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NMEMO 
of Developments in Christian Mission 

January, 1983 

GBGM Union. By a vote of 133 to 88, non-executive employees of the UM Board of 
Global Ministries voted on December 9 for District 65, United Auto Workers (UAW) 
as their union representative. Of the 269 general employees on the November 4 
payro~l, 242 were ruled eligible to participate in the election. Those excluded 
were considered managerial, supervisory, confidential or temporary. Mi ss i onaries 
and executives were ineligible. Although one other organization in the Inter
church Center, the National Council of Churches, has a 11 staff association 11

, 

this was the first time employees of a church agency in the building had voted 
to affiliate with a national labor union (employees at three nearby educational 
institutions, Union Seminary, Barnard College and Teacher's College, have also 
joined District 65 of the UAW). One of the union organizers, Laverne Booker, 
of the United Methodist Committee on Relief, said the union victory was 11 one of 
the best things that could have happened to the board as far as morale and work
ing conditions are concerned . 11 Asked if he was surprised by the size of the 
uni on vote, the Rev. Randolph Nugenf, general secretary, replied: 11 I had no 
perspective at all on how the vote would come out . I hoped all eligible 
employees would participate and we had a very significant participation rate. 11 

Citing the Church's Social Principles, Mr . Nugent had written a letter pr ior 
to the election stating that 11Management . .. neither supports nor opposes a union. 
We support your right to decide for yourselves. 11 The letter added sever al issues 
employees should consider, including union dues , the union shop and the ability 
of District 65 to pay strike benefits if necessary . According to one staffer, 
the next steps are for the total work fo rce to begin drawing up thei r demands, 
the formation of a negotiating committee, and finally a meeting with management 
by the committee. No union dues would be paid until a contract had been signed. 

Korea. Kim Dae~' South Korea's leading political dissident whose imprisonment 
has been a major human rights concern of numerous religious and humanitarian 
organizations, has been transferred from prison to a university hospital and may 
soon be on his way to the U.S. The news of his impending freedom brought ex
pressions of 11 great joy 11 from a number of United Methodists who have worked hard 
for Mr. Kim's release. These include Women's Division staffer Peggy Billings 
and the Rev. Pharis J. Harvey, executive director of the North American Coalition 
for Human Rights in Korea, who said that Kim's release 11 demonstrated the im
portance of open diplomacy by the United States. 11 A wee k earlier , before a U.S. 
House of Representatives committee, the deputy assistant secretary of state for 
East Asia, Tom Shoesmith, testified to the U.S. government's concern for human 
rights in Korea, including the incarceration of 350-450 pol iti cal pr isoners. 



Vice President Bush and U.S. Ambassador Richard Walker have also pressed President 
Chun Dao Hwan to free Mr. Kim. In 1971 Kim almost defeated the late Park Chung 
Hee for the presidency; he went to live in Japan from which he was abducted by 
South Korean intelligence agents and jailed in Korea on sedition charges. Freed 
in 1979 following the death of Mr. Park, he was re-incarcerated the next year 
following the military take-over of Mr. Chun and given the death sentence. The 
sentence was commuted to life in prison and then to 20 years as a result of 
continuing international pressure, much of it by church organizations. 

Law of the Sea. Women's Division president Ruth Daugherty, of Reading, Pa., was 
among-10 UM women who flew to Jamaica in early December for the historic signing 
of the Law of the Sea treaty which concluded eight years of negotiations but ended 
up without the endorsement, as yet, of half the nations which participated, in
cluding the U.S. The 1980 General Conference urged United Methodists to work for 
the treaty's ratification and over the nine year period the UM "Law of the Sea 
Project", of the GBGM and Church and Society, has had representatives at each 
negotiating session. 

Tchula (Continued). Sheila Collins, former field staff member of United Methodist 
Voluntary Service program who was suspended and then reinstated but removed from 
her UMVS duties, has filed a formal grievance against the National Division of 
GBBM. Her re-assignment, which she accepted "under protest, 11 involves preparing 
case studies of justice ministries for each UMVS project and writing about the 
division's emphasis on the U.S. economic crisis .... In a separate action, the Rev. 
John Jordan has filed a formal request that the disciplinary action against him be 
reconsidered and that he be re-instated in his previous position as assistant 
general secretary for mission leadership. He and Ms. Collins were suspended from 
their duties after it was made public that National Division funds had been used 
to send representatives of a dozen UMVS projects to a Mississippi rally for former 
Tchula Mayor Eddie James Carthan. They were reinstated two weeks later and given 
new assignments. Mr. Jordan's new assignment includes management of the 1984 
budgeting process for the division and coordination of mailings to annual con
ferences, notifying them of programs to be funded within their boundaries in 
1983 .... Meanwhile, in Holmes County itself, Mr. Carthan was acquitted of capital 
murder charges in early November. One of the members of the all-Black jury which 
heard the case was fired f rom his job with the Fleetwood Mobile Homes; reportedly 
no cause was given for the dismissal. The United League of Holmes County had all 
its automobile insurance cancelled without cause and a major newspaper published 
the names and addresses of all the jurors on the case. 

Statistics. The number of United Methodists in the U.S. is now just under 9.5 
million, down by 62,000 during 1981 . This is one of the smallest decreases in 
recent years. In addition to the 9.5 million, there are almost 1.4 million pre
paratory members, usually baptized children, and about 400,000 United Methodists 
in Africe, Europe and the Philippines. Church school membership declined by 
54,000 to 4.14 million. On the other hand, average attendance at the main weekly 
worship services increased by 1 ,400 to almost 3.6 million and the grand total of 
money spent for all causes increased by $162.8 million to almost $1.8 billion. 
This corresponds to a general trend, noted by a new survey by the National Council 



of Churches, showing fewer members donating more money. The survey showed a 
"sharp rise" of 13.2 percent in actual per capita giving in the 10 selected de
nominations (which intluded the UMC), well ahead of the 1981 inflation rate. 
Average per capita giving to these 10 denominations was $203 . 70 in 1980 and 
$230.51 in 1981 .... Another study, sponsored by the Roman Catholic Glenmary 
Research Center in Atlanta, on churches and church membership in the U.S., 
estimates that there are ll .5 million United Methodist 11 adherents 11 in the U.S., 
or 5.1 percent of the population. The study showed West Virginia with the high
est concentration of UM adherents, with 11.3 percent, Kansas second with 11. 1 
percent and Iowa third with 10.9 percent, followed by Oklahoma, Delaware, North 
Carolina and Nebraska. Utah has the smallest proportion, with Hawaii, Nevada 
and Rhode Island all having less than 1 percent. In actual numbers, Texas has 
the most, followed by Pennsylvania, Ohio, North Carolina and New York. The 
study is expected to aid the denomination in planning new church development 
programs. 

Egypt. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak has promised that his government is 
trying to find a way to release Coptic Orthodox Pope Shenouda III from his 
monastery exile without 11 extremists 11 stirring up more trouble.-11 We are trying 
to find a way for the man to return to his people. It will not be a long time 
at all, 11 said Mr . Mubarak . Tension between Coptic Christians and MusJims led 
to the crackdown in 1981 in which Muslim fundamentalists as well as the Coptic 
Pope, eight bishops and other Coptic leaders were detained by the late president 
Anwar Sadat. Coptic groups in the U.S. and other countries have mounted a cam
paign for the release of their spiritual leader . The executive secretary of the 
National Council of Churches, Ms. Claire Randall, has said the NCC is "deeply 
concerned" and "will continue to support the Coptic Orthodox Church in this 
difficult time. 11 

Anti -Rae ism Grants. The cont rovers i a 1 grants of the World Council of Church's 
Programme to Combat Racism were defended strongly by UM Bishop Abel T. Muzo rewa 
of Zimbabwe in a recent speech in Minneapolis. The bi shop, who was once pr i me 
minister of his country and was then among the critics of the WCC' s 1978 grant 
of $85,000 to the Patriotic Front, said Black Africans regard the gra nts as "a 
wonderful thing . 11 Bishop Muzorewa's party was subsequently badly defeated in a 
supervised election by Robert Mugabe' s and Joshua Nkomo's Patriotic Front, but 
the bishop continues to hold a seat in the pa-rliament because, he said, it gives 
him a platform "to say what needs to be said. 11 

Personalia. Fanny Dorsey, 75, a long-time activist in behalf of the aging and 
a member of Asbury UMC in Owensboro, Ky., was one of six older women honored 
during the annual convention of the Older Women's League in Louisville . .. . The 
Rev. Mary Lou Santillan Baert, a GBGM "additional member" from DeSoto, Texas, has 
been named Director of Ethnic Minority Resource Development for the UMC and will 
join the staff of the Board of Discipleship this month . ... The new editor of 
One World magazine of the World Council of Churches is Marlin VanElderen, of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, who succeeds Bruce Best who has returned to journalism in 
Australia .... Also at the WCC, director:--JUlio de Santa Ana left hi s position wi th 
the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development to begin wo r k wi th 



the Ecumenical Center for Evangelization and Popular Education, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
early this year. He is replaced by Coen Boerma, a Dutch Reformed parish minister. 
Michael Dominguez, of Indianapolis, Indiana, is the new WCC visual arts coordinator, 
which work was performed for many years by the late John Taylor. 

Deaths. Lorraine Buck, who spent many years as a Methodist missionary in Mexico 
and Cuba, died November 18 near Bessemer, Alabam~, at the age of 84 .. . . W. Wardlaw 
Moore, treasurer of the North Georgia Conference for 24 years and widely known for 
his commitment to Christian stewardship, died November 22 in -Atlanta. The brother 
of NWO Editor Arthur J. Moore, he was 72. 

Latin America Council. Five Methodists, including Argentine bishop Federico Pagura, 
were named to the 16-member board of directors of the newly formed Latin American 
Council of Churches. Bishop Pagura was unanimously named president . Of the 135 
official church delegates present, the largest number were from the growing Pen
tecostal movement, followed by Methodists and Presbyterians . All Latin American 
Methodist churches were represented except Mexico. In the only formal speech, 
Argentine Methodist Jose Miguez-Bonino warned against 11 artificial separati ·on" of 
preaching from social problems and concerns. The majority of Latin Americans, he 
said, are those 11 whom Scripture calls preferentially to our attention 11 

-- peasants, 
exploited and marginalized, undernourished children, voiceless masses. 

Third World Missioners . It is what has been described as the first time a church-
to-church agreement has been made for a group of Third World missioners to work in 
the U.S. for an extended period, five Korea n Methodist missioners will come to the 
U.S. in mid-1983 to develop new churches among Koreans already in this country and 
will stay five years. The agreement has been worked out by the National Division 
of GBGM. The Korean Methodist Church will do the recruiting and pay transportation 
and pensions and the missioners will be commissioned by a Korean bishop. It is 
hoped the missioners can become affiliated members of annual conferences. 

11 Here Comes the Wedding_ Persons 11
• Two young women in Virginia who are planning 

their weddings next May and June are annoyed that the Roman Catholic diocese in 
Richmond won't allow the traditional 11 Here Comes the Bride" at their wedding Masses. 
The ban is part of a change in the Catholic ceremony designed to give grooms as 
large a role in weddings as brides and thus, the diocese argues, it would be in
consistent to play the traditional tune if the groom were also marching down the 
aisle. 11 I am very angry, 11 says Susan Annase, 23, who plans to marry Mike Vernon 
at St. Pius in May. 11 Ridiculous, 11 says Carleen Cardellow, 22, who plans to marry 
Jeff Wilda in June. The anti - 11 Here Comes the Bri de 11 po 1 icy has been in effect for 
3 years and this is the first protest. 
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EDITORIALSt!J 
EPIPHANY IN OUR TIME 

Phillips Brooks, the great preacher, 
was once asked what he would do if he 
were made the minister of a run-down, 
dilapidated church struggling to sur
vive . Without hesitation he responded, 
" I would gather the people together. I 
would preach my best sermon. And I 
would preach it on missions!" 

Mission and evangelism are such 
central themes of the New Testament 
that practically any Sunday of the year 
would be appropriate for that sermon. 
But there is no better time than Epipha
ny. This season celebrates both the visit 
of the Magi , and hence the first contact 
between Christ and non-Jewish people, 
and the Baptism of Christ, in which for 
the first time His divine nature became 
what we would call today "public 
knowledge". The congregation which 
does not hear one sol id sermon on 
missions during Epiphany is as deprived 
as one which doesn't hear a sermon on 
the Resurrection at Easter. 

Unfortunately, far too often congre
gations take the attitude that mission 
and evangelism are luxuries. The 
priorities, especially in January, are that 
the fuel bill must be paid, the roof must 
be fixed, and the preacher should get a 
check which doesn 't bounce. These 
concerns are quite legitimate, obvious
ly. But they were not the first ones 
Phillips Brooks said he would empha
size in his message to the run-down 
church. If there is no outward vision of 
what the Church is and where it is going 
and what it must do in the world, then 
that congregation wi 11 be doomed to a 
futile round of efforts simply to survive. 

These are extremely difficult times 
economically for millions of people and 
many local churches across the coun
try. The long-promised recovery is 
obviously having a delayed arrival. 
Everyone is concerned about belt-tight
ening (everyone, it seems, except the 
Pentagon). This would seem to be a 
hard time in which to proclaim as well 
as fund Christian missionary action in 
the world . 

It was exactly a hard time in which 
Christ was first made known to the 
world . The light shined in the darkness, 
wrote John, and it is easy for us to forget 
how great that darkness was. There was 
oppression, slavery, cruelty, wicked-

ness in high places- and an enormous 
depression of the human spirits of those 
who suffered. If the Church were to wait 
only for the easy times to proclaim the 
Epiphany message it would not be 
faithful to the God who acted in that 
manifestation of Christ to the nations, a 
God who chose not an easy ti me but a 
hard one. But a time which nonetheless 
was, in the view of the Gospel writers, 
"in the fullness of time. " 

WHAT WILL YOU BE 
WHEN YOU GROW UP? 
One of the interesting by-products of 

current religious discussions about ho
mosexuality are the images of the 
church that are revealed by participants 
in those discussions. A good example of 
this occurs in the November-December 
issue of Circuit Rider where Jane Carey 
Peck of Andover Newton Theological 
School and William P. Wilson of Duke 
University Medical Center discuss the 
controversial application of the predo
minantly-gay Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community Churches to 
join the National Council of Churches . 
Peck is for it; Wilson is against it. 

What started us thinking was Wil
son's argument that homosexuals must 
be rejected as sinful because " they are 
immature individuals" and we are 
enjoined in Corinthians to " drive out 
the wicked person(s) from among us." 

Even in our psychologically oriented 
age, maturity as a requirement for 
Christians is something of a startler. Let 
us leave such fascinating questions as 
infant baptism to one sid~. Let us even 
reluctantly leave aside the numerous 
exhortations of Jesus to become like a 
child, most notably in Matthew 18:1-4. 
Wilson is obviously talking about 
grown-up people who are immature or 
who have, quoting Ruth Tiffany Barn
house, "an isolated pocket of immaturi
ty. " Unfortunately, we suspect that 
includes most of us and leaves mighty 
few candidates for Christianity . 

We're not defending this as an ideal 
state, you understand, and we certainly 
be! ieve that the struggle for maturity is 
much of what life and Christianity are all 
about. But it is a struggle and a life-long 
one at that. The actress Thelma Ritter 
was once asked by a real estate agent, 
using a code phrase to keep from renting 
to Jews, if she was a Christian . " No," 

she replied , " I am not. I've been trying 
all my life but I haven 't quite made it 
yet." 

Now that is an approach to emulate. 
Ernst Troeltsch's famous models of the 
church include what he calls the 
"church", more broad-based and re
flective of the total community, and the 
"sect", more exclusive and separate 
from the society around it. Dr. Wilson 
obviously prefers the sect model, as do 
many of today's conservative evangeli
cals . Most mainline denominations in 
the United States have a history which 
contains elements of both church and 
sect. Both have their strengths and 
weaknesses . One can lead to laxity; the 
other to sanctimoniousness. 

Neither model guarantees sanctity, or 
maturity either, since neither qua I ity is a 
fixed state. Methodists promise only " to 
go on towards perfection", not to arrive 
there. All the Church can claim is to be a 
fellowship of forgiven sinners. 

ON PLAYING GOD 
In a scientific and secular age, where 

man 's attempts to gain mastery of nature 
are preeminent, two recent events serve 
to remind us how fragile and even 
idolatrous such attempts can be. 

The first is the implanting of an 
artificial heart in a patient in Utah ; the 
second is the execution by lethal 
injection of a man in Texas. Clearly, we 
do not equate these two things morally. 
The first is an attempt to enhance and 
prolong life. The second, we think, is a 
try at making " more humane" and thus 
disguising what happens when society 
decides to kill a human being. 

Even in the case of Dr. Barney Clark, 
the heart patient, the series of misfor
tunes that have taken place since the 
initial operation remind us of how little 
we know and how humble we must 
remain when tampering with life. 

