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MISSION MENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

September, 1980 

Kampuchea. Action for Relief and Rehabilitation in Kampuchea (ARRK), the consor
tium of which Church World Service is a member, has authorized the purchase of 
3,000 metric tons of eating rice to be sent to Kampuchea (Cambodia) for distri
bution by the Committee to Combat Famine. It is hoped that this shipment will 
reach Kampuchea between August and October . Although starvation in that country 
had not been so widespread as originally feared, rice stoc ks are dangerously low. 
ARRK's main program in Kampuchea is agricultural rehabilitation to insure future 
food supplies .... An officer of Norwegian Church Aid has interviewed the two sur
viving Christian pastors (out of 25) left after the Pol Pot regime. They told 
him they had to hide their identity to stay alive. Of an estimated 5,000 Christ
ians in 1975 there are between 300 and 500 today. The country how officia l ly 
has religious freedom and Christians are tolerated although prohibited from 
speaking about their religion to other people. There are five or six clandestine 
meeting places in Phnom Penh where Sunday meetings are held. By late April, 
11 man-to-man 11 evangelization had resulted in about 30 new Christians . 

Afghan Refugees. The situation of Afghan refugees in Pakistan is reportedly 
growing worse, with a weekly arrival rate of about 10,000 leading to an expected 
refugee population of one-and-a-half million by the end of 1980. While relief 
is being provided, the opportunities for self reliance projects are very limited 
because of a lack of available arable land for agricultural projects and a short
age of economic opportunities for nearly everyone, including local Pakistanis. 
There is evidence of rising tension between refugees and loca l inhabitants over 
land grazing, water rights and especially refugee cash grants which come close 
to Pakistanis' monthly wages. 

Korea. A Methodist minister in Pusan, South Korea, the Rev. Im Ki-yoon who was 
arrested in Seoul on July 19, has died in prison. An autopsy has disclosed that 
he was beaten on the head many times and died following internal hemorrhaging. 
The 55-year old minister of the Methodist Church in Pusan was a strong supporter 
of the human rights struggle in Korea .... In related news, a number of well-known 
international organizations, including Amnesty International and the Inter
national Co111T1ission of Jurists,have been refused observer status at the trial 
of former presidential candidate Kim Dae-Jung, who like the Rev . Mr. Im has been 
charged with conspiring to overthrow the government. Twenty three others have 
also formally been indicted by martial law authorities and include three mem
bers of parliament, three Presbyterian ministers, and the former chairman of the 
Korean Student Christian Federation. Peggy Billings, of the Women's Division, 
visited Korea recently on behalf of the National Council of Churches. 



Boli via. Sixteen Catho l ic pr i ests and nuns were released by Bolivia's new military 
government, but at least f i ve Bolivian Methodist Church leaders are still in hiding 
for fear of reprisals and t wo more are in detention. According to one of six members 
of an American wo rk t eam f rom Alabama UM churches, the new military junta in Bolivia 
is using "gestapo-type" t act i cs to frighten people. The six were briefly taken into 
custody on July 24 , held in- a military camp and later in a La Paz jail until rescued 
two days lat er by t he Ameri can consul. Meanwhile, a UM staff member of the California
Nevada Conference, Ar turo Fernandez, who is Director of Hispanic Ministries for the 
Conference, was fo rced to remain in hiding for several days after the coup. Mr. 
Fernandez had gone t o Bolivia on behalf of the Conference to observe the promised 
elections . The Bol i vian Methodist with whom he stayed, German Crespo, was arrested 
and i s st i ll i n detention. According to Newscope, after Crespo's arrest, Fernandez 
hid in the homes of missionaries until he left the nation on July 24 .... A repre
sentat ive of the World Council of Churches, Mrs. Jan Rocha, who is a member of the 
Co1T111ittee on Human Rights of the Southern Zone of the Archdiocese of Sao Paulo, 
vi sited Bolivia in late July and reports that both the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Methodist Church are under great pressure. She met with the Bolivian Archbishop 
Jo rge Manrigues and Methodist Bishop Zacharias Mamani, who, according to Fernandez, 
i s now i n hid i ng. The Papal Nuncio in La Paz has given asylum to the former Presi
de nt, Mrs . Lydia Guiler Tejada. 

Bail Money. The National Division of the General Board of Global Ministries pro
vided half of the $1000 bail money for an Iranian student who was found to have an 
out-of-status visa folJowing the detention of 191 Iranian students in Washington. 
The stude nts were released August 6, partly through the efforts of United Methodist 
mini st er and Board of Church and Society staffer Rev. John P. Adams, who was in the 
cente r of negotiations between the Iranians, police and federal officials. The 
Iranians had been detained since July 27, the day the deposed Shah died, after a 
pro- Khomeini demonstration in the nation's capital resulted in a confrontation with 
the po l ice. Bail money for one of two Iranian students with visa difficulties was 
requested by Adams from the National Council of Churches Ecumenical Bail Bond Fund, 
which turned to denominational units for help. The remaining $500 was given by 
the Church of the Brethren . According to NEWSCOPE, the NCC's Richard Butler, who 
also heads the Middle East desk for the ecumenical agency, said he expects both 
groups to be paid back when the student appears for a hearing. Adams has also been 
i nvolved in the United Methodist-sponsored mail service which has provided a mail 
exchange between the hostages and their families .... In other news, Bishop f_. Dale 
Wh i te of New Jersey returned August 2 from a ten-day trip to Iran where he delivered 
three large bags of mail to hostages but was unable to bring back any mail to 
fami lies . White and Georgetown University professor Tom Ricks were detained for 
2-1 / 2 hours at Teheran airport upon departure. ~ 

Zimbabwe. According to an Anglican Suffragan bishop who made a two-month trip 
through his Mashonaland diocese, there is a revival of tribal animist religion in 
that area follow i ng the conclusion of the guerrilla war. The Rt. Rev. Peter Haatendi 
says he sees the resurgence of African traditional religion as a direct threat to 
the growth of Christianity because it is not an organized or institutionalized religion. 
He also says that the new developments have shaken the more tentative Christians, the 
so-called rice Christians, from the fold because when the missions "no longer de
li vered the goods" and the government did, the benefit-oriented attenders stopped 
coming. 



Leadership. Ninety ethnic minority students in the U.S. and Puerto Ri co wi ll 
benefit from grants approved by the National Division's Leadership Development 
Grant Committee. Half of the students have received the grants before and half 
will receive them for the first time . The $500 and $1000 grants are made from 
Advance Special contributions designated for leadership development purposes. 

Iran . Three British missionaries of the Anglican Church in Iran have been im
prisoned and are thought to be undergoing interrogation by revolutionary guards 
in Teheran . Dr . and Mrs. John Coleman, who served a hospital in the southern 
city of Yezd for many years:-and Miss Jean Waddell, the secretary of the Anglican 
Bishop who was recovering from bullet wounds suffered when she was attacked in 
a Teheran apartment in early May, are now held incommunicado and efforts by 
British diplomats to reach them have so far been unsuccessful .... At the end of 
July all remaining American United PresbyterianChurch personnel were withdrawn 
from Iran. These were the Rev. and Mrs. Paul Seto, the Revs.Ken and Margaret 
Thomas, and the Rev. and Mrs. Ashton Stew~Jr:-- Personnel who were teaching 
at church-connected schools in the country had~left by June. The Presbyterian 
mission workers emphasized that they didn't consider themselves to be in danger 
but that the threat lay more "in prospect than in retrospect". 

South Africa . An American church group concerned with multinational investment 
in South Africa was denied visas to visit that country just before their scheduled 
departure . The trip was co-sponsored by the Genesee Ecumenical Ministries of 
Rochester, N.Y. -- the headquarters of Kodak -- and the South African Council of 
Churches. No reason was given for the visa denial by the South African govern
ment .... An interracial group of 144 young South Africans took part in a "Pilg r image 
of Hope'' which visited Israel, France and Switzerland, including the World Council 
of Churches headquarters in Geneva. The group (69 Africans, 11 Indians, 27 Coloureds 
and 37 whites) represented all of the member churches of the South African Council 
of Churches, some Pentecostal groups, and the Roman Catholic Church. At the end 
the group issued a message to the people of South Africa which, among other things, 
urged the Church to work for justice and peace in a non-racial South Africa. 

Youth Conference . More than one thousand young people from 47 nat i ons prayed, 
sang, danced and studied together for seven days July 22-29 in Truro, England , 
at the first International Youth Conference organized by the World Methodist 
Council. Highlights of the meeting included a rally at Gwennap Pit, where John 
Wesley preached to the Cornish tin miners, during which Rev. Peter Bolt arrived 
dressed as Wesley; a procession through the streets of Truro to a service at the 
Cathedral; nightly evangelistic "happenings"; daily Bible study and 20 seminars 
on different subjects; and the issuance of a final message . 

China. An agreement between the quasi-official Chinese Society for Education and 
the United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia was signed in June; th i s 
is thought to be the first agreement between the Chinese and a national U.S . 
Christian agency. The agreement to streng t hen higher education in China calls 
for the Americans to help establish two comprehensive library centers in Chinese 
universities; help strengthen faculty development by bringing Chinese scholars 
to the U.S. and helping Americans invited to teach in China; the stimulation of 
China study programs in other Asian countries, such as India , Japan and the 



Phil i ppines; and the translation of scholarly materials both from English to Chinese 
and from Chinese to English . Among those in the delegation which went to China 
was Dr . Edwin 0. Fisher, director of the UM China Program and a United Board trustee. 
The program will be financed from the Claim Settlement Fund, set up after the United 
Board was awarded $9, 250,000. by the People '. s Republic of China to reimburse it for 
properties confiscated in 1949. 

Personalia. The Rev. Patricia W. Barrett is the new director of pastoral visitation 
with the Division of Chaplains and Related Ministries of the UM Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry . .. Rev. Antonio Cesari has been named rector of tHe Evangelical 
Institute of Theological Studies (ISEDET) in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He succeeds 
Rev . Roberto Rios, who died last October . . . Dr. Duvon Corbitt, director of medical 
services for the UM General Board of Global Ministries, recently spent three weeks 
in Somalia for Church World Service surveying the health needs of refugees there 
and preparing recommendations for a program by a consortium of relief agencies. 
Somalia has the largest refugee population in the world ... Bishop Kenneth Gill, a 
British Methodist minister who is also a bishop of the Church of South India, has 
been named as the Assistant Bishop of Newcastle, England. It is the first time that 
a Methodist has served as a bishop of the Church of England ... Retiring Bishop 
Kenneth W. Goodson of Richmond, Va . , has been named as interim general secretary 
of the UM General Boa~d of Discipleship from Sept. l until October, following the 
election of Melvin~· Talbert as a bishop ... Mary Grace Lyman has been named as 
Secretary for Financial Interpretation of the Women's Division of BOGM. 

