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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

October 1983 

THE VANCOUVER ASSEMBLY. As expected, the World Council of Churches drew heavy 
criticism for its supposed "softness" towards communist and radical regimes and its 
"unduly harsh 11 attitude towards western governments, particularly the United 
States, during its recent meeting at the sprawling 900-acre campus of the 
University of British· Columbia. Nonetheless, the WCC's Sixth Assembly managed a 
show of unity over a document of "common understanding" on baptism, the eucharist 
and the ministry, and, more dramatically, over a well-attended series of 
multicultural worship services that culminated in a stirring recitation of the 
Lord's Prayer by 3,000 worshippers representing the vast multitude of faiths and 
languages of the WCC's 300 member churches. 

Adjudged by many surprised observers as the "most reverent" in the council ' s 
35-year history, the signs of unity have prompted some theologians to suggest that 
Christianity may be entering a 11 preconciliar 11 stage of reunion after innumerable 
schisms beginning in A.O. 451. 

Currently being circulated by the Vatican to all Roman Catholic bishops, the 
theological document has raised hopes for a future religious "summit" between Pope 
Paul II and major religious leaders associated with the world ecumenical body. For 
many WCC supporters and critics alike, the document signals the somewhat cautious 
re-emergence of theology as a major emphasis of the world body's work after more 
than a decade of what many critics believe to be an over-concentration on "peace 
and justice" issues such as racism, disarmament, hunger and ideology. 

The 17-day meeting (July 24-August 10) involving 800 delegates and over 4,000 
4,000observers and press representat i ves ended on Aug. 10 after prolonged debates 
and sometimes bitter confrontations over major political issues on which t he world 
body has sometimes taken highly controversial actions in the past. 

Most hotly contested of these issues was a declaration urging the cessation of 
arms supplies to Afghanistian rebels and withdrawal of Soviet troops as part of a 
political settlement of the four-year war. Opponents of the declaration accused the 
WCC of "lack of balance" in dealing with Soviet 11 aggression 11

, especially after 
Soviet-bloc delegates warned that any overt denunciation of the Kremlin's policies 
could mean their pull-out from the world body. 

On Central America, the WCC pointedly accused· the Reagan administration of 
11 destabilizing 11 Nicaragua's Sandinista regime, which it prai sed for "life-affirming 
achievements". Furthermore, the statement described the U.S. position in the 
war-torn region as an attempt to "contain the aspirations of the Central American 
peoples." 

Condemning the nuclear arms race as a "crime against humanity", the WCC urged 
Christians to step up protest activities, including the possible use of civil 
disobedience. 

Other statements affirmed previous support for the "justice of the Palestinian 
cause" and called on the churches to increase efforts in monitoring, advocacy and 
solidarity work with human rights organizations working against such practices as 
torture, genocide and the illegal detention of political prisoners. "Mandatory and 



comprehensive sanctions" including an "effective oil embargo" and disinvestment by 
western investors were proposed in a statement highly critical of South Africa's 
continuing apartheid policy. 

Looking ahead to its next assembly sometime in 1990 or 1991, the WCC elected 
new sets of officials for its seven-member presidium, which includes Dame Nita 
Barrow, a Methodist health consultant from Barbados, and also for its 145-member 
Central Committee, which guides the council's activities in between assemblies. of 
A major task fac i ng the WCC is to find a successor to General Secretary Philip 
Potter, the 62-year-old Methodist minister from Domenica in the Caribbean, who will 
be retiring after a 13-year stint in 1985. Bishop James A. Ault of Pittsburgh, who 
is the president of GBGM's Mission Education Cultivation Program Department, headed 
the 24-member United Methodist delegation to the assembly. 

ZIMBABWE. United Methodist Bishop Abel Muzorewa, who is also a member of parliament 
and a former prime minister of the beleaguered Southern African nation, has charged 
the government of Prime Minister Robert Mugabe with massive human rights 
violations, particularly in the area of religion, which he described as "worse" 
than under the white minority regime that ruled the former British colony until 
1979. 

Prompting Bishop Muzorewa 1 s recent outburst was a July 10th incident in which 
1,000 supporters of Mr. Mugabe allegedly stoned a group of worshippers who were 
attending the dedication conducted by the bishop of a new church in Hunyani, near 
the capital city of Harare. The bishop, who heads the opposition United African 
National Council Party which has a few seats in the parliament, said the attack was 
a "definite illustration of the oppression of the freedom of speech, freedom of 
assembly, freedom of association and freedom of worship which is now growing worse 
by the day in this country". 

Over the last few months, human rights groups like the country's Catholic 
Commission of Justice and Peace have been calling international attention to what 
it called a "rising level of violence", particularly in the southwestern 
Matabeleland province, the stronghold of Joshua Nkomo, Mr. Mugabe's erstwhile 
co-leader in the guerrilla war against the Ian Smith government and now a bitter 
enemy of the Mugabe regime. Mr. Nkomo recently returned to Zimbabwe after spending 
five months in self-exile in England. 

Bishop Muzorewa was the leader of moderate black nationalists who sought an 
"internal settlement" in Zimbabwe, then named Rhodesia, with the white minority 
regime. He assumed the post of prime minister in 1979 but was replaced a few months 
later by Mr. Mugabe following a British-supervised election in which all political 
parties took part. 

NO MORE FOOD CUTS. The U.S. House of Representatives, in an overwhelming 407-16 
vote, has reassured some 40 million hungry Americans that there will be no further 
cuts i n food programs in 1984 or 1985. Although the promise came in the form of a 
nonbinding reso l ution, it was enough to prompt an astonished President Ronald 
Reagan to appoint a commission to study the nation's hunger problem and to report 
back to him wi t hin 90 days on its findings. 

Until recently, the administration had voiced skepticism about mounting reports 
from food banks, churches, nutrition experts, mayors and governors, that, for the 
first time in more than a decade, hunger was on the rise in America, just as it is 
in much of the world. 

In the last two years, the administration had succeeded in trimming several 
bi l li on dollars from food programs, particularly those involving foodstamps. In 
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announcing the formation of the commission, officials said it will increase 
distribution of surplus and other food products to the poor. 

The action ended a sit-in at t he Department of Agriculture building in 
Washington which was or ganized by the Coalition for Creative Non-Violence, a 
Christian group which earl i r staged a hunger strike in Kansas City, Mo. for more 
food distribution. 

WAR TAX PROTEST. For the second year, the Rev. Carl Lundborg has refused to pay the 
50 percent of his federal taxes that, he says, goes to support the military. 

The pastor of the First and Summer f ield United Methodist Church of New Haven, 
Ct., is strongly supported by his congre gation which has rejected an Internal 
Revenue Service request to turn over his withheld tax payments of $1,200. A recent 
st ory in the New York Times quoted the pastor as saying he is normally very 
respectful of authority and has never been arrested. However, he added, he was 
withholding tax payments because he be lieves that "unabated tax support for a 
mi l itary buildup may end in a nuc l ear war that could destroy life on earth". 

IRS records show that the Rev. Lundbor g is among last year's 844 so-called 
war-tax resisters, up sharply from 186 people in 1978. No further action has been 
made by the IRS but it warned that war -tax resisters face such actions as the 
possible attachment of bank account s , wages , personal and real property. 

MARRIED PRIESTS. A new Gallup Poll shows t ha t American Catholics overwhelmingly 
favor moves to permit their clergy to ma r ry and continue to function as priests. 

Conducted earlier this spring, the 2-to-l poll involving 1,326 scientifically 
selected adults revealed that 58 percent of those asked said they favored married 
priests while 33 percent were opposed. The r est had no opinion. 

In general, women, younger peop le, and those having higher income and 
educational status tended to give stronger support f or married priests . Acceptance 
was highest in the East: 61 to 32, and lowest in the Midwest: 53 to 34. 

The survey was commissioned by the Nat ional Federation of Priests' Councils, 
which represents priests senates across the country, and CORPUS (Corps of Reserve 
Priests United for Service), the larges t nat ional organization of former priests, 
many of whom are married. 

BURUNDI. The 10,000-member Evangelical Episcop al Church of Burundi (EECB), formally 
established in 1980 by the World Gospel Missi on, an American evangelical mission 
group based in Marion, Indiana, is seekin g to join the United Methodist family. 

Expressing dissatisfaction with it s par en t body's "paternalistic approach to 
mission", the EECB has won support from the Africa Central Conference of the United 
Method i st Church, which expects posit i ve acti on wh en the proposal is brought before 
the coming 1984 General Conference. 

United Method i st officials say the EECB is just one of several 
evangelical-oriented African churches in such countries as Malawi, Ghana, Nigeria 
and Lesotho that are seeking to j oin the denomination. 

According to the Central Confere nce team that met with the EECB's leadership, 
thi s "growing trend" may be ascribed to the continuing refusal of evangelical 
groups to address themselves to the "gl ob al realities" of the societies in which 
they find themselves immersed . 

STAR WAR S. The Force behind the "Star Wars " movies, that mythic trilogy of the 
triumph of good over evil, may be t he mo st popular expression of Christ's teachings 



or the finest cinematic exploration of the mysteries of Taoism, Yoga and Zen 
Buddhism, depending, of course, on which religious writer you would like to agree 
with. 

Close on the heels of the box-office success of the third and final film, "The 
Return of the Jedi", two studies have recently come out on the religious 
antecedents of the adventures of the young hero Luke Skywalker. Christian writer 
Robert Short, whose "Gospel According to Peanuts" first drew attention to his 
extractions of gospel themes from popular entertainment contends in his new book 
"The Gospel from Outer Space" that the "Star Wars" story is not simply a science 
fiction tale set in the future but a cosmic battle that has already taken place in 
the sense that it affirms the Christian "good news" of God's triumph over all the 
forces of sin and evil. 

Gracia Fay Ellwood and Robert Ellwood, both Quakers and writers on religious 
themes, on the other hand, observe in a recent paper prepared for the Mythopoeic 
Conference at California's Scripps College that the Force has its closest parallel 
lel to the ancient Chinese concept of chi (force), which refers to a "vital energy" 
that "emanates from all things and flowsthrough all". 

However, Dale Pollack, author of 11 Skywalking 11
, a recently published biography 

of "Star Wars" filmmaker George Lucas, asserts that · the Force was based on 
hoped-for dramatic effects rather than any preconceived religious models. However, 
he also said that Mr. Lucas' concept was heavily influenced by Carlos Castaneda's 
"Tale of Power", which was in turn based on "passive Oriental philosophies and the 
Judaeo-Christian ethic of responsibility and self-sacrifice". 

PERSONALIA. Dr. Joseph Lee and Ms. Ma ry Hicks Good has joined the National 
Division's Congregational Development Program Management Unit as its two new Field 
Representatives. Formerly pastor of the Sunnyside U.M.C. in Sunnyside, Washington, 
Dr. Lee will serve in the Office New Church Development. A Mathematics specialist 
in the Detroit school system and a full-time church volunteer, Ms. Good will be 
related to the Office of Church Redevelopment ... Robert C. Bennett of Houston, Tx., 
is the new president of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Worship, Music and 
Other Arts. He succeeds Ms. Janet Lee of Clawson, Mich .... Dr. Marjorie Suchocki has 
been named Dean of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. A graduate of 
Pomona College and of the Claremond Graduate School in California, where she 
obtained her Ph.D., she is the first woman appointed as an academic dean in a 
United Methodist seminary. Before her appointment, Dr. Suchocki was associate 
professor of Theology a d director of the Doctor of Ministry Program at the 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary .... Ms. Betty Henderson, associate general secretary 
of GBGM's National Division resigned from her post as of August 18th. 

IN MEMORIAM. The Rev. Nelson Allen Price, father of Nelson Price of the United 
Methodist Communications, Public Media Division, who died in early August in 
Pettersburg, Fla ..•• The Rev. D. Dillon Holt, a president emeritus of Scarritt 
College, who died June 29 in West Jefferson, N.C .... Mr. Raoul Rodriguez, Sr., the 
father of UMGBGM General Services Director Raoul Rodriguez, Jr., who died on June 
29 in New York City. 
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~ EDITORIALSbJ 
THE wee AND AFGHANISTAN 

At the opening of the Sixth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches in 
Vancouver British Method ist Pauline 
Webb said " All over the world, it 
seems, people are engaged in the 
bloodletting fanaticism of our time as 
though human lives were disposable 
counters in the game of power poli
tics ... . And not even the churches have 
clean hands in all this bloody mess. We 
have not spoken in very clear lan
guage .... " 

At Vancouver the World Council 
came within a whisker of saying some
thing clearly about one of the bloodiest 
of today's fanaticisms: the three year 
oppression of the people of Afghanistan 
by the Soviet Union. Unfortunately, a 
motion that would have called for the 
immediate withdrawal of Soviet troops 
was narrowly defeated by a 306 to 278 
vote, with 35 abstentions. 

In this magazine' s February, 1980 
issue, we wrote that " the Russian action 
is a threat to peace which has justifiably 
earned the condemnation of most na
tions of the world ." In that same month , 
the executive committee of the World 
Council of Churches also called the 
invasion of Afghanistan "a threat to 
peace". How much it was a threat was 
only dimly perceived at the time. 

Now, three and half years later, the 
Soviet Union is still mired in Afghanis
tan , too strong to be thrown out by the 
Afghan resistance movements in the 
mountains but not strong enough to 
subjugate a fiercely proud and inde
pendent people who clearly prefer the 
teachings and authority of Mohammad 
and Mecca to those of Marx and 
Moscow. The single largest refugee 

1 

problem now in the world is in Pakistan, 
which is host to some 3 million Afghan 
refugees . 

It is unfortunate that the World 
Council could not quite bring itself to 
ask the Soviets to get out. The vote 
played into the hands of the Council 's 
critics and overshadowed in news 
reports the remarkable worship experi
ences and discussions of the three week 
event. Much of the coverage was 

predictable, but in view of the narrow
ness of the vote hardly justifiable. 
Moreover, it is clear that many who 
voted not to denounce the Sov iets did so 
out of concern for the delicate situation 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Eventually the Assembly passed a 
resolution supporting the initiatives of 
the United Nations. These include 
asking an end to arms supplies to the 
Afghan resistance groups and that So
viet troops should withdraw as part of a 
total settlement. Presbyterian William 
P. Thompson, head of the drafting 
committee, said this was " the least that 
could be accepted by one side, the 
most. .. by another." But it is hard to 
deny the truth of a leader of the Church 
of Pakistan, Alexander J. Malik, that 
" the drafters have selected the weakest 
possible language. " 

There must be a point somewhere 
when concern for the tenuous situation 
of the Russian Orthodox is outweighed 
by the need to speak a forceful word in 
the spirit of the Old Testament prophets, 
not to mention the liberation theolo
gians so much in vogue at the World 
Cou nci I. Three and a half years of Soviet 
tanks in the streets of Kabul would 
appear to be pretty close to that point. 
Pauline Webb had it right: let' s say it 
clearly . 

SHARING THE BLAME 
Accusations by the Soviet Union that 

United States mil itary exercises in Cen
tral America represent " a relapse into 
gunboat diplomacy" is akin to the pot 
calling the kettle black. Neitherthe U.S. 
nor the Soviet Union need to blame 
each othe·r for the mess in Central 
America, or, for that matter, for the 
untidy conditions that exist in much of 
the developing world . There' s more 
than enough blame to be shared by both 
world powers along with al I of the rest of 
the industrialized world . What we are 
seeing today in the form of uprisings, 
insurgencies, revolutions , rebellions, 
leanings to the left, whatever one wants 
to call them, is the result of years of 
economic, social and political injustice 
and the effects of our own neglect. 

Had we been concerned seriously 
enough about promoting democracy, or 
compassionate enough to help those in 
need because it's the right th ing to do, 
then probably there wou Id not be a 
Communist Cuba today, no Sandinista 
regime in Nicaragua, and no " Baby 
Doc" Duvalier to buy off in Haiti . 
Instead, what we have seen over the 
years is one side, the U.S. and its allies, 
being friendly with dictators and bruta l 
military regimes that oppress the ir own 
people, while the other side, the Soviet 
Union and its surrogates, exploit the 
pain and misery of the poorfortheirown 
political purposes . The Soviet Union 
and its allies would be unable to exploit 
unstable situations if the West would 
respond to the needs of the poor in a 
manner that would make a real differ
ence in the life of the poor. Thus what is 
needed is concrete and substant ial 
economic, social and techn ica l assist
ance, not more of the same kind of 
colonialistic intervent ion ism that still 
shames our past. 

President Reagan's proclaimed basic 
aim of halting the spread of Soviet
Cuban influence in Central America has 
little chance of succeeding if so much 
weight continues to be given to military 
solutions rather than letting Mexico, 
Venezue la and the other members of 
the Contadora group do what they can 
to resolve the cr isis . Fortunately there 
has been some movement in th is 
direction . 

In the final analys is, however, it 
cannot be repeated too often or too 
loudly that the success of Communism 
in Central America does not hinge on 
what the Soviet Union or Cuba does. 
Military dictators, tyrants and injustice, 
not Communists, spawned the turmoil 
in Central America . The wealth of a few, 
the poverty of the masses and the fa i lure 
of industrialized nations to heed the 
anguished cries of the poor for help are 
the chief reasons behind the trouble in 
Central America . Unti l we and our all ies 
are w i lling to address the poverty in the 
world , insurrections will continue to 
sprout as w eeds in an unattended 
garden . 



RE:FLE:CTION~ ON CHURC 

During a visit to Brazil last spring, I 
was somewhat surprised to find 

that among some of our missionaries 
there were pockets of hostility toward 
the General Board of Global Minis
tries, and particularly toward the 
World Program Division . Nor was I 
prepared for what appeared to be an 
adversary relationship between some 
missionaries and leaders of the Brazi 1-
ian Methodist Church over a new 
program called Life and Mission that 
the Church adopted in 1982. 

I was· aware that in the United States 
the General Board of Global Ministries 
had been under attack from within The 
United Methodist Church as well as 
from without. Another round of criti
cism came in the May-June issue of 
Good News, which subjected the 
Board to scrutiny in an article entitled 
" Missions Derailed" . Citing numbers 
of missionary personnel and levels of 
financial support, the author contrast
ed the Board with the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention. 

Earlier, during my visit to Brazil , I 
was taken aback when a missionary 
challenged me with the question, 
"Why can't we be more like the 
Southern Baptists?" My sense of the 
total conversation I had with this 
missionary was that he operated out of 
a world view and philosophy of 
mission that differs substantially from 
mine-and from that of the World 
Division . 

Many critics of the Division see the 
world as a place to be conquered for 
Christ. They feel that the World 
Division shou ld lead a program of 
conquest by initiating evangelistic 
programs in Brazil and other places 
without regard to the autonomy of 
colleague churches or the spirit of 
partnership. From that perspective, 
many view the Division as lacking 
commitment to evangelism . 

I am personally committed to evan
gelism, and the World Division is 
likewise committed . The issues are 

l<E:ITH D. RAE: 

rather how evangelism is to be done 
and the role of the World Program 
Division in working with colleague 
churches of other countries . 

The basic goal of the World Program 
Division is "the enablement of persons 
and communities to witness to Jesus 
Christ through Christian mission. " 
Through this enabling role we carry 
out our mandate of "engagi ng mutual
ly with colleague churches and other 
bodies outside the United States, and 
facilitating their interaction with the 
church and society in the U.S. so that 
all become more effective in Christian 
mission" (Discipline, Para . 1556.2). 

Of course, the Division is con
cerned about our present inability to 
respond to some needs of colleague 
churches, who now have on file 
requests for about 39 additional mis
sionaries. Difficulties in fi nding the 
right persons for some specialized 
needs and obtaining sufficient funds to 
support them are obstacles we con
stantly work to overcome. 

8 [360] New World Outlook • September 1983 

The Division is making a major 
effort to address these and other 
problems by clearly enunciating a 
philosophy of mission and a theologi
cal understanding of the program 
priorities. 

Tragedy or Cause for Rejoicing? 

But within some segments of United 
Methodism, there appears to be a 
growing feeling that the decline in the 
number of full-time missionaries is in 
itself a tragedy. Instead, we ought to 
rejoice and see it as a sign that our 
colleague churches are taking in
creasing responsibility for church de
velopment and evangelism. They ex
perience pain and pathos but retain 
their spiritual vitality and their social 
consciousness. In spite of their limited 
resources they embark on major 
projects in the area of evangelism with 
a sense of faith and hope in the God 
who calls us to be in mission . 

They are no longer our daughter 
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::\JE:LOPME:NT AND RE:NE:WAL 

churches, but autonomous bodies 
setting their own goals and choosing 
their own methods. We should affirm 
the historic role played by The United 
Methodist Church and its antecedent 
bodies in successfully preparing for 
this day by " equipping the saints" 
our sisters and brothers in Jesus Christ. 

We shou Id be playing an increasing
ly important role, but our role is not 
primarily to do the work of evangelism 
for colleague churches . It is rather to 
undergird their efforts. When a na
tional church already has evangelists 
who know the language and culture, 
we do not need a massive recruitment 
of U .S. persons who require lengthy 
and expensive language study. We 
can make better use of our resources in 
other ways. 

