11110
New Series Vo l. XLI No . 3

Whole Series Vol. LXX No. 10

November 1980

3 Mission Memo
7 Editorials
8 A Crack in the Barrier of Silence
Syngman Rhee
12 Tight Money Times at UMDF
Tracy Early
15 The West Bank Settlements-God's Will or Morally Unacceptable?
Grace Halsell
19 Melvin and Virginia Williams-Part of a World-Wide Family
Ellen Clark
21 Salvaging Food for Hungry People
Connie Myer
24 Why I Am For the Unionizing of Farmworkers:
A Theological Reflection
John Powers
26 In the Kalahari the Desert Does Blossom
Ralph E. Dodge
28 like an Inca Rainbow
Fred Bronkema
32 Improving Cattle Breeds in India
John C. Goodwin
Al Simonton
34 Solving the Identity Crisis as Volunteer Missionaries
36 The Impossible Made Possible
Virginia Ransdell
39 Letters from the U.S. and Overseas
41 Letters
42 The Moving Finger Writes
COVER
Volunteers at the Warehouse, Community Food Bank, Tuscon, Arizona
John C. Goodwin Photograph
Editor, Arthur J. Moore; Managing Editor, Charles E. Brewster
Associate Editor, Ellen Clark; Art Director, Roger C. Sadler
Administrative Assistant, Florence J. Mitchell
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10115
Published Monthly (bimonthly, July-August) by the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist
Church, Education and Cultivation Division. (ISSN-0048-8812 )
Second-class Mail Privileges Authorized at New York, N.Y. Additional Entry at Nashville, Tennessee.
Copyright 1980 by Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church. No part of New World
Outloo k may be reproduced in any form without written permission from Editors. Printed in U.S.A.
Subsc ript ions in the United States and Possessions: One year $7.00 (combination with response, $13.00).
Single copies 75 cents. All foreign countries: One year $8.00 (combination $15.00).
Re po rt any cha nge of address directl y to New World Outlook rather than to the Post Office. With your
new add ress be sure to send also t he old address, enclosing if possible an address label from a recent copy.
A request for change of address must reach us at least thirty days before the date of issue with which it is to
take effect.
New World Out loo k editoria ls and unsigned articles reflect the views of the editors and signed articles the
views of th e authors o nl y.
PHOTO CREDITS
Pp. 9, 10, 11, Syngman Rhee; Pp. 12, 13, 14, UM DF ; P. 15, G race Ha lsell ; Pp. 16, 17, 18, 25, RNS ; Pp. 21 ,
22, 23, G lea ners Community Food Bank; Pp. 26, 27, Ralph Dodge ; Pp. 28, 29, 30, 31, Fred Bronkema ; Pp.
19, 32, 33, Jo hn Goodw in; Pp. 34, 35 , Al Simon to n; Pp. 36, 37, 38, Evel yn Banni ng.

MISSIO• M EMO
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission

November, 1980

Boycotts.
Consumers can now buy J.P. Stevens sheets with a clearer conscience
following the ratification October 19th of the first union contract in the his tory of the giant textile manufacturer. Many church organizations, including
the United Methodist General Conference, h~ supported the worldwide J.P . Stevens
boycott. Some 90 percent of the J.P. Stevens company is still union-free, but
many labor specialists are hailing the signing as a significant labor breakthrough in an industry known for its resistance to organized labor. The ratification caught boycott supporters by surprise (see earli ·e r story on p. 43, now
out of date), though there had been rumours a settlement was coming. A.H. Raskin,
the well know former labor columnist for the New York Times, said that Labor's
effective isolation of Stevens in the financiar-community rather than the boycott
or strikes, was the crucial element in the victory. The president of t he Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union, Murray H. Finley, said the settlement
represents the successful conclusion of "the most protracted labor dispute in
history". Company chairman Whitney Stevens said that the settlement means that
"after 17 years the union will no longer single out the company as its primary
target in the textile industry." UM church agencies concerned with the labor
dispute noted that the agreement does not include compliance with the Civil
Rights Act and the Occupational Safety and Health Act nor extend to non-union
plants.
Africa.
The financially troubled All Africa Council of Churches, which has
been beset by problems with the Kenyan government at its Nairob i headquarters
and internal leadership struggles, has chosen the Rev . Victor Maxime Rafransoa,
45, a re 1i ef offi dal of the World Council of Churches, as its new genera 1
secretary. The previous general secretary, Canon Burgess Carr, began a sabbatical leave in the US in 1978; his post had been filled by Kodwo Ankrah of Ghana.
One of the new general secretary's first tasks will be to overcome a deficit of
some $2.5 million, brought on in part by escalating construction costs of a new
headquarters building in Nairobi . Mr. Rafransoa said "the ACC cannot live by
begging from Europe and America alone. We have to attain a measure of selfre 1i ance by mobilizing 1oca1 resources.
11

"The American Way" . The Rev. Michael Mcintyre, a United Methodist minister
who at one time was the staff person for the Bishops ' Call for Peace and Self
Development campaign, is now the staff person for a new organization designed
to respond to the increasing influence of right-wing television and radio pr eache rs.
Called "People for the American Way", and described as broad-based and nonpartisan, the new organization has begun airing three TV spots in major

metropo l itan areas in which a housewi fe or a laborer discuss their objections to
the political activity of te levision preachers. The spots were produced by Norman
Lear. A background pa per by Dr. Colin Williams , former dean of the Yale University Divinity School, explai ns t hat it i s not the political activism of the new
evangelical r i ght wing that is the issue, but t heir refusal to respect those who
differ and th e cl aim that there is only one Christian viewpoint . 11 The corrmittee
fee l s tha t t he danger of the Re l igious New Right is not that they are speaking
out on poli t ical issu es, but that they attack the integrity and character of
anyone wh o does not stand with t hem, writes Dr. Williams. Among the Board of
Advi sors for t he new organization are such well-known individuals as Norman
Cou sin s , Fr . Theodore Hesburgh of Notre Dame University, historian-lecturer
Martin E. Mar ty , UM Bi shop James K. Mathews, United Presbyterian Stated Clerk
Willi am P. Thompson, NCC president William Howard, and former congresswoman
Barba r a Jordan.
11

Re l ief . Since the start of this year American church relief work in Cambodia
has been spelled ARRK, Action for Relief and Rehabilitation in Kampuchea . This
was a coa l ition of six U. S. private agencies, of which Church World Service
was the biggest contributor. The other five agencies were Lutheran World Relief,
CARE , Mea l s for Mill i ons/Freedom from Hunger Foundation, the National Board of
YMCAs, and Heifer Project Intl. In early September the Board voted not to conti nue the coalition after the end of this year, "al t hough the coalition has been
a success and has fulfilled purposes which could not have been achieved had the
coa li t i on not been formed . Church World Service this year gave some $3.4
milli on t o ARR K. The second largest contr ibutor was the U.S. government's
$2. 4 mi l l ion, and the th i rd was the Lutherans with $605,000 . CWS in Kampuchea
is now moving from areas customarily considered relief to rehabilation and deve l opment, raising quest i ons for continued U.S . government participation. The
four areas of rehabilitation are irrigation improvements, repair of agriculture
mac hi nery, control of animal diseases, and production in Kampuchea itself of
rice seed. With the participation of the U.S. government and CARE, ARRK was a
secu l ar organization; now Church World Service can use words such as 11 ecumenical 11
to descr i be relief t eams and give its work a more clearly Christian identification.
Wit h some $2.6 million, the United Methodist Committee on Relief is by far the
largest contributor to the CWS Cambodia program.
11

Deaths.
Martha H. Baxter , 83, widow uf Bishop Bruce Baxter, died September 21
in Sacr amento, California, after a lengthy illness ... Retta M. Coates, a home
mi ss i onary 1967-73, di ed September 19 ... Mary Alice Jones, 83, director of Christ i an education of chi ldren for the Methodist Board of Education 1951-63 and
author of dozen s of ch i ldren ' s books including the best-selling Tell Me About
ser i es, died i n Nashville, Tennessee, September 23 after a lengthy illness . . .
Lucill e Arnold Raines, 83, wife of retired bishop Richard C. Raines, died
sudde nl y September 24 in Glen Arbor, Michiga n . .. William B. Shubert, 49, head
of t he All an E. Shubert Advertising Agency, longtime representatives of many
r eligi ous publi cat i ons including this one, died September 29 of a heart attack
... R e v .~!:_ . Smith , a missionary in China 1918-41 and a home missionary in
Iowa 1948-57, di ed October 17 .. . Ruth Underwood Tippett, 87, wife of ret i red
bishop Donal d H. Tippett , di ed September 20 following a lengthy il l ness.
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Personalia.
The Rev. Mortimer Arias, former Bishop of the Methodist Church in
Bolivia who was arrested and detained in Bolivia on August 26, has been released
and flown into exile in Sao Paulo, Brazil ... Dr. Richard Berendzen, 42, was inaugurated president of United Methodist-related American University in Washington, D.C. on September 18. He has been associated with the university since
1974 when he became dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Of an operating
budget of $50 million, the church gives $250,000 .. . The Rev. Gunnar Teilmann, 61,
a UM missionary since 1949, received an Award of Appreciation by Singapore's
Ministry of Social Affairs. He is a founder-director of the churches Counsel1ing and Care Service ... Ms. Beverly Judge, executive secretary for Field Interpretation at BOGM, and the Rev. Charles E. Brewster, NWO Managing Editor, were
married October 4th in the Bronx, New York
"Sin City"
Last November this magazine carried an article on Nome, Alaska,
written by Nome's United Methodist pastor John Shaffer describing gambling and
alcohol abuse. In Nome, the least-liked aspect of the article was the title,
which Shaffer had suggested, "Sin City of the Arctic". A petition with over
200 names was presented to the city council as king Mr. Shaffer to lea ve town.
The editor of "The Nome Nugget" editorialized several tirries that the pastor
should think of another spot to carry on his ministry. In a later letter to
NWO Mr. Shaffer confessed that next time he would give more thought to titles
for his articles. But now the incident appears to be thought of more in terms
of satire and good humour t han animosity . A local volley ball team has taken
the name "sin city" and T-shirts can be bought locally with that inscription.
A sign over a bar proclaims "Sin City's Favorite Spot." Shaffer is still the
pastor in Nome, but the editor of the newspaper retired and left town.
Glory, Hallelujah. Last April two gunmen barged into the Wednesday night services of the Church of God of Prophecy in Queens, New York, and announced a
stick-up. One of them had a 12 gauge shotgun, t he other an imitation .45
calibre handgun that turned out to be a BB pistol. But the congregation of
about 40 refused to turn over their money. When one of the gunmen grabbed a
woman's purse, the minister shouted "Glory, Hallelujah" and the congregation
members jumped the gunmen, and took away their weapons and tied them up. One
of the gunmen has now been convicted of 2nd degree robbery and sentenced . In
announcing the result Queens District Attorney John J. Santucci said, "This
convicted church robber now has five to ten years in prison during which to
meditate on the many meanings of 'Glory, Hallelujah.'
11

Writers and Editors.
Betty Gray, former associate editor of "response" magazine,
has resigned to become the new editor of "The Church Woman," the magazine of
Church Women United . .. Ellen Clark has become the new managing editor of
"response" ... Connie Myer, senior staff writer with Interpretive Services whose
articles have often appeared in this magazine, has retired because of multiple
sclerosis ... Doris Franklin, Indian editor and writer and a former editor for
the Methodist Church of Southern Asia, will be a Person in Mission for eighteen
months with the Education and Cultivation Division beginning January 1 .. .
Faye Wilson-Beach is a new staff writer with Interpretive Services .

South Africa . Australian Me t hodist evangelist Alan Walker began a month-long
Mi ssi on to the 80 ' s before a crowded Ci ty Hall in Cape Town, South Africa, by
sayi ng that in his first vi sit in 17 years he is "shocked" at "how little is
changed " in South Africa's raci al policies. "It is appalling that the Group
Areas Act, the Pass Laws, the Mi gratory Labour System, and detentions without
t r ial remain," he said. Later in Port El i zabeth Dr . Walker said: "South Africans
are breathing a polluted mora l atmosphere while Nelson Mandela remains in prison,
Dr. Beyers Naude is banned and 14 to 16 year old children disappear without trial
into South African prisons ."
Women's Divi sion . The Women's Di vi sion of the United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries at its Annu al Meet i ng in Philadelphia, October 24- 27, has criticized
such new Christian lobby groups as Moral Majority and Christian Voice and urged
the over one million members of United Methodist Women to evaluate the claims
of such groups and weigh them agai nst the biblical mandate for justice. The
positions and ratings of both Moral Majority and Christian Voice were held to
be misleading, sometimes r acially biased, to ignore the pluralism of the nat i on,
to neglect support fo r the poor, the hungry, and the oppressed, and to oppose
issues affecting women. In other actions, the division asked the United States
government to revers e i ts vote in t he United Nations and support the Program
of Action from the U.N. Mid-Decade for Women's Conference, even though expressing United States r eservations on the document's references to Zionism;
opposed United States military aid to El Salvador; supported the United States
government's decision not t o r ecognize the military coup in Bolivia and expressed solidarity with Chri stians there; adopted a series of recommendations
about Cuban and Haiti an refugees, inc l uding opposition to transferring more
refugees to Fort Allen, Puer to Rico, and Fort Chafee, Arkansas, and a request
to international agenci es to i nvestigate conditions at Fort Chafee, as well as
proposals to set up specialized ministries of church persons to work with Cuban
and Haitian refug ees. The division voted appropriations for 1981 of $15,234,237.
Korea.
Among reports of church growth heard at the recent meeting in Toronto
of the World Methodi st Counc il' s "Miss i on to the 80s" was that of Bishop Kim
Chang Hee of Seoul, Sout h Korea . He said that Methodists there had surged from
1,500 churches and 340,000 members in 1974 to 2,300 churches and 675,000 members in 1979 , well on their way to a goal of one million members in 5,000
churches in 1984. He al so said t hat "very hard times" in Korea "make us give
even more ferv ent prayers" and t hat the nation ' s Methodists are "all Biblereading Christians " who pract i ce early morning prayer and witnessing.
Gi ving . According to a new survey by the National Council of Churches, per
cap i ta giving to 10 major Protestant denominations fell behind inflation last
year for the first time since 1974 . "Local congregations are feeling the real
pinch of inflation," says Const ant H. Jacquet of the NCC research office. While
per capita giving in the 10 denominat i ons (of which the United Methodist and
United Presbyterian churches are two) rose 9. 9 percent, inflation was over 13
percent .

EDITORIALSbJ
ALTERNATIVE THANKSGIVING
A Christian organization called " Alternatives " has tried for years to promote a less commercial celebration of
Christmas. As far as we know there is no
such organization for Thanksgiving,
which as holidays go seems to have a
bad case of the blahs .
Harvest festivals can be traced back
to the Old Testament and since the
Middle Ages have been a part of many
countries influenced by Christianity .
But the American harvest festival is
unique in that it is associated not only
with the harvest but with a particular
historical event-the autumn of 1621
when the Pilgrims and the Indians
celebrated their deliverance through
hardship and a plague which had
devastated both groups . In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln made the holiday which had been celebrated in New
England into a national festival, the
most characteristically American holiday on the calendar. Thanksgiving still
has a lot going for it, including some of
the best hymns in the hymnbook, but it
needs help. We have a few suggestions,
some more weighty than others.
First, there has to be an alternative to
turkey. Regardless of what the Pilgrim
mothers and fathers thought of this bi rd,
or Ben Franklin' s admiration for it, it is
one of the least tasty dishes around. So
much has to be done to make turkey
interesting that it is hard to imagine
anyone thankfu I for it. The bi rd has even
entered our national slang vocabulary
for a loser.
Second, there must be an alternative
to television . The day starts out with a
parade which is designed to take
viewers' minds off Thanksgiving and put
them on Christmas and the buying
season. Then the football games begin
and go on until midnight. At the end of
the day the thousand and one instant
replays become like a famous definition
of God , one oblong blur. The attention
to football is ironic: the Puritans who
fled England for Holland and thence on
the " Mayflower" to Provincetown and
Plymouth had finally had it with King
James when he published a Book of
Sports listing what forms of recreation
were acceptable on the Sabbath.
This brings up a third alternative . Let's

put the Puritans back in Thanksgiving.
Of course, not al I the persons on the
" Mayflower" shared the Separatist
convictions of the Puritans, but the ship
would never have left Holland without
Puritan idealism and determination and
it is a Puritan spirit which breathes
through the Mayflower Compact. As
compared to the nice-sounding "Pilgrims" (who wouldn't rather be a
Pilgrim than a Puritan?) the Puritans
seem grim , demanding, and unsuited to
our pluralistic society. So be it. Let' s
have them, warts and al I, as one of their
more famous members once said of
himse lf. One thing they were not and
that is insipid. They can still teach us a
few things across the centuries. Their
insistence that only God is worthy of
worship and the state has no claim to
worship is one of our strongest supports
to a system of limited government. A lso,
as professor Alan Simpson has written :
" The Puritan code has its repellent
features, but it is no bad thing to have
habits of honesty, sobriety, responsibility, and hard work impressed on a
community. "
A final suggestion for beefing up
Thanksgiving is to give more attention to
the role of the Native Americans in that
first Tha nksgiving. In the p ovidence of
Almighty God , the settlers were not
greeted by hostile Indians, as they had
feared, but in the spring by one
Samoset, who shouted in English
" Much welcome, Englishmen. " Without the protection of Massasoit, chief of
the Wampanoags, and a peace that
lasted fifty-four years, the original colony would never have survived . Thanksgiving is incomplete without acknowledging the indebtedness "a nation of
immigrants" owes to the continent's
origina l inhabitants .

