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MISSION REMO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

September, 1982 

Florida. Twenty Haitian refugees were released from the Krome Detention Center 
in Miami on August 2 thanks to the sponsorship of a number of United Methodist 
churches in the Miami area. Federal judge Eugene P. Spellman ordered their release 
under conditions that stipulated weekly reporting and the availability of legal 
aid. The United Methodist Committee on Relief's refugee officer Lilia Fernandez • 
offered $25,000 to hire a refugee coordinator for the Haitians for the Miami J, 

District and $150 a month for each refugee for food and other expenses for four 
months. The district hired Lucille Bates, a UM who has -been working with Haitians 
since 1973 and who has her office at Grace UMC, which has a mixed congregation as 
well as a Haitian congregation. Sponsoring churches will help the refugees find 
jobs and help with clothing, transportation, language training, rent and food, if 
rtecessary. The federal government will not reimburse any of the resettlement 
costs. By next month Church World Service will need an additional $130,000 for 
legal services for the Haitians. About 1900 Haitians are eligible for parole with 
permission to work. Of the 200 cases Church World Service is committed to resettle, 
UMCOR has pledged to accept 30 or 40 of them. A program of the Advance for those 
wishing to aid Haitians is #901781. 

South Africa. A special government investigating body is investigating the South 
African Council of Churches in a move described by SACC president Peter Storey as 
entirely political. The government commission has been researching Council financial 
records and accounts and has taken up office space at its headquarters. Former SACC 
secretary general John Rees has been arrested on charges of fraud or theft in con
nection with Counc..,..,--:runds although the church group has not charged Rees with any
thing. The government commission is preparing to hold public hearings, reportedly 
this month. Meantime, U.S. Church officials have sounded a note of warning about 
two members of the government commission visiting the United States. U.S. churches 
channel up to $100,000 a year through the NCCCUSA and SACC for programs that help 
political detainees or prisoners and their families. Willis!:!_. Logan, director of 
the NCC's Africa Office, described the investigation as a "political witch hunt" 
and "solely a prelude to silencing the South Africa Council of Churches. 11 In another 
development, the South African government has refused an application by SACC general 
secretary Desmond Tutu for the return of his passport, which was withdrawn last April 
after he returned from a speaking tour of Europe and North America. Because Tutu 
was unable to travel overseas, Columbia University officials came from New York to 
present him an honorary degree. 11 To express our respect", said Columbia president 
Michael Sovern, 11 we would go to the ends of the earth. 11 In his acceptance address, 
Tutu ca 11 ed South African apartheid "as vicious as Nazism and Communism. 11 



School Prayer Amendment . An aide to President Reagan has confirmed that New Right 
leader Edward E. McAteer received White House encouragement to work for Southern 
Baptist Convention support of a constitutional amendment on school prayer, according 
to Baptist Press. Special assistant to the president Morton C. Blackwell said that 
he and McAteer, founder of the Religious Roundtable, confer regularly and had 
consulted before the SBC meeting. Earlier, McAteer had said that a White House 
official has called him and asked if he would help deliver a message of support. 
McAteer, a Southern Baptist layman, did not speak for the Amendment, but reportedly 
worked with resolutions committee chairman Morris !i_. Sydnor, Jr., a Religious Round
table leader in Maryland, in steering the resolution through the Convention. The 
Southern Baptist vote endorsing the School Prayer Amendment is widely regarded as 
a reversal of earlier opposition by the denomination .... Among those testifying 
against the proposed amendment in a hearing July 29 before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee were UM Bishop James Armstrong, president of the National Council of 
Churches; Rev. Dean !i· Kelley, a UM on the staff of the NCC; and the Rev. Jimmy 
Allen, a former president of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Honduras. Church relief agencies are planning to extend the length of stay for 
volunteers in the Observers Program in Honduras (see article, page 8) which is 
designed to protect Salvadoran refugees from harassment by Salvadoran troops cross
ing the border. Instead of 2-3 weeks, observers will now stay 3-6 months. Earlier 
this year 8,000 refugees were transferred to Mesa Grande from La Virtud camp because 
of the border situation. Church World Service is asking for $30,000 as its share 
of the $75,000 cost of the program. 

Mexico. The Methodist Church in Mexico has elected two bishops. The Central Annual 
Conference elected Alejandro Ruiz, 60, who had previously served in the office for 12 
years until he was succeeded four yea r s ago by Ulises Hernandez. For eight of those 
years, Ruiz had been leader of the entire church. In the Frontier Conference, Miguel 
Hernandez, district superintendent of the Western District and a leader in the 
charismatic movement in the Conference, was elected bishop on the 17th ballot. 
Hernandez tried to withdraw his name on the 12th ballot but the incumbent, Bishop 
Joel Mora-Pena, refused permission. 

U.S.-2s. Thirty-six young adults who will give the next two years of their life to 
mission service within the United States on behalf of the United Methodist Church had 
two weeks of orientation in Baltimore, Md. in August. According to Anne Linander, 
secreta ry in GBGM's Office of Personnel ,"This is the largest group of US-2s we have 
had since 1971 ... There were three times as many applicants as we could accept. 11 She 
conceded that the poor health of the economy was also a factor in the large turnout. 
One-fourth of the 36 are men, two are ethnic minority persons (one black, one Hispanic) 
and there are three couples. Liberal arts graduates are more prevalent than those 
trained for specific professions. They will serve in a variety of programs such as 
campus ministry, community centers, homes for adolescents, schools, hospitals and 
community outreach on behalf of the local church. 

Congress of the Deaf. More than 80 persons attended the annual meeting of the UM 
Congress of the Deaf at Temple UMC in San Francisco in July. Officially organized in 
1977, the Congress is concerned with spiritual nurture and Christian ministries that 
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meet the needs of deaf and hearing impaired persons in the life of t he denominat ion. 
Two petitions were prepared for the 1984 General Conference. One asks the Un i ted 
Methodist Publishing House to prepare curriculum for deaf persons of all ages and 
discontinue use of the Southern Baptist materials now recommended; the other ca l ls 
on General Council on Ministries to insure that all television programs, films and 
audiovisual aids produced within the denomination be accessible to hearing impaired 
persons through captioning or interpretation. Jo~ Tubergen, a member of Chicago 
Temple UMC, was elected president for the 1982-85 term. 

Deaths. The Rev. Milton Robinson, a United Methodist missionary in Quito, Ecuador, 
died suddenly in Quito of a heart attack on July 23. He was 62. Born in Havana, 
Cuba of missionary parents, he was a missionary since 1948 successively in Argentina, 
Bolivia, and Ecuador, where in his last position he was involved in leadership 
development and Christian education. He and his wife, Ruth Ann, have five children, 
now grown .... Eleanor L. Welch, a long-time executive of the Board of Missions of The 
Methodist Church, died last December at a nursing home in California. She was 81 . 
She was recording secretary of the Board, 1940-53, and an executive of both the 
Foreign and Home Missions Division until her retirement in 1965. She was the daughter 
of Bishop Herbert M. Welch .... Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, a president of the Board of 
Bishops of the former Evangelical United Brethren Church and a key figure in t he 
merger of the EUB's and the former Methodist Church in 1968, died suddenly Tuesday, 
July 6, in Franklin, Indiana. He was 85. He was also a president of the National 
Council of Churches and a delegate to three world assemblies of the World Council 
of Churches ........ Lula R. Morse, a retired deaconess with 17 years of service, 
died June 30 in Asheville-; Nor~Carolina .... Jo-Ann Price Baehr, veteran religion 
writer of the now-defunct New York Herald Tribune and a correspondent for the Na t iona l 
Catholic News Service, died July 15 in Brooklyn of cancer at the age of 57. She was 
widely known for feature pieces and profiles of noted religious leaders .... The Rev. 
Jameson Jones, dean of Duke University Divinity School, died suddenly at his home 
in Durham, N.C., of a heart attack. He was 53. He had been at Duke only 18 months. 
From 1969 to 1981 he was president of Iliff School of Theology in Denver .... Jean 
Launer Wickett, of Laguna Beach, California, a former UM missionary in Af rica and 
a member of the UM General Council on Ministries, died June 20 after a short ill ness . 
... Edna P. Gilwick, a retired deaconess with 35 years service, died Ju ly 18 in 
Asheville, N.C. at the age of 88 .... Ethel!:!· Pryor, a retired deaconess with 21 
years service, died July 4 in San Diego, CA at the age of 84 .... Fannie Bame, a 
retired deaconess with 38 years service, died July 12 in Charlotte, N.C-:-at the 
age of 89 .... Bertha Cox, a retired deaconess with 31 years service, died August 2 
in Spring Valley, CA---af the age of 94 . ... Ethel Vanek, a retired deaconess with 35 
years service, died July 26 in Ocean Grove, NJ at the age of 90. 

Missionaries in Residence. The Rev. Neal and Valene Long, UM missionaries in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, are the new missionaries-in-residence in the World Division of 
GBGM. He has served as a pastor to a congregation of British-Argentines as well as 
part of a team serving several Spanish language congregations. They have three 
children. 

Personalia. Ida Beatrice Brooks of Monrovia, Liberia, will be a mission i nte rpreter 
in the U.S . representing the Africa Church Growth and Development Committee . She 
is a professional nurse and active lay leader of the United Methodist Church of 
Liberia . . . . The Rev. Ruben Salcido, head of the office of vocation and career pl anning 
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in the UM Board of Higher Education and Ministry, has been elected president of 
Lydia Patterson Institute, a bi-lingual UM-related school in El Paso, Texas .... 
The Rev. Lovett Hayes Weems, Jr., pastor of First UMC in Philadelphia, Mississippi 
and a director of the Education and Cultivation Division of GBGM, has been ap
pointed vice president of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C .... In a 
shake-up of its New York office, the World Council of Churches has reassigned Dr. 
Keith Bridston, a Lutheran theologian who was head of the office, to be a con
sultant on theological issues for the 1983 WCC Assembly in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. A new head of the office has not been named .... The Rev. Gerald Schmidt, 
program secretary for UMCOR, has resigned and become pastor of Wesley UMC in 
Erie, Pa. 

Lebanon. Church World Service is planning to send two or three doctors and several 
nurses to Lebanon on a short-term basis of a few months as soon as clearance is 
received from the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC), probably sometime in early 
September. (All ports were closed to civilian traffic because of the PLO pullout.) 
One of the doctors is Dr. Timothy Harrison, 55, whose father was Dr. Paul Harrison, 
a well-known Reformed Church missionary in the Arab world. Dr. Timothy Harrison 
taught at American University Hospital in Beirut and now makes his home, ironically, 
in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, where he is a United Methodist. Approval for him is still 
pending from the MECC. The American University Hospital says it needs at least 60 
registered nurses for surgical, operating room and emergency room work, intensive 
care duties, pediatrics and orthopedics. (The CWS office is room 668 at 475 River
side Drive, New York 10115) .... The MECC is continuing without interruption its relief 
work in West Beirut, East Beirut, Tripoli area and the South (see report by Richard 
Butler on page 36). The MECC has been the main supporter of 5 rehabilitation youth 
camps in Lebanon (costing $12,000), rehabilitation of fishermen in Sidon ($25,000), 
and is working with the Mennonite Central Committee on agriculture rehabilitation 
projects. A business loan project for 20 shops in Tyre is being explored. Numerous 
church related buildings in the South must be rebuilt. A survey of the refugee 
population in the Beqaa area is in process. 

Apartheid Letter. According to Religious News Service, the leadership of the power
ful pro-apartheid Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) of South Africa has categorically 
rejected the demands made in an open letter by 123 liberal, white anti-apartheid 
theologians and ministers of the Church (see Mission Memo, July-August, and View
point, p.38). The letter contained the strongest criticism of apartheid by a group 
of NGK ministers in more than 20 years. The church's moderator, Dr. Kobus Potgieter, 
asked them to withdraw the letter and then attacked them for sowing division and 
confusion in the church. He said many of the issues in the letter would be debated 
at the Synod in October. Dr. Dirk Fourie, actuary of the church warned in the 
official church journal agains-r-fhe dangers of admitting Blacks on even an ad hoc 
basis to church membership. "It is the easiest thing for neo-Marxist religious 
pressure groups or political groups to organize applications on a large scale merely 
to creat a conflict situation .... " There are indications among the 123 signatories 
that the whole move may just peter out. In a 45-minute radio program Dr. Piet 
Meriring, one of the organizers of the letter, was apologetic and defensive, pre
ferring to discuss church procedures rather than the explosive contents of the letter. 
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]:.] EDITORIALS OJ 
WATCH OUT FOR 
THE KILLER BEES! 

There is a form of journal ism, short on 
fact and long on innuendo, which 
specializes in shock and scare. On a 
personal level , its subject is usually the 
supposedly scandalous doings of movie 
stars . On a slightly more sophisticated 
level , it is the threat of natural catastro
phes such as the imminent arrival of the 
deadly South American bees immorta
lized in headlines such as the one 
above. One staple of such journalism is 
the capture of the churches by sinister 
forces, usually Communist. 

One of the chief practitioners of the 
" evil churches" article is our old friend, 
The Reader's Digest. Back in the 1950s 
during the McCarthy era, there was 
" Methodism's Pink Fringe." After all the 
fuss that kicked up, they shifted to the 
World Council of Churches which had 
the advantage of being located abroad 
and containing a lot of foreigners (even 
Russ ians!) and not a big constituency in 
the U .S. to object to inaccuracy and 
misrepresentation. 

The latest recycling of this recurring 
article has just appeared in the August 
issue of the Digest under a real Ki 1 ler Bee 
title: "Which master is the World 
Counci I of Churches serving-Karl 
Marx or Jesus Christ?" (Have you ever 
noticed that with a question like that the 
answer is never Jesus Christ?) 

Even as these sort of articles go, this 
one is spectacularly shoddy journalism . 
There are the usual whipping boys-the 
Programme to Combat Raci sm being 
the chief target-and the usual dis
credited charges-fu nding guerrillas to 
kill missionaries. There are quotations 
out of context, the most remarkable 
being a question attributed to Martin 
Niemoller, a former president and 
long-ti me supporter of the World 
Council , without giving his answer and 
thus completely reversing his position. 
The only new touch about thi s article is 
its rather open attitude against the Thi rd 
World , which might be only slight ly 
caricatured as, " The World Council 
was okay when we (white westerners) 
ran it but now the wags have taken 
over." 

The distortions are so numerous that 
the Counci I has put out a paragraph by 
paragraph refutation (which , in our 

op1n1on , could be even longer than it 
is). Leaders of ten U .S. denominations 
have spoken out against the article. Al I 
of which will hardly catch up with the 
damage done. 

To make things worse, the Digest 
article is only part of what almost seems 
a concerted onslaught on the World and 
National Council of Churches and their 
supporters. The Digest has another 
article due out this fall on the National 
Council; the Saturda y Evening Post 
recently did its own expose on the 
World Council . Just so the print media 
doesn' t have al I the fun, " 60 Minutes" is 
filming a segment on the same subject. 

Is there a pattern here? Wei I, the same 
critics do get quoted with monotonous 
regularity but the important issue to us is 
not so much whether there is a conspi ra
cy as the qua I ity of the attacks. 

All church bodies and their policies 
are open to criticism and questioning 
but nothing stops honest debate faster 
than biased and irresponsible attack. 
Journalism which ignores this fact only 
deepens the suspicion with which the 
press itself is increasingly viewed . Dr. 
Johnson in the 1 8th century said: " A 
news-writer is a man who lies at home 
for his own profit. To these composi
tions is required neither genius nor 
knowledge , neit her industry nor 
sprightliness; but contempt of shame 
and indifference to truth are absolutely 
necessary." 

Hard words, but there are always 
writers and publications to bear them 
out. Grinding an ax or making a buck 
are not unknown motivations, even in a 
profession so self-professedly noble as 
journali sm. Maybe we should all keep a 
skeptical eye out for would-be killers, 
whether journa lists or bees. 

AFTER THE MARCHING 

In the Spring and early Summer, the 
demand for arms control and disarma
ment exemplified by the nuclear freeze 
movement seemed nearl y irresistible. 
The huge peace march and rally in New 
York on June 12 was only the most 
dramatic example of an extraordinary 
outpouring of popular feeli ng and par
ticularly of church support. Among 
United Methodists, for example, the 
Council of Bishops put out two mes
sages on this subject within six months 

and annual conferences around the 
nation backed them up. 

Two months later, all the euphoria 
has vanished . The United Nations 
Special Session on Di sa rmament is 
generally considered to have been a 
total failure . The U .S. House of Repre
sentatives has voted against a nuclear 
freeze. The Reagan administration re
mains strongly opposed to the idea. The 
ir resi stible force of public opinion 
seems to have met the immovable 
object of government policy. Where do 
we go from here? 

The answer is fairly clear to all those 
who do not believe in what has been 
cal led the " wal Is of Jericho" theory of 
political action. Many church people 
do seem to feel that if they march around 
a problem making a lot of noise often 
enough , the Lord will so lve it for them. 
Except in a few well-publicized cases, 
the Lord does not oblige them . They go 
away discou raged. The rest of us shou Id 
go to the polls . 

We arf.i' not here advocating single 
issue voting because we do not believe 
it to be an option for a responsible 
c itizen . But there is a hierarchy of issues 
on which a candidate should be judged 
and many people put nuclear disarma
ment near the top of any such list. It is 
also an issue where such a decision can 
make a difference; the vote in the House 
of Representatives was very close and 
one or two votes wou Id have made the 
difference. 

The other thing that concerned 
Christi ans (as well as all other citizens) 
must do is to learn more about the 
issues . Modern

1
warfare and particularly 

nuclear war is elilormousl y complex and 
does require a number of hard choices. 
These choices are not only technical but 
political and moral as well. We must be 
sympathetic and supportive of policy 
makers while insisting that ultimate 
control and decision belong to all of us. 
No longer can we let those with vested 
interests tell us that they know best and 
that arms control advocates are gov
erned only by their emotions. 

The choices are complex as the 
Catholic bishops have found in drafting 
their position paper, originally sched
uled for adoption this Fall and now 
delayed to allow fuller discussion. 

Fuller discussion is something that is 
needed and ca n only be useful if the 
government does not use it as a pretext 
for delaying arms control. A committed 
and informed public is the best guaran
tee that does not happen . We think that 
the irresistible force will prevail . 



Stolemote in El Solvodor: 
but still more refugees 

Louro N. O'Shoughnessy 

The March elections in El Salvador 
have overshadowed the growing 

proolem in Central America of Salva
doran refugees . 

The total number of Salvadorans 
displaced by the war now approaches 
a quarter of a million people . There are 
30,000 Salvadoran refugees in Hon
duras, 8,000 in Nicaragua, 10,000 in 
Mexico, 3,000 in Costa Rica, 10,000 
in Brazil and 3,000 in Panama . 
According to the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) a 
precise figure cannot be obtained for 
Guatemala, although several thou
sand refugees are known to be there. 
An additional 60,000 refugees are in 
the U.S. Furthermore, it is generally 
accepted that these figures err on the 
conservative side because the statistics 
are frequently supplied by the host 
governments themselves. 

The poorest of the Salvadoran refu
gees, the peasants, are in the Hondu
ran camps. Many have walked for two 
weeks to cross the border into Hondu
ras ; eating what they could find along 
the way. Those Salvadorans who 
could be considered "working class" 
are more able to travel further dis
tances; to Mexico and to the U .S. 
Once in Mexico, they contact a 
" coyote" (smuggler) and pay to be 
guided across the border. 

We are told that the Salvadorans are 
fleeing the general violence and that 
the majority of the people have not 
taken sides. In fact, the refugees are 
fleeing from the repress ion of the 
civilian military junta. They have 
come from the areas of El Salvador 
which have seen the worst govern
ment destruction--Morazon, Chala
tenango, Santa Ana, La Union. 

I spoke with a 15 year old girl whose 
family had been killed ; she had 
escaped by herself. She told me she 
could neither read nor write, but that 
she was trying to learn as best she 
could. Another woman, a mother of a 
two yea r old boy, told us that every 
time her son saw a man in olive green 
the child screamed hysterically. When 
the Honduran military came to the 

refugee camp, many of the children 
were taken away to the protective tents 
of the relief workers. Others told us of 
military atrocities that seem incom
prehensible . How does the killing of a 
pregnant woman and the removal of 
the fetus achieve a military objective? 

