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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analy Is of Developments In Chrl tlan Mission 

February, 1984 

Nestle Boycott. The International Nestle Boycott Committee and the Nestle 
Corporation have reached an agreement whereby the INBC will recommend suspension of 
the boycott of Nestle products and the Corporation has agreed to endor se and 
implement the International Infant Formula Code of the World Health Orga nization. 
In a joint statement issued at a press conference Jan. 26 in Washington, D.C., 
Nestle said that it recognized and supported the "commitment of INBC and its 
members to safeguard the children of the Third World from hazards related to t he 
inappropriate marketing of infant formula" and the Committee commended the 
Corporation "for taking the leadership role in industry's compliance with the 
International Code. 11 Both groups ·praised the role of UNICEF in clarifying 
provisions of the Code. The press conference was presided over by the Rev. J. 
Philip Wagaman of Wesley Theological Seminary, chair of the United Methodis-:r-tas k 
force named by the 1980 General Conference to study the issues. The denominat ion as 
such never supported the boycott which was endorsed by 87 religious, labor, 
women's, health and other organizations in 10 countries; two general boa rds, about 
30 annual conferences, and numerous other groups and individuals within the UMC did 
back the action. The task force recommended to the denomination's General Counci l 
on Ministries that the church not endorse the boycott. Representatives of the t wo 
boards backing the boycott welcomed the Nestle-INBC agreement. Peggy Halsey of t he 
General Board of Global Ministries said that "we are pleased by this development "; 
Rev. Luther~ Tyson of the General Board of Church and Society said that the move 
"is welcome news." Both boards will review their support of the boycott at the i r 
spring meetings. They stressed that continuing monitoring of Nestle ' s performance 
will continue. The press conference ended with the participants eating Nestle candy 
bars. 

Nonofficial Mission Agency. The recent formation of an unofficial mission agency , 
The Mission Society for United Methodists, will be considered by the Council of 
Bishops of the denomination, when it meets in April. A seven-bishop committee has 
been named to identify and clarify the issues for that meeting. Meanwhile, Bishop 
Edsel A. Ammons of Detroit has sent a letter to the Judicial Council, expressing 
the hope that the subject will be considered by the General Conference and "i f 
necessary" will be on the agenda of the Judicial Council. His letter registe red "a 
very strong personal protest" at the formation of the agency. The Bishops ' 
discussion of the matter followed a letter by Bishop Jesse R. DeWitt of Ch icago, 
president of the General Board of Global Ministries, asking--"Jur i sdi ctiona l colleges 
of bishops to discuss the matter. As of this writing, the Western Jur i sdic t ion 
unanimously rejected the alternate mission agency and the Southeastern 



Jurisdiction, while opposing its f ormati on, deplored 11 the circumstances which have 
made some of our people feel this t o be neces sa ry." Other jurisdictions have not 
yet responded. Three Latin American church leaders have strongly condemned the 
formation of the new group and su pported the GBGM. The "Mission Society for United 
Methodists" was formed in late November by critics of the Board. Rev. L.D. Thomas, 
pastor of First UMC, Tulsa, Ok la ., is chai rperson and the Rev. Ira Gallaway. pastor 
of First UMC, Peoria, Ill., is secret ary . St aff executive is Rev. H.T. Maclin. a 
former missionary in Zaire and Kenya and field representative of the Mission 
Education and Cultivation Department , GBGM, in Atlanta since 1974 .... In a related 
development, the board of directors of the Good News evangelical caucus voted to 
phase out its Evangelical Missi on Caucus and the Rev. Virgil Maybray, EMC chief 
executive, has announced that he wi ll join the staff of the "Mission Society" in 
August. 

Korea Arrests. A Methodist mini ster , Rev. Cho Seung Hyuk, 49 co-director of the 
Christian Institute for the St udy of Justice and Development, and two former 
professors , Lee Young Hee and Kang Man Kil, have been arrested and charged with 
violating South Korea's Nationa l Security Law. If convicted, they could face 
penalties ranging from five years to death. All three were doing research for the 
Institue on how public school t extbooks deal with the issue of Korean 
reunification. It is alleged t hat they made "pro-North remarks. 11 They were detained 
and question~d for 11 days; thei r homes we re searched without warrants and 
Institute manuscripts were confiscated . The Institute was formed in 1979 as an 
independent research organization ; i t is supported by the National Council of 
Churches in Korea, inc l udi ng the Methodist Church, and by grants from church groups 
in Europe and North America . Cables requesting the release of the three have been 
sent to Korea by Bishop Roy C. Nichol s, president of the World Division, and Ruth 
Daugherty, president of the Women's Division, GBGM. 

Personalia. Rev. Guillermo Chavez, di rec t or of the General Board of Church and 
Society's department of human and political rights, has become chair of the 
National Council of Churc hes' Interreli gious Task Force on Criminal 
Justice ... Retired UM Bi shop Ralph ~ Dodge, 76, and Elizabeth Law, 66, were married 
on Dec. 29 in Dowling Park, Fla . Bi shop Dodge served in Africa for many years as a 
missionary and bishop; Mrs. Law is a retired business woman ... ~ Harry Haines and 
his wife, Loma, were honored on Jan . 21 in Blackstone, Va. Haines retired Dec. 31 
after more than 17 years as chi ef executive of the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. They will make their home i n Laguna Hills, Ca. Dr. Haines will serve as a 
consultant in global hunger educat i on for Church World Service for the next two 
years ... The late E. Stanley Jones, famed miss ionary evangelist and author, was 
honored on the lOOth anniversary of his birth at his home church, Memorial UMC in 
Baltimore, Md. Among those taking pa r t we re his daughter, Eunice Mathews, and her 
husband, retired Bishop James K. Ma thews . .. Roman Catholic Bishop Bernard F. Law has 
been named archbishop of Bostorl-:- He is cha i rman of the committee for ecumenical and 
religious affairs of the National Confe rence of Catholic Bishops ... Rev. Jacob 
Stanley Adamah Stephens, has been elected president of the Methodist Church in 
Ghana. He has been working with the General Board of Church and Society in the U.S. 
Dr. Stephens is the first non-Fanti person to serve as president ... Elliott Wright, 
a prominent journalist and specialist in chu rc h- sta t e affairs, has been named vice 
president for program development of the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews. A frequent contributor to this magazi ne , he is the husband of the Rev. 
Juanita Bass Wright of the GBGM staff .... 



Deaths. Gertrude Arbogast, a former Methodist missionary in Mexico fo r 34 yea rs, 
died Jan. 1 in Spring Valley, Ca. She was 86 ... Arthur G. Atkins, a fo rmer 
missionary in India for nearly 40 years, died Dec. 26 -,--n British Columbia. He was 
85 .... Clara Bartling, a missionary in Mozambique for 32 years, died Jan. 8 in Des 
Moines, Wash. She was 77 ..... Fannie V. Betts, a missionary in Brazil for 37 years, 
died Dec. 2 in Brazil. She was the mother of Rev. John Betts and Anita (Mrs. 
Marion) Way, both current missionaries in Brazil. She was 86 .... Ernest ~Boynton, 
Jr., assistant professor of English and Journalism at the City College of the City 
University of New York, died suddenly on Jan. 21 at the age of 47. He was a former 
writer for GBGM and wrote for this magazine .... Frances Hackler, a former missionary 
in Zimbabwe for 17 years, died Dec. 18 in Mansfield, Tex. She was 66 .... Lucile ~ 
Libby, a missionary in China for 15 years, died Dec. 30 in Mich. She was 
92 ... Robert C. Mackie, former general secretary of the World Student Ch r istian 
Federation 1929-38 and associate general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches 1939-55, died Jan. 13 in Edinburgh, Scotland. He was 83 .... Pearle McCain, 
who was a missionary in China and Japan, died Dec. 23 at Brooks Howell Home in 
Asheville, N.C. She was 80 .... Dr. Elizabeth Miller died Dec. 12 in Delaware. She 
and her husband, Dr. Edgar R. Miller, were among the first missionaries in 
Nepal .... Eleanor B. Nave, who was a missionary in India for 39 years, died Dec. 17 
in Minneapolis. She was the widow of Julian Nave and the mother of Robert Nave, who 
was a missionary in India for over 25 years. She was 92 . ... Nicholas ~Ogburn, a 
missionary in Japan for nearly 30 years, died Dec. 20 in North Carolina. He was 
99 .... Leone (Mrs. Philip B..:_l Ottman, a missionary in Mexico for 5 years, died Dec . 
17 in Appleton, Wis. She was 75 .... Sally Kenney Prentiss, a journalist and editor 
of The Methodist Woman 1962-65, died Jan . 9 in Newton, Pa. She was 80 .... Rev. John 
Coventry Smith, a longtime Presbyterian mission executive and a president of t~ 
World Council of Churches 1968-75, died while speaking in a church in the 
Philadelphia area on the WCC's Vancouver Assembly. He was 79 .... Beatrice Sommer, 
widow of the late UM Bishop Ernst Sommer of the Frankfurt Area in West Germany , 
died Dec. 23. 

South Africa Arms Embargo. The U.S. government has quietly licensed the commercia l 
export of more than $28 million worth of military technology to South Africa du r i ng 
the last three years~ despite the mandatory arms embargo passed by the United 
Nations, according to a report issued j ointly by the American Friends Service 
Committee and the Washington Office on Africa. The embargo was passed in 1977 wi th 
U.S. support. "Rather than outright sales of large weapons, exports by U.S. 
corporations consist to a great extent of the building blocks of modern 
weaponry--components, unfinished sub-assemblies and other technology ... " , according 
to the report which is based in part on material obtained under the Freedom of 
Information Act. "The arms embargo isn't working because the administration doesn't 
want it to, 11 according to Jean Sindab, director of WOA. 

Health and Welfare Ministries. The 44th annual convention of the United Methodist 
Association of Health and Welfare Ministries will meet in Kansas City , Mo., Ma rch 
24-28. The theme will be "Creative Response to Difficult Times. 11 Included on the 
agenda will be such topics as alcohol and drug abuse in the aged, grieving and 
loneliness in older adults, family fragmentation, hospice programs, barriers f aced 
by persons with handicapping conditions in both church and society, and bioet hi cs. 
Dr. Stuart A. Wesbury of Chicago, president of the American College of Hospital 
Administrators, will give the keynote address. 



Giving. United Methodists in the U.S. and Puerto Rico gave a record $84.3 million 
in 1983 to support national and worldwide ministries of the denomination, an 
increase of 1.55 percent above 1982. According to a report released by the General 
Council on Finance and Administration, the amounts received for 18 funds totaled 
$84,286,788. Largest single item was slightly more than $29 million for World 
Service, the denomination's basic program fund, a 2.7 percent increase and 93 
percent of the 1983 goal. Apportioned funds for specific amounts did better than 
those supported on a more voluntary basis. This total of $84 million does not 
include money given for expenditures at the local, annual conference and regional 
levels. When these are included, it is expected that the grand total will exceed $2 
bill ion dollars. 

Vietnam. The U.S. Treasury Department has granted licenses for 10 Church World 
Service health projects in Vietnam and the projects will go ahead. All of the aid 
will be sent in the form of material goods, ranging from drugs for a maternity 
hospital to weaving looms, sewing machines and cloth for a school for the deaf. 
Church World Service, relief and development agency of the NCCCUSA, is seeking 
$235,900 from participating church bodies to purchase the goods. The licenses were 
necessary because trade and financial transactions between the U.S. and Vietnam are 
prohibited by the "trading with the enemy act", except for humanitarian assistance. 

GBGM Union. In an apparent stalemate between the General Board of Global Ministries 
and District 65, United Automobile Workers of America, the union which represents 
its general or nonexecutive employees, the Board has implemented a 50-page contract 
proposal submitted in December to the GBGM local of District 65 including a seven 
percent wage increase effective Jan. 1. In a letter of Dec. 22 sent to all 
employees by General Secretary Randolph Nugent, he said that the board and the 
union have some "fundamental disagreements which make further negotiations 
useless. 11 Thirty-three negotiation sessions have been held since last March. In a 
vote Jan. 27, union members rejected the contract 124 to 7 with one ballot void. 
There were 245 persons eligible to vote. The union said they hoped the vote would 
persuade management to return to the bargaining table. 

China. The government of China has confirmed a Vatican report that Bishop Joseph 
Fan Xueyan, 76, has been jailed. The Chinese foreign ministry said Fan was jailed 
for "colluding with a foreign country" and that religion had nothing to do with the 
sentence. Bishop Fan was consecrated in 1951 as Bishop of Baoding but has not been 
recognized since 1958 by the government-recognized Catholic Church which has cut 
ties with the Vatican. Rome says that the bishop was accused of secretly ordaining 
priests and bishops and was sentenced to 10 years, together with his vicar general. 

NCTV versus the Super Bowl. The National Coalition on Television Violence has gone 
out after sports violence on television. Among its targets are the holy of holies 
of U.S. sports, the professional football Super Bowl. The NCTV News points out that 
this year's champions, the Los Angeles Raiders, "have developedareputation as a 
team that plays dirty football . 11 Not content with that act of defiance of popular 
culture, NCTV points out that "winning is everything" from professional sports all 
the way to Little League baseball and grade school Pop Warner and Junior League 
football. It quotes a New York Little League official as saying, "This is not an 
instructional league. We're here to win. 11 



EDITORIALS CTI 
THE USE AND MISUSE 
OF COMMISSIONS 

" When I use a wo rd ", sa i d 
Humpty-Dumpty rather cornfully, " it 
mean j u t what I choose it to mean
neither more nor less." Through the 
Looking Glass, by Lewi s Carroll . 

The Reagan administration seems to 
ha e outsmarted itself in its attempt to 
defuse hot political issues by setting up 
independent commissions to study the 
subjects . Th is tactic worked very well 
in negotiati ng ways to make the Social 
Security more financially stable . It 
e en worked wel I enough (from the 
administration 's viewpoint) in getting 
the MX missile voted in exchange for a 
future smaller " Midgetman" missile. 

In both of these cases , the commis-
ions involved did real negotiating and 

struck bargains which gave something 
to people on various sides of the 
issues. Th is may not be Olympian 
justice but it is how th ings often get 
done in an imperfect world . Much as 
we would prefer to see the MX missile 
simply scrapped as a weapon, we will 
reluctantl y concede that the commis
sion's report is better than a straight test 
of the MX in Congress where our point 
of iew would probably lose. 

In the Hunger and Central America 
commissions, no such pragmatic con
siderations were allowed to get in the 
way. The idea here was all too 
tranparent an attempt to gain respecta
bi I ity for administration policies which 
have been under attack. From the 
moment Henry Kissinger was named 
to head the Central America group, the 
substance of its report cou Id have been 
written by any knowledgeable outsid
er. If Kiss inger were asked to study 
Switzerland or Catalina Island, he 
would undoubtedly conclude that it 
was a battleground between East and 
West requiring large military aid from 
the United States. 

Given that basic premise, the rest of 
the recommendations follow naturally 
enough. Taken in isolation, some of 
the suggestions might even have merit 
although we are struck by Senator 
Ernest Hollings' comment that distri
buting economic aid through most of 
the current regimes in Central America 
is like giving out lettuce through a 
rabbit. Unfortunately, the whole re-

port goes together and is fatally flawed 
by its insistence on Soviet-Cuban 
subversion and the need for a military 
solution. 

Sti 11 , the report on Central America 
is a model of intellectual and moral 
rigor next to the report on hunger in the 
U.S.A. The commission managed to 
agree on a definition of hunger (" may 
be defined as a feeling of discomfort or 
lethargy resulting from insufficient 
quantities of food" ) but on very little 
else, including its extent. The mem
bers did agree that there is hunger in 
the nation but professed themselves 
unable to discover how much . The 
evidence, they say, is " anecdotal " 
rather than scientific. (An interesting 
idea-the four gospels and indeed the 
whole Bible being also " anecdotal".) 
As a result, the main recommendation 
that the Commission was able to make 
was the old Reagan proposal to turn 
hunger funds over to the states in bloc 
grants. 

All of this would have a certain 
element of farce in it if the subjects 
were not so serious and tragic. But 
since people are dying in Central 
America and suffering in the United 
States, the smile dies on our lips. The 
cynicism here is truly horrifying. 

THE UN, THE U.S., & UNESCO 
The United Nations has come a long 

way since its founding in 1945 in San 
Francisco. In spite of an oft-times 
tarnished image, obvious fai lures, and 
onslaughts by anti-UN forces here and 
abroad , the UN, miraculously, has 
been around for nearly forty years. 

Most diplomats and observers, in
cluding those churchpersons who 
have been involved in UN affairs for 
many years, agree that the world is 
better off because the UN has existed, 
despite its imperfections. It is the UN, 
they say, that has taken the lumps by 
serving as a buffer between the great 
powers and some smaller ones, as 
well. " God only knows where we 
would be without it !" a U.S. diplomat 
remarked one time. 

U .S. disatisfaction with the UN and 
its smaller specialized organizations 
such as Unesco has been known for 
years. Current tensions, heightened by 
the Reagan Administration ' s notice of 

withdrawal from Unesco by year's 
end , and its " consideration" of with
drawing from the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development(the UN 
organization based in Rome that as
sists small farmers and landless la
borers in the poorest countries) are a 
con t i nuation of America ' s long
standing displeasure with UN actions 
that have been regarded as largely 
against U.S. interests. And that is 
understandable because it's hard to 
lose when you ' re used to winning. 

Si nee the 1940s, the structure of 
world power has shifted decisively 
away from the prosperous one-third to 
the less prosperous two thirds of the 
world. The voting power of the less 
prosperous (or Least Developed) na
tions was negligible at the time of the 
founding of the UN and Unesco, but 
has become the decisive element in 
both organizations. Unesco has, in 
fact, been the object of a kind of Third 
World takeover, and it is from this 
platform that its spokespersons have 
launched their most powerful attacks 
on the spread of western cultural 
power. Along with the political and 
economic battles, they have attempt
ed to fight imperialism in the cultural 
field , whereby developing countries, 
through technological and economic 
aid, would grow in the image of 
America and her Western Democratic 
partners . 

Unesco's founding charter man
dates it to " the unrestricted pursuit of 
objective truth and the free exchange 
of ideas and knowledge." Thus, the 
subjects Unesco deals with --educa
tion, knowledge, communications
are the substance of ideology. It is 
precisely these issues and Unesco's 
more coldly political actions as the 
cutting off of support for regional 
programs in Israel on the grounds that 
Israel , in defiance of UN injunctions, 
is altering the physical and cultural 
character of Jerusalem, that has agitat
ed some countries . 

We concede that UN and Unesco 
rhetoric often runs to the ridiculous, 
and that emotionalism often replaces 
reason . Both organizations have al
ways been a political battlefield , and 
the conflicts will become bigger and 
fiercer with time. More votes will go 
against us and prospects will continue 
to look grim for international under
standing. Yet, only sore losers would 
consider withdrawing from the UN or 
any of its specialized organizations. 

After all , where do we go after we've 
quit? How do we feed a child or 
change a vote from outside? 
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THE GENESIS AND CONSEQUENCE 
OF EAST-WEST CONFRONTATION 

IN THE COMMONWEAL TH CARIBBEAN 

Milton Benjamin 

T he decision last October of the 
Reagan Adm inist ration to invade 

the ti ny Caribbean island-state of 
Grenada is a benchmark in interna
tional relations, w ith enduri ng conse
quences. Not unlike the Sov iet 
Un ion' s down ing of a c ivilian South 
Korean airli ner last September or its 
vio lent intervention into Afghanistan, 
that incident raises clearly the question 
of w hen, if at al I, is it justifiable for one 
country to breach the borders of 
another, w hatever or how good its 
stated objectives. Especially when the 
size and power of the invad ing force is 
entire ly out of proportion to the victim . 

Perhaps it was th is dimension of the 
action, the inequali ty of size between 
the United States and Grenada, more 
than its legali ty, that caught the 
imagination of the world and cata
pulted the 133- square-mile island 
onto the world stage, if on ly briefly. 

Attention was focused not only on 
Grenada, w ith its 110,000 people, but 
also on the 13 other independent 
island states with approximately 29 
mill ion population ; the American, 
British and Dutch colon ies; and the 
three main land terri tor ies--Guyana, 
Sur iname, and Bel ize-all d istin
gu ished by language and culture, 
history and geography from Spanish
speaki ng " Latin- America" . 

Different From Latin America 

The English-speaking " Common
weal th Caribbean" and the Dutch 
and French speaki ng islands have long 
disregarded the " banana republics" , 
the appellation applied by some to 
thei r Latin neighbors, perceived by 
them to be undemocratic, unstable 
and with inferior political institutions. 

The Commonwealth Caribbean, in
deed, has felt itself historica lly d istinct 
from the conflicts of Lati n America, 
entirely ignoring the fact that during 
this century, through the famed land
lease agreement with Britai n of World 

War 11 , they have all undergone United 
States military occupation . 

Many scholars argue that this period 
of American occupation marks a 
period of substantial social and politi
cal upheaval in the British islands in 
general , but notably in those (Antigua, 
St. Luc ia, Barbados and Trinidad) 
where the bases were located, and 
could , in fact, mark the beginnings of 
the modern West Indies. 