Prior to the Brazi I trip, I had gone to 
Asia for visits with the Methodist 
Churches of Indonesia and the Philip
pines. At no time in any of these 
countries did I hear national church 
leaders express as a primary concern 

"They ore no longer our doughter churches, 
but outonomous bodies setting their own gools 

ond choosing their own methods." 

the need for more missionaries to do 
the work of church outreach and 
evangelism . On the contrary, there 
was the affirmation of the national 
church' s willingness and ability to 
perform these tasks. 

Nor were the churches asking for 
total financia l support for evangelistic 
work from the GBGM. In the Philip
pines, Bishop Emerita Nacpil told of 
an elderly woman who walked up 
several flights of stairs to his office in 
order to make her contribution for the 
program of evangelism. In Indonesia, 
local churches are giving beyond their 
budgets to support a program that has 
resulted in the baptism of 6000 people 
in North Sumatra in 18 months. 

In Brazi l, I had a delightful surprise 
when I visited a church in Belem 
expecting to find about 50 people in a 
small building but instead found a 
large sanctuary seating 160 and addi
tional rooms for educational minis
tries . The Brazilian pastor and his 

(Above) Communion service 
in Rio de Janeiro and a 
prayer meeting (left) in 
Forteleza, Brazil. 



"We must guard against 
the neo-colonialist 

temptation to look for 
new ways of getting 
other people to serve 

our purposes." 

family had enlarged the membership 
to more than 300 after taking over from 
a missionary pastor. 

The people of thi s church had 
overcome distrust and suspicion of a 
hostile neighborhood. Six young peo
p I e we re engaged in university 
courses . A black member was in 
pre-theological studies, one of many 
indications that Brazilians of African 
background are playing an increasing 
role in The Methodist Church. Crea
tive ministries were in place for the 
favella (shanty town) residents . The 
pastor was expected to leave in two 
years, and a core group of 40 people 
were in leadership training to ensu~e 
that there would be continuity in the 
church 's ministry. It was good to hear 

A Brazilian social worker calls on a woman in a Rio de Janeiro poor area. 

thi s pastor speak to his congregation in 
posi tive terms about the role played by 
" our friends in New York" but without 
any sacrifice of dignity or autonomy on 
his part. 

Beyond the Old Appeal 

After seeing the kind of advance that 
is taking place in these countries, I find 
new meaning in the New Testament 
plea, " Come over to Macedonia and 
help us." It goes beyond the old appeal 
for missionaries and asks for other 
kinds of support. 

Our colleague churches all over the 
world are taking greater responsibility 
and making tremendous sacrifices for 
church outreach and evangelism. It is 
sad that some people in the U.S. 
missionary community and in the 
churches that support them do not 
celebrate these new developments. 
Consciously or unconsciously, they 
seem to long for a return to the colonial 
period when mission meant sending 
white missionaries out to convert and 
guide non-white peoples. One Brazil
ian church leader, referring to his 
country's national dance, said, "I wish 
the missionaries would learn to dance 
the samba." That would symbolize 
becoming identified with the national 
culture, and would show that mis
sionaries were not coming to promote 
an alien culture. 

In the era of colonialism, mission
aries had a dominant position in the 
national churches. Today, some mis
sionaries experience pain, frustration 
and feelings of rejection when nation
als take their place. In the U.S. 
churches, some people are similarly 
less willing to provide financial sup
port when they no longer see U.S. 
missionaries in dominant positions. It 
is increasingly difficult for national 
churches to maintain projects and 
programs initiated by missionaries. 

While dealing frankly with a prob
lem found among some missionaries, I 
do not want to suggest that this is the 
situation among al I or even the majori
ty. Many missionaries today rejoice to 
see a national church growing to 
maturity, even if it means being 
reassigned by national church leaders 
from some accustomed position, per
haps in an affluent middle class 
church, to a community of the poor 
and oppressed. Among these mission
aries, there is a rekindling of the flame 
and an increasing awareness of the 
holistic implications of the gospel 
through advocacy, outreach minis
tries, education, and health care. 
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The Wesleyan Heritage 

Another aspect of the tension in 
some relationships I ies in the concept 
of how evangelism is related to the 
social order . M y life and thought have 
been profoundly influenced by the 
Wesleyan heritage and its holi stic 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We have always been a people 
who understand the Gospel not simply 
as a matter of sav ing disembodied 
soul s but as a message related to the 
totality of life , inc luding its political , 
economic and social dimensions. The 
new Life and Mission program of the 
Brazilian Methodist Church continues 
this tradition. 

Such an understanding of Christian 
faith does remain controversial , and I 
have sometimes found disagreements 
about it within our colleague 
churches. But despite the reservations 
of some clergy as well as lay members, 
these churches overall are strongly 
committed to a holistic Gospel that 
involves them in the total life of their 
societies . 

We live in a post-colonial age, and 
we must guard against the neo-coloni 
alisttemptation to look for new ways of 
getting other people to serve our 
purposes. It is necessary for the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to be proclaimed (word) 
and lived out (deeds) in ways that 
make it relevant to the society where 
the church is placed . 

In those areas where poverty, op
pression and injustice are the primary 
realities , we must recognize that the 
Gospel is neither blind nor neutral. We 
have to say clearly that God does have 
a preferential option for the poor and 
the oppressed. The gospel is con
cerned about indiv iduals. But it also 
addresses system s and structures 
which are oppressive and dehuman
izing. 

While in Brazil, I participated in a 
consultation on institutional racism, 
which the miss ionaries had requested . 
Some of them began to understand the 
problem of racism in Brazilian society 
for the first t ime. But there were others 
who said such a topic had no rele
vance to their work and who accused 
the World Division of forcing an 
unneeded exercise on them . Howev
er, the holding of such consultations 
reflects a World Div ision belief that the 
struggle against raci sm is an intrinsic 
part of the Gospel. God is for peace 
with just ice. The new s of the Gospel 
becomes Good News when Jesus 
Christ is presented as the one who 

Brazilian national missionary Rev. Ely Batista (left) visits with a layman at one of the 
congregations in the interior. 

saves and brings wholeness to hu
mankind . 

United Methodi sm in the U.S. is 
faced with the temptation to think that 
legions of missionaries sent to the ends 
of the world wi 11 accomplish the task of 
Christianization. But we live in a world 
that differs drastically from the heyday 
of the missionary movement. One of 
the most significant differences is that 
national churches are now established 
where our early missionaries success
fully worked . We now have agree
ments and covenants with our brothers 
and sisters in colleage churches. 

"Under Our Supervision" 

When Bishop Johana Mbogori of 
Kenya visited my office, I asked him 
whether his country could use more 
missionaries. He said, " Yes, but we 
want missionaries who are prepared to 
work under our supervision ." The 
World Division cannot just decide on 
its own to send missionaries and assign 
them jobs without asking whether our 
colleague churches want these partic
ular individuals for these particular 
positions. 

My colleague, Dr. Michael Hahm, 
and I had an interesting experience 
with the Karo Batak Protestant Church 
in North Sumatra which illustrates this 
point. The staff of that church turned 
down a prospective candidate be
cause there were reservations about 
some aspects of the candidate's theo
logical perspective. And they did so in 
spite of a two hour session in which we 
tried to advise the church leaders of the 

candidate's suitability for ministry and 
mission . 

Usually we find national church 
leaders saying their own people can do 
the work of evangelism, and their need 
is for missionaries who can help with 
nurture, training of pastors, produc
tion of literature and other spec ialized 
professional tasks in church agencies. 
If we are serious about mutuality, we 
need to respect and trust the decis ions 
made by our colleage churches. 

The World Division is not abdicat
ing its mandate to proc laim the Gospel 
where it has not yet been heard or 
heeded . It is saying, however, that the 
mandat is not the Division 's in any 
exclusive sense. After my trip to Braz i I, 
I sent a letter to the heads of al I our 
colleague churches, asking them how 
we can help them become more 
effective in outreach to persons who 
have not heard or heeded the Gospel. 
Our hope is that as a result of this 
correspondence we will be able to 
share resources with them so that 
together, we may attain our goal : 

" To confess Jesus Christ as Divine 
Lord and Savior to all people in every 
space, testifying to his redemptive and 
liberating power in every sphere of 
human existence and activity, and 
calling all people to Christian obedi 
ence and discipleship" (Discipline, 
Para . 1556). • 

Rev. Keith D. Rae is executive secretary 
for Church Development and Renewal of 
the World Program Division, GBGM. He is 
a ministerial member of the Southern New 
En gland Annua l Conference. 
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In Tampa 
An Umbrella of Love 

Margaret H. Miller 

A group of visiting United Methodist Women view the CET A mural at the Rosa Valdez learning center. 

A four-year-old learns and lunches 
and naps in a center that gets his 

life off to a good start . 
A mother, alone and struggling in 

poverty, is able to hold a job and avoid 
the welfare assistance that sometimes 
saps sel f-respect. 

A fam i ly gets food , clothing, even a 
job lead-just when every avenue 
seems blocked . 

A retarded preschooler gets instruc
tion to stretch his capacities . A se
verel y disabled child is held by loving 
arms. A troubled teen feels for the first 
time a love beyond labels of retarded 
and emotionally disturbed . 

An old woman finds a pleasant 
retirement home after a lifetime of 
struggle. A recently arrived Haitian 
national receives food to sustain the 
body and a church to nourish the soul. 
A drug addict is counseled . A college 
graduate finds work in mission . A 
vi siting teen gets a learning experi 
ence. An inner-city church is given 
help to face its new problems . 

What do they all have in common? 
The 20-mile-w ide umbrella of touch
ing, ca ring love spread out by the 
Tampa United Method ist Centers. 

This human serv ices organization, 
located in the inner-city area of 
Tampa, is part of the United Methodist 
Ch urch through its Tampa District, 
Florida Annual Conference, and Na
tional Program Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries . It is 
approved through 1984 as an Advance 
Special . 

" Last year we touched 9 ,000 people 
with 15 different programs," said the 
Rev. Norman T. Allers, a United 
Methodist minister who is director of 
development for the mission, which is 
now in its 91 st year of service. Then he 
tried ticking off the various forms of 
outreach . By the time he had men
tioned spin-off programs and dreams 
beginning to come true, his list was 
beyond the currently official 15 . 

In program direction at the multi
faceted service center, Allers works 
with Miria L. Hester, executive direc
tor; Louis Jones, deputy director; and 
Jack Turner, finance director. 

Mrs. Hester was a teacher and 
principal at St. Paul United Methodist 
School, a separate UMC mission in 
inner-city Tampa, before taking her 
present post . She is certified by the 
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church as a home m1ss1onary, as is 
Turner, who also has served as an 
overseas missionary and will be leav
ing TUMC soon for another post. 
Jones, a layman, formerly taught and 
coached in Tampa public schools and 
has worked for the city as director of 
the mayor's Youth Opportunity Coun
cil. 

A Wide Outreach 

All of them can talk up a lot of 
service when asked about the wide 
outreach of Tampa Centers. 

They will talk about the Rosa Valdez 
Learning Center and the Branscomb 
Center, both offering day-long care to 
preschoo lers so low income parents 
can be employed. They' ll tell about 
Cuscaden Center, where there is care 
for youngsters aged two to five who 
have been disagnosed as anything 
from high developmental risk to se
verely and profoundly retarded . 

They won 't miss GEFATUM (Gener
al Free Assistance of the Tampa United 
Methodist Centers) , which dispenses 
assistance ranging from emergency 
food and clothing to employment 
help. 
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Keeping Pioneer Names Alive 

Two TUMC buildings now keep in 
memory the names of these two 
pioneer missionaries. 

The Eliza Wolff center now serves 
largely as an administrative office. It 
also houses the New Mind substance 
abu se program , where counselor 
Wesley Downing soon will be joined 
by a second staffer to get out among 
the people of the area. 

The Rosa Valdez Learning Center 
and the GEFATUM program share the 
building named for the other early 
mi ssionary. It is presided over by Sister 
Patricia Mills, a nun who belongs to 
the Roman Catholic Sisters of the Holy 
Name. 

" There was a time when I didn't 
even know what a day care center 
was," Sister Pat remarked ruefully, 
" and after I did know I thought there 
was no way I was going to work in a 
place like this . I' ve learned you never 
tell God there is something you are not 
going to do." 

The learning center is filled with 
preschoolers each day from 6:30 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Most are picked up by a 
bus purchased with 4, 125 books of 
trading stamps and now aging and in 
need of replacement. The children get 
breakfast, lunch and a snack at the 
center. They take an afternoon rest. In 
between they get play time and 
learning time and a lot of hugs. 

"Most of our staff grew up in 
projects," said Sister Pat. "They have 
been hungry. They know what it's like 
and they are very dedicated. " 

Title 20, a federal program aimed at 
enabling low-income parents to work, 
funds the Rosa Valdez operation . 
Parents of the children served must be 
employed or in training programs. 

GEFATUM, an assistance program 
inherited from the Jesuits in Tampa, 

" But there's more to it than that, " 
she said. " It's the matter of self-respect 
for these parents, most of them moth
ers raising the children alone, and the 
positive image the children get when 
their parents work instead of getting 
assistance. There is pride here. I had 
one mother, a handicapped woman, 
tel I me how much she used to hate 
seeing those welfare checks coming 
in. " 

Branscomb Learning Center 

Branscomb Learning Center is simi
lar to Rosa Valdez in providing a 
program for preschoolers so low-in
come parents can work . It came under 
the wing ofTUMC by a different route . 

" Branscomb was a preschool pro
gram in a church that was deciding to 
close after the neighborhood went 
quickly from 20 to 70 percent minori
ty," said Tampa Center's executive 
director Hester. "It was largely custo
dial care. A lot of work has been done 
to bring it up to our standards. " 

The head teacher at Branscomb now 
is Cathy Cunningham Harris, a U.S.-2 
in the United Methodist program that 
was a model for the U.S. government's 
Peace Corps. She and Hattie Linda 
Trotman, another U.S.-2 recently ar
rived , are college graduates with skills 
that fit this teaching mission . Bran-

Louis Jones is deputy director. 

has no governmental funding, and scomb also has intern teachers who 
therefore no strings are attached to the are education students at the Universi-
aid it can give. With food from the ty of South Florida. 
Divine Providence food bank in Branscomb offers, besides the full-
Tampa and clothing and money from day program for young children , some 
church and community sources, GE- after-school activity for youngsters 
FATUM helps as many needy as from a nearby elementary school. 
possible. And the Branscomb building, the 

"We can 't be wide open, but we do church closed by its congregation, 
what we can, " said Sister Pat. " We provides yet another mission for the 
take people who are not eligible for TUMC. Volunteers helped to refurbish 
other help, and most of them are glad it, and now a Haitian congregation 
to do some work for us in return ." with more than 40 members fills the 

By her calculations, the Rosa Valdez building with worship and glorious 
parents who don't collect welfare and music every Sunday. The congrega-
the people helped by GEFATUM save tion is beginning to become integrat-
taxpayers in Hillsborough County ed . 
something like $30,000 a month . "Because of the centers , a mission is 
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continuing in what would have been 
an empty building," said Allers . 

Providing a building for a refugee 
congregation is an example of a need 
identified and fi lied . Another example 
is Acorn Trace, the housing develop
ment that opened last year. 

A HUD loan funded the complex of 
100 one-bedroom units, community 
and craft rooms, and offices, all set 
amid tall oak trees on a tract a few 
miles from the main TUMC buildings. 

Acorn Trace was completed in May, 
1982, providing a fitting 90th anni
versary achievement for the mission. 
" By June we had full occupancy and a 
waiting list," noted Allers, who head
ed the planning while serving on the 
TUMC board of directors before taking 
on his current assignments. Close to 
shopping, bus lines, and a movie 
theater, occupants now find life a bit 
more free of the stresses of aging and 
handicaps. 

Helping Some with Additional 
Limitations 

For all those served by the Tampa 
United Methodist Centers, economic 
limitations are a fact of life. For those in 
two ministries, Cuscaden Center and 
the residential center, there are addi
tional limitations. 

The preschoolers who fill Cusca
den's rooms each day are retarded . 
Their capacities cove,· a wide range, 
though . In one room a visitor will see 
bright-eyed youngsters learning 
colors by catching cardboard fish from 
a cardboard pond. In another, pro
foundly-retarded children are held by 
loving arms-that's the only way they 
can sit up. 

The residential center has space for 
eight girls who are 10to16 years of age 
when they enter. Located about 15 
miles out, the center is special in that it 
treats those both retarded and emo
tionally disturbed . 

Girls live in a family atmosphere, 
learning homemaking skills and 
working on modifying behavior so 
they can go back to their families or to 
foster homes. 

" We deal first with the emotional 
problems," said director Phil Fauer
bach, " and often find then that the 
retardation is less than had been 
thought. This was a pilot project and 
we've shown that these kids can be 
maintained in a home atmosphere. 
Now there is more thinking about 
group homes for adults." 

Allers thinks ministries like Cusca
den can lessen the need for ministries 
like the residential center. " If you 
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provide the retarded preschool child 
with learning you give him or her a 
good chance for later. " 

Yet another facet of the Tampa 
Centers' mission is headed by deputy 
director Louis Jones. A Tampa native, 
Jones was tapped by the mayor's 
committee after the city's 1967 racial 
disturbances and went from there to 
the Methodist mission because he 
found there sincerity, true concern, 
and people dedicated to the job of 
justice for all and to communicating 
the Gospel. " 

Jones' functions are many, but a 
major one is directing the Tampa 
Urban Ministries program . " I work 
with churches in transition, " he said, 
"helping them with the mission that 
has descended upon them as their 
neighborhoods change racially. I try to 
help them realize that here is a whole 
new opportunity to minister to God's 
people." 

Numbers tell an important story in 
looking at accomplishments of the 
Tampa Centers. In 1982, there were 
633 preschoolers in Rosa Valdez, 
Branscomb, and Cuscaden centers, 
and some 350 parents were made 
more self-sufficient. Nine girls were 
served in the residential center; 63 
children attended church camp; 152 
drug abusers used the New Mind 
center; 2,422 persons received emer
gency aid from GEFATUM; 3,161 
refugees were served . Seventy-two 
low-income persons have jobs be-

cause of the centers, 123 volunteers 
found a special mission, and more 
than 100 elderly and handicapped 
found a home. 

And a huge painting also shows the 
big picture. It is a mural on an outside 
wall of the Rosa Valdez building, done 
by a pair of CETA artists and showing 
pictures of children at play. 

The artists worked from photos they 
took, al I but one of them photos of 
children in the center . A little boy 
riding a three-wheeler was snapped in 
the neighborhood, and his picture fills 
a corner of the mural. 

" We tried to find out who he is," 
said Allers, " but we still don 't know. 
I'm glad we don' t, because he is a 
symbol of all those who still need our 
help." 

The Centers Look Ahead 

So the Tampa Centers look ahead , 
both toward increasing numbers 
served and toward adding more min
istries. The program to bring volun
teers from all over is expanding. A 
cottage industry is beginning, ena
bling refugee women to make salable 
items from donated materials . 

Renovation of an old church is 
planned to provide a home for an 
indigenous drama and arts group. And 
preparations are going forward for an 
urban ministry intern program for 
seminarians to help them develop 
skills and sensitivity for serving inner
city churches. 

' 'The role of 
the United 
Methodist 

Church 
and its people 
is paramount.'' 

Teacher and pupils at 
the Rosa Valdez 
learning center. 

Looking at the ledgers for 1982, 
Allers and Mrs . Hester note that about 
75 percent of TUMC's $1,251 ,910 
came from federal , state, county, and 
city sources. Nearly half of the re
maining 25 percent came through a 
variety of United Methodist donations. 
Other denominations, other service 
agencies, general contributions and 
foundations accounted for the ba l
ance. 

" But the role of the United Method
ist Church and its people is para
mount," sa id Allers. " The church 
provided the land and started the 
program. " He pointed out that by 
working through government, foun
dations and other sources, "we pro
vide about $9 worth of services for 
every dollar contributed through our 
churches ." 

And executive d i rector Hester 
added a summation : 

" If it were not for the foundations 
laid for us, the giving of our whole staff 
and our understanding of the love of 
Jesus Christ, what we have would not 
be here. 

" When there is a challenge, a need, 
and when we truly seek God's will for 
what we are about, we know He wi l l 
help us find answers, too . • 

Margaret H . Mi Iler is a free- lance writer 
based in Sarasota, Fla . She formerly 
worked w ith the Assoc iated Press and with 
a group of suburban newspapers in De
tro it. 
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Funding Communit~ 
Economic De"'elopment 

Over the past two decades, many 
people in the churches have 

begun thinking about ways the poor 
could be helped not merely through 
gifts but also through church invest
ments. They have come up with the 
idea of using church reserve and 
endowment funds to provide loans for 
small business ventures serving the 
poor, or sometimes to buy shares in a 
business. 

Enterprises aided in this way would 
include credit unions, cooperatives, 
community development corpora
tions and owner-managed small busi
nesses. Offering them a new source of 
capital, the churches could help com
bat unemployment and strengthen 
poor neighborhoods while also pro
ducing the income needed by their 
investing agencies . 

