. The Apostle Paul in
chapter four of I Corinthians talks of
being a fool for Christ's sake (I Cor.
4:10). Paul was a smart person. Thus
he was not trying to encourage general
stupidity (which, in any case, hardly
needs encouragement), but that foolishness which is true wisdom , involving decisive allegiance to Jesus Christ.

This means a willingness to carry a
cross and suffer for the sake of Christ;
be a servant; be humiliated ; and leave
much behind so that one's ultimate
loyalty to Christ is truly real.
Paul also speaks of the Christian life
as involving a continual dying, as well
as a continual rising. A problem in
Paul 's churches and with many Christians today is that we want to rise to
new life without continuing to die to
the old . Many Christians want to
eliminate the cross from their lives.
Many want a comfortable life, a soft
life, a life of maximum pleasure. The
odd thing about such Christians, however, is that they wantto enlist Jesus to
help them achieve these goals. Jesus is
an unlikely figure to be of much help
for this purpose, since His whole life
was marked by suffering, and ended at
an early point and in a most uncomfortableway . True enough, God raised
Jesus from the dead, but in so doing
God validated Jesus' life of costly
witness. In Jesus' resurrection, God
did not validate the easy religiosity that
so easily corrupts middle-class Christianity.

No Radical Discipleship
In America you can turn on your TV
on any Sunday morning and see and
hear this easy gospel of peace of mind
without radical discipleship, peace of
mind on easy middle-class terms .
Where in the Crystal Cathedral or in
those other electronic shrines are we
sinners called to fall on our knees, and
to do so not just at the beginning of the
Christian life but throughout? Where
are we called by the electronic church
to live with the Wholly Other God,
whose judgment continues to cause all
of us considerable discomfort? The
message of the electronic church , of
course, agrees with the operating

assumptions of TV-the medium predetermining the message. TV is designed primarily to entertain and to
bring relaxation-for the purpose of
selling products. In the case of the
electronic church the only difference
is that the product is called the
"gospel." Only to a very small degree
does the message proclaimed have to
do with the real Gospel. For the real
Gospel involves not only rising, but
continuing to die.
The same comfortable religiosity
seen on TV has long since invaded
American middle-cla ss congregations. This problem is nothing new.
For a long while many American
Christians have been trying to adapt
the Chri stian faith to their comfortable
suburban life-styles. But the true God
won 't have it this way. Wherever we
may live, if we are to be real Christians
we will have to endure much suffering
and a good deal of humiliation . We
wil I have to learn that all Christians are
intended to be those poor in spirit who
experience the weakness of total
dependence on God-who know that
God and God alone can see us
through. We are all called to witness to
a God whose ways continue to meet
with resistance within this world. And
because the world continues to resist
the Gospel , as we ourselves are ever
prone to do, we Christians will all have
our crosses to bear.
Perhaps it's really easier to be a
Christian as a missionary in Nigeria
than as a regular church member in the
American suburbs . For in Nigeria
there seems to be a good deal of
unavoidable suffering . Since the
problems there are so widespread and
so deep, it is nearly impossible to feel
totally comfortable and secure . Thu s
in Nigeria one is inevitably reminded
of the true human cond ition . In the
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United States it is perhaps easier to
close one' s eyes to real ity.

working full-time, and perhaps used
that as an excuse for not taking ti me for
routine hospitality.

Consumption and Gambling

Having been away from the U.S . for
six years and then being back for a
year' s sabbatical we noticed how
much time and energy we spent just
th inking about what we were going to
bu y and consume . In the U .S., consumption can eas ily become an obsession even for Christians . Almost
every week we received lottery opportunities through the mail. Just fill
out the enclosed forms and send them
in and you cou ld become an instant
mi llionai re. Many American s are now
very muc h into gambling-which is
itsel f a reflection of the materialism
and greed that are so much a part of
American Iife today .
The New Testament tells us that we
humans do not live by bread alone .
Jesus warns of the corrupting effects
that wea lth can have upon us. It can
easily dull us to spiritual reality; it can
easi ly make us soft and flabb i l y
unconcerned about others. Wealth is
dangerous. Christians say they agree
w ith Jesus' teaching about money, but
the pressures of American culture are
immense. Peop le in America are
contin ua lly bombarded by advertising
te lli ng them to buy more and more. I
am con v inced that part of what it
means for middle-c lass Christians to
die and rise w ith Christ has to do w ith
strugg ling to bring our material consumption under Chri stian contro l. Th is
struggle wi ll be hard for all of us, and
w ill be never ending. But as Chri stians
we know in our hearts that possessions
do not add up to true life-eternal life
in the midst of ti me. If we reall y think
abou t it ma ny of us wil l see that we
have too much stuff; our life is too
cluttered and we are thereby d istracted from life' s true purpose.
M any American s don't seem to have
ti me any more to be friendl y, to vis it,
to talk, to w rite letters. We oursel ves
lived in a small community in the
country, w hich you might th ink would
be a very fri end ly place . Do you think
any of our next-door ne ighbors found
time to call on us? Not an y of the
adults . We had to make such initial
contacts, and there was very little
further contact. For in all of our
neighbors' fa mil ies both parents were
12
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Time, Technology and TV

I noticed that often when Americans
talk with each other we periodically
take nervous glances at that sacred
instrument strapped to our wrists . We
don 't want to waste too much time on
such personal conversations. After al I,
we need to get home to enjoy the
many things we possess. And we need
to get home to watch our normal six
hours of TV per day.
As for TV, it has become a real
menace. The Atomic Bomb may blow
us al I to bits, but TV is slowl y and
gradually doing something very similar to the traditional values of friendliness, as well as to spirituality.
I' m not urging people to smash their
TV sets , though for some, such a
liberating act may be needed . What
I' m seeking to encourage is some real
soul-searching concerning what is
worth watching and how much TV is
too much . As a family in America we
ourselves had to struggle with this very
issue. When v ideo films are added to
TV, a similar problem confronts many
middle- and upper-class people in
Nigeria today .
While I' m talking about problems
due to electronics, let me say a brief
word about computers . Computers
and microprocessors of various sorts
are becomingly increasingly present at
every level of American life. What are
computers good for? They are good for
processing information-and com plex technological societies with large
populations have much information to
process . Computers have their uses.
But the deepest problems the American society and other societies face do
not have to do with processing information . What is needed most is moral
w isdom and courage . Computers will
not help people find wisdom and may
even considerably confuse matters by
leading them to think that quantifiable
data is what really counts. Computers
make helpful tools, but very poor
gods. There have to be limits here al so
if we wi sh to remain human .
Americans tend to become breathless about the latest things technology
provides . That we become so excited
about mere things shows that our
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values are indeed out of w hack. To be
Christians we must struggle to see that
the technical and material substratum
of life does not overwhelm the other
dimensions of life.
This list of problems could be vastly
expanded. For example, we found that
there is still a good deal of racism in
American society, with much of it now
directed against the new immigrants
from Mexico and from Latin America .
From what I have said , we can see that
indeed Christians in America have
their own crosses to bear.
Back to the Paradox

I conclude with a paradox that I
have previously alluded to . All Christians everywhere tend to distort the
Christian faith because we try to have
as easy and as comfortable a I ife as
possible. The paradox is that we find
true fulfillment only as God frustrates
our natural quest for security and
comfort. God by His grace seeks to
frustrate our efforts to retreat from
radical discipleship. This action of
God i s really grace-unmerited
mercy-for it is one of the means
whereby God sustains us in personal
relationship with Himself. If we could
really succeed in making our life easy
and comfortable, that would be the
end of the Christian faith for us. If we
could solve all of life's problems
without God , we would surely do
so-and thus would not believe in
God. But when we live as God
intends-putting our lives on the line,
taking risks, continuing to confess our
sins, and remembering that we will
soon die--then we again and again
experience the God of Grace who
alone can sustain us. There is no
human resource adequate to meet the
human dilemma. True Christians will
thus want to keep themselves on the
battleline--for there and there alone
can we realize anew our desperate
need for the Living God, the God of
Grace. As we experience life in this
way, we are enabled to say with Paul ,
that indeed God' s strength in our lives
is made perfect in our weakness, for
when we are weak and vulnerable and
defenseless, then and then alone are
we strong .
•
The Rev. Ro nald R. Ray is a U nited
Method ist m issionary se rvi ng in Nigeria.
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Working Together
In the Cherokee Nation
Boyce A. Bowden

F:

or the past five years, six families
from The United Methodist
Church at Bowen, Illinois have spent
their summer vacations together .
They've loaded their clothes and
sleeping bags into their cars and
headed forthe hills of Eastern Oklahoma, approximately 500 miles away.
To do what? Not to relax, that's for
sure. They've gone to help out at the
Cookson Hills Center, a United Methodist missions project jointly sponsored by the National Program Division of the General Board of Global
Ministries, the Oklahoma Conference,
the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, and the United Methodist
Women .
Located in the heart of the Cherokee
Nation, about 20 miles south of
Tahlequah, Cookson serves rural
low-income people, most of whom
are Native Americans. Less than half of
them have jobs that produce more
than poverty-level income. Jobs are
scarce, especially for persons who
have developed few marketable skills
and have limited education.

director, says some of the remodeling
projects took only a few days but
others took all summer. " We bu i lt
porches, added on rooms, wired ,
insulated, painted , put in plumbing,
put up sheetrock, put on roofs and did
whatever else needed to be done, " she
reports.
In addition to volunteering their
time and talent, the work teams
donated cash to help buy building
material. Funds were also provided by
the Cherokee Nation .
Cookson Hills volunteers are not
professional builders by any means.
Occasionally, some of the work has to
be done over. But what they lack in
skill they make up for with attitude,
Ms. Hofman says .

Repairing Homes

Many of the Native Americans live
on land alloted to their families in
1907, when Oklahoma became a
state. From generation to generation
the land has been passed down. Much
of it is hilly and rocky and wooded ,
good for hunting, but not for farming.
More than 400 families-according to
a Cherokee Nation study-live in
homes that critically need repairs. To
help make those repairs, Cookson
Hills Center sponsors work projects.
The Illinois volunteers were among
20 work teams that came to Cookson
during the summer of 1985 . Other
teams came from Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas, Texas, Pennsylvania, and
Minnesota. More than 500 people
took part.
The work teams remodeled seven
homes and built one new home. The
Rev. Carolyn Hofman, Cookson's

Illinois Farmers and Native Americans

(Top) Cookson Hills director Carolyn
Hofman (left) visits with Timmy
Murphy whose home has been
remodeled and repaired by work teams.
(Above) These members of a youth
group from First UMC, Chandler,
Oklahoma, have come to Cookson for
two years.

Most of the Illinois volunteers are
farmers . The "farm crisis" is not
something they read about. They live
with it. They have seen neighboring
farms auctioned. They have no way of
knowing what the next few month s
hold for them. Yet, they are devoting
their summer vacations to he lping
others.
" We've been swinging hammers
most of our lives, keeping our homes
and farm property in shape," says

Troy Parks, of the Bowen, Illinois,
UMC work team, says, "each year we
have gotten a little closer."

Leon Webster-the lead carpenter for
the Illi nois team . "We bring our
fa mi lies for a purpose," he said .
" There's something for everyone to
do. The men do most of the heavy
work, but the women and children are
right in the midd le of the action, too .
And working together can make a lot
of progress in the run of a day."
Troy Parks, another member of the
Illinois team , recalls that they didn't
know what they would find the first
year they came to Cookson Hills.
"From the very beginning, the Native
Americans have been friendly and
appreciative," he said. " And each
year we have gotten a little closer. "
Th is year the Native Americans
invited the Illinois volunteers to attend
a stomp dance, and the group decided
to stay an extra day so they could
accept the invitation.

Benefits For Both Sides
Members of families in the team
have grown closer to one another, and
the fam il ies have become better acquainted as a result of working and
living together for a week each summer. That's not all. Their church has
profited too, says Parks. "This project
has pu lled our congregation together,
and has given us a stronger sense of
purpose. It has gotten us involved in
mission work. We have developed a
new appreciation for what the General
Board of G loba l Ministries is doing,
not just at Cookson Hills, but around
the world ."
The Native American fam i I ies
whose homes have been repaired and
remodeled have certainly profited
from the work that has been done by
the mission teams. And they are quick
to ac knowledge their gratitude.
1
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cooperative, and at least 100 of
them have incomes below $5,000 a
year.
A thrift shop . Good clothing,
furniture and other items that have
been contributed by individuals
and churches are sold for modest
prices . Few items cost more than
fifty cents. A chair or a good coat
might sell for $1 .00 . A couch for
$5 .00. Families that have desperate
needs can get a sack full of clothes
for fifty cents. Most of the families
served by Cookson Center get
practically all of their clothes from
the thrift shop. The inventory is
changed onced a month. Anything
that is not sold within a month is
sent to the Salvation Army.
A craft shop. Cookson Hills
accepts on consignment items
made by the Native Americans. The
items are displayed at the Center.
When they are sold , Cookson keeps
ten percent and gives the balance to
the producer. The ten percent is
then invested in beads or other
materials the craft people need to
produce more merchandise. The
materials are sold at cost.
Hofman has dreams of developing a
cottage industry at Cookson where
residents of the area could produce
bird houses, jewelry, and other items
that might be sold at the Center or in
churches.
She' s even more excited about
developing a retreat for mission study.
" If a district team wants to study about
missions, they could come here, and
we would help them think through the
issues."
Anyone who spends a day with Ms.
Hofman, as I did, watching her work
and relate, will be convinced that she
takes seriously these words that she
recently wrote in a brochure about
Cookson Hills :
" It is our command from the gospel
of Jesus Christ to care for those who are
hungry, homeless, naked, persecuted
and without the saving grace of Christ
in their lives. Because we follow the
example of Christ to go to those who
are in need , we carry forth the ministry
of our church in such places as
Cookson Hills."
•
Boyce A. Bowden is director, Board of
Communications of the O klahoma Conference.
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" It's just like Christmas," Timm y
Murphy , a 30-year-old Native
American , told me as we inspected the
home where he and his wife and their
two children live. Thanks to the efforts
of the Cookson Hills mission teams,
the Murphy home has two new rooms,
a new roof, indoor plumbing, water,
and electricity.
Far more important than improvements in buildings are the improvements in the lives of people resulting
from the interaction between volunteers and those they serve . Living and
working together has shattered stereotypes once held by volunteers as well
as by the Native Americans.
The Rev. Ms. Hofman , a home
miss ionary assigned to Cookson Center by the National Program Division
of the General Board of Global Ministries as a church and community
worker, says she has observed that
when people feel better about their
homes they tend to feel better about
themselves and about one another and
about life and about God.
" When we help people with their
basic needs we are making the most
powerful witness that we can make
about w hat it means for Christians to
care about one another," Ms. Hofman
said .
Housing Not the Only Need
Housing is not the only basic need
that the Cookson Center seeks to meet.
In addition to the work team projects,
the Center has a variety of ongoing
programs that provide social, educational, physical and spiritual services.
Services include:
A community garden . Several
families help out at different times
in planting and caring for an acre
garden spot. They raise corn , okra,
tomatoes, squash, beans, and various other vegetables . The families
that do the work take what they
need, and what is left is available
for other fam i Iies. Classes in gardening are offered. Volunteers from
the Center help elderly couples and
others with special needs and till
the ground and plant gardens at
their homes .
A food cooperative. Cookson
Center buys groceries wholesale
and below wholesale . Items are
then sold for two cents above cost.
About 120 families belong to the

Robert S. Browne

T

here is an old adage which says
that if a man owes hi s bank
$1 ,000 and can 't pay he has a
problem, but if he owes it $1 ,000,000
and can't pay, it' s the bank which has
the problem. This paradox is acting
itself out on the global stage at this very
moment, as a host of Third World
nations face another year of escalating
debt service payments which they are
in no position to meet, and western
leaders shudder at the far-reaching
implications of a widespread failure to
pay this debt.
The stakes for the U.S. in this drama
are high-in fact, nothing less than the
solvency of the top dozen U.S. commercial banks and the survival of our
entire monetary and financial system .
Meanwhile , however, the efforts
being taken to prevent such a debacle
are causing ever-expanding hardships
in the struggling debtor countries,
sowing unrest and threatening to
undermine much of the hard-earned
economic and social progress which
many of these countries have made
over the past two decades.
By the close of 1985 the recorded
international debt of the Third World
was in excess of $900 billion (bn.) ,
and if a full computation were made of
all debt and arrearages, plus interest
and penalties, the figure might well
surpass the $1 tri 11 ion mark.
Regionally speaking, about 40 percent of this debt is owed by the Latin
American countries, with Brazil ($76
bn.) and Mexico ($73 bn.) holding the
largest shares. Asian debt accounts for
about $275 bn., African for about
$1 80 bn., and Eastern Eu rope an for
perhaps $85 bn. Classified by type of
creditor, commercial banks are owed
about $300 bn. and official lenders
(governments and multilateral banks)
are owed about the same amount. The
balance is owed mainly to private
creditors ($260 bn .) and to the International Monetary Fund ($35-40 bn.).
The Latin American debt is mainly
owed to commercial banks whereas
the Asian and especially the African
debt is primarily owed to official
lenders.

