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MISSION MEMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

March, 1983 

60 Minutes, cont. The UM General Cormlission on Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Concerns Joined the leaders of four other denominations in requesting the president 
of CBS to schedule ''a reasonable response" and to acknowledge the "errors and 
exaggerations" in the January 23 program on the World and National Councils of 
Churches (see Mission Memo, February). The request went in a letter from the law 
firm of Moore, Berson, Lifflander and Mewhinney of New York, dated February 2, 
and was written on behalf of Avery .Q.. Post, president of the United Church of 
Christ; William f_. Thompson, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, USA; 
Kenneth 1_. Teegarden, president of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); 
Episcopal Bishop John J. Burt of Ohio, and the GCCUIC. The law firm's letter to 
CBS asked for an opportunity to respond to personal attacks on the persons named 
and "other church groups and church officials." It said the accusation that the 
churches are lying to their members was repeated five times on the 40-minute 
segment. The 4 page, single-spaced letter contends that the inaccuracies were 
so numerous as to indicate CBS did not do its own research but relied on the 
Institute on Religion and Democracy. The letter listed seven "misstatements" 
which needed to be corrected. Chief among these was "CBS's most sensational charge" 
that church funds 11 may 11 have been used to buy Soviet rifles. Other misstatements 
were related to the Riverside Church meeting on South Africa, the Cuba Resource 
Center, a purported KGB document on Latin America, and Vietnam's new economic 
zones .... The board of directors of Good News, the evangelical caucus within 
United Methodism, have asked the General Board of Global Ministries not to grant 
money to any group which advocates the overthrow or distabilization of any govern
ment by violence. The Good News board action in late January was related to the 
recent allegations in Reader's Digest and 11 60 Minutes" .... Twenty-three U.S. church 
leaders issued a statement February 7 expressing "strong solidarity" with the World 
Council of Churches and "condemnation of the tactics being used in efforts to 
discredit" the council .... District superintendents of the Southeastern Jurisdiction 
have called on the Council of Bishops to name a "blue ribbon" panel to study the 
allegations about the activities of the World and National Councils. The Super
intendents said they "endorse and affirm the world-wide ministry and feel a 
definite need with our church for the positive work done by the NCC and the WCC. 11 

( ate: On January 30th 60 Minutes reported the call by the district superintendents 
for a study but did not report the accompanying statement of endorsement.) The 
investigating co111T1ittee is asked to "secure from GCFA a monetary accounting of all 
amounts and causes involved in these allegations and report the findings to all 
United Methodists." 



West Africa . The World Council of Churches has announced an appeal for $1 million 
to assist churches i n West Africa in coping with non-Nigerians forced to leave 
that country . Gene r al Secretary Philip Potter cabled the Christian Council of 
Ghana expressing deep concern about the 11 mass expulsion'' and indicating readiness 
to help. 

National Division. The National mission arm of the United Methodist Church has 
reorganized its program into three units instead of four. The new units are 
institutional and voluntary ministries, headed by Lula Garrett; parish ministries, 
headed by John Jordan, and congregational development headed by Eli Rivera. The 
Rev. NegaiTlf-lley will coordinate and supervise the three program units as 
assistant general secretary for the division and will on occasion represent the 
Rev . Rene Bideaux, head of the division. The new plan was worked out with the 
help of two groups of management consultants: the Center for Parish Development 
in Chicago and Tuck Associates in Chapel Hill, N.C. Mr. Bideaux denied that the 
reorganization was triggered by last fall's suspension and reassignment of Mr. 
Jordan and Sheila Collins over the issue of consultation with annual conferences. 
He said the new plan came in response to the restructure of the Board of Global 
Ministries. 11 We are moving from a competitive style to a collegial style," he 
said. · Ms. Collins has been assigned to the unit on institutional and voluntary 
ministries; her specific assignment will be decided by the unit. She was formerly 
field representative for United Methodist Voluntary Services (UMVS). Mr. Jordan 
issued a statement in which he said the new organization "can be the basis for 
strengthening of our overall national mission program" but that "some basic 
disagreements about past actions have remained unresolved." In a separate 
statement detailing recent events in Mississippi and expressing her continued 
support of former mayor Eddie Carthan, Ms. Collins said her new assignment "with 
no job description nor clear staff relationship to UMVS does little to assure me 
that the injustices of the past have either been acknowledged or that they will 
be rectified in the reorganization." She has requested a formal grievance hearing 
with Mr. Nugent, the general secretary of GBGM, with the Board's ombudsperson 
present. 

Deaths. Retired UM Bishop Harold R· Heininger, who was elected to the episcopacy 
in 1954 by the Evangelical United Brethren Church and retired in 1968 just prior 
to the union with the Methodist Church, died February 3 at his home in Lebanon, 
Ohio. His career spanned three church mergers and he was the third generation 
of his family to serve in the ministry of the former Evangelical Church, a pre
decessor of the EUBs. He was 87 .... Romona Givan, a UM Church and Community 
worker for 6 years in the Memphis area, died February 5 at Methodist Hospital 
in Memphis after a prolonged bout with Kidney disease .... The Rev. Glenn S. Gothard, 
a staff member of two UM and predecessor general boards from 1955 until he re
tired in 1978, died in Nashville, Tennesse, after an apparent heart attack. He 
was 70 .... Dorothy Reichmann, a retired deaconess with 40 years of service, died 
January 14 in Cincinnati, Ohio. She was 80. 

Giving. United Methodists gave a record $83 million in 1982 to support the 
worldwide programs of their church. This was an increase of 5. 98 percent over 
1981. In addition to the $83 million, more than $1 billion was given for local 

f 
~ 



and regional church exp.enses and programs. Largest single item was $28 . 3 mi ll i on 
for World Service, which was 94.5 percent of the 1982 goal of $29.9 million, and 
a 4.15 percent increase from 1981. For the first time in a number of years the 
increase in giving outstripped inflation. Out of 18 categories only 3 showed 
decreases: 3.23 percent in the Missional Priority Fund, 4 percent in a fund aiding 
clergy pensions programs in some annual conference, and less than l percent i n 
One Great Hour of Sharing . The Rev. Ewing T. Wayland, general secretary of the 

, GCFA, called the report "splendid". 

Budget Cuts. According to the Interreligious Task Force on U.S. Food Policy, 
President Reagan's budget proposals for fiscal 1984 include further reductions of 
up to nine percent in food stamps, child nutrition, health programs, aid to de
pendent children, job training and employment programs, and help for low-income 
families in meeting heating bills. On the other hand, boosts in defense spending 
would account for about $30 billion of the overall proposed increase of $43.3 
billion. Beverly Roberson Jackson, who heads the UM Board of Church and Society's 
department of human welfare, said the cuts impose "a grave injustice against all 
of the people of this nation." Shes.aid "survival is the issue now" for many 
people. Peggy Billings, assistant general secretary of Christian Social Relations 
fdr the Women's Division, said she believes there is a ''turnaround in the public ' s 
perception of the budget . " The report by the food policy task force says there 
is a compounding effect on the poor in the budget cuts of the past two years. 
"Many of the families who have had their food stamps cut also have had their aid 
to dependent children reduced . " Households headed by women with children are 
described as the "Hardest hit". 

Mississippi . The New York Annual Conference Commission on Church and Society 
sent a fact-finding delegation of seven ministers and one lay leader to Mis s issippi 
to gather information concerning Eddie Carthan, former mayor of Tchula who was 
recently acquitted of capital murder. Carthan, incarcerated since last September 
after losing an appeal on a controversial simple assault convic t ion, is currently 
in a medium-maximum security unit in Parchman state penitentiary where he is 
effectively in solitary confinement for all but 45 minutes every day . The move 
to Parchman from a county jail sparked a community protest in Tchula that led to 
the jailing of nine persons including Mr. Carthan's wife, Shirley, and the director 
of the United League of Holmes County. Carthan has been fasting since arrival 
at the prison February l. 

East Germany. Military and peace issues continue to cause church-state tensions 
in the German Democratic Republic (see November, NWO, page 17). The 40,000-cir
culation Sunday newspaper of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony had to be 
reprinted at church expense after the government objected to a child's anti-war 
poem. Paper is scarce and expensive in East Germany. A GDR organization to 
which youth 6-14 automatically belong says military training is to be intensified. 
Church representatives have objected to military training for school-age children. 

Personalia. Louke Mariette van Wensveen, 23, who comes from Breukeleveen, the 
Netherlands, and is currentl:Y"Studying at Harvard University, has been named 



recipient of the St oody-West Fellowship fo r Graduate Study in Journalism for 1983-84. 
The $6000 fellowsh ip i s given annually by United Methodist Communications .. . :The Rev. 
Robe r t E. Dungy, pastor of the Fairmount (Ind.) UMC, has been appointed dean of 
the Upper Room Chapel and director of Church Cultivation .... The Rev. John W. Coleman, 
pastor of Sharp Street Memorial UMC in Baltimore, has been named interim field 
representative for United Methodist Voluntary Services .... Professor Robert L. 
Wilson, a former staff member of the National Division and now on the faculty of 
Duke University, is scheduled to be among the speakers April 21-22 in Washington, 
D.C. at the third annual conference on religion and politics sponsored by Ernest 
W. Lefever's Ethics and Public Policy Center . 

Accessibility. Fifty United Methodist Churches out of 325 which applied have 
been given token grants of $500 each by the Health arid Welfare Ministries Division 
to help people with handicaps enter the mainstream of church life. The committee 
which made the grants favored churches with a total plan for qssuring accessibility, 
those whose buildings met standards set by the American National Standards Institute, 
and those with project committees led by persons with handicaps. As examples, 
Wesley UMC in Vinton, Iowa, which is located near the state's Braille and Sight 
Saving School, needed curriculum resources such as tape recorders. The church had 
already helped four blind boys in the third and fourth grades plus two blind students 
in junior high and two in senior high. Central UMC in Laurens, S.C., with 162 
members, needed a $13,000 van to bring deaf people and those with other handicaps 
to church. The church has officers of deaf people who were able to raise the 
needed funds using the grant as impetus. Berkeley UMC in California, composed 
primarily of elderly Japanese Amer i cans , wanted funds for a ramp. 

Clergywomen. The UM Clergywomen's Conference Feb. 7-11 in Glorieta, New Mexico, 
decided to back the election of Leontine Kelly for bishop in 1984. Kelly, pastor 
of Asbury-Church Hill UMC in Richmond, VA., won the support of four of the five 
jurisdictional caucuses . The South Central Jurisdiction caucus decided to place 
its chief priority on electing an Hispanic bishop . In addition to Kelly, the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction caucus voted to support Susan ri· Morrison, 
Baltimore District Superintendent, and Lynn{ Josselyn, Southern Maine District 
Superintendent, for election as co-bishops two persons serving one office, a 
position which does not now exist in the UMC). 

Serving the Public? The February issue of The Interpreter magazine inadver
tently lists an old phone number of United Methodist Communications as the 
number Tennessee residents may use to call 11 Inf0Serve 11

• Since the Communications 
agency moved to a new address two years ago the old number has been reassigned 
to a massage parlor . Shortly after the magazine was issued, a Nashville pastor 
called InfoServe to report that he had inquired about some hunger resource 
packets. The man who answered said he didn't know anything about any packets 
but that he did have "some nice ladies. 11 
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EDITORIALSCIJ 
POISONING THE WELL 

The long-awaited attacks by the 
Reader's Digest and the CBS program, 
60 Minutes, on the World and National 
Councils of Churches and their sup
porters, most notably the United Meth
odist Church, have now appeared and 
they are just about as bad as feared . Both 
are scandalous journalism, mixing un
substantiated charges and innuendo 
with a reckless use of scare words 
and/or pictures in attempts to titillate 
and frighten rather than inform . 

It is some small comfort that both are 
so crudely overdone as to have back
fired . It is unofficially reported , for 
example, that 60 Minutes has received 
the most mail in its history and that it is 
largely critical of the program. Church 
people and the television audience 
generally have a greater capacity to tell 
a smear when they see one than the 
program producers had counted on . 

Nevertheless, this is small comfort. 
The issues of church involvement and 
the nature of the church's mission in the 
world are not the kind that can be settled 
by polls or by popularity contests. 

This does not mean that they should 
not be debated and discussed. Indeed, it 
is the whole church 's understanding of 
gospel requirements that is the only 
adequate basis of mission . As Chris
tians, we believe that the Holy Spirit will 
guide us in this often painful process. 

Painful , because there are no easy 
answers . All of us are prone to confuse 
our own interests and insights with the 
wi 11 of God and to invoke the most 
sacred words to justify our actions. We 
must constantly examine our own mo
tives as well as those of others with 
whom we disagree. We should also 
remember that many of the arguments 
here center around questions of judg
ment rather than of evi I intent. 

This process is never easy, as church 
history shows only too clearly, but it is 
almost impossible when civilized dis
course is abandoned for sensationalism 
and name calling. The traditional rea
son that journalists enjoy respect in our 
society is that they make such discourse 
possible. If they abandon that role, 
either because of ideological bias or 

commercial advantage, they poison the 
well of public life from which we must 
all drink. In our opinion, both the 
Reader's Digest and 60 Minutes have 
abandoned their ethical responsibility 
as journalists in this case. 

Why? It is not for us to read the hearts 
of others. We might note that the Digest 
has a long history of these attacks and 
that many journalists no longer consider 
60 Minutes as reporting but as enter
tainment using a set senario of the tough 
district attorney grill ing the crook. What 
is apparent is that both organizations 
leaned heavily upon the Institute for 
Religion and Democracy as a source for 
their charges. 

For any readers who have been away 
for a year or so, the Institute for Religion 
and Democracy is a private group 
which claims that it is out to expose the 
denominations and the NCC and WCC 
for their support of "non-democratic" 
leftist regimes and causes and thus to 
force reform. Its membership is now 
about one thousand and it has a 
self-selected Board of Advisors of some 
28 people. Although the great majority 
of its financing (89 percent) has come 
from a small group of foundations who 
fund conservative groups, the leaders of 
IRD insist that they are the true "middle 
of the road " . Despite their smal I mem
bership, they claim to represent the real 
"grassroots" of the churches . 

United Methodists in this group, most 
notably Ed Robb (the chairman), come 
out of one wing of the Good News 
Movement in the denomination and 
have for years been unhappy about 
what they regard as the ultra-liberal 
positions of the United Methodist 
Church . So far, they have not succeed
ed in reversing those positions. The IRD 
might best be seen as an attempt to use 
outside pressure and media to accom
plish what its leaders have not been able 
to do through church channels. Indeed, 
if more people would listen to what Ed 
Robb is saying about General Confer
ence and less to what he is saying about 
El Salvador, they might better under
stand what is actually going on here. 
Perhaps most people in the denomina
tion really do think that lay people are 

controlled by the clergy and the clergy 
by the bishops. Somehow, we doubt it 
but that view is what should be debated 
not stale old charges about Marxism. 

Let us state right away that there is 
nothing necessari ly wrong with a frank
ly political approach . Church pol itics 
are as old as the church and frequently 
of a complexity and toughness that 
makes secular politics look sweet and 
naive by comparison. We may wish this 
were not so but when issues of great 
importance are at stake (or even thought 
to be at stake), passions tend to run high . 
But there must be limits. 

What is new about IRD is that it is 
well-financed and has shown great skill 
in using the media, a skill the churches 
may envy. Nevertheless, the interests of 
the secular media and its perceptions of 
the Christian faith are not the same as 
those of believers. The media's interest 
is in conflict and sensation, not under
standing of the gospel mandate. Such a 
difference must inevitably both tri vial
ize debate and distort its terms of 
reference. 

Thus the IRD, even if given credit for 
the best will in the world, may have 
committed a classic and fatal mistake. 
By substituting ideological attack for 
discussion and education, they insure 
that honest debate will not take place. 
There are those who would argue that 
these attacks offer a great opportun ity 
for just such discussion and education 
but this overlooks that the very frame
work of interchange has been inevitably 
set up to be nothing but charges and 
countercharges. And since a number of 
these charges have been investigated 
many times, it must be questioned how 
seriously the critics want them ans
wered . 

In that kind of climate, force of 
numbers based on fear and panic may 
eventually determine the outcome and 
that means that no one will be the 
winner. A church based on fea r of 
heretics, of either the right or the left, is a 
parody of a Christian community . Th is 
is the lesson of history that the IRD 
seems not to have learned . For I ivi ng 
water cannot be drawn from a poisoned 
well. 
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Ml~~ION 
AND THE: 

RE:~URRE:CTION 
" First and foremost, I handed on to 

you the facts which had been imparted 
to me: that Christ died for our sins, in 
accordance with the scriptures; that he 
was buried; that he was raised to life 
on the third day, according to the 
scriptures; and that he appeared to 
Cephas, and afterwards to the Twelve. 
Then he appeared to over five hundred 
of our brothers at once, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have died. 
Then he appeared to James, and 
afterwards to all the apostles. In the 
end he appeared even to me." I 
Corinthians 15 :3-8 New English Bible 

J. B. Phillips, whose best selling 
paraphrases of the New Testament 
brought a new understanding of the 
scriptures to millions of English
speaking people around the world, 
thought that Paul 's 15th chapter of I 
Corinthians was " in many ways the 
most important chapter in the New 
Testament. " Written before any of the 
Gospels had been completed and 
while many of the " witnesses" were 
still alive, it is the earliest evidence of 
the Resurrection of Christ. 