ANTI-SEMITI SM TODAY
You don't have to be Jewish to dislike
the approach of Dr. Bailey Smith to
religion . Smith is president of the
Southern Baptist Convention and almost overnight he has achieved a
certain national notoriety for his statement that " God Almighty does not hear
the prayer of a Jew."
The really incredible thing about

Smith is not that he said thi s at a meeting
in late Augu st in Dallas of right wing
evangeli sts but that he con ti nu es to sti ck
by it after he has had numerous
opportunities to retract it. Southern
Baptists who are embarrassed by their
president have attempted without success to enlighten their leader or soften
the impact of a statement which clearly
undermines inter-faith relations .
Since Dr. Smith first made hi s statement in Dallas there has been an
upsurge of neo-Nazi sm in Germany and
a bloody synagogue bombing in France .
We are sure Dr. Smith is as horrified as
we are at these events and would
deplore them utterly. Nonetheless ,
there is an obvious connection between
saying that God doesn't hear a Jewish
prayer and believing that synagogues
serve no godly function .
Recently, other leaders of the evangelical right who were at the Dal las
conference have tried to put some
. distance between themselves and the
SBC president. That is all to the good , of
course, but it shouldn 't obscure the fact
that no one took issue with the statement at the time and in that setting it
seemed a perfectly normal thing to say .
That especially should worry Jewi sh
leaders who have tried to cultivate the
good will of fundamentalist groups
because of their strong support for the
state of Israel. The Jewish leaders have
often been wi 11 i ng to overlook the fact
that the pro-Israel stand of the fundamentalists springs less from a love of
Jews as Jews than from a millenarian
view of scripture which sees Israel as a
foretaste of the Second Coming .
In this regard the whole picture has
been considerably muddied by the
current Israeli government' s insistence
that any criticism of its West Bank
policies is itself anti-Semitism . Such an
extreme position carries with it its own
dangers of reaction and consequences .
For Christians the issue of antiSemitism in our day is something that
should never be far from our conscience. More attention must be paid to
its alarming growth. In view of recent
events in Europe it would be highl y
appropriate for the World Council of
Churches' Programme to Combat Racism to lend support to groups who
nonviolently oppose anti-Semiti sm .
And for the rest of us it wou Id be good to
take to heart theologian Paul van
Buren' s statement that Christian thinking " must proceed today under thin but
endless clouds of burned children ,
mostly Jewish children ."

In September of 1950, a 19-year-old
youth w ent with a pushcart and shovel
to a field not far from his home in
Pyongyang, Korea . There, aided by his
mother and brothers, he searched
among a chain of manacled corpses in
a common grave for the body of his
father, a minister slain with many of his
colleagues by retreating Communist
activists . When they located the body,
the family praised Cod. They had a
father and husband to bury at a time
when many Koreans searched in vain
for their loved ones .

A year later, Communist armies
were back in Pyongyang, and United
Nations bombers swept in from the
South . In the rain of high explosives,
the young man ' s older brother
perished.
That 19-year-old Korean youth is
now the Reverend Syngman Rhee, a
minister and the liaison officer for East
Asian affairs of the United Presbyterian
Church. (Prior to September 1 he
served as liaison officer for the Middle
East since 1973 '. )
In the article that follows Mr. Rhee

calls for reconciliation between South
Korea and North Korea and reports for
the first time on a visit to North Korea .
Why does Mr. Rhee call for reconciliation now at a time when the
practical prospects of reconciliation
seem more remote than ever? "Because it is time," he says, "The Lord's
time for reconciliation."
This article is being published
simultaneously with A.O., the denominational magazine of the United
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and
the United Church of Christ.

A Crack in the Barrier of Silence
After 30 ~ears a church leader
returns to his nati~e North Korea
Syngman Rhee

orea is a small peninsula in
northeast Asia with a population
of over 50 million people. At the
end of the Japanese occupation in
1945, Korea was divided by fiat of the
victorious World War II allies into two
" countries," North and South . Today
the line the Great Powers drew across
the Korean map at the 38th parallel is
one of the most tightly closed frontiers
in the world . Armies of men , tanks and
guns face each other across that border
to ensure that neither mail nor any
other form of ordinary communication
takes place. It has been that way now
for 35 years.
What is now North Korea was my
home for the first 19 years of my life .
For two-and-one-half years I attended
the Sung Wha Methodist Seminary in
Pyongyang, where many young men
were trained for leadership in the
church . However, very soon after
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1945 Christians began to face much
difficulty under the North Korean
Communist regime , sometimes suffering persecution, imprisonment, and
martyrdom .
My father, a Christian minister, was
imprisoned with other Christian leaders by the North Koreans. He was
martyred for his faith during the first
year of the Korean War which broke
out just 30 years ago on June 25th . At
that time I experienced first hand the
cost of being a Christian as well as the
horrors of war.
After my father' s death , my mother
decided to send my younger brother
and me to the South . She believed it
was the best way to ensure our safety
and survival.
The decision was far from an easy
one for her or for us . My brother and I
fled from Pyongyang on a snowy
Sunday morning in December 1950.
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We followed long lines of United
Nations troops who were withdrawing
from North Korea pursued by the
Chinese Communist Army . In all ,
nearly half a million Koreans endured
experiences similar to my brother' s
and mine as we walked 18 days to
reach Pusan near the southern tip of
Korea .
Si nee it was a severely cold and very
dangerous time, only the young and
strong dared to venture on that long
walk South. As we traveled , my
brother and I thought again and again
of our four sisters, aged 14, 10, 8, and
4 months, and of our mother whom we
left behind .
We remembered how our mother
had come to the gate of our house,
held our hands, and murmured , " Pray
to God wherever you go, and we will
see each other's faces in our prayers ."
When we came to southern Korea as

refugees , my brother and I joi ned the
South Korean Marine Corps ; we
served as Marines for five years during
the Korean W ar. In 195 3 I came to the
United States for a six- months specia l
tra ini ng cou rse at the U .S. Marine
Corps . School in Quantico, Virginia .
Later, in 1956, after my discharge from
th e Marine Corps, I returned to
America as a student at Davis and
Elkins College in West Virgini a. Fo llowing my graduation I co ntinued my
studie s at Lou isville Pr esbyteria n
Seminary, Yale Divinity School , and
Chicago Theological Seminary . In
1959 I became pa stor of Westminster
Presbyteri an Church in Loui sv ille and
later served as a ca mpu s mini ster at the
university there . In those years I often
thought of how happy my mother
would be if she only could know that I
was following in my father's footsteps
as a Christian pastor.
Every day through the years since
my mother said farewell to us, I have
wondered about my family . Every day
since 1950 I have fervently wished
there were some way to hear from
them or about them. Were my mother
and my sisters alive? Would it ever be
possible for me to visit my childhood
home? For decades the frontier has
been a barrier of si lence. There was no
way to learn what happened to countless families like ours that had been
separated . The longing to know was
always with me, and as a Christian, I
co ntinued to dream about visiting the
North . I continued to pray for reconcil iation between our divided people and
to believe that some day I might be an
agent of that reconciliation .
Then, in the spring of 1978, an
unexpected opportunity arose to make
my long-dreamed visit home . The
occasion came while I was on a trip in
the Middle East, and I had to decide on
the spot, without previou s planning
and without consultations. I was filled
with both anticipation and anxiety as I
boarded a plane for Pyongyang .
On my arrival at the government
guest house in the Northern capita l,
my four sisters, who now live in a ci ty
about 100 miles north of Pyo ngya ng,
were brought to see me . I cannot
describe the emotions of love and joy
we shared in that reunion . First,
however, came sadness. I learned that
my mother had died in 1970; she had
waited 20 yea rs expecting and hoping
for news about me and my brother.
M y oldest sister now works in the
office of a North Korean government
coal mine . My second sister is employed in a government railroad de-

(Above) The author (center) with his four sisters during their reunion in
Pyongyang. (Below) The author as a child, holding his father's hand, in 1934 with
his parents, two brothers and a relative. His oldest brother, standing right, was
killed during the Korean War. His other brother, seated on his mother's lap, now
lives in South Korea.
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Mr. Rhee's third sister, shown here
with her children (top), works on a
farm . His second sister (above) is a
planning engineer with the railway
system.
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velopment and planning office . The
third works on a farm . My youngest
sister, who had been only four months
old when I left home, is now a
physician and surgeon .
Our hours together were insufficient
for all that we wanted to share with
each other, but at least we had the
privilege of seeing each other' s faces
again , a dream that has been denied to
countless members of Koreans who
have been separated from their families .
I found few traces of the old
Pyongyang I had known , except for the
beautiful Daedong River , its surrounding landscape and the famous
temple on Moranbong Mountain .
Now a city of 1,500,000, Pyongyang
is all-new, completely rebuilt after the
Korean War .
One of the most significant events of
my stay was my meeting with Mr. Kang
Ryang Wook, vice premier of North
Korea . I had known Mr. Kang years
ago when he was pastor of a Presbyterian church in Pyongyang. He had
been a close friend of my father during
my early years, and a colleague of my
mother as a teacher in a mi ss ion
school. That period was one in which
Pyongyang was cal led " the Jerusalem
of Korea " because of the vita Iity of its
Christian community.
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In my conversation with Vice Premier Kang I spoke of my hope that the
church would enjoy a more open
existence as a visible part of North
Korean society. The vice premier
assured me that there is freedom of
religion in North Korea. He told me
about Christians who worship in
homes and about the League of
Christian Believers. The League, he
explained, has its own office and staff.
He also said , rather apologetically,
that church buildings destroyed during
the war had not yet been rebui It
because people were busy with other,
essential construction .
As I searched in Mr. Kang's words,
and in my conversation with others ,
for glimpses of openness to the West I
was interested to learn that English is
taught both in high school and in
college. I also listened to the popular
early morning English lessons on the
radio.
As I boarded the plane to leave
Pyongyang, I felt joy over finding my
sisters and being with them , as well as
sorrow in being separated once again .
I do not know if, when , or how, we
will see each other again.
At the same time I returned to the
United States with a feeling of anxiety
about what my trip to North Korea
might mean . I had gone back to my

homeland, a journey that South Korean citizens wou Id be forbidden even to
think about. I experienced the agonizing necessity of not being able to share
the good news of my family reunion
even with my brother in Seoul , lest it
become a burden to him . I felt that I
had to keep my journey to myself until
now, almost two years later .
Among many thoughts to come out
of my travel, three main themes
preoccupy me. The first is my urgent
concern for the reuniting of other
separated families. Korean political
and military realities have until now
made it almost impossible for thousands of families who were unwillingly
separated by the circumstances of war
even to raise their voices in concern for
lost members left behind the 38th
Parallel.
It has been difficult and dangerous
to seek any information about loved
ones in both Koreas. An intense
longing to know more about one's
family-a longing held in common by
all people of North and South for three
decades-is one of the real , tangible
bonds that unites the Korean people.
The agony of waiting, of not knowing year after year what has happened
to those we love, is one of the supreme
human tragedies of our time.
My thoughts since my return also
have focused on the urgent need for
reconciliation in Korea . I have long
wondered what ways we can find to
enable people to work together to
avoid war, reduce tension , and find a
peaceful resolution to the hostilities
between North and South . Having
gone through war and seen its tragedy,
I am convinced that there must never
be another conflict in Korea . I ponder,
too, the human cost in casualties of the
war in 1950-53 . Such reflection will
sober any who might consider armed
strife as a solution to future problems.
Despite the political estrangement
that continues between the two
Koreas, there is an increasingly poignant necessity for reconci I iation.
Deeply broken relationships on the
Korean peninsula have caused alienation and estrangement and these have
had a costly effect upon all Korean
people. At the same time, every
Sunday morning Christians in South
Korea-and I dare say in North Korea
to~pray fervently for reunification .
The power of this desire to again be
one people in a commonality of
history, language and tradition should
not be underemphasized.
The urgency of time also casts its

The author in North Korea.

shadow upon the Korean people's
separation. Older generations in
Korea, those who once knew each
other and lived in the same area, hold
an understandably different view of
each other than younger generations
who have grown up one side or the
other of the 38th parallel. Younger
Koreans live in an atmosphere of
mutual ignorance, fear and hate. To
see and to acknowledge such strains
seem to make reconciliation increasingly difficult, but I cannot forget the
words of St. Paul, who insisted that we
are "no longer foreigners and strangers, but rather all God' s people and
fellow citizens of the family of God ."
While I was liaison officer for the
United Presbyterian Church in the
Middle East I saw parallels between
the situation in that troubled region
and the situation in Korea . I have been
inspired by efforts at reconciliation
such as President Sadat's courageous
visit to Jerusalem. Even after five tragic
wars between Egypt and Israel , people
on both sides are trying to learn the
meaning of reconciliation and how to
coexist peacefully . I wish that the
governments and people of North and
South Korea will find similar energy.
My third major reflection leads me
to seek ways in which the Gospel may
be recognized once more in the area
that is now North Korea . I realize that
this must be an indigenous way ,
representing a genuine Korean ex-

pression . I hope to find that the
Christian faith which I learned in
Pyongyang and which has meant so
much to me in these later years is still
alive, or may come alive again , in
North Korea .
These thoughts have formed themselves in my mind as a prayer for a
greater vision of a mission in Northeast
Asia that will be responsive to their
needs and realities. Along with St. Paul
I pray " that I may be bold in speaking
about the Gospel as I should ." But I
must ask myself what would the act of
speaking of the Gospel mean in a
socialist land like North Korea .
I hold the conviction that the Gospel
can and must be preached in socialist
countries , as has already been
demonstrated in several lands . And
yet, I am searching for a form that the
Christian community may take in a
land like North Korea . Is churchl y
Christianity as we know it viable there?
Or must we seek new understandings
of how the openness and newness of
the Gospel may be communicated in
the creative tensions that face al l
Koreans at this moment?
The Korean people have astounding
qualities of patience and enduran ce,
and they have long hoped for deli ve rance. Their patience, their endurance,
has made them a new " People of the
Promise" who look for a time of peace
and joy . The people of the Land of the
Morning Calm await the da ybreak. •
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Tight

Money

Times

atUMDF
Tracy Early

A UMDF loan enabled this congregation in Alexander, New York, to build a new
sanctuary after a fire.

"Over the
years the
United Methodist
Development
Fund has played
a significant
r0le in the
expansion of the
denomination."
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No money to loan-not right now .
That ' s the discouraging word
churches have been getting lately from
the United Methodist Development
Fund (UMDF), an agency administered by the National Division of the
General Board of Global Ministries .
In past years, about 1700 local
congregations heard a different message : "Yes, we can lend you money for
your building program ."
When a church needed to build but
couldn't get a loan from local sources,
or couldn't get a loan at a reasonable
rate of interest, it found another
possibility within its own denominational structure. UMDF accepts investment funds from units or individuals of the United Methodist Church ,
pays them an established interest rate
and then lends the money to local
United Methodist churches at a rate
just enough higher to cover administrative costs. Many tyµes of churches
found the answer to their problem s at
UMDF.
The Fort Morgan (Co lorado) United
Methodist Church wanted to renovate
its existing plant and add an activity
center, but the small local banks said
they already had so much of their
capital committed that they couldn 't
meet the church's need . UMDF came
through with a loan of $225 ,000, and
later increased it to $250,000 after fire
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struck the almost completed building
and the church had to start over.
A black church in Cincinnati , Ohio,
Gaines United Methodist, was growing. The congregation wanted to sell
its old building and construct facilities
better suited to their expanding ministry . UMDF granted a $200,000 loan
in 1979, which made possible construction of the first black United
Methodist building in Cincinnati for a
generation.
In Fairfax County, Virginia, near
Washington, the tiny, rural Burke
United Methodist Church faced the
challenge of a new housing development and the developer's offer of a
five-acre site for a new church building. From a membership of less than
100, the church could reasonably
expect to reach 500 within five years
and eventually 1500 or more . UMDF
made a $215 ,000 loan to help finance
the new building.
Another church in a growing area,
Centerport United Methodist on Long
Island, New York, concluded that for
serving its community more adequately different facilities would be required. UMDF offered its maximum
loan , $250,000. The church eventually decided to buy and renovate a
surplus publi c school rather than build
a new structure, and consequently
needed to borrow only $150,000 .