Humility is the last thing in the world 
the prison authorities in Texas can be 
accused of having. Those who would 
take a life, even in the name of the 
common good, take unto themselves 
the role of God. No amount of " hu
manizing" the method can change that 
fact nor should it be allowed to ease our 
consciences. As long as we allow 
ourselves to assent to organized mur
der, we are the ones with the defective 
and artificial hearts. 



Jewish
Chr~tbn 
Rebtions-

R bosis for o fresh stort? 

Trocy Eor~ 

Christian-Jewish relations had their 
worst year for a long while in 

1982. But the year also brought some 
developments that could give Chris
tians and Jews a basis for a fresh start. 

The Israeli invasion of Lebanon 
created an even wider gulf than 
before, dividing the many church 
leaders condemning and Jews defend
ing it. Further tension arose when Pope 
John Paul II agreed to meet with PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat on September 15. 
This brought severe attacks on the 
Pope from Israeli officials as well as 
Jewish organizations and ind ividuals 
in the U .S. and elsewhere. These 
attacks in turn aroused resentment 
among many Catholics . 

Though some individual Jews in the 
U.S. charged the Israeli government 
with unnecessary killing and destruc
tion in Lebanon, the American Jewish 
community as a whole defended the 
invasion as a necessary response to 
PLO " terrorism." But the news of the 
September 16-18 massacres in the 
Palestinian camps of Sabra and Shati
la, with some degree of Israeli com
plicity in allowing the Phalangists a 
free hand, may have shaken enough 
Jews to al low for a new dialogue on the 
Middle East. A significant number of 
Jews have been thrown into agony 
over the question of whether they are 
obligated to support any Israeli gov
ernment, no matter what. 
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This, at least, is the analysis of David 
Simpson, a United Church of Christ 
minister who has the Jewish relations 
desk at the National Council of 
Churches (NCC). " I don't know if 
we' re in trouble or falling on good 
times," he says with a mixture of irony 
and hope. 

He is, of course, by now well aware 
that he's got troub le enough, if he 
wants to look on that side. People who 
come to hand le Jewish relations for the 
NCC arrive idealistic and full of plans 
for transcending the tensions of two 
thousand years; after a few months 
they are sadder and wiser. 
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Jewish Relations Off ice 

The NCC established a Jewish rela
tions office for the first time in 1973, 
financing it with a five-year grant from 
the Lilly Endowment. As the first 
director of the office, it secured 
William Weiler, an Episcopal minister 
with an academic background and an 
interest in theological issues. On his 
arrival in 1974, he found, to his 
chagrin, that the job was largely a 
matter of hard ball politics. Jews came 
to him far more interested in what the 
NCC might say about the Middle East 
than in sharing insights into the 
Psalms. A study by the Anti-Defama
tion League in 1977 found the NCC 
"anti-Israel," and one by the Ameri
can Jewish Committee in 1979 came 
to the same conclusion . 

Dr. Weiler also discovered that 
trying to find permanent funding for 
the office was a worrisome task. NCC 
programs are usually supported by 
counterpart agencies in the denomina
tions, and no NCC denomination has a 
Jewish relations office. In 1979, about 
the time the Lilly grant ran out, he was 
offered another job and took it. 

Since funding was limited, maybe a 
part-time director would do. So next 
came Rufus Cornelsen, a Lutheran 
minister who had directed the Metro
politan Christian Council of Philadel
phia, and thought handling Jewish 
relations for the NCC would be a nice 
part-time activity for his retirement 
years. He had the ill fortune to arrive 
just as the NCC was producing a new 
Middle East statement that Jews would 
describe with such words as uncon
scionable. 

This was a major league affair, 
involving a fact-finding panel headed 
by NCC Vice-President Tracey K. 
Jones, then general secretary of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 
The statement, adopted in November, 
1980, upheld the right of Israel to exist 
as a Jewish state, but it outraged Jews 
by also supporting the right of Pales
tinians to a state and declaring that 
Israel should negotiate with the PLO. 
Mr. Cornelsen decided that he was in a 
position needing "at least" full-time 
attention, so he relinquished it. 

Meanwhile, the NCC had decided 
to move Jewish relations from its 
independent office status and make it 
part of the Commission on Regional 
and Local Ecumenism (CORLE). That 
was partly to give it structural support. 
But the move also represented a 
decision to reorient it away from the 
apparently unresolvable issue of Mid-

"The lsrQeli 
invQsion 

of LebQnon 
creQted Qn 
even wider 
gulf thQn 
before." 

Recent developments 
include the Reagan Middle 
East peace plan and its 
rejection by the Begin 
government (above), the 
Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon (below), and Pope 
John Paul ll's private 
audience with Yassir 
Arafat (left). 



die East politics and toward local 
programs . 

So in 1981 , David Simpson joined 
CORLE to work in Jewish relations . He 
had been in Danbury, Conn ., direct
ing an interfaith Association of Reli
gious Communities. Because of bud
get problems, the NCC situation was 
iffy, and he came initially as a 
consultant on a one-year leave of 
absence from Danbury. But last Sep
tember, the Committee on Christian
Jewish Relations, which oversees the 
work of his office, decided it would ask 
the NCC to employ him on a regular 
basis . 

"The first year was overwhelming to 
me," he says with some understate
ment. "Just to get a handle on the 
magnitude of the task was difficult." 
He was helped, he says, by close 
association with Eugene Fisher, a 
layman who is his counterpart for the 
U.S. Catholic Church. They are taking 
basically the same approach and 
dealing with basically the same prob
lems, Mr. Simpson says. 

As he arrived, the pot was still 
boiling from the Middle East policy 
statement. Atop that came the Israeli 
actions that kept drawing more church 
criticism-bombing Beirut and Bagh
dad in 1981 and the Lebanon events 
last year. 

(Right) A symbolic seder for 
Soviet Jews is celebrated by 

Christians and Jews. (Above) 
A model Jewish-Christian 

religious service is held at 
New York's St. Peter's 

Lutheran Church. 

Criticize Invasion 

Major voices on both the Protestant 
and Catholic sides, nationally and 
internationally, criticized the invasion 
and called for lsrae~i withdrawal. 
Many Jews reacted to this criticism 
with indignation and bitterness. To 
help alleviate the strain , Mr. Simpson 
arranged a meeting last August be
tween Jewish leaders and NCC offi
cials, including President James Arm
strong, United Methodist Bishop of 
Indiana. It did not produce agreement, 
of course, but it helped keep relation
ships alive. " Bishop Armstrong is 
highly respected in the Jewish commu
nity, and this meeting gave us a chance 
to clear the air and say we'd like to start 
over," Mr. Simpson says. 

Just one of many indications that a 
clearing of air was needed could be 
seen in the October issue of Commen
tary, monthly publication of the 
American Jewish Committee. In a 
review of The Real Anti-Semitism in 
America by Nathan and Ruth Ann 
Perlmutter, Lucy Dawidowicz com
mented: 

"Because Israel has become the 
most precious collective entity of the 
Jewish people, the embodiment of 
Jewish civilization, and the hope for 
Jewish survival, it has, most glaringly 
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since 1967, become the primary target 
of anti-Semites throughout the world . 
As one reads the documentation 
which the Perlmutters provide on the 
presence of anti-Semitism on the Left, 
among liberal Protestant church 
groups-not least the National Coun
ci I of Churches-and among blacks, it 
becomes clear that nowadays all the 
old anti-Semitic stereotypes have been 
displaced onto Israel." 

Although many Jews dislike its 
neo-conservative policy, Commen
tary is the most prestigious publication 
of the American Jewish community. So 
this charge of anti-Semitism is a sign 
that such views are not just the 
sensationalizing of · something like a 
tabloid weekly published in Brooklyn, 
The Jewish Press, which carries attacks 
on Christians by the columnful . 

Does Mr. Simpson find the NCC 
anti-Semitic? "Just as liberals in the 
1970s became aware of institutional 
racism, " he answers, "so now we are 
become aware that Christian institu
tions are guilty of institutional anti-Se
mitism. The NCC is no more or less so 
than any other." As one example of 
built-in bias, he notes that the NCC 
does not have Jewish members but has 
the Arab viewpoint represented 
through membership of the (Syrian) 
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese 

ARal 

and 1 
Heal 
are ir 
know 
rnissic 

The 
carries 
son. H 
Saul A 
dation 

I 

concer1 
adopt~ 
this job 
a big a! 
consult< 
together 
blacks , 
somethi1 
What tf 
when w1 
Sow~ 

national 
~0mmitt, 
Irons de1 
shou/d w 
lions Wit/ 
Jewish ci 
S~nagogu 
Wrth Jew· 

r 



A Rabbi blows the Ram's horn to mark the Jewish New Year observance of Rosh Hashanah. 

and other Eastern Orthodox bodies. 
He also points out that U.S. churches 
are influenced-legitimately, he ac
knowledges-by concern for their 
mission programs in Arab countries. 

Black-Jewish Relations 

The issue of black-Jewish relations 
carries special interest for Mr. Simp
son . He was formerly associted with 
Saul Alinsky' s Industrial Areas Foun
dation, made civil rights a central 
concern of his ministry and has an 
adopted black daughter. " I came into 
this job with black-Jewish relations as 
a big agenda item, and we had some 
consultations trying to help bring them 
together," he says. " But they (both 
blacks and whites) said that was not 
something for a wh ite Christian to do. 
What they. told us essentially was, 
when we' re ready to talk, we' ll talk." 

So what is the plan now? On the 
national level , Mr. Simpson says, the 
Committee on Christian-Jewish Rela
tions decided in September that it 
should work more at developing rela
tions with the religious sector of the 
Jewish community, particularly the 
Synagogue Council of America, and 
with Jewish peace groups. That does 

not mean, he says, dropping relation
ships with other agencies. In fact, the 
NCC is engaged w ith the Ameri can 
Jewish Committee in one of the fou r 
local programming efforts that consti
tute the other part of the NCC strategy. 
This is a program for training Sunday 
school teachers so they will have a 
better grasp of Judaism and can avoid 
planting the seeds of anti-Semitism. 

United Methodists are participating 
actively in these programs, and servi ng 
the NCC as the pilot denomination for 
one called " Congregations in Dia
logue," which has the Un ion of 
American Hebrew Congregations (Re
form) as the Jewish sponsor. On the 
United Method ist side, pri mary re
sponsibility for this effort is carried by 
Warren Jacobs, a minister who joined 
the staff of the Commission on Chris
tian Unity and lnterreligious Concerns 
last July. P~eviousl y, he did ecumeni
cal and interreligious work as assistant 
to the bishop of the Boston area. 

" We hope to find fifteen or twenty 
cities across the country where we can 
carry out programs of dialogue with 
synagogues," Dr. Jacobs says. " The 
standard format will be one church 
paired with one synagogue, but in 
some cases we may have more than 

one church, and in some cities a 
seminary may be involved. We are 
w o rki ng through our conference 
chairpersons to find places where we 
can use this program to develop 
something that will continue and have 
a potenti al for growth ." To deal with 
black-Jewish tension, " Congregations 
in Dialogue" will discuss racism and 
economic issues as well as anti-Semi
tism. Dialogue topics will also include 
South Africa, important for blacks in 
this context not only for its own sake 
but al so for its ties with Israel. 

Another part of this program is study 
of the new World Counci I of Churches 
" Guidelines for Christian-Jewish Dia
logue. " This remains a " usable docu
ment" despite being " watered down" 
from an earlier draft, Mr. Simpson 
says. 

He reports that United Methodists 
increased their budget support of his 
office from $4000 to $6500 last year, 
but are still second to United Presbyte
rians, who gave $7400. The office has 
an annual budget of about $80,000, 
with half sought from denominations 
and half from foundations , local 
councils of churches, individuals and 
miscel laneous sources. 
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"Congregotions 
in Diologue 

will discuss rocism 
ond economic issues 

oswellos 
onti-Semitism." 

Tuition tax credits, proposed 
by President Reagan, has 

been a divisive issue in the 
religious community. 

The Holocaust Remembered 

A third NCC program area is in 
Holocaust awareness, and financi ng 
for it has come from the U.S. Ho lo
caust Remembrance Fo unda t io n . 
" We consider this program a val uable 
entre for increasing Christian aware
ness," Mr. Simpson says. A doctoral 
student at Union Theologica l Sem i
nary in New York, Mary Edwardson, 
has been employed as a part-t ime 
worker to help with it. 

Words such as " Holocaust" and 
" genocide" often are cheapened by 
use in relation to any and every kind of 
group oppress ion. To some people, 
that may seem only another example 
of deva lu ing language, but Jews see it 
as evidence of the wor ld's unw illing
ness to face up to the depths of evi I in 
anti-Semitism. 

Brutal ki 11 i ng and oppress ion on a 
mass sca le have indeed occurred in 
many places, and keep occurring. But 
the Ho locaust remains unique as the 
only occasion w hen the government of 
a modern state has off ic iall y and 
co ld-blooded ly pursued a systematic 
plan to exterminate an entire race of 
people. For the Nazis, it w as not 
enough that Jews should be subjugat-
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ed, depri ved of all rights, imprisoned, 
rendered totall y helpless and forced to 
serve their captors; the Nazis sought to 
make the entire Jewish race cease to 
be. That is w hat deserves to be cal led 
"the" Holocaust. 

Fai lure to understand this point 
handicaps Christians in two ways. 
First, they cannot understand why 
Jews are acting as they are. When 
people are in great pain, they often 
speak and act in ways that seem 
strange to the casual bystander. The 
Holocaust is the pain in the heart of 
Jews, and Christians cannot under
stand Jewish behavior without looking 
at it squarely. The other handicap is 
that if Christians do not take ful I 
cognizance of the Holocaust, if they 
resist facing up to its unique horror and 
the role of Christians in giving it active 
or passive approval , if they perhaps 
even try to throw Holocaust words 
back as propaganda against Israel , 
they cannot expect Jews to believe 
they have a serious interest in better 
relations . Whatever crimes Israel may 
have committed , it has of course never 
attempted to exterminate a whole race 
of people, and the fact that such an 
obvious truth needs to be pointed out 
is to Jews an ominous sign. 
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Mr. Simpson does not suggest that 
Christians will necessarily agree with 
Jews about what lessons are to be 
drawn from the Holocaust. Often, 
Jews seem to expect an automatic 
movement from agreeing that the 
Holocaust was evi I to agreeing that the 
Israeli government is justified in what
ever it decides it must do to prevent 
another one. Jews do some devaluing 
of language themselves in reacting to 
criticism of Israel with charges of 
anti-Semitism . Christians grow in
creasingly resentful of that, and an 
anger likely to produce unchristian 
reactions has been generated. A fresh 
start in all this would be welcome . 

In the past, American Jews have 
tended to give Israel total support, and 
often appeared to demand of Chris
tians as the price of friendship that they 
do likewise. Those Jews who did not 
throw in their lot with theirfellow Jews 
in Israel have felt they had no right to 
second guess decisions made by those 
risking their lives. And Israeli Jews 
often intensified that pressure, saying 
to their American cousins, " If you 
won't come join us, at least don't 
criticize from your position of safety." 

But as Mr. Simpson notes, that 
pattern seems to be breaking up under 
the stress of the Lebanon invasion and 
the Palestinian massacres. So a new 
discussion may now be possible, and 
on the local level it may be possible to 
carry out joint enterprises despite 
differences over Israel. 

Even at the local level, however, 
people do want to-and need to
discuss the Middle East. So Mr. 
Simpson's office has as its fourth 
program a Middle East seminar for 
local church use. 

On the national level , movement 
continually circles back to the Middle 
East, whether anyone wishes it to or 
not. Mr. Simpson reports, "At a 
meeting we had with some people at 
the Synagogue Council, one of their 
leaders finally said, 'We thought we 
should avoid the Palestinian issue 
since it's a topic we can't agree on, but 
if it is so crucial, it is ridiculous to try to 
avoid it.'" 

Last year was a difficult year for 
Christian-Jewish relations, but some 
committed people kept the conversa
tion going. This year they might be 
able to get it going in new direct
ions. • 

Tracy Early, a free lance writer based in 
New York, is a frequent contributor to New 
World Outlook. 

"Lost year wos o difficult year for 
Christion-Jewish relations, 

but some committed people 
kept the dialogue going." 

(Below) Christian new right support for Israeli policies have led to meetings like this 
one by Menachem Begin and Jerry Falwell. (Bottom) Groups like the interreligious 
Appeal of Conscience Foundation work to strengthen ties. Here, Rabbi Arthur 
Schneir welcomes Russian Orthodox Patriarch Pimen to the U.S. 
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Week of Proyer for Christion Unity 1983: 

Jesus Christ-The Life of the World 

The theme wh ich is to guide 
our prayer for unity this year 

is "Jesus Christ- the Life of the 
World ." We have chosen th is theme 
because it is also the mai n theme of 
the Sixth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches due to meet in 
Vancouver, Canada, from July 24 to 
August 10, 1983. All Christians are 
urged to remember this event w ith 
Christian love in their thoughts and 
prayers. 