Origin of the Debt
The origin of this debt is much the
same for all of these countries. It began
to burgeon in the 1970s, partly as a
result of the two oil price hikes. The
jacking up of oil prices not onl y
confronted the oil importing nations
with a need for addi tional revenues to
meet the higher petroleum prices
while maintaining their import levels
but also made loan monies easily
available as the suddenly rich oil
exporters sought to put their new
petrodollars to work. Rather than lend
these funds directly, however, the oil
exporters chose to channel them
through the international banking system . Finding themselves with so much
surplus cash, the banks rushed to find
borrowers--offering loans at very low,
and in some cases negative (i .e., at
rates of interest below the rate of
inflation), real rates of interest to
cash-short Third World countries .
In this atmosphere of cash surpluses
there was often little or no serious
consideration given to whether a loan
was likely to be self-liquidating or
otherwise viable . The banks apparently believed that loans to savereign nations entailed no risk of default
because every country ultimately had
the abi Iity to tax its people to repay its
debts . Often the borrowers were

equall y imprudent, borrowi ng fo r development projects which were poorly
planned or to maintain existing level s
of consumption spending when their
economies no longer justified it. Even
some of the oil exporters themse lves,
Sl.1Ch as Mexico, Venezuela and Nigeria, became heavy borrowers either in
anticipation of expected revenues or,
subsequentl y to compensate for revenue shortfal Is as the price of oi I
declined after 1980. The sharp rise in
interest rates in 1980 added si gn ificantly to this debt inasmuch as upwards of 40 percent of it had been
contracted at floating rates . Addi tionally, the deterioration of the term s of
trade for primary commod ities w hich
emerged after 1979, and the dwi ndling markets for these commodities in
the face of the recession in the
industrialized countries, further enhanced the balance of payments defi cits of the commodities-exporting
Third World countries.
A recklessl y expanded international
debt, chronic balance of payments
deficits, recession in the developed
countries, and high and rising rates of
interest thus created a high ly crisi sprone international economic situation . The crisis was finall y triggered in
August of 1982 when Mexico stunned
the financial commun ity by announcing that it would be unable to meet the
next quarterly payment due on its
debt. The former loan pushers were
instantly transformed into loan collectors . The decade-old explosion of
lending to the Third World came to an
abrupt halt as the realization swept
through the banking community that
its portfolios might contain· masses of
uncollectable loans.

A Policy of Rescheduling
Following some initial confu sion as
how best to meet thi s problem , the
major debtor governments, the major
creditor banks and the Internation al
Monetary Fund (IMF) adopted a pol icy
of rescheduling the loans of countries
which were in danger of default, and
of lending them add itiona l fund s to
enable them to servi ce their debts and
to make adjustments to their economies whi ch might help to reverse their
balance of payments defic its.
Although so fa r successfu I in preventing massive defaults, these " res-
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The fuse is growing even shorter 11
as the debt bomb continues to tick away.
cue packages" have come under
increasing criticism . They fail to address the economic problems w hic h
underlie the bloated Third World
debt-essentially, the ir inability to
earn sufficient revenues to pay thei r
bills . Rescheduling focuses almost
exclusively on protecting the solvency
of th e banking system, and even thi s
protection is increasi ngly perceived as
being onl y short ru n in nature. Rescheduling increases, not decreases,
the size of the outstand ing debt. It is
essentially a process of lend ing the
debtor more money so that he can
meet his interest payments and thereby preserve the ficti on th at th e loan is
not in default. In rea lity, of course, a
loan is in defa u It if the lender is obl iged
to lend the borrower the funds to ma ke
the interest payment on the loan .
Rescheduling is a disco ncert i ng ly
transpa rent mecha nism for disguising
such unpleasant facts. During the
decade 1975- 1985, 15 African countri es rescheduled their debt on 47
occas ions, with each reschedul ing
genera lly taki ng place at higher interest rates, refl ecti ng the stead y eros ion
in the debtor' s cred it rati ng.
The IM F, whic h has been traditionally a lender ma inly to the developed
countri es, became a massive lender to
the Th ird W orld onl y during the past
decade and a half, as a result of the
ec o nom ic u p hea va l s d esc r i bed
above. Unfortunatel y, th e IMF's heavy
involvement with the Th ird Worl d has
also led to a debilitating disenchantment with this cru cia l multil atera l
fi nancing institution and to increasingly shrill calls that it be reva mped to
render it more respon sive to Third
W orld needs. In the early heat of the
debt crisis the IMF emerged as the
agency to which ban ks and donor
govern ments tu rned for guidance on
how to deal with the debtor countries.
The IMF became the inspector/overseer of the enda ngered economies as
well as the presc riber of cures . Very
quickl y, an IMF " sea l of approval ", as
evidenced by the successful negotiation of an IM F loan, became a
necessary qua I ificati on fo r a debtor
country to obtain a rescheduling of
existi ng debt or an injecti on of new
money. Even World Bank loans and
bilatera l ass istance became contingent on the recipient havi ng received
an "OK" from the IMF. But an
16

essential ingredient of an IMF approva l
was the wi 11i ngness of the debtor
cou ntry to adopt the poli cies ("cond iti onalities" ) w hich the IMF experts felt
were necessary to enable the borrower
to repay his loans.

The Effects of IMF Policies
These conditionalities generall y requ ired the borrowing country to make
very drastic adj ustments in a host of
internal policies ranging from exchange rate changes to budgetary
reallocations . Frequently, the ultimate
burden of these adjustments has fallen
disproportionately on the backs of the
poor masses . Among the most unpopular of these policies have been those
requ iring the reduction or elimination
of price subsidies on basic food items
such as rice, bread , or cooking oil .
Efforts to implement such pol icies
have created social unrest and riots in
a number of countries and in extreme
cases have led to overthrow of the
government in power. There has also
been considerable criticism of the IMF
conditionalities because they are believed to discourage the economic
growth which the world needs if it is to
overcome the debt crisis. The IMF
urges debtor countries to curb their
imports but the net effect of widespread compliance with such strictures is to depress global trade to
dangerously low levels, risking international economic stagnation if not
outright recession and seriousl y
restricting the ability of the debtor
countries to sell their goods.
Belatedl y, there has been some
recognition of the self-defeating nature of this policy. At the 1985 annual
meeting of the World Bank and the
IMF, the U.S. called for a substantial
expansion in lending to the debtor
countries, not merely for debt servicing purposes but to enable them to
expand their imports and to proceed
with their development plans. It is too
soon to determine how seriously this
new policy direction will be implemented but the early indications are
not encouraging. The U.S . called on
the commercial banks to provide the
bulk of the new lending, but the banks
indicate that they are in no mood to
increase their exposure in the Third
World at th is time. Meanwhile, the
Reagan admini stration 's attachment to

big military spend ing, combined wi th
the genuine need to reduce the U.S.
budget deficit, suggests that the U.S.
Treasury' s purse also will not be
opened much for thi s purpose . So
Washington' s new found wi sdom may
not result in much real change for the
beleaguered debtor nations.
An even more ominous phenomenon is beginning to emerge from the
combined effects of the cutbacks in
lending and the rising debt serv ice
costs : net capital outflow, which a few
Third World countries have already
begun to experience and which may
become a continent-wide problem for
Africa as early as 1986. Thus the
economically least developed continent could soon become a net exporter of capital to the most developed
countries . The ultimate inequity may
be just beyond the horizon.

A Refusal to Pay?
Caught between a rock and a hard
place, some of the Third World
countries are predictably beginning to
explore the feasibility of a collective
refusa l to pay their debt. The president
of Peru , for example, has publicl y
announced that Peru will under no
circumstances utilize more than ten
percent of its export earnings to service
its debt, which would be woefull y
insufficient to keep payments current.
Julius Nyerere of Tanzania has called
on the Africans to give serious consideration to a moratorium on further
debt servicing for the indefinite future
and Fidel Castro has recommended
that the Latin American countries
simply repudiate their debt. Both
Nyerere and Castro argue that the
figures clearly and unambiguousl y
indicate that repayment of the debt is
not possible without inflicting an
unacceptable level of pain on the
debtor countries. Better, they say, to
resist collectively than to succumb one
by one . Thu s far, the creditor nations
have not refuted the gloomy economic
projections of the Nyereres and the
Castros nor have they offered a persuasive alternative scenario . So the
fuse is growing ever shorter as the debt
bomb continues to tick away.
•

Robert S. Brow ne is an intern ational
economic consulta nt and edu cator.

c

pee
sto1
bee

ma1
beg1

poir
Fron
Proi
Boa
appa
chur

M,
find
and l

of m

infrai
out ti

in qu

Bisi
cal ~
Amer1
missic
of Bisi
Buenc
theyu
their c
affecti1
Bish
report1
2000
the B(
averag1
short
month
Pastors
secular
unernp
even th
the ans
other 0
leaving
In Br
had to ;
I

llllll~

111111111[111112]11111NlewllW
lolrldllOlutllolokl•llMlarlchll1918161111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111..

The
Global
Economic
Crisis
Challenges
Missions
Peggy Billings

O

ur co lleague churches abroad
have often served as bridges for
people seeking deliverance from the
storm s and floods of I ife. But today,
because of a global economic crisis,
many of these bridges are themselves
beginning to crack and reaching the
po int when they could be washed out.
From reports reaching the World
Program Division of the General
Board of Global Ministrie s, it is
apparent that the crisis for these
churches is monumental.
Many of our colleague churches
find them selves economicall y weak
and unable to meet today' s challenges
of mission . The very survival of their
infrastructure, necessary for carrying
out their mi ssion and ministry, stand s
in question .

Latin America
Bishops of the Council of Evangelica I Methodi st Churche s in Latin
America reported on the Iife and
mi ss ion of the ir churches at a College
of Bishops meetingonMay6, 1985, in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. One by one,
they underlined the economic cri sis in
their countries, and told how it was
affecting their churches.
Bishop Rolando Villens of Bolivia
reported that inflation had passed the
2000 percent mark. Devaluation of
the Bolivian peso meant that the
average pastor's salary, w hich onl y a
short time ago equalled $50 per
month, now is worth only $10. Many
pastors are attempting to find jobs in
secular institution s, but a high level of
unemployment in the country makes
even thi s solution difficult. For some,
the answer has been to seek work in
other countries, but thi s often means
leaving thei r families behind .
In Brazi l, annual conferences have
had to struggl e w ith the incapacity of

This poor woman in a slum in Buenos Aires, holding a 10,000 peso note, reflects the
uncertainty felt in many nations.

the church to pay all the pastors. So
they have encouraged earl y retirement. The morale of the pastors, the ir
families and the whole church has
suffered.
Mexico, one of the countries carrying the greatest debt burden , has now
been devastated by an earthquake .
The church there, which has recentl y
undergone restructuring so that it
could meet its needs more efficiently,
now is confronted with the additional
challenge of natural di saster.
In Guyana, high unemployment
and a spiralling cost of living have
brought disenchantment with the rul ing party. Many Guyanese have left for
North America .
For the church , thi s has meant
inability to pay pastors' salaries, mini mal upkeep of buildings, constant
drain of leadership with increas ing
pressures on those who stay and the
absence of mini stries among youth
and young adults. " I fear for the future
of the church in Gu yan a," says one
pastor.

Reports from Africa
Reports from Afr ica are simil ar to
those from Latin Ameri ca, or worse. In

Ken ya, drought and economic depression have led to a breakdown in
the m inis tr ies of t he Met hodist
Church. Because the drought was
most severe in the Meru District,
where the largest concen trations of
Methodi sts li ve, the church had to
assume extraordin ary responsibi lities
for ministeri al students, churches,
institutions, mini stries and pastors'
families.
Extend ing emergency assistance,
the Methodi st Church overexte nded
itsel f. The leadership of the church
then asked th e World Division to assist
them w ith an emergency grant to
replace designated funds th at they had
temporarily directed to meet critical
human needs.
Mozambique, w hi ch became independent in 1975 after ten years of
revolutionary war, is again experiencing a destructive war, this time sponsored by rebe l splinter po litica l groups
supported by South Africa . At th e sa me
time, the entire cou ntry has been hit
hard by drou ght.
Th e I ife a nd p rogram of the
churches are all but paralyzed due to
lack of pu blic services. The church
nationall y is now ca lled to provide
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Among the Methodist churches in
countries hard hit economically are
those in Zimbabwe (top, a harvest
Sunday service) and Indonesia (above,
a mass baptism).

more extensive ministries to more
people w hen it is itself bordering on
co ll apse.
" We are fine even though all seems
confus ing with the war," wrote one
United Methodist col league to the
Africa Office . " The confusion is now
around some of our residential areas
and is critical. Our refuge is really in
the Lord these days. It is hard to sleep
peacefu lly, especial ly for the little
ones ."
The church need s help for sa laries,
petro leum, med icines, food , seeds,
pastors' homes and a children's hostel.
Spec ial aid is needed for the Chicuque
Hospital in Mozambique.
In 1978, the Africa Task Force met
wi th a group of ecumenical persons
and a few government representatives
in Za ire, and asked what they wou ld
like to see The Un ited Methodist
Church do in their country . " We
w ou ld like The United Methodist
Chu rch ," said a government official ,
" to take over the running of Air Zaire's
intern al flights, the upkeep of its roads
in the rural areas and to be the moral
gendarmerie (pol ice) of the nation ."
Rampant inflation in Zaire led to a
480 percent devaluation of its curren18
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cy in late 1983 . The government
drastically reduced its subsidies to
schools, and many school employees
had to be suddenly fired.
Government support was withdrawn from hospitals in the same way .
Zaire has requested each of the three
episcopal areas of the church to take
over the running of key hospitals in
important cities and villages. A pledge
of $100 ,000 to refurbish the Kolwezi
Hospital has come from the Florida
Conference. Cooperative efforts were
made for the church to work in the
Anokra and Manono Hospitals . But at
the same time, hospitals long operated
by the church are deteriorating from
lack of upkeep, and are strained to
keep medicines on hand for even the
most elementary needs.
Assuming the extra burdens of
hospital, school, nutrition, and other
programs has overstretched church
budgets. One conference bought a
tractor to increase food production ,
and with this single purchase used up
its entire 1985 block grant from the
World Division .
Dedicated to holistic evangelism,
the church in Zaire expresses its
concern for the body, the mind, the
soul and the spirit. It is indeed the
moral gendarmerie of the country.
Many outside relief agencies realize
that if the church does not keep up its
holistic work, there will be no life
worth living-and in some instances
no life.
This task is too important for the
church there to be left without funds.
The president of the federated Church
of Christ in Zaire has called for a
Marshal I Plan to assist it in its work.
Whether or not a program of aid is
called by that name, some response
must be made.

Problems in Asia
Although no special appeals have
come from Asia, the World Division is
aware of great problems there. Of the
seven countries that have almost half
of the total Third World debt, three are
Asian nations where colleague
churches are active : South Korea, the
Philippines and Indonesia. (The other
four are Brazil , Mexico, Argentina and
Venezuela .)
Blame for the debt crisis is shared by
both the national governments, particularly their elites, and by their advisers
and lenders in Western governments
and banking institutions, led by the
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Government of the United States. The
people that hurt the most are those
least able to protect themselves : the
poor, children , women , the elderly.
Human rights denial and abuse grow
rampant. The churches can and must
play a role in searching for alternatives .