At this year's spring meeting of the 
General Board of Global Minis
tries(GBGM), a proposal for a United 
Methodist Community Economic De
ve lopment Fund to make such invest
ments was approved in principle . 
Investment funds would be accepted 
from United Methodist group and 
individual investors and from others 
wishing to channel their capital re
sources in this way. A specific plan is 
being worked out for presentation to 
the GBGM at its meeting in October. 

Current interest in this idea repre
sents a second phase of church invol
vement. The first phase of church 
investing to promote socially desirable 
goals occured in the 1960s, and did 
not always work out very well. Some 
agencies went into projects with a lot 
of good intentions but a lack of careful 
analysis. They invested in enterprises 
that did not earn the expected profit 

A corporation with many 
plants can decide to close 

one of them without 
consideration of a 

community (right, an auto 
assembly line) while a 

locally-controlled business 
must give more thought 

(opposite page, the 
Boothbay Region Fish and 

Cold Storage dock). 

Carol Hornbeck 

and sometimes failed altogether. In an 
attempt to stop deterioration of a 
neighborhood, an agency might buy 
property for rental purposes and then 
find church resources were insuffi
cient to reverse large-scale trends. 

That experience makes church ex
ecutives more cautious today, but 
many of them remain convinced that 
the concept is valid and that socially
responsible investment is an area for 
the exercise of Christian stewardship. 

The recession of the 1 980s has 
forced the churches to think anew 
about how their own economic re
sources might be used to alleviate the 
suffering of the unemployed and of 
depre~sed communities . They recog
nize that something more than wel
fare-type relief is needed . In February, 
1982, the Rev. Kinmoth Jefferson, 
urban ministries secretary of the 
GBGM National Program Division, 
chaired a National Church Confer
ence on Alternative Investment in 
Community Economic Development. 
Later came a report of a GBGM Task 

Force on the Response to the Econom
ic Crisis, and the current fund proposal 
was a followup to that. 

Decisions Made Far Away 

A characteristic of economic life in 
the United States today is that life and 
death decisions for many communities 
are made by executives of some huge 
corporation based in a distant city. A 
corporation with many plants scat
tered across the nation can decide to 
close one of them, perhaps to use 
cheap labor abroad, without consider
ation of effects on employees or a local 
community dependent on a single 
payroll. Through alternative invest
ment, businesses can be developed 
that are loca lly controlled and can 
continue as long as local people work 
to make them successful. Such invest
ments are socially valuable also be
cause they are used to create jobs, not 
to buy advanced equipment that puts 
people out of work. 

Even if the churches cannot make 
huge sums available, a small loan from 
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0 Many church executives remain 
convinced that socially-responsible 

investment is an area for 
the exercise of Christian stewardship." 

a church agency will in many cases 
establish credibility for a project and 
enable its sponsors to get larger loans 
from commercial banks or other regu
lar investors . 

Some critics of the American eco
nomic system contend that it is already 
too much control led by a few large 
corporations, and that this leads to 
trouble for the nation as a whole and 
serious injustice to many individuals 
and communities. If churches help 
strengthen the sector of the economy 
that is community based and con
trolled by the people who work in it, 
this can provide models that will at 
least offer diversity and perhaps point 
the way toward a new order. 

Already, United Methodists have 
been aiding such businesses through 
hunger grants. Now some of these 
recipients have reached a stage where 
they could use loans for expansion, 
and cou Id expect to meet interest costs 
and make repayment. The GBGM 
might set up the new fund in a way that 
its lending and the making of hunger 

grants could be coordinated. 
Much of the study of socially-re

sponsible investment has been carried 
out by the Interfaith Center on Corpo
rate Responsibility(ICCR), an agency 
affiliated with the National Council of 
Churches(NCC). in September, 1982, 
the ICCR set up an Interfaith Clearing
house on Alternative Investments to 
serve as a coordinating unit for 
chu rches that want to share informa
tion and perhaps share risks in some of 
their investments. The Clearinghouse 
is sponsored by ICCR's Community 
Work Group which is chaired by Mr. 
Jefferson. 

Working in this area, United Meth
odists are in accord with their Social 
Principles, which express a conviction 
that economic enterprises, public and 
private, are responsible for such social 
costs as unemployment and pollution. 

Criteria for Investments 

According to the proposal approved 
by the GBGM last spring, the Commu
nity Economic Development Fund 

would follow specified criteria in 
making investment decisions: 

1.Financial responsibility. The track 
record of the project or key people 
involved in it should show that funds 
have been well managed in the past. 

2. Employment. Special considera
tion shou Id go to enterprises that 
create or preserve jobs for loca l 
residents. 

3 .Worker ownership or worker 
management. Special consideration 
should go to enterprises that are 
cooperatively owned or managed, or 
interested in moving toward that sta
tus . 

4.Cooperative work climate. The 
enterprise shou Id demonstrate a ca
pacity for cooperative decision mak
ing and alternatives to traditional 
problem solving and conflict resolu
tion. 

5.Racial and economic justice/con
cern for women and minorities. Priori
ty should go to ventures that show 
commitment to affirmative action , 
equal employment opportunity, and 



Participants in a rally for jobs, outside a stockholders meeting in Detroit. 

empowerment of poor and oppressed 
groups. 

6 .Globa l ju st ice. An enterpri se 
should be non-exploitati ve, both in 
domestic operations and its impact on 
Th ird World countr ies. 

7. Envi ronmenta l co ncern s. The 
product or service provided should be 
eco logica ll y sound ; po l ici es and 
practices should reflect such concerns 
as energy conservation and protection 
of natural resources. 

8.Peace and safe energy. Products 
and services shou ld not be related to 
arms production or to nuclear energy. 

9.Social change, systemi c analysis 
and addressing root causes of injus-

tice . Priority should go to enterprises 
that seek to address systemic causes of 
social and economic problems or that 
demonstrate an innovative approach 
to social change. Special attention 
should go to groups denied funding 
from other sources because of their 
progressive comm itments to soc ial 
change. 

The President's Task Force and Alter
native Investments 

The churches are not alone in their 
emphasis on alternative investments. 
In a 1982 report, the President's Task 
Force on Private Sector In it iat ives said 
that fi nancial institu tions were " prov-
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ing the fi duciary soundness" of in
vestments that wou Id have been con
sidered radical onl y a decade ago . 
These investors, it said , have learned 
that "sound and profitable deals can 
be forged even with grass roots groups 
wh ich have few if any connect ions to 
con ventional bu siness establish
ments." 

Since 1980, Aetna Life and Casualty 
Company has been making alternative 
investments through its National Dem
onstration Urban Neighborhood In i
tiative . Social criteria for making 
investments have also been employed 
by the Calvert Group, Prudential 
Insurance and Equitable Life . 

The Roman Catholic Church in the 
U .S. entered this field several years 
ago . Its involvement originated 
through the Campaign for Human 
Development, a program financed by 
an annual offering. The main focus of 
the Campaign has been on making 
grants to groups in poor communities, 
but another aspect is an Economic 
Development Loan Program. Though 
the loan fund amounts to only two 
million dollars, it has been able to play 
a key role because a group that gets a 
small loan from this fund can often 
then persuade larger investors that it is 
credit worthy . 

Another denomination making al
ternative investments has been the 
United Presbyterian Church (which 
merged in June with the Presbyterian 
Church U.S. to form the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A.). Its Creative Invest
ment Program proved so successful 
that in 1982 the church increased the 
amount it had available for investment 
by almost half a million dollars. 

United Methodists can draw on the 
experience of these and other groups 
as they set up their own fund . This 
experience indicates that administra
tors of the fund will need to maintain 
close and continuing relationships 
with loan recipients, and perhaps 
arrange to provide technical assist
ance and grants as well. The GBGM 
might make approval of some loans 
conditional on the recipients' accep
tance of technical advice from a 
GBGM consultant or from some spe
cialized agency. 

The Industrial Cooperative Associa
tion (ICA) of Somerville, Mass., is a 
leader in providing techn ical assist
ance to cooperatives and al so operates 
a revolving loan fund that has received 
investments from religious groups. It 
represents the kind of accumulated 
experience that the United Methodist 
fund could draw on . 
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The kinds of locally-controlled 
businesses the Fund might aid are: the 

Tillery Casket Manufacturers, Inc., (top) 
and the Workers' Owned Sewing 

Company (center and below), both in 
North Carolina. 

Some Possible Recipients 

In order to share thinking among 
interested people and build support for 
the idea, staff members of the National 
Program Division are pla~ning to hol.d 
a workshop on community economic 
development early next year. It will be 
designed to give participants a be~er 
understanding of how community 
economic development works in such 
areas as crafts, marketing, food coop
eratives and credit unions. Resource 
persons will include Laura Hen.ze. of 
ICA, Don Zielstra of the Comm1ss1on 
on Religion in Appalachia and Rodney 
Wead, director of the United Method
ist Community Center in Omaha. 

Examples of enterprises the United 
Methodist Community Economic De
velopment Fund might aid through 
loans include : 

The Federation of Southern Cooper
atives based in Atlanta, which in
clude~ more than 100 cooperatives 
engaged primarily in helping black 
farmers . 

The Community Equity Corpora
tion based in Omaha, which aids in 
the ~reation and expansion of minority 
businesses, including some headed by 
women . 

Coastal Enterprises, based in Wi
scasset, Maine, which assists small 
businesses and cooperatives in such 
fields as fish processing and manufac
ture of forest products. 

Emergency Land Fund, based in 
Atlanta, which makes loans available 
to black farmers so they can buy or 
hold on to land . 

Brooklyn Energy Cooperative , 
which advises churches and syna
gogues on energy conservation and 
sells supplies that enhance energy 
efficiency. 

Since the 1960s, the churches have 
steadily increased their study and 
action in the area of alternative invest
ments . Part of the commitment to act 
as socially responsible investors calls 
on believers to develop theological 
and social as well as financial invest
ment criteria, and to weigh carefully 
the overall social impact of invest
ments. 

The recent worsening of the global 
economic situation and the drying up 
of federal funds for social programs in 
the United States has led the private as 
well as the church and voluntary 
sector to reexamine investment strate
gies. As churches have worked more 
closely through such efforts as . the 
ICCR Alternative Investment Clearing
house, they have also broadened th~ir 
contacts with the business community 
and begun exploring uses of invest
ment dollars. This process will contin
ue. 

This new readiness to consider the 
social returns on investments is a part 
of the churches' response to the cal I to 
assess economic realities in our time, 
and to ask what it means in this day to 
do justice and walk humbly with God 
(Micah 6:8). • 

Carol Hornbeck is a consultant to the 
Urban Ministries Office , National Program 
Division, GBGM. 
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· . .IJ Female 
Sexual 

Slaver~ 
Ellen Clark An Alarming Problem 

" Female sexual slavery" may sound 
like feminist hyperbole or a problem 
confined to some benighted sheik
doms. It is not. Forced prostitution and 
other degradations of women are 
happening on every continent of the 
globe and they are increasing alarm
ingly. 

Hundreds of thousands of children 
are sold or kidnapped every year for 
prostitution or pornography. Girls in 
Macao are sold for amounts ranging 
from $1 00 to $200 and then traded on 
the American coast for 40 times as 
much . Girls have been kidnapped 
from Indochinese refugee camps for 
prostitution . Child brides in India have 
been sold to brothels. Fifty thousand 
Brazilian housemaids have wound up 
in houses of prostitution. Thai girls are 
being forcibly kept in Bangkok broth
els under slavery-I ike conditions . 

If the clandestine, criminal , highly 
profitable traffic in children for prosti
tution is " invisible" to the public, so 
much more so is the traffic in women, 

slain by husbands and brothers for real 
or imaginary illicit sexual relations, 
crimes of passion or "honor" which 
some countries' laws still excuse. 
Millions of girls in Africa and the 
Middle East are sexually mutilated in 
puberty rites . Latin American women 
suspected of political subversion or 
related to men suspected of subversion 
have undergone hideous sexual tor
tures. 

''Customers of sex 
tours often argue 

that their spending 
is another form 
of deoelopment 

aid.'' 

who are presumed to be free agents. These stores of the abuse of women 
Innumerable women have been de- and girls--from 1982 United Nations 
ceived by phony employment or reports and the documentation of 
marriage agencies and ended up in human rights and women's organiza-
debt bondage to brothels overseas. tions--were presented at a recent 
Filipino women have been hired for (April 6-16) international workshop 
"cultural tours" in Europe and then on Female Sexual Slavery in Rotter-
required to perform sex acts or buy dam, the Netherlands. The conference 
their freedom at $5 ,000 each . Ameri- was organized by a group of feminists. 
can women have been lured to Japan It was supported by Dutch public 
for entertainment engagements only to funding and the contributions of pri-
find they are expected-and pressured vate agencies, including the Office of 
by the underworld-to work as prosti - Ministry of Women and Children of 
tutes. North African migrants without the World Division of the United 
documents have been forced into Methodist General Board of Global 
prostitution in Paris and kept in the Ministries. 
business by beatings. The term 'female sexual slavery' 

Female sexual slavery does not stop does away with 'white slavery', which 
w ith forced or disguised prostitution. is racist, " explained Kathleen Barry, 
W omen are raped at a numbing rate in an American and author of Female 
country after country. Women are Sexual Slavery, a book which traces 
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the link between prostitution and 
violence against women. "Female 
sexual slavery is any situation which a 
woman cannot get out of and in which 
she is both sexually exploited and 
physically abused. It applies to women 
who are victims of sex tourism, 
women who are victims of gangs that 
traffic women from South America to 
Europe, women who are sexually 
tortured and enslaved as political 
prisoners in totalitarian dictatorships 
and women enslaved in their own 
homes." 

Ms. Barry and other feminists 
pushed the UN Mid-Decade 
Women's Conference in Copenhagen 
in 1980 to address and condemn the 
traffic in women . There has been a UN 
Convention of the Suppression of the 
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploita
tion of the Prostitution of Others on the 
books since 1951, but only 51 states 
have ratified it and few pay attention to 
it. The workshop was another effort to 
make the issue visible and to form a 
network of concerned feminists to 
combat it. 

Women from 24 Countries 

The women from 24 countries who 
took part in the workshop had experi
ence working with prostitutes or other 
victims of female sexual slavery. They 
included a Japanese counsellor to 
prostitutes in Okinawa, Roman Cath
olic sisters working with prostitutes in 
Lebanon and Peru, an organizer of the 
1978 Caribbean Conference on Pros
titution , a member of the Swedish State 
Commission on Prostitution . They 
included directors of research centers 
on women from Colombia and the 
Dominican Republic, members of 
groups to halt sex tourism in Asia and 
Europe, sociologists from Egypt and 
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Zimbabwe, a lawyer from Sri Lanka 
and a writer from Tahiti . Among the 
workshop resource persons was a 
former prostitute from San Francisco. 

Workshop participants cited rea
sons for the increasing prostitution in 
their countries, poverty and the low 
status of women being the main ones. 

" There are a million unemployed 
persons in Sao Paulo," reported a 
Brazilian participant, Marcia Vicente. 
" Of the women who do work, 30 
percent are prostitutes. I've inter
viewed so many prostitutes. There is 
no alternative for them ." 

In India prostitution is a question of 
both poverty and women's economic 
dependency, stated Jyotsna Chatterj i, 
founder of the Joint Women 's Pro
gram, which lobbies for better condi
tions for women . " In India the 'caste of 
women' is below the lowest of the 
classes," she argued . " To survive, to 
get firewood, for example, a woman 
often has to submit to male harass
ment, if not rape . And prostitution is 
encouraged because there are so few 
options for widows and deserted 
wives." 

A Good Shepherd nun who runs a 
center for prostitutes in Beirut said that 
90 percent of the prostitutes she 
encounters are " escaping from patriar
chal families and traumatic experi
ences." Some of them have had early 
sexual relations, living in overcrowd
ed households. Others have been 
maids who have been abused by 
employers, she said. 

Marriage Customs 

Virtually all of the workshop partici
pants from Asia, Africa and Latin 
America noted that when women in 
their countries lose their virginity, 
even through rape, their chances for 
marriage all but vanish , and they may 
turn to prostitution. Reality is a far cry 
from the image, created by some 
Western tourist literature, of " loose" 
women and permissive cultures, they 
said. 

Forced and arranged marriages are 
other practices in mal~ominated 
societies which foster prostitution and 
female sexual slavery, participants 
maintained. 

When the man pays for the woman 
in marriage (bride price) , he thinks of 
her as his property, explained Rudo 
Gaidzanwa, a Zimbabwean sociolo
gist. " If the woman does not ask for 
bride price, she is regarded as a 
prostitute. I say marriage with bride 
price is formal prostitution." 

·-·-

Among the participants in the conference were women from Senegal, Thailand, Brazil, 
Peru, Columbia, the Philippines, U.S.A., Zimbabwe and Egypt. 

In the Indian subcontinent, where 
the woman's family makes payment to 
the man (dowry), the woman is also 
exploited, contended the Indian par
ticipants. "Women have been forced 
to prostitute themselves fo earn their 
dowries," said Mallika Dutt. 

In both India and in North Africa , 
girls are being pushed by their families 
into " quickie marriages" with wealthy 
Middle Eastern visitors, workshop par
ticipants reported. 

" People are marrying even though 
they know it will only last a month," 
said a Moroccan sociologist, Fatima 
Hal. Prospects for the divorcees are 
dismal, she added. 

Tourism and Military Bases 

Tourism and military bases have 
fueled a striking growth of prostitution 
around the world in places like Thai-

land , the Philippines, Japan and the 
Caribbean. 

" Thai land is the big brothel of 
Asia, " ruefully said Siriporn Skraban
ek, a member of the group Friends of 
Women in Bangkok. There were 
20,000 prostitutes in Thailand in 
1957, she said, but the number 
skyrocketed to 400,000 in 1964, when 
the United States had seven bases in 
Thailand and Bangkok was a favorite 
" rest and recreation " spot for Gls in 
Vietnam. 

By 1982 the Thai police estimated 
there were 700,000 prostitutes in the 
country, Ms. Skrabanek continued . 
That figure would represent about ten 
percent of all Thai women between 15 
and 30 . 

" The post-Vietnam slack was 
picked up by tourism," she said . 
" Japanese men, who are the biggest 
customers of sex tours, often argue that 
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their spending in Thailand is another 
form of development aid ." 

A Filipino nun, Sister Mary Soledad 
Perpinan , blamed the multinational 
companies profiting from sex tour
ism-the airlines, travel agencies and 
hotels-and the national " develop
ment" strategies of the 70's and 80's 
which rely on women's bodies to earn 
foreign exchange . 

" The girls are the ones who get the 
least out of it," she said . 

Myths About Prostitution 

Workshop participants attacked a 
number of " myths" about prostitution : 

Prostitution is inevitable. The de
fenses of prostitution are myriad, the 
participants said. 

" In Asia, people say that doing away 
with prostitution wi 11 open the door to 
free love and sex as in the West," said 
Ms. Chatterj i. 

" In Africa, having four wives is 
defended as both tradition and the way 
to avoid prostitution," said Ms. Gaid
zanwa. 

" When there is talk about doing 
away with the camp for prostitute in 
Curacao which resulted from the 
Second World War, people say, 'If you 
don't have prostitutes, men will go 
after our daughters'," said Joyce da 
Costa Gomez from Curacao. 

Needless to say, the women did not 
buy these arguments. 

Women choose to be prostitutes. As 
has been pointed out, poverty and low 
status give many poor women few 
opportunities to survive. Where pov
erty is not apparent, subtler forms of 
coercion often are at work. 

" It is estimated that 80 percent of the 
street prostitutes in the United States 
are runaways," said Kathleen Barry, 

profession (the oldest one) is also 
advanced by people w ho want to 
legalize it. Workshop participants 
mainta ined that legalization and the 
disease checks that go with it quiet the 
health and safety fears of clients , but 
do little to help the women. 

Ultimately prostitution rests on the 
assumption that sex is a commodity 
which men have a right to acquire, the 
participants recognized . They rejected 
this view. 

Double Standards Rejected 

Workshop participants al so rejected 
double standards surrounding prosti
tution : 

It is a terrible thing to exploit and 
damage children for prostitution and 
pornography, but it is OK to treat 
women this way. Many " women" in 

prostitution are only 12-13 years old , 
the participants pointed out, and 
efforts are under way in many places to 
lower the age of sexual consent of 
females. 

Prostitution is exploitation when it 
involves poor Third World women, 
but a profession for First World 
women . 