The first draft of this document 
was produced by a work ing group 
composed of representatives of the 

Irish Council of Churches and the 
Roman Catholic Advisory Commit
tee on Ecumen ism in Ireland . This 
ecumenical collaboration is itself a 
witness to life and fellowship in the 
midst of death and division . The text 
was re-worked, with international 
distribution in mind, by a preparato
ry group for the Week of Prayer for 
Chri stian Unity convened by the 
Commission on Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches and 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promot
ing Christian Unity. 

We have chosen the opening 
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verses of the 1st Epistle of John as a 
focus for our med itations. This 
passage underl ines, both in its own 
historical context and in its relation
ship to our contemporary situation, 
the importance of church commu
nion . As we listen to this message, 
we are reawakened to the need for 
unity and inspired to pray afresh that 
Christians may be one. Through it 
we are also made aware of the 
problems presented by life in th is 
world. 

Even on a fi rst read ing, th is 
passage impresses us w ith the real is-

i 
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tic way it presents the encounter of 
the apostles with Jesus Christ: their 
whole being is gripped by Christ
sight, hearing, touch. They have 
discovered the Word of Life through 
their concrete experience, and they 
announce this eternal life to us so 
that we may share it with them and 
so that with them our joy may be 
complete. 

" That which was from the begin
ning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon and touched 
with our hands, concerning the 
word of life-the life was made 
manifest, and we saw it, and testify 
to it, and proclaim to you the eternal 
life which was with the Father and 
was made manifest to us-that 
which we have seen and heard we 
proclaim also to you, so that you 
may have fellowship with us; and 
our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are 
writing this that our joy may be 
complete. "(1 John 1: 1-4, RSV) 

(1st day) Verse 1: God is not 
solitary. His life is an eternal com
munion of persons: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. From the beginning, the 
Son is the Word of life. 

(2nd day) Verse 2: The Word of 
life was made visible when he 
became flesh, when he established 
his dwelling among us (cf. Jn 1 :14). 
Those to whom Jesus manifested 
himself experienced the measure in 
which he shared our human condi
tion. 

(3rd day) Verse 3b: By his incar
nation, the Son, still dwelling with 
the Father, draws us also into his 
living communion with the Father, a 
commu'nion established by the Holy 
Spirit. 

(4th day) Verse 3a: This living 
communion with the Father and the 
Son finds visible expression in the 
ecclesial community of men and 
women who live by " the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, the break
ing of bread and the prayers" (Acts 
2:42). 

(5th day) Verses 5-7: But this 
communion in unity with God and 

(Above) Pope John Paul II 
and Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runde 
pray together at Canterbury 
Cathedral. (Right) A woman 
prays at the altar rail of the 
Church of God, Pentecostal, 
in Warwick, R.I., during a 
revival meeting. 



with one another is threatened by 
si n, by the lack of love, by every
thing of darkness which we have 
accepted in our personal lives and in 
our communities. That is w hy this 
communion will only be maintained 
and strengthened if we I ive in the 
light. 

(6th day) Verses 2-3: The exis
tence of this communion is already, 
in itself, a declaration and a testi
mony that God wants us to share his 
life. Beyond that, however, the more 
the churches unite to proclaim the 
Word of life, the more they unite in 
praise of God and in the service of 
human need, the easier it wil l be for 
the world to hear the summons to 
enter into this communion of life. 

(7th day) Verse 2: By our commu
nion in the risen Christ, life eterna l 
has already begun . The renewal of 
our personal life, of our world and of 
the whole creation is completed in 
an abundance of life which con
quers the forces of death. 

(8th day) Verse 4: In this joy which 
we receive from our commu nion 
with God and from our fellowship 
with one another even in the midst of 
difficulties, we have a foretaste of 
this abundance of life which has 
been promised us. We must testify to 
this joy, for this is what the world 
needs. In this way it will appear as a 

sign of the coming Kingdom (cf. 
Rom . 14: 17). 

Havi ng read and reflected on this 
passage of St. John, we are still 
perplexed, for the situation of the 
churches and the situation of the 
world are in stark contrast to the 
message of life in communion. 

On the one hand , we believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Word of life, the 
life of the world, for it is through him 
and in him that God communicates 
his life to the world (cf. Jn 3: 16). The 
Ch urch , the body of Christ, is a 
sacrament of communion between 
God and human beings and be
tween human beings themselves. 

On the other hand, the divisions 
among Christians impoverish com
munion and, thereby, constitute an 
obstacle to the reception of the 
message of the Gospel and a count
er-testimony to life in love. 

What is the context of these 
divisions among Christians? Today, 
more than ever before, life is threa
tened by war, famine, inj ustice, 
selfish and oppressive systems, lack 
of meaning, loneli ness. In al l these 
things we see a lack of communion, 
the absence of love, the effect of sin. 
Today, more than ever, words lose 
their meaning. The world needs a 
word : the Word of life. 

It is in this context that the unity of 

the churches becomes increasingly 
urgent, for service, for justice, for 
peace, for mission-in short, for the 
li fe of the world . It is in this context 
that Christ's prayer for unity (cf. Jn 
17) that the world may believe and 
find life in abundance becomes an 
even more urgent su mmons to us. 
May the Holy Spirit open our hearts 
and minds so that this prayer of 
Christ's may become ours more 
completely. 

(Above) singers at EL Redentor 
UMC in Lancaster, Pa. (Below) 
The choir at Christ UMC for 
the deaf in Baltimore signs a 
hymn. 
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Day 1: The Word of Life is from the 
Beginning (v. 1) 

(Gen. 1:1-2,2:4b-7; Ps. 33 : 1-12; 
Col. 1:15-17; John 1:1-4) 

Certain questions are fundamen
tal for all humanity: Where do we 
come from? What is the source of 
life? As Christians we affirm that "in 
the beginning" was God, whose 
creative word made the heavens and 
the earth and gave life to human
kind. The great stories of Scripture 
assure us not only that "in him was 
life" but that God is "the Word of 
life". This life is the mysterious 
fellowship of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. In him "all things 
hold together" in a fundamental 
unity of creation . Yet things so often 
seem to fall apart in our own world, 
and people so often feel out of touch 
with the source of existence. We 
have to renew in our lives an 
awareness of the God who made 
and sustains us. 

'We hove to renew 
in our lives on awareness 
of the God who mode 

and sustains us." 

(Left) A chaplain leads patients in 
prayer at San Antonio State 
Hospital in Texas. (Below) A 
weekly hymn sing in West 
Brooklin, Maine. 

Day 2: The Word of Life is made 
Visible (v. 2) 

(Deut. 30:11-14, 19-20; Ps . 98; 
Gal. 4:4-7; John 1 :9-18) 

God's will is to give life to 
everyone. Therefore, he has mani
fested his powerful and life-giving 
Word in many ways. Besides Moses, 
who brought the Commandments to 
the people of Israel , God called 
people in all ages to medftate the 
Word of life through their preaching 
and actions. In Jesus Christ the Word 
of life has manifested itself in a new 
and definitive way. In his preaching 
of the Kingdom of God, in the way 
he established fellowship among his 
disciples and in his acts of compas
sion, he made the eternal Word of 
life visible to the world . Through the 
Spirit of the risen Christ, we, in turn , 
are enabled as Christians to make 
the life-giving Word of God visible 
in the world. 

_, 

I • 

Day 3: Life is Fellowship with God 
(v. 3b) 

Ueremiah 31 :31-34; Ps.63:1-9; 1 
John 4: 13-16, John 15:1-5) 

External regulations cannot make 
people live in harmony with God; 
only an inner conversion of heart, 
itself the gift of the Spirit, can 
establish and maintain th is new 
relationship in which we freely 
respond with all our heart and sou l 
to the Redeeming Lord. It is in th is 
spirit of love that we abide in God 
and he in us. We have life only 
insofar as we are united with Christ 
as branch to vine. Through Christ we 
enter into fellowship with the Father 
in the Holy Spirit. Our desire for this 
fellowship is the work of the life
giving Spirit dwelling 

Day 4: Life is Fellowship with One 
Another (v. 3a) 

(Ez 37:15-22; Ps. 133 (132); Acts 
2:42-47; John 13 :33-35). · 

In the first epistle of John (1 :3), the 
" we" refers to the apostol ic commu
nity gathered around the apostles. It 
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The pope leads British and Argentine cardinals in prayer during the Falklands War. 

may also refer to each community 
which is gathered , by the service of 
ministry received from the apostles 
and by the celebration of the sacra
ments, in the profession of the 
apostolic faith . In and through such 
a community we are brought into 
fellowship with the Father, through 
the Son, in the Spirit. Today our 
communities are divided . Ezekiel 
shows us the Almighty reuniting the 
two parts of his people. We pray that 
this power of God will give success 
to our efforts to restore organic unity 
in a conciliar fellowship between 
local churches truly united in the 
image of the apostolic commu n·ty. 
Only then wi 11 the effective, fraternal 
love, characteristic of true disciples 
of Christ, be fully manifested . 

Day 5: Life is Threatened by Dark
ness (VY. 5-7) 

(Isa 59 :9b-15, 20; Ps. 37 :1-13; 1 
Jn 1 :5-7; Lk 23:44-49). 

Sin, injustice, violence and false
hood destroy the communion be
tween human beings. These powers 
are unleashed upon Jesus on the 
cross and are felt by the disciples as a 
menace, shaking their faith and 

conversion, fidelity to the Gospel 
and openness one to another. 
Growing communion with Christ 
strengthens us for the struggle with 
sin, purifies us, keeps us in the truth 
and helps us to become workers for 
unity. 

Day 6: Life is Proclaimed to the 
World (VY. 2-3) 

(Isa. 61 :1-4; Ps . 34 (33):1-10; II 
Cor. 4 :7-15; Mt 28:16-20). 

Isaiah announces the calling of a 
human being whose coming will be 
good news for the poor, deliverance 
for the captives, joy and help for the 
reconstruction of the human city. 
This same confidence for the hum
ble is also celebrated in Psalm 34. 
Christians see the fulfillment of this 
promise in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. They are sent 
into the world to witness to this hope 
by their words and their lives amid 
tribulations and even persecutions. 
If this announcement of the life is to 
be fully 'credible, it demands the 
common witness of all Ch~istians . 

Day 7: Eternal Life (v. 2) 

keeping them at a distance. Chris- (Lam. 3:17-26; Ps. 16:5-11 ; Col. 
tians cannot say that they are in 3:1-4, 11-15; Jn . 5:24-27). 
communion with God if they act As Christians we are not strangers 
divisively. Division between Chris- to the question posed by death or to 
tians is above all a spiritual problem the temptation to despair. Only as 
which can only be solved through we daily experience God's faithful-
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ness is hope born anew and death 
transformed into life. This way was 
the way of Jesus and we are hence
forth associated with his death and 
his resurrection . Eternal life is as
sured to the Christian by Christ, 
who, like the Father, has life in 
himself. In a time when so many 
human being are questioning the 
very meaning of life and are victims 
of ideologies which deny eternal 
life , we are cal led as never before to 
proclaim our faith together. 

Day 8: The Joy of Life in Communion 
(v. 4) 

Uer. 31 :10-13, Ps. 149; Phil. 
4 :4-9; Jn. 15 :10-15). 

Joy is essential to I ife, to commu
nion with God of which it is the 
radiance. Comfort and joy are pro
mised to all, young and old, by the 
prophet Jeremiah, and Christ wants 
to make us partakers of the fullness 
of his own joy. With this in view, he 
invites us to a perfect knowledge of 
the wi 11 of the Father and to a 
complete brotherly and sisterly love. 
All who give their lives in following 
Christ, create life and find joy. This 
joy which the Christian community 
lives and celebrates is thus the fruit 
of the cross. It permeates daily life 
and its cares with thanksgiving. It 
witnesses in the world to the life 
given by the Spirit to our communi
ties. 
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..--------------- Some Suggestions for an Order of Worship ----------------. 

The following is offered as one 
possible order of worship for cele
brating the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. We strongly urge 
local councils, conferences or com
mittees to adapt the material found 
here to fit the needs and traditions of 
their own place. They will also want 
to add hymns or special music as 
appropriate. 

Greeting 

Reading of theme text: 1 John 
1:1-4 

Opening Prayer:Merciful God, 
we thank you for the wondrous gift 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, through 
whom we are able to find true life. 
Lead us to reconc iliation, crossing 
all barriers between us. Grant that 
we may learn to love one another to 
the glory of Your name. Yours be the 
glory forever and ever. Amen . 

Confession of sins and declaration 
of forgiveness 

Readings (one of the sets of 
lessons chosen from the 8 days) 

Lesson from the Old Testar.ient 

Psalm (read responsively) 

Lesson from the New Testament 
Gospel 

Meditation (as given in text) or 
homily 

Liturgical Action:Grain , flowers 
or candles may be distributed 
among the participants as a visible 
sign of life. 

Creed (e .g., the Nicene) 

Offering for the poor 

Intercessory Prayer 
for the unity of the Church 
for the I ife of the world 
for suffering 
for ourselves and our community 
for special needs and concerns (a 

period of silence) 

Responsive Prayer (an adaptation 
of a traditional Irish prayer ascribed 
to St. Patrick): 

Leader: I arise today through a 
mighty strength , the invocation of 
the Tri nity, th rough belief in the 
threeness, through confession of the 
oneness of the Creator of Creation . I 
arise today. 

Congregation : Thro ugh the 
strength of Christ's birth and his 
baptism, through the strength of his 
cruc ifi xion and his burial , through 
the strength of his resurrection and 
his ascension, through the strength 
of his descent for the judgment of 
doom. 

Leader: I arise today 

Congregation : Throug h t he 
strength of the love of Cherubi m, in 
obed ience of angels, in the service 
of archangels, in- hope of resurrec
tion to meet with reward, in prayers 
of patr iarch s, i n pred ictio ns of 
prophets, in preaching of apostles, 
in faiths of confessors, in innocence 
of holy virgins, in deeds of righteous 
persons. 

Leader: I arise today 

Congregation : Through t he 
strength of heaven : Light of sun, 
Radiance of moon, Splendor of fi re, 
Speed of lightning, Swi ftness of 
wind, Depth of sea, Stability of 
earth, Firmness of rock . 

Leader: I arise today 

Congregation: Through God ' s 
strength to pilot me: God's might to 
uphold me, God's w isdom to gu ide 
me, God's eye to look before me, 
God's ear to hear me, God's word to 
speak for me, God's hand to guard 
me, God's way to lie before me, 
God's shield to protect me, God 's 
host to save me. 

Leader: Christ to shield me today 

Congregation : Christ w ith me, 
Christ before me, Christ beh ind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, Christ on my ri ght, 
Christ on my left, Christ w hen I lie 
down, Christ when I sit down, Christ 
when I ari se, Christ in the heart of 
everyone who thinks of me, Christ in 
the mouth of everyone w ho speaks 
of me, Christ in every eye that sees 

me, Christ in every ear that hears 
me. 

Leader: I arise today through a 
mighty strength, the invocation of 
the Trinity, through belief in the 
threeness,through confession of the 
oneness of the Creator of Creation . 

Lord 's Prayer 

Greeting of Peace 

Concluding Prayer (from North
ern lreland): Father God, we are 
people of our time and of ou r 
situation . Around us are the signs 
and symbols of fear, of hatred, of 
death. Father, we have tried to fi nd 
ways to peace and reconcil iation, 
but always too little, always too late, 
always our hopes have been des
troyed . We are perplexed and angry 
and, even, hopeless. We want to 
walk away from it all , to wash our 
hands of it, to get out. But every ti me 
we turn to go, our way is blocked, 
barred by a cross, the cross of Christ. 
You , Lord , make us people of hope. 
You save us from cynicism and 
despair. You give us hope founded 
on your victory over evil , over 
hatred, even over death itself. And 
this hope in your risen life breaks 
into our broken life as a light sh ining 
out of deep darkness, as a seed 
growing even in a wasteland . Fa
ther, God, we are people of our 
time . A ll around us are signs of 
despair, yet we hope in the sign of 
signs-your empty cross. For you 
are alive for evermore and your 
people are prisoners-prisoners of 
hope. Thanks be to God. Amen 

Benediction and Dismissal. • 
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EXPLOITING INDlfl') TRIBAL WOR~ERS-

When two young men armed with a 
. 38 revolver broke into the New 

Delhi home of a Member of Parliament 
and held five hostages for nine hours 
they opened a new chapter in the 
history of labor agitation in India . The 
conventional means of communica
tion between labor and management 
and labor and government are no 
longer valid. Strikes have long since 
become mundane and ineffective as 
can be seen by the 250-day old strike 
by 270,000 textile workers which has 
left 62 mills paralyzed in Bombay. It is 
no longer news and no one is interest
ed i r. knowing how these workers 
whose ~verage monthly income is 
around Rupees 400 (about $40 U.S.) 
are subsisting during this ordeal. 