Church Women. Within a month after Nan Cox was named the new general director of 
Church Women United all 18 national staff positions in the ecumenical agency were 
terminated in a sweeping restructure. Mrs. Cox said the move was prompted in part 
by severe financial pressures, brought on by a financial short-fall of $85,000 . 
In the words of a CWU statement, a ''nationwide reaction'' to the new plan found the 
CWU Administrative Co111T1ittee "unaware of the time table and process of implementation" 
and not expecting "the great interest and concern expressed over this internal 
business. 11 The new national president of CWU, Dr. Thelma Adair, who lives in New 
York, and like Mrs. Cox is a United Presbyterian, was asked to be in the national 
office to assist Mrs. tox in the transition. The fired staff was invited to re-
apply for the new positions, but some have called the terminations "inhumane, un-
just .... a serious threat to continuity . 11 Severance settlements have been doubled. 
The controversy is not expected to affect the ranks of CWU volunteers who carry on 
much of t he work locally around the country. 

Salvation. We recently received· an announcement for a 11 Do It Yourself Messiah in 
Jerusalem" . At first this seemed to be taking considerable liberties with the New 
Testament text. It was possibly even irreverent . But reading further we discov
ered it is a Chicago organization which plans to bring 1,000 men, women and child
re~ to Jerusalem to sing Handel's Messiah on Christmas night. Participants bring 
their own score of Handel . 



~ EDITORIALSC!J 
TKJ 

At the organizational meeting of the 
General Board of Global Ministries in 
early September, Tracey K'. Jones, Jr. , 
will retire as general secretary of that 
agency of the United Methodist Church . 
More specifically, he will not allow his 
name to be placed in nomination for the 
position (for which he is eligible) 
because he thinks that to do so would be 
a violation of the spirit of the rule that a 
general secretary should only serve 12 
years. The action is very characteristic 
of the man. 

Dr. Jones comes out of the classic 
Protestant missionary tradition. The son 
of missionary parents, he grew up in 
China. (His father, a former YMCA 
secretary, is now a resident of Pacific 
Homes.) After schooling, he served at 
the close of World War II as a liaison 
between the U .S. and Chinese armies. 
In 1946 he began work as an evangelis
tic missionary for the (then) Methodist 
Church in Nanking, China. Following 
the Communist takeover, he transferred 
to Malaya where he served as pastor of 
Wesley Memorial Church in Singapore 
1952-55 . Since 1955 he has been a staff 
executive of the Methodist mission 
agency, serving as an area secretary, the 
executive of the world mission division , 
and (after 1968) as the chief executive. 
In 1972 when the Board of Global 
Ministries was formed , he became the 
chief executive of that agency. 

In addition to his denominational 
duties, Dr. Jones has been prominent on 
the national and world ecumenical 
scene, serving as head of the Commis
sion on World Mission and Evangelism 
of the World Council of Churches 
1968-75 and as vice-president of the 
National Council of Churches since 
1979. 

A classically distinguished church 
career, one might say, and indeed 
Tracey Jones does exemplify the tradi
tional Protestant virtues of order, pro
portion and rationality usually associat
ed with such positions. In fact, howev
er, he has lived in a world of rapid and 
enormous change where flexibility and 
openness were the qualities most need
ed. During Dr. Jones' term of office, the 
traditional understanding of the 
church's role in mission has changed in 
major ways and the institution he 

headed has changed correspondingly to 
a greater emphasis on the poor, the 
handicapped and the increased partici
pation of women and ethnic minorities. 

This change was not achieved with
out opposition (much of which still 
persists today) and Dr. Jones was 
viewed in some quarters as a traitor to 
his upbringing and background . 

Even those who charged that the 
institution had forsaken the evangelistic 
thrust and concern for the individual in 
a zeal for the social could never level 
that charge against Tracey Jones the 
person . His insistence on personal 
concern and piety, Christian evangelis- . 
tic effort and rigorous intellectual hon
esty have been hall marks of his entire 
approach . His insistence on fulfilling 
the spirit of the 12-year rule rather than 
taking advantage of legali sms which 
would exempt him is but the latest 
example of this approach. 

In his new career as an academic, Dr. 
Jones will have a chance to continue to 
inspire a new generation of students 
with his missionary knowledge and 
zeal, his intellectual passion and his 
love for the church on a world scale. We 
sa lute him and wish him wel l. 

MISSIONARIES AND IRAN 
At the end of July all remaining 

United Presbyterian foreign personnel 
serving in Iran returned to the United 
States. The half dozen or so Americans 
had been advised by the Iranian govern
ment that it wou Id be unwise for them to 
stay in Iran at the present time. 

For many Americans it will doubtless 
come as a surprise that there were any 
American missionaries left in Iran, 
considering the current state of rela
tionships between the two countries . 
But the missionaries have been there, 
living in the heart ofTeheran only a few 
blocks from the captured embassy. 

By their presence and quiet witness 
these missionaries have in effect pro
claimed that the mission of the Church 
and the mission of a government are two 
different things . Considering the rapidi
ty with. which in times past American 
missionaries packed their bags in the 
midst of a revolution , these missionaries 
have shown that we have learned 

something about separating the con
cerns of the State from the proclamation 
of the Gospel . 

And what about the Church which 
remains? Thankfully, the Evangelical 
Church of Iran has not been the object of 
the hateful vendetta aimed by unknown 
persons at the Episcopal Church of Iran. 
Schools have been taken over by the 
government, but no pastors have been 
shot and the leadership has not lived in 
fear for their lives. In God 's own 
strength the Church there will continue . 

Regardless of what the new constitu
tion seemed to promise for Jews, 
Christians and Zoroastrians, the facts so 
far tell a story of considerable difficulty 
for religious minorities in Iran. (Another 
religious minority, the Baha'is, was 
pointedly omitted from protection in the 
new constitution and has suffered ac
cordingly.) The atrocities committed 
against the tiny Episcopal Church of Iran 
have been widely reported ; as we go to 
press we have learned that the bishop's 
secretary, Miss Jean Waddell , an En
glish woman in her fifties who was 
serving as a missionary and had been 
tied up and shot in a Teheran apartment 
in early May, has now disappeared in 
Isfahan. Wild charges about the Episco
pal Church being a " nest of spies" or 
headquarters for imperialists are ludi
crous, especially in light of that 
Church's noble ministry for generations 
in hospitals and work with the blind. 

Thus it may be only grasping at 
straws, but it is worth reflecting that 
despite the generally negative picture of 
events in Iran this handful of Americans 
has labored in Teheran for over a year 
and a half after the Revolution and has 
only now been told it would be unwise 
to stay longer. 

THE FIRST OF MANY 
The election of Marjorie S. Matthews 

as a bishop of the United Methodist 
Church has gotten a great dea l of 
attention, and so it shou Id . The first · 
woman bishop of a major denomination 
is a news event and highly symbolic. 
We hope that the symbol will not place 
too great a burden on this bishop, this 
woman . 

In fact, the heartening thing about this 
long overdue breakthrough is the air of 
naturalness which surrounds it and with 
which it is greeted. We rather liked the 
jocular response of retiring Bishop 
James K. Mathews that there should 
always be one Bi shop named 
Mat(t)hews around . Bishop Marjorie 
Matthews wi 11 always be a first but, with 
God 's guidance, she should only be the 
first of many. 
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R ffiinistry ot 
LOVECRNRL 

Elaine Magalis 

It was raining at Love Canal . The 
water ran down the eaves and 
into the gutters of the sma 11 frame 

houses; it drenched the soi l and 
insinuated itself deep into under
ground rivulets, or what the people of 
the Canal area have learned to call 
" swales." By that time it had mixed 
with 82 identified industrial chemi
cals, 11 of them known carcinogens, 
and was leaching into basement walls 
and bubbling back to the surface of the 
earth . 

People at Love Canal feared and 
hated the rain-the dampness in the 
walls was killing their children, and 
they were helpless to save them . They 
couldn't leave because there was no 
place to go. All the money they had 
was invested in the title and mortgage 
payments on houses no one wanted to 
buy in Niagara Falls, honeymoon 
capital of the world, in a neighbor
hood called , ironically, Love Canal. 

Pat Brown and Ann Hillis sat in the 
office of the Love Canal Ecumenical 
Task Force and remembered the first 
meeting at the 99th Street School-the 
school that had been constructed atop 
the chemical dump that was the Canal, 
where Ann drove her asthmatic son 
every day although it was only two 
blocks from their home: " Because the 
doctor told me even a little exertion 
could bring on an asthma attack, and I 
didn' t know that the chemicals in the 
school, on the playground where he 
played, in his own home could cause 
it. " 

" I had never heard of Love Canal 
until 1978," declared Pat. " You lived 
there and you didn' t know. Your 
children were sick and the people 
across the street, and the people next 

only one of many between govern
ment officials and neighborhood resi
dents. But it was after that first session 
that the two women began to count: 
" Seven women right around me had 

· had hysterectomies; five men had had 
open heart surgeries; all the kids had 
emotional problems or asthma. One of 
my girlfriends committed suicide, and 
another tried many times." Ann herse lf 
had lived with cancer and bladder 
problems, lost one baby and had a 
hysterectomy, and undergone surgery 
for rheumathoid arthritis . 

Pat Brown, whose house was in the 
" first ring" immediately adjacent to 
the underground canal, had diabetes, 
arthritis, headaches and rashes. She'd 
lost three babies and her 1 3-year-old 
daughter was crippled with arthritis, 
was missing several teeth, and had to 
have an undiagnosed growth removed 
from o e leg. 

Pat's list of neighbors and their 
maladies was as long as Ann's . They 
were both obsessed : Love Canal had 
overwhelmed their lives. 

Because Pat lived in the inner ring 
her family had been among the 238 
relocated by the state of New York late 
in the summer of 1978, and compen
sated at fair market va lue for their 
homes. Ann had been among the 
approximately 1500 people rema in
ing-most of whom were still looking 
for a way out. Even many of those who 
had no illness to report (it is theorized 
that so-called " dry" homes with no 
swale running beneath them are re la
tively safe), were eager to leave since 
the value of their property had de
clined precipitously . 

Ecumenical Task Force 

door were dying of cancer .... " Both Pat and Ann have been helped 
The meeting at the school was to be by the Ecumenical Task Force (ETF) . 

New World Outlook• September 1980 [345] 9 



"You lived 
there and .YOU 

didn't know. 
Your children 

were sick and 
the people 
across the 

street, and the 
people next 

door were 
d.Ying of 

" cancer . ... 

Above, Ann Hillis, Right, Sister Margeen Hoffman. 