''People sa~ that 
doing awa~ with 
prostitution will 
open the door 

to free love 
and sex as in 

the West.'' 
"and many of them are victims of child Men who buy women's bodies are 
abuse and incest. Are they truly free ?" "acting on nature" but women who 

Even when women freely choose sell their bodies are "whores" . 
prostitution, they find themselves Women, not their clients or pimps or 
trapped in the business, participants procurers, are the ones who always 
maintained . Pimps or other men prey face arrest, they said . Women who 
upon and control the women, through prostitute themselves are bad women, 
violence if necessary. Prostitution is different from the rest of women . 
coercive even when it is not extreme, Patriarchal societies perpetuate the 
the women agreed. "madonna/whore" division , work-

Prostitution is a job, a way of work shop participants said. 
like any other. This argument has " The prostitute is the lowest person 
been advanced craftily by some West- in every society," observed Hanna 
ern women who argue that " since all Olsson of Sweden . " We learn to have 
women are underpaid and exploited, contempt for her so it is hard to identify 
why not work as prostitutes?" with her. " 

Counters Ms. Barry : " We do an Women wonder how prostitutes 
injustice to ourselves and to our sex if could be so foolish as to debase 
we do not ask women to be responsi- themselves and suffer humiliation at 
ble for their choices." the hands of a pimp in a vai n effort to 

The argument that prostitution is a win his approval . Yet women are 
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trained to be dependent, submissive 
and self-sacrifici ng, Ms. Olsson said, 
and many women lives with oppress
ion and se lf-delusions. 

"The extremes in our own behavior 
can be seen in prostitution," she 
maintained. 

Discussing Strategies 

Workshop participants discussed 
strategies for dealing with female 
sexual slavery: publicity about the 
human rights violations of women, the 
establishment of refugees and shelters 
for women fleeing female sexual 
slavery, the provision of the kind of 
development assistance whereby 
women can achieve economic inde
pendence with dignity. 

They called for the decriminaliza
tion of prostitution, in order to " take 
the law off women's backs", and at the 
same time stepped-up prosecution of 
pimps and procurers. 

The workshop participants suggest
ed using the new UN Convention on 
the Elimination of Discrimination 
Against Women as a means to change 
marriage, divorce and inheritance 
laws which hurt women and encour
age prostitution. 

A number of participants described 
actions they had taken against sex 
tourism, such as protests against Japa
nese tours in Southeast Asia at the time 
of an official visit to Southeast Asia by 
former Japanese Prime Minister Suzu
ki. Lin Lap of Holland described an 
airport demonstration conducted by 
the group " Concerned Asian Women 
in the Netherlands after they disco
vered that a group of Dutch men were 
headed for a sex holiday in Thailand . 

There have been a few organiza
tions working for years against forced 
prostitution-The Josephine Butler 
Society, St. Joan's Alliance and the 
International Abolitionist Federation, 
for example. Workshop participants 
belong to newer movements against 
female sexual slavery-the Philip
pines-based Third World Movement 
Against the Exploitation of Women 
and the Senegal-based International 
Commission for the Abolition of Sex
ual Mutilation, to name two of them. 
At the workshop, participants vowed 
to expand and strengthen the work by 
creating an " International Feminist 
Network" against forced prostitution 
and other female sexual slavery. • 

Ellen Clark, director of communications 
for the World YWCA, was formerly an 
assoc iate ed itor of th is magazine. 

thE 

Po 
19 
fro 
Po 

tri( 
an 
of 
co 
sto 
Re 
to 
co 

mi 
sh 
pro 
liO\ 
yea 
10. 

1 
Rei 



THE WORLD'S POPULATION 1983 
The State of the World Population Report 

Parents in developing countries are 
having smaller families-but 

there is a long way to go before world 
population growth stops, says the 
1983 State of World Population Report 
from the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities . 

A woman in the developing coun
tries now has around five children on 
an average compared with an average 
of two for women in the developed 
countries . World population w ill only 
stop growing in the future, says the 
Report, when family sizes are reduced 
to levels similar to those in the richer 
countries today. 

There are hopeful signs that this 
might happen; family sizes have been 
shrinking. And, if the present rate of 
progress is maintained, world popula
tion will finally stop growing in the 
year 2095 by which time there will be 
10.2 billion people. 

The big question for 1984, says the 
Report, will be how to sustain that 

downward trend in populat i on 
growth-a question which will face 
the International Conference on Popu
lation to be held next year in Mexico. 

High on the Conference agenda wi 11 
be infant mortality-a subject intima
tely linked with birth rates because 
parents often want large families when 
they believe that some of their children 
may die. 

The 1983 Report also details the 
considerable progress that has been 
made in this area. Infant mortality in 
the developing countries fell in the 
thirty years up to 1980from 164 deaths 
perthousand live births to around 100. 
And today the average is about 90. 

But this average disguises some 
areas of failure; there are sti II countries 
where the figure is as high as 150. The 
World Population Plan of Action 
adopted at the last International Popu
lation Conference back in 1974 re
commended that the rate in such 
countries be reduced to 120 by 1985. 

But, accord ing to the 1983 Report, 
there is " little chance of achieving 
these hopes if present trends conti n
ue." The Report also points out that for 
the developing world in general the 
rate of decline in infant mortal ity 
slowed during the 1970's--a matter 
that will be of great concern to next 
year's Conference. 

As well as detailing actual family 
sizes the Report also looks at " desired 
family size" . In a survey of 20 
developing countries this turned out to 
be between three and five children on 
the average. So it appears that on the 
average parents in many countries are 
having one or two more children than 
they really want-a strong indication 
of the unmet need for family planning. 

The Report makes three recommen
dations. First, that infant mortality be 
further reduced. Second, that all cou
ples should have access to family 
planning information and services . 
Third that the idea of a small family 

GLOBAL FAMILIES On average 3 .9 children are born to each woman in the world - but there 
are wide regional variations. 

There are also wide variations within regions. In Asia the figure for China is 2 .8 while in Pakistan it is 6 .3 . 
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should be promoted-though always 
in accordance with cultural and reli
gious practices. 

The Report goes on to look at the 
prospects of feeding the world 's future 
population. It warns that, although 
there may be enough food in the world 
as a whole--and even an improve
ment in the situation by the year 
2000-there is cause for serious con
cern in the cases of individual nations. 

A new joint study by UNFPA and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations has examined food 
production potential in 117 develop
ing countries. It concludes that in the 
year 2000 there would be 65 countries 
unable to feed their populations from 
their own lands at low levels of 
agricultural input. Taken together 
these countries would have 441 mil
lion people in excess of their food 
production capacity. Even with high 
levels of such inputs as fertilizers and 
pesticides there wou Id be 19 countries 
in the year 2000 where local produc
tion would not be sufficient to meet 
demand. 

And this only takes into account a 

6.5 billion world population in the 
year 2000. Given that world popula
tion will not stabil ize before it reaches 
10.2 billion, "the implications for food 
supply," says the Report, "can be 
imagined." 

In addition to population growth , 
the Report also looks at population 
movements, both national and inter
national. At the national level the drift 
to the cities is one of the most serious 
concerns. In 1950, Shanghai was the 
only city in the developing world with 
a population of more than five million . 
By the year 2000, however, there will 
be 45 such cities, mostly in Asia . The 
rural areas are losing some of their 
most valuable young and educated 
people. 

At the international level the Report 
focuses on migrant workers . They 
constitute a substantial proportion of 
the global work force but their migra
tion, says the Report, is being con
ducted "with an almost complete lack 
of order and regulation ." 

Many of these migrants are now 
crossing borders illegally-as a result 
both of rising unemployment in their 

own cou ntries and the reduced official 
demand for labor in the host countries. 
There are an estimated four to five 
million undocumented migrants in 
North America, two to three million in 
Latin America, one and a half million 
in Europe and up to half a million in the 
Middle East. 

These are just some of the issues that 
will come up at next year's Interna
tional Conference on Population. "In 
the last analysis, " says the Report, "all 
the complexities of population can be 
reduced to the results of decisions 
taken by individual men and women." 
Governments, however, have the re
sponsibility to provide the means for 
people to make effective decisions. 
"Interventions to improve health stan
dards, education, employment op
portunities and the status of women 
can have considerable effects on 
decisions about family size and mi
gration . Where these responsibilities 
are neglected or cannot be fulfilled, 
the result is damaging both to individ
ual lives and the prospects of balanced 
development. " • 

How ffi<lny Children Do You W<lnt? 

Children in rich countries cost an 
average of $50,000 each-that's 

by the time they have been fed, 
clothed, educated and generally 
looked after up to the age of eighteen . 
So ask a European or North American 
how many children they want and the 
thought that flashes through the mind 
may well be: "How many can we 
afford?" 

But children in poor countries, 
particularl y in rural areas, can actually 
be a source of income. From the age of 
five onwards they might be helping 
with the household chores or trans
planting rice in the countryside--work 
that can add to the security of the 
family. So their parents might well ask 
themselves: " How many children do 
we need?" 

These two different questions prod
uce--not surprisingly-two different 
answers. Parents in rich countries 
nowadays want on average two chil 
dren per family-while in the poor 
world the number of children wanted 
is on average between three and five . 

Another difference between rich 
and poor is that while people in the 
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developed countries can usually plan 
their families-fairly accurately
those in developing countries tend to 
have more children than they want. In 
Colombia, for example, on average 
they have about seven ; insufficient 
knowledge of family planning and the 
low availability of contraceptive ser
vices result in a gap between supply 
and demand in many parts of the 
world . 

All this has profound implications 
for the future growth of world popula
tion. At present there are four and a 
half billion people in the world : a 
number that will at least double in the 
future. Ther UNFPA Report says that 
world population could eventually 
stabilize at around 10.2 billion to
wards the end of the next century . But 
for population growth finally to come 
to a stop the number of children will 
have to be no more than needed for 
"replacement". This will mean par
ents on average choosing to have only 
two children . 

We are a long way from that. And 
the extent of the distance to go is 
indicated by the results of a survey by 
the East-West Population Institute in 
Hawaii. If parents everywhere are to 
have just two children they wi 11 have to 
see children in much the same light. 
This survey asked parents in many 
countries what they saw to be the 
advantages and disadvantages of hav
ing children. The differences revealed 
by the answers were striking. 

In Ghana, for example, 64 percent 
of women said that they had children 
chiefly for the economic and practical 
help they gave. In Peru this figure rose 
to 80 percent. 

But in the United States-as in other 
Western countries-the economic 
benefits paled to insignificance, only 
being given as the most important. 
reason by five percent of the women 

surveyed . " Companionship and hap
piness" was what most motivated 
nearly half of U .S. mothers. The 
majority of the rest sought " psycholog
ical benefits" from rearing children 
including, for example, the satisfac
tion that many parents get by ex
periencing the world anew through 
their offspring. 

As for the disadvantages of children , 
parents in rich and poor countries 
again had different views-though on 
the question of cost there was some 
agreement. Children in poor countries 
do also cost money-though by the 
age of eight they may earn in cash or 
labour more than they cost. And many 
parents also see children as an invest
ment for security in their old age. So 
meeting the immediate expenses of a 
child who was not yet productive was 
quoted as the chief disadvantage to 
having children by most poor parents. 

U.S. mothers saw things differently. 
The benefits of loving and being loved 
were important, and successful chil
dren can help establish and enhance 
their parents' place in society-but at 
the cost of personal freedom . The 
restrictions that children placed upon 
their I ives were felt to be the biggest 
disadvantage by 46 percent of U.S. 
mothers--even more important than 
the monetary cost put first by 27 
percent of mothers . 

The fear that children may tie their 
parents down in some way is by no 
means confined to Western nations. In 
Eastern Europe this factor has had a 
dramatic effect on birth rates . As the 
centrally-planned countries became 
industrialized during the SO's and 
60's, women were expected to work 
alongside men in the factories and the 
offices. In practice women found they 
now had two jobs: paid work and 
house work. 

To reduce the domestic workload 

many women decided that only one 
child was enough . Birth rates fell 
rapidly to below replacement level 
and populations started to decline. 
Alarmed, many of the governments 
turned to " pro-natalist" policies : in
creasing official allowances for fami
lies for example, and giving the best 
housing to larger families . And even
tually fertility rates started to creep up 
again to the present level of 2.2 
children per mother in Eastern Europe. 
Indeed this is now higher than in 
Western Europe where the population 
in some countries is now declining and 
the average fertility level is 1.9. 

In the Third World too it will be 
largely the women 's influence that will 
decide future population trends. Re
search shows a strong Ii n k between the 
education that women receive, the 
opportunities they get to work outside 
the home and away from agricul
ture-and their decision to limit the 
number of children they bear. In 
Mexico a woman with some second
ary education has an average of three 
fewer children than a woman who has 
never been to school. 

But indications are that many poor 
women are having more children than 
they want. In Mexico they say they 
want four but in fact they have six . The 
World Fertility Survey estimates that in 
29 developing countries only half of 
the women who wanted fewer chil
dren were actually using some method 
of contraception. 

A levelling off in world population is 
more than a hundred years away-but 
only if by then we can get to the point 
where Third World parents need, 
want-and can choose to have-two 
children on average. Without this the 
population plateau will remain an 
unattainable and distant feature on the 
horizon. • 

The New Gold Rush 

"Pakistani manpower ensures max
i mum production ." "Bangladeshi 
workers are well-known for their 
honesty and sincerity ." Newspaper 
advertisements in the oi I-rich Gu If tout 
their wares with all the gusto of an 
eastern bazaar. 

Selling cheap labor is big business. 
There are at least 20 million migrant 

Peter StQlker 

workers in foreign countries today- North America, drawn from Mexico, 
and that includes only those working Central America and the Caribbean to 
legally. Many millions more have two of the richest countries in the 
walked, swum or flown across the world. 
frontiers without papers, and live in Migrants now make up a "substan
fear of the tap on the shoulder from an tial proportion of the global work 
immigration official. The largest num- force" says the United Nations Fund 
ber of illegal migrants-between four for Population Activities. And the 
and five million-is believed to be in agency's 1983 State of the World 
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A Turkish migrant worker in Europe. The international trade in labor is being carried on 
with " an almost complete lack of order and regulation." 

Population Report calls for an interna
tional agreement on a process that is 
occurring with a " complete lack of 
order and regulation." 

Legal or illegal , from across the Rio 
Grande·or the Indian Ocean, the one 
thing that unites most migrants is their 
desire to improve their lives. Road
bui lders , factory-workers , fruit
pickers or housemaids, they all see 
their new country as the answer to 
their financial prayers. A Sri Lankan 
girl boarding the plane in Colombo 
knows that, as a housemaid in the 
Gulf, she can earn twenty times as 
much as at home. The attraction is 
almost irresistable. 

Money is the key to most interna
tional migration . Rich countries still 
want the cheap labor that helped fuel 
most industrial development in the 
West. Poor countries hope for extra 
income by " exporting" their earners. 
Migration to the Middle East has been 
at such a rate in recent years that bona 
fide citizens of the United Arab 
Emirates are now only 24 percent of 
the total population . 

Workers do send money home-
and in considerable quantities . 
Around 80 percent of the " export" 
income of countries like Egypt and 
Pakistan comes from the pay packets 
of migrant workers. And in Yemen and 
Jordan their earnings are practically 
the only source of foreign exchange. 
Indeed, some governments insist that 
their workers overseas send money 
back: the Philippines, for example, 
requires construction workers and 
seamen to send back 70 percent of 
their earnings. 

Th is all sounds very equitable--an 
international exchange that benefits 

both sides. But doubts are now being 
raised about the way that this trade in 
people is being carried out-those 
same newspapers advertising the vir
tues of hard-working foreign laborers 
also carry appeals for help tracking 
down workers who have run away 
from the job. Migrants sometimes find 
that an employer says one thing when 
the forms are being signed-but quite 
another once they are in the country 
and on the work-site. 

And some of the labor-€xporting 
countries are having second thoughts 
about the financial benefits too. The 
money that workers send home is often 
used for conspicuous consumption of 
imported goods-from cars to video 
recorders . Migrants seem to want to 
en joy the benefits of their exile as soon 
as they come home. " There is little 
evidence," says one UN survey, " that 
the governments of the sending coun
tries have succeeded in channeling 
remittances into productive invest
ment." 

And many workers don't return 
home at all. Europe has one of the most 
settled bodies of migrant workers in 
the world . It was thought that the 
economic downturn after 1975 would 
lead to a mass exodus of "guest-work
ers" back to countries like Morocco 
and Turkey. Incentives were offered 
and a number did go-but nothing like 
as many as expected ; unemployment 
in their own country was a powerful 
disincentive. And the exodus that did 
occur did little to ease unemployment 
in the host country . Of the jobs left 
behind by returning migrant workers 
from France only a third were subse
quently fi I led by French nationals, 
another third were snapped up by 
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other foreign workers and the rest were 
eliminated. Frenchmen often consid
ered immigrants' jobs too degrading. 

This trade in migrant workers 
amounts to an aid program from poor 
countries to rich-since the workers 
are often the most energetic and highly 
educated parts of the work force in 
their home countries . Pakistan loses at 
least half its medical school graduates 
each year and India sees 30 percent of 
its graduate engineers disappear over
seas. According to one study it would 
have cost West Germany $33 bi 11 ion to 
rear and educate the number of 
workers gained by immigration be
tween 1957 and 1973 . 

As a result, developing countries are 
beginning to seek compensation for 
their losses. King Hussein of Jordan 
was one of the first to raise the issue 
publicly. " Unless this imbalance is 
discouraged," he said, "the gap be
tween rich countries and poor coun
tries is bound to widen further. " Not 
surprisingly this suggestion met with a 
cool response from the rich countries. 

International agreements of any 
kind about migrant workers have had 
limited success until now. But they are 
likely to become the focus of more 
attention in the future. The UN Gener
al Assembly now has a working group 
due to report on the subject so there is 
at least the prospect of more concerted 
international action . 

It is ironic, as this year's State of 
World Population Report points out, 
that there have been international 
agreements on the movement of com
modities for many years; yet a com
prehensive agreement on i nternation
al migration, where human lives are at 
stake, is yet to be negotiated. • 
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Putting Food on the ffiop 
Poul Harrison 

more than half of the developing 
countries may be unable to feed 

their populations from their own land 
by the year 2000. This is the grim 
conclusion of a new United Nations 
survey that looks at the food-produc
ing capacity of land in the Third 
World-and which is highlighted in 
the 1983 State of World Population 
Report. 

Using subsistence agriculture, and 
with only their own territory as a 
source of food , there will be 65 
countries unable to feed their popula
tions by the turn of the century . 

Africa wi 11 be one of the continents 
hardest hit, with thirty-one of its 
fifty-one nations in trouble. But the 
most intense problems are likely to 
arise in South West Asia where only 
one of the sixteen countries in the 
region will be able to feed itself using 
any but the most advanced farming 
methods. 

This is the first thorough scientific 
study of its kind designed to gauge 
approximately how many people the 
land in developing countries could 
feed. A mass of information based on 
detailed maps of soils and climate in 
117 developing countries has been fed 
into a complex computer program. 
The survey was carried out by a team 
from the Food and Agriculture Organi 
zation of the United Nations with 
funding from the United Nations Fund 
for Population Activities . 

The research team looked at the 
food crop which gave the highest yield 
of calories in each place and they 
assessed the potential yield at three 
intensities of farming. These were 
classified as " low", " intermediate", 
or "high" depending on the use of 
such inputs as fertilizers, pesticides, 
new seeds and soi I conservation 
methods. Low input would corre
spond to a peasant farmer growing 
food mostly for his or her own daily 
needs. Intermediate methods would 
be similar to those used by a me
dium-sized farmer who sells some of 
his produce and is making an effort to 
increase yields. High input farming 
would be roughly on a level with that 
used by a North American farmer 
today. Most farmers in developing 

countries are somewhere between the 
low and intermediate levels. 

At the low input levels the land in 65 
countries would be unable to feed 
their anticipated 2000 A.O. popula
tions. More than half of these countries 
could not even manage if they raised 
their farming methods to the interme
diate level. And there would be 19 that 
would remain critical even with opti 
mal farming methods. 

And this pessimistic conclusion is 
based on the assumption that the entire 
cultivable area would be used-and 
that the whole of the area would be 
used for growing food crops. No 
allowance is made for non-food crops 
such as coffee, cotton , sisal , or even 
fuelwood . 

In the highly unlikely event of all 
available land being used with high
technology agriculture there would be 
no food problem in the Third World as 
a whole-the total population could 
be fed many times over. Even today 
enough food is grown to feed everyone 
in the world. The problem is that the 
people are not always in places where 
food can be made available. Food 
does not flow easily across frontiers 
unless the recipient country has the 
money to pay for it-and there is a 
suitable storage and distribution sys
tem. This is why there can be a butter 
mountain in Europe, a grain surplus in 
the U.S. and a famine in Africa 
simultaneously. 

The gravest threats hang over the 
drier, cooler areas. The warmer, wet
ter zones closer to the equator could 
feed many times their expected popu
lations provided careful conservation 
methods are used. 

With subsistence farming, Africa as 
a whole can feed only 1,250 million 
people though the total population of 
the continent is expected to reach 
2,000 million before leveling out. If 
farming could be brought up to the 
intermediate level throughout the con
tinent 4,500 million people could be 
fed-but even then 1 2 out of the 51 
countries would still be individually in 
deficit. Africa indeed gives some of the 
most dramatic examples of the differ
ent potentials of individual nations; it 
is possible for one country to be in 

deficit w hi le its next door neighbor is 
capable of feeding its ow n popu lati on 
many times over. 