If public opinion and government 
reaction is so apathetic in a city like 
Bombay, who would care about coal 
mine workers in a remote part of this 
vast country? The fact that none of the 
recognized trade unions have shown 
any interest in the plight of coal mine 
workers in Madhya Pradesh is indica
tive of the genera l lack of wi 11 to do 
anything for them. The gun-wieldi ng 
two young ideologues sought to bring 
some sort of civi I ized order into the 
lives of people who have been treated 
no better than slaves. When all ac
cepted labor practices failed to arouse 
the conscience of the authorities they 
hit upon this novel idea to plead the 
case of the workers. This time the 
hostages were released without a shot 
being fired but the future is indeed 
bleak and others may not be so lucky. 

Reasonable Demands 

The workers in the coal mines of 
Madhya Pradesh, Central India, are 
not jus ordinary laborers. They are 
known in India as tribals who have, for 
centuries, been away from the main
stream of life. They have lived in 
extreme poverty and ignorance and 
the scheme to tap thi s pool of labor 
force was, indeed, meant to improve 
their I ife styles but what the Govern
ment of India, who own the coal fields, 
ended up doing is use them as slave 

· Arun Gandhi 

and what the two young gun-wielders 
demanded during their siege was ve ry, 
very reasonable . 

Their first demand was that the 
30,000 workers be given adequate 
drinking water facilities. It is unima
ginable that a government coa l mi ne 
could function for all these years 
without this basic amenity. 

Their second demand was that more 
medical facilities be provided. For the 
30,000 workers and their fami lies 
there is only one hospital , incapab le of 
meeting the specia l needs of mi ners 
who suffer from innumerable respira
tory disorders because of the natu re of 
thei r work. 

The third demand was that the 
Government immediate ly set up a 
special high-powered committee to 
review the living and working condi
tions of the coal miners and suggest 
steps to improve them. 

The demands were genera lly con
sidered to be reasonable and certai nly 
not such as to evoke confrontati on as a 
response . Yet, the two young activists 
were hauled to prison. Meanw hile, 
instead of doi ng somethi ng to assuage 
the living conditions of these and other 
miners, the Government of Ind ia had 
launched investigations to find out 
who-CIA or KGB- had motivated 

these two young men into such drastic 
action . 

The pl ight of the tribal miners in 
Madhya Pradesh and Bihar is deplor
able, to say the least. What is worse is 
that the Ind ian government continues 
to remain unmoved and will not even 
perm it individuals to bring some sol
ace to them. It would apear as though 
the Ind ian government deliberately 
wants the Tribal s to remain impo
veri shed and ignorant. 

Working for the Depressed 

Shanker Guha Niyogi is another 
young man inspired to work for the 
economically oppressed . He graduat
ed in Science from the University of 
Calcutta 1 5 years ago and embarked 
on a search for a miss ion in life all by 
himsel f. He travelled through rural 
India all the way from Calcutta to 
Central India, and stumbled onto the 
coal mining area of Madhya Pradesh . 
He was appalled by what he saw in the 
Chattisgarh coal fields and decided to 
stay there. He took up employment 
with the Bhilai Steel Mills, another 
Government of India undertaking, but 
did not last long. 

He says: " The management felt my 
interest in the laborers was un-

labor. The condition of these tribal Workers at the Chattisgarh coal fields, wearing their miner's helmets, take part in 
workers is, to put it mildly, atrocious demonstration. 
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healthy." 
But thi wa not Niyogi 's mi ion in 

life. What h want d to do wa to get 
as clo e to the min work r a 
po sible so that he ould learn ome
thing about their agonie and gain 
ac eptance. Since he was now jobless 
he decided to become a goat herd . He 
acquired some animal and moved 
around with them from village to 
village coming closer and closer to the 
tribals . After a few years when he 
finally gained their confidence he set 
up the Chattisgarh Mines Shramik 
Sangh (CMSS), a labor union with a 
difference, since it enlarged the scope 
of its activities much beyond working 
conditions. What Niyogi envisaged 
was a form of total revolution which 
would lift the people out of the social , 
cultural and economic morass they 
found themselves in. 

Niyogi says: " When I first got here 
the thing that shocked me most was 
that the little money these people 
earned was spent largely on buying 
alcohol. It only aggravated their pover
ty ." 

True, these tribals are fond of 
drinking but what they have been 
consuming for centuries is a form of 
wine made from mahua flowers at 
home. What the government has done 
now is to prohibit them from making 
this wine and issued licenses to 
Congress (I) Party luminaries to sell 
them a form of hard and extremely 
harmful liquor known as "snake 
juice". 

"I had to stop this," Niyogi explains. 
"Not only did it ruin the health of the 
workers but that of entire families since 
they had no money left to buy food 
with." 

Fighting Alcohol Evils 

Niyogi organized the women and 
inspired them to fight the evil of 
alcohol. The women boycotted hus
bands who came home drunk. They 
were not permitted to enter their 
homes. The campaign was a great 
success. More and more men stopped 
drinking and the bars began taking 
heavy losses. In desperation, the 
bar-owners got gangsters to terrorize 
the tribal workers and their leader 
Niyogi. But when that failed, S. S. 
Bhatia, a prominent member of the 
Congress (I) Party who shared his 
profits with the party, used his political 
clout. He got Niyogi and some of his 
activists arrested in February, 1981 . 
During the period of two months that 
they were in jail the government also 

attempt d to d moli h th du tional 
and soci I in titution t up by th 
CMSS. 

" Five years ago the e miners earned 
only a measly Rupee 5 (50 ent ) a 
day for about 13 hour of work. They 
cooked only one meal in the evening, 
a brew made of rice . Vegetables, 
meats and milk were luxuries they 
could not afford. What remained of the 
rice brew after the evening meal was 
saved for the next day's lunch ." 

On this sparse diet the men and 
women had to work in the mines and 
outside for periods of 13 or 14 hours a 
day. Because of their ignorance the 
miners became prey to businessmen 
and store-keepers who further exploit
ed the workers by advancing them 
loans at exorbitant interest. N iyogi 
formed cooperative grain stores under 
the CMSS so that they got all their 
provisions at fair prices. After his 
arrest, however, even these stores 
were shut by the government of the 
State without any cause. The CMSS 
had started schools for adults and 
children and through union negotia
tions they also managed to raise the 
pay of the workers from Rupees 5 (50 
cents) to Rupees 19 ($1 . 90) a day. 

"There is much that we have to do," 
Niyogi says. After his relea e in April 
last year Niyogi went back and picked 
up the threads. He knows it is going to 
be hard and is now aware that the 
government is inclined to help the 
enemy of the worker more than the 
agents of change but he persists 
because he feels committed. 

What amazes Niyogi is that through 
all his campaigns "none of the organ
ized trade unions, not even the leftists, 
supported us in spite of our requests for 
help to stop this form of exploitation." 

The union bosses in Bombay say 
they have their hands full with prob
lems in cities so "why should we get 
involved in areas beyond our con
trol?" Besides, it is unlikely that 
urbanized labor would consider going 
on a sympathy strike for rural tribals. 
Yet, ironically, now that the textile 
strike in Bombay appears to be making 
no impact on the management or the 
Indian Government the strike leaders 
have gone to rural areas to appeal for 
support from the peasants. 

The Government's stand toward the 
tribal workers is to suppress their 
aspirations. They fear that organizing 
them, giving them higher wages and a 
better life with education and health 
facilities will only increase their de
mands to such proportions that the 
Government will find them impossible 

to m t. A it i , th n d of ju t 20 
p r nt of th 680 million popul tion 
of th ountry that is urbaniz d, 
edu ated, employed and vo al, re 
becoming overwhelming. 

The Poor and Elections 

In the peculiar form of demo racy 
that exists in India, the party that has 
the support of industrial giants has the 
best chance of winning an election . 
Vast amounts of donations are co l
lected from industrial firms to pur
chase votes from the poor. In a country 
where almost 60 percent live in abject 
poverty, a gift of a sari or some 
currency notes is like a fortune. 

A former Director of the UN-spon
sored International Institute of Popula
tion Studies in Bombay says that city Is 
very astutely divided into electora l 
constituencies so that of the 25,000 
electorate in each constituency at least 
10,000 are poor, homeless laborers. 

According to his study, not more 
than 42 percent of the electorate 
exercise their franchise in any constit
uency. Thus any candidate who can 
give the 10,000 poor the most lucra
tive gift is assured of winning. 

It is generally the party in power that 
has the leverage needed to make the 
industrialists contribute substantiall y. 
Industry in India is totally beholden to 
the government for its very basic 
needs--raw materials, licenses and 
equitable prices for its products. 

The intelligentsia which finds Itself 
outnumbered by the poor have be
come disillusioned and prefer not to 
participate in elections which an 
increasing number of them have come 
to regard as a "great farce". To them 
the type of democracy that is practiced 
in India, where personal charisma and 
money power plays an important role, 
has become meaningless. 

It stands to reason, therefore, that 
the Government of India would like to 
perpetuate the type of economic in
terdependence that exists. Industrial 
ists depend upon the Government for 
their existence and the Government 
depends upon the poor to remain in 
power. This is why the type of work 
that Niyogi, and many hundreds like 
him, are doing will never be allowed 
to succeed beyond a limit set by 
politicians in power. • 

Arun Gandhi is editor of Imprint, a 
magazine dealing in so ial question In 
Bombay. Raised in South Afri a at an 
ashram founded by his grandfath r, M a
hatma Gandhi, h has lived in India In 
1956. 
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FROM DESPAIR TO HOPE: 
Somalia's Ali Matan 

When South African 
photographer Peter Mugabane 

took these dramatic pictures 
slightly more than a year ago 

at the Ali Matan refugee 
camp, refugees were still 

streaming across the border 
from Ethiopia into Somalia. 

Ali Matan today is one of 37 
such camps that punctuate 

much of the landscape of that 
beleaguered African nation. 

Ali Matan (right) is home 
for some 15,000 

to 20,000 victims 
of war, drought, and famine

mostly women and children. 
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Of the over 10 million refugees reported in the world today, more than 2.3 million are on the African 
continent. Somalia has the most serious refugee problem in Africa, and one of the largest 
concentrations of refugees in the world-one refugee for every five Somali. 

Photo by Peter Magubane 

United methodist General Boord of Global ffiinistries 
New World Outlook mogozine 
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At the height of the war 
between the two countries, 
Ali Matan was the last hope 
for a helpless people. But 
under the care and direction 
of Interchurch Response (ICR) 
for the Horn of Africa, a 
cooperative effort of Church 
World Service (which 
includes the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief), 
Lutheran World Relief and 
Catholic Relief Services, Ali 
Matan has become a city of 
small huts, and from 
emergency relief its people 
have advanced rapidly to work 
for their own self-sufficiency. 

In the past all water had to be carried 
(top) from nearby Juba River, then 
purified. Today wells drilled by ICR 
technicians produce much of the camp's 
good clear water. Crudely constructed 
wooden huts Oeft) have been replaced 
by mud brick buildings, and though 
despair still mars the face of the 
young Somali woman (above), 
malnutrition and disease that once 
took an estimated 110 to 150 lives 
every week (including those of the 
woman and child on the preceding 
page) have been eliminated by 
extensive medical and supplemental 
feeding programs. 



Ali Matan has been a regional agricultural 
center in Somalia, with demonstration instruction 
and resources going to men and women farmen 
for effective water management, irrigation, land 

preparation, oxen-ploughing, planting, weeding, 
composting, goat grazing, seed storage, use 

of local materials and pest control. A of last 
June, some 400 hectare in the camp were under 

cultivation with 650 familie planting sorghum, 
maize and numerou vegetables and &ui . 

ew programs in animal husbandry and 
horticulture have been tarted. Another crucial 
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Getting 
at 'the Core 
of Issues 

UN-Washington Seminars 

Nelson A Navarro 

The topic of the day could be 
anything culled from the current 

headlines-the massacre of Palestin
ian refugees in West Beirut, American 
" complicity" in the crimes of the Shah 
of Iran or the impact of the nuclear 
arms race on dwindling social services 
to the poor and the aged . 

The attentive listeners come straight 
out of Middle America-bespectacled 
grandmothers beaming in their bright
ly colored pantsuits, small-town pas
tors intently taking copious notes for 
future sermons, high school students a 
little restless in their blue jeans and 
sneakers looking like they wish the 
lectures went faster so they can get on 
with the sightseeing ahead . 

Each year, from October to May, 
this is an all-too-familiar weekday 
scene at 777 U.N. Plaza in New York 
and at 100 Maryland Avenue in 
Washington, D.C. as hundreds of 
United Methodists members from all 
over the country line up for two-to-five 
day " citizens tours" focused on how 
the American government works and 
what's behind the global issues of war 
and poverty that beset the 118-odd 
member states of the United Nations. 

" We conduct what we call ' instru
mental seminars, "' says Carolyn· 
Mcintyre, the energetic administrator 
of the United Methodist Seminars on 
National and International Affairs 
(SNIA), perhaps the only program of its 
kind among Protestant denominations 
in the United States . "We try to 
provide new perspectives, not just 
new facts. We try to help people 
understand why things happen the 
way they do, to provide historical 
perspective for current events so that 
they will not be victimized by current 
headlines." 

Widely respected in many annual 
conferences for its "leadership devel
opment" efforts, SNIA has always 
been at the " forefront of issues-<:on
troversial issues-regarding mission 
for Chri~tians , " Ms. Mcintyre proudly 
says of the 30-year-old program, 
which operates on a modest annual 
budget of about $235 ,000 and which 
she runs from the stately Metpodist 
building just a stone's throw from the 
U.S Capitol in Washington . 

"Clearly an Educational Experience" 

In spite of a commitment to " get at 
the core" of such hot issues as the 
Middle East conflict and civil wars in 
Latin America, she says that there has 
been " no fundamental questioning of 
the value of the program and what it is 
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doing" among seminar parti cipants 
and even among the general church 
membership . 

" It is clearly an educationa l experi 
ence that is comfortable for a lot of 
participants," she says of SNIA's we ll 
known format of lectures from " very 
committed" experts, active exchanges 
between the experts and the part ici
pants, and such uncomfortable, po
tentially wrenching experiences as 
watching an anti-Khomeini demon
stration in front of the United Nations 
or listening to an El Salvador activist 
castigate the U.S. government for its 
muddled Latin America policy. 

Comfortable or not, a steady stream 
of United Methodists have been com
ing to the two seminar centers since 
the heady days of the creation of the 
United Nations in the late 1940s and 
most especially at the height of the 
civil rights and anti-Vietnam war 
movements in the 1960s. They have 
been doing so by charter bus and 
planeloads of 25 to 100 at the annual 
rate of 3,000 persons, accounting for 
today's impressive " alumni " list of 
about 100,000 persons, many of 
whom, Ms. Mcintyre says, now occu
py key positions in various United 
Methodist jurisdictions and local 
churches. 

Formally established in 1974 in its 
present form as a joint program of the 
Women's Division and the Board of 
Church and Society, SNIA is a direct 
offshoot of many citizens' education 
programs of the late 1940s and 1950s 
that had been pioneered by various 
groups like the former Women's Divi
sion of Christian Service, the National 
Methodist Youth Fellowship, the Na
tional Methodist Student Movement 
and a number of annual conferences 
with active interests in government 
and international affairs. 

Apart from highly visible issues like 
the Middle East, the nuclear arms race 
and Central America, the program's 
hectic agenda currently includes the 
question of international economic 
justice or the so-called North-South 
issue between the advanced industri
alized countries and the increasingly 
militant developing countries of the 
Third World. 

The Seminar program complements 
a broad range of Women's Division 
educational programs ranging from 
the annual schools of mission to 
special seminars on such subjects as 
the Law of the Sea or Lebanon . 

" What makes the UN seminars 
unique is that they are held in New 
York and Washington and not on the 

local level ," says Else M . Adjal i, 
executive secretary for UN and Inter
national Affairs of the Women's Divi
sion and former SNIA administrator. 

A Loyal Clientele 

Combining comprehensive d iscus
sion of selected world issues with the 
appeal of spending a few days or a 
week in the nation's capital or in the 
Big Apple, the seminar program has 
developed a very loyal and outspoken 
clientele, many of whom come back 
year after year. An esti mated 50 
percent of all participants attend se
minars in both cities. 

Actually, SNIA strictly limits its 
functions to providing the " educa
tional " aspects o f each semin ar 
group's visit. Apart from negotiations 
on topics or speakers preferred by each 
group, the program has little to do with 
selecting participants, transporting 
them to New York or Washington, 
billeting them in hotels and arranging 
for sightseeing activities. All those 
extra activities are handled by the 
seminar leader operating at the annual 
conference level , who is often an 
expert at combining group members' 
interests in the seminar itself and in 
seeing the sights and sounds of the big 
city. 