Organized in March of 1979, partic i
pants in ETF include local council s of 
churches, Church Women United, 
eight denominational judicatories, 
Catholic Charities and numerous indi
vidual congregations representing ad
ditional denominations. Its first office 
was in Wesley United Methodist 
Church in the heart of the Love Canal 
area, until physical complaints from 
the staff and volunteers caused it to 
move out of the immediate neighbor
hood . 

The church's pastor, the Rev. Bruce 
Stearns, is a member of ETF's execu
tive board along with nine other 
church leaders from Niagara Falls and 
surrounding communities . Its execu
tive director is Sister Margeen Hoff
mann, a Roman Catholic nun with 
experience in community organizing, 
social planning and work with disaster 
victims . 

" It is symbolic that the church is in 
the area now," suggested Sister Mar
geen . " The minister walks up and 
down the streets so there is clergy 
visible. And they've been very gener
ous about opening up the building, 
and it's become the neighborhood 
facility." 

Mr. Stearns came to the church and 
Love Canal in the spring of 1979 to 
replace a predecessor who quit be
cause of the situation . Asked why he 
came to a place so many people want 
to leave, the minister replied , " I like 
the challenge . Of course my wife and I 
are somewhat fearful , not for ourselves 
because we've lived a good many 
years, but for our son w ho's with us 
right now, and for our grandchildren 
when they visit. " 

A Pioneering Role 

For both Bruce Stearns and Si ster 
Margeen the church 's role in Love 
Canal is a pioneering one. As Si ster 
Margeen explained , " What we' re try
ing to do here is develop a model for 
responding to technological disas
ters-both nuclear and chemical
because this is only the first of many. 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
has identified 50,000 of these dump 
sites and 800 of them are just ready to 
blow, and they' re worse than Love 
Canal . 

"The churches understand and re
spond to natural disasters, but they 
don' t know what to do about man
made ones . It was difficult to get 
churches involved atThree Mile Island 
because people came and looked and 
said , 'Where's the disaster?' The psy
chological suffering, the moral crisis 
that' s going on here, as well as the 
physical-typically volunteers can 
come in and help clean up, they can 
put back what has been ravaged by a 
storm. But not here. It's also a little 
more difficult here to go in because 
you don' t know what the danger is, 
and some people don' t want to risk it. " 

Residents at Love Canal have had to 
struggle with the city, county, state 
and federal governments, as well as 
with the corporations wh ich did the 
dumping. No single governmental or 
industrial entity has been will ing to 
take responsibility , and the result is a 
welter of lawsuits, legislative inaction, 
and occasional action that poses as 
many questions as it answers. The 
Ecumen ical Task Force has testified 
before government bodies, wr itten 
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letters and helped to research some 
effort . 

A Shareholder Resolution 

The chief corporate culprit is 
Hooker Chemical Company, which is 
now a subsidiary of Occidental Petro
leum . As one of the largest employers 
in the Niagara County, Hooker is 
powerful and its influence has 
checked the activity of many citizens 
in and out of the church . ETF helped 
with research for a shareholder resolu
tion sponsored by six Catholic orders 
and the Christian Church , all members 
of the Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Re ponsi bi I ity, at Occidental Petrole
um's annual stockholders' meeting on 
May 21 of this year. The resolution 
asked the corporation ' s Board of 
Directors " to establish policies and 
procedures" to safeguard the compa
ny from future environmenta l contam
ination and publ ic health hazards. 

It is probably a measure of the 
passions aroused by Love Canal that 
debate was cut short at the meeting, 
and that spokespersons for the resolu
tion , persisting in their attempts to be 
heard , were literall y thrown out by 
Chairman of the Board Armand Ham
mer. The corporation claims that it has 
already adopted adequate environ
mental policies and is working to 
implement them . 

Hooker used the 16 acre site that is 
Love Canal from about 1920 to 1953 
as a dump for toxic wastes, but in 1953 
sold the property to the Niagara Fall s 
Board of Education with a disclaimer 
releasing the company from any future 
responsibility . During the next two 
decades developers moved in and 
built homes and the Board of Educa
tion bu i It its school. 

From 1970 on county health offi
cials received complaints and reports 
of noxious odors in basements, of 
black sludge oozing from the 
ground-and slow ly, very slowly, the 
awareness that something was terrib ly 
wrong grew until the State Health 
Department moved in to begin its 
investigations. 

Temporary Relocation 

Several months after the New York 
State Health Commissioner declared 
the site a dangerous health hazard , 
and after many meetings and neigh
borhood pressure, 238 families were 
evacuated from the area. The state 
began to try to clean up the Canal-a 
$35 million job most residents view 
skeptically. In the process poisonous 

"The chief corporate culprit 
is Hooker Chemical Compan,Y, 

now a subsidiar.Y of 
Occidental Petroleum." 

fumes were released, and the leaching 
of chemica ls into homes was in
creased. 

During the clean-up Ann's fami ly, 
along with about 100 others, relocated 
temporarily in nearby motels. Psycho
logical tensions increased as people 
found themselves camping out in 
cramped quarters w ith sma ll children . 
In order to continue to receive finan
cia l assistance Ann had to get a 
statement from her fam ily doctor each 
week affirming that her son's hea lth 
would be endangered should the 
family return . 

A lthough many residents believed 
the area to be as unsafe as ever, they 
returned to their homes when the 
procedure was completed . They could 
not affo rd to go elsewhere. But Ann 
Hillis's son, deeply disturbed by what 
was happening to his family, his 

neighbors and himself, had been 
nearly comm itted to a mental institu 
tion . Says Ann, " There's no way we'd 
go back to the house because the 
house is dangerous." With a loan from 
the ETF they were able to find an 
apartment and pay some bi I ls. 

Throughout thi s period both the 
state and federal government contin
ued to investigate the site and examine 
the hea lth of its residents. Revelations 
were made on a regular basis but all of 
them were sa id to fall short of scientifi
cally proving a connection between 
the chemica ls and the health problems 
of the home owners. And whi le the 
state offered five million dollars to 
" revitalize the neighborhood" if an 
authority could be set up by local 
governments to disburse the funds, the 
county refused to participate and the 
effort was delayed . 



The love Canal Environmental 
Crisis Ministry of Wesley United 
Methodist Church is an Advance 
Special of both the Western New 
York Annual Conference and the 
National Division of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 
The National Division asking is for 
$5,000 annually, and for $20,000 
over the quadrennium. 

The Church's ministry is related 
directly to the work of the 
Ecumenical Task Force, and its 
facilities continue to be used by 
members of the community as a 
meeting place and a place of worship. 

UMCOR (the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief) has responded 
to the love Canal disaster with 
$10,000 in grants over the last year. 
The money is designated specifically 
for human needs, rather than for 
political or legal action. 

According to Paul Morton, UMCOR 
executive staff, Love Canal has been 
" a precedent-setting situation for us." 
UMCOR's mandate has been to 
respond to natural disasters in the 
U.S., and the Discipline has been 
changed to accommodate man-made 
ones. "We realize that we cannot get 
involved in all future industrial 
disasters however. We simply don't 
have the resources." 

"The churches understond ond 
respond to noturol disosters, 

but the.Y don't know whot to do 
obout mon-mode ones." 

Frustration , fed by bitterness and 
fear, fi nally exploded into rage when 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) released a report showing chro
mosome damage in a high percentage 
of persons examined . The significance 
of the results was disputed by Hooker, 
New York State and some well-known 
scientists. Love Canal residents de
manded permanent evacuation and 
took the two EPA officials hostage for 
several hours. Charges and counter
charges flew; President Carter de
clared the situation an emergency and 
promi sed only temporary evacuation. 

At thi s writing, the EPA has moved in 
to conduct batteries of tests they 
predict could co ntinue from six 
months to a year. The Love Canal 
Home Owners' Assoc iation, the ETF, 
and four other community organiza
tions are recommending that residents 
boycott the tests unti I they are per
manently relocated by the federal 
government. Ann Hillis is only one of 
many homeowners who feel that they 
have been used as guinea pigs for the 
last two years by uncaring government 
health officials. 

Emotional Support 

Probably the toughest job the ETF 
faces is giving emotional support to 
people like Ann Hillis . Currently they 
are planning an Advocacy Training 
Program for volunteers who will each 
relate to a family, share with them, and 
listen and help out in any material way 
that they can. " People have just been 
weakened in so many ways and don ' t 
know what to do," says Ann . /1 And we 
desperately need people who have 
knowledge and feeling." 

Sister Margeen feels that Love Canal 
has produced serious emotional prob
lems in many of its victims, and made 
other problems worse . " Alcoholism, 
marital break -up , suicide-Love 
Canal has brought a lot of it to light. In 
some instances families have been 
split up: the wife leaves and the 
husband remains to protect the home 

from vandals . For the first time in their 
I ives some of these people have had to 
ask for help. And that' s been a 
traumatic thing for people who've 
never asked for anything, who have 
been trained in the Protestant ethic that 
we work for what we get. " 

But in many cases it is the children 
who have suffered most. Ann remem
bers that her son was afraid to sleep in 
his own bedroom : " At one point he 
begged to die. He didn' t want to live 
anymore unless we promised that 
we'd get him out of the area . But you 
can say that and when you come down 
to it, you can ' t. " 

Says Sister Margeen : " I think one of 
the things churches can do-we are 
God 's representatives who are re
sponding to the needs of people . I 
consider it unchristian not to be 
politicall y involved where the needs of 
people are unmet-that's why we do 
get involved in address ing the legisla
ture, for example . But it' s only to a 
certain point. We' re trying to develop 
a model here, so I guess we' re entitled 
to a few mistakes. But it's not our place 
to be politicians. 

" Nevertheless, I think we are the 
conscience of the communi
ty .... That's why we do call the 
politicians to account. That' s why we 
try to act as negotiator to get them to sit 
down at the same table ... . /1 

Everyone is agreed that both govern
ment and corporate officials have been 
afraid to act in the case of Love Canal 
because it is the first disaster of its kind . 
What they do wi 11 set a precedent. It 
could set a very expens ive precedent. 

What the church does will also set a 
precedent. If the experts are right the 
next decade wi 11 see many Love 
Canals: the newspapers are already 
full of stories from places like Mem
phis, Tennessee; Elizabeth , New Jer
sey ; and, of course, Three Mile Island . 
Bruce Stearns and Sister Margeen may 
be in great demand in the '80's. • 

Elaine Maga/ is is a frequent contributor. 
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A eucharistic celebration during a COCU meeting in Cincinnati. 