(Below) In Las Vegas,
Nevada, the black
congregation at Zion UMC
was able to build this new
sanctuary with the help of a
UMDF loan.

But since June 1979 the stories have
ended less happil y. UMDF has not
been able to make loans to churches .
The reason is a lack of investme nts in
the Fund . UMDF accepts investment
funds from individuals or organizations of the U.M .C., pays them an
established interest rate , and then
lends the money to local United
Methodist congregations to bui Id the
facilities they need . In the past thi s
worked well. Thecostofa UMDF loan
was usuall y lower than a co mmercial
loan , since administrative costs were
kept to a minimum , and keeping it
within the family simplifies Securities
and Exc hange Commission requiremehts. UMDF has never had enough
money to finance more than a fraction
of the new buildings-most churches
have to find a loan at a local lending

institution . But over the years UMDF
has played a significa nt role in the
expansion of th e denomination .
UMDF hi story goes back to the
Methodist Investmen t Fund set up by
the National Divi sion in 1959 and
Evangelical United Brethren Investment Fund incorporated in 1964 . They
were merged following the denominational union .
From 1964 through 1972, some
World Service Fund s were made
avai Iable by the General Conference
to help capitalize the Fund . Interest
earned by UMDF on its own funds ,
however, enables it to keep increasing
the capital fund to some extent.
The reason UMDF had to stop
making loans, George Williams explains, is that si nce 1978 investors
frequently withdrew their investments
in search of a higher interest rate. " I
don't blame people," said Mr. Williams, a layman who serves as executive secretary of the Fund , "when the
banks were advertising 12-14 percent,
our 8 percent didn 't look too good . We
appreciate those investors who stuck
with us, and we wish more people
would think of the mission value of
their investment, not just the money. "
Overall , UMDF's lending base decreased by $2 million in 19 78, $4
million in 1979, and ad ditional sums
in the earl y months of thi s yea r. But
commercial rates began coming
down , and by June fewer investors
were withdrawing from UMDF. Mr.
Williams anticipates that UMDF will
begin making loans again next yea r.

The high interest rates have had a
negative effect on many local
churches . In Trumbull , Connecticut, a
suburb of Bridgeport, Nichols United
Methodist Church decided to construct a new education and fellowship
building. When UMDF had to report a
lack of any available money for loans,
the church turned to a bank, which
charged 14 112 percent. Thi s means that
$144,000 extra will have to go to
interest payments-this is money
which could have been devoted to
local ministry or co ntributed to mission needs .
But if UMDF is going to provide the
kind of assistance needed in a time of
rapidl y escalating building costs , it
will have to receive more investments
from United Methodists, Mr. Williams
says.
Since the national membership of
the denomination has declined for
several yea rs, some people might
suppose little or no building is needed .
But Mr. Williams points out that this
does not take account of the need for
new churches in developing areas,
urban , subu rban and rural.
"A lso, there were a lot of church
buildings constructed around the turn
of the century, and man y of them are
wearing out, " he says. " Many of the
churches built during the boom of the
nineteen fifties were put up hastily and
are already needing renovation . And
some of the churches that started
building in the sixties are just now
finishing their master plans ."
Mr. Williams notes that although
UMDF may not pay the highest interest
of anyone in the money markets, it is
likewise far from the bottom . Its
current 8 percent rate is considerably
better than the 51.4 percent investors
get on ordinary passbook savings .
At the moment, it is also a lot better

"If UMD F is going
to provide the kind
of assistance
needed . . . it will
have to receive
more investments."
than owning stock in General Motors,
which reported massive losses in the
first two quarters of this year and paid
nothing in dividends . Investors w ho
hoped stocks would outrun infla tion
by increasing in value have often been
disappointed .
So the assura nce of getting a steady
rate of interest from UMDF, with

certai nty of redeem ing in vestments in
full , has its attractions.
Beyond al l these co nsi deration s li es
another importa nt d imension . " Many
people also see invest ing in the Fund
as an expression of thei r connectional
res ponsi bil ity as United Methodi sts,"
Mr. Willi ams says. " lt' s anotherwayof
bei ng a partner in mi ss ion with other
Un ited M eth odi sts."
An extraord inary example of thi s
sense of parti cipating in the mission of
For further info rmation on the
United Method ist Development
Fund , and a copy of the Prospectu s, write to UMDF, Room
303, 4 75 Riverside Dr ., New
York, N .Y. 10115 . Offering by
Prospectu s onl y.

the church occurred when the parents
of the Burke, Virginia, developer gave
$1 .2 million to the United Methodi st
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) for
investment in UMDF. The capital now
helps local churches build their plants,
and the interest helps the national
church fulfill its mission of offering
relief to the needy.
In a time when churches, church
agencies and church members are
giving more careful thought to investor
responsibility, Mr. Williams contends
that UMDF offers one of the best ways
for United Methodist investors to
secure a fair return on their money
while putting it effectively to work in
mission .
•
Tracy Earl y, a free- lance writer, is
freque n t contribu tor.

Centerport UMC on New York's Long Island converted a former school into a church with UMDF help.
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BANk SETTlEMENTSGod 's Will OR
MoRAlly UNAccEpTAhlE?
Grace Halsell

T

he sticking point in the IsraeliEgyptian peace talks continues
to be the West Bank, occupied
by Israel since the 1967 war. How
those talks go on , and what role the
Palestinians who live there will play,
depends to a great extent on the future
of the Jewish settlements which have
been established there in recent years .
For a year I lived on the West Bank,
among the Palestinians, and I learned
that many of the Israeli settlements are
being made by newly arrived Jewish
immigrants from the United States .
Linda and Bobby Brown , native
New Yorkers, and followers of the
ultranational istic Bloc of the Faithfu I or
Gush Emunim, seem typical of the ten
thousand Jewish settlers who have
moved onto the 2165 square mile
West Bank land that for centuries has
been inhabited by Palestinian Arabs .
Linda and Bobby live in a typical
Jewish outpost, a tiny cluster of a
dozen stark, prefabricated structures
that resemble trailers without wheels .
Their colony, called Takoa, sits on a
lonely Judean hill near Bethlehem and
is surrounded by Palestinian Arabs
who bitterly say the Jewish settlers
" stole" their land .
The settlers have built a tall iron
fence around their outpost. At night,
they flood the surrounding area with
strong searchbeams. All the male
settlers carry at each waking moment a
submachine gun . Israeli army sentries
stand guard day and night. Visiting a
settlement, I always felt I was entering
a prison compound.
In staying with the settlers , I was
especially curious about the nativeborn Americans, and what route they
had taken to arrive in one of the West
Bank settlements, which have been
condemned in and out of Israel as
illegal and immoral and a tinderbox
obstacle to Middle East peace .

Former New Yorkers Bobby and Linda Brown in their settlement near the Arab village of
Rafida on the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
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Linda Brow n, a th ird -generation
Am erican , is now an orthodox Jew ,
but she was not raised as one .
" M y parents seldom we nt to the
synagogu e, did not eat kosher and did
not object when my brother married a
Ge ntile . T h ey w e re ma i n st ream
Americ ans, assim il ated ," Linda relates as w e prepare supper one evening in her trail er home. She and
Bobby have a one-year-old daughter,
Geul a.
" Coll ege changed my life. There I
jo ined a Zionist youth movement,"
Linda says. A lmost without exception,
th e youn g native Amer icans on the
W est Bank to ld me the same story : in
co llege th ey joined a Zionist youth
movement and this gro up arranged for
them to vi sit Israe l. In the case of
Linda, " I met Bobby in Israel. " Brow n
had earned a master's degree in
education from the Brookl yn campu s
of Long Isl and University , and, like
Linda, was in Israel with a Zion ist
youth grou p.
" We became imbued with one goal:
to take possession of the land that God
promised us, Judea and Samaria,"
Bobby says, usi ng Biblica l names fo r
the West Bank.
They retu rned to America, got married and emi grated to Israel . Th en wi th
other Gush Emuni m members, all
heavi ly armed and protected by Israe li
sold iers, they moved themse lves and
16
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prefabricated houses by cover of night
onto 750 acres near the Arab village of
Rafida .
One even ing, I sat in a circle of
settlers under the stars. And we looked
to the flickering lights of nearby
vi llages inhabited by Arab farmers
w ho in these lands have herded their
sheep and planted their wheat and
their olive groves .
" The Arabs in Judea and Samaria
must go to other Arab countries . God
gave us all thi s land ," a settler, who
previously ran a Long Island dry
clean ing bus iness for 25 years, said .
The sett lers bel ieve Israel has a right
not onl y to the half of Palestine which
it w as allocated by the United Nations
in 1947, but al so to that portion of
Palesti ne it conquered and has militaril y occupied since 1967, territories
including the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip.
In the Palestin ian Arab village of
Rafida I talked with th e v illage leader
or mukhtar, Khah il Ahmad El-Mu 'ti , a
bearded man in long flow ering robe
and w hite sil k headgear.
Where was he born? I ask.
" There ! There, w here they are !"
And he points across the hills where
Linda and Bobby and the other Israeli
settlers are camped .
" We have al w ays li ved here," he
cont inues . " The land w as ow ned by
my grandfather' s grandfather. For hun-
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dreds of years w e have pl anted our
w heat and barle y on that land . We
depend on the land . They talk of
peace . And they take our land . How
w ill we live w ithout our land?" the
mukhtar asks.
At Newi Tzuf, near the West Bank
town of Ramallah , I found settlers
li vi ng in an old pri son -like fortress bui It
by the Turks during the Ottoman
Empire .
" Th e Jews came and sat in the
fortress, then they built a big fence and
enclosed 50 acres of land belonging to
my people," Amin Khalaf, a farmer
from the Arab village of Nebi Salah ,
told me . " We were cultivating grain
and orchards there, but the Jews told
us they wou Id shoot us if we attempted
to go there and tend our fields .
" We got an attorney, who filed a
request before the Supreme Court of
Israel, asking the Israelis to leave our
lands . But nothing happens . We wait
and wait for them to leave," the old
farmer said .
On New Year' s day, 1980, I awoke
among Jewish settlers-again, about
half were from the United States-living in prefabricated houses set on a
lonely hill overlooking the fields of
Arab farmers near Nablus, the largest
of the West Bank towns. On New
Year' s eve, I asked the settlers :
Were they going to celebrate?
" Celebrate what?" asks Zev Shaffer,
a blond, blue-eyed native of Monsey,
New Jersey . He adjusts his submachine gun . " Oh , New Year' s? I
forgot what day it was ." He and the
other settlers are tense, serious . I do
not hear laughter, only talk of war to
retain the West Bank.
Shaffer and the other settlers said
they would " never" leave Elon Moreh .
However, the Israeli Supreme Court
ruled they had taken private Arab land
and must evacuate . The Shaffers and a
couple of dozen other families were
forcibly moved by the Israeli Army to a
new site, also near Nablus. Arab
landowners there immediately filed
suit against them .
The Israeli government gives " security requirements" as its main reason
for confiscating Arab land. Many
Israelis disagree.
" A defense posture must include
more than tanks, planes arid missiles,"
the Israeli writer Meir Merhav said . " It
must include economic viability and
social integrity. The settlements do not
serve either."
" The settlements would actually
hamper the smooth conduct of war
and the country' s ability to deal
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cohesively with a frontal attack," the
Jerusa lem Post's military analyst Hirsh
Goodman writes. " In the event of war,
a large Israeli military force would be
required to protect the Jewi sh colonies
now planted in the midst of Arab
populations . And they would deter,
not aid, the military operations ."
Few if any of the settlements are
self-sufficient. An Israeli attorney, Felicia Langer, estimates each settlement
costs the government a million dollars
a year. " They are a primary source of
Israel 's devastating inflation ," Reserve

Opposite page: A tree-planting scene at
a Gush Emunim settlement at Shiloh
on the West Bank. This page: Jews
pray outside the walls of the lbrahimi
Mosque in Hebron, thought to contain
the remains of the patriarchs and
their wives. The site has•been the
scene of many clashes between
Arabs and Jews since the
creation of a Jewish
settlement in
1968.

Maj . Gen . Mattityahu Pel ed said.
Meanwhile, the Israeli s co ntinue
the 13-year-long occupation of militarily acquired land . As a kind of " title
claim " the Israeli s maintain that the
former rulers over the West Bank
Uordan) and the Gaza Strip (Egypt)
were not " legitimate sovereign s" because they were there as a result of
their alleged acts of aggression .
Therefore, the Israe lis argue, they are
not required to apply the humanitarian
law of the Ci vi I ians Convention for the
benefit of Palestinian Arabs in the
occu pied territories.
" The legal arguments of the Israeli
Government all have one feature in
common, to promote the territorial
expansion of the state," two U .S.

''WE bECAME iMbuEd
wiTlt ONE GOAL:
TO TAkE possEssioN
of TltE lANd TltAT
God pRoMisEd us,
Jud EA ANd SAMARiA."

There is disagreement within Israel itself over the settlements. An Israeli opposed
to them grabs a Jewish settler in Elazar on the West Bank during a demonstration.

attorneys have stated in a legal study
on "The Palestine Question."
The attorneys, Sally V. and W.
Thomas Mallison of George Washington University in Washington, D . C.,
point to Article 49 (6) of the Geneva
convention that states: "The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer
parts of its own civilian population into
the territory it occupies. "
By taking land inhabited by Arabs,
the Israelis "attempt first to evade the
application of the Geneva Civilians
Conventionandwhenthisfailstheytry
to construe the broad meaning of
Article 49 (6) in a narrow and restrictive manner so that Israeli settlements
are exempted from its terms," the
Mallisons write .
Many Israelis agree with the Mallisons. As one example, Nathan Feinberg, Professor of International Law
Emeritus of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, writing in Ha ' Aretz, states
that the legal arguments of the Begin
government for holding the Arab-in18
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habited lands are not sound. He
concludes that the Civilians Convention is applicable and that Article 49
(6) does prohibit the Israeli settlements
in occupied territories.
The United States has maintained
consistently that Jewish settlements on
lands inhabited by Palestinian Arabs
are i I legal, and recently legislation was
proposed that would deduct a portion
of American aid that goes to pay for
such settlements .
"We send more than two billion
dollars to Israel ," Senator Adlai Stevenson of Illinois pointed out on the
floor of the U.S . Senate, adding that
"Israel receives almost as much military and economic assistance from the
U .S. Government as all the other 99.9
percent of the world ' s people combined.
"To say the least," the senator
continued , "it does not reflect a
balanced consideration of U .S. interests in the world to earmark almost half
of all U.S. security assistance for less
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th an one-tenth of one percent of the
world 's people ."
Steven son proposed withholding
$150 million of economi c support,
saying " that amount reflects a conservative estimate of what the Israeli
Government is spending annually on
its West Bank settlements ."
President Carter on April 30, 1979,
stated , " We do consider the creation
of Israeli settlements in these areas as
being inconsistent with international
law, and as I've said many times , they
are an obstacle to peace ."
On March 1, 1980, the United
States voted with the other 14 United
Nations Security Counci I members to
rebuke Israel for its increasing settlements in Arab territories . " We regard
settlements in the occupied territories
as illegal under international law, and
we consider them to be an obstacle
to .. . a comprehensive , just and
lasting peace in the Middle East,"
Donald F. McHenry, the U. S. delegate said.
After the vote, that calls on Israel to
" dismantle the existing settlements, "
was cast, President Carter said he did
not mean to cast such a vote since
Jerusalem was also mentioned.
In reality, however, the United
States vote in favor of the UN resolution was not that far from the spirit of
the Carter administration policy on the
Middle East.
Increasingly, many American Jews
are seeing the settlements as obstacles
to Middle East peace . Fifty-nine prominent American Jews, inc Iud i ng Jerome
B. Wiesner, president of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and
composer-conductor Leonard Bernstein , published an open letter stating
that "a policy which requires the
expropriation of Arab land unrelated
to Israel 's security needs and which
presumes to occupy permanently a
region populated by 750,000 Palestinian Arabs, we find morally unacceptable . . . "
Most other nations of the world also
find these settlements unacceptable .
However, the combination of argu ments of national security and biblical
sanction have led to stubborn defiance
on the part of the settlers who believe
they are doing the will of God. At the
moment, at least under Prime Minister
Begin , these settlers have the support
of the Israeli government.
•