Taking regions as a w ho le, howev
er, it is South West Asia that fi nds itsel f 
in the most critica l position, mainly 
because of low ra infall. Twelve of the 
sixteen countries would be in defic it in 
the year 2000 even at the highest input 
levels . For some of these countries, of 
course, the ir exports of oil or manu
factured goods can be used to pay to 
import food to meet any deficits. But 
there are others who will f ind it 
difficult to cope without continu ing 
foreign assistance. 

The situat ion in the Americas is 
easier. No country in South America is 
incapable of feeding its population 
from its own land. Yet even here 
people go hungry because of the 
maldistribution of people and re
sources. Substant ial areas of the Andes 
are already carrying more people than 
they can support with the kinds of 
method that most farmers are able to 
use. 

This survey has far-reaching impli
cations for the balancing of population 
and resources in all the areas it covers. 
Even in countries which could feed 
their populations, people must have 
access to the land or have the income 
to buy food--or they will go hungry 
regardless of the amount of food in the 
country. 

Those countries which w ill have 
difficulty feed ing the i r populat ion 
from their own land will have to 
improve their levels of farm ing as 
much as possible. Some are lucky w ith 
minera resources or industry that can 
generate the national income w ith 
which to import food. That gives them 
a breathing space but leaves them in 
an exposed and dependent position . 
But al I wou Id benefit from pol icies that 
would reduce their fertility and stabi
lize their populations as soon as 
possible. 

Though the outlook may be gloomy, 
this survey does at least offer the 
opportun ity for more accurate plan
ning. Those countries that do not take 
the opportunity to balance their ex
pected food resources and popula
tions may fi nd that these wil l balance 
themselves--through worsen ing mal
nutrition and rising death rates . • 

These artic les are features from the 
United Nations Fund for Population Acti
vities, based upon the Fund's annual 
report . 
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A talk with 

Margaret 
Walker 

Alexander 
One of America's Most 

Irrepressible Story-tellers 

Malik Stan Reaves 

T hose who know Dr. Margaret 
Walker Alexander by reputation 

necessarily approach her with the care 
and respect reserved for people of 
unique importance. And with good 
reason . At 67, Margaret Walker (as she 
is popularly known) is one of United 
Methodism ' s most distinguished 
women . She is an accomplished histo
rian and an acclaimed writer of 
international repute. Her poetry has 
been honored in critical circles and 
her popular Civil War novel Jubilee 
has been translated into seven lan
guages. 

Yet, remarkably, Margaret Walker is 
much more than this . She is an 
irrepressible story-teller with a prag
matically spiritual message. " Do I pray 
every night? I pray all the time. I don't 
wait for night. I pray before I go to bed 
but I don't always get on my knees. 

" Once, my husband was gravely ill . 
He was in the hospital for an opera
tion . They told me he'd gone into 
shock and his blood pressure had 
dropped. I said , 'Oh, take me home. I 
have to go somewhere where I can 
pray.' When I got home I didn't get on 
my knees . I fell on my face . 

" It was just like a cousin of mine had 
said once : 'Girl, when you need 

to the Methodist belief. I am comple
tely Protestant in the Wesleyan sense." 

Above all , she is filled with many of 
the advantages of youth--0ptimism, 
personableness, creativity and pride. 
" I was born into a wonderful world of 
books and music, " she beamed at a 
rapt audience during the visit, " and 
I've lived in that world all my life." She 
slipped easily into the joys of story
tell ing, wading contentedly in warm 
waters of fond memories. 

" Mother said that by the time I was 
four, I was reading to my younger 
sister. My father had many, many 
books. I knew as early as eight years of 
age that I wanted to be a writer. And 
that I wanted to write books. I was 
writing prose by 1 0 and started poetry 
at 11." 

However, her earliest ambitions 
were directed toward music. " My 
mother played piano and taught 
music. My sister was playing piano at 
the age of two. My brother became a 
jazz musician . I tried to sing. I tried to 
play the piano. I tried to play the violin 
but I soon found that I was tone deaf. I 
was quite annoyed because my sister 
and brother had perfect pitch . 

Making Music Out of Words 

something bad and in a hurry, your " I had to be satisfied with making 
knees won 't do.'" music out of words ." 

She is a ch i ld of the South . " I'm from And this she did well . At age 12, her 
Birmingham, Alabama; New Orleans, father gave her a book to keep her 
Louisiana; and Jackson, Mississippi ." poems together. By the end of college, 

A long-time lay leader, active mem- she had filled it with 355 poems. After 
ber of United Methodist Women, and years of studying the craft of poetry, 
miss ions school teacher since 1958, she produced one of the outstand ing 
she is thoroughly Methodist. "You modern works by a black poet, "For 
know, I was born into thi s church and My People" -an evocative word-pic-
1' m in this church by choice," she said tu re of the Black experience. For it, she 
during a recent visit to the General won the Yale University Younger Poets 
Board of Global Ministr ies . " M y award in 1942. 
w hole Christian experience is geared During her career as a poet, another 
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larger work of art was growing within 
her. As a child, she'd listened to stories 
told by her maternal grandmother, 
who lived with Ms. Walker's family all 
her life. "She told stories of slavery 
times in Georgia. I was so fascinated 
with them. " 

While she was a senior at North
western University, she began to 
fashion the stories into a fictional 
history of a black family . However, 
after writing some 300 pages, she 
recognized that she was not yet a 
novelist. She spent the next 30 years 
mastering the craft, researching, living 
and developing the story. 

"I think one of the reasons people 
have liked Jubilee is that I have lived 
through it. It's an authentic story, not 
only of my family history but of a lot of 
my own experiences. Yet it is fiction . 

"I was always asking, ' How much of 
the burden of history can fiction bear?' 
I intended it to be exactly what it is, a 
folk novel, because I realized there 
were many Black Americans with the 
same type of story behind them . And I 
wanted to express my experience as a 
black woman in America." 

The number of Black Americans 
with the same type of story behind 
them was significant enough to lead to 
a dispute between Margaret Walker 
and Alex Haley, the author of Roots, 
for she has claimed that some of the 
material in Haley's book was taken 
from Jubilee. 

A Well-Nigh Impossible Dream 

"How have you adjusted to all the 
notoriety you've received?" an ad
mirer asked Ms. Walker during her 
Board visit. 

"Notoriety? I don't want to be 
remembered as a notorious person," 
she quipped, then added : "When I 
was coming up you didn't think about 
fame or anything like that. To be a 
young black girl in the South in the 20s 
and 30s and have the ambition to 
publish a book was a well nigh 
impossible dream. You didn't think 
about whether you'd get to be promi
nent. You just wondered if you 'd ever 
manage to do it. " 

So what propelled this " young black 
girl in the South" to rise to such a 
challenge? As she shared her life and 
history, it became clear that the mighty 
stream of her determination to succeed 
as a writer flowed from her remarkable 
family. 

" My family was of such a religious 
nature. It was nothing for me to hear 
my grandmother praying in the morn
ings. And I often saw my parents on 
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their knees during family prayer. I 
grew up with that. Though Black 
people around the country have for
gotten a lot of our roots, we remember 
that 'we've come this far by faith ."' 

·She glowed with warmth as she 
spoke of her parents and their example 
of excellence, service and achieve
ment. "They spent some 40 years in 
the church, working together," she 
recalled . Her father, Rev. Sigismund 
C. Walker, was a Methodist minister 
who served in four states and was a 
scholar in ancient biblical literature 
who taught in Methodist schools 
across the South. Her mother, Marion 
Dozier Walker, " was a marvelous 
musician" who taught music, led 
church choirs and diligently pursued 
women's work alongside her hus
band. 

With her characteristic lack of self
consciousness, Ms. Walker poignant
ly noted that her mother had died just 
weeks before on Easter Sunday. 
"Music was her life. Even in her last 
years she was still singing and making 
up songs, even saying her prayers to 
music ." 

Proud of her mother's long years of 
service as a Methodist woman, she 
found a special meaning in the near 
coincidence of her visit and her recent 
loss. With special reference to the 
Women's Division, she noted: " I think 
Mama was here today as well." 

Langston Hughes the Key 

Despite its significance, the inspira
tion of her family probably would not 
have been enough to help her realize 
her dreams, she told her audience. 
"Langston Hughes was the key," she 
admitted. After hearing her poetry in 
New Orleans, Hughes, the leading 
Black writer of his day, encouraged 
her parents to send Ms. Walker out of 
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the South to finish her education . He 
convinced them that she would not 
develop properly in that environment. 

Notwithstanding the obvious con
strictions of racist segregation which 
shaped much of her youth , Hughes 
was pointing to a broader problem 
which affected white artists as well. " If 
they hadn't left and then gone back 
with a fresh perspective," Ms. Walker 
said , "nobody would have given a 
penny for the chances of even those 
who developed into great Southern 
writers including Tennessee Williams, 
Richard Wright , and William 
Faulkner. 

" The whole southern region is 
aberrant. It' s a violent South. It's a 
beautiful South . It' s an ugly South. It's 
ambivalent. Until the 1950s, it hadn't 
caught up with the Industrial Revolu
tion . Then all of a sudden it was 
participating in two revolutions (in
cluding the Civil Rights Revolution)." 

Return to the South 

After leaving the South, she spent 
more than 30 years in the Mid-West. 
Then in the 60s, she decided to return, 
convinced that the South had become 
the focal point for social experimenta
tion and growth at its best. "There's a 
political ferment there that is not in 
other parts of the country" in addition 
to the burgeoning of the whole Sun
belt. 

She spoke with excitement of devel
opments in Mississippi where she 
currently resides-the untold story of 
how the mass movement led by 
Medgar Evers served as a model for 
Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights 
Movement, the successful take-over 
by a community movement with 
United Methodist support of a Jackson 
TV station which had traditionally 
insulted Blacks, Governor William 
Winter who last year "led a revolt" 
against inferior education, leading to 
the establishment of state-wide public 
kindergarten classes. 

Of her experiences in the South 
within The United Methodist Church, 
she recalled the pain and challenges of 
the 50s and 60s and the related 
difficulties currently surrounding the 
Church and Holmes County. "I do not 
Ii ke to remember the pain of those days 
when we were pulling apart because 
of the social pressures. As an observer 
to General Conference in 1972, I told 
people that we were very upset over 
the attitude toward racism in the 
Church. During the 60s, the church in 
Mississippi split along racial lines, 
with many whites leaving to establish 

their own segregated congregations 
and Blacks saying that we didn' t want 
white pastors or superintendents. 

" We went through such an ordeal 
that it has been very healing to observe 
what is going on in the early 80s. The 
Civil Rights Movement liberated both 
Blacks and whites in the state so that it 
is only now that we can see a kind of 
healing taking place in the church ." 

One small marker along that road of 
hope was recently planted at Gulfside, 
Mississippi , a meeting ground estab
lished by Blacks early in the century 
when they were denied access to other 
such facilities . (During the 30s and 
40s, Marion Walker directed music for 
Gulfside.) Last year she participated in 
the annual meeting of the state's 
United Methodist Women , held forthe 
first time at Gulfside. She was deeply 
moved by this effort on the part of 
women of both races to come together 
in an earnest attempt at sharing and 
reconciliation . " It was the first time 
that white women had come to us. It 
was truly an historic event," she 
beamed. 

Yet she is not content with the extent 
of such progress in the church or in 
society. Speaking recently at a high 
school commencement in majority 
black Claibourne County, she chal
lenged the students to fight for racial 
justice. " ' But if you do,' I to ld them, 
'you're going to meet with persecu
tion. You ' re going to have to make 
sacrifices and you going to discover 
that here are people who wi 11 fight you 
to keep things the way they have 
always been."' The students respond
ed with thunderous applause and a 
standing ovation . 

Always it was there, that element of 
optimism. "I believe in the goodness 
of the future, that things are evolving 
toward a positive outcome. That's not 
to say that everything happens for the 
best but that everything that happens 
to you can be used for good purpose. 
So I can't dwell on the negative ; I 
believe that faith is the thing that 
conquers fear. 

"As Vyry (heroine of Jubilee) says, 
'You don't get to the point where you 
can't pray.' And you pray bel ieving 
that this is God's world. You have to 
believe that no matter how bad th ings 
are now, they're going to get better. I 
do believe that. If I didn't I couldn't 
live. • 

Malik Stan Reaves is a producer/writer 
with the Mission Education and Cultivation 
Program Department, GBGM 
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A Call to Repentance: 

An Ethnic Answer to the 
Missional Priority Program 

Yolanda E. Rivas 

I n the midst of the 1980-1984 
quadrennium, when the single 

priority is the strenghtening and devel
opment of the ethnic minority local 
church , some questions have persis
tently lingered in my mind . They 
almost have the tone of urgency. 

To me the missional priority has 
been more than reprioritizing budgets 
and programs, bringing all kinds of 
resources to ethnic churches, produc
ing films on ethnic churches or having 
inter-ethnic events and celebrations. 
All of that has been good, but the real 
meaning and impact have gone be
yond that. 

The missional priority has been a 
reexamination of the church 's mission 
and theological foundations . It has 
been a reaffirmation of what it means 
to be a witness of the faith we proclaim 
to profess. It has meant a reexamina
tion of church structure, goals and 
objectives. It has meant a reexamina
tion of ethnic groups among them
selves and between themselves . It has 
meant a call to repentance, an act of 
forgiveness, and, above all , a promise 
of restoration. 

Against this background , my ques
tions take these forms : What is the 
missional priority ultimately doing for 
the ethnic minority church? What is it 
doing for the Church in general? How 
will it affect the future of the United 
Methodist Church? I cannot speak for 
the ethnic minority church , but as part 
of it, I can address these questions at 
the personal level of what the mis
sional priority has meant to me, what it 
has told me and what I have seen in it. 

Left, Bishop Ernest T. Dixon, Jr., 
congratulates the Rev. 0. Fredrick 
Cravens on his ordination. 

Top, Asians and Caucasians worship 
together in Fountain Valley, Ca. 

sel 
Ur 
sta 
inc 
an' 
bo 
sar 
COi 

ha1 
be 
WE 

far 
bu 
se~ 

ot~ 
fie 
II 

in< 
ch 
pl 
we 
or 
eth 
far 
we 

~~ 
sta 
int 
WI 

:~ti 
zat 
de1 
livi 

pri1 
bu1 
to 
im1 
bel 
oft 
eq1 
pre 
"P1 
not 
farr 
trei 
cal 

gif 
ha 
gri 
re1 
bu 
an 
as 
Pai 
ful1 
Me 
Wit 



What Has the Missional Priority 
Meant to Me? 

First, in the miss ional priority I have 
seen the intentional effort of The 
United Methodi st Church to under
stand and affirm inclusiveness. By this 
inclusiveness the ethnic church is not 
any longer an alien group in the vi sible 
body of the church , but it is part of the 
same family , not second or third 
cousins, but equal s. The ethnic groups 
have always been in the church. But 
being there did not necessarily mean 
we were all together in the same 
family . We could be together at times, 
but we were not one. Some of us were 
separated , others " integrated", and 
others assimilated . None of that re
flected the true understanding of being 
" One in the Lord". 

Through this true understanding of 
inclusiveness the ethnic minority 
church is visibly restored to its proper 
place in the family of God . It is not that 
we were not part of that family before 
or that we did not know it. That we 
ethnic minorities were part of the 
family of God, that we were equals, 
we certainly knew that. But what was 
needed was for The United Methodist 
Church to come to an honest under
standing of what this meant and to 
intentionally live this affirmation. 
What was needed was for our church 
to incorporate this theological truth 
into its structure, mission and o~gani
zation. We needed the church to 
declare that belief in its action and 
I ivi ng experiences. 

The emphasis that the missional 
priority has placed on prioritizing 
budgets and programs is only the effort 
to bring into practical reality the 
implications of this inclusiveness. To 
belong in a family means equal sharing 
of the resources of that family . It means 
equal access to the decision-making 
process of that family. The father of the 
" Prodigal Son" knew that his son had 
not been completely restored into the 
family until he had been given the full 
treatment, emotionally and economi
cally, of a son . 

The missional priority then is not a 
gift that The United Methodist Church 
has decided to give to ethnic minority 
groups . Even when budgets had to be 
reprioritized and a fund was especially 
built for that priority, all that it was, 
and is, was the response of the church 
as one body to the attention of a 
particular aspect of its ministry. In 
fulfilling that ministry, The United 
Methodist Church is then being a 
witness to our oneness and it is being 

faithful to its mi ssion . 
Second, the missional priority has 

also enabled ethnic minority congre
gations to start determining their own 
destiny. From theological education to 
the local church level , and from the 
local leadership to the higher levels of 
planning and administration, the need 
for self--determ i nation has been re
cognized by the missional priority. 
The condescending attitude which 
came about from a relationship of 
dependency would not allow the 
ethnic minority church to fully grow 
and be on its own . In the strengthening 
of the ethnic minority ministry the 
church is therefore enabling ethnic 
minorities to assess their problems and 
needs, and to take the needed steps 
required to change conditions and 
determine where they want to be. The 
missional priority then is not only an 
effort to correct the past but also an 
effort to prepare for a new future. 

Third , the missional priority has 
strengthened the bridges among the 
various ethnic groups. Working for this 
missional priority, the ethnic groups 
have walked further along bridges 
which tie us together. We have finally 
realized that the so-called "minority 
groups" are really a majority, that we 
are rich in our heritage, that we are 
important, and that our contribution is 
needed by our church . 

We ethnic minorities have realized 
that the struggle of each had basic 
similarities and that ultimately it was 
the same struggle. 

Iglesia Metodista La Trinidad, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 



"It is not a question of changes 
of faces or addition of ethnic names 

that is needed but a change 
at the very heart of the church." 

_.._ 
A Polynesian feast celebrates the establishment of a Tongan congregation in Salt Lake 
City (above). 

What Has the _Missional Priority Done 
For the Church in General? 

the United States, in our own neigh
borhoods as well. What was worse, 
the church discovered that as one of 
the basic institutions of the society, it 
had also been an oppressor. 

It has given the church an opportu
nity to humbly recognize its sins in 
order to again be faithfu l to its mission . 
That the church has not been comple-
tely fa ithful to its mission for many How Will The Missional Priority Affect 

The Future of This Church? 
years was obvious in the very need for 
having to have a missional priority for In other words, what w i ll happen 
the ethnic minority local church . That after the Quadrennium is over? 
the church has been able to recognize To me the missional priority has 
its si ns is the most beautiful sign that it been only the beginning. All begin-
is indeed the Chu rch of Chri st. nings, in order to come to a full 

The priority has also confronted The realization , need nurturing, intention-
United Method ist Church with the ality and continuation . If the missional 
needs of the developing world , a priority has really been what it was 
world wh ich is not mi les away but in meant to be when it was adopted by 
our midst. The comfortable " midd le the 1980 General Conference, then its 
class" position of the church has been impact will have to be seen after the 
awakened to the poverty, d iscr imina- Quadrennium is over. If the idea of 
tion , injustice, and oppression of priorities or emphases in a quadren-
people not only in Lat in America or nium is, as I think, the beginning of a 
India, but of people w ho live here in comm itment, then I am sure the effects 
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of this missional priority w ill be lasting 
and powerful in our church. 

These are the ways I envision the 
effects of the priority in the com ing 
years: 

It w ill result in the incorporation of 
the M issional Priority into all aspects of 
the church. I am not saying that we 
will aga in have this Missional Priority 
in 1984. What I am saying is that the 
essence of this priority, including 
efforts, programs, monies and re
sources, will have to be incorporated 
into all levels of the church in order to 
continue what we have just barely 
begun . Four to eight years are not 
enough to undo and rectify past 
mistakes. But they are enough to give 
the church the beginning of a total 
transformation. 

It will result in a total transformation 
of the church structure. If the church 
really means what it says about 
inclusiveness, empowerment and 
being one family, then church struc
ture has to continue changing in order 
to reflect that inclusiveness and that 
empowerment. More and more the 
ethnic constituency culture and needs 
will have to be reflected in the 
church ' s organization , programs, 
composition of boards and agencies, 
cabinets, the Council of Bishops and 
theological education . It is not a 
question of changes of faces or addi
tions of ethnic neimes that is needed 
but a change at the very heart of the 
church. 

It wi 11 empower the church to be The 
Church. The missional priority seen 
under this perspective is really a 
process of repentance, humiliation, 
and subsequently transformation . 
When we go through this process 
which takes us to the confrontation of 
ourselves, we do not have any other 
choice but to cling closer to the source 
of power and energy, to the source of 
love and compassion, which will 
enable us to give the love that our 
world demands and the empower
ment that the powerless need . 

Renewed by this spiritual experi
ence, we can again rise as a church 
which is committed to soc ial change 
and justice based not on sociological 
theories or pol itical doctrines but on its 
faith in the complete and whole 
message of the Gospel. The missional 
priority thus is nothing else but the 
natural reaction of a church filled by 
the fire of His Love. • 

Yolanda Rivas is an associate general 
secretary of the General Commission on 
Re li gion and Race. 
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Whot I Hove Leorned 
os o Volunteer in ffiission 

Short-term mission as a volunteer 
offers great opportunities for 

maximum learning in minimum time. 
Although the volunteer in mission's 
motivation is service, personal growth 
in knowledge and understanding can 
be phenomenal. 