The Contemporary Consultation 
on Church Union Robert W. Huston 

T he Consultation on Church 
Union is alive and well . In
deed, it is serving the present 

and the future of the Body of Christ. 
These are categorical statements that 
some do not see or understand , 
perhaps through no fault of their own . 
If our criterion for worth is whether or 
not news is made constantly, then a 
few eager pallbearers for a supposed 
funeral of the Consultation have a 
point. If value is measured by whether 
or not great numbers of United Meth
odist Christians profess interest, then 
the logic of those who say "no interest 
means no life expectancy" has a little 
validity . If we judge importance by 
whether or not a broad goal is 
achieved in a short term of months or 
years, then those who are hesitant 
about COCU make some sense. 

In the light of the Gospel , however, 
the primary criterion by which any
thing ought to be judged is faithfulness 
to the Gospel. Whether " everyone" is 
interested in the theological and prac
tical service to the churches by COCU 
is less important than that those who 
know about it or are involved in some 

aspect see it as criticall y important for 
the future . Though time-lines are 
useful in any human endeavor (and 
COCU has them) , the arbitrary " in
stant ecumenist" assumption that or
ganic union should have been 
achieved by a certain date, overlooks 
the usual history of thirty years or more 
of work before unions have been 
consummated . The Holy Spirit is 
bound neither by the imposition of 
arbitrary human datelines, nor by 
human reluctance to let the forms of 
the churches change. Nothing is pos
sible except what happens. 

Officially, United Methodists affirm 
the Consultation on Church Union , its 
goals and its methods, and yet there 
are reasonable questions or points of 
rev iew, whi ch will be of interest. For 
almost eighteen years it has joined 
member churches in diligent work for 
unity. What is it doing now? What is its 
future? 

Unanimous Adoption of New Con
. cept of Ministry 

To begin with what it is doing, we 
need go back only to January 1980 

w hen one hundred delegates from the 
ten member chu rches unanimously 
approved a new concept of ministry as 
a step toward a un it ing church. Thi s 
revision is the last chapter in a 63 page 
book, In Q uest of a Church of Chris t 
Uniting, that incl udes 1976 agree
ments on " a church catho lic, evangel
ical and reformed" , meaning of mem
bership, confessi ng the faith, worship 
and a series of " alerts" on church
dividing issues such as racism, sexism, 
in st i tutional is m and exc lu sivi ty in 
congregational life . The seven chap
ters as a who le are a revision of the 
1970 draft plan of un ion that has used 
the thou sands of pages of response 
from congregations of all the member 
churches. Not a constitut ion, the In 
Quest arti cu I ates an emergi ng theo log
ica l consensus as a basis fo r un ion . 

Of the revised chapter on mi nistry 
one distingui shed United Methodi st 
theologian said , " It is a concept of the 
ministry w hich passes the test of 
scr ipture, trad iti on and reason . It is 
now ours to experi ence." Bishop Jack 
M . Tuell , head of the delegation, 
points out the c larity with whi ch it 
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*The member churches of the Consul
tation are: 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 

Church 
Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) 
Christian Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
Episcopal Church 
National Council of Community 

Churches 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
United Church of Christ 
United Methodist Church 
United Presbyterian Church in the 

U.S.A. 

affirms " that all ministr ies (presbyters, 
bishops, deacons) are equal, though 
they may be di fferent. " O ther mem
bers of the de legation describe the 
total document as a " breakthrou gh for 
the w ho le church 11 that 11 makes more 
concrete the one min istry of Chri st. 11 It 
provides a forwa rd look at w hat the 
church of the future wi ll need and 
proves that " we may be beholden to, 
without being fettered to, our past. 11 

General Conference Support 

The Consultation asked onl y that 
each of its member churches receive 
the In Quest chapters for study and 
response . The United Methodist twen
ty-person delegation (a cross section of 
our church's leadership that includes 

This COCU-related "generating community" is in Reston, Virginia . 
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bishops, laity, pastors, professors, 
ethnic minorities, youth , seminarians 
and representation from each juri sdic
tion) had wa nted a stronger word in the 
COCU resolution . The delegation and 
the Ecumeni cal and lnterrelig iou s 
Concerns Division (now the Standing 
General Commission on Christian 
Unity and lnterreligious Concerns) 
petitioned General Conference to " af
firm" rather than simply to 11 receive" 
it. When one delegate at Indianapolis 
challenged the use of " affirm" , the 
chairperson of the legislative commit
tee responded that members of the 
committee had read the document, 
found it worthy of study and response 
and wanted to affirm it. The General 
Conference overwhelmingly voted the 
recommendation . 

The current wording now needs 
perfecting by as many persons as 
possible. For a year it is to be studied 
by congregations, individuals, agen
cies that have special interest in the 
subject such as the Board of Higher 
Education and Ministries, The Council 
of Bishops and the new General 
Commission on Christian Unity. In 
August of this year the Commission 
released the In Quest document to all 
pastors with guides for its study. 
Responses for use by COCU will be 
due by October 1 981 . 

The 1980 General Conference also 
approved another COCU-inspired pe
tition . Annual Conferences are em
powered and encouraged to invite 
official representatives from other de
nominations, particularly from other 
COCU member churches, in their 
sessions and committees with voice . 
Such representatives may be invited to 
participate in the laying on of hands in 
ordination ceremonies in order to 
symbolize the catholicity of our min
istry. Local churches are encouraged 
to invite delegates from other denomi
nations to participate in celebrations of 
baptism and confirmation and other 
special commemorative occasions. 
Special efforts are urged to share 
persons with special skills, talents and 
imagination among denominations in 
order to strengthen the whole body of 
Christ in its nature and witness . 

These affirmations by General Con
ference reflect the general ecumenical 
trend that recognizes baptisms by 
other Chri stian bodies as an affirma
tion that all are members of the same 
body of Christ. General Conference of 
1976 adopted a COCU resolution on 
mutual recognition of members. ow 
the In Quest document and the mutual 
recognition of members move us 



furth r to ard a mutual r ogn ition of 
mini tri and a pos ibl hur h of 

hri t Uniting. 

New Commissions on Church Order 

At that same gathering, the new 
Commi ion on Church Order that 
begin work this summer will make a 
progre report . Rev . Barbara Troxell 
and Rev. Vernon Bigler, district su
p rintendent in California and ew 
York r pectively, are United Method
i t participant . The Church Order 
Commi ion will 1) explore the nature 
of the unity that is sought in the light of 
the agreements in In Quest, 2) sugge t 
po ible form for a uniting church and 
3) propo e step and stage which will 
lead to that goal. COCU is not 
intere ted in a " super church " that is 
monolithic or restrictive of diver ity . 

either i it committed to a " loos 
federation" that wou Id pro ide I ittle 
more i ible unity among the denomi
nation than now exists . Such chal
lenge in the " ticky" but not unsolv
able i ue of order and organization 
of a future union flow quite naturally 
from the recent ad ances all the 
churche have made in the acceptance 
of bapti m and mutual recognition of 
member. 

COCU's Commission on Worship 

Celebrating ignal contributions in 
the pa t with two new publications ju t 
thi ear, i the COCU Commission on 
War hip (on which United Methodi ts 
Re . Ann Denham of Sacramento, 
California , Re . Richard Eslinger of 

a h ille and Profe sor Donald Sa
lier of Candler School of Theology 

rve). Just publi sh d are: An O rder of 
Th anksgiving for the Birth or Adoption 
of a Child that is a respons to a felt 
ne d in all the memb r hurches for a 
ritu al that does not supplant the 
a rament of bapt ism but elebrates 

new life and An Order for An Affirma
tion of the Baptismal ovenant (Also 

a/led Confirmation) that al so can be 
used effectively, for example , when 
several congregations of differing de
nominations hold a common service 
in which the young p ople who 
tudied together publicly affirm their 

faith . 

Lenten Devotional Booklets 

Of the publications sponsored by 
COCU one of the most appreciated is 
the annual lenten devotional booklet 
" Liberation and Unity" that provides 
insight into the distinctive emphases of 
contemporary theological reflection in 
the black Christian community . First 
issued in 1976, it has been continued 
by popular demand and substantiates 
the judgment that by its very existence 
the Consultation is an impressive 
opportunity for identifying and healing 
the institutional results of racial op
pression . 

What of the Future? 

The past and present work of 
numerous other components of the 
Consultation have not been given their 
due, but some ought to be mentioned : 
Institutional Racism, Middle Judica
tory Commission , Worn n ' s Task 
Force . Each has made or is making a 
contribution to the future . All share the 
COCU concept that God judges our 
separated status as Christians and cal Is 
us to unity both for its own sake and for 
the more effective mission of the 
Church . 

The Conferen e in 1981 shou Id give 
some light on the future, but primary 
illumination is expected at the March 
1982 plenary when the Church Order 
Commission will make its report . 
Much depends on it. COCU will not 
be hasty in its actions, but all along it is 
building personal relationships and 
institutional experience across de
nominational lines with attention to 
organizational unity as a possibility . 
Such experience may better enable the 
churches to say " Yes" whenever the 
Holy Spirit says, " Now is the time!" 
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill once said, 
" Far too many people in the church 
have very great convictions about very 
small things. " The Consultation 
stretches us to work toward the visible 

gift of un ity that puts lim ited loyalties 
in a larger perspective, that outreaches 
the experimental , and that reaches out 
to a troubled world with an effective 
witness to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Address of the Council of 
Bishops at General Conference noted 
the tug of the future when it com
mended United Methodist participa
tion in COCU and other ecumenical 
agencies, " so that the Spirit may lead 
us all into new relationships and more 
fruitful ministry ." 

Any guess about the COCU time
line is hazardous. But the Gospel call s 
us to live more than contemporaneous 
I ives and the Consultation is part of the 
future . By 1984 the Consultation could 
be in the stages of developing a second 
draft plan of union for study and 
response . Or the General Conference 
of that year might be asked to act on 
some form of " covenant" that would 
succinctly state the relationship and 
accountability of churches to one 
another, that would go somewhat 
beyond the existing commitments to 
" participate in consu Italians about 
church union." Who can predict 
accurately just what obedience to the 
Spirit will mean? A " wait and see" 
attitude will be inadequate, however, 
for active commitment to the testing of 
the dream is necessary. In the immedi
ate years ahead, the meaning of 
Christian unity will merit rigorous 
exploration in the congregations 
where the life of worship and work and 
the implications for unity as effective 
stewardship of persons and funds are 
clearest. Part of the future of COCU 
rests precisely with the ability of 
pastors and people to catch the 
imperative to Christian unity that 
springs from God's own design and 
providence for his Covenant People, 
from Biblical injunction and "good 
steward" responsibility for the re
sources available . But at this juncture, 
given the breakthroughs in recent 
months that reflect several years of 
patient work, given the growing sup
port for its aim and methods, given the 
actions of General Conference and 
inquiries already in hand about how 
congregations can become involved 
in studying the In Quest book, the 
verdict is clear. Because COCU is 
serving the present and the future of 
the Christian Church, it is alive and 
well. • 

Robert W. Huston is the chief ecumen ica l 
staff off icer o f the U n i ted M eth od i t 
Church. 
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LATIN AMERICA 

Refugees continue to make 
headlines. Indochinese and 
Cuban refugees have been 

firmly implanted in the national con
sciousness through newspapers, tele
vision , and radio reports . Afghan , 
Haitian, and Afric:;an refugees receive 
occasional , if brief, mention in print 
and over the airwaves. But what of 
refugees from the Americas? What 
news coverage or attention has been 
given to the tens of thousands of 
people who have fled brutal persecu
tion in South America? And what of the 
thousands today fleeing the violence 
and terror in neighboring Central 
America? Their stories, too, must be 
heard. Their plight deserves a response 
from this country . 