Crace Halsell, journalist and author, i
writing a book about her experiences in the
We st Bank.

iss ionary service in the Ph ilippines had special signi fica nce
for the Rev. Mel vin G . Wi lliams and his w ife, Virgini a, w ho
recentl y returned to the United States
after a three-year edu cational and
pastoral assignment in Manila .
For Mr. Williams, a black United
Methodist minister, the experience
capped a c hildhood dream . And
preaching to and learning from Asian
and international congregation s provided a moving reminder of the
universal nature of the Church.
For Mr s. Williams, a Filipina American , missionary service offered
the chance to return to her homeland
and her alma mater, Harris Memorial
College Development Center for
Women , where she had trained as a
deaconess. A year after she arri ved ,
Harri s put her in charge of the school.
At a United Methodist mi ssionary
gathering, the co uple traced their
paths to and through missionary service abroad .
Mr. Williams came from a broken
home in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn and was raised by
foster parents . A loving foster mother
and " a guidance counselor who had
faith I cou Id be somebod y" encouraged him .
" I dreamed as a child of being a
medical missionary in Africa but I got
TB so thi s wasn 't possible," he recalled .
At the suggestion of a Methodist
social worker, he went to Drew
University, where he earned undergraduate and divinity degrees. At
Drew he met Virginia , who was
earning a master' s degree in Christi an
education on a Crusade scholarsh ip.
" The Church was always an important part of my life," Virginia Williams
said of her childhood in the Ph i lippines . " My parents were very acti ve
Methodists . They wanted their children to serve the Church . My father
was a prisoner of the Japanese in the
Philippines during World War II and
he suffered terribly . He nearly died
from malnutrition . When he re covered , I gave thanksgiving to God by
becoming a deaconess."
She worked as a deaconess, earned
a bachelor' s degree from Philippine
Christian College, studied at Drew and
helped staff the literature department
of the United Methodist Church of the
Philippines before marriage in 1957 .
For most of the 23 years they have

M

Melvin and Virginia
Williams

-Part of a
World-Wide Family
Ellen Clark
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b en married , Mr. William ha er ed
churche in ew York Cit and , since
1973, in M ichiga n. Mr . Wil liam ha
taught, directed edu catio nal programs
and as isted her husba nd in chu rc h
work .
" I have always been accepted by
black co ngregations," Virgi nia W illiam said. " I had a baby the fi rst yea r
we were married . There's nothin g like
a baby fo r gathering a co ngrega tion
arou nd ."
In 19 77 the W il liamses were inv ited
b Harris Memoria l Co llege to joi n th e
fac ult . The time seemed right, Mrs.
Willia ms sai d, beca use their two
children had compl eted high sc hool.
(Ruth , the oldest, is now stud ying
nursing at M ichigan State University.
Lydia has dropped out of college for a
time to join a black theater group in
Wa shington , D .C. ) It would enable
Mrs. Williams to use her skill s (she had
done further studying in elementary
edu cation at Long Island University)
and Mr. W ill iams (who had completed
an M . D iv . degree at Gammon) to
better understand the Philippines.
" He had been to the Philippines
before and had no trouble adju sting,"
Mrs . Wil liams said . " I remember my
grandmother with Mel. She couldn 't
speak English so she just kept stroking
his arm and straighten ing hi s shirt. "
A year after the Wi 11 iamses arrived at
Harri s, the principal retired a·nd the
principal-designate, Zenaida Lumba ,
w as unprepared to return from her
studies in the U.S. Virginia Williams
became the school ' s officer in charge .
" It was an unexpected honor and
privi lege," exclaimed Virginia Williams . " Harris is the onl y school in
Southeast Asia that trains women for
full-time church work. Its graduates
have worked side by side with church
leaders . You can ' t mention the Methodi st Church of the Philippines without mentioning Harri s."

M el W ill ia ms taught Bible, th eo logy
and church and comm unity co urses at
Harr is . " He did a lot of co unse ling
and , fo r wa nt of a better wo rd , w as a
'fa th er figure'," added hi s w ife. " In the
students' evalu ation s, my husband
w as rated as very loving," she said
proudl y.
Mel Will iam s had no qualms about
working for hi s w ife, both partners
agreed . " When we w ere in Nashville
not long ago, someone at the Board of
Discipleship said·to M el, 'Virginia was
reall y your boss?' and he answered ,
'Yes, and a good one! ' " she said with
pleasure.
Mel William s, gentle and good
humored like his wife, noted , " Most of
her life Virginia has been known as
Mel William s' s wife. For two years I
was known as the officer-in-charge's
husband . It was a good experience for
her ."
Besides teaching at Harris, Mel
Wi 11 iams was assistant pastor for a year
of Village United Methodi st Church in
Quezon City, a Manila suburb, and
interim pastor for six months of Union
Church of Manila, an interdenominational , international congregation .
" I was fully accepted as their pastor,
not as a black man but as a servant of
the Lord ," he said . " I was asked to stay
and was tremendously thrilled . That
spoke to me of how the Church can
break down barriers that frequently
separate us. "
The Williamses did not stay, however . They returned to the U .S. in May
at the telephoned request of United
Methodi st Bishop Edsel Ammons of
the Michigan Area . Mr. Williams had
developed a black congregation in
Detroit in 1973 and now the bishop
wanted him to start a new congregation in Benton Harbor, one of five
black churches planned by the West
Michigan Conference .

" Benton Harbor is about 85 percent
bl ack," Mr. Williams said . " It' s a
community with high unemployment
and low education . The downtown
area is almost abandoned. It has great
potential as a mission area ."
His work in the Philippines would
prove helpful in this new venture, Mr.
Williams maintained.
" Being in mission in the Philippines
broadened my understanding of mission ," he said . " I want to be the means
of sharing that, of encouraging outreach and giving of both money and
persons within the black community
and in the ethnic minority local
church ."
Mrs. Williams intends to work in
education, curriculum writing and
leadership training for the Church .
" I also hope to have my deaconess
relationship transferred from the Philippines to the United States," she said .
Returning to Harris rekindled that
interest .
Mel and Virginia Williams are grateful to the Church for the opportunity to
be missionaries .
Speaking of his first encounter with
the World Division missionary community in 1977, Mr. Williams said , " I
was deeply conscious of my participation in a world-wide family, the
worldwide ministry of the Church ."
At the missionary conference closing his overseas term in 1980, he
listened to the retiring missionaries
and observed , "I was very moved by
the kinds of sacrifice and devotion
[they) evidenced. Their contributions
to various countries were broad and
varied-in agriculture , education ,
technical and industrial education , in
medicine, administration , social
work, piloting. It moved me to realize
that what we need to do is help people
become aware of the vast range of
skills that could be used in mission
work. "
•
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houghts of undersized carrots
being fed to animals or dented
cans that are thrown away are
enough to curl the hair of a growing
group of social activists around the
nation.
They are operators of food banks-a
new concept in helping America's
hungry. The banks serve low income
people in need, and aid America's
food industries by providing higher
than usual tax write-offs.
Food banks are now operating in 80
areas, 32 of them united in a food
salvage network where donated surplus food is distributed.
"It works this way," explained John
van Hengel of Phoenix, Ariz., director
of Second Harvest, the apt name of the
national network. "Food companies,
and sometimes farmers, often have
produce left over after a normal sales
period. There may be carrots that are
too small to meet package standards or
tomatoes or potatoes that are too
small. The food is not spoiled and it's
nutritious, but it could be thrown
away. Under the food bank plan,
companies give this produce to a food
bank which distributes it to charitable
organizations for feeding programs.
For giving the food to an authorized
bank, the company can write off up to
150 percent of the production cost."
The same principle applies to processed food, van Hengel said. "Mislabeled or dented cans, overruns, all
can be contributed to a food bank. In
this way the company is helping poor
people and at the same time getting a
tax advantage."
St. Mary's Food Bank in Phoenix
pioneered the food bank concept. The
program there began in 1966, serving
about 30 charitable agencies and
community organizations which had
feeding programs. Today about 286
agencies receive two million pounds
of food annually from the bank.
Beginning with Roman Catholic

support, St. Mary's Food Bank today is
nondenominational. So are the other
food banks around the country.
Churches, including the General
Board of Global Ministries' National
Division, provide some support to
many of them.
To protect itself and the companies,
charitable agencies sign disclaimers
that the food is accepted "as is." The
agency releases St. Mary's and the
company donating food from any
liability resulting from the condition of
the food. "It's up to the agency
accepting the food to evaluate it,"
explained van Hengel.
This is not to say that any of the food
banks deliberately give away spoiled
food. St. Mary's and most of the larger
banks have their own refrigerated
warehouses to store and trucks to
transport food.
The Gleaners Community Food
Bank in Detroit has freezers at its

warehouse and a forklift for hoisting
packages. Such sophisticated operations allowed the Detroit bank to
handle 400,000 pounds of frozen
butter beans donated by a food processor when the local bean market was
saturated. "We got the beans in two
semiloader trucks," said Midge Feliska, Gleaners manager. "They were
packed in 1,000 containers so we had
to pour them into smaller packages at
the warehouse. Next time the company put them into smaller containers
for us!"
Gleaners Food Bank, and others,
also use volunteers to gather food from
local farmers. "There's often waste in
harvesting, and we eliminate that,"
Ms. Feliska stated . "Many senior
citizens glean, as well as Girl and Boy
Scouts and church groups. We've
even had some Vietnamese boat people who picked for us."
Gleaning is part and parcel of the

Teenagers help glean apples at a orchard near Detroit's Gleaners Community Food
Bank. Twenty-six tons were picked on this occasion.
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Gene Gonya, president of the
Gleaners Community Food Bank,
unloading a donation of milk from
the Borden Company.
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Santa Clara County, Calif., Food Bank
where four to five hundred persons
take part. They also sort and process
the fresh food , which includes apricots
and other locally grown fruit.
Santa Clara Food Bank also has an
extensive salvage program with food
companies by which it serves about
1 SO agenc ies . It also exchanges salvaged food with other food banks in
northern California, acting as the
central clearing house.
Distribution of food is important.
One bank may be swamped, for
example, with a large quantity of
canned potatosalad . lfthecanscan be
shared with other banks, they won't go
to waste.
But exchanging food requires good
transportation and storage facilities,
something the new Second Harvest
national network is working to promote. One problem is that most food
banks are in the West, while many
donating food processors and companies are in the East and South.
Thirty-two banks do exchange food,
however, and Second Harvest is dedicated to expanding this number. Community Services Administration in
Washington with a grant and a small
group of food producers have done
much to help the growth of the young
network. The National Division contributed $5,000 and plans to provide
more under the new quadrennium's
hunger emphasis.
" Prior to this," said Betty Henderson, division assistant general secretary, " we've supported farm to market
approaches, food cooperatives, and
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other ways of eliminating the middleman. We think food banks are a good
new way of getting nutritious food,
which much packaged food is, to
people."
Second Harvest aids food banks by
providing tips on bookkeeping and
accounting methods that will satisfy
the Internal Revenue Service. Network
certification requirements include
controlled storage warehousing, full
time warehouse management, recognition by the IRS and at least 50
"congregate feeding" agencies being
supplied on a regular basis.
Experienced food bankers help
others. Midge Feliska, for example,
has helped set up banks in Columbus,
Cincinnati, and Cleveland in Ohio and
in Indianapolis. She may do more
regional organizing in the future.
There's also a plan to organize five to
six satellite food banks in Michigan.
These may get salvaged food from
Gleaners in Detroit and "glean" from
farmers in their areas.
Santa Clara and St. Mary's food
banks also operate emergency food
box programs. St. Mary's packs 25
items into a box, enough to feed a
family for three days. Since Arizona
lacks an emergency food stamp program, this service is important, van
Hengel said. "There's been a 20
percent increase in need for boxes
since the first of the year. We depend
on donations of money to purchase the
food . Some donated produce can be
used if it's not too perishable. We
remove the product labels when putting it in the boxes. "

Food banks and box programs have
to be certain that food is not resold
after they release it. If so, companies
would lose their tax deduction.
There's also a danger of liability if
families used salvage food.
To address this, California, Oregon
and Washington have passed "Good
Samaritan" legislation which states
that the donor of perishable-salvageable food will be "held harmless" from
liability if the products have been
stamped "donated." This legislation
has not yet been tested in the courts,
but food box program operators are
watching developments closely .
Santa Clara food bank distributes a
weekly food bag to 3,000 senior
citizens, using all donated food . "We
carry heavy insurance and our storage
faci Ii ties comply with every health and
safety regulation,'' said Mary Ellen
Heising, executive director.
The food salvage program is apparently attractive to the food industry.
An article on food banks in the July,
1979 issue of "Food Engineering," a
trade journal, resulted in 190 inquiries
by food companies to Second Harvest,
according to van Hengel.
He attributes the interest to good
corporate social responsibility, as well
as tax savings. Mary Ellen Heising says
it's "the first time I've seen business
and non-profit organizations working
together so successfully on social
problems. 11
She doesn't believe the emergency
food boxes create dependency. "The
best thing senior citizens on fixed
incomes can have is an incentive to get
nutritious diets. Anything we can do to
help them stay healthy is important."
Participation of seniors in the program
by working also reduces the "handout" concept, she believes.
With unemployment rising in certain sections of the country, food
banks may soon be serving more and
more middle class people. Detroit's
bank is a good example. "We think the
real crunch will come when unemployment benefits run out and charitable agencies also have less income
because financially troubled corporations aren't contributing as much
money," said Ms. Feliska. "Gleaners
already has had to overlook shared
maintainance fees from some agencies
because of this. We're surviving, but
there are some lean days."
•

Volunteers for gleaning can vary quite a lot in age.

Ms. M yer is senior staff writer, Department
of Interpretive Services, General Board of
Global Ministries .
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Why I Am For the Unionizing oi Farmworkers:
A Theological Reflection
John Powers
"To not take sides is to side with

those in power."