Despite the initial denials of Sa lva
doran Defense Minister, Jose Guiller
mo Garcia, the war in El Salvador is at 
a stalemate. A decis ive victory by 
either side does not seem to be a 
realistic possibility . The January 1981 
offensive of the FMLN (the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front) op
position failed but United States mili
tary aid and advisors have not resulted 
in victory for the junta . Junta casuali
ties are high while the opposition has 
successfully modified its strategy to 
include selective destruction of com
munications and utility networks. 

Relief Agencies Oppose Relocation 

Unfortunately, the plight of these 
refugees has been tied to the American 
search for alternative military solu
tions . The removal of the refugees from 
the camps near the Salvadoran-Hon
duran border had been under consid
eration since July of 1981 . At that time, 
the relief agencies operating in the 
refugee camps in Honduras vigorously 
opposed this option . Initially , 
UNHCR, CEDEN (the Honduran 
Evangelical Committee for Develop
ment and National Emergency) and 
the Catholic agency, Caritas, objected 
on the grounds that they could not 
deliver services as efficiently to many 
dispersed groups. Privately, they were 
also suspicious of the di sappearances 
of refugees from the camps. Subse
quently, as the joint efforts of the 
Salvadoran and Honduran militaries 
in the camps became facts and not 
allegations, the relief agencies again 
objected to this military option. The 
fundamental right of the refugees to 
physical safety could not be guaran
teed . 

In November of 1981 this relocation 
option became a reality when the first 
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"The total number of Salvadorans 
displaced by the war 
approaches a quarter 
of a million people." 

group of 3,000 refugees was removed 
by the Honduran Immigration Depart
ment from camps at La Virtud to a new 
camp, Mesa Grande, in western Hon
duras . Militarily the removal of the 
refugees will sati sfy several objectives. 
First, it will seal off the border so that 
Salvadoran guerrilla fighters will not 
be able to take refuge in Honduras . It 
shou Id be noted that over 80 percent of 
the Salvadorans in the camps in 
Honduras are women , ch i ldren and 
old men and could not be considered 
guerrilla fighters. 

Secondly, it is believed that sealing 
off the border will stop the illegal 
supply of relief agency food and 
medicines from being diverted to the 
Salvadoran insurgents . These allega
tions surfaced last June 1981 and were 
purported to be included in a then 
forthcoming Department of State Sec
ond White Paper on El Salvador. The 
allegations, taken from documents 
seized from the guerri I las in El Salva
dor, were publi cized by UPI. The 
publicity lent credence to the allega
tions that Cat ho I ic Relief Services, 
OXFAM America, and CEDEN (in 
Honduras) were knowingly and un
knowingly funneling aid to the insur
gent groups in El Salvador. Upon 
investigation , these al legations were 
found to be ground less and the second 
White Paper was never released. 

In July 1981 , U .S. Ambassador in 
Honduras, jack R. Binns, who orgin-

\ 

ally believed much relief aid was 
leaving Honduras, publicly apolo
gized to CEDEN . Similarly, UPI edi
tor-in-chief, H . L. Stevenson admitted 
that " .. . his . news agency was negli
gent in not contacting the accused 
relief agencies for their reaction to the 
charges against them." Stevenson 
added that further field investigation 
revealed " . .. no evidence that the 
claims against the groups w~re true." 
Even though the relief agencies are 
strictly monitoring the supply of food 
and medicines to the refugees the 
belief remains firm among our policy 
advisors that the · border must be 
sealed . 

The third objective to be rea l ized by 
relocation is eerily reminiscent of 
Vietnam--the creation of a " free-fire" 
zone in which a designated border 
area would be cleared of all Hondu
rans and Salvadorans. Presumably, 
anyone found in that zone would be 
suspect and could be killed . 

Need for Relief Agency Oversight 

Finally, if the Sa lvadoran refugees 
are resettled in scattered locations, it 
will make them more vulnerable to 
joint Salvadoran-Honduran mi I ita,ry 
operations in which suspected Salva
doran insurgent sympathizers disap
pear without a trace . To be sure, the 
refugees are vulnerable now, but in the 
camps they are under the supervision 
of the relief agencies. If they are 
relocated, the task of the United 
Nations and the relief agencies will be 
much more difficult to coordinate 
given the terrain and road system in 
southern Honduras. Most importantly, 
without relief agency oversight, there 
is no protection for the refugees and no 
source of information beyond that of 
the Salvadoran-Honduran govern
ments. Our knowledge of two mas
sacres during March 1981 and May 
1981 , in which hundreds of Salva
dorans were ki I led trying to cross the 
Lempa and Sumpul rivers into Hondu
ras, comes from relief workers. Our 
knowledge of military maneuvers on a 
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"Under cuttent American policy, 
·there is no escape for these people." 

plateau d irectl y adjacent to the refugee 
camp, Copinol , comes from re lief 
workers. More recentl y, duri ng the 

ovember 16 ra id on the camp La 
Virtud , the removal of thirty Sa lva
doran peasants from the camp was 
prevented on ly by the arriva l of 
international relief workers . 

The pl ight of the Salvadoran refu
gees has been obscured from publi c 
awareness due to the debate over the 
administration's proposals to send an 
additional 200 million dollars in mi li
tary aid to the Sa lvador government. 
Yet the conditions at the new locati on, 
Mesa Grande, are far worse than those 
at the border camps. At f irst one 
thousa nd peo p le we re re loca ted 
weekly to Mesa Grande w here fhere is 
a shortage of tents and latri nes and no 
ru nning water. The rel ief agenci es 
protested the haste of the relocation ; 
the refugees themse lves have begun to 
openly resist . relocati on efforts by 
organizi ng a Lenten fast on February 
24, 1982 and by refusi ng to board the 
governmen.t trucks . There is I ittle 
recogn ition of the humar:l cost. 

·The refugee prob lem in Honduras 
was further comp I icated by the con
flicts within CEDE N over the issues of 
leaders hi p an d prog ram . Under 
pressure fro m con,servative religious 
elements wi th in Honduras w ho 'd id 
not want to conti nue worki ng with the 
" subversive" refugees, the National 
D irector of CEqEN, Noemi de Espin
oza, resigned. M rs. de Espi noza had 
worked with CEDEN' since 1974 and 
her reputation as an ad ministrator w as 
excellent. Approximate ly three quar
ters of the CEDEN staff working in the 
areas of La Vi rtud and Colomoncagua 
resigned also. By the end of February 
Noemi de Espinoza, sti ll fi rmly com
mitted to refugee rel ief servi ces, had 
formed a spli nter group,· CODE (Com
mittee fo r Emergency Development). 
'Both the UN HCR and the Honduran 
government r-ecogni zed CODE to 
work with the refugees. It should . be 
ev ident that w hile these conflicts were 
occurri ng the delivery of services to 
the refugees was severe ly impai red. 

Honduran Policy Deliberations 

W hi le the fate of the refugees is 
cl earl y related to American and Sa lva-

doran po licy consi derations, their fate 
is also influenced by Honduran poli cy 
de li berations. Unfortunately, the re
sul ts of the Hondu ra n election s in 
November, 1981 , worked to the detri 
ment of the Salvadoran refugees. 

With substanti a l encouragement 
from the U.S. , Honduras held presi
dential and congressi onal elections. 
After ten yea.rs of military rule the 
Honduran people elected a civilian , 
Roberto Suazo Cordova of the Liberal 
Party, as pres ident. By most accounts 
the Honduran elections were honest. 
A civ ilian presi dency may promise 
further democratization . However, 
the dominant power in Honduras is 
st i ll the military which maintains a de 
facto veto power over civilian cabinet 
appoi ntments. The post-electoral con
solidation of power between the civi 1-
ian and military members of the 
cabinet have served to delay the 
implementation of a more humane 
refugee pol icy . 
' In addition , the internal conflicts 

w ithin the Chri st ian relief agencies 
placed UNHCR in a delicate position 
in terms of admini stering aid and 
setting refugee policy . Honduras is not 
a signatory of the 1967 Protocol 
Rel at ing to the Status of Refugees; thus 
the mandate and the authority of 
UNHCR vis-a-vis the Honduran gov
ernment is tenuous. UNHCR is now 
responsi ble for the majority of the 
relief work and has expressed a greater 
wi llingness to relocate Salvadoran 
refugees than either CEDEN or Caritas. 
The qual ity of refugee aid in La Virtud , 
Colomoncagua and Mesa Grande is in 
no way comparable to that which 
ex isted in July, 1981 . 

Need 'for a Dialogue 

Despite the overtures for negotia
tions made by leaders in Mexico, 
France and West Germany, the United 
States has resisted any form of dialogue 
w ith the opposition forces in El Salva
dor; a dialogue in which the opposi
tion is willing to participate . On 
O ctober 7, 1981 the Salvadoran op
position forces, the Democratic Revo-
1 utionary Front (ORF) and its military 
w ing, the Farabundo Marti Front for 
National Liberation (FMLN), delivered 
a message to the United Nations 

10 [346] New World Outlook • September 1982 

General Assembly through spokesper
son Daniel Ortega, coordinator of the 
Nicaraguan government. The DRF
FMLN called for a " dialogue with 
representati ves of the (Sal vadoran) 
junta des ignated through a process of 
peace conversation .... to take place in 
the presence of witnesses of other 
governments ." No preconditions 
would be set by either side and the 
Salvadoran people would be fully 
informed of the proceedings. The 
U .N . General Assembly endorsed this 
proposal by a vote of 65-21 with 54 
abstentions . On February 27, 1982 the 
leader of the Salvadoran Democratic 
Revolutionary Front (FDR), Guillermo 
Ungo, again called for negotiations. 

Instead of negotiations the U .S. and 
the Salvadoran junta endorsed a plan 
to elect a constituent assembly in 1982 
to write a new constitution and hold 
presidential elections in 1983. In a 
" democracy" this solution might 
work; in a country where 30,000 
citizens have died since 1979, this 
solution was symbolic. Even the Sal
vadoran Federation of Lawyers had 
said that it could not cooperate with 
the government to prepare the elector
al laws. In El Salvador immediately 
before the elections of March 28, 
freedom of speech , press and assem
bly did not exist. A state of emergency 
had existed for over one year; a person 
could be arrested and detained for six 
months without trial , a curfew was and 
is strictly enforced in the capital city, 
San Salvador. 

After the Elections, What? 

More importantly, the results of the 
March elections probably wi 11 not 
result in a more humane refugee policy 
or stop the flow of refugees from El 
Salvador. 

These elections were designed to 
legitimize the existing Christian Dem
ocratic-mi I itary government headed 
by Jose Napoleon Duarte and to give 
that government great.er international 
credibility . In addition to the Christian 
Democratic Party, five other parties 
participated in the elections. Whilethe 
Christ ian Democrats can be consid
ered a centrist or moderate force in 
Salvadoran politics, there is no doubt 
that the other participating parties 
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represented the right and extreme right 
within the Salvadoran political con
text. 

The results of these elections se
verely damaged the strength of the 
Christian Democratic Party . Although 
they won 24 out of a total of 60 seats in 
the Constituent Assembly, the right 
wing parties won the remainder and 
have formed a powerful coalition in 
opposition to the Christian Demo
crats . The right wing coalition is 
opposed to policies of moderation or 
reform . The elected president of the 
Constituent Assembly is Roberto 
D'Aubi sson, candidate of the extrem
ist Arena Party . There is substantial 
evidence that Major D' Aubisson, who 
attempted several coups against the 
Duarte government, was responsible 
for the assassination of Archbishop 
Oscar Romero . In one of its first moves 
the new government suspended fur
ther enactment of the modest land 

reform program. In other words, it is 
quite Ii kely that the policies of the new 
government will increase the number 
of refugees. 

The United States government must 
formulate a coherent long-range solu
tion to the crisis in El Salvador; one that 
does not minimize the profound inter
nal causes of this conflict between the 
rich landed elite and the military 
against the majority of the people . 
Sending weapons, U.S. military advi
sors, and sealing the border will only 
strengthen the hand of the military, 
weaken the forces of moderation and 
maintain a devastating level of vio
lence which affects Salvadorans even 
beyond the borders of El Sa lvador. 
Under current American policy, there 
is no escape for these people. • 

Laura N. O 'Shaughnessy is Assistant 
Professor of Government, St. Lawrence 
University, Canton, New York. 

Salvadoran soldiers attempt 
to remove refugees from a 
camp on the Honduras-El 
Salvador border. 
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100 
years 

of Methodism in Cuba 

Today in the Methodist Church in 
Cuba hymns are being w ritten , 

p ictures are being painted , logos are 
be i ng created , and contemporary 
statements of faith are being deve
loped as part of a celebration of one 
hundred years of Cuban Methodism . 
The people understand these efforts, 
not as a reject ion of the past, but as an 
affi rmation of the role Chri stians play 
in contemporary society. They are 
attempting to gi ve witness to their faith 
in the language and symbols under
stood in Cuba today. Each di strict is 
working through the youth, men's and 
w omen 's organizations to submit their 
best efforts to a sponsoring national 
comm ittee. 

Since autonomy in 1968 church 
members feel they have developed a 
structure which is functional and 
w hich is led by tried and true leaders. 
They have achieved complete self
support for their church program, 
includ ing pastoral support and theo
logical preparation . They feel a sense 
of responsibility about theirs being a 
trul y Cuban church, and want to make 
a contribution to life in Cuba today, 
helping people fi nd meaning in their 
li ves and in their dail y activ it ies . 

The Past 

Cuban Methodi sm rea ll y began 
w hen Enrique B. Someillan, with other 
refugees, found asy lum in the United 
States from his country's unsuccessful 
" Ten Yea rs' War" wi th Spain and its 
aftermath . By the t ime Someillan 

Joyce Hill 

and had been pastor of the Cuban 
Methodist Church in Key West, Fl ori
da. In 1884 he became superintendent 
of t he Spani sh-speaking work in 
Tampa, Key West and Havana . 

Someillan' s missionary effo rts were 
close ly re lated to h is po litica l aims . For 
hi m the proclamatio n of the Gospe l 
meant freei ng his people from both the 
doctrines of Span ish Catho licism and 
dependence on an oppressive fo reign 
regime . Evangelization meant freei ng 
them to be Christia n and Cuban. 

Someillan's evange listi c zea l took 
him into the ru ral area surrounding 
Havana, even w hen Spanish author
ities jailed him for several days fo r 
propagating other than the Roman 
Catho li c fa ith . H is po l itica l zeal allied 
hi m and other Methodi st leaders, l ike 

returned to Cuba in 1883, some years Bishop Armando Rodriguez goes over 
after a genera l amnesty had been Centennial plans with World Division 
declared, he was an ordained elder executive Lois Miller. 
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Manuel Deulofeu and Isidoro Barre
do, wi th the revo lutionary leader, Jose 
Mart i, w ho was plann ing the f inal 
stru ggle fo r freedom from Spain. In 
1895 the Cuban W ar for Indepen
dence (known in the U .S. as the 
Spanish-American War) brought both 
l iberty from Spain and a new relati on
ship to the United States . 

Po liti call y, Cuba was in thrall to the 
U.S. For example, the Pl att Amende
ment, w hich was part of the Cuban 
consti tution unti l 1934, guaranteed 
the right of the U .S. to intervene 
mi l itaril y in Cuban affairs. 

To American Protestants the new 
Cuba meant a new and exc iting 
mission fie ld . In 1898 the General 
Conference of the M ethodi st Epi scopal 
Church South elected Dr. W . A . 
Candler to the ep iscopacy and named 
him to the Fl o rida A rea w hich includ
ed Cuba. Mi ss ionaries w ere appo inted 
and sent to the island . They began 
immediately to build on the founda
tion laid by Someill an, Deulofeu and 
Barredo, although these Cubans never 
seem to have been considered for 
cont inuing leadership roles and wi thin 
a few yea rs they left the M ethod ist 
Church. 

O ver the next decades almost fo rty 
Protestant denominations fro m the 
Uni ted States establi shed mi ss io n 
churches as well as c lini cs, hospitals 
and schoo ls. Partl y because thei r 
congregat ions, li ke most of the Cuban 
peo ple , t e nded to be poo r , the 
churches were dependent fi nanc iall y 
on North America n churches, as we ll 
as bei ng deeply influenced by U .S. 
culture. Many organizat ional dec i
sions also were made in New Yo rk, not 
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in Cuba . 
The Prate tants' association with the 
orth made the revolution of the late 

fifties and especially the Marxist orien
tation of the new government more 
difficult for them to accept. Many 
came to the United States as refugees . 

The Church in Cuba Today 

Today there are 118 congregations 
of the Methodist Church to be found 
throughout Cuba . Pastoral care is 
provided by 57 ministers. Each year on 
Aldersgate Sunday the members of the 
church are challenged to renew their 
commitment to the church . Approxi
mately 2,700 teenagers and adults 
have done so, and are considered to be 
full members of the church . There are 
thousands more still in Cuba on the 
church rolls who continue to sympa
thize with the church and are potential 
members. The Commission on Evan
gelism wants to recover them as full 
members in its activities. 

In addition to preparations for the 
Centennial , the church has created a 
lively program of repairing and pai nt
ing church properties which have had 
minimum care since the Revolution . 
Priority has been given to the use of 
scarce building materials for housing, 
schools and hospitals . Now the gov
ernment is beginning a program of 
maintenance of older buildings, and 
the church is able to secure the 
necessary materials to repair roofs, 
windows, walls, and fences . Funds are 
being raised in local churches for the 
work and volunteer brigades are being 
planned to carry out some of the 
activities . Work teams from outside 
Cuba will share in the work. 

New equipment for the church is 
also needed. The ancient mimeograph 
machine, which turns out the church 's 
school materials, its study programs 
and all of the other materials used 
across the island, desperately needs to 
be replaced. The vehicles used by 
district superintendents are monu
ments to the ingenuity of Cuban 
mechanics, and more adequate trans
portation wi 11 mean a better use of ti me 
by church leaders. 

Members and friends of the church 
are contri bu ting to the " Angel Fuster 
Fund" to help make their needs 
become realities. Fuster was the leader 
of the Cuban church during the early 
years of the Revolution when the 
bishop assigned to the Florida Area , 
which included Cuba, was unable to 
visit the island. Under Fuster's leader
ship the church was moving rapidly 

toward autonomy. Before it could be 
achieved , while he was in the United 
States in 1967 consulting with The 
Methodist Church on the subject, 
Fuster was killed in an automobile 
accident. 

Finall y, the church in the United 
States and Europe is hoping to partici
pate in the Cuban church 's Centennial 
plans by sending visitors to celebration 
activities and by contributing to the 
building repair and new equipment 
funds . 

Ecumenical Relationships 

Historically the Methodist Church 
in Cuba has been an advocate for and 
participant in both ecumenical activi
ties and organizations in Cuba. It 
continues to give leadership through 
lay and clergy participation in ecu
menical activities outside the country, 
and in regional and world-w ide organ
izations. 

It was one of the founders of the 
Ecumenical Council of Cuba, which 
now includes the Roman Catholic 
Church. When Union Theological 
Seminary opened in 1946, it was one 
of the foundi ng churches and contin
ues to serve on the board of directors. 
Both the Student Ch ristian Movement 
and the Latin American Youth Organi
zation have benefitted by Methodist 
leadership. 

Recent ecumenical activ ity includes 
participation in the Caribbean section 
of the Christian Peace Conference. 
The chapter in Cuba has selected a 
Methodist laywoman as its executive 
secretary. 

Relationships with the Government 

Relationships in the 1980's are very 
different from those in the 1960's 
when tensions ran high. 

Between 1 969 when Fidel Castro 
affirmed the right of Cubans to hold 
and practice religious belief and 1976 
when a Constitution guaranteeing 
freedom of religion was approved , 
relationships between church leaders 
and government officials improved. 
Communication has conti nued 
through the office of the Minister of 

Religious Affairs and the Ecumenical 
Council of Churches. Heads of the 
different churches also have access to 
the Minister' s office. 

One of Cuba's leading government 
officials recently affirmed that Christ is 
not an adversary of the Cuban Revolu
tion. He added that the churches are 
free to participate in the life of Cuba in 
any way that they want since both the 
churches and the Revolution are con
cerned with the dignity of human life. 