In the process of translating what he 
called this " flat, matter-of-fact recital 
of known events," Phillips said he 
suddenly realized that "no man had 
ever written such words before." He 
became " utterly convinced" of the 
truth of the Resurrection. 

" Something of literally life-and
death importance had happened in 
mortal history, and I was reading the 
actual words of people who had seen 
Christ after his resurrection and had 
seen men and women deeply changed 
by his living power. " He adds, " it was 

Charles E. Brewster 

borne in upon me with irresistible 
force that these letters could never 
have been written at all if there had 
been no Jesus Christ, no Crucifixion, 
and no Resurrection." 

Not only would there have been no 
letters, there would have been no 
Church and no mission without the 
Resurrection. The Resurrection was 
preached so much in the early Church 
that, as Phillips notes, the Athenians 
listening to Paul on Mars Hill thought 
he was preaching about not one but 
two foreign deities, Jesus Christ and 
Anastasis, which is the Greek word for 
resurrection. 

No recovery today of the first 
century excitement about Christian 
mission is possible without a similar 
emphasis on the Resurrection of 
Christ. In recent years, however, the 
Resurrection of Christ as a theme has 
been noted more by its absence than 
its dominance. The emphasis has been 
on Christ' s earthly pre-Crucifixion 
ministry and his service to humanity. 
Favorite chapters for missionary proc
lamation in the Church have tended to 
be Luke 4 and John 13. These are Jesus' 
announcement in Nazareth of his own 
ministry in which he quoted Isaiah 
61-" to preach good news to the 
poor, to proclaim release to the 
prisoners, recovery of sight to the 
blind ... " -and, in John 13, the 
" pedalavium, " Christ washing his 
disciples' feet. 

Doubtless we have needed this 
reminder of service and ministry to 
define our own posture in mission to 
the world . Mission should not be 
imperialistic or domineering and it 

should be " in solidarity" with the poor 
and oppressed . M ission with a service 
orientation is in the best imitation of 
Christ. 

But as the sole way of defin ing 
mission's motivation it is lacking in 
three ways: it does not reflect the 
preaching of the early Church which 
hardly ever mentioned Christ's ow n 
pattern of ministry but preached al
most exclusively what happened on 
the Cross and in the Resurrection . It 
fails to answer the question of why 
Jesus and not, say, Buddha or Socrates 
or some other non-Christian figure of 
compassion or altruism should be the 
guide for Christian mission . And inevi 
tably when mission is defined solely as 
doing something for others it preserves 
an unfortunate " we-them" dichoto
my. 

A recovery of the message of the 
Resurrection has none of these draw
backs. It ties us immediately w ith the 
excitement of the early Church and its 
activity in the world-an exc itement 
Phi l lips himself tried to express when 
he called his paraphrase of Acts " The 
Young Church in Action ." It answers 
immediately how Christian proclama
tion is different from all others, for 
while the ancient world was rife w ith 
stories of dyi ng and rising gods none of 
these stor ies except that of Jesus had 
any connection w ith an actual person 
of a given place and time and none of 
them focussed on the effect of that 
ris ing on living people. And it removes 
the " we-them" dichotomy that results 
when Christian service or diakon ia is 
the only leg on which Christian 
mission stands. How does it do this? 
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"Easter faith 
is not solely 

on individualized thing 
but is directly 
related to the 

life ond witness 
of the Church." 

This 14th-century Russian 
icon is "The Savior 

of the Fiery Eye." 

Today, as in the first century, one 
thing is immediately clear to the 
person who accepts the message of 
Chri st's Resurrection . It is that Christ is 
not a dead figure of the past but alive 
now. For anyone for whom that 
" fact," as Paul said , is a reality , life is 
totally different than it would other
wise be . As soon as a person receives 
that message and attempts to incorpo
rate it he or she is no longer an object 
of mission, the object of someone 
else's service, but is now able to 
participate in mission immediately, to 
be " in Christ," as Paul said , a "new 
creation. " 

Moreover, if Christ is alive that 
means that he has conquered "the last 
enemy, " death . It is on the basis of this 
victory that Christ is said in the Bible to 
be victorious over the principalities 
and powers of the world . The one who 
is " in Christ" and who has accepted 
the message of His Resurrection is 
therefore also victorious over death 
and over the principalities and powers 
of the age. These may all appear to be 
still in force, but the Christian message 
is that here above all appearances are 
deceptive. The victory has been won 
and those who are Christ's share 
somehow in that v ictory even though 
all of life and appearances seem to be 
saying the opposite. This is what Paul 
meant when he said in Romans 8 that 
"neither life nor death, nor angels nor 
principalities, nor things present nor 
things to come . . . shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. " Knowledge of 
" Jesus, the Risen Lord" changes en
tirely what attitude we bring to that 
which happens to us. 

Only a full-fledged gutsy message of 
the Resurrection of Christ wi 11 suffice 
in a world of terror and evi I. Where 
there are so many unmarked graves the 
Gospel proclaims the victory of an 
empty one. Where there are so many 
tortured people, the Gospel proclaims 
the Christ who told a skeptical Thomas 
to put his finger in the nail prints. 
Where there are so many " disap
peared" people or forgotten prisoners, 
the Gospel proclaims a Messiah who 
appeared in the midst of gloom and 
told them he would be with them 
always. 

In his sermon " An Endless Tryst," (in 
The Miracle of Easter, edited by Floyd 
Thatcher, Word Books, 1980) Bishop 
James Armstrong says the resurrection 
story deals " with fundamental issues 
of freedom and justice, with life and 
death ." He recalls that in El Salvador 
in 1979 soldiers of dictator Carlos 
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Romero burst into a Roman Catholic 
retreat center machine gunning four 
people, including a 31-year-old priest. 
The following day Archbishop Oscar 
Romero, who himself later became an 
assassin 's victim, labeled the govern
ment's white-wash account of the 
incident "a lie from start to finish" and 
called Father Ortiz, the priest, " a 
murder victim who speaks to us of the 
resurrection ." 

It is not only in El Salvador but in fact 
all over the world, including our own 
country, where the Hope stirred up by 
Easter faith is part of the lives of 
millions of poor and dispossessed 
people. The so-called revolution of 
rising expectations probably owes far 
less to the increase of consumerism 
and materialism than it does to the fact 
that the Resurrection Hope is being 
preached and understood not only as 
relating to " the bye and bye" but to the 
here and now and of our I iv es together. 

One of the best books in recent years 
on the meaning of the Easter faith in the 
life of the Church is John Frederick 
Jansen's The Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ in New Testament Theology 
(Westminster Press, 1980). Jansen 
finds the older liberal theology which 
spoke mainly of Jesus' personality and 
not of his resurrection as "far from 
satisfying." But, like Bishop Arm
strong, he is clear that Easter faith is not 
solely an individualized thing but is 
directly related to the life and witness 
of the Church. Even such an ap
parently individualized sacrament as 
baptism, Jansen shows, portrays Eas
ter's victory over Evil and calls Chris
tians to costly discipleship. 

Jansen ends his book with the 
appearance of Jesus to Peter. " Peter 
has many questions to ask his Lord. 
Who has not?" writes Jansen. "Al I the 
disciples, as the various gospel tradi
tions indicate, had questions enough: 
'Lord, when shall these things be?' 
'Lord, show us the way.' 'Lord, will 
you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?' 

" Disciples need not stifle their 
questions. It would be a shallow faith 
that has no questions. And yet, disci
ples need something more than an
swers to their questions. Peter soon 
discovers that Christ has not met him 
here to satisfy his questions about the 
future--but to ask him a question of his 
own . .. . " The question was this: 
" Do you love me?" And the command 
of Jesus to " feed my sheep" has 
implications not only for Peter but for 
every disciple. Our response to Eas
ter's Lord, says Jansen, "is the measure 
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of our response to the gospel ." 
The response to the gospel is a 

response to His resurrection , to " the 
facts" as Paul recorded them faithfully 
and matter-of-factly in his 15th chapter 
of I Corinthians. Our response cannot 
be based solely on an attempt to 
imitate the ministry of Jesus, for on our 
own we are bound to run out of steam 
on that. But if we are " in Christ" and 
share what the New Testament calls 
" the power of his resurrection " we wi II 
then also be prepared in whatever 
ways we are called to " share the 
fellowship of his suffering." It was only 
after the Resurrection that Jesus gave 
this particular command to Peter, and 
not before. Had it been given before it 
could never have been carried out. But 
afterward, that was a different story. • 

Contributing Editor Charles E. Brewster is 
the pastor of First Presbyterian Church of 
Forest Hills, New York. 

This "Entombment" (left) 
is by Fra Angelico. 
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Hunger 
and 
Poverty 
in the U.S. 

-What Can the Church Do? 

I twas with a hungry child that the 
Christian Era began. His parents 

were poor, his mother of disputed 
character, his people driven and de
prived by a mean-spirited and op
pressive government. And later in his 
life he would personally admit that he 
had no place to lay his head. His adult 
ministry was marked by an affirming 
embrace of the poor, a disdain for 
poverty and all that impoverishes, and 
indictment of insensitive wealth and 
idolatrous privilege and power. His 
life, in fact, was a testimony to an . 
abiding concern forthe poor and for all 
who suffer from the scourge of human 
greed and acquisitiveness. From his 
tender remonstrances or urging of the 
rich young nobleman (Luke 18:18-25) 
to his undisguised consternation over 
selfish and exploitative wealth in the 
story of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 
16:19-31 ), Jesus was consistent in his 
condemnation of greed that corrupts 
even as it deprives. Similarly, even a 
casual read ing of the feeding of the 

Edsel A. Ammons 

multitude (Mark 6:35-44) and the 
searching question which he put to 
Peter left no doubt concerning his 
desire that the needs of hungry and 
disadvantaged people be faced and 
fulfilled. 

Old and New Testaments are replete 
with explicit evidence that Scripture 
looks upon hunger and the degrada
tions of poverty as an abomination, an 
evi I warranting the wrath of God and 
which a redeemed and holy people 
ought to seek to alleviate. Fundamen
tal evangelical (biblical) values, as 
Christ revealed them, commit the 
church to such ministry. Curiously few 
people in the church would dispute 
the claim that Christians must stand on 
the side of people who are hungry, 
poor, and weak. And yet nothing is 
more potentially divisive within the 
household of faith than efforts to do 
what most everyone agrees must be 
done. There are reasons for this 
apparent contradiction in the church's 
behavior. 
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A major reason is the age-old 
misinterpretation of the words of Jesus 
in Mark 14:7, "You (will) have the 

· poor with you always " (Phillips 
Translation). What was intended as a 
simple observation has been expand
ed into a highly destructive but widely 
accepted socio-economic principle: 
human poverty is a given and is natural 
in the order of things. Jesus was 
defending an act of charity. He was 
valuing the simple act of a loving heart 
above all other human expression . He 
was raising an oft neglected truth to a 
place of highest prominence. He was 
not uttering a social dictum or com
mentary on poverty or seeking to 
justify its existence. 

Nevertheless, the error prevai Is. 
Thus, the presence of hungry people in 
a world having the technology and 
capabi I ity to feed everyone is tolerat
ed. A strange rationalization blames 
the poor for their own tragic condition 
while overlooking systemic failures. 
The current renewed interest in bible 
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study offers the promise of a much 
needed and long awaited interpreta
tion of the attitude and words of Jesus 
in relation to the evi Is of hunger which , 
next to nuclear war, poses the greatest 
threat to the world's future. 

Personal Piety and Social Indifference 

Another reason for the church 's 
cautious or unpredictable approach to 
efforts required to feed the hungry and 
to redress the inequities that create 
impoverished masses is the assump
tion that personal piety implies social 
indifference. It is hard to imagine a 
point of view that is more persistent or 
more out of step with the life and 
teaching of Jesus and of the early 
church. Indeed, this point has for so 
long been debated that further argu
ment seems almost fruitless . But a kind 
of pietism that would separate the 
personal journey in faith from its 
context-the critical social and cultur
al setting which influences, inhibits, 
enables the journey if not the faith 
itself-is alive and well. 

It is this pietism which has found 
new prominence in the nation and the 
church. To be sure, it can have 
welcome benefits wherever it gen
erates a resurgence of commitment to 
devotional disciplines that strengthen 
and enrich a personal faith . But that is 
not its intent. It is to be lamented 
because it settles for private acts of 
goodwill and charity at the expense of 
justice; it divorces vital spirituality 
from legitimate participation in poli
tics . In that sense, it misses the Gospel 
and, where United Methodists are 
involved, a central emphasis of Wes
leyan tradition . (The Roman govern
ment sensed the social consequences 
of the teachings and ministry of Jesus 
and his followers. And John Wesley's 
informed piety offered no escape from 
social responsibility.) The privatiza
tion of Christian faith like the indivi
duation of social behavior across this 
nation are the contradiction of the very 
things we seek as persons and as a 
nation : a sense of purpose and well
being. 

This suggests a third reason for the 
somewhat hesitant response to do
mestic hunger by the church : its own 
culture captivity. To a degree beyond 
our own intentions, we have allowed 
ourselves to render unto Caesar that 
which belongs to God. That is not hard 
to understand for nothing rewards 
more definitely than the appearance of 
adherence to accepted cultural norms 
and nothing brings swifter loss of status 
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These church-related 
feeding programs are 
in the State of Michigan. 
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"The current 
pressing domestic 
hunger crisis is 

a clear call 
to a renewal 
of Christian 
discipleship." 

than seeming violation of those norms. 
And as national goals and assumptions 
come under increasing scrutiny and 
dispute, pressures for conformity in
tensify and the will "to will one thing" 
is restrained . 

The tragedy that confronts the na
tion and the church-millions of our 
neighbors and friends and family are 
unemployed, without food and shel
ter, deprived of dreams and hopes
compels conformity to a higher claim 
and loyalty to citizenship of a higher 
realm. Private devotion must find 
expression in a public faith that 
challenges-€ven offends-social de
corum and leaves no doubt as to the 
church 's adherence to a clear biblical 
mandate to share our goods and our 
blessings with the poor and hungry. 
Our freedom in Christ-which is 
freedom from bondage to culture and 
status-needs renewed affirmation 
and confident assertion in ways that 
address the gross inequalities that 
result in unimagined privilege for 
some people and unimagined misery 
for others. Christians are not only those 
who reason differently (a logic that 
often seems foolish to others) but who 
also act differently. In this case, it 
means contending against whatever it 
is that inhibits or discourages personal 
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generosity and promotes greed, com
petitiveness, and conspicuous con
sumption, that denies basic God
given rights of every person not just for 
charity but for justice. In other words 
the pressing current domestic hunge~ 
crisis is a clear call to a renewal of 
Christian discipleship. 

How Can The Church Respond? 

What are some ways in which the 
church can respond to that call? How 
give contemporary expression to our 
discipleship? It is to be admitted, of 
course, that the complexities of do
mestic hunger lend themselves to no 
easy solutions. The following are 
suggestions of ways to begin the 
process. 

Meeting the Immediate Need 
' for Direct Services 

On more than one occasion, Jesus 
put off what he was doing in order to 
look after the needs of people for food 
(at times to the chagrin of his disci
ples) . "Give them something to eat!" , 
he directed, implying that the first 
response to hungry people is to feed 
the~ . That, at least, is where every 
United Methodist congregation must 
begin in its endeavor to give faithful 
attention to the domestic hunger crisis. 
There may be some reluctance to 
~ngage in _what sounds and, perhaps, 
1s much like the typical " Thanksgiv
i ng_!Ch ri stmas basket" mentality 
which has been rather widely discre
dited . What is different this time 
~owever, is that the effort to get food 
~nto hungry bodies is only the first step 
1r:i a much more comprehensive min
istry. Nor is it a case of " holiday 
holiness" . For the provision of bread 
and shelter is a commitment of a much 
longer term and, in some cases, will 
mean having strangers or disadvan
taged neighbors temporarily housed in 
church basements or educational fa
cilities . The emergency is of such 
scope and magnitude that only sus
tained generosity will count for much . 
But the offer of a hot meal and a dry 
bed inside a warm building is an 
uncomplicated act of mercy. And for 
those who have no other recourse it is 
the best sign of a caring Providence 
amidst an otherwise intolerable mo
ment of social madness. 

Consciousness-raising 
and Congregational Awareness 

This is anything but a new concept. 
The hunger crisis simply brings it into 
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fresh focus . One of the ironies of this 
tragic period in our nation's history are 
the number of people who continue to 
be unaffected by economic col
lapse--who live above and beyond 
the worst effects of the depression . A 
majority of the United Methodist 
membership would be identified with 
this class of people . If we are to join the 
alliance against hunger and in behalf 
of mercy and justice we shall need to 
be sensitized and informed; to stand 
even momentarily within the shadowy 
turbulence and imperiled existence of 
the poor whom we do not know except 
as " recipients", " wards", and " cl i
ents". The health of our very souls 
demands expanded awareness of their 
travail and solidarity with them in their 
plight. This must be why Jesus made 
such a point of emphasizing the 
importance of hearing and seeing. He 
sought to underscore the importance 
of learning to discern truth that is often 
hidden by distortions and bias. Hear
ing and seeing would be greatly 
abetted through direct encounters 
with victims themselves: women, 
children, youth , elderly, immigrants, 
refugees, and the new unemployed 
middle-class " managers". Workshops 
and conferences shou Id be sponsored 
to help people to learn what the truth 
really is in order to begin to find 
concrete handles for action. The 
church then must see hunger for what 
it is-a sin against God and humanity 
deserving to be eradicated, not ratio-

nalized nor tolerated . 
An important aid to increased 

awareness not only of the crisis we are 
facing but also of the necessity of the 
church's involvement in its alleviation 
are the Social Principles of the United 
Methodist Church . See especially 
Para . 73 , ·1v.E. The wisdom of the 
church is instructive. " We claim all 
economic systems to be under the 
judgment of God no less than other 
facts of the created order. Therefore, 
we recognize responsibilities of gov
ernments to develop and implement 
sound fiscal and monetary policies 
that ... insure full employment and 
adequate incomes ... " 

Long Term Planning 
and Root Causes 

Direct services are an answer to 
immediate hunger needs for food and 
shelter. A more comprehensive ap
proach is needed to uncover and 
resolve the causes of poverty and its 
terrible consequences. This is perhaps 
the most commanding and controver
sial aspect of the church's efforts to 
rescue the victims of this social malig
nancy. 