Gustavo Gutierrez

As a pastor of an inner-city parish in
which hundreds of poverty-stricken
farmworkers reside and as one who
has experienced first hand the work
day of a Florida farmworker, it is
without hesitation that I take sides with
the unionization efforts of farmworkers. There are biblical and theological considerations that play an
important part in that commitment.
Incarnation

" The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us" Uohn 1 : 14). Jesus of
Nazareth was "God with us." He
dwelt with us and involved himself in
our affairs. This is the meaning of
Incarnation . For us, as disciples of
Jesus, called to follow in his steps, the
question facing us is: Where is the
Word becoming flesh for us today?
Where is Incarnation today? To answer
this question we must look to Jesus and
see where he placed himself, with
whom did he identify and take sides.
Jesus' birth did not take place in a
royal palace nor did his ministry have
much impact on the powerful and
rich. In fact, Jesus' message was
certainly a scandal and a stumbling
block for the rich and powerful (see the
story of the rich young man-Mark 10:
17-22) . Jesus ' message was even
antagonistic to the rich and powerful
(the rich man and Lazarus-Luke
16:19-31 ). Jesus said he came to
liberate the poor, the oppressed and
those who suffer.
As Mary's song of the Magnificat
illustrates, God in the person of Jesus
takes sides with the lowly over against
the rich and almighty (Luke 1 :51-53) .
Jesus who came from the outcast
region of Galilee (can anything good
come out of Nazareth ?), moved
among the poor and outcasts . As Adolf
Holl in his book Jesus in Bad Company
states: " It is not difficu It to visualize the
constitution of Jesus' first audience:
piece workers, tenant farmers , itinerant shepherds, fishermen , perhaps a
few artisans, and some women and
children ." The message is clear. If we
24
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are to discover where the Word is
becoming flesh in the world today we
must not look to the rich or the
powerful. Rather we must discover
Christ through standing alongside the
suffering, sick, and wretched.
The 1977-1978 United Methodist
Florida Conference Task Force on
Church and Agriculture , in their 1978
Conference report, point out that
Florida farmworkers and their families
are in a " disadvantaged economic
position and are not provided an
income commensurate with the labor
exerted and with their income needs. "
Further, of the over 150,000 farmworkers, of whom over half are Florida
residents , most "receive no fringe
benefits, live in deplorable housing
and are limited to available health
care" (Task Force Report 1978). On
top of that, farmwork is considered the
third most hazardous industry in the
United States .
But what about the farm owners
who employ the farmworkers through
labor contractors? Are they not mostly
family farmers just trying to scratch out
a living? Not so, according to the
Tallahassee-based Association of Migrant Organizations. The Association
points out that:
The myth has been carefully fostered that independent family farmers,
themselves struggling for survival,
would be hard hit, or even bankrupt,
by raising standards for farmworkers .
But small farmers are not the prime
employers : rather, since their products
compete in the same market with the
corporate giants who hire most farmworkers, their own incomes are driven
down toward the level of the hired
farmworkers .
Taking sides with farmworkers in
their efforts to unionize is to take sides
with the poor and powerless as they
face the power and wealth of multinational corporate giants . Taking sides
with farmworkers in their struggles
takes seriously the theological element
of Incarnation .
Discipleship in the Kingdom of God

According to theologian Gabriel
Fackre, the Kingdom of God that Jesus
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proclaimed and embodied is " Shalom, the vision of liberation and
reconciliation among God , humanity
and nature." For Gustavo Gutierrez
the hope of the kingdom is a hope for
" complete communion of humans
with God and humans among themselves." To live in light of the Kingdom
means to participate in the liberation
of a dehumanized humanity. Disciples of Jesus are called to follow His
lead in proclaiming and being signposts of God 's Kingdom . How do we
as disciples do this? Let me suggest two
ways .
First of all disciples proclaim and
embody the Kingdom by opposing
those elements in society which subvert the vision of justice, equality,
peace and wholeness. For many in
Florida this has meant joining farmworkers as they organize themselves to
fight exploitation , low wages, substandard housing, no health care
benefits and no voice in their economic lives.
Secondly, disciples proclaim and
embody the Kingdom by " anticipation
of the positive. " We do not lay the
blueprint for the Kingdom. Only God
knows what the Kingdom ultimately
will look like. But we are called to
point the way through the telling of
parables and the creating of acted
parables or signposts, which reflect the
justice, equality, peace and wholeness of the Kingdom . For many of us in
Florida this has meant supporting the
contract between the United Farmworkers Union and the Minute MaidCoca-Cola Corporation . This contract
has led to better working and living
conditions, a fairer wage and a sense
of dignity and pride as workers now
have some power over their work lives
and futures.
Cross-Resurrection-Hope

The Cross represents the ultimate
expression of Incarnation . His identification with the poor and wretched is
so complete that God in Jesus participates in the ultimate human suffering-death . The cross is Jesus' death at
the hands of the powers of death and
the forces of Satan . Resurrection
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means that death and evi I wi 11 not have
the last word . God will triumph in the
end . Jesus is alive, and the way and the
truth that he proclaimed and embodied have an ultimate future. It is the
promise that there is hope.
So where does the disciple who is
called to be with Jesus and to follow in
His steps fit into the cross-resurrection-hope dialectic? Disciples are
called to do the " Jesus thing" which
will lead to self-sacrifice, suffering and
the cross . Being with Jesus does not
mean that because Jesus has gone to
death we do not need to go, but rather
now that he has gone to death , we are
free and able to do so .
The Crucifixion is not, therefore,
something the Church glories in ,
except insofar as it is prepared to have
its own sufferings and allow them also
to be glory. Jesus gathers a group of
companions dying and rising with
him , not a mass of worshippers
clinging to the benefits of his death.
Disciples are called to a life in light

of the hope of the Kingdom which will
inevitably lead to conflict with the
powers of death . As Jurgen Moltmann
states , " Peace with God means conflict with the world, " and it may also
lead to the cross.
In Florida that has inevitably led to
conflict over the neglect of and injustice toward farmworkers . This conflict
may not lead to the cross but it may
lead to unpopularity or ostracism in a
community or church that is antiunion or prejudiced toward ethnic
minorities (the majority of Florida
farmworkers are black and Chicano).
But disciples live in faith that life
follows death . Although their struggles
for that which is right and just seem
hopeless at times, disciples live with
hope and assurance that the victory is
won-that death , injustice, greed ,
hate, neglect and apathy wi 11 not have
the last word .
•

"We must discover
Christ through
standing alongside
the suffering,
sick and wretched."

Rev. Jo hn Powers is pas tor of N ebraska
Avenue UMC in Tampa , Flo rida .
New World Outlook • November 1980

[457]

25

al

Bl
SC

al
ol

h

~
IE

Ii

n

d

Students gathering tangerines from the school orchard (above, left). Loyd Schaad points to papayas, which grow year-round and
some of which weigh over 20 pounds (above, right).

In the Kalahari the Desert Does Bloont
Ralph E. Dodge
In spite of the hot sun , blowing sand ,
dry weather, and nematodes, the
Kalahari Desert in Botswana, Africa,
has blossomed forth under the experienced hand of Loyd Schaad , an
agricultural genius from Oregon . Of
course, water from the Thamalakane
River, dung from neighboring cattle
kraals, and carefully selected seeds
form a part of the miracle which is
taking place at the Maun Secondary
School in Botswana, but that is part of
Loyd's expertise. From as far away as
the capital city of Gaberone gray heads
are shaking and young ones nodding at
stories of what, gi ven the proper
ingredients, the sands of the Kalahari
can produce, in addition to diamonds .
The miracle of Maun is spoken about
with deep interest and appreciation
throughout the country and beyond .
Loyd Schaad, his wife Margaret, a
trained nurse, and their baby daughter
Barbara left the Willamette Valley of
Oregon in 1947. Their first stop
overseas was Portugal where they
learned the Portuguese language as
26
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Methodist missionaries assigned to
Angola . Upon their arrival in Africa
Loyd immediately took over the outdoor activities at the large Quessua
rural mission center and Margaret
concentrated her attention on training
nurse aides for the local hospital and
the community. Loyd was later the
di rector of Quessua Mission Station for
nearly fifteen years . Together they
raised six strong healthy children as
they imparted to the African people the
secrets of a healthy and abundant life .
Their deep interest in the church ,
school , and other community activities soon established them as a family
to emulate.

Service in Angola
On his early furloughs Loyd continued to study horticulture and with
each return to Angola brought back to
Quessua new cuttings and stock from
Hawaii , California, Florida , and South
Africa . Quessua became the fruit
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basket of the community with specialties finding their way to the homes of
the district governor in Malange and
the Provincial Governor in far away
Luanda, the capital city.
As the Schaad children began to
leave home for university training
abroad, the political unrest in Portuguese Africa increased, developing
into a wholesale war of liberation. As
often happens, foreign missionaries
were falsely accused of instigating the
uprisings and many missionaries were
either imprisoned or expelled by the
Portuguese authorities, finally leaving
the Schaads as the only Methodist
missionary couple in Angola. They
remained at their post for a period of
ten years without furlough , but finally
it became imperative for them to take a
break from the growing tensions . They
planned to return after only a few
months and had oral reassurance from
one of the Portuguese authorities, but
when they tried to return , they were
denied permission even to obtain their
personal possessions .

Starting Over
The Mi ss ion Board gave them three
alternatives: Zaire, Sierra Leone, or
Botswana where a new secondary
school wa s being organi zed in cooperation with the Congregational Church
of Southern Afri ca. The first two places
had established agriculture programs ;
the last named had nothing except a
hot sun and dry sand y soi I riddled with
nematodes . Never afraid of a challenge, the Schaads chose to start over
again in Botswana . With the baby of
the family , Linda , they arrived in Maun
in April , 1971 , to find the only high
school in northwest Botswana just
beginning to function . Fortunately the
house in which they were to live was
nearing completion . Margaret immediately established a clinic and Loyd
an agricultural program to provide

(Above) Bishop and Mrs. Dodge
(center) with Loyd and Margaret
Schaad. (Below) Students
transplant onion seedlings. Each
student has his or her own garden
plot for three years; all they grow
is their own.

food for the students and to teach them
how to replace the imported fruits and
vegetables with fresher, cheaper, and
more abundant fare . Much had been
accomplished by the time that the
Schaads retired this fall.
First came the clearing of the land
and building of fences . Then the
installation of an irrigation system with
water pumped from the Thamalakane
River and a program of soi I enrichment
with dung from the cattle kraal a of the
community . Seedbeds and nurseries
for fruit trees and flowering shrubs
were early established and the Maun
Secondary School soon became a
flowering garden.
A Flowering Garden
In time, the area under cultivation
gradually increased and now embraces about twenty acres extending
from the river bank a quarter of a mile
inland . First come the orchards of
various varieties of citrus fruit, papaya,
mangoes, mulberries, guava, and bananas . They are experimenting with
peaches and new varieties are being
tested. Following the orchards are the
plots for the students with each boy
and girl responsible for a vegetable
plot fifty feet square. At least four kinds
of vegetables are grown by each one
and the students are graded more on
what they produce than on their
theoretical knowledge . When I visited
Maun in May (autumn in Botswana)
the most popular vegetables were
tomatoes, beets, cabbage, onions,
and peas . I was told that during the hot
season there would be a different
combination so that each student
would have experience in raising at
least eight different vegetables.

Beyond the student plots were the
large commercial acres that produ ce
for the school dining hall and the local
market. There I saw variou s stages of
development from green shoots peep- .
ing through the moist soil to vegetables
ready to harvest : acres of carrots,
cabbage , onions , sweet potatoes ,
peppers, beans, eggplant, and chard .
Nothing is wasted as vegetable tops go
to the laying hens and the growing pigs
which , in return , provide food for the
students and fertilizer high in nitrogen
for the gardens . However, the main
source of organic material is the
pulverized dry manure from the cattle
kraals .
Master gardener Schaad is the first to
admit that insects and pests are a
problem but with vigilance can be
controlled by modern pesticides . For
the fruit he prefers the systemic varieties which make for cleaner fruit. He
also admits that the school gardens are
not yet self-supporting, but they provide teaching opportunities and good
food for the students. The service
aspect goes far beyond the local
school as thousands of seedlings,
shrubs, and trees are given to primary
schools and community organizations
throughout the area.
So Maun Secondary School has an
enviable reputation all over Botswana,
not only for excellent academic records but also for food in abundance,
beauty of flowering trees, and generosity in sharing.
•

Bis hop Ralph E. D o dge is a vetera n of th e
A fri ca sce ne . H e recently came o ut of
retireme nt to serve as interim acting head
of th e SJ lisbu ry Area d uri ng Bishop Abel
M uzo rewa's leave of absence.
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Like an lnea Rainbow
Fred Bronkema
Machu Picchu (Ma-chew Peachchew) is one of the wonders of the
world. Located high in the Andes
mountains in Peru , on top of one of the
peaks, Machu Picchu was discovered
in modern times only in 1911 .
During the twentieth century it has
become a symbol and place of pilgrimage : a symbol-for it was the only
major Inca city never to be conquered
by the Spanish conquistadors; a place
of pilgrimage-as yearl y thou sands of
Latin Americans make the long difficult journey into the cloud s to experience what often becomes not only a
new feeling but also a new beginning
of liberation and human dignity .
As I made my way on February 22 ,
1980, to Machu Pi cchu with two
friend s, we suddenl y glanced out the
train wi ndow and there w as a rainbow
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after a turbulent thunderstorm . The
rainbow seemed to be dipping into the
silver waters of Willkamayu-the sacred river of the Incas-which swirls
around the base of the mountain and
city of Machu Picchu. Such rainbows
and their colors were an integra l part of
the life and lore of the Incas , becomi ng
the colors of their flag or banner,
signifying after torrents and floods a
new beginning in their life, work and
community .
The descendants of the Incas have
sought a new beginning for a long
time . Four hundred and fifty years ago
Francisco Pizzaro and his Spanish
conquistador s, using intrigue and
force , entered Ecuador and Peru and
conquered all the indigenous Inca
tribes, all except those hidden in the
mysteriou s, secluded Machu Picchu .

New World Outlook • November 1980

It is here that one can sti 11 see one of the
most intricate and productive agricultura l systems of terracing ever developed in Latin America , a system
which was the backbone of this once
beautifu l and prosperous civilization.
The Spanish colo nialists eventually
destroyed the communal , cooperative
life-style of the tribes, laying the land
barren throughout Ecuador and Peru ,
reaching finally the highest, largest
navigable lake in the world-Lake
Titicaca, which separates Peru and
Bolivia . This lake, at an altitude of
12 ,500 feet, had numerous Inca tribes
along its shores. When the Spanish
arrived most of the tribes fled higher
into their Andean mountains . But one
tribe, the Uros, escaped back into Lake
Titicaca . There among the reeds which
appear as Inca gold in the Peruvian
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sunset, the Uros built floating islands.
Over the centuries the reeds have al so
provided the material for homes,
boats, tourist souvenirs and even food
from the tender roots . Such fierce
determination to remain free and
independent has symbolized these
descendants of the Incas for nearly five
centuries. Even in poverty, they have
kept their human dignity and sought a
new beginning, like an Inca rainbow .
Yet history and modern day reality
record how difficult the struggle has
been not only for the Incas but all
Indian populations throughout Latin
America. The Spanish colonial system
was built especially upon the foundations of the Inca (South America) and
Mayan (Central America) civi lizations. Ancient Inca temples were
transformed into cathedrals . Traditional values were replaced by Western economic and political colonialism . The Indians became veritable
slaves even though they were the
majority in many countries, while the
wealthy families of Latin American
countries and their dictators-supported by the political and economic
structures of the Western nationsbecame richer and richer.
But there are definite sign s of hope
for these Inca descendants, particularly for those along the shores of Lake
Titicaca, Peru . Several tribes, including the Uros who still live on their
floating islands, are uniting into eleven
weaving cooperatives making sweaters from the wool of the alpaca and
forming what is called an Epressa de
Propriedade Social (EPS)-an enterprise or industry of social property .
Ironically the idea for such industries (EPS) grew out of a military coup
in 1968 when the leader, General Juan
Velasco Alvarado, became president
and revealed a deep human concern
for the descendants of the Incas. He
and his colleagues began a progressive
agrarian reform program enabling
many Inca tribes to recover some of
their lost land. President Velasco also
decided to experiment with industries
of social property which are workerowned and worker-managed enterprises . Such a concept has taken time
to become a viable endeavor, but now
there are over 50 of these prospering
enterprises throughout Peru-run by
the workers.
After General Velasco's death in
19 74, there was a move by some of the
more conservative military to do away
with this business sector of EPS . Yet
somehow the supporters of this sector
of Peruvian economy won out. Two

One of 4,000 women engaged in the co-operative called Epressa de Propriedade Social
(EPS). Below, one of the un usual floating islands made of reeds of the Uros tribe.