The Southern Cone 

The Southern Cone is today one of 
the significant refugee producing re
gions in the world . While official 
statistics do not even approach a 

reasonable estimate of the magnitude 
of the problem, the real numbers of 
peoples uprooted primarily for politi
cal reasons from within this area alone 
may exceed two million. 

Paraguay has been under the auto
cratic rule of " strong man" General 
Stroessner since 1954. Brazil has been 
ruled by military regimes since 1964. 
Violent military coups overthrew dem
ocratically elected governments in 
Chile in 1973 and Argentina in 1976. 
The military replaced civilian govern
ment in Uruguay in a more gradual 
usurpation of powers between 1972 
and 1975. 

All of these military regimes have 
been cha racterized by massive politi
cal repression of real and imagined 
dissidence; blatant, generalized vio
lation of human rights including mas
sive utilization of torture, kidnapping 
"disappearances," and outright mur
der; and elimination of democratic, 
civil and trade union rights. Estimates 
of the number of people who have left 

Chilean refugees in transit in Peru register (below, left); refugees in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, sit in the office of a voluntary agency awaiting resettlement (below, right). 
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EFUGEES: The Unfold Exodus Patrick A.Taran 

Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uru
guay range from 250,000 to over one 
half million from each of these coun
tries since 1973. 

After the military takeover in Chile 
in 1973, 80,000 persons fled that 
country in fear of their lives; an 
estimated 40,000 were killed in the 
coup and afterwards. Thousands were 
imprisoned and subjected to brutal 
torture by a regime which has received 
worldwide condemnation for its vio
lations of human rights. As many as 
500,000 more people have left the 
country as emigres for political and 
economic reasons since 1973, ac
cording to Roman Catholic sources . 

"State Terrorism" in Argentina 

Since 1976, the situation in neigh
boring Argentina has become critical. 
In March of that year, the military 
deposed the ineffectual, elected gov
ernment headed by Isabel Peron and 
imposed what has been described as a 

reign of "state terrorism." Human 
rights organizations, including the 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Amnesty 
International, estimate that upwards to 
15,000 people have been made to 
" disappear." These "desaparecidos" 
have been abducted, tortured , and 
possibly killed by para-military groups 
acting with the acquiescence, if not 
the active involvement, of the military 
authorities . Those who have been 
" taken outside of society" represent a 
wide cross-section of Argentine so
ciety, from housewives to clergy and 
from students, workers, and profes
sionals to even young children . Thou
sands of others have been arbitrarily 
detained by police and soldiers and 
thrown into prisons. Today, the U.S. 
State Department estimates that there 
are still some 1,400 persons held 
without charges ; some have now been 
in detention for as long as five years. 

Jewish agencies estimate that 100,-
000 Jews have left Argentina in the last 
five years, fleeing synagogue bomb-

ings, shootings, kidnappings, and vio
lent Nazi-style anti-Semitism tacitly 
condoned by government authorities. 

The Argentine Commission on 
Human Rights estimates that over 
235,000 people have fled Argentina 
for political reasons since 1976. Most 
have gone to Spain, Italy, Mexico and 
Venezuela . The United States State 
Department has estimated that there 
are another 30,000 unregistered Ar
gentine refugees in Brazil, where they 
cannot remain legally due to restrictive 
Brazilian laws. 

The untold exodus of an estimated 
half million people from the sma ll 
country of Uruguay for political and 
economic reasons is all but unknown 
in North America . One in every 500 
citizens of Uruguay, once known as 
the " Switzerland of Latin America," 
was in prison for political reasons in 
1976. One in every 50 has been 
detained at least temporarily since the 
military consolidated control over the 
country in 1973. Most of the exiles 
have sought refuge in or emigrated to 
other Latin American or European 
nations, particularly Spain and Italy. 
However, several thousand Uruguyan 
refugees who fled to neighboring 
Argentina and Brazi I face precarious 
or threatening situations in those 
countries and must find permanent 
refuge elsewhere. 

A Time-Bomb Ticking Away
Central America 

Central America, as part of the 
Caribbean crescent, is today the most 
explosive arena in Latin America . The 
already significant refugee crisis in the 
area could mushroom to much greater 
proportions if~r rather, when-the 
growing political confrontations in El 
Salvador and Guatemala explode into 
open insurrection and full civil war
fare. 

El Salvador is a time-bomb ticking 
away; a full-scale civil war has all but 
begun. The dispossessed majority of 
landless peasants, urban workers, and 
marginalized poor is demanding the 
means of survival under a more just 
social order. The oligarchy of "the 
fourteen families" which has ruled the 
nation for a century is determined to 
maintain control over 60 percent of the 
country's rich farmland and the na
tional wealth, at whatever the cost. 



Forty years of mi litary ru le have not 
sufficed ; right wing death squads have 
been developed to eliminate popular 
leaders at the rate of ten or more a day, 
and to intimidate the populace . 
Today, a " moderate" military junta 
rules, but there is no middle ground 
left for it to stand on. 

Si nce January of this year, at least 
1,500 people have been ki ll ed , most 
either by the death squads or the 
military itself. An esti mated 60,000 
more have been uprooted or have fl ed 
the violent repression in the country
side, many seeking refuge in the 
churches of the capital, San Salvador. 
M any others have been fleei ng the 
country altogether, since before the 
brutal Romero d ictatorship was dis
placed last October. Not all have been 
able to escape. At least 600 Salva
dorean refugees were ki li ed by Salva
dorean troops in May as they attempt
ed to flee ac ross the border into 
Honduras, according to Roman Cath
o lic chu rch sources in Honduras. 

Some of these refugees have been 
arriving in the United States. An 
estimated 2,000 Salvadoreans fleeing 
the Romero regime arri ved in Ca lifor
nia last year, some of them entering 
w ithout documents in their desperate 
search for refuge. 

The rea lity of neighboring Guate
ma la is no less bruta l. In 1979 alone, 
more than 2,000 Guatemalans in
cl ud ing po litica l leaders, labor orga
nizers, peasants, students, priests, 
journalists and innocent bystanders 
were murdered by para-military death 
squads sanctioned by the government . 
Every day now, 20 to 30 more are 
added to the li st of victims. Hundreds 
of people from al I strata of society have 
been fleeing Guatemala in fear of their 
lives. While 75 percent of the popula
tion is Indian, marginalized , and 
desperatel y poor, a tiny elite-white 
descendants of European conquer
ors-controls power and the wealth of 
the country. The sleeping giant which 
the rural Indian majority represents in 
Guatemala is beginning to awaken, to 
be confronted with no less brutal a 
response than that in El Salvador . The 
peaceful descendants of the once
great Mayan civilization are now also 
being forced to violence as the onl y 
means open to them for bringing about 
change in a desperate situation . 

A Token Non-response
The United States 

Despite these massive movements 
of refugees and exiles in our hemi-

sphere, the often desperate pl ight of 
Latin America refugees has been all 
but invisible in thi s country. The 
Admin istrat ion pronouncements and 
the news media refugee stor ies appear 
to have ignored the crises of the many 
who have fled some of our neighbor
ing countries. 

The Un ited States government has 
exhorted other nations " to take their 
share of refugees ." However, the U.S. 
respon se to many of the refugees from· 
our ow n hemisphere has been less 
than equitable. The admission of 
Chilean refugees in comparison to 
other Western countries is telling, as 
indicated by the following graph : 

Country 
Canada 
Sweden 
Belgium 
Norway 
Netherl ands 
France 
Australia 
W . Germany 
Un ited States 
Portugal 

Number of Chilean Refugees 
admitted per million Population• 

307 
305 
112 
109 
102 
94 
74 
29 

8 
7 

•compiled by Michael Maggio 

In June of 1978, the Hemispheric 
" 500" Parole Program was authorized 
under the refugee parole authority of 
the U.S. Attorney General , after nearly 



a year of government discussions . This 
program wou ld admit 500 political 
refugees and their immediate fam ily 
dependents from South America in the 
course of two years, with the under
standing that many of this number 
would be persons held under arbitrary 
detention for political reasons by the 
Argentine mili tary regime . 

Only about fifty detainees actua ll y 
arrived in the United States during the 
two year duration of that authori za
tion . A very small number of Chilean 
and Argentine refugees outs ide of their 
countries were also admitted; the total 
number of admissions came to far less 
than 100! 

The Administration announced in 
April the allocations for the admissions 
of refugees during this fiscal year under 
the new Refugee Act of 1980. Out of 
the total admission of 231 ,000 refu
gees from around the wor ld, only 
1,000 would be accepted from all of 
Latin America outside Cuba! And as of 
the end of June, with only three 
months remaining in this fisca l year, 
only some 90 of those 1,000 had 
actually been admitted to the United 
States . 

A Question of Policy 

As Rev. M. William Howard , Presi
dent of the National Cou nci l of 
Churches, pointed out in a recent 
statement, " We see the Administra
tion making projections for refugee 

admissions which totally ignore the 
rea lities of the refugee si tuation not 
only for Haitians, but for many nations 
wi thin this hemisphere and Africa . The 
Administration is allocating no more 
than 2,500 out of 234,000 admissions, 
for refugees from non-socialist na
tions ." It appears evident that pol icy 
biases continue to lead the United 
States to literally discriminate against 
refugees fleeing the terror of repressive 
regimes which are somehow consid
ered on " our" side. 

The alternative in the face of an 
Administration unresponsive to real 
needs is to advocate loud and clear, 
" to express the wi 11 of the people," for 
an equitable response to the world 
refugee situation, a response which is 
planned, moderated and sensitive to 
our own society's needs as well . 

The U.S. will not be able to so lve the 
world refugee crisis on its own. This 
country can, however, recognize the 
problem even in our own hemi 
sphere-the significant first step to
wards so lving it-and it must respond 
by reaching out in an equal way to all 
those who flee persecution, including 
those who are the victims of our 
" friends ." • 

Patrick A. Taran is consultant for Latin 
American and Caribbean Refugee Con
cerns, Church World Service. This article is 
adapted from one published in Refugee 
and Human Rights Newsletter. 