The Methodist Church of Cuba 
today describes itself as a church 
which has absolute trust that the Lord 
of the Church is also the Lord of 
History, which is open to respond to 
the challenges and opportunities be
fo re it, w hich is willing to pay the price 
of Ch ristian discipleship and which is 
fil led with the joy that comes through 
witness and service. They are ex
periencing a sense of unity in the midst 

(Above) Two of the ordained women in 
the Methodist Church of Cuba. (left, 
below) Bishop Rodriguez talks with a 
district lay leader, who is also an 
executive of the Student Christian 
Movement. 

of diversity, a vision of eternity in the 
midst of the temporary, a feeling of 
love and good will to all people. It is a 
church which has learned along the 
way what it means to be the Church of 
Jesus Christ. 

Before his death, the Rev . Ange l 
Fuster anticipated the future of the 
Methodist Church in Cuba when he 
said , " The spiritual heritage of Meth
odism, enriched by the Cuban experi
ence, and bringing blessing to our 
people, wil l never disappear from th is 
land ." • 

Joyce Hill is an executive secretary for 
Latin America of the World Divis ion , 
GBGM. 



Two Workers 
in National 

Division 
Agencies 

A 
Family 

for hard
to-place 
children 

David Monahan 

She was single, nearing 40 and 
staring at this tiny black 8-day-old 

baby she had agreed to adopt as her 
child. " I was so exci ted," Carole 
Patten recent ly reca lled about that 
event of September 25, 1974. 

" I had called the doctor earlier. He 
said, 'You ' ll want to bring her right out 
the day you get her .' I was a nervous 
wreck. She was so little . We just got 
inside the doctor's office, and she 
threw up all over me." 

Thus began Carole Patten's life as an 
adoptive mother, a I ife that has ex
panded to embrace two more bi-racial 
children as her own and has directly 
touched the lives of dozens of other 
needy children . 

Carole was a social worker at the 
United Methodist 's Neighborhood 
Services Organization in Oklahoma 
City when adoption radically changed 
her existence. She continues to work 
there as associate director. Neighbor
hood Services Organization is a re
cognized agency of the National 
Division of GBGM. 

Seated in her storefront office at 
Neighborhood Services, with traffic 
whizzing by some 15 feet from her 
desk and an occasional diesel engine's 
horn sounding from the nearby rail
road tracks, she spoke quietly about 
her family and her professional con
cern about adoption. 

On one wall of the office hung a 
banner with the words " Happy are 
those who dream dreams and are 
ready to pay the price to make them 
come true." The banner's statement 
was a perfect fit for the unpretentious, 
blue-eyed , graying-haired woman 
who was recounting her personal 
story. 

" I had wanted a family," she said. " I 
had never had any real opportunity to 
get married . I was shy and awkward 
around men . 

" When my dad died I felt really 
alone. At the time he died my sister 
said, 'Why don' t you think about 
adopting?"' 

Carole Patten made a decision . A 
lifelong Roman Catholic, she applied 
for an adoption at the local Catholic 
Charities' office . 

" I talked to Msgr. lsenbart," she 
said . " I was really thinking about a 
Vietnamese child . He encouraged me 
to get a child who was part black. I 
talked with my family about that, and 
they said, 'A child is a child ."' 

So Dorie came into Carole's life and 
vice versa. " But I felt I needed another 
chi ld and she needed a brother," 
Carole continued. Less than two years 

aher Dorie's arrival , she adopted 
Brien, an Alabama newborn . 

Despite the day-by-day anxieties 
and minor crises in rearing two healthy 
squirming babies by herself, Carole 
fell in love with them and became 
intrigued with the possibilities of 
adoption . 

" I decided to try to see what I could 
do to further the adoption of hard-to
place kids," she said. "We organized 
a general recruitment of families for 
hard-to-place children ." Pursuing this 
endeavor Carole came across a rural 
Oklahoma social agency which was 
badly in need of emergency foster 
homes. " I still had the baby bed, and I 
could get another one out of the 
garage," Carole said . She began to 
take in foster children for a few days at 
a time. 

One day a 17-month-old Indian girl 
from an extremely neglected family 
was sent to the Patten home for foster 
care . " She was the most frightened 
I ittle thing .. . a waif ... terrified ," Carole 
remembered . 

She was tempted to include Wanda 
in her family , but two days later " I 
called the agency and they came to 
pick her up," Carole said. " But they 
brought her back the next day. She was 
screaming. They couldn't do anything 
with her. As soon as she re-entered our 
house she quieted right down ." 
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The next day in church, Carole sang 
with the congregation " Whatever you 
do to the least of my brothers, that you 
do unto me. " She smiled at the 
recollection . " That clinched it," she 
said . " Wanda has been with us ever 
since." 

Today beaming Dorie is 7, imagina
tive Brien is close to 6 and Wanda has 
turned a sweet 5. All three are healthy 
and intelligent. The children have 
almost totally absorbed Carole Pat
ten 's private life. " I used to read , but 
since I have the kids I don 't read 
anything." she said . 

The family of four share a two-bed
room home, although Brien has been 
given the former dining area as hi s 
room. They eat in the well-used li vi ng 
room. " It was big when I moved into 
it, " Carole said good-naturedly of her 
house. " But it's getting smaller. " 

Carole entrusts her children during 
work days to a school and day-ca re 
center operated by Carmelite Sisters, 
whom she describes as " really, really 
good ... warm and caring people. " 
Nevertheless this good educational 
program absorbs a large percentage of 
her paycheck. 

As a single parent herding three 
small children , obviously of ethnic 
backgrounds different than her own, 
Carole has had to learn to I ive with the 
curiosity of others, at best, and rank 

prejudice, at worst. 
She spoke with anger about the 

woman at the parish church " giving 
me dirty looks and telling me to leave. 
She actually grabbed hold of my arm 
and shook her finger in my face and 
told me to leave the children at 
home. " 

However, Carole emphasized that 
she had received tons of loving support 
" especially from my mother, but al so 
from my other family members, friends 
and other adoptive parents ." 

In her profess ional life, Carole's 
interest in adoption has developed into 
Project Adopt, a part of the Neighbor
hood Services Organization 's overall 
program . 

" We work with families from Okla
homa who want to adopt the hard-to
place child ," she said. The hard-to
place children fall into various cate
gories: Those 8 to 18 years of age, 
whole families of neglected children , 
minority race children , and handi
capped children . 

" We do the adoptive study, making 
sure the families are reall y interested in 
the welfare of children, " she said. " By 
the end of April we will have placed 
about 30 children. No one else in 
Oklahoma is doing this . 

"There are a lot of kids who are 
waiting. A child does not develop 
normall y unless there is a loving family 

''There are 
a lot 

situation. " 

of kids 
who are 
waiting." 

Carole Patten with her 
family: Dorie, Brien and 
Wanda. 

Project Adopt, of Neighborhood 
Services Organization, Inc ., last year 
received $25 ,000 from the Women's 
Division of the UM General Board of 
Global Ministries. The program in
cludes an adoption study of Oklahoma 
families , search for " the waiting 
child ", place ment of children in 
adoptive homes, supervision of the 
placement, and fina l court adoption . 

Carole also oversees the operation 
of Neighborhood Services' medical 
clinic, which provides health services 
" for 300 to 400 a month, people who 
have been left out of the system." 

Carole Patten' s view of her situation 
has its basis in faith . " In some way God 
is leading me into this," she said . " I 
would like to be married and settled 
down and raising a family , but that's 
not the way it happened. 

I feel like I'm ca lled to take care of 
these three children ... showing people 
how it's done ... helping to free some 
kids from the system. It's not always 
easy. Even so it's sti II worth it. 

"When I first started getting Dorie, I 
made a deal with God. I said I would 
do everything I could , but He would 
have to make up the difference of my 
being a single parent. He has always 
been there ." • 

David Monahan is Editor of The Sooner 
Catholic , Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
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Two Workers 
in National 

Division 
Agencies 

Refugee 
Sponsor 

Extraordinary 
Carol Mariano 

Sylvia McKeen in her office. 

If you are a refugee, happiness might 
be remembering a word in English 

when you need it. Or it might be 
having a friend--one who can see 
beneath your smile to the humilitation, 
pain and fear that fill your life . 

Just such a friend is Sylvia McKeen 
who works with refugees at the Taco
ma Community House , Tacoma, 
Washington . She has adopted refu
gees, sponsored them, taken them into 
her own home to live temporarily, 
counseled them, taught them English, 
transported them to medical appoint
ments, visited them in jail and even 
fought legal battles for them . 

One might perhaps trace Mrs . 
McKeen's interest in refugees back 18 
years when she and her husband 
adopted a Korean war orphan, and 
then on to their later adoption of a 
Japanese war orphan . But Mrs . 
McKeen says it is the other way 
around . From an early age she had a 
special feeling for people who were 
misplaced or homeless. "Where are 
the people who are supposed to be 
helping the Jews?" she asked herself 
after seeing war movies as a chi Id . Her 
adoption of the war orphans opened 
her eyes to a greater realization of the 
traumas in the lives of these unfortu
nate people, but the desire to do what 
she could to help was already within 
her. 

Responding to a newspaper article 
about the need for Indochinese refu
gee sponsors in 1975 led Mrs. McKeen 
to welcome two young refugees into 
her home and to seek out sponsorship 
for two others among members of her 
church . So began her " career in 
sponsorship," for since that time, Mrs. 
McKeen has sponsored 200 refugees. 
There are now an estimated 5,000 
refugees living in Tacoma. 

That doesn't mean that she provided 
for the needs of all 200. Some came to 
be with relatives and just needed an 
American citizen to sign their papers, 
someone to meet them at the airport 
and transport them to their new home. 
But things didn 't always go smoothly, 
even in cases where sponsorship was 
assured, and sometimes Mrs. McKeen 
had to find alternate places for refu
gees to stay and other means of getting 
them settled into American life. 

It was readi ly apparent that the 
biggest problem facing refugees was 
the inability to speak English, so Mrs. 
McKeen volunteered to teach English 
as a second language (ESL) in a 
program offered at the Tacoma Com
mun ity House, a National Division 
program. However, more and more 
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she saw that there were needs faced by 
the refugees that cou Id not be met 
simply by teaching them English, and 
three years ago she developed an 
outreach program for refugees at the 
Community House. 

The outreach program aids in the 
whole resettlement process, from re
ception at the airport to transporting to 
various service agencies, from provid
ing translation and interpretation of 
medical and legal needs to giving 
counseling and referrals . Mrs . 
McKeen now supervises two bilingual 
outreach workers who help her in this 
task . Their extensive care reaches even 
into homes to make sure refugees' 
needs are being met. 

The home visits sometimes turn up 
problems which might have become 
disasters if left alone. One grandmoth
er thought the pills she gave the 
children were vitamins, although they 
had been prescribed for her for a 
mental condition . The outreach work
er, just dropping by for a visit, 
discovered the children unconscious 
and rushed them to the hospital for 
treatment. 

The refugees are really bright and Tacoma Community House runs a variety of refugee programs. 

REFUGEES FIND FRIENDS AT TACOMA COMMUNITY HOUSE 

Most problems of Inda-Chinese 
refugees stem from lack of com

munication and not knowing proce
dures, Mrs. Mc Keen feels . In her work 
as outreach coordinator she seeks to 
bridge gaps in understanding that 
hamper refugees as they try to fit in . 
Many incoming Vietnamese are fisher
men, for instance. Naturally they seek 
to enter the west coast fishing industry. 
They have not understood the licens
ing system or regulations governing 
type of gear, maximum catch, registra
tion, credentials. They have been 
ticketed and fined through this kind of 
ignorance, and have needed legal aid 
to extricate them from ensuing diffi 
culties . 

Tacoma Community House has 
learned of many such pitfalls through 
refugee experience. Running afoul of 
the law or the bureaucracy makes 
refugees feel that forces in this country 
lie in wait to trip them up. Such fears 
often prolong dependency. 

Most current refugees from lndo
China are not in families . Many are 
young men alone or with families 

Elaine Magalis 

waiting to rejoin them . The west coast 
continues to shelter most incoming 
Asian refugees . Washington State 
alone has settled 31 ,000. 

Tacoma Community House helps 
refugees to learn English and to cope 
with the system . Robert Yamashita, 
director of the program, and a staff of 
caring people have developed a net
work of community supports . " Taco
ma is a receptive community, willing 
to help newcomers," he adds. 

An example of this is the extensive, 
mostly volunteer, English language 
program. This program has greater 
urgency now, as federal cutbacks have 
reduced Tacoma Housing staffing 
from seven to two bilingual aides, and 
refugee subsistence from 36 to 18 
months. Social services and assistance 
are much needed, for while many 
earlier refugees were ski I led, educated 
and somewhat bilingual , recent arriv
als are more often country-bred, illiter
ate, and without usable skills for this 
economy. 

Tacoma Community House is de
veloping English language training 

designed for this group. One aspect of 
the program, Homebound English for 
Refugee Women (HER), has been 
funded by Call to Prayer and Self-De
nial funds as a pilot project for refugee 
women dependent on oral learning. 
Emphasis is on English for daily 
domestic usage. Volunteer tutors use a 
course designed for oral domestic use 
in one-on-one or small group situa
tions . Speaking and listening training 
will enable refugee women to pe 
confident when grocery shopping, for 
instance, and to keep abreast of their 
children and spouses who have many 
more opportunities to hear and use 
English . HER's ·oral English curriculum 
is available from Tacoma Community 
House. 

" There are so many difficulties we 
don't even think about," Mrs. McKeen 
comments. " Most of all , there needs to 
be someone refugees can turn to when 
the system seems to shut them out by 
indifference of discrimination." Car
ing Christians 'and supportive agencies 
of the church provide such friends to 
turn to. • 
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intelligent people, says Mrs. McKeen, 
but their customs are different than 
those in this country . Not having 
experienced the. Western approach to 
medical treatment·, refugees often 
don't understand that (prescription 
med ici ne should be u~ed only by the 
person it is prescribed for. They may 
not realize that cigarette ash does not 
have healing power and that a series of 
cigarette. burns on a child can be 
interpreted as chi Id abuse, rather than 
the healing treatment they thought it 
was . 

Because of cultural differences, and 
perhaps, too, because of physical 
differences, refugees are frequently 
caught in situations where they are 
castigated without understanding 
why. They soon come to fear anyone 
in a position ofauthority. The " paper-

treatment of refugees, are also coordi
nated through her office at the Com
munity House. 

Mrs. Mc Keen tel Is about a refugee, a 
young man, who got a job on a fishing 
boat in Alaska. For a year he worked 
and sent his earnings to his sponsor in 
Tacoma to save for him . At the end of 
the year he came back only to discover 
that the sponsor had kept the money 
for himself. So the man went back to 
the fishing boat and worked another 
year, this time asking the fishing 
company to save his earnings until the 
end of the year. When he went to 
claim his money, the company had 
just declared bankruptcy. All was lost 
again. 

Slightly disoriented by his misfor
tune, the man returned to Tacoma and 
entered a store to buy groceries. At the 

Mrs. McKeen helps a refugee family with a problem. 

work jungle~' facing them everywhere 
they turn makes tbings even worse. 
Still there is that smi le, often misinter-

. preted, which says, " I cannot let you 
know how I real ly feel. It hurts too 
much ." 

Direct help to refugees is not the full 
extent of Mrs. McKeen's work; she 
also has an impact on the community 
which touches refugees . She has set up 
a network of sponsors and developed a 
sponsor 's handbook . Awareness 
classes are held for fire de.Partment, 
police and hosp\tal staff persons to 
increase understanding of the prob
lems refugees face _and their orienta
tion toward their problems. Task 
forces to st ud y particular prob
lems,such as fishing rights and violent 

checkout counter with $100 worth of 
food, he handed the checker a ten 
dollar bill , took the groceries and 
walked out. The police were called . 
The man was taken to jail . He is still in 
jail and still disoriented. 

Was this a problem of the refugee-
or of the sponsor who kept his 
money--or of the company that de
clared bankruptcy--or of the commu
nity that did not see what was hap
pening and responded in fear--or of 
the police who saw as a smirk the smile 
that was hiding terro_r. It is better notto 
place blame but to do what one can to 
bring change. 

Mrs. McKeen, always !poking for 
ways to bring change to situations 
which at times may seem hopeless, 
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says of her work, " It has brought much 
heartache, but also much happiness. I 
have gained as much as I have 
given-my whole family has. " Her 
family consists of her husband, three 
children born to them, and the two 
adopted ones. Working with refugees 
has changed their values so that they 
place less emphasis on material needs 
and more emphasis on discovering 
what is really important in their lives. 

Where they were protected and 
comfortable, they are now more aware 
of the needs of others, both in their 
community and in the rest of the 
world, and they no longer feel so 
comfortable. " The problems these 
refugees are facing could be happen
ing to us, " says Mrs. McKeen with 
compassion, " and I feel that God has 
placed us in a unique situation where 
we are able to respond to needs. It is a 
blessing to us! " 

But Mrs. McKeen's face clouds as 
she talks about some of the problems 
arising from cutbacks in government 
help for refugees-families crowding 
into living spaces too small; the loss of 
self esteem faced by men unable to 
provide for their families; threats of 
family suicide. 

Wouldn 't it have been better for 
them to stay in their own country? One 
really doesn't want to ask. There are no 
simple answers, says Mrs. McKeen. 
They might have been killed if they 
stayed . And now that they are here it is 
really unfair not to help them become 
assimilated, not to give them the help 
they need to survive. 

It's not that they like being on 
welfare; they don 't. They are begin
ning to pull together to help each other 
more. There is more birth control even 
among young childless couples . The 
Indochinese refugees are very vulner
able, trusting and gentle people who 
want very badly to be accepted in their 
new country. They don't understand 
why they are so often taken advantage 
of, put down and made to suffer, here, 
in this great new land of freedom, 
now, when they thought they had left 
tragedy behind. 

A small child staying with a sponsor 
family listened to the family pray and 
then asked to whom they prayed . " To 
God," was the answer. The girl was 
asked if she prayed . " Yes," she said. 
" To anyone who will listen." 

Mrs. McKeen listens. • 

Carol Mariano is Editor of the Northwest 
United Methodist, publication of the Pacif
ic Northwest Annual Conference. 
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World Population Trends
Keeping the Population Wheels 

Turning 
Mary Warren 

"Over half the women in the Third World want no more children." 

One of the most remarkable--and 
cheering--phenomena of the last 

ten years has been a substantial 
slowing in population growth. 

A growth rate of 1 . 99 percent at the 
beginning of the sixties had fallen to 
1 .72 by the end of the seventies. And, 
according to the latest State of World 
Population Report from the United 
Nations Fund for Population Activi 
ties, the figure could be around 1.5 
percent by the end of the century. 

If this is the good news, what's the 
bad news? Well, you might give some 
thought to the six bi 11 ion or so extra 

peop le who are going to pi le onto the 
planet before wor ld popu lation even
tually stops growing. Jobs, housing, 
education and health services are 
going to be very thin ly spread--espe
cial ly in the poorest countries . 

But there could be even more 
people. In fact there are two alterna
tive scenarios put forward by the U. N . 
The first assumes we wi ll continue to 
make progress and that wor ld popu la
tion will stabilize at 10.5 bi l lion in the 
year 2110. But if things start to slide, 
the fina l number could be as high as 14 
billion. 

If you want to size up future 
populations there are two things to 
look at. The ' growth rate' is really a 
subtraction--number of births minus 
number of deaths. In 1982 there will 
be 29 births and 11 deaths for every 
thousand people in the world . This 
gives a growth rate of 1 7 per thousand, 
or 1 . 7 percent. 

Strangely it was the declining death 
rate that originally fueled the rapid 
popu lation growth. Simple health 
care--often just vaccination --was 
reaching out to even the poorest 
people. Over the last 30 years infant 
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''Population aid 
is faltering 

just when it 
could have been 

at its most useful." 

mortality in developing countries has 
been halved . 

But cutting the birth rate isn't quite 
so easy. And that's because it depends 
not on antibiot ics and injections, but 
on millions of individual decisions 
taken by millions of individual cou
ples . 

When they see their children are 
more likely to survive they may not 
necessarily want fewer babies : parents 
may simply choose to have larger 
families--to offer more security for 
their old age for example. Or they 
could actually decide to have fewer 
children through famil y planning. 

Governments anxious about popu
lation growth must try to cover both 
options. They must aim at giving 
parents the security that reduces the 
need for large families--as well as 
giving easy access to contraception. 

Neither is that simple, given the size 
of the problem. But governments all 
over the world--and as politically 
diverse as Singapore and China--have 
been doing what they can. According 
to UNFPA, the birth rate in developing 
countries has dropped sixteen percent 
between the period 1965-70 and 
1975-80. 