The loan to the
Incas to make
this happen has
been provided by
the Ecumenical
Development
Cooperative
Society

Top to bottom: Magnificent Machu
Picchu, lncan men today and
women weaving alpaca sweaters
for EPS.
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years ago the EPS concept was firmly
implanted into the Constitution of
Peru . During the spring of this year
there was a democratic election . It is
hoped that these industries will continue to prosper.
The EPS along the shores of Lake
Titicaca is an alpaca weaving enterprise called Artesanias Puno-EPS,
named after the central city of the
region , Puno. This EPS was in formation since 1970 and only in July, 1980,
did it officially become an EPS . This
long formation period demonstrates
the careful cooperative process which
the Incas initiated and continue to
practice in this region .
The region , situated in the high
plateau (altiplano) of the Andes
mountains, suffers from very harsh
physical conditions. The air is rarefied
and the rainfall is seasonal. Agriculture
is extremely difficult and there are very
few trees or even shrubs to be seen .
The herds of cattle and sheep are in
very poor shape due to the rough
nature of the grazing. The animals best
adapted to the conditions are the
alpaca, the llama and the vicuna . In
utilizing the wool of the alpaca, the
Indian population is exploiting the
natural advantages of their environment and ecological situation to the
best effect. Eighty percent of the
world's alpaca population is found in
Peru.
The eleven cooperatives forming
this weaving EPS involve over 1, 200
families, nearly 5,000 people. Each
cooperative democratically selects a
cooperative council. From the counci I, leaders are elected to be a part of
the directive council of the EPS which
oversees the work of the management
team . Since it is a weaving industry,
nearly 4,000 women of all ages are
involved in weaving alpaca sweaters,
among the finest in the world . The
wool for these sweaters is unique, for
each fiber of alpaca wool is tubular
(hollow), making, therefore, an insulated , warm , light sweater. The
women knit four days a week in their
homes . On the fifth day they come
together at the cooperatives, check out
their progress, learn a new design or
pattern and with their children in tow,
continue to weave. They are at th is
time of the week also paid for the
number of sweaters completed .
Even though most of the participants
in this cooperative industry are Roman
Catholic, two brother/sister Protestant
development agencies-one of the
West German Evangelical Churches
(KEO), the other the West German
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Protestant Agen cy for Development
Assistance (EZE ) -have given two
large grants for a new ca rding pl ant.
The carding machine will help the
self-reliance process of thi s cooperative EPS by putting wool directly onto
spools of thread thu s enabling the
weavers to save hours of time, put all
their efforts into the hand weaving and
thereby greatly enhancing the economic feasibility of thi s development
project. The industry continues, as it
has been from time immemorial , on a
cottage basis and this is in no way
disturbed by the introduction of the
carding plant. Markets for these sweaters are growing steadily each year .
Thi s cooperative industry al so has a
relationship with a new cooperative
effort, that of the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS).
EDCS has recently provided a loan to
the Artesanias Puno-EPS, of $350 ,000 for more working capital . As their
cooperative enterprise expands, they
need to buy more wool from neighboring tribes high in the mountains .
The loan is a " soft" one of 11 percent
per year repayment over a seven year
period . The interest rate of repayment
for a loan from Peruvian banks at thi s
time is 35 percent to 40 percent per
year, and the rates are rising!
EDCS, in a way, was also born out of
a rainbow . In the book of Genesis, we
read , God said to Noah , " I set my bow
in the cloud, and it shall bea sign of the
covenant between me and the earth"
(Genesis 9 : 13). This was the promise
and hope of a new beginning for all the
peoples of the earth-that humans are
responsible for the stewardship of the
world and all that is within it. Thus the
whole inhabited earth-the Oikoumene as the Greek's called it-became the symbol of the modern
ecumenical movement.
Oneness with the earth and its
inhabitantstakesmanyforms . In 1974,
the Central Committee of the World
Council of Churches unanimously
approved the formation of a special
agency that would complement other
ecumenical development agencies
around the world. It was the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society-EDCS.
EDCS has been built upon three
primary purposes . First, to assist the
poor and powerless with loans for their
development projects . Second , EDCS
is a challenge and invitation to Western churches, their congregations and
members, to invest in Third World
development projects through a responsible agency. EDCS was created

to be such an instrument for the
holders/members from the six contimission of Christ today, challenging
nents, 40 percent from the Third
the western churches and their people · World. It is a true cooperative for
to commit capital to the struggle for
whether a church buys one share as
human self-development and to work
many Third World churches have, or a
together. This second basic purpose of thousand shares as some Western
EDCS was strongly reaffirmed at the
churches have done, both have only
one vote in the society . The share
recent Commission on World Mission
and Evangelism (CWME) of the WCC
capital is now nearing 5,000 ,000 US
World Conference on Mission and
dollars, which is enabling EDCS to be
Evangelism, May 12-25 , 1980, in
nearly self-reliant itself, able to cover
Melbourne .
its administrative costs, build up a
The third basic purpose of EDCS is to
reserve and possibly at the end of 1980
challenge the Third World churches
declare a modest dividend .
that they are being called upon to
Over the past year Roman Catholic
recognize the possibilities and advanorders and groups have invested neartages in the use of investment capital in
ly $1 ,000,000 . EDCS associations are
building up sel f-reliance, competence
functioning in Holland , Switzerland ,
and productivity in needy communiFrance, six in Germany and soon one
ties in their countries, and thus to help
in the U nited States enabling individutheir people increase their human
als and local congregations, not only
dignity and life . EDCS is asking these
denominations and their boards and
churches in the Third World not to
agencies, to participate in EDCS .
think only of building church bui Idings
Most important, EDCS is involved in
but to look outward into their poor
projects in Asia, Africa and , as we
communities and ask what the people
have seen, in Latin America with the
Incas. In March , 1980, a Program
really need for a new beginning.
Implied in each of these three
DevelopmentOfficerforEDCS in Latin
purposes is the Christian concept of America was selected . He is Dr . Carlos
Carrasco, a descendant of the Incas,
stewardship, in which resources are
from Peru . The board of directors of
intrusted by God to humanity . They
are not ends in themselves, but are
EDCS numbers thirteen , seven of the
members are from the Third World .
intended for the service of human
EDCS provides an opportunity to
beings throughout the Oikoumene-" the whole inhabited earth ." EDCS
join with brothers and sisters in Peru
asks al I to face the main problem in our
and throughout the Oikoumene by
sharing a new beginning in someone's
world today-poverty and the growing gap between the rich and poor.
life.
•
Thus, it was upon these three basic
premises that EDCS began operating in
the summer of 1977. In the summer of
Fred Bronkema is USA Representati ve fo r
1980, EDCS had 138 share
EDCS .
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Improving
Cottle
Breeds
in Indio
John C. Goodwin

In Chhatehra, north of New
Delhi , India, improved breeds of
cattle are doubling milk production. Part of the world-wide effort
of governments and church and
private groups to put an end to
hunger, the Chhatehra Dairy Development and Extens ion Project is
one of the many programs sponsored by CASA of India .
CASA sounds Spanish but the
letters stand for Church's Auxiliary
for Social Action-an ecumenical
Indian Christian self-help and
emergency relief organization
supported in part by two divisions
of the Board of Global Ministries,
the United Methodist Committee
on Re lief and the World Division
through Church World Service.
CASA maintains many programs
throughout India including rehabilitation in the wake of natural
disasters such as floods , famine,
and hurricanes, the distribution of
blankets to the poorest of the poor
and the dairy project in Chhatehra.
Once a week a veterinarian from
New Delhi makes the trip north to
the rural area where Chhatehra is
located . Here he meets with vi IIage

- ,.....

A local farmer brings in his animal to see the veterinarian
(opposite page, top). The veterinarian writes out a prescription
(top, this page). The para-vet prepares to give artificial
insemination (opposite page, bottom). The vet and an assistant
check on the container of frozen bull semen used for artificial
insemination (bottom, this page).

people and discusses any problems
they may encounter with their
livestock. He talks with village
leaders and he supervises his
young cattle paramedic. The
young assistant is not a trained vet
but he has learned to artificially
inseminate cattle to improve the
breed and he has learned to
recognize the major cattle diseases . Once each fortnight he must
take the heavy thermos canister
used to store bu 11 semen on a
150-mile train ride for a liquid
nitrogen refill and, when necessary, to restock his supplies . He
charges one rupee (13 percent) per
artificial insemination-and the
work is guaranteed.
It is in projects like these, many
of them small in scale, that the
hope of ending world hunger lies.
It is in projects Ii ke these, al I over
the world, that the Church is
making a difference .

I
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Al Simonton

Solving the
Identity Crisis
as Volunte·er
Missionaries

A planning workshop (above). The delegation from Mexico (bottom).

Do you know who you are .. . as a
Christian?
When the Volunteers in Mission
Rally convened at Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina, the weekend of July 4
for the first meeting of its kind in the
history of the Southeastern Jurisdiction , some 100 persons from across the
jurisdiction (as well as several from
sister states outside the jurisdiction)
had already affirmed by volunteering
for short-term mission assignments
that they knew who they were as
Christians .
These volunteers were both laity
and clergy who, for the most part, paid
al I of their own expenses for the
missions in which they were involved
as well as sharing their
skills . .. everything from filling teeth
to wielding paint brushes .
In his Sunday morning sermon for
the volunteers Dr. J. Harry Haines,
Associate General Secretary, United
Methodist Committee on Relief, probably summed up the motivations of
most of the volunteers when he told
about a group of Dutch Christiansduring the holocaust days of Hitler' s
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Those attending (top) were
representative of others across the
Jurisdiction. Rev. Evans Bailey,
superintendent of the Methodist Church
in Jamaica (top, left). Keynote speaker
Dr. Michael Watson (center, left). A
participant speaks (bottom, left).
Coordinator Rev. Thomas Curtis
(opposite page).

German y-who asked themselve s
what they should do about the deportation of Jews to concentration camps
and extermination centers. A Christian
already activel y involved in helping
the Jews escape the Naz i dragnet told
the group, " If you know who you are,
then you will know what to do. " All
volunteered to help . Records indicate
that half of those volunteers lost their
I ives when the Nazis later caught them
helping the Jews.
According to the Rev . Thomas L.
Curtis, SEJ Coordinator for this effort,
one of the main purposes of the Rall y
was " to consider ways of strengthening this form of mission throughout the
United Methodist Church. "
One of the other major aims of the
Rall y was to provide inspiration , information and fellowship so that those
attending would be better equipped to
motivate others in the ir home conferences to offer themselves as volunteers
in mi ssion .
Dr . Michael Wat son , keynote
speaker for the Rally, physician from
Bamberg, S. C. , said volunteers often
" leave (for a mi ssion ) indifferent
church members and come back on
fire ." He said to date several hundred
thou sand volunteers have been to 54
countries and the money rai sed for the
mi ssion projects they were involved in
has been " in the millions."
John Jordan , National Di v ision ,
who spoke at the Rall y under the
heading, " Theological Imperatives,"
said the church needs " a radical new
kind of approach to religion modelled
after the life of Jesu s who, as Savior,
was (1) a self-emptying servant, (2) a
self-opening servant ('We must reach
out beyond our own racial ghettoes'),
and (3 ) a self-sacrifi cing servant. "

Jordan said it is not so much the
evangelization of the world in th is
generation as it is the evangeli zati on of
the world in each generation . He also
emphasized the theme that vo lunteers
· must be as ready to rece ive as to give.
The recei vi ng theme was particu larly central in the remarks by the Rev .
Evans Bailey, Superintendent of The
Methodist Church , Jamaica, w ho told
the volunteers, " We want you to be
partners with us, identify with us."
He added , " We provide yo u an
opportunity to know yoursel ves, to
translate missions into a real emoti onal
experience, to experience a happy
racial situation , to enjoy a vibrancy of
worship, and to discover the si mpl icity
of our li ving."
Dr. Avery Manchester of the O ffi ce
of Missionary Personnel spoke about
" Opportunities Un Ii m ited ." He en couraged the volunteers to be a
network of persons who recruit othe rs
for the mission projects. He sai d the
mark of a good voluntee r is one w ho
has a " Christ-like vulnerabi lity to the
pain of the wo rld," and added , " The
cross penetrated the callou sness of the
world ."
Attending this conference, one had
the feeling that short-term vo lunteers
are the cutting edge of the Chu rc h in
our world ; that the Church woul d be
immeasuraby strengthened if thousand s more would jo in these pioneers
who make the love of Christ so hi gh ly
visible in a short-term project th at the
long-term benefits to them sel ves, their
local churches and among those with
whom they ministe r are incal culable .
•
A l Simonton is editor/manager of the
North Carolin a Chri stian Advocate .
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Mr . lgnasia Fe rnandez
a nd her son Ma nue l
stand in front of
their apartme nt.
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Virginia Ransdell

Co
plea
ome 25 years ago beautiful ,
exclusive La Jolla , California ,
seemed an unlikel y place for a
social and educational center for
minqrities, and an 8-unit apartment
complex for low income families, to
be buil t.
But it has happened in spite of strong
opposition from certain segments of
the community.
However, th is opposition has been
overcome due to the dreams and
determination of an interdenominational and interracial group .
The co mmittee, know n as SOFA
(Strongl y Oriented for Action ) is an
outgrowth of Prince Chapel By the Sea
AME Church , other local churches,
and the La Jolla Community Educational Service, Inc ., (a tutoring school
for di sadvantaged children ). Also ,
concerned individuals from local organizations, schools, and universities
have contributed money and knowhow to the advancement of SOFA.
Church Women United of La Jolla
helped in SOFA's growth .
The main purpose of the organization has been to build better social ,
educational , and living conditions for
minorities of La Jolla .
The center w as dedi cated October

S

How a social
and educational
center for
minorities and
an apartment
complex for lowincome families
grew in exclusive
La Jolla,
California.

31, 1976 to two men who had played
an important part in SOFA's beginnings . They are the Rev. Lonnie
Wormley, first director of SOFA, and
the Rev. Dr. Walter James of the La
Jolla Presbyterian Church .
The two-story bui !dings, with adequate class and conference rooms ,
and recreational facilities, are a meeting place for people of all ages, races ,
and religious preference .
At the dedication ceremonies the
Rev . Charles Brooks, present executive director, said , " the reality of SOFA
is unique in the La Jolla Community. It
shows what a community can do when
it works together for a common good .
We are proud to be a part of a dream
which has come true ."
The La Jolla United Methodist
Church and its United Methodist
Women have contributed both moral
and financial support to SOFA since it
was organized in 1968, considering
this an important part of their mission
work. A plaque at SOFA headquarters,
752 7 Cuvier Street, acknowledges this
support along with other donors .
Members and friends of al I ages take
part in fund-raising events which go
toward paying off the mortgage on the
buildings .
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In a recent interview with Mr.
Brooks, who is also pastor of Prince
Chapel and president of The La Jolla
Ministerial Association , he spoke of
the achievements and also disappointments encountered by the group.
" As to achievements," Brooks said ,
" we are close to the end of a long effort
to pay off our building mortgage which
has been a discouraging struggle at
times . But during this period we have
had several ongoing programs in
operation .
" Perhaps the success stories we are
proudest of are children who were
tutored at the center and have gone on
to worth-while jobs .
" One black boy, who started out
with Gretchen Rudnick in the early
days of her tutoring service, is now
general manager for a big southwestern oil company . Salk Institute took
special interest in one of our Mexican
American boys, trained him and he is
now holding down a good position at
the Institute.
" Without our help and encouragement they would likely be working in
less fulfilling jobs. "
My own experiences on SOFA's
Advisory Board as a representative
from the Mission and Christian Social
Concerns of my church have been
pleasant and gratifying ones. Before
SOFA came into being I tutored for the
La Joi la Educational Service for some
10 years. Children bring rewards for
efforts made in their behalf.
An indirect compliment from an
8-year-old Mexican-American boy I
had tutored for a couple of years still
makes me happy when I recall the
experience. Due to illness I had been
absent from the school for 2 weeks.
When he saw I was back at my table he
said, as his face lighted up, "Oh it's
her. She's back. "
One of the other tutors had an
unusually tender experience with a
pupil. Her story illustrates how quickly
children identify with someone who
has shown kindness . Louise, a sixyear-old girl, had a traumatic experience in the death of her mother.
Sensing the child 's need for special
attention , this tutor frequently took her
home to play with her own children .
One day Louise, who is black, looked
up at her white teacher and said : " You
are so beautiful. You look just like my
mother. "
The programs at SOFA include the
tutorial program (formerly the La Jolla
Community Educational Service ,
Inc., ) where now some 48 children are
tutored after school hours four days a

Christine Anaiza picks up her daughter Marlene at the day care center
(above). Bertha Navaro (standing), head of SOFA's tutoring service, talks
with a tutor and students (center). William B. Lindley has been tutoring
at the center since 1968 (bottom).

week . They are tutored by over 50
volunteers including high school students who have gone through the
program and come back to help the
younger children, and retired men and
women looking for a worth-while way
to use their spare time . A child day
care center for two and one-half to five
year olds is a popular part of the
program; the maximum capacity of 24
is filled , with a waiting list. Other
programs include ones for senior
citizens and youth , and English classes
for those needing to learn a second
language .
As to disappointments Brooks said,
" In spite of setbacks, we turned a
12-year dream into reality when our
low income housing project was
completed last August. But our great
disappointment came when, just before families were to move into the unit
complex apartments, known as The
Marine, the buildings were sabotaged
by a would be arsonist. The electrical
wiring was cut in more than 200 places
and the buildings would have been
destroyed , with resultant loss of life
when the electricity was turned on ."
The apartments were built with
federal funds and contributions. This
act of vandalism brought forth an
outpouring of support and sympathy
from compassionate people of La Jolla.
Fortunately, Brooks doesn't discourage easily. He said, "Sometimes
disappointment can lead to gains; a
chance to make new friends and a
chance to develop moral and physical
courage ."
The units were all repaired and
families are now living there. The
complex is inspected monthly by
SOFA's Board of Directors.
The next goal was to liquidate a
$28,000 mortgage on the center. This
was accomplished by late summer of
1980. The Committee started a new
fund-raising drive where enough $500
permanent memberships were contributed to make this possible. That is a lot
of money but with SOFA's determination, and the many friends who have
helped in the past, there was a big
mortgage burning on September 13 of
this year. From now on, all money
raised will go toward SOFA's pro•
gram .

"Perhaps the
success stories
we are proudest
of are children
who were tutored
at the center
and have gone
on to worth
while jobs."