Each participant contributes from 
$75 to as much as $300, often 
supplemented by church contribu
tions, for a few days' stay in such 
places as the Hotel Edison in New 
York's Time Square or a Holiday Inn in 
Washington , D.C. All expenses for 
food and entertainment are extra . 

SNIA's limited functions account for 

Participants in a seminar. 

"We try 
to provide 

new perspectives, 
not just 

new facts." 
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"What makes the 
seminars unique 
is that they are 

held in New York 
and Washington 

and not at 
the local level." 

(Above) The Methodist Building in Washington is 
located across from the Capitol and the Supreme Court 
building. (Below) Youth groups are an important part of 
the seminars. 
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its mini-staff which , apart from ad
ministrative support, mainly consists 
of seven seminar designers-four in 
New York and three in Washington. 
Two of these designers work half-time 
on a unique job-sharing plan . 

Although the seminar groups tend to 
vary in terms of composition and 
interests and the region they're coming 
from, they are unanimous in acknow
leding SNIA's continuing ability to 
provide a " broader perspective" not 
only of Christian mission but of politics 
and life in general. 

" We get a wider glimpse of the 
world as opposed to our Midwest 
parochialism, " says Janet Baker, a 
seminar leader from Worthington, 
Ohio, who has been bringing groups 
to New York and Washington for the 
past 19 years. "You know, we think 
we' re the center of the world. Here we 
get a view of how the rest of the world 
looks at us." 

For this year's group of 47 persons 
which she took to 777 U.N. Plaza last 
September, this "glimpse" included a 
hard-hitting hour-long video docu
mentary on Israeli forces in Lebanon. 
The filmmaker, llan Ziv, a Jewish 
intellectual very critical of the Begin 
government, followed the harrowirfg 
visual presentation with a scathing 
account of U.S. involvement in 
Begin's policies towards the Palestin
ian people. 

Many of the participants, some 70 
percent of them middle-aged women, 
were visibly moved by the presenta
tion . 

""We were pro-Israel when we 
came," admits Pat Petry, a member of 
the Eastmont UM Church in Dayton, 
Ohio. "Now we've learned more 
about the Middle East. We've not 
necessarily become anti-Israel but 
now we have a greater understanding 
of the situation . We can now present 
the other side of the issue to our study 
groups back home." 

The Rev. James Freshour, a rural 
pastor from Crooksvi I le Charge, Ohio, 
says the seminar has elevated him from 
what he cal Is the status of the "average 
Methodist." 

I'm going out of here with above 
average understanding of the issue," 
he says as his wife Mary Kay nods in 
agreement. "Before I came, I would· 
have been very hesitant to talk about 
it. II 

Seeing the actual suffering of Pales
tinian refugees on video and getting a 
first person account of the war from 
Mr. Ziv were very convincing eye
openers for the 34-year-old minister. 
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The Church Center at the UN is across the street from UN headquarters. 

" I' m concerned about the human 
interest involved," he says . " In the 
newspapers it's all cut and dried . You 
can't imagine real people affected by 
government policies." 

Bonnie Woodward, a blond, very 
intense 17-year-old senior high stu
dent from Spring Mills, Pa., is even 
more emphatic about the lessons he 
has learned from another seminar he 
attended early in October, his second 
in two consecutive years. 

" I've learned," he says, " that the 
views we get are outdated , twisted 
around so we feel good about them . 
The U.S. has done things we don 't 
want to hear about, like CIA activities 
in Iran ." 

Woodw ard 's mixed group of adults 
and high school student from Central 
Pennsylvania spent three days of 
spirited discussions about Iran, in
cluding direct encounters with three 
conf lict ing Iran ian factions demon
strating againt the strife-torn country's 
foreign minister at the United Nations. 
The encounters left many of the 
students shaken by the " hos ti I ity and 
anger" of the demonstrators against 
the United States. 

Not All Work 

Coming to New York or Washington 
is not, however, all work and no play 
for seminar partic ipants, who often 
come from small cities and rural areas 
of America . 

" Our top drawing card is a chance 
to experience New York or W ashing
ton or both " admits the Rev. Don 
Holden, the amiable pastor of Zion 
United Methodist Church in York, Pa., 
who has been organizing seminars 
from Central Pennsylvania for the past 
13 years. 

For his 24-member group this year, 
the " New York Experience" involved 
standard treats such as a Chinatown 
dinner, two Broadway shows ("Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dream 
Coat" and " Pirates of Penzance"), lots 
of shopping and a much-awaited v isit 
to Mama Leone's, the popular Times 
Square Italian re staurant featuri.1g 
strolling mandol in players and an 
eat-all-you-can policy. 

" You've got to go there," he says as 
members of the group exchanged 
knowing smiles. " It' s fabulous, at least 
when you ' re from Central Pennsy lva
nia. " 

Frances and Robert Stockstill , a 
retired couple from Dayton who came 
with the West Ohio group, have been 
coming for what they call " our week in 
New York" for the past five years. " We 
visit museums, see plays, take the 
Circle Line and do everything in 'See 
New York,"' they add, referring to the 
touri st brochure ava ilable at all hotel 
lobbies . 

However, the Rev. Doyle Kli nger, 
pastor of Grace United Methodi st 
Church in Center Hall , Pa ., insists that 
the seminar itself- not the accompan-

ying touri st del ights-make up the 
most important part of the " New York 
Experience." 

" Having a good time is very impor
tant," he says matter-of-factly, " but 
we alw ays give emphasis to the 
seminar. We are fairly faithful about 
keeping that pri ority ." 

Seminar lecturers have generally 
high pra ise for the "seriousness of 
purpose" and the attendance record of 
the partici pants at their seminars. 

Prof. tu art Schaar, a professor of 
politi cal science and SNIA specialist 
on the Midd le East for the past five 
years, cons iders his regular encoun
ters with the sem inar ~~oup "the most 
important pol iti cal work in my life." 
Except for two months in the summer 
when SNIA grounds to a virtual halt, 
he makes an appearance once or twice 
a week at 777 U.N . Plaza. 

Lecturers are paid $30 per semin
ar-" peanuts" as far as the lecturers 
are concerned-but, according to the 
Brooklyn College professor, they don't 
mind it because there are other re
wards in terms of "reachi ng out" to 
people on vital issues of the day. 

" These people are important," he 
says. " They wri te their congressmen. 
They have regional conferences. They 
work hard. It's a way of reaching the 
grassroots level of America ." • 

Ne lson Navarro is a writer for the 
Ed ucation and Cultivation D ivision , 
GBGM. 
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churches." 

Among the activities at 
Valley View's Evening Care 

Center are: (left) visits by the 
clown ministry; (center) 

making ice cream; (right, 
top) meals together; (right, 

bottom) cookouts; one-to-one 
conversations (top, next 

page); games (next page, 
bottom). 

Respite Core 
A Pion for Volunteer Action 
Tob.Y Gould 

I t wasn't too many years ago that 
most fam ilies were advised to 

institutionalize their children w ith 
handicapping conditions. About sixty 
years ago, a soc iety which provided 
large, separate training schools for 
blind, deaf or mentally retarded per
sons was considered a forward-think
ing, compassionate society. 

These days, however, the words 
de-institutional ization , mainstream
ing and normalizations are the themes 
for education, rehabi I itation and pol it
ical action among persons with handi
capping conditions. Besides the jour
nalistic prodding caused by abuses 
within the institutions, theorists and 
practitioners now see the benefits 
derived from growing up in a family 
and living as an acti ve member of 
society . Such laws as the Rehabi I ita
tion Act of 1973 and Public Law 
94-142c al I for and make provision for 
services to be provided to persons with 

handicapping conditions w ithin the 
community . 

Persons with handicapping condi
tions and their fam ilies often find 
themselves supported by a patchwork 
of services from various agencies. 
Among the missing pieces in that 
patchwork are socialization for the 
young adult with a handicapping 
condition and time away from direct 
care for the family . An emerging 
concept in care is beginning to meet 
that need . Respite care is the tem
porary relief of the famil y from the 
ongoing care of the person who is 
disabled. Respite care programs can 
be classified according to the length of 
these programs. 

Summer Camping Program 

The oldest and most familiar respite 
program is the summer camping pro
gram. In this setting, children and 
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young people u ually having a partic
ular handicapping condition share 
their e periences and learn better 
ways of coping with their disability. At 
Camp Carefree, held at Geneva Point 
Center, a facility of the National 
Council of Churches, children with 
diabetes learn over two weeks how to 
better regulate their activities, diet and 
use of insulin . Through this program 
run by the ew England Diabetes 
Association , parents are not only 
released from responsibilities for the 
camping period but usually children 
return home better able to deal with 
their diabetes, therefore reducing the 
direct care necessary by the parents. 

At Camp Share in the Rocky Moun
tain Annual Conference, the Rev. Earl 
Miller brings together young people 
with and without handicapping con
ditions for a summer experience in 
community living. The program em
phasizes interdependence as a Chris
tian life-style. The ability of all young 
people to share in the fun and 
responsibilities of camping in the 
mountains translates into the relation
ships necessary for everyday life for 
each of us. 

The Riverview Weekend Respite 
Program in Cedar Falls , Iowa is 
providing a different type of service. 
Here camp facilities are used to give 

weekend respite care for persons with 
handicapping conditions and their 
families . While schools and vocation
al programs are often a day long 
activity for some persons with handi
capping conditions, weekends give 
parents forty-eight hours of unrelieved 
care. Weekend respite care gives this 
break to parents so they may spend 
time with their other children or with 
each other. These other bonds in the 
family are often strained or broken 
when care becomes a burden with no 
relief in sight. 

Annual Conference camping facili
ties are obvious sites for both summer 
and weekend respite programs. At a 
time when many camps are ex
periencing decreased enrol I ment, res
pite care can open a new direction for 
service. If a camping program is 
considering providing respite care, it is 
imperative for that camp to be access
ible to persons with handicapping 
conditions. Access provides greater 
independence for persons with handi
capping conditions as well as general 
safety for the program. 

Evening Care Center 

But respite care is not just a facet of 
institutional ministry. For more than 
three years, the Valley View United 

Methodist Church in Overland Park, 
Kansas, has been operating The Eve
ning Care Center on each Thursday 
evening throughout the year. Begin
ning with eleven guests or partici
pants, today twenty-two guests are 
enrolled in the program with a waiting 
list of eight persons. Sylvia Carr, the 
director of the program, is a member of 
the Valley View UMC who gives her 
time to the program as do all 37 
volunteers. Evening Care calls for 
volunteers within a structure. After a 
training session , potential volunteers 
are asked to sign a six-month contract 
promising to give time on a weekly or 
bi-weekly basis. While Ms. Carr is a 
certified and experienced special 
education teacher, most volunteers 
are members of the Valley View UMC 
with little or no background . One 
volunteer said " This is the closest I had 
ever been to a person with a handicap
ping condition . I had always treated 
people as machines." The program 
makes a difference in the lives of these 
volunteers. " Evening Care fills voids in 
the lives of people even when they 
didn't know they had voids." states 
Sylvia Carr. 

Evening Care is seen as an outreach 
program of the Valley View Church . 
Most of the guests are from families not 
originally connected to Valley View 
Church . As with all respite care 
programs Evening Care was first seen 
as a service to parents and families . In 
this case, parents of teenagers and 
young adults from the ages of 14-32 
are the group being served . The guests 
have differerent developmental disa
bilities including cerebral palsy, men
tal retardation, and, in some cases, 
multiple disabilities. The family is 
asked to note the nature of the 
disability and explain how the volun
teer can relate best to th€ guest. For 
instance, it is helpful to know if 
participants have language skills and 
the abi I ity to function independently. 
But beyond this and emergency medi
cal information, respite care does not 
need differential diagnoses or educa
tional goals. Most of the participants in 
the Evening Care Program attend other 
programs designed to increase the ir 
educational and vocational potential. 
Additionally, respite care is not a 
program in Christian education. Many 
families who need the break offered by 
respite care find specialized or main
streamed church school programs at 
their own church. Most of the partici
pants in the Evening Care Program 
come from beyond that congregation. 
As participants stay in the program, the 



"Come to hove 
ogoodtime; 
don't come 

foron,y 
other reoson.'' 

entire family often increases its partici
pation in the sponsoring church . 

A Typical Schedule 

What happens at the Evening Care 
Program on Thursday nights? Here is a 
typical schedule: 

6:30-7:30 is a time for the guest and 
the vo lunteer to share together, one to 
one. Availab le activities include table 
games, pool , indoor(nerf) basketball 
and craft projects. It is a time for guest 
and volunteer to renew relationships 
and share in conversation . 

7:30-8 :00 - each week films are 
borrowed without a fee from the 
Public Library. Laurel and Hardy seem 
particu larly popular to both volunteers 
and guests. 

8:00-8 :30 - Snacktime - Emphasis is 
put on birthdays and other special 
events in the lives of guests. 

8:30-9 :00 - Group Recreation - All 
participants, no matter what their 
disabilities, take part in scavenger 
hunts or relay races along with the 
volunteers. 

9:00-9 :30 - Music - Often this is 
b_uilt around holiday themes. Occa
sionally, the UMYF has provided 
" Disco Night" during this time. 

Responsibilities for the evening are 
divided among many people. Re
freshments are prepared by church 
members and served by three people 
each week. A recreation committee is 
responsible for planning recreation for 
each week's program, making sure 
that each participant wi II be able to 
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take part in all activities. 
The Evening Care Program charges 

no fee, with cost being absorbed by the 
church budget ($800 - $1,000 per 
year). All services are provided by 
volunteers who range fcom teenagers 
to senior citizens. The program and 
participants are recognized during 
Sunday morning worship. The church 
staff are aware and involved in the 
program. Both pastors attend the 
program on occasion and support the 
volunteer staff. 

But one member of the Valley View 
staff has taken the Evening Care 
Program on as his own. Each Thursday 
evening, Frank Wooten, the church 
custodian and the director are the first 
people in the fellowship hall, making 
sure that tables and chairs and supplies 
are in place. After the guests begin to 
arrive, Mr. Wooten takes his place in 
the center of activity, interacting with 
both guests and volunteers and 
thoroughly enjoying himself. 

When talking to first-time volun
teers, Ms. Carr advises, "Come to have 
a good time; don't come for any other 
reason ." She adds, " The more in
volved people are the more commit
ted they are." 

Respite care can be an exciting area 
of service for local churches. The need 
for such care has been established, just 
ask the families . • 
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Toby Gould is executive secretary, Office for g 
of Ministries with Persons with Handicap- Bu 
ping Cond itions, Health and Welfare lmpe 
Ministries Division, GBGM. push 



JNAC: Two-Way Bridge 
For Cooperative Mission 

The Japan-North American Com
mission on Cooperative Mission 

UNAC, pronounced Jay-Nae), cele
brating its 10th anniversary January 
17-18, is a unique arena for mission 
cooperation and planning. The JNAC 
annual meeting alternates between 
Japan and North America and involves 
the use of .Japanese, English, and 
Korean languages. It brings together 
representatives of two member 
churches in Japan : the United Church 
of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and the 
Korean Christian Church in Japan 
(KCCJ), with delegates from seven 
member denominations in North 
America : the United Church of Cana
da, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) , Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S., Reformed Church in America, 
United Church of Christ, United Meth
odist Church, and.the United Presbyte
rian Church in the U.S.A. Three 
associate member groups also partici
pate: the American Baptist Churches 
in the U.S.A. , the Prebyterian Church 
in Canada, and the United Board for 
Christian Higher Education in Asia. A 
travel pool equalizes costs for dele
gates to JNAC meetings . 

JNAC's Agenda is drawn from three 
mission arenas : 

1) cooperation in Japan 
2) cooperation in Canada and the 

U .S. 
3) cooperation on international 

issues of common concern between 
Japan and North America . 

History of JNAC 

The origin of this structure and style 
of mission relationships arose out of 
the interplay between mission history 
and world history. Protestant mission
aries went to Japan first in 1859 soon 
after the opening of Japan to the west 
by Admiral Perry' s " black ships". As 
various denominational bodies deve
loped, Japanese Christians expressed 
concern about the disunity of the body 
of Christ. Transplanted sects made no 
sense to Japanese seekers. The hope 
for greater unity remained alive. 

But it was the coercion of Japan's 
Imperial government in 1941 which 
pushed more than 40 Christian groups 

Patricia Patterson 

Th~ author (right) with Mr. Fuse of the Japan Christian Social Work League at a JNAC 
meeting. 

together into one organization for the 
sake of wartime control . In 1945 the 
churches which desired to stay togeth
er formed the United Church of Christ 
in Japan (the Kyodan). 