Some Lessons to be Learned
This crisis puts to the acid test the
commitment of United Methodists in
the United States to mutuality in
mission, both as a theological precept
and as a mission philosophy. Some of
the lessons to be learned in this
situation are :
1. The churches of all countries are
connected to each other in mutual
dependence on the Gospel 's message
of love and liberation .
2. This "connectionality" is supranational and ecumenical as well as
denominational.
3. Mutuality is based on the biblical
understanding that each has someth ing to give the other and that radical
faithfulness to the Gospel is the
greatest gift.
4. Giving and receiving should be
done in ways that do not foster
dependency or feelings of superiority
and inferiority.
5. Colleague churches abroad do
have the spiritual resources and commitments necessary for setting their
own direction in mission and , in the
long haul , will survive .
Attempting to respond to the critical
situation many churches in Africa,
Latin America and the Caribbean face,
the World Division has joined with the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) to raise a special fund of up
to $5 million per year for three years.
The Women's Division has also been
invited to enter into the joint action
because of its world relationships and
constituency education . This fund will
be used to meet emergency requests
from colleague churches who are
adversely affected to an extreme degree by the world economic crisis.
At the same time, the World Division is making a general appeal for all
United Methodists to work toward the
identification and elimination of the
systemic causes of the crisis.
•
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Introduction
C oncern for the poor, the powerless , the hungry is a recurrent
theme throughout the Old and New Testaments . Today, despite
progress in reducing infant mortal ity and increasing life
expectancy in many areas of the world, it is estimated that more
than one billion people continue to suffer from hunger and
poverty.
This is partly due to adverse weather patterns that affected 26
nations in Africa from 1983-85 and currently is affecting
thousands of men , women and children in Brazil. Acute water
shortages are present in 23 cities of Brazi l and drought is
threatening food prod uctio n in majo r regions of the country. But
the underlying causes are more comp lex than weather conditio ns, no matter how ac ute , prolonged and immediately
devastating.
Underlying ca uses include: trade and agricultural policies
favo ring those with wealth and influence; international debt
stifling eco nomies of Third World countries; ill-conceived
development programs ; political instability and national security
policies which resu It in " more funds for guns." Al I of these forces
lead to hundreds of thousands of people living in poverty.
Whenever the re is poverty, there is hunger.
In the U.S. , a la nd of affluence amidst stockpiles of food, 25
perce nt of all children under six years of age live in poverty by
U.S. standards and 50 percent of b lack child ren under six years of
age live in poverty . Eighty percent of elderly women living alone
live in poverty .
Severe economic changes in the United States have resulted in
plant closures, the farm crisis, employment and underemployment problems . Cutbacks in social services have caused

thousands of person s within our com mun1t1es to become
dependent upon food pantries and sou p kitc hens for their daily
nouri shment.
The connection between hunger and poverty has long been
identified . Two years ago, the General Board of Global Ministries
linked World Hunger and Poverty in a special Mission Emphasis
for the 1985-1988 Quadrenn iu m administered by the United
Methodist Committee on Relief . In view of present day reality ,
this requi res a renewed emphasis on the development and
implementation of hunger programs which can result not only in
the survival of mi I lions of people but also reasonabl y assure their
se lf- reliance .
During the past 12 months, the United Methodist Church has
responded in an unprecedented way to alleviate aspects of
hunger and famine . This puts the General Board of Global
M ini stries in a unique position to lead the church to even greater
challenges in providing personnel , fi nancial resources and
educational opportunit ies for the implementation of programs
which can affect greater numbers of people. This will mean
taking new initiatives to enable systemic changes w hich can have
a significant impact on the lives of the men, women and children
in vulnerable groups in our communities at home and around the
world.
Thi s special section of New World Outlook features a variety of
thought-provoking articles on world hunger and poverty; it cal Is
for repentance in the face of so mu ch con tinuing unmet need ;
and calls for celebration in witnessing aspects of programs which
lead to significant change in the lives of those on whose behalf we
se rve .
-Norma Kehrberg
New World Outlook • March 1986
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banks and soup kitchens, and have
collected money and food donations
to feed the hungry poor.
Wherever the hungry have become
visible, United Methodists, following
the best instincts of the Wesleyan
heritage, have recognized and accepted their Christian responsibility.

Hiding the Wider Real ity

Randolph Nugent

F

eeding the hungry is one of the
most fundamental expressions of
love in action for Christians in the
United Methodist tradition. Both Jesus
and John Wesley exhorted their followers to demonstrate their love of
God by feeding their neighbors.
At the close of the Gospel of John,
the risen Jesus stood on the shore of the
Sea of Tiberias and three times asked
Simon Peter, "Do you love me?" And
as a concrete demonstration of Peter' s
professed love, Jesus commanded,
"Feed my lambs . .. tend my sheep. "
By personal example and in instruction to the Methodist Soc ieties,
John Wesley placed feeding the hungry poor at the top of the list of
expressions of active neighborliness
and scriptural holiness . In Wesley's
view, every person in the world was a
neighbor, "every child of His who is
the Father of the spirits of all flesh."
In his sermon on "The Good Steward," John Wesley asked, " Wast thou
accordingly a general benefactor to
mankind?" And first on the list of
illustrative beneficial acts is "feeding
the hungry."
In 1776, when he was contacted by
the Commissioners of Excise to give an
accounting of his personal possessions, Wesley answered : "I have two
si Iver teaspoons at London , and two at
Bristo l. Th is is all the plate I have at
present; and I shall not buy any more,
w hi le so many round me want bread. "
W esley' s passionate commitment to
the hunger issue lasted until the end . A
20
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1787 entry in his}ourna/ says that John
Wesley, then 84 years old , went
"a-beggi ng" for four days in wintry
weather to collect money to feed the
poor.

When the Hungry Are Seen
Even when feeding the hungry is
recognized and accepted as a fundamental mission duty, perceiving the
dynamics and the manifestations of
hunger requires a comprehensive
global vision. It is less difficult to
perceive the hunger problem than to
actually see the hungry; or to respond
to direct appeals for immediate food
assistance than to identify and address
the root causes of hunger.
When the hungry are seen , the
mission response and the outpouring
of love in action among United
Methodists has been exemplary .
Media reports-articles, pictures and
television footage-documenting
hunger and starvation in Africa (particularly in Ethiopia) touched the mission
sensitivity and zeal of United Methodist congregations nationwide . Donations to provide immediate, emergency food relief were immediate and
generous.
The growing numbers of the hungry
and homeless in communities
throughout the United States, whose
visible presence stands in stark contradiction to the general level of
affluence in the nation, have also
elicited an immediate , direct response. More and more United Methodist churches have established food
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Ironically, the high visibility of
certain groups among the hungry,
both at home and around the world ,
contributes to hiding the wider reality
of global hunger. Exclusive focus on
the famine in Ethiopia, for example,
hides the magnitude of hunger and
starvation elsewhere on the continent
of Africa, as well as in Asia , Latin
America, and throughout the Third
World.
Spotlighting hunger among the
homeless obscures the reality that at
least twenty million persons in the
nation known as the " bread-basket of
the world " are hunger victims . As
small farms disappear and family
farmers cave in to bankruptcy, hunger
afflicts even those who ti II the soi I in
the United States.
Here too our United Methodist
heritage is instructive. John Wesley
was concerned about both the invisibility and the causes of hunger. He
urged Methodists to actively and
diligently search for those in poverty,
hunger and deprivation; to " creep in
among" the poor " in spite of dirt and a
hundred disgusting circumstances ."
" Do not confine your conversation ,"
Wesley wrote in a letter to a woman of
means, " to genteel and elegant people ."

"Because They Have No Work"
Not only was John Wesley concerned with giving recognition and
visibility to the hungry poor but he was
also determined to identi fy and address the causes of hunger. " I have
known those who could onl y afford to
eat a little coarse food once every
other day," Wesley wrote. " Now,
why is this? " he continued . " Why
have all these nothing to eat? Because
they have nothing to do. The plain
reason why they have no meat is
because they have no work."
Thus John Wesley was tireless in his
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direct prov1s1on of emergency food
assistance to hungry individuals while
at the same time accepting the role of
outspoken advocate on behalf of all
victims of hunger. He identified the
sources of widespread unemployment, the " monopolizing of farms "
which squeezed out the little farmer,
and the changes in food production
which put food prices out of the reach
of the poor.
In The Methodist Heritage (Abingdon Press, 1951 ), Henry Carter summarized John Wesley's advocacy role
with these words: " What he did was to
indict with plainness of speech such
causes of distress as observation revealed to him . He denounced the
luxury which fed on the new sources
of wealth ; he claimed justice for the
poor who were the victims of social
and industrial circumstances outside
their control. "
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Arthur Simon

Re-appropriating the
Wesleyan Heritage
Today, as in John Wesley's time,
hunger and starvation have to do with
acts of nature (drought and crop
failure) but they also have to do with
the political and economic results of
human decisions and actions . All over
the world, poverty and unemployment
increase the ranks of the hungry by
making the cost of food prohibitive.
Political instability, fighting and the
resulting displacement of persons into
refugee status further magnify the
numbers of the desperately hungry.
The transfer of economic resources
away from human development and
need spreads the plague of hunger at
home and abroad .
In such a global setting, the Wesleyan heritage and model must be
re-appropriated for mission . Feeding as
mission means finding hungry ind ividuals the world over and feeding them.
But it also means being advocates in
mission on behalf of all hunger victims . It means seeking to eradicate the
root causes of hunger while feeding
the hungry. Our mission response
must incorporate both aspects of the
command of the risen Jesus, " Feed
my lambs .. .tend my sheep."
•
The Rev . Rando lph Nugent is general
secretary of the Genera l Boa rd of Gl o bal
Mi nistries.
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ith the Africa famine behind us,
it' s time to move on to other
concerns . Right?
Unfortunately, that is exactly the
conclusion that the vast majority of the
public, even the church- going public,
has already drawn .
The conclusion is not deliberately
callous. We are simply creatures of the
media. The African famine ravaged
countries in Africa long before it
became prominently featured in the
media, but it wasn 't really important
until the television networks began
beaming film clips of starving Ethiopians to us on the evening news. Now
that the famine has receded somewhat
(though by no means ended) and is
seldom attracting TV coverage, hunger in Africa-hunger anywhere-is
way down on our list of priorities.

Out of Sight, Out of Mind
Something is seriously wrong with
this way of grasping and responding to
a human tragedy as global and pervasive as hunger, a tragedy that goes
unrelentingly on and on with or
without a famine. The tragedy is
unseen by us because most of its
victims do not have the luxury of
suffering and dying in ways that are

dramatic enough to attract media
attention.

The Mass of the Iceberg
Think of an iceberg. Famine is
merely the tip, the part that we
occasionally see-in this case from the
comfort of our living room . But the
great mass of the iceberg I ies below the
surface, unseen . If the tip of the
iceberg is famine , the mass of ice
below the surface is chronic malnutrition , which day after day saps the
energy of hundreds of millions of
victims around the globe.
According to UNICEF, more than
40,000 young children die each da y
from malnutrition and disease. That's
the equivalent in deaths of a Hiroshima every three days.
In a report issued just before the turn
of the year, the U. N. Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimated that the number of hungry
people in free market economies of the
developing countries increased during
the decade of the 1970s by 10 to 22
million, depending on different assumptions regarding calorie needs.
Not counting socialist econom ies
(which would exclude some of the
world 's most food-deficient countries
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such as Eth iopia, Mozambique and
those of Indoch ina), the number of
people undernourished in developing
countries wou ld range from 335 to
494 million , again depending on
assumptions regarding energy needs.
And the ir numbers have almost certa inly continued to increase in the first
ha lf of the current decade. That is the
bad news. The good news is that the
percentage of those suffering from
hu nger in those free market developing countries dropped during the
1970s by four or five po ints. But that
stil l leaves an average of 15 to 23
percent of their popu lation suffering
from undernutrition .
Hunger claims victims primarily in
Africa, Asia and Latin America. In
absolute numbers, most of them live in
As ia, but a higher proportion of the
popu lation in Africa is undernourished . And there are many hungry
peop le also in our own country, let us
not forget.

Why Is Hunger So Widespread?
We instinctivel y ask, Why is
hunger so w idespread? What causes
it? The answer is not simply lack of
food production , as our own country
il lustrates so well. Never before in the
history of the world has there been
such a food-surplus country as is the
United States today. Yet millions of
our own citizens go hungry and their
numbers have increased during the
1980s w ith higher unemployment,
more people be low the poverty line
(14.4 percent in 1984) and a widening
of the gap between rich and poor. In
any country, food surpluses can exist
side-by-side w ith people who cannot
afford to buy the food they need.
If you conclude from this that
poverty is a more bas ic cause of
hunger than inadequate food production, you are right. There is poverty
and all the factors that lie behind
poverty : unemployment, underemployment, lack of training, lack of
access to land and to techniques that
w ou ld enable small-scale food producers to produce more food , and a
sense of powerlessness against overwhelming odds, to name but a few .
I do not mean to suggest that food
shortages are never a problem. Africa
illustrates that they often are, for it is
the onl y region of the world where per
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capita food production has been declining, and it has been doing so there
for more than two decades. But other
factors have an impact as well, including failed policies that help to
account for inadequate food production. Although prolonged and widespread drought played a large role in
the African famine , as did civil warfare
in several of the most severely hit
countries, neglect of agriculture accounts even more for lagging food
production in most African countries .
That neglect is especially noticeable
regarding small-scale, subsistence
level producers-which is to say the
vast majority of food producers in
Africa . Poorly targeted assistance from
donor countries has often reinforced
that neglect. And government policies
have tended to undercut small-scale
farmers by keeping food prices artificially low for urban consumers, in
order to avoid political unrest in the
cities .
To make matters more difficult,
countries in which hunger is widespread are typically very poor to begin
with, and often buffeted by economic
realities over which they have little or
no control. Inflation, recession or
sluggishness in the world economy
may deal them devastating blows.
They find themselves paying more and
more for manufactured goods they
have to import, but earning less and
less by comparison for their exports.
And most of them are faced with
severe debt burdens, aggravated by
high interest rates in the U.S.

How to Respond
At this point most of us are tempted
to throw up our hands in despairwhich would be fine if we were
dealing only with some abstract economic problem. Unfortunately hunger
has to do with human lives-lives no
less precious to God than your life and
mine.
But we don't have to despair, nor
should we, as people of faith.
One way in which we can continue
to respond to God's love and the need
of others is to continue to contribute
generously to those church agencies
and programs that are engaged in
direct assistance.
But I want to suggest that there is yet
another crucial way for Christians to
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respond, a way so important that
without such a response we invite
failure . That way is advocacy : the
expressing of our opinions to the
nation's decision-makers regarding
national policies that affect hungry
people.
Does that really make a difference?
You bet it does.
Long before the African famine
became a publicly popular issue,
Christian citizens across the land,
many of them working through Bread
for the World' s advocacy network,
began writing letters to the State
Department and the members of Congress urging a strong U .S. response .
Bread for the World helped to get

II

But we don't
have to despair,
nor should we, 11
as people of faith.

legislation introduced in Congress
and , along with various other groups,
built public support for emergency aid
to the stricken nations. To make a long
story short, this effort succeeded in
obtaining more than a billion dollars in
additional food and non-food aid for
Africa during 1984 and 1985. The
response was imperfect, but it played a
crucial role in getting aid to millions of
starving people.
The African famine illustrates why
both private aid and government
action are absolutely crucial. Private
aid agencies, such as Church World
Service, were among the first to send
out a public alarm regarding the
emerging famine. Private agencies
were doing extensive relief work in
Ethiopia, for example, long before the
U.S. government provided aid . But the
problem was simply too massive for
their limited resources and the need
for assistance was enoromous. So
private agencies more than others
knew the importance of getting a
large, timely government response .
They, in fact, became some of the
most eloquent witnesses in documenting the need for such a response.
Besides, the overwhelming majority of
food aid distributed by private U.S.
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agencies is obtained through grants
from the U.S. food aid program. So
their ability to respond fully to desperately hungry people also depended on
the U.S. government. And the government' s action was in no small part
determined by Christian citizens calling for it in a timely, effective way .
Clearly the dollars spent on advocating government intervention in the
African famine multiplied many hundreds of times over in effective help to
those in need .

Child Survival
Let me offer another illustration . In
1984 Bread for the World proposed
and Congress established a Child
Survival Fund , for which Congress
appropriated an initial $25 million .
(The second year's funding is substantially higher. ) That money is used to
promote four simple techniques
(breast feeding, use of growth charts,
immunization and oral rehydration)
that can dramatically reduce the death
rate of infants and other young children in developing countries . If UNI CEF director James P. Grant is right,

nrhe African famine
illustrates why both
private aid and
government action are
absolutely crucial."

survival is thi s year's effort to get
substantial U .S. fund ing for global
immunization of chi ldren . Congress
has a bill to act on . But that action will
be positive only if many of us join in
asking for it.

Private Action and Public Policy
each $100 from that fund will save a
child 's life. That makes 250,000 chil dren who will live rather than die, as a
result of one year's funding alone-five children for every Bread for the
World member. So do not say, " What
I do won 't make a difference."
As both of these examples show,
however, they are only steps along the
way. So much more remains to be
done. For example, as the famine
fades from view, what wi 11 we do-what will you do-to support the
efforts of African people to reestablish
themselves and begin to reverse the
trends in food production , deforestation and expanding deserts? Public as
well as private efforts will be needed ,
and without the help of extensive
media coverage .
One important follow-up on child

As people who celebrate God's gift
of salvation to us in Christ, we are
prone to th ink in terms of fa ith as a
motivation for private action . But often
the well-being of others, the truly
desperate needs of others, can on ly be
effectively addressed through public
policy. Why? Because nationa l decisions may be requ ired .
Hunger is that kind of need. Our
persona l and private assi stance wi 11 be
more important than ever-but so will
our voices ra ised on behalf of the
hungry to our leaders in Washington .
That, too, is a way of responding to
God's love and serving God more f uI ly
with our lives.
•
Arthur Si mon is the executi ve d irector
fo r Bread for the World in Washin gton,
D.C.
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hile many Americans keep
reminding the nation of claims
on its compassion for hungry people
abroad, some are also trying to increase awareness of hunger in the
United States.
Bread for the World, an ecumenical
citizens' group that focuses attention
on world hunger, published a 1985
study and action guide entitled "Hunger in a Land of Plenty." It reported
that in the United States in the 1980s
"people never before needing food
assistance were turning to soup kitchens and food pantries in numbers
larger than many of these private
agencies could serve."
Among other notable groups recently giving attention to domestic
hunger, perhaps the greatest impact
has come from the Physicians Task
Force on Hunger in America, an
independent body that operated under
the auspices of the Harvard University
School of Public Health. The Task
Force concluded:
Hunger is a problem of epidemic
proportions across the nation .
Hunger in America is getting worse,
not better.
Mal nutrition and i II-health are associated with hunger.
Hunger is the result of federal
government policies.
Present policies are not alleviating
hunger in America.
Despite extensive study and accumulation of much information, the
Task Force was not able to present
exact statistics on the extent of the
hunger "epidemic. " Although hunger
in America is undoubtedly extensive,
it said, measuring an epidemic of
hunger is difficult because techniques
of study-what doctors cal I epidemiology-are not sufficiently precise.
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" In a tragic sense epidemiology in
Ethiopia is largely a matter of counting
the dead," said the Task Force report.
"In the United States, malnutrition is
not so obvious. Instead of a single
clearcut outcome-starvation leading
to death-we have to look for the
multiplicity of outcomes that may
result from mild or moderate malnutrition .11

Signs of Malnutrition
This kind of study must surmount
the lack of any " nutrition surveillance
system " keeping track of groups at
risk, the Task Force said . But it cited
the evidence of malnutrition among
the poor in such factors as low birth
weights and mortality figures for infants, anemia among various groups
and susceptibility to infection among
older people. Generally, studies of the
hunger problem tend to correlate it
with poverty, for though some poor
people may not be hungry, those who
are hungry will doubtless be found
where poverty exists. Hunger in
America is a problem of poverty .
"While no one knows the precise
number of hungry Americans, available evidence indicates that up to
20 million citizens may be hungry at
least some period of time each
month," said the Task Force. " In the
1960s, before the expansion of federal
nutrition programs, hunger was a daily
problem for millions of citizens .
Today, evidence indicates that weaknesses in these same programs leave
millions of citizens hungry several
days each month, and often more ."