Teacher Jan Morante of the day
care center with Jason Wolfe. He
will be picked up by his parents,
who both work (top). Rev. Charles
Brooks is executive director of
SOFA and pastor of Prince Chapel
by the Sea AME Church.
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M s. Ransde ll is a member of La Jo lla UM
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medical ca re and health education. In
1953 a health center was organized in
Kolar town and a good maternity and
child health program , including home
deliveries, was brought to within the
reach of all people of Kolar. Th e wo rk
was fully supported by the hospital.
India is a land of sma ll vil lages.
Eighty percent of the peopl e live in
them. In many of these vi ll ages, there
is isolation which co ntributes to the
Since last we wrote one missionary
strength of traditions and customs .
couple has returned to continue work
Village sc hool s provide mainly a
on Bible translation . A single nurse has
primary sc hool education for a portion
come to work primarily in the nursing
of vi IIage chi Id ren but there is far from
school where we will open the third
universal education. Medical care is
yea r of a four year program in Sepstri ct ly limited in many areas to w hat
tember . One of our mission planes is
the government has been able to set
now based here with missionary pilot
up. The big national health programs
and wife . This gives us a little better
have wiped out smallpox and greatly
contact with the rest of Zaire and the
reduced many other diseases but the
world.
centers are far from able to handle
Today was a big day for twenty-yea rmost of the health needs . Even when
old Mutach . After three months he was
care is available many people do not
able to leave the hospital . He had a take advantage of it due to their strong
fractured femur-not from a road
traditions revolving around the materaccident, but from a fall in a hole trying . nity cycles and the raising of children.
to escape a pursuing " friend." He had
The infant death rate is still ve ry high .
a very painful all-night journey by
The answer to this situatio n is
hammock to the hospital . Our X-ray
recognized by all to be the need to
was not working at the time so the
penetrate to the villages, to awaken
safest treatment was to place the leg in
people to their needs, to help them to
traction . Patiently he waited . Two
get organized to plan for themselves,
months passed and the traction was
to educate them as to what they can do
removed. Crutches were made by our
to help themselves and to take advanmission carpenters and he is now
tage of the many schemes avai Iable to
walking with partial weight-bearing.
them through the Governme nt and
He will spend a few weeks here in
through vo luntary agencies . Health
Musumba village until he is able to
education is a primary need but must
walk without crutches, then he will
be given with a deep respect for the
return to his village, most likely
integrity of the people who cannot be
pushed along on a vela (bicycle). We
forced to accept good health practices .
The process of educating for and
asked him to return the crutches before
changing health habits and also bringleaving for the next "c ustomer."
Mutach 's story is typical and he is
ing about good environmental sa nitation is a very long term one .
typically grateful. We, too, are grateful
to God for His care and to each of you
In 1972 we began to reach out to a
group of villages from six to twenty
who share in this work.
Hugh M . Frazer, M .D.
miles from the Hospital to provide
comprehensive community health
care. There were twelve vi IIages conOr. Frazer is a UM. missionary in Lubum- taining a population of approximately
bashi.
5,000. The work started slow ly with a
leprosy survey of one vi IIage paid for
by the American Leprosy Mission.
From that beginning and with substantial help from a Netherlands ecumenical agency, a fine team was built
up and an area of villages co ntaining
over 7,000 people was mapped and
E.T.C.M . Hospital has since its very
surveyed for hea lth and socio-ecobeginning in 1910 been aware of the
nomic needs . A new health center and
residence for nurses were built and
many needs of the people in surroundir:ig villages . Whenever doctor
moved into early this year. Receptive
and vehicle were available many trips
villages, usually the larger ones (800 to
1,000 people), have been added to the
were made in all directions to offer

LETTERS FROM THE US
AID OVERSEAS
ZAIRE
Once again we were reminded of
the vast expanse of bush between our
post here at Kapanga and the outside
world. This time it was our flight by
mission plane to and from Annual
Conference at Mulungwishi-three
hours by air-at least two days by
truck. It serves as yet another reminder
of the challenges we are facing trying
to keep supplies coming to the area .
We remarked to a fellow missionary
once how sparsely populated seemed
the area. His reply: See if you still think
so when you see the number of
patients coming for surgery. He was
right.
Although we were able to spend
only one day at the Southern Zaire
Annual Conference it afforded us a fine
opportunity to feel the enthusiasm and
warmth of spirit of over three hundred
pastors and laymen working, singing,
and praying together under the leadership of Bishop Ngoi Wakadilo . The
Conference was held in the beautiful
church at Mulungwishi where the
large painted windows depict events
in the life of Christ: the work of a local
African artist.
Here at the Samuteb Memorial
Hospital we know God is blessing the
work as hundreds of children and
adu Its are restored to health in spite of
our meager resources. My area of
responsibility is female patients and
maternity, plus male patients and
children when necessary. I also teach
in the nursing school. Some of our
most difficult problems are the complications of deliveries attempted in
distant vi IIages . Vi IIage women carry
heavy burdens of garden and family (it
is not uncommon to walk five miles to
and from the manioc gardens each
day) plus the burdens of child-bearing
often without adequate medical support. They do not complain-to the
contrary, continued child-bearing is
very important to them.

INDIA
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original twelve and five small villages
wh ose people were not receptive to
an y of our services were dropped.
Cu rrently, we are in the midst of a
great deal of activity .
1. A food for work project made
poss ible the reorganization of the
drainage system and elimination of
stagnant pools of water in the village of
Doddanahalli . It was aided by food
(wheat and oi I) from CASA and with
funds from both UMCOR ($565), our
own church relief agency, and from
the village people ($125 ).
2 . An untrained Dai project (the
train ing of indigenous untrained midw ives) was started two years ago.
Some of these women are very responsive but they are also too poor to
be able to give time for their own
training or services in the villages other
than the casual presiding at the birth of
babies when they are called .
This project has been funded by the
Women ' s Division ($2,350 over three
years) and we are now able to reach
many more pregnant women . They
can now be helped and guided
through this critical period in their
lives . Because the untrained dais are
accepted by the village women , we
also are more accepted even with our
strange ideas.
3. A cottage industry has been started
in Doddanahalli-our central viilage--to provide earning opportunities to the women of the villages . They
make papads-a very thin , crispy,
round cake made of flour and either
black pepper, garlic and chillies or
plain . We roll them out, dry and
package them for sale . When fried or
roasted , they are eaten with rice and
curry .
The work generally available to
women is agricultural in nature and is
very seasonal. At times they earn
sufficient for the day's needs for their
families . More often, there is no work
at all. The landless families are most
hurt because they have nothing to fall
back on . The cottage industry was
started in order to give an opportunity
for steady work. It was with the help of
UMCOR again ($625) and another
small grant from an agency in India
($3 75) that we were able to accomplish thi s beginning.
As you can see, each project has
helped in a measure to accomplish
better health, better environmental
san itation or better economic opportun ities for the villages we serve . You
can al so see that none are very costly
and that they are self-limiting. They all
invo lve the planning and cooperation
40
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of the people and are not started
without encouragement and participation from them .
Our biggest expense in all of this is
salaries for our skilled workers . It is
obvious that none of it would happen if
staff were not available to understand
the needs and to help the people get
organized to take advantage of what
funding is available from any source.
While we bring skil led medical care,
preventive health measures and ongoing health edutation to them, these
other items are of equal importance in
terms of helping people to become
self-directin·g, able to solve their own
problems . Please pray for us and for
the people we serve .
Elsie Hugo
Elsie Hugo is a UM Missio nary in Ko lar,
India .

people of Middle Fork Church and
community as well as by outside
people, the construction of a new
recreation center is nearing completion there . Their Homecoming Day
there on August 10 included a celebration for this much needed new recreation faci lity .
We are especially rejoicing that a
number of persons continue to commit
their li ves to Christ. For example, a
number of people have been coming
to Al Whelchel , our pastor on Beech
Fork, requesting that he pray with
them in the parsonage . As a result,
nearly all of them have accepted the
Lord. Then , in a special service a
couple of weeks ago, he baptized and
received twelve persons into the
church .
With the Psalmist, we conclude,
" Blessed be the Lord, who daily
loadeth us with benefits. "
Joe and Mary Davis

•
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KENTUCKY
Last year when Mary arrived here,
she was asked to serve as the volunteer
librarian at the Jack' s Creek School.
She agreed to do it and carried on (in a
small abandoned bookmobile on the
school grounds) until it became too
cold. The people of the Jack' s Creek
Church realized how important it is for
the school chi ldren to have an adequate library, so they turned over a
large room in the church and contributed the funds necessary to convert it
into a beautiful new library. Mary
spent a lot of time getting it ready for
the opening of school on August 11 .
There is rejoicing on Jack's Creek now
that school is open and the new library
is being used .
Another cause for rejoicing is the
purchase of property for our Elk Creek
Center. Elk Creek Sunday school and
the Early Childhood Development
Program have become two of our most
exciting ministries, and now new
ministries with the chi ldren , young
people and adults will be started as
Thom and Chris Denman begin living
therethelatterpartofthismonth. They
will be building on the foundation laid
by a number of very committed people
including George and Betty Cobb and
Don and Flora Gillette, who have been
going there one day a week for the past
year.
Then , too, we are happy that with
funds raised and labor provided by the
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The Da v ises are home miss ionaries at the
Red Bird Miss ion , Beverly, Ky. Mr. Da v is is
superintendent of the miss ion .

NEGLECT
CAN KILL,100.

IT IUSTTAKES

A LITTLE LONGER.
Child abuse in most minds is
synonymous with battered children . But the awful fact is that
thousands of parents are abusing their children by leaving
them alone. It's ealled neglect,
and it can mean a lack of love
as well as a lack of food , clothing and shelter. And just as in
the other forms of child abusephysical, sexual and emotional
-it can and often does result
in death. Each year one million
children feel the pain of child
abuse needlessly. Needlessly
because it can be prevented if
you help.
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Abused children are
hel~.

Unless you help.
.

Write: National Committee for
Prevention of Child Abuse,
• Box 2866, Chicago, Ill. 60600
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supporti ve ways. While outs ide support
ha s been , and contin ues to be provided by
other denominations, our United Methodist Ch urc h is directly invo lved in ministry to
and with the members of Wesley Church
and the residents of the Love Canal area ,
along with the Ecumenical Task Force .
Vernon C. French
Buffalo , New York

LETTERS
LOVE CANAL
I have just finished reading the article on
the Love Canal in the September issue of
NEW WORLD OUTLOOK, and I want to
make some comments about the article.
First, the article is a very helpful overview
of the problem persons can experience as a
result of such a human-made disaster and
how the church can respond helpfu lly to
those problems. The more exposure the
Love Canal situation can be given, the
more likelihood there will be increased
support for legis lation, both state and
federal , that will provide support for
persons caught in similar kinds of si tuations , as well as helping to prevent further
occurrence by appropriate disposal of
toxic substances.
Second , while the article is, in general , a
helpful one , it does convey some misinfo rm atio n on the one hand , and neglect
some pertinent information on the other.
The predecessor to the prese nt pastor of
Wesley United Methodist Church located
in the Love Canal area d id not " quit
because of the situatio n," as the article
states. I was a member of the Cabinet when
the change of the appointment at the
Wesley Church was made. Mr. Stearns'
predecessor was working hard at the
problem ; however, it was felt that someone who had more expertise in deal ing
wit h com;,,unity problems might be better
equipped to provide leadership to the
congregation and the community at this
time. Therefore , Mr. Stearns, who had led
a previous congregation through a cha nge
in location resulting from urban renewal ,
was appointed to se rve Wesley United
Methodist Church. Mr. Stearns, is, as the
article po ints out, providing the kind of
leadership it was anticipated he would
provide . H is predecessor did not " qu it,"
which would imply leaving the ordai ned
ministry, but instead was given a new
appointment.
The information w hich the article omits
is the su pport of the Wesley Ch urch
congregation , as wel I as the efforts of the
Ecumen ical Task Force by the cluste r, the
di strict, and the conference . In additio n to
the UMCOR grant, thousands of dolla rs
have been contributed by the c hurches of
the Conference to the needs of those
caught in the midst of this disaster. Lay and
cle rgy from the cl uster, district and the
Conference have spe nt numbers of hours,
and continue to do so, in wo rki ng with the
congregation of Wesley Church and the
residents in a number of app ropriate and

~
~

The write r is Conference Executive of the
Wes tern New York Conference.

AFRICAN PIG PROJECT
We we re fortunate to rece ive a. $1,000
grant from the World Counci I of Churches
to help six farmers begin in the pig
bus iness. Recently we have acquired six
female and two male rabbits . This seems to
have potential. After development of a
ration , a family with fourteen does and two
bucks can supply their ow n dail y meat.
Although we may help the fa rm ers to get
started , we expect repayment once established. In th is way we can make revolvi ng
loans and aid more families.
We fi nd the people ve ry receptive to
new ideas . The Tem nes are particularly
noted for their busi ness sense. They are
conservative about ente rin g somethi ng
new, but willi ng to atempt things whe n
they understand the operation and see it
wo rki ng. They are quick to grasp opportunity and that is w hy the pigs are so
successful.
Keith and Mary Loui se Watkin
Yonibana , Sierra Leone.

The December issue will ca rry an
unusual fiction story on Christma s as
told by " Shiferah," the midwife of
Bethlehem . There is al so an article on
Christmas in a time of increased
political perse c ution of Chri stia ns
around the world. Other articles are
about the situation of United Methodists in Atlantic City since the coming of
casinos, an unu sual hotline ministry in
Baltimore which has stringent training
for volunteers, wo rkcamps in Norway
and Mexico, a Laotian adapting to
America through the help of Christian s, an American w ho has just
returned from an unu sual peace missi on to Hanoi , a home w here troubled
teenagers help each other, and letters
from overseas . And more, much more .

The Watkins are UM missio naries workin g
in co mmun ity development.

-

Through Advance Specials United Methodists select
0 WHO will receive their gifts 0 WHAT specific
programs will receive their support 0 WHEN they
will give . The Advance is a year-round program
0 HOW MUCH their gift will be . Projects range from
a few to many thousands of dollars.
Through your own choice-or the choice of your
group or local church-become a disciple in
partnership through one of six channels: World
Division , National Division, UMCOR, Conference
Advance Specials , Ethnic Minority Local Churches
or World Hunger-Missional Priorities .
For more
information write :

THE ADVANCE OFFICE
Room 1316
475 Riverside Dr.
New York, N.Y. 10115
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1981 U.S. REFUGEE QUOTA
TO BE REDUCED BY 14,000
The U .S. refugee quota fo r 1981 wi ll
be reduced by about 14,000 from th is
year's total , to partly compe nsate for
the unexpected flood of some 130,000
Cubans and Haitians, the Carter Admin istration said .
Attorney General Benja min R. Civiletti told the Senate Judicia ry Comm ittee that the 1981 U .S. refugee quota
will be 217,000 . Th is inc ludes some
168,000 Indochinese w ho wi ll be
admitted under an emergency program . The 1981 refugee bud get is
$690 mi llion.
To be ad mi tted in fisca l 1981 under
normal procedures are 37, 500 fro m
the USSR and Eastern Europe, 4,500
from the Near East, 3,000 fro m Africa,
and 4,000 fro m Latin America. The
quota reco mmendati on in 1980 for
Latin America n refugees w as 20,000.
U nder provisions of the 1980 Refugee Act, up to 50,000 refugees may be
admitted under normal procedu res
and speci al provisi on s may be approved fo r adm ission of other refugees
in emergenc ies, such as the Indochinese . The government has yet to
resolve the final status of the Cuban Haitian " boat peopl e, " w ho are here
on paro le and aren't officia ll y recognized as refugees.
Meanwhile, the Ad min istratio n' s
decision to transfer Cuban and Haitia n
refugees from the mainland to Pu erto
Rico came under attack by Church
World Serv ice, th e relief arm of the
National Cou ncil of Churches. CWS
characteri zed the decision as one of
political expediency and questioned
the lack of co nsultation w ith Pu erto
Ricans . (RNS)