In April , 1947 the lnterboard Com
mittee for Christian Work in Japan 
(IBC) was established by eight mission 
boards in North America. Both the 
Evangelical United Brethren and the 
Methodist Boards became members of 
this counterpart organization to work 
with the Kyodan . In August of that year 
the Council on Cooperation (COC) 
was formed in order to bring together 
the Kyodan, Chri sti an schools, and 
social work agencies for lias ion re
garding mi ss ion budgets, mi ss ion
aries, discussion and research. For 25 
years these structures operated in the 
post-war reality of mi ss ion in Japan. 

But ti mes were changing. Term s Ii ke 
" Mission to Si x Continents" and " Mu
tual ity in Mi ss ion" were coming alive. 
Japanese Christians partic ipated in the 
United Presbyteri an program " Cris is 
in the Nation" in 1968 and Presbyteri
an Church in the U .S. "'Mission 

Possible" in 1969, involving them in 
U.S. ministries of witness and justice, 
particu la ·ly in the inner cities. Con
cern about the war in Vietnam led 
Japanese Christians to send a peace 
delegation to U.S. churches. 

As the Rev. Masaaki Uohn) Nakaji
ma, then Gen~ral Secretary of the 
National Christian Council of Japan 
and si nce 1978 General Secretary of 
the Kyodan, stated in " Case Study on 
Chu rch-to-Church Relationship be
tween Japan (Kyodan) and North 
America," presented at the WCC 
meeting in Bangkok just before JNAC's 
inauguration in January, 1973, it was 
"an attempt to break out from a 
one-way dependent relationship to an 
interdependent cooperation relation
ship." Or again, he wrote: "While 
th ere are certain weaknesses ... its 
consti tution and by-laws have verbal
ized the rea lity that there are no longer 
the categorical sending churches and 
the categorical receiving churches. 
Together churches in Japan and North 
America are to cooperate in mission in 
th is wor ld. " 
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JNAC differed from IBC in that it 
provided an arena for d iscussion and 
cooperative work, in which mission 
partners in both Japan and North 
America could have membership and 
voting power. To prevent an imbal 
ance of power between the large bloc 
of North American Churches and the 
two Japan partners, the Constituti on 
provides for the decisions of the 
annual meeting to be made on the 
basis of the majority vote of both the 
Japan members and the North Ameri
can members, voti ng separatel y. 

The Commission also called for 
representation by North Americans 
invo lved not only in overseas mission 
but also in mission at home in Canada 
and the U.S. It was structured for two 
way initiative and plann ing and ex
panded relations to include the Korean 
Christ ian Church in Japan, the Presby
terian Church in Canada, and the 
American Baptists, w ho joined as 
assoc iate members. 

The Japan Members 

Traci ng its fou nd ing from the work 
of the YMCA in 1906, the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan joined JNAC 
initial ly as an associate member but 
became a full member in 1978. KCCJ 
brought to th is mission forum an 
intense concern for Christian witness 
among the 700,000 or more Korean 

toward increasi ng mili tarism; Special 
Committee on the Bu raku Discrimina
tion Issue, support ing the rights of 
three mill ion so-called outcaste peo
ple and deal ing w ith forms of discri mi
nation w ith in the church; and Special 
Committee on Japan-Korea Relations, 
incl ud ing both a concern for a tie with 
sister churches in Korea as we ll as for 
Korean human rights issues in Korea 
and in Japan . 

JNAC Structure and Work 

JNAC's work is carr ied on not only 
during its annual meetings but also 
th rough its offi ces and committees in 
North America and Japan . The JNAC 
Secretary, Dr. Robert Northup, locat
ed in New York, and the JNAC Japan 
Treasu rer, Mr. Hiroshi Jo, based in 

"JNAC, celebrating 
its anniversary, is a 
unique arena for 

mission cooperation 
and planning." 

minority in Japan . It has continued to Tokyo, work on behalf of the Com-
share its struggle as a small church of mission and its members. Quarterly 
less than 3,000 members to carry out a New York meetings of the JNAC 
program which preaches the Gospel Administrative Committee involve the 
and demonstrates Christ in concrete North American Japan Secretaries in 
work to overcome discri minati on and the ongoing work of JNAC. Mean-
the violation of human ri ghts and w hile, a newly begun JNAC-Japan 
minority identity. Committee has the participation of the 

Discu ssions between the KCCJ and Kyodan and KCCJ General Secretaries 
the Kyodan du ri ng the past several with the Acting General Secretary of 
years have led them to develop a the COC and the JNAC Japan Treasur-
Covenant on Mission Cooperation er. Both committees give JNAC the 
w hich is in the process of ratification capacity to refine and implement its 
by the two churches. Beyond the annual meeting actions, develop poli-
strengthened ecc lesiastica l relation- cy, and deal with emergencies. 
sh ip, they have shared concerns relat- Wh ile too much of JNAC's time and 
ed to human rights in Korea as well as agenda may still be focused on mission 
minority rights in Japan . program and personnel in Japan, it 

Internal struggles of the Kyodan continues to attempt to work on 
si nce the late sixties over the nature of miss ion in North America and in 
mission, ministry, and doctri ne have concerns on both sides of the Pacific. 
caused tension and pain. But the Enabl ing the interaction of minority 
church 's pain seems to have led it to persons for empowerment has been an 
greater sensitivity to Japanese society, important area of cooperation . In 1975 
Asia, and the world. The three specia l JNAC assisted with the visit of black 
committees of the nearly 195,000 liberation theologian James Cone to 
member church reflect some of that Japan, especially to meetings with 
concern : Special Committee on the Korean Christians there . In 1979 a 
Yasukuni Shrine Issue, opposing the Buraku team of two persons met 
reviva l of Emperor worship and trends minori ty movement groups in nine 
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Canadian and U.S. cities to share 
concerns and organizing expertise. 
During the 1977 Centennial of Japa
nese American mission in the U.S. 
JNAC helped to support a Japanese 
American youth travel seminar to 
Japan . 

The Japan Christian Social Work 
League, with JNAC's co-sponsorship, 
has had at least half a dozen interna
tional study tours in Japan and North 
America, involving seminars, obser
vation , and fie ld placement. Canadi
an, U.S. , Japanese, and other Asian 
social workers have shared their 
Christian commitment and profes
sional skills in such fields as chi Id care, 
aging, relations with governmental 
agencies and regulations, and change 
from institutional to community
oriented programs. 

The Kyodan has pastoral couples 
and individuals serving as mission
aries in thirty locations in Asia, Eu
rope, North and South America . Japa
nese missionaries to Canada and the 
U.S. have made significant contribu
tions. Several Japanese pastors serve 
Japanese American churches, espe
cially on the West Coast. The Kamuros 
were missionaries in the U.S. in 1977 
and in Canada 1978-80. The Fujimo
tos and currently Ms. Yoko Asada have 
broadened the outreach of the Special 
Ministry Among the Japanese in the 
New York Area (SMJ) . 

On short-term Ecumenical Encoun
ter visits, pastors and lay people have 
joined furloughed missionaries in the 
U.S. and Canada in witnessing and 
interpretation in local churches. 
Month-long programs have included 
home stays and development of spe
cial church relationships by students 
from Christian schools as well. 

JNAC has made representations to 
United Nations, U .S. government, 
and church agencies on such common 
concerns as the rights of Koreans in 
Japan, the role of the CIA in enlisting 
m issionaries and local pastors as 
informers and agents, the proliferation 
of nuclear armamemts, and the impact 
of U.S. military presence on the 
Okinawa people. 

The Challenges Ahead 

JNAC is aware of the challenges 
before it. Its very nature raises difficult 
problems. On the North American 
side it is often hard to reconcile the 
different structures and policies of nine 
cooperating churches. Earnest desire 
for cooperation and unity helps to 
overcome differences, but points of 
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inconsistency remain . Another prob
lem of Canadian and U.S. churches is 
the separation of national and overseas 
mission . JNAC challenges North 
American churches to see mission 
interrelated in Japan, in Canada and 
the U.S., and in the common arena of 
issues between them . 

In Japan the Council on Cooperation 
structure comes out of the lnterboard 
Committee past. Besides the occa
sional tensions among the Kyodan , the 
COC Schools Council , and Japan 
Christian Social Work League, the 
Council does not relate to the KCCJ . 
The concerns of the Council of Coop
eration often overshadow more press
ing mission concerns which Kyodan 
and KCCJ share with North American 
partners. The Kyodan 's study paper, 
" Basic Understanding Concerning 
World Mission, " is seeking to explore 
a mission structure in Japan which may 
be more appropriate for the future. 

It is clear, too, that JNAC is limited. 
As effective as it may be in linking two 
denominations in Japan with the North 
American churches which played a 
role in their history, JNAC cannot be a 
substitute for a broader ecumenical 
coalition of Christian groups . 

As Nakajima pointed out in his 1973 
Case Study, "There is an urgent need 
for multilateral relations among 
churches and nations to participate 
effectively in the mission of God . 
JNAC from the North American side 
looks like multilateral relationships 
but, needless to say, it is only a 
bilateral relationship as viewed from 
the worldwide perspective. More 
churches in Japan and North America 
should be invited to participate more 
responsively together in mission in 
both countries. The existing ecumeni
cal structures such as the NCCs seem 
to be the most appropriate organs for 
the handling of this important agen
da." 

The fact that JNAC is a japan-North 
America body is also a matter for soul 
searching. What it links are largely 
Christians in "first world" countries. 
Continuing to seek the meaning of 
mission in a context of general societal 
affluence within countries that wield 
tremendous economic , political , 
and/or military power is a challenge. 
The implications for mission strategy 
and for use of resources, both in funds 
and missionaries, are ongoing con
cerns . . 

Kyodan and COC affirm that mis
sionaries are sent into Japanese society 
with its nearly 120 million people by 
two churches, one in North America 

Participants in the 1982 consultation. 

and one in Japan. Therefore, the 
Kyodan and related schools and social 
work agencies have sought to share in 
missionary support. This is done in 
three ways. Through a Shared Support 
Fund which began in 1973 and which 
amounted to $550 , 000 in 1981 , 
Christian institutions contribute to the 
budgets of North American churches 
for support of approximately 185 
North American missionaries. 
Through the Missionary Associate 
program, an additional 60 North 
American persons in mission are on 
salary from Christian institutions in 
Japan. Finally, all work funds which 
missionaries receive now come from 
their related church, school , or social 
work body in Japan. 

Spring 1982 Consultation 

In April, 1982 at Amagi Sanso, lzu, 
Japan, seventy-one persons represent
ing eleven churches and boards met to 
reflect on JNAC's history and to look 
toward the future. The UMC delega
tion included Bishop Emilio de Car
valho, Dr. Alba Lewi s, the Rev. Robert 
Hoshibata, Dr. Myong Gui Son, and 
Ms. Patricia Patterson . At the end of 
the Consu I ta ti on each delegation 
spoke words of support, questioning, 
or challenge. A sampling of remarks 
gives a sense of JNAC's direction 
ahead: 

"KCCJ highly values being a full 
member of JNAC ... There is need to 
expand the work of KCCJ so that it wi 11 

function well and contribute widely to 
mission work in North America." 
(KCCJ) 

"We look forward to multilateral 
sharing of personnel , particularly with 
relation to such common issues as: 

peace with justice , marginalized 
groups of all sorts, nuclear power and 
its ecological impact. In these same 
terms, we urge our churches to make 
greater use of the personnel resources 
in Third World Churches. " (United 
Church of Christ, U .S.) 

" The Kyodan 's problems have been 
so involving, but we can begin to see 
the reality of reactionary trends in 
Japan in an international context. " 
(Kyodan) 

" We especially want to learn as 
receivers and need assistance in our 
nation these days on peacemaking 
from Japan. " (U nited Presbyterian 
Church) 

" We urge member churches of 
JNAC to continue to encourage the 
mission interaction program among 
minority and oppressed groups. This 
program should be carried out for the 
purpose of self-empowerment of these 
groups. " (United Methodist) 

The Japan-North American Com
mission on Cooperative Mission con
tinues to be an organization " in 
process of formation". It invites Chris
tian partners to struggle with power 
imbalances, inequities of wealth , and 
the entangled relations of past mission 
eras in a united and pioneering ap
proach to multilateral mission . Simple 
bilateral relationships might take less 
time and money, but the attempt 
together to work through mission 
theology, priorities, methods, and 
means builds mission community in 
which it becomes possible to speak 
and act out the truth in love. • 

Patricia Patterson is an executive secretary 
of the Asia/Pacific Team, World Division, 
GBGM, with responsib i lity for Japan. 
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One who dares to write 
about South Africa today 
must acknowledge all the 
cliches about the omni
science of one-month ob
servations, the confusion 
of a quasi-Asian wandering 
in the African jungle, or 
even the old adage: mis-
siologists rush in where 

theo logians fear to tread . Nevertheless 
there are voices from Africa which 
Americans ought to hear: the roar of 
lions, the barki ng of hyenas and 
jackal s, the haunting, hopeful twitter 
of rare birds. 

It would be easy to fil l this col
umn-and many more--with a sense 
of impend ing doom. Indeed the ra
cial/po li tical tension is al I-pervasive. 
A government po licy-or theological 
rationale--w hich imposes white rule 
on an eighty percent non-white popu
lation by the princi ple of apartheid or 
" separate development" creates its 
own dest ru cti o n. "We are over
w helmed by this one political issue," a 
professor of re ligion confessed . 

No one (black or white, Colored or 
Indian) ... no one (citi zen or visitor or 
in habitan t-wi thout-a-country) ... no 
one (clinging to the status quo, hoping 
and worki ng for peaceful change, or 
advocating violent revolution) .. . can 
escape the oppressive weight of trage
dy. It is tragedy in the Greek sense of 
inevitable, relentless, impersonal fate; 
it is also tragedy in the Christian sense 
of blind, inhuman sin and fear and 
hatred. 

Yet it is all too human. A social 
worker tells of a single water tap for 40 
homes in a compulsory housing area 
for blacks. An educator reports that 75 
percent of all school failures are 
malnourished . A pastor is detained as 
a suspected subversive after making a 
pastoral journey to neighboring Bot-

swana. With the best of intentions a 
church secures strategic land and 
endeavors to welcome and support 
displaced person s, only to fi nd itse lf 
shunned as an all y of injustice and 
oppression . 

South Africa is raucous wi th sounds 
of conflict. There are screams of pai n 
from the torture cells, as the surpris
ingly free press admits. There is 
strident rhetoric from politicia ns, 
seeking to convince themselves (si nce 
nobody is fooled) that a reshuffli ng of 
Colored and Indian representati on 
offers greater democracy w hi le in
creasing white power in government 
and denying any voice whatever to the 
black three-quarters of the population. 
There are cries from the gold and 
diamond mines; cries protesting un
safe, subhuman worki ng cond itions; 
cries demanding equal wages and 
traini ng opportu nities. There is sober 
restraint from the courts, warn ing 
recently that the government has no 
legal right to transfer Zu lu people and 
land to the arbitrarily and spuriously 
designated " homeland" of Swazi land . 

There are other voices in South 
Africa, concerned voices, Christ ian 
voices . 

A brilliant young black theo logian : 
"God is on ly comprehended in human 
experience .... Theology is the study of 
how man is involved in the activity of 
God in the world. " 

A university dean : "My son is 
serving with the South African Defense 
Forces in Angola (sic!); my black 
facu lty co lleague is praying for his son 
on the other side there." 

A white theology student, among 
the minority in that particular insti tu
tion (though practica lly all un iversities 
are now integrated to some degree): 
" In a white context I would be 
considered radica l; in a black context I 
would be seen as conservative." (Even 
that insight, acknowledged in a publ ic 
multiracial meeting, is a si gn of 
progress.) 

A white administrator in a predo
minantly black school: " South Africa's 
one hope is in the church .. . if only to 
provide a place w here blacks and 
whites can meet together." 

A seminary student's mo rning 
prayer : for a woman in her eleventh 
month of detention; a fr iend w ho 
cannot get a visa to return home; " for 
children who do not know the situa
tion in which they live, but who as they 
grow older wil l realize w hat it means 
to be outcasts in their own country." 
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A guide, in regard to taking pictures 
in the sensitive townsh ip of Soweto: " It 
would be taking a chance, but we only 
li ve by chance." 

A white Quaker: " The methods of 
this government in deal ing w ith the 
people are absolutely contrary to 
Christian pri nci pies." 

A black theologian : " Can we be
lieve in a Chri st who encourages one 
to be a slave, who understands people 
to be either slaves or masters? Is the 
Cross a sign of condescension , victory, 
conformity, discipline, cruelty, anar
chy? .. . . If turning the other cheek, 
accepting injustice and persecution is 
what Christ means, that is a cruel 
Christ. We have no possibility to be 
Christians then. " 

A university professor: " South Afri
ca is two distinct countries. We whites 
have no real contact with the black 
world , even with our faculty col
leagues. How can I feel their way of 
life, their approach to the Gospel?" 

A black pastor who, in common 
African experience, had received vi
sions of earlier race riots and mas
sacres, and who believes he has 
al ready foreseen t he violence to come : 
" We are living in the last days of 
mercy, and they will soon be gone." 