Most of us prepare to help in a needy 
situation with our work, talents and 
personal witness. We always return 
home knowing that whatever we have 
done is only the proverbial " drop in 
the bucket. " What has been accom
plished is hard to measure. 

However, learning experiences are 
many. Following are some of my 
learnings from visits to mission fields : 
Cuba(1960), Peru(1973), Haiti (l 977), 
Brazil , Argentina and Peru(1978), and 
Liberia(l 981-2). 

I have gained a wealth of informa
tion about other people. 

Learning for the short-term volun
teer in mission begins with the infor
mation which created his or her 
interest. Specific preparation begins 
with securing information about the 
people and the country to which he or 
she is invited . Personal preparation 
requires knowledge of the health 
situation , the climate, and the political 
situation. One should know some
thing of native art and literature. The 
nature of the work of the church 
inspires study of its history and the 
collection of all possible information 
about Christian work among the peo
ple to whom we go. 

I absorbed information from Nation
al Geographic, Background Notes 
from the Department of State on 
specific countries, and maps from 
travel agencies. When preparing for 
travel in Latin American countries, I 
read the Organization of American 
States' publications . I interviewed 
missionaries and nationals and se
cured valuable information from the 
General Board of Global Ministries . 

Usually I have learned so much 
about the receiving country and its 
people that I felt at home when I 

Frank A. Settle 

reached my destination. With thi s 
information, my life would have been 
enriched had I stayed at home. 

I have gained great respect for the 
traditions and customs of other peo
ple. 

Domestic workers and yard boys at 
the hostel in Monrovia, Liberia, taught 
a group of us volunteers some of the ir 
tribal expressions, shared the ir folk 
lore, and explained many of their 
customs. They brought specimens of 
rocks and plants to share their knowl
edge of nature. They alluded to 
puberty rites and the practices of 
animistic religion s. We began to un
derstand the economic costs involved 
when we learned that not only funeral s 
but also the wakes where large quan
tities of food and drink were consumed 
were very costl y . 

In the course of our stay, thi s 
information was enlarged and refi ned 

by our very intel ligent host who 
entertained us for the sessions of the 
annua l conference. He explained the 
ro le of the medicine man and the 
practice of witchcraft that prevai Is 
outside the cities . He explained the 
conti nu ing hold of the bush schools in 
spite of the fact that chi ld ren as young 
as four are included and some of them 
die in the course of the puberty rites . 

He also expla ined the practice of 
and the rationale for polygamy. He 
told us that women have I ittle opportu
nity fo r working outside the home and 
that the unmarried woman finds no 
security outside the extended family . 
This explai ns why she may become the 
second or third wife and accept the 
domination of the first wife . In this way 
we came to understand how difficult it 
is for the convert to Christianity to 
overcome responsi bi lities undertaken 
under a non-Christian system . 

Patients at the Canta Leprosy Rehabilitation and Control Center in Liberia are cared for 
by members of their family while receiving treatment. 
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Sue Bennett 
College in Rio de Janiero, 

Brazil, uses its buildings for a 
variety of activities from 

morning until night. Shown 
are an art class and an 

architecture class. 

Respect Indispensable 

Respect for human dignity is indis
pensable. 

Many nati onal churches have be
come autonomous in spite of econom
ic dependency. From our privileged 
economic position it is very easy to 
become unintentionally patronizing. 
We witness poverty; we are accus
tomed to giving to missions; we select 
our pet projects; we want to decide 
how our money shall be spent. " After 
al I", we reason , " they would not have 
that money or the building or the 
project unless we had contributed ." 
We become oblivious to the loss of 
dignity that accompanies our making 
all the decisions. 

A group of volunteers from the 
Holston Conference was engaged in 
renovating Chorrillos Church in Lima, 
Peru. The late Bishop Wenceslao 
Bahamonde, just back from a confer
ence in Brazil , shared with us some 
points of Latin American consensus. 
One of them dealt with relationships 
with other churches, especially those 
of the United States. " Are the churches 
in the United States willing to support a 
national worker, who would require a 
smaller salary, rather than a mission
ary?" he asked . "Are they willing to 
help us unconditionally? We need 
your money. We are very grateful for 
your help, but we must decide how to 
administer our affai rs. " 

Almost ten years later in Liberia, 
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Bishop Arthur Kulah was v01c1ng 
much of the same sentiment. Liberians 
are grateful for all the assistance given 
them from the mother church but they 
have expressed strong convictions 
about administering the funds without 
what they regard as demeaning regula
tions from the source. Obviously, 
insistence upon this kind of autonomy 
is definitely related to innate human 
dignity. 

This concern for dignity is inherent 
in all countries and shows itself in such 
ordinary matters as photography. I 
soon learned that, for various reasons, 
natives of most countries do not like to 
be photographed indiscriminately. It is 
important to secure permission before 
taking pictures. I have missed taking 
many photogenic subjects because I 
was unable to secure consent. 

Being Resourceful 

I have learned how to be resource
ful . 

Most persons in many of our 
churches are poor. Often pencils and 
paper are not available for teaching 
and frequently there are no text books. 
Under these circumstances, role play
ing, story telling and memorization 
take on special importance. In a 
vacation church school in Buchanan, 
Liberia, a little boy who played the lost 
sheep remembered my wife on a 
subsequent visit as "the lady who 
taught me about the lost sheep." 
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Bennett College in Rio de Janiero, 
Brazil , has limited building space. 
Visiting there in the early afternoon, 
we found kindergarten pupils leaving 
and art classes in session. In the early 
evening, we noted seminarians arriv
ing for night classes; as we left, a large 
class in architecture was getting un
derway. With the multiple use of 
facilities, classes could run from early 
morning to late evening. 

The leprosy hospital at Ganta, Li
beria, operates by giving patients 
medical care and limited nursing and 
requiring relatives to provide the 
necessities of I ife. Little cottages are 
provided for kinsmen to move in with 
the patient in order that they may care 
for him or her. We visited some of the 
127 gardens cultivated for food , the 
barnyard where rabbits, chickens and 
hogs are raised , and two lakes stocked 
with fish. 

Patients make prosthetic devices 
and learn to help doctors and nurses fit 
them. Other patients carve and market 
wooden artifacts. 

The kindergarden at Lamos Zamora, 
Argentina, started as a mission project. 
When the beneficiaries found that the 
numbers would be curtailed if they 
depended on outside funds, they took 
the initiative at some sacrifice to add 
enough to the fee to enable more 
families to be accomodated. 

Numbers Not Primary 

Christian influence extends far be
yond the church membership. 

Though numbers are important, 
they are not primary . 

When our group deplaned in Lima, 
Peru, we were rushed through immi
gration inspection with the utmost 
courtesy. We were told that most of the 
immigration staff had been educated 
in Methodist-related schools. The 
Methodist Church with only 1332 
members ran schools that in Lima 
alone enrolled 2300 students. Leading 
Peruvian citizens have said that they 
enrol led their children in these schools 
because of superior ethical and moral 
standards. This is also true in Rio de 
Janiero. 

In Haiti in 1977 there were schools 
for about 800,000 children. The Meth
odist Church in Haiti, with eight 
ordained ministers and 179 lay pastors 
serving 3200 members was educating 
one tenth of the school population. 
The church, however, had a constitu
ency of 25,000 persons and was 
serving an estimated half million 
people. 

Education is a predominant form of 
evangelization. 

Already I have noted the influence 
of schools in Brazil , Peru and Haiti . Of 
these countries, Haiti had the most 
uphill battle. 

With 1 79 lay preachers, many of 
whom could not read or write, the 
synod of the Methodist Church in Haiti 
has organized a comprehensive train
ing center whose operational base is at 
Freres Training Center . Not only min
isters but lay persons may come there 
for Christian education. Training is 
offered to meet the convenience of the 
student who may attend for a week or 
two, a quarter or an entire year. The 
program, which stresses evangelism, 
is adapted to the needs of the students. 

At Camp Dawsey, near Ponto Gros
so, during a work camp in 1978, we 
found the Sixth District of the Method
ist Church in Brazil developing a 
training center for women , men, 
youth , young adults, and ministers. 
Their goal was a 10 percent increase in 
church membership annually for the 
quadrennium . The retreat for young 
adults held while we were there was 
educational but primarily evangelis
tic . 

"From our privileged 
economic position, 

it is very eosy 
to become 

unintentionolly 
potronizing." 

The Freres Training 
Center in Haiti is a lay 
training center, geared 
to the needs of its 
students and 
stressing evangelism. 
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Volunteers in mission 
perform a variety of 

tasks, such as 
painting buildings and 

replacing floors. 

• 
Cooperation the Rule 

Cooperation among Christians is the 
rule rather than the exception. 

At the inaugural meeting of the 
Liberian National Council of 
Churches, the acting executive secre
tary, the Rev. RobertTikpor, reminded 
us that "divisions were inherited from 
missionary churches. We do not think 
that we should wait for American and 
European churches to act for a united 
front ." 

Not a month had passed before the 
need for this cooperation became 
obvious. Five students were sentenced 
to the firing squad for what was 
re?~rded as "political activism" by a 
military court. Episcopal Bishop 
George Browne and United Methodist 
Bishop Arthur Kulah, president and 
vice-president of the Counci I of 
Churches, interceded with the head of 
state, Samuel K. Doe. Against heavy 
pressure from the military to " make 
examples" of the young men, he 
pardoned them. In a subsequent inter
view with Doe, we were given the 
distinct impression that his desire to 
cooperate with all the Christian com
munity had been a determining factor 
in his decision . 

Our Brazilian work camp group 
stopped over in Buenos Aires . While 
we were there, Bishop Federico Pa
gura told us how he and a Roman 
Catholic bishop had been that very 
afternoon to Argentine officials to 
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protest huma.n. rights violations. They 
were not wa1t1ng for an international 
commission to come to plead their 
case. Working together, at consider
able risk, they sought to handle their 
own internal problems. 

I shal I never forget a charismatic 
service in which our group participat
ed at the Roman Catholic Villa Maria 
School near Lima, Peru. The nuns 
~ere overjoyed with their experience 
1n extemporaneous prayer; the Protes
tants who had been invited found 
common ground in praying and wit
nessing together. 

People to people relationships tran
scend national animosities and divi
sions. 

When our group of 17 arrived in 
Peru in the 1970s, there were rumors 
that a group that large was bound to 
include an operative of the CIA. Yet in 
the churches, where we met the 
people face to face, they were not 
suspicious. We were accepted as 
fellow Christians. Time and again in 
Latin America, when we have discus
sed differences between the U.S. and 
Latin America, people have assured us 
of their love for Americans as individu
als. It would seem that we have a real 
basis for truly peaceful relationships . 

Many Opportunities 

There are many opportunities for 
serving as volunteers in mission. 

Among the countries in which I have 
served, I found the following: a retired 
New York State school teacher tutor
ing children in Lima, Peru; 17 outposts 
of Branscomb Memorial Church in 
Holguin, Cuba, where young people 
joined with older members to teach 
Sunday schools and lead the singing; a 
group of dentists, plumbers, painters, 
teachers and ministers helping to 
repair churches and work in schools 
and centers serving the estimated 
1,000,000 Andean Indians who had 
moved into the barriadasaround Lima 
Peru. Persons of both middle age and 
older years painted, dug post holes, 
made molds for concrete posts , 
poured concrete, installed culverts, 
and laid bricks in Brazil. They ex
plained, through an interpreter that 
"We cannot speak Portugue~e to 
express our Christian love that brought 
us here. We hope that what our lips 
cannot say , our hands have ex
pressed. " • 

Rev. Frank A . Settle retired in 1982 as a 
member of the Holston Conference. He 
lives in Johnson City, Tenn . 
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Creighton Lacy 

Two dozen alumni, stu
dents, and friends of Duke 
Divinity School returned 
recently from a tour of 
China . We climbed the 
Great Wall, gazed in awe 
at terra cotta warriors from 
an imperial tomb , and 
cruised amid the exotic 
peaks of Guilin . 

For many, the high point of the trip 
was a four-hour drive through the 
farmland of Yunnan Province, "south 
of the clouds." An azure lake remind
ed some people of Galilee, others of 
Lake Toba in northern Sumatra. Grain 
fields contrasted colorfully ripe winter 
wheat and fresh green rice seedlings. 
People were busy at a myriad of tasks. 

In many villages the ripened wheat, 
still cut by hand sickle, was spread on 
the roadway to dry in the sun and to let 
the weight of passing wheels thresh the 
kernels from the heads. For grain, 
which lies flat, this works well. 

When the same technique was 
applied to another harvest, however, 
problems arose. A third local crop was 
a staple yellow bean. Beans also need 
to be dried and threshed from their 
pods, but beanstalks do not lie flat. 
They are stiff and tough and angular. 
Stacked along the roadside-or 
pushed hastily into the path of on
coming vehicles-they often make 
piles several feet high . And buses do 
not digest beanstalks very well. 

Despite the crawling pace and 
weaving route of our driver, we often 
had to come to a complete halt to 
permit the removal or reduction of a 
beanstalk barricade. One village 
proved our Waterloo. On this particu
lar village street the mounds of bean
stalks were too high to negotiate. They 
became entangled in our wheels, our 
driveshaft, all the underpinnings of a 
30-passenger bus. 

The bus crew got out, and the vi I I age 
elders summoned all the available 
rakes. Everyone except the foreigners 
set to work. Drivers yanked and 
hauled, male and female farmers 
prodded with rakes and pitchforks, 
youngsters tugged at twigs. By the time 
the logjam of beanstalks had been 
removed, six or eight trucks and buses 
had queued up in each direction, at 
odd angles and sometimes on the 
wrong side of the street, to avoid the 
helter-skelter brushpiles. It was a 
brouhaha, but a jolly, good-natured 
one. Everybody parted friends, with 
respectful acknowledgement of the 
different needs and rights and priorities 
of others. 

Meanwhile, we had an intimate 
glimpse into a Chinese village. There 
were mud walls and sometimes 
thatched roofs, bare courtyards and 
dark hovels, pockets of poverty and 
austerity most Americans have never 
imagined yet infinitely cleaner and 
neater and sturdier and more prosper
ous than most such farmhouses were 
35 years ago. We had seen in a cameo 
the way in which from time immemo
rial , the patient and cheerfu l Chinese 
peasants have solved their problems . 

The Church in China has problems 
too. For years I have been denying or 
discounting reports of division be
tween the Three-Self Patriotic Reform 
Movement with its government sup
port (in both directions) and the 
so-called "house churches. " I know 
full well that most Chinese Christians 
favor the independence of the church 
in self-government, self-propagation, 
and self-support and welcome the 
" post-denominational" era (see New 
World Outlook for March, 1982). I 
know that most give prayerful thanks 
for the reopening of church buildings 
and public services since the Cultural 
Revolution. I know that millions con
tinue to worship in private family 
groups, far removed from urban 
church activities. 

On this latest visit, however, per
sonal conversations confirmed hints I 
had only sensed obliquely before . 
There are Chinese Christians-no
body knows how many-who are far 
removed from the Three-Self Move
ment churches theologically and poli
tically as well as geographically . I 
talked with one person who is fanati
cal , embittered in his opposition , 
declaring that all the public pastors 
and church leaders are agents not only 
of an atheistic government but also of 
the devil himself. 

I talked to others, more irenic in 
spirit, who concede that there are 
" Three-Self pastors" who are sincere 
and evangelical . But in many cases the 
critici sm is theologica l, not political , 
or, rather, it is theo logical in protesting 
the politicization of preaching. " Of 
course, Christians should support their 
government and the ' four moderniza
tions' of China," said one scientist. 
" But that is not what I go to church to 
hear." For that reason he avoids the 
local public congregation and contin
ues to worship only in his home. 

More distressing still was the testi
mony that, in some places, church as 
well as government leaders put 
pressure on Christians who do not 
actively endorse the Three-Se lf pro
gram. " Persecution" is probably too 
strong a word to describe what occurs; 
"restriction" may not be strong 
enough . In one city groups of 20 to 30 
who used to gather for worship a 
couple of years ago are no longer 
al lowed to do so because they 
"should" attend public services in 
reopened church bu i ldings. The alter
native is to go back to family devotions 
of five or six persons. 

Many Western Christians, especial
ly Evangelicals, are tempted to exalt 
the " house churches" and denounce 
the government-sponsored Three-Se lf 
Movement. It is ironical that the same 
voices which a few years ago con
demmed the closing of all church 
buildings and activities during the 
Cultural Revolution now attack those 
who have made possible a miraculous 
revival of the church . Without the 
Three- Self Movement, Christianity in 
China would not have succeeded in 
proving its loyalty and achieving 
government acceptance . Without the 
Three-Self Movement, there would 
still be no open churches in China 
(now thought to be 300 or more), no 
opportunity for young people and 
those outside of Christian fami lies to 
hear the Gospel proclaimed . 

At a time when all friends of China 
rejoice at the rapidly increasing wit
ness of the Christian Church , any signs 
of rift are deplorable and certainly 
counterproductive . One of the things 
we saw in the " battle of the bean
stalks" was that foreign observers must 
do nothing to interfere. We can pray, 
as Chinese Christians constantly beg 
us to do, that the traditional , irinate 
conciliation of the Chinese and the 
deeper reconciliation found only in 
Jesus Christ may combine to create a 
truly united church in that great land . 
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ANNOUNCING A NEW 
PR~ YER CALENDAR 

The 1984 Prayer Calendar (#4262) for 
daily prayer support of the work and workers 
of the global ministries of our chu rch is due 
off press November 1. 

The Bicentennial of American Methodism 
is one of the themes of the med itat ions in 
the new Prayer Calendar. Peace is another 
theme. reflecting the 1984-85 mission study, 
Swords into Plowshares. Excerpts are 
included from the Spiritual Growth study of 
Ephesians. 

Here are directories of World and Nat ional 
Division missionaries, deaconesses. US-2's, 
ret irees, Board of Directors and staff. New 
features are a sl ight ly larger typeface and 
revised maps. 

Plan to order early for yourself and others 
on your hol iday gift list. $2.85. 

Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnat i, Oh io 45237 

Please send me: 

___ copies 1984 Prayer Calendar 
(#4262) @ $2.85 . 

$ Total 

--------Zip _ ___ $ -N 

HOW TO FIGURE POSTAGE & HANDLING 
... Add to total order. 
Sale items , total order: 

$3.00 or less. add 75C 
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$ 10.01 - $25., add 10% ot total 
Over $25., add 5% of total 

LA POPESSA, Paul I. Murphy with R. Rene 
Arl ington , New York, 1983 : Warner 
Books, Inc. , 325 pages, $16.50. 

In the 1940s and most of the 1950s, 
Sister Pascalina, called " La Popessa" by 
her detractors, was the most influential 
woman in the Roman Catholic Chu rch 
because of her relationship wi th Eugenio 
Cardinal Pacelli (Pope Pius XII ). This 
biography is a fast-paced interesti ng narra
tive; however it contains many elements 
whic h wil l disturb concerned Ch ristians. 

One reason the book creates discomfort 
is the reign of Pope Pius XII (1939-1958) 
itself was controversial. The first offic ial act 
of the pope was to send a co nci liatory 
message to H itler. Even after the pope 
learned of the death ca mps and mistreat
ment bf the Jews, he remained silent 
claiming that the papacy must maintain 
" neutral ity" and must not endanger the 
l ives of Roman Catholics in Germany. In 
another incident, Pius XII fi rst promised to 
support an investigation of the gun-toti ng 
Franciscan friars of Sici ly w ho were 
extorting money from their parishioners 
but then tried to silence the investigation. 
There are many other such events which 
are described . 

The ethical impact of these decisions 
often is not explored in depth . For exam
ple, the effect of the pope's decision to be 
friendly toward H itler is barely discussed ; 
rather the assistance Sister Pascalina gave 
to thousa nds of Jewish refugees is empha
sized . The author poi nts out that "Though 
many attacks have been I eve le~ against 
Pi us XII fo r hi s failu re to speak against Nazi 
atrocities, papal war relief provided to 
Jewish refugees by Pius and Pascalina has 
been acknowledged and applauded many 
times over the years by prominent Jewish 
leaders" (p. 208). It is important that this 
viewpoint is expressed , but the other side 
of the issue is not developed . 

Another reason that many will be 
distu rbed by this book is because the style 
of the book is a goss ipy, fictional one 
which is littered with sex and ethnic 
role-stereotyped remarks . It contains state
ments such as : " Despite the hard labor for 
which she showed such love, Joseph ine 
gave her brothers and sisters no reason to 
call her a tomboy; she had too many 
female traits for any such derision to stick . 
Her talents were as spirited and ski llful in 
the kitchen as in the fields and barn" (p. 
28). Most ethni c stereotyping is of different 
European groups, so it is not rac ist in the 
sense that United Methodists usually use 
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the term . A typical ethnic remark is 
" ... there was much of Pascalina's Ger
man hand in its clever mold ing." One 
exception which could be called racist is 
Pascalina's comment, " ' I' ve never known 
a Jewish person who attacked the Holy See 
in vile manner. It is not the Jewish 
character to behave that way' " (p. 232). 