Refugee children in a center in Latin 
America (above and opposite page). 

"Policy biases 
continue to lead 
the United States 
to discriminate 
against refugees 
fleeing the terror of 
repressive regimes 
which are somehow 
considered on 
our side." 
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Aerial view of Southside Settlement House, Columbus, Ohio. 

South Side Settlement 
Knows Its Neighborhood 

LeaviFig the center of Columbus, 
Ohio, and traveling down High 
Street to Innes to Reeb will bring 

you to the South Side's "steel town ." 
Here are row after row of modest frame 
houses in an integrated blue-collar 
neighborhood, where waves of immi
grants came seeking work in two of 
Columbus' largest companies, Buck
eye Steel Castings and Federal Glass. 
First came the Eastern Europeans, then 
the blacks during World War I, more 
recently the Appalachian whites, a few 
Native Americans, and in the past two 
years, approximately 200 Hmong 
Laotian refugees . 

Helen Kromer 

Though the mean annual income of 
all families in the area is $7,534 and 
only 26 percent have incomes in 
excess of $10,000, there are those 

"South Side continues 
to be the place 

where people with 
common problems 

can meet and 
search for solutions." 

upwardly mobile who move from here 
to the suburbs: the blacks, who now 
form the " upper crust" with stable 
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union jobs in factories, government 
postal work or supply agencies, move 
to South Field ; the Europeans relocate 
in Grandview and Gahanna . Elderly 
people who have lived in their homes 
for years, single mothers with chil
dren , newcomers to the area, are now 
in the majority. Since Federal Glass 
closed over a year ago, many workers 
have been , and remain , on unem
ployment. 

Monitoring the flow of thi s life since 
the turn of the century has been the 
South Side Settlement House, which 
has been located in a plain square 
brick building on Reeb Avenue . 



Founded by Methodist women who 
came to help the immigrants in 1899, 
South Side housed citizenship and 
English classes, along with cooking, 
sewing and child care groups. 

Innovative New Quarters 

But South Side has spent its last days 
in this building, for in May it moved 
into a new, striking, totally out-of-the
ordinary structure a few blocks away 
from the old location . So innovative is 
the new building that the architectural 
students of Ohio State University held 
their annual spring dance in the 
unfinished structure. 

" When the church and the United 
Way decided that we needed a new 
building," says Barbara Stovall , direc
tor of the house, " we decided that it 
oughtto be the best building that could 
possibly be designed . Even the kids 
went to work on boxes and shapes, 
and we found an architect from 

.California who could think in a new 
fashion for us. Then we had to scrap 
the first design because we couldn 't 
raise enough money to build it. Now 
the new building feels exactly right 
except for a big steel and glass stairway 
we want coming down into the main 
hallway to celebrate the history and 
products of these neighborhoods. That 
isn' t quite there yet." 

Barbara Stovall is a handsome mid
dle-aged black woman married to a 
psychologist. The couple have two 
children in their middle twenties, and 
live in suburban Columbus. When 
Martin Luther King died, Barbara was 
chief social worker for children and 
youth at Children's Hospital. She left a 
9 to 5 job and took a $2,000-a-year cut 
in salary to come. " I didn' t want the 
job; I knew the responsibility of it, " 
she says. " But one of the women at the 
hospital in family counseling said , 
'Now Barb, you've always taught us 
that if something needed to be done 
you had the responsibility to do it'." 

That sense of responsibility is 
something Ms. Stovall expects of 
herself and others. " If you look me in 
the eye and say you ' ll do something, I 
count on that," she tells the young 
people at South Side; and though the 
smallest child calls Ms. Stov all 
" Barb, " they know exactly what she 
stands for and what she expects of 
them . 

" We exist to create community 
which is rooted in social economic 
justice," she says. "And everyone 
should be involved in the problems 
which affect his or her life. To create a 

really democratic society, we need 
thinking people w ho are not afraid of 
responsibil ity and are wi ll ing to ex
periment with solut ions to the chang
ing needs of our t ime." 

Terry Coleman, group worker, by 
his ow n definition once a " rea l tough 
kid," notes that M s. Stova ll never loses 
sight of that philosoph y. " Barb didn' t 
think I was such a hot property w hen I 
came here," he says, " but she cha l
lenged me to go to camp anyway. I had 
to stay nine weeks, and help bui ld the 
infirmary and dig the drainage di tches. 
And she made us govern ourse lves and 
plan our own program. W hen deci
sions were made, she would say 'how 
does that hook up to the phi losophy? ' If 
it hooked up, we'd use it; if it didn ' t we 
wouldn ' t. " 

Barbara Stovall. 

Summer Camps 

Four hundred young peop le part ic i
pate yearl y in rotating groups at South 
Side's 260-acre camp near Sugar 
Grove, Lancaster. For two or three 
weeks, the young people w ill explore 
some theme built on the basic concept 
that one has the ri ght and responsib i 1-
ity to be invo lved in one's own dest iny. 
It may be a period in history, the idea 
of work, the idea of freedom, the idea 
of community . One summer a di ffe r
ent topic ·was chosen each day and 
presented as if before a judge. All 
morning the issues invo lved were 

examined . In the afternoon resources 
were obtained from nearby LdrKdSter 
Library (" They will even call to help us 
or send for things we need"). At the 
end of the day a jury made a verdict on 
each issue . 

Along with the reading and re~earch 
into history there is also a wide u)e uf 
film and drama. In one umrner camp, 
a TV documentary was shown on A. 
Philip Randolph and discus)ion fol 
lowed on what effect he had had un 
the workers in this country . Another 
group formed a mock union , acting 
out a confrontation between union 
and management. Sometimes it') )Ong 
and dance work . " Buddy, can you 
spare a d ime?" opened a session un 
the Depression , fol lowed by the as
signed reading of " Grapes of Wrdth " 
and a production of the Ladie Gar
ment Workers ' Union revue , " Pins 
and Needles." 

One camp group did a CCC pro
gram and made new trails; a11uther 
b_uilt Hooverville. When " Sixty Min
utes" did a show on the increase of 
Nazis on the west coast, with the " Kill 
N igge rs" , " Kill Jews " threat , the 
you ng peop le in camp began to rnirnic 
and to use threats themselves, which 
disturbed some members of the teen 
group. Exploring ways tu do 
something about it, they developed 
productions of "Cabaret," and " The 
Diary of Anne Frank" and improvised 
concentration camp scenes . 

One year the blacks in camµ forr m:d 
themse lves into )eparati st groups . So 
" Barb" arranged a tour that summer. 
Sleeping in parks or United Methodist 
churches, and subsisting on peanut 
butter sandwiches (" You can either eat 
or feed your mind, we can 't afford 
both" ), the group made its way by bu 
through Georgia, North Carolind a11d 
Virginia , replicating the Trail of l ears 
on which thousands of Cherokees died 
at the hands of an ill -conceived federal 
govern ment order for removal of the 
Indians to another sta te. " We tried to 
show the univer ality of injustice-
how many people are wronged," says 
Ms. Stovall. " We asked, are blacks 
more wronged than Indians or Jew!> in 
concentration amps? And what due:. 
thi s say about who my brother i)? 
There have always been some men 
and women who stood up and aid 
'This is wrong! ' We need to know 
about these peop le." 

Bus Tours 

South Side own the bu and pay) 
for the gas. Teen T r~ps last seven or 
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eight days, and are usually preceded 
by research . One group, for example, 
started at Ripley House in Ci nci nnati 
and followed the underground ra il
wa ; another visi ted migrant farmers, 
first viewi ng the movie " Salt of the 
Earth." " We've toured the Ami sh 
country, gone to see the Indians, 
visited retired coal miners," says Ms. 
Stoval I. 

Nor is the transportation reserved for 
young people on ly. Recentl y forty 
adu lts and chi ldren took a day' s tri p 
out to the Rickenbach Air Force Base 
in Col umbus, one of the largest and 
most soph isticated bases in the cou n
try. 

Knowi ng your own city, your own 
envi ronment and how it got to w here it 
is is one of the key elements at South 
Side. Much oral history has been done 
by persons interviewing on tape el-

derl y residents who worked in the stee l 
mi I ls and the glass facto ry. 

Another key element is the cross-fer
ti l ization that comes from the mix of 
ages, races, religions, sexes, classes 
and backgrounds . " We don't pract ice 
an y ki nd of segregation here," a Vista 
worker will tell you. A class on 
photography wi ll have chi ldren work
ing alongside busi nessmen and law
yers. A grandmother can be as in
terested in ceram ics and dance as a 
teen can. Conversel y teens can be 
interested in school fi nance, welfare 
payments, hea lth care costs . 

One woman came to see Ms. Stoval I 
at the Settlement House and said she 
wanted to start a w riters ' workshop. 
She had her masters degree in journal
ism from Columbia and didn't need 
any supervision . The group now num
bers 15-from teens to old people. 

South Side's new building is striking and architecturally innovate. 

When someone had no money to 
bury a relative in the ne ighborhood , 
South Side people developed an inter
est group to study funera ls: what do 
they cost, how can you pay for it, how 
do you want to bury your loved ones? 

Advocacy for Area Planning 

Another group sprang up overn ight 
in 1971 when the City of Columbus 
recommended cleaning out the Reeb-· 
Hosack area and redeveloping it as an 
industrial area. Several hundred peo
ple congregated for a meeting. South 
Side and the Columbus Metropol itan 
Area Commun ity Act ion Organ ization 
helped form the Reeb-Hosack Area 
Planning Committee. 

A neighborhood survey showed the 
Reeb-Hosack area to be stable, w ith 
fam ilies who had lived there for 
generations, and important churches 
and institutions. But the gradually 
encroach ing commercial- industrial 
spot-zoning had made it difficult for 
property ow ners to get home improve
ment loans, and of the existing neigh
borhood structures 42 percent had 
minor deficiencies and 29 percent 
were dilapidated . 

The community organized to fight 
the industrial-zoning recommenda
tion , defeated it in a smashing victory 
and got the area rezoned back to 
res idential in 1972. 

But no federal or state financ ial 
assistance could be obtained . The 
comm ittee worked to facilitate state 
housing finance programs but the 
problem was a constitutional one and 
the voters turned down three amend
ments. In 1974 laws were passed 
giving tenants the right to deal with 
landlords if certain services were not 
del ivered, and the committee got 
involved in the tenant-landlord re la
tionship. 

Meanw hile it was working among 
homeow ners to encourage them to 
repair and rehabil itate property. 
Buckeye Federal developed a program 
called the Involve Me Loan . And The 
South Side Express, the newspaper 
edited by Barbara Stova ll and pub
lished by the settlement house, fea
tured articles on " What Can Be 
Done," spotl ighti ng homes which had 
been improved . 