Included here is recognition of the 
stark realities of pervasive and debili
tating poverty . Here we seek to 
identify connections between eco
nomic and political policies and the 
experiences of people without bread 
whose well-being is threatened or 
denied . Here we confront confusing 

"A more 
comprehensive 

a pp roach is needed 
to uncover and 

resolve the ca uses 
of poverty 

and its terrible 
consequences." 

The Council of the Southern 
Mountains works with rural 
and Appalachian groups, 
"trying to put some power 
into the hands of poor and 
working-class people." 
United Methodist Voluntary 
Services helps provide 
funding. 
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" It remains for us 
to decide that 

we love the Lord 
of the Church 
more than our 

comforts, 
our privileges, 

even our 
securities." 

This church 
shelter for the 
homeless is in 

New York City. 

and complicated and impersonal and 
institut ional factors that make our best 
intent ions seem naive and our finest 
efforts appear inadequate. Here we 
discover the meaning of ambiguity and 
compromise as an instrument in the 
solving of complex social i I ls . Here we 
learn to participate in the politics of 
change, to support and be advocates 
of public policies that benefit the poor, 
guarantee justice for the disadvan
taged, and, thereby, secure the well
being of the whole community . Once 
again words from the Social Principles 
are direct and edifying: " ... to begin to 
alleviate poverty, we (United Method
ists) support such policies as adequate 
income maintenance, quality educa
tion, decent housing, job training, 
meaningful employment opportuni
ties, adequate medical and hospital 
care and .. . radical revisions of welfare 
programs .. . . " 

Another strategy approach points to 
the obvious, namely, the need to make 
better use of the connectional strength 
of the United Methodist Church and of 
the resources of our ecumenical rela
tionships. Every one of our congrega
tions can rely upon the support of allies 
in each of the seventy-three annual 
conferences and upon covenantal 
partners of fa ith communities. Such 
options are often acknowledged but 
only marginally exploited . The time 
has come to change our ways. For the 

sake of hungry and suffering people in 
our communities, indeed, in our 
congregations, we must be drawn 
closer to other United Methodists and 
to religious groups in other denomina
tions . We shall not only be better 
equipped to respond to the hunger 
crisis but will discover new resources 
of mind and spirit for our own personal 
journeys. 

Ministering to the suffering poor, to 
those who hunger for bread and for 
justice, is not a new concern . It is an 
ever recurring theme from the earliest 
moment of the Christian era which 
began in the least pretentious set
ting-a cow stable. What is ·new is that 
the tragedy of hungry people gets 
worse even as potential and capacity 
to feed the hungry exceeds anything 
we once imagined possible. The man
date for the church is the same: 
" Lovest thou me more than these? 
Feed my sheep". It remains for us to 
decide that we do love the Lord of the 
Church more than our comforts, our 
privileges, even our securities. Be
yond that decision are opportunities to 
do what needs to be done in order to 
give bread to the hungry rather than 
stones. • 

Bishop Edsel A. Ammons is head of the 
Detroit Area of the United Methodist 
Church . 
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THE: POOR: 
PROBLEM OR )0LUTION7 

fl LOO~ AT T flNZflNlfl 
I spent part of my sabbatical leave 

last year in East Africa because as 
an inner-city pastor in Ph iladelphia I 
had a growing feeling of being con
nected w ith third-world people and 
their economic problems. After seven 
weeks in Tanzania, Uganda, and 
Kenya this feeling has become a 
conviction that the church in the 
United States has a great deal to learn 
about urban mission from places far 
from home. 

There is a certain approach to 
poverty that is typical of economic 
analyses all over the world that as
sumes that poor people are a problem 
to be " solved" -1 call this approach 
development thinking. It is peculiarly 
Western, and whether in Africa or in 
inner-city America development 
thinking assumes that those people 
who have made it in post-industrial 
consumer societies have the answer to 
the problem of the poor and can 
implement a process called "develop
ment" whereby poor people wi 11 be 
integrated at marginal levels into an 
economic system based on perpetual 
inequities and exploitation. 

When I was in Kenya my host was 
Kadzo Kogo, secretary of the program 
for urban improvement of the National 
Christian Council of Kenya. Kadzo 
arranged for me to visit the Bomas of 
Kenya, a huge cultural center about 
ten miles outside Nairobi where young 
people perform the dances of all the 
major tribes of the region. I recorded 
the music of the dances and when I got 
back to Kadzo's apartment I played the 
tape for her. When the music of her 
tribe came on she was transfixed and 
then, as it progressed, began to move 
rhythmically with the beat of the 
music. Finally, this sophisticated , 
modern woman leaped to the middle 
of the room and began to dance as the 
young people had danced-the dance 
of her tribe, reenacting the history of 
her people by which she grasped, 
finally, who she is as a unique and 
unrepeatable gift to the 20th century. 
When the music and the dance were 
finished , Kadzo collapsed, exhausted 
into the chair and with a great sigh of 

flRTHUR BRflNDE:NBURG 
satisfaction said, simply, "That's de
velopment!" 

I had a new vision of what it means 
to be "developed" in East Africa. Here 
was a woman who has mastered the 
skills of a modern, even post modern, 
world (a master's degree in social work 
from the University of Pennsylvania), 
who manages a major program for 
empowering the poorest of the urban 
poor in her country, and yet has never 
lost her identity or fallen into the false 
notion of Western development think
ing that those people (the poor) are 

"Poor people are 
the solution to 

rather than the 
problem of 

economic stagnation 
in Africa." 

anything but the soluti on to the 
problemsofEastAfrica. So, now let me 
try to explain my discovery that poor 
people are the solution to rather than 
the problem of economic stagnation in 
Africa and perhaps here as wel I. 

Tanzania Relatively Stable 

Uganda provided important experi
ences for me as well. But I think 
Tanzania is the most interesting of the 
three countries from a development 
perspective and the one we have the 
most to learn from. It is at a unique 
turning point and I th ink has the best 
chance of taking an alternate route to 
the future rather than following the 
route of Western development think
ing. Uganda is in a state of near 
anarchy; Kenya is (or was, until the 
recent attempted coup) coasting on 
Western investments and loans. Tan
zan ia, on the other hand, is re latively 
stable, and relatively independent of 
outside economic forces. Indeed, th is 
is one of Tanzania's cr it ical prob
lems-because it has a very small 
foreign debt, banks do not have to lend 
it money in order to protect their own 
interests. 

Since the middle of the 19th century 
Tanzania, then known as Tanganyika, 
was a colony, first of Germany and 
then of Great Britain . When Tangan
yika and Zanzibar united in 1964 it 
became Tanzania. German rule was 
especially harsh. Some people bel ieve 
that Tanzanians gave in so read ily to 
the Briti h because they defeated the 
Germans in World War I and that 
anyone who defeated the Germans 
would have been welcome. Brit ish 
rule was little better and Tanzania sti ll 

The three countries I visited, Tanza- struggles with consequences of years 
nia, Kenya, and Uganda, made up the of exploitation and oppression. 
EastAfrican Federation of Nations after Tanzan ia achieved its indepen-
the end of colonial rule. They are the dence relatively peacefully from Brit-
three countries that touch on beautiful ain in 1961. In 1967 President Jul ius 
Lake Victoria. Kenya and Tanzania Nyerere's famous " Arusha Declara-
also have long, sandy shorelines on tion" outlined the principles of social-
the Indian Ocean where the Eastern ist development and the goals of 
side of the huge African continent self-reliance, responsibility, and coop-
curves gently toward the Southwest to erative work which have guided the 
continue for several thousand miles to country through fifteen years of ex-
the Cape. These countries fill a land perimentation. The watchword of the 
area larger than Europe. They are experiment has been " Ujamaa, " a 
incredibly beautiful , rich in all kinds of concept hard to translate into English 
unused natural resources, and popu- and apparently hard to translate into 
lated by people who represent every practical social forms and relation-
kind of society from ancient tribal life ships as well. Ujamaa means some-
to ultra modern urban technology. thing akin to " fam ilyhood." It suggests 

Though ·I concentrate more on that Tanzania can (and must) become 
Tanzania in this report, Kenya and one united family where cooperation 
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"In on importont 
sense, cities like 
Dor-Es-Solo om 

ond Noirobi 
olwoys live off 
of the poor." 

Scene at the Women's Cooperative in Gamani, a squatter's village in Kenya. The cooperative is 
sponsored by the National Christian Council of Kenya. 

and familyhood lead to freedom and 
self-reliance. 

Though there are a number of towns 
scattered around the country-Aru
sha, Dodoma, Moshi, to name a 
few-and the one big city of Dar es 
Sa)aam (Harborof Peace) Tanzania is a 
rural society, 95 percent of whose 
people live in the countryside. Most 
East Africans live in scattered, extend
ed fami ly groupings where as many as 
eight or ten huts make up a family 
dwelling. They are pre-peasant if we 
look at their society from the perspec
ti ve of European history. This 
pre-peasant society was the first chal
lenge to President Nyerere and the 
new independent government of Tan
zania. 

The second challenge was how to 
convert the huge colonial estates that 
had produced coffee , pyrethrum , 
cotton and other commod ities for the 
British Empire, into money-earning 
farms for the new country's economy. 
Throughout East Africa the British had 
built !arge co-operatives that had 
collected and shipped the commodi
ties to England . The problem for 
President Nyerere was to keep what 
had worked and transform it into 
something that promoted economic 
independence instead of colonial de-. 
pendency. Easier said than done. The 
large estates were broken up. Most of 

the big cooperatives have been shut 
down and the cash-earning economy 
has collapsed . 

So, what of the challenge of the 
countrys ide? In order to deliver essen
tial services to the rural areas a policy 
of villagization was started in 1969. 
Between 1969 and 1979 millions of 
people were forced, sometimes at 
gunpoint, to move from their tradi
tional family settlements to govern
ment sponsored Ujamaa villages . 
Ironically, the Tanzania experiment 
was supported by generous commit
ments of foreign aid as though Europe 
and America hoped desperately that 
this bold strategy would work. 

Fatal Errors 

The strategy has not worked . The 
reasons it has not worked are compli
cated, but it is the reasons for the 
failure of this bold experiment that 
provide us with the clues to the fatal 
errors in development thinking. 

First, look at the political process. 
Franz Fanon, in The Wretched of the 
Earth , describes the way the colonial 
elites are replaced by native elites in 
the first phase of the post-colonial 
struggle. This is absolutely true in 
every post-colonial country I've visit
ed (including India and Pakistan) . 

Throughout East Africa, the ruling 
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elite constitute an all-consuming, 
dangerously bloated and corrupt party 
structure and bureaucracy. Again , 
let's focus mainly on Tanzania. While 
there is almost no public debate on 
pol icy questions there is a lot of debate 
within the single political party, the 
Chama Cha Mapinduzi , the party of 
the revolution . Young party members, 
by no means uncritical of the govern
ment, insisted to me that they had 
ample opportunity to debate policy 
questions in party meetings in their 
district. They also insisted that they 
help shape these policies by the way 
they vote and the officials they elect. 

While others disagreed, it is true that 
there is great enthusiasm for the 
Ujamaa vision and great loyalty to 
President Julius Nyerere. Most people 
agree that Nyerere is about the only 
force holding the country together. He 
is a brilliant and charismatic leader. 

Many people believe that Nyerere is 
trapped in his own party and in his 
own bureaucracy. It is cited, for 
example, that when Nyerere approved 
the United Nations study and recom
mendations on the future of coopera
tives, he was vetoed by his own 
colleagues in the party . They see the 
cooperative movement as a counter
vai Ii ng source of political power over 
against the party, especially as cooper
atives gain ground in the industrial 
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sector, and they continue to block the 
passage of a functional , relevant, and 
empowering Cooperatives Act in the 
National Assembly . It is a mistake to 
believe Nyerere can do whatever he 
wants just because he is a brilliant and 
charismatic leader, or to blame him for 
al I the country's problems . The power
lessness of Nyerere only documents 
the extent to which the ruling party and 
bureaucracy constitute an extention of 
colonialism which, in post colonial 
Tanzania, has simply taken on a black 
face . 

There is no question about the 
collapse ofTanzania's attempt to build 
a modern market economy. The crisis 
which has resulted may be illustrated 
in two images. On the one hand we 
see a situation of impending famine 
where perhaps 70 percent of al I 
available staple goods and food is sold 
on the black market; where hard 
currencies bring ten times as much on 
the black market as the official govern
ment rate ; and where there is no 
medicine to treat even the simplest 
infections like conjunctivitis . On the 
other hand we see the image of a rich 
land where the entire country con
sumes only 15 percent of its hydro
electric potential ; where there are 
probably vast underground reservoirs 
of oil ; and, most important of all , 
where only 20 percent of its arable 
land is actually under cultivation. 
Ironically, it is this contrast that keeps 
the future of Tanzania from being 
hopeless. 

Peasants' Revolt 

believe the reality of economic 
collapse and stagnation has deeper 
causes than the world-wide depress
ion or a corrupt and bloated bureau
cracy . I think it has more to do with the 
fundamental power of the rural peo
ple, the 95 percent of the population 
who are peasants, or proto-peasants 
when viewed from the perspective of 
European history. In Tanzania, and 
indeed in much of Africa, rural people 
are pastoral ; they sti 11 control the land . 
The Swedish economist , Goran 
Hyden, in Beyond Ujamaa in Tanza
nia , points out that Africa is the only 
continent where no ruling class has 
ever completely captured the peas
ants. He argues, persuasively I think, 
that this is precisely because these 
African peasants sti 11 control the land. 
Tanzania is locked in a full-scale 
peasants' revolt. 

To understand the power of the 
peasants we must look at their way of 

(Left Top) Kadzo 
Kogo, a Methodist 
who is director of 
the Urban 
Community 
Improvement 
Program for the 
National Christian 
Council of Kenya. 
(Center) A 
cooperative bakery, 
owned by a village 
in Tanzania and 
sponsored by 
USAID. (Below) A 
metal works 
cooperative in 
Dar-es-Salaam. It is 
owned by the 40 
workers and 
manufactures 
kitchen knives. 



Women at the cooperative in Gamani. 

life as based on an alternate economy "An Economy of Affection" 
from the market economy of the West 
which has been adopted by the post Let me illustrate th is point. When I 
colonial elites. In a market economy was in Tanzania the world market 
the purpose of poor people (peasants) price for pyrethrum was about $2 a 
is to produce cash crops which can be kilo, sixteen Tanzanian shillings at the 
collected by government boards of official rate of exchange. ltwascosting 
trade and sold on the world market for the government's pyrethrum board 17 
hard currency which in turn makes it shillings to get a kilo of pyrethrum on 
possible for the ruling class to import the boat for export. So, for every kilo of 
the consumer goods which enable it to pyrethrum sold on the world market 
run a modern, urban society for five Tanzania was losing one shilling, and 
percent of the population. Tanzania the peasants were getting nothing. No 
now spends 60 percent of its foreign wonder the peasants were pulling up 
exchange to buy oil , most of which is pyrethrum bushes and planting bana-
used in its cities . In the rural areas the nas! Without adequate incentives the 
major source of energy for illumina- peasants have reverted to an altogether 
tion is parafin , which is even more different economic system, what 
scarce than petroleum. Cities always Goran Hyden calls " an economy of 
seem to have priorty in a market affection." I have seen people cutting 
economy. In an important sense, down coffee bushes in the Kilimanjaro 
therefore, cities like Dar es Salaam and region to make way for growing crops 
Nairobi always live off the poor. that make sense in an economy where 

The post-colonial market economy the most important thing is taking care 
of Tanzania worked at an increasingly of your extended family and your clan . 
minimal level of productivity as long It is a matter of more than passing 
as the poor people got at least enough interest and significance that in Ugan-
money for their cash crops to buy da where the post-colonial bureaucra-
parafin and foodstuffs they were not cy has collapsed altogether and where 
growing because they were growing the cities and towns are in a state of 
coffee. Recently, mainly because of anarchy, food production in the rural 
the cost of Tanzania's war with Ugan- areas has actually begun to rise; but 
da, the peasants stopped getting any the food is the traditional staple diet of 
compensation whatever. There's jus~ peasant culture, not coffee beans and 
no money to maintain the bureaucra- tea leaves. 
cy, the cities, and the market economy If national policy in East Africa is not 
that was forced on the peasants . reoriented toward peasant society the 
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farmers will continue to revolt by not 
growing cash crops and the economies 
will continue to stagnate until there's 
not enough hard currency to buy 
petroleum to run the cities . In East 
Africa, the poor are not the problem; 
they are the solution to the problem. 