A Different Kind of Problem
The bountiful food harvests in the
United States make hunger here a
different kind of problem than in
Ethiopia or other countries unable to
grow enough food to feed their people . American farmers produce so
much food they get themselves in
trouble-surpluses glutting the market
and prices falling below the cost of
production .
Most hungry Americans live within
walking distance of grocery stores
displaying long shelves of breads,
grains, meats, dairy products, eggs,
nuts, fruits and vegetables in abundance and variety . The food is before

them. People who are hungry simpl y
lack money to bu y. Even the food
stamp and other welfare programs
leave many people short at times .
It has not been easy for the nation to
face the fact that hunger exists on a
significant scale within its boundaries .
The producti vity of the American
farmer is a theme of frequent boasting,
and through the Food for Peace
program , surplus commodities are
regularly shipped from the United
States to countries al I over the world.
Vast amounts of food grown in the
United States are also exported for sale
abroad-even grain to the nation's
chief superpower rival , the Soviet
Union.
If millions of American citizens,
children as well as adults, nonetheless
show evidence of malnutrition, many
people would say something is wrong
with the economic and political system governing distribution . Hunger,
consequently, becomes a political
footbal I, kicked back and forth between those disposed to defend the
system and those more inclined to
criticize.

A Public Issue Since the Sixties
Domestic hunger emerged as a
public issue in the 1960s. In the winter
of 1965-1966 , 3 5 black people
moved into an abandoned air force
base in Greenvi lle, Mississippi , and
distributed leaflets saying, " We are
here because we are hungry and cold
and we have no jobs or land ."
Federal troops came in and evicted
them , but publicity surrounding the
event also led Washington to take a
number of actions designed to deal
with the problem of poverty, particularly in Mississippi . However, reports of hunger in the state persisted ,
and in April of 1967 a Senate subcommittee went to Mississippi for
on-the-spot investigation. It subsequently issued a shocking report citing
" clear evidence of acute malnutrition
and hunger among families in the
Mississippi Delta ."
In the following month, the Field
Foundation in New York sent a team of
doctors to investigate. They found " in
boys and girl s in every country we
visited , obvious evidence of severe
malnutrition with injury to the bod y's

tissues-its mu scles, bones and sk in,
as well as an associated psychologi cal
state of fatigue , li stlessness and exhaustion .11
The report of these doctors led the
Citizens' Crusade Against Poverty to
wonder if similar condition s existed in
other states. So it establi shed the
Citizens' Board of Inqu iry into Hunger
and Malnutrition in the United States.
Their findings, issued in 1968,
included " concrete ev idenc e o f
chronic hunger and malnutrition in
every part of the United States where
we have held hearings or condu cted
field tri ps . 11
Much of the national political leadership became arou sed , the food
stamp program was expanded and a
follow-up stud y in 1977 found the
hunger problem had dimini shed .
Some people believed it had been
overcome in its more seriou s dimensions .

Hunger Returns in the Eighties
" But hunger returned ," the Ph ysicians Task Force reported in 1985 .
When the Reagan Admini stration took
office in 1981 , it began cutting back
on programs to help the poor. The
number of people receiving food
stamps had grown from two million in
1970 to more than 20 mill ion at the
end of the decade. But one million
recipients were cut out of the program
and many more gave up the struggle
for help in the face of increasing
bureaucratic hassles . Meanwhile ,
from 1979 to 1983, the number of
Americans living in poverty grew by a
third.
What this squeeze meant became
starkly visible at soup kitchens, food
pantries and other emergency programs operated by churches and other
voluntary groups. Sharply increased
numbers of people began showing up
desperate for food. " Hunger has returned to our nation primaril y due to
governmental failure," said the report
of the Physicians Task Force.
This report was based on condition s
at the bottom of the 1982-1983
recess ion, and a degree of econom ic
recovery si nee then has alleviated
some of the condition s it desc ribed,
though the number of Ameri ca ns
living in poverty rem ains far higher
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Hunger in America is
''
getting worse, not better.
than in the 1970s . Overall , the national pi cture has not been altered in
its fundamentals.
The Census Bureau reported last
August that the poverty rate decl ined
from 15 .3 percent of the population ,
or 35 .5 million, in 1983, to 14.4
percent, or 33 .7 mi llion, in 1984. That
statistic, of course, became another
pol it ical football-Reagan forces
cla i m i ng it proved their policies
worked , critics charging it still showed
a massive nationa l problem not receiving adequate attention from the
federal government.

The "New" and the Long-Term Poor
Understanding poverty and hunger
requires a look at particular categories
of victims as well as overall statistics .
Recovery from a national recession
brings help primarily to the " new
poor" ; people who were accustomed
to supporting themselves but sudden ly
became destitute when their factories
or whatever shut down and they lost
their jobs. Often the " new poor" have
assets that make them ineligible for
assistance, but still have insufficient
money for food. So their suffering is
real. But if an upswing in the economy
allows them to start working again ,
they can get on their feet and move
back toward their former way of life.
For other categories of poor people,
the long-term poor, that is not necessarily the case. People who because of
age, disability or lack of job skills were
unemployed and impoverished before
the recession will likely remain unemployed and impoveri shed afterward .
Single-parent fam ilies, headed by
women , make up nearly half the poor
families . In some cases economic
recovery wi 11 enable the mother to
move toward self-support; in many
cases, it wi 11 not.
Dealing with poverty and hunger in
America requires targetting these particular groups with programs specifically designed for them-assuring a
decent level of nutrition for people
who cannot work, developing effective job programs for those who can .
Of course, it also means taking action
on suc h problems as fathers away from
home who ignore thei r responsibility
to make child support payments .
Another dimension of the problem

is bringing minorities into full participation in the economy. Poverty rates
for blacks, Hispanics and Native
Americans far exceed those for whites .
Black poverty declined from 35 .7
percent in 1983 to 33 .8 percent in
1984, but remained more than twice
the national average. The number of
black children under six living in
poverty rose from 49 .4 percent to 51 . 1
percent. On the other hand, there are
also traditional and persisting pockets
of white poverty requiring special
attention, as in Appalachia.
Another complicating factor is that
economic recovery does not benefit
all parts of the country equally. For
example, a decline in the oil industry
has meant continuing recession for
Houston. In a series of articles published in the Houston Chronicle May
5-10, 1985 , reporters Bonnie Brittand
Nicholas Chriss detailed evidence of
widespread hunger in many parts of a
city that only a few years ago was
booming and drawing hopeful job
applicants from Detroit and other
depressed areas. Surveying 190 private food pantries in the county, the
reporters found 84 percent of the
directors said the need for emergency
food was growing. A Texas Senate
Select Committee on Hunger meanwhile declared that it found the
problem worse in Houston than in any
other city of the state.

The National Program Division
Within the General Board of Global
Ministries, it is the National Program
Division that is most directly concerned with the problem of domestic
hunger. Jane Brice-Briddell , coordinator of the division's hunger committee, says it carries out no direct hunger
program as such but seeks through a
variety of its national mission activities
to respond to this challenge.
The National Program Division
serves as an advocate for legislation to
benefit hungry Americans, and in its
program of Community Economic
Development seeks to deal with general problems of poverty . Of course,
community centers and other agencies
related to the National Program Division are often providing direct services
to hungry people. And the National
Program Division cooperates with

11

I

other denominations through the National Council of Churches Working
Group on Domestic Hunger and Poverty.
Twenty percent of the gifts received
through the Advance Special for the
GBGM World Hunger Poverty Program are set aside for use in the United
States. The National Program Division
recommends domestic projects to
UMCOR, and if UMCOR approves,
receives the money and dispenses it.
The National Program Division also
receives hunger funds from the Food ,
Land and Justice program of the
Women' s Division . This program has
its own specific criteria for allocating
funds to applicants.

Projects Assisted in 1985
Projects assisted by the National
Program Division under these two
programs in 1985 included hungerrelated efforts such as:
$10,000 to Low Income People
Together of Cleveland , Ohio, an
agency that helps food stamp recipients when the stamps come late or for
some reason fail to arrive at all. It also
helps poor people with heat and
lighting bills so they will not have to
use up their food money taking care of
these expenses.
$6,000 to Project WAGE (Women
Associated for Growth Economically)
in North Memphis, Tennessee, an
organization that helps women participate in gardening and canning.
$20,000 to the Federation of Southern Cooperatives, a program aiding
black farmer-landowners in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and South
Carolina .
$10,000 to the Emergency Food
Pantry Program in the Texas border
town of Laredo, a program helping
people out of work when peso devaluation reduced the amount of shopping
done by Mexicans in the United
States.
$5 ,000 to the Southeast Michigan
Food Coalition , an agency that assists
food pantr ies, food cooperatives,
farmers' markets and community garden projects.
•
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Tracy Early is a free-lance ·vriter, based
in New Yo rk .
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hroughout its history, directors of
the United Methodist Committee
on Relief have recognized the need to
be involved in programmatic efforts
which attack the root causes of hunger
throughout the world . UMCOR responds and always will be ready to
respond to crisis needs but a key goal
underlying all of UMCOR programmatic efforts is to help communities to
bring about changes in their lives
which enable them to live in " wholeness. "
In recognition of the fact that needs
are extensive and underlying causes of
endemic hunger involve changes in
practices and systems, our human
efforts are meagre but the church is
called to be involved . Christ does not
ask to what extent we have been
faithful , but He has called us to be
faithful. It is in this spirit that I want to
tell about some of the involvement of
UMCOR in programs that affect
changes in practices and custom s
which enable some of the " poorest of
the poor" to experience a portion of
the justice which Christ has called for.
I have recently returned from a field
visit to the sub-continent of Asia,
where several outstanding examples
of programs which work toward the
alleviation of root causes of hunger
and poverty are in place .
CASA, the Churches Au xiliary for
Social Action, is one of the key
agencies through which the United
Methodist Committee on Relief works
in India. Brought together as an
ecumenical agency to respond to
disasters and developmental needs on
behalf of the churches in India, CASA
has significantly changed its programmatic efforts during the past five years.
Recognizing that relief is life saving
for people involved in natural di sasters, CASA also recognized that in
order to rehabi I itate and assist communities in determining their own
future, it was necessary to change their
focus in development.

Establishing Grain Banks
Recent significant programmatic efforts of CASA include the establishment of grain banks. Although this is
not a new concept the system of grain
banks enables peasant farmers to
receive just prices for their harvests.
The Government of India sets a market
price for sale of grains following the
harvest, but it is unlikely that individual farmers would receive the set price
on the open market because of surplus
grains during the harvest period. However, at this time of year, the peasants
are in great need of cash so they are
forced to sell at less than market
prices .
The merchant middlemen, who
have the cash , purchase the grain at
below market prices, store it unti I the
prices rise, and then sel I at a profit. The
farmers end up not receiving the
minimal market price for their grain
because they are unable to store the
grain until it reaches market price.
In order to help peasant farmers

increase their earnings from grain
sales, CASA has establi shed a system
of grain banks in selected vi IIages.
Many of these vi llages are in tribal
areas or in villages with "scheduled "
caste people frequentl y referred to as
" untouchables". In consultation w ith
the villagers and w ith their help a grai n
storage build ing known as a " godown" (warehouse) is built to be used
by the farmers.
Farmers harvest and bag the grain,
transport it to the godown for storage ,
at wh ich time they recei ve market
prices for their crops . But they make a
contract to store their grain in the
" godown " by paying one rupee (10
cents U.S.) per month per sack. Wh en
the prices go above market price, the
grain is sold and the fa rmers real ize the
profi t.

Work in Karjit Village
In Karjit village, a fi ve-hour dri ve
from Bombay, a CASA community
developer has been wmking with the

Facility for Weighing Grain, Karjit Village, Bombay District
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Membe rs of Texas Annual
Confe rence Inspecting Building
of New Grain Storage
Fac ility in Ka rjit Village

vi II agers for twelve months. During
th i s time , a number of different
projects were started at the request of
the tribal people living in the village .
One project was the establishment of a
grain bank. When the villagers decided to work on the development of a
grain bank, CASA made available a
grant provi ded by UMCOR to build
th is grain bank.
First, the villagers secured land to
build the " godown". Since there was
no brick- making factory in the isolated area, the villagers themselves, with
the technical assistance of CASA,
made their own bricks. By November,
1985 , work had started on the actual
building of the "godown ." Bric ks that
had been made by the peasants were
stored along the perimeter and used as
needed . However, the villagers recognized that the harvest season had
arrived and the building wasn't fin ished . They arranged to use a porf on
of one of the larger homes in the
village for storage. During my threehour vis it to the village, farmer after
farmer came with sacks of grain to be
weighed , stacked and stored in the
temporary grain storage area.
These villagers now have a system
that enables them to get an adequate
price for their grain . Cash was immediately available at the close of this
harvest season to repay debts and
purchase essential goods. When
prices rise and the grain is sold, they
will receive more money.

Percolation Tanks
Another example of efforts to increase food production in India is the
Baramati Agricultural Trust. This
project helps peasant families to produce their own food while increasing
their econom ic power. The trust is
12 6

located in the State of Maharastra, a
12-ho ur d r ive south of Bomba y.
Baramati District is a desert-like area
with freq uent period s of prolonged
drought. Ei ghteen years ago, because
of a drought of tw o to three years
duration, vill agers came to one of the
leading Ch ristian w orkers in the area
requesti ng hel p. The we ll s had gone
dry in their vil lage. The vill agers were
advised to dig their we ll s deeper. They
did but there was no water.
However, the State Mi ni ster of
Maharastra advised the commun ity to
finis h a "perco latio n ta nk" that had
been started many years earl ier. The
" perco lation ta nk" w as designed to
trap the water and hold it long enough
foritto seep down to thevo lcanicrock
underground in order to "feed " the
wells in the 15-20 mi le area behind
the tan k.
The pe rco lation tan ks are bu i lt in
areas in the district w hich are natural
co llectio n po ints for water. Wh en, and
if, the rai ns come du ri ng the monsoon
season, these percolation tanks hold
th e water until the w ater percolates
through the specially designed openings in the midd le of the dam . The
water reaches the vol canic rock and
spreads underground beh ind the dam,
filling the well s.
After sites are selected by engi neers
a V-shaped trench is dug in the middle
of the coll ecti on area of the dam.
Holes are dri lied into the vol can ic rock
from the surface along the trench. The
trench is fi lled with bl ack mud through
which water seeps very slowly . Each
side of the trench is about one foot
wide and ten feet long. Sand and rocks
are used to cover the mud and then an
earthen dam is built to collect the
water.
During the last eighteen years, 240
percolation ta nks have been bu i lt in

thi s area. In a village called Paradawad i, the cost of bu ilding the
earthen dam and percolation tank was
$10,000 . It took eight months to bu ild .
Presentl y the w ater in the dam is 22
feet deep. In addition to filling the
well s in the area, the water is used to
irrigate land behind the earthern dam .
It is stocked w ith fi sh and avai Iable to
the people of the area . Also, 71,000
trees have been planted in a reforestation effort to bring further productivity
to the land . The Paradawadi dam was
built through the work of villagers
livi ng in the area. Men and women
were hired to work on the dam in a
food for work arrangement. Each
villager was paid four kilos (8.8 lbs) of
grain per day of work.
During the last 18 years, engineers
have estimated that the watertable has
increased three meters in the well s in
Baramati district. The effects of the
percolation tank are visible. Where
there are no percolation tanks, onl y
scrub brush and unproductive land is
visible. Suddenly one comes upon
10-15 miles of growing crops . Thi s is a
direct result of the percolation tank
bu ilt in the surrounding area. The
tan ks were requested and built by the
villagers and the benefits are theirs .
UMCOR participated in this program through its support of CASA,
w hich in turn , provided technical
assistance. UMCOR also supplied
some of the grain used for payment of
the vi II agers .