Ne ighborhood maintenance and 
clean-up were organ ized, trees were 
planted and a picn ic area paved . The 
committee requested upgraded street 
lighting (turned down by City Improve
ments) , registered its concern about 



inadequate bus service (31 percent of 
the residents do not own cars) , 
graphed streets which lacked paving, 
curbs or sidewalks, noted illegal truck 
parking, and continued to plug away 
at the housing problem. 

In 1978, the long advocacy finally 
bore fruit: the Columbus Department 
of Development named Reeb-Hosack 
one of six target areas to receive 
concentrated funding under the Com
munity Development Act (CDA)-a 

which includes nutrition with supple
mental food for women and children , 
a pediatric component working out of 
Columbus Children's Hospital and a 
dental clinic . The total program oper
ates on a sliding scale of pay for 
services. 

The clinic has also developed a 
counseling service for alcoholics . 

South Side also provides space for 
the South Side Family Health Center, 
Children and Youth Clinic, Franklin 

"We need thinking people who are not afraid 
of responsibility and are willing to experiment 

with solutions to the changing needs of our time." 

block grant of $2.4 million over the 
next three years to improve housing 
and services in the area . 

"Loans for home improvement can 
now be had at three percent interest, " 
says Ms. Stovall. " There is more actual 
demand than the city has responded 
to, and more potential demand than 
there are dollars. Our struggle now is 
to hold the city accountable and to ask 
the question, 'What kind of <;:ommuni
ty and for whom?' " 

The Reeb-Hosack Committee 
would like to see CDA funds directed 
toward some construction of new 
housing on vacant lots, for example, 
where units planned for young work
ing families might encourage young 
people to remain in the neighborhood 
rather than moving away. Congregate 
housing and cooperatives are other 
housing styles that would foster an age 
and income mix. " CDA funds could 
be so directed toward development 
that educational and cultural oppor
tunities would become available 
along with better health care," says 
Ms. Stovall. " Once again it is a 
question of values." 

Health Services 

The health services already avail
able in the area were obtained by 
South Side's board in 1971 , when it 
was discovered that only two general 
practitioners were covering 20,000 
people. Finding the situation the same 
in other neighborhoods, the board 
lobbied for six health clinics and 
obtained revenue sharing funds . 

Today the health clinic at South Side 
sees 1200 patients a month, with three 
doctors on rotation for continuity of 
care . There is a pre-natal program, 
nursing service, public health service 

County Welfare Department and 
Franklin County Children's Service. 

How deeply rooted South Side is, 
not only in its own community but in 
the larger I ife of Columbus, was clearly 
evident when it began to raise funds for 
the new building: the business com
munity gave large sums; Buckeye 
Steel , Kresge, and Timken Founda
tions all gave large sums; Batelle 
Memorial gave $150,000; CDA put in 
$300,000; and the Women's Division 
of the United Methodist Church gave 
$170,000 which was used to buy the 
land, hire a fund ra iser, hire the 
architect. 

South Side's regular and ongoing 
budget of $536, 996 is funded by the 
United Way of Columbus and 
Churches, including a yearly grant 
from the National Division of the 
Board of Global Ministries of $26,000. 
Government seed and grants funds 
take care of the health clinic and the 
other county and city services con
nected with the settlement house. 

The staff of 28 people at South Side 
is mostly white, students or Vista 
workers-the youngest 21 and the 
oldest 84-and they represent a mix of 
religions and social viewpoints. " If I 
had an anarchist or a fascist I would be 
upset," says Ms. Stovall. " But any
thing in between is fine-shadings of 
points of view . . . " 

New Directions 

Not only is religion no longer a 
defining factor at South Side, charity is 
also no longer given. Instead of food 
baskets and toys, there are food 
certificates and money for toys . There 
is now a year-round fund which can be 
drawn upon for utility assistance when 
someone cannot pay a fuel or phone 

bill. And families can call upon South 
Side in case of eviction . 

Thanksgiving dinner now is pot luck 
brought in by 300 people, with the 
turkey bought and prepared by the 
house. 

On the Chinese New Year, there are 
two or three days of cooking under the 
supervision of a Chinese specialist. 
Then a replica of the animal of the new 
year is made, Chinese dances are 
learned, and a festive parade goes 
down the streets of Reeb-Hosack . 

As usual , the group is half adults, 
half teens and children . 

Twice a week these all-age groups 
meet for various kinds of programs
perhaps to watch a puppet show 
which is brought in from outside. Then 
the group will divide into five smaller 
groups, make puppets themselves and 
write skits for performance. 

One of the latest groups formed is 
called Citizens for Public Education, 
since Columbus public schools have 
just been desegregated. " Columbus is 
integrating better than any city in the 
country," says Ms. Stovall. "The city is 
law-abiding and it had no choice . 
People used every legal means to 
challenge the law, but when they had 
exhausted possibilities, they obeyed 
it. II 

At one of the first meetings for the 
new group, Dr. William Wayson of 
Ohio State University, professor of 
education, spoke on " How to Disc i
p Ii ne Your Child Without Go ing 
Crazy." 

" South Side continues to be the 
place where people with common 
problems can meet and search for 
solutions," says Ms. Stoval l. " And 
since the needs are constantl y chang
ing, we never cease experimenting. I 
am convinced that if we decided on 
the kind of world we want to live in , 
we could come up with it. We have the 
ability and the will to' face reality, to 
face the many inequities, the many 
gaps. But we sell ourselves short: we 
say we' re tired , we' re unhappy, we 
have inflation and taxes . I say, so 
what? We shouldn't be let off the hook, 
not if we' re believers." 

With that kind of basic philosophy at 
South Side, it seems apt that its new 
building has all free areas one flowing 
into another and that its dedication is 
to open spaces, to open exploring, to 
testing. • 

Helen Kromer is a staff writer with 
Interpretative Services of the Board of 
G lobal Ministr ies . 
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SPACE 
FOR 

HEALTH 

More 
children die 

More 
mothers die 

Malnutrition 
because children 
weaned too soon 

Birth weights 
are lower 

More mothers 
are exhausted 
and fall ill 

WANTED: A BETTER WAY 

For every five live births in the world, there are now two induced abortions 

THE BIG GAMBLE 
There are 335m conceptions every year 
What happens to them:-

WOMEN OF THE THIRD WORLD .. 
I COOROO nnlON 

WE WANT MORE CHILDREN l WE DO NOT WANT ANY MORE CHILDREN 

In most developing countries more than half the married 
women age 15 to 49 don't want any more children. But of those 
only half are using any modern contraceptive. 

THE MERGER FAMILY PLANNING SHOULD BE 
PART OF HEALTH SERVICES 

•Because family planning is 
vital to health 

e Because contraception can 
sometimes cause health problems 

~---=a.. •To avoid duplication in personnel 
• Because there is often a 

relationship of trust 

with health workers 
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These women in Sri lanka 
are attending a talk on 

family planning. 

takes time to recover. If th recovery 
time is too short, then health pays the 
price. Infants are more likely to be 
malnourished . Mothers suffer from 
anemia, toxemia and plain exhaus
tion . Babies are prone to low birth 
weights-carrying with it 20 times the 
risk of death in infancy. And often the 
next youngest child suffers as well: 
" kwashiorkor", the wasting disease of 
malnutrition w~ose symptoms are 
known throughout the developing 
world, is a Ghanaian word meaning 
" the illness of a baby deposed from the 
breast too soon". 

The age of the mother, as well as the 
frequency of birth, is also a strand in 
the web which links family planning to 
health . Outside the age band 20-35, 
there is a higher incidence of unwant
ed pregnancy, a higher risk to the 
mother, and a higher rate of mortality 
among the infants born. And roughly 
one-third of all births in the world are 
to mothers younger than 20 or older 
than 35. 

The women who are at the sharp 
end of this "depletion syndrome" 
know better than anybody else how it 
affects their own and their family's 
health. And it is not just the lack of 

family planning availability which 
prevents them from taking their own 
fertility and their own health into their 
own hands. It is often the fact that they 
live in societies where men make the 
decisions and women take the conse
quences. 

The availability and acceptability of 
family planning, by both men and 
women, could be crucial in reducing 
this heavy toll on human health . But 
above all, family planning needs to be, 
and to be seen to be, a service which 
improves people's health and in
creases their power over their own 
lives, and not an imposition which is 
insensitive to their circumstances and 
contemptuous of their rights. 

These twin recognitions-that rising 
living standards bring about the moti
vation towards smaller families and 
that family planning is an essential 
component of health and an improved 
quality of life-cast a different light on 
the issue of world population growth. 
In a word, look after the people and the 
population will look after itself. • 

Peter Adamson is editor of The New 
Internationalist. 



- TllE AspiRATioN BoMb-
A third of a million babies were born 

today. Ten out of every eleven of those 
babies saw the light of their first day in 
a village or town in the poor world. 
Only the eleventh was born in an 
industrialized country. 

Yetthateleventh baby will have a far 
greater impact on the earth's finite 
resources and fragile ecosystems than 
all the other ten put together. For each 
person in the rich world will consume 
20 to 40 times as much during his or 
her lifetime as a person born in Africa, 
Asia or Latin America. 

Commenting on these figures in his 
1980 "State of World Population" 
Report, Rafael Salas, Executive Direc
tor of the U.N. Fund for Population 
Activities, concludes that "while the 
so-called population bomb may have 
been defused, the aspiration bomb has 
not." Every one of the 125 million 
babies born each year is a bundle of 
aspirations, says the Report, "and the 
desire to fulfill these aspirations will 
become the most dynamic and unpre
dictable force in world affairs in the 
years ahead." It is a force which will 
take its toll not only on the environ-

' ment but on the chances of improving 
the quality of life for the world's poor 
majority. 

Ramesh Thapar, India's representa
tive to the Club of Rome, has also 
warned recently against more and 
more consumption: "Rising expecta
tions," he says, "should be interpreted 
in terms which raise the dignity of the 
world's many millions who cannot 
possibly become the inheritors of even 
the minimum standards decreed by 
present day affluent societies." 

In fact the world could at present 
support only about half of today's 
population if everyone were to live in 
the same way as the average Europe
an. "The more affluent must learn to 
limit their wants," says Refael Salas. 
"There is a need for a society of 
sufficiency to replace the distortions of 
both excess and deprivation." 

But back in the rich world, it seems 
that marketing men can take wants 
above needs so much for granted that 

ANURAdltA ViTTAclti 
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~~ThERE is A NEEd foR A sociETY 
of sufficiENCY TO REplACE ThE disTORTiONS 

of boTh EXCESS ANd dEpRiVATiON.'' 

they have now moved on to the next 
stage-playing off one want against 
another. A recent advertisement, for 
example , shows a tanned thigh 
emerging from a black slit skirt, pinned 
by a cluster of South African dia
monds. The caption reads : " Now 
doesn't that look better than a new 
bedroom carpet?" 