At points, the author tries to appeal to a 
feminist audience with tacky comments 
such as "she was a woman of influence, 
though without title or portfol io, in .a rr_iale 
chauv inistic sphere" (p. 144), but 1t gives 
little feminist analysis of the system she was 
caught in. Although Sister Pascalina op
posed the pope's actions in relation to 
Hitler and the dis honest fr iars , for instance, 
she could not prevail on him to change 
them . She did not make the major dec i
sions· Pope Pius XII did . Her power in the 
patri~rchal structure of Roman Cat ho I icism 
was only as much as he allowed her to 
have. 

The book definitely is not fem inist. One 
account describes her d iscovery that the 
Vatican had invested in munitions plants 
and was financing Mussolin i's " unholy 
war with Ethiopia" during the reign of Pius 
XI. The autho r remarks, " She was at the 
change of life, a most difficult period for 
her to be wrest Ii ng with co nfusions of truth 
and morality. Then , too, the fact that she 
was in religious I ife did not lessen for a 
moment her distress at the onslaught of 
middle age, with its threat to her physical 
beauty" (p. 140). She went to Pacelli , then 
the cardinal secretary of the state, and 
shouted at him that Ch rist was the Prince of 
Peace and asked if Christ had been 
forgotten . Afterward she went ~ack to her 
room and cried . Most anyone with a strong 
ethical sense would have shouted and 
cried; the remark about menopause is 
irre levant. 

Almost 40 years of Sister Pasca li na's life 
was spent serving Pacelli . The author is 
quick to put aside any rumors of~ sexual 
relat ionship between the two but includes 
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many stor ies of the gos ip variety about 
other peop le. I would have rather had 
more e plorat ion of eth ical issues arising in 
the live of Si ter Pasca lina and Pacel li and 
le s information about persona l conflicts, 
name calling, and cheating which was 
happen ing in the upper eche lons of Roman 
Cat ho I icism. 

Nancy A. Carter 
ancy A. Carter is Program Resources 

Ed itor, Mission Education & Cultivation 
Program Department of the CBGM. 

BUYING THE NIGHT FLIGHT: THE AU
TOBIOGRAPHY OF A WOMAN FOR
EIGN CORRESPONDENT, by Georgie 
Anne Geyer. New York, 1962: Delacorte 
Press, 337 pages, $16.95. 

Georgie Anne Geyer belongs to a special 
breed . Foreign correspondents are hap
piest when they are roaming unfamili ar 
streets, sleeping in strange hotels, attempt
ing to penetrate inscrutable faces . They are 
most comfortable when testing the ir equi
librium am idst a changing kale idoscope of 
events . 

Geyer has been a correspondent for the 
Chicago Daily ews and the Universal 
Press Syndicate . She has covered events in 
the M iddle East, Angola , Cuba, and Latin 
America . It is the last region in wh ich she 
has spent the most time . The reader 
becomes privy to first-hand accounts of the 
per onal ity of Fidel Castro, the failures of 
Che Guevara in Boliv ia, the pol itical 
re incarnation of Juan Bosch of the Domin
ican Repub lic. There is also a tell ing 
portra it of the i I I-fated Marxist-leaning 
Salvador Allende of Chile, whom she knew 
before his history-making elect ion . Unlike 
too many other correspondents who have 
written imilarbooks, Geyer readily admits 
that her views are fil tered through the 
perspective of her gender and her own 
po li tical bias. This is both the strength and 
weakness of Buying the ight Flight. 

Geyer covered Latin America during the 
sixtie and seventies, the years when 
Ca tro' Cuba was most act ive in try ing to 
e tend it revolut ion in the reg ion . At the 
ame time Geyer was try ing to understand 

the re o lutionary feelings within herself as 
the women ' movement was ga ining mo
mentum . one of the earl iest female 
foreign corre pondents , Geyer had to dea l 
w ith the unenl ightened attitudes of her 
male peer . " Male colleagues," she wrote , 
" could be counted on to eventua lly a , 
'You have al l the advantages' ... What 
the uppo edl meant was that ... I 
could get th ings from men . Frankly I ne er 
qu ite under tood the princ iple at work 
here. I ju t couldn ' t picture waking up at 
three in the morn ing ... and aying, 'Eh 
Che, mi amour, tell me where your 
mi i le are?" 

But, he al o notes that men tend to 
" open up" more when being interviewed 
b women, and women, in turn , are more 
oc iali zed to be listeners . The a iom wa 

part icular! true in Latin America w ith it 

tradit ion of machismo and special defer
ence to women of the " American imperial
ists." 

On the other hand there were also 
d isadvantages. In the midst of a Dom inican 
rebel zone the Dominicans insisted on 
giving her a chair during the briefings , 
putt ing her out of earshot for much of the 
discuss ions . Women can be more vulner
able to w ithdrawn men whose tempera
ments can quickly sour. While in Russia, 
Geyer was victimized by a wel l-known 
news commentator who had been a 
charming gu ide in Soviet Georgia for a 
number of days. For no reason , he forced 
himself into her hotel room one night and 
savagely beat her. 

But beyond the " persona l pol it ics" of 
being a female reporter, women can often 
bring a particular sensibility to observing 
those in power-or those who seek it. 
Some of the best parts of Geyer's book are 
her portraits of pol itical leaders. She 
describes the curious asexuality of Fidel 
Castro, for example, who in so many other 
ways epitomizes the very essence of 
masculinity. Th is has nothing to do w ith his 
sexual preferences , she hastens to add , but 
with his obsession w ith political concerns 
that leaves little room for lust in the heart. 
Also vivid are her descriptions of Salvador 
Allende, a ch ittering little man w ith a 
penchant for social gossip; and Juan 
Bosch , the democrat who replaced the 
Dom inican Republic d ictator Rafael Tru
jillo in the early sixties . When Bosch ran 
again in 1966 against Truj il lo ist sup
porters, he seemed to lose heart--or at 
least phys ical courage. Bosch became a 
prisoner in his own house, afraid to face 
the crowds to campaign. ot surprisingly 
he lost the election . When Ge er re turned 
to the country in 1976 she discovered 
Bosch was no longer a democrat, but a 
Marxist ideologue. 

The author is frank about her disap
po intment concerning his pol it ical about
face, as well as her d isdain for Marxism in 
general. Every writer has a right to political 
opinions, of course, but in th is instance, 
Geyer' s admitted bias distort her percep
tions. 

Most foreign correspondents have seen 
the vacuity of many a Marxist leader who, 
in the final analysis, have little respect for 
" the masses" and seek on ly to rep lace one 
form of exploitation with another. But an 
off-handed dism issal of the ph ilosophy's 
attraction in places like Lat in America 
diminishes our understand ing. Cr iticism of 
the Left is not balanced by that of the Right 
in Geyer's book, and thus there is insuffi
cient analysis of the mass discontent which 
ushered in the Castro's and Al lend es of this 
world . 

Geyer' s bias may also be responsible for 
some naive and even obtuse conclusions 
on her part. For example after Eduardo Frei 
beat A llende in the 1964 elections, she 
described the subsequent jubilation as a 
"whole people ... gone mad with joy" 
o er the " rel ief-to be delivered from 

ANEW LOOK AT 
LUKE AND HEALING 

The Great Physician: The Healing Stories 
in Luke and Their Mean ing for Today 
(#4251) by Lindsey Pherigo focuses on 
Jesus' healing ministry in the Gospel of Luke. 
In Schools of Christian Mission th is summer, 
the book was introduced as the basic text 
for the Spiritual Growth study. 

The author explores the holistic nature of 
Jesus' ministry. He relates the 24 heal ing 
stories in Luke to the church's ministry today. 
Subjects treated include the role of faith in 
healing and the other principal factors in 
spiritual healing-touch, prayer, the word, 
the healer and malady. A variety of perspec
tives on healing are presented that indicate 
there are no simple answers. 

Nancy A.Carter's teacher's guide in the 
back of the book presents various approaches 
to the study, discussion questions, worsh ip 
resources and ideas for related activities. 
$1 .50. 

Luke Slide Set (#4255). 20 color sl ides 
and a reading script are available to 
accompany the study. Art images portray 
Jesus in his healing ministry. A chart 
presents an outline of Luke. A Bible lands 
map is included. $7.50. 
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Mar ism." In the first place observ ing the 
react ion of those in the capital city do not 
" a whole people" make. Secondly, in 
countries where civ il rights are not 
guaranteed, people cheer the victor-be
cause he or she is the victor. o doubt the 
same people cheered when Allende won 
several years later. 

The correspondent's blind spot also 
prevents her from putting two astute 
observations into thei r proper perspective . 
Geyer notes the increasing tendency of 
rebels toward " self-immolation": the wil
lingness to sacrifice their lives fo r their 
cause. She also observes that contempo
rary struggles are not so much pitted 
between "democracy" versus " tota l itari
anism" butagainstthe " ulti mate horror" of 
permanent anarchy or dis integration . Cer
ta inly Lebanon , El Salvador and parts of 
Afri ca seem to fall in th is category . A 
shortcoming of this otherwi se illumi nating 
book is Geyer's failure to see human 
desperati on as the operative factor behi nd 
both of these developments. And it is this 
desperati on more than ideo logy whic h is 
responsible for the election of, or acquies
cence to, the extremists of the Left or Right 
in dev~lop in g countries. 

Paula G idd ings 
Paula Gidd ings , a former fo reign corre
spondent in Europe and Africa, is a 
freelance writer based in N ew York City. 
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MINISTRY WITH THE AGING edited by 
Will iam M. Clements. San Francisco, 
1983: Harper & Row, 275 pages, $8.95 
paper. 

Ministry with the Aging is a thoughtfu l 
and informative collection of essays that 
examines ministry and the process of 
aging. Th is book attempts to discuss aging 
without setting the aged apart as a stereo
typical group thus treating them in an 
ideal ized or trivial ized way. The reader 
will not find a radical call to a new type of 
ministry, but rather a call to a visioned 
ministry rooted in bi bli ca l and theo logical 
traditions. The goa l of such ministry is to 
reach out from th is ground ing to a chang
ing world in new and creati ve ways. The 
book is, therefo re , apt ly d ivided into three 
sections: Foundations, Challenges, and 
Desi gns. 

Foundati on chapte rs provide a look at 
our re li gious roots . A histori cal and cultur
al bas is is suggested fo r understanding the 
presence and role of the elderly in 
contemporary religious soc iety. The au
thors point out the genera lly positive 
attitude tow ard the aged found in the Bible. 
The aged were looked upon as being 
sign ificant and hav ing w isdom that cou ld 
benefi t all. 

Neverthe less, we see that the aged in 
contemporary America do not fare so wel l. 
M arti n Marty maintains, " In contemporary 
America, o lder people are almost always 
lumped together and cl ass ifi ed as a prob
lem ." He outlines the historical periods of 
change in w hich we gradua lly perceive the 
" problem" developi ng, w hi le at the same 
t ime suggests there is no separate history of 
the aged . 

Neither can we set apart the elder ly and 
come up wi th a "theo logy of aging," rather 
M artin J. Heinecken di scusses how Chris
ti an theo logy re lates the gospe l to the 
speci al circumstances of the aged . Further, 
U rban Hol mes w rites the key to worship is 
not new liturgies for old people, but an 
understand ing of worship as an " act 
grounded in memory" w hich nourishes 
hope fo r the future. 

With these fou ndations laid , the second 
sect ion of the book explo res some cha l
lenges presented by aging in our society. 
Such challenges are retirement, the re
sponsi bi lity of society, church , and fam i ly 
toward the elder ly, and perhaps the 
greatest issue of aging: fac ing the u ltimate 
questions of life. A nn Belford Ulanov 
ill ustrates how aging raises the fundamen
tal questions of life, and she relates them to 
psycho logy and Christ ian fai th . She says, 
" Age cracks us open , makes us aw are of 
the center, makes us look for it and fo r 
re lati on to it. Aging does not mark an end 
but rather the beginn ing of maki ng sense of 
the end-questions. " 

Although faci ng the questions of life's 
significance may happen at any ti me, often 
the cha llenge of retirement "cracks us 
open" fo r the first ti me. Most Americans 
defi ne the ir worth by thei r jobs or achieve-
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ments . Therefore, say Evelyn and James 
W hitehead, reti rement can serve a reli
gious function by remi ndi ng us that there is 
noth ing we have to do to be loved by God . 
John C. Bennett contends that ret irement 
also means the elderly must inevi tabl y 
depend upon society fo r certa in provi
sions. He confronts us wi th the moral 
responsi bi li ty of society toward the elderly 
and the mutual obli gation of children and 
paren ts . Further, Al len Moore cha llenges 
church and society to reexamine the ir 
defi nition of the fami ly. He ca lls for a 
dynamic view of the fam ily based on 
interact ion . The Chri st ian understanding of 
the " household of faith " provides a vis ion 
for such mutua l dependence. 

Thethird partof thebook, Designs, is the 
pract ical app li cation of w hat has been 
done and can be done. Authors w rite from 
thei r ow n experiences such as the chapter 
" Adu lts with Parents in Crisis: A Personal 
Account" by James Ewi ng. Melvi n Kimble 
gives practica l gu idelines for designing 
both self-enrichment and continuing edu
cat ion programs for effecti ve ministry wi th 
the aging. Such a ministry must include an 
understanding of death and dying, so 
George Patterson shares advice on pastora l 
care of dy ing elderly persons and their 
fam ili es. 

One attempt of th is book has been to 
recogn ize the need to involve the aged in 
ministry. The t itle Ministry with the Aging 
"i mplies that ministry occurs among peo
ple w ho are in dynam ic and evo lving 
relat ionship together." In this chapter, 
" Ad ul t Re li g ious Educat ion and the 
Aging," Donald M i ller not only focuses on 
rel igious education for the aging but also 
on the aging as an educational resource for 
the commun ity. He furn ishes suggestions 
fo r developing Christian education that 
involves more and more elderly people. 

The invo lvement of the aged in ministry 
is the ma in emphasis of the last chapter by 
Elbert Co le. He says that " helping older 
people to respond to the needs of other 
older people w ith creative lay ministries is 
a primary respons ibi lity of the commun ity 
of faith in our society." He descr ibes the 
remarkable program of lay min istr ies wi th 
older adults at the Shepherd 's Center in 
Kansas City, MO. 

The church has often been slow to 
overcome stereotypical thinking and in the 
case of ageism it is no different. Aging is 
often associated wi th deterioration and , 
therefo re, useless ness . The church must 
respond to the chal lenge of shaping a new 
va I ue system so it wi 11 not be true that 
" Gett ing o ld is bad news, even in the 
Commun ity of the Good New s." M inistry 
with the Aging is an excellent start toward 
he lping laypeople and c lergy restore their 
aw areness that God created life and called 
it good . 

-Martha Y. Soards 

Martha Y. Soards is o n the ed ito ria l sta ff 
of Response magazine. 
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THE THINGS THEY SAY BEHIND YOUR 
BACK by William R. Helmreich. Publish
er: Doubleday. 276 pages. $14.95 (hard
back). 

People don' t always know what is being 
said about them beh ind their backs, and , in 
many instances, people don' t want to 
know. William R. Helmreich tells us 
anyway in his book, The Things They Sa y 
Behind Your Back. An examination of 
ethn ic minority stereotypes , the book 
draws conclusions about the extent of 
validity and the sources of commonly held 
stereotypes. 

ot many groups escape his scrutiny
the Jews, Italians, blacks, Japanese, Chi
nese, Irish, Po les, Hispan ics, and even 
WASPs-they' re all there, complete with 
historical facts , cultural impact and current 
social /economic status , factors Dr . 
Helmre ich, a sociology professor at City 
Co llege and the Graduate School and 
University Center of City University of 

ew York, uses to reach his conclusions . 
ot everyone will be pleased with these 

conclusions. In fact, some conclusions 
may elicit disagreement, but the observa
tions he makes and the information he 
furn ishes is sure to be of interest to 
everyone. His historical data is especially 
thought-provoking. 

Many of the exaggerated beliefs and 
oversimplifications (the author's partia l 

definition of stereotype) about the various 
ethnic groups were fam iliar-that Ir ish are 
drunks, Poles are prejud iced , blacks and 
Hispanics are violent, Japanese are chau
vinists, and Italians belong to the Mafia . 
Some of the stereotypes were unfam iliar, 
however-Ita lians are cowards in battle 
(which somehow appears to be a contra
diction of the other ste reotype), blacks are 
hypersens itive, and Chinese love to gam
ble . These never-before-heard-by-me ster
eotypes makes the book read like a " juicy" 
gossip column, but that effect is short-l ived 
because of the author's attempt to be 
balanced and objective. He makes points 
by citing a wide va riety of sources, for 
example, Confucius, The Importance of 
Being Irish, The ature of Prejudice, the 

ew York Times, various resources on 
alcoholism and intellige nce test i ng , 
Whitetown U.S.A. , and Crowing Up Puer
to Rican . The bibliography is 21-pages. 

Helmre ich holds that while some stereo
types are observable, many have only 
kernels of truth or no val id ity. He points out 
that there is a tendency on the parts of 
ethnic minority groups, however, to pro
mote those stereotypes that are favorable. 
The author projects that the longer the 
ethnic minority group remains in America , 
continues to marry people from different 
ethnic backgrou nds, or continues to mix 
otherwise, observable stereotypes wi 11 

disappear . 
Th ings The y Say is li ght and amusi ng 

read ing. It also heightens one's sensitivi ty 
to the th ings we and others might say that 
perpetuate stereotypes . 

-Sherrie Boyens Dobbs 

Sherrie Boyens-Dobbs is managing editor 
o f Response magazine. 

FACTS EVERY PARENT SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT MARIJUANA, by Don Wilkerson. 
Old Tappen, N.J., 1983, Power Books: 
Fleming H. Revell Co., 130 pages, $4.95. 

Facts Every Parent Should Know About 
Marijuana is an excellent book and should 
be read by every parent of pre-teen and 
teen-aged ch i ldren , for, as the author 
points out, the use of marijuana among the 
young of this country is growing and the 
age of ch i ldren try ing the drug is getting 
younger and younger. 

Don Wilkerson is we ll qualified to write 
Facts Every Parent Should Know about 
Marijuana . As a counselor for many years 
he has helped youths troubled with drugs, 
alcohol and fam ily problems. He has 
appeared in many radio and te levision 
programs and on evangelistic crusades and 
written several books and art icles on 
troubled youth . 

In the past ten yea rs the use of marijuana 

''While I'm at Work, My Savings Are 
Helping to Build Churches'' 

Good stewardship is more than 
giving to worthy causes . It 's also 
knowing how your savings are being 
used . 

Good stewardship of God 's gifts 
involves total money management. 
And there 's a way United Methodists 
can use their savings to help create 
new Christian communities . 

That way is The United Methodist 
Development Fund . More than 
2 ,500 individuals like Pao-Yung 
Chao , Cash Receipts Clerk , are 
certificate holders in UMDF . A 
certificate can be purchased for only 
$100. One individual has $1 million 

----------------------- --- --
The offering is made by Prospec
tus only, limited to states where 
the fund is exempt or registered . 
Ca ll or write for a free prospectus 
and further in formation . 

(Phone 212-870-3856 . ) 

Yes, I would like additional information. 

Ms. Nova Langston 
UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 
Room 303-F, 475 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10115 

in savings in UMDF. 
UMDF people know their money 

is safe . Since February 1981 , their 
rate of return has been 9 percent. 
That's better than most bank savings 
plans . Their funds can be withdrawn 
whenever needed , or additional 
savings can be deposited regularly . 

But best of all , UMDF people know 
their money is being used to help 
build new churches, renovate existing 
ones and enable churches to expand 
their ministries. 

Write today to find out how you 
can join The United Method ist 
Development Fund . 

--..------------
Name------------

Address----------~ 

City _____ state __ Zip __ _ 
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by America's young people has grown to 
alarmi ng proportions . Another fr ightening 
fact is that we are now seeing children as 
young as eight and nine years old acquiring 
the habit. Yet pro-marijuana lobbies have 
become so effective that there is little 
outcry aga inst it. Adults in high level 
positions practica lly flaunt the ir use of 
marijuana and cocaine from Hollywood 
parties to Washington meetings. 

Wi I kerson has a straight forward ap
proach to the dangers of the use of 
marijuana by our young and shows how 
the most effective method of dealing with 
the problem is for every parent to take 
action in their own home. 

Youngsters between the ages of eleven 
and fifteen , more than any other age group 
are most susceptible to peer pressure and it 
is this age group that is developing the use 
of marijuana at a most alarming rate. 
Wilkerson believes that parents who are 
armed with accurate facts about the drug 
can effectively show their young people 
how inaccurate and misleading the idea 
that marijuana is as " harmless as alcohol" 
as some pro-marijuana groups have stated . 