Indeed, population issues have 
generally been taken a lot more 
seriously in recent years. And, looking 
back, the World Population Confer
ence of 1974 seems to have been 
something of a watershed--broaden
i ng the general understanding of popu
lation as well as helping to prompt 
people to action . 

So whi le in 1972 there were only 60 
Third World governments supporting 
family planning, there are 94 today . 
And there was a similar response from 

the rich countries--international aid 
for population programs doubled in 
real terms between 1970 and 1980. 

The 1974 Conference in Bucharest 
managed to catch and guide a tide of 
public concern. And the U.N. will 
doubtless be hoping for a similar effect 
in 1984--the date that has just been 
announced for the next world popula
tion conference. 

But the atmosphere there could be 
somewhat anxious. For there is in
creasing concern that it may not be 
possible to keep things going in the 
right direction. 

The problem, as always, is money. 
Health and family planning budgets-
already limited--are now being bitten 
into by the world recession . Third 
World governments have seen their 
incomes slump along with the prices of 
their raw material exports. The price of 
tea today, for example, is 60 percent 
lower in real terms than in 1960. And 
their debt burden--currently $425 
bi 11 ion--grows ever more expensive as 
interest rates rise . 

This cuts into population programs 
in two ways--personally and national
ly. As unem.ployment rises in develop
ing countries, and real wages drop, 
families will feel less secure about the 
future and less confident about having 
smaller families . 

And at the national level, govern
ments may simply not have the cash to 
help them, even when they do want to 
plan their families . Even in the Third 
World cities families are unlikely to be 
able to pay more than 50 percent of the 
real cost of contraceptives . 

Subsidies have usually come from 
local governments : developing coun
tries themselves cover about two-
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thirds of the costs of national popula
tion programs. The rest comes from 
international aid . Will this be stepped 
up to meet any shortfall? This is 
uncertain. Enthusiasm from some aid 
donors for population programs 
seems, if anything, to be waning. 
Population aid at present stands at just 
less than two percent of international 
development assistance. And over the 
last few years that proportion has been 
dropping slightly. The U.N. Fund for 
Population Activities--which is the 
major multi lateral funder--only has the 
cash to meet about two-thirds of the 
requests it gets for aid . 

This is both ironic and disturbing. It 
is ironic because population aid is 
faltering just when it could have been 
at its most useful. 

As the report of the Brandt Commis
sion put it: " International support for 
population policies is flagging at pre
cisely the time when the commitment 
to, and the political acceptance of, 
family planning policies is spreading 
in the Third World. " 

It is disturbing because there is now 
a very real need for family planning 
services that cannot be met. Over half 
the women in the Third World , it has 
been estimated, want no more chil
dren . Yet of these only half have access 
to effective family planning methods. 

And between now and the end of the 
century the number of women of 
reproductive age in developing coun
tries wi 11 increase by 60 percent. We 
may all be concerned about popula
tion prob lems. But unless we are 
prepared to back that concern with 
hard cash , it is these women who will 
pay the price. • 
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upporting Success 
The 1984 International Conference on Population offers the global population community 
n opportunity to assess the achievements and the problems thus far." 

MEETING THE 
EXTRA 
ARRIVALS 

Though birth-rates have 
fallen the 'population 
problem ' has not been 
solved. 

Pressures will continue 
until 2025 when the annual 
net addition to world 
population will begin 
to decline. 

I 
1982 'State of World Population ' 
Report from the UN Fund for 
Population Activities. 

WORDS AND ACTION 
The decline in birth rates in the developing 
countries doubled in the Seventies as compared 
with the Sixties. The World Population Conference 
of 1974 provided impetus to this trend. 

POPULATION 
PARTNERSHIP 

-~ 
For every dollar given by the UN Fund for 
Population Activities in 1979/81 , developing 

_......-:;....,._ _________ .. countries themselves budgeted 4.6 dollars. 

Net addition to world population at 25 year intervals 

Millions 

2500 2000 1500 1000 

1900- 1925 

1975- 2000 

,Jt::;t*' ii;u:tr.:'i:tAir \;@;r- ---:;i;i~ 2000- 2025 

b!jJ.;.:. !.;hQ!: ·-· Ht::--~~HM=ir'.-:=:@:i'f'4:1lf1~:z 2025- 2050 

c:·:;fo,.;.- .-.:,;,1~ 2050- 207 5 
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World Population Trends
Working Towards a Smaller Family 

World fertility could plummet by a 
third if women could choose how 

many babies to have. And if women 
had more access to education and 
employment outside the family , the 
plunge could be even more dramatic. 

These are among the findings of the 
World Fertility Survey, the largest 
social science project ever undertak
en. Its answers from a third of a mi 11 ion 
women in 19 developed and 41 
developing countries provide the most 
complete picture yet of the hopes and 
realities of child-bearing women . 

The results show that almost every
where in the developing world birth
rates have been shrinking--but that the 
size of family women want has been 
shrinking even faster . No less than 42 
percent of mothers in Colombia ad
mitted to not wanting their last preg
nancy. In Jamaica, the figure rose to 60 
percent. 

A Sri Lankan health worker explains 
why she thinks women want fewer 
children. " Education," she is con
vinced, " is the biggest difference you 
see between couples who have 
smaller families and those who still 
want lots of children ." 

Mallika, a girl in her village, is 
sixteen and still at school. For a girl in 
the developing world , that makes her 
one of the lucky ones. And it hasn 't 
been an easy decision for her parents 
when she could have been minding 
her seven brothers and sisters or 
helping run the small fami ly business. 

Mallika's mother was not educated 
and leaves all the important decisions 
to her husband--even how she will 
vote in the local elections. It was he 
who wanted the eight children , to give 
them security: she had wanted to be 
sterilized after five . 

But Mallika isn't prepared to accept 
that kind of life. She says she will ' stop 
at two children '. And the confidence 
she has gained from her education will 
help her keep to this decision . So the 
desired family size has fallen from five 
children to two in just one generation . 

The effect of education on ferti I ity 
can be a significant one--not just 
because it helps in acquiring informa
tion, and getting a good job, but 
because it gives a girl the ability to 

Anuradha Vittachi 

"If more women had access to education and employment, they would choose to have 
fewer children." 

make choices and plan her own life. 
The link between education and 

employment is, nevertheless, vital . A 
paid job is a major obstacle to frequent 
child-bearing : both to reinforce the 
confidence awakened by education 
and discourage rearing children : it' s 
difficult to be a working woman, 
whether bar-girl or barrister, with 
infants in tow. 

"With few exceptions," says John 
Cleland, a senior analyst at London's 
International Statistical Institute, " fer
ti I ity is highest among women who 
have not worked since marriage and 
lowest among women who work for a 
non-family member." 

Traditional lifestyles for women 
disguise the cost of having a baby. 
They give women social approval for 
being ' properly maternal '. In an agri
cultural setting, they can even convert 
the cost into benefit, as older children 
lighten a mother's workload . But even 
in the countryside women want fewer 

babies as traditional patterns of land 
ownership change. When large-scale, 
high-technology farming takes over, 
women find themselves working for 
wages rather than on family plots. So 
babies are beginning to seem more like 
burdens here too. 

Paid jobs for women affect popula
tion growth in less obvious ways as 
well. An Indian peasant couple must 
have at least six children to be 95 
percent certain of having one surviving 
son to care for them in their old age. 
But if daughters became money
earners too, the pressure to have sons 
could be removed--along with the 
pressure to marry daughters off early . 
And if financially productive daugh
ters marry later, the space between 
generations widens as well. 

So perhaps the link between educa
tion and fertility is really an economic 
one. The WFS findings show that "i t is 
only women with secondary school 
education who have substantially 
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Is there ''something fundamental about the 
educational process that affects fertility''? 

lower fertility ." In Latin America, for 
example, women with lower primary 
school education have an average of 
0 .5 children fewer than women with
out education. But secondary school
educated women have three fewer 
children . As girls who can afford to go 
to school for several years are likely to 
come from--and marry into--wealthier 
social groups, could it be a girl ' s 
external circumstances rather than her 
own development that lower her 
fertility? 

John Cleland is convinced that 
"there is something fundamental 
about the educational process that 
affects ferti I ity", aside from the em
ployment and socio-economic links. 

There is one caveat though: a I ittle 
education can sometimes raise fertility 
levels. Why should a little learning be 
a dangerous thing? Cleland reckons it 
is beca·use education often entails 
'modernization'. Traditional barriers 
to fertility like breastfeeding may be 
dropped in favor of chic 'modern ' 
customs before compensatory mecfi
cal methods of contraception are 
available. 

The decline in breastfeeding has 
been alarming. According to Dr. Frank 
Rosa, breastfeeding provided 35 mil
lion couple-hours of contraceptive 
protection, compared with the 24 
million provided through family plan
ning programs in 1973. So in a country 
like Bangladesh, where only eight 
percent of fertile women use contra
ceptives, the fashion for bottle-feeding 
could lead to a baby boom. 

The way to avoid this 'ferti I ity trap' is 
to provide more education designed 
specifically for the needs of Third 
World women . And it needs to be 
backed up with more and better access 
to contraception and mother-and
baby health clinics. 

Like a carriage hastened along by a 
team of horses pulling in unison, 
ferti I ity levels are most effectively 
changed when al I these factors rein
force each other. 

So if you live in a city, where you 
have easier access to health services, if 
your husband is well-educated and 
has a steady income, if you have a job 
too and you 've had a good education, 
then you have a much better chance of 
keeping your family the size you want 
it to be. 

But even if al I a girl has is education, 
she still has a fighting chance. • 

LEARNING THE DIFFERENCE 
In Peru and Jordan women with no schooling have 
on average two more children than those who have 
reached secondary school. 

But all over the world 
educational resources 
are concentrated on 
boys 

GETTING THE MESSAGE 
ooooe oeeee 
Republic of Korea 

50 
Nepal 

1975 
40 

In the Republic of Korea where almost every woman .. 
knows about family planning the birth-rate has 
plummeted. In Nepal where only a fifth of the women 
know about it the birth-rate has scarcely moved. 
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World Population Trends
Voting with their feet 

By the year 
2000, more 
than half of 
the world's 

people will be 
living in urban 

areas. 

Mexico City, with a possible 
31 million people by 2000, 
will be the world's largest 

city. 

Peter Stalker 

Living in Mexico City, they say, gives 
you the pollution equivalent of forty 

cigarettes a day--that's just one per
son's share of the six thousand tons of 
gas and soot that fall daily on the 
sprawling metropolis . 

Why would anyone want to live 
here? The straight answer is the chance 
of a job in one of the 300,000 factories 
that belch out the smoke in the first 
place. They might not comply with the 
anti-pol I ution legislation, but they do 
obey the laws of supply and demand : 
people want work and factories want 
workers . 

Mex ico City is by no means unique, 
but it is extreme. For this is the city that 
the U.N . estimates will be the world's 
biggest by the year 2000. Local 
planners hope the number will be 
smaller but chances are the population 
will top 31 million . 

Along with Sao Paulo, Shanghai and 
Bombay--Mexico City will be one of 
the new 'megalopolises' of the Third 
World . Back in 1800 less than three 
percent of the world's people lived in 
urban areas. By the year 2000 the 
proportion will be more than half, and 
growing steadily . 

School children will soon have new 
names to cope with in geography 
lessons. Suribaja, Curitiba, Jos or 
Lanzhou may not mean much to you 
now--unless you live in Indonesia, 
Brazil , Nigeria or China. But these are 
among the 33 cities whose popula
tions will have burst through the five 
mi Ilion mark by the turn of the century . 
Urban growth is common enough in 
the West, where by 1980 over 70 
percent of the population lived in 
cities . But what is happening in the 
Third World is happening for different 
reasons--and on a completely different 
scale. 

European urban growth was fueled 
by investment of industry. In the Third 
World it is poverty in the countryside 
that is the driving force . And while 
disease-ridden European cities were 
graveyards for the new migrants, in 
developing countries today it is the 
cities which are healthier. Not only is 
there less chance of starvation than in 
the countryside but there is a better 
chance of medical treatment if you 
need it. 

Given this kind of choice Third 
World peasants are voting with their 
feet. One survey of the Nigerian 
capital , Lagos, revealed 75 percent of 
the population to be migrants. And still 
they come--despite the fact that people 
in Lagos are already living 40 to a 
house. 

Countries like China have a way of 
controlling such flows--by investing 
heavily in the countryside and through 
laws to regulate movement in urban 
areas. But in most poor countries, 
where people are free to migrate, they 
are doing just that--at the rate of 
50,000 a day. And with earnings twice 
as high in the cities, there is every 
reason why they should . 

The biggest cities are the biggest 
magnets. From Lima to Abidjan the 
capitals of the developing world have 
been drawing people in since colonial 
times. Established as trading and 
admin istrative centers, their domi
nance has grown year by year. And 
now improved transport systems have 
put the bright I ights of the capital 
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within everybody's reach. There is an 
acceleration factor too : with so many 
migrants already, there is a good 
chance offinding a friend or relative in 
the capital , an important attraction for 
the first-time arrival. 

Investing more in agriculture w i ll 
help slow city growth in the long term , 
but even to begin to turn the tide wou Id 
require massive inputs. And , in any 
case, migration is only half the prob
lem . One U .N . study of 40 countries 
showed that 54 percent of urban 
population increase came from 'natu
ral growth ' alone . So demonstrating to 
people that they don 't need such large 
families--and giving them access to 
family planning--could produce much 
more substantial results . But again , 
this is a long term solution. 

Most cities are already there and 
already big. And the prospect of 
housing, employing and caring for so 
many people is daunting. So what do 
we do now? Singapore, with two
thirds of its people in pub I ic housing, is 
often cited as a planning success . But 
Singapore is a 'city state' with no 
inward migration . It has also been 
firmly led politically and supported by 
a booming economy that has delivered 
enough to keep people relatively 
happy. 

City planning is not usually as 
successful and public housing seldom 
caters for those in most need . One 
report on Baghdad shows that its 
low-cost housing units were costing 
$240 per square meter--way beyond 
the reach of the poorest. And often the 
sheer scale of the problem makes plans 
obsolete before the ink is dry. In Jordan 
the Housing Corporation's five-year 
construction target for 1975-1980 met 
less than six months of the growth in 
housing need . 

Yet there is one public resource 
which always matches the problem, in 
numbers if not in cash--and that is the 
city dwellers themselves. Reinforcing 
self-help at the community level can 
be the most productive--and, indeed , 
often the only--way forward . 

Cesar Molleda and his friends in 
Lima, Peru didn 't wait for the govern
ment to find them jobs. They become 
' ambulantes ' --street hawkers . Nor 
have they waited to be provided with 
housing. They simply set up home on a 
sandy hill in San Juan de Miraflores, 
forming the beginning of yet another of 
Lima's ' young towns' . 

As yet the houses are no more than 
rough cane matting, and water has to 
be bought by the bucketful. But they 
have plans--fi rst of al I for a hard stone 

track to allow the water tanker to drive 
to their doors. Maybe in time they will 
get their settlement officially recog
nized . Then they can get a bank loan to 
bring in electricity . And in twenty 
years or so--maybe even piped water. 

The life and vitality of tomorrow's 
c ities will spring from the instinct for 
survival that caused them to grow in 
the first place. We may be unnerved by 
their magnitude--but Cesar and mil
lions of others like him are determined 
to make them work. • 

These arti c les are special features from 
the United Nations Fund For Population 
Activities. 

The Global City 

In most poor 
countries, 
people are 

migrating at 
the rateof 

50,000 a day. 

By the year 2000 there will be 58 cities of over five million 
people compared with 29 today . Half the urban growth will 
come from natural increase-- the rest from people escaping 
poverty in the countryside. 

REACHING 
THE LIMITS 
Around one billion people now live in 
Third World cities-a number that will 
double by the turn of the century and 
present an enormous challenge to city 
planners trying to cope with : TOMORROW'S 

GIANTS 
In the year 2000 the biggest 
cities in the world will be : 

THE RISING CITIES 
In twenty years time half the world 's 
people will live in urban areas. 

The lower road shows the number of 
people in the countryside. The highway 
above adds urban dwellers to give the 
total world population . 

Cairo has 750,000 
houses less than it 
needs-and the deficit 
is growing at 150,000 
a year. 

Most city people work
but don't earn much . 
In Bogota the top 5% 
of city dwellers get 30% 
of the income. 

~~d 
Industry provides 
employment but also 
brings risks. 1,000 tons 
of pollutants fall daily 
on Greater Bombay. 

TRANSPORT Average traffic speed 
~ in Mexico is now half 

that in London or 
Paris. 
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THE HIBAKUSHA 
SPEAK OUT 

C. Harold Rickard In Japan Mrs. Fumiko Amano is one of 
the hibakusha, that is, literally " those 

who receive the effect of the bomb". 
The bomb is the atomic bomb. Japa
nese are aware that they are the only 
people in the world who can speak 
from experience of what it is like to 
suffer the effects of an atomic attack. 

While the mass rally in New York 
June 12 for nuclear disarmament was 
given wide publicity, little notice was 
generally given to the participation of 
Japanese who have made a unique 
impact. 

In early June Mrs. Amano, an active 
Christian layperson and the wife of a 
Chri stian pastor in Sendai in northern 
Japan, was in New York as part of a 
delegation of more than 1 200 Japa
nese people who came for the United 
Nations Second Special Session on 
Di sarmament. Some 223 Japanese 
were denied visas by the U .S. State 
Department. 

She said she came for three reasons : 
to speak for the children of the world, 
to tel I of God's love which she learned 
from mi ssi onaries, and to promote 
peace education . " Without real 
human education and peace educa
tion peace cannot come to our world," 
she says. 

On June 10 representatives of nu
merous peace and religious groups in 
Japan presented a petition containing 
some 29 mi I lion signatures of Japanese 
citizens to the Secretary General of the 
U .N. The next day, many Japanese 
joined the International Religious 
Convocation at the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine. Others planted a 
Japanese dogwood in Central Park 
symbolizing peace . 

Mrs. Amano is also concerned that 
continuing U.S . military presence in 
Okinawa is destroying the culture and 
society of a peaceable people. The 
Peace Constitution adopted by Japan, 
which prohibits the posssession, prod
uction, or introduction of nuclear 
weapons into Japan, is being abrogat
ed on Okinawa, she feels, because 
nuclear weapons are being stored 
there by the U.S. Okinawa is not 
treated equally with the main islands 
of Japan . More than 317 Okinawan 
people are " hibakusha" . 
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Despite the Peace Constitution , 
Japanese peace activ ists note that their 
country's so-called self-defense forces 
are now ninth in the world in military 
strength . This build-up has been pro
moted by the U .S. strategic planners. 
There is, they feel , daily pressure by 
the U.S. government on the govern
ment of Japan to re-arm and use more 
of their national budget for military 
purposes in defiance of the Peace 
Constitution . 

During the religious convocation 24 
Japanese Christians, led by Mrs. Ayako 
Sekiya, vice chairperson of the Na
tional Christian Council of Japan and 
former president of the Japan YWCA, 
called at the offices of the National 
Council of Churches in New York. 
They asked the Council to urge the 
U.S. government to " make known to 
the people of the world the terrible 
effects and suffering caused by the 
atomic bombing and nuclear tests, (2) 
immediately adopt an international 
convention outlawing the use of nu
clear weapons as a crime against 
humanity, (3) expand nuclear free 
zones in many parts of the world 
where the production, possession , 
introduction of or attack with nuclear 
weapons will be totally prohibited, 
(4)draft a treaty for disarmament to be 
strictly implemented within a limited 
time frame, in which measures for 
nuclear disarmament shall be given 
top priority. " 

Among other Japanese who partici
pated in various events related to the 
Special Session were Professor Susu
mu lshitani , a Quaker who spoke 
about the present political situation in 
Okinawa at the church-sponsored 
Plowshares Coffee House at the 
Church Center for the U.N. Also, the 
Rev. Ms. Toshi Yonezawa, who is a 
Kyodan (United Church of Christ) 
pastor and chaplain at Hirosaki Ga
kuin University, spoke at a number of 
meetings. She is translator of Hiroshi
ma Notes by the wel I-known Japanese 
journalist-author Oe Kenzaburo . 

Other pastors and laypersons shared 
their thoughts and experiences in 
churches . Three movies which were 
recently made from film footage pur
chased by the Japanese people from 
the U .S. National Archives were 
brought for showings in New York and 
other U .S. cities. 