The complaint is not new. " Civiliza
tion," mocked Mark Twain , " is the 
limitless multiplication of unnecessary 
necessaries. " The United Kingdom 
alone spends a billion pounds a year 
on advertising to increase consump
tion. The United States spends ten 
times that figure. Without any in
crease, the rich world already con
sumes 85 percent of world energy, 70 
percent of the world's food grains. And 
such inequalities are worsening. In 
1900 the average person in the rich 
world had four times as much as a 
person in the poor world. By 1970 the 
ratio was 40 to 1 . 

It is because the world is so ob
viously working on the principle " to 
him who hath shall be given" that the 
developing nations are pressing their 
demands for a New Economic Order. 

AIRLl.NES 
F THE GERMAN 

DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC 

The present order, they claim, is 
geared to meeting the wants of the few, 
not the needs of the many. 

But what the Third World is asking 
for now is not so much a transfer of 
present wealth from rich to poor 
countries but a redistribution of op
po rtu n i ti es for future economic 
progress. At present, the average 
American can expect a pay rise next 
year which is greater than the average 
Indian can expect in the next hundred 
years . 

So far, high unemployment and 
inflation rates have kept the Third 
World's concerns very much on the 
periphery. But there are whispers in 
the winds of change. 

Potentially the most important of 
them is the debate which was heard in 
Sweden in the 1970s. Today, it is still 
only a whisper. But if it were to 
become a roar, then the direction of 
the industrialized world could be 
changed and the aspiration bomb 
defused. 

The debate began when Swedish 
futurologists Goran Backstrand and 
Lars lngelstam pointed out that by the 
end of the century Sweden would be 

TE 

A dramatic example of the disproportion between people in different nations. 
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producing and consuming three times 
as much paper, six times as many 
chemicals, twice as much food, and 
four times as many industrial products. 
Sweden's population is not expected 
to increase, they argued, so what is all 
this production for? 

For some time there has been a 
growing recognition that greatly in
creased prosperity was no longer 
bringing about a commensurate in
crease in happiness. At the same time, 
there was also a growing awareness of 
the environmental consequences of 
accelerating production and con
sumption. 

At this time, too, Third World voices 
were beginning to make themselves 
heard-and there was a new note of 
warning in the call for justice. "It is no 
longer possible," wrote Romesh Tha
par, "to talk patronizingly to under
nourished peoples about minimum 
standards of living. It will not be 
tolerated. The new theme will have to 
be the maxima-a standard beyond 
which consumption is criminal 
waste." 

Backstrand and lngelstam put these 
arguments together and suggested that 
Sweden should become the first rich 
country to cry "Enough is enough!" 
and change direction-for the sake of 
the environment, for the sake of world 
peace, for the sake of the needs of the 
majority of mankind and for the sake of 
the quality of life in Sweden itself. 

They translated rhetoric into precise 
examples of ways in which Sweden 
could cut down on wasteful con
sumption whilst maintaining a high 
standard of living. For example, they 
suggested realistic maximum con
sumption levels for meat, energy, 
living space and private transport. 

Their Report "How Much is 
Enough?" has so far generated more 
words than action. But it is perhaps the 
nearest that the rich world has yet 
come to taking seriously Mahatma 
Gandhi's famous dictum: "The world 
has enough for every man's need but 
not for every man's greed." • 

Anuradha Vittachi is on the staff of The 
New Internationalist. 



THE PUNCH LINE 
A person born in the 
rich world will consume 
about 30 times as much 
as a person born in the 
poor world. So the 16 
million babies born •··. ·.: • 
each year in the rich \'O~ ~\.~ ~ 
world have about 4 V~O 
times as much impact 
on world resources 
as the 109 mill ion 
babies born each year 
in the poor world 

THE DEVELOPING WORLD HAS . . 

75% OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLE 

15% of 
WORLD 
ENERGY 

17% OF THE WORLD'S GNP 

CONSUMPTION -1· 
-~TH~ W~~~~NHD~~b~~ 

30% OF THE WORLD'S FOOD GRAINS •* .::::::::;>:. ~ 
18% OF WORLD EXPORT 

EA~ 
- :.> 

8% OF WORLD INDUSTRY ~ 

11% OF WORLD 
EDUCATION 
SPENDING 

5% OF WORLD 
SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

TO HIM WHO 
HATH SHALL 
BE GIVEN 

··-~·l In 1900 the average 
person in the rich world 
had 4 times as much as a 
person in the poor world 

Today the pay rise wh ich 
an American can expect in 
one year is greater than 
an Indian can expect in 
a 100 years 

' Observers have . 
wondered why their 
contemporaries who 
are three or five or 
ten times richer tha~ 
their grandparents did 
not seem to be _three 
or five or ten times 
happier or more . 
content or more richly 
developed as human 

beings. ' 
Robert Heilbroner in ' 
'The Human Prospect 
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Publishing House in Kisumu, Kenya. 
Participants may receive credit toward 
a certificate at Sierra Leone Bible 
College through our course. Its main 
benefits to the Kono Church , we hope, 
will be that it allows the workers to 
learn under supervision while they 
work; to use what they learn imme
diately while bringing no social dislo
cation ; to have a standardized content 
being taught; and to increase the 
number and proficiency of workers . 

To help the new il literate believers 
in their spiritual growth , we encourage 
those being trained who are literate, to 
pass on , on a daily basis if possible, 
what they are learning. There is also a 
move to translate these same materials 
and to put them on cassettes . Oral 
exams could be given to those taking 
the course for those who for one 
reason or another wi 11 not become 
literate, but are local leaders. Finall y, 
we are talking to the Provincial Litera
ture Bureau in Bo about initiating a 
literacy program in this area . Thi s 
program would teach people to read , 
in Kono, materials being developed to 
teach improved agricultural tech
niques, better health care and sanita
tion, and the Scripture, which is being 
translated by the Lutheran Bible 
Translators . 

Back at Woama, after the service, 
we are visiting with the people and 
squeezing oranges to quench our 
thirst. We await the group whom we 
came with to be ready to leave. It takes 
so long that I decide to go see what is 
happening. Two things are happen
ing: they are gathering a gift and 
settling a palaver between two young 
men . The church elders and the two 
evangelists are the deciders of the 
case . 

The gift presented to us included a 
rooster , ri ce and yam (tradi tional gifts 
for a first time visitor) and lots of 
oranges . We are the first church 
leaders, missionary or Afri can, to visit 
their vi I I age. We accept the gift, not 
because of our need but from respect 
and love for them . 

Then we give a gift. It is the 3' x 4 ' 
picture Alice Jean has drawn. Again, 
they cheer. Then, we go. We are 
accompanied a short way by the 
people, to help us on our journey . 

Walking back to Ngandorhun, and 
then driving from Ngandorhun to 
Koidu , a 19-mile, one and one-half 
hour journey, my wandering thoughts 
move here and there . How can we 
reach with the Gospel those who are 
crying out? Who can we send to them? 
How can we help them make deci
sions of understanding? Satan is at 
work here as much as in the church in 
the U .S. Sierra Leone is a complex 
mosaic of a society and our approach 
in different places must vary, although 
the message must remain constant. 

I am reminded , "Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit says the 
Lord God of hosts" (Zech . 4:6) . " Lo, I 
am with you always" (Matt. 28 :20) . 
" As my Father has sent me, so send I 
you." (John 20 :21 ). 

These words were written to me, to 
my colleagues here, and to my friends 
at home. They are a reminderthat in all 
things-from beginning to end-it is 
by the Holy Spirit's enlightenment and 
enablement that will make possible 
accomplishing the task set before us al I 
at Woama and around the world . • 

Rev. David L. Parker is a missionary in 
Sierra Leone. 

Opposite page top, the 
author and his children 
enroute to Woama. Above, 
the bamboo chapel specially 
built for the baptisms. Below, 
the men baptized at Woama. 
Bottom left, women using 
shakers to sing praises to 
God. 



Evangelism 
in Sierra Le.one 

In the Kono district United Method
ists attempt to make Christ known in 
many ways, such as mass meetings 
utilizing their own and visiting minis
ters and personal evangelism. 

New Life for All, a training program 
developed in Nigeria and Ghana, has 
been introduced in Sierra Leone, 
strengthening direct evangelism . Sem
inars led by the Conference Secretary 
on Evangelism and Mission enable 
local leaders to share their faith on a 
one-to-one basis. 

Other programs of the church wit
ness to Christ: a Maternity and Health 
Center at Njaiama Ninikoro, a com
munity health program at the Koidu 
Joint Parish and many primary and 
secondary schools. 

People are turning to Christ, and not 
only at Woama, reports David Parker. 
At Bumpe-Woade the district superin
tendent received 87 into the church. 
At Kayima-Warde the minister bap
tized some 110 persons, including 
children and adults . At Tombodu key 
people from a nearby village came to 
the pastor wanting to become part of 
the family of Christ because the church 
had ministered to a bereaved family in 
their village . 

Recently the United Methodist 
Church of Sierra Leone reestablished a 
home mission project at Komiendor in 
the Mafindo Chiefdom of the Kono 
district and assigned a lay evangelist to 
work there . 

While the church continues to 
grow, needs for assistance remain. 
There is a shortage of clergy, some of 
whom have a circuit of 8-10 churches. 
Other needs are for parsonages , 
church buildings and materials . The 
Sierrra Leone church is seeking Ad
vance Special support to bolster it 
evangelism efforts. 



First- and third-generation 
Christians worship together, 
left, and witness through 
schools and health centers. 
Opposite page, a collapsed 
church building. 



Responding to Racism in the 1980s 

There was nothing perfun c tory 
about the prayers wh ich began the 

opening session of the World Consul
tation on Racism in Noordwijkerhout, 
the Netherlands, the week of June 
1 6-21 . Petitions poured forth from the 
group out of the immediacy of separa
tion and loss, shaped by the experi
ence of prison and of trying to live as 
human beings in racist societies where 
daily life itself can be likened to a 
prison sentence with no likelihood of 
parole. 

Prayers of grief over the tragic loss of 
Walter Rodney, 3 7-year-old scholar of 
black racial oppression, who had been 
killed the previous Friday when a 
device of mysterious origin exploded 
in his car in Guyana; prayers for 
Bishop Desmond Tutu and Allan 
Bozak, arrested in South Africa the 
previous Friday and thus prevented 
from attending the Consultation . 
These were people who knew from 
experience that " the Lord sends a 
heavy load," but they were also 
Christians who knew how to celebrate 
the promise that God hears the cry 
when the poor rise up and form one 
people, to "become a sign for all those 
who would claim their grandeur." 