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tllSSION tlEtlO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

July-August 1985 

Africa Hunger. As many as one mill i on aeaths by starvation and possible l oss of 
sovereignty may be in store for some, if not all, of tooay's 21 troubl ea Afr i can 
nations by the turn of the ce~tury, according to Shridath Ramphal, 
secretary-general of the Commonwealth Secretariat in Addis Ababa. Preai ct i ng a 
great crisis of hunger ana aeprivation as well as general failure of nationa l 
development objectives, Mr. Ramphal told a silver jubilee meeting of th e UN 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) that only a "conscious change'' coul d reverse 
the present downwaro course of economic weakness and political powerless ness facea 
by the African nations. He notea that per capita income in the 21 countr i es was 
lower in 1982--before the current drought--than in 1970 and that as many as 30 
million people out of the 200 million total population in these countries now face 
serious starvation problems. "Chila mortality is rising and is twice the av erage 
for all developing countries," he added. Apart from economic aeprivation, he sa i a 
the poor Afri cans affected by the crisi s may have to face escalating cr imes and 
violence, including horrendous and bl oody riots. As for specific recommendations, 
he said there was a need "to underscore the progr ess made, to f ace up t o t he areas 
of failure and, in the context of improved policies, by pointing to the potentia l 
which could be unlocked with adequate mob il ization of resources." 

Church Growth. while Wesleyan churches i n many countries all over t he wor ld are 
experiencing phenomenal growth, membership in the United Methodist Church con tinues 
to decline in the United States and Puerto Rico. According to the June i ss ue of 
Flame, a newsletter of the World Methodist Council, the Methodist gai ns were mainly 
posted by African and Asian countries, especially in Zimbabwe, kenya, South Korea, 
the Philippines and Indonesia. Fastest growing among the churches i s t he Methodi st 
Church in Korea, which this year achieved its ten-year goal of one mi l lion member s, 
up from the 1975 record of 750,000 members. Also notabl e for rapid gr owth i s t he 
Inaonesian church, which added 17,000 members, more than 200 new congregations , ana 
built a large theological school and retreat center over the l ast five years. Next 
door in the Philippines, the church grew by 61 ,504 members an u 215 new 
congregations in the first three years of the current aecade. In Zimbabwe, church 
membership rose 28 percent during the 1983-84 per ioa. By contrast, the UMC in the 
United States and Puerto Rico lost about 72,000 members at the end of 1984, pulling 
the total below last year's 9.33 million mark to tne current 9.26 million members 
and continuing a oownward trend that began in the late 1960s. Only a aozen 
conferences posted small gains last year, with the largest losses being recorded in 
Iowa, East Ohio, and western Pennsylvania. 



Indonesia. A new law on mass organizations has arouseo fears among many of the 
nation 's religious leaders that their organizations could be banned or frozen at 
t he wh im of the government. Unaer the law passed last May 31, all religious boaies 
are defined as mass organizations that are requirea to accept Pancasila, the state 
philosophy which includes affirmation of 11 0ne Almighty God. 11 The nation's Muslim 
majority and minority religious groups like Roman Catholics, Protestants, Hindus 
and Buddhists have two years to aajust to the new situation. 

Tonga. Enthusiastic crowds of up to 10,000 people turned out for prayer rallies 
organi zed by the Worla Evangelism Mission to Tonga late this spring. Launched last 
May 26th, the two-week round of assemblies, conferences and gatherings by the 
Tongan Free Wesleyan Church resultea in the conversion of 5,451 people, according 
to Dr. Sione Havea, the church's president. Since the 1834 conversion of King Tupou 
I to Methodism, a majority of Tongans have joinea the Free Wesleyan Church, which 
cl ai ms fidelity to early Wesleyan traditions such as 5 a.m. prayer meetings in all 
churches three mornings each week. In recent years, church leaders have viewed with 
alarm what they described as inroads of the 11 false religion of Mormonism, 11 which 
has been 11 pouring millions of overseas dollars into a vast church and school 
building program 11 in the South Pacific island nation . Highlights of the spring 
mission events led by Dr. Alan Walker, director of world evangelism of the 
Sydney-based Methodist Worla Evangelism Centre, included a mass rally beside the 
Royal Palace attended by King Tupou IV, a youth rally which drew a crowd of 4,000 
young people, and a three-day evangelism conference 

New York. A media furor that broke over the renting of space to a public school for 
gay and lesbian youth by the Washington Square United Methodist Church has died 
down following the issuance of a strong statement of support by a dozen Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and ecumenical leaders, including UM Bishop C. Dale white ano two 
New York UM district superintendents. 11 All students are entitled to a public 
education regardless of sexual orientation," the June 10 statement read. 11 We know 
that there are times when people who have been persecutea for being different need 
to gather together with those like themselves for support in order to return to 
mainstream life. The school serves young people who might not otherwise complete 
their education. 11 Controversy over the establishment of the school eruptea after a 
New York tabloid heaolin d the story. News accounts reported that all of the 
schoo l 's current 20 students are self-avowed homosexuals who have had difficulty 
11 fit ting in at conventional high schools" and had oroppeo out of school. 11 We see 
housin g this school as part of the ministry of this church, 11 said Dr. Nancy Carter, 
head of the church' s administrative council. According to the Rev. Martha V. 
Morrison, the church's pastor, the rental agreement of about $500 per month only 
covers the current school year, subject to renewal in the autumn, although it 
appear s l ikely that larger quarters will be r equired by then. The Washington Square 
UMC al so houses a School of Sacred Arts, a day care center, an unemployment action 
center, and offices of a peace group and the world Christian Student Federation. 

Mi ssi onary Reun ion. Seventy-nine persons, including former missionaries to Liberia 
and th eir families, had their second reunion meeting June 21-23 at Baker 
University, Ba l dw i n, Kansas. Evangelists, ministers, church school curriculum 
directors , teachers , school admin i strators, doctors, nurses, lab technicians, 
engineers, buil ders, youth airectors, treasurers, office workers an d a linguist 
were represented. Liberian students and the widow of Bishop S. Trowen Nagbe were 
al so present . The oldest missionary, Henry Miller, 91, served in the 1920s; B.B. 
and Martha Cofi el d had the longest record of continuous service, 38 years. 



Rio Grande Conference. Clergy and Lay delegates to the Rio Grande Annual Conference 
meeting last June had one very special reason for coming together: the date also 
marked the lOOth an~iversary of Hispanic Methodism in Texas and the northern border 
of Mexico. On hand to help with the celebrations in San Antonio, Texas, was Bishop 
Elias Galvan of the Phoenix Area, who last year became the UMC's first Hispanic 
American bishop. Topping the list of resolutions passed by the delegates was an 
endorsement of the current boycotts against California grapes and Campbel l Soup. 
They also denounced the apartheid policies of the South African government, urged 
further dialogue and negotiations in Nicaragua, reaffirmed ministry to undocumented 
persons ana called for local church sensitization and right to offer sanctuary to 
political refugees from Central America. In his cha 11 enge to the delegates, Bi shop 
Galvan said there was a need to 11 reawaken a new enthusiasm and spirit within 
Hispanic United Methodism'' . Like most other UMC annual conferences, the Rio Grande 
Annual Conference last year posted a decline in membership. Recent figures place 
membership in its 100 churches at 15,593, aown by 580 from 1983. 

Personalia. James Armstrong, a former UM bishop and president of the NCC who 
resigned those positions in 1983, has been named visiting professor of preaching at 
Iliff School of Theology in Denver for the 1985-86 academic year ••• Kenneth Brifi9s, 
a UM minister who was religion eoitor of the New York Times since 1974, left t at 
post in May. His future plans are uncertain •• :J:'° RlCilard Butler has become 
associate general secretary of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA for Church worla Service, the relief, development ana refugee assistance agency 
of the NCC. Butler has been acting head of the agency since the departure of Paul 
McCleary ••• Leon Howell, a well-known writer for religious publications including 
NwO, has been chosen as eaitor of Christianity ana Crisis. Former editor hayne 
Cowan continues as editor-at-large ••• B..Ql_ Larson, a former Uf.'1 minister and religion 
editor of the Chi ca~o Sun-Times s i nee 1969, has left that post to become editor ana 
publisher pf the Chicago Reporter, published by an agency related to the United 
Church of Christ .•• Naomi Southard, an associate general secretary of the Commission 
on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, has been elected executive director 
of the National Federation of Asian American United f.'1ethoaists .•• K.H. Ting, 
president of the Nanjing Seminary and head of the China Christian Council, has been 
elected president of the Amity Foundation, the new founaation set up to enable 
Christians to contribute to social development in the People's Republic of China. 

Television. Beginning in January 1986, a television magazine series about Un i ted 
Methodists will be available over cable ana broadcast TV channels across the 
country. The still-untitled weekly 30-minute programs will focus on successful 
ministries by United Methodist churches ana outstanding missionaries, as well as 
inspirational segments on such social issues as parenting, marriage, child abuse 
and hunger. 11 The new series will be about people first and foremost, 11 saia Ben 
Logan, executive producer of the Public Media Division of United Methoaist 
Communications, which will be producing the series in partnership with video 
proaucers from a number of general church agencies, annual conferences, seminaries 
and local churches. Recently, UMCom hired Bruno Caliandro, a Unitea Methodist 
minister ana Emmy Award-winnning proaucer, to be the proaucer of the new series. 

Bangladesh. An estimated million Muslims in Bangladesh have become Christians s ince 
1970, accoraing to recent reports, prompting the airector general of the Ban gl aaesh 
Islamic Foundation to promise a study of the causes. Previous stat i stics show only 
about 435,000 Christians in the nation. The Islamic Foundation head, Mohammed Abdus 
Sobhan, cited poverty, illiteracy and lack of medical care as among the reasons for 
the conversions. 



Hymnal. 11 Father 11 ana 11 King 11 are very likely to be retained in the new hymnal of 
United Methodism. Drawing the line on what have been referred to as ''traditional 
metaphors for God, 11 Hymnal editor Carlton R. Young predicts that the new hymnal 
that will be presented to the 1988 General Conference will largely retain the 
traditional language of the past. However, he said that the Language Subcommittee 
of the UM Hymnal Revision Committee is presently looking for substitutes for 
"unnecessarily reiterated" male-gender pronouns such as 11 he 11 ana 11 his 11 in reference 
to God. Another proposed guideline is to see to it that all references to Jesus ana 
Christ "should always be informed by the biblical and historical context. 11 The 
proposed language guidelines will be presented to the full committee for action in 
October ••• A common hymnal for the African Methodist Episcopal, AME Lion, Christian 
Methodist Episcopal ana united Methodist Churches was one of the topics discussed 
at a meeting in Atlanta in May of the Commission on Pan-Methoaist Cooperation. 

Deaths. Verda Farrar, 86, who served as a missionary to Brazil for 36 years, died 
May 18 ..• The Rev. Warren J. Jacobs, 40, associate general secretary of the General 
Commis-s'i on on Christian UnTiy and Interreligious Concerns, died of a heart attack 
on July 3 while on vacation in Massachusetts. A specialist in Jewish-Christian 
dialogue, he had written a number of books on ecumenicai affairs. He is survived by 
his wife, Janet, and son, Christopher.The Rev. Fred Mclendon, 56, a director of the 
South Georgia Conference Council on Ministries, diea May 22 of medical 
complications arising from a heart transplant operation in Augusta, Ga. He is 
survived by his wife Betty and three sons •.. Retired Bishop Shot K. Monaol, 88, died 
of a cerebral hemorrhage last June 6 in Dayton, Ohio. Elected to the episcopacy in 
1941, he served in Hyderabad ana New Delhi, India, until his retirement in 
1965 ... Ruth Saito, 57, an active missionary in Japan for 36 years, died on June 30. 
She is survived by her husband, Morse Saito, and two children .•.. Carolyn E. 
Schaefer, 86, a former missionary to India, aied last May in Oklahoma City, Ok. She 
served in India for more than 40 years and was principal of a girl •s school there 
until her retirement in 1967 .•• Moneta T. Soper, 85, who served as a missionary in 
Korea 50 years ago, died May 16 in Evanston, Ill •.. Hendrix A. Townsley, 73, a 
former World Division missionary to India, died June 11 of leukemia in Dallas, Tx. 
He served in India from 1937 to 1973, helping the medical mission manufacturing 
industry there. He was also principal of an inaustrial school and helpea build the 
Centenary Methodist Church in New Delhi. He is survived by his wife Eileen ana two 
daughters •.• bessie M. Ullery, 90, a retired missionary who served in Iowa, New 
Mexico and California, aiea April 10 in Colorado Springs, Co. She retired in 1958 

~est Germany. Every two years, an estimated 130,000 West German Protestants, n~stly 
young people, and a small ecumenical contigent from all over the world gather for a 
huge church festival cal lea the Kirchenta9 Assembly. Coming in the wake of the 
controversy over President Reagan's visit to the World War II German cemetery at 
Bitburg, this year's early June assembly in Dusseldorf passed a unanimous 
resolution sharply criticizing ~est German tendencies 11 to suppress an honest 
treatment of the events from 1933 to 1945 in Germany 11 and objecting to 11 a 
falsification of history which leads the German people to a dishonest relationship 
with their own past. 11 Prompting the resolution was an address by Rabbi Marc H. 
Tanenbaum of the American Jewish Committee, followed by an intense panel aiscussion 
involving German political, academic and religious leaders. 11 As a result of what I 
have experienced with you this week, 11 Tanenbaum said, 11 I plan to tell the American 
peop l e that they can have confidence in you, that there is a whol e new generation 
of young German men and women who are facing the horrors of that terrible past ano 
who are committed to building and defenaing a genuine aemocracy. 11 



:(_)EDITORIALS OJ 
DEATH, VIOLENCE AND JOLITICS 

The events of June, including high
jacking of aircraft and the holding of 
hostages as wel I as the planting of 
bombs on planes with the intention of 
destroying them in mid-air with huge 
loss of life, are horrifying indications of 
the state of the world. Politics is 
increasingly abandoned for terrorism 
and murder of the innocent replaces 
reason and compromise. 

In these circumstances, one can 
almost emotionally identify with those 
Christians wh.o believe that we are in 
the last times and that all that is left to 
the Christian is to wait for Armaged
don. 

Tempting as such quietism might be 
emotionally, it is an abdication of 
Christian responsibility just as much as 
the reverse temptation to revenge and 
retaliation . Both are attempts to es
cape history, to short-circuit the al
ways troubling question of how Chris
tians live in a world corrupted by sin. 
Terrorism and murder are sin in its 
most classical manifestation, the de
sire to impose one's own will on the 
world without restraint; the refusal to 
see others as sacred in the sight of 
God. 

It is a sin which all too often has 
been justified in the name of religion 
or a vision of the ideal society. As the 
Polish historian and Solidarity advisor 
Adam Michnik, himself recently sen
tenced to jail again in a show trial , has 
written, " The road to God's Kingdom 
on Earth led across rivers of blood." 
Christians have shed enough of that 
blood not to be smug about other 
zealots, whether they happen to be 
Muslims, Sikhs or Communists . 

Nor is wrapping ourselves in the flag 
and shouting, "Way to go, U.S.A.", 
much more than a temporary emo
tional relief. Before long, the uncom
fortable realization occurs that there is 
a connection of some sort between 
U .S. military power and its use or 
misuse and such bloody incidents as 
murder in El Salvador and Lebanon. 
To admit this is not to be anti-Ameri
can or to condone murder. It is simply 
the knowledge that we are all in-

valved, like it or not, in our country's 
might and prestige and its conse
quences . We might ponder again 
Jesus' hard sayings on the rich . 

Not that we can expect any kind of 
political blueprint from the Bible. Our 
Lord reminds us of our obligation to 
the poor and the oppressed but, 
beginning with the temptations in the 
desert, he consistently refuses to settle 
for a political answer. This is a 
necessary reminder that all political 
systems are under the judgment of 
God. 

It is not, however, an excuse for us 
to withdraw from politics . We are not 
God and we must strive to do what we 
can in an imperfect world . That means 
politics. It also means informing our
selves about the real world . 

Any American who travels abroad is 
struck by the difference in the way the 
world looks inside the U.S. and 
outside of it. Much of this can only be 
attributed to insularity and ignorance. 
Many Americans are woefully unedu
cated about the wor ld . It is not 
surprising that many of the TWA 
hostages in Lebanon were surprised by 
what they discovered about the situa
tion in that admittedly complicated 
and chaotic country. Who among us 
knows very much about what is going 
on in Lebanon? Who really cares? 

A good part of our lack of knowl
edge comes from getting our view of 
reality from what New York Times 
columnist Russell Baker calls News
world (as opposed to Realworld). If 
ever there was a time to see News
world at its worst, it was during the 
TWA hostage story. All the media sins 
of sensationalism, editorializing, un
restrained competitiveness, and lack 
of judgment could be seen nightly on 
television and read in many newspa
pers. How can a citizenry fed on such 
material expect to be informed? 

Justice, yes. To know all (if we ever 
could) is not to forgive all. The blood 
of the murdered does not cry out for 
vengeance but it does demand a 
decent respect. A good part of that 
respect also demands that we under
stand our responsibility in the world 

and to our fellow human beings. 
Otherwise, all we can look forward to 
is an endless chain of violence and 
death . 

A USEFUL REMINDER 
It may seem a far cry from Lebanon 

to the recent U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions on church-state relations, 
most notably the striking down of a 
Alabama law mandating a moment of 
silence or prayer in the public schools. 
Really, it is not. The danger of tryi ng to 
enlist the might of the state for religious 
ends underlies both cases . In Leba
non, the attempt to guarantee status to 
religious groups has led to rage and 
resentment by those excluded . In the 
U.S., as the Supreme Court has wisely 
reminded us, we are prevented from 
entangling the two. 

It is a reminder that religious people 
should welcome. All of those who 
moan about taking God out of the 
public school have a very limited 
notion of both the power and the 
presence of the deity . What can be and 
should be taken out of the public 
school and other government institu
tions is the idolatrous notion that God 
and government are the same thing. 

The United States of America is not a 
Christian nation . It is highly unlikely, if 
not impossible, that there is any such 
thing as a Christian nation ; there are 
only nations which call themselves 
Christian. But the United States has 
never done even that, and Christians 
should be glad . It is the fond hope of 
believers that in any formal relation
ship between church and state, the 
principles of religion will prevail and 
elevate the state to a more noble and 
more moral entity . History, unfortun
ately, demonstrates that thi s is not the 
case. Religion becomes the servant of 
the state and not the other way around . 

Certainly, Christians must strive to 
bring influence to bear upon public 
life. Certainly, we must ask God 's 
guidance in all we do personally and 
collectively . Such efforts do not need 
state sanction . We should thank the 
Supreme Court for reminding us of that 
bedrock principle. 



HUNGER IN AFRICA 
The Crisis is not only the drought 

J. Harry Haines 

The drought, famine and suffering 
in Africa that have a ro used 

worldwide concern in recent months 
are much more serious than the 
outside world imagines even now. 