A former deta inee, devoting his time 
to aiding the families of those in prison 
or under unspecified detention: " Any 
hope for the South African situation? 
Yes-by military means. Nobody con
siders violence as an effective remedy 
for anything, but when people find 
themselvess harrassed and victimized, 
they may resort to it. " 

Bishop Desmond Tutu, general sec
retary of the South African Council of 
Churches : " Unlike Westerners, I have 
no embarrassment about the spiritual , 
the transcendent, whatever is other 
than the mundane, the secular. It is for 
real, and it is something I have 
experienced, not something I will 
experience in some future life .... My 
commitment to this job has very little 
to do with politics. It has everything to 
do with my encounter with Jesus 
Christ. " • 

-~ 
~ 

The February issue w ill have articles on 
women in cris is, aging around the 
world , vi llage technology and health in 
Ind ia, an interview w ith Jose M iguez
Bon ino on Argentina after the Fal klands 
War, and much, much more. 
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THE READER'S DIGEST BIBLE, Pleasant
ville, New York, 1982: The Reader's 
Digest Association, 767 pages, $16.95. 
General Editor, Bruce M. Metzger. 

Before picking up the Reader's D igest 
Bible I was aware that I had two d istinct 
prejudices wh ich would affect my feel ings . 
I do not use condensed versions of 
anything except soup and I do not care for 
the prose of the Revised Standard Version , 
which I believe suffers in comparison with 
that of the New English Bible . (New York 
Post column ist Harriet van Horne once 
described the RSV's prose as " lumbering, 
bureaucratic" and " holy w rit for li p 
movers".) I sti ll have these prejud ices, but 
The Reader's D igest Bible won me over 
almost from the fi rst page . 

In the fi rst place, the format is excellent. 
Gone are the chapter and verse numbers . 
In the ir place are sensible paragraphs . You 
can start w ith Genesi s and feel you are 
reading the Bible as if for the fi rst time . 
There is a flow to the text unmatched by 
any of the more traditional formats . This is 
not a study Bible so much as it is a Bible for 
speedy reading or, as Habakkuk has it, 
" make it plain upon tablets, so he may run 
who reads it. " 

W ithout trad itional chapter and verse 
numbers, how does one find anything?The 
answer is to use the helpful thirty page 
index, just as one would any modern book. 
Anyway, today people are more likely to 
look for someth ing in the Bible by subject 
than by chapter and verse. 

The absence of chapter and verse should 
encourage the use the editors seek- rapid 
personal read ing- and discourage its use 
in formal worship services. Some para
phrases (and th is is not a paraphrase) such 
as the Living Bible or J. B. Phillips are 
sometimes used in services, a use for 
which they were not intended . All 66 
books of the Bible are represented in the 
Digest Bible. 

The Reader's Digest Bible is not an 
abridgement, the editors explain , but a 
condensation achieved " principally 
through line-by-l ine, word-by-word dimi
nution, as well as through deletion of 
selected blocks of text." Here is an 
example of how th is works . The RSV for II 
Kings 2S:27 reads : " And in the thirty-se
venth year of the exile of Jehoiachi n king of 
Judah, in the twelfth month , on the 
twenty-seventh day of the month , Evi 1-
merodach king of Babylon, in the year that 

he began to reign , graciously freed Jehoia
ch in king of Judah from pri son ; and he 
spoke kind ly to him, and gave hi m a seat 
above the seats of the kings w ho were wi th 
him in Baby lon. So Jehoiachin pu t off his 
prison garments. And every day of his life 
he d ined regul arl y at the ki ng's table; and 
for his allowance, a regular allow ance w as 
given him by the king, every day a portion, 
as long as he lived ." 

The D igest version goes thi s w ay: " In the 
th irty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoi a
chin king of Judah before hi s uncle 
Zedekiah , Evil-merodach ki ng of Babylon, 
in the year that he began to re ign, 
graciously freed Jehoiachin from prison . 
He spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat 
above the seats of the other ki ngs who w ere 
with him in Babylon . So Jehoiachin put off 
his prison garments, and every day of his 
life he d ined at the king's table. And an 
allowance was given him by the king, 
every day as long as he lived ." 

There is no doubt th is is a smoother text. 
Reverencefortheoriginal is retained . Sti ll , 
readers shou Id know th is is not " the real 
th ing" and if they want more details they 
shou Id study the fu 11 text. Altogether, the 
Old Testament has been reduced about SO 
percent and the New Testament about 2S 
percent. 

Though th is is not an abridgement, many 
large blocks of text are missing. Of 1 SO 
Psalms, 71 are not here at all, and a few of 
the others only in fractions . This means a 
reader using th is as his or her only source 
for the Psalms would miss some famous 
lines : " Keep me as the apple of the eye; 
hide me in the shadow of thy w ings" 
(17:8); " my t imes are in thy hand" (31 : 1 S); 
" The poor man cried , and the Lord heard 
him, and saved him out of all his troub les." 
(34 :6); " The fool says in his heart, 'There is 
no God ."' (S3 :11 ); " Do not cast me off in 
the time of old age, forsake me not when 
my strength is spent. " (71 :9), and others. 

The editors say that in the process of 
condensing, new words and phrases were 
not supplied by the ed itors. When changes 
were necessary, only words that already 
appeared in the RSV were chosen . But, as 
the example from II Kings above indicates, 
(" before his uncle Zedekiah") some words 
added can come from other verses . In 
Psalm 108 the RSV reads " M y heart is 
ready" but in the D igest version it reads 
" My heart is steadfast." Also, in the same 
psalm, " I will sing, I w ill si ng pra ises" 
becomes " I will sing and make melody." 

Some of the condensations are qu ite 
t ight. The lengthy Psalm 119 is a shadow of 
its original self. The first two chapters of 
Malachi , which in the RSV account for 
about 1000 words, are reduced to little 
over 300. In the New Testament, the 
genealogies in Matthew and Luke are 
gone, but, surprisi ngl y, the book of Jude is 
almost as long as it is in the RSV. In Paul 's 
letters, some of the fl avor of Paul 's sty le is 
lost in the condensations. For instance, in 
Philippians 1 :7 the phrase in the RSV " It is 
right for me to feel thus about you all , 

because I hold you in my heart, for you are 
all partakers with me of grace" becomes 
simply "You are all partakers w ith me of 
grace ... . " 

The work of condensation has been 
done by the editors of the Reader's Digest 
in Pleasantville, New York, who have 
developed a knack for this over decades. 
But fi na l· approval came from general 
ed itor Bruce M. Metzger, a New Testament 
professor at Princeton Theological Semi
nary and one of this country's foremost 
sc holars of the Bible. 

Early ind ications are that The Reader's 
D igest Bible has been well received by the 
general publ ic, which should certainly 
please the D igest panjandrums in Plea
santvill e. Thei r success is well deserved. 
But it al so raises an interesting question. 
The copyright for the Revised Standard 
Vers ion of the Bib le is held by a division of 
the National Council of Churches. How do 
the D igest ed itors, who in August ran a 
scurr i lou s p iece attacking the World 
Counci l of Churches and have an article in 
the w orks on the National Council which 
reported ly takes the same line, find it so 
easy to cooperate wi th the National 
Council when it suits them? If the National 
Counc il is so bad , why are the Digest 
ed itors worki ng with them on a translation 
of the Bib le for the masses? 

But that impertinent question aside, the 
Reader's D igest organi zation deserves to 
be congratu lated fo r producing a " Bible" 
which shou ld he lp many people get started 
on the Word . I hope it gets wide use, and I 
hope it will encourage everyone who reads 
it to dust off, open , and study the complete 
Bib le. (C.E .B. ) 

DESERT WISDOM: SAYINGS FROM THE 
DESERT FATHERS, by Yushi Nomura. 
New York, 1982: Doubleday, 106 pages, 
$14.95. 

Most books of Christian devotional 
read ing reflect the piety of a single cu I tu re. 
Th is is a devotional book which represents 
the mingl ing of several cultures. A Japa
nese Christian theological student who can 
translate Greek and w ho is also an artist 
stud ied in an American theological semi
nary (Yale) w ith a w ell-known Dutch 
theolog ian (Henri J. M. Nouwen), who 
introduced him to the sayi ngs and stories of 
fourth century Egyptia n Ch ristians. More
over, as if that was not enough global 
Ch rist ianity, Mr. Nouwen w rites the intro
duction to the book while on a "pilgrim
age" of his own, living in the slums of 
Lima, Peru . 

Yushi Nomu ra is clearly a gifted person . 
His artw ork is evocative, spare, and 
thoroughl y appropriate. H is translations 
are readable. By putti ng Egyptian stories 
wi th a Japanese art style he urges the reader 
to make his or her own connections with 
the stories. Middle Eastern art would have 
kept the stories Middle Eastern . But the 
cross-cultural mix lifts the stories out of a 
specific culture and t ime and universalizes 
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them. 
For the most part, the stories expound 

familiar Biblical teachings. One story says : 
" A brother said to an old man: There are 
two brothers . One of them stays in his cell 
quietly, fasting for six days at a time, and 
imposing on himself a good dea l of 
discipline, and the other serves the sick. 
Which one of them is more acceptable to 
God? The old man replied : Even if the 
brother who fasts six days were to hang 
himsel f by the nose, he could not equal the 
one who serves the sick." The drawings 
show a Japanese man seated in a little hut 
while his brother bends over a sick person 
and waves a Japanese fan . 

These sixteen or seventeen hundred year 
old stories come from the desert monas
teries of Egyptian Chrisianity and were 
translated from Greek by Mr. Nomura 
using a 19th century collection published 
in Paris. At the end of the book, Mr. 
Nomura has drawn a Japanese-style map of 
Egypt showing the location of the monas
teries. The ancient desert nourished the 
spiritual life of Egyptian Christianity . Mr. 
Nouwen writes: " The desert ... has a dou
ble qua! ity: it is wilderness and paradise. It 
is wilderness, because in the desert we 
struggle against the 'wild beasts' who 
attack us, the demons of boredom, sad
ness, anger, and pride. However, it is also 
paradise, because there we can meet God 
and taste already His peace and joy." 

Furthermore, Mr. Nouwen notes, the 
desert fathers and mothers who wrote these 
stories were not offering theories on the 
spiritual life or giving lectures; they were 
simple hermits who lived their lives 
silently, earning their living with manua l 
work and praying unceasingly . The stories 
were not meant to offer great truths but 
simply to offer advice to individuals, to 
give courage, to console or to correct. 

Somewhere in this excellent book it 
would have been well to add that these 
desert monasteries are still in use today by 
Coptic Christians. One of them serves now 
as the place of exile for Pope Shenouda, 
who used to spend six months of every year 
in a desert monastery before he became 
Pope. 

Here is a book to pick up and read a little 
bit at a time, savoring the artwork and the 
stories for themselves, and finding oneself 
drawn closer to the meaning of Christian 
discipleship. (C.E.B.) 

LIVING THE BAD DAYS, by James Allen 
Sparks. Nashville, 1982: Abingdon, 144 
pages, $8.95. 

For most persons bad days aren't those 
that have major crises . They are the days 
when we get a lighting bill for $200 and 
spend a whole day trying to convince the 
utility's computer that there is a mistake 
somewhere. From the time we open such a 
bi ll the day is ruined . Everything we try to 
do turns out wrong. James Allen Sparks 
writes with humor and sound psychology 
about just such times in Living the Bad 
Days. 

Based on his own experiences and those 
of others, Sparks looks at the causes of bad 
days. Some of us are born worriers and 
frequently cause our own bad days. Others 
feel lonely and alienated from the world 
around us . We are threatened by changes 
we see (and even changes we only 
imagine!). Dealing with bad days is 
something most of us just don't do; we 
wallow in our misery and use our energy in 
anger and complaining. 

Sparks offers concrete things that each 
person can do to get through these bad 
days. We must take charge of today and 
meet each situation and problem as it 
arises, not simply react to whatever comes 
along. We need to learn to accept change 
as normal and to move with it without 
being blindly submissive to anything new. 
We should trust our own experience to sift 
good change from bad change. Once we 
know whether change is good or bad , then 
we participate in it ratherthan just reacting 
to it. 

Each of us has a reserve of inner strenth 
that is built up by our life experiences . It is 
from th is strength that we can learn to trust 
our own experience and cope with what
ever comes along. Sparks adapts the five 
stages of decision making outlined by 
psychologists Daniel D . Wheeler and 
Irving L. Janis in giving an alternative to 
reacting rather than taking charge of our 
bad days. 

First, we must accept the challenge of 
doing someth ing. The second step is the 
search for alternatives; then, we must 
evaluate those alternatives. At some point, 
we realize that we have named and 
evaluated enough alternatives . To move 
beyond that point involves becoming 
committed to one alternative as the best 
choice for action . The final step is sticking 
to that decision once we've made it. When 
we do these five things, we have taken 
charge and put ourselves in control of our 
lives. 

These five steps and much of Sparks' 
other material aren't new to most of us. We 
need to be reminded from time to time that 
all of us have bad days. Sparks helps us to 
learn to deal with them with good humor 
and sound decisions. lfwe can deliberately 
and thoughtfully (not to mention prayer
fu I ly) take charge of our bad days and move 
beyond them, then we have experienced 
new growth . To ignore them only adds to 
our sense of frustration and being out of 
control of our own lives. To deal positive
ly, and with humor, with our bad days is a 
mark of new maturity. 

Reading Sparks' book should give per
sons handles on the bad days and how to 
deal with them . It is humorous and easy to 
read, but full of good advice for all of us 
that is based on sound psychological 
principles and Christian truisms. Just read
ing it gave me a lift and some ideas on how 
to deal with my very own bad days. 

Sally Curtis AsKew. 
A member of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, Ms . AsKew declines to reveal 
the number of her bad da ys. 
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ACTING IN FAITH: The World Council of 
Churches Since 1975, by Leon Howell. 
118 pp., $4.95; IMAGES OF LIFE: An 
Invitation to Bible Study. Packet, $3.95; 
THE FEAST OF LIFE: Theological Reflec
tion on the theme, Jesus Christ the Life of 
the World, by John Poulton. 78 pp., $3.95; 
ISSUES: Discussion Papers on Issues for 
the Vancouver Assembly. Packet, $3.95; 
LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS, by Philip 
Potter. 173 pp., $7.50; THE WINDS OF 
GOD, by Rod Booth. 128 pp., $4.50. All 
published by the World Council of 
Churches and available in the U.S. 
through Friendship Press, New York. 

No World Council of Churches gather
ing has ever had a brighter array of 
preparatory materials than the upcoming 
Sixth Assembly to be held this year in 
Vancouver. For both delegates and the 
larger number of stay-at-home study, these 
are worthwhile books. 

If you simply want to have a non-Read
er's Digest version of what the world body 
has been up to since it met in Nairobi in 
1975, get free-lance journalist Leon 
Howell 's " Acting in Faith." He has a 
lively, intimate style that makes the pro
grams of the council live . 

Life runs through the titles of these books 
for " Jesus Christ, the Life of the World" is 
the Assembly's theme. Serious students of 
the meeting would do well to see that they 
have the hand~omely-produced packet of 
Bible studies entitled " Images of' Life" 
(there's also a set of posters) which have 
contemporary images as the jumping off 
point for a new kind of Bible study. 

To accompany the Bible study there is a 
theological reflection, " The Feast of Life" , 
by Canon John Poulton of Norwich Cathe
dral. It is also very readable but has more 
theological cha I lenge. 

In the Issues packet, the eight issues of 
Gospel obedience confronting the Assem
bly have been dressed up a bit with 
cartoons by Claudius but the contents are 
more reminiscent of earlier documents in 
that they are produced by various hands 
and are uneven and sometimes jargony in 
quality. All treat serious issues and deserve 
study but they do not have the impress of a 
single intelligence. 

General Secretary Phil ip Potter's " Life in 
Its Fullness" is actually a collection of 
papers and speeches produced over the 
past fifteen years. Potter, unknown to his 
critics who think of him as a political 
polemicist, is a careful Bible student and 
all of ;, writing has a sound Bibl ical and 
theological basis . 

Finally, though it should be of interest to 
all Americans, " The Winds of God" may 
appeal more to those who are actually 
going to the Assembly in Canada. Another 
wel I-written, brisk narrative, it deals with 
the history of that country and its churches 
with Canadian wit and understatement. 

All in all , this is a worthwhile set of 
books, handsomely produced , well-writ
ten, helpful and hopeful. Betty Thompson . 
Ms . Thompson is an old World Council 
hand. 
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THE MOYlllG 
FlllGER WRITEStr 

NICARAGUA TRIP 'TRAUMATIC' 
FOR CHURCH DELEGATIONS 

The spotl ight of world attention 
focused on Central America recentl y 
because of a Newsweek expose of CIA 
activity in Honduras and President 
Reagan 's whirlwind tour of the area. 