Let me try to recapitulate my thesis 
in a slightly different way and in a way 
that may apply to our situation in 
inner-city and working class America 
as wel I:· peasants wi 11 only accept the 
imposition of a market economy as 
long as incentives to them for giving up 
their own values and culture are seen 
by them as direct and adequate. When 
those incentives become inadequate 
or non-existent, the peasants revolt 
and, to the extent that it is possible, 
revert to the values and economics of 
their own culture . Thus, an imposed 
mar~et economy is replaced by an 
economy of affection. In an economy 
of affection, values of concern, caring, 
and cooperation tend to replace values 
like individual gain and competition. 
Production, barter, and inter-related
ness replace the more formal econom
ic structures of the marketplace. 
Where, as in East Africa, the peasants 
are powerfu I by virtue of control of the 
land and the abundance of uncultivat-

: ed, arable land, the post-colonial 
ruling elite will be virtually powerless 
to enforce the values and structures of 
a market, cash-crop economy. 

I returned from Africa resolved to 
use the term "development" sparingly 
or not at all. Development thinking 
seems always to imply that we are 
developed and that we have a sort of 
copyright on the process whereby 
other people wi 11 develop. To be 
developed often means to consume 
rather than create, and development 
thinking becomes the ideology for yet 
another kind of oppression . 

Perhaps in depression-ridden 
America of the 80s there is a chance for 
those of us who work among poor 
people to build on a re-emerging 
economy of affection where dormant 
values of caring, sharing, and cooper
ation will form the basis of a society 
within a society that can be a first step 
toward getting the whole society 
broken loose from the dead-end con
sumerism that has just about destroyed 
us and now threatens to destroy the 
world. • 

The Rev . Arthur Brandenburg is pastor of 
Calvary United Methodist Church, Phila
delphia, Pa . 



Educating Retarded Children in Chile 

Text and Photos by John Goodwin 

In Santiago, Chile, in what appears to be a 
residential neighborhood, stands an old 

tudor-like house. Standing, protected, 
behind a high hedge row, the house bears 
the sign: "Centro Psicopedagogico Juan 
Wesley." For me, the first part of the name 
was both unpronounceable and 
incomprehensible but the second part spoke, 
as always of Christian mission. To enter the 
John Wesley Center For Retarded Children is 
to leave the impersonal busy rush of a great 
modern city and enter the calm of a home. 

The old house is small and the rooms within 
are smaller still. Yet crowded into those 
bright, cheerful, spotlessly clean little rooms 
special children between the ages of six and 
eighteen are taught and cared for by ski I led 
dedicated teachers. In a supportive 
atmosphere of Christian love and caring a 
vital ministry is being carried on. 

Nat all of the developmentally disabled 
children ministered to at the center 

were born that way. Some became that way 
because of poverty-induced malnutrition. 
Whatever the cause, all of the students need 
diagnostic testing and a carefully designed 
educational program if they are to reach 
their potentials as members of the human 
family. 

The center provides testing and referral 
services, and teacher training programs, as 
well as part time and full time educational 
and vocational programs for developmentally 
disabled children and young people. There 
are both boarding and day students in the 
program. Full time students usually number 
in the twenties but the impact of the center, 
because of it's range of programs, is much 
wider. 

Director of Centro Psicopedagogico Juan Wesley (John Wesley Center for Retarded Children) in Santiago, Chile, is highly respected Dr. 
Hu., Ortiz Quezada. 





Currently the John Wesley Center For 
Retarded Children is involved in a new 
building program for which Advance Special 
funds have been requested from The United 
Methodist Church in the U.S. With 
construction already underway, the new 
buildings, located adjacent to and behind 
the present building, will include 
classrooms, boys and girls dormitories, 
dining and kitchen facilities, rehabilitation 
gymnasium and workshop, and 
administrative offices. The entire program 
will be enriched and expanded. Workshops 
will provide vocational training so that 
school alumni will be able to become 
economically productive members of society. 

Psychological and emotional support is even 
more important to the developmentally 
disabled. At the John Wesley Center For 
Retarded Children, that support is given in a 
warm Christian loving ministry. Because of 
the work of the center children whose lives 
might have been wasted wi 11 have the 
chance to lead productive and fullfilled 
lives. Chile will be richer for having their 
talents; the human family will be richer 
having their full participation. 







THE: CHURCH AND 
HE:AL TH CARE: car~ 

~e skyrocketing costs of medical I ~nd health care have been a 
source of worry and frustration both in 
Washington, where the Carter and 
Reagan administrations have struggled 
unsuccesfully with the problem, and 
to citizens around the nation . Recent 
statisti cs give a vivid picture of the 
costs of health services: 

JOHN JUITICE: 

In 1965, the per capita spending for 
health care services was $211 ; in 
1981 , it was $1225. 

Health care costs increased tenfold 
si nee 1 960, leaping from $2 7 bi 11 ion to 
$275 billion in 1981 . 

Health care expenditures will soon 
constitute 10 percent of the Gross 
National Product. 
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The worrisome statistics can be 
piled as high as one likes : $118 bill ion 
in hospital bills in 1981 , $54 .8 bill ion 
in physicians' services, $24 .2 billion 
in nursing homes, with all three of 
these categories more than doubl ing 
during 1975-1981 . 

" Disturbing" data, says Richard S. 
Schweiker, former head of the U.S. 
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Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

"The message in these statistics, " 
said Secretary Schweiker, " is that the 
policies of the past are continuing to 
bring us health cost increases well 
above the rate of inflation. The cost of 
health care rose an average of 13. 9 
annually from 1976-81 . 

Why? What factors are fueling the 
upward spiral? Economist Daniel 
Waldo, co-author of the survey, allo
cated responsibility in this way: 

Inflation: 70 percent. It is indisput
able that health care providers are 
subject to the inflationary pressures of 
the larger economy. 

Increase in population: 10 percent. 
That is, part of the total increase is 
because more people are receiving 
more services. 

Increase in the number of aging 
people : 20 percent. Older people 
necessarily require more health care 
services. 

The Church's Position 

Are we then to conclude that 
these three factors-being demonstr
ably true and adding up, in Mr. 
Waldo's figuring, to 100 percent of the 
15 percent jump in expenditures in the 
last year-indicate that there is noth
ing to be done about the pressure 
which all of us feel regarding paying 
for the health or ourselves and our 
families? 

Not at all. While church persons 
who are concerned and knowledge
able about this problem agree that 
costs are rising (and already present 
average families with terribly difficult 
decisions regarding health) and are not 
likely to suddenly undergo a down
ward shift, there is also a consensus 
that the church-from the General 
Conference down to each local con
gregation and its members-can exert 
a helping, counteracting influence in a 
number of ways. 

The abundant life to which humans 
are called implies a spiritual, mental, 
emotional and physical wholeness. 
The church's wholistic ministry of 
healing is set forth in the Health Care 
Delivery Policy adopted by the 1980 
General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. The first-stated 
principle and goal of that policy is: 

" All people should be entitled to a 
basic benefit package of preventive 
and health care services. We reject 
any notion of dual standards of care. " 

The costs of health care services are 
addressed specifically in the policy, 
which urges alternative systems of 
reimbursement of costs, such as the 
comprehensive fixed-fee method of 
Health Maintenance Organizations 
(HMOs); reforms in existing health 
insurance plans to provide all-inclu
sive service plans with public funding; 
reimbursement plans that build in 
incentives for cost-efficient provision 
of services; and others. 

"What that policy statement in
tended," says Lou Blair, a retired chief 
executive officer of St. Luke's Method
ist Hospital, Cedar Rapids, Iowa "was 
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to manifest the church's concern for its 
role as a healing ministry. It also 
sought to suggest substantive ways the 
problems, including costs, can be 
dealt with, so that all people can 
maintain their health." Mr. Blair was a 
member of the committee which 
drafted the 1980 policy statement. 

What About HMOs? 

"Despite the crisis in health care 
costs facing the country today, there 
are some encouraging signs, one of 
which is the continued growth and 
development of viable alternatives to 
the traditional fee-for-service system 
of medical care," observed the Group 
Health Association of America in their 
most recent annual report . /1 More than 
10 million people were enrolled in 
HMOs (health maintenance organiza-

tions, I ike the Kaiser plan) by the end of 
1981, benefitting from both compre
hensive health services and virtually 
first dollar coverage for those services. 
(That) enrollment base could rise to 
close to 25 million by 1990." 

Don Cordes, president and chief 
executive officer of the 710-bed Iowa 
Methodist Medical Center in Des 
Moines, adds : " HMOs have yet to 
prove themselves, and there are ques
tions about quality and economic 
viability of HMOs if the entire country 
were served by them." 

Mr. Cordes points out that although 
the fixed-premium system of HMOs is 
attractive as a means of putting a 
"ceiling" on the costs of services, that 
present HMO's are not generally 
enrolling the high-risk, older popula
tion who would be part of the group 
served in a national program. 

Both Mr. Blair and Mr. Cordes-and 
virtually everyone who has studied the 
problem-say that the overriding need 
is to replace the present constellation 
of health care payment systems with 
something that is organized compre
hensively, sensibly and within the 
ability of people to pay. At present 
there is no single health care system. 
Instead, there are Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield, Medicare and Medicaid . There 
are local , community and regional 
clinics, hospitals and medical centers 
not built and run according to a 
comprehensive plan, but arising from 
the needs and desires of thousands of 
individual communities. 

"It's fragmented," says Mr. Cordes, 
" There are lots of providers and they' re 
not interrelated. It's not cost-efficient. 
Without in any way decrying the smal I 
hospital-the reassuring local clinics 
and emergency services-there are 
too many smal I hospitals, and the 
needs of Cost and service would be 
better served by fewer and larger 
hospitals. " 

And, Mr. Cordes points out, health 
care is an emotionally loaded issue. 

An Emotional Overlay 

Mr. Cordes say : " It's so complicated 
because of the emotional overlay. It 
just isn' t right, in the minds of many 
people and according to our mores, 
not to do everything that can be done 
for people's medical and health needs. 
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(Above) A patient at the Princeville Cl inic, Peoria, Ill. (Below) A nurse at Memphis 
Methodist Hospital, Memphis, Tenn. 

Our assumption in American society 
has always been that we will do 
whatever we can for people, no matter 
what the cost. There's an analogy here 
with education, in which we have 
unti l recently never dreamed of deny
ing education to anyone, whether for 
the physically handicapped or men
tally or emotionally affected people 
with needs for special education." 

No one suggests that costs alone 
determine which facilities and ser
vices should exist, because of the 
human factor. If costs were the sole 
factor, the Reverend Jimmy Ormond of 
Clinton, Mississippi, might not be 
involved, as he is, in a $17 million 
fundraising drive to add 40 beds and 
an operating suite for adults with 
severe physical traumas. Mr. Ormond 
is chaplain of the Mississippi Method
ist Rehabilitation Center, whose pa
tients are about one-half victims of 
spinal cord injuries, plus persons with 
stroke, severe arthritis, amputation 
and head injuries. 

" We built the center in 1975, 
primarily through a $7 million govern
ment grant," Ormond says. " 8ut that 
kind of money isn't available now." 

He calls the financial burden on the 
patients' fam ilies "incredible," be
cause of the need for intensive care 
that may be required for years. " It's 
simply catastrophic, and what we 
need is a comprehensive national 
program for this sort of illness, it 
doesn't matter what kind of insurance 
our patients have, it eventually plays 
out," he says. 

But there is no such national pro
gram, and Mr. Ormond says consider
able ingenuity is required to meet the 
'needs of the current patient load of 60 
persons. He is helping organize a 
Senior Citizens Day Care Program for 
elderly people who otherwise would 
be left unattended during the day; 
when a patient leaves the rehabilita
tion unit, he tries to make advance 
arrangements in the patient's commu
nity-through the church or other
wise-for necessary post-institutional 
care ("This is so very important. If 
commun ity help isn't there, it defeats 
the gains the patient makes in the 
center," he says) ; and he travels 
throughout the state call ing upon local 
churches and their members to volun
teer nursing care, construction of 
building ramps for wheelchair pa
tients, and other help. 

Mr. Ormond's thoughts inevitably 
return to present reimbursement poli 
cies: 

" Many insurance carriers specifical-
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ly exclude rehabil itation centers be
cause they don't meet the definition of 
a hospital , and thi s comes as a terrible 
surprise to patients and families . So I 
suggest everybody carefu I ly check 
their insurance policies to see exactly 
what they cover. 

" But I want to say that individual 
contributions, even if they might seem 
like a small thing in the face of the 
needs, mean so much. Church people 
and community members give time 
and care that's worth a million dollars. 
If the church community is a caring 
community, as we believe it is, then 
the church should be willing to 
aggressively look for ways to help 
people in need." 

Because the present ways in which 
health care services are provided are 
costly and unlikely to be radically 
changed overnight , Ormond and 
many others stress that the point at 
which something can be done to 
contain health care costs is not neces
sarily within a hospital. Instead, a 
philosophy of " wellness"- to which 
the UMC is committed-recurs across 
the country under various names: 
wholistic medicine, preventive medi
cine, family health care. And Jack 
Hahn, recently retired president and 
chief executive of a large hospital in 
Indianapolis, points to hospital-based 
wellness programs as a proven way of 
promoting affordable health care. 

Hospitals as Helpers in Cost Savings 

The Methodist Hospital of Indianap
olis is one of 25 hospitals in the nation 
with more than 1100 beds, and Hahn 
explains that his hospital is subject to 
the same cost pressures of hospita ls 
everywhere : Capital costs are rising 
and most likely will continue to do so. 
The wages paid hospital employees 
are being brought in line with those 
paid professionals with similar educa
tion and training in other fields . The 
near-miracles of high technology 
medicine are expensive. And, gen
erally, inpatients are given more in
tensive care than formerly. 

"Hospitals are all very cost-con
scious, " Hahn says, " and we are also 
very conscious of wellness as a cost 
containment measure. For the last ten 
years here at Methodist, we have 
operated a wellness program designed 
to promote lifestyles that avoid sick
ness and injury. " 

The hospital administers to outpa
tients a Health Hazards Appraisal 
Profile which, by assessing a person's 
lifestyle (smoking, alcohol and drug 

consumption, weight, exerc ise and 
other factors), serves to assess the 
person's life expectancy. " It's called 
prospective medicine," Hahn says. 
" We do it with all of our employees 
and make the program available to 
local industries, and a number of other 
hospitals in the area are running health 
education programs." 

Hahn says, " The hospital and the 
church are very close. The church's 
mission is to preach, teach and heal , 
and one way the church can do th is is 
through the hospital. " 

Wholistic Medicine
Theory and Practice 

Lifestyle . Preventive medic ine . 
Wholistic med ic ine. These are impor
tant objectives stated by the church
the Health Care Delivery Policy urges 
"the development of wholistic health 
centers within the context of the 
church's ministry." A leader in thi s is 
Dr. Granger Westberg, director of the 
University of Illinois Wh.olistic Health 
Center, the church 's national program 
for this type of health care. 

As Dr. Westberg describes it, a 
wholistic health center can be thought 
of as a clinic which specializes in 
stress, that pervasive malady of I ife in 
the late 20th century. 

("Stress and Your Health" , one of 
five booklets in the Partners in Care 
series published by the Health and 
Welfare Ministries Divi sion of the 
United Methodist General Board of 

Monitoring heartbeats at the 
Deaconess Hospital, Billings, 
Montana. 

"The neor-mirocles 
of high technology 

medicine ore . ,, 
expensive. 
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..... 
Checking on records at Billings' Deaconess Hospital . 

Global Ministries, says : " Now that 
nearly all major infectious and com
municable diseases are under contro l, 
we must face the new medical real ity; 
most disease and death under seventy 
is now induced by the way we 
behave.") 

Writing of his work at the church
based wholistic cli nic in Hinsdale, Ill. , 
Dr. Westberg says, " The doctor knows 
he can't get bodi ly systems functioning 
properly agai n until the person's atti
tude toward life is made congruent 
with reality .. . A person's health is 
affected by how he copes with success 
and failure, how he views himself in 
relation to his fellow men, and by what 
he thinks about his own nature and 
destiny. " 

The organic link between the 
church and health care is made clear 
in wholistic centers such as the Who
listic Health Center of Woodridge 
United Methodist Church in Woo
dridge, 111. , and the Health Enrichment 
Program of the Shepherd Center, of 
Kansas City, Mo. , the latter a project of 

the Central United Method ist Church . 
Dr. Westberg puts the case for the 

church as a health agency in persua
sive terms : Ch urches, he says, " have 
been keeping people healthier for 
centuries by giving deeper mean ing to 
life; by providing a place to worship 
God in the midst of a caring fellowship 
of friends." 

This same philosophy of the church 
as a provider of care for its people 
underlies the growi ng hospice move
ment, in w hich term inally ill patients 
are given volunteer care in the ir homes 
or in hospice centers to assuage the 
pain (as well as providi ng fam ily 
logistical help, financial planning ser
vices, and counsel ing) that occurs 
during the process of dying. 

The Responsibility for Health Care 

Systemic changes are needed to 
forestall the mounting costs of health 
care. So long as we operate under a 
system whereby a third party- private 
health insurers , governm ent pro -
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grams, philanthropic agencies, indus
try-pay the provider for the health 
care services, w ith no structural in
centives to keep costs w ithin a rea
sonable lim it, there's no reason to 
expect anything very different from the 
existing situat ion : A $67 bi llion Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield national bill in 
1981 , $103 billion worth of services 
paid for by various government pro
grams. 