Now, once again, it is the irony of 
the United States government action 
and policy, with some help from some 
revolutionary regimes and groups, that 
is fusing the region into one identity. 
The U.S. State Department insists on 
perceiving the region as a single basin, 
the Caribbean littoral. Because of its 
continued preoccupation with Cuba 
as a subversive element in the region , 
the U.S. has been dragging the entire 
Caribbean Basin, all the territories 
south of Mexico, including all of 
Central America bordering the Carib
bean sea, into the cold war between 
itself and the Soviet Union. 

Thus, with Grenada befriending 
Cuba, before the U.S. invasion, the 
Commonwealth Caribbean was being 
drawn into the confl icts of Latin 
America, causing it to lose that re
gional distinction so vital , not only to 
its identity for development and trade, 
tourism in particular, but also for its 
own self-esteem. 

The Commonwealth Caribbean is 
the end result of the Balkanization of 
the Caribbean islands by European 
powers during their expansionary pe
riod from the 15th to the 19th century 
in their scramble for colonies over
seas. Britai n and France took islands 
from Spain, following the great divi
sion of territory by the Pope after 
Columbus landed in the Americas in 
the 15th and 16the centuries . 

The French and British then fought 
each other for possession of those very 
islands at the time when sugar was at 
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its peak as an international crop. It was 
to cultivate the sugar-cane fields that 
Africans were transported to the West 
Indies and sold as slaves in the various 
islands. Sugar was a lucrative crop, so 
lucrative that at one time Britain 
considered exchanging all of Canada 
for the French West Indian island of 
Guadeloupe. 

Other European countries got into 
the act of owning West Indian colonies 
so that they could manufacture sugar 
and its by-product, rum . Going into 
this century Britain, France, Holland 
and Denmark each had its Caribbean 
colony. The United States gained its 
own possessions through conquest, as 
in the case of Puerto Rico, or by 
purchase, i.e., the Virgin Islands from 
the Danes. 

Even now as the colonial period 
ends, the Caribbean is still the world's 
most colonized region. The United 
States, Venezuela, Holland, France 
and Britain, all have territory in the 
region, each at a different stage of 
constitutional development, each de
pendent on the metropolitan country, 
and each in a pronounced master
client relationship. 

Brita in was at one time the dominant 
power in the Caribbean . However, 
following World War II and beginning 
with the granting of political indepen
dence to the island of Jamaica in 1962, 
it began to withdraw. Th irteen of its 
former colonies have since attained 



independence, the last being St. Kitts
Nevis in 1983. This has left a political 
void which for strategic reasons, and 
the imperatives of global geo-politics, 
the United States apparently has de
cided to fill. In this it is aided by 
Venezuela, which since the beginning 
of the last decade has taken a more 
active interest in the region both as a 
foil to Communist Cuba and as an ally 
of the United States. 

Venezuela carries with it a demo
cratic tradition going back at least 25 
years; a successful free-enterprise 
economy based on petro-dollars, and 
friendship as well as alliance with the 
United States in the Organization of 
American States (OAS). These are all in 
contradiction to the " false ideologies" 
being " exported" by Fidel Castro from 
Cuba. 

Not unnaturally for a region so 
heavily dependent on outside assist
ance for budgetary as wel I as capital 
development assistance, the economy 
of the Caribbean islands is severely 

depressed. Unemployment averages 
out at 25 percent of the work force, 
and runs higher still among young 
people, in most islands. The living 
standard is one of bare subsistence. 
Land ownership is low on a per capita 
basis, housing standards poor and the 
economies generally agriculturally 
based . 

Grants and loans now constitute the 

' ' ... small internal markets, 
high transportation costs 

and rampant unemployment 
are the bane of the islands' 

economies ... ' ' 

main items in the governmental bud
gets of the islands. Each maintains a 
recurrent negative balance of trade 
with its metropolitan sponsor. Indus
trial development comprises the 
granting of concessions and tax holi
days, along with guaranteed stable 
labor forces at low wages to prospect
ive small investors from Western 

Europe, Venezuela, or mainly the 
United States. 

Increasingly, the absentee-owned 
sugar and banana estates are being 
replaced in most islands by a new form 
of "plantation economy", the tourist 
hotel, still expatriately owned, with its 
high expectation of visitors from 
America and Europe bringing quick
earning hard currency. In a few 
territories some natural resources are 
being mined (bauxite in Jamaica and 
Guyana), and oil is being processed in 
Trinidad. Narrow resources bases, 
small internal markets, high transpor
tation costs and rampant unemploy
ment are the bane of the islands' 
economies and the reality that keeps 
the countries under-developed, de
pendent and ripe for revolution. But 
just as they are disparate in resources 
so are they in actual per capita income 
earned. For example, in Trinidad 

Grenadians are buying 
and selling produce 
at one of island's many 
open-air markets. 



where oil abounds the capita income 
is quoted at $4,800, in Jamaica it is 
$1,340, but in agricultural Dominica 
and Grenada it is a mere $460 and 
$500 respectively. 

This grim economic picture is far 
from the traditional image of the sunny 
Caribbean presented by the tourism 
brochure which includes the ever 
smiling native untroubled by any care 
in the world and welcoming the 
enraptured guest to a tropical para
dise. 

However, the shrewd observer of 
the Caribbean scene would have 
observed in the last few years that this 
benign image of the region was 
gradually changing, as it was being 

' 'The election in Jamaica 
was ... bloody and brutal 

. . . Political ... wars took the 
lives of ... over 

200 persons. ' ' 

readied to be ushered into the ever 
present East-West confrontation, the 
cold war. 

It began, of course, with the Cuban 
revolution in 1959 and the subsequent 
showdown in the early 1960's be
tween America and the Soviets over 
the placement of missiles there. The 
ongoing confrontation between Cuba 
and the United States has resulted in 
the United States using its influence to 
isolate Cuba and in getting it thrown 
out of the Organization of American 

-~ tl .. , ... \4, 

l ' \ • • 

States (OAS) . This diplomatic barrier 
was broken only by the "more devel
oped countries" (MDCs) of the Com
monwealth Caribbean in their eco
nomic, and mildly political, grouping 
called the Caribbean Community. 
These MDCs were Trinidad and Toba
go, led by the late Dr. Eric Williams as 
prime minister; Guyana, led by Forbes 
Burnham; Barbados, led by former 
prime minister, Errol Barrow; and 
Jamaica, led by former prime minister, 
Michael Manley. All were avowed 
social democrats, and all had ack
nowledged that the concept of ideo
logical pluralism was relevant to the 
region. Indeed, all had as the declared 
aim of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) the eventual integration 
of the Caribbean region as a whole. 

Establishing contact with Cuba was 
among the first of their acts as sover
eign countries, and indicated the high 
priority they placed on Caribbean 
integration and the breaking down of 
cultural and linguistic, as well as 
ideological barriers. 

For a while their contact with Cuba 
was mostly symbolic. They opened 
diplomatic relations, irking the United 
States; held some cultural exchanges, 
while Cuban teachers and paramedics 
went to work in Jamaica and Guyana. 
In Jamaica, Cuba built schools in the 
rural area. In Guyana they assisted in 
establishing a fishing fleet. In all the 
islands, the governments complained 
noisily about United States govern
ment destabilization. 

Then something of greater signifi
cance occurred in the Caribbean 
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toward the end of the last decade. 
Leftist governments either assumed 
power, as in St. Lucia and Grenada, or 
seemed to be in a position to assume 
power. 

At the same time leftists in Nicara
gua were ousting a rightist dictatorship 
supported for decades by the United 
States, while over in Surinam, a leftist 
administration which declared itself 
"revolutionary" took control in a 
coup. 

Looked at from Washington, it 
seemed that the Soviets and their al I ies 
were making great gains in the Carib
bean. The Carter administration de
creed that because of the amount of oi I 
for U.S. domestic purposes passing 
through the Caribbean sea, its lanes 
were vital to the security of the United 
States, and declared that the Caribbe
an had emerged as a major trouble 
spot in the world . 

United States policy makers began 
by creating a furor over an alleged 
increase in the number of Soviet 
fighting units stationed in Cuba. Next it 
created a military task force, based in 
south Florida, that could move rapidly 
anywhere in the region to menace the 
United States enemies, but support its 
friends. Thirdly, it made itself more 
visible in countries holding elections 
in the region and succeeded in getting 
administrations supportive of United 
States policies elected in Jamaica, St. 
Kitts-Nevis, Antigua, Dominica, St. 
Vincent, and Barbados. 

The election in Jamaica was particu
larly bloody and brutal as the political 
party wars took the I ives of wel I over 



' ' Bishop went into office 
declaring his regime 
'revolutionary' and 

befriending Cuba. '' 

200 persons. In the end the U.S.
backed candidate Edward Seaga won 
over one of those who had broken jthe 
diplomatic isolation of Castro's Cuba. 
In Antigua, the regime of Vere Bird 
swept into power on an anti-Commu
nist bandwagon . Tom Adams sup
planted Errol Barrow in Barbados, and 
in St. Vincent, the ultra~onservative 
admin istration of Milton Cato rode 
into office. 

In Dominica, the leftist party in 
office engaged in a period of self-de
struction, allowing the conservative 
Eugenia Charles to gain an easy 
victory, while later in St. Luc ia, in the 
kind of infighting reminiscent of the 
demise of both the Dominica Labor 
Party and the New Jewel Movement of 
Grenada, a conservative party under 
John Compton took power. 

All those administrations, in one 
way or the other beholden to the 
United States, invited the Reagan 
administration to invade Grenada, 
and by contributing 300 troops, parti
cipated in the event. One half of the 
troops came from Jamaica, and twcr
thirds of the remainder came from 
Barbados. 

The Maurice Bishop Regime 

In the meantime, official U.S. policy 
toward the Maurice Bishop regime, 
which in March, 1979, had taken 
power from a local dictator in a 
bloodless coup (the first in the En
glish-speaking Caribbean), was one of 
keeping it at a distance. Bishop went 
into office declaring his regime "revo-
1 utionary" and befriending Cuba. 
Soon he was getting Cuban assistance 
to build an international runway for an 
airport, while Cuban teachers, medi
cal personnel and military advisers 
were taking up abode in Grenada. 

At the same time as the Grenada 
regime's rhetoric became increasingly 
" anti-imperialistic", the United States 
became more hostile toward Grenada, 
seeking to block all forms of economic 
support. The U.S., for example, at
tempted to block international loans 
for construction of the Grenada airport 
on the grounds that it wou Id be used by 
the Soviets for military purposes. 

Just as U .S. policy of isolation 
toward Cuba in the 1960's became 
counter productive and drove Cuba 

more deeply into the Soviet camp, the 
U.S. policy toward Grenada appeared 
to drive it more and more into the arms 
of Fidel Castro. 

Meanwhile, the allies of the United 
States in the Caribbean , Barbados and 
Jamaica in particular, became more 
and more critical of the Bishop regime. 
They demanded its expulsion from the 
Caribbean Community, that it hold 
free elections (which it promised to do 
after a period of mass re-education) ; 
that it return to complete freedom of 
the press, and that it respect human 
rights by releasing some political 
prisoners, some of them cohorts of the 
former dictator, Eric Gairy. 

Maurice Bishop, like Manley and 
Barrow before him, soon began to 
complain about a United States gov
ernment policy of destabilization 
against his government, claiming a 
three-pronged attack: destabi I ization 
through propaganda and mis-infor
mation; destabilization through eco
nomic means and destabilizat ion 
through military means accompanied 
by terror. 

The Bishop regime cautioned the 
Grenada populace continually about 
the threat ofa United States invasion of 
their country to put down their revolu
tion and complained to international 
institutions that U .S. military maneu
vers in the Caribbean region were 
dress rehearsals for the eventual inva
sion of Grenada. 

Similarly, soon after the Bishop 
regime assumed power a number of 
bombings a.nd attempted killings 
aimed at the leadership of the revolu
tion occurred in St. George, the capital 
of Grenada. One bombing occurred at 
a rally in St. George which all the 
senior figures of the government were 
to have attended. Both Bishop and the 
present Governor General , Pau I 
Scoon, narrowly escaped death when 
an explosion destroyed the viewing 
stand only minutes before their arrival. 

The explosion killed and maimed 
some who attended the rally, includ
ing school children, and sent shock 
waves throughout the Caribbean 
Commonwealth where political wars 
had until then been fought mainly with 
harsh words. It seemed clear that a 
new political tactic had emerged : 
elimination by death of one's political 
enemies. 

Cuba's Castro (bottom, preceding page) 
and, above, Grenada's Bishop. 

Over the years the West Ind ies, 
inc lud ing Grenada, has produced a 
number of national ists and patriots 
bent on liberation for Caribbean peo
ples. The efforts of the Trinidad ian 
George Padmore in helping to bring 
about the liberation of Africa, and his 
pan-African zeal, have been well 
chronicled . So too have the explo its of 
the Jamaican pioneer, Marcus Garvey, 
whose " back to Africa movement" in 
the 1920's and 1930's ra ised the 
pol it ical consciousness of the Black 
Americans and the Caribbeans. 

Less heralded, however, are the 
deeds of such liberationists as Eben
ezer Duncan of St. Vincent, Cec i l 
Rawle of Dominica, Captain Arthu r 
Cipriani ofTrinidad and the Guyanese 
Robert Critchlow, the Kittian Hope 
Stevens and the Barbad ian W . A. 
Crawford . 

T. Albert Marryshaw was a Grena
dian who in the depression years of the 
1930's, when there were insurrections 
from Jamaica to Trinidad aga inst the 
British , organi zed an unofficial confer
ence of West Indians in Grenada and 
called for Caribbean integration and 
demanded representative government 
from the imperial power. He had as his 
ally the fiery Grenadian orator and 
trade union ist Uri ah Butler. 

In these persona lities and others lay 
the genesis of one strand of modern 
Caribbean pol itics . Their efforts laid 
the foundation for today's politi ca l 
entities. They began the trade union 
movements in the l 930's that blos
somed into the pol itical part ies that 
eventually won independence for the 
islands. 

lntegration ists such as Bishop, who 
bel ieve that members of one African 
famil y have scattered to different 
islands after making the dark journey 
across the Atlantic in a slave ship, fee l 
strongly that barriers of language and 
national ism must be overcome. In
deed, even such conservative politi
cians as Edward Seaga have made 
pleas to Caricom for inc lusion of the 
Spanish-speaki ng Dominican Repub-
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lie, and French-speaking Haiti and 
Dutch-speaking Surinam have indi
cated interests in joining. 

The call for economic and social 
justice, the building of indigenous 
political institutions, the demand for 
constitutional reforms, made earl ier 
by Grenadians Marryshaw and Butler 
was heeded by Bishop, certainly not 
the last in a line of political crusaders . 
But a major source of friction between 
Bishop and more traditional Caribbe
an leaders was the concept and 
practice of democracy, especially as 
practised in the English-speaking Ca
ribbean, where there has not been a 
long tradition of democracy. 

Bishop deplored, and rejected , the 
lack of participation by the masses in 
the government decision making ex
cept in the election itself. He decried 
this imitation of Westminster-style 
par I iamentary democracy as " five 
minutes every five years democracy" . 

By that expression he referred to the 
time it takes the average elector to 
vote. The Grenada revolution abo
lished that form of " ceremonial " 
democracy and put in its place a 

system of popular representation in 
which the masses, at the village level , 
and parish level , were to have a greater 
input into the decision-making pro
cess, for example, by taking part in 
determining the components of the 
national budget. 

What Kind of Constitutions? 

At the same time Bishop, himself a 
trained British lawyer out of the West 
Indian middle-class, established a 
constitutional commission made up of 
respected Caribbean jurists, to prepare 
a constitution to formally institutiona
lize the new system and eventually to 
have elections . 

Not the winning of political inde
pendence, but the terms of indepen
dence, the provisions of the constitu
tions, are always the most divisive 
issues to face the new states of the 
Commonwealth Caribbean. The rea
son: it comes down to a question of 
who controls, in what manner, with 
what legal backing. 

Every opposition party at indepen
dence argued that the new constitution 

of its island was providing too much 
power to the government, not enough 
to the people, and what was being 
established was dictatorship by a 
cabinet, or through one person, the 
prime minister. 

This was certainly the case in 
Grenada where one of the main issues 
was the undemocratic nature of the 
constitution ~specifically the lack of 
guarantees against human rights vio
lations. Bishop among others was 
making the point when the Eric Gairy 
dictatorship tried through physical 
violence to repress them. What 
emerged in Grenada was the deepen
ing of a dictatorship under Gairy and 
the most flagrant form of election 
rigging that maintained the Gairy party 
in power. 

The New Jewel Movement, led by 
Bishop and his Provisional Revolu
tionary Government, put an end to that 
kind of system. Yet other interests 
inside and outside the region opposed 
their attempts at political and consti
tutional reform. 

So while opposition within the 
Caribbean to Bishop was partly based 



on preservation and enlightened self 
interest on the part of many politicians, 
opposition to him from outside, partic
ularly by the United States, was on 
ideological grounds and the fear of the 
Cuban threat. 

This opposition was enunciated in 
the United States government policy 
speech, delivered by President Reagan 
to the Organization of American States 
in Washington in 1982, during which 
he announced his Caribbean Basin 
Initiative. 

It was a carrot and stick approach to 
fore ign policy in which the main 
outlines of policy developed by the 
previous administration would be 
hardened. The friends of the adminis
tration would be rewarded handso
mely in financ ial and economic aid, as 
well as military credits; the enemies 
would be punished . 

The administration began a series of 
military maneuvers in the Caribbean 
and encouraged the creation and 
establishment of military pacts and 
defense agreements between its allies. 
For example, in 1982 the islands of the 
Commonwealth Caribbean's Wind-

' 'If nothing else is certain 
... the Commonwealth Caribbean 

can never be the same again. ' ' 

ward and Leeward Islands, excluding 
Grenada , entered into a defense 
agreement with Barbados, an instru
ment sti 11 to be ratified by the 
parliaments in the territories . 

The United States and some of its 
allies in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) , mainly the 
West Germans and the British, began 
training fledgling armies, and the 
United States supplied military hard
ware, including patrol boats and 
helicopters, to protect against smug
gling or mercenary raids by outsiders. 

Indeed, one treaty whicf-i the islands 
entered into, the Organization of East 
Caribbean States (OECS) Treaty that 
included Grenada, was little more 
than an extended trade agreement, 
arising out of the East Caribbean 
Common Market association that was 
the umbrella organization which is
sued the islands' currency, and pro
vided f.or cooperation in trade matters. 
The OECS extended the association to 
protect members against invasion 
from outside the area, but above all 
required unaminity for collective secu
rity provisions to be exercised. 

The terms of this treaty were invoked 
by the members to invade Grenada. 

Military Solutions for Political Problems 

So while the Caribbean Basin Initia
tive, essentially an aid, trade and 
investment proposal for the al lies of 
the U.S. in the region and promising 
one-way free trade from the Caribbe
an in certain products for a 12-year 
period, held out some positive eco
nomic benefits, it had its dangers in the 
military solutions it proposed for es
sentially political problems. 

Sally Shelton, a former United States 
Ambassador to the Eastern Caribbean 
countries and Barbados, perceived as 
much and cautioned the Reagan Ad
ministration that it was exaggerating 
the Cuban threat, hence Soviet influ
ence, in the region, and she advised it 
to concentrate on providing economic 
assistance to alleviate the social ill s 
accumulated over centuries of depri
vation . 

Poor housing (far left) and a grim econom· 
ic picture generally plague Grenada aRd 
most other islands. Woman (left) spread
ing nutmeg drying in the sun is one of the 
fortunate ones to be working in time of 
high unemployment. 

That advice was ignored and the 
Reagan policy led to mi litary inter
vention in Grenada. That decision will 
have severe repercussions. It wi 11 
alienate many of the region 's young, 
though immediately it will cheer the 
older and more conservative. It has, in 
addition, tremendous implications on 
the international scene, as it seems to 
provide justi f ication for neighboring 
states to invade recalcitrants . Com
monwealth members are al read y 
weighing the implication of thi s doc
trine in southern Africa, and they find it 
disturbing, to say the least, that both 
the United States and the Soviet Union 
must resort to force to settle their 
political problems. 

All that Garvey, Marryshaw, Wi l
liams and Manley had pressed for over 
a long period of ti me in one act was 
thrown away. Right-wing govern
ments by " inviting" the United States 
into Grenada " to install democracy" 
have handed the United States the 
right to oversee their affairs . They have 
returned to a state of political depen
dency, although in a different form, 
w ith a different mentor. 

By looking outside the region for a 
solution-something more progress
ive governments had avoided-they 
created an irreparable division in 
Caricom, the one West Indian institu
tion beside the cricket team to wh ich 
the average West Indian looks for 
eventual integration . 

For now there wi 11 have to be 
reduced political vi sion for the trust on 
which Caricom was based has been 
dissipated . It w ill now revert to what it 
was as the Caribbean Free Trade 
Association (Carifta), merely a trade 
association . 

So if nothing else is certain , the 
number one casualty of the Grenada 
fi asco is Caricom. It has become a 
casualty of United States hegemony in 
the Caribbean . The Commonwealth 
Caribbean can never be the same 
again . Like th eir Latin A merica n 
neighbors they w i ll have to live, if not 
under the gun then under its shad
ow. • 

M i lton Benjami n, a university lecturer 
and free lance journalist based in New 
York, is a native of An tigua w ho has 
covered Cari bbean affai rs fo r many years. 
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CONTACT 
A Telephone Ministry that Makes a Difference 

Dennis R. Gable 



'' ... It is vital to call 
loneliness an opponent 
of life's pilgrimage.'' 

H ave you ever been lonely? Most 
people, if not all , have experi

enced periods of loneliness and isola
tion in their lives. For an increasing 
number of people, loneliness is be
coming more than just a temporary 
circumstance, but it is a daily personal 
problem. It is therefore not surprising 
that during the holidays, those who are 
lonely often suffer from intensified 
negative feelings. 

The telephone rings. A trained 
volunteer answer, " Hello, this is 
CONTACT. May I help you?" 

The voice on the other end of the 
line gives the sad scenario: "I hate the 
holidays. It's always so lonely. It brings 
back thoughts of the days when we 
were all together-my husband, my 
children and many friends. That was 
many years ago. Now my husband is 
gone. My children live hundreds of 
miles away. I do talk to them on the 
telephone Christmas Day, but that 
makes me miss them even more. So, I 
just sit here, waiting for the hours to 
pass, wondering if anyone really cares 
about me any more." 

This kind of conversation is a 
common one at over 100 locations 
across the United States. Trained lay 
men and women volunteer their time 
to a ministry of caring and listening via 
the telephone. This ministry, called 
CONTACT Teleministries, provides a 
listening ear to lonely persons. Volun
teers who receive a minimum of 50 
hours of training before they "go on 
the line" make themselves available 
by telephone day-and-night, 365 
days a year, responding to all types of 
human pain . One of the most frequent 
types of calls received at CONTACT 
centers is from those who are lonely. 

Facts About Loneliness 

New studies are showing some 
disturbing yet informative facts about 
loneliness in American society. Dr. 
James J. Lynch relates the results of 
data concerning loneliness in his work 
entitled, The Broken Heart: The Medi
cal Consequences of Loneliness(Basic 

Some of the most frequent calls are 
from those who are lonely and have 
feelings of isolation and estrangement. 
Other calls may be from alcoholics and 
older persons. 

Books, Inc. , New York, 1977). In 
presenting the thesis of his work, Dr. 
Lynch says: 

"An entire generation has been 
raised to believe that dieting, exercise, 
inoculations, and other forms of pre
ventive care are the means to avoid 
disease and premature death . The idea 
that another crucial element influenc
ing well-being is the ability to live 
together-to maintain human rela
tions-seems strangely 'unscientific' 
to our age .... Loneliness and isolation 
can literally 'break your heart' ." 

Throughout his work, Dr. Lynch 
gives documentation to the fact that 
medical physicians are now recogniz
ingthatthe physical health of individu
als depends not only on such things as 
genetics, exercise and diet, but also to 
a large extent upon the social, emo
tional, and mental well-being of the 
person. Irregardless of age, loneliness 
and feelings of isolation and estrange
ment are proving to be physical 
disablers, even causing death . 

Dr. Harold C. Warlick, Jr. , in his 
book, Conquering Loneliness(Word 
Books, 1979), says: 

" .. . It is vital to call loneliness an 
opponent of life's pilgrimage. In the 
face of those forces which rob us of 
meaningful activity and relationships, 
the presence of community becomes a 
necessity. Without the abundance of 
shared experiences and symbols, we 
never experience the security of caring 
and being cared for by brothers and 
sisters in the walk from our birth to our 
grave. Without others to share fear 
with us, stand by us in solidarity, and 
create the security of group rewards, 
we operate at a tremendous disadvan
tage in our efforts to conquer loneli
ness. The founders ofour religion have 
long recognized the potency of 
community . In fact, the word religion 
is taken from the Latin word religare 
meaning 'to bind together' ." 

Holidays, A Time of intensity 

Every year, the whole month of 
December is affectionately thought of 
as the holiday season. Extending from 
Thanksgiving Day through New Year's 
Day, it is by far the largest segment of 
the calendar to be considered "holi
day" . The holiday season actually 
extends into three months (November, 

Lay men and 
women 
as these 
volunteer 
their time to a 
ministry of caring 
and listening. 

December, and January) and lasts 
about thirty-five days, almost one
tenth of the year. 

" Holiday" comes from the Old 
English language. Its root is from the 
word " Haligdaeg," meaning " Holy 
Day," a day fixed by law or custom on 
which business is suspended in com
memoration of some historical holy 
event. Although every day during the 
ho lidays cannot in itself be considered 
a " holy day", this span of thirty-five 
days includes several major national 
and religious festivals. It includes 
Thanksgiving Day (a four day holiday 
weekend); Hanukkah (a Jewish Feast 
of Dedication and Lights, comme
morating the restoration of the temple 
in Jerusalem and the victory of Judas 
Maccabeus, lasting eight days); Ad
vent (the Season of Antic ipation and 
Preparation in the Christian year com
memorating the coming of the Christ 
Child , lasting anywhere from twenty
one to twenty-nine days); Christmas 
Day and New Year's Day. 

Over the years, the holiday season 
has become, for many, a period of 
high mental , emotional , physical and 
spiritual intensity. There is no other 
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time of the year quite like it. 
CONT ACT Telephone Volunteers 

throughout the United States become 
familiar with the results of the reality of 
this high intensity of feelings . CON
T ACT receives many calls throughout 
the year from people who are ex
periencing this reality. During the 
hol iday season, the lonely begin to feel 
lonelier, the depressed become even 
more depressed and the poor begin to 
even feel poorer in spirit. During the 
holidays, broken relationships often 
seem more painful, separation from 
loved ones more acute and many have 
thoughts of suicide. 

While much of the rest of society 
takes off work, close down offices, 
lock doors of business and go home for 
the holidays, CONTACT ministries 
remain open and accessible. " We' re 
here all the time, day-and-night, 
every day of the year. We are a 
ministry of presence and accessibili
ty," said one anonymous CONTACT 
Volunteer. 

CONTACT Telephone Ministry Makes 
A Difference 

The over 100 CONT ACT centers 
across the country respond to lonely 
persons all year long. In many cases, 
the loneliness that is experienced 
throughout the year becomes more 
intense during the holidays. CON
T ACT volunteers are trained to be 
good listeners, helping the caller to 
identify what he/she is really feeling 
and to learn from those feelings. 

The CONT ACT model for crisis 
intervention telephone ministry ori 
ginated in Sydney, Australia, in 1963, 
when the Rev. Alan Walker of Syd
ney's Central Methodist Mission 
founded the LIFE LINE. From Sydney, 
the idea spread and came to the United 
States in the late sixties. In 1968, the 
Joint Executive Committee of the 
Boards of Evangelism of the Methodist 
and Evangelical United Brethren 
Churches sponsored a consultation 
with Alan Walker in Nashville, Ten
nessee. The meeting was for the 
purpose of considering possibilities 
with respect to the development of 
LIFE LINE ministries in the United 
States. As a result of this consultation a 
Council for Telephone Ministries was 
formed and the Board of Evangelism of 

175 CENTERS 
IN TEN COUNTRIE~ 

Loneliness does not discriminate; all ages (as the two women on opposite page) 
are potential victims. Larson (above, left) and Gable (right) serve over 100 
CONT ACT ministries across the country. 

The United Methodist Church agreed 
to sponsor the Council as an ecumen
ical effort to encourage the develop
ment of CONT ACT-the name offi
cially chosen by the Council-in the 
United States. 

Since those early days, tens of 
thousands of persons have been 
trained by local CONT ACT ministries 
to be good listeners, respond to human 
pain and suffering on a person-to
person basis and assess and intervene 
in crisis situations. • 

Dr. Dennis R. Gable, Associate Di rector 
of CONTACT Telemin istries USA, Harris
burg, PA, is an ordained elder in the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. 

In 1982, the 100 CONT ACT centers 
then operating in the United States 
received 1.6 million calls for help. Of 
these calls, 21.6 percent were classi
fied as mental/emotional health con
cerns and 20.6 percent were recorded 
as having to do with interpersonal 
relationships. 

CONTACT Teleministries USA, the 
national office and organization, has 
been accepted as an Advance Special 
program by the General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Meth
odist Church . For more information 
about the telephone ministry of CON
TACT in the United States, write to the 
Rev. Robert E. Larson, Jr., Executive 
Director, or Dr. Dennis R. Gable, 
Associate Director, CONTACT Tele
ministries, USA, Pouch A., Harris
burg, PA 17105-1300. • 
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INTERVIEW: 
D. Frederick Wertz 
Bishop Hopes General 
Conference Will Recognize 
Responsibility for the 
Present and the Future 
while Celebrating the Past. 

Winston H. Taylor 

A bishop's responsibility includes 
both building the community of 

faith and being part of a Christian 
presence in public life. That's the 
feeling of Bishop D. Frederick Wertz, 
since 1980 leader of United Method
ism's Washington, D .C. area. 

In an interview for NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK, Bishop Wertz empha
sized three outstanding needs of the 
church-to have " all kinds of leader
ship," to stand for what is right in terms 
of moral values " even though it may 
be in opposition to government posi
tions" and to do a more effective job in 
communicating such stands to its 
membership. 

As host bishop for the 1984 General 
Conference, to meet in May in Balti
more, Bishop Wertz expressed hope 
that the Bicentennial conference 
would recognize its responsibility for 
the present and future as wel I as for the 
past. Such responsibility, he added, 
includes continuing to be faithful to 
the Gospel , to be prophetic and to care 
for those in need. 

What do you see as the primary 
public role for the bishop of the 
Washington Area? 

One of six major emphases in my 
definition of my role as a bishop is in 
terms of what I call Christian presence 
in public life. That's meant to pick up 
on everything I do outside the struc
tures of the church itself. 

Sometimes that's just appearance at 
one sort of event or another where my 
presence is a symbol of the church. But 
another way is direct contact with 
persons in government. In th is admin
istration that's not particularly easy to 
do. 

We've had some success with that, 
and I keep working away at it in 
contacts with congressmen, with sen
ators, with members of the president's 
cabinet, and with other persons in 
responsible positions of leadership. 

I do a good bit of that just through 
correspondence and telephone con
tacts, but some also in terms of 
personal visits with the people. 

Then occasionally I get involved in 
issue-oriented types of things, such as 
press conferences on the nuclear 
freeze. 

When you' re talking with members 
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of Congress or the Cabinet, do you 
have any particular issues in mind, or 
is it a presence? 

It goes both ways. Sometimes I'm 
concerned about particular issues. 
The nuclear freeze was one of those, 
and I made numerous contacts in the 
Congress on the issue, because I've 
been active in the whole issue of peace 
with justice. 

But sometimes it's just to establish 
relationships, to allow those persons to 
know who I am and to al low me an 
opportunity to pick their brains on 
what is important to them . 

Have you had any feedback as a 
result of that- any members of Con
gress calling to ask for or give advice? 

Yes, I have. I've had calls from Bob 
Edgar (PA) in the House, because I 
know Bob best-he was a student of 
mine. I've had communication with 
Congressman Berkley Bede I I (IA) be
cause he's the father of Ken Bedell , a 
pastor in Peninsula Conference. He's 
very interested in world-wide issues. 

A National Capital Area? 

At one time a pastor in Northern 
Virginia suggested there ought to be a 
national capital area of the church, 
that would be primarily the district and 
the immediate area, so the bishop 
would have a smaller area to work 
with and could be more of a public 
figure. What do you think of that idea? 

The answer depends on what you 
see the role of the bishop to be. I think 
it's true that the Washington Area as 
presently constituted is too large to 
allow the bishop to do the things the 
area expects of him and still make a 
major impact on the city of Washing
ton and its governmental agencies. 

One of the strengths of our church 
has been that, across the years, the 
bishops who serve in Washington 
have had different kinds of strengths. 
They're not all alike. I think that's 
good . If we were to establish an area as 
just a Washington area and charge that 
bishop w ith just responsibi I ity for 
Christian presence in public life, the 
church would miss a lotofotherthings 
that might happen. But with the 
rollover of bishops, we have had : 

G. Bromley Oxnam, who was a 
world-wide figure and who stood up 



against the forces of government that 
were encroaching on the institutions of 
faith . 

John Wesley Lord, who was actively 
involved in the '60s in the racial 
struggle and took the blows, because 
that was an issue in this area. 

James Mathews, who had a world
wide vision coming out of his own 
missionary background that allowed 
him to bring a particular kind of 
dimension to this job. 

All of those persons were criticized 
within the area because they "didn't 
spend any time in it. " They were 
traveling overseas, or they were doing 
this for the government or they were 
doing this for racial equality. 

When I came to the Washington 
Area, I had a deep interest in public 
life, but I had a strong feeling that the 
area needed some pastoral care, some 
presence within the churches, some 
celebration of the Gospel, some shar
ing of the community of faith. I guess I 
wou Id say that I have put more 
emphasis upon the building of the 
community of faith and trust in the area 
than I have in trying to hitthe headlines 
with major economic or political 
pronouncements. 

I hit the press a little when I first 
came to town, but my normal stance is 
notto issue public pronouncements on 
every issue that comes along. (I had 
some of that in West Virginia.) 

But I think the church needs all kinds 
of leadership, and we bring different 
kinds of strengths to an area. 

Overseas Mission and the 
U.S. Government 

As a former president of the General 
Board of Global Ministries, what 
would you say about how the overseas 
mission effort of the church might be 
more closely related to U.S. govern
ment activities overseas? Should there 
be more ties or fewer? 

It seems to me that the cleaner we 
keep our church's ministry in foreign 
lands from government involvement, 
the better off we are. 

Human need is universal, and it 
exists in free countries as well as in 
countries dominated by dictatorial 
governments. The church needs to 
minister to need wherever it is, without 
regard to the political persuasion of 

people who are in need. You can do 
that more cleanly if you separate 
yourself from the government in
volved. 

Now I know there have been times 
when there have been overlaps of 
government aid and church aid, and I 
suspect you can't evade al I of that, but 

' ' Where we've made 
mistakes, we ought to try 
to correct them. We don't 
dare make the claim that 
we are so perfect we are 
above criticism and 
change. '' 
I like to see the church standing on its 
own feet in terms of its ministry and 
mission to the needy peoples of the 
world . 

When we come into some of the 
other issues of social involvement, 
how do you speak to the issue of peace 
with justice without impinging on 
government policy? Or how do you 
address the question of deployment of 
missiles in Europe, as a moral issue, 
without impinging on government 
policy that is determined to put 
missiles in Europe? 

Sometimes you just have to stand for 
what you believe is right in terms of the 
moral values of the universe, even 
though it may be in opposition to 
government positions. 

Do you think the church does an 
effective job in taking stands like those 
on moral issues involving the govern
ment? 

Yes, I think it does an effective job. 
That's part of the reason it draws the 
criticism it does from publications and 
television shows. If you' re not saying 
anything of significance, people can 
ignore you, but , if you ' re really 
speaking to criticial issues, you cannot 
be so easily ignored. 

Do you think the church is doing an 
effective job in trying to get to its own 
people its positions that are so contro
versial? 

Well, not nearly as effective as it 
ought to be. The whole question of 
communication in the church has 
plagued it as long as I've been part of it. 
How do you get the word down to the 
grassroots, the local congregation? 

People don't read an awfu l lot, 
therefore the printed media do not 
really reach the bulk of the member
ship. Lots of congregations are afraid 
to touch controvers ial issues, so that 
the minister may just refra in from 
raising the issue, because he or she 
doesn't want to get involved in con
flict. 

We need to work all the time at 
doing a better job of interpreting the 
role of the church in the world . That 
means communicating it in more 
effective ways. 

Do you have anything special in 
mind? 

We could be using telev ision much 
more effectively than we are. People 
are watch ing television; they spend a 
lot of t ime in front of the TV tube, and 
the church needs to expand its pro
gram of communication through the 
television medium. 

What do you think is the best way to 
answer, or to deal with, attacks like 
those from 'Reader's Digest' or 60 
Minutes? 

I th ink we need to be able to adm it 
thatsometimeswe make mistakes. I've 
been bothered by some of our re
sponse to Reader's Digest and 60 
Minutes, by saying our hands are 
perfectly clean when, in fact, that is 
not true. I think we need to be honest 
w ith our consti tuency and admit that 
the church is a human agency. It is the 
body of Christ, but it sometimes fa lters 
and fails. 

But I do think we have the responsi
bi lity to affirm that the Gospel is our 
primary loyalty and that every sys
tern-€conomic, political , social
comes under the judgment of God . We 
haven't, perhaps, always been even
handed in that interpretation, and I 
think perhaps we could be more 
even-handed w ith our cri ticism and 
our praise. 

Where we've made mistakes, we 
ought to try to correct them. We don't 
dare make the claim that we are so 
perfect we are above criticism or 
change. 

Do you have any suggestions of 
ways in which United Methodists in 
government service could use their 
experience to benefit the church? 
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That's another of the major areas of 
my concern-what I call human re
sources development-because we 
don' t develop the human resources 
within the church. 

It is amazing to me to discover the 
talent that rests in local congregations. 
It isn't being used there, and as a 
consequence we don't even know 
about it on the district or annual 
conference or area level. As I travel 
around the area, I try to identify those 
people and put them into a process 
where they can begin to get involved 
in the life of the church. 

Some of them, of course, have 
major problems. Government service 
is a demanding service, and they don't 
have an awful lot of free time. 
Frequently, we invite persons to 
meetings that are poorly planned and 
badly run . Strong lay persons are 
" turned off" by situations in which 
they do not understand why they have 
been invited to come anyway, and we 
waste a lot of resources that way. 

Advocacy and Reconciliation 

Out of your Charleston, West Vir
ginia, experience, do you have any 
ideas what the church can do to meet 
the threats of book- burning, Klan 
violence and similar extremism? 

I think the church has to take strong 
stands on controversial issues and not 
be afraid of the consequences. 

When controversy arises, there are 
different roles that need to be played in 
crisis intervention . Sometimes the 
church needs to be out in front as an 
advocate. Sometimes it needs to be in 
a conciliatory stance where it helps to 
bring opposing forces together and 
resolve their differences. 

You can't assume both roles on the 
same issue. You can't be an advocate 
and a reconciler on the same issue. 

In the book-burning in West Vir
ginia, the church took a reconciling 
position , trying to protect the commu
nity from tearing itself apart. 

On the Klan issue, the church took a 
very strong position against the Klan, 
against those groups that were ter
roriz ing the community . 

Looking back, I think they were the 
right roles to play. And I think they 
were effective and saved Charleston 
from some violence. 

What do you see as moral aspects of 
the United States' involvement in 
world development? 

I think of peace with justice as a 
moral issue, and my conviction is that 
what we' re doing in this country now 
in the build-up of military might is not 
in the best interests of world peace. 

I'm concerned with the issue of 
human rights, and I th ink our govern
ment has a tendency to allow human 
rights to be overshadowed by political 
advance. If a particular government 
seems to be sympathetic to the U.S. 
government or supportive of U.S. 
government policy, we are not so 
concerned about human rights there. 
Human rights seems to me to be a 
universal issue, and it ought not to be 
affected by political exigencies. But I 
see this happening. 

One of my concerns, of course, is 
with hunger. That is a moral issue. And 
the United States has not always taken 
a stand in behalf of what appear to be 
Christian values on the issue. 

Those are just some of the values 
that I think the church needs to speak 
to on a world-wide scale. And we find 
ourselves at time in conflict with the 
official position of the U.S. govern
ment on some of those issues. 

What about some of the domestic 
issues? 

The same thing is true. It just seems 
to me unconscionable that we should 
be spending such exorbitant sums of 
money for weapons and not have 
money available for the poor, the 
unemployed, the distressed, the hun
gry. 

That issue, of course, is waged in the 
halls of Congress. There are persons 
there who feel very strongly for social 
programs, but the president of the 
United States is not on that side of the 
issue. He sees human need somehow 
as something the churches can take 
care of, or the private agencies can 
take care of. It's a mammoth proposi
tion-far beyond their potential. 

The 1984 Genera I Conference 

The 1984 General Conference is 
coming up pretty fast. What is going to 
be different about this session because 
it is the bicentennial of our church? 

I would hope that when General 
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Conference meets in Baltimore it will 
meet with full awareness of its history. 
I wou Id hope that we do not make it a 
General Conference that will cele
brate its history without recognizing its 
responsibility for the present and the 
future. We do have a history to 
celebrate, but we have a current day in 
which the church must function, and 
we have a third century that we ought 
to be projecting ourselves into. 

Now I don't know how that will 
affect issues such as the ordained 
ministry or homosexuals or women or 
the ethnic minority local church or 
others that you get emotional head-
1 i nes with. 

Our church has a long-time com
mitment to women in ministry, and 
that ought not to be a controversial 
issue in 1984. Yet there may be 
thousands of local congregations 
across the church that would resist the 
appointment of a woman. 

What difference will the achieve
ment of survival to its 200th anniver
sary mean to the church? 

Well, it's something to celebrate. 
After all , from that handful of preach
ers who met in Lovely Lane in 
Baltimore 200 years ago a great 
world-wide church has grown. 

But that invovles certain responsibi
lities-to continue to be faithful to the 
Gospel, to preach the word, to be 
prophetic, to reach out, to care for 
those in need, those who are op
pressed, those who are poor. 

I think it becomes a very substantial 
launching platform for our third cen
tury of ministry. We will be chal
lenged, I am sure, to the ministry of 
church extension, having lost so many 
members in the last ten years. The 
obvious end to that kind of process, if it 
is not reversed , is the death of the 
denomination. You cannot continue 
to lose members every year indefinite
ly and still exist. So I think this General 
Conference wi 11 try to make that a 
substantial launching platform for an 
evangelistic thrust, to try to retrieve 
some of the initiative. • 

Winston H. Taylor, a long-time execu
ti ve of UM Commun ications, is a free
lance w riter based in Washington , D.C. 



0 n a Wisconsin winter, people 
who cannot afford sufficient 

clothing face suffering of serious di
mensions. In Appleton, Wisconsin, 
and nearby communities of the Fox 
River Valley, many poor people are 
warmer because of the efforts of a 
dedicated and capable United Meth
odist, JoAnn Ross. 

The wife of a teacher and coach at 
Appleton East High School, she serves 
on a volunteer basis as director of the 
Community Clothes Closet, an agency 
that distributes free clothing to those in 
need. Though coats and mittens in 
wintertime are especially needed, the 
Closet operates throughout the year 
and offers clothing of all types, in
cluding shoes and underwear. Most of 
it is used clothing that has been turned 
over by previous wearers, but some, 
particularly the children's clothing in 
heavy demand, is made by volunteer 
sewing and knitting circles. 

Ms. Ross, a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Appleton, was 
president of the local unit of Church 
Women United in 1980 when it 
appeared the Closet might be lost. It 
had been started in 1976 by a congre
gation of the Worldwide Church of 
God, which found space for the Closet 
in a county health center. By 1980, it 
had given away more than 25,000 
pieces of clothing and had become a 
vital resource for hundreds of people. 
But the sponsoring congregation was 
small, and when it lost the Closet 
volunteer coordinator in 1980, it 
decided that trying to keep the project 
going was more than it could manage. 

Members of Church Women United 
began asking themselves what they 
could do to salvage this service that 
had become so important to their 
community. Among those who espe
cially relied on it were a large number 
of Hmong Laotians who had been 
resettled in the area, and who were 
experiencing great difficulty in finding 
ways to make a living. Migrant work
ers who came up from Mexico de
pended on the Closet. It also served 
many single parents, elderly people 
and others unable to buy enough 
clothing. And it met emergency needs 
such as clothes for people who lost 
their homes by fire. 

With Ms. Ross taking the lead and 
volunteering her service as director, 

This Closet 
Fills ffiony Needs 

Wisconsin Community 
Clothes Project 
Aids Over 
700 Households 

by ffiorgoret Houk 

Her shopping cart is a box. 
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the members of Church Women Unit
ed enlisted other community groups 
and reopened the Closet. They got the 
cooperation of the Red Cross, Salva
tion Army, Goodwill, St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, and the county Social 
Services Department. Each of these 
organizations named representatives 
to the Closet's 15-member board. 
Other board members represent vol
unteers working at the Closet and also 
Hmong refugees and other people 
served by it. 

An operation handing out free 
clothing is of course subject to abuse. 
One man given a jacket was shortly 
thereafter at a bar sel Ii ng it-and not to 
get money for food. A woman who 
received some clothing was later 
found including it in a rummage sale 
she was holding. 

A Well-Organized System 

Such cases are rare, however, be
cause a well-organized system has 
been set up to insure fair distribution to 
those with legitimate need. The spon
soring agencies determine which fa
milies and individuals should be au
thorized to receive clothing from the 
Closet, and each one is given an 
"authorization card." Churches of the 
area and some other local bodies are 
also able to designate people to be 
helped . 

Each of the authorized recipients, 
known as clients, receives a simple 
identification card . The Closet also 
keeps a clothing card for each client, 
and records the items given so that it 
can act with some measure of equality. 

The Closet is run by a staff of about 
40 . Each church represented in 
Church Women United is asked to 
provide two volunteers for help with 
sorting and distribution. Volunteers 
are also recruited through radio and 
newspaper publicity . And some assist
ance is provided by clients. 

More than 100,000 items of cloth
ing have now been given away, and 
the current I ist of clients includes more 
than 700 households (families or 
individuals living alone). About a third 
of these are refugees and about ten 
percent are migrant workers . But the 
largest number are local white resi
dents. 

Just after Ms. Ross became director, 



the national recession began to get 
more severe, and calls on the Closet 
increased. The Fox Valley, which has 
a population of 150,000, depends 
heavily on paper manufacturing, and 
one ofthe paper mills closed, throwing 
many people out of work. 

When Church Women United took 
over the Closet, it had to find new 
space because the room at the health 
center was too small. A location was 
found in a former parochial school, 
now unused because of a merger with 
another school. Rent, telephone bills 
and other miscellaneous expenses are 
met by donations from churches and 
other groups. 

A local press donates the client 
cards, a company making disposable 
diapers contributes irregulars and a 
knitting factory gives seconds and 
overstocks. A Jewish lawyer donates 
legal services. 

Sometimes people contribute 
household goods such as bedding and 
dishes, which are often needed by the 
same people who need clothing, but 
the Closet remains short of space and 
tries to avoid getting deeply involved 
in anything outside its own specialty. 

One " sideline" it cannot avoid, 
however, is offering a sympathetic ear. 
" One of our biggest services is just to 
listen to people as they come in," says 
Ms. Ross. And in training volunteer 
workers at the Closet, she emphasizes 
the principle, "People come first." 

Though the Closet is open to clients 
only three days week, from 10:00a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. , it has additional hours 
for receiving donations, and there is 
much other work for a director to do. 
As a result, Ms. Ross spends as many as 
five days a week there, and may be 
working from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Her devotion to this and other 
volunteer projects won her a "Volun
teer of the Year" rating from the 
newspaper serving the Fox Valley. 

Why does she give so much time 
and energy to the Community Clothing 
Closet? With the volunteer's implicit 
conviction that those in need must be 
served, she answers, "Because there's 
no one else to do it." • 

Margaret Houk is a free-lance writer. 

''mote thQn 100,000 Items 
of clothing hQve been given QWQJ, 

Qnd the cuuent list of clients 
includes mote thQn 700 households.'' 

Mother (opposite page) 
examines shoes for her 
family. Clothes Closet 
Director JoAnn Ross (top, 
second from left) trains new 
volunteers and (bottom) 
confers with mother and 
daughter seeking assistance. 
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Banners in a service of 
celebration, displays, slide 
presentations and offering 

boxes climax a year of 
special emphasis on Africa. 
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An 
Ha1ve 

in I 
Special Doy Climaxes 
Year of Emphasis for 
Church Growth and Develo 



ffiary Hauswald 

The New Albany District of the 
South Indiana Conference set 

aside Sunday, November 14, 1982, as 
Africa Harvest Festival Day. In keeping 
with the quadrennial emphasis of 
Africa Church Growth and Develop
ment, Superintendent Samuel B. Phil
lips asked each church in the District 
to give every member a chance to 
contribute to this mission emphasis. At 
3:00 in the afternoon several hundred 
representatives of 70 churches in the 
District gathered at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in New Albany, 
Indiana, for a service of worship, 
learning, and giving. At the conclusion 
of the service, which was patterned 
after the Rupupuro (Harvest Festival) of 
Zimbabwe, it was announced that a 
total of $11,648.55 had been brought 
in for Africa. (Most of the cash came in 
thousands of coins in hundreds of 
ACGD Offering Boxes.) The New 
MidcHetown Bethany Church had 
turned in the most money per mem
ber-$9.80, and the Jeffersonville 
Wall Street Church had turned in the 
largest amount, $1,664.00. This was 
added to the $9,981.24 which had 
been sent in earlier in the year by 
various churches of the District for a 
grand total of $21,629.79 for ACGD 
and Africa Advance Specials. This far 
surpassed the goal which had been set 
at 80 per church member-$12,000 
for the 15,000 member District. 

This Africa Harvest Festival service 
climaxed a year of special emphasis on 
Africa. The Rev. Mr. Phillips, along 
with three others from the South 
Indiana Conference and twelve other 
clergy and laity from the North Central 
Jurisdicton, made a month-long trip to 
Africa in January and February, 1982. 
This trip was led by Dwight Busacca, 
Field Representative for Mission De
velopment in the North Central Juris
diction. The purpose of thetripwas "to 
see the needs of people and to observe 
what our churches were doing to meet 
those needs so that we could interpret 
Africa Church Growth and Develop
ment to local districts and churches," 
stated the Rev. Mr. Phillips. The group 
visited Zimbabwe, Kenya, Sierra 
Leone, and Senegal. 

While in Zimbabwe, the group was 
able to visit several local churches in 
rural and urban areas. One afternoon 
at Muchinjike, in an isolated rural 
area, Mr. Phillips and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Harold Neel met with church 
members at the site of their destroyed 
church. A few yards away there was a 
partial structure-and a pile of bricks, 
some made by hand and some reco
vered from the former building. Every 
time members of the congregation met 
for worship they had to pass by their 
destroyed church-and each time 
they passed, they picked up good used 
bricks and brought them to the new 
construction site. It was obvious that 
the members had little money for 
themselves or for their new church 
building, but after the informal meet
ing that afternoon, the lay leader of the 
church came forward and brought the 
visitors a gift. Wrapped in newspaper 
were some smal I packages of salt and a 
box of matches-symbols of Christ 
being the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world. "We felt we were 
forgotten," the lay leader told the 
visitors, "when for more than four 
years we had no pastor and none came 
to help us during the war. But now, we 
have hope for the future and we feel 
we can again gain back those mem
bers we lost, and add new ones. Your 
coming to us will make our church 
'live' once again. With our hands, and 
your prayers, we will build the Mu
chinjike Church." 

The American group was also able 
to visit Zimbabwe's largest United 
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$11,000, and they were hoping for 
even more this year. At the end of 
1982, word was received that the 
Highfield Church brought in over 
$18,000, and all of the churches in 
Zimbabwe brought in over $105,000. 

These experiences in Zimbabwe 
and other African countries inspired 
Mr. Phillips to bring the spirit of 
Rupupuro to the New Albany District. 
Upon his return he showed slides and 
talked of the African people to every
one who would listen, sharing in over 
seventy worship services, Sunday 
school classes, UMW meetings, 
Men's clubs and youth fellowships. In 
July he appointed a task force to plan 
forthe New Albany District Rupupuro. 
Mrs. Mary Hauswald was appointed 
chairperson; other ministers and lay 
people appointed were: the Rev. 
Curtis Hurley, the Rev. J. William 
Keith, Jr., Mrs. Joyce Lewis, the Rev. 
Beverly Perry, Mr. George Richard
son, Mrs. Joan Ritchie, and Mr. Doug 
Voyles. This committee began plan
ning for the Festival immediately. 

Each congregatrion of the district 
received enough Africa Church 
Growth and Development offering 
boxes for every family. How and when 
each church gave out the boxes and 
inspired people to put money in them 
was left to the individual church. 
Thousands of ACGD brochures and 
brochures on individual nations where 
United Methodism has work, were 
distributed to all the congregations. 

Hurley and Keith developed the 
worship service from Rupupuro ma-
terial which the Rev. Charles Miller 

Methodist congregation-the High- had used in Zimbabwe, from New 
field Church in Harare. It was here that Albany District material, and from 
Mr. Phillips became acquainted with " Things Hoped For, Meditation on 
the Rupupuro. Ten years ago the Oneness," written by Mission Interns 
Zimbabwe Church borrowed the har- of 1980-1983. 
vest celebration from their indigenous As each worshipper entered the 
culture and adapted it as a time of sanctuary they were given a small 
celebration not only for the harvest, package of salt and a book of matches. 
but also for the New Life. (see NEW During the service Mr. Phillips told the 
WORLD OUTLOOK, December, congregation of his Muchinjike expe-
1981 , and November, 1982 .) The rience and reminded all that Christ is 
offerings taken on that day have indeed the salt of the earth and the light 
become a major source of local church of the world . 
income. Mr. Phillips and others of his The service began with a proces-
group visited with one of the many sional-representatives of each con-
" sections" (house prayer groups) gregation carrying baskets of offering 
wh ich was working hard to earn boxes and persons carrying large 
money for their Rupupuro. In 1981 , banners calling attention to the Africa 
the Highfield members brought in over countries of Sierra Leone, Nigeria, 
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Zaire, Ghana, Algeria, Tunisia, Zam
bia, Kenya, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Angola, Botswana, and Liberia. The 
Rev. Nhamo Mumbiro, a former Third 
World Missioner from Zimbabwe to 
the South Indiana Conference, 
brought greetings from his country. 
The children's choir from Wall Street 
United Methodist Church sang the 
African song, "Jesu, Jesu." Scripture, 
litanies, hymns, and prayer completed 
the service of worship. 

Near the end of the Harvest Festival 
service a representative of each church 
was asked to come forward and 
receive a soapstone Zimbabwe Bird 
which Mr. Phillips had brought back 
from his trip. These birds are similar to 
the one which Mr. Phillips wears and 
will continue to weur throughout the 
quadrennium. The Zimbabwe Na
tional Emblem serves to remind him 
and all the congregations of all the 
Africans who have a new-found free
dom, of our Church here and in Africa, 
and of our commitment in Christ to 
one another. 

Following the service all in atten
dance visited together in the fellow
ship hall and spent time looking at 
displays of various African countries 
which had been made by these 
churches in the District: Canton, 
Central Barren, Crawford Consolidat
ed, Edwardsville, English, Grant Line, 
Marengo, Pfrimmer's Chapel, Salem, 
St. James, Wesley Chapel, and Jeffer
sonville Wesley. 

Though this one time celebration 
was very successful, district leaders 
are planning to continue the annual 80 
per member goal of giving to Africa 
throughout the quadrennium. Howev
er, it will be quite a surprise if giving 
surpasses this year. On November 30, 
Mr. Phillips had a visitor who said, "I 
used to support a minister who would 
go to Africa to preach. He is dead now. 
But I want to continue to help the 
church in Africa." He pulled a piece of 
paper out of his coat pocket and 
handed it to Mr. Phillips. It was a stock • 
certificate for 1,000 shares of stock. 
Market price of each share proved to 
be $23.00-a total gift of $23,000. 

• 
Mary Hauswald is chairperson of the New 
Albany District Africa Harvest Festival Task 
Force. 



Community Presence 
in an Urban Wilderness 

California Ministry Reaches Out 
to the disaffected, lonely, and unemployed. 

South Bay Hispanic Ministry of 
Presence at the Atlanti c Avenue 

United Methodist Church in Long 
Beach, CA, grew out of the General 
Conference Ethnic Minority Local 
Church priority . It began in 1978 in the 
Los Angeles Harbor area, the southern 
part of Los Angeles County, and is an 
attempt to focus personnel and re
sources in an ethnic community, to 
communicate caring concern and re
ceptivity to the hopes and fears of 
members of the community, with the 
aim of developing worshipping con
gregations from among them. 

The Rev. Leo Nieto, pastor of 
Atlantic Avenue United Methodist 
Church, describes his experiences in 
this mission in a modern urban setting 
in a report, " Phase I of South Bay 
Hispanic Ministry of Presence." His 
account expresses the desperation, 
loneliness, and anger of those who are 
different, poor and powerless, who 
live at the center of affluent cities but at 
the edge of society-people who are 
they, when the church thinks of our 
ministry to them. 

Mr. Nieto began his South Bay 
mission without a church as a base of 
operation, working out of borrowed 
office space. His street Spanish, learn
ed as a child in Texas, provided a 
useful entry to Bay area residents. His 
heritage includes both the faith of his 
Methodist preacher father and the " joy 
and exhilaration of gatherings of la 
familia ." He sought personal inter
views and group meetings in com
munities of San Pedro, Wilmington, 
Harbor City and Torrance. South Bay 
Hispanic Ministry of Presence is in
tended to encompass Seal Beach and 
Long Beach, the Harbor communities 
and beach cities of Redondo, El 
Segundo, and Manhattan Beach. Five 

By Nancy E. Sartin 

Youth worker Tom Leary (center) is himself a veterano-a survivor: reducing 
violence is the first step. 

United Methodist churches in the area 
are now involved in this program, 
which is ceritered at Atlantic Avenue 
Church where Mr. Nieto has been 
pastor for two years. 

Long Beach alone has nearly 51,000 
citizens of Spanish origin in a popula
tion of 361,000, according to 1980 
census figures . Los Angeles as a whole 
has more than 800,000 people of 
Spanish origin among its 3,000,000. 
Half a million Blacks live in Los 
Angeles, nearly 200,000 Asians and 
Pacific Islanders, and 400,000 per
sons designated by the census as other. 
Los Angeles-Long Beach is now the 
second largest metropolitan area in the 
United States, with a population ap
proaching 7.5 million . 

A Significant Hispanic Presence 

In this sprawling agglomerate of 
communities, there had not been a 
significant Hispanic project in dec
ades, although Toberman Settlement 
House in San Pedro and Latin Ameri 
can United Methodist Church in Long 
Beach are active and viable witnesses. 
Describing the idea out of which the 
South Bay project grew, Mr. Nieto 
uses the terms centripetal and centrifu
gal. A centrifugal style allows persons 
to be cast away from the center of 
community, from help, from pres
ence. "I saw many well-furnished 
empty offices of social agencies and 
pastors' studies (the strategy of putting 
out a shingle)." A centripeta l style 
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"Community 
Fragmentation 

was forcing 
ethnics into 

fierce conflict 
over turf" 

ministry draws people to the center, 
personally seeks them out, shares 
understanding, hopes and needs and 
purposes with each one. Leo Nieto 
conducted more than 2,000 inter
views in Phase I. His wife, Mary Jean, 

were urgent community issues and 
concerns, or the bereaved parents in 
Carson whose child had been killed by 
a hit-and-run driver near the school. 
Police and school officials had made 
little effort to locate the driver or to 
increase safety measures for the school 
children. Looking into this personal 
tragedy, the Nietos discovered a num
ber of related problems, many of a very 
serious nature. For example, there 
were fewer warning signs at crossings 
around the school than in areas around 
other Carson schools. There were no 
safety signs painted on the pavement, 
and no crossing guards, as there were 
for other schools nearby. 

Hispanic parent and family partici
pation in the school PT A was almost 
non-existent. School officials claimed 
Hispanics were apathetic, but parents 
said no translation into Spanish was 
provided. Mary Jean Nieto was 
amazed to discover that the school, 
with 47 percent Hispanic enrollment, 
had no bilingual teachers or staff. After 
a series of meetings with families, a 
hearing was obtained with the Carson 
City Council (the first bilingual hearing 
they had ever held). The council 
responded to parents' testimony by 
voting for all the street safety measures 
requested and for funds for crossing 
guards as well-which the parents had 
thought too much to ask for. 

The parents of the child who had 
been killed were "happiest of all the 
group" who attended the hearing
which was held on a week-day 
morning. Parents had to take time off 
from work to be there . 

The Fragility of Life 

joined his effort in the third year, Mr. Nieto describes the celebration 
conducting 500 interviews. He had to and joys of the barrio and its culture, 
overcome " an almost universal mis- but leaves no doubt about the fragility 
trust of church people who want to of life there. He tells of a wedding at 
make contacts in the community ... ! theAtlanticAvenueChurch,soonafter 
was re latively successful," he contin- the Nietos began their ministry there. 
ues, "at establishing trusting relation- The best man had been attacked and 
ships. Out ofover 2,000, a total of five severely wounded while decorating 
persons refused abso lutely to talk to the wedding cars (the traditional Mex-
me, even on the telephone. I did not ican low-riders), but the bride and 
blame these five in the slightest way groom, after spending the night at the 
and am surprised there were so few." hospital, were on time for their wed-

More typical was a bank manager ding, with a stand-in best man. In the 
who expressed gratitude that a clergy- barrios, to be alive and over 20 is to be 
man was taking time to visit him, seek a veteran~a survivor; for among the 
his opinions and listen to what he felt street gangs of Los Angeles, death by 
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violence is not unusual. 
Atlantic Avenue UMC has had 

considerable experience with street 
gangs and with inner-city young 
people in recent years . The church is a 

I 

Leo Neito: He had to overcome mistrust of 
church people. 

gracious Spanish-style structure with a 
courtyard planted with fragrant hibis
cus. Its sanctuary is more than ample 
for Sunday morning worship now. An 
Anglo congregation that numbered 
1, 100 in the SO's has mostly moved 
away. About 140 attend English lan
guage worship. Programs during the 
week focus on newer community 
residents, many of whom are Hispan
ic; but many others are Asians and 
Pacific Islanders. A children's program 
has bilingual staff. The program in 
English conversation is attended by 
several people whose first language is 
Mong. One family in the congrega
tion , the Jacosis, are from Zimbabwe. 
Being a community, a witnessing 
community, calls upon the charity and 
adaptiveness of church members and 
the wider community who share At
lantic Avenue and become part of its 
presence and spirit. This multilevel, 
multicultural amalgam has been fos
tered by the N ietos and the many 
volunteers and members at Atlantic 
Avenue. It has dimensions not fore
seen in Phase I of the South Bay 
Hispanic Ministry of Presence. 

Coming to Atlantic Avenue Church, 
Mr. Nieto was prepared to focus and 
develop the one-on-one centripetal 
style he had evolved working out 
Phase I. What he found was a commu
nity in which the fragmentation of we-



they was forcing Hispanics, Blacks, 
Cambodians, and Samoans into fierce 
conflict over turf. Cultural ascend
ancy, scarcity of jobs and housing and 
services, crime, drugs, the church 
gym-every aspect of interaction was 
a potential battleground . Where in th is 
was the presence of the Holy Spirit? 

The situation demanded more than 
South Bay's program. It called for that 
same kind of one-on-one, personal , 
time and energy consuming formation 
of bridges of commonal ity for which 
contemporary society seems so poorly 
equipped or suited . The centripetal 
method really needs everyone in a 
congregation to reach out every day to 
individuals at the edge, to listen, to 
share, to learn and teach, to draw the 
most disparate elements of the com
munity into the supportive nurturing 
center, overcoming the centrifugal 
tendency of the disaffected, the alien, 
the old, the lonely, the unemployed. 

What Can We Share? 

What can we share when we have 
no common language or past or 
customs? Ourselves, our hopes, our 
common humanity, our problems, our 
differences, and uniqueness, the pres
ence of God in our lives-all these tie 
us to one another in community, if we 
can come to appreciate and value 
these bonds. A long time member of 
Atlantic Avenue Church , Don Senex, 
shared his memories of the congrega
tion as it had been years ago. He also 
shared his delight in what the congre
gation has become. He has created a 
slide show of Atlantic Avenue's color
ful program and celebrations, includ
ing annual festivals that incorporate 
the variety and joy of cultural strains 
that enrich congregational life. He 
uses the slides to publicize Atlantic 
Avenue's programs, to promote the 
South· Bay Ministry efforts, and to raise 

GIFT WITH A FUTURE 

Efforts are 
aimed at 

freeing youth 
gangs from 
violent and 
anti-social 
behavior 

For a birthday present have you thought of giving 
a young person a gift that grows ... one that also 
helps the church to grow? Consider the stewardship 
of making a gift investment in United Methodist 
Development Fund in the name of a son, daughter 
or grandchild. 

Such a "custodial account" has been set up in 
the name of each of these smiling youngsters, 
thanks to parental thoughtfulness . The interest 
on their accounts is tax free. Rate of return for 
UMDF investors is 9%. An account can be set 
up for $100 or more and UMDF investors know 
that their money is safe. Funds can be withdrawn 
whenever needed . 

WRITE FOR A FREE PROSPECTUS AND INFORMATION 
Ms. Nova A Langston 

United Methodist Development Fund helps 
local churches obtain loans at affordable rates 
and thus enables them to expand their ministries. 

Through a gift investment you can help Christ's 
church and contribute to the future of a young 
person . 

The United Methodist Development Fund 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 303-1 H 
New York, NY 10115 
(212-870-3856 ) 

Yes, I would like additional information. 

Address ----------------

City _______ state ____ Zip ___ _ 

Your Phone Number-------------

The offering is made by Prospectus on ly, limited to states where the 
fund is exempt or registered. Call or write for a free Prospectus and 
further information. 
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funds from community groups and 
fou ndations. 

Affectionate continuity that wel
comes newcomers and new ideas is 
one strength a congregation can offer a 
cha nging com mu nity . Another is 
openness to the mysterious guidance 
of the spirit. Mr. N ieto seems pecu
liarly able to accept sudden su rprises 
and incorporate them in the overall 
structure of ministry. For instance, 
Atlant ic Avenue UMC has a vo lunteer 
youth outreach worker, Tom Leary. 
Actua lly, Tom Leary prefers to be 
ca lled the youth gang d irector. And 
that is a more accurate job description . 
H is knowledge, contacts, and intimate 
acquaintance w ith Bay Area street 
people are invaluable to the Atlantic 
Avenue congregation and to the whole 
South Bay Hispan ic M inistry . 

" I try to help them stay out of jai I and 
off drugs, keep the gangs from going to 
war," says Mr. Leary. I'm a vato 
(veterano) mysel f. I know most of the 
gangs-the Cyc lones, the Sons of 
Samoa, the W ilmas (of W ilm ington), 
Tiny Malos, Longos from the West
side, Easts ide, Northside--new ones 
are coming up all the time. Whiteboy 
gangs, Samoans, Chicanos, Cambo
dians, Fi lipinos-we got 'em all. " Mr. 
Leary suggests that the youth gangs are 
training grounds for the adult gangs 
which function in the Cal ifornia penal 
system. 

His counsel , legal and police assist
ance, organ izing and peacemaking 
are aimed at freeing the youth gangs 
from violent and anti-soc ial activities, 
wh i le reta ining the i r support ive , 

The car had been 
stolen. They had 
it back in two 
hours, but the 

stereo was gone. 
They went to the 

church for help 
and later had a 

no-weapons, 
no-drinking, 

good-time party. 

pride-giving aspects. He says, " Now 
we've got the gangs talking to each 
other. I told them to shake hands. They 
didn't want to, but later they did." An 
Iri sh-Mexican New Yorker, Mr. Leary 
first came to Leo Nieto for help when a 
woman in the neighborhood sought 
his help to recover her stolen car. " I 
had it back in two hours, but the stereo 
was gone. The group chipped in to buy 
her one, but we didn't have enough 
money, so I went to Leo. Then he let us 
use the gym here at the church. We 
threw a big dance, our first party. We 
told everybody. Gangs came from all 
over. Some of them don't get along at 
al I, but when they came here it was no 
weapons and no drinking. There was 
no fighting, and everybody had a good 
time." 

That was the beginning of Atlantic 

Avenue's youth ministry, which has 
been eventful in a number of ways, not 
least because Mr. Leary has the 
determination of a crusader, and he 
also has visions-sudden pictures in 
his mind of how the community might 
be united or strengthened. Leary's 
v1s1ons are not all realized yet, but 
some have become threads of hope 
connecting the gangs to the whole 
community and to the church. He has 
tapped potential employers to explore 
training for local youth, approached 
senior citizens about his vision of a 
non-profit association of neighbor
hood youth to operate an errand 
service for elderly and handicapped 
persons, to carry groceries, deliver 
prescriptions, transport the non-am
bulatory. For Leary, reducing violence 
is a first step, beyond that is formation 
of alliances and understandings of 
mutual respect among disparate com
munity groups, affecting more hand
shakes in recognition of common 
humanity. 

Tom Leary, Pastor Leo Nieto, the 
idea of community, of presence, of 
community as presence, of the pres
ence of grace informing and expand
ing our understanding of communi
ty-is it possible that this ministry of 
presence has discovered a way to 
overcome the contempt of them and 
the arrogance of us by an inclusiveness 
that begins with you and me? • 

Nancy Sartin is Literature Editor, Mission 
Education and Cultivation Program De
partment, GBGM . 

SEND 50 MORE! 
Persons in Miss ion witness to Jesus Christ through Christian mission . 

To expand the Pe rsons in Mission Program of the General Board of 
Global Min istri es , two m illion dollars are sought for 1984 . 
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Relat ed chu rches in other countries are still calling for more mission 
ari es w ith specif ic skills. In addition, there is an urgent need to strength
en the total Persons in Mission program which includes the support of 
nat ionals in the ir own countr ies in special ministr ies and nationals in 
internat ional se rvice . 

From related churches the World Division has fifty requests for per
sonnel wa iting to be filled : pastoral couples, teachers, doctors, hospital 
administrators, agr iculturalists and others . More requests are antic ipated . 
But before a response can be made to these needs , addit ional funds must 
be secured . You r help is urgently sought . For th is purpose a new Advance 
Specia l has been c reated , " Emerging Personnel and Program Needs. " 

Designate your gift to Project No. 008986-5 H-Z , " Emerging Personnel and Pro
gram Needs." For local church and annual conference credit, send your gift through 
your local church treasurer . Gifts will be forwarded to The Advance-GCFA, General 
Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside Dr., Room 1439, New York, NY 10115 . 

. GENERAL BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES l--~ 



ffilSSIONARIES IN ffiEXICO: 
A Day in the Life of m uriel and Terry Henderson 

Nelson A. Navarro 

Forbidding nightclouds are still all 
around Popocatepetl (" Smoking 

Mountain" ) and lxtaccihuatl (" Sleep
ing Lady" ), the twin snow-capped 
volcanoes that lord over central Mexi
co' s rich and historic Puebla valley, as 
Terry Henderson roars off in his AMC 
Jeep for an early drive to a vi I I age south 
of the city . Inside their whitewashed 
two-storey duplex with its panoramic 
view of the famed volcanoes, his wife 
Muriel is already ten minutes into the 
regular aerobics exercises that's sup
posed to give her the extra energy for 
the heavy office work ahead. Another 
long day has begun for the Hendersons 
of Puebla. 

Waking up at the crack of dawn, 
well before the neighborhood roost
ers, has been the way it's been for the 
young- looking, mid-thirtyish couple 
from Phoenix, Arizona, since they set 
out six years ago for Puebla to help 
organize the Proyecto Heifer de Mexi
co (PHM), a joint project of the 
Methodist Church in Mexico (IMM) 
and the Heifer Project International 
(HPI) of Little Rock, Arkansas. One of 
Mexico' s loveliest colonial cities , 
Puebla provides the easy-going setting 
for the church' s animal distribution 
and rural livelihood project that now 
operates in 58 villages scattered all 
over a sprawling 10-state area in the 
country's densely populated central 
and southern regions . 

The Hendersons are two of the 
United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries' 19 missionaries in 
Mexico who work closely with the 
38 ,000-member IMM, which has 
been autonomous from the U .S. 
church since 1930. All over the world 
about 10 other UMC missionaries are 

The Heifer Project team 
visits backyard pig pen near 
lzucar de Matamoros in state 
of Puebla. 
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''We hQve no 
such thing QS Q 
typicQI dQy ... 

there's just 
chQos most 

of the time.'' 

Terry and Muriel 
Henderson among the 

handicrafts and 
artworks in their 

home in Puebla 

involved today in various self-help 
and community-based Heifer Project 
activities, attesting to a long-term 
relationship between the UMC and the 
HPI that the church has sustained with 
over $500,000 in contributions for the 
past 30 years. Puebla's Heifer Project 
itself received $34 ,000 or virtually half 
of its annual budget from UM Advance 
Special funds in 1983, up almost four 
times over the $9,000 it received in 
1978. 

How do missionaries like the Hen
dersons really live? How do they 
actually work in a country like Mexico 
with its paradoxical reputation of 
being both an exotic tourist paradise 
and and a land of grinding poverty and 
human degradation? How do they 
relate on a day-to-day basis to their 
host churches, their c<rworkers, and 
to the country in general? What makes 
up their typical day? 

"We have no such thing as an 
'typical day', " Muriel tel Is a visitor 
who has just asked her to describe the 
daily routine in the Henderson house
hold . " There' s just chaos most of the 
time. " 

She was, of course, being facetious. 
If anyth ing, she and Terry appear to 
have mastered the initial chaos in
volved in setting up what is now a 
$73,000-a-year operation-perhaps 
small by U.S. standards but the rough 
equivalent of a respectable Mexican 
operation, what with their salary 
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support and all the volunteer labor and 
materials not included in the budget. 
The recent devaluations of the Mexi
can currency have significantly boost
ed the value of the project's dollar 
income and, thus, its actual buying 
power. 

One beautiful day last fall , just after 
the end of the long rainy season, the 
vis i tor fol lowed the Hendersons 
around on one of their " typical " days 
as the moving spirits behind a well
motivated, hardworking organization 
with eight regular staffmembers and 
three government-assigned workers, 
not to mention a branch office in 
Oaxaca, some 300 miles further south. 
Like most of the 17-hour days they 
usually keep, this particular day start
ed with morning devotions and quick
ly moved on-for Terry-to a bumpy 
drive to a remote village and did not 
end until almost midnight. Saturdays 
and Sundays are devoted largely to 
family gatherings and regular church 
activities at the tiny 14-member Meth
odist church a few blocks away that 
they attend . 

The Cast of Characters 

Tall and imposing with his leather 
boots on, Terry is a bearded and 
moustachioed six-footer with a very 
winning friendly grin . He is the 
softspoken but omnipresent director of 
the project, forever on the go and, by 
now, a familiar sight to Puebla resi-



dents as he roars all over town on his 
jeep. 

A full head shorter than her hus
band, Muriel is a blonde and bespec
tacled woman who moves around 
with an unmistakably serious, n~ 
nonsense look that is only occasional
ly relieved by flashes of girlish humor. 
She's clearly the family spokesperson 
and the one who churns out all those 
reports and thousands of letters for 
present and future donors to the 
program. 

Two other Hendersons belong to the 
team: Terrell , a budding 15-year-old 
beauty who's in junior high at the 
American School and a future writer, 
and Tony who, like most 12-year-old 
boys in his class, is exclusively preoc
cupied with ballgames. 

And since this is Mexico, the picture 
can only be complete with the inclu
sion of Maria, the widowed Mexican 
maid,· and her little boy Tonito, who 
live in a little hut a few minutes away 
and who sleep in two times a week 
when the older Hendersons stay out 
late for their Tuesday night bible study 
meeting and for that regular Thursday 
date they have always kept since their 
college sweetheart days in Phoenix. 

Home is the rented duplex on a 
quiet potholed street in Colonia La 
Paz, a northern suburb of Puebla 
halfway to the ancient religious city of 
Cholula with its many Aztec pyramids, 
one of them the world 's biggest, and its 
reputed 365 Roman Catholic churches 
for each day of the year. The first floor 
serves as the family quarters. Until a 
few months ago, the Heifer Project 
was run from a small backroom beside 
Muriel 's kitchen; since then, the up
stairs tenants left and the project 
decided to rent the space for an office 
and dormitory rooms for seminar 
participants and guests. 

Morning 

With Terry off for the vi I I age and the 
morning's aerobics out of the way, 

Governor's Palace (top) is the 
centerpiece of Puebla's famed colonial 
architecture. A family of blind 
musicians (left) perform in front of St. 
Domingo (Catholic) Church, widely 
known for its extravagant, 
gold-encrusted Rosary Chapel. 

Muriel prepares the 7 a.m. breakfast 
for Terrell and Tony. In 30 minutes, the 
younger Hendersons wolf down the 
eggs, toast and coffee and are out at the 
corner waiting for their respective 
schoolbuses. Muriel c leans up, does 
some light housework and " does my 
face" . By 9, she's going up the outside 
staircase to the second floor office to 
begin the workday. Verna, the bili n
gual secretary, is already working on 
some mai Ii ngs for the States. 

As office manager and pro ject 
workhorse, Muriel has to do many jobs 
at the same time and must litera lly 
think on her feet. The phone rings and 
it's some government offic ial on the 
other end arranging yet another trip for 
Terry . Stacks of bil ls need to be pa id 
and there are as many checks to write 
out. Mail from the States ask for 
reports, brochures, and more infor
mation on how to organ ize a work 
team to Puebla. Al l these need to be 
answered and Muriel digs deep into 
her memory for standard rep I ies to 
standard requests . But every so often, 
there are hard questions that demand 
hard answers, and there are also 
reports that need long tabu lations and 
computations. Luckily, the office has 
just acquired an O sborne computer. 
" As soon as we learn how to use it, she 
says reassuringly, " we w i 11 be able to 
sort things out more easil y." 

Breakfast for Terry is catch-as-
catch-can . Usual ly, he only has ti me 
to grab a cup of coffee. The morn ing 
sun finds him heading south on the 
Puebla-Oaxaca highway to visi t the 
li tt le village of San Pedro Ca lantla in 
lzucarde Matamoros. W ith him on the 
trip are Mariano Contreras, HPl's 
25-year-old veterinarian, and Maria 
del Carmen Lara, a government offi
cial who's one of two social workers 
assigned to the project. Small ta lk 
revolves around birth control and the 
country's macho culture, spiced up by 
Mariano's announcement that he is all 
set to marry a woman who has definite 
ideas about her own career and way of 
doing things. He says he's all for 
women who insist on equal rights. 
Maria, who's a mother of fi ve and a 
very opinionated woman, can only 
agree. 

Just outside lzucar de Matamoros at 
9 a.m., the group decides to sneak a 
visit to two families that had joined the 
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Heifer Project Team listens to problems of a village woman in San Pedro de Calantla in southern Puebla. 

project over the past year . In the first 
house, one of the. hogs is very i 11 and 
Mariano proceeds to give some injec
tions. In the next house, the proud 
farmer tells the group that his sow, 
which had delivered 12 piglets a few 
months ago, would soon give him a 
net profit of about $320 after all 
expenses are subtracted, and the two 
required piglets are given back to the 
project for redistribution to other 
needy families. 

With the average farmer earning a 
daily wage of $3 , the farmer has reason 
to be happy, considering that his profit 
represents the equivalent of 100 days 
wages. And that is just the beginning. 
Sows give birth to an average of 10 
offspring every six months. Weighing 
as much as 500 pounds each, they are 
considered in their prime up to five 
years, after which they are sold for 
slaughter. Over the five year period, a 
net profit of about -$3,000 may be 
expected. And, of course, the farmer 
could extend the cha in by getting 
another new sow or perhaps one or 
two more. The project also distributes 
other small animals like goats and 
rabbits, as well as bees and a limited 
number of cattle . 

Making the proposit ion very attrac
tive is the fact that raising small 
an imals is a backyard operation suit
able to the rural economics of the 
Mexic an countryside . All that ' s 
needed is a holding pen for the sow 
and daily feed ing and attention, which 
can be easi ly done by the farmer's wife 

in between household chores or even 
by the older children . This leaves the 
farmer free to work in the fields or hold 
a regular job. 

By 10:30, the group finally makes it 
to San Pedro Calantla (population 
about 700), which is no more than a 
cluster of grass-thatched huts and 
small concrete box-like homes on a 
tree-shaded hillside that overlooks 
hundreds of acres of papaya and 
avocado trees. The dusty roads are 
unpaved. Some women are busy 
washing clothes near the irrigation 
ditch that runs across the village. 
Young children are everywhere. On 
this particular morning, the excite
ment of the day is provided by two 
bulls with ceremonial leis around their 
necks, just blessed by a priest, that 
come charging at everybody in their 
path. Villagers come out to taunt the 
bulls and roar with laughter as they run 

· to avoid being gored . 
Going around the village is part 

chore and pub I ic relations gimmick for 
Terry and the Heifer Project group. In 
each of the seven houses they visit, the 
scene is invariably the same: shy 
housewife leads the way to the back
yard pen, there is some banter about 
raising pigs and how things are work
ing so well, and the encounter ends 
with handshakes, profuse thank yous 
and offers to cool off with a Coke. 
Maria, a born politician, is evidently 
on friendly terms with the villagers, 
embracing an old woman here and 
charging straight into a house there to 
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flush out an embarrassed housewife 
for the visitors. 

In two hours, the routine is done and 
it is time to head back for Puebla. 
Mariano, who was initially shy, 
obliges with a peasant song. His good 
baritone echoes the sad-sweet lines: 
" Mucho salen, poco regresa" (Many 
leave, very few return), referring to the 
young Mexican men who have always 
left and never returned to their impo
verished villages as they search for a 
better life in the cities and further north 
in the United States. 

"I am happy to work for this project 
because it cares for the peasants," he 
says. "Very few people care about 
peasants. The essence of this project is 
help for them as human beings. It 
doesn't care about their race or color." 

Mariano first learned of the project 
while studying at the Autonomous 
University of Puebla and formally 
joined the group as veterinarian soon 
after graduation last August. 

At Privada 19 Poniente, the pot
holed street on which the Hendersons 
live, Tony is playing ball with a friend 
as Terry brings the AMC Jeep to a 
screeching halt. It is time for the 3 p. m. 
lunch. 

Afternoon 

With lunci1 over, it is time for Muriel 
to go over :.he homework with the 
children. After this daily drill , Muriel 
goes back to the office where she puts 
in more work between 4:30 and 6:30 
p.m. 



" I never intended to be a secretary, " 
she says with a wry smi le. As office 
manager and one-woman publicist, 
she takes more than her share of daily 
wear-and- tear from the incessant 
phone calls and the endless corre
spondence that flood into the one
room office upstairs from the family 
quarters. Not to mention extra duties 
as tourist guide, cook, translator and 
jack-of-all-trades for the 10 or so 
work teams that come each year from 
various U.S. Methodist annual confer
ences to spend a week or two helping 
build a church sanctuary or construct 
animal sheds in some village associat
ed with the project. The teams usually 
involve 12 persons each and the sheer 
task of arranging for their flights, 
hotels, and meals is more than enough 
to exhaust even the seemingly Ii m it less 
energy of so determined and uncom
plaining a workhorse as Muriel Hen
derson. 

" It's been very tough for her," says 
Terry in a little aside about his wife's 
contributions to their one-paycheck 
joint occupation. " This job demands a 
lot of sacrifice. Aside from the hard 
work and the long hours, I guess it's the 
problem of security. You know, we 
visit friends in the States and they' re all 
settled in beautiful homes. We rentthe 
house and the jeep belongs to the 
project. We own nothing except our 
furniture." 

Of course, he hastily adds, there are 
" other rewards" that make up for the 
long hours and minimal pay, the 
prolonged absences from the United 
States and the problem of raising 
children away from their home coun
try-such rewards as being part of a 
mission that " really cares for people 
and somehow manages to concretely 
affect their lives." 

Neither Terry or Muriel are com
plaining. Both say it's been a good life 
working as UMC missionaries, first in 
Chile in 1967 and since 1975 in 
Mexico. Except for brief periods of 
study and furlough , they have lived the 
past 16 years and raised their children 
in Latin America. 

" This is the life for me," he says with 
a gleam in his eyes. " I've always 
wanted to be in mission. I was. lucky to 
have found my calling as early as high 
school. One day, a Methodist minister 
who had been to the Philippines spoke 

at our school and I was touched . Ever 
since, I've always wanted to work with 
the people in developing countries, to 
get involved in agricultural and com
munity development projects. " 

When the Hendersons started out in 
the late 1960s--he with an Assoc iate 
in Arts degree from Mesa Community 
College and she with an A.B. in 
Education from Arizona State Univer
sity-they had no idea they were going 
to spend most of their adult lives South 
of the Border; it could had been India 
or some other country. It just turned 
out that there was a vacancy for them 
in Chile. And the trail to Puebla came 
as a matter of course. 

Their Own Bosses 

For the Hendersons, Puebla is a 
crowning touch of sorts in their career. 
For once, they are their own bosses, 
not supervising dormitories and 
teachi ng English, which were the jobs 
that they took on during their stint in 
Chile and also in the initial phase of 
their Mexican assignment in the IMM's 
agricultural center in Miraflores, a 
suburb of Mexico City. Their Puebla 
work began sometime in 1976 when 
they learned that the HPI, whose 
worldwide activities they had heard 
about, was very dissatisfied w ith its 
operations in Mexico and was thinki ng 
of pulling out altogether. Terry saw an 
opportunity in the situation, got in 
touch with HPI officials in Little Rock 
and started the long process of con
vincing both the HPI and the IMM to 
give the farmer's floundering program 
one more chance. The two organiza
tions reluctantly agreed and , of 
course, turned to the Hendersons to 
put the project on a completely new 
track. 

H Pl and IMM officials are more than 
pleased with the Hendersons' work in 
Puebla. " It is a very worthwhile 
project," says Bishop Alejandro Ruiz 
of the IMM's Central Annual Confer
ence, who is also their immediate 
boss. " It is our biggest project in the 
rural areas and they have achieved 
much despite the limited resources 
available. The Hendersons work very 
hard and we' re proud of their work." 

In fact, the Bishop adds, the only 
complaint he has is that the church 
doesn't have enough resources to 
expand the scope of undertakings like 

the Heifer Project. He bel ieves that 
more self-help and commun ity
oriented projects can do " untold 
wonders" in terms of solving Mexico's 
chroni c problem of rural poverty. 

Working closel y along the IMM's 
non-pol itical but socially invo lved 
position, the Hendersons say their 
organ ization limits itself to very specif
ic programs that impact peoples' lives 
in direct economic terms. In no w ay do 
they see their role as mobiliz ing the 
peasants aga inst an un j ust social 
order; rather, they are concentrating 
on the development of ski lls and 
projects that improve the people' s 
d iets and income potential. 

In Mexico, strict laws coming out of 
its revolutionary struggles wi th their 
pronounced anti- rel igious fl avor for
bid churches from taki ng overt po liti
cal positions. Technically, the state 
owns all church properties, and priests 
and ministers lose their ri ght to vote 
and participate in po litics as soon as 
they are ordained . For these and other 
rea son s, he add s, t he M exican 
churches, both Roman Catho lic and 
Protestant, have been cool to the 
controversial " theology of liberation" 
that has found better reception in 
almost every other country in Latin 
America. 

" The church (IMM) here is consid
ered very liberal ," says Terry. " It is 
involved in social issues although it is 
not directl y involved in pol it ics. But in 
the States it would be considered 
conservative." 

Although the IMM is liberal by 
Mexican standards, the fact is that it is 
a very small church and its social 
action programs, including the Heifer 
Project, a community med ical c linic, 
and a host of community development 
centers, have to operate in a milieu 
heavi ly dominated by the country's 
sometimes hostile Roman Catholic 
majority. 

" At first," Terry recalls, " People 
couldn't understand w hat we were 
doing here. They wou ld say there's got 
to be a hitch or a kickback somewhere, 
otherwise w hy are we doing it? Our 
Christian commitment was totally in
comprehensible to them. For one 
thing, we happen to be gringos (the 
Mexican perjorative for Americans) 
and that automatically makes us sus
pect. However, we would like to think 
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Terry cuddles pig at a reproduction center 
where animals are bred and made sure 
they are healthy before distribution to 
peasants in neighboring villages. 

that after all these years, we are better 
known today as Christians who are 
doing something for the poor people, 
rather than just gringos medd Ii ng in the 
country's affairs." 

"Our only answer," adds Muriel, 
" is that we do it for the love of Christ. 
It's all by example. Village people 
receive a gift from us but the most 
important thing is that they' re trained 
to give to others. They can't give 
because they have nothing to give. 
Our contract always stipulates that 
they must give back to the next needy 
family. They always respect that. " 

The problem of hunger, they point 
out, is also a question of malnutrition. 
Some 65 percent of the population 
reside in the rural areas and subsist on 
nothing more than tortillas and beans. 
Latest stud ies of the Mexican Nutrition 
Institute show that 35 mill ion or more 
than half of the country's 68 million 
population are malnourished. For this 
reason , the project conducts nutrition 
seminars in the villages with the help 
of Doris Long, a UMC missionary 
based in Mexico City, and social 
workers from the Department of Agri
culture. 

Terry proudly points out that since 
1977, the project has directly touched 
the lives of 1,000 families. That is, 
each of these fari1 i lies have received a 

people can be improved, they don't 
have to migrate to the cities or to the 
United States. They always think 
they' ll be a better life there. Then 
there' s nothing to come back to 
any more once they've left their 
villages. " 

Afternoons for Terry are spent doing 
errands. First stop today is the Ganador 
feed shop on Avenida Revolucion . -,-he 
transaction is brisk for $1,000 worth of 
mixed feed pellets consisting of sor
ghum, proteins and soya beans which 
will keep the average population of 
100 hogs, goats, cattle and rabbits at 
the Heifer reproduction center well
fed for about a month. The huge 
shipment is to be delivered the fol
lowing day, so Terry moves next door 
to the veterinary pharmacy for some 
medicine and feed supplement. Next 
stop is a machine shop ten blocks 
away to talk to the mechanics who' re 
fixing the project's ancient 1930 Ford 
tractor. From there, it is a ten minute 
ride to an open field outside town 
where three workers are harvesting 
sorghum to augment the project's 
feedstock. The field is part of a 
fiv.e-acre property that the IMM has set 
aside for what it intends to be the first 
Methodist university in the country in 
the next few years. In the meantime, 
the Heifer Project is free to use the land 
for whatever crops it wishes to plant. 

From the field, Terry follows another 
van that's ferrying the harvested sor
ghum to the reproduction center some 
five miles away. Two workers are 
waiting beside a big hole to unload the 
sorghum. Once unloaded, the sor
ghum will be covered by a plastic mat 
and a layer of soi I so that it can ferment 
for a couple of months before being 
dug out to feed the animals. 

The reproduction center consists of 
a huge barn, a whole maze of holding 
pens for the animals, and a small 
house for the family of Agustin, the 
project's driver and caretaker. Here 
the project breeds the animals and 
makes sure they are in good shape 
before distribution to the peasants. 

Evening 

hog or a goat from the project and have Soon it is pitch dark at 6:30 and it is 
therefore become part of a " chain of time for Terry to head back home. 
life" that is bound to affect more and There are phone messages to answer 
more families in the coming years . as soon as he steps into the house. 

"You've got to start somewhere," Muriel reminds him that tonight they 
Terry says. " If the livelihood of the have to be at nearby Colonia Los 
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Volcanes for the weekly bible study 
meeting. 

Just before 9, Terry and Muriel 
clamber into the AMC Jeep for the 
short ride to the house of Jose Abad 
Zosa, a chemical engineer who's one 
of the pillars of Puebla's El Mesias 
Methodist Church. As usual, six or 
seven couples or a total of 16 people 
slowly drift into the house for the 
weekly meeting. All the participants 
are professional, middle class and in 
their late 30s or early 40s, representing 
the cream of the city's small Methodist 
minority. The Hendersons consider 
this all-Mexican group their close 
friends; the very few American or 
missionary friends they have live in 
Mexico City and they get to see each 
other only a few times a year. Tonight's 
topic is not particularly heavy stuff. 
Just last-minute arrangements for the 
forthcoming "Marriage Enrichment" 
weekend that the group has decided to 
hold in Chula Vista, a resort near the 
beautiful city of Cuernavaca some 
three hours ride to the east. 

After Mexico, what? While they 
consider themselves too busy to even 
bother asking this inevitable question, 
it is very much in their minds. As with 
their previous jobs in Chile and in 
nearby Miraflores, the Hendersons are 
literally "working ourselves out of our 
jobs"; that is, working in such a way 
that nationals will be able to take over 
operations at any time. 

"We never can tell when having a 
foreigner will be detrimental to this 
particular program and to the church," 
Muriel says. "Of course, what we are 
doing has to continue, even if we have 
to go." 

At 11 :00, it is time for the group to 
break up. Profuse and interminable 
goodbyes follow. The children are 
asleep when Terry and Muriel get 
home. Bone-tired, they rush to get 
ready for bed. Just after midnight, with 
prayers said, they turn off the lights 
and, after 17 hectic hours, silence 
finally reigns over the house. 

Another day has passed for the 
Hendersons. In just five and · a half 
hours, yet another long one is waiting 
to break. • 

Nelson A. Navarro, a staff writer for the 
Mission Education and Cultivation Pro
gram Department, G BGM, recently visited 
Mexico. 



Christ Episcopal Church in Savannah, Ga., was John Wesley's church. The present building was erected in 1838. 

Savannah: Where the Wesleys Preached 

According to John Wesley, this Georgia City was the 
Place of Methodism's Second Important Period. 

A pril in Savannah. How John 
Wesley must have enjoyed the 

sunny afternoons and soft evenings 
during the two springtimes he spent 
preaching the word of God to the 
settlers of the new colony of Georgia. 

That was nearly 250 years ago. And 
in 1984-the bicentennial of the 
American Methodist Church-Savan
nah and St. Simons Island, just down 
the coast, would make appropriate 
and enjoyable goals for pilgrimages by 
United Methodist people to see where 
the founder of their church did his 
work in the New World . 

Before taking a closer look at today's 
Savannah, let's take a trip in time. 

It is October 14, 1735, and 32-
year--0ld John Wesley is boarding ship 
in England for the voyage to America. 
Among his companions are his youn
ger brother, Charles, and James Og
lethorpe, founder of Georgia. John is 
to be the Church of England leader in 
Savannah, while Charles has been 

By Joe T. Miller 

hired as secretary to Oglethorpe and as messages are often stern. 
a minister to serve at Frederica, on St. Charles goes down the inland wa-
Simons Island. terway to St. Simons Island, where he 

Also aboard the ship are 26 Mora- conducts his first services under huge 
vians, sailing to join 16 Moravians live oak trees. John visits him there-
who had gone to Georgia earlier. John it's a five or six day trip by water-and 
and Charles Wesley are impressed after Charles returns to England a few 
with them, calling them "good, de- months later, John makes several more 
vout, peaceable and heavenly-mind- trips to St. Simons to preach . On one 
ed people." trip, while sleeping on the deck of a 

After months at sea, during which small boat, he falls overboard but 
the Wesleys pray and preach and read comes to no harm. 
for hours each day, the ship arrives off In Savannah, John forms a small 
the coast of Georgia on February 4, society from members of his church for 
1736. Two days later, the party lands. the purposes of conversation, song, 
Although still a raw settlement, Sa- and prayer. Later, he is to call this a 
vannah even then is laid out symme- second important period for Method-
trically, with a number of public ism, the first coming wh i le he was at 
squares and parks-it is America's first Oxford in England . 
planned city. May 9, 1736, is an important date 

John, an erect but not a tall man, for him, for he begins work in different 
preaches from the pulpit of the com- quarters, a large new courthouse-
bined courthouse and church . He has church. While in Savannah he estab-
a rich and powerful voice and a lishes the first Sunday school in 
magnetic presence even though his Georgia and publishes a hymnal , the 
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first Engli sh hymnal issued in America. 
But John Wesley also has problems 

in the New World . He antagon izes 
some people, there is gossip, trouble 
wi th the magistrates. He decides to 
leave America. 

On December 24, 1737, not qu ite 
two years after arrival, John Wesley 
sails for England. He will not return to 
America. 

There are several good biograph ies 
of Wesley which tell of his ti me in 
Georgia, but perhaps the most inter
esti ng read ing is the journal of Wesley 
himself. 

Wesley Country Today 

You don't have to ride horseback or 
hike through forests or take small boats 
down the inland waterway to visit 
Savannah and St. Simons Island today. 
Savannah is served by two interstate 
highways, 95 (north- south) and 16 
(east- west). And down 95 about 60 
mi les you'll reach .the Sea Islands, one 
of which is St. Simons. 

In Savannah, go to the Visitors 

Center first. It' s at 301 West Broad 
Street (most tour guidebooks include 
maps of Savannah) . At the Visitors 
Center, you can get pamphlets, maps, 
and information on what to see, where 
to stay, where to eat. But you should 
have made hotel or motel reservations 
before arr ival , part icularly in the 
spring. 

Among the Wesleyana attractions in 
the city : 

Christ Episcopal Church, Wesley's 
Church . The present build ing was 
erected in 1838, replacing several 
others which had been razed or 
burned. A plaque there honors Wesley 
as " minister to Savannah 1736--1737, 
founder of the Sunday school of this 
church ." 

Wesley Monumental Methodist 
Church, built as a memorial to the 
Wesleys. The sanctuary was built in 
18 76-1890 and seats more than 
1,000. The magnificent Wesley Win
dow opposite the pulpit contains busts 
of the Wesleys. 

At Reynolds Square, you'll find a 

Statue of John Wesley erected at Reynolds Square by Georgia Methodists in 1969. 
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statue of John Wesley erected by the 
Methodists of Georgia in 1969. 

Of course, there are many other 
attractions in this shady southern city 
which has seen so much history. Part 
of it (2 1 /2 square miles) has been 
designated a national historic land
mark district, with more than 1, 100 
architecturally significant buildings, 
most of them still in use. 

You'll want to see the squares and 
the monuments.-the restored historic 
waterfront-the birthplace of Juliette 
Gordon Low, founder of the Girl 
Scouts.-the museums and historic 
homes.-the Colonial Park Cemetery 
(one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, Button Gwinnett, is 
buried here}-Forts Jackson, Pulaski , 
Screven, and McAllister. 

Many of the attractions are concen
trated in a relatively small area, so 
walking tours are laid out. Or, you can 
take bus or horse-and-carriage tours. 

After you've been steeped in history, 
smelled the flowers, and strolled under 
the live oaks, you take in the beaches, 
play some golf, go swimming, ride a 
horse, go fishing, play tennis-and 
relax. 

St. Simons Island 

The Wesleys ' presence on St . 
Simons Island is noted by markers at 
Fort Frederica National Monument 
and at Epworth-by-the-Sea, the Con
ference Center operated by the South 
Georgia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. The museum atthe 
Center is the official depository for the 
Conference records and archives. 

At Fort Frederica, foundations of 
original homes have been uncovered, 
and field exhibits explain features of 
the area. The visitors center contains a 
diorama, pictorial panels, and objects 
found in the excavations. 

The Sea Islands also include Jekyll 
Island and Sea Island. The beaches re 
fine and long, the sea inviting. Ac
commodations are plentiful but reser
vations are advised . 

And since you' re th is far along on 
1-95, why not drive another 110 miles 
or so and visit St. Augustine, Florida, 
the oldest city in the United States. 
And not too much farther down the 
road , with a turn on 1-4, there's 
Orlando. But you won't find any 
Wesleyana there; only Disneyana. • 

Joe T. M i ller, a ret ired newspaperman, is 
a free lance writer based in Florida. 

• 



Creighton Lacy 

The Fulfillment 
of Christ's Prayer 

Two distinguished 
church leaders spoke re
cently to the annual Con
vocation and Pastors ' 
School at the Divinity 
School of Duke University. 
Albert Outler, retired pro
fessor of theology from 
Duke and Yale and South-
ern Methodist Universities, 

anticipated the 1984 bicentennial of 
Methodism's official organization in 
America. Martin E. Marty, professor of 
church history at the University of 
Chicago and associate editor of The 
Christian Century, celebrated the 
SOOth birthday of Martin Luther. 

By happenchance or design or the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, both men 
under diverse titles chose a similar 
progression for their three lectures: the 
historical roots, the development of 
these two traditions in this country, 
and a-hopeful?-look into the next 
century . 

It would be presumptuous for this 
writer to attempt to summarize the 
insightful , often witty, analyses of 
these brilliant scholars. Any or all of 
these lectures may be published at 
some future date. This column can 
only reflect on some of the personal 
thoughts provoked . 

The majority of listeners at Duke, 
like most readers of New World 
Outlook, were United Methodists. 
Hence this column will deal largely 
with the Wesleyan inheritance-and 
the Wesleyan hope-although it be
comes increasingly evident that Prot
estantism in America is an ecumenical 
heritage, that we are indebted to many 
theological currents in a mingled 
stream. Perhaps it is also significant 
that Professor Marty spoke of " Luther 
and the Public Disorder or Order," 
while Professor Outler focu sed with 

w ise honesty and warm humor, on 
" Adventures and Misadventures in 
Ameri can Methodism." 

For John Wesley-and for his faith
ful followers, Outler implied- " Scrip
tural holiness" was not only spiritual 
piety or moral perfection . If these goals 
constitute inner holiness, then Chris
tian social action is outward holiness. 
In the perennial debate the love of God 
comes first, but love of neighbor is the 
essential corollary . " There can be 
neither w ithout the other," Outler 
asserted, " but in the right order." 

[There are good Methodists, I 
mused , who believe that love of God, 
the New Birth , a commitment to Jesus 
as the Christ, will automatically pro
duce neighbor love. There are other 
good Methodists who insist today that 
only complete identification with the 
poor and oppressed can reveal the 
nature and will of God. Yet the point of 
divergence appears to be not the 
priority itself, but the concrete mani
festations, the individual sacrifices 
and the type of social justice, which 
that love demands .] 

Indeed the Wesleyan movement, 
Dr. Outler reminded us, arose from a 
need to reform both the nation and the 
church. After two hundred years 
United Methodism has become in the 
United States, like the Church of 
England in the eighteenth century, an 
established church, established in 
society and in organization, compla
cent and " respectable" and (though 
Outler did not say this) increasingly 
ineffective in influencing national pol
icies or public life. 

In fact, the speaker brought laugh
ter, applause, and sober self-examina
tion from his audience as he de
nounced the " curial structure" (bu
reaucratic and hierarchical ) of today's 
United Methodist Church, and called 
for a clear distinction between " nomi
nal Christianity" and " Christianity in 
earnest. " It is time, he suggested, to 
revise and revitalize the present " poli
ticized church ." 

One way to do this, Outler pro
posed , is by restoring the church to the 
laity, the church visible and local , the 
church in the world . One evidence of 
this dilemma is the issue as to whether 
the Council of Bishops or some other 
strictly clerical body should draft a 
statement of faith for United Method
ists . Another is the confusion between 
diaconal mini stry and the order of 
deacons as a stepping-stone to " ful I" 
ordination. A third is the significant 
Lima document on Faith and Order, 
entitled " Baptism, Eucharist and Min-

istry, " which the World Council of 
Churches has sent to member denomi
nations for thorough, thoughtful study. 
A fourth , perhaps, is the growing 
separation between churchly life and 
secular activities. 

Another way to revitalize the United 
Methodist Church for its third century 
is to recapture its sense, its under
standing, of mission . Outler called in 
his speech for " not a church of 
maintenance, but a church on the 
march. " For better or worse, a cleav
age has been growing between official 
boards and many people at the " grass 
roots" who believe that the mission 
program has been "derailed." A 
prominent Methodist educator and 
former missionary has even proposed 
the establishment of a new, separate 
board of missions. 

This writer firmly believes that such 
a move would further divide and 
polarize the inseparable tasks of evan
gelism and social action, would ac
centuate a disastrous financial and 
theological split within our would-be, 
should-be United Methodism. Albert 
Outler's word is more apt at this point : 
what our denomination needs is a 
"monomania for mission," a single 
commitment to the primary purpose of 
the church, what The American Heri
tage Dictionary defines as " intent 
concentration on, or exaggerated en
thusiasm for, a subject or an idea." 
The mission of Christ's Church may be 
neglected or misunderstood or even 
perverted; it cannot be (to quote my 
dictionary once more) " overstated 
. .. disproportionately developed ... 
unduly emphasized . .. going beyond 
truth , fact, or reality." 

Professor Outler has devoted his 
career to another dimension of United 
Methodism which many people ig
nore (a word-and attitude-general
ly derived from ignorance). That future 
goal and present reality is the Ecu
menical Movement, the fulfillment of 
Christ's prayer " that they all may be 
one." The third century of Methodism 
will unquestionably bring striking de
velopments in Christian unity. In fact, 
Albert Outler raised the shocking 
question at Duke whether the United 
Methodist Church will celebrate its 
tricentennial in 2084 . The bad reason , 
he implied, would be a continued 
decline in the numbers, vitality, and 
influence of the denomination w ith in 
this country . The good reason , on the 
other hand, might be a truly united 
Church under the banner and prayer of 
Jesus Christ, visibly committed to " one 
Lord, one faith , one baptism." 
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TWO NEW RESOURCES 
FOR MISSIQN LEADERS 

GREAT IDEAS for Local Church 
Mission Leaders. (#4294) 

Don Struchen brings together in 100 pages 
the best ideas from T. V. Guidelines over 
the past 11 years. Find 20 Mission Minute 
Talks, 69 fillers for bulletins, 12 promotion 
and publicity suggestions. 16 Christmas and 
other mission programs. 11 bulletin board 
samples and much more. $3.00 plus postage 
and handling . 

GREAT IDEAS for Workers with 
Children about Mission. (#4293) 

In 72 pages, this book presents programs, 
activities, stories, fund-raising ideas, Christmas 
plans, hunger resources and more of the 
best ideas from 11 years of T. V. Guidelines. 
$3.00 plus postage and handling. 

Service Center 
7820 Read ing Road 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 

Please send me: 

_Copies GREAT IDEAS tor Local Church Mis 
sion Leaders. (#4294) $3.00 plus postage. 

_Copies GREAT IDEAS for Workers wi th 
Children about Mission . (#4293) $3.00 plus 
postage. 

___ Total 

NAME~------------

ADDRESS------------

CITY _____ $TATE __ z1p __ _ 

HOW TO FIGURE POSTAGE AND HANDLI NG .. 

ADD TO OR DER: 

Sale Items, total order· 

S3 00 or less. add 75¢ 
$3.01 - $ 10 . add 15% of total 
$10.01 - S25 . add 10% of total 
Over S25 . add 5% of total 

Books 
POOR, YET MAKING MANY RICH: 
THE POOR AS AGENTS OF CREATIVE 
JUSTICE 
by Richard D. N. Dickinson 
World Counci l of Churches, 7983 ,2 19 pp. 
$8 .95 . 

As an important part of the missionary 
enterprise, he lping the world 's poor is a 
genuine concern of many Christians in rich 
countries , but, as Dr. Dickinson shows in 
th is review of the World Council of 
Churches ' thinking on development, liber
ation , and global justice, helping is a 
complex matter. This book helps to lay out 
the complexity of helping and move us in 
new directions in foster ing global justice. 
In so doing, Dr. Dickinson seeks to show 
" the peculiar contribution made by the 
churches" as they have tried " to listen to 
the experience of the oppressed commun
it ies" themselves . At a time when res is
tance to the wee and other ecumenical 
organizations and churches is mounting, 
the book is a timel y and insightful contri
bution toward explaining why the wee 
has moved in the direct ions it has . 

Divided into three parts , the book first 
analyzes the socio-economic context of 
the churches ' development-l i beration 
work and rev iews the development debate 
in the secular realm , as well as the 
evolution of Christian ethics within the 
WCC. The midd le section is a critical 
d iscussion of f ive ways or " modes" that 
churches follow as expression of solidarity 
w ith the poor. The final part is Dr. 
Dickinson's personal reflection on " past 
experience and future prospects. " 

Central to the life of the church is 
diakonia or service, yet how it is best 
expressed is no easy matter. Strictly relief 
work and hand-outs do little to erradicate 
poverty or create new economic and social 
possibil it ies for the poor. Indeed, such 
helping often re inforces patterns of injus
tice and stifles local initiative. 

Over the years, it has become clear that 
helping must be sensiti ve to the social , 
economic and po litical systems, both local 
and internationa l, that form the soc io-his
tor ical context for helping. Many churches 
have come to real ize thi s, and as Dr. 
Dickinson explains, now a " major criteri
on used in ecumen ical circles is that 
pol icies or social systems need to be tested 
aga inst what they do to the poor, or more 
spec ifica lly, how the poor themselves 
assess those polic ies or systems." Th is 
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means that structura l ana lysis is a neces
sa ry part of helping, not only because the 
vi ews of the poor themselves are impor
tant , but al so because there is a dynamic 
re lat ionship between impoverishment and 
enrichment. For thi s reason , " analysi s of 
w hy people are poor, why nations are 
poor, and why the situation of the poor 
remains so bleak," is crit ical to any 
effect ive giv ing. 

Not onl y does thi s suggest the need for 
educat ing the gi ver, but al so for more 
profound theological and eth ica l reflection 
rooted in " the soil of real contemporary 
experience . . . in response to the real 
hurts, pains and aspirations of the people." 
Final ly, it is a process not so much 
" through which the powerful share their 
faith and theology with the poor ... but 
preeminently a process through which the 
poor are able to share gifts . .. w ith the 
materiall y rich ." The implicat ions for 
helping are far-reach ing, for it means that 
helping agendas and helping leadership no 
longer are prerogatives of the givers but the 
rece ivers. The poor themselves are the 
agents of creative justice . 

The major theme giving coherence to 
the book is the centrality of the poor. Poor, 
Yet Making Man y Rich, whose title was 
taken from 2 Corinthians 6:10, is a fitt ing 
biblical image to express " the crucial role 
of the poor" as agents of change for justice 
wh ich liberates and enriches all. " Yet it is 
also a sobering rem inder of the economic 
and politi cal exploitation of the world 's 
poor, whose raw materials and cheap 
labor make it possible for many of us to 
have more. 

Dr. Dickinson is a percepti ve and 
sensiti ve observer who has a gift for 
synthesizing and lucid writing. In review
ing, he stimulates and so provides his own 
creati ve contribution . But if it is his creative 
contribut ion , it is so largely because the 
wee itself is making a creati ve contribu
tion toward understanding development
li beration . One must be impressed by the 
sensitivi ty and commitment to the poor 



Ro H. Ma , Jr. 

Ro H. a , Jr. i a m1 1onary in Boll 1a. 

Force 

hipping 

I am an Iranian ' ho ha 
Chn t1anit from an I lam 1c bac ground . I 
ha" h"ed almo t all m life in a u lim 
environment and ha\.e man good friend 
amon u lim I ha\e al""a appreciat
ed th 1r tnend hip their incere upport, 
and their nuin re pect tor me and m 
ra ith It ou h "e otten di cu ed rel1-

.on 1t rare I ""a a tactor of eparation or a 
cau e ror d1 cnminat1on. Thi wa , of 
cour e true in the i tie and e\entie in 
the capital c1tv Tehran . 

I had another t pe o e perience in m 
childhood in a mall 'ilia e-1) pe tov n 
''here m>r parent \\.ere the onl converted 
Chr· t1an . Thi '"a a quite different 
e penence-an e penence of alienation 
and e tran em nt-e\.en among m cla -
mate I '"a the child of 'apo tale 

parent " and " r ligiou I un lean ." Dep
mat1on o oc1a l right \ a the " mini
mum" pun1shm nt I de erved . 

From th i bac round , I an reall 
under tand ar ton p 1ght' moti e for 
\. riting Chri tian-Muslim Relations, and 
fully appreciate hi att mpt in helping 

hnst1an to e I lam through thee es of a 
Mu l1m. Here Mohammed 1 no longer 
" the on of perd1t1on," or " anti-Chri t," 
nor 1 I lam " the ma t rpiece of the de ii' 
wor " a man traditional Chri tian writ
er ould ha e u b lie e. A a Musl im 
would a , " God cho e to re eal hi ord 
to H1 me enger, Mohammed, in order to 
re tore to humankind the monotheistic 
faith of the prophet braham in it purit " 
(page 3). 

r. peight i quite ucce ful in a brief 
e a in pro 1ding the reader with a picture 
of I lam which encourage the reader to 
put a 1de all tereot pe image of Musl im 
and a ume a healthier attitude in ap
proaching the follower of th i faith . 

nfortunatel , Mr. peight is o eager to 
ach1e e th1 ob1ect1 e that, at time , he 
tne to a 01d not onl the controversial 
1 ue but, b u ing ague terms, changes 
the fact o h1 tory. Fore ample, ambush
ing and plundering of the Meccan Cara-
an b ohammed and his fol lowers is 

called , " engaging the Meccans in battle ," 
and it is interpreted to be an attempt of the 
communit " to under tand its identity" 
(page 8). 

In a not unrelated ubject deal ing with 
the leg1 timac of u ing force in propagating 
rel1g1on , the author a s, " the (Musl ims) 
are e horted b the ir cnpture not to use 
mea ure of coercion in pread ing the ir 
faith. " To upport th i po int of iew he 
quote the ver e from the Koran, " There is 
no compul ion in re ligion" (page 12), 
while there i no reference to other verses 
in the Koran where God is sa ing, " Slay 
idol wor hiper wherever you find them" 
( ura 9);" hen ou meet the unbelievers, 
mite their nee ... make wide laughter 

among them" ( ura 47); and , " ... If they 
(unbelie er ) per i t in in ... make war 
on them until idolatry i no more, and 

llah' re ligion reign supreme" (8:33-39). 
ohammed's react ion to Christianity 

ha not al a been friendl , or " accep
tance tempered w ith di approval" (page 
40). t time , God in Musli m Scripture 
a , " He who choo es a religion other 

than I lam, 1t will not be accepted from 
him, and in the ne t world he will be one of 
the lo t" (3: 9). Thi i not to be interpreted 
onl a a threat of hellfire hereafter, for in 
practice , " he ' ho choo e " another re li 
gion , e.g., Chri tianit , wa called apos
tate, ' or e than infidel, and de erved all 
puni hment pre cribed for the e groups. 

Cannot there be a balance? ew con
vert are often " more Catholic than the 
Pope," and unnece saril defensive. The 
natural! a them el e , if I lam i as good 
a Chn llanit wh did the decide to go 
a ain t the tream? On the other hand, 
there 1 another important que tion: Even 

Help bring 
the world 
together, 

one friendship 
at a time. 

Be an 
exchange student. 

If you're between 15 and 
19 and want to know 
about International 

Youth Exchange, send 
for more information. 

Write: ¥ t.rrH EXCHANGE, 
Pue blo, Colorado 81009 

SEVEN New Choir 
Robe Styles! 

Send For Your FREE Catalog 
Beautifully displayed are 

more than 53 robe styles, 
31 accessones, and over 

123 colors and fabncs 

-COLLEGIATE 
CAP & GOWN CO. 

D1vwon ofCa.mauon 

1000 Market t .. Champaign, IL 61 20 

am 

Church __________ _ 

Address -----------
City ____ _ 

Zip ____ _ 
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Step_hen Neill: 
"How My 

Mind 
Has Changed 

about 
Mission" 

A week with the senior mis.siologist of 
Christian worldwide witness. March 27-30, at 
Ventnoi; New Jersey. Join us for walks by the 
sea, mspiration for mis.sion, worship and 
fellowship. Space limited, apply early. 
Registration $30. 

for medical 
personnel, 
missionaries 
and other over-
seas workers
led by Drs. 
Jean and fames 
Morehead 

The Church's Role in Healing: 
Challenges and Opportunities in Community 
Based Primary Health Care, April 2-6, 1984. 
Co-sponsored by American Leprosy Missions, 
BMMF lnt'I, Christian Medical Society, and 
OMSC. Registration $45 

~ i th the best inte ntions, is any genu ine 
1nteract1on and dia logue poss ible when 
one pretends not to see the differences? We 
mu st understand Muslims and their faith 
wi thout w hitewashing the rea l differences 
and accept them as they are. ' 

Mehdi Abhari 

The Rev. Mehdi Abhari is an Iranian 
Presbyterian mini ster and a graduate of 
Princeton Theologi cal Seminary who now 
is associated w ith the Stony Point Confer
ence Center in Stony Point, New York. 

THE OTHER SIDE OF SILENCE: SIGN 
LANGUAGE AND THE DEAF COMMU
NITY IN AMERICA, 
by Arden Neisser. 
A lfred A. Knopf, 1983 . 301 pp. $15 .95 . 

There is another world inside our world . 
The deaf world is a world w ith its own 
culture, language, education and econ
omy. W ith w ithering irony, it can be stated 
that the deaf world in the United States is 
inv isible. 

Arden Neisser, a hearing person, has 
taken a novel approach to learning about 
the language of deaf people . She asked 
deaf people about their language. The 
languag~ of deaf people in this country is 
predominantly American Sign Language 
(ASL). Ne1sser says, " It is the fourth most 
commonly used language in the Un ited 
States-after English , Spanish and Ital
ian-with a signing population of nearly 
500,000" (p. 4). 
. Th~ United Nations and many noted 
lingui sts have recognized ASL as a Jegiti-

• :t'\ mate, though non-verbal , language. The 

'

o\""c..\ place where deaf people have the most 
~';7 difficulty getting their language recognized 

Two fu ll weeks- come either or both weeks IS in the education system . An interesting 
The Gospel and Urbanization: alliance of oralists (those educators who 
• April 23-27-Contemporary Issues in Urban focus on the need for deaf people to speak 

Evangelization- a Global Perspective Engli sh) and those concerned with " main-
• April 30-May 4-Your Ministry as Pastor. strear:n_ing" all persons with handicapping 

Evangelist and Catalyst for Change ' cond 1t1ons has conspired to block deaf 
Leaders: April 23-27, Raymond Bakke and children from learning with their first 
Raymond Fung. April 30-May 4, Roger language . Through the extensive use of 
Greenway, Samuel Escobar, and Michael interviews, Ms . Neisser shows how many 
Haynes. deaf people manage to obtain an educa-
Co-sponsored by: Inter-Varsity Evangelism, tion and keep their senses of humor 
Latin America Mission, Overseas Ministries d 

1 

Study Centei; Theological Students Fellowship, espite the efforts of those charged with the 
World Evangelical Fellowship, and World V1Sion. responsibility of educating them . 
Registration, $45 per week. Includes pre-seminar The author has a point of view-that ASL 
workbook/syllabus. should be used in the education of deaf 
", .. I. ~ , OVERSEAS MINISTRIES I people . This thes is is clear no matter who is 
~~ STUDY CENTER I being interviewed , which gives the book 
~ ......_ Box 2057, ventnot NJ 08406 I an i ~tema I_ honesty · Deaf people face 
Please send more infonnation: I disc~imina~ 1 ?~ because of their language. 
D How My Mind Has Changed about Mission, The insens1t1v1ty and derision of those who 

March 27-30, Stephen Neill I purport to help deaf people is painful to 
DThe Church's Role in Healing. April 2-6, Jean I read . The Other Side of Silence tells the 

and James Morehead t I d J d I 
D The Gospel and Urbanization, April 23_27, I s ory ou Y an c early . 

April 30-May 4, Bakke, Greenway, et al. I Toby Gould 

Name I Toby Gould is exectuve secretary of the 
Address I Health and Welfare Office of Ministries 
;;;;-;------,,,------=,-----I w ith Persons with Handicapping Condi-
~;2'----~~- --.E_P ____ I t1ons, of the BOGM . 
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THE DIVORCING CHR~STIAN 
by Lewis Rambo 
Abingdon Press . 96 pp. $4.95 

. Misery doesn't love company; misery 
di scovers help in the stories of those who 
have experienced pain and prevailed . 
Lewis Rambq, a United Church of Christ 
mini ster and professor of pastoral psychol
ogy at the Graduate Theological Union in 
Ca li fornia , _has written a book of helps for 
the divorcing Christian from his painful 
personal experience with reference to 
books helpful to him. 

In six brief chapters, the situation of the 
di vorcing Christian is presented by a 
" wounded healer." Practical and humor
ous insight into holding onto faith in the 
strnggle, while seeking companionship in 
dating and other aspects of human sexuali
ty, provides self-understand ing for writer 
and reader alike . Lewis Rambo concludes 
with the discovery of integrity within one's 
self. That is what conversion and salvation 
mean; a wholeness that can come from 
God to any person . 

The message of the church is a call to 
move from the judgment and condemna
tion so prevalent in conservative churches 
to being a community of acceptance, love, 
and supp~rt . In the chapter on ministering 
to the divorced , there is a plea for 
understand ing and movement beyond at
titudes of ignoring or condemning the 
divorced. 

Although personall y involved in his 
presentation , Lewis Ramo keeps his pro
fessional detachment enough to be helpful 
to many. For those who minister to the 
divorced , the book will be a window to the 
pai~ , . hurt, and guilt of the divorcing 
Christian . To the church, it is a call to move 
beyond judgment to love. To the divorced 
the book wi 11 be a word of hope for th~ 
wounded , presenting the possibility of 
wholeness . 

Harold C. Perdue 

Harold C. Perdue is pastor of St. Mark's 
UM Church , San Antonio , Texas . 

$ LET US 
HELP YOU 

Our denomination's Office of 
Finance and Field Service has in 
the last six years helped 1,020 
churches raise over $196 million. 

For a personal discussion of 
your church's opportunities and 
challenges, call: (212/870-3837). 
Or write: 

Office of Finance & Field Service 
United Methodist General Board 

of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 316 

New York, New York 10115 



Letters 
A Brazil Missionary Responds 

My copy of NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
comes by slow boat, therefore the Septem
ber issue arrived in late November which 
accounts for my delay in writing. I found 
Keith Rae's " Reflections on Church Devel
opment and Renewal " interesting but very 
misleading by the fact that it is very 
" touristy " and very " 4 75ish . " 

I would like to comment on a few of the 
points that Rae brings up. 

I know of no Methodist missionary or 
national leader who would disagree with 
Rae when he writes, " We live in a 
post-colonial age, and we must guard 
against the neo-colonial ist temptation to 
look for new ways of getting other people 
to serve our purposes . It is neces~aryforthe 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to be proclaimed 
(word) and lived out (deeds) in ways that 
make it relevant to the society where the 
church is placed ." But in reading the rest of 
the article I get the feeling that he is 
paint ing the Methodist missionaries in 
Brazi l as a bunch of unenlightened reac
tionaries which are set against the national 
church . 

For example, he cites a Brazilian church 
leader as saying, " I wish the missionaries 
would learn to dance the samba." What 
Rae did not mention was that during a 
missionary meeting (which he, too, at
tended) a choral group presented some 
samba dance numbers, and when the 
group invited the missionaries to join in, 
they did so with enthusiasm. If that church 
leader were to open a samba school for 
missionaries, I imagine it would be an 
immediate success. Also, that same Brazil 
ian leader knows very well that if he did 
open up that samba school there would be 
a backlash in the Brazilian church and 
petit ions would be circulated to impeach 
that leader and expel! the missionaries . 

The Methodist missionaries here have so 
identif ied w ith the Brazi lian culture and 
the people that their sons and daughters are 
going through the Brazilian educational 
system, marrying Brazil ians and staying in 
Brazi l. A high percentage of the mission
aries plan to retire and be buried in Brazil. 

We have committed ourselves to Christ 
and to the people whom we serve . We are 
not here on a mere " scalping" raid or as 
tourists. We are here to live and to die. 

I know of no Methodist missionary in 
Brazil who is experiencing " pain, frustra
tion and feel ings of rejection" when a 
national takes his or her place. For many 

years in the Brazilian Methodist Church 
there has been no office or posit ion that is 
reserved " for missionaries only." 

As for racism, a great majority of the 
missionaries understood the problem of 
rac ism in Brazilian society long before the 
consultation that Rae mentions. I personal 
ly felt that the Board was trying to conv ince 
me of something that I had been seeing and 
dealing w ith for 20 years . As the Portu
guese language wou Id put it, the Board 
was " raining where it was already wet. " 

We missionaries are dedicated , in
formed, compassionate, professiona l peo
ple. We have our li mitations, and we do 
err. Who is there better than our Brazilian 
brothers and sisters to help us through our 
mistakes? 

The missionar ies that I know don't go 
around spouting off the pet phrases of the 
latest theological fad . That doesn't say that 
we are react ionary. It says that we don't 
hop on every bandwagon that happens to 
pass by. We do our own thinking and we 
act respons ibl y. We resist man ipu lation 
and brainwashing. 

We are human, and we have our 
negative feel ings . Yes, there is host i lity 
toward the General Board of Global 
Min istries . How could it be otherwi se? It is 
the tension between classes. 

The 475 Riverside Drive staff represents 
the dominating class with its own salary 
scale (a well-guarded secret), ret irement 
plan and other fr inge benefits. 475 River
side Drive has money, power and influ
ence and uses its means to promote its own 
ideology, priorities, and in erests being 
answerab le to no one . 

On the other side there is the subordi
nate, missionary class w hich, although 
generally well-fed and well-treated , is 
pressured and controlled by 475 Ri verside 
Drive by all means at hand. 

Many see the 475 Riverside Drive class 
as set on eliminating the missionary class 
thus becoming free to promote a mi ss ion of 
on ly programs controlled by money. 

In th is structure of domination/subordi
nat ion it is difficu It to develop a deep spirit 
of " co-workmanship" between the two 
classes. Both have the spirit of " us" and 
" them ." There is a lot of George Orwell 's 
Big Brother involved . 

Both Rae's article and my repl y reflect 
thi s stru cture and its results. Rae put a lot of 
Rae in his arti cle and I put a lot of Santee in 
my response, so that makes us even for the 
time being. Oerrel H . Santee 

Brazi l 

Suffering in Afghanistan 

I read your fine magazine with interest 
regu larly. In your September, 1983 issue, 
you have mentioned Afghan istan and w hat 
transpired in the Si xth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in Vancouver, 
under the heading of " The WCC and 
Afghan istan" (ed itorials) . 

I am not going to philosophize on the 
irrational decis ion of the wee not to 
condemn the Soviet Union fo r its three-

yea r oppression of the people of Afgha nis
ta n. But I w ish to describe the real ities and 
the magnitude of the suffer ing caused by 
the Russian invasion. 

Th is shameless and inhuman act by the 
Soviet Union is one of the biggest crimes of 
th is century. The USSR wants to spread her 
borders closer to the warm waters of the 
Ind ian O cean and set the stage fo r the next 
move into Pak istan. 

Si nce the invasion every conceivable 
tactic of torture has been used by the Soviet 
Union in Afghan istan. People have been 
buried al ive by the truckload . Men, 
women, and even handicapped persons 
w ho have resisted the Soviets have had 
the ir limbs or organs mutilated or pulled 
out. Teenagers are fo rced to spy on thei r 
parents, re latives and fri ends. The Soviets 
burst into the homes on the pretense of 
searching for hidden weapons, but the rea l 
aim is to humi liate, rape and sq ueeze 
people to a point where there is no choice 
but to fl ee towards a sanctuary. 

Afghan people have suffered beyond 
imagi nat ion . There are three million refu
gees in Pa kistan alone, livi ng and survivi ng 
in the hot tents in the refugee camps, hopi ng 
to return home some day. O nce they had 
everyth ing but now they have nothing. 
Over one mi llion have been mu rdered 
ruth less ly. About two million are refugees . 

I hope your fi ne magazine will , in the 
nea r future , publish an art icle on this 
subject. Abdu l H ussain 

Amherst, New York 

The w riter was born in Afghanistan. 

LETIERS TO THE EDITOR should be addressed 
to The Editor, New World O utlook, Room 1349, 
475 Riverside Drive, ew York, N .Y. 10115 , 
and shou ld include the w riter's full name, 
address and home telephone. Letters may be 
edited for space and cla rity, and we cannot 
acknowledge or return unused letters. 

~~Ir~~nd8Je~~!t~o~~he 
banks of the Mississippi use Steve 
Rose's adaptations of great hymns as 
a fundamental part df their worship? 
Quite simply because Rose's NEW 
HYMNAL is the best guide yet for a 
move beyond the increasingly 
unsingable legacy of the lyricists of 
the past. But also because Rose treats 
these received lyrics with great 
respect, seeking always to match the 
beauty of their fine cadences with his 
new verses. With the NEW HYMNAL 
you receive blanket permission to 
reproduce hymns for local use for a 
one-time fee of ten cents per copy. It's 
a large-print, finely-done labor of love 
for the grass roots church . Get you r 
copy now. 

Send $10 per copy to: 
Persephone Music, Box 444, 
Great Barrington, MA 01230. 
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About Missions 
A group of Cuban Christ ian chu rch 

leaders spoke at a recent meeting of 
the General Board of Global Minis
tries. They then itinerated to various 
conferences and churches so United 
Methodists in different parts of the 
country could hear them . O ne pastor 
was so impressed he taped the mes
sage and made dupl icates of the tape 
avai lable to every Conference Mission 
Secretary in the Southeastern Jurisdic
tion. Not all members of the church 
had the benefit of hearing any of the 
presentations. Some ask questions like 
the fo llowi ng: 

It's 
'Co Your 

How does the Board justify sup
porting the Church in Cuba, a com
munist' country? 

Our support is not for the commu
ni st government or society but for a 
Christian people who are challenged 
by and challenging a new society . As 
o ne Cuban church leader said , 
" Chri stian ity existed long before com
munism and long before capitalism 
and will still be in existence when both 
of them are gone." Many Cuban 
church members have said that the 
best Christ ian witness that they can 
give is through immersing themselves 
wholl y in the life of their society . It is 
not uncommon to find Cuban church 
members who excel in their areas of 
work and study and through their 
example express the Word to others. 

Cuban Methodists have realized 
that their faith can be expressed 
through any ideology because Chris
tianity goes beyond systems. Through 
the example of their witness to Jesus, 

It is to your 
advantage to see 

Advantacet 

"BO RN TO GIVE" 
if you haven 't 
viewed it yet - or 
to see it aga in if you 
have. "BORN TO 
GIVE", produced in 
1981, is one of 
U nited Methodism's 
most popular fi lms. 
In addition to 
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Contact your conference resource center (film 
library) or EcuFilm , 810 Twelfth Ave. S., N ash
ville, T N 37203 (rental, $15; sale, $ 150). 
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telling the story of 
our church 's pro
gram of second-mile 
giving to missions 
and relief/ rehabil
itation , the 
A dvance, this 
30-minute color fi lm 
is a warm story of 
Christian love and 

_ outreach. ~ 

1~~0 oou~ :_l, 
\).utC\•· 

!Show it in -your c o c 
~ oD 0 0 

~ 

they are able to show others that 
fulfillment of material needs cannot 
provide that empowering sense of the 
meaning of life the Church gives as its 
special offering to its people. 

Significantly, the Methodist Church 
there is particularly dynamic. It is 
totally indigenous in its staffing, has 
one of the strongest and freest student 
Chri stian movements in Latin Ameri
ca , and it is the only economically 
self-sufficient Methodist Church in 
Latin America . They receive no funds 
from the U .S. General Board for 
ministerial salary support, programs or 
seminary train ing. But the church 
there has requested funds to renovate a 
number of their church buildings. 

The Cuban church does receive our 
support in the form of prayer, through 
maintaining contacts with persons 
who visit us as well as our visits there 
and through assistance which is not in 
violation of governmental regulations . 

Many people in America have lost 
faith in many of our basic institutions, 
including the Church. Can anything 
be done to re-establish confidence in 
our institutions? 

The Church is a marvelous institu
tion with a faithful and incredible track 
record. There are many people who 
still are committed to the Church as an 
institution , but they quietly go about 
being the Church and this seldom 
makes the news. Then when some
thing startling or sensational happens, 
it's picked up by the news media and 
the impression is given that this is the 
whole church. The Sixty Min
utes/Reader's Digest issue of a year ago 
is a good example of this . Little, if 
anything, was mentioned by the media 
about the multitude of good being 
done by the churches. That is not 
newsworthy. In my judgment, the 
media tends to focus on the criticisms, 
areas of need to which the Church 
ought to be responding, but has not 
been able to for one reason or another. 

Can anything be done? I think we 
must all work at having greater faith in 
one another and in showing more trust 
in those selected to give leadership in 
the Church . This doesn't mean " bl ind 
faith ," but a supportive, positive trust 
which comes by being knowledgable 
and aware . -Donald E. Struchen 

READERS ARE INVITED to pose questions about 
missions. Please add ress letters to : Q & A About 
Missions, New World Outlook, Room 1349, 
475 Riverside Drive , New York, N.Y. 10115. 
We cannot acknowledge or return unused 
questions. 



u ities 

Following are some of the mission openings available through the General Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Methodist Church. Requests for a complete list of openings, and 
inquiries about any of the opportunities for mission service listed on this page should be 
addressed to : Mission Personnel Resources, Room 1470, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 
10115. The General Board of Global Ministries is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action 
Employer. 

DOMESTIC 
(U .S., Puerto Rico , U.S. Virgin Islands) 

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY workers 
are needed in the following locations and 
situations: 

Florida-To work with church cluster in 
two counties with large ethnic minority 
populations. Ministry for older adults is a 
priority. Lack of public transportation and 
unemployment are major concerns . 

Mississippi-Person to work with Delta 
Resources Committee, an ecumenical 
community service organization which 
addresses needs and social problems of 
Black persons in the poorest section of 
state. Programs range from emergency 
assistance to advocacy for clients, coun
seling in areas of budgeting, homemak
ing, and the root causes of poverty. 

Mississippi-Work here will be with the 
Winston County United Methodist Min-

. istry, a cooperative ministry involving 15 
United Methodist churches. Program is 
designed to strengthen these churches 
and to enable them to reach out to their 
communities. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, Nome Com
munity Center, Nome, Alaska 

RESIDENCE DIRECTOR for the Mary 
Elizabeth Inn, San Francisco, CA. 

REGISTERED NURSES FOR OB/GYN, 
at Newark Hospital , El Paso, Texas. 

YOUTH PROGRAM COORDINATOR, 
Wesley Community Center, Phoenix, AZ. . 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, Wesley 
Community House, Louisville, KY. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, assistant ex
ecutive director and a Community Pro
gram Director positions available at Unit-

ed Methodist Neighborhood Centers, 
Nashville, TN . 

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR needed for 
the Mccurdy Schools, Espanola, New 
Mexico. 

ASSISTANT TO DEVELOPMENT officer, 
Robinson School , Santurce, Puerto Rico. 

THE RED BIRD MISSION, located in a 
rural, low-income area in Kentucky, con
sists of a network of different institutions 
and services trying to minister to the 
people of Appalachia. The mission has a 
school , hospital, dental clinic, and public 
health care. Pastors of Red Missionary 
Conference minister to the Red Bird 
Mission and the community. Persons 
needed include pastors for Red Bird 
Missionary Conference, registered 
nurses and a family practictioner for Red 
Bird Hospital, a houseparent for Hender
son Settlement, and an executive director 
and houseparents for Red Bird Mission, 
Inc. 

US - 2 PROGRAM 

YOUNG ADULTS to serve in a variety of 
ministries in U.S. and Virgin Islands. Must 
have background in liberal arts, econom
ics, political science, sociology, etc., or in 
health professions, recreation, child care, 
teaching , counseling , community organ
izing , issue education or church pro
gramming. Must have commitment to 
Christian faith and The Church. Sensitivi
ty in cross-cultural settings is important. 
Financial support includes housing , food, 
health insurance, $200 per month sti
pend. Apply immediately if interested. 

OVERSEAS 

VOCATION ED specialist, India, to train 
high school grads as fitters , machinists, 

tool-and-die makers, rural agro-mechan
ics. Term: 3 years. 

PROGRAM ASSOCIATES for Ch ina 
Program w/laison functions in U.S., Hong 
Kong, and perhaps China. Asian Ameri
cans preferred . 

PASTORAL COUPLES (3) for Brazil. 
Please note, however, that effort to 
secure visas for mission personnel in 
Brazil is an extremely long and often 
unsuccessful one. We continue to include 
these openings in hopes that situation will 
change. 

PASTORAL COUPLES needed for Carib
bean region . Specific assignments will be 
made through the Methodist Church in the 
Caribbean and the Americas. 

PHYSICIAN, for Haiti. There is great need 
for a physician especially in the area 
outside of Port-au-Prince. The Jeremie 
Circuit has a social program with several 
dimensions but at this point does not 
include medical services. They wish to 
further serve the community by adding 
this ministry. 

TEACHERS OF ENGLISH as foreign 
language are needed at Taiwan Theologi
cal School , Wesley Girls High School , 
Taiwan, and Tainan Theological School. 

SECONDARY TEACHERS, Zimbabwe, 
especially in English, math, general sci
ence, biology, chemistry, physics, teach
ers' training. 

TEACHING NUSRE, Kamina, Zaire , for 
3-year course for registered nurses, 
serving hospital and 16 rural health 
centers . 

MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES , 
Japan/Korea , to teach in Christian 
schools, intermediate to university level. 
Terms: 2-3 years. 

CONSULTANT on special ministries, 
Korea, with Korean Methodist Confer
ence on the development and support of 
special ministries. Work with handi
capped , urban/factory workers. Term: 4 
years, renewable. 

FIELD TREASURER, Zaire, to work with 
3 Annual Conferences. B.A. accounting 
and business administration preferred. 

CHINA PROGRAM ASSOCIATES. Per
sons to be involved in laison functions in 
the U.S., service with Chinese persons 
coming to U.S., briefing for Americans 
going to and returning from China, travel 
and meetings on behalf of China Program 
and building relationships with similar 
programs and especially with Christian 
persons and agencies in China. Prefer
ence given applicants from the Asian 
American community. 

EVANGELISTIC TEACHER needed for 
Sierra Leone, West Africa. 
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DlllD~~·~ CLASSIFIED 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regular feature designed as an 
exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers . Rates for 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15) . Post Office 
Box numbers and telephone numbers count as two words each; 
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word . Send all copy (wi th 
check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to : NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York, 
N.Y. 101"15 . 

For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/ca ll: 
The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road, King of Prussia , PA 
19406 (215) 265-0648 . 

REAL ESTATE RENTALS/SALES 

HOUSE, POCONO MTS., 3 BR, fully furn ., 

wrap-around pat io, lakeview, 1 V2 hrs . NYC, 

15 mins . Camel Back Mts., ski resort. 

Excel lent ski ing in winter. Swimming, boat

ing, tennis, horseback riding, camping fac il

ities nearby. 5 mins. to shops . Monthly, 

week ly, week-end , long-term rates . Contact: 

G. Patterson (212) S59-5825 . Weekdays 
after 6 pm: (212) 864-8049 . 

$106,800, Tampa, Florida. 4/2 Split Bed

room Plan , 1800 square feet, approximately 

167 X 140, corner lot. Evenings: 813/988-

3981 

$37,500, Brandon , Florida. 1.1 acre, wood

ed with pine and oak in SOUTHOAK, a 

residential complex. Evenings: 813/988-
3981 

POSITIONS OPEN 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Town and 

Country Ministries , National Division , Gen

eral Board of Global Ministries. 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, Voluntary Ser

vices, National Division, General Board of 

Global Ministries. 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE , Urban Minis

tries, National Division , General Board of 
Global Ministries . 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE for Congregational 

Development, National Division, Genera l 

Board of Global M inistries. 

5 FIELD REPRESENTATIVES needed in Of

fice of Finance & Field Services, General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY for Leadership De
velopment, Women's Division, Genera l 

Board of Global Ministries. 

PROPERTY and Office Manager, Women's 

Division, General Board of Global Minis
tries. 

RECORDI NG SECRETARY, General Admin

istration, General Board of Global Minis
tries. 

SECRETARY for Annua l Conference Rela

tions , Genera l Adm inistration , General 

I Board of Global Ministries. 

RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, National Divi

sion , General Board of Global Ministries. 

ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY , 
Section of Mission Resources, Mission 

Education & Cultivation , General Board of 
Global Ministries. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, Field Interpre

tation , Mission Education & Cultivation, 

General Board of Global Ministries. 

ASSOCIATE FOR COMPUTER MANAGE

MENT, National Division, General Board of 

Global Ministries. 

ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY, 

Section of Christian Social Relations , 

Women's Division , General Board of Global 

Ministries . 

ADMINISTRATOR (PROPERTY/INSUR

ANCE/LEGAL) , General Board of Global 
Ministries. 

FINANCIAL SYSTEMS TRAINER/ADMIN

ISTRATOR, General Board , Treasury. 

FINANCIAL SYSTEMS ANALYST, Gener

al Board , Treasury. 

letters of application and resume may be 

sent to: Personnel Di rector, The General 
Board of Global Ministries, 475 Riverside 

Drive, Room 1476, New York, N.Y. 10115. 

The General Board of Global Ministries is an 

Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action 
Employer. 

RETREAT CENTERS/CAMPS 

GULFSIDE METHODIST ASSEMBLY is a 

sprawling 140-acre retreat center along the 
Gulf of Mexico, 55 miles from New Orleans. 

Related to The United Methodist Church , 
Gu lfside has been a center for Christ ian 

education, culture and recreation for nearly 
six decades. Founded in 1923, Gul fside's 

ba lmy weather, stately Miss iss ippi pines and 
large shady oaks lure church groups, co llege 

students and civic clubs to its grounds year 
after year. Camping privi leges available at 

nominal cost. Overnight accommodations 

for 100, banquet fac i lities for 300 persons 

also ava ilable. Auditorium seats 1,000. 

Crabbing, fishing, swimming are part of 

Gulfside's aquat ic activities. For more infor

mation contact : Executive Director, Gulfside 

Methodist Assembly, Waveland , MS 39576, 
or ca ll: (601 /467-4909). 
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NEXT 
MONTH 

A TALE OF TWO CHURCHES-NEW WORLD OUTLOOK 
TAKES YOU TO TWO TEXAS CHURCHES 300 MILES APART. 
BOTH ARE ETHNIC MINORITY LOCAL CHURCHES ROOTED 
IN THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE OF THE AMERI
CAN SOUTHWEST, AND BOTH ARE REACHING OUT IN 
EFFORTS TO EXPAND THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE RIO 
GRANDE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. AN ARTICLE BY STAFF 
WRITER NELSON A. NAVARRO. 

CHILE-UNTIL 1973, CHILE COULD BOAST THE LONGEST 
CONTINUOUS DEMOCRACY IN LATIN AMERICA. BUT THAT 
YEAR GEN. AUGUSTO PINOCHET UGARTE TOOK OVER 
AND INSTALLED A MILITARY DICTATORSHIP THAT HAS 
RULED EVER SINCE. A SPECIAL PHOTO FEATURE BY 
PHOTOGRAPHER KEN SILVERMAN, WITH TEXT BY CON
TRIBUTING EDITOR CHARLES E. BREWSTER. 

BOTSWANA-IN A HIGHLY ENTERTAINING AND INFOR
MATIVE ARTICLE RETIRED MISSIONARY DONALD E. 
RUGH PROVIDES AN INSIDER'S VIEW OF ONE OF 
AFRICA'S LEAST PUBLICIZED COUNTRIES. 

ALSO: Q & A ABOUT MISSIONS, A NEW COLUMN BY 
DONALD E. STRUCHEN THAT ANSWERS READER 'S 
QUESTIONS ABOUT MISSIONS ... AND MISSION OPPOR
TUNITIES, AN EXPANDED SECTION HIGHLIGHTING OPEN
INGS FOR MISSIONARY SERVICE IN THE U.S. AND 
OVERSEAS. 

0 1 Year $7.00 (U.S.A.) 
0 Combination with Responae $13.00 
0 2 Years $13.00 
0 Combination w/Response $25.00 

0 New Subecrlptlon 

0 Renewal 

0 Payment EnclOled 

Note: Canadian and foreign add $3 per year for postage and handling 

(surface mail); add S25 per year for airmail to foreign subacrlbars. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

NAME ---------------
(Please Print) 

ADDRESS -------------

-----------Zip-----

MAIL TO: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK - Magazine Circulation 
Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 
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A Very Special Magazine 

For the story of people in mission and information that 
will keep you up-to-date on how The United 
Methodist Church is linked in mission with people in 
more than 100 countries around the world , including 
the U.S., turn to New World Outlook. 

If you do, then ten times a year you can look forward 
to reading : 

• In depth features which provide valuable informa
tion and ideas on all aspects of United Methodist 
missions. 

• Letters from overseas mission workers. 

• Special mission features that take you behind
the-scenes and offer a rare look at how some local 
churches are confronting some of the same day-to
day problems. 

• UPDATES on new and developing trends in all 
areas of missions: Evangelism, Church Growth, 
Health Care, Leadership Development, Missionary 
Recruitment, etc. 

•On-Target columns by Creighton Lacy, professor 
of world Christianity, Duke Divinity School, Durham, 
NC; James M. Ault, Bishop, Pittsburgh Area; 
Leontine T.C. Kelly, Assistant General Secretary, 
Section on Evangelism, General Board of Disciple
ship, Nashville, TN. ; and Donald E. Struchen, 
coordinator of mission leaders, General Board of 
Global Ministries. 

To continue your mission education all year round 
and examine every aspect of United Methodist 
missions, subscribe to New World Outlook today. It is 
a very special magazine. 