The size of the huge demonstration 
on June 12 greatly impressed the 
Japanese visitors. " After 3 7 years of 
appealing for an end to the production 
and use of nuclear weapons, we 
Japanese are greatl y encouraged by 

(Opposite page) Peace rally demonstrators stage a "die-in" at Hiroshima at the site where 
the first atomic bomb fell. (Above) Participants at the June 12 rally in New York. 

the growing anti -nuclear movement in 
the United States," said Mrs . Amano . 

She hopes the " conversion" of 
others to peace activism wi 11 not be as 
traumatic as hers was. One day after 
Hiroshima she happened to see the 
bones of a small child beside a copy of 
what was known as the Imperial 
Rescript on Education , which taught 
the duty of sacrifice to the emperor 
who was considered divine. She rea
lized then thatthe kind of " education" 

contained in the Rescript didn' t br ing 
peace to the world . Ad ifferent kind of 
education was needed . • 

Harold Ri ckard served as a UM mis
sionary in Okinawa and the mai n islands of 
Japan for 30 yea rs. He and his wife , 
Margaret, have now been seconded by the 
General Boa rd of G lobal Ministries to the 
Peace w ith Ju stice Program of the General 
Board of Church and Society in the Denver 
Area fo r tw o years. 
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"Radicalism" in Hush Puppies.
A returned missionary in Florida 

I don' t think it' s a brainless type of 
radicalism to be concerned that our 

president is leading us into atomic war 
and that our leaders are supporting the 
rich at the expense of the poor." 

Casually clad in a I ight blue cotton 
shirt, gray slacks arid gray, suede 
Hush-puppies, Dr. Raymond K. De
Hainaut, 51 , of the University of South 
Florida Chapel Fellowship, speaks 
enthusiastically over an issue of con
cern . 

Although admitting he cou ld stand 
to shed a few pounds, DeHainaut 
(pronounced De HAY-no) is an attrac
tive man with straight, silver-gray hair, 
a healthy tan and brown eyes framed 
in silver-rimmed glasses. He is a 
former United Methodist missionary in 
Latin America who now teaches reli
gion at the University of South Florida. 

In recent months, however, De
Hainaut's activities in the Tampa area 
in opposition to U .S. intervention in El 
Salvador have sparked a number of 
protests in the Spanish-speaking com
munity. A lecture he was to give on 
liberation theology turned into a 
" verbal slugfest, " according to the 
Tampa Tribune. Forty Cuban Ameri
cans shouted "Communista" at De
Hainaut and a Catholic priest, who 
afterward joked that the next meeting 
would be about Northern Ireland . 
DeHainaut reportedly left the hall 
under pol ice guard after having a 
number of profanities hurled at him. 
No arrests were made and no one was 
hurt. DeHainaut categorically denies 
he is a communist. 

On July 11th Ray, and his wife 
Delaine, received the Lee and May 
Ball Award given annually by the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action 
(MFSA), at the annual meeting of the 
organization in Washington . Delaine 
received the award for her work on 
behalf of Cuban and Haitian refugees . 
Other notable recipients of the award 
in the past have been Thelma Stevens, 
the famed social action executive, and 
Joseph Lowery, of the SCLC. DeHain
aut is chair of the MFSA Florida 
chapter. 
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A Poster-Filled Office 

DeHainaut's chapel office is com
fortable if somewhat dishevelled . The 
coffee table and desk are strewn with 
letters, leaflets and pa mph lets. The 
wal Is are adorned with various posters 
and banners, among them a MFSA 
poster illustrated with three hands 
reaching upward but restrained by 
shackles on the wrists, an anti-death 
penalty posterfeaturing a picture of the 
late John Spenkelink, a bumper sticker 
which reads " The Moral Majority is 

either" and another which reads 
" Question Authority" displayed un
derneath a " Viva La Causa" (Long live 
the Cause) poster. 

Born in 1930 in South Charleston , 
West Virginia, DeHainaut attended 
West Virginia University where he 
became involved in the campus min
istry. " It helped me so much, I decided 
that's what I wanted to do--al I I've ever 
done is campus ministry." 

DeHainaut was graduated from 
West Virginia in 1951 with a degree in 
social work and philosophy. He went 
to Vanderbilt Divinity School where 
he received his Master of Divinity. 
While at Vanderbilt he met Delaine 
Munday and " serenaded her with my 
ukelele, 11 DeHainaut says with a grin. 
The two were married in June, 1953. 

DeHai naut' s first job was di rector of 
the Wesley Foundation at Louisiana 
State University . After four years at 
LSU , he finished his Ph .D. in philoso
phy with a grant from the Danforth 
Foundation , then served three years as 
campus minister of the Protestant 
Foundation at Rutgers University in 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

As Missionaries in Argentina 

In 1963 the DeHainauts became 
Methodist missionaries under the 
Board of Missions and moved to Costa 
Rica where DeHainaut and Delaine 
spent a year studying Spanish and then 
to Argentina for four years. 

In Argentina DeHainaut served as 
pastor of the Alta Gracia Methodist 
Church, counselor to the University of 
Cordoba Campus Ministry and advisor 
to the Student Christian Movement--a 
national movement which was found
ed in an old rented house in Argentina 
by DeHainaut and a Catholic priest. 

During this time, the country was in 
revolution . A military coup overthrew 
the president and left-wing students 
revolted against the government. 

" My whole drive to be involved 
with social movements came from 
Argentina--we were involved tooth 

and nail " in the revolution , he ex
plains . " There was a lot of vi olence 
over there. Eleven priests I've known 
in Argentina have (since) been killed 
by (government) death squads." 

The DeHainauts returned to the 
United States in December, 1968 and 
DeHainaut received another Danforth 
Grant at Drew University in Madison, 
New Jersey, to write his dissertation on 
the involvement of the church in Latin 
American politics, dealing especially 
with " The Theology of Liberation .11 

" The idea is to reinterpret Jesus and 
his disciples as members of the work
ing class--to give liberty to the op
pressed and to see Christianity more as 
a social movement. " 

The theology of liberation is one of 
compassion and determination. It is a 
doctrine in which DeHainaut is a 
devout believer . " I' ve always had a 
tendency to side more with the victims 
of the structures of society," he says. 

When he returned from Argentina, 
America was also in a state of turmoil . 
It was the year of the Democratic 
Convention in Chicago and the height 
of the youth-revolutionary movement 
against the Vietnam war. 

Raymond DeHainaut outside 
the chapel at the University 
of South Florida. 

''All I've 
ever done 
is campus 
ministry.'' 
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Identification With Students 

" I w as coming out of a revolutionary 
experience and identi fied ri ght away 
w ith the student movement--the new 
left." 

In 1969 DeHainaut, hired by the 
University of South Florida in Tampa 
as campus minister and adjunct pro
fessor of religion , soc iology and inter
national studies, became an advi sor 
and leader of student anti -war groups 
on campus. 

" It was controversial .. . campus 
ministry·sided with the students and 
the churches were conservative , 
right-wing. We lost a lot of support 
because we were supporting revolu 
tionaries." 

DeHainaut' s eyes take on a new 
shine and his voice a tone of enthusi
asm as he recalls two particular 
campus events of the late sixties : a 
rally and march involving some 2,000 
students the day after the Kent State 
massacre of four students by National 
Guardsmen in Ohio, and the 1970 
moratorium in which DeHainaut trav
elled to Washington with about 100 
students on a train . The group was 
searched before boarding the train and 
then stopped again enroute and 
searched by the FBI. 

Feeling that the trend now is for 
students to turn to fraternities and 
socia l functions as opposed to the 
concern and involvement that was 
sparked during the Vietnam era, De
Hainaut shakes his head, " the (majori
ty of) students now are so conservative 
and self-centered . Back in those days 
everyone was so open. " 

" There are a lot of pressures with the 
drift back to conservative politics, " he 
continues . "We feel guilty--our coun
try comprises roughly six percent of 
the world's population but consumes 
some 40 percent of the goods. We' re 
kind of ripping off the rest of the world. 

"Students sense this and block it all 
out. They resent being made to face up 
to the issues and the role of our 
country. My students joke about me 
being the in-house radical , but they're 
learn ing things," DeHainaut adds. 

In 1972 he took a job in Bogota, 
Colombia as director of the Committee 
for lntercultural Dialogue and Action 
and remained there until 1975. The 
next stop was New York where De
Hainaut served as a consultant on 
Latin American Issues for a year. In 
1976 the position at USF reopened and 
the DeHainauts returned to Tampa. 

DeHainaut and his wife currently 
live in nearby Temple Terrace and 

revel in the Florida climate--visiting 
the beach and playing tenni s in their 
spare time. 

DeHainaut al so enjoys reading. " I 
need at least a book a week . .. my wife 
says her idea of hell is being in a room 
with a lot of men sitting around 
reading," he laughs and pushes a 
pretend-book hands up to his face . 

DeHainaut enjoys his work and the 
concept of the Campus Min 
istry. " People keep asking me 'when 
are you going to get a church?' .. . I 
don' t want a church ," he says with a 
shrug and a smile . Despite his " radi 
cal " image, he spends more time in 
traditional chaplaincy roles such as 

"We need to listen 
to the aspirations 
of the oppressed 

peoples of the 
world with more 
sensitive ears.'' 

counselling. Last year he performed 
over 40 weddings . 

DeHainaut' s work with the Com
mittee for Justice in El Salvador is 
currently one of his most intensive 
involvements. In his article "U .S. 
Supports the Junta, " published in The 
Churchman Magazine (April-May, 
1981) DeHainaut writes : "We have to 
face up to the truth regarding our 
government's increasing support to 
the oppressive junta in El Salvador. 

"Our main fault as Americans has 
been our failure to better inform 
ourselves about what our government 
has done and is doing in our name 
around the globe. We need to listen to 
the aspirations of the oppressed peo
ples of the world with more sensitive 
ears. Our high ideals of freedom and 
democracy have been preached 
throughout the world, and we need to 
find ways to prevent the militarists and 
diplomatic bureaucrats from continu
ing to cast them aside in the name of 
'political realism'." 

A "Foreign Presence" 

On a Friday afternoon, November 
20, 1981, DeHainaut was contacted 
by the Board of Global Ministries of 
The United Methodist Church in con
junction with the National Council of 
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Churches and asked to travel immedi
ately to Honduras to serve as a foreign 
presence in Honduran camps for 
Salvadoran refugees . 

Sunday morning, DeHainaut was 
on his way and after an overnight stop 
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, he arrived 
in La Virtud--a small village so close to 
the Salvadoran border that the dark
green tents of the Salvadoran para-mi 1-
itary could be seen on the adjacent 
hillside. 

Coordinated by the Human Rights 
Office of the National Council of 
Churches, the idea of foreign presence 
" is to have a level of foreign presence 
that will discourage more invasions of 
the Salvadoran para-military ... to pro
vide security for the refugees," De
Hainaut says . 

DeHainaut spent seven days, in
cluding Thanksgiving Day, in Hondu
ras taking pictures, talking with refu
gees and helping them to harvest their 
crops. He was able to observe camp 
life and see the fear and trauma that the 
refugees live with every day. "I saw 
first-hand people whose rights were 
violated--wounded people (and) mal
nourished people. I saw American 
made weapons and helicopters flying 
over . " DeHainaut describes one 
woman who had been wandering in 
the jungle for eight days with her lower 
jaw shot off. Another woman had a 
bullet hole in her left arm--the bullet 
had first passed through and killed the 
baby she had been cradling in her 
arms. 

"I as an American citizen highly 
resent my tax dollars being used to 
murder people. I do not see (the 
fighting in El Salvador) as a communist 
takeover, I see it as people who want to 
be left alone in their own land, they 
want to grow their corn and 
beans ... they want justice," DeHain
aut says solemnly. 

DeHainaut is an activist. Some 
would declare him a political activist 
and leave it at that. Many understand 
that he is a religious activist in the true 
sense. 

"It's an intensive thing if you are 
involved in issues that are controver
sial, " DeHainaut asserts. "In the long 
run I think people will become so 
angry with the Reagan administration 
and the new conservatism that there 
will be a social revolution . This 
country needs a social revolution." 

• 
Holly Marrow is a freelance writer in 

Tampa, Florida . 
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An Experiment in Rural Development 

According to the World Health 
Organization 80 percent of people 

in developing countries live in rural 
areas. They produce 78 percent of the 
Gross National Product and receive 
only 25 percent of the services . 

In recent years rural development 
has emphasized helping people use 
their own manpower and available 
resources and tackling health, agri
culture, industry and rural indebted
ness problems in a unified program . 

One example of this is NIRPHAD 
(Naujhil Integrated Project for Health 
and Development) in Mathura District 
of Uttar Pradesh in north India . Dr. 
Earnest B. Sundaram, director of NIR
PHAD, believes that the driving force 
behind his experiment is the motiva
tion of the rural people in this area and 
the responsibility they have taken 
in choosing their own course of action . 

The UM General Board of Global 
Ministries is related to the project 
through the World Division and the 
Health and Welfare Ministries Divi
sion . The help that is given is not with 
budget but with grants for training 
personnel , recommendations for the 
program, reference to Christian fund
ing agencies in other countries, and 
practical advice. Dr. Duvon Corbitt, of 
the World Division, says the Board is 
supportive of the new approach to 
rural development. The project is 
supported by the church , the Indian 
government, and private secular 
agencies in India, as well as by 
ecumenical foreign funding agencies, 
such as in West Germany. 

After serving for a number of years as 
medical superintendent of the famous 
Clara Swain Hospital of Bareill y, Dr. 
Sundaram moved to Delhi and found
ed the Voluntary Health Association of 
India of which he became the director. 
In 1974 he was called to take over as 
superintendent of Jaisinghpura Hospi 
tal in Mathura which was started by 
Dr. Charles V. Perrill , a United Meth-

Doris FrQnklin 

(Above) A cooking demonstration village style teaches simple cooking methods that will 
preserve essential nutrients. (Below) Health education being given to women and children 
by a paramedical worker. 

,1 

I 
I 



odi st m1ss1onary. Dr . Perrill had to 
leave India due to the serious illness of 
h is wi fe . 

At thi s time Dr . Sundaram was 
invi ted to attend a meeting at Bonn , 
West Germany. Enroute from Bu
charest, Romania , he met Dr. Badal 
Sen Gupta of West Germany, who 
worked for that country ' s Protestant 
Central Agency for Development Aid . 
The doctors came up with the possibi 1-
ity of improv ing the soc ial status of a 
block of hundred villages by using the 
new approach of interacting health 
with social and economic develop
ment programs. 

They felt strongl y that fighting health 
problems in villages would continue to 
be frustrated unless health was inte
grated with socio-economic develop
ment programs. Right there in the 
plane both doctors decided to start one 
such experiment . 

From Idea to Action 

More than the doctors' medical 
expertise was required to convert their 
idea into action. They approached the 
Association of Voluntary Agencies for 
Rural Development in Delhi . This 
agency is known for its micro-level 
planning involving principles of area
wide comprehensive programing. The 
German church was approached for 
initial financial assistance and a com
mittee on community health was 
formed with Dr . Sundaram as its 
chairman . This was the beginning of 
NIRPHAD and the program was regis-

(Top) Papayas are rich in vitamins and 
easy to grow. (Center) Land holdings in 
villages are small and farmers need 
help to get the maximum output. 
(Below) "Road to Health" cards enable 
mothers to record the growth and 
health progress of their babies. 

tered under the Society' s Act of India . 
Dr . S. D. Th a par was commi ssioned 

to assist Dr . Sundaram . He brought 
with him a team of economists, 
agriculturists and engineers and con
ducted the socio-economic survey of 
the Naujhil Block. Dr. Sundaram did 
the health survey. The team discov
ered that scarcity of water was the most 
serious problem . They approached the 
department of geography of the Ben
aras Hindu University which deputed 
Dr . C. L. Singh to do the water 
resource survey of the area. 

The information and data of these 
three surveys was compiled and pub
lished in the form of a book entitled 
Health and Development , in 1977. In 
September of the same year the book 
was released by the Union Health 
Minister of India in a simple cere
mony. The National Statistics Lab and 
Computer Center of the Delhi Univer
sity was greatly impressed by this book 
and in June, 1978 they published a 
companion volume entitled Socio-Ec
onomic Survey of Naujhil Block . 

The Naujhil Block is divided into 
eight village level circles and the first 
phase of the program was started in 
Bajna circle which has 16 villages . A 
building was erected in the village of 
Bajna itself to serve as a headquarters. 
This building is called the " Growth 
Center" , a term coined by the Ford 
Foundation. Bajna was selected be
cause here the NIRPHAD team found a 
good mixture of 'haves' and ' have 
nots' . They also found that the people 
had been conscientized and took most 
of the blame for their backwardness 
upon themselves instead of putting it 
on others . They offered free land and 
labor and showed eagerness to get the 
project going. 

Once again the German church 
offered financial assistance. Eighty 
percent of funds come from the 
government of German Federal Re
public and twenty percent from the 
German churches themselves . India is 
the largest single recipient. 

The first task before the organizers 
was to break the caste and class 
system, the scourge of rural India. At 
first even discussing the caste problem 
was difficult, but gradually people 
came around . Sharing well water by 
al I castes is a sensitive issue, but in one 
of the villages the high caste Hindus 
wanted to know what contribution the 
Harijans (low caste) residents of that 
village were going to make. They 
wanted Harijans to join them in 
digging the well and provide water for 
the whole village. There was a time 
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when a Harijan could not come 
anywhere near a wel I for the high caste 
people. 

Barriers Against Harijans 

Barriers of any kind are not easily 
broken . Pressure has to be applied . In 
one village Dr. Sundaram and his team 
wanted to use the courtyard of a 
temple for an outdoor clinic and 
feeding program . The first question 
asked was whether the Harijans would 
be included in that program. Dr. 
Sundaram's reply was, " If the Harijans 
are to be excluded then there simply 
would be no clinic ." Hearing this the 
priest of the temple came forward and 
said , " I'll pray for the Harijans. You 
are going to do good work here, we 
won't stop you." The priest was the 
first one to agree that al I patients wou Id 
come to his courtyard irrespective of 
caste . 

In the children 's feeding program 
Kishan, a high caste boy, objected to 
washing dishes of the low caste 
children . To solve this problem each 
chi Id was asked to wash his or her own 
dishes. 

In Bajna there are two trained social 
workers and ten voluntary workers 
who form the nucleus for middle 
management of the sixteen villages in 
the circle. The land, 3.25 acres, forthe 
Growth Center was donated by a local 
resident of the village of Bajna. One 
amazing discovery in this village was a 
woman named Shanti. She worked as 
a local midwife and had some knowl
edge of indigenous medicines. With 
just one month's training she could 
talk of acitic acid , albumin, urine test, 
blood test, immunization, nutrition 
and child care like a lab technician 
and a nurse. Discovering her own 
potentialities, she was awakened to 
the fact that she needed to learn to read 
and write in order to qualify as a 
professional. 

NIRPHAD's plan is to pick intelli
gent young women like Shanti and 
young men from the villages and train 
them as auxiliary nurses, paramedics, 
tractor mechanics, agriculturists, tube 
well and machine mechanics. In this 
way each village could be involved in 
a five pronged program of agriculture, 
animal husbandry, small-scale indus
try, non-formal education, health care 
and nutrition education. 

The program at the Bajna circle took 
off in one year. A trained agriculturist 
has been employed to help the farm
ers. He has formed a farmers' league 
and helps them to secure bank credits. 

"NIRPHAD will oct 
only os o cotolyst 
helping villogers 
to be their own 

redeemers." 
He educates and trains them in soil 
conservation, crop rotation , storage 
and marketing. Practical instructions 
are supported with posters, handbills, 
pamphlets and a smal I library for those 
who are literate or are becoming 
literate. 

A trained veterinarian has been 
employed to help the villagers with the 
care of their livestock. For most 
landless laborers in the villages their 
animal is their only investment and 
means of livelihood . Improved meth
ods of animal husbandry are being 
introduced so that they can get maxi
mum profits out of their animals. 

Social Worker is Central 

For health, a male and a female 
doctor have been employed to imple
ment preventative and curative health 
programs with the help of locally 
trained paramedics and social work
ers. Instead of the doctors being the 
king-pin in this program, it is the social 
worker who is the central figure. He 
knows the needs of his peopl and can 
help carve out the course of action at 
local, district and even state levels. For 
cases needing specialized care the 

· Methodist Hospital at Jaisinghpura, 
Mathura is used as a referral hospital. 