The UMC's Health Care Del ivery 
Policy urges that ind ividual Method
ists recognize the need for fundamen
tal changes in the delivery and financ
ing of health services and, beyond 
that, urges that church organizations 
work for adoption of a national , 
comprehensive health care pol icy 
consonant w ith the church 's princ i
ples and goals-a basic benefit pack
age for all , information wh ich people 
need to accept responsib ility for pro
tecting their own health, and a recog
nition by planners and providers of 
health care of the religious and spirit
ual elements involved . 

On the ind ividual , here-and-now 
level , each church member should 
protect one's own health and that of 
families and community members. 
The Partners in Care booklets provide 
pract ical information on smoking 
risks, nutrition, stress, drinking, drugs, 
exercise. These provide working in
formation for exercising Christian re
spons ibi lity for a healthy life style . 
Some 45,000 of each of the 6 booklets 
have already been sent in response to 
requests from UMC members. 

And in each community, there are 
opportunities to work toward creat ion 
of appropr iate programs and re
sources : hospices, whol istic centers, 
wellness programs, day care centers 
(including senior citizens centers such 
as the M issi ssippi model ), and HMOs. 

Much needs to be done, and each 
church member can do his or her part. 
The imperative to do so is stated in 
" You Bet Your Life" -a prospective 
med icine test described in one of the 
five Partners in Care booklets. 

" The gospel is a proclamation of 
who leness, " provides a starting place 
for thought on the topic of individual 
responsibility in this area . And , finally : 

" Your life ... and death ... is impor
tant not only to you and your fam ily. It 
is also important to the community of 
fa ithful around you , and ulti mately to 
God." • 

John Justice is a free-lance w riter. 
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"We cannot afford to build two nations within the same territorial 
boundaries . . . one rich, educated ... and the other, which constitutes the 
majority of the population, poor and illiterate." 
-From The Common Man's Charter, a declaration by students at Makerere 

University, Uganda, 1970. 

lntermedla Fights llllteracy 

Imagine, for a moment, that you 
woke up this morning illiterate. During 
the night you somehow lost the ability 
to read , write and count. 

As an illiterate, how would you care 
for yourself, or get around, or send and 
receive information beyond the range 
of your voice and ears? 

You would probably learn to survive 
in time, after a fashion. But even if you 
did adapt to your plight, illiteracy 
would remain a severe handicap in the 
modern world. 

For illiteracy in the twentieth cen
tury neccessarily means dependency. 
In a world increasingly dependent on 
information itself, those who are un
able to comprehend or produce writ
ten language will simply fall subject to 
those who can. 111 iterates are unable to 
fully control their destinies because 
they cannot participate effectively in 
the economic or political life of their 

Ernest B. Boynton, Jr. 

societies. Opportu nities for explo ita
tion and manipulation abound under 
such conditions. 

simply cannot keep up. 
What, then, can be made of the hard 

fact that illiterates number 800 mil
lion? This is the total-more than 
one-third of the world 's adult popula
tion-of illiterates in 1982. 

Illiterates inadvertently become a 
drain on the resources of others . Lack 
of numerical ability in particular 
places a near impenetrable barrier 
around their income-earning ability. What Is Illiteracy? 
Procedures that others take for granted Illiteracy is: 
(because they can read instructions) " Many millions of people who, 
require long, time-consuming expla- because they are illiterate, are left 
nations. They are thus less readily aside in the socio-economic develop-
equipped to learn new skills, change ment of the world and their countries, 
out-moded approaches or compre- the victims of an abiding discrimina-
hensively analyze problems. Resultant tion which condemns them to a life of 
inferiority feelings can be particularly ignorance, " reports Pope Pau I VI. 
destructive, serving as a drag on their A declining percentage of the 
well -being, happiness and productivi- world's population, but a growing 
ty. And as the quantity of information number of men and women . 
available in society continues to ex- Over one-quarter of adults in Co-
plode and technology leaps forward, lombia, overthree-quartersofadults in 
illiterates become increasingly subject Algeria, over one-half of adults in 
to the cruel isolation of those who Turkey and some 10 percent of adu lts 

New World Outlook • March 1983 [127) 31 



, . 

\ 
• 

32 

"The over-all 
aim of adult 

literacy now is 
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in the U .S. are illiterate. 
Particularly widespread among 

women . Of adult men, 28 percent are 
illiterate; the figure for women is 40.3 
percent. 

Thirteen million more Indian illiter
ates in 1961 than in 1951, 23 million 
more in 1970 than in 1961 , and 46 
million more in 1980 than in 1970. 

Illiteracy, then, is more than a 
violation of the right of all to educa
tion . Illiteracy threatens the quality of 
life and is a universal problem in 
today' s interrelated world . 

Throughout its history the Christian 
Church has been increasingly con
cerned that people have the opportu
nity for education. From the earliest 
days of the modern missionary move
ment, Christian missionaries in every 
land have emphasized the need for 
education . The United Methodist 
Church has long helped in literacy 
programs in other lands and in the 
United States. 

United Methodism is involved in 
this emphasis for the purpose of 
witnessing, reports Doris E. Hess, 
executive secretary, Personnel Devel
opment and Communications, World 
Division, General Board of Global 
Ministries. " Our responsibility with 
national leadership and missionaries is 
to help open men's eyes to God-and 
to help people use literacy as a tool to 
change their lives." 
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lntermedia Coordinates 

Coordinating the literacy efforts of 
U .S. churches today is lntermedia, an 
agency of the National Counci I of 
Churches. With funding from over 20 
Protestant denominations, including 
United Methodism, and other Chris
tian organizations, lntermedia pro
vides financial assistance to some 30 
projects spread over three continents . 

Whereas the aim of traditional 
church literacy has been to provide the 
learner with certain skills for reading 
the Bible and hymnals, the over-all 
aim of adult literacy now is to expand 
the learner's whole approach to the 
world . 

" A Christian literacy program 
should equip the new literate to 
recognize, understand and subject to 
critical analysis the reasons behind 
their actions, whether these actions 
performed at work, at home, in the 
community or in other settings," 
explains lntermedia Director David 
Briddell , a United Methodist minister. 
"It should prepare one to adapt to a life 
of constant change in which traditions, 
customs and beliefs are being chal
lenged without causing loss of iden
tity ." 

Persons are powerless if they cannot 
control their future development be
cause they do not have a system of 
writing and calculations which is truly 
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their own . " Many countries of the 
world are beginning to understand this 
and are beginning to conduct a 
massive literacy campaign before em
barking on major political , economic 
or social transformations," Dr. Brid
dell says. 

In Nicaragua, one of the first steps 
taken by the new government, after the 
overthrow of the Somoza regime, was 
to establish a national campaign 
which would involve all the people 
working with one another to eradicate 
i 11 iteracy and strengthen the aware
ness-conviction of the people con
cerning their role in the reconstruction 
of the country. Since the crusade was 
launched, the nation's literacy rate 
increased from 45 to 87 percent. 

In Haiti , lntermedia supports a 
Christian group that has not only 
taught thousands of people to read and 
write, but has successfully pressured 
the government to change the nation's 
official language from French to Cre
ole, the native tongue of its citizens. 
Everyone speaks the language, but 
only a small minority can read and 
write Creole. The task is significant 
and the church will provide significant 
leadership and resources for this na
tional effort. 

In Egypt, the Coptic Evangelical 
Organization for Social Services, also 
a recipient of church grants, has 
developed a comprehensive approach 
that includes literacy, health care, 
hygiene, child care and even self-help 
construction projects to build roads, 
nurseries and the like. 

In some areas of Africa, literacy 
workers have succeeded in establish
ing local rural presses which devote 
much of their work to newly literate 
readers. 

In all church-supported adult basic 
education programs, the majority of 
the participants are women . The pro
grams are emphasizing skill develop
ment as well as literacy. " They are 
enabling women to participate in more 
renumerative and stimulating eco
nomic activities, " explains lnterme
dia' s former Adult Basic Education 
Director Kristin McNamara. " The ma
terials being developed by the Literacy 
Bureau, in Sierra Leone, attempt to 
help women in their health, nutrition, 
and family responsibilities ." 

Grasping the Opportunity 

There are no instant solutions to 
reducing global illiteracy. The full use 
of this specialized ministry will de
pend upon how quickly we grasp the 

opportunity-
Fi rst, to establish literacy as a 

priority in the mission and ministries of 
the church . 

Second, to provide new literates 
with an adequate " literature" leading 
them to independent and significant 
reading. 

Third , to encourage governmental 
agencies, domestic and overseas, to 
develop the political commitment and 
mobilize the resources needed to 
intensify the struggle against global 
illiteracy. 

Fourth, to provide significant in
creases in financial and other re
sources to enable more support to 
governments and national church 
agencies engaged in literacy training 
in overseas countries . 

Fifth, to encourage United Method
ist missionary undertakings to make 
literacy training an integral part of any 
economic and social development 
programs undertaken. • 

Ernest B. Boynton,Jr., is assistant profes
sor in journali sm and Engli sh at City 
College in New York. 
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''Reaching Back 
and Moving Forward'' 

at Atlanta's 
Bethlehem Center 

The old Bethlehem Center building 
in Atlanta, Ga., had been burglar

ized several times, most tragically one 
night in January, 1982 when it sat 
dormant because of a snowstorm. 
Vandals went through ripping up files, 
throwing paint against the walls, 
taking materials and equipment, and 
leaving a painful sight for the elderly 
who returned the next morning. 

However, the victims were surpris
ingly resilient in the face of this 
catastrophe, according to the center's 
director. They knew they would soon 
be moving into their new building, 
closer to their homes; it was something 
to look forward to . So they just came 
in, picked up what was left, repaired 
what they could and resumed their 
hopefu I preparations. 

It was indeed a lesson for the 
31-year-old director, Gwentlolyn 
Loucas. She came to Bethlehem six 
years ago as an unemployed teacher 
working in the Comprehensive Em
ployment Training Act (CETA) pro
gram. Now she spends part of her days 
out in meetings discussing the needs 
and progress of the center, but returns 
to share meals, activities and conver
sation with its members. 
. " The patience and enthusiasm of 

these people-it's really rubbed off on 
me, " she said. "They had lived 
through worse tragedies than that 
burglary-for example, the Depress
ion. But they were full of anticipation 
about moving in here and that wasn't 
going to stop them." 

John W. Coleman, Jr. 

the old facility, which was built over 
26 years ago to house youth prbgrams, 
she would have lunch on the bottom 
floor and then have to climb the stairs 
to the activities room. The inconven
ience and the location, a high-crime 
area, hindered participation for many 
of the seniors. 

First Founded in 1944 

That building had been erected to 
replace the original Bethlehem Center 
which was founded in 1944 by the 
Women's Division of Christian Service 
of The Methodist Church to house 
children 's programs in a former Clark 
College dorm itory. In 1967 the center 
merged with Wesley House and be
came a part of Wesley Community 
Centers, Inc ., which still receives 
almost half of its support from the 
National Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries and from 
local United Methodist Women and 
churches. Wesley Community Centers 
shifted its programmatic focus in 1973 
from youth to the elderly and neigh
borhood development. Although it did 
retain the valuable youth-oriented 

Camp Wesley program, it was, none
theless, responding to a surplus of 
youth programs in the city and to a 
growing but neglected population of 
aged poor in south Atlanta. 

The new Bethlehem Center cost 
over $400,000 when it opened last 
February. It is located only one-half 
mile from the previous site, but Ms. 
Dodson and others have found it to be 
both more convenient and better 
protected. The squat, tan, cinderbrick 
building with a triple-tiered roof ap
pears, at first glance, peculiarly mod
ern in the midst of weary but well-kept 
homes owned by elderly families on 
fixed incomes. Yet, it not only blends 
with its surroundings but seems to 
uplift them . Because it is the first new 
piece of construction in this communi
ty in almost 30 years, and because it 
directly serves the needs of those who 
live around it, the building has be
come, in the words of one proud 
resident, "I ike a garden in the commu
nity." Its neighbors watch over it, not 
hesitating to call the police when they 
see loiterers, according to Gussie 
Terrell , the stocky, amiable activity 

Veteran Gertrude Dodson called it 
another example of " reaching back 
and moving foward," the often quoted 
theme that emerged from a recent 
African-American Harambee Festival 
at the center. The quiet Ms. Dodson, 
who at 70 can still jig a fancy step 
when the music is playing, said th_e 
new single-level building is easier to 
get to and easier to move around 
in-two necessary improvements. In 

Gwendolyn Loucas (far right) helps celebrate the 85th birthday of Anna Davis (center) with 
Ms. Davis' daughter, granddaughter and great granddaughter and a Japanese visitor. 
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supervisor who cheerfully appoints 
herself " the bouncer." A retired men's 
group has even planted shrubbery 
around the building and holds weekly 
meetings there . 

Inside, one finds bright colors and 
open, well-used space that includes 
activity rooms, classrooms, a fully
equipped kitchen and offices . Mem
bers Ii ne the ledges with plants brought 
from home. Colorful pennants bearing 
members' names, striking posters de
picting " The Great Kings of Africa," 
and various other decorations adorn 
the walls, including the orange " Great 
Wall of Bethlehem." Most prominent
ly displayed , however, are those 
words again, " Reaching Back and 
Moving Forward. " 

" Like Home to Us" 

An average of 65 members, from an 
enrollment of near ly 250, gather dai ly 
around tables in the dining/assembly 
area that dominates the center. They 
hobnob with each other, discussing 
kinfolk, recent doctor visits (diabetes 
and high blood pressure are common), 
church events, unfaded memories and 
upcoming activities at the center. In 
the adjoining game room , some 
quietly play bi l liards and bingo while 
four regulars chatter through fast 
games of bidwhist. Women move 
about the crafts area talking and 
helping each other prepare vivid , 
carefully-sewn, lap comforters . 
Meanwhile, a long table exhibits 
smooth, painted ceramic sculptures 
and other art work . 

" This is like home to most of us . We 
can come here and be together and 
learn some things, " Ms. Dodson 
explained. W hen the hot lunches 
arrive, provided by an elderly services 
agency through government Title Il l 
funds, she joins other volunteers in the 
kitchen. As the room begins to fill up 
and stir with anticipation, they dili
gently prepare and distribute trays of 
food to those who have notified the 
center in advance of their coming. 
Other volunteers deliver lunches to 
about 50 "homebound" persons 
through Wesley Community Centers' 
Meals-on-Wheels program. Those 
home-bound seniors also receive ma
terials and assistance for their arts and 
crafts projects at home. 

Since moving, the center has been 
able to provide its users with basic 
education through an assortment of 
classes. Joyce Miller, an adult educa
tion instructor in the Atlanta school 
system, and several volunteers come 

in weekly to teach reading and basic 
math. Equipped with lesson plans, 
they also conduct classes in consumer 
education, current events, combatting 
ageism and building self-esteem . 
Medical students have visited the 
center to take blood pressure readings 
and share information on elderly 
health care . Representatives from 
Legal Aid Services, though threatened 
by federal budget cutbacks, still come 
when called to assist with legal affairs . 

Many of the seniors also look 
forward to field trips that have taken 
them to Daytona Beach , Fla ., Ashe
ville, N .C. , and annually to Camp 
Wesley for a weekend . They make 
occasional visits to local nursing 

"This is like 
home to us. 

We can come here 
and be together 

and learn 
some things." 

(Below) Voluntee rs Charles Hill 
and Geneva Harris prepa re lunch 
trays for the Seniors group. 
(Bottom) Seniors and Japanese 
visito rs have lunch. 
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homes, bearing their lap comforters as 
gifts. Those visits, according to Ms. 
Terrell, offer them a positive view of 
life in those institutions and may avert 
fears of eventual residence there. 

Bethlehem itself frequently receives 
visitors, including groups wanting to 
tour a model activity center, pol it i
cians in search of votes, and business 
representatives seeking potential cus
tomers but also bringing with them 
useful information on skin care, nutri
tion , funeral benefits and so on . 
Undoubtedly, the most exciting recent 
visit was from an African-sty le dance 
troupe that highlighted the African 
American Festival last October. Danc
ers and drummers performed and 
taught " Afroebics" to the members 
and visitors, who also viewed a film 
and a display of instruments, textiles 
and artifacts from the continent. 

For four months, the seniors them
selves had fervently prepared for their 
festival, according to Mary Vismale, a 
staff member involved in outreach. 
She haq contacted black colleges, 
churches, the Nigerian consulate in 
Atlanta and other sources for informa
tion . The seniors had done research 
and planning, brought in plants and 
constructed artific ial palm trees for 
their tropical setting. It was a chance 
for them to manifest their theme, 
" reaching back and moving forward" 
into a new appreciation of their 
African heritage. 

"Performs Needed Service" 

from the agency, residents have been 
able to : 

secure $155 ,000 in community 
development grants from the city to 
alleviate drainage problems in a public 
housing complex; 

establish a pharmacy in a poor 
neighborhood with a large elderly 
population; 

coordinate a housing repair project 
in a dilapidated area for over a year; 

relocate 128 families in new apart
ments, after they were displaced by 
rapid rail construction . 

The challenge south Atlanta resi
dents now face is ending the disuse 
and misuse of their land . There are 
several unsafe vacant lots in one 
community, in contrast to a lack of 
single-family housing. In addition, a 
few trucking firms needing space are 
occupying those lots, thereby "en
croaching" on the land, according to 
Wesley Community Centers assistant 
director Betty Thompson. 