Community Developers Help Villagers
Another programmatic effort which
leads to self-rel iance is through the
appl ication of principles of commun ity development. The Government of
Ind ia has established a variety of
programs to facil itate development:
tribal development programs, integrated rural development programs,
rural development programs , and
w ater improvement programs. However, in many village areas, the
peasants are not aw are of these
provision s and therefore are not able
to take advantage of the programs that
the government has made available.
CASA, among others, organ ized a
system of communi ty developers in
selected areas in Indi a. Their rural
community developers were selected
from the region s in wh ich they work.
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Woman and child in
Ajmer, a town
20 miles from Jaipur

After three to five month s in trainin g,
the community developers go to li ve
and work among the vi I lagers. In Karj it
village, outside Bombay, the community developer has lived there for
twel ve months in a small room in one
of the village homes. He speaks the
local tribal language, and is closely
involved with the tribal people.
Slowly, as the vi llagers began to
realize that he was seriou s about being
a part of their lives, they started to talk
about some of their problems and
suggested ways to solve them .
The first program they worked on
together involved the distribution of
cooking oil. There was no cooking oil
available in the area. In order to secure
oil for cooking, villagers had to walk
three to five hours. Even then , often
they were not able to buy the amount
they desired . Within a few months, a
small cooking oil dispensing area was
set up in the village. CASA funds
provided the capital necessary to buy
an adequate amount for distribution .
This greatly eased the pressure on
families in caring for daily needs and
gave them more time to take care of
their farms .

Helping Children Under Five Years
One of the most essential programs
to allievate effects of hunger and
poverty are for children under five
years of age. This is the most vulnerable group in an y community suffering
from hunger and poverty . Based on a
primary health care approach, these
programs work to effect changes in the
feeding practices and health care of
young children . Program efforts include immunization, encouragement
of breast feeding, increased attention
to calorie-protein intake and teaching
the use and application of " Oral
Rehydration Solution " to pre vent
deaths from dehydration caused by
diarrhea.
In the Sudan , the Maternal Ch ild
Health Cl inics of the Sudan Council of
Churches are working with local
communities . Endemic malnutrition is
prevalent, primaril y as a result of poor
feeding practices of children by their
mothers. As in other rural areas of the
world , the marasmic (third degree
malnutrition) infant held in the arms of
his or her mother, whimpering gently,
needs great encouragement to eat.

When diarrhea comes, as it inev itabl y will , or when an infa nt gets a fever,
the infant doesn' t wa nt to eat or spi ts
out the food and the mothers reaffirm
that indeed " my baby w on 't eat." But
with careful intense encouragement,
the infant wi II start to eat. Even if much
of the food is spit out, some remain s
and the vital calories the infant so
desperatel y needs become available
to its bod y.
O ver and over again , one-on-one
teaching and motivating of mothers is
critical. It is being done through the
staff in the refugee camps and the staff
of the Sudan Council of Churches,
supported in part by the United
Method ist Committee on Relief.
Programs targeted to children under
fi ve years of age in Third World
communities are trul y prov iding a
mini stry of justice, through appropriate primary health care programs.
They, the weakest and most vulnerable of our human community, are
recei ving a gift of continued life. As a
recent UNICEF poster asks, " What do
you want to be when you grow up?"
The chi Id answers, " ALIVE" .

Our effo rts are only beginnings in a
world of great need. But it is our
confidence and hope that these " beginnings" can be multiplied by the
combined efforts of concerned Christians world wide . In some cases these
development efforts are the natural
exten sion of relief work but other
projects have been carefull y des igned
to br i ng about soc ietal changes.
Whenever there is change, there is risk
involved . As established practices are
modified-peasants receiving their
own profits, improved feeding practices , cooperat ive v illage action s,
etc.-there is the risk of changing the
status quo. This poses some threat to
those who have not suffered from th e
consequences of hunger and poverty.
But for Christian s, there is no choi ce .
God has called us to " preach th e good
news, proclaim liberty to capti ves,
give sight to the bl ind and free the
•
oppressed ."
Norma Keh rberg is associate general
secreta ry, Un ited Methodist Committee on
Relief Program Depa rtment (UMCOR),

GBGM .
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Joseph Delaney
(When this report on poverty in Tunica ,
Mississippi, was first writte n exclusively for
ew World Outlook early this year,
residents of " Suga r D itch Alley" were
scheduled to be relocated at some then
undetermined time . According to the Rev.
Berry Whitehurst, pastor of Tunica First
United Methodist Ch urch , most of the
residents have been moved into trai lers
where they will stay un til new homes are
built. But money fo r the new hom es sti ll
has to be raised from federa l and state
sources, says Mr. Whitehurst, w hose al/w hite church is the only United Methodist
church in the county and includes James
Wilson, Tunica 's mayor among its 500
members.)--T HE fo1mRs

T:

unica, a small northwest Mississippi farming community , is
known as " The Gatewa y to the
Delta." But to the 250 blacks who live
amidst the squalor of Sugar Ditch
Alley, the label is misleading. To
them , Tunica is a pathway to pain and
suffering .
Located in downtown Tunica behind the First Baptist Church, Sugar
Ditch Alley got its name from a
20x10-foot ditch where residents
dump human waste because they do
not have toilets .
People in the community are mainl y
young, single, black women with

children who receive Aid for Depenundiag
dent Children (ADC) and food stamps .
Ported
What they receive is inadequate for
officiar
their families . Decent health care is
Ms.
rare, even though some of the families
gradual
receive Medicaid . They refer to themshow t
selves as the "forgotten" and the
survive
" castaways. "
Which
Marilyn Farray, a health lawyer who
percent
has bee n involved in the neighborborn in
hood, says the children here suffer
from severe health problems commonly associated with contamination
Th
by human waste . She complains that
JeariE
many serious outbreaks of parasitic
pleof tf
infestation and bacterial infections go~

1

receives $168 a month Aid for Dependent Children and food stamps.
Eight of her children live with her in a
three-room house for which she pays
$25 a month in rent.
Unlike many of her neighbors, Ms.
Simmons has a toilet which, however,
creates health problems for her neighbors. Water runs from it to a pipe into
the ditch.
Another resident, 36-year-old
Margaret Boyd, lives in a two-room
dilapidated house with her four children . She has lived in Sugar Ditch for
four years . She pays $45 a month rent.
In her threadbare kitchen , Ms. Boyd
receives water from a makeshift hydrant. Water from the hydrant runs
most of the time, she explains. "In the
winter I have ice on the inside that
thick .
" I have to let the water run to keep it
from busting. When it rains, it rains
right in, because there are no window
panes. At one of the windows , I have a
strip of tin from the top to the ground .
At the next window, I got pasteboard
boxes put up there . In this other little
room where I have my boys sleeping,
it snows right in on their clothes and on
the boys too if I do not move them. "
Mrs. Ora Lee Walls and her husband , K.C., both of whom are in their
60s, are typical of elderly residents in
the community. They have lived in a
four-room shack on the bank of Sugar
Ditch for nine years and have had to
smell the stench that long.

Violating Federal Law

undiagnosed, untreated , and unreported to local and state public health
officials .
Ms. Farray, a Yale University law
graduate, contends that current data
show black infants in Tunica fail to
survive their first birthdays at a rate
which outstrips by several hundred
percentage points that of other U .5.born infants, black or white.

The People Who Live There
Jearlean Simmons, 36, is an example of the people who live here. She is
unemployed, has nine children , and

During the spring of 1985, Tunica
town officials received a letter from the
Office of Revenue Sharing (ORS),
informing them that the town had
violated federal law by not spending
revenue sharing funds in ways which
provide black residents with water and
sewer services equal to white residents. The letter was issued following
an ORS investigation , initiated
through a complaint filed by the
National Association of Health Services Executives (NAHSE). NAHSE, a
national group representing several
hundred black health professionals,
filed the complaint on behalf of Sugar
Ditch residents with the Congressional
Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights . The chairman of this
subcommittee, Representative Don

Edwards (D.CA) , asked the ORS to
look into the allegation .
The c;:omplaint, among other things,
charged city officials with spending a
million dollars in revenue sharing
funds and Community Development
Block Grant money to beautify downtown Tunica, while spending nothing
in Sugar Ditch.
One of ORS's findings was that even
though the Sugar Ditch had been in the
city limits since 1927, people here did
not receive sewer systems until 1975,
ten years after all the town ' s newlyannexed white areas were provided
these services. According to the latest
census records, only 70 of the 138
black houses in the town have complete indoor plumbing facilities.
Another discovery made by the ORS
is that while blacks in the town
were charged for sewer services they
did not receive, whites received these
services free until 1982.
As a result of its findings , the ORS
ordered the town of Tunica to make
changes . Town officials admitted in
1985 that they had discriminated in
the provision of water and sewer
services to black residents, and expressed their intention to correct conditions. Despite this promise, the
majority of Sugar Ditch residents sti II
do not have indoor toilets.

Blacks a Large Part of the Population
Blacks make up 73 percent of the
population in Tunica. According to
the 1980 census, there are 2,566
whites and 7,050 blacks; 14.2 percent
of the work force in the county is
unemployed; 52. 9 percent of the
citizens have incomes below poverty
level ; the per capita income is $5 , 781
and 44.7 percent of the families fall
below poverty level. Transfer payments-welfare and food stamps-are
the major source of personal and per
capita incomes.
Sinceonly30.8percentoftheadult
population has a high school education , it is difficult to attract industry .
The number of dropouts for the school
year 1982-1983 was 92. The number
of graduates during this time was 112 .
Some blacks say race relations in
Tunica can be compared to apartheid
in South Africa, even though not so
dreadful. Many whites disagree; some
of them were upset when a CBS 60
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M inutes broadcast made a similar
compari son last December.
" Blacks and whites do not do
an yth ing together here," says Joe
Hawkins, a 32-year-old ex-Marine .
" We do not go to church together. We
do not go to school together. We do
not even participate in recreational
activities together."
Haw kins, a welfare case worker
who is familiar with town affa irs,
contends that blacks are not given jobs
with the city . " We do not have a single
black in the Fi re Department. "
Neither are blacks represented on
the city governing body. The fourmember town council is all white.
Blacks here say they could at least
elect one counci lman if they could
elect through a ward (district)
instead of at-large. They have filed a
suit to set up a ward system in the
town . But this may not do much good ,
since most of the town' s blacks live in
Sugar Ditch and they are scheduled to
move to housing in the county soon .
Blacks have managed to elect a few
county officials but these officials do
not have much power. For the most
part, whites run the county government, even though they are a minority.
Mrs. Nell ie Johnson, a 68-year-old
former election official , says whites
maintain control of the county government through intimidation of blacks .

Rich white landowners, she explains,
use economic reprisals against blacks
who do not do what they are told .
Whites deny this.
Both Mrs. Johnson, who is also a
retired schoolteacher, and the 42year-old Rev . Lee Davis Daniels,
share Hawkins' views about race
rel ations in Tunica. Mr. Daniels,
pastor of the Free Grace Baptist
Church here, suggests blacks suffer
because they " do not control their
(own) destiny . .. There is nothing
black-owned in Tunica . .. nothing to
motivate blacks."

The 1984 Elections
Blacks here found the November
1984 election results astonishing ,
since they had the largest turnout in
the history of the county during the
election. Nearly 3,000 black voters of
the 4,835 register~d in the county
voted in the election. Blacks are 65
percent of the registered voters .
A suit filed in a Northern Mississippi
federal court ch arges that economic
reprisals, along with voting fraud and
racial discrimination, kept six blacks
running for county and district-wide
offices from being elected during
November 1984 . The suit asked that
the election results be thrown out.
Both the district and appeals courts
have refused to do this .

-

Churches Did Little to Help

Ill

According to Joe Hawkins the
churches in Tunica-both black and
white-did little to help in Sugar
Ditch . People in the neighborhood
" have not received a dime" from any
local church " other than the local
Catholic church ," he says.
Mrs. Johnson agrees with Mr.
Hawkins about the passive nature of
the black churches . She says : " The
people in the black churches do not
want to ruffle the feathers of these
white city fathers ."
Some of the ministers, nonetheless,
have expressed an interest in Sugar
Ditch , Mr. Hawkins explains, but are
hampered by their church members
who have warned them not to get
involved.
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History and Its Legacy
To understand Sugar Ditch and the
relationship between blacks and
whites in this cottonfield community,
one must understand history. History
to blacks here is the way whites treated
them in the past. It is connected with
stories of past racial experiences.
Perhaps soon , the physical realities
of Sugar Ditch will only be a bad
memory. The residents will be moved
to other housing in the county . But
their economic , political , and social
situation will remain the same, unless
significant changes are made. Mississippi ' s Governor Bill Allain has announced a program which he maintains will address the economic needs
of the residents. Critics charge that the
program is part of a save-face effort by
the Governor.
Meanwhile, the governor asserts
that " Tunica is not unique. Several
other areas of Mississippi have problems of poverty and housing conditions ." Still , Tunica has the rare
distinction of being " the poorest coun•
ty in the nation ."
Joseph D . Dela ney, Jr., is an edito r and
w riter o n the staff of th e Nort h Miss issippi
Rural Legal Services, Oxford, MS . A nat ive
of Mississi pp i and a fo rm er Fo rd Fo undatio n Fellow, he is a member of the National
Associat io n of Black Jou rn alists and Investigative Repo rters and Edi to rs, Inc.

Sugar Ditch, where residents dump
human waste, runs behind the houses.
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Herbert Boyd

N

ow that the cri sis of drought and
famine in Africa and other parts of
the developing world has gained wide
attention , a related problem , deforestation , comes into focus .
From one end of the Third World to
the other, whether in Ethiopia where
vast stretches of forested land have
been leveled for firewood, or in
Jamaica, where the destruction of trees
has left the high slopes vulnerable to
flooding and erosion , the dilemma is
the same-the globe's forest land is
rapidly disappearing.
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) of the United
Nations, more than 27 million acres of
tropical forest are cleared each year,
which is equivalent to losing the entire
state of New York. And this estimate
does not include the denuding of
closed or restricted forests which are
being cleared at about twice the rate.
Nearly 80 percent of this wood , cut by
1.2 billion people in the developing
world , is burnt as household fuel.
But the need for fuel is not the onl y
reason for the destruction . Increasing
populations need more food . Thi s
means more farm land is necessaryland that is often obtained through the
age-old method of slash-and-burn .
Additionally, in arid regions the advancing desert (commonly known as
desertification), overgrazing, ai r pollution, acid rain , decay, insects, fires
and war, al I contribute to forest
destruction.
The mere loss of trees wou Id be
devastating enough , but deforestation
also robs the land of its moisture-retaining qualities, undernourishes crop
areas and exacerbates soi I erosion ,
which leads to loss of valuable top soil
and fertile lands. Of deeper significance, millions of species of plants
and animals, and their possible benefits , are wiped out when a forest is lost
or depleted.

Halting Deforestation
In recent months, there have been
many strategies proposed and instituted to halt excessive deforestation.
Spearheading the attack is the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), which declared 1985
the " International Year of the Forest. "
Also, this past summer in Mexico City,
a World Forestry Congress was held,
with more than 2,000 delegates from
100 countries in attendance.
Out of this conference, a strategycalling for $8 billion over five yearsis being developed and coordinated
by the World Resources Institute, a
private research group in Washington ,
D .C. The money, to be supplied in
part by the World Bank, will support

''

The world is
cutting down more
trees than it
is planting.
II
thousands of projects in tree planting,
convervation, training and related
matters.
Beyond this initiative, several Third
World nations have launched their
own reforestation plans . In Zim babwe, for the last five years, December 1 has been National Tree Day, and
throughout the country thousands of
tree seedlings have been planted . A
similar program takes place in Kenya,
under the aegis of the Green Belt
Movement, which also produces plays
that dramatize the scarcity of fuel
wood . In Haiti , mainly through the
support of the United Methodist Committee on Relief, a tree nursery program is making tremendous gains.
(See accompanying article by Mar-

shall Ashley .)
The seedlings Mr. Ashley is cultivating are an improved variety of
Leucaena, a fast-growing leguminous
tree native to Central America, that
provides its own nitrogen fertilizer and
has a deep taproot that resists drought.
This same tree is being grown in
Southeast Asia where it has reclaimed
hundreds of thousands of hectares
from useless sawgrass. Leucaenas
yield up to five times more firewood
per acre than pine trees and in India' s
Deccan Plateau , its leaves are a rich
livestock food and as a dry-season
fodder it makes dairy farming possible
there for the first time .
While there has been widespread
success with tree-growing schemes, it
is not without its criti cs. Charges are
rife that the Un ited Nations Development Program (U NDP), the major
conduit of the United Nations, and the
World Bank are sponsoring treeplanting efforts on the one hand, and ,
on the other, encouraging harmful
deforestation by supporting dubious
land expropriation and I ivestock ventures.
Such allegations, asserts Charles J.
Lankester, Principal Technical Adv iser
at UNDP, " may or may not be true .
I' m not aware of such ventures and
they would seem pointless, since
tropical forests are not suitable for
agricultural production anyway. The
land there is not fertile ."
Lankester further notes that the
general thrust at UNDP is " to upgrade
the land people presentl y occupy
... to imp rove the various crops al ready under production ." If th is is the
strategy of the UNDP, then it clearl y
circumvents much of the growing
conflict between landowners who
want to plant more trees and the
farmers who want to produce more
food , which in many cases is both for
subsistence and as a cash crop.
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The lowlands of Bolivia is one area where forests are being cut down.