Birth Control Programs 

Overpopulation is one of the biggest 
problems of India . Millions of rupees 
have been spent both by the govern
ments and donor agencies in birth 
control programs, but the results have 
been disappointing. Instead of coax
ing couples to have fewer babies, the 
NIRPHAD plan emphasizes a family 
welfare approach. This approach is the 
essence of integrated rural develop
ment which seeks to help a family or a 
society in totality--economically , 
educationally, physically and social
ly. Any program has to ensure the 
survival of the existing children in a 
family before talking of birth control. 
Economic stabi I ity of the family has to 
be worked out so that they would not 
need a number of extra little hands to 
earn a few more pennies to add to the 
family 's meager income. 

With the help of the All India 
Medical Institute, New Delhi , sample 
testing of seven village wells in Bajna 
circle was done and the water was 
found unfit for drinking. Two water 
reservoirs have been constructed at 
Naujhil and Suvir villages and one in 
Bajna is under construction. Hand
pumps have been installed in some 
villages for which seed money was 
given by the Christian Agency for 
Social Action (CASA). Labor for all the 
construction work was provided by the 
vil lagers . 

Malnutrition and dirt in vi llages lead 
to eye diseases often resulting in 
blindness. NIRPHAD carries on an 
extensive nutrition education program 
which has been greatly assisted by the 
Catholic Relief Services of India. The 
aim is not only to supplement the 
children's diet but to educate the 
families in matters of nutrition , health 
and hygiene. Administration of Vita
min A has helped check night blind
ness in children. Project proposals for 
prevention of blindness have been 
worked out with the Christopahal 
Blinden Mission of West Germany. 

Since the whole NIRPHAD program 
is village centered using rural man
power, a Food for Work program has 
been successfu I ly implemented. 
CASA provides the food. Fifty laborers 
in each village work for two or three 
months on canals, bridges, wells, 
culverts and roads and receive food 
grains and supplies for their labor. 

All instructions in work projects, 
agriculture, animal husbandry, health 
and mechanical work are exercises in 
non-formal education. This makes a 
strong foundation for proceeding to 
formal education . NIRPHAD has 
plans underway for a regular school 
and training center for which propos
als are again before KNH (Kinder
nothilfe) West Germany, for financial 
assistance. 

In India, out of every 12,000 doctors 
7,000 go for specialized training but 
the benefits of their specialization does 
not reach the rural areas where 75% of 
people live. Like the "Growth Center" 
at Bajna village which covers sixteen 
villages in the circuit, NIRPHAD plans 
to have more centers covering 101 
villages with an estimated population 
of 90,000 people. But, NIRPHAD will 
act only as a catalyst helping vi II agers 
to be their own redeemers . • 

Doris Franklin , an Indian Christian 
journalist, is serving as a person in mission 
with the Education and Cultivation Divi
sion of GBGM. 
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SPECIAL REPORT: LEBANON . 
J. Richard Butler 

From June 20th to July 6th I was part 
of a World Counc il of Churches 

four-person delegation v is iting the 
Middle East . 

As a result of the delegation 's vis it 
the World Council of Churches has 
issued an appeal for $3 million for 
immediate relief and short term reha
bilitation work in Lebanon . The funds 
will be channeled through the Middle 
East Council of Churches, which has 
carried on a relief-reconstruction pro
gram in Lebanon since 1975. 

The Un ited Methodist Committee 
on Relief, which earlier announced a 
church-wide appeal for $250,000 for 
Lebanon, has already given $85 ,000 
for Lebanese emergencies, including a 
check in mid-June for $25,000 . 

Our vis it took us first to Jerusalem, 
then to Lebanon including East and 
West Beirut and Sidon . The purpose of 
the delegation visit was first of all to 
express the solidarity of the world 
ecumenical famil y w ith the wee 
member churches and people of the 
Middle East and with the Middle East 
Council of Churches. Secondly, we 
were to supplement the information 
provided by the Middle East Council of 
Churches as to the needs of the victims 
of the war in Lebanon and the best 
means by which the ecumenical fami
ly could help. 

We travelled first to Jerusalem, 
because it was our belief that it was 
necessary to make contact with the 
Israeli government as the occupying 
power in South Lebanon , regarding 
relief operations to be mounted there . 
In addition, we understood at that time 
that the only practical way of getting to 
South Lebanon would be through 
Israel. We did make contact with 
Israeli government official s in Jerusa
lem, but very quickly came to under
stand that no international voluntary 
agency persons would be allowed into 
South Lebanon from Israel without a 
delay of several days. When access 
would be allowed, it would be only 
with Israeli military escort, thus com
promi sing the independent role of the 
internat ional voluntary agencies. Fi
nally, w e learned that rel ief supplies 
were movi ng from West Beirut to 

South Lebanon and that even person
nel were moving ·the same way with
out insurmountable obstacles . 

Therefore, on Thursday June 24, a 
member of our delegation, Mr. John 
Clark of the Church Missionary Society 
of London, England, and I flew from 
Tel Aviv to Cyprus and arranged 
passage on a cargo ship from Limossol 
to Jounieh, the Lebanese port just 
north of Beirut. 

Our time in Jerusalem and in Beirut 
and Sidon gave us the opportunity to 
meet and talk with church representa
tives and Christian leaders, with gov
ernment officials, with Israelis, Pales
tinians and Lebanese, and with inter
national relief officials . We saw and 
smelled destruction and death . We 
saw those who think they are the 
victors and those who are afraid they 
are the defeated. Most poignantly, we 
saw the civilians , young and old, as in 
all wars, who are caught in the middle. 

A young Palestinian woman in 
Jerusalem said , " Don't they know that 
we are the PLO and that the PLO is us? 
The PLO is our only chance to be free! 
But please do something to stop the 
killing." 

An Israeli official , born in the U .S. 
and now an Israeli citizen, said , " Our 
fight against the PLO is pure self 
defense. Perhaps you can ' t understand 
the fear we know daily . Do you know 
that when I go outside Israel I am 
tempted to remove my yarmulka so 
that I am not a target of the terrorists?" 

A young Palestinian male in Jerusa
lem:"This genocide which Sharon and 
Begin are carrying out against the 
Palestinians in Lebanon will be turned 
against us next, the Palestinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza. When will 
America wake up to what is happen
ing?" 

An American church representative 
in lsrael :"I am torn apart by my loyalty 
to Israel and what Israel means to the 
Jewish people, and by the death and 
destruction taking place in Lebanon . I 
am not alone. You should see the 
letters and editorials in Israeli 
papers .... " 

These Jerusalem voices speak with 
feeling and emotion . These are the 
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differing and at times conflicting 
voices which the policy makers in 
Jerusalem, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, 
Washington and Moscow must heed , 
if indeed there is is to be peace in the 
Holy Land . These voices need to be 
heard more clearly, more carefully, by 
us all . 

The voyage for John Clark and me 
from Cyprus to Lebanon was almost 
uneventful , but certainly uncomfort
able. Fourteen hours on a deck can 
leave an indelible impression. After 
the long night, and about five kilome
ters outside Jounieh , we were stopped 
by an Israeli gunboat and our captain 
was told to await further instructions. 
Having heard stories of ships being 
escorted to Haifa for interrogation of 
passengers, we felt fortunate when two 
hours later our captain was instructed 
to proceed to shore. As we came in 
sight of land we saw water skiers and 
motor boats, sights reminiscent of 
the" old Lebanon" before 1975. 

At Jounieh a staff member of the 
Middle East Council of Churches took 
us to the headquarters of the Armenian 
Orthodox Church at Antelias. There 
we were met by Lebanese church 
leaders and Mr. Gabriel Habib, gener
al secretary of the Middle East Council 
of Churches. An Armenian bishop told 
us: " Just seeing you come here from 
the outside gives us hope. Thank you 
for coming. " 

A Lebanese bishop said :"We be
lieve that Palestinians have a right to a 
home of their own and would expect 
them to struggle and fight for that right. 
But we Lebanese have paid too heavy 

a pric 
ians n 
taryW 
a hon 
expen: 

Dur 
many 

In ti 
Schoo 
hospit< 
a twe 
heart-s 
had be 
arm h< 
woma 
shew< 
her m( 
given 

We 
quick
seconc 
tims h 
bomb 
the bt 
basem1 

The 
which 
pie, is 
sobbeG 
Some I 
their h1 
ions. 

Outs 
plantir 
interro 
warner 
the me 
hoode1 
indicat 
pass to 
or detE 

Face 
rounde 
and arr 
Middle 
its merr 
mount 
west Be 
of an el 
teers frc 
lions 
They h 
differe 
res pons 

lnclu 
zian Cc 
cal sch1 

lege, ar 
Beirut 

I 

rnissio 
distrio 
develo 
gram 
child~e 
Plan. 
have 



a price in this struggle. The Palestin
ians must be helped to find non-mili
tary ways of continuing their search for 
a homeland, one that is not at the 
expense of Lebanon . /1 

During our stay we saw and heard 
many things . 

In the basement of the Near East 
School of Theology, now turned into a 
hospital of the Palestine Red Crescent, 
a twelve year old girl let out a 
heart-searing scream. Both her parents 
had been killed in a bombing raid . An 
arm had been recently amputated. A 
woman cradled the girl in her arms but 
she was inconsolable. She begged that 
her mother and father and her arm be 
given back to her. 

We saw 200 bodies covered with 
quick-lime in the basement of a 
secondary school in Sidon . The vic
tims had taken shelter there, but a 
bomb had penetrated several floors of 
the building and exploded in the 
basement. 

The refugee camp at Ein el-Hilweh, 
which formerly housed 60,000 peo
ple, is now a mass of rubble. Women 
sobbed as they greeted one another. 
Some picked through the remains of 
their homes trying to salvage possess
ions. 

Outside the Safah Citrus Packing 
plant in Sidon, which is now an Israeli 
interrogation and detention center, 
women waited for their men . Inside, 
the men are identified as suspects by 
hooded men who, without words, 
indicate whether those in the lineup 
pass to the right or to the left for release 
or detention . 

Faced with all the needs that sur
rounded us we were both impressed 
and amazed at the way in which the 
Middle East Council of Churches and 
its member churches have been able to 
mount an effective relief operation . In 
west Beirut the MECC is the focal point 
of an extensive group of young volun
teers from several educational institu
tions who are key in this relief effort. 
They have divided west Beirut into 
different sectors and each group is 
responsible for a sector. 

Included are students of the Haiga
zian College, an Armenian evangeli
cal school , the Beirut University Col
lege, and the American University of 
Beirut, all three founded by American 
missionaries. These students not only 
distribute food supplies but have 
developed a garbage collection pro
gram, an innoculation program for 
children, and a general sanitation 
plan . The food packages distributed 
have been developed in cooperation 

with the Lebanese government relief 
committee and provide a high protein 
ration for a family for 15 days. The cost 
per package is approximately 60 
dollars. 

MECC has been active in the health 
and medical field . Several emergency 
clinics have been equipped through 
funds channeled through the MECC. In 
addition , MECC has been instrumental 
in recruiting medical personnel for the 
American University hospital and 
other medical installations in west 
Beirut, east Beirut, and northern Leba
non. 

Water supply is another key concern 
faced by the Middle East Council of 
Churches' program in west Beirut. 
Approximately $12,000 has supplied 
water and trucks for distribution . This 
is about 10 days supply . 

In south Lebanon the MECC has 

'Most poignantly, we 
saw the civilians, 

young and old, as in 
all wars, who are 

caught in the middle. 

provided cash grants to assist families 
to return to their homes. Here some 
$10,000 has gone to aid 100 families . 
In addition, these families have been 
assisted upon return in purchase of 
basic commodities, home furnishings, 
kitchen equipment, etc. The majority 
of these families are Muslim. 

Several institutions in south Leba
non, both Christian and Muslim, have 
been assisted in making immediate 
repairs . For example, the Boys' School 

at Sidon operated by the Synod of Syria 
and Lebanon (Presbyterian) has been 
aided in restoring bu i Id i ngs to enable 
the school to resume operation in the 
Fal!. Several buildings were destroyed 
in the conflict. 

The MECC forsees other short term 
rehabi I itation programs such as a smal I 
loans fund to enable small businesses 
to be re-opened . These loans would be 
granted interest-free and repayable 
over a 36 month period and form a 
revolving fund to help others . Similar
ly, grants and loans will be made 
avai !able to assist needy students with 
tuition fees in local schools. As Leba
non does not have a public school 
system sufficient to accommodate all 
young people, private schoo ls which 
must charge some tuition are essential. 

In the next six months Church World 
Service hopes to provide $500,000, of 
which $200,000 will be for immediate 
relief and $300,000 for short term 
rehabi I itation . 

I have wondered since returning 
home who among the people I know in 
Lebanon today might now be dead. 
Whether I know them really matters 
little. All of them are human beings 
known and loved by someone, most of 
all by God. 

A voice has remained with me, that 
of a Christian Palestinian, an Israeli 
citizen of Gallilee. Seeing an Israeli 
helicopter fly over his village carrying 
dead and wounded soldiers back from 
Lebanon, he said, 11 lt pains me that my 
Jewish brothers are killing my Pales
tinian brothers, and that my Palestin
ian brothers are killing my Jewish 
brothers .. . /1 

As a Christian I believe in resurrec
tion. Even out of death there is hope 
and life. I see such signs in the voice of 
a Lebanese bishop that Lebanon will 
continue to offer itself as a haven for 
the homeless, in spite of the suffering 
that it has incurred in recent years for 
such an act of hospitality. 

The sight on television of thousands 
marching for peace in Tel Aviv, of 
Palestinians and Jews marching to
gether in New York - these are signs 
of hope. 

As in so many situations we all have 
a simple choice . We can choose the 
path of death and destruction, or the 
path to I ife and hope. Let us pray that 
Israelis, Palestinians , Lebane se, 
choose life . 

• 
J. Richard Butler is Middle East secretary 

of the Division of Overseas Ministries of 
the National Council of Churches. 
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Creighton Lacy 

Anyone interested in 
changing emphases in 
thinking about the mission 
of the Church would have 
done well to attend a 
meeting this June at Gar-

·~ rett-Evangelical Theologi
cal Seminary. 

Twenty years ago schol
arly concern for the world 

church in academic circles rested with 
the Association of Professors of Mis
sions. It was a small group (and it is 
now even smaller) of mostly men who 
taught in accredited Protestant semin
aries . The majority had served in some 
foreign mission field. With a few 
notable exceptions their training, their 
experience, their dedication, and their 
ongoing familiarity with the world
wide church were ignored by their 
denominational mission boards, by 
local churches supposedly committed 
to missions, and often by their students 
as well. 

Ten years ago a new professional 
organization came into being with a 
fancy new academic name , the 
American Society for Missiology(the 
study of Christian outreach and evan
gel ism : theological, sociological, po
litical, historical, practical). Its prima
ry rationale was inclusiveness and 
membership in the ASM was expand
ed to welcome seminary students, 
denominational executives, retired 
missionaries, local pastors, represen
tatives from the Third World , and 
many more women . 

Even more significant has been the 
sharing of different theological and 
denominational perspect ives . The 
ASM now divides its offices and 
activities among the three categories of 
Roman Catholics, conciliar churches 
and independents. 

These labe ls are not very satisfacto
ry, particu larly for " main line" Protes-

tant denominations left with the i nade
q u ate designation of " conciliar 
churches" through their association 
with modern ecumenical councils . 
But no one would argue about the 
wisdom of including Roman Catho
lics, who were engaged in mission 
centuries before the Reformation , or 
Independents (Pentecostals, Adven
tists, Southern Baptists, etc.) who are 
growing faster than established 
churches in many parts of the world . 

With this variety, no wonder that 
ASM's tenth anniversary session kept 
lifting up the word "reconciliation" 
even though the official theme was 
" Emerging Agendas in World Mis
sion." During the wars in Lebanon and 
the Falklands, Christians were re
minded once again "that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to him
self . .. and that he has entrusted us with 
the message of reconciliation ." (2 
Corinthians 5:19, NEB) 

The retiring president of the Society, 
a Catholic Sister (in spirit as well as 
title), challenged the membership to 
continuous reconciliation . A Korean 
preacher at Sunday morning worship 
called for greater understanding and 
fellowship with people of other faiths. 
Even more movingly, the keynote 
speaker from the crucible of South 
Africa stressed reconci I iation . 

It is part of the tragedy, not only of 
South Africa but of the world , that 
anyone from the land of apartheid 
(separateness) has to be identified not 
so much by name as by classification: 
color, denomination, political and 
theological stance. Just ten days before 
the meeting, the visiting missiologist 
was one of 123 ordained ministers of 
the (White) Dutch Reformed Church 
who issued an Open Letter to their 
church and to the nation. 

A courageous and moving docu
ment which should be widely read and 
deeply pondered , it begins with the 
conviction that " genuine reconcilia
tion in Christ between indiv iduals and 
groups is the greatest single need in the 
Church and also in our country and 
society." It spelled out, boldly and 
explicitly, some of the laws and 
policies which make it "virtually 
impossible for the inhabitants of South 
Africa to really learn to know one 
another": mixed marriage bans, race 
classification , group areas , inade
quate housing, and disintegration of 
marriage and family ties as a result of 
migrant labor. 

One might well conclude that al 
though "Christ has broken down the 
enmity which stood between them ; for 
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he annulled the law with its rules and 
regulations, so as to create out of the 
two a single new humanity in himself, 
thereby making peace" (Ephesians 
2: 14-1 5, NEB) the world has not yet 
done so nor often found the courage to 
proclaim it. 

The professor from South Africa 
urged a view of theology based on 
what is done rather than on what is 
said . He declared that for most of 
Christian history the Church has pre
ferred comfort and security, the nur
turing of the privileged and " saved" 
rather than the redemption of the 
outcast, the poor, and the oppressed . 

In keeping with the theme of new 
agendas, those in attendance wrestled 
and prayed over issues which con
stantly occupy this magazine. 

An evangelical from Puerto Rico 
pointed to the pluralism and diversity 
which call both for a unity of purpose 
and a variety of missionary methods 
and programs. " If it is not serving the 
community," he warned, " it is not 
worthy of the name church ." Carica
turing the smug complacency which 
often blocks true reconciliation, he 
mocked those who ask, " If we have 
the truth, why do we need to be 
creative?" (Appreciative but embar
rassed laughter from the audience.) 

A Catholic bishop from Africa, 
shifting the hierarchical emphasis of 
his tradition, cited the local Christian 
congregation, the basic community, 
as the focal point for mission, for 
service and evangelism. 

Despite the obvious indebtedness to 
the heritage and affluence of the West, 
despite the ultimate interdependence 
of the world Christian community, 
churches in the Third World need a 
breathing space from foreign mission
aries, from dependency, from subtle 
external controls, according to the 
black bishop. " For a time-I do not 
know how long-we need a forced 
moratorium on missions from out
side", he said . (This drew no laughter, 
no laughter at all.) 

This is not the place to summarize 
the scholarly but pertinent papers or 
the lively discussion which followed . 
Most would agree with the South 
African professor that " We must com
bine listening to the Bible with listen
ing to one another. " Here is a 
professional society which sees its 
purpose and its support as the " grass 
roots", the people of God, the fol low
ers of Jesus Christ in witness to a needy 
world • 
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WOMEN IN NEW WORLDS, Historical 
Perspectives on the Wesleyan Tradition, 
edited by Hilah F. Thomas and Rosemary 
Skinner Keller. Nashville, 1982: Abing
don, 445 pages, $12.95. 

United Methodist women and men 
embarking on the celebration of the 
centenn ial era of women organized for 
mission could make no better investment 
than to acquire and read this volume. A 
superb co llection, it alternates the stories 
of individuals-Geo rgi a Harkness, 
Frances Willard , Mary Mcleod Bethune 
and Phoebe Pa lmer-with the growth of 
women 's movements and the place of 
women in the reform movements of the 
nineteenth and early twentieth century . 
Thi s explosion of scholarship about 
women in the church is part of the 
revolution in women 's history that has 
occurred since the 1960' s. Both men and 
women historians are represented. The 
writing is lively; the sc holarship sound. 

Fresh appraisal of Georgia Harkness and 
the rediscovery of Winifred L. Chappel are 
two of the delights of this book. To the 
present generation, Georgia Harkness is 
larger than life . Here in this bold but loving 
account Martha L. Scott gives us the 
champion of women 's role in the church as 
Socia l Activist and/o r Mystic. A careful 
tracing of Harkness' spiritual develop
ment, includ ing her dry periods, her social 
activism, and her emergence as a respect
ed figu re at General Conference gives us a 
rounded picture . " How did she get that 
way?" her admirers might ask. This essay 
goes beneath the surface of the writing and 
brings us a full blooded woman . 

" Everybody on the Left Knew Her" is the 
sub-title of Miriam J. Crist's excellent essay 
on Winifred Chappel. But as the author 
notes, a generation after her death in 1951 
her name scarcel y appears in histories of 
the women's movement, the American 
rad ical movement, or the church . Calling 
her one of the outstanding figures of the 
Christian left from the 1920's through the 
1940's, Miriam Crist attributes ignorance 
of th is accomplished woman to the up
surge of anti-communism in the late 1940's 
and 1950's. 

A life-long deaconess , W inifred Chap
pell 's career was spent with the Methodist 
Federation for Soc ial Service where she 
worked w ith Harry F. Ward. Editing, 
writing, speaking, she addressed problems 
of working women and men. Although she 
gave her support to many programs of the 
Communist Party, there is no evidence that 

she was a member. She was an outspoken 
criti c of capitalism and a champion of 
labor. 

We also learn from this book that no less 
a person than educator Mary Mcleod 
Bethune was labeled a Commun ist sympa
thizer by the House on Unamerican 
Activ ities Committee . This evoked a state
ment by the 1954 Genera l Conference 
affirming that Dr. Bethune was "a patriotic 
person , a loyal American , and a sincere 
Christian. We regard the charges of Com
munistic affiliations made against her as 
utter ly absurd ." 

But it would be unfair to suggest that this 
volume is a collection of biographies. It 
originated in the Women in New World 's 
Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1980 
and was sponsored by the denomination's 
Commission on Arch ives and History . It 
treats the origin of deaconess work and the 
women 's missionary movement in prede
cessor churches, including the northern 
and southern branches of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the Method ist Protes
tant Church (far in advance of its siblings in 
granting rights to laity, including women), 
and the Evangel ical and Un ited Brethren in 
Christ Churches . Korean women in Ha
wa ii, H ispanic cle rgy w ives, and A.M .E. 
preaching women suggest the diversity of 
subjects. H istorians Donald Mathews and 
Kathryn Kish Sklar place this scholarship in 
perspective and Earl Kent Brown intro
duces us to Mr. Wesley's Women of the 
Word. Grants from the Women 's Division 
and the Lill y Fondation helped make the 
conference poss ible. Money well spent. 
This is only the first volume. 

Betty Thompson 
ECO Associate General Secretary Betty 
Thompson's latest book is A Chance to 
Change : Women and Men in the Church, 
to be published by Fortress Press in 
October. 

ISLAM AND CHRISTIANITY; A MUSLIM 
AND A CHRISTIAN IN DIALOGUE, by 
Badru D. Kateregga and David W. Shenk. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1981: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 179 pages, 
$7.95. 

Although many people talk about inter
religiou s dialogue these days, very little of 
it is actually carried out in practice . It is rare 
for the two sides in dialogue to achieve 
enough serenity in each other's presence to 
engage in mutually significant, non-defen
sive, non-aggressive and respectfu I dis
course regard ing their particular religious 
traditions . Authors Badru D . Kateregga , 
from Kenya , and David W . Shenk, from the 
United States, do this , so their book is of 
exceptional importance. The two were 
col leagues on the faculty of Kenyatta 
University College, Nairobi, Kenya, when 
they col la borated in the writing of this 
volume. Kateregga is a Muslim and Shenk 
is a Christian, an executive of the Eastern 
Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities 
and an associate member of the National 
Council of Churches' Task Force on 
Christian-Muslim Relations. 

In Islam and Christianit y each author 
w rites the views of his religious tradition on 
twelve doctrina l subjects, such as God , 
creation , prophets , worship, etc. After the 
presentation of each subject the member of 
the other re ligion adds a short " response ." 
Then occasionally the author of the chap
ter comes back w ith an even shorter 
"cl ar ification" from his viewpoint. The 
whole is serene, well-ordered and clea r 
writing. 

Kateregga and Shenk come to grips w ith 
the doctrinal questions in Christian-Mus
lim relations . Their method of do ing so is 
non-polemica l, so it is a departure from the 
way Muslims and Christians have habitual
ly treated their respective doctrina l posi
tions in exchanges between members of 
the two re ligions. The authors of Islam and 
Christianity do not argue with each other. 
Neither do they attack each other's beliefs . 
They simply listen ca refull y and respect
fully to each other. As elementary as this 
approach might seem to be, it is precisely 
that wh ich has been lacking for centu ries in 
the encounter between Muslims and 
Christians . Of mutual recr imination there 
has been an abundance in the past. We 
have often misrepresented each other's 
views in an attempt to make our position 
seem stronger. We have been quick to 
speak, but slow to I isten to the other. 
Kateregga and Shenk are to be thanked for 
giving to believers in Islam and Christianity 
an example of how to deal with the 
doctrinal factor in their relat ionships. 

After a certain degree of mutual under
stand ing is achieved , after Muslims and 
Christians have listened to each other 
carefully , then one might ask, " what 
next?" The two partners in mutual listening 
are far from agreed. In fact, the sharp points 
of divergence stand out Ii ke prickly barriers 
in the way of doctrinal agreement. As the 
authors point out briefly in their Conclu
sion (p. i 70), doctrinal discussions such as 
this one are only an aspect of the overall 
enterprise of human relationships in which 
believers of Islam and Christian ity have the 
privilege of taking part. A full awareness 
both of our doctrina l agreement and 
disagreement helps us to go deeper into the 
real ity of our common humanity under 
God . It impresses upon us lessons of 
gratitude, humil ity and patience. 

R. Marston Speight 
R. Marston Speight, assistant director of the 
Task Force on Christian-Muslim Relations 
of the National Council of Churches, is a 
long-time United Methodist missionary . 

MY TWENTIETH CENTURY ODYSSEY, by 
J. Waskom Pickett. Available from Lud
hiana Christian Medical College Board, 
475 Riverside Drive, Room 246, New 
York, N.Y. 10115 $2.65. 

In " My Twentieth Century Odyssey," 
completed not too long before his death a 
short while ago, Bishop J. Waskom Pickett 
tells the story of his rema rkable career . 
Biograph ies of upwards of a hundred of the 
bishops of the United Methodist Church 
have appeared across the yea rs, and a few 
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bishops have written their autobiogra
ph ies . Bishop Pickett' s book properl y takes 
its place among these remembrances. 

The book is doubly interest ing in that it 
tel ls the life story of the last survivor of the 
long li ne of bishops elected by the former 
Method ist Episcopal Church. Elected in 
1935, he outlived all the bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at the time of 
union in 1939 as well as the two bishops 
elected by the Methodi st Protestant dele
gates at the Uniting Conference, and all the 
bishops of the Method ist Episcopal Church 
South at the time of un ion except Bishop 
W i ll iam C. Martin. Furthermore, he lived 
to be the last of the noble line of 
missionaries elected to the episcopacy 
with the exception of Bis hop Robert F. 
Lundy, elected by the Southeast Asia 
Central Conference in 1964. 

The book records the fasci nating story of 
the fam i ly in wh ich Bishop Pickett grew 
up, his father being a nationally known 
holiness evangelist, publisher and song 
writer; and his mother a widely known 
woman activ ist, particularl y in the cause of 
temperance and prohibition . 

The story is told of hi s school days, 
particularly at Asbury College at Wilmore, 
Kentucky where Stanley Jones, as a school 
boy, lived in the Pickett home and shared 
the future bishop's bedroom. A close 
friendship developed then that continued 
throughout life. 

The bishop related how the way to 
become a missionary was opened for him 
in 1910 by Stanley Jones and Bishop Frank 
Warne. He tells about his marry ing Ruth , 
the daughter of Bishop John W. Robinson , 
and of their missionary career together 
unti I cal led to the episcopal office. 

The larger part of the book is devoted to 
events, persona lities, and issues marking 
his period of episcopal serv ice in the 
Bombay and Delhi areas. Early in his 
career he became acquainted with some of 
the great leaders of India such as Gandhi 
and Nehru and others, and had frequent 
contact w ith them , and was high ly appre
ciated by them. One must read the book to 
appreciate what th is relationship was. 

The strong personal ity of Bishop Pickett 
makes itself felt throughout these pages-
his high sense of values, his loyalty to his 
conv ict ions, his quick proneness to battle 
for right causes, his strong indignation at 
anything he judged unjust, his keen power 
of analysis, his daring to be critical , and his 
constant championing of whatever he 
believed good for India . 

As the book moves toward its close 
Bishop Pickett shares freely and frankly the 
mature thinking of his evening time on 
issues and personal ities-not of the yester
days-but of the immediate hour. 

" My Twentieth Century Odyssey" is the 
story of a remarkable career. It makes 
inspiring read ing, and is, in itself, a strong 
challenge to Christian action . 

Roy H . Short 
Bishop Roy H . Short, now retired, is a 
former president of the Methodis t Board of 
Missions . 

LETTERS 
Off the Deep End 

In response to Dr. Helen Cald icott 
remarks concern ing a nuclear ho locaust as 
reported in the June NEW WORLD OUT
LOOK, " The Moving Finger Writes" arti
cle: 

I think she has gone off the deep end! If 
Edison has invented the electric bomb 
would she still be using a wood burn ing 
cook stove and washing on a wash board? 

Who decided to have her speak at the 
Assembly of United Method ist Women 
anyway? It is a good th ing the theme 
offered " Christ Our Hope .. . . " because 
Dr. Caldicott didn ' t offer much. 

Let us not become frightened nor misled 
by what she says, but let us be open 
mi nded enough to consider other facts and 
figures on the subject. 

Joseph ine Pa rk 
Harper, Kansas 

Rich Heritage of Deaconesses 

This is in regard to the June, 1982 issue 
of NEW WORLD OUTLOOK which in
cl uded an article " An Interview with 
Geoffrey Wainwright" by Tracy Earl y. It 
was a very helpful artic le BUT on page 18 
Mr. Early states : " However, United Meth
odists have also had " deaconess" . ... " It 
shou Id read " Have deaconesses" ! That is a 
seri ous error in letting it be printed the 
Un ited Methodists had deaconesses. Is the 
church (religious) writers, leaders that 
misinformed about the mission persons of 
The United Method ist Church? Deaconess 

(y) 
Trick-or-treal and UNICEF 
collections have gone 
hand-in-hand for over 30 
years. Funds generated by ,, .. 
UNICEF Day collections 
and greeling card sales 
support nulritional and 
educational programs for 
1 .3 bill ion needy children 
worldwide. 
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re lationship w ith in The United Method ist 
Church wi 11 be 1 00 years old in 1984 and 
has a rich heritage of service to our Lord 
through Jesus Christ within the area of 
providing human services through those 
years. 

We do exi st. We are providing human 
services across the church and nation . We 
are proud of ou r heritage and are commit
ted to continue our Ch ristian service into 
the future . We pray that the church w i 11 
continue to be supportive of our ministry 
and be knowledgeable of our work. 

Betty Swarthout 
Laurel , N E 

Likes Section on Aging 

I would like to have 25 copies of the 
Ju ly-August issue of NEW WORLD OUT
LOOK which has the specia l section on 
Aging. I would use th is in the fall semester 
with my class, The Mi nister and Ch ristian 
Nurture. We do special work in prepara
tion for deal ing with problems of aging as 
these students begin thei r careers as 
min isters in the church . Also, this issue 
would serve as a fine introduction to this 
useful magazine. 

Mary A lice D. Edward s 
Washington, D. C. 

She is professor of Christia n Education at 
Wesley Theological Seminary. 

Fine Magazines 

I wi 11 not be renewing my subscript ion to 
New World Outlook and Response maga
zines . Due to my advanced age of 88 , I am 
no longer able to read them as I ought to . 
They are both fine magazines, which I 
have subscribed to I thi nk since their 
beginni ng, but I am no longer able to enjoy 
them. 

With all good w ishes for your continued 
success and God's blessings upon you. 

Els ie Stowe 
Shelton , Connecticut 
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THE llOYlllG 
FlllGER WRITEStr~~ 

U.S. CHURCH LEADERS 
BLAST DIGEST ARTICLE 

Ten U .S. church leaders have critic
ized an article in the August Reader's 
Digest for presenting " a biased and 
unfairly negative view of the World 
Council (of Churches) unsubstantiated 
by facts ." They termed the Digest view 
"contrary to the realities we have 
personally experienced .11 

The article, by Joseph A. Harriss, is 
titled " Karl Marx or Jesus Christ?" An 
overline asks " Which master is the 
World Council of Churches serving?" 

The Rev. Robert Huston, ecumeni
cal officer of the United Methodist 
Church, was among those signing a 
statement drawn up July 26 while the 
American churchmen were attending 
the annual meeting of the World 
Council 's Central Committee in Gen
eva, Switzerland . 

Other signatories included the Rt. 
Rev . John M . Allin , presiding bishop, 
Episcopal Church; Bishop James R. 
Crumley Jr., head of Lutheran Church 
in America; the Rev. Avery Post, 
president, United Church of Christ; 
William P. Thompson , stated clerk, 
United Presbyterian Church ; the Rev. 
Arie R. Brouwer, general secretary, 
Reformed Church in America ; and the 
Rev. John S. Groenfeldt, president, 
Moravian Church in America (North
ern Province) . Other signers were from 
the American Baptist Churches , 
Christian Church (Disciples), and the 
Orthodox Church in America . 

The church leaders specifically 
cha I lenged the Digest's claim that the 
wee was no longer committed to the 
goal of Christian unity. In rebuttal they 
cited an agreement on Baptism, Eu
charist and Ministry reported to the 
Central Committee on July 25. Cl i
maxing 50 years of work on thorny 
doctrinal question s dividing the 
churches, the agreement is evidence 
that " on these central matters of faith 
we are now c loser together than the 
churches have been for centuries." 

The goal of Christian unity " remain s 
the vital heart of the Council 's life and 

Members of the Methodist Federation for Social Action take part in a "Penitential 
Eucharist" near the White House recently. The observance was one of the highlights of 
the Federation's three-day, 75th " Jubilee Assembly" held in the capital. 

is pr imary among its purposes," the 
leaders affirmed . 

Noting the WCC was created in 
1948 to address div isi ons in the wor ld 
as we ll as in the church, the Ameri can 
churchmen pointed out that polit ica l, 
economi c, soc ial and terr itoria l issues 
continue to separate peop le. The 
overcoming of such ri fts is v ital to 
human survival , they say. 

The WCC is a " un ique and va luable 
instrument for bindi ng up our broken 
world ," accordi ng to the statement. 
The Council deals with these divi sions 
" in the context ... of our common 
fa ith in God and ou r joint submission 
to the Lord Jesus Christ," said the 
chu rchmen . 

Whil e not commenting on the Di
gest's charge that the wee has not 
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pub licly critic ized Soviet human rights 
v io lations fo r fear of los ing the Ru ssian 
Orthodox Church from its member
ship, the churchmen said : " In the 
wee we have opportu nity to know 
and talk w ith brothers and sisters w ho 
live in di fferent cultu res, under d iffer
en t eco nomi c and po l i ti cal sys
tems . ... we are convi nced such 
bonds must be strengthened . . . " 

The Ameri cans' statement al so ex
pressed " dismay" at " superfic ial ster
eotypes and code-words" used in the 
Digest arti cle . " To di smiss our friends 
and col leagues as ' anti-Western ,' 
'anti-cap ita list,' 'Marxist,' ' lefti st' etc. 
is to do them an injustice," said the 

statement. It al so was seen as a 
disservice to Digest readers , many of 
whom are members of c hurches 
w hose leaders signed the statement. 

THREE NEW MEMBERS 
FOR WORLD COUNCIL 

Membership of the World Council 
of Churches has expanded to 304 with 
the acceptance of the WCC Central 
Committee of three new churches 
whose membersh ip numbers about 
800,000. 

The three are the Orthodox Church 
of Finland , the Methodist Church in 
India, and the Joint Board of the 

NEW ORBIS MISSIONARY STUDIES~~~~ 

42 

A NEW MISSIONARY ERA 
Enda McDonagh, Marcos McGrath , 
Jose Comblin , Brian Hearne, Walbert 
Buhlmann , Peter J . Butelezi, and 
others discuss Mission in the World 
Today, Pastoral Aspects of Mission , The 
Spiritual Life of the Missionary, The 
Challenge of Justice, and Making the 
Church Incarnate. A major contribution 

to contemporary mission studies. liillillllll•• 
192 pp Paperback $9.95 

THE ISLAND CHURCHES OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
Emergence in the Twentieth Century 
by Charles W Forman 

" Out of deep and wide personal experience of the 
Pacific Island churches, as well as a mastery of the 
documentary sources, Charles Forman has produced 
a very valuable and interesting book. The scattered 
Christian communities of that ocean are entering 
vigorously into worldwide ecumenical relationships. 
It is increasingly important to understand these 
churches and their potential contribution." 

-DAVID M. STOWE, United Church Board for World 
Ministries 

352pp Paperback $17.50 

A CASE FOR AN AUXILIARY PRIESTHOOD 
by Raymond Hickey 

The number of Christians in Africa is growing-and 
requiring an ever-increasing number of priests and 
teachers to minister to them. This need cannot be met 
while Catholic church law obliges all priests to be 
celibate. Hence the author 's proposal for an auxiliary 
married priesthood in Africa. He suggests the addition 
of a new opportunity for priestly ministry without 
minimizing the role of the existing celibate priesthood . 

160pp Paperback $7. 95 
At bookstores or from the publisher 

ORBIS BOOKS 
Maryknoll , New York 10545 
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Moravian Church in Tanzania . The 
Methodist Church in Samoa, formerly 
as Associate Member of the WCC, was 
also accepted into full membership, 
having passed the 25 ,000 minimum 
membership needed. 

The Orthodox Church of Finland 
has a membership of 58,500. It is one 
of Finland 's two established churches 
along with the Lutheran Church. 

The Methodist Church in India was 
inaugurated last year following its 
independence from the United Meth
odist Church in the U.S.A. Its member
ship totals about 600,000 and its 
ministry is conducted in 15 different 
languages throughout the country . 

The Joint Board of the Moravian 
Church in Tanzania represents three 
churches with their own constitutions 
working in three regions of the coun
try. With a membership of more than 
113,000, the Tanzanian Moravians 
form the largest national grouping of 
Moravians in the world. 

The Central Committee also ac
cepted requests for affi I iation by two 
national councils-the United Chris
tian Council in Sierra Leone and the 
Council of Churches in Namibia. The 
Sierra Leone Council includes 12 
denominations, the Namibian six. 
(EPS) 

NEW MISSIONARIES 
EXCEED THOSE RETIRING 

Those who keep box scores on the 
number of United Methodist mission
aries " in the field " will be pleased to 
know that 2Yi times as many mission
aries are being sent out by the World 
Division this summer as are retiring in 
the next few months. 

The Rev. Avery Manchester, head of 
the Office of Missionary Personnel for 
the Board of Global Ministries, reports 
33 new missionaries, eight missionary 
assoc iates on contract, and eight 
Asian-American interns. Grand total is 
49. (An additional 35 persons have 
been recruited to work in the United 
States in the US-2 program. ) 

This contrasts with 16 retir ing mis
sionaries who were honored at the 
1982 Missionary Conference June 20 
in Bridgeport, Conn. Their service 
totaled 509 years . 

" This is the largest, most diverse 
group of new miss ionaries we have 
had in several years," said Mr. Man
chester. " They well represent the 
healthy vitality and diversity of thi s 
denomination." 

He mentioned spec i f icall y the 
broad geograph ical spread and an age 
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Jacqueline Grennan Wexler, former President of Hunter College in New York City, has been elected by the Executive Board of the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews as its fifth President. The election followed a nationwide search begun after Dr. David 
Hyatt had announced his decision to retire from the presidency, effective October 1, 1982, for personal and family reasons. 

Released from her juridical vows as a religious in 1967, Mrs. Wexler remains a committed Roman Catholic. In 1969, she married 
Paul J. Wexler, a New York businessman, in a ceremony in which a Roman Catholic priest officiated and a rabbi gave the final 
blessing. 

range from recent college graduates to 
people taking early retirement. 

" It's the largest number of clergy 
we've had in some time and includes a 
clergy couple," he added . Other 
professions represented are a number 
of teachers, one physician, a pastor
paramedic , two nurses and two con
struction specialists. A " healthy num
ber" have lived , worked or traveled 
overseas . Several PKs (preachers kids) 
are in the group. 

While hailing the two black cou
ples, one Asian couple and one Asian 
spouse, Mr. Manchester expressed 
regret at the absence of a Hispanic or 
Native American presence. 

The missionaries wil l be serving in 
1 7 different countries: seven Asian and 
the Pacific Uapan, Fiji , Korea, West 
Samoa , Philippine s, Tai wa n and 
Tonga); six African (N igeria, Zaire, 
Botswana, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe 
and Liberia) and four Latin American 
and the Caribbean (St. Maartens, 
Mexico, Belize, Bolivia). 

The retirees are Elwood and Doris 
Bartlett, 38 yea rs in Zaire; Leveta Knox 
Bentley, eight in Taiwan ; John and 
Virginia Groves, 33 in Me xico; 
Drewer and Maude Johns, 33 in India; 

Robert and Martha Marble, 37 in 
India; Thelma Maw, 33 in Korea, 
Vietnam; Raymond and Cleo Noah, 
32 in Angola, Rhodesia and Brazil ; 
Elizabeth Overby, 34 in Indi a; Helen 
Post, 22 in Japan; Elizabeth Snead, 34 
in Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia and 
Singapore; and Eleanor Warne, 33 in 
Japan . 

At the missionary conference warm 
tribute was al so paid to two staff 
leaving the World Division . Barbara 
Chase, former missionary to Sarawak, 
has been on the division staff si nce 
1972 and has coordinated the Asia 
team for eight years. She resigned to 
move to New Mexico. The Rev. Omar 
Hartzler is retiring as executive secre
tary for Africa· after 20V2 years as a 
m1ss1onary in Angola and Zaire and 
four years at World Division head
quarters. 

Replacing Ms. Chase is the Rev. Jiro 
Mizuno, promoted from executive 
secretary for India, Nepal, Burma and 
Bangladesh. Born in Japan, he has 
ministered in Mexico and the U.S. and 
holds membership in California-Ne
vada Conference. He has assumed his 
new duties with the appointment 
subject to affirmation by the Board of 

Global Ministries in October. 
The Rev. Keith D. Rae, 43 , a native 

of Barbados, began work July 1 as 
executive secretary for church devel
opment and renewal . Educated at 
Boston University School ofTheology, 
University of London and Union Semi
nary in Jamaica, he has pastored 
churches in Rhode Island, Connecti
cut and Massachusetts and is a mem
ber of Southern New England Confer
ence. (UMNS) 

SEXUALITY STUDY DEFERRED 
BY BRITISH METHODISTS 

British Methodists have decided not 
to have an official church policy on 
sexuality or pastoral guidelines on 
how to deal with homosexuals. 

Instead , the church's governing 
conference voted at its recent annual 
meeting " to note and commend for 
study" a 22-page report on sexual 
morality produced after six years by a 
church working party. The report 
discussed a range of human relation
ships, but a short statement that 
homosexuali ty shou Id not bar one 
from the Christian ministry or church 
office aroused the most comment 
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during a conference debate. 
" The recognition that many people 

are homosexual by nature and that 
they are as capable as other people of 
full Chr istian discipleship and of 
deeply loving and committed rela
tionships with each other has been 
changing the climate of Christian 
opinion in the last decade or so," the 
report said . 

But while saying that homosexuals 
should participate fully in the life and 
leadership of the church , the working 
party could not agree on whether 
homosexual Christians could properly 
engage in sexual relationships with 
other homosexuals. A minority took 
the view that the homosexual should 
channel his or her energies into 
creative non-sexual activities . 

The conference was not asked to 
choose between these two views, 
however, but to adopt the statement 
and commend it for study. It merely 
commended it for study. Method
ists-members of Britain 's largest Free 
Church-were thus left without a 
pol icy beyond the statement " that no 
definite judgement is yet possible." 

Several speakers warned of defec
tions if the report were adopted. the 
Rev. Arnold Skelding said, " I don't 
think anything is more distrubing to the 
Methodist people than the fact that this 
appears to be the definitive statement 
of the Methodist Church ." 

But the Rev . Ian Lunn , the working 
party chairman, said that many homo
sexuals were members or ministers 
now, " often among us at considerable 
personal cost of stigma, loneliness .or 
stress," and added that the report 
reflected " the plurality of deeply held 
views. " (RNS) 

REFUGEE AGENCIES 
PROTEST USE OF NAMES 

Six agencies involved in Lebanon 
relief work, including two church 
groups, say their names were used 
without permission in a anti-Israel 
newspaper advertisement which 
could damage their relief efforts . 

The full-page ad appeared in the 
New York Times and other major 
newspapers across the nation . 

" We deplore v iolence but we are 
not taking sides in the political dis
pute, " the agencies said in a joint 
statement stressing their neutrality. 

" Without our impartial status, 
agencies such as ours would not be 
able to perform the public mission 
entru sted to us: delivering emergency 
disaster aid and reconstruction assist-

ance wherever it is needed, to who
ever needs it." 

The full-page ad, headlined " The 
People of Lebanon Innocent Victi ms of 
a Senseless War, " was sponsored by a 
group calling itself " Concerned 
Americans for Peace." But the group 
has yet to be identified . The ad listed a 
Los Angeles post office box number, 
which was found to be nonexistent. 

Listed at the bottom of the ad, in the 
space where co-sponsors normally are 
identified , were the American Friends 
Service Committee, U.S . Committee 
for UNICEF, American Red Cross, 
Church World Service of the National 
Council of Churches, CARE, and Save 
the Ch i ldren Federation. 

Leaders of the six agencies, in a joint 
statement sent to editors of the news
papers , emphatically dissociated 
themselves from the ad . Signers in
cluded the Rev. Paul F. McCleary, 
executive director of Church World 
Service, and Asia A . Bennett, execu
tive secretary of the Quaker group. 

" We are dismayed that a series of 
political advertisements appeared in 
the U .S. press Uu ly 11) associating the 
names of our agencies with direct 
criticism of one of the parties (Israel ) in 
the current Lebanese conflict, " the 
letter said , asserting that the sponsor 
"d id not have permission to use our 
names. " 

" 'Concerned Americans for Peace' 
has every right to express its opinion 
about the situation in Lebanon ," the 
letter said. " They probably did not 
realize that they could actually harm 
our ability to help the innocent victims 
of this conflict by calling into question 
our independent stance . Yet that is 
exactly the case, which is why we 
must respectfully decline any associa
tion with their views. " 

The National Council of Churches 
wants the fighting to stop and contin
ues to cal I for a negotiated settlement 
that wi 11 satisfy both the Israel is and the 
Palestinians, an NCC representative 
said . " We have been critical of Israel , 
but not of the type that appears in this 
ad ." The positions stated in the ad are 
not the positions of the NCC, the 
spokesman said. 

The controversial ad also ran in the 
Boston Globe, the Chicago Tribune, 
the Dallas News, the Washington 
Post, the Wal I Street Journal , the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution . The Los 
Angeles Times ran the ad without the 
names of the six agencies. 

" Only the Christian Science Moni
tor bothered to check with the six 
organizations to see if they had author-
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ized the use of their names--and 
canceled the ad when they discovered 
the truth, " said the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of New York, which 
was investigating circumstances sur
rounding the ad . 

New York Times spokesman Leon
ard Harris sa id the $24,000 Times ad 
had been placed by Pat Howard of the 
Los Angeles office of the Bernard 
Hodes agency. Bernard Hodes, the 
agency's president, told the Times that 
Mr. Howard had placed the ad using 
Hodes documents, on behalf of an
other agency, Copely, Lane Capen in 
Los Angeles. 

Spokesmen for some of the other 
papers said an ad agency representa
tive had shown a form letter allegedly 
obtained from the relief agencies 
allowing use of their names. A Los 
Angeles Times spokesman said his 
paper decided to run the ad without 
the names when the paper was unable 
to confirm the form letter. 

A Chicago Tribune spokesman said 
his paper required concerned Ameri
cans for Peace to I ist its officers and 
obtained the names of Ralph Martin, 
vice president, and John Kelly, secre
tary treasurer. 

The ad speaks of the " merciless 
killing" and the " heartrending tale of 
human suffering and anguish" caused 
by the "i nvasion of Lebanon by an 
insensitive Israel. " The ad ends with a 
list of the six agencies, said to be 
among groups channeling aid to "the 
war-ravaged people of Lebanon ." 

While the ad doesn ' t actually say the 
six agencies sponsored or endorsed 
the ad, readers would have difficu lty 
not concluding that they had done so 
from the layout of the ad . (RNS) 

INFANT FORMULA TASK FORCE 
SEES MOVEMENT TOW ARDS CODE 

Some infant manufacturers in the 
United States, as well as Nestle, are 
moving toward incorporating at least 
portions of the World Health Organi 
zation standards in their own policies 
and practices, a United Methodist task 
force have agreed. 

After completing interviews with 
three U.S . firms, the members of the 
denomination's Infant Formula Task 
Force said they could discern a modifi
cation of views toward the WHO code 
since earlier meetings with company 
representatives a year ago . In general , 
the firms voiced their support for basic 
aims of the code, but with some major 
disagreements with particular points. 

Companies represented here were 
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Wyeth Laboratories division of Ameri
can Home Products, Mead-Johnson 
division of Bristol Myers Co ., and Ross 
Laboratories division of Abbott La
boratories. Most of the interviews with 
the firms were conducted in executive 
session . 

During open portions of the meeting 
here representatives of Wyeth said 
their own marketing practices code 
has been revised to show its points of 
both agreement and differences with 
the WHO code. Mead Johnson re
ported its code wi 11 be rewritten to 
make clear agreements and differ
ences. 

The task force was told by a former 
member, Bishop James Armstrong of 
Indianapolis, that on a recent visit to 
Nestle headquarters in Switzerland he 
found a marked change of attitude on 
the part of company executives. Bish
op Armstrong said he believes that 
good-will on all sides, the "pieces to 
end the boycott (of Nestle products) 
can be put in place. " 

It was the boycott of Nestle by a 
number of religious and other groups 
that gave rise to the 1980 United 
Methodist General Conference creat
ing the task force which met here and 
asked it to study the issue, engage in 
dialogue with Nestle, and recommend 
a stance for the denomination in 
relation to the boycott . About 30 
annual conferences and two national 
agencies of the church have endorsed 
the boycott on their own. Several 
major U.S. denominations also sup
port the boycott. 

The original timetable for the task 
force cal led for it to make recommen
dations with regard to the boycott to 
the church ' s General Council on 
Ministries by July 1. Since GCOM 
doesn't meet until late October, it has 
been agreed that the task force wi 11 
have unti I mid-September to complete 
its proposals. It will file a report with 
GCOM in the meantime on its two 
years of work . 

A part of its session here, the seventh 
meeting since it was organized, was 
devoted to planning ways to develop 
further dialogue with the U.S. formula 
manufacturers on the WHO code and 
related issues. Teams of two task force 
members each wi 11 contact each of the 
firms . 

One issue discussed with concern 
here was the practice in some places of 
hospitals supplying free samples of 
formula products to new mothers 
leaving the hospital with their infants. 
The formula manufacturers here said 
they did not supply samples specifical-

ly for that purpose. 
It was agreed that it was a " major 

breakthrough " recently when the 
American Academy of pediatrics re
commended aga inst routine supplying 
of the so-called " discharge kits" to 
new mothers . 

Also touched on was the criticism in 
some quarters of Professor J. Philip 
Wagaman who chairs the task force 
and who recently accepted member
ship on a watchdog comm ittee set up 
by Nestle to monitor its act ivities in 
relation to the WHO code. 

Dr. Wagaman, dean of Wesley 
Theological Seminary here, said his 
participation on the Nestle audit com
mittee "is a logical outgrowth of our 
efforts to move this company," can be 
" an important lever" in relationships 
between the task force and the com
pany, and is not a conflict of interest. 
" Any risk is borne by Nestle," he said . 

He announced that another mem-

ber of the task force, Professor Mi Id red 
Randall , a nutritionist on the faculty of 
American Un ivers ity here, also has 
been named to the Nestle Committee. 

" Her presence w i ll make a val uable 
contribution" to the audit comm ittee's 
work, Dr. Wagaman told the task 
force . 

Bishop Armstrong earlier had re
signed from the task force ci ting a 
possible conflict of interest involvi ng 
his position as president of the national 
Council of Churches, wh ich has en
dorsed the boycott. Bishop C. Dale 
White of the New Jersey Area has 
replaced him on the United Methodist 
panel . 

In another action, the panel agreed 
to develop a questionnaire for possible 
use with health service institutions 
related to the United Method ist 
Church . Data w i ll be sought on the 
institutions' views of the WHO code, 
practices relative to education and 
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info rm at io n rega rdi ng c ho ices be
tween breastfeedi ng and bottl e feed
ing, and the use of free samples of 
fo rmula. (UMNS) 

RELIEF LEADERS VISIT POLAND 

The infant mortality rate in Poland is 
the lowest ever, thanks to food aid sent 
la st wi nter by c hurc h and other 
international rel ief agencies, Poland 's 
M inister of Health told eight U .S. 
Protestants who met with him in 
Warsaw in late July. 

Four Un ited Methodists were in the 
group organized by Church World 
Serv ice (CWS), rel ief and rehabilita
t ion arm of the National Council of 
Churches in the U .S.A . They were the 
Rev. Norman E. Dewire, general 
secretary of the General Council on 
Ministries; the Rev . James T. Laney, 
president, Emory University, Atlanta ; 
John Sagan , v ice president and trea
surer of Ford International ; and the 
Rev. Paul McCleary, head of CWS. 

" We were very interested in the 
health minister ' s comment," Dr . 
Dewire told United Methodist News 
Service in a telephone interview. 
Internat ional aid was distributed 
through the churches, he noted , which 
gave priority to children , the elderly, 
young people attending universities, 
and deta inees' families . 

During the July 20-August 2 visit the 
Amer ican group met the ministers of 
agriculture , foreign affairs, health, 
religious affairs, and the Commission
er on National Planning. " Great ap
preciation was ex pressed to the 
churches for the relief aid they gave," 
Dr. Dewire said . 

After the imposition of martial law in 
Poland , CWS sent food , clothing, 
blankets, soap, medicines and water 
purification tablets with a total value of 
more than $1.5 mi llion. 

Noting that food rationing has les
sened a little, Dr . DeWire said that 
according to the Minister of Agricul
ture, Poles can now get five pounds of 
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meat or processed meat per month . 
The United Methodist executive was 
appal led to learn that soap is rationed 
to one bar per adult every two months. 
" The bar is half the size of ours," he 
added . 

In addition to seeing how the 
churches ' aid was used , the CWS trip 
was made to evaluate possible critical 
needs in coming months and to 
explore " some avenues of develop
ment to get at root causes of need," Dr. 
DeWire said . 

" Because of U .S. sanctions against 
grain shipments to Poland, there is no 
fodder," he continued. This results in a 
lack of poultry, beef and swine. A 
serious shortage of meat is predicted 
by fall . 

" It is paradoxical that we continue 
to sel I grain to Russia but not to 
Poland, " Dr. DeWire said. "We are 
using Poland as a polit ical pawn. 
There is no reason to put the screws on 
Poland except to get back at Russia," 
he added . 

The group also learned that few 
medicines were available . As a result 
of this discovery, CWS may extend a 
line of credit to the Polish Ecumenical 
Council for buying certain chemicals 
that could be used by Polish industry to 
produce needed medicines. Such help 
would be given in agreement with 
both the U.S . and Polish governments. 

Asked to comment on the situation 
of Solidarity, the independent labor 
movement, Dr. Dewire replied: "My 
feeling is that the Polish spirit will 
never be put out. It is a spirit of 
independence as represented by Soli
darity. The government can detain 
people but it cannot extinguish that 
spirit. " 

He illustrated his statements. The 
government scheduled a celebration 
to mark the anniversary of the Warsaw 
uprising against Hitler. Dr. Dewire 
was in a crowd of 100,000 people 
streaming into the cemetery. Solidarity 
took advantage of the occasion to get a 
message to the Polish people via 
hidden speakers scattered throughout 
the cemetery. They carried a taped 
message from the vice chairperson of 
Solidarity. 

Attending a mass at a Roman 
Catholic church in the Old Town, Dr. 
Dewire reported 2,000 people stood 
outside, all singing the mass . At the 
end, persons in the crowd held up their 
fingers in a V for victory sign. " I took 
that as a symbol of independence 
signifying 'we' re going to make it,' " 
he said . 

He also mentioned the 40-foot cross 
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of cut flowers that appears each day in 
Victory Square where Pope John Paul 
11 said mass. Each night the govern
ment clears off the flowers but next day 
the cross reappears . The American 
visitors saw a newly married couple 
bring their wedding flowers to add to 
the cross. 

"That kind of act convinces me the 
spirit of Poland will not be put down. 
No way! " Dr. Dewire said . 

At the Methodist Church where he 
preached August 1 the church was full 
and people were standing. General 
Superintendent Witold Benedyk
towicz, who is also president of the 
Polish Ecumenical Council , told him 
that since martial law more people 
have come to church. More visitors 
attend ecumenical gatherings. 

The superintendent said, " In the 
midst of martial law we are trying to 
put some flesh around the City of 
God." Dr. Dewire added, "They are 
looking for the not yet in the midst of 
the here and now. It is no idle hope or a 
closing of the eyes to what is going 
on. " 

Having been in Czechoslovakia and 
East Germany, the United Methodist 
official expected Poland to be " drab" 
like those other socialist countries, but 
this was not true . The Minister of 
Foreign Affairs told him the hope is for 
a mixed model of society like Hungary 
that would combine strong central 
control and much private ownership. 
"Of course, this may be just propagan
da," Dr. Dewire added . 

Dr. McCleary confirmed that things 
appear much better now than before 
martial law. He was in Poland last 
October. However, he attributed the 
change in part to the fact that summer 
garden vegetables have relieved 
pressure on the food supply. "Cer
tainly the situation in energy and food 
will deteriorate when winter comes," 
he predicted . 

For this reason, relief agencies 
aiding the Ecumenical Council will 
meet in Warsaw September 16-17, he 
said, to assess the aid needed in 
1982-83. CWS will join the Germans, 
Dutch , Danes and others at the 
meeting. 

As a United Methodist , Dr. 
McCleary was particularly grateful for 
the high praise voiced for the English
language College, which the denomi
nation supports. " Several people 
commented on the important part it 
has played in providing language 
facility so useful at this time of tension 
between East and West," he reported . 

(UMNS) 
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Whole World. Seminars for 
theological students and 
missionaries, co-sponsored 
by 29 seminaries. 

JANUARY 17-21 
The Universal Scope and 
Scandal of the Gospel: Tribal 
Gods and the Triune God. 
Kosuke Koyama, Union 
Theological Seminary, New 
York. 

JANUARY 24-28 
Evangelism and Liberation in 
Mission: The Latin American 
Experience. Jose 
Miguez-Bonino, ISEDET, 
Buenos Aires, Argentirla. 



We're Investing $100 to build new churches! 
This investment , along with thousands of others, 
enables church growth to occur now when it is 
needed. 

It is an investment in people and in churches 
called the UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT 
FUND. 

High interest rates and soaring building costs have 
paralyzed the building interest in this country, 
and the goal of UMDF is more necessary than ever. 
The purpose of UMDF is to help local churches 
obtain loans at affordable rates and thus help 
them in their mission. 

WRITE FOR A FREE 
PROSPECTUS AND INFORMATION 

The United Methodist Development Fund 
Room 303, 4 7 5 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10115 

Now is when money is tight and UMDF funds are 
needed. 

Now is when the gospel is spreading and churches 
are growing. 

Now is when YOU are needed. 

Please write today. 

Your money helps others and gives you a 9% 
return. UMDF has your money working for you and 
the church. 

r- - - --------------
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Yes. l would like additional information. 

CITY------- STATE --- ZIP __ _ 

The offerin~ is made by Prospectus only. limited to stales where 
the fund Is exempt or re~istered . Call or write for a free prospec
tus and further Information 