At the same time two church groups 
from the United States went to Nicara
gua to assess for themselves events in 
that country . United Methodists were 
prominent in both groups. 

Bishop Wayne K. Clymer of the 
Iowa Area joined a Church World 
Service delegation led by the Rev. Pau I 
McCleary, executive director, and 
includ ing the Rev. James Wall , ed itor 
of the Christian Century. They went at 
the invitation of the Evangel ical Com
mittee for Aid and Develop
ment(CEPAD). 

Ruth Harris, staff member of the 
World Division of the General Board 
of Global Ministries, led 26 represen
tatives of Protestant and Roman Cath
olic agencies taking part in Agricul
tural Missions, Inc. She is president of 
the latter agency. 

Killed by Intruders 

Ms. Harris described the " traumat
ic" visit her group made to farmers on 
the Nicaraguan-Honduran border. 
They heard how the farmers' sons and 
daughters had been ki I led by armed 
intruders, the aged mutilated , crops 
poisoned, cattle stolen, houses and 
barns burned. Young people told of 
bridge bombings, bank holdups, and 
rifle and mortar fire on frontier vil 
lages. Farm leaders reported i nterna
tional farm and bank credits had been 
denied, farm exports blocked , foreign 
markets closed, and equipment and 
fertilizers refused , she said . 

The Nicaraguan farmers said the 
attacks were designed to crush their 
new society and overthrow the coun
try's social ist regime, Ms. Harri s said . 

At one farm cooperative the group 
heard the names of community mem
bers who reportedly had been slain by 

NESTLE CRITICS BROADEN CAUSE 

More than a year after the World Health Organization (WHO) adopted guidelines 
governing how companies should market infant formula, the cont roversy continues. 
However, some Nestle critics acknowledge that the firm appears to be moving toward 
compliance with the 1981 WHO marketing code, and the United Methodist 
Church-following a two-year study by its infant formula task force-has decided not to 
join the boycott against Nestle products now. Instead, the task force recommends that 
the church shift its major focus to overall Third World health needs. 

anti-Sandinasta so ldiers who crossed 
the frontier to raid the settl~ment. They 
were told that 42 persons had been 
kidnapped the previous week. Farm
ers sa id that they now carry guns whi le 
working in the fields . 

Ms. Harris said her group came 
away convinced the issue is whether 
the land belongs to the people or to 
wealthy landow ners backed by mul
ti national corporations and mi I itary 
aid from the United States. 

In the Agricultural M issions group 
were United Methodists Joseph ine 
Wildcat Bigler, GBGM National Divi
sion staff member; Guillermo Chavez, 
General Board of Church and Society; 
Mary Lou Evans, GBGM directo r from 
Cape Neddick, Me.; and the Rev. 
W illis Goodwin, pastor of Emmanuel 
UMC, Sumter, S.C. 

B i sh o p C l y m er , a d irector of 
GBGM, said the CW S group talked for 
hours with leaders of the Moravian 
Church, w ho are Miskito Ind ians. 

Bishop Clymer told the group there 
is "a great desi re now on the part of 
those Indians (who crossed into Hon
duras) to come home. They do not 
want to be in a position of fighting their 
brothers and sisters across the border. 
There is some reason to believe the 
effo rts to organize the Indians for such 
purposes are not likely to be success
fu I. II 

Bishop Clymer said everywhere his 
group went they asked for evidence of 
systematic re l igious repression . " A l
most without exception, the answer 
was: No, there is not systematic 
repression, " he said . The information 
came from the American ambassador, 
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the press, and Protestant leaders. 
" There is tension and some inci

dents have been poorly handled by the 
government, " Clymer said . Yet " the 
government makes strong affirmations 
that it has religious freedom written 
into its documents and has put half a 
dozen priests in high positions." 

The Roman Catholic hierarchy in 
Managua is strongly opposed to the 
present regime, he said , quoting a 
conversation with Archbishop Miguel 
Obando y Bravo. 

The Protestants are equally divided 
in their views of the government , 
according to Bishop Clymer. The older 
Protestant churches organized into 
CEPAD seem to experience no prob
lems with the government. They are 
sympathetic with its efforts to work for 
the people and help them . However, 
the government has "overreacted" to 
Jehovah's Witnesses, Seventh Day 
Adventists, and, to a lesser extent, 
Mennonites. Because government 
leaders had little experience with 
Protestant sects, Jehovah's Witnesses 
were thrown out as subversives when 
they wouldn't salute the flag or pledge 
allegiance. The Adventists were treat
ed in much the same way, said the 
bishop who termed these government 
actions " not commendable." 

U.S. Religious leaders Issue letter 

Meanwhile, three other UM bishops 
were among some 400 American 
religious leaders who signed a pastoral 
letter alerting their constituents to the 
situation in Central America . People of 
faith were asked to send messages to 
President Reagan, the State Depart
ment, and Congress calling for : 1, a 
halt to U.S. military aid and interven
tion in El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Honduras; 2, a halt to covert opera
tions and destabi I izi ng activity against 
Nicaragua; 3, support for a negotiated 
political solution in El Salvador and 
talks between the U .S. and Nicaragua 
and Nicaragua and Honduras; and 4, 
temporary asylum for Central Ameri
can refugees . 

Signing were Bishops James Arm
strong, Indiana Area; Jesse R. DeWitt, 
Chicago Area ; and D . Frederick 
Wertz, Washington Area . (UMNS) 

LACK OF BLACK BISHOP RAISES 
SEJ CONCERN 

The Southeastern Jurisdiction has 
the largest number of black members 
of United Methodism's five jurisdic
tions. Yet no black bishop has been 
elected by the jurisdiction for the past 
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RAISE MONEY AND 
COMMITMENT, TOO! 

Is your congregation paralyzed in 
a financial bind while longing for 
a miracle? Is stewardship lagging 
just when you 'd like to start an 
ambitious building or renovation 
program ? Or increase your 
church 's operating budget or pay 
off debts? 

In 1981 a total of 205 churches 
raised over 39 million dollars 
with the help of our deno.mina
tion 's Office of Finance and 
Field Service . The service is non
profit . Field Representatives are 
United Methodist stewardship 
leaders who help local congrega
tions raise the level of spiritual 
involvement along with the level 
of giving . 

For a personal discussion of your 
needs , please call (212) 870-3837 
or 38. Or write to : 

OFFICE OF FINANCE AND 
FIELD SERVICE 

General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 316 
New York, N.Y. 10115 

1983 PRAYER CALENDAR 
For Prayer Support and 

Mission Info 
The 1983 Prayer Calendar (1/:4084) 
links you with a global circle of 
prayer in support of the work and 
workers of our church. 

Betty K. Lawson of Huntsville, 
Alabama, recently wrote to the 
Prayer Calendar editor: "I love 
the Prayer Calendar. I have used 
it for fifteen years for personal 
meditations, and devotions for 
groups. It is important to my 
daily life ." 

Follow the prayer itinerary day 
by day and become familiar with 
the names of mission workers, 
programs and projects. Instant 
mission education! Birthdays of 
mission workers and addresses of 
missionaries in the U.S. and other 
countries, deaconesses, retirees 
and US-2s are included. 

Find in these 190 pages quota
tions, prayers, biblical excerpts, 
aids to worship, maps and photo
graphs. The 1983 Prayer Calendar 
reflects the interdenominational 
themes for 1983-"Central Africa" 
and "The World's Uprooted." 

Order from Service Center, 7 8 2 0 
Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 
4 5 2 3 7 . Stock No. 4 0 8 4, $2 .8 5. 
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two quadrennia. 
Th is fact caused expressions of 

concern among 300 UM leaders who 
attended the annual meeting of the 
jurisdiction 's chapter of Black Meth
odists for Church Renewal (BMCR) in 
Lake Junaluska,N .C. , recently. 

Bishop L. Scott Allen of the Char
lotte Area told the leaders: " We have 
to fight our way. Racism, political 
oppression, and poverty are still very 
real dimensions of United Methodi sm. 
And paternal handouts are not the 
answer." 

In his keynote address, the Rev. 
Major J. Jones, president-dean of 
Gammon Theological Seminary in 
Atlanta, said that both the South 
Central and North Central Jurisdic
tions have two black episcopal leaders 
each . As the largest jurisdiction in 
terms of black membersh ip, "what we 
do is more urgent," he said. 

Embrace Caucus 

Leonard Miller, associate general 
secretary of the General Council on 
M inistries, spoke on " The Future of 
Blacks in the Southeast." He cited 
stati st ics that supported the juri sdic
tion 's potential for growth . " Our 
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churches need to be brought back 
alive," he said . " We need to be about 
building morale back home." 

The Rev. Gilbert H. Caldwell , asso
ciate general secretary of the General 
Commission on Religion and Race, 
said black United Methodists " need to 
define and accept ourselves. We don't 
need the white church to strengthen 
us. We need to embrace our caucus." 
In doing so, he suggested, " we need to 
strategize to make the structure of the 
church work for us instead of against 
us." 

The jurisdiction 's councils on min
istry and bishops aided in assembling 
the participahts . National boards and 
agencies prov ided fund s and leaders 
for training sessions . In the business 
sess ion, the leaders voted to send a 
letter to the Board of Discipleship 
expressing regret that it refused to help 
fund the conference. 

Workshops covered annual confer
ence leadership, local church and 

min istry, mission education, how to 
lead small groups, church school , 
black women's concerns, and sharp
ening leadership skills . 

'An Enlightened Institution' 

A standing ovation was given John 
Graham , retired executive of the 
National Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries, for his 
speech on the historical development 
of blacks in the UMC. He said one 
reason blacks remained in the church 
was that, though imperfect, it was one 
of the few institutions that took a stand 
against slavery. " It was an enlightened 
institution-a warm-hearted institu
tion. It was not a closed system . Its 
evangelistic thrust kept it on the cutting 
edge of society," he said. 

Officers re-elected at the session 
were : chairperson, John G. Corry; 
vice-chairperson, Marian Jones; secre
tary, Jacquel ine Ward; treasurer, Israel 
Rucker. 

They're special . .. 

United Methodism's Programs on 

AFRICA WORLD HUNGER 
You can work with African 
Christians by giving to one of 
these Advance Specials related 
to the African Church Growth 
and Development SpeGial 
Programs: 

• General (008233-0 H -T) 

• Leadership development 
(008233-P B-T) 

• Evangelism (008233-0 A -T) 

• Establishment of new . 
churches, repairs to damaged 
churches (008233-0 A -N 

You can fight world hunger in 
the name of Christ by giving 
to any project related to the 
World Hunger Special 
Program - in such areas as: 

• food production 

• public policy 

• leadership training 

• lifestyle issues 

• economic development 

• research and alleviation of 
poverty. 

(All W orld Hunger Special projects 
have code numbers beginn ing w ith 
"985. ") 

You may send your Advance gift through your conference treasurer 
or, if your conference permits, directly to the Treasurer, General 
Board of Global Ministries, Room 1439, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY 10115. 
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THE WISE 
FOLLOW A STAR 

Today committed Christians can 
follow the star to witness for 
Christ as Persons in Mission 
. . . across the U.S. and around 
the globe . 

Creative mission opportunities 
await applicants. 

Overseas: Physicians, teachers of 
English, treasurers, pastoral 
couples. 

U.S.: Pastors, church and com · 
munity workers, physicians, 
nurses. 

US-2 Program : Young adults in 
terested in exploring a mission
related vocation are invited to 
apply . Deadline for applications 
for 1983 April 1. 

For further information, please 
write: 

Office of Missionary Personnel 
General Board of Global Ministries 

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1470 

New York, N.Y . 10115 

Kim and Darrell Griffin of North 
Alabama Conference were recognized 
for their contribution to small group 
dialogue. Bishops were asked to iden
tify youth to be offi c ial delegates to the 
caucus.(UMNS) 

UM-JEWS RAP EFFORTS IN UN TO 
EXPEL ISRAEL 

Efforts to expel the State of Israel 
from the United Nations and its 
agencies were strongly condemned at 
a recent three-day meeting between 
United Methodists and Jews at Stony 
Point, N .Y. 

The Rev. Eugene Stockwell , associ
ate general secretary for overseas 
ministries of the National Council of 
Churches, joined Rabbi Marc H. 
Tannenbaum, international interreli
gious affairs director of the American 
Jewish Committee(AJC), in criticizing 
such efforts by several Arab states. 

Discussing the Middle East con
flicts, another United Methodist, the 
Rev. R. Lawrence Turnipseed, stressed 
two powerful , ongoing concerns of his 
denomination: "support for a secure 
and free State of Israel and support for 
the legitimate needs and aspirations of 
Third World peoples, including the 
Palestinians. " Dr. Turnipseed is 
director of the Southern Asia Office of 
the NCC. 

While sharing these concerns, Inge 
Lederer Gibe! of the AJC urged Chris
tians to pay attention to other Middle 
East conflicts . She mentioned the 
Iran-Iraq war, the Kurdish strugg le for 
self-determination , the worsening 
plight of Coptic Christians and other 
minorities, and the treatment of 
women throughout the area. 

The conference was sponsored 
jointly by the General Commission on 
Christian Unity and lnterrreligious 
Concerns of the UMC and the lnterr
religious Affairs Department of the 
AJC. 

UM Bishop Dale White of the New 
Jersey Area urged the two faith groups 
to also deal with needs of the poor and 
disadvantaged, both in the United 
States and overseas. (UMNS) 

CENTRAL METHODIST COLLEGE 
FIRES THIRTY-THREE 

Teachers and students at Central 
Methodist College(CMC) in Fayette, 
Mo. , were left shaken and pondering 
their future Nov. 19 when the UM-re
lated institution announced removal 
of 21 of 63 faculty positions and 22 
non-faculty jobs. 
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The school has been financially 
troubled for years. 

At least 11 tenured faculty faculty 
members, who generally are protected 
from dismissal , will be among those to 
lose their jobs. 

"This is going to be a landmark case 
for higher education," CMC president 
Joe A. Howell told the Kansas City 
Times . 

One professor, who asked not to be 
identified, called the action "adminis
trative insanity. " He said, " There will 
be lawsuits and big ones." Another 
teacher confirmed that legal counsel 
had been retained. 

Nine tenured instructors reportedly 
received pink slips. Two more were 
offered other CMC posts. Tenured 
faculty normally have job security 
until retirement age. 

Dr. Howell's move follows a decla
ration of " financial exigency" by the 
college's board of curators in Septem
ber. At that time, he was ordered to cut 
CMC's present $4.5 million budget by 
eight to ten percent. 

The president said the curators' 
action was taken to stave off financial 
collapse, prompted largely by declin
ing enrollments and five years of 
budget deficits. During Dr. Howell 's 
first three years after being named 
president in 1977, the college enjoyed 
modest enrollment increases. It expe
rienced a decline from 687 this past 
year to 579 students this year. It also 
saw the loss of a $350,000 federal 
program. 

Missouri Area Bishop W. T. Handy, 
Jr. , of St. Louis, who serves as a 
member of the CMC curators, said the 
decision to order the "financial exi
gency" plan came " after a lot of 
soul-searching," adding that most 
involved in the cuts have been "very 
understanding" under the circum
stances. (UMNS) 
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Gospel: Tribal Gods and the Triune God. 
Kosuke Koyama, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York. 

January 24-28 
Evangelism and Liberation in Mission: 
The Latin American Experience. Jose 
Miguez-Bonino, ISEDET, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina . 

February 14-17 
"No Other Name"? Christian Witness and 
Neighbors of Other Faiths. Harvie Conn, 
Paul Knitter, Charles Ryerson, and Lamin 
Sanneh. Seminar with Princeton Seminary 
Continuing Education Center, at Princeton. 

February 22-25 
Effective Communication with the "Folks 
Back Home": Writing Workshop for 
\1issionaries. Robert T. Coote, former 
nanaging editor, Eternity magazine. 

March 1-4 
fhe Christian Role in Third World 
Development: New Era for Church and 
~ission. Ted Ward, Michigan State 
Jniversity. 
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March 15-18 
Church Growth Strategies for Mission. 
Kenneth Mulholland, Columbia Graduate 
School of Bible and Missions. 

March 21-25 
Folk Religion and Modern Worldviews: 
A Missionary Dilemma. Paul Hiebert, 
Fuller Seminary School of World Mission. 

April 5-8 
Planning Strategies for World 
Evangelization. David M. Howard, General 
Secretary, World Evangelical Fellowship. 

April 12-15 
When Faith and Economics Meet: 
Guidelines for Christian Mission. Sr. 
Amata Miller, I.H .M., Marygrove College, 
and David Beckman, World Bank. Joint 
seminar with Maryknoll Mission Institute, at 
Maryknoll, NY 

April 18-22 
Opportunities and Obstacles for Mission 
in Asia Today. Saphir Athyal, Yavatmal, 
India . 

April 26-29 
The Unfinished Task of Mission. 
Stephen Neill, Oxford, England. 
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