Another Possible Solution
Anoth er possible solution to this
prob lem is fou nd in Burma where a
system known as taungya is utilized.
Farmers are al lotted smal I areas of land
where tree species are to be planted .
They are contracted to plant and tend
the young saplings and allowed to
grow crops between the rows until the
tree ca nopy closes after two or three
yea rs. The crop are their payment.
Obviously, each country will have
to develop its own reforestation program, based on its particular needs . A
co nservation plan developed for Belize, with its relative abundance of
untapped forests , would be fruitles in
Vietnam, for instance, where if current
trends persist the country will be
completely barren of forests by the
year 2000.
Although much has been done in
the last 20 years or so to alert nations to
the dangers facing the world ' fore t
resources, much more re earch , training and education, especially in tree
breeding and seed improvement, are
necessary. Aid, funding, planning and
36
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technical assistance are, of course, all
vital to development. But the shortage
of trained people is perhaps the most
~ressing problem. Clearly, an emphasis must be placed on investment in
people.

Stabilizing Third World Forests
Among other recommendations offered to stabilize Third World forests
(and it should be noted that U.S .
forests, though troubled . are by comparison stable), are tho e of Gabriel S.
Saab, FAO representative at the U .
In a statement to the Joint Me ico/FAO
Information Meeting la t Ma . Mr.
Saab insisted that "we need to double
the area of managed tropical fore t
and double the rate of industrial
plantations by 1 990 as a first tep ."
Mr. Saab further tre ed the need to
integrate fore try "with all a pect of
~gricultural development, including
livestock. Agrofore try ... must be researched and developed. " He al 0
uggested that fore try and refore tation be tied to World Food Da and
World Youth Da in order to gi e the
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issue added international exposure.
Years ago, Lester R. Brown, the
renowned environmentali t and president of the Worldwatch Institute I
proposed similar solutions as he analyzed the deteriorating relation hip
between people and the planet'
natural life-support s stems .
These same concerns were echoed
again in Brown's report Stare of th

World-1985 .
In the final anal sis, no matter what
recommendations are made and ho
~he problem is sized up, the ba ic i ue
1s that the world i cutting down far
more tree than it i planting. And until
thi
ituation i rectified , and an
e en-flow , usta in ed- ield pol1c
adapted , it is futile toe pect that the
forest , which ha e taken God 60
million ears or more to de elop,
won 't be virtual! de tro ed b humankind in a fe hundred ear . •
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he present UMCOR-sponsored
tree planting program in Haiti has
evolved over the past three years into a
relatively successful project where
more than 200,000 fast-growing seedlings are being planted annually by
more than 500 peasant farmers . The
project is now staffed and managed by
the Method ist Church of Haiti (MCH)
and the Christian Rural Life Training
Center.
Dr. Gene Decker of the Texas
Conference figuratively planted the
seeds to get our program started .
While on sabbatical at the University
of Maine in Orono (UMO) in 1980,
Gene got several of our faculty interested in development work together
with J. Harry Haines, then UMCOR
associate general secretary, to discuss
the needs for programs in Haiti. Gene
reasoned that since UMO had a strong
interest in Franc~American affairs,
we would have a natural affinity for
Haiti with its French language and
other ties . Shortly after thi s initial
meeting several of us from UMO made
a brief visit to Haiti under a UMO/
USAID (U .S. Agency for International
Development) sponsored program designed to get more faculty interested in
working in developing countries.
I became very interested in the
prospects of developing some kind of
reforestation project. Haiti was obviously in need of trees for every
conceivable use, from soi I conservation to meeting basic timber needs.
However, my participation was delayed by a year's work in New
Zealand . In mid-1982, John Benoit,
an education specialist, and I developed a proposal to involve Boy Scouts
in tree planting. For various reason s
this project was not realized . At Gene
Decker's suggestion , I modified thi s
proposal for submission to UMCOR. It
was funded and accepted in late 1982.
This project was entitled ' Projet
Fomasion An imate yo nan Agwosil vicol. " The literal translation of thi s from
Creole is: " a project to train techn icians in agroforestry. " For those unfa-

miliar with it, agroforestry is a term
used to describe the body of techniques which combines tree growing
with regular agricultural practi ce on
the same piece of ground. It was
envisioned that, to implement this
project, individual s from rural communities with a basic education and
an interest in improving the quality of
life in their community would be
selected and then trained in how to set
up nurseries, grow trees and then
outplant these trees with the peasant
farmers in their communities . In the
long term, the project was also to
ameliorate some of the soil erosion
and other problems confronting the
peasant farmer and the Haitian landscape while providing another cash
crop to the farmer.

Concept Not a New One
The concept of planting trees in
Haiti to be used for fuelwood and
timber produ cts , wh i le providing
other benefits such as soil conservation , was not a new one. USAID and
several private voluntary organizations have been involved with thi s on a
large scale si nce the early 1980's.
Many of my ideas came from their
work which sought to provide a
culturally acceptable means of providing a new source of cash income
along with the other amenities derived
from tree planting. It was originall y
conceived that we would plant fast
growing tropical spec ies, many of
them natural soil improvers (nitrogen
fi xi ng), which could be harvested for
fuelwood , posts and poles in three to
five years or less. Such exoti c species
as Leucaena, Neem, Cass ia and Eucalyptus and native species such as
Haitian catalpa were to be grown .
Further, the trees were to be planted
on the boundary of the farm s or within
the cropped area in such a way that the
farmer could still use hi s land to grow
other cash crops so essential to hi s
daily existence.
By early 1983, the fi rst and , in

retrospect, th e most diffic ult phases of
the project w ere underway. I traveled
to Haiti to meet with chu rch officials to
explain the project's goal s and to seek
their acceptance and support for it.
This was not an easy process . M any of
them had questions as to how such a
program reall y would benefit Haiti or
else the y had w el l mean i ng but
different ideas of how the project
should be run . Through the conti nued
patience and support of Edoua rd
Domond, Chairman of the Meth odist
Church in Haiti , ou r arrangements and
support materia li zed . Pastor Maurice
Isadore, head of the circu it w here our
training was to take pl ace, selected our
first class of students. Marco Depestre,
Jr., head of the Ru ral Life Training
Center Christian in Vialet w here our
training was to be he ld, arranged for
guest speakers and man y of our
logistical arrangements at his Center.
Looking back on it now, hi s conti nued
support seems al l the more amazing as
we came to him as a program outside
his regular operation and asked to set
up a program outside hi s control yet
located at hi s training center. He
in itially received no funding from us
outside of some payments for feeding
and housing our students and some
fund ing to offset the costs of generating
power to prov ide w ater fo r our nursery .

The Program Gets Underway
At about that same ti me, Ro land
Dupui s, a Peace Corps returnee from
the Ph ilippines, a graduate student
under my direction, started taking
coursework and Creole language
train ing at UMO to prepare him to
in itiate the first training program in the
summer of 1983 . Roland was also to
tra in some Haitians to continue the
progra m after his departure in the fall
of 1984.
All this was accomp lished and is
now history. Many changes have been
made in the conduct of the program ,
but its origina l premises and goal s
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farmers, and to give a basic living
wage to them for their continued
involvement in the project, including
the recruitment of new farmers into
our program .

Some Uncertainties

Seed li ngs growing at the nursery at Vialet, Ha iti.

have remained unchanged. Marco
Depestre, Jr. is now ma nagi ng the
entire program in Haiti. The people
trained origina ll y by Roland have
departed for better payi ng agrofo restry
related jobs. O th ers have been trai ned
to rep lace them and the nursery at
Vi alet is producing between 70,000
and 100,000 seed li ngs to be planted
each of the two rai ny seasons in Haiti .
Several of our graduates have set up
their own local nurseries in their ow n
comm unities. Eac h of these can provide about 5000 trees fo r as many as
twenty five farmers each season at an
average of 200 trees per fa rmer .
However, the majority of ou r graduates have and will conti nue to be
supported with trees grow n at our
training sessi ons in Vialet. O ur fourth
session is just starti ng and the number
of new students in this and each future
session is being keyed to the avai lable
number of trees being prod uced in the
nursery and the number of fa rmers
being supplied with trees. The number
of farmers and number of prospective
students has always far outweighed
the capacity of our progra m to handle
them.

Changes Being Considered
However, there are severa l changes
now being considered which w ill
res ult in more farmers receivi ng trees .
These inclu de doubling the capacity of
the nursery at Vialet, increasing the
number of local " mini " nurseries
estab lished by our graduates, and the
training of students from circuits out38
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side the Petit-Goave circuit which
contains the areas around Vialet.
These students from other ci rcuits
would not receive trees from our
nursery, but would be expected to set
up their own for future production in
their own circui t. The number of trees
received per farmer is al so going to be
reduced some . Other consideration s
now include the addition of fruit trees
and the pre-ordering of speci es by
individual farmers before the nursery
seeding is done for each tra ining
session .
Key to our success to thi s point
beyond those people already mentioned has been support by the Pan
Ameri can Development Foundation
(PADF) in buying the majority of our
production from each training session
and then turn ing the seedlings over to
our graduate an imators for planting
wi th the peasant fa rmers in their
communities. PADF is USAID funded
and is one of those private volunteer
organizations dedicated to supporting
agroforestry projects and the cash
cropping of trees with peasant farmers.
Bill Buffum , the PADF forester for the
region around Vialet, has not onl y
arranged the contracts for our tree
sales each season but he has al so
partici pated as a guest lecturer in our
program itsel f. Without the PADF
support, our program would be onehalf to one-th ird th e size it is now . In
esse nce, their fund ing allows us to
operate the nursery, to make payments
to our graduates fo r arranging and
collectin g some bas ic socioeconomi c
info rmation from each of our project
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The project now faces a potentially
bright future, but there are uncertainties . PADF support may be reduced or
not available in the not too distant
future. However, Marco feels that
there is sufficient demand from the
peasants themselves and others to sell
part of our production to offset our
unmet costs .
I ncou ntry program management
and assumption of responsibility for its
continued operation has always been
a question . Marco Depestre, Jr., has
assumed this and has made our
program a regular part of the program
at his training center. There is still
some UMCOR funding in the program' s operation , but my only function is to provide some limited oversight on its expenditure. There is an
immediate, unmet need to support a
continuing education program for our
previously trained animators . They
need further train ing on many things
such as how to advise farmers on
agroforestry practices, how to be
better nursery managers, how to grow
other species such as fruit trees. These
would enable them to obtain a better
understanding of how their work fits
into an overall scheme of improving
the qual ity of life in their communities
and to instill a sense of pride for what
has become, for most of our graduates,
their primary source of employment
and income.
The project is now under Haitian
management and continues to be very
dynamic. However, I don't foresee
that its basic premise of provi ding a
means of aiding the Haitian peasant
farmer to improve his quality of life
while improving the condition of the
Haitian landscape for future generations will ever change. This all is
prefaced wi th a very appropos Haitian
express ion : " Si Dieu Vie !" (If God
w ishes!) .
•

Ma rshall D. Ashley is professo r of forest
re so urces at the University of Ma ine at
Orono .
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Leontine T. C. Kelly
Easter can never come
soon enough for me . This
year it is barely in the
month of March, and I am
glad. I love an early Easter!
The newness, the beginning again, the renewal , all
symbols of resurrection ,
offer a new start in the
midst of the freshness of
Spring. It has always been difficult for
me not to anticipate the anthems and
the liturgical beauty of our highest
season of Christian worship .
We celebrate the Lenten season
within the context of accomplished
resurrection, and there is a part of us
that hums a song of joy even as we do
purple penitence in memory of the
journey of the cross and in confession
of our own sins. Having accepted a
living Christ, there is scarcely a way
not to celebrate the glory of the Lord
that has already been revealed to us.
We can witness in great thanksgiving
to personal valleys being exalted and
specific hills made plain. We can
attest to crooked paths made straight
(at least a few of them). We want to
shout that the early, prophetic Old
Testament word of yearning has been
made flesh among us, and the One
who was to be is-"Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Creator, Prince of Peace!" (Isaiah 9:6) .
I look back over the year, plus
months of my episcopal leadership,
and I am impressed by the opportunities I have had to experience glimpses
of the New Era," the " breaking of the
New Dawn," the " Kingdom at hand"
as persons have permitted the Spirit of
the Lord to speak through them to
bring light in the midst of a darkened
world. Persons willing to be continuous witnesses of a Resurrected Lord .
I recall the moment in a packed
sanctuary last Easter Sunday, when
over one hundred children of many

racial and cultural backgrounds sang,
" We are the world ! W e are the
children! We are the ones to make a
brighter day !" As the adults joined the
tender voices in song, there seemed to
be a commitment to reall y " make a
better day" and an understanding that
we are called to do so . Easter broke
through the morass of pain , suffering
and overwhelming hopelessness of the
world . You did not have to reach far to
touch the kingdom. It was there in
your neighbor' s hand .
I remember the largest potluck
dinner I have ever attended , sponsored by a district committee on new
church development. Seven hundred
and fifty persons were there (and they
were all fed within thirty minutes).
One of the smaller churches in the
district had received a gift of land
which they had subsequently sold .
What a standing ovation they got
when they presented a giant check of
"$10,000 to the committee to enable
church revitalization and development. Far from being the traditional ,
well-funded and thriving large church ,
this congregation had joined others in
pooling their resources to " make a
brighter day" of service in their area .
" Amens" and " Hallelujahs" were
appropriate and vocal. (Easter is more
than a calendar date! )
I sti 11 feel the powerfu I sensation of
the viability of the Church of Jesus
Christ as a structure designed to speak
out to the principalities and powers of
our day when two teenagers from El
Salvador shared, th ro ugh a translator,
the terror of their lives and their
commitment to Jesus Christ as their
hope. When the Annual Conference
declared itself, symbolically, a " Sanctuary," it encouraged those individuals and churches, who had already on
behalf of refugees from Central
America and other areas of Latin
American and the Caribbean , acknowledged a law greater than that of
human fragility. It spoke to annual
conference members " to take seriously the mandate to do justice and to
resi st the policy of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service by declaring
their churches to be " sanctuaries for
refugees from El Salvador, Guatemala,
and other areas of the Caribbean and
Latin America ." It is risky to make a
brighter day.
It was a hot, hot sticky day when we
sat for two days on the United
Methodist Bishops' Peace Panel in
Washington , D .C. , to hear the presentations of people who rai sed their
serious concern s for peace . They were

outstanding theologian s, sc ient ists,
government career persons, representatives of other religiou s groups and
denominations, leaders of peace organizations, congressmen , un iformed
pentagon representati ves, laywomen
and laymen of The United Methodist
Church , as well as clergy, seminary
professors, agency representatives of
our Church . How seriousl y they had
prepared for the hearings. How convincing they were that United Methodists could make a difference ! How
much I hoped that we would take
ourselves as seriousl y as other people
take us. How far away the goal of
peace, how near the Kingdom in the
faith of persons gathered .
There have been many meetings in
the upstairs conference room of the
Conference Headquarters in San Francisco this year, but none as meaningful
for me as the Judicatory heads gathered there to discuss the World Council of Churches' document on Baptism , Eucharist and Ministry. There we
were-Episcopalian , Presbyterian ,
Roman Catholic , Church of Chri st,
Lutheran , American Baptist, African
Methodist Episcopal , United Methodist. There was present in our discussion that which recalled for me our
own commitment "to advocate and
work toward the reception of the gift of
Christian Unity in every aspect of the
Church' s life and to foster approaches
to ministry and mission which more
full y refl ect the oneness of Christ's
Church in the human communi ty"
(Book of Resolutions of The Un ited
Methodist Church, 7984), and there
was the grace to do it.
The Council of Bishops sharing a
" season of prayer" at the beginning of
each day' s business spoke of our
oneness in the midst of diversity. The
powerful presence of the Spirit was
with us, and I am encouraged that
from that body can come a modelling
of sisterhood and brotherhood and
openness to the world , and a responsiveness to its needs. Peace work is not
" piece" work . We work to perfect the
Pastoral Letter on Peace, and the
significant study which all of the
church may share. The w itness of
Easter breaks through when we understand ourselves to be in line wi th
the biblical word and our own tradition when we declare ourselves " In
Defense of Creation," in total opposition to nuclear war and in support of
wholeness of life for all of God's
people. •
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Books
POVERTY AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE: A
PHILOSOPHICAL APPROACH
By Robert H . Hartm an.
Paulist Press, 261 pp ., $ 10.95.