The residents have responded by 
forming the South Atlanta Land 
Trust, lnc.(SALT). With the help of 
Clark College and the Lutheran Re
sources Center, they are seeking funds 
to buy the land in their communities so 
that they can determine its use. That 
power of neighborhood self-determi
nation may resu It in the non-profit 
construction of low incoming housing 
or in the establishment of a needed 
supermarket in one southwest Atlanta 
neighborhood , according to Ms. 
Thompson . 

Camp Wesley, located just outside 
It was also an important part of of Atlanta, offers a similar type of 

Bethlehem's three-fold purpose, ac- responsibility to disadvantaged inner-
cording to Doris Alexander, who has city youth . Up to 200 children , ages 
directed Wesley Community Centers 8-12, spend 10-day sessions each 
for 10 years. summer learning the same basic 

"This center performs a needed values found at the Bethlehem Center: 
service to the people here," she fellowship, self-esteem and educa-
explained. " It gives them a chance to tion. A Wesley Centers brochure 
fellowship with each other and get out describes hiking, crafts, games, devo-
of the house for a while. Some of them tions and other activities as helping 
would otherwise be sitting at home campers build trusting relationships 
doing nothing. But this place helps with their peers and counselors and a 
them feel important and useful, espe- healthy appreciation for nature. 
cially the volunteers who prepare and A current Wesley Centers proposal 
deliver meals. And, of course, the also seeks to build trusting relation-
classes enrich them with skills and ships between south Atlanta high 
responsibility ." school youth and their elderly neigh-

Clearly, the other two major pro- bors by joining them in an " lntergen-
grams of Wesley Community Centers erational Lifelong Learning Program. " 
have similar goals. Through neighbor- The two groups now compose a 
hood development, innner-city south majority of the population in that area 
Atlanta residents are empowered to but are in constant conflict, according 
improve the quality of life in their to the proposal, because of their 
communities by taking responsibility limited resources and skills. The pro-
for leadership and planning. With the gram would bring them, particularly 
help of a neighborhood developer slow-learners, into the Bethlehem 
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Celebrating Anna Davis' birthday 
during lunch. 

Center to learn " survival skills" in 
literacy, communication , interper
sonal relations , consumer math , 
problem-solving, goal-setting, use of 
leisure time and resources, and so on. 

Meanwhile, the youth and seniors 
would " bridge their gap" by combin
ing their experiences and developir.g 
an awareness of each other's worth . 
Ideally, a "bartering services net
work" would foster interdependence, 
while "dispelling prejudices ... each 
group may be harboring toward the 
other," according to the proposal. 
Eventually, the program, co-spon
sored by Wesley Centers, local high 
schools and the University of Georgia 
Adult Continuing Education Depart
ment, might link unrelated individuals 
into family groups. 

Ironically, both the Bethlehem Cen
ter and its elderly users would be 
reaching back, through their involve
ment with youth , into what they once 
were. Perhaps they would encounter 
those who vandalized their former 
home. But most importantly, the 
center would be moving both groups 
forward-through fellowship, inter
dependence, self-esteem and basic 
education-into more fulfilling lives. 

• 
John W . Coleman, Jr., is acti ng editor of 

NOW, a monthly newspaper published by 
Black Methodists for Church Renewal. 
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New Hope in Dork Times 
For the World's Children 

Four breakthroughs could soon be 
saving the lives of 20,000 chil

dren a day. On present trends, the 
proportion of the world 's children 
living in malnutrition and ill-health-a 
proportion which has been steadily 
declining since the end of World War 
II-will remain about the same at the 
end of this century as it is today. 
Meanwhile the absolute number of 
malnourished children in the world 
wi 11 increase by 30 per cent. 

In response to this worsening posi
tion, UNICEF this year has been 
distilling down its own 36-year experi
ence and consulting with international 
authorities to try to find ways of 
streamlining the development effort in 
order to maintain progress for the 
world's children against the headwind 
of world recession. Our overall con
clusion is that the deepening of the 
present crisis is now matched by the 
arising of new opportunities on an 
equal if not greater scale. 

Oral Rehydration 

The first and most important break
through is the discovery of oral rehy
dration therapy (ORT), described by 
The Lancet, a leading British medical 

Oral Rehydration 

Jomes Grant 

journal , as " potentially the most im
portant medical advance of thi s cen
tury." 

By far the biggest si ngle cause of 
death among the world ' s children is 
the dehydration caused by diarrhoeal 
infections. In approximately five mil
lion cases a year, diarrhoea leads to 
sudden and severe dehydration which 
drains away up to 15 per cent of the 
child ' s body weight. At that point, 
death is only hours away. Previously 
the only treatment has been i ntrave
nous feeding administered by quali
fied nurses or doctors in expensively 
equipped hospitals or medical cen
ters. With the discovery of ORT, 
dehydration can now be treated by a 
mixture of sugar, salt and water 
administered by the mothef in the 
child's own home. The ORT break
through is based on the discovery that 
glucose accelerates the body's ab
sorption of solute and water. In 
practice, that means that eight tea
spoonful Is of sugar added to one of salt 
in a litre of boiled and cooled water 
makes ' rehydration by dri nking' an 
effective treatment for most diarrhoeal 
infections. 

To make that discovery relevant to 
those who need it most, every avail-

able channel-from the hospital to the 
corner shop-will have to be used to 
promote cheap packets of oral rehy
dration salts or to let mothers know 
how to make and use the home-made 
version . Only an inexcusable lack of 
national and international w il l can 
prevent the bringing of ORT's benefits 
tothevastmajority ofchildren in need . 

The second breakthrough is the 
development of a more heat-stable 
measles vaccine w hich has effectivel y 
extended the reach of immun izati on. 
In the developing world , measles kills 
an estimated one and one-half mill ion 
young children a year. 

Immunization costs about ten cents 
a shot. But until recently the vacci ne 
had to be kept frozen until one hour 
before use. And that effectively ex
cluded the vast majority of ch i ldren in 
the rural areas of the developi ng 
world . 

The new vaccines have to be kept 
cool. But freezing is no longer neces
sary and less expensive refr igeration 
technology is involved . The result is 
that measles could one day join 
smallpox on the list of major ki ller 
diseases which have been eliminated . 

At present, a total of five mill ion 
young chi Id ren sti 11 die every year from 

Immunization 
Approximately 5 million children die each year of 
dehydration caused by diarrhoeal infection. Yet it 
is now known that most of them could be saved by 
a mixture of salt sugar and water. That discovery is 
potentially the most important medical break
through of the century. 

The spread of primary health care 
workers and the discovery of new 
techniques for storing vaccines are 
making universal immunization 
more feasible. Protection aga inst 
the major diseases costs about $5 
per child. Ch ild deaths from 
immunizable diseases total about 5 
million a year. 



"R serious 
commitment . 
by peoples ond 

governments could 
reduce child 

malnutrition ond 
child deoths 
by at least 
half before 
the end of 
the 1990s." 

immunizable diseases. Tetanus alone 
ki l ls an estimated o ne m i ll i on . 
W hooping cough claims the li ves of 
another 600,000. The cost of immun
izing all child ren against all six major 
diseases wo uld be app rox imatel y 
$5.00 per chi ld. 

Back to Breast-Feeding 

The third opportunity is the present 
campaign to halt and reverse the trend 
from breast to bottle-feeding. In poor 
countries, there is now evidence to 
suggest that babies who are bottle-fed 
are three to five ti mes more likely to die 
in infa ncy t han bab ies who are 
breastfed . " Usually unable to read the 
instructi ons on a tin of formula, or to 
afford enough arti ficial milk, or to boil 
water every four hours, or to sterilize 
the necessary equ ipment, or to return 
to bre astf eeding once she has 
stopped," says UN ICEF, " the low-in
come mother w ho is persuaded to 

" In poor countries, there is now evidence to suggest that babies who are 
bottle-fed are three to five times more likely to die in infancy than babies 
who are breastfed." 
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abandon breastfeeding for bottle
feeding in the developing world is 
being persuaded to spend a significant 
proportion of her small income in 
order to expose her child to the risk of 
malnutrition, infection, and an early 
grave." 

In recent years , the fight-back 
against bottle-feeding has begun . Thir
ty-five nations have now adopted, or 
are in the process of adopting, legisla
tion to control the marketing and 
promotion of breastmilk substitutes 
and a world-wide campaign is under
way to promote knowledge of breast
feeding's advantages. " If such a cam
paign were comprehensive enough to 
change medical attitudes and hospital 
practices , to control irresponsible 
promotion and marketing of infant 
formula, and to help mothers both to 
improve their own nutrition and to be 
reassured that breastfeeding is best," 
says UNICEF, " then one million infant 
lives a year could be saved within a 
decade from now." 

The fourth and perhaps most sur
prising idea is the mass use of card
board child-growth charts kept by 
each mother in her own home. 

The importance of the charts is that 
child malnutrition is usually invisible. 
One survey in the Philippines, for 
example, has shown that almost 60 per 
cent of mothers whose children were 
malnourished did not know that there 
was anything wrong. Regular monthly 
weighing, and the entering of the 
results on specially designed growth 
charts, can make malnutrition visible 
to the mother. When the mother can 
see that there has been no weight gain 
from one month to the next her 
spontaneous reaction , if there is food 
available, is to give the child more at 
the family's evening meal, or to feed 
the child more frequently, or to persist 
in persuading and helping the child to 
eat even when the appetite is de
pressed . And in as many as half of all 
cases of malnutrition , there is evi
dence to suggest that it is the invisibili
ty of the problem rather than the 
absolute lack of food which is the main 
constraint on improving the diet of the 
child . 

In Indonesia, two million mothers in 
15,000 villages are now regularly 
weighing their babies on market-place 
scales and keeping their own growth
charts. Already, there is some evi
dence that the charts have helped to 
reduce malnutrition. The first full 
evaluation of the impact- and poten
tial-of the Indonesian growth-charts 
will be available sometime in 1983. 
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HIDDEN HUNGER 
"Visible malnutrition affects less than 1 % of the world's children ... \ 
but hidden hunger can still blunt all other efforts to improve health 

• .,.,. _ ~~ AT A GLANCE 
~ ~ ·~ A visual guide to the 

~ f · ... ;,,,:Ji nutritional status of and education'' - (UNICEF). 

ICEBERG HUNGER 

98% 

Hidden hunger can also 
affect an adult 's 
productivity at work and 
leave little energy 
to spare for investing 
in community 
development 

A Crucial Moment in History 

These opportunities to do so much 
for so many and for so little come at a 
crucial moment in history. Fifteen 
years ago such a revolution would not 
have been possible. Social organiza
tion is the key toc ommunity health. 
And in recent years the patient work of 
communities, individuals, govern
ment bodies, and international agen
cies have helped both to discover 
these new opportunities and to help 
create the social infrastructure which 
now makes such revolutionary 
progress possible. 

UNICEF now believes that both 

Invisible hunger reduces 
energy and play, lowers 
resistance to disease , 
holds back growth, and 
can affect a child's 
mental and physical 
development . 

· , ':; ·, ... : : .> ~ the world 's young children. 

>---- ... . , ) 2% OBESE 

social and scientific breakthroughs are 
at this point coming together to put 
into our hands the means of bringing 
about a revolution in child health . A 
serious commitment to that revolution 
by peoples and governments could 
reduce ch i ld malnutrition and child 
deaths by at least half before the end of 
the 1990' s. 

Answering the obvious question 
about the effect of such a reduction in 
infant deaths on the developing 
world 's rate of population growth, our 
report cites evidence from the post
war period to show that in many 
countries further falls in the death rate 
are likely to be accompanied by even 

. -~- ~· · ,:<:::,:_-_:-::.::::·:-:.D ::.::.m·::_::1:::::: . 

67% 
WELL 

NOURISHED 

15% 
MODERATELY 

MALNOURISHED 

15% 
SERIOUSLY 

UNDERNOURISHED 

Approx figures 
(ALL FIGURES EXCLUDE CHINA) 

steeper falls in the birth rate . One of 
the reasons is that when parents 
become more confident that their 
existing children will survive, they 
tend to have smaller families . " Para
doxically," says the report, " a 'surviv
al revolution ' which halved the infant 
and child mortality rate of the develop
ing world and prevented the deaths of 
six or seven million infants each year 
by the end of the century would also be 
likely to prevent between twelve and 
twenty million births each year. • 

James Grant is Executive DirectorofThe 
United Nations Children's Fund. Th is 
artic le is adapted from his An nual Report, 
The State of the World's Children 1982-83. 
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Creighton Lacy 

"These are the times 
that try men's souls," 
wrote Thomas Paine in 
1776. Perhaps all periods 
in human history have 
deserved that charge. But 
today such Christian 
values as compassion , 
sacrifice, mutual respon
sibi I ity are threatened by 

concerns for economic and nuclear 
survival. More specifically, programs 
of social welfare as well as social 
action are being called in question, not 
only by government but by many 
people within the churches. 

This may be a moment, therefore, to 
honor an anniversary and an heroic 
figure in Methodism, a man whose 

edged joint authorship with Herbert 
Welch , then president of Oh io Wes
leyan Univers ity and later the longest
lived Methodist bishop, plus at least 
four di st ingui shed pastors. These 
were : William M . Bal ch, Trinity 
Church, Lincoln , Nebraska ; Edgar J. 
Helms, Morgan Memorial Church, 
Boston; Worth M . Tippy, Epworth 
Memorial Church, Cleveland; and 
Harry F. Ward , Union Avenue 
Church , Chicago. 

The original Social Creed began 
with these words: " We believe that in 
the teachings of the New Testament 
will be found the ultimate solution of 
all the problems of our social order. 
When the spirit of Christ sh al I pervade 
the hearts of individuals, and when his 
law of love to God and man shal I 
dominate human society, then the 
evils which vex our civilization will 
disappear." 

Few, even among critics, would 
object to that statement. To some it 
may seem to go " too far" or " not far 
enough," but those judgments pertain 
to methods of implementation rather 
than to the affirmation itself. 

United Methodists familiar with the 
present "Social Principles" and " Our 
Social Creed" (as all should be!) may 
be interested to recall the "platform" 
of seventy-five years ago: 

" For equal rights and complete 
justice for all men (s ic) in all stations of 
life. 

career combined personal dedication " For the principle of conciliation 
to Jesus Christ, the social gospel , the and arbitration in industrial dissen-
world mission of the church, and the 
ecumenical movement. I refer to Frank 
Mason North, whose magnificent 
hymn, "Where Cross the Crowded 
Ways of Life," we occasionally-too 
seldom-sing. North was a pastor and 
a poet, a founder and the third 
president of the Federal Council of 
Churches, the chief executive of the 
New York City Church Extension and 
Missionary Society and then of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church . 

In 1908, seventy-five years ago this 
spring, Frank Mason North brought to 
the General Conference a report on 
"The State of the Church" which 
included a pioneering section entitled 
"The Church and Social Problems" 
(subsequently known as "The Social 
Creed"). Later that same year, he 
incorporated parts of that document in 
the establishment of the Federal 
Council of Churches. Thus, North's 
name has often been given pre-emi
nence in the drawing up of the Social 
Creed, though he himself acknowl-

sions. 
"For the protection of the worker 

from dangerous machinery, occupa
tional diseases, injuries, and mortality 
(!). 

" For the abolition of child labor. 
" For such regulation of the condi

tions of labor for women as shall 
safeguard the physical and moral 
health of the community. 

" For the suppression of the "sweat
ing (i .e. sweatshop) system." 

"For the gradual and reasonable 
reduction of the hours of labor to the 
lowest practical point, with work for 
al I (!);and for that degree of leisure for 
al I which is the condition of the highest 
human life. 

"For a release from employment 
one day in seven. 

" For a living wage in every industry. 
"For the highest wage that each 

industry can afford, and for the most 
equitable division of the products of 
industry that can ultimately be de
vised ." 

How little attention we have given 
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to the implications and applications of 
that final point. 

In a brief anniversary tribute it is 
unnecessary to trace the adoption of 
these principles by the new Federal 
Counci I of Churches that same year, or 
to list in detail the additional goals 
which North himself inserted : protec
tion against industrial crises, " suitable 
provision" for old age and disability, 
" the abatement of poverty. " Of greater 
importance for our continuing agenda 
are the four questions which the 1908 
General Conference set for study in the 
following quadrennium : 

" What principles and measures of 
social reform are so evidently righ
teous and Christian as to demand the 
specific approval and support of the 
Church? 

"How can the agencies of the 
Methodist Episcopal (or United Meth
odist) Church be wisely used or altered 
with a view to promoting the princi
ples and measures thus approved? 

" How may we best cooperate in his 
behalf with other Christian denomina
tions? 

" How can our courses of ministerial 
study in seminaries and Conferences 
be modified with a view to the better 
preparation of our preachers for effi
ciency in social reform?" 

As a teacher of social ethics and 
ecumenics, I must constantly ask 
myself and my ministerial students 
these questions. As inheritors of the 
Wesleyan tradition we all must be 
constantly alert to contemporary so
cial and economic and human needs, 
and to fresh ways of fulfilling the 
long-standing aims of the Church . 
" New occasions teach new duties," 
but time does not necessarily make 
" ancient good uncouth." After three
quarters of a century the people called 
Methodists remain indebted to the 
authors of the original Social Creed, 
and to the towering prophet who still 
calls us to continuing commitment. In 
1983 as in 1908: 

" In haunts of wretchedness and 
need, 

On shadowed thresholds dark with 
fears, 

From paths where hide the lures of 
greed, 

We catch the vision of thy tears." 