Facts Every Parent Should Know about 
Marijuana offers parents information they 

can " arm" themselves w ith in their discus
sions w ith their children . The author gives 
a history of the use of the weed , where it is 
grown, how it is manufactured and im
ported , who benefits from its sale, its effect 
on the user, the personality types that are 
most prone toward smoking marijuana and 
an outline of the attempts that are being 
made to decrimina li ze and legali ze its use. 

However there are some effective 
" weapons" in a parents arsenal that 
Wilkerson failed to stress . First of all , the 
sale, possession and use of marijuana is 
illegal. The fact that people can and do get 
caught and the penalties as wel I as the 
moral implications of breaking a law 
should be pointed out by parents . Wilker
son mentions some recent medical studies 
showing the harmfu I effects of drug use but 
there should have been more . 

But these are mi nor points. The work as a 
whole is excellent, well documented , laid 
out in a style that is easily readable and 
comes at a time when the use of marijuana 
has become so widespread that it is 
estimated that ten mi llion people use it. 

Linda .Trice 
Dr. Linda Trice is a free lance writer and 
author of a biography of Marian Anderson. 

The old adage - "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure" - is indeed true when it comes to protecting children 
from disease. In Sierra Leone - and elsewhere - hundreds of 
children's lives can be saved if they are vaccinated. It costs less 
than $1 to immunize a child . 
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LETTERS 
Chinatown Developer 

May I congratulate you on an excellent 
issue (May, 1983) of NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK-especially the article by 
Tracy Early on page 17 dealing with the 
Community Developer in Chinatown , 
Lorinda Chen . 

As Ms. Chen is working in our confer
ence I would like very much to include that 
article in the student packets for the School 
of Christian Mission in August. Would it be 
possible to secure 400 copies or reprints? 

Jacqueline Haaf, President 
United Methodist Women 
New York Annual Conference 
North Haven, CT 

Excellent Advice 
I want to thank the entire staff at NEW 

WORLD OUTLOOK for such a useful , 
informative publication. Each ed ition is 
full of excellent advice, artic les, photogra
phy. Monsieur Rusteh Crochowske 

Warm Springs, Georgia 
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Adding to the Misery £\Gus 
I could not agree more with B. Theresa \Olll,un 

Gautefald 's letter in the May, 1983 issue of 1:.nguis 
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK. ~rature 

For some time, I have wondered if we 
are not actually adding to the misery of 
hungry people by pouring funds into the 
" bottomless pit" when we could be 
emphasizing treatment of the cause and 
concentrate more of our resources on erm:l \ 
population control. PROG 

It is a complicated , heart-rending prob
lem, but it might be worth additional study . 

Mrs. R. R. Maclachlan 
Trenton , N. }. 

A New Subscriber 
I have just been introduced to the NEW 

WORLD OUTLOOK and find it an excel
lently informative journal . 

Ruth C. Miller 
Santa Barbara, CA 

• Large 10 Inch gold
bordered plates. 

• Orders filled for 25 or 
more plates. 

• We also make ce
ramic tile, church note 
paper, Church bulle
tins, Poat Cards and 
Christmas Cards. 

For sample and Illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 
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NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED is a regu lar feature designed as an 
exchange between subscribers and to help subscribers. Rates for 
reader-type ads are 75 cents per word (minimum charge $15). Post Office 
Box numbers and telephone numbers cou nt as two words each; 
abbreviations and zip codes count as one word. Send all copy (with 
check/money order) six weeks prior to month of issue to: NEW WORLD 
OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York, 
N.Y. 10115. 

For information/rates relative to all other advertising please write/cal l: 
The Allan E. Shubert Company, 198 Allendale Road , King of Prussia, PA 
19406 (215) 265-0648. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

THE GENERAL Board of Global Ministries of 

The United Methodist Church, an Equal 

Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employ

er, is committed to appointing active Chris

tians as partners-i n-mission (missionaries) 

overseas and as church and community 

workers in the U.S. , Puerto Rico, and the 

U.S. Virgin Islands. Following is a partial 
listing of opportunit ies currently available: 

Overseas 

SURGEON, Ganta, Liberia, for 60-bed 

hospital w/nurses training and special lepro

sy programs. 

ENGLISH TEACHERS, Algeria , two posi

tions, university level. Specialization sought 

in linguistics w/English as second language, 

literature or related field . Term : minimum of 

two years . 

Wesley Girls H igh School , Ta iwan, and 

Tainan Theological School. 

SECONDARY TEACHERS , Zimbabwe , 

especially in English , math, genera l science, 

biology, chemistry, physics, teachers' tra in

ing. 

TEACH ING NURSE, Kamina, Zaire, for 

3-year course for registered nurses, serving 

hospital and 16 rural health centers . 

MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES, Japan/Korea, to 

teach in Christian schools, intermediate to 

university level. Terms: 2-3 years . 

CONSULTANT on special min istries, Korea, 

with Korean Methodist Conference on the 

development and support of special minis

tries . Work with hand icapped , urban/factory 

workers . Term: 4 years, renewable. 

EVANGELISTIC TEACHER, Sierra Leone. 

FIELD TREAS URER, Zaire, to work with 3 

Annual Conferences. B.A. accounting and 
VOCATION ED specialist , Ind ia, to train business administration preferred . 
high school grads as fitters , machinists, 

tool -and-d ie makers, rural agro-mechan ics. 

Term: 3 years . 

PROGRAM ASSOCIATES for China Program 

w/l aison functions in U.S., Hong Kong, and 

perhaps China. Asian Americans preferred. 

PASTORAL COUPLE for Argentina . Term : 6 
years. 

PASTORAL COUPLES (3) for Brazil. Please 

note, however, that effort to secure visas for 

mission personnel in Brazil is an extremely 

long and often unsuccessful one. We con

tinue to include these openings in hopes that 

situation will change. 

PASTORAL COUPLES needed for Caribbean 

region. Spec ific assignments w i ll be made 

through the Methodist Church in the Carib

bean and the Americas. 

PHYSICIAN, for Ha iti. There is great need for 

a physician especially in the area outside of 

Port-au-Prince. The Jeremie Circu it has a 

social program with several dimensions but 

at th is point does not inc lude med ical 

services. They wish to further serve the 

community by adding this min istry . 

TEACHERS OF ENGLISH as foreign language 

are needed at Ta iwan Theological School , 

Domestic 

CHURCH AND COMMUN ITY WORKERS 

are needed to promote self-development of 

people in a wide variety of communities 

ranging from the mountains of Appalachia 

and rural Mississippi to isolated areas of the 

West and Midwest. Workers will participate 

in organization and coord ination of local 

church and com munity efforts dea ling with 

issues as unemployment, housing, transpor

tation , illi teracy, child-care, recreation and 

health and nutrition . A Church and Commu

nity Worker is needed in each of the 

following areas : 

ARKANSAS: Three Ri vers Parish Ministries . 

A cooperative ministry composed of nine 

churches in rural /town and country setting is 

characterized by lack of adequate employ

ment, lack of transportation, inadequate care 

fac i lities and programs for older adults, etc. 

Person wi ll ass ist in planning, implementa

tion of parish programs, work toward estab

lishment of day care facilities , parenting 

education , communication/visitation care 

system for shut-ins, transportation network 

for elderly, etc. 

APPALACHIA : Person to work through The 

United Methodist Church and ecumenically 

CLASSIFIED 
to enable the Church in the Appalachian 
Region to understand and respond better to 

hunger, just ice and economic issues in order 

to meet human and social needs more 

effectively. Person will work with existing 

projects and ass ist i n developing new 

projects in Appalachia where unemploy

ment is over 20 percent; where one-th ird of 

the people live below poverty level; and 
where half of the adult population has less 

than a high school education. 

KENTUCKY : Person needed coordinate 

project designed to reach residents of two 

hous ing projects in two neighborhoods of 

Ashland , KY . Ministry includes day camps, 

5-day-a-week pre-school program and year

round activities with children two days a 

week. There is tutoring program for grades 

1-8 focusing mainly on remedial read ing and 

math, and a physical fitness program for 

women that provides childcare for partic i

pants . 

MISSISSIPPI: Winston County United Meth

odis t Ministry is a cooperative ministry 

involving 15 United Methodist churches, 

des igned to strengthen these churches and to 

enable them to reach out to the community. 

MISSOU RI : Lakes District United Methodist 
Ministry is an ecumenical ministry su pported 

by seven denominations which serves an 

eight-county area . It includes a Singles 

Ministry, Mother to Mother Ministry, Meals 

on Wheels, and other ministries with older 

adults and hunger related ministries . Leader

ship training and consciousness raising are 

also important parts of th is ministry. 

OKLAHOMA: Cookson Hills Center. A 

center designed to min ister to the needs of a 

predominately Native American population 

in a rural setting. Person will work with 

established programs such as emergency 

ass istance, clothing ministry, food bank, 

garden project, etc . 

_OREGON : Beatty United Methodist Ministry 
is a ministry to a predominately Native 

American population living in an economi 

, cally depressed , isolated ru ral area which is 

characterized by no publ ic transportation , a 

high incidence of alcohol ism, no recrea

tional facilities , a high rate of unemploy

ment, etc . The preference is for a Native 

American for th is position . 

COMMUNITY CENTERS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR needed immediate

ly at Rebecca Williams Community House, 

Warren , Ohio 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASS ISTANT and Book

keeper (two different pos itions) needed 

immediately , Wes ley Community House, 

Lou isville, KY. 

YOUTH SERVING MINISTRIES 

CHILDCARE WORKERS needed , Ethe l 

Hapst Home, Inc ., Cedartown, GA. 

CHILDCARE WORKERS , maintenance 

workers , public re lations/deve loper and So

cial Worker needed immed iately, Vashti 

Center, Thomasville, GA. 

DORMITORY supervisors (boys and girls), 

McCurdy School , Espanola, New Mexico. 

RO BINSON SCHOOL in Santurce, Puerto 

Rico, has the fo llowing openings : 

Math teacher, 7th-8th grade 

English teacher, 9th-10th grade 

English (as second language) teacher 

COUNSELOR for Secondary School 

LI BRARIAN for Secondary School 

US - 2 PROGRAM 

YOUNG ADULTS to serve in a variety of 

ministries in U.S. and Virgin Islands. Must 

have background in liberal arts, economics, 

pol itical science, sociology, etc., or in health 

professions, recreation, child care, teaching, 

counseling, community organ izing, issue 

education or church programming. Must 

have commitment to Chr ist ian fa ith and The 

Church. Sensit ivity in cross-cultural settings 

is important. Financial support includes 

housing, food , health insurance, $200 per 

month stipend . Application deadl ine : Apri l 

1, 1984 

For applications or fu rther information 
about mission opportunities and other 
openings listed above, please write: Office 
of Missiona ry Personnel, General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1470, 
New York, NY 1011 5. 

llN>ERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

FUTURE LEADERS of The United Methodist 

Church need your support. On World 

Communion Sunday, October 2, give so that 

the Crusade Scholarship Program can give. 

For 38 years the program, administered by 

the General Board of Global Ministries, has 

helped ethnic minority United Methodists 

(U.S. and overseas persons) complete gradu

ate education . Crusade Scholars are in the 

forefront of every level of society from the 

episcopacy to government leadersh ip, from 

lay leaders and educators to scientists , 

lawyers and health special ists. 

For more informat ion about the Crusade 
Schola rship Program, write: Crusade Schol

arship Office , General Board of Global 
Minist ries, 475 Riverside Drive, Rm. 1470, 
New York, N.Y. 10115. 
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FUNDRAISING 

IS YOUR CONGREGATION paralyzed and 

in a financial bind? Is stewardship lagging 

just when you r church would like to start an 

ambitious bu ilding or renovation program? 

Or increase your church's operating budget 

or pay off debts? 
In 1982 a total of 180 United Methodist 

churches raised over $30 million with the 

help of our denomination's Office of Finance 

and Field Service. Let us help you. The 

service is non-profit . Our field representa

tives are United Methodist stewardship 

leaders who help local congregations ra ise 

the level of spiritual involvement along with 

the level of givi ng. 
For a personal discussion of your needs, call : 

(212) 870-3837. Or write: 

Office of Finance & Field Service, 

United Methodist General Board 

of Global M inistries 

475 Riverside Drive, Rm. 316 

New York, N.Y. , 0115 

PUBLICATIONS 

MISSION AND EVANGELISM: AN ECU

M ENICAL AFFIRMATION is a study guide for 

congregations to encourage Christians to 

CLASSIFIED 
of American Methodism. Intermingled with 

the historical quotations, meditations and 

prayers is the abiding concern of peace. As 

well as a guide to meditation, this book is 

also a source of information on past and 

present persons in mission of the General 

Board of Global Ministries of The United 

Methodist Church and its re lated projects. 

Ava i lable in November, order your copy 

now from the Service Center, 7820 Reading 

Road , Cincinnati , Ohio 45237. $2 .85 plus 

postage and handling. 

REAL EST A TE RENTALS/SALES 

FOR SALE, Deland , Fla. Condo--2 bed

rooms, 2 baths, ut ility, carport, near shop

ping and univers ity. $39,300. (904) 736-

3106 

ST. CROIX, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS, condo 

apts. For rent or sale, 2 and 3 bedrooms, fully 

furnished . Airconditioning, tenn is, swim

ming pool. Maid service. Call (212/926-

8400 or 866-0198). 

FALL IN THE SMOKIES, Gatlinburg, 3 BR 

chalet, day, weekly , outstanding view, stone 

fi replace, large deck. Albert Craig, 7529 Oak 

Ridge H ighwa y, Knoxville, TN 37931 . 

(615/690-1837). 

examine their ca lli ng as members of Christ's HOUSE, POCONO MTS., 3 BR, fully furn ., 

Church worldwide. In July, 1982 the Central wrap-around pat io, /akeview, 1 Vi hrs NYC, 
Committee of the World Counc il of 

Churches approved the document, which 

summarizes some central points which have 

been learned in the thinking and doing of 

mission and evangelism in the member 

churches of the World Council of Churches. 

Making the book experiential are th irteen 

case studies from around the world . Order 

Mission and Evangelism: An Ecumenical 

Affirmation (stock #4295) from Service 

Center, 7820 Read ing Road , Cincinnati , 

Oh io 45237 . $1 .00 

A CHA CE TO CHANGE: WOMEN AND 

MEN IN THE CHURCH by Betty Thompson . 

An account of the World Counc il of 

Churches Sheffield Conference in 1981 

which examined the roles of women and 

men in the church. Participants discussed 

results of a four-year study launched at the 

1975 WCC Assembly in Nairobi . In readable 

style the book gives the flavor of the 

conference, summarizes major addresses 

and cites princ ipa l roadblocks. Useful for 

study groups within the local congregations. 

Order A Chance to Change: Women and 

Men in the Church (Stock #4268) from 

Service Center, 7820 Read ing Road , Cincin

nati , Ohio 45237 . $4 .95 . 

PRAYER CALENDAR 

15 mins. Camel Back Mts. ski resort, 5 mins. 

to shops. Monthly, weekly , week-end + 
long term . Contact: G. Patterson , (212) 

559-5825 . Weekdays after 6 pm (2 12) 

865-4927 . 

MISCELLANEOUS 

POCKET ALUM INUM CROSSES : " God 

Loves You" or " Jesus Christ is Lord ," 100, 

$20. Poems, "Cross in My Pocket," 2¢ ; plus 

postage. Crosses-29, 1313 Falls Church, 

Rale igh, N.C. 27609 . 

RETREAT CENTERS/CAMPS 

GULFSIDE METHODIST ASSEMBLY is a 

sprawling 140-acre retreat center along the 

Gu lfof Mexico, 55 miles from New Orleans. 

Related to The United Methodist Church, 

Gulfside has been a center for Christian 

education, culture and recreation for nearly 

six decades. Founded in 1923, Gulfside's 

balmy weather, stately Mississippi pines and 

large shady oaks lure chu rch groups, college 

students and civic clubs to its grounds year 

after year. Camping privileges available at 

nominal cost. Overnight accommodations 

for 100, banquet fac i lities for 300 persons 

also available. Auditorium seats 1,000 . 

Crabbing, fishing, swimming are part of 

Gulfside's aquatic activities. For more infor-

THE 1984 PRAYER CALENDAR is in produc- mation contact : Executive Director, Gulfside 

tion and w ill soon be available for ordering. Methodist Assembly , Waveland , MS 39576, 

The new ed ition celebrates the Bicentennial or call: (601 /467-4909). 
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NEXT 
MONTH 

Central Africa. That's what this special issue will deal with 
almost entirely-the 26 countries that span the width of Africa 
from Senegal , Sierra Leone, and Liberia on the West to Ethiopia 
and Somalia on the east. Intended as a supplement to the 
current mission study, this special issue will inc lude an array of 
special articles that will probe U.S. policy in Africa, explore 
issues of human rights , hunger and justice. Among them : 

Zaire's Poverty in the Midst of Plenty by Henry F. Jackson 

The African Churches and Human Rights by Contributing 
Ed itor Charles E. Brewster. 

The Greening of Africa by staff writer Nelson Navarro 

Worship in Liberia by Frank A. Settle .. . Methodism in Africa 
by John Kurewa ... and A Conversation with Zimbabwe's 
Nathan Goto. 

DBW WO ouUoo 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

TO SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW 

0 1 Year $7 .00 (U .S.A .) 

D Com bination with Response $13 .00 

D 2 Years $13.00 

D Combination w / Response $25.00 

D New Subscription 

D Renewal 

D Payment Enclosed 

Note: Canadian and foreign add $3 per year for postage and handling 

(surface mai l); add $25 per year for airmail to foreign subscri bers . 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

(Please Print ) 

--------- - -- Zip -----

MAIL TO: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK - Magazine Circulation 
Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
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September 12-16 
Understanding Yourself as Person, 
Partner, Parent.* Vernon Grounds, 
President Emeritus, Denver 
Conservative Baptist Seminary. 

September 20-23 
Effective Communication with the 
Folks Back Home: A Writing 
Workshop for Missionaries. 
Robert Coote, formerly managing 
editor, Eternity magazine. 

September 27-30 
The Biblical Basis for Mission. 
Gerald H . Anderson, Director of 
OMSC. 

October 4-7 
Nurturing Spiritual Life in 
Your Mission Community. 
Thomas F. Stransky, The Paulists. 

October 11-14 
Mission and Social Action: Models 
for Effective Witness. 
Ronald White, Associate Director, 
Princeton Seminary Center of 
Continuing Education . 

October 25-28 
Evangelism: Doing Justice and 
Preaching Grace. Harvie M. Conn, 
Westminster Seminary. 

The Overseas Ministries Study Center
celebrating 60 years of 
service in the Christian 

world mission. 

November 1-4 
Tomorrow's Mission: Alternative 
Models for Global Witness. 
David Young, Division of 
International Mission, Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. 

November 8-11 
The Church Struggle in South 
Africa. John de Gruchy, University 
of Cape Town, South Africa . 

November 15-18 
Middle East Update: Witness of 
Churches Ancient and Modern. 
Norman A. Horner, former 
Associate Director of OMSC. 

November 28-December 2 
Basic Christian Communities: 
Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Models of Grassroots Mission.* 
Frances O'Gorman, community 
worker in Brazil, and William Cook, 
Director of CELEP, San Jose, Costa 
Rica. 

January 2-6 and 
January 9-13 
That All the Earth May Know.* 
Seminars for theological students 
and missionaries, co-sponsored by 
29 seminaries. 

January 16-20 
Jesus Christ, Life of the World: 
Testing Our Faithfulness in 
Mission.* Emilio Castro, Director of 
CWME, World Council of Churches. 

January 23-27 
Christian Presence and Witness 
Among Our Muslim Neighbors.* 
David Kerr, Selly Oak Colleges, 
Birmingham, England. 

....... ~ ~ ... ., • :I Publishers of the 
~: -4.- International Bulletin 
~ I of Missionary Research 
........... 
OVERSEAS MINISTRIES 
STUDY CENTER 
Ventnor, NJ 08406 U.S.A. 

Gerald H. Anderson, Director 
James M. Phillips, Associate Director 

In an inspiring setting by the sea, we offer highly 
relevant courses of study for cross-cultural and 
international ministries, and accommodations with 
a family atmosphere. 

Registration: $30/ $45 per course, plus room and 
meals. (Courses with • are $45.) 

D Send application and more information. 

Name ____________ _ 

Add.-ess -------------

City _____________ _ 

State--------Zip-----
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For the story of people in mission and crucial 

issues affecting global ministries, turn to New 
World Outlook, the magazine of United 
Methodism. Through its pages you can keep 

up-to-date on how your local church is linked 
in mission with people in the U.S. and more 
than 100 countries around the world. 

Read late-breaking news, editorials, colorful 
feature articles, letters from mission workers, 
book reviews and a viewpoint column from 
well -known mission leaders. It's a magazine 
for Christians who care! 

[ ] One-year subscription to New World Outlook, $7. 

[ ] Two-year subscription to New World Outlook ,$13. 

[ ] One-year in combination with Response, $13. 

[ ] Two-year in combination with Response, $25. 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 