RIGHTS COMMISSION DIVIDED
OVER 'IDENTITY CARD' ISSUE
The U .S. Commission on Civil
Rights has ca l led for major revisions in
U .S. Immigration laws to remove
" discriminatory practices," but they
are divided over the questi on of a
42
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national identi ty ca rd .
The five co mm issi oners, in their
new 158-page repo rt, sai d ra ids conducted by federal agents in their
pursuit of "i llegal aliens" sometimes
result in " unconstitutional searches
and seizures." Th ey al so noted that
non-whites attract greater suspicion
than w hites .
But three of the fi ve co mmi ssi oners
inc lud ing chairman Arthur S. Flem~
ming, said they opposed an y legislation th at w ould penalize employers
w ho hire undocumented al iens, and
opposed the use of a national compul sory " identification card " or simi lar mandatory devi ce to identify legal
U .S. w orkers.
Tw o comm iss ioners, in separate
d issentin g statements, gave qualified
support for some form of worker
identifi cation system and employer
sanction s law . They said some tightening of control was needed to discourage undocumented alien s from
flooding into the U .S. for jobs .
A copy of the report, The Tarni shed
Golden Door : Civil Rights Issues on
Immigration , was sent to a presidential
comm iss ion headed b y the Rev .
Theodore Hesburgh which is now
con sidering proposal s for a major
revis ion of the immigration laws .
The 16-member Select Commission
on Immigration and Refugee Policy
began a series of national hearings and
consultat ion s in Augu st 19 79. It has
recei ved reports and recommendation s from variou s sources.
Father Hesburgh said hi s commi ssion was " pleased" to receive the
report from the Ci vil Rights Commission and agreed on the need to remove
discriminatory practices from the existing laws .
The president of Notre Dame said
hi s commi ss ion was al so concerned
with the central issue of " employer
respon si bility and a secure means of
identifying employees authorized to
work," as w ell as the " ci vil liberties
aspects of immigration law enforcement."
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" Any proposal we make, should we
make any for a worker eligibility
system , will give high priority to those
concerns," said Father Hesburgh , a
former cha irman of the Civil Rights
Commission .
He said the immigration commission is making " intensi ve review" of
the input received and a report of
recommendations i s ex pected by
mid-January 1981 .
Immigration commission spokesman Dan Bryant said the commissioners have conducted 12 public hearings
across the nation and a number of
consultations with experts from vari ous fields.
" We will have one more consultation left, and we' re still receiving
input, but this part of the work is for the
most part finished ," Mr. Bryant said .
" The commissioners will begin writing their report soon. " He said the
commissioners haven't taken a stand
on the issues of worker identification
cards and laws to penal ize employers
who hire documented aliens.
The U.S. immigration laws come
under the Immigration and Nationality
Act of 1952 which has been frequently
amended since . Under current provisions, there is a worldwide quota of
290,000 legal immigrants who may
enter the U.S. in one year, but no more
than 20,000 can enter from any one
country. Persons are admitted under a
preference system, leading with close
relatives of Americans and persons
with job skills needed in the U .S.
In addition to the annual quota of
290,000 immigrants, several hundreds of thousands more may be
eligible for U.S. entry under the new
1980 Refugee Act. (See the preceding
article .) RNS
Public officials and religious leaders
.concerned with human rights and
relief have cited the need for a major
overhaul of U.S. immigration laws and
policies to cope with the increasing
numbers of foreign people pressing to
enter the U.S ., documented or undocumented .
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Church leaders and the Civil Rights
Commission report have charged that
current immigration laws especially
discriminate against poor people who
have little chance for legal entry, and
particularly against non-whites because they are easily picked out by
federal agents.
Civil Rights Commission Chairman
Arthur Flemming warned that a law
penalizing employers who hired undocumented aliens "would have the
undesired effect of causing employers
to discriminate against easily identifiable minority groups whose members,
though legally in the United States,
might be mistaken for undocumented
aliens ."
Commissioner Stephen Horn, president of the California State University
at Long Beach , said he supported
employer sanction laws if they were
backed by the creation of a "secure
and counterfeit-proof social security
card " which employers could use to
identify persons. (RNS)

on the committee' s charges . Instead ,
he dismissed the group as "a phony
organization . . . which uses their
religious affiliation , real or imagined ,
to bad mouth the company ."
The Rev . William Somplatsky-Jarman , a spokesman for the union
boycott effort, charged that the rumors
of a settlement were " leaks self-serving
to the company point of view."
" It certainly didn't help the boycott," he said, " to have reports that
everything was all over with when it
wasn't. "
The union has striven for 1 7 years to
organize the more than 70 Stevens
textile plants which employ about
44 , 100 workers throughout the
Southeast. But the 1974 election
involving some 2,500 Roanoke Rapids
employees has been the union's only
major victory . It won two other recent
elections at plants in High Point, N.C.,
and Allendale, S.C., which affect
about 100 employees each .

In the course of stalemated Roanoke
Rapids negotiations, the compan y has
been convicted by the National Labor
Relations Board and a federal court for
bad faith bargaining.
The religious committee's first recommendation was that Stevens grant
the 1979 and 1980 wage increases and
pension improvements that have been
withheld from Roanoke Rapids employees . The company wage policy
ther~escribed in the committee
report as a punitive move--may result
in further litigation from the union .
The company pays an average
hourly salary of about $5 .60, more
than six percent better than the average wage throughout the industry,
according to Mr. Franklin .
After the election victory in 1974,
" the union was getting a free ride,"
Mr. Franklin said, by false ly claiming
credit for annual salary raises that the
company offers to all its non-union
employees . Withholding the last two

GROUP CLAIMS TEXTILE FIRM
HAS NOT CHANGED ITS STANCE
Denying earlier reports of a pending
deal between J.P. Stevens & Co. , and
the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union, a panel of Catholic
and Protestant church officials urged a
redoubling of the boycott against
Stevens products .
The National lnterreligious Committee at J.P. Stevens issued the call
following a visit to Roanoke Rapids,
N .C., where the union and the company have failed to reach a settlement in
six years of on-and-off negotiation .
The committee, a coalition of about
40 religious groups supporting the
union campaign , visited workers in
their houses and unions halls and
found no evidence "of any change of
heart, mind or policy in Stevens'
relationship with workers at Roanoke
Rapids ."
Accusations of bad faith negotiation
have flown both ways across the
bargaining table . But reports surfaced
last July of a tentative and verbal
agreement that could bring about a
signed contract.
After investigating these rumors, the
interreligious committee declared:
" On the contrary, the pressure Stevens
is putting upon its employees is intense
and unremitting, hardly a sign of good
faith ."
At Stevens' corporate headquarters
in New York, company spokesman
James R. Franklin refused to comment

During the 1977-80 quadrennium , through the efforts of every part of the
United Methodist Church , achievements have been recorded in the Evan gelism Missional Priority . For example:fOl ,228 persons have been trained
as consultants for local church evangelism ;4'f54 percent of the annual conferences report an increase in church school attendance ;fOthere Is a new
awareness of the evangelistic mission of the church . You can help United
Methodism end the quadrennium December 31 on a strong note . See that
your church's Mlsslonal Priority Fund apportionment - which sup·
ports Evangelism, World Hunger and the Ethnic Minority Local
Church - Is paid In full.
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scheduled increases " has prompted
the union to be much more diligent in
their efforts to negotiate," he added .
The interreligious committee found
other grieva nces during its vi sit, incl uding high work loads, " discrimi natory treatme nt and harassment, as we l I
as co mpany pressure on loca l docto rs
to force inj ured w orkers back to wo rk
before th ei r in j ur ies had hea led
properly ."
Th e com m ittee ca ll ed fo r a meeti ng
with Preside nt Carter and Secretary of
Labor Ray M arshall to review Steve ns
affi rm ative acti on plan s and poss ibl y,
to bar the co mpany fro m government
co ntracts.
The vis iting delegation also renewed its pl edge to promote th e
national boycott of Stevens fa bri cs
produ cts at J.C. Penney and Woo lworth 's and to back th e un ion ca mpa ign to oust Steven s board members

from othe r company board roo ms.
Th e list of committee members in
the de legation to Roa noke Rapids
included : Dr . Ralph Canty, presi dent
of the Progressive Nati onal Bapti st
Conve ntion ; the Rev. Gerry Conroy,
Catho lic Comm ittee on A ppalac hi a;
th e Rev. Ka rey E. L. Gee of the
Chri sti an Churc h (Di sc ipl es of Christ);
the Rev. Nei l Mcca ull ey, presi dent of
th e (Cath o lic) National Federati on of
Priests' Counci ls; Sister M er le No lde,
co-di recto r of the (Catho lic) National
Asse mbly of Wo men Religious; th e
Rev . Howa rd Spragg, exec utive vicepresident of th e U nited Churc h of
Christ Boa rd fo r Homela nd Mini stri es;
th e Rev . Robert Strommen, chairman
of th e Nati onal Coun ci l of Churches
Task Fo rce on Justi ce at J.P. Steven s;
Dr . Luth er Tyson , of th e United
M eth od ist Board of Church and Soci ety.

For 87 years the Navajo Methodist Mission School, Farmington, New Mexico,
has been teaching Indian young people the skill s and self-esteem they need
to participate in a wider li fe ..D Boys and girls, in grades 6-12, come from a
100-mile radius to live and learn in a Chri stian atmosphere. Beyond a formal
education, they are helped to see themselves as persons of worth . Most go
on to ~oll ege and return to the Navajo reservati on to serve their peopl e.
D Dating from 1900, dorm itori es for the 150 students are inadequate. One
has been condemn ed; others need repai r. Your gi ft will
help meet a spec ial need of this vital Nati onal Di vision
ministry.

r
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U.S. ETHICS PANEL PLEDGES TO

SURVEY GENETICS ISSUES
A pres idential panel in W ashington
has pl edged to survey the ethical
co ntroversies generated by genetic
resea rch and technology and to propose ways for the gove rnment to
address them.
The President's Commi ssi on for the
Stud y of Ethical Problem s in Medic ine and Biomedical Research announced the move in respon se to an
appeal by American religious leaders
to stud y the concern s surrounding
genetic engineer i ng te c hnique s in
wh ic h new form s of organ ic life can be
created and genetic codes can be
altered .
The request w as submitted last June
by Claire Randall , general secretary of
the National Council of Churches;
Rabbi Bernard Ma ndelbaum , general
secretary of the Synagogue Council of
America ; and Bishop Thomas Kelly,
general secretary of the United States
Cathol ic Conference.
They w ere reacting to a U.S . Supreme Court decision extending federal patent law protection to li vi ng
organism s created in the scientific
laboratory.
Another genetic engineering technique involves recombinant DNA or
" gene-splicing," in which the basic
genetic substances are changed to gi ve
new characteristics to existing organi sms.
The co mm issi on decl ined td perform an extensive stud y of the issues as
originall y asked. Instead , it prom ised
to submit a report on the major issues
to be con sidered and make recommendations on which government
agen c ies should mon itor and act upon
genetic technological developments.
(RNS)
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Th ey we re accompan ied by the Rev.
W . W . Finl ator, a Southern Bapti st
pastor w ith Southerners for Economic
Justice; and the Rev . Charles Mulho lland , of th e Justi ce and Peace Commi ssion at the Roman Cath o li c D iocese of Ralei gh , N .C. (RN S)

KLAN TRIES TO EXPLO IT
MOVEM ENT TOWARD RI GHT
The Ku Klux Klan has been trying to
shed its image as a one-i ssue movement, beyo nd racism.
O rga nizers have moved out of thei r
Southern bases and generated interest
amo ng some socia ll y d isaffec ted
o rtherne rs and W es tern ers . Rec ruiters have become as co mmon in

Th1
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r doubt a Bo ton ,
onne ticut and ew Jer y as in rural
Mi is ippi . Th numb r are few , but
th
onfrontation they provokefrom Green boro, .C. , to Shelton ,
onn .-keep th KKK in the public

e.
Klan leaders today can b heard
e po tulating on uch subjects as
pra er in public chools, the Equal
Right Am ndment, national defen e,
immigration and foreign aid. While
anti- emiti m ha alway been integral to Klan ideology, it ha taken on a
n w stridency in KKK literature . And
the Klan ' s old anti-Catholic rhetoric
ha been replaced by efforts to recruit
atholic member in orthern industrial area .
o-called " white backlash" against
the civil-rights movement of the 1960s
brought the Klan ' s membership to a
po t-World War II high of 55 ,000 in
1967. The impri onment of Imperial
Wizard Robert Shelton and factional
di putes re ulted in a falling off of
upport hortly after. But since the
mid-1970s , Klan membership has
begun to grow again and is now
e timated by the U.S. Justice Department to be more than 10,000 .
There is no one Klan orga nization
today . The movement is made up of
four national groups and numerous
mailer factions. The four " national
wizard " are David Duke, 29, of the
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan , in
Meta ire, La .; Bill Wilkinson , 37, of the
In i ible Empire, Knights of the Ku
Klu
Klan , Denham Springs, La .;
Robert Shelton , 51 , of the United
Klan of America, Inc., Tuscaloosa,
la .; and Jame Venable, 76, of the
ational Knight of the Ku Klux Klan,
tone Mountain, Ga.
Tom Metzger, 42 , the Grand Dragon of Da id Duke's organization in
California, recei ed national attention
in winning the Democratic primary for
nomination to Congress in the 43rd
di trict in San Diego in June. During
the campaign , he said he preferred to
be called a white racist, and said a
raci t is " one who is interested in the
well-being of his race, his people. "
The local party has disowned him.
Although Mr. Metzger was raised a
Roman Catholic in Ind iana, he now
call him elf a Kingdom Identity mini ter. Kingdom Identity is a quasi-theological movement that has arisen in
ome Klan circle in the past decade.
While the Klan has always used the
flaming cro s a a symbol and has
alwa s wrapped itself in Christian
banners, Kingdom ldentit proponents

have sought to give it a distinctive
theological base .
Klan members who identify with
Kingdom Identity assert curiously that
Adam was not the first man but the first
white man , and that Eve was physically seduced by Satan , to whom she bore
Cain , theforebearoftheJewish race . It
holds that the Bible was written for the
white race only .
Kingdom Identity teaching " sounds
similar to the old British Israel movement," says Dr. Foy Valentine, executive secreta ry of the Southern Baptist
Convention' s Christian Life Commission . British Israel doctrines, originating in the 19th century, asserted that
the Anglo-Saxons rather than the Jews
were the "true children of Israel" and
God 's chose n people .
Noting there is absolutely no basis
for such odd biblical interpretations,
Dr. Valentine commented that " they
don ' t have to have facts to get
something like this going."
The Rev . Will Campbell , executive
director of the Committee of Southern
Churchmen , has been a vigorous
opponent of Klan aims and activities
though he himself is acquainted with
many Klan members and has empathy
for their economic problem s that lead

them to join the Klan . Reflecting on its
recent development, he says, " The
Klan I' m seeing today is more anti semitic than it is anti-b lack . With the
current Near East crisis the Jews have
more to fear from the Klan than
blacks ."
A report on the " new" Klan movement by Irwin Sua ll , director of th e
Anti-Defamation League (AOL ) of
B' nai B' rith 's fact-finding department,
says that in the 1960s, " a much
stronger Klan apparatus tried , by
viole nce and terror, to co unter the
civil-rights movement, failed , and fell
into decline. Now, it's trying to recruit
for new strength , still using raw racism
as an appeal , but also exploiting such
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legitimate controversial issues as busing, affirmative action , welfare and
crime."
According to Mr. Suall, " the leaders
hope to fashion a potent political force
by rall yi ng non-member supporters, of
whom there are thousands across the
co untry."
Growth of the Klan has traditionally
occurred during periods of " great
economic and social turmoil in our
country," reports Anne Braden , director of the Southern Organizing Committee for Economic and Racial Justice . The other side of the coin, she
adds, is that it has not grown when
"there was a strong offensive in this
country against the ideology of racism ."
While the Southern Baptist Convention has spoken out against racism
consistently since the 1960s, some
observers within the nation's largest
Protesta nt denomination have voiced
fears that traditional Southern Baptist
conservatism on social issues may
make its membership a fertile recruiting ground for the Klan .
Klansman Wilkinson recently wrote
an article in his tabloid newspaper
commending the Southern Baptist
Convention for its stands opposing
abortion , homosexuality , and the
Equal Rights Amendment . " It looks
like you guys are about to get back on
the right track again," he told a
reporter for Baptist Press . " Maybe in a
few years you ' ll come out for segregation ."
Such unwanted praise upsets many
Sou thern Baptists, some of whom are
unhappy with the apparent drift toward the right.
In opposing the Klan , perhaps the
biggest responsibility facing churches
is to demonstrate that despite its
Christian trappings, the movement is
anything but representative of the faith
of Jesu s Christ. The religious community has found that it can count on the
news media in its efforts to expose Klan
bigotry .
At the conclusion of a detailed
investigative report on the Klan which
it published last spring, the Nashville
Tennessean daily newspaper asserted
that " the Klan is most dangerous when
it is left alone and its leaders-old and
new-can spew their racist venom
uncha llenged . That is when the Klan
can poison a community and the
country .
" When the Klan 's tactics and racism
are examined openl y, the people
discover its leaders to be moral and
intellectual frauds ." (R S)
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