Regular Viewpoi nt columnist Creighton 
Lacy is the author of Frank Mason North: 
H is Social and Ecumenical Mission 
(Abingdon, 1967). 
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Special Report: inaugurated by thi s treaty . By contrast, 
the United States and the United 
Kingdom asserted that only the provi
sions on seabed mining were new and 
that the remainder of the treaty only 
codified customary law. 

The Law of the Sea Treaty 
Cecily Murphy 

Ten long years have passed and the 
skeptics of the Law of the Sea have 
been proven wrong. Many were of the 
opinion that writing a treaty for all 
ocean uses and resources by a con
sensus process was an unobtainable 
goal. But when 11 7 nations signed the 
Law of the Sea Treaty on Dec . 10, 
1982, in Jamaica, there was no longer 
any question but that the treaty was 
well on its way to becoming ocean 
law. This is true despite the change in 
the U.S. government position under 
the Reagan Administration which led 
to a vote against the treaty. 

The impetus for writing this treaty 
came from a speech made to the 
United Nations General Assembly in 
1967 by Arvid Pardo, Ambassador 
from Malta . He cited the need for the 
seabed to be used for peaceful pur
poses and asserted that seabed re
sources beyond national claims 
should be shared by all nations be
cause they were the common heritage 
of humanity. 

In 1970 the UN General Assembly 
passed a resolution mandating that 
ocean law be written for all uses of the 
sea and that it include the common 
heritage principle. The first full session 
of the Third United Nations Confer
ence on the Law of the Sea began in 
1974 in Caracas, Venezuela. It had 
been agreed in 1973 that the Confer
ence would not take a vote on an issue 
until all attempts to reach consensus 
had been exhausted. No vote was 
taken on the 445 articles until the 
United States requested a vote on the 
adoption of the treaty itself. 

The treaty was adopted on Apri I 30, 
1982, by 130 nations. It was opened 
for signing on December 10 in Mon
tego Bay, Jamaica. Ten members of 
The United Methodist Church, repre
senting the General Board of Church 
and Society, the General Board of 
Global Ministries, and several region
al coordinators of the Law of the Sea 
Project, attended this final session of 
the Conference and watched history 
being made. 

Tommy T.B. Koh, President of the 
Conference, gave the opening state
ment on Dec. 6, and cited eight key 
treaty achievements. In his opening 
statement, President Koh also thanked 
non-governmental groups like the 
Neptune Group for their work. (The 

Neptune Group is the name by which The fourth theme relates to any 
the United Methodist Law of the Sea attempt to mine the resources of the 
Project and the Ocean Education international seabed outside the trea-
Project, a Quaker-inspired project ty. Speakers from every region and 
with which the United Methodists interest group expressed the view that 
work closely, are known at the Confer- the doctrine of the freedom of the high 
ence.) Similar acknowledgment came seas could provide no legal basis for a 
from the head of the delegation of country to grant a license to a mine site 
Mauritius, Anil Gayan. in the international area . (In legislation 

The period from December 6 to 9 introduced into Congress on Septem-
was devoted to final statements made ber 30, 1982, by Senator Stevens and 
by delegates representing 121 coun- Congressman Breaux , the United 
tries. Their remarks often conveyed States declares that it has this right.) All 
national intentions toward the treaty confirmed that an attempt to mine 
and their overall view of the docu- outside the treaty will unquestionably 
ment. In his closing statement Presi- earn universal condemnation from the 
dent Koh noted that several themes international community and will 
were brought out in the vast majority of incur grave politi ca l and legal conse-
the statements: quences. They went on to call ear-

First, nationswereveryclearthatthe nestly on the U.S. to reconsider its 
Convention does not satisfy all the position . 
objectives and interests of any coun- A final theme emerging from the 
try, but that the overal I package it statements was concern about the 
represents is, the words of the ambas- Preparatory Commission (PrepCom). 
sador from Sudan, " a compromise This is the body that will write the draft 
with which we can all live and accept rules and regulations for seabed min-
because it contemplates our common ing. Great importance is attached to 
good." the work PrepCom will do. If it 

A second overriding theme was that succeeds, this will help bring more 
the Convention 's interrelatedness nations into the treaty system. If it fails, 
formed a package from which nations then al I the efforts of the last ten years 
could not pick and choose. These will have been in vain. (Editor's Note: 
remarks were directed at nations Since this was written, the Reagan 
remaining outside the treaty but still Administration has announced that it 
expecting to reap treaty benefits . wil I refuse to pay U.S. apportionments 
Several remarks were directed toward for the work of PrepCom.) 
the U.S. in particular. Ambassador On December 10, it was time to 
Warioba from the United Republic of open the treaty for signature and begin 
Tanzania called on the United States, the second phase of the Law of the Sea 
" to whom all possible concessions talks. Upon opening, 119 delegations 
have been made, to again reflect on its signed the treaty : 117 nations (includ-
actions. A wrong decision could have ing 15 from developed countries, all of 
grave consequences." Even allies the Eastern bloc, and 92 developing 
cautioned against not joining the nations) and two who are not fu 11 states 
treaty. Ambassador Brennan from (the Cook Islands, an associated state, 
Australia warned that " if there is any and the UN Council for Namibia). This 
radical departure by states from the is the largest number of countries ever 
provisions of the Convention, the to sign a treaty on the first day of its 
disorders of the sixties will return in opening for signature. 
aggravated form to plague us again ." To watch history being made is an 

The third common thread dealt with awesome experience. That is what the 
the fact that the majority of nations did Neptune Group and 144 nations 
not view the treaty as simply codifica- witnessed last December. However, 
ti on of existing international law. To the work does not stop here. Consider-
list only two examples, they cited able effort and action is needed to 
articles providing for transit passage insure the success of PrepCom and 
through straits and archipelagic waters widespread participation in the treaty 
and the definition of the extent of by all nations. 
coastal state jurisdiction over the Ceci ly Murphy is a staff member of the 
continental shelf as new concepts United Methodist Law of the Sea Project. 
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LETTERS 
Right to Know 

Hopefull y, there are sti ll a few of us left 
w ho believe that the Bible is the sole 
source of authority. I do not respect or 
acknowledge the newl y found papal-au
thority known as the Jud ic ial Council. 

Pamela M. Roebuck 
Sumner, WA 

'A More Effective Minister' 

In the December issue of New World 
Outlook it w as stated that " there is noth ing 
in church law to prohib it homosexuals 
from being ordai ned in the mini stry." At 
the same ti me it was stated that the church 
does not condone the practice of homosex
ual ity. 

As a pastor, I appreciate the thorough
ness of your magazine as we ll as al l the 
interesting and informative artic les and 
information on what is happening around 
the world in our mission programs. The 
New World Outlook keeps me abreast of 
what ' s happening and , con sequent ly, 
makes me a more effective minister. 

I particu larly look forward to the open
ing section on the " News and Analysis of 
Developments in Christian M ission". I 
noted in the December issue a brief 
comment on the pass ing of Mary C. 
Hedman, a retired deaconess of The 
United Methodist Church . 

Would you please let your readers know 
if there is anything in 'church law' to 
proh ibit transsexuals, lesbians, chi ld mo
lesters, psychotics, drug pushers, or other 
socia l deviants from becoming ordained 
ministers in the church? 

I think we have a right to know who will 
be preaching in the pulpits in the next few 
years. 

Mary was a former member of our 
church here in Parsons, having made the 
decision to enter into full time Christian 
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DID YOU MEET ONE OF THEM? 

The Black College Fund 
Ambassadors /or J 982 

They traveled throughout the church-
• speaking for their schools 
• increasing understanding of United 

Methodism's 12 Black Colleges 
• exhibiting the results of quality education 
• enlisting support for the Black Colle9e Fund 

Encourage your conference, district or local church to 
host one of the 1983 Black College Fund ambassadors 
this summer. 

Bennett 
Dillard 
Paine 
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SUPPORT THE BLACK COLLEGE FUND 
Bethune-Cookman 
Huston-Tillotson 
Philander Smith 

Claflin 
Meharry Medical 
Rust 

For more information contact: 
The Black College Fund 

Clark 
Morristown 
Wiley 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
P.O. Box 871 • Nashville, TN 37202 
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work out of the former Washington Avenue 
United Method ist Church, now the Wesley 
Un ited Methodist Church following a 
merger. 

Again , I thank you for the qual ity of work 
that you and your staff do in promoting the 
Un ited Methodist connectional system, 
and our miss ion emphasis in general. 

Paul B. Mitchell 
Parsons, Kansas 

A Soothing Ointment 

I have never considered your magazine 
as a humor magazine but an item in your 
December issue certainly gave me a laugh . 
In Praise the Lord and Pass the Drilling Rig, 
you recount the search of Andrew C. 
Sorel le, Jr. for oi I sites in Israel because of a 
reference to Deuteronomy 33 :34 in which 
'Asher shall bathe his feet in oil. " As an oil 
man that could only mean petroleum. 
Perhaps he should have considered olive 
oil which is often mentioned in the 
scripture . Britannica gives a mid-1850's 
date for the discovery of petroleum as a 
commercially valuable product and ma
chinery for its refining and use was 
developed quickly after its discovery. 

The cross references to Deuteronomy 
33 :34 list food items that flow down the 
streams, pour from the rocks , etc . Olive oil 
was both a food and a soothing ointment 
for tired or wounded areas . These were all 
blessings showered down from God . 

Discovering additional oil sites in Israel 
could be a mixed blessing. 

Esther M. Kinch 
Forest Grove, OR 

NCC/WCC Deserve Support 

Jonah learned the hard way in the 
whale' s belly, and in Nineveh, that no 
country in the world is off-limits to God's 
loving concern and care. Rev. Ed Robb and 
his associates in the Institute on Religion 
and Democracy (IRD), Reader's Digest and 
" 60 Minutes," are either ignorant, or 
defiant, about this well-established fact! 
This officious trio had the gall to call The 
United Methodist Church and some 30 
other denominations working together in 
the National and World Councils of 
Churches dirty names. 

It is strange that (IRD) people posing as 
religious experts should demand that 
God's worldwide program should be 
shrunk to fit the relatively small economic 
and political programs of any one nation. 

True national patriotism is acceptable, 
and there are many times when world 
patriotism is greatly needed. The NCC and 
wee deserve strong support for saying 
what Peter said : " We must obey God 
rather than man (Acts 5:29)." The NCC 
and wee have consistently shown a 
neighbor love that does not allow fear or 
dislike of any nation's economic and 
political systems to deny help. 

R. K. Heacock 
Austin, Texas 
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Books on Disarmament 
THE NUCLEAR DELUSION : SOVIET
AMERICAN RELATIONS IN THE ATOMIC 
AGE, by George F. Kennan, New York 
1982: Pantheon Books, 208 pages , 
$13.95. 
PREACHING ON PEACE, edited by Ron
ald Sider and Darrel J. Brubaker. Philadel
phia 1982: Fortress Press, 96 pages, $3.95. 
WAGING PEACE: A HANDBOOK FOR 
THE STRUGGLE TO ABOLISH NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS, edited by Jim Wallis. San 
Francisco 1982: Harper Row, 255 pages 
plus glossary, appendices, index. $4.95. 
THE GAME OF DISARMAMENT: HOW 
THE UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA RUN 
THE ARMS RACE, by Alva Myrdal, Revised 
and updated edition, New York 1982: 
Pantheon Books, 66 pages plus notes and 
index. $7.95. 

Four very different books on peace and 
disarmament are reviewed below. They 
represent several Christian views of this 
tangle of issues, and are intended for 
various uses and audiences . Alva Myrdal 's 
The Game of Disarmament is internation
al , covers many categories of weaponry 
and many aspects of the international 
negotiations process. George F. Kennan's 
The Nuclear Delusion is an American 
analysis argued from a strongly held 
personal viewpoint. Preaching Peace con
tains the advocacy of some persuasive 
current voices on behalf of human cooper
ation for survival . Waging Peace is a 
manual for chu rch groups committed to 
raising peace and disarmament concerns 
in their communities. 

None of these books answers the thorny 
questions raised by Christians on al I sides 
of nuclear/disarmament/peace issues. But 
information in one or another of them can 
help concerned Christians formulate for 
themselves as individuals and discuss as 
groups some crucial questions in this area. 
What is the nature of dominion and the 
responsibil ity of stewardship in our cove
nant with the Creator? How do commands 
to love our enemies, love our neighbors as 
ourselves, and love the Lord above all 
apply in our social and political context? 
What does the gospel say to us about 
current reality? To what extent are we 
enjoined by the gospel to speak and act in 
the public arena according to our convic
tions of faith? These are only a few of 
possible questions posed by issues of 
nuclear armaments, the arms buildup, and 
military threat as a tool of diplomacy. 

The level and the outcome of human 
engagement with these issues wi 11 be 
powerfully influenced by which questions 

are asked and the importance ascribed to 
thinking, acting, and living in accordance 
with the answers. More and more Chris
tians have becone convinced that peace 
and disarmament are issues too important 
to be left to military and diplomatic 
professionals, that the dimension of the 
sacredness of creation must not be exclud
ed from calculations of first strike capacity 
and acceptable casualty ratios . These 
books represent only a few of the resources 
and approaches to these issues. Each is 
useful in its way. 

George F. Kennan , former Ambassador 
to Moscow, member of the Institute for 
Advanced Study at Princeton , and distin
guished historian of Russian-American 
relations, has stood virtually alone for 
much of his career in opposition to Cold 
War extremes, to military dominance of 
East-West diplomacy, and to nuclear arms 
escalation. In this, his fifteenth book, he 
has drawn together insights from his 
diplomatic and historical perspective , 
from observations of Russian character and 
American politics, and deep convictions 
about the nature and dangers of nuclear 
arms. His central argument is that radical 
turnabout is urgently needed in our official 
policies and attitudes toward nuclear arms 
and toward the USSR. 

The Nuclear Delusion is a collection of 
articles, speeches and interviews, and 
some excerpts from previous books. A 
clear and reasoned consistency of view is 
as apparent in material from 1950 as from 
1982. The cumulative effect is of a 
passionate appeal for sense and humanity. 
Individual chapters are intelligent and 
circumstantial accounts and explanations 
of the learning and experience on which 
Professor Kennan 's opinions are based . 

His historical perspective on Russia, for 
instance leads him to warn specifically 
against the " hysteria of professed fear of 
and hostility to the Soviet Union .. . an 
enemy who cou ld serve as a convenient 
target for the externalization of evil, an 
enemy in whose allegedly inhuman wick
edness one cou Id see the reflection of one' s 
own exceptional v irtue." 

These observations are balanced by 
observations about Soviet character, pol i
tics and diplomacy which show why 
difficulties have arisen and wi ll arise in 
negotiations and attempts to deal with 
representatives of that very different cul
ture from within an American understand
ing. Misunderstandings and misreading of 
signals have marred Russian-American 
relations at every turn . We have arrived 
now at so intolerable a situation, Kennan 
feels , that we cannot afford to shoot from 
the hip and hope for understanding of our 
brashness. More considerate attitudes are 
required of us all. 

If a single passage can stand for the thes is 
of The Nuclear Delusion it might be the 
following: 

" Is it reall y impossible for us to cast off 
this sickness of bl ind military rivalry and to 
address ourselves at last, in all humility and 

in al I ser iousness, to setti ng our soc ieties to 
rights? For this entire preoccupation with 
nuclear war is a form of illness. It is morbid 
in the extreme. There is no hope in it-on ly 
horror. It can be understood only as 
some .. . so rt of death wish, a readiness to 
commit suicide for fea r of death-a state of 
mind explicable only as an inabil ity to face 
the normal hazards and vicissitudes of the 
human predicament-a lack of faith , or 
better a lack of the very strength that it takes 
to have faith, as countless of our genera
tions have had it before us ." 