Whatever your dreams, the 12 predominantly Black colleges historically
rel.ated to The United Methodist Church can give you the training and
skills you need to make them reality.
. ~oin the thousands of political scientists, business people, educators,
ministers, doctors, dentists, lawyers, engineers and professionals in the
fields of computer science, public policy, allied health and communications
whose aspirations led them to these colleges first. Don't defer your dreams
any longer - act now!

---------------Please send me information about the following college(s).

D Huston-Tillotson
Austin , TX 78702

D Philander Smith

D Dillard

Little Rock, AR 72203

D Paine

D Claflin

Augusta, GA30901

D Clark

D Morristown
Morristown, TN 37814

Orangeburg , SC 29115

D Rust

Atlanta , GA30314

New Orleans, LA 70122

D Bethune-Cookman

Holly Springs, MS 38635

D Bennett

O Wiley
Marshall , TX 75670

When it was reported early in September
1985 that the number of Ameri cans below
the poverty line had dropped from around
33 million to around 31 million , the press
releases gave the impression that finall y
the key to sol vi ng the poverty problem had
been found. Suppl y-s ide economics was
working; the upswing of the econom y was
benefitti ng the poor, just as the con servative economists and pol iticians had said it
would . The ris ing tide was, at last, lifting
all the boats .
Forgotten , however, was the fact that
even 31 million poor people was a much
higher figure than the number below the
poverty line throughout the 1970s and
most of the 1960s, when the figure
hovered around 25 million. Supply-side
economics will have to supply a good deal
more evidence before we can conclude
that the war on poverty has at last been
won . Meanwhile, this is a good timeforthe
rest of us to reassess the debate over
poverty and where we stand in relationship
to it.
Professor Hartman' s volume is a good
starting point. It is not an easy book to
characterize or review si nee it contains 28
separate articles or essays by 31 different
authors (in addition to the editor's own
introductory comments) . The authors
range from Adam Smith to Karl Marx and
from Milton Friedman to M ichae l Harrington. It was obviously the editor's intention
to introduce readers to the debate over
poverty as it has developed over the pa st
two centuries and , in this, I thin k he has
succeeded rather well .

Day1ona Beach , FL 32015

D Meharry Medical

Greensboro, NC 27420

Nashville, TN 37208

Street - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ _ _ Zip _ __ _ _ _ __

The Black College Fund
P.O. Box 871, Nashville, TN 37202

• Large 10 inch gold·
bordered plates.
•Orders filled for 25
or more plates.
•We also make ce·
ram ie tile, church
note paper and
Christmas Cards.
• New-Wood Plagues.

For sample and i/luslraled literature write:

PRESTON-HOPKINSON
CO.
P.O. Box 605, Appomatto x, VA 24522
(804) 352-5471
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I know of no better collection of essays
on economic justice, although the format
requires that the individual selections be
frustratingly brief, and a different editor
might have made somewhat different
selections. (One might have preferred the
famous " invisible hand " passage from
Adam Smith and the more humanistic
writing of the early Marx, and one might
have substituted some of the very recent
literature on poverty fo r some of the essays
from the early 1970s-for instance a more
conservative Gilder or Murray might have
been included , balanced by a more liberal
Finn .) But it is still a very good collection. A
careful reading of this book, cover to
cover, will equip anyone to participate
more responsibly in the contempora ry
debate .
It may come as a revelation to some
readers to realize how old the debate is and
how many of the points of contention
today were also being fought over during
the early days of the Indu strial Revolution .
How much Thomas Malthus sounds like
George Gi Ider! Where a contemporary
G i lder will exclaim , " In order to succeed ,
the poor need most of all the spur of their
poverty," a Malthus argued two centuries
ago that a poor person " sho u Id be taught to
know that the laws of nature, which are the
laws of God , had doomed him and his
family to suffer ford isobeyi ng their repeated admonitions; that he had no claim of
right on society for the smallest portion of
food, beyond that which his labour would
fairly purchase .. . " (p. 24). William Godwin ' s splendid essay in response to
Malthus might serve equally well as a
rebuttal to the Gilders and Murrays: " ...
we are stewa rds, not proprietors, of the
good things of this life, we are fo rbidden to
pamper our appetites or our vanity, we are
commanded to be fellow-workers with
and impartial ministers of the bountiful
principle of natu re, and we are told that,
when we have done all, we have done
nothing of which we have any right to
boast" (p. 26).
Those who know Thomas Paine as the
revolutionary rabble-rouser may be surprised to discover in his " Rights of Man, "
here excerpted, that Paine was also deeply
concerned about poverty and that he had
very concrete ideas about alleviating it in
18th century England. Those who think of
the struggle against poverty largely in
theological terms, as I do , will be humbled
by the depth and clarity of John Stuart
Mills' 19th century essay, as by that of
Robert Owen in this collection. Both
approach the subject in altogether secular
terms , but with obvious compassion and
insight.
The book' s section on Religious Perspectives has excellent material , ranging
from the Oxford Conference to John XXl ll
and Walter Muelder. Liberation theology
is accorded a small slice of coverage
through Enrique Dussel and Denis Goulet,
and there is a characteristic piece on love
and justice by Reinhold Niebuhr.

The current ph i losophical debate between those influenced by John Rawls and
Robert Nozick is reflected in representative selections by those ph i losophers. I
would have preferred longer segments of
that kind and , if necessary, somewhat
fewer and shorter pieces representing the
sociological wisdom of the early 1970s.
But the overall balance is not bad , and it
wi 11 contribute to anyone's greater understandi ng of the issues.
I think highly enough of this book, in
fact, that I am currently using it along with
other resources in a graduate seminar on
economic justice. I' m not sure if it would
be simple enough for all church adult study
purposes, but I have seen serious adult
groups in local chu rch -settings that would
be capable of using it profitably over a
pe riod of weeks .

J.

Third World

Liberation
Theologies

PH1up WoGAMAN

Dr. }. Philip Wagaman is professor of
Christian Social Ethics at Wesle y Theological Seminary in Washingto n, D .C. He is the
author of such books as Guaranteed
Annual Income, The Great Economic
Debate, Economics and Ethics, to name a
few.

SECRET GARDENS: THE GOLDEN AGE
OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE
By Humphrey Carpenter.
Houghton Mifflin Compan y.

223 pp. ,

$16 .95 .
Who has not chuckled at Winnie-thePooh or felt for the family of "Little
Wome n" or flown th rough the air with
Peter Pan? Secret Gardens exp lores these
and other w ritings for children w ri tten
during the Golden Age of Literature, which
began in the 1860' s. Adult fiction , the
author points out, portrays the world as it
is, but children ' s fiction describes the
world as it should be, including people
who can fly and frogs that turn into princes.
Such we re the worlds imagined by these
writers.
Humphrey Carpenter, co-author of The
Oxford Companion to Children 's Literature , examines the lives of authors " whose
personal difficulties in the real world had
driven them inwards and helped to develop the chi Id-Ii ke side of their imagination"
(p. ix) and who chose " the children's novel
as their vehicle for the portrayal of society
and the expression of their personal
dreams" (p. x).
Charles Kingsley, who wrote The
Water-Babie s, was a campaigner for social
reform . His sister died from poorly administered medicines, a brother committed
suicide and a friend drowned. All of these
became interwoven in his sto ry, which
was an attack against the incompetence of
doctors and evangelical morals . Carpenter
also claims that, in his writing, Kingsley ,
whose father had Iittle time for him , tried to

THIRD WORLD
LIBERATION THEOLOGIES
An Introductory Survey
Paper $10.95

THIRD WORLD
LIBERATION THEOLOGIES
A Reader
Paper $16.95
By DEANE WILLIAM FERM
The first systematic su rvey of the liberation
theologies of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The author highlights points of agreement and divergence and also assesses
the cri ticisms of liberation theology .
'' Ferm deserves the careful study of everyone who suffers with the attempts of the
poor and the powerless in the Third World
to apply Christianity to (their) everyday
lives." - ROBERT F. ORINAN , SJ
" Will make a useful text. . . . "
- RICHARD W. WENTZ
2 Volume Set $24 .95

A PLACE IN
THE SUN
An Introduction
to Liberation
Theology in the
Third World

APlace in. the Sun
(\!1 ;:~~'t'-tc.ID1 !n
l.£~"'t~JI ' ' 1.h..''(\i ~~;If~ it)'.<' ~1J1J\\$.'lt~ l

'fhco Witvliet

By THEO WITVLIET
With its detailed
surveys of African ,
Asian , Latin American , and Caribbean
liberation theologies, as well as of the
black theologies emerging in the U.S. and
South Africa, this work provides a thorough ,
intelligent introduction for students and
scholars interested in the sources and
scope of liberation theology .
Paper $8.95

G

ORBIS BOOKS
Maryknoll, NY 10545
Write for complete catalog .
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A BRIGHT FUTURE
FOR GULFSIDE
At Waveland , Mississippi , on the
picturesque Gulf of Mexico, the
Gulfside Assembly is gearing up to
expand its historic role as a training
and retreat facility.
The Gulfside Assembly of The
United Methodist Church was founded in 1923 by Bishop.Robert E. Jones
to serve the needs of black people in
the southern regions of the church.
Since 1980 Gulfside's program and
facilities have been approved as
General Advance Special projects.
Wh il e groups from the entire
church constituency are encouraged
to use the facility as a retreat center, a

new program is underway to provide special training, research and
advocacy. The program is designed
to enable grassroots organizations
and local church leadership to acquire
skills, assistance and resources. The
tra ining will prepare persons to
champion causes of justice and reconciliation on behalf of the poor and
powerless in local communities.
You can participate in activating
ministries of training and renewal at
Gulfside Assembly. Designate your

gift for the General Advance Special, " Gulfside Assembly Program, Waveland, Mississippi,"
No. 761337-2 and send through
your local Church Treasurer to the
Conference Treasurer or directly to
The Advanc~CFA , General
Board of Global Ministries, 475
Riverside Drive, Room 1439, New
York, N.Y. 101 15.
General Board of Global Ministries
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compensate fo r th is lack of a c lose
relation ship.
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (Lew is Carro l I), the author of Alice in Wo nderland,
w as one of 11 children , a stammerer and
never married . Carpenter explains that
Ali ce had an ide ntity crisis and the story
" does not simpl y stop at the exploration of
nothi ngness, but creates something that is
a mockery of Chri stian bel ief" (p. 62 ).
Somehow I never apprec iated Alice in
Wo nderland. Was it becau se Carro ll' s
insecu re rel igious beliefs were reflected in
his writings? I doubt it, for I never realized
th is . D id you?
The child hood of Beatri x Potter was
abno rmall y secluded . She was lonel y and
bo red . As an unmarried grown daughter
Iivi ng with her pa rents, she wrote the Peter
Rabbit books . Loui sa Alcott' s Litt le Women
deve loped from the struggles and sufferi ng
of her unstab le home life . J. M. Barrie
became the ch ild who cou ld not or would
not grow up as he portrayed Peter Pan- for
at six years of age, his brother died and he
tried to take his place for his inconsolable
mother. Carpenter also compares Peter to
Christ, as he took the chi ldren on a journey
through the skies to a heavenl y land .
Mi lne, w ho wrote Wi nnie-the-Pooh,
d ismissed al l organ ized religio n as manmade si nce he spent " long, unlove ly
hours. . . in church" (p. 191 ), but at the
same time, he put his father in a God-l ike
role. Winnie-the - Pooh , Carpenter believes, symbolizes a fami ly of child ren,
Pooh , piglet and other toys under the
parental , watc hful eye of Christopher
Robi n, w hom he described " as God ."
Some yea rs ago, I read thi s del ightful book
to my 5th grade class but never thought of
Christop her " as God ."
Eve n t he we l I-k nown poem about
Christo pher Robin sayi ng hi s praye rs are
" in fact, veiled ri dicule of the whole
bu si ness of forma l pra yers , the ' set '
ph rases ... wo rds which reach no higher
tha n a child ' s mi nd, against which M ilne
rai Is in his autobiography" (p. 196). But
doesn't it portray a chi Id learning to pray
and the human te ndency of the wandering
mi nd in prayer, and is it not tend er in spite
of its fa ul ts?
I am happy I had not read Secret
Ga rde ns before my children enjoyed these
stories. I have also sha red them with my
class room students . Eve n though I am a
pastoral counselor and seek to understand
motives of people and hope for theo logical
insight, I believe in books which ta ke
chi ldren into never-never land , stimulate
the ir imagi nation and make them laugh in
a hea lthy way. Need we ana lyze the
authors and see the Chri st image or
co ncl ude that re ligion is a mockery in
them? Th is, indeed , may be w hat the
authors were feeling, but most people
would not deduct these observations w ithout consi derable stud y and the capable
research provided by Carpenter.
Secret Gardens is an excellent book
about the Golden Age of Ch ildren's

New World Outlook • March 1986

Literatu re, but I still want to remember
W inn ie-the-Pooh and Peter Pan through
ch ild-like eyes.
- MARY R. Es1 GER

Mary R. Ebinger is a pastoral counselor
and a part-time in structor at Frederick
Communit y College, Frederick, Maryland.
She received her master's degree in psychology from Lo yo la College.
LIGHT IN THE VALLEY
By Robert H. Terr y.
Sunstone Press. 148 pp., $9 .95 .

" Those w ho want to lea ve an impress ion
for one yea r should plant corn ; those who
want to lea ve an impress ion for 100 years
should educate a human being" (p. 128).
I

In this old proverb, Terry captures the
pio neering vis ion of the fou nders of
Mccu rdy Schoo l in Espa nola , New Mexico , to be a light in the Espanola Valley in
the name and spirit of Jesus Chri st. The
author, a professor of history at York
College in Pennsylvania and director of its
O ral History Center, first became interested in the history of McCurdy Schoo l whe n
he and his wife , Shirley, did volunteer
work there.
From the begi nning, Terry draws the
reader into understanding the role and
importance of a mission school in Northern New Mexico by offering in his first
chapter an overview of the history of New
Mex ico : the land , the people, and the
struggle to make education an important
issue in the life of the people. The
Fra nciscan missionaries who came with
Coronado in the sixteenth centu ry were the
first educators. Yet, by the nineteenth
ce ntury , there was still no educational
institution worthy of the name . Almost all
attempts to establish public schools fa iled
because it was never a very high priority for
financ ial and cultural reasons. Thus, the
valley was ripe fo r a school such as
McCurd y.
Light in the Valle y is rich with stories of
pioneers, preachers and mi ssionaries involved in an ed ucational and evangelistic
task after the Homestead Act of 1862
opened the Southwest to settlers. Among
those who journeyed to Northern New
Mexico at the turn of the century were
United Brethren missiona ries, who established the first school in Ve larde in 191 2.
From these small beginn ings would eventually emerge other schoo ls and churches.
The schools would one day merge and
re-emerge as a mission school noted for its
quality edu cation , ath letic program , farm
projects, nursi ng school and community
outreach . It was not without its obstacles,
finan cial problems and enemies.
It is a fasc inating and detailed book of
God's mighty works in the midst of a
fa ithful remnant. ames and dates may be
mean ingless to the reader, but no one w ill
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Whether it is to evangelize, teach, heal or build . ..
United Methodist Mission Personnel are able to share their lives with people from
Huntsville, Alabama to Hualien , Taiwan because over 4000 United Methodist Churches
share their financial resources through the Advance!

are

By participating in the Advance YOU
helping to keep over 13000 persons in
mission in more than 100 countries around the world .

FROM MARSHA
WILLIAMS -(SUPPORT
NUMBER
9B2990/NEEOS:
$12.000) who is an
active Church and
Community Worker
at the United
Methodist Service
Center in Huntsville
1 District, The North
Alabama
Conference.

TO DOCTOR JANINE
ANO DOCTOR RALEIGH
JONES AND
ELIZABETH -(SUPPORT
NUMBER 00956B-4
/NEEDS: $40.000)
who are assigned to
the Mennonite
Christian Hospital in
Hualien, Taiwan .

Rev. & Mrs. Maurice Bonecutter - 581109-3/Educator. Mccurdy School, N.M./Needs: $9.000. Miss Helen May Smith - 922745-8/Deaconess . San Pedro ,
CA./Needs: $12.000. Mrs. Elizabeth Swarthout -982988-3/Church and Community Worker , O/Neill , NE./Needs: $12.000. Mr. & Mrs. John McAllister
-773530-8/Assoc. in Mission Svcs ., Red Bird , KY ./Needs: $15.500. Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Maughlin -773520-6/Educator - Staff , Red Bird Mission ,
Beverly, KY ./Needs: $23.000. Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Allred Oale - 008789-0/Lectu rer, Poland/Needs: $36.300. Rev. Dr. & Mrs.Paul Liao - 008590-3/ College
Administration . Taiwan/Needs: $38,000. Rev. Rhett J. Thompson - 009543-4/Pastor, Evangelical Methodist Church of Panama/Needs: $20,000. Dr.
George Parkerson.111-009558-2/Physician , Zimbabwe/Needs: $38,000. Rev. Paul Jeflrey - 009541-2/lnterpreter, Managua . Nicaragua/Needs: $20.000.
Rev. Lyda Pierce - 009542-3/lnterpreter. Managua . Nicaragua/Needs: $20.00D. Rev. Romy del Rosario - 009555-8/Pastor. Sierra Leone , West
Africa/Needs: S8.40D. Eric Tanquist - 009560-5/Pilot, Zaire/Needs: $20.00D. Rev. & Mrs. Vidal Cordova - 009551-4/Pastor, Puerto Armyelles ,
Panama/Needs: $38.000.

'I
I I

For more i11forn1ation
about how to support United Methodist Mission Personnel . . .

St>11d for
a United Methodist Mission Pack by writing to
your Conference Secretary of Global Ministries

or

GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Edward A . Moultrie
Executive Secretary. Missionary Support

475 Riverside Dr. Room 1314 New York , N .Y.10115 or call :

212-870-3792

New World Outlook • March 1986

[139]

43

deny that Jesus walked this lonesome
va lley through those who gave the ir lives
here . This Un ited Methodist mi ssi on
school continues to be a light in the valley
and a monument to love as it form s,
reforms and transforms li ves to the honor
and glory of God .
-MARY

Lou

SANTILLAN B AERT

Mary Lou Sa ntillan Baert is associa te
director of Ethn ic Minority Reso urce Development for the United Methodis t General Boa rd of D isciples hip, Nas hville,
Tenn essee .
WHAT IT'S LIKE TO BE ME

By Helen Exle y.
Friendship Press. 127 pp ., $10.95 .
" Why do people take us for unhappy
children , for we are as happy as any
others" (p. 37), says 12-year-old Bertrand
Stephane. Bertrand is one of a world-wide
group of young people with handicapping
conditions who has contributed words or
illustrations to What It's Like to Be Me.

Helen Exley, the editor who collected
these pieces says, " The point that emerged
again and again is that disabled people
don't want your pity or 'kindness. ' They
want you to stay around and be an ordinary
friend " (p. 5). Ms. Exley has grouped these
short pieces by such topics as " Why me?" ,
" I don't like it! ", " I'd like to help" and
" Brave people ." Each topic is ill ustrated
by ch ildren with disabilities and the
illustrations often speak as clearly and
loudly as the wo rds.
The final sections of the book are written
by children with a particular disability .
There are sections on blindness, deafness,
cerebral palsy, dyslexia , eczema, muscula r dystrophy and mental disabilities. No
medical textbook could describe what it is
like to live with eczema any better than
Tessa Read (age 7) does. " Having eczema
is not ve ry nice because you keep on
scratching and it hurts, and your clothes
sometimes stick to you . And sometimes my
legs are so dry I just cannot straighten
them . And at night, night always seems
worse than daytime . .. . Some days I feel
ve ry depressed , but on the whole , it is not
too bad " (p. 104). Nicola Stuart (age 8)
adds this "One day recently, the eczema
on my arms was quite bad. When I took my

j umper off in school , some of the girls said
unkind things .... My teacher touched
my eczema with her ha nd then put it on her
own face to show the class it is not
infectious . Now, instead of saying unkind
things they ask me if it is getting better" (p.
104).
Helen Exley has given us the opportunity
to share in the minds and hearts of childre n
with disabilities . These children have
written and painted ca ndidly and with
passion . These stories will make an excellent teach ing tool for any classroom
setting. Even more importantly, they show
that children reflect on the human condition and often come to terms with disadva ntages without bravado or hysterics.
They just wanted to be treated like
everyone else.
Tosv G ouLD

Tob y Could is the former executive
secretary for Ministries with Persons with
Handicapping Conditions of the General
Board of Global Ministries . He is currently
the senior minister of Trinit y United
Methodist Church in Poughkeepsie, New
York .
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The Republic of Haiti has the du bious
distinction of being the poorest nation
in the western hem isphe re. But the
needs are bei ng add ressed. The Meth od ist Chu rc h in Haiti ministers to more
t han 250,000 people through its
schools, medical programs and socia l
se rvices . Workir,g through Service
Chretien d'Haiti, the United Methodist
Com mittee o n Relief ( UM CO R) Program Department helps provide technical aid, materia l assista nce and food for -work projects. For examp le, the
load of seed corn, pictu red above, will
furnish jobs today a nd food and income tomorrow for t he peo ple of
Haiti. Su pport these and other vital
UMCOR mi nistri es through your gifts
to the One Great Hou r of Sharing
offering, M orch 9, 1986 .
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I
I
I
I
II

ate.

FIELD REPR8

Chu~h Devel

ieklpment, N;
niediate.
STAFF ARCHI]
llj)'nent, ati~
diate.

I- -----------------i---1
I
1110 VING?
I

PROGRAM SE
Voluntary Mini
is~n.lm~i.

II

I

address change to take effect.

I

CCXJRDI Ala
Mss1on Educat

NAME

I

I
I
I

New World Outlook • March 1986

Please attach the mailing label from the front cover when writing about
service or change of address. Allow 3 weeks from notification for
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ADDRESS
ZIP

MAIL TO: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK
Magazine Circulat ion Service Center
7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati, Ohio 45237
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Ill iad~ 1fJ11~ CLASSIFIED
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an
exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers . Rates for
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (min imum charge $15). Post Office
Box numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each ;
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word . Send all copy (with
check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to : NEW WORLD
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York,
•
N.Y. 10115 .
For information/rates relative to all other advertisi ng please write/call:
The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road , King of Prussia, PA
19406 (2 15) 265-0648 .
The fo llowing executi ve pos itions are avail able at the Genera l Board of G lobal M inistries . Letters of appl ication and resumes
should be sent to John J. Dalton, Personnel
Administra tor, Room 1476, General Board
of Global M inistries, The United Method ist
Church , 475 Riverside Drive, New York,

N.Y. 10115 .
The General Board of Globa l M inistries is an
Equa l Opportunity Employer.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, Field Interpretation , Mission Education & Cultivation Program Dept. Immediate.
MANAGER, Electron ic Data Processing,
GBGM/EDP. Immediate.
SENIOR PROGRAMMER, GBGM/EDP. Immediate.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, Adm inistration,
Mission Person nel Reso urces . Immed iate.

GBGM POSITIONS OPEN
oX EC UTIVE, Staff fo r Com mun ity Deveb pers Program , Parish Ministries, National
'rogram Division. Immediate.

FILMS/FILMSTRIPS
THE EQUIPMENT O F PEACE is a 15-minute
filmstrip with aud io tape on the history of

iUPERVISOR, Cash Management, GBGM/
\ccounting. Immed iate.

war , and how to preserve peace through
international law, world courts , and peacemaking forces under international control.

GENERAL CONTROLLER, GBGM/Account-

($15 postpa id from the Office of lnterpretation, General Assembly Mission Board , 341

ng. Immed iate.
' IELD REPRESENTATIVE, Hispanic M inis1ries, Office of Ethnic and Language Mi nislries, National Program Division . lmmed i-

ite .
' IELD REPRESE NTATIVE, Office of New
:hurch Development, Congregational De1elopment, National Program Division . lmTiediate.
;TAFF ARCHITECT , Congregational Deve l-

NEXT
MONTH

THE APRIL ANNUAL REPORT ISSUE WILL HIGHLIGHT Ti-IE
GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES' ACTIVITIES
FOR 1985-A YEAR OF ACCOMPLISHMENT AS WELL AS
ASSESSMENT AS THE BOARD CONTINUED TO CONCERN
ITSELF WITH A VARIETY OF DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES.
AMONG DIVISION AND DEPARTMENT REPORTS WILL BE A
SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM BISHOP JAMES MASE AULT,
THE BOARD'S PRESIDENT. DR. RANDOLPH NUGENT, THE
GBGM'S GENERAL SECRETARY, WILL PRESENT A BRIEF
REPORT ON THE SERIES OF THEOLOGY OF MISSIONS
CONSULTATIONS HELD IN THE U.S. AND ABROAD TO
FORMULATE A NEW MISSION STATEMENT " FAITHFUL TO
THE BIBLICAL WITNESS AND WESLEYAN TRADITION AND
RESPONSIVE TO GOD'S ACTION IN THE PRESENT CONTEXT." MORE THAN A THOUSAND UNITED METHODISTS
PARTICIPATED.
THE MAY ISSUE: THIS ISSUE WILL PRESENT MISSION
FEATURES, NEWS , AND COLUMNS THROUGH AN EXCITING NEW FORMAT-BOLDER TYPE , LARGER PHOTOGRAPHS, AND A MORE CONTEMPORARY DESIGN THAT
WE HOPE WILL BE PLEASING TO OUR READERS .

Ponce de Leon Ave ., NE, Atlanta, GA
30365 .)
NO FEE

SECRET ARIES

If you ' re ava i lable one day a week or more
and can't find a job STOP LOOKING !
WIZ always ha s openings for Secretaries,
Word Processors, Receptionists & Bi-l ingua l
Typists .

WIZ TEMPORARY PERSONNEL

18 E. 41 st Street, Suite 1804
ew York, . Y. 1001 7
(212) 686-2894

Jpment, National Program Division . lmmeRETREAT CENTERS/CAMPS

Jiate.
~ ROGRAM

SECRETARY, Institutio nal and
Vo luntary Ministries, National Program Di~ i sion .

Immediate.

OORDINATOR OF MISSION LEADERS,
Mission Education & Cultivation Program
ept. Immediate.
.DITOR, PROGRAM RESOURCES , M ission
:ducation & Cultivation Program Dept.
mmediate.

GU LFSIDE METHODI ST ASSEM BLY is a
spra wling 140-acre retreat center along the
Gulf of Mexi co, 55 miles from New Orleans.
Related to The Un ited Methodist Church,
Gulfside has been a center for Christian
education, culture and recreation for nearl y
six decades. Founded in 1923, Gulfside' s
ba lmy weather, state ly Mi ssissipp i pines and
large shady oaks lure church groups, college
students and civic cl ubs to its ground s year
after year. Camping privileges availab le at
nomina l cost. Overn ight accommodations
fo r 100, banquet facilities fo r 300 persons

\SSOCIATE GEN ERAL SECRETARY , GenerAdministration . Minimum requirements

also available. Auditorium seats 1,000 .
Crabb ing, fi sh ing, swimming are part of

ncl ude membership in the United Methodist
: hu rch and 7 years experience. M .A. or

Gulfside' s aquatic activities. For more information contact : Executive Directo r, Gulfside

Vl .S. in Adm inistration or Pla nning prefer·ed . Immediate.

Method ist Assembly, Waveland , MS 395 76,
or call : (601 /46 7-4909).

1

ACTIVATE YOUR MISSION
PLANNING WITH NEW
RESOURCES LISTED IN THE

SERVICE CENTER CATALOG 1986- 87
This new edition is available April 1,
free for postage and handling from
Service Center, 7820 Reading Rd ., Cincinnati , OH 45237 .
GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES
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About Missions

BY DON STRUCHEN

CAN WE SEND MORE
MISSIONARIES?
Since July 1984 Bill Whitfield from
Arkansas has served as a United
Methodist missionary in Liberia, working
with his wife, Jimmye, as an agricultural
coordinator. They are part of the Emerging Personnel Needs program of the
World Program Division.
Bill applies his special skills to helping
small farmers become self-sufficient in
food production. He and Jimmye coordinate five large agricultural projects.
Bill's immediate goal is to develop a
cooperative and a credit union for
the farmers.

Emerging Needs
Churches in many areas are asking
for more missionaries like Bill and
Jimmye Whitfield . The Advance now
seeks to raise six million dollars each
year to maintain the present level of
support for personnel on assignment.
An additional two million will provide
for 30 more persons to be sent for
three years' service. High priority
requests from the national churches
are for theological professors, physicians, nurses, pastoral couples, high
school teachers and pilots.
Your gifts of any amount can help
the General Board of Global Ministries
find and send dedicated and highlyqualified persons to serve in partnership
with Christians in other countries.
Designate your gifts to Emerging
Personnel Needs: 008986-5 H-F.
For local church and annual conference
cred it, send your gift through your local
church treasurer. Gifts will then be forwarded
to: Advance GCFA, General Board of Global
Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1439,
New York, NY 10115.

QUESTION: Can individuals include
the General Board of Global Ministries in
their wills ?
ANSWER: Yes , anyone can provide a
beq uest or endowment for the United
Methodist mission program through wills
and estates. The Current and Deferred
Gifts Progra m helps make this possible and
makes a complete financial planning
package for the individual at no cost .
This pl anning procedure does not constitute legal advice in any form. Lega l and
other related se rvices, which may be
necessa ry to implement the planning
recommendations, are provided through
local professiona ls at the indi vidual ' s
expense.
QUESTION: If someone is interested in
fin ancial planning, how does one go about
it?
ANSWER : The General Board of Globa l
Ministries has four Current and Deferred
Gifts staff working throughout the United
States . Write to Dr. Warren A. Loesch, 37
Brun swick Road , Montclair, NJ 07042,
and make arrangements for one of their
staff to be in touch with you or your
church. A lso see the February issue of New
World Outlook for more helpful information .
QUESTION: What is EcuFilm?
ANSWER: EcuFi lm is a med ia distribution ce nter for churc h and secular groups.
It is the co nsol idation of the films and video
resources of the D isciples of Christ ,
Maryknoll Missioners, National Council of
Churches, Presbyteria n Church (U.S.A.),
the United Church of Christ, and the
United Methodist Church. Any 16 mm film
or video tape produced by United Methodist Communi catio ns for the United Methodist Church may be obtai ned through
EcuFi lm . Write to them for a catalog listing
of w hat is available and renta l costs.
EcuFilm , P. 0 . Box 320, Nashvil le, TN
37202 . You may call 800-251-4091 .
QUESTION: What about other audiovisual resources, for instance, those produced for the mission studies each year?

ANSWER: Filmstrips, slide sets and fil m
slips produced by the Genera l Board of
Global Ministries may be ordered through
our Service Center, 7820 Reading Road ,
Cincinnati , Ohio 45237, or call 513-7612100 . A li sti ng of available audiovisuals on
missions is incl uded in the Service Center
Catalog each yea r.
QUESTION: Is there any other good
source of mission audiovisuals?
ANSWER: The fi rst place to contact is
always yo ur own Conference Audio-Visual Library. Many conferences buy the
audiovisuals related to the missio n studies
each yea r. They also have many new films
and filmstrips w hich may be used to
interpret World Service and other aspects
of our mi ssio n work. Very often these A. V.
resources are free to you except for postage
costs in shipping them back to the Conference Library. Check your Conference Film
Library first. They ca n save yo u a great deal
on rental fees.
QUESTION: What about video cassettes?
ANSWER: This is increasingly becoming
an A. V. resource used throughout the
church to tell about missions. Most Conference film so urces are rapidly building a
supply of video cassettes because there is
someone in almost every church who has a
VCR mach ine for playi ng these cassettes
on their television sets. The new " Catch
the Spirit" Un ited Methodist T.V. program
will be available in this form . So even if
your commun ity can not get the program
on the cable netwo rk, it will be possib le to
see it by sec uring the video cassette tape .
If you have questions about missions in
the United Methodist Church , send them
in and we' ll try to answer them in future
colu mn s.
THE AUTHOR is secretary for Conference
Re lation s of the Genera l Board of Globa l
Ministries . Readers are invi ted to pose
questio ns about missions. If you address
letters to: Donald E. Struchen, Room
1405, 475 Rivers ide Drive, New York,
N. Y. 10115 , we'll attempt to answer them
in future issues of NEW WORLD OurLOOK.
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People Helping People
Is What It's All About
An Individual Retirement Account through
the United Methodist Development Fund
builds churches while it builds 9.53* toward
your retirement.
$100 million in loans for 900 churches is what
UMDF has done.
Now you can help people today while you
plan for your tomorrow.

Often a low-interest loan makes the crucial
difference for a growing congregation.
The Apostle Paul reminds us that our gifts are
given to "equip the saints for the work of
ministry.''
Join the people who are helping people!

*Effective annual yield 9. 73%.

HOW YOUR IRA WILL GROW:

Start
Age
30
35
40
45
50
55
60

Total Deposit and Interest at Age 65
Married with Spouse
Not Employed
Employed
Single
$2,250/yr.
$4,000/yr.
$2,000/yr.
$599 ,790
$1,066,294
$533,147
654,409
368,105
327,204
395,447
222,439
197,723
232,631
116,316
130,855
130,265
73,274
65,133
65,906
32,953
37,072
25,441
12,721
14,311

Note: Interest compounded semi-annually at 9.5% based on deposit made
at beginning of period .

UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND
475 Riverside Drive, Room 320, D1
New York, NY 10115
NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
CITY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
STATE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ZIP _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

The offering is made by Prospectus only, limited to states where the fund is
exempt or registered . Call collect or write for a free Prospectus and further
information . (Phone 212-870-3856.)
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Wherever There Is Poverty
There Is Hunger . . .
Hunger for More than Daily Food

Your Gift Can Bring Help and Hope
World Hunger/Poverty Advance #982920-4
For local church and annual conference credit, send your gift through your local
church treasu rer. Gifts will then be forwarded to : Advance GCFA, General Board of
Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Drive , Room 1439, New York, N.Y. 10115.

UNITED METHODIST CO MMITTEE O N RELIEF

u M co R

G ENE RAL BOARD O F GLOBAL MINISTRIES