They require susta ined, fundamen
tal answers. Emergency aid is essential 
but, beyond that, Africa's real hunger 
is for new thi nking, new freedom from 
old ways, new research, new crops, 
new spi rit-new confidence. 

Twenty years ago, 35 new nations 
were born on the Afri can cont inent. 
This was the end of a co lonia l period 
that had lasted, in some cases, four 
hundred years. Hopes and dreams for 
a new Africa were very real. At that 
time, UN ESCO in Paris received from 
those newborn nations requests for 30 
universities to train managers and 
leaders for every phase of Afr ican life. 

It was an exciting ti me to be in 
Africa, and I traveled extensive ly in the 

'70s to every corner of that continent. 
For the first decade, many countries 
rode on the momentum of the colonial 
era . Today all but a handful are 
staggering. Every country in Africa 
except three are now food import 
nations . 

The food output per capita is falling . 
State-run agricultural marketing is 
inefficient. There are very few incen
t ives to farmers to produce more food . 
Eighty percent of a 11 the food produced 
in Africa is grown by women with 
inadequate tool s and techniques. The 
world ' s fastest-grow ing population 
swamps social gains. 

In 1973, a five-year long drought 
still gripped the Sahel . Along the edge 
of the great Sahara Desert, a mi II ion 
head of cattle died of thirst and 
100,000 people peri shed . Now 12 
years later, the drought directl y affects 
130,000,000 people in 14 countries . 
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By December 1984, in Ethiopia alone, 
a million people had died. The death 
toll among infants in these countries is 
currentl y 20,000 per day. But thanks 
to the mass media, and particularl y 
television , the whole world has been 
aroused, and people's indifference has 
been challenged by the fact of human 
suffering on a scale difficult to com
prehend , even to those who visit the 
area. 

The crisis is not onl y the drought. It 
includes futile economic and agricul
tural practices, unrealistic food prices 
in the cities-a combination of many, 
many things. Populations skyrocket, 
wars and civil wars block food ship
ments in parts of Ethiopia, Angola, 
Sudan and Chad . Afr ica stands today 
w here Asia and Latin America stood in 
the early si xties . 

In 1962, Africa produced almost 90 
percent of its food , but thi s is no longer 
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true . In a continent of 536,000,000, 
that within 15 years will have in
creased to 875,000,000, the chal
lenges of this vast continent confront 
the world . These are the harsh facts . 
They are not going to go away. Over 
against the tragedv of suffering people 
is the need to tackle long-term an
swers. One of these days, the emer
gency aid from the world will begin to 
dry up. There is no instance in thi s 
century of any one area receiving 
attention beyond a certain period of 
time . What sets in with individuals and 
within nations is what I choose to call 
" compassion fatigue." People be
come weary in their well-doing. The 
long-term answers that have to be 
confronted, deal with the following 
issues: 

1. Can the soil of Africa be brought 
back to life with new seeds, new 
dams, new livestock, new agricultural 
policies, new roads, new trucks, new 
hope? 

2. How can African nations best be 
helped to feed themselves over the 
long haul? 

These are urgent and serious ques
tions . But in face of the enormity, the 
reality of the need of this great 
continent , I came away deeply 
touched by the enormous efforts being 
made by the African people to help 
themselves. 

Surrounded by a moonscape of the 
bone-dry mountain ranges, I met a 
Swiss nurse who is at the end of the aid 
chain working to alleviate suffering in 
one parched corner where Ethiopia 
and Somalia come together . We 
watched her pick up a tiny black boy 
with a beam of approval-up into her 
arms he goes, enormous eyes white 
with pleasure. His head is shaved 
except for a miniscule patch of hair by 
which his mother believes God's hand 
will hoist him to heaven should he die. 

" This is Kiros. When he came in 
here two months ago, he was so 
starved, he was like a skeleton-his 
mother kept hitting him and he kept 
asking her why. Today 1

11 she says, 
hugging him, "he is filled out after 
emergency feeding, his eyes are bet
ter, and see this bracelet made of 
grass. His mother made it for him, her 
attitude to him has changed ." 

This is what emergency food relief 
should be-fighting famine and 
dr.ought and showing compassion , 
generosity and dedication. 

Kiros is handed back to his moth
er-he is one of the success stories fed 
by Canadian grain flown in by trans
port plane . If the aid stops, thousands 
like Kiros will die. But Kiros, we hope, 
will survive and grow. There are a 
thousand children in that camp. Each 
one is precious and is being cared for. 
Others will die. Life must be saved. 
The rains will come again, and once 
again the valleys will be green. There 
is hope mingled all the time with 
despair. 

On the island of Madagascar, the 
size of the state of California, 250 
miles off the coast of east Africa, 60 
percent of the people are Christians
reflecti ng the fact that 50 percent of a 11 

of Africa' s 536,000,000 people are 
Christians. Indeed the fastest growing 
churches in the world are now in 
Africa . 

The people of Madagascar are the 
first to tell us, " We are not Africans. " 
These 12,000,000 people have their 
origin in Indonesia and Polynesia
their whole way of life, their agricul
ture, their religious beliefs, even their 
language is reflective of southeast Asia 
and the Pacific. Their ancestors came 
on the northeast monsoon winds from 
Indonesia to this island home. 

Here, we saw miracles being per
formed. On the island is an organiza
tion called Fikrifama, an amazing 
group of Malagasy people working 
under the direction and the support of 
the churches of the island . The 
churches of Madagascar have a com
mitment to their own people. They 
realize they can 't do everything, so 
they have decided to do one thing and 
do it so wel I that the one-party socialist 
government of the country will consid
er the program among the most 
significant developmental projects. 

What is Fikrifama doing? It is 
developing water resource systems in 
the countryside. Thousands of chil
dren die unnecessarily from typhoid 
and water-borne diseases, including 
dysentery. By using the latest technol
ogy, working with an Ameri can cor
poration , Fikrifama has produced a 

The crisis 
is not only 

the drought. 
It includes 

futile economic 
and ag ricu ltu ral 

practices-
a combination 

of many, 
many things. 

'' 
new kind of water pump that requires 
no gasoline or diesel engines, but can 
be powered by hand with a huge fly 
wheel that spins around and brings the 
water up to the surface. Fikrifama is 
going from village to village to provide 
services . Where the women once 
walked five and ten miles a day in 
search of water, now in each village 
we came to, surrounded by a fence to 
prevent contamination, we saw water 
purification systems and deep wells . 

We traveled for 11 hours across the 
island with the President of the Senate, 
the ruling body of the country, three of 
his deputies and the first secretary of 
the American Embassy. As we ap
proached a remote village of three 
thousand people, a large gong was 
sounded . The entire population came 
to the center of the vi II age and there, 
surrounded by a fence, was the new 
well and the v illage pump. The 
President of the Senate reminded me 
that they were socialists. (The Rus
sians, the North Koreans and many of 
the socialist block countries have their 
embassies in the capital. ) He turned to 
me and said , " You know, thi s is rather 
special-this is not what some people 
call 'parachute development,' aid that 
comes down out of the sky, aid that is 
not full y adapted to our needs." 

In an interesting way, Fikrifama is 
doing something of a grassroots nature 
with the people, giving them the gift of 

New World Outlook • July-August 1985 [313] 9 



dign ity. The people themselves do 
almost all the work here, and there is a 
new spirit in the vi 1 lage because 
there's a new hope. The children will 
not d ie unnecessari ly and there is even 
w ater ava i I able for some irrigation. 
While 40 percent of Asia' s agriculture 
is under irrigation , only three percent 
of Afr ica' s fields are irrigated . 

We stood there in the hot African 
sun. The temperature was over 115 in 
the shade. The head of the village 
asked me to speak. I held up my right 
hand and called out, " This is my 
hand-it is a colorless hand , for it is a 
w hite hand ." Then the head of the 
vi llage came forward and I asked him 
to hold his hand up alongside mine. I 
said , " You see, his hand is brown. For 
200 years, the hand of the white 
person was on top of the hand of the 
brown, for Western powers were in 
control. Now we will join our hands 
together." We joined a brown and a 
w hite hand and we moved them 
together. Immediately everyone in the 
village knew what was happening. 

Then the two of us went, and we 
turned the large heavy fly wheel of a 
pump made in Indiana especially for 
Madagascar. As we spun it together
even a small child can do it once the 
momentum is gained-water came 
surging to the well head . As it poured 
into the village tank, the whole crowd 
spontaneously started singing a song 
of joy. A little tiny symbol of hope, yes . 
It cost $5, 000 to install it and that's all 
the money that wi 11 ever be needed . To 
those people, who out of their own 
poverty contributed their labor, this 
was a special moment of caring. 

Aga inst the backdrop of Africa, 
w hat does this mean? It means that 
there are little islands of hope in a sea 
of despa ir. 

W e saw this again as we walked 
through the Mathare Valley, one of 
Afri ca's huge slum cities on the edge of 
Nairob i. From the Mathare Valley, 
you can look down on the city and see 
the great Kenyatta drum-like conven
tion hall , the H ilton Hotel , the Inter
conti nental Hotel and the wide boule
vards of a great modern city-one of 
the most attracti ve cities in all of 
Africa. A few minutes away is Math
are, where 150,000 people live lives 
of quiet despa ir. Disease, crime, 

prostitution, unemployment, exploi
tation-everything you can think of is 
wrong in that valley. But it isn't all 
hopeless, and this was the exciting 
thing for me and for others . I had been 
to Mathare Valley many times. We 
met with Jidrath Kumara, a young 
trained Kenyan , and the men and 
women he had gathered around him in 
the Kenya Christian Council. They are 
some of God's heroes-very special 
people. 

The search for two commodities 
preoccupies the lives of tens of mil
lions of people, not only in Africa but 
in much of the Third World. The 
search for water goes on day after day 
after day, as does the search for 
firewood for fuel to cook the one meal 
a the day that people will have. That 
search for fuel has decimated millions 
of acres of forest land in many Third 
World countries such as Nepal. A third 
of all the forests of that great moun
tainous country have disappeared in 
the last 35 years, and millions of tons 
of topsoi I pour down the rivers across 
India to be dumped into the Bay of 
Bengal. 

So what do you do? Do you curse 
the darkness? No, an amazing tree has 
been discovered, called the Giant 
Lucaena tree . Its use-it really only 
has one-is firewood! In two-and-a
half years from planting, the Lucaena 
tree is si x feet tall , thick enough to be 
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cut down and used for firewood . And 
in the Mathare Valley and other places 
across Africa, they are planting hun
dreds of thousands of these. Where do 
they come from? Well , the seeds I 
carried to east Africa came from 
Hawaii. They were grown just a few 
miles from downtown Honolulu and 
they will spread. Millions of these will 
be planted and generations yet unborn 
will be grateful for this gift. 

I cou Id go on citing case after case of 
people who really care. The standard 
answer to meeting overwhelming 
human need is, " I'm only one person, 
what can I do?" My experience as I've 
traveled across the world is that there 
are countless numbers of people who 
have refused to accept things the way 
they are, and who have given their 
lives, in some cases, to transform the 
scene which they have left. That's 
exciting, that's good news. 

It's like the women of Oudong in 
Cambodia (Kampuchea). When the 
Khmer Rouge massacred every male in 
Oudong from the youngest to the 
oldest and left behind a village of 
women and little children , life for 
them looked as if it were completely 
over, but it wasn't. They found some of 
their water buffalo that had survived. 
They dug she I I casings, from shells that 
had killed their families, out of the 
mud walls of their homes. They found 
unexploded shells in the rice fields 
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around Oudong and they gathered 
them up-copper and brass casings 
from Russia, United States, France, 
China, Switzerland-and melted them 
down into clay molds. From these they 
made bells, not for tourists, not as a 
conversation piece but to hang around 
the necks of their beloved water 
buffalo so they could find them . They 
turned the sounds of death and the 
symbols of death into symbols of hope 
and joy and music. 

Just outside Nairobi , not far from the 
Mathare Valley, a group of African 
food sc ientists refuse to accept th ings 

the way they are. Mary Murithi holds 
up a test tube to show me a tiny curl of 
green plant growing in a clear com
pound . Ruth Mathu guides us through 
40 greenhouses. They, and others, 
without public ity or fanfare are the 
signs of hope for an African green 
revolution. They are working to prod
uce new varieties of food--crops 
resistant to disease, able to withstand 
drought, and more high-yielding than 
ever before. 

African farmers generally raise two 
to three tons of potatoes per acre. The 
Kenya team, on experimental plots, 

Above, opposite page: Agricultural missionary Larry Hills and Zambian farmer inspect 
village water well. Top: A typical day at western-style supermarket in Jos, Nigeria. 
Below: Youth chops firewood at a forest clearing in Ghasontown, Liberia. 
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have produced 20 tons per acre. At the 
center, supported in part by the United 
States government, are new varieties 
of plants; 150 different varieties are 
ready for distribution . One of them 
handed me a small glass jar containing 
what looked like pale sand . 

" You are holding half a million 
different seeds there," I was told . 
" Every gram of weight equals 2,500 
seeds . To hold the same number of 
actual potato tubers, you'd need a line 
of trucks from here to Nairobi . It takes 
time to develop and grow and test, but 
it's going to happen ." 

In Uganda, I saw a new kind of stove 
called the Banco stove. To the casual 
observer, it's a mud/brick stove with 
four round openings on the top. But 
this stove is a revolutionary kind of 
stove different from any other for one 
reason: it uses 60 percent less fire
wood than is normally needed. It was 
developed in Niger, where fuel is one 
of the most desperate needs of people. 
This way, you can use less wood . Now 
tens of thousands of these are being 
built. 

New stoves, new sources of water, 
new kinds of potato seed , new trees for 
firewood-these are all part of the 
reason for hope that has come from 
people who have refused to accept 
things the way they are. There is great 
inspiration in these people. 

Can the vast deserts of Africa be 
stopped? Yes, they can be stopped 
through drought-resistant trees, by 
fencing off areas from livestock so that 
grasses can grow, encouraging migra
tion to more fertile southern regions, 
using windbreaks and special seeds on 
sand dunes. Are millions of people 
facing a hopeless future? No, not 
necessarily. Not when enough people 
begin to care, and when the technolo
gy that enables us to leap across vast 
areas and circle the earth is put to use 
to enable people to live on the earth . 

When our concern is for a quality of 
life for all people, then mirac les can 
begin to happen . • 

J. Harry Hai nes is a fo rmer chief executive 
off icer of the Un ited Method ist Committee 
on Relief. He reti red in 1983 after more 
than 40 years in mission work. 
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Barbara F. Wilkinson 

United Methodist 
congregations 

touch the lives of 
people in many 
ways. Through 

their various 
ministries-from 

feeding and 
housing programs 

to support of 
movements for 

peace and 
justice-they reach 
out to demonstrate 
concern for people 
most in need. This 

is the first in a 
series of periodic 

articles profiling 
some of these 

Congregations in 
Mission. 

O n a hot sultry morning last June, 
Cindy turned the wheel s of her 

d i lapidated blue Chevy station wagon 
off busy Baldwin Avenue into the 
driveway of the red brick church . She 
didn ' t want to have anything to do 
w ith religion , she thought, as she 
crossed the gravel driveway to the 
church's side door. But with no job, no 
place to live, and only a few dollars in 
her purse, it was her last hope. For 
Cindy had finally decided that if she 
didn 't find help here, she would have 
to put her eight- and ten-year-old 
children in foster care . 

Cindy's li fe had not been an easy 
one. Abused by an alcoholic mother 
who had turned her against organized 
religion , Cindy ran away from her 
Georgia home at age 1 5 to get 
married . That relationship soon ended 
in divorce, and since then a second 
husband had left her. Here she stood at 
the door of the church shelter with two 
children in tow-a 29-year--old who 
had been fired from her job that day 
and did not have a high school degree 
or any marketable ski I ls to support a 
family. Her world was closing in on 
her. 

" I had never been that low in my 
life," she says, recalling the despera
tion of that June day. " It was either go 
into this shelter or leave my kids on 
somebody's doorstep and run away. 
And I couldn't do that." 

What Cindy didn't know when she 
opened that door last summer at the 
Baldwin Avenue United Methodist 
Church in Pontiac, Michigan, was that 
she had opened the door to a whole 
new life. 

Today, Cindy is enrolled at Pontiac 
Business Institute, studying for a career 
as a medical assistant. The members at 
Baldwin helped her complete high 
school, find affordable and safe hous
ing and, most of all , gave her the love 
and encouragement to begin life 
anew. 

" I never dreamed I'd be able to get 
my high school degree," she says. " I 
always considered myself a dummy." 

Once scared of the church, she and 
her two children are now one of the 
most active families at Baldwin Ave
nue Church . 

" Just when I had hitthe bottom and I 
had nowhere else to go but death
and I was almost there-here came 
this church and these people," says 
Cindy . "They are terrific, wonderfu I 
people who are truly caring. They've 
made me do a complete turn around in 
my life. They make me feel special and 
I never felt that way in my whole life. " 

Cindy is one of the best success 
stories at Baldwin Avenue Church, but 
she is only one of an estimated 7,500 
people to be helped each year by the 
outreach ministry of this 82-member 
congregation . From feeding programs 
to neighborhood youth activities to 
temporary shelter to sponsoring a 
Hispanic ministry, this church is in 
mission 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

It wasn 't always that way. Organ
ized as an Evangelical Church in 
1918, the Baldwin Avenue congrega
tion 's growth para I le led that of the 
newly-burgeoning auto industry . 
Throughout the following decades, 
the congregation remained a neigh
borhood church in the tool and die 
community where the first structure 
was built. But in the 1970s, when the 
auto industry slumped and the city lost 
one-third of its population, the con
gregation found itself struggling as 
well. 

"The neighborhood had deteriorat
ed and we thought there wasn' t much 
future for the church, " recalls Katie 
Vincent, church treasurer. " It just 
seemed like the older members were 
dying and the congregation was get
ting smaller and there wasn 't anything 
going on the;e. " 

When the Rev. Dr. Patricia Meyers 
was appointed to Baldwin Avenue 
Church in 1980, she found an Anglo 
church located in the midst of a 
Hispanic community, a largely non
neighborhood congregation searching 
for its identity. Church members and 
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~ETHODIST CHURCH 
Detroit Conference officials credit Dr. 
Meyers with the dran~ atic turnaround 
in the church's program and outreach 
ministry. 

" She was literally a God-send to 
us, " says Ms. Vincent. 

With her contagious enthusiasm 
and her hunger to work in an urban 
ministry, Dr. Meyers has led the 
congregation both to understand and 
to act on Jesus' admonition to care for 
the hungry, naked and needy. 

" There was a real need for what this 
church is doing, " says City Council 
member Arthur Connelly. " They're a 
stabilizing influence in that neighbor
hood ." 

The church membership remains 
predominantly white, but the Sunday 
morning congregation is often one
third Black and Hispanic. Dr. Meyers 
says the congregation's diverse mis
sion programs ~nd warm fellowship 
are now attracting young couples who 
drive in from the suburbs. 

It was this congregation 's loving 
outreach that made a difference in the 
life of 28-year-old Larry, who, like 
Cindy, found himself at the church 's 
temporary shelter, out of work with no 
other place to go. 

" I was in turmoil , there were so 
many problems at one time and I was 
going through so many changes at one 
time, it was really pitiful ," says Larry. 
Burned out after four years of super
vising persons with developmental 
disabilities at three group homes in 
Cal ifornia, Larry had come back to his 
home state to take a year off and work 
in his previous vocation as a welder. 
But after two months at the " guaran
teed" job, he was laid off. 

" I couldn't pay rent anymore and I 
didn't have any place to stay. I 
couldn't keep burdening friends," he 
said. " I saw a flyer that said ' Baldwin 
Avenue Church and Community Cen
ter,' so I thought maybe they could 
help." 

And help they did . The temporary 
shelter, located in the basement of the 
church, is usually filled to its capacity 

Cindy prepares for class at Pontiac Business Institute. 

of 20 persons per night and is the only 
shelter in the city of 76,000 that serves 
women with children and family units. 
The staff of 11 , who are partially 
funded through a state grant, have 
helped about 900 people like Larry in 
the past year. 

While he spent 14 days at the 
shelter, staff members aided Larry in 
sorting through the government pa
perwork to get on General Assistance 
and helped him find an efficiency 
apartment. 

" I'm trying to find work so I won't 
have to stay on General Assistance," 
says Larry. " I' m a welder and can run 
anything in a machine shop, and I've 
worked with persons who are devel 
opmentally disabled . But I can't find a 
job. " 

Wh ile he job hunts, Larry is paying 
back the church for its generosity by 

volunteering at least 30 hours each 
week at the Baldwin Avenue Church . 
Even though he has to walk from his 
home several miles away, he is there 
daily-cleaning, playing piano, serv
ing in the soup kitchen or delivering 
food to senior c itizens. 

" I feel like I have an obligat ion to 
help," he explains. " If I see someone 
down, I'm supposed to try and do 
something." 

Often staff members will see Larry 
sitting with someone at the soup 
kitchen table or talking to someone in 
the shelter-telling them his story and 
listen ing to theirs . Though he says he 
has always been a bel iever, si nce 
coming to Baldw in Avenue Chu rch, 
Larry has begun reading the Bible 
word-for-word and is now attending 
Sunday services. 

" This is the first time that I've been 
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invol ved wi th a church that did thi s 
much and really did it for all the right 
reasons," he says . " Th is is w hat Jesus 
w ants the church to be like." 

Another person helping Baldw in 
Avenue Church to be that special kind 
of place is Sam, the church custodian . 
H is life's sketch, like that of Cindy and 
Larry, is another resurrection story. He 
tells it thi s way: 

" Two years ago, when I came back 
here, I was quite the drinker. I had 
separated from my wife . I had no 
veh ic le, I had no home. I j ust hitch
hicked the freeways and I'd stay in 
abandoned houses or wherever I 
cou ld . But the point was I brought it on 
myself. I had nobody to blame, yet I 
was angry at the world ." 

After three suicide attempts, Sam 
finall y pulled himself together and 
went through a resident alcohol reha
bi litation program. Dr. Meyers, who 
had seen Sam at the church before, 
noticed the difference when he re
turned . 

" The dramatic turnaround in him 
was unbelievable, because he was no 
longer drinking," the pastor says. " He 
was no longer violent, he could carry 
on a conversation with you . He was 
smiling, more pleasant. " 

Tucked in the corner of the church 
balcony overlooking the sanctuary is a 
little room designed in earlier years for 
parishioners w ith fussy babies . This 
8'x1 O' cubbyhole, w ith the bare fur
nish ings of a cot and sleeping bag, is 
home now for Sam, who is literally a 
live-in church sexton . Night and day 
you can find him working around the 
church, cleaning and scrubbing or 
rearranging furniture to make rooms 
adaptable for their many purposes . 

" It says in the Bible, feed the hungry 
and clothe the naked, that's what it's 
all about," says Sam, who gets upset 
wi th churches that aren' t involved in 
mission outreach. " Everybody sits 
around in their warm little homes like 
fatted cal ves, and they don 't ·know 
what's going on out in the world . 

" You have to actually put it to work, 
you can't j ust read it out of the Bible 
and say this is the w ay we should be." 
And he adds proudly, " We' re actually 
doing it." 

"Doing it" also means runn ing a 

soup kitchen in the church fellowship 
hal I four days a week where about 250 
people come for a hot lunch. Sylvia 
Wheeling, the volunteer director of 
this Fam ily Kitchen, says people fre
quently say it is their only meal of the 
day. Even in sub-freezing winter 
weather, according to her, people 
walk several miles for lunch . Once an 
unemployed 30-year-old man named 
Ralph told her, " If it wasn't for this 
church , I'd be dead." 

Church members from several de
nominations help fund the Family 
Kitchen and arrive Monday, Wednes
day, Friday and Saturday mornings to 
prepare and serve the food . Anyone is 
welcome, Sylvia expla ins, and no 
questions are asked . 

" They don' t embarrass you here," 
says Esther, who frequents the Family 
Kitchen once or twice a week. She 
brings her famil y there both for the 
food and the fel lowship. " If you ' re 
lonely, you can meet people here. " 

" This is the best one," comments 
Bertha, a mother on government 
assistance who has taken her four 
children to several Pontiac soup kit
chens. She says the money she saves 
by eating at the Family Kitchen helps 
buy clothes or other necessities for her 
children . 

In addition to the basement soup 
kitchen , Baldwin Avenue Church 
gives out foodstuffs from a food pantry, 
hosts a federal summer lunch program 
for children, and delivers 30-pound 
boxes of government surplus food to 
more than 240 senior citizens each 
month. 

Upstairs, Gary Lynch, the commu
nity developer, runs the community 
center ministry, spending most of each 
day helping people solve their prob
lems. Sometimes it ' s one-on-one 
counseling or helping senior citizens 
with home repair problems or prepar
ing income tax forms . Other times, it's 
calling the pharmacy across the street 
to arrange for medicines or referring 
people to other social service agencies 
in the county that can meet their 
needs. 

A Catholic, Gary is impressed by 
what' s happening at Baldwin Avenue 
Church: " I see a lot of churches that sit 
w ith hundreds of thousands of dollars 
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in their treasuries and are not doing 
anything. This is my idea of what 
Christians should be doing." 

The congregation also takes 
seriously the denominational mission
al priority on the Ethnic Minority Local 
Church . 

" There are close to 15,000 Span
ish-speaking people in the Pontiac 
area," explains Dr. Meyers. " Their 
families came in the 1940s to build the 
railroads for the auto industry." 

Once Dr. Meyers made the congre
gation aware of the fact that no 
mainline Protestant denominations 
were serving the Hispanic communi
ty, the Baldwin Avenue Church began 
working with conference officials to 
begin a new outreach . 

A Hispanic congregation is now 
being organized by Jose Pascoe, a 
26-year-old Mexican Methodist, who 
was recruited to Pontiac last year. The 
Detroit Conference is partially funding 
the new outreach and the National 
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Program Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries is contri
buting $3,000 this year. The Hispanic 
church shares the facility and each 
congregation has worship services on 
Sunday mornings. It is a sisterhood 
relationship that seems to be working 
well. 

"It's like a partnership," explains 
Pascoe. " The Baldwin Avenue con
gregation is very supportive of my 
ministry here." 

The Baldwin Avenue congregation 
also shares its facilities for a Montes
sori weekday pre-school , neighbor
hood scouting programs, block club 
meetings, drug rehabilitation groups, 
city medical services and workshops 
on topics ranging from health care to 
computers. How do 82 people fund all 
this? It's a modern-day loaves and 
fishes story. 

" We have about 60 families who 
give regularly and in a year' s time we 
take in about $40,000," says the 

Top left: Young diners enjoy lunch 
at church's Family Kitchen; 
Top right: Imposing brick building 
houses multipurpose church 
on Pontiac's Baldwin Avenue; 
Left: Sylvia Wheeling on duty 
as Family Kitchen 
volunteer director. 
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Just when I had 
hit the bottom 

and I had 
nowhere to go 

but death, 
here came 

this church and 
these people. 
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church treasurer. " Other churches 
support us and, well , the money just 
seems to come in ." 

The pastor explains that church 
members' contributions and fund
raising cover her salary, basic utility 
costs and apportionments. Though the 
congregation is not yet paying its full 
share of all apportionments, they've 
been increasing their percentage each 
year. 

" It is a struggle," explains Dr. 
Meyers. " For us it always comes down 
to paying the full share of the appor
tionments or paying the basics
lights, heat, gas, etc. " 

A state grant funds two-thirds of the 
shelter operation. Much of the money 
for programming comes from other 
churches and Pontiac civic groups, 
with the Detroit Conference providing 
$6,000. Dr. Meyers frequents the 
speaking circuit and raises over $100,-
000 a year for the specialized pro
grams. It al I adds up to a budget of 
about $310,000 annually. Dr. Meyers 
is hoping for funding from United 
Methodist general agencies and/or 
governmental aid to begin a job
training partnership program and 
other outreach ministries. 

Karen Chakroff, one of the mem
bers of the congregation , says she 
doesn ' t think other churches are 
wrong for not implementing these 
types of programs, but says they are 
miss ing out on a lot of excitement. 

" It makes me very proud to know 
how many people we are reaching," 
she states. " We've done a lot of good 
for a lot of people who had nowhere 
else to go. " 

People who had nowhere else to 
go-like Cindy and Sam. People 
whose lives will never be the same 
because of Baldwin Avenue United 
Methodist Church. • 

Barbara Fought Wilkinson is a television 
news researcher in Detroit. 
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Pat Meyers was vacationing in the 
East with a girlfriend in the spring of 
1980 when her district superintendent 
called on the telephone, saying the 
cabinet was considering appointing 
her to Baldwin Avenue Church in 
Pontiac. Pat asked only one ques
tion-how far was the church from 
downtown-and said, "I'll take it. " 

Pat recalls that the surprised district 
superintendent said, "But don't you 
want to see it," and she replied , "No, 
I' ll take it; I want to be in the inner 
city." 

She telephoned her husband back in 
Michigan and told him to go scout out 
the church and surrounding neighbor
hood. He called her back and said 
with a tinge of exasperation in his 
voice, "It's what you want. " 

And for this 36-year-old pastor, the 
past five years at Baldwin Avenue 
Church have been just what she 
wanted. 

" I would be perfectly content, 20 
years from now, to retire from here," 
she explains. 

A native of Seaford, Delaware, Pat 
grew up dreaming of being a mission
ary. She graduated from Methodist
related Western Maryland College in 
Westminster, Maryland, with a degree 
in philosophy, religion and social 
work. She entered Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C., think
ing that women could only be Chris
tian Educators, but soon changed to 
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the Master of Divinity program . An 
ordained elder in the Detroit Confer
ence, Pat has recently earned her 
Doctor of Ministry degree from United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton . 

Although she has worked in subur
ban settings, she feels most at home in 
an urban church environment. 

"For me, this is the cutting edge of 
where the gospel is in the United States 
today," Pat explains. " I've seen I ives 
here change more dramatically than 
any other place I've been." 

Bishop Judith Craig agrees that Pat 
was a timely match for the Baldwin 
Avenue congregation . " Here was a 
neighborhood in need of Christly 
ministry and here was an established 
congregation with resources needing 
to be invested," Bishop Craig says. 
"Pat came along with selfless vision 
and energy to be a catalyst for the 
two." 

" Pat's best ski I I is her ability to work 
with people and put them at ease," 
says Gary Lynch, who has been the 
community developer at the church 
for four years. 

"I think we may nominate her for 
sainthood," jokes Karen Chakroff, 
current chairperson of the Pastor 
Parish Relations Committee . Ms. 
Chakroff says the congregation has 
easily accepted a woman pastor. 

Other members of the congregation 
describe her as "driven," "down to 
earth, " "intelligent," "funny," and 

e 
" dedicated." 

" She's the first minister I've heard 
that I just don 't miss a word of her 
sermons," says Katie Vincent, church 
treasurer. 

When questioned about her gifts in 
ministry, Pat lists one as her preaching 
skills . 

" I do not preach from a manu
script," says Pat. " I've found my own 
style in studying the lectionary scrip
tures and then simply getting up and 
free-wheeling it for about ten to 
twelve minutes." 

Acknowledging that it's a nontradi
tional approach to homiletics, she says 
it works for her because she intention
ally stays in touch with both the 
scriptures and the needs of the con
gregation. 

"My preaching is not suave; more 
often than not it is bristly," she says. 

Pat admits that she was a real shock 
to the congregation five years ago, but 
credits the church people with helping 
her learn what it is to be cared for by a 
congregation. 

" From my oldest member who's 96 
years old down to the three-year-old 
who runs up and throws her hands up 
to me, I just feel real love and 
support," she adds. " I have no desire 
for more money or a bigger congrega
tion. There is so much going on here 
now that it really feels I ike this is where 
I'm supposed to be." -BFW 

Far left: Rev. Pat Meyers in her study; 
Center: Rev. Jose Pasco greets church 
members after worship service; 
Below: Community developer Gary 
Lynch goes over the day's paperwork. 



MILITARY CHAPLAINS 
Ministers in mission 

to America's Armed Forces 

Ashipboard gym off Papua New 
Gu i nea . A road si de jeep in 

Okinawa. An Air Force base cafe in 
Montgomery, Alabama . A tiny offi ce 
cubicle in San Diego. Four very 
different settings in four vastly different 
parts of the world . Yet in any one of 
them, or any of a dozen others as well, 
a military chaplain would feel right at 
home. For a chaplain must learn to 
work and worship almost anywhere. 
During this sojourn as God's messen
ger to the military community, the 
chaplain will rarely spend more than 
two or three years in a given location. 
Some like the transiency, others en
dure it as "part of the job. " Virtually al I 
see it as an endless opportunity to 
share their testimony of God's love. 

Chaplain Emilio Chaviano is one 
who sees the moving around as a plus: 
" I love it. Being able to participate in 
activities like an exercise with the 
troops, spending two or three weeks 
out in the field with men and women 
who are going through that. .. being a 
presence of the church in that en
vironment is very much what ministry 
is all about. " 

Chaplain Chaviano is in his eighth 
year of Air Force service . Cuban by 
birth , American by choice, he was 
studying to be a United Methodist 
minister when, in 1964, he was given 
a 1-A classification and marked for 
duty in Vietnam. " I had a wife and kids 
and was in school , so I asked for a 
deferment. They gave me the defer
ment, so I always felt I had a moral 
commitment. ... I gave my word to the 
draft board that some day I would 
serve the country." 

Happy to be fulfilling that commit
ment now, Chaplain Chaviano is one 
of over four hundred ordained Meth
od ist min isters serving in U .S. military 
forces around the world . Though 
rel igious emphasis in the armed forces 
is, of necessity, more ecumenical than 
denominationa l in spirit, most Meth
od ist chaplains agree that their faith's 
pluralisti c credos make for an easier 
adjustment. Says Chaplain Chaviano : 

Jane Jaudon Ferrer 

" When I serve communion on Sunday 
morning, our congregations are made 
up of everything, but it doesn 't matter 
because they are there as Christians." 

Chaplain Carroll Starling, on active 
duty for 1 7 years and currently sta
tioned at the Marine Corps Develop
ment and Education Command in 
Quantico, Virginia, elaborates further : 
" There is just absolutely no mecha
nism in [the military] for adjudication 
of theological disputes . It's a live
and-let-think environment, so that I 
may sprinkle an infant and Southern 
Baptists may hold for total immersion, 
but no one is going to question the 
other's right to do it. We have a phrase 
in the Chaplain Corps-'Cooperation 
Without Compromise.' " 

Yet compromise plays a key role in a 
military chaplain 's li fe. The opportuni
ty to travel al I over the world squares 
off against the pain of continuall y 
leaving friends and family behind . The 
freedom of almost unlimited access to 
audiovisual aids, Christian literature, 
and new program funding has to 
compensate for the lack of a constant 
loving, loyal congregation of believ
ers. 

There is no compromise, however, 
when it comes to the reason why these 
men and women are here. " I feel 
strongly about the valid ity of the 
military chaplaincy, " affirms Chaplain 
Dennis Aleson of Whiteman Air Force 
Base in Missouri . " There's a key 
theological validation for what we do, 
John 1 : 14, 'And the Word was made 
flesh , and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten Son of the Father, full of 
grace and truth .' That, of course, refers 
to Christ, but I see myself as, in effect, 
wearing the 'flesh ' of the community I 
seek to minister to . And perhaps 
because I 'wear their flesh ' in that way, 
the uniform, perhaps I' m able better to 
understand their needs and some of 
the spec ial pressures that they undergo 
in this basically uprooted life. " 

Certainly it takes a strong commit
ment to trade in the parish for a 
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platoon . " We do more criS1S-type 
ministry in a week than most ci vilian 
ministers would have in six months, a 
year if they' re in suburbia." Chaplain 
Karin Chrisley, a single parent serv ing 
at Travis Air Force Base in Californi a, 
the fourth of only twelve female 
chaplains commissioned to the U.S. 
Air Force, sees a number of un ique 
challenges in her ministry: " I would 
say that 95 percent of the people I talk 
with know nothing about the church. 
The ministry we have in the military 
chaplaincy is definitel y mi ss ion
oriented. Some people have never 
heard and some have heard incorrect
ly and some have never seen or 
experienced the loving hand of Christ. 
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We can change that. We can help 
relate the Christian message to what is 
happening in their own lives, which a 
missionary needs to do." 

Chaplains have been serving in this 
vital field of missions si nee 1 77 5, 
when the Continental Congress man
dated that " The commanders of the 
ships of the 13 United Colonies are to 
take care that divine services be 
performed twice a day on board , and a 
sermon preached on Sundays, unless 
bad weather or other extraordinary 
accidents prevent. " These first naval 
chaplains were not necessarily or
dained clergymen . Their primary task 
was, in fact, to train midshipmen, 
junior officers, the illiterate and chil-

dren . In the army, chaplains did 
double duty as schoolteachers and 
had taught general education studies 
to the soldiers. By 1840, however, the 
role of military chaplain was well-de
fined and a number of their rank had 
distinguished themselves , among 
them Charles Samuel Stewart, Walter 
Colton and George Jones, said to be 
three of the greatest Navy chaplains in 
the entire history of the Corps. 

World War I changed the cha
plaincy even more drastically. Pulpits 
on base were left behind as chaplains 
took to the trenches with their men . 
The War Department created " Chap
lains' Outfits" for those serving in the 
field , consisting primarily of a field 

Left: A military chaplain delivers 
sermon aboard a navy ship; Below: 
Chaplains Fred Murray, left, and 
Carroll Starling, right, flank Capt. 
William Warwick at a memorial 
service on the USS Independence. 

desk, a Christian or Jewish chaplains' 
flag, a portable folding organ, and 150 
song and service books. Portable altars 
and communion sets were also made 
available to chaplains whose denomi
nation did not provide them . Every 
Navy lifeboat was equipped with a 
waterproof container which held one 
testament each for Protestants, Catho-
1 ics, Jews and every air corps liferaft 
contained booklets of scripture pas
sages from Matthew and the Psalms. 

By World War 11 , Chiefs of Chap
lains in all branches of the armed 
forces were finally established, mak
ing coordination of chaplain assign
ments and activities more simple. The 
United Methodist Church al so created 
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its Division of Chaplains and Related 
Ministries (DCRM) at this time to speed 
along the recruiting and endorsement 
of the many chaplains needed during 
those war-weary years . 

It was during this time that many of 
America 's chaplains met the ultimate 
challenge. On February 3, 1943, the 
troopship S.S. Dorchester was torpe
doed by a Nazi U-boat off the coast of 
Green land . Woefu lly lacking in life
saving equipment, its 904 crew mem
bers and passengers struggled to save 
themselves. Panic was rampant and 
the four chap lains aboard-John B. 
Washington, Catho lic, Alexander P. 
Goode, Jewish , Clark V. Poling, 
Dutch Reformed, and George L. Fox, 
Methodist-moved through the hys
terica l mob, soothing fears and en
couraging the men to jump to safety. 
They forced their own lifebelts onto 
four others, then, as the great ship sank 
into the icy waters, locked arms and 
stood praying together on the deck. 
One month later, on the way to 
Ice land to visit troops, Bishop Adna 
Wright Leonard, first chairman of the 
Method ist Commission on Camp Ac
tivities, was ki lled in a plane crash 
along with his two military aides, 
Genera l Frank M. Andrews, and ten 
others. In all, 28 Methodist chaplains 
and one Methodist bishop died during 
World War II. More than 40 Purple 
Hearts were awarded to Methodist 
chaplains alone, attesting to a mission 
requiring valor, courage and convic
tion. 

The presence of these men was not 
unfelt during the war. In 1943, an 
unprecedented 97 .5 percent of army 
forces participated in religious ser
vices. Given that the closer to battle a 
soldier is, the more apt he is to attend 
chapel services one can still assume 
that the 2,800 chaplains on duty 
during the war years soothed untold 
thousands of terrified souls . 

They soothed souls in Korea, too, 
and again in Southeast Asia, though 
the latter presented conflicts at home 
and in the heart as well as on the 
battlefield . Amid raging controversy 
within their respect ive denominations 
over loyalty to God versus the U.S. 
military, some 3,500 chaplains strug
gled to do the job they had gone there 
to do : to meet the needs of confused 
and frightened young men in jungles 

thousands of miles away from home. 
" War is hell , war is awful ," says 

Vietnam veteran chaplain William 
Libby, " regardless of which war it is or 
where it takes place." Now president 
of the Army Chaplain Board, Mr. 
Libby went to Vietnam in 1968: " I 
could have said to myself, I'm so 
personally against th is war that I've got 
to tell the soldiers and help them to 
understand that they can be too. But in 
the midst of that kind of conflict. .. that 
would not have been helpful to the 
individual soldiers. Would it have 
been right for me to say to them, ' Lay 
down your weapons and let's all walk 
out of the jungle together, ' knowing 
that before we walked out of the jungle 
somebody would have shot us all?" 

Chaplain William Hughes didn't 
preach anti-war messages either-at 
least not until he came back home. 
Witness to repeated CIA operations 
and clandestine bombing missions in 
North Thailand and veteran of numer
ous other tours, Chaplain Hughes 
became a vigorous supporter of the 
peace movement in 1967. Highly 
visible because of his decision to 
remain in the Army and espouse his 
sentiments while in uniform, Hughes 
became a hero to the American 
underground and a thorn in the side of 
the U.S. Army. Even a decade and a 
half later, his statements are bold: "I 
never talked to a ... responsible lead
er ... a military officer ... in the Army in 
Vietnam who was not opposed to our 
involvement. That I think was, to a 
degree, true of the chaplains." 

Not all chaplains were against the 
war, however. Many believed in the 
American cause, at least unti I the 
mid-1960s. And even those who 
regretted being a part of it found good 
in the midst of evil. Soldiers and 
Marines spent hundreds of hours 
playing with local orphans, building 
and repairing their playgrounds and 
dormitories, and sharing their food 
and their love. 

Vietnam had two primary effects on 
the chaplaincy. It forced the creation 
of a program response called " Human 
Self-Development," in which the 
myriad social issues of those years 
were discussed among small groups 
within the troop units, and it added 
new vengeance to the arguments of 
those who believed religion and mili-
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Above: Lt. Cdr. E. Douglas Stanfield, 
1983 Armed Forces Chaplain of the 
Year; Opposite page, right: Chaplain 
Emilio Chaviano, right, receives medal 
and citation for meritorious service 
from a U.S. Air Force officer. 

tary affairs were mutually exclusive. 
Those same arguments continue 
today, and though few chaplains see 
any conflict whatsoever , their 
churches do not necessarily agree . 
Studies by various denominations 
present different conclusions as to 
how the ethics of brotherly love and 
warmongering can mix. Most reluc
tantly concede that the present system 
is best, emphasizing, however, that 
chaplains are clergymen first, military 
officers second. 

Within The United Methodist 
Church, the DCRM has recommended 
after a four-year investigation that the 
church cooperate with the current 
system, recognizing its problems and 
continuing to evaluate the solutions 
instead of forcing major changes such 
as the civilian chaplaincy suggested by 
some other denominations. 

Chaplains are expected to be good 
soldiers, but they are not expected to 
fight. As Chaplain Aleson explains, 
" We are noncombatants . We are not 
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trained in any weapons, and we do not 
carry weapons." One naval chaplain 
corps' motto is, in fact, " Serving with a 
Bible instead of a Sword ." Chaplain 
Douglas Stanfield, 1983 Chaplain of 
the Year, explains : " The rationale is 
that to take young people away from 
their religious support system deprives 
them of that ministry. Having chap
lains within the armed forces provides 
them with religious ministry, should 
they so desire it." 

A Federal District Court judge 
agreed with that rationale in March 
1984, when he dismissed a pending 
1979 lawsuit which argued that the 
system of salaried military chaplains 
violates constitutional principles . 
Judge Joseph McLaughlin's 38-page 
decision stated, " It is not without 
significance that the First Congress, 
which drafted the Bill of Rights, also 
established the chaplain program . It 
indicates ... that our founding fathers 
saw no inconsistency between the 
two." Earlier court decisions, howev
er, did put an end to mandatory chapel 
attendance by mi I itary academy stu
dents. 

Chaplains are assigned according to 
the denominational mix indicated by 
enlistment statistics-one chaplain for 
every 100,000 of a faith. Each chap
lain must be an ordained minister 
within his or her own denomination 
and must report regularly to the 
governing body of that denomination 
(in the case of Methodist chaplains, to 
their respective conferences). Upon 
endorsement by that denomination, 
the chaplain is required to serve a 
minimum of three years of active duty 
and six years of inactive duty. Many, 
however, choose to make this chal
lenging job a career. 

The needs of people within the 
military community aren't so very 
different from the needs of civilians . 
Chaplain Chrisley, for example, has 
found tremendous response to pro
grams she instituted on single parent
ing and domestic violence. When he 
was on sea duty several years ago, 
Chaplain Stanfield' s shipboard discus
sion groups on such topics as pre
marital education and morality were 
always well-attended. And Chaplain 
Starling lists marriage difficulties as 
one of his major counseling areas . 
One Air Force survey concluded that 

chaplains are the only persons within 
the military framework with the thrust, 
confidentiality and knowledge to help 
service families . Especially in overseas 
areas, a chaplain is often the only 
source of care and concern an enlisted 
man's family may know. 

In serving in the armed forces, many 
men and women face more stress than 
they have ever known before. Rigid 
authority, separation hardships, even 
the possibility of death are all present 
on a continuing basis . To minister to 
these kinds of fears, Army Chaplain 
Herb Marbury says, " You have to be 
with the people where they work . You 
can't come into the military and run a 
parish church ." 

Thus if a naval destroyer squadron 
goes on maneuvers, so does the naval 
chaplain. If an army battalion is 
jumping out of airplanes, so is the 
army chaplain. If an air force squadron 
is deployed to Saudi Arabia, so is the 
air force chaplain (though U.S. Air 
Force chaplains, for the most part, are 
simply assigned to base chapels) . It is 
this willingness to share the people's 
hardships that makes the chaplain so 
accepted as a companion . Exchanges 
such as, " You' ll feel better when the 
chaplain gets here." " Why?" " I don 't 
know, you just will ," are common
place among the barracks and decks. 
"See the chaplain" is advice for 
everything from delayed paychecks to 
broken hearts . 

More seriously, the chaplains must 
be prepared to answer today's pressing 
questions regarding nuclear warfare 
and U .S. involvement in Central 
America. While these issues are more 
likely to be discussed by the chaplain 
with fellow officers rather than an 
enlisted man or woman, he or she 
must be ready, nevertheless, to offer 
counsel, comfort and, if necessary, 
noncombatant or conscientious ob
jector status. 

As a member of the Air Force, 
Chaplain Karin Chrisley says she has 
been rewarded with the opportunity of 
working with " some of the finest 
ministers in The United Methodist 
Church .. . who have ministered so well 
through the ages." Proud to be a part 
of that, she explains, "This is definitely 
where I belong. " • 
Jane Jaudon Ferrer is a free lance wr iter 
who lives in Boca Raton, Florida. 

Chaplains must be 
prepared to answer 

today's pressing 
questions regarding 

nuclear warfare 
and U.S. involvement 

in Central America. 

'' 
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South Africa: 
Sharpeville to Uitenhage 
The anatomy of violence 

T he news from South Africa is not 
good : Apartheid, the system es

tablished by whites to keep nonwhites 
in their place, is still intact, and blacks, 
who comprise the vast majority of that 
racially beleaguered nation, are dying 
in ever larger numbers for protesting 
laws that legalize their imposed in
equality . 

Predictions have it that the situation 
there will worsen considerably before 
it gets better . Unfortunately, it already 
has : blacks are dying with some 
consistency now, a few every week or 
so, if not every day. But while most are 
dying at the hands of white police and 
army units, other blacks, accused of 
collaborating with white South African 
authorities, are dying at the hands of 
their own . 

Alan Paton, author of Cry the 
Beloved Country and other books, 
probably descri bes his country best. 
" At the moment," he says, " our 
country is in a hell of a mess." Paton is 
among those who realize that apart
heid is a cross too burdensome to carry 
any longer. It has become his nation 's 
albatross. 

centers . Pol ice shot into a group of 
about 4,000 blacks who were march
ing on a highway from Langa to 
Kwa obuhle, Uitenhage's other black 
township, to attend a memorial ser
vice for three blacks who had been 
killed in previous rioting. Th is time, 19 
blacks were killed and at least 36 
wounded. 

This incident took place on March 
21, a Thursday. Blacks now call it 
" Bloody Thursday." It was, also, the 
day of the 25th anniversary of the 
Sharpevi I le massacre (March 21 , 
1960), when pol ice squads armed 
with rifles and automatic weapons 

George Daniels 

gress, South Africa's oldest non-white 
political movement, and the Pan-Afri
can Congress, the ANC splinter group 
which organ ized the demonstrations. 
Sharpevi I le also began the escalation 
of the fight against apartheid. 

There have been other demonstra
tions since Sharpeville. Most notable 
among them until Uitenhage were the 
Soweto township riots when, on June 
16, 1976, students began demonstra
tions against government orders man
dating the teaching of Afr ikaans to 
black students in townsh ip schools. 
Eventua lly the demonstrations turned 
into anti-government protests and 

South Africa, the continent's last 
bastion of institu tiona lized inhuman
ity smoulders and black anger seethes 
and grows increasingly bitter. And 
when rac ism and poverty and the 
outright cruelty of whites become 
more than flesh and blood can bear, 
passions become inflamed and things 
happen-as they did when white 
colonialists in other African countries 
in other times were forced to call it a 
day. 

The reference book, which parked the Sharpe ille riot in 
1960, must be carried by every black over 16 ear old. 

• • • 

Funerals are ceremonies held to 
pay homage to the dead. But 

now even these solemn liturgical 
services have frequently b come time 
for confrontation between blacks and 
white power. One such confrontation 
took place r cently in Langa, a black 
township near Uitenhage, a small 
white town about 25 mile from the 
southeast coa tal city of Port Eliza
beth, one of South Africa 's automotive 

opened fire on a peaceful crowd of 
about 20 , 000 black who had 
marched to the Sharpeville police 
station to protest a law requiring 
nonwhites to carr what the call the 
dom pas ( tupid pas book), official! 
known a a " reference book." Sixt -
nine blacks were killed-52 of them 
hot in the back. 

Sharpeville marked the turning 
point in black-white relation and ha 
come to tand for racial oppre ion 
and black martyrdom. It led to th 
banning of the African ational Con-
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started a period of unre t that pread 
from Soweto and claimed more than 
700 lives before calm a re tared 
si teen month later. 

• • • 

fe~ 
•A 
c 
1 
s 
b 
G 

Sl 
ti 

0 

B 

JI 

Ch 



Some 70,000 persons 

'' made it the biggest funeral '' 
in South Africa's history. 

few years and months . Among them : 
• A bomb blast killing 18 people on a 

crowded sidewalk in Pretoria in 
1983. Three days later a dozen 
South African jet fighters retaliate by 
bombing Maputo, Mozambique's 
capital , ki ll ing more than 60 per
sons, including, South African au
thorities claim, 41 members of the 
ANC, which admitted responsibility 
for the bombing. Though there were 
no fatalities, a second bombing 
occurred several days later in 
Bloemfontein, 250 miles south of 
Johannesburg. 

• The hanging in 1983 of three ANC 
members who were convicted of 
treason and murder for taking part in 
attacks on pol ice stations that ki I led 
four black policemen in 1979 and 
1981 . 

• Several weeks prior to Uitenhage, 
the government sought to evict some 
80,000 to 100,000 blacks from 
Crossroads, a sordid slum oftin sheet 
and packingcrate houses near Cape 
Town . When residents, many of 
who were employed in Cape Town, 
resisted , the South African riot po-

Church leaders took turns leading the ceremony. 

lice responded in force . Riot ing 
ensued, and when it had ended two 
days later, eighteen blacks (no 
whites) had died . 

• Last month, on June 14, South 
African commandos staged a 40-
mi nute raid on suspected ANC 
targets in Gaborone, capital of 
neighboring Botswana, killing six
teen people, inc lud ing a six-year
old girl. 

• In the past nine months more than 
400 blacks have died from rac ial 
unrest. 

• • • 



A few weeks ago several repre
sentatives of the three million 

member interracial Methodist Church 
of Southern Africa were in the U.S. 
(See Viewpoint, page 27 .) They were, 
among other things, trying to bring the 
message of their country's plight to 
United Methodists in New York, New 
Jersey, Indiana, Michigan and Califor
nia. They both admit that South Afr ica 
is on the brink of a civil war that could 
result in a blood bath unless laws 
favoring the minority white population 
change. 

Some laws are changing. South 
Africa has decided to abolish a 17-
year-old law prohibiting multiracial 
political parties. It has also agree to 
repeal banning mixed marriages and 
sex. These are not the kind of changes 
blacks are demanding. Though they 
may be substantive changes for whites 
and fit neatly into what the govern
ment terms " an evolutinary process of 
adaptation and innovation," blacks 
see the changes as cosmetic, mere 
window-dressing. 

What they don't see in whites is a 
common sense realization that apart
heid is a sickness that is consuming the 
whole nation. 

The kind of change that might 
convince blacks that the government 
is embarked on a process of Ii beral iza
tion would be the abolishing of the 
reference book which nonwhites must 
carry all the time . Without it, he or she 
does not legally exist. The book must 
be stamped by the appropriate (white) 
officials giving approval for the person 
to travel, take up residence in any 
area, or to seek and obtain employ
ment. For nonwhites, the reference 
book is the heart of the control system. 
It was the reference book that sparked 
the Sharpevi I le demonstrations . 

Some coffins are draped in the black, 
green and gold colors of the African 
National Congress. Yellow wooden 
coffins are for the children. 
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The thirty-one victims of the Langa
Uitenhage unrest were buried on a 
weekend in Apri I in what observers 
say was the nation's biggest burial in 
South Africas turbulent history. The 
services, held on the grassy saucer
shaped rugby field in KwaNobuhle 
Stadium near Uitenhage, was attend
ed an estimated 70,000 mourners who 
watched as the coffins-some draped 
in the black, green and gold of the 
ANC-were carried into the stadium 
in a procession led by Dr. Allan 
Boesak, president of the World Alli
ance of Reformed Churches. Church 
leaders from all over the country, 
including Desmond M. Tutu, the 
Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg and 
last year's Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
took turns leading the ceremony that 
mixed mourning with freedom songs 
and black power slogans. 

Six hours later, as the coffins were 
being carried out of the stadium and 
borne to KwaNobuhle cemetery, the 
tragedy struck home. 

A mourner helps to cover the graves. 

LANG A 
John Qwelane 

Langa, where the shootings that shook the world took 
place, is the kind of place for which the word slum must 
have been coined. 

It I iteral ly reeks with the stench of dirty water, a lot of it 
stagnant. Houses have no running water, and there are 
no drains. Residents draw their fresh water supply from 
communal taps in the streets and in the backyards of 
houses . 

Each yard has a narrow furrow into which dirty 
water-from that used to wash people to dishes and 
linen-is thrown. The furrows have to be unclogged at 
least once a week and the muddy slime carted in barrows 
to dumps not far off. 

The bucket system is the only toilet system. 
N ightsoi l removal is sometimes done in daylight as 

happened at least three times in the past fortnight when 

26 [330] New World Outlook • July-August 1985 

plastic buckets pi led with waste Ii ned the streets and were 
collected well after breakfast. 

There is no street lighting worth mentioning in Langa, 
and the streets themselves are gravel paths . Maduna 
Road, where the shootings took place, is the only tarred 
road in the township . 

Almost every house in Langa has a number of backyard 
shacks, and a great part of the township is nothing but 
corrugated iron and wood dwellings. One foreign 
newsman asked as he stood at the entrance of the 
township : " Oh, hell! What sort of people live here?" 

This art icle by Jon Qwelane, a reporter/wr iter in Johannesburg, 
South Africa , is excerpted from an article of his that appeared in 
the Johannesburg SunStar Reporter. 
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James Mase Ault 
Ten years ago on the night 
of 24 June, 1975 I was 
crowded in a VW Beetle in 
a traffic jam during a down
pour of rain on the outskirts 
of Maputo, the capital city 
of Mozambique. 

A great crowd was gath
ered in the municipal soc
cer stadium and still the 

people were coming from every direc
tion on foot and by any means of 
transportation available to them. No 
rain cou Id dampen the spirit of joy and 
expectation which was evident on 
their faces and in the rhythm of their 
walking. Why? It was Independence 
Day for the country of Mozambique. 

For five hundred years this country 
in southern Africa had lived under the 
colonial domination of Portugal which 
was oppressive and hardly an enlight
ened administration . Precisely at mid
night the Portuguese flag was lowered 
representing a dramatic break with the 
past and the new flag of Mozambique 
was raised signaling a new beginning. 
The shouts of the people reverberated 
like rolling thunder as they chorused: 
" Long live Mozambique! " 

Johannesburg. Enroute to Mozam
bique there was a three-day stopover 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. One 
our way to the hotel following Sunday 
morning worship we met an air 
passenger acquaintance, who had 
been on the flight from London , 
walking with a white South African 
industrialist with whom he had a 
business relationship . When he learn
ed that we were on our way to 
Mozambique to celebrate Indepen
dence Day he bristled . And, then he 
spoke sharply to us, " I hope you have 
not come to South Africa to reform us. 
You still have much to do at home 
concerning race relations ." That too 
was a moment to remember! 

Now, ten years later the struggle for 
freedom of the black people of South 
Africa is intensified by the policies and 
actions of the white government to 
make fast the system of apartheid. 

Within South Africa pastoral and 
prophetic voices are being heard by 
courageous individuals and responsi
ble institutions. The most prominent 
among the individuals is Desmond 
Tutu , a Bishop of the Anglican Church 
and 1984 Nobel Peace laureate. In an 
address last September to Partners in 
Ecumenism in Washington , D . C. , he 
shared this piece of history. 

" Long ago they used to say, 'Well , 
you know the missionaries came to 
Africa and they had the Bible and we 
had the land!' And then they said, 'Let 
us pray.' And when we opened our 
eyes, we had the Bible and they had 
the land. " 

" Sometimes, " Bishop Tutu contin
ues, "People think that was not a very 
fair exchange. I don't know. I don 't 
know whether that is true because 
ultimately we have been given some
thing which land would not have 
given us: the knowledge that we are 
those whom God has made in his 
image. " 

Freedom Road. That knowledge, 
"image dei" traced in the Bible from 
beginning to end, is at the center of the 
movement to free South Africa. The 
black people lost the land in the 
transaction but they have found the 
" pearl of great price" -created by 
God to enjoy equality with other 
members of the human family . 

Not only individuals but institutions 
have given a corporate voice within 
the South Afri can society, one being 
the Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa . In 1981 eight hundred persons, 
the largest and most representative 
assembly in the 165 years of the 
church's history, gathered to discover 
together what the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ shou Id mean for them as Meth
odists in South Africa in the eighties. 

They shared their vision and hope in 
a Message of Obedience which was 
later confirmed by a standing vote of 
the Methodist Conference in the same 
year. The message conveyed the 
conviction that God has a vital and an 
immediate task for the Methodist 
Church in Southern Africa which 
manifests itself in three ways : Cod 
expects us to be a whole people; Cod 
commands His church to be a pattern 
of His way of love; and Cod seeks a 
free South Africa. The Message of 
Obedience, '81 closes with a ringing 
covenant of hope. " Therefore, we 

promise before Almighty God and 
each other that we will henceforth live 
and work to bring into reality the 
concept of an undivided church and a 
free and just Southern Africa ." 

This message of obedience has led 
the Conference to take a giant step 
forward by deciding to build a Human 
Resources Center having as its primary 
purpose the drawing of all people of all 
races to meet, to learn and to be 
trained in an atmosphere of openness 
and encouragement for ministry in a 
divided society and to return to their 
own communities to train people for 
this kind of reconciling mission . 

Pursuit. The courageous witness of 
individuals like Bishop Tutu and insti
tutions like the Methodist Church of 
Southern Africa has been undergirded 
by individuals and institutions in other 
lands who stand with them . 

For instance, the General Confer
ence of The United Methodist Church 
began adopting resolutions related to 
South Africa in 1976 and in the 1984 
resolution apartheid was identified as 
" racism in its cruelest form" with a 
variety of recommendations for action 
to bring to an end this inhumane and 
unjust system. 

For instance, at its spring meeting in 
1985 the directors of the General 
Board of Global Ministries adopted a 
resolution on South Africa which was 
sent to all pastors of the church . 

For instance, demonstrations 
against apartheid at the Embassy of 
South Africa in Washington , D . C. , 
and at its Consulate offices in principal 
cities across the United States leading 
to arrest of many people have quick
ened the conscience of the nation . 

For instance, the Congress of the 
United States has under consideration 
legislation which would limit trade 
and investment with South Africa . 

When Bishop Tutu was a small boy 
of about eight years he picked up a 
battered copy of Ebon y magazine. 
Until that moment he did not believe 
there could be literature of that kind 
because up to that time he began to 
believe what the white people said 
about black people. According to his 
own words, " I grew inches! " 

It is the growth of inches we seek in 
individuals and in institutions of The 
United Methodist Church beginn ing 
with the local church. What a sign of 
hope it would be if local congregat ions 
of our tradition placed a sign on the 
church lawn saying " Free South Afri
ca! " for all who passed by to see. 

Grace and Peace 
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Episcopal Profile/ Ralph E. Dodge 

Bishop Ole E. Borgen 
The Council of Bishops new president 

United Methodists are bound in faith and tradition with Methodist 
Christians around the world. A half-million of these-in Europe, the 
Philippines and parts of Africa-are members of central conferences that 
are structurally a part of United Methodism as are the 74 annual 
conferences of the U.S. and Puerto Rico. These central (overseas) 
conferences and areas are led by 14 United Methodist bishops, all 
indigenous persons elected by their own constituencies. They are 
members of the Council of Bishops, and four are directors of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. This is the third of a series of periodic articles 
profiling these overseas episcopal leaders. 

Bishop Ole E. Borgen is the fi rst 
non- American to preside over 

the Council of Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church . He assumed the 
presidency of the Counci I at the spring 
meeting immed iate ly fol lowi ng Easter. 
Elected pres ident-designate at the 
meeti ng prior to the 1984 General 
Conference, he wil l serve one year in 
the most prest igious office open to 
United Methodist clergy. 

How does it happen that a non
American should occupy such an 
important posi tion in a church that is 
overw helmingly American in its mem
bershi p? That is an interesti ng story 
and much cred it for maki ng United 
Methodism a trul y world ch urch goes 
to this leader of the Northern Europe 
Area who has been elected president 
of the 122- member Council , of w hom 
only 20 are non-Americans. We need 
to know more about this comparative
ly young, physically strong, socia ll y 
sensitive , Christ- ce nte red, co ura 
geously aggressive European bishop. 

Ole Edward Borgen was born in 
Lillestrom, Norway, on November 8, 
1925. He is a fourth generation 

Methodist. H is grandfather was a 
Method ist local preacher and farmer, 
but his father was a farmer and 
businessman engaged in meat pro
cessing. Ole grew up helping his father 
on the farm and regularly attending the 
local Methodist church . At the age of 
14, he had a conversion experience 
that determined his future . 

Encouraged by his parents, Ole 
completed what would be equal to 
American high school training and 
then attended the Rade Agricultural 
College, from which he received a 
diploma in 1946. Three years later, he 
married Martha 0 . Rygge, then a 
seamstress by profession . During the 
next several years, he became an 
apprentice, journeyman, and then a 
master in meat processi ng and worked 
in his father' s store. At the same time 
his younger brother, Peder, now a 
professor in the State University of 
Trondheim, Norw ay, was attending 
Drew University in Madison, New 
Jersey, from w hich he received his 
Ph .D. degree in Biblical Studies. 

It was in the summer of 1956 that 
Ole w as chosen to lead an exchange 
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youth caravan from Norway to West
ern North Carolina . While in the 
States, he received a scholarship offer 
to attend Brevard Junior College in 
Brevard, North Carolina . He accepted 
the offer, leaving Martha in Europe 
until arrangements could be worked 
out for her to join him . Always 
conscientious in all that he undertook, 
Ole dedicated himself to his academic 
program. Transferring to Greensboro 
College in Greensboro, North Caro
lina, he completed his undergraduate 
work and was graduated summa cum 
laude in 1959. 

He then applied for admission into 
Duke Un iversity School of Divinity. 
Soon he secured a part-time position 
as Youth Pastor and Minister of Music 
at the Edgemont Baptist Church in 
Durham . In order to keep Martha with 
him in Durham, he was fortunate to 
meet a gracious lady who offered the 
Borgens lodging for caring for her 
house . This triple assignment was no 
insurmountable hurdle for the deter
mined young man who successfull y 
completed his theological studies and 
was graduated with a B.D. degree in 
1962. Still eager for more education , 
he chose Drew University in Madison, 
New Jersey, for his advanced doctoral 
studies. By this time he had been 
ordained a deacon in the Western 
North Carolina Annual Conference 
and was appointed to serve as pastor of 
the West Side Avenue United Method
ist Church in downtown Jersey City, 
New Jersey. While continu ing his 
studies at Drew Un iversity, from 
which he was graduated with a Ph .D. 
degree in 1968, he accepted a cal l as 
interim pastor in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Stirling, New Jersey. 

Bishop Odd Hagen of the Northern 
Europe Area needed an administrative 
assistant and requested his fellow 
Norwegian to return to Europe fo r that 
assignment. Transferring his confer
ence membership from Western North 
Carol ina to Norway, the Borgens 
moved to Stockholm, Sweden w here 
Bishop Hagen had his area headquar
ters. While serving as ass istant to the 
bishop, Dr. Borgen also pastored the 
Bollmora Ecumenical Church near 
Stockholm . 

When the Executive Committee of 
the World Methodist Counci l met in 
Hels inki , Finland, in January 1970, it 
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was decided that world Methodism 
should have a full-time executive 
secretary to head the office in Geneva, 
Switzerland, to be near the World 
Council of Churches. The choice was 
Dr. Ole Borgen . The Borgen famil y 
moved to Geneva, but their stay was 
brief because the death of Bishop Odd 
Hagen necessitated a replacement in 
the Northern Europe Area office. 

Again , the choice seemed to be the 
comparatively young minister who 
had so recently left the Area office as 
an assistant. At first, Dr. Borgen 
refused to allow his name to be 
considered for the office. He had just 
moved to Switzerland with his family 
and he was comfortable with his 
position as representative of all 
branches of Methodism at the World 
Council of Churches headquarters. 
However, under pressure from pasto
ral colleagues and laypersons, he 
consented to allow his name to be 
presented. Though he did not attend 
the Central Conference, which had 
been called primarily to choose a 
successor to Bishop Odd Hagen, Dr. 
Borgen was elected on the second 
ballot. He was consecrated a bishop of 
The United Methodist Church on 
September 27, 1970. 

As a newly elected United Method
ist bishop, Dr. Borgen quickly began 
to make his presence felt. The Council 
of Bishops was in need of a pianist for 
the worship services at their semi-an
nual meetings. The new bishop vol-

unteered and has served many years in 
that capacity . He also found another 
need in the Counci I: that of bringing 
the overseas bishops into a position of 
comparative equality with their 
American colleagues. And he soon set 
about to right what his non-American 
brethren considered an injustice, a 
denial of the Gospel itself. Elected to 
chair the newly created Commission 
on Central Conference Affairs, he 
spent hours promoting changes in the 
Discipline of the church that would 
recognize the Central Conference as 
an integral part of Un ited Methodism. 
Under his leadership over the past 
decade, that task has been largely 
achieved so that now the 1984 Disci
pline states, " Bishops elected by a 
Central Conference shal I have the 
same status, rights, and duties as a 
bishop elected by or functioning in a 
Jurisdictional Conference ." One of 
these newly acquired " rights and 
duties" is for a representative from the 
Central Conferences to preside over 
the Counci I of Bishops every si xth year 
in an established rotation pattern . 
Bishop Ole Borgen is the first Central 
Conference Bishop to be so honored . 

Being president of the Council of 
Bishops is a demanding position . 
Twice a year the president presides at 
the semi-annual meeting of the Coun
ci I. He meets with the Executive of the 
Council between the regularly estab
lished Spring meeting immediately 
following Easter, and the Fall meeting 

' ' A socially sensitive 
Christ-centered, 

courageously aggressive 
European bishop 

assumes leadership 
of the Council 

of Bishops. 

'' the second full week in November. He 
and the Executi ve may cal l a specia l 
meeting at the ir discretion . There are 
many other demands for the time and 
energy of the president who is con
cerned with the well-being of a world 
church . Bishop Ole Borgen is not one 
to shun any of his responsibi lities. The 
man who came to the Un ited States 
with $150 in his pocket and remained 
for 10 years, now returns often to share 
his experti se. 

In addition to his work as President 
of the Council for a year, Bishop 
Borgen continues to administer the 
denominational work in six annual 
conferences in five northern European 
countries : Denmark, Sweden , Fin
land, Norway and Estonia (U.S.S.R. ). 
Although the geographical si ze of his 
episcopal area is large, there are only 
some 220 churches w ith an average 
membership of approximately 100 
people in each . Out of the 200 
ordained ministers serving under him, 
15 are women, all of whom serve as 
pastors in local churches. 

Although Bishop and Mrs. Borgen 
are of Norwegian nationality, most of 
their adult professional life has been 
spent outside the ir native country. 
Currently they live in Stockholm, 
Sweden . In addition to four languages 
used in his own episcopal area, Bishop 
Borgen is affluent in English, French 
and German . The Borgens have two 
children, a son and a daughter. 

Bishop Borgen is the author of 
several books, two among them are 
printed in Engli sh: John Wesley, The 
Man and His Thought, and John 
Wesley on the Sacraments. He is 
much sought after as an interpreter of 
the world miss ion of the Christian 
church . Hi s travel s throughout his 
own denomination and his experience 
in other churches add to hi s recog
nized strength as a theo logian, a 
practicing disc ipl inarian , and a strict 
but thoughtful parliamentari an. • 

Bishop Ralph E. Dodge, now retired , was a 
missionary in Africa for many years . 
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Confronting Asian Realities 
A mission executive reflects on 
visits to Korea and the Philippines 

I recently had the privi lege of 
visiti ng for about a week in each 

of two countries, the Republi c of the 
Phi lippines and the Republic of South 
Korea . Attend ing a meeting in Man ila 
of the World Student Christian Federa
tion (W SCF), I shared consultations 
with its leaders, members of re lated 
Student Ch ri st ian Movements (SCMs) 
and other interchurch organ izations. 

In Korea , I met and talked w ith a 
number of leaders of various Christian 
organ izations, among them persons 
from the Korean Christian Farmers 
Federation (KCFF) and the Korean 
C h r isti an Action Organ i zat i on 
(KCAO). 

These two As ian countr ies are very 
disti nct in much of their history and 
culture. But they share several cir
cumstances that make them very 
volati le and concerned about cu rrent 
po li tics and the future of humanity. 
We can learn much from the people in 
these soc ieties, especially since the 
U.S. is so deeply impl icated in existing 
cond itions wi th in these nati ons. 

Beauty-of People and Lands 

Asia is fu ndamentally beautiful. Its 
lands and its people are trul y and 
opulently beautiful. And th is affi rma
tion has a deeper reference than a 
smooth brow n or ye llow skin, a warm 
smile and fl ashing eye, a graceful 
movement of hand or body, a rugged 
mountain profi le, bright green terraces 
of young rice, the haunting call and 
co lors of exotic bi rds, the tang of spicy 
vegetab les o r t he r ic h f lavors o f 
tropica l fruits, all of which were v ivid 
in my experience. It recogn izes the 
pride and dign ity of persons who 
graciously received me and responded 
to my questions, the heritage of 
societies which have developed cul
tures and com merce for hundreds or 
thousands of years before colonizers 
and imperialists came to subjugate 
them, and the productivity of land that 
responds so richly to tillers' hands, 

John Jordan 

even if at least half of the produce goes 
to the weal thy landlord or most of the 
profits go to foreign corporations. 

The second basic reality in Asia is 
poverty. It mars the beauty and saps 
the richness of land and people. I saw 
poverty in the pained faces and bodies 
of people, in terribly poor housing on 
the fringes of rural vi llages or narrow 
alleys at the heart of Mani la and Seou I. 
A most shocking example is Manila's 
" Smokey Mountain," a huge garbage 
dump where several hundred families 
live in tar paper shacks, all ages 
working in shifts around the clock to 
eke out a marginal existence (half their 
daily earnings goes to buy water 
delivered in old jeep cans) by sca
venging material for recyling, and 

' ' Domination seems 
pervasive in Korea, 

the Philippines, 
and in much of the 

world today. Its 
forms are complex 
and interlocking. 

'' 
where a woman with a 21-year-old 
son who had just died told us she had 
been born there. 

Some poverty may be less visible 
but just as real , as described in a 
document issued by the Korean Chris
tian Action Organization (KCAO): 
" The workers are compelled to strug
gle under systematically low wages 
and long working hours ... 90 percent 
of all farm families are in debt (up from 
75.7 percent in 1971), and half of all 
fa rmers have sunk to the position of 
tenant. " Or, as a leader of the Korean 
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Christian Farmers Federation (KCFF) 
so graphically stated , " It is commonly 
said that we have nothing left but debts 
and straw after the yearly harvest. " 

Poverty is Systemic 

A statement drafted at the WSCF 
conference called hunger a " function 
of poverty, created by economic and 
political systems that explo it both the 
earth and the people. Such exploita
tion operates from the level of multi
national imperialism to the level of 
community and family life, wherever 
discrimination on the basis of class, 
race, age or sex may deprive persons 
of basic nutrition, let alone equal 
enjoyment of the richness of the 
earth ." 

Poor health, like hunger, is also a 
result of systemic poverty. A KCFF 
document, describing the farmers' 
complex social problems, notes that 
" Rural women must overwork to 
compensate for the shortage in the 
male labor force (intensified by gov
ernment policies of urban/export in
dustrialization and rural neglect), and, 
as a result, most of them suffer from 
various illnesses." The lack of nearby 
medical facilities (also a government 
decision) means that " minor ailments 
turn into major illnesses." 

Poverty, the WSCF statement goes 
on to say, is extended and intensified 
as a result of science and technology, 
which " in the service of narrow selfish 
interests have produced problems of 
employment, pollution , urban ization 
and the welfare of society as a whole." 
But, the statement goes on, " The most 
extreme form of destructive technolo
gy is militarization, not only in the 
daily deaths of conventional war or the 
potential for ultimate nuclear reversal 
of creation , but also in the daily and 
permanent theft of earth's resources." 
The huge U.S. military installations in 
the Philippines (especially Clark and 
Subic bases) , the constant Cold War 
confrontations and military alerts in 
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Woman and child walk 
through the desolate streets 

of a Seoul slum area. 

Korea (where tension ievels at the 
DMZ are reported daily like the 
weather), and overall military provi
sions and preoccupations present in 
Asia in particular are a vivid illustra
tion of the costs-social and spiritual 
as well as material and political-of 
military policies and practices that 
impoverish our world today. 

Surely our social systems must be 
aimed at the prevention of poverty 
instead of its production . Poverty cries 
out for recognition and relief. It points 
directly to domination as the cause, 
and struggle as the cure of the social 
ills we face today. 

Domination-More Than 
National Dictatorships 

Domination seems pervasive in 
Korea, the Philippines and in much of 
the rest of the world today. Its forms 
are complex and interlocking. Some 
analyses given to our WSCF group in 
the Philippines identified at least three 
aspects of the situation there. Within 
Filipino society, a semi-feudal struc
ture continues to exist, which func
tions specifically to give wealthy 
landlords extensive control over ten
ant farmers and large sectors of rural 
life. From outside the society, semi
colonial or nee-imperialist forces (the 
U.S. having superseded Spain and 
Japan) are able to exert domination 
through vested interests and continu
ing legal and other economic conces
sions, especially to the U.S., which 
allows for foreign ownership or con
trol of local resources. In this complex 
situation, any national government is 
caught between contending forces, 
not only seeking to protect commer
cial power and profits but also linked 
to the dynamics of global power and 
ideological conflicts. Thus, whether a 
military government with a civilian 
face , as in Korea , or a civilian 
government ruling with military force, 
as in the Philippines, the reality of 
these dictatorships is a domination 
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'' 
Faith does not 

go into the 
revolution, 
into strife. 

The meaning 
of faith 
is struggle 

itself. 

'' 
President Marcos (left) joins 
visiting President Chun at a 

military parade in Mani a . 

more than national, yet very particular 
and oppressive in each situation. 

The forms and effects of domination 
have already been generally indicat
ed, especially as it applies to urban 
workers and rural peasants living in 
conditions of poverty. Now, we can 
see that feudal landlords, large busi
ness owners, and even national dicta
tors participate in levels of domination 
sometimes beyond even their control , 
in which they are both oppressors and 
oppressed. Within all this, two groups 
can be identified as major examples of 
special kinds of suffering. The KCAO 
reports that " the government has 
recently cracked down on the con
scientious efforts of university students 
and graduates who have tried to help 
the workers. A large number of univer
sity students who were operating night 
schools for poor workers, providing 
them with their only opportunity for an 
education, were illegally detained and 
investigated for long periods and 
ultimately forced to confess falsely to 
being 'socialists.' " 

In the Philippines , a women ' s 
movement leader identified three 
levels of the oppression of most 
women: national, by foreign forces as 
are all Filipinos; class, by the rich/ 
powerful as are all the poor; and as 
women by men. However, she was 
quick to add that they see all of these 
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forms of domination as linked within sta 
the total social pattern of oppression mL 

(patriarchy as related to feudalism, in · 
reinforced by dictatorship and imperi
alism) . They see men therefore as 
victims also rather than merely as 
oppressors of women . Nevertheless, 
even in an oppressed society, the 
burdens are not equally shared. Ph 

There is a logic of domination which va1 
the churches and others must face, in 
analyze and oppose. It goes like this : up 
my interest can be threatened by your po 
pursuit of your interest, so I will need me 
to undermine you and dominate you. sta 
As one of our lecturers in Manila Si~ 
asserted , a profoundly biblical theolo- the 
gy must always put the question " who De 
holds sway?" and give the unequivo- sen 
cal affirmation that God in Christ is larl 
sovereign over all life, " including any of 
leader, whatever he or she may think the 
or demand ." Such a theological his1 



stance focuses on the human, which 
must be the central focus of the gospel 
in today's world . 

Struggle-Being 
and Becoming Human 

"Struggle characterizes the state of 
Philippine society today in which 
various segments have come to unite 
in resisting, confronting and shaking 
up its unjust socio--€conomic and 
political structure to make way for a 
more humane and just order." This 
statement is part of the recent report (in 
Simbayan, April 1984) published by 
the Philippine Ecumenical Center for 
Development (ECD) on its Third As
sembly held earlier in the year. Simi
larly in Korea, it is clear in its statement 
of purpose that the "KCAO supports 
the people to play the leading role in 
history and serves the people in the 

present situation with the right view of 
our society where the urban slum 
dwellers, workers, and peasants have 
become alienated in the course of 
industrialization. " The KCFF is even 
more explicit in its declaration: " We, 
as farmers, must make every effort to 
safeguard our human dignity, follow
ing the words of our Lord. As members 
of the KCFF, we join in calling for the 
following measures (list of specific 
policies and programs), promising that 
we will work for the solidarity of 
farmers, fight for their rights and 
interests, and make efforts to improve 
their conditions. " 

Just during the time I was in Korea, 
the movement of young taxi drivers 
was threatening to expand their strike 
actions (for increased pay and less 
than 18-hour days) from provincial 
cities into Seoul on South Korea's 
Memorial Day (which mainly serves to 

honor the dead of the Korean War and 
keep up hostility against the North). 
Then, in Manila, on Philippine Inde
pendence Day (a time of mockery for 
many and probably mixed emotions 
for all) , I attended a labor union 
sponsored rally, across from the U.S. 
embassy, which vigorously den
ounced "dictatorship, imperialism 
and militarism," with names and 
effigies that left no doubt about who 
was being condemned . In both coun
tries, student and other youth organi
zations are increasingly active, work
ing quietly behind the scenes and 
closely with other sectors. In the 
Philippines, there is evidence of a 
broad-based revolution that has al
ready gained control of at least ten 
percent of the country and could soon 
turn it into another El Salvador , 
according to some reports. 

In this context, the WSCF and its 
SCMs were challenged by Indian 
Bishop Paulose Mar Paulose, in his 
Biblical presentation, to be a truly 
"Christian movement of students and 
others, not merely a movement of 
Christian students." Such a Christian 
movement, he said, must be Christ 
centered i commitment, secular in 
outlook, ecumenical in its nature, and 
prophetic in life style. Emhasizing that 
to follow Jesus faithfully is to choose 
the way of the cross, he asserted that 
the true test of any religion or ideology 
is whether it supports only narrow 
sectarian or communal self-interests 
or it affirms the broad human concerns 
of the whole society. 

The Philippine SCM, which has 
been in the forefront of struggle in its 
own country, expressed this same 
conviction and call to participation in 
a resolution shared at the WSCF 
meeting, which said in part: " The 
struggle against the phenomena of 
dictatorships and U.S. imperialism, 
however, is not waged alone by the 
Filipino people .... International soli
darity comes in the form of organizing 
support groups abroad ; sharing re
sources, materials, programs and ex
periences ; applying international 
pressure on the Philippine govern
ment.. .. This support we get from 
other countries greatly encourages us 
to continue our fight, not just for our 
sake but for other peoples as well. " 
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Father Ed de la Torre, a well-known 
pol it ical prisonerfeared by the Marcos 
government but respected around the 
world , whom several of us were 
privileged to visi t briefly on our last 
day in the Philippines, wrote this note 
on the back of a picture he was 
al lowed to pass out to us: " Please give 
my warmest greetings to our friends in 
the U .S. We look to your work there to 
help us achieve our common struggle 
for justice and freedom . In struggle 
and hope, Ed ." 

Yes, struggle is on the lips and in the 
mi nds, hearts and lives of so many in 
Korea, the Phil ippines and throughout 
the world . Struggle today is the only 
way for some to survive, for many to 
have dign ity, for all to be faithful to the 
gospe l. In the struggle against poverty 
and other bitter fruits of domination , 
there is even a different kind of beauty, 
the glory of the way of the cross. But 

struggle is not an end in itself: As 
Father Ed says, " there is struggle and 
hope." 

The Philippine Ecumenical Center 
for Development, in its assembly 
report, offers an analysis of " faith 
versus the logic of domination, " 
showing how the church can be part of 
the problem or part of the solution : 

"The greater portion of our 
churches today, in act, word and 
deed, provide theological comfort to 
oppressors, provide a way of escape to 
the comfortable, and provide some 
kind of panacea to the poor and 
oppressed. More horrible still is the 
sight of brilliant and seemingly com
mitted people at the helms of our 
churches who will provide theological 
justification for the national security 
state, who would give priority to law 
and order, · and who would try to 
weave a theology of development that 
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would rationalize the system of re
pression and oppression that martial 
law institutionalized . But, happily, 
that is not the authentic meaning of the 
Gospel which we dare to proclaim. 
The essential view of faith , and one of 
the many concerns of our faith is 
struggle, strife and revolution . Faith 
does not go into the struggle. Faith 
does not go into the revolution , into 
strife. The meaning of faith is struggle 
itself." 

How urgent and timely is this 
statement, not just for Christians and 
others in the Philippines, but also for 
all of us in the U.S. and around the 
world , as we try to respond faithfully to 
the realities of beauty and poverty, 
domination and struggle. • 
John Jordan is assistant general secretary 
for Parish Ministries, Nationa l Program 
Divis ion , General Board of G lobal Min is
tr ies . 

mo1 
(by 
kan 
of 

L 
bee 
mo 
cor 
ing 
fi re 
fie I 
fro1 
mir 
kite 
of s 
sch 
Chi 
odi 
ma 

r 
wa· 
cat 
Cai 
rur, 
be! 
ver 
As 
the 
VOi 

sd 
stu 
prE 
OV! 

l 
qu; 
al~ 
ha! 
fut 
rni 
lee 
to 
he 
tui 
Cc 
an 
Be 
toe 
ror 
ca1 
tio 
de! 
Of 



Hope for on lndion Villoge 
How.one community organization 

changed the lives of people in South India 

Nestled close to the top of a 
mountain in the Palni range of 

mountains in South Ind ia lies the small 
(by Indian standards) town of Kodai
kanal. The meaning of the name is Gift 
of the Forest. 

Until this year, industry has not 
been part of the economic picture, and 
most of the income of the hill people 
comes from running tiny shops, carry
ing branches from the forest to sel I as 
fire wood, working as coolies in the 
fields of well-to-do land owners or 
from selling milk or vegetables . A 
minimal number are employed in 
kitchens and on the maintenance staffs 
of schools located there . One of these 
schools is Kodaikanal International 
Christian School where United Meth
odist missionaries have taught for 
many years . 

Kodai School (pronounced Cody) 
was established primarily for the edu
cation of children of American and 
Canadian missionaries who worked in 
rural areas in South India, and from the 
beginning has been a cooperative 
venture of many Protestant churches. 
As missionary numbers diminished in 
the late 1960s, the School Council 
voted to change the character of the 
school to beinga "mission in itself" for 
students from around the world. At 
present there are 450 students from 
over 35 nations. 

The outlook for improvement of the 
qua I ity of life for people in this area has 
always been dim, and the school staff 
has always been concerned with the 
future of the townspeople. In the 
mid-sixties, some of the staff and a few 
leading residents of the town gathered 
to organize more systematic, practical 
help for the whole community . Even
tually, they formed CORSOCK: the 
Coordinating Organization for Relief 
and Social Concerns in Kodaikanal. 
Begun in a small way, CORSOCK 
today is known far beyond the envi
rons of the township and has signifi 
cantly changed the lives and condi
tions of scores of people in this rather 
destitute hi II area in the far southern tip 
of India. A wide variety of un its fall 

Virginio W. Johnson 

under its umbrella: 
1. Van Allen Hospital: This was at 

one time a small mission hospital , and 
now belongs to the community . Be
sides giving the usual health care, 
through CORSOCK the hospital gives 
food for poor patients daily, so neces
sary in a situation where patients have 
to supply their own food and normally 
cannot do so. Patients needing spe
cialized care are sent to other medical 
centers some distance away. One 
such patient was a girl about ten years 
old , who had been horribly burned 
when the family stove exploded . All 
she could do was moan and whimper. 
She was sent by taxi to the city of 
Madurai , 75 miles away, where she 
was successfu I ly treated . Another is 
Manikam, a vegetable seller at our 
gate. He was helped to get an artificial 
leg and financial help after an acci
dent. Today he is self-sufficient and 
prospering. 

2. Varihd : The Van Allen Rural 
Integrated Health Department pro
gram reaches out to thirteen hidden 

~~ 

The people 
of Kodaikanal 
have a place 
to go in times 

of crisis 
and need. 

'' 
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Indian women attend 
a handicraft class 
at Kodai School. 

villages in the mountains, bringing 
them medic i nes , teaching about 
germs and health, and encouraging 
them to find a better way of life. Local 
people are trained carefu I ly in basic 
methods to do this work. Every year 
more villages are added as time and 
finances permit. I happened to be at 
the hospital when a family wa lked in 
from an area where no help had yet 
been given . The father carried in his 
arms the limp form of a daughter about 
nine or ten years of age. She was 
already dead but they did not realize 
it. They kept urging a nurse to give her 
aid . Another day a poor, undernour
ished hil l coolie (the word in com mon 
use for laborer, and not derogatory) 
saved the li fe of his young son, i ll with 
typhoid , because he had heard the 
Varihd workers speak and had carried 
the boy over ten miles to the hospital in 
time for effective treatment. 

3. Mercy Home: This is a sparsely 
furnished but beautiful old building 
purchased by CORSOCK to house 
elder ly and handicapped people . 
Such places are not easy to come by. It 
is clean and well cared for, meals and 
beds are provided, and there are 
fl ower and vegetable gardens to work 
in for an hour or two a day. For those 
who have nowhere to go and who 
prefer not to beg or sleep on the street, 
it is a haven , a place for companion
ship and a place to die with dignity. 

4. Kopedeg: The Kodaikanal Peo
ple's Development Group, provides 
work for poor young women, most of 
them not yet married , who would 
otherwise just sit id ly at home. They 

make stuffed toys, work with raw wool 
to card, spin, knit and crochet sweat
ers and shawls, and keep adding skills 
as teachers are found . One girl at 
Kopedeg is Dunnam: she was born 
with one leg shorter than the other. 
Her extended family lives with an 
open drain running right through the 
old shed they have converted into a 
house. Dunnam walks over three 
miles to work each day, but does it 
with a smile and a sense of accom
plishment. 

5. Goodwill Centre : This is a sort of 
thrift shop which employs a large 
number of women to make different 
kinds of handstitched and knitted 
articles and quilts, and also provides 
new articles of clothing as well as used 
ones for the destitute in the area. One 
worker is deaf and dumb. Many are 
widows or women whose husbands 
have simply gone away and left them 
to support the children . The profits 
from the center finance much of the 
other work carried on by CORSOCK. 

6. The educational arm of COR
SOCK provides free notebooks and 
texts for children in local schools and 
has seven supervised study centers . 
Studying by the light of one bare 
40-watt bulb in a single room where 
other members of the family are trying 
to sleep or work is next to impossible. 
This committee also shows Tamil (the 
vernacular) language films on health 
and community living in several loca
tions in the area each month . 

7. Cottage Crafts is the newest part 
of this ever growing organization . It is 
basically a showroom and shop han-
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dling the products of 57 m1ss1on 
rehabilitation or other development 
groups from all over India. Its profits 
are sent to Van Allen Hospital to help 
expand their efforts. Popular beyond 
all expectations, it is the pride of the 
whole town. And recently, we Meth
odists provided a building which they 
lease in a very advantageous spot. 

In every aspect of its outreach, 
CORSOCK has a Christian emphasis. 
From the daily prayers with various 
staff members and employees, to work 
being done directly in the name of 
Christ, it is a ministry of concern and 
care. For those who first had the vision 
of what could be done, we thank God. 
Today school and community people 
together carry on these tasks, often 
with other full-time jobs to be consid
ered first. There is a never-ending 
stream of concerns arising from each 
area of service. It might be the health 
and welfare of a worker; it could be a 
request to participate in some joyful 
celebration of marriage or birth or 
other festival. On the other hand, it 
might be a life and death matter for 
someone who has just heard about 
CORSOCK, particularly someone far 
out in the mountains where no bus 
ever goes. 

As a result of CORSOCK, the people 
of Kodaikanal will never be quite the 
same: They have a place to go in times 
of crisis and need. For this we are 
grateful above all else. • 

Virgin ia W . Johnson and her husband , 
Gerhard , have been missionar ies in India 
for 30 years. 
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A neighborhood 
house serves 

God by helping 
people most 

in need 

11 
• • • Neighborhood House is The 

United Methodist Church in mis
sion, a I ighthouse to the less fortu
nate, and an opportunity to spread 
love for God's servants .... " 

Helen Bradford 

A solitary brick building stands on 
the corner of 13th and Winstanley. If 
the walls could talk they would tell 
grand tales of days gone by, of hopes 
and promises, of caring and sharing: 
but the wal Is are silent, so we must 
look elsewhere for the story of the 
ministry of Lessie Bates Davis Neigh
borhood House in East St. Louis . 

-An elderly man who is no longer 
able to perform household duties is 
able to remain in his home and not be 
institutionalized because every day a 
housekeeper from Neighborhood 
House comes to cook and clean for 
him . 

-A family of five receives emergen
cy clothing and shelter from Neigh
borhood House after fire totally de
stroys their home late one cold No
vember night. 

FAITH II ACTION 
Lisa Graves 
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-A single mother of three, on a 
fixed income, who can' t afford a 
private babysitter, is able to return to 
school to finish her education because 
she knows her children will be well 
cared for at Neighborhood House Day 
Care Center. 

-A delinquent youth who has been 
in trouble many times with drugs and 
gangs is given a final chance to make a 
change in his life instead of being sent 
away because of the offender program 
at Neighborhood House. 

The people in these instances are 
usually the ones who are forgotten by 
government and society. Yet, these 
people are also God's children and 
must be cared for. These are the cases 
Neighborhood House takes on-the 
poor, the elderly and the forgotten . 

"We help the people who fall 
through the gaps, who don' t get help 
from government," said Executive 
Director William Kreeb. 

"We need to be here because of the 
suffering and hardship," he contin
ued. " The conditions demand the 
presence of the church. " 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House is a Christian, multi-purpose 
community center committed to help
ing people in need, whether they be 
age 2 or 102, in the East St. Louis, 
Illinois, community. The center is 
supported through prayers, gifts and 
contributions from the General Board 
of Global Ministries, the Southern 
Ill inois Conference of The United 
Methodist Church , United Methodist 
Women, United Way of Greater St. 
Louis, several grants, churches and 
individuals. 

" Neighborhood House is a place 
where paraprofessionals and profes
sionals work together to alleviate some 
of the suffering. People come and go 
and do not feel threatened . They feel at 
ease, welcome, " said Loi s Sweat, 
director of Organizing and Outreach . 
" It is a viable force in the community 
in helping disadvantaged people," she 
said . 

In 1960, East St. Louis was voted the 
All-American city. Today the city has 
the lowest per capita income nation
ally, 67 percent of the population is on 
some type of public assistance, most 
people live in substandard housing 

and the crime and unemployment 
rates are extremely high . 

" With these changes came struggle 
and society still has not responded to 
these needs," according to Kreeb. 

" A lot of (residents) are in dire need, 
and we come to the rescue," said 
Mary Rhodes, director of Day Care. 

As other agencies have moved out 
of the community , Neighborhood 
House has remained with its commit
ment to serving the community, The 
United Methodist Church and the 
Southern Illinois Conference. 

The center was established in 1909 
by people concerned about the wel
fare of newly arrived immigrant fami
lies to the area. Early in the twentieth 
century a large population of Bohe
mian-Slavonics were drawn to the 
National Stockyards of East St. Louis. 
They brought from the old world their 
language and their customs, but in 
many cases the old world rel igion was 
left behind, and the lives of the 
immigrants centered around national 
social halls which tended to divide 
rather than unite the neighborhood. 

Concerned for their spiritual wel
fare, ministers from St. Louis in-

fluenced the Rev. W . F. Fransee, a 
Bohemian pastor, to come as a mis
sionary to serve these persons . With 
his family, Mr. Fransee rented a store 
building and moved in, beginning 
regular worship service and Sunday 
school as well as social services and 
activities. But since these ministries 
were in conflict with the saloon 
business of his landlord, Mr. Fransee 
was soon ordered to move. Having 
experienced stoning and eviction from 
two other buildings, he appealed to 
the First Methodist Church for help. 

The Women's Home Missionary 
Society of the church assumed respon
sibility for the project and in 1910 
rented a cottage near the corner of 9th 
and Winstanley for $10 a month . This 
became known as the Slavonic Settle
ment House. Mr. Fransee worked to 
meet the social and physical as well as 
the spiritual needs of the community . 
One of the first projects started was a 
day care center for children of working 
parents . 

Today, the mission of the Neigh
borhood is sti 11 to help those most in 
need. " The focal point used to be day 
care, but now it is more specialized," 

Above: An elderly resident is being helped by one of the housekeepers. 
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said Helen Bradford , director of Ser
vices to Older Adults . Th is goal is 
attained through four major programs: 
day care, services to older adults, 
outreach and organizing, and recrea
tional and youth services. 

The Day Care program is presently 
providing child care for 135 children 
each year. The program enables par
ents either to continue their education 
or to obtain and maintain needed 
employment. The center is open five 
days a week, and the children take part 
in a comprehensive educational and 
developmental Program . 

" We emphasize TLC (tender loving 
care). I have a dedicated staff that 
works above the call of duty. That 
makes a good program," Rhodes said. 

Through Services to Older Adults 
(SOA), Neighborhood House provides 
several different services to the elderl y 
in the community including chores 
and housekeeping. The housekeepers 
go into the homes to lend a helping 
hand when it is most needed. They do 
light cleaning, cooking, washing and 
other chores for the clients . A transpor
tation service is also provided by the 
center to help senior citizens go to the 
doctor or grocery store or to visit 
friends . The agency has two senior 
citizen groups which meet on a regular 
basis to share and fellowship together. 

A typical client for SOA is 75 years 
old , lives alone, and prefers to remain 
that way. " We will do some cooking, 
housework and help with grocery 
shopping," said Mrs. Radford . 

Neighborhood House's Outreach 
and Organizing program provides 
emergency assistance to individuals 
and families who are unable to meet 
basic needs for themselves and their 
families. This assistance includes 
food , clothing, shelter, rental and 
utility assistance. The staff also works 
with neighborhood residents in or
ganizing groups to address some of the 
real problems in the community such 
as poor housing, unemployment and 
rising utility costs . 

A typical client would be a single 
mother of four on some type of publi c 
aid, living in substandard housing with 
a high rent and utility bill , but no 
money to pay, said Lois Sweat, Direc
tor of Outreach and Organizing. 

The center provides a w ide range of 
services and act ivi ties through its 
after-school and summer recreational 
pro.grams. The acti vities are aimed at 
promoting the positive growth and 
development of children, youth and 
young adults between the ages of 6 
and 21 . The acti vi ties include organ
ized sports programs, skating, arts and 
crafts, tutoring, weightlifting and per
forming arts. Neighborhood House 
also prov ides cr isis inte rvention , 
counseling, advocacy and youth em
ployment services for troubled youth 
and serious offenders. 

" We provide services that almost no 
one else in the community provides," 
said Nadine M itchell , director of 

Recreation and Youth Services. 
These programs have expanded and 

grown over the 75 years, but none 
would have been possi ble w ithout the 
love and care of many concerned 
people. For instance, in 1925, the 
Center became a charter member of 
the East St. Louis Community Fund 
Association. Through thi s Mrs. Frank 
L. (Less ie Bates) Davis became in
volved in the work of the agency. Her 
efforts, as secretary of the Bureau of 
City Miss ions Central West, were 
instrumental in rai si ng funds to erect 
the present facil ity. Upon completion 
of the bu i Id i ng in 1 940, the agency 
was rededi cated the Less ie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House in apprec iati on 
of Mrs. Davis' many years of vol unteer 

A dilapidated home 
awaits repairs in 
East St. Louis . 
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service and advocacy. 
Neighborhood House has been a 

mainstay in the East St. Louis commu
nity for 75 years . As it helped the 
Slavonic immigrants i n the early 
1900s, i t continues to serve the 
commun ity today in all types of 
needed services. But as social pro
grams are being cut, the center is 
challenged more than ever before to 
meet these needs. Although many are 
helped by Neighborhood House, 
many more are turned away. Mr. 
Kreeb said the hardest part of his job is 
the level of frustration he feels when he 
sees how people are forced to live 
every day, and knowing that the 
agency alone is inadequate to take 
care of al I of these problems. 

" We need support and leadership 
for the staff and community to inspire 
and motivate people to take the 
needed risks to bring about change in 
this community . We need to challenge 
others to become involved ," he said. 

" If people would become more 
involved it would be easier to attack 
the root cause of the problem. That is 
the only way to get rid of the 
problem, " Mr. Kreeb continued . 

" Not on ly money is needed, but 
also time and energy of community 
people," said Ms. Mitchel I. " We need 
to motivate the community to commit 
themselves to a better way of life." 

Matthew 25 tells the story of he 
Son of Man separating the sheep from 
the goats. He tel Is the sheep, " Come, 
0 blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was 
hungry and you gave me food , I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
sick and you visited me .. .. Truly, I say 
to you, as you did it to one of the least 
of these my brethren, you did it for 
me." 

For the staff, board members, Unit
ed Methodists and all the others 
involved with Neighborhood House, 
this passage is not an option, it is a 
challenge from God to serve by 
helping those most in need. This is 
faith in action . • 

Lisa Graves is on the staff of Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House . 

Above: Church officer listens to a 
needy resident. Below: Elderly 
woman and child enjoy quiet 
moment outdoors. Bottom: 
Neighborhood House, a familiar 
place to East St. Louis residents for 
the past 76 years. 
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Books 
THE REALITY OF RETIREME NT: THE 
INNER EXPERIENCE OF BECOMI NG A 
RETIRED PERSON 
by Jules Z. Willing. 
William Morrow and Company, Inc. , 
1981. 227 pp. , $6.95. 
and 
THE LIVELY MIND: HOW TO ENJOY LIFE 
BY BECOMING MORE MENTALLY ALERT 
by Jules Z. Willing. 
Quill Publ is hers, 1983. 228 pp., $7 .50 . 

Both The Reality of Retirement and The 
Lively Mind were written after Jules Will
ing's retirement as personnel director of a 
large corporation. He became a board 
member of the Duke University Institute 
for Learning in Reti rement and taught the 
course on The Lively Mind duri ng the last 
months of his life. He died on July 2, 1981, 
just a few days after completing The Lively 
Mind. The books are excellent material for 
individual and/or group use, a tremendous 
resource for adults of all ages. 

" Too much about retirement is unspo
ken and each of us who conceals his secret 
feelings and private fears becomes a 
participant in what amou nts to a conspira
cy of silence .. . . What is not said is how it 
feels : the inner experience of it. . .. The 
unanswered question is not so much what 
happens to people when they retire as 
what happens in people when they ret ire" 
(p. 15). Jules Z. Willing writes from inside 
the experience of retirement. 

In a real sense, " ret irement transforms a 
world in which there was not only an 
active present but also a meaningful past 
and a pregnant future , into a world in 
which there is no present and no future" 
(p. 31) . Thus, all too often , retirees hope 
that their questions and fears are hidden by 
their expressions of relief, trips to be made 
and hobbies to enjoy. The drastic change 
from life with the central focus of success
fully making a living to the end of such 
act ivi ty often resu Its in no clear focus at al I. 

The author deals in an intelligent and 
interesting manner with numerous con
cerns of retir ing persons and their fami
lies-feelings of loss of power, loneliness, 
anxiety , displacement, lack of accep
tance, worthlessness. On the other hand , 
he calls for a realization that life is a 
constant process of letting go : " If we have 
anticipated and accepted the inevitability 
of change and have learned the art of 
lett ing go , ... We set ourselves free for 
the next stage of our lifelong journey, to 

explore our inner selves and find our outer 
limits" (p. 227). 

The Lively Mind is not just a sequel to 
The Reality of Retirement, but a co mpan
ion book . Both can be helpful to adults of 
all ages . In her introduction to The Lively 
Mind, Cory (M rs . Jules) Willing includes 
these comments: " Reality came from Jules' 
intellect as a message and challenge to his 
peers. The Lively Mind came from his heart 
as a cal I to each of us to appreciate and 
nou.rish the separate and unique human 
mind we possess" (p. 8). 

" If you find it handy to think of your 
mind as a computer , you should th ink of it 
as the Ultimate Computer .... It is large 
enough to contain the universe. Yet it is 
smal I enough to fit neatly inside your head . 
There is one shortcoming: It doesn't come 
with an operating manual or an instruction 
book. You have to figure out for yourself 
how to use it. This book may help you do 
that! " (p. 16) 

The book is not about improvi ng our 
minds, but it is about improvi ng the way 
we use it. The deve lopment of two 
particular abili ties essential for continued 
aliveness of mind are 1) Reflexive Ability, 
" the ability to monitor what is happening 
in our heads" or " the abil ity to think about 
what it is thinki ng," and 2) Response-Abili
ty, " the abi I ity to respond and act on what 
we are thinking" (p. 48). 

Reflexiveness comes through recogn iz
ing and using our own mental abi li ties. 
Some persons play down their o.wn intell i-

gence, do not trust their own thinking and 
have deep concerns and fears that they are 
losing mental alertness. 

Much has been said and written about 
memory loss . Mr. Willing indicates that it 
is generally thought that some slight 
memory loss usually comes past 50 yea rs 
of age, and almost no one has a perfect 
memory at any t ime. However, most such 
trouble does not come from rea li ty but 
from concern and fear which often domi
nate the thought processes in such areas . 
He writes, " The entire matter of failing 
memory, so commonly taken to be a sign 
of the mind faltering as it grows older, 
seems to have very little to do either with 
growing older or with any defect of the 
mind" (p. 100). There are many persons 
who suffer from real menta l ill ness, but 
research is proving many generally ac
cepted concepts to be unreliable . 

Response-Ability is essential to contin
ued aliveness of mind at any age. Much of 
the richness of this book comes in ideas 
and explanations of helpful and exc it ing 
steps persons and groups may take . The 
author stresses the fact that these possibili
ties are suggestions, not rules , and the 
reader is encou raged to select some and 
fol low them fo r a period of time long 
enough to become meaningfu l. Included 
among the suggestions are journaling (not 
a d iary but a recording of thoughts), 
scrapbooks, notebooks, conscious use of 
the unconsc ious (creativity), reading (by 
subjects, two or more books at a time, as a 

HUNGER 
And The 
Politics Of 
Compassion 
When all is said and done, what can 
we do about world hunger? More 
to the point, what can one person 
do to make a difference? A timely 
counterpoint to the famine currently 
afflicting Africa, Bread for the 
World looks at the root causes of 
hunger, :~e social and political 
impediments to change, and how 
ordinary Americans, working with 
others , can become an effective 
force for change. 

" ... clear and convincing." Gunnar Myrdal , 
Nobel prize-winning economist. 

Bread for the World 
S4.95, paper 0-8091-2670-2 

National Advertising/ Author Tour 

Paulist Press Wm. B. Eerdmans 
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dialogue with the author through marking 
the book, shared readi ng aloud , dialogue 
through co rrespondence) th rough Encoun
ter Groups. 

Each reader of The Lively Mind is urged 
to develop a curriculum for lifelong 
learning, built around his or her own 
interests , and with the right to learn just as 
much about a subject as the person 
des ires . " The only preparation you requ ire 
is the mind you already have and the 
willingness to use it" (p. 105). 

FAYE NABOU RS MATIHEWS 

Faye N . Matthews is a fo rmer director of 
the Women's Division fo r the Genera l 
Board of Global Mi nistr ies and is still 
act ive as a volu nteer in many ways. 

BLOODS 
by Wallace Terry 
Random House, 7 984 . 320 pp. $ 7 7.95 

Bloods is a book about black so ld iers of 
every ra nk and soc io-economic cl ass 
serving in the Vietnam War. In their own 
words, the Vietnam veterans tel I graph ic 
and startl ing details of what they did and 
what was done to them in thi s country's 
most shameful war. 

The rehea rsal and remembering of the ir 
exploits is so honest and revealing that all 
of your senses come alive and you begin to 
live the nightmare so many of the veterans 
are still livi ng and tryi ng to fo rget. Bloods 

takes us from the iso lation of our homes to 
the batt lefie lds w here I ife was cheap, 
survival most important and, if ·it moved, 
you kil led it. 

As you conti nue to read the stories of the 
different veterans, they tel I us something of 
th is country's racism that al lowed so many 
young blacks and poor soldiers to die 
wi thout understand ing who they were 
fighting, or why. Time and aga in, in thei r 
stories they testify to the fact that as long as 
the Vietcong death count was higher than 
ours, as long as we kept the image of 
wi nn ing, as long as the stat ist ics on the 
nightl y news gave the impression that we 
were going to w in, it did not matter that a 
higher than average number of poor young 
bl acks and browns died . Luther C. Benton 
said , " America destroyed so many young 
men by putti ng them in a foreign land 
w ithout any history of w ho the people 
were and why we were there ." Instead , 
they were introduced to prostitution , drugs 
and gambli ng. They were also taugh t to see 
the North Vietnamese as inhuman . Spe
cialist Harold Bryant said , " W hen I came 
to Vietnam, I thought we were helping 
another country to develop a nation . 
About three or four months later, I found 
out that wasn't the case. In high school and 
in the papers, I had been reading about 
Indochi na, but I cou ldn't fi nd Indochina 
on the map." 

The Vietnam W ar was my war. Many of 
my fr iends fought and died there. I should 

have been drafted, but because I was in 
col lege and planned to go to seminary, my 
class ifi cation made me ineli gible to be 
drafted . During th is time, I cannot remem
ber aski ng any of my fr iends w hat they 
really experienced in that war. Instead I 
found myself protesting our involvement 
wi thout understand ing how our men were 
caught between our government putt ing 
them there to fi ght w hi le growing numbers 
of ci t izens openly organized aga inst our 
involvement in that country. W ith hind
si ght, I now real ize how litt le we tr ied to 
find out w hat was going on w ith our men 
and why so many people thought that the 
war and all the problems would be over 
once our troops left to come home. Bloods 
is a powerfu l rem inder that th is was not so. 

As you continue to read the exploits of 
the veterans, some share how in the midst 
of th is undeclared and unpopular war, 
brothers managed to keep their " human
ness" and fi nd that wh ich was human in 
both fr iend and foe al ike. They dared to 
care and made a di ference in very tryi ng 
times. After readi ng what these soldiers 
shared out of the depths of the ir involve
ment in Vietnam, it comes through very 
clearly that the Vietnam war is not over. 
On ly the geography has changed , our 
players rema in the same. If we want to end 
the war it can on ly be ended by under
standing what happened in their Home
coming, of being the fi rst US sold iers to 
leave a struggle without actua lly winning. 

CHURCHES, INVEST IN CHURCHES 

St . Paul's United Methodist Church in Celina, Ohio, 
has a membership of over 1200 and a history dati ng 
back to 1838. The church is one of 498 churches in 
vesting in the United Methodist Development Fund . 
It has added to its investment since 1966 . 

Members of this " caring and sharing " church be
lieve investing in UMDF is good stewardship, The fund 
makes low-cost loans for building and renovating 
churches, thus enabling growing congregations to 
extend their outreach . 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Ms . Nova Langston 
UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT FUND 
475 R iverside Dr ive, room 303-T2 

New York, N .Y. 10115 

NAME --------------------~ 
A DDR ESS __________________ ~ 

CI T Y ------ - STATE ZIP ----

A free videotape on the f und is avai lab le. Pl ease w rite t o schedule. 

DATE : FORMAT : 

[346] New World Outlook• July-August 1985 

Does your church have money to invest? Is it 
working to help another church expand its ministry 
while earning 9.5% interest for your church? Write 

today for further information . 

The offering is made by Prospectu s only , lim ited to states 
wh ere the fund is exempt or registered . Call or w ri te for a 
free prospectus and furth er informat ion . (Phone 212-870-

3856) 
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So the poor, undereducated soldiers 
came home only to be at war with drugs, 
low self-esteem, unemployment, broken 
bodies, broken lives, broken promises 
from those agencies that were supposed to 
help. After reading Bloods you can 't 
remain neutral , you will commit yourself, 
our government agencies, our self-help 
organizations to eradicate those things and 
situations which so vividly stand in the way 
of our black Vietnam veterans' struggle for 
wholeness. 

W1LL1AM THOMAS Ro01 soN 

The Reverend W i lliam Thomas Robin
son is the executive secretary of the Office 
of Church Redevelopmen!, National Pro
gram Division , General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

WOMEN AND RELIGION IN AMERICA: 
THE COLONIAL AND REVOLUTIONARY 
PERIODS 
by Rosemary R. Ruether and Rosemary S. 
Keller. 
Harper & Row, 1983 . 464 pp., $24 .95 . 

This is a book on the history of religion in 
America guaranteed to offer " a new world 
outlook. " So recent is the development of 
the scholarly study of women and religion 
in American history that one might legiti
mately make his claim for almost any book 
on the subject. But the claim is especially 
justified for this volume edited by Rose
mary R. Ruether and Rosemary S. Keller of 
Garrett-Evangelical Seminary and written 
with eight other female scholars. 

The outlook of this volume is distinc
tively new because it explores compre
hensively the most elusive and unfamil iar 
era of North American women's religious 
history, the colonial and revolutionary 
periods of the 17th and 18th centuries . 
Previously, only the religious experience 
of the women of Puritan New England had 
received extensive scholarly attention . 

But this volume leaves no important 
group unsurveyed and undocumented . In 
the six chapters on English North America, 
everybody seems to have a voice. In 
addition to the well-known religious 
women of Puritan New England there are : 
southern white women, Protestant, Catho
lic and Jewish ; black women , free and 
slave; women of sectarian and utopian 
groups such as the Quakers, the Moravians 
and the Shakers ; women of Calvinist and 
Wesleyan revivalism, the foremothers of 
the 19th century evangel ical women 's 
movement; and women of the American 
Revolution with new visions of repub lican 
womanhood and equal ity with men . 

The book also includes three chapters 
on women and religion in Native America , 
in Spanish America and in French Ameri
ca. The cultural pluralism of religious 
experience in colonial and revolutionary 
North America has never been more 
compellingly illustrated . 

This pluralism will open new vistas on 
the history of women and religion for most 
readers . For example, Un ited Methodist 

readers are likely to ga in a new perspective 
on the Counter-Reformation as well as on 
its parallels w ith the Wesleyan movement 
when they read Christine Allen 's chapter 
on " Women in Colon ial French Amer ica ." 

Similarly, United Methodists who are in 
the midst of the Centenn ial Celebration of 
women organized for mission are likely to 
find a new outlook on the history of the 
miss ionary movement when they encoun
ter such women as Marie Guyart, the first 
French Catholic woman missionary to the 
New World , who arrived in Quebec City 
in 1640. 

In every chapter the ed itors and the ir 
collaborators have provided clear, suc
cinct and mature introductory surveys of 
their topics which can be read easily and 
profitably by even the novice in American 
women 's religious history. But what makes 
the book a scholarly treasure is its excel lent 
collection of primary sources illustrating 
the history of women's religious experi
ences. To bring together such a wide 
variety of sources from the 17th and 18th 
centuries, many of them written by women 
and some previously unpublished, is a 
major ach ievement. 

To immerse oneself in these sources 
becomes a scholarly anq a spiritual revela
tion, in which the fema le quest for sacred 
reality appears in many guises and echoes 
in many voices. By the end of the book, 
countless religious women , Christian and 
non-Christian, have passed before the 
mind's eye as " Amazons" of faith , a 
" Glorious Catalogue of Overcomers," to 
use the Reverend Cotton Mather's words . 
The excel lent collection of portraits and 
other pictures in the text enhance this 
effect. 

The difficulties involved in writing and 
editi ng a work of this nature on 17th and 
18th centu ry Ameri can religious history 
are naturally most obvious in the chapters 
on American Ind ian and black women , for 
whom few written sources are available . 
Although Native Americans figure signifi
cantly in four of the nine chapters in the 
book, only one document written by an 
American Indian woman is included. 

In th is chapter on " American Indian 
Women and Religion," Jacquel ine Peter
son and Mary Druke, both specialists in 
Native American studies, produced a 
masterful example of writing women 's 
history when women " haunt only the 
shadows of the written record , to be 
gl impsed largely through inference and 
careful sifting" (p. 2). In doing so, they set 
the standard for a book which brilliantly 
i lluminates an era in women 's rel igiou s 
history usually seen , if at all , " through a 
dark glass ." 

NORMA TAYLOR M ITCHELL 

Norma Taylor Mitchell is professor of 
Early American and women 's history at 
Troy State Un iversity in Troy, Alabama . 
Between 1977 and 1980, she led in the 
creation of the Women 's History Project of 
The United Method ist Church. 

Letters 
Korea 's Tragedy 

Dorothy Ogle's article (February ew 
World Outlook) very poignantly i l lustrates 
the traged y of the division of Korea and the 
desire for nationa l un ifi cat ion w hich exists 
on both sides of the Demilitarized Zone. 
Her description of stand ing on the line at 
Panmunjom and looking south into the 
face of the American mi litary is one of the 
most memorable vi gnettes in her art icle. 
Having stood on the southern side looking 
north , my w ife and I have felt the 
extraord inary high and unnecessary ten
sions wh ich exist in that spot. It symbol izes 
so we ll the tragedy of modern Korean 
history. 

People are at the heart of mission. 
Although an institution may bear the 
cross and flame emblem , it is the 
Christian witness of administrators, 
chaplains, doctors and teachers which 
ensures that God's Word is heard. 

Mission interns, nationals in mission, 
National Program Division mission 
workers and World Program Division 
missionaries constitute the corps of 
people who have felt God 's call and 
are in ministry around the globe. 

You can be a part of this missionary 
outreach through the followin g 
Advance programs: 

• National Mission Workers Basic 
Support, #982597-0 

• Emerging Personnel Needs, 
#008986-5 H-F 

• Persons in Mission (Nationals), 
#007685-2 H-T 

• National Mission Workers: 
New and Emerging ,,_ 
Ministries, #982601 -7 L-1!lJ 

llT'Cool ~ 
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I do wis h that Mrs . Ogle had inc luded 
some critical comments about some of the 
th ings she saw in North Korea. I was 
particu la rl y di sturbed by the lack of 
comment about the statements made by 
officials about the situation of re ligion 
there . The impression that one is left with is 
that th e Americans destroyed the 
churches, peop le fled south and that the 
Buddh ist were great patriots during the 
Japanese colo nia l period while the Chris
tians were not. Neither the depiction of 
Christianity nor of Buddhi sm is accurate. 

The Christians were the most active 
anti -Ja panese group du ring the Japanese 
period. It was Christians who gave form 
and d irection to the non-violent demon
strations of March 1, 1919 which signalled 
the beginn ing of the strugg le for Korean 
independence from imperial Japan . It was 
Christians who were most prominent in the 
struggle against Shinto shrine worship, 
symbol of Japanese imperiali sm and mi li
tari sm. After the defeat of Japan in August , 
1945 , it was Christians who began to form 
some of the earliest pol itical parties, in the 
north , such as the Chr istian Socialist Party. 
North Korea , and in part icular P'yon
gyang, was the center of Korean Chri stian
ity before the liberation from Japan . 
Because of the threat which this body 
constituted to the establishment of a si ngle 
party totalitarian government, there was a 
systematic attempt to uproot the church 
before the onset of the Korean War. Mass 
executions of Christ ian leaders are too wel I 
documented to be ignored . O fficial state
ments about Christianity ought to have 
been framed by a discussion of these 
points. 

The statement which Mrs. Ogle was 
given about Buddhism being " associated 
with patr iotism and fighti ng for freedom 
against the Japanese" also calls for serious 
comment. Throughout the Japanese colo
nial period (1910-1945), the Japanese 
gave considerable support to Buddh ism as 
a countervai ling force against the yo ung 
Christian church . Many of the young 
progressive patrioticall y minded Koreans 
of the earl y twentieth century were attract
ed to Christianity and for th is reason the 
colonial government attempted to use 
Buddh ism to co unteract the dramatic 
growth of the Korean Church . I ca n only 
presume that the present government in 
P'yongya ng has a simila r aim in mind , 
particul arl y with regard to usi ng Buddhi sm 
as a tool for gaining respectabili ty with the 
Buddh ist nations of South and Southeast 
Asia. 

I was much interested in Mrs . Ogle 's 
rema rks on North Korea and was disap
pointed that more critical co mment on 
official statements was not given. Surely, 
no official statement of the south Korean 
government would be allowed to pass 
wi thout com ment. Why should comments 
of the other side be exempt? 

Rev. James H. Grayson, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Comparative Religion 
Methodist Theological Seminary, 
Seoul, Korea 
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Question: What do we do first? 

About Missions 

Answer: Write to Mr. Edward Moultrie, 
Room 1314, 475 Riverside Drive, N.Y., 
NY 10115, and tell him of your interest. He 
will suggest the names of some mission
aries related to your Conference who sti 11 

need financial support and send you a form 
to be completed . When you return the 
form to him and indicate the amount you 
intend to pledge, you will be considered a 
supporting church. The money can then be 
sent any way you choose during the year. 
You will receive a photograph , biographi 
cal sketch and letter frofl1 the missionary (if 
availab le). You can list the missionary on 
your church bulletin if you desire. You can 
do whatever you wish to inform your 
congregation about his/her work, family 
and activities . A free leaflet cal led " Cove
nant Relationship" telling more about this 
procedure is available either from Mr. 
Moultrie's office or the Service Center. He 
wi ll also be glad to respond to you r 
questions. 

Question: Can you help me understand 
the difference between the General Board 
of Global Ministries and the Service 
Center? 
Answer: Many people get confused about 
this because of the difference in addresses 
and who as well as where to write. The 
executive staff of the General Board of 
Global Ministries is located in The Inter
church Center, a 19 floor office building in 
New York City. We as United Methodists 
rent space in this building along with a 
number of other denominations and 
church groups. The address is 475 River
side Drive, N.Y., NY 10115. Most of the 
staff of the Board work here, although there 
are field representatives and others located 
throughout the United States who are staff 
even though they do not reside in the New 
York Area. 

Questions concerning various aspects of 
mission work should be directed to the staff 
members at this address. If you do not 
know who specifically to name on the 
envelope, be sure you do write " United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, 14th 
Floor" so it will at least reach the correct 
denomination. Your Conference or Dis
trict Secretary of Global Ministries may be 
able to help you with specific names 
depending on your particular need . That 
will speed your inquiry to the proper 
person and enable a more immediate 
response to be made to your letter. 

The Service Center is part of the General 
Board of Global Ministries even though it is 
located in Cincinnati, Ohio. It is what the 
name implies: a center which seeks to 
serve the United Methodist Churches 
throughout the United States with mission 
resources. Leaflets, mission study books, 
audio-visuals and other mission materials 
are stocked in the warehouse at the Service 
Center. If you wish to order any mission 
resources, send your request to The 
Service Center, 7820 Reading Road , Cin
cinnati, Ohio 45237, and they will fill your 
order immediately. If you order supplies 
from the New York office, in most cases 
your request will need to be sent on to 
Cincinnati . If you ask questions about the 
mission needs and send them to the 
Service Center, they will be forwarded to 
New York. A free catalog of mission 
resources may be secured by writing to the 
Service Center. You will then have a 
complete li st of material s available with 
guidance on how to order. 

Question: Our church wants to support a 
missionary. How do we do it? 
Answer: All United Methodist mission-

aries are supported by three sources of 
inc;ome: World Service Funds, United 
Methodist Women' s Pledge to Mission, 
and Advance Specials. If you pay your 
World Service asking and if your United 
Methodist Women pay a Pledge to Mis
sion, you are already helping to support 
over 650 missionaries around the world . 
The third source of income is very impor
tant, also-the Advance Specia l gift. 

If you can contribute either $1 ,000 a 
year or $3.00 per church member (which
ever you prefer) , you can be a supporting 
church of a missionary of your own 
choosing. When that missionary is home 
on leave, the Board will pay travel costs 
and make arrangements for the missionary 
to v is it your church. 

Question: Do we need to send the entire 
$1 ,000 at one time, or do we have the 
w hole year to pay it? 
Answer: You can do it either way-which
ever you prefer. 

THE AUTHOR is Secretary for Conference 
Relations of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. Readers are invited to pose questions 
about missions. If you address letters to : Donald 
E. Struchen, Room 1405, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York, N .Y. 10115 , we' ll attempt to answer 
them in future issues of NEW WORLD OurLooK . 

D 1 Year $7.00 (U.S.A.) 
D Combination with Response $13.00 
D 2 Years $13.QO 
D Combination w/Response $25.00 

D New Subscription 
D Renewal 
D Payment Enclosed 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I Note: Canadian and foreign add $3 per. year for postage and handling (surface I 
I mail); add $25 per year for airmail to foreign subscribers. I 

~---------------------
: MOVING? : 
I 

Please attach the mailing label from the front cover when writing about 

1 service or change of address. Allow 3 weeks from notification for 
I address change to take effect. I 

I NAME JPtease Prlnl) I 
I ADDRESS I 
I ZIP I 

MAIL TO: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
Magazine Circulation Service Center 
7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
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11111d~ 1uU11~ CLASSIFIED 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an 
exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers. Rates for 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15). Post Office 
Box numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each; 
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word. Send all copy (w ith 
check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to : NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York, 
N.Y. 10115. 

For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/call : 
The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road, King of Prussia, PA 
19406 (215) 265-0648. 

GBGM POSITIONS OPEN 

The following executive positions are avail

able at the General Board of Global Minis

tries. Letters of application and resumes 

should be sent to John J. Dalton, Personnel 

Administrator, Room 1476, Genera l Board 

of Global Ministries, The United Methodist 

Church, 47S Riverside Drive, New York, 

N.Y. 1011S. 

The Genera l Board of Global Ministries is an 

Equa l Opportunity Employer. 

COORDINATOR OF M ISSION Leaders, 

Mission Education & Cultivation Program 

Dept. Immediate. 

EDITOR, Spanish Language Resources, Mis

sion Education & Cultivation Program Dept. 

DIRECTOR of Audiovisual Services. To 

provide audiovisual services and to develop 

and maintain audio and visual resouces 

programs to meet the educational and 

cultivation needs of the total board . 

ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY, Sedion 

of Mission & Membership Development, 

Women's Program Division, General Board 

of Global Ministries. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY for Organizational 

Development, Women's Program Division. 

Immediate. 

EXECUTIVE SECRET ARY for Research Plan

ning and Coordination , Women's Program 

Division, General Board of Global Minis

tries. 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Hispanic Minis

tries , Office of Ethnic and Language M inis

tries, National Program Division. Immedi

ate. 

ASSOCIATE GENERAL SECRETARY, Gener

al Administration . Minimum requ irements 

include membership in The United Method

ist Church, and 7 years experience. M.A. of 

M.S. in Administration or Planning prefer

red . Immediate. 

EDITOR, PROGRAM RESOURCES, Mission 

Education & Cultivation Program Dept. 

Immediate. Responsible for editing the major 

books for United Methodist Women, in

cluding the yearly program resources book 

and spiritual growth study and the quadren

nial handbooks. Opportunity for limited 

travel , teach at Schools of Christian Mission. 

DIRECTO R OF RESEARCH, National Pro

gram Division. Admin istration of research 

office and conduding research studies; 

applying scientific methods and theoretical 

insights of social science studies to adminis

trative problems fac ing boards of missions at 

national and Annual Conference levels. 
Immediate. 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR. Responsible 

for coordination of United Methodist Com

mittee on Re lief (UMCOR) Program Dept. as 

related to Annual Conferences . Immed iate. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, Afri ca/Europe Of
fice, World Program Division. Person will be 

responsible for overall administration of 

office procedures and inter-office responses 

within the Wor ld Program Division, coordi 

nate requests/reports from Area secretaries 

and assume Area responsibil ity for Middle 

East, Algeria and Tunisia. Some travel , 

knowledge of spoken and written French 

required . Priority will be given to person who 

understands structure and fu nction of The 

United Methodist Church. Person must have 

sensitivity to the needs and an awareness of 

the problems of developing people. Immedi

ate. 

STAFF RECORDING SECRETARY, Women's 

Program Division, to serve as staff support for 

the Women's Division Record ing Secretary. 

Limited amount of travel outside of New 

York City. Membership in The United 

Methodist Church not required , but it is 

desired . Immediate. 

MINISTERS 

INTERNATIONAL interdenominational En

glish speaking congregation in Lima , Peru 

seeking a full time pastor. Please write: 

Chuck Griffin, Chairman, Search Commit

tee, Union Church of Lima, Casilla 4918, 

Lima 18, PERU. 
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NEXT 
MONTH 

WINGS OF THE MORNING IS THE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH'S AFRICA-BASED AVIATION MINISTRY. WITHOUT 
IT, NOTHING GETS DONE. ASIDE FROM DELIVERING 
TEACHERS' SALARIES AND MERCY FLIGHTS, WINGS OF 
MORNING PERFORMS A BEWILDERING RANGE OF SER
VICES. THE FL YING METHODISTS OF ZAIRE BY SENIOR 
STAFF WRITER NELSON A. NAVARRO PROVIDES AN 
INDEPTH LOOK AT THIS UNIQUE MINISTRY. 

IN A WIDE-RANGING EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW ROY SANO, 
BISHOP OF THE DENVER AREA AND PRESIDENT OF THE 
WORLD PROGRAM DIVISION OF THE GBGM, DISCUSSES 
THE ETHNIC MINORITY LOCAL CHURCH MISSIONAL 
PRIORITY. THE PAYOFF, HE PREDICTS, IS GOING TOO 
FAR BEYOND MOST OF OUR EXPECTATIONS. 

WE OFFER TWO REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS ON 
CHINA-ONE BY NWONIEWPOINT COLUMNIST CREIGHT
ON LACY, WHO WAS BORN IN CHINA AND WAS A 
MISSIONARY THERE FROM 1946-51 , AND THE OTHER BY 
NWO EDITOR ARTHUR J . MOORE, WHO WAS A 14-YEAR
OLD WHEN HE LIVED THERE WITH HIS FATHER, BISHOP 
ARTHUR J. MOORE, OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH SOUTH. 

LAST MAY, DR. LACY, PROFESSOR OF WORLD CHRIS
TIANITY AT THE DUKE UNIVERSITY DIVINITY SCHOOL, 
AND HIS WIFE, RETURNED TO CHINA AND WALKED SOME 
OF THE SAME PATHS THAT HIS GRANDPARENTS WALKED 
NEARLY A HUNDRED YEARS AGO. HIS SENTIMENTAL 
JOURNEY IS MORE THAN A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE. 

IT HAD BEEN FIFTY YEARS SINCE BISHOP MOORE'S SON, 
OUR EDITOR SINCE 1964, HAD BEEN TO CHINA. HE 
RETURNED THERE THIS SPRING. HIS ARTICLE ON RELI
GION IN CHINA TODAY IS ONE OF THE MORE DEFINITIVE 
TREATMENTS OF THE CHURCH IN CHINA THAT HAS EVER 
APPEARED IN NEW WORLD OUTLOOK. 

FOR ALMOST THIRTY YEARS, NANCY HOLDEN SAYS, THE 
SUBJECT OF INCLUSIVENESS IN THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
HAS BEEN A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE U.S. BUT IN ALMOST All 
CHURCHES, SHE CONTINUES, PERSONS WITH PHYSICAL 
AND MENTAL DISABILITIES ARE ASKING IF OUR WORDS 
ABOUT INCLUSIVENESS APPLY TO THEM TOO. IN HER 
ARTICLE LOVE IS NOT ENOUGH: A THEOLOGY OF 
HANDICAPISM, THE PASTOR OF ST. LUKE'S UMC, CO
LUMBUS, OHIO, SPELLS OUT WHY SHE BELIEVES THAT IF 
OUR SPECIAL MINISTRIES ARE TO SUCCEED, "WE NEED 
MORE THAN GOOD INTENTIONS." 

SANCTUARY IS ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL 
ISSUES TODAY . IT IS A CONTINUALLY EVOLVING 
STORY-ONE THAT FORMER TOGETHER MAGAZINE 
STAFFER MARI ANDERSON'S ARTICLE A PLACE TO FLEE 
TRIES TO PUT INTO FOCUS FOR US. SANCTUARY 
INVOLVES SOME 175 CHURCHES IN SIXTY U.S. COMMUN
ITIES. 



A Vietnamese refugee holding her sick child, pleads to be able to land in Thailand. Right, they are pictured six 
months later after resettlement in Florida. 

LOVE THAT TRANSFORMS 
Millions of refugees like this mother and daughter are waiting in camps 

around the world for a chance to begin life anew. They are from Ethiopia, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Poland, Kampuchea, Vietnam and other countries. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief seeks caring sponsors for 
refugees. United Methodist congregations through the years have 
reached out to welcome the stranger. Today more churches are urgently 
needed to provide refugee sponsorship. Will you join us in this ministry 
that transforms? 

If your church is willing to serve as a sponsor, please write to Ms. Lilia 
V. Fernandez, Secretary for Refugee Concerns, United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1374, New York, NY 10115. 

UMCDR UNITED METHODIST 
COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 
General Board of Global Ministries 