It is a usual criticism of passionate 
appeals that they are weak when it comes 
to suggestions for achieving the goals they 
advocate. For this reason in particular, 

~~~NE:~~~ 
;> COMMITMENT, TOO! 

Is your congregation paralyzed in 
a financial bind while longing for 
a miracle? Is stewardship lagging 
just when you 'd like to start an 
ambitious building or renovation 
program? Or increase your 
church's operating budget or pay 
off debts? 

In 1981 a total of 205 churches 
raised over 39 million dollars 
with the help of our deno.mina
tion's Office of Finance and 
Field Service . The service is non
profit. Field Representatives are 
United Methodist stewardship 
leaders who help local congrega 
tions raise the level of spiritual 
involvement along with the level 
of giving. 

For a personal discussion of your 
needs , please call (2 12) 870-3837 
or 38. Or write to : 

Office of Finance & Field Service 
General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 316 
New York, NY 10116 

• Large 10 Inch gold
bordered plates. 

• Orders filled for 25 or 
more plates. 

• We also make ce
ramic tile, church note 
paper, Church bulle
tins, Post Cards and 
Christmas Cards. 

For sample and Illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Deot. NW. Aooomattox. Vlralnla 24522 
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attention must be pa id to specific proposals 
Professor Kennan makes in a number of 
instances throughout the book for diplo
matic initiatives and courses of action . 

The Nuclear Delusion ends with a 
chapter on " The Christian View of the 
Arms Race," an essay on the morality of 
the si tuation in which humankind finds 
itse lf as a result of nuclea r realities . It is less 
sure, less reasoned than other of Mr. 
Kennan 's w ritings. For convincing theolo
gy on nuclear arms we can turn to those 
who are more at home with theological 
concepts. 

As its title indicates, Preaching on Peace 
is a co llection of sermons . The editors, 
Associate Professor of Theology and semi
narian at Eastern Baptist Theologica l Semi
nary, have included a distinguished com
pany of preachers, w ho address a number 
of theologica l and moral issues related to 
arms, wa r, and nuclear weaponry. 

These are personal statements , deeply 
felt, concerning the life and death of 
humanity, voices of warn ing, despai r, and 
hope, ai ming not so much to inform as to 
convi nce. The God of Peace, the Christ 

Ana Gonzaga cared about 
ch ildren in poverty areas, ch ildren 
who either had no set curfew 
or bedtime or were virtual 
prisoners while their parents 
worked. 

In 1930, she donated a 
tract of land about 35 miles from 
Rio de Jan iero, Brazil, on which 
a children 's home was built. 

who sees love in the face of an enemy, are 
evident in the eighteen brief messages of 
this book. John Cardinal Krol , Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Philadelphia, is 
among them; and William Sloan Coffin . 
Jr., Senior Minister of Riverside Church in 
New York; United Methodist Bishop A. 
James Armstrong of Indiana; and Tazu 
Shibama, su rvivor of Hiroshima. 

Waging Peace is a resource in handbook 
fo rm fo r Christians to use to gai n knowl
edge, tactics, and understanding about 
nuclear issues . Its general organization and 
inco rpo rated questions fo r discussion 
make it particularly appropriate fo r con
gregations seeki ng ways to deal with 
nuclear concerns in thoughtful and prod
uctive ways . 

The strength of Waging Peace is in the 
cu rrent information it offers and in its 
suggestions for group discussion and dia
log about nuc l ~a r arms. It is least useful as a 
guide to creative group action or effort. In 
these chapters there is a tendency toward 
generali t ies. A few case histories of con
frontations, action efforts, and negotiations 
wit h officia l authorities would have 

Now youngsters find the discipline, 
Christian education, good nutrition and """""lliil•
playtime they often cannot get at home. They 
attend public school half a day and participate 
in a work program for two hours, learning crafts 
and rece iving assistance with their homework. 

Children need a home filled with love, care 
and attention. Support the Ana Gonzaga 
Children 's Home. 

---------
Today 's check improves tomorrow 's future. 

--------STATE---- ZIP __ _ 
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mapped more clearly how such campaigns 
can develop, and could also have indicat
ed some likely pitfalls and all ies . 

Except for this proviso, Waging Peace is 
a wealth of helpful and lively information. 

Of the four books reviewed here, the 
most circumstantial and complete on all 
aspects of the arms race is Alva Myrdal 's 
The Game of Disarmament It is much more 
ambitious in scope, length , and exhaustive 
detail than the others, and draws on the 
author's past writings only as they remain 
currently applicable . Alva Myrdal , distin
guished Swedish diplomat and leader in 
international negotiations as well as win
ner of the Nobel Peace Prize, is one of the 
very few persons in the world qualified to 
undertake such a work. This revision 
(original publication, 1978) brings a basic 
resource up to date. 

Alva Myrdal's intent is to show that 
peop les of the world ca nnot rely on their 
governments to take care of keeping the 
peace . She documents her arguments with 
devastating facts and figures of official 
inaction, failure, folly and cynicism in a 
century of arms negotiation, up to yester
day. All classes of weapons and more 
cou ntries than The United States and the 
Soviet Union are included in the discus
sion. International treaties and negotia
tions are reported and analyzed and 
quoted-by one who was often there when 
agreements were made. Agendas for dis
armament and elimination of chemical 
and biological weapons are set forth 
systematically, along with the objections 
and failures of governments to ratify or 
implement them. The Game of Disarma
ment is recommended as an advanced text 
for study-action in the field of international 
arms di plomacy. Nancy E. Sartin 

~ 
~ 

The Apri I issue wi II be the annual 
report of the General Board of Global 
Ministries. It will include a special 
message from the President and Gener
al Secretary, a comprehensive financial 
statement, and a wide-ranging look at 
1982 programmatic mission activities 
of The United Methodist Church in 
more than 90 countries. 

In addition to our regu lar subscribers, 
the annual report issue of ew World 
Outlook, as usual , will be sent to all 
United Methodist ministers and Work 
Area on Missions chairperson . A limit
ed number of single copie will be 
available (75 cents each, plus po tage) 
for other persons desiring a cop of this 
issue. 

Single copies may be obtained b 
writing: 

EW WORLD OUTLOOK #4252 
Service Center 
7820 Reading Road 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45237 
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THE llOYlllG 
FlllGER WRITES_.-

COSRW Probes Sex Bias 
At BU School of Theology 

A team of four from the General 
Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women spent two days (Feb. 1-2) gather
ing information at Boston University 
School of Theology. The team went to 
Boston in response to al legations of i nsti
tutional sex discrimination at the school. 

Mandated as a monitoring agency by The 
Book of Discipline, COSRW had received 
allegations of discriminatory sexist per
sonnel practices, policies and procedures 
from women students, teachers, and staff 
members of the school. The team inter
viewed administrators , faculty , staff, 
alumnae and members of the study body to 
gather information and to hear concerns 
and complaints . Women faculty members, 
formerly employed, were interviewed be
fore the team's Boston visit. 

The team, headed by Carolyn Oehler, 
president of the commission, shared find
ings with Dean Richard Nesmith . Trudie 
Kibbe Preciphs, a member of COSRW's 
general secretariat, said the team "ob
served morale and communications prob
lems and made recommendations to the 
seminary administration to address these 
concerns. " The team urged the seminary to 
"implement immediately its affirmative 
action goals, which would add women 
and minority persons to the faculty and 
staff," she reported . 

Ms. Preciphs said COSRW would make 
other recommendations to the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
that will have implications for the status of 
women in the entire seminary system of the 
United Methodist Church . 

Commenting on the visit, Dean Nesmith 
said the school is wrestling with " long
term definitions of academic excellence 
and the newer mandate for inclusiveness." 

" COSRW joined the process in its 
proper advocacy role emphasizing inclu
siveness, " he said . "They have made a 
number of suggestions that will be helpful 
to us." (UMNS) 

Tuition Gap, Declining 
Number of 18-year-olds, 

College Presidents 

There was some good news-with a 
caution flag-and some bad news for 
presidents of United Methodist-related 
educational institutions at their February 2 
annual meeting in Washington , D.C. 

The good news was contained in Presi-

dent Reagan's federal budget proposals for 
fiscal 1984. The bad news was the growing 
" tuition gap" between public and private 
education, the decreasing numbers of 
18-year-olds, and declining enrollments . 

On the budget, Dr. Jerald C. Walker, 
President of Oklahoma City Un iversity, 
said the recommendations for 1984 are 
" much more favorable to our position than 
anything we have seen in a long time ." In 
fact, he continued , public education sees 
some of the proposals as a "real threat" to 
their interests. 

Dr. Walker, who has chaired the public 
policy committee of the National Associa
tion of Schools and Colleges of the United 
Methodist Church the past three years, is 
the association's new president. 

About 50 presidents attended the meet
ing. Several urged a cautious approach to 
the budget proposa ls . 

PresidentPhilip M. Phibbs of the Univer
sity of Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA., said 
that some of the new cuts proposed in 
federal aid " are very important to our 
students and we need to get them restored 
in Congress . Euphoria is not in order yet." 

Also counseling caution was President 
Elias Blake, Jr., of Clark College in Atlanta, 
who suggested the administrat ion may 
have designed its program to prevent 
" higher education from closing ranks." 

18-year-o/ds Decline 

Speaking to the " tuition gap, " the 
presidents approved a pol icy statement 
saying this fact, and several others, pose 
" an ominous threat " to independe nt 
schools, " endangering the very life of 
many institutions" by placing them " at a 
distinct and unfair competitive disadvan
tage· in attracting students. " 

The statement noted that in the autumn 
of 1982 the 18-year-old population de
clined by 1.16 percent, but independent 
schools had a 4.11 percent decrease in 
enrollment of freshmen . The number of 
18-year-o lds is expected to decline by 
another five percent th is year. 

Another concern discussed at some 
length was how best to attract United 
Methodist students to church-related 
schools . 

In an address to the educators, President 
Gael D . Swing of North Central College in 
Naperville, Ill ., outgoing president of the 
National Association of Schools and Col
leges, said he has a " hunch that at a time 
when society is floundering", the econ
omy is in difficult straits , " morality of our 

Task Force Says Use 
Of 'King' in Reference 
To God 'Unnecessary' 

A national United Methodist task force 
on inclusive language in the church is 
proposing that " Lord" and " King" gen
erally not be used as synonyms for God . 

The Task Force on Language Guidelines 
is finishing its work on a major document 
on language about God. The document 
and other parts of its report are intended for 
recommended use throughout the United 
Method ist Church . 

Created by the General Council on 
Ministries (GCOM) on the authority of the 
1980 General Conference, the 10-member 
task force wi 11 report to the GCOM at its 
meeting April 25-29. The GCOM can act 
as it chooses on the report, which is 
expected to go in some form to the 1984 
General Conference in Baltimore, Md . 

The task force is considering recom
mending the word Jesus used in the 
Aramaic language, " abba, " and other 
biblical and historical forms of address for 
God . 

Of " Lord," the task force says its use 
" carries on the assumption created by 
other male-gender words that God has 
male characteristics ." Where possible, the 
group proposes, " and certainly in newly 
written and spoken materials," the word 
" Lord" for God should be avoided . 

Likewise, the word " King" used to refer 
to God carries implications of male 
gender, says the task force . It points out 
that " all human references to the word king 
mean male ruler." It suggests " Ruler." 
Alternating " King" and " Queen" only 
" emphasizes the gender implications of 
each word ." The task force concludes : 
" There are a sufficient number of words 
which express the concept of kingship 
without implying specific gender to make 
the use of the word 'King' in reference to 
God unnecessary. " 

The task force's text regarding " Father" 
is still in process. But since Jesus of 
Nazareth was male, male nouns and 
pronouns can be used in referring to him, 
the task force says. (UMNS) 
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people is at a new low" and the higher 
education community " is in disarray, " it is 
" appropriate for us to affi rm and underline 
the d istinctive strengths of our church-re
lated colleges . .. " (UMNS) 

Panel Debates Lessons Learned from 
Vietnam War 

The Vietnam War helped the American 
churches become more understanding of 
the pol itics of serv ice, the head of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) believes . 

The Rev . J. Harry Haines was one of the 
less controversial speakers at a consu lta
tion on lessons from the war wh ich at times 
became so acrimon ious the New York 
Times reported , " Vietnam is not over." 
One speaker, Don Luce, required a 
constant police bodyguard . He was 
wh isked from hotel to hotel after a death 
threat was overheard. 

The four-day conference held in Los 
Angeles, CA, was sponsored by the Uni
versity of Southern California and its 
schools of journal ism and international 
relations and the Center for Humanities . 
Participants included educators, journal
ists, broadcasters, writers , former military 
officers and government bureaucrats , 
Vietnam veterans and refugees. 

Dr. Haines and the Rev . Paul McCleary, 
head of church World Service and a United 

Method ist minister, took part in a Feb. 9 
panel on overcoming the wounds of war 
and rebuild ing the soc iety. Other panels 
assessed how the war affected the Viet
namese and American veterans . 

The church officials described the expe
rience gleaned by Vietnam Christian Ser
vice (VCS), the agency through which 
Ameri can churches ministered to thou
sands of refugees who moved from the 
north to the south in the early 1960s. 

For relief agencies to claim to be 
nonpolitical is "naive and unrealistic," Dr. 
Haines told the conference. He quoted an 
American colonel who welcomed VCS's 
assistance to people in the refugee camps 
saying, " We are happy you are a part of the 
American team ." 

Voluntary agencies are especially vu 1-
nerable to being used to further military 
goals, he said . They must find a way to 
work on both sides waging the conflict. 
" We must keep a separate identity from 
governments, " he said , " although this is 
far from easy." 

Using government money is another 
problem, Dr. Haines said . He recalled that 
VCS at first refused to accept contracts from 
U .S. AID. Later U.S. government funding 
was accepted but always for specific 
operations. At no time was it allowed to 
become so vital to the budget that its 
stopping would threaten the life of the 
voluntary agency, he said . 

ANNOUNCING 
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New World 
Outlook 

Classified 

Starting June, 1983 

New World Outlook's June 
issue will inaugurate a month
ly feature that we hope will 
serve our readers well. It will 
be a classified advertising sec
tion-the first in New World 
Outlook's 72-year history 
-designed as an exchange be
tween subscribers and to help 
subscribers. 

NWO Classified will include 

the standard categories, rang
ing from Camps, Church Sup
plies and Counseling Services 
to Positions Open, Real Es
tate for Sale, Travel/Tours 
and Miscellaneous. Specific 
categories and rates for read
er and classified display ad
vertisements will be publish
ed in the May issue of New 
World Outlook. 

For additional information write: NEW WORLD OUTLOOK CLASSIFIED 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1349, New York, NV 10115 
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Confront Causes 

Another important lesson Dr. Haines 
drew was the relation between binding up 
wounds and seeking to confront the causes 
of the confl ict. " We gave out food and 
blankets, taught sewing and engine me
chan ics courses to refugees, plowed unex
ploded grenades out of farmers' fields," he 
said . " But the more we did of that, the 
more we knew we had to work to stop the 
curse of the war itself." Hence church 
people felt compelled to write, speak, 
advocate and witness in the halls of 
government. 

" Thanks to the tragedy of the Vietnam 
War," said the UMCOR leader, "the 
people of God ask deeper questions today, 
seek to address deeper causal concerns ." 

Mr. Luce, an antiwar writer who ex
posed the plight of political prisoners held 
by the South Vietnamese regime during the 
war, was challenged on his silence about 
the condition of prisoners held by the 
Vietnamese regime today. A founder of 
Amnesty International in California, Gin
etta Sagan, said, " Unless we speak up, we 
are going to lose our credibility as defend
ers of human rights." She mentioned leftist 
Vietnamese who gave her information 
about prisoners during the war and them
selves were arrested after 1975 . 

''1\Nrl1l~I) = 
MISSION-MINDED 

APPLICANTS 

The General Board of Global Ministries 

is seeking committed Christians to wit

ness for Christ as Persons in Mission. 
Creative mission opportunities await 

applicants: 

US-2 Program: Young adults interested 
in exploring a mission-related vocation 
are invited to apply. Deadline for 
applications for 1983: April 1. 

Mission Intern Program for 1983:Young 

adults ... 3-year program . . . shared 
time between overseas and the U.S. 
Details available soon. 

U.S.: Pastors, church and community 
workers, physicians, nurses. 

Overseas: Physicians, English teachers, 

pastoral couples, treasurers. 

For further information, please write: 

Office of Missionary Personnel 
General Board of Global Ministries 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1470 
New York, NY 10115 

the 



THE GOOD NEWS BIBLE 
Today's English Version, clear and simp le to 
the modern reader yet faithful to the 
everyday Greek and Hebrew in which it was 
originally written . .. in the kind of English 
that people like you speak daily in your 
homes, schools and businesses. 

Here are the Scriptures in a "common 
language" which speaks directly and clearly 
to all men and women in a way they can 
readily understand . 

Also available in editions with the 
Deuterocanonicals/ Apocrypha in Today's 
English Version . 

Over 15 Million and Still Printing! 
Over 15 million Good News Bibles . .. and 
over 64 million copies of the Good News 
New Testament . . . printed and in use 
throughout the world. And, we are still 
printing . .. because the demand for the 

Holy Bible in this easy to read, easy to 
understand version is greater than ever. 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED BY CLERGY, LAY 
LEADERS, PARENTS, CH ILDREN, TEACHERS 
AND MISSIONARIES. 

,-----------------------
HERE IS MY ORDER FOR THE GOOD NEWS BIBLE 1RG 

ORDER YOUR 
COPY NOW! 

Available at cost from 
the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 

a nonprofit organization 
serving the people of Cod 

with the word of Cod . 

abs 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

Box 5656 
Grand Central Station 
New York, N .Y. 10163 

Quantity Order No. Item Price 

00606 Good News Bibl e, Co ld hardcover $4.00 
0060 7 Good News Bible, Fl exibl e cover $3.50 
0063 3 Good News Bibl e with Deutero- $4 .50 

canonicals/ Apocryph a, Cold hard cover 

00632 Good News Bible with Deutero- $4.00 
canonicals/Apocrypha, Fl exible cover 

GRANO TOTAL 

California residents please add 
applicable sales tax. 
Payment must accompany order. 

Total 

~ 

Enclosed: 0 check 0 money order Amount Enclosed$ ___ _ 

Ship to 
(pl ease pnn t) 

Address -------------------- --

City _ ___________ State _______ Zip __ _ 
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Hunger continues to be serious in many Third World countries, reports New 
World Outlook, while a sharp increase in domestic hunger in the U.S. is 
challenging the churches. Hunger is just one of the crucial issues covered by 
United Methodism's mission magazine. Read the story of people in mis
sion . . . how the Gospel is changing people's lives . . . how your local church is 
involved in vital ministries that circle the globe. 

New World Outlook brings you late-breaking news, editorials, colorful feature 
articles, letters from mission workers, book reviews and a viewpoint column from 
well-known mission leaders. 

April issue is the 1982 Annual Report of the General Board of Global Ministries, 
with highlights of the year and vivid photo coverage. Subscribe now! 
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Send with check payable to Service Center, 
7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati , OH 45237. 

Name 

Address 
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State Zip 
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One-year subscription to 
New World Outlook, $7. 
Two-year subscription to 
New World Outlook, $13. 
One-year in combination 
with Response, $13. 
Two-year in combination 
with Response, $25. 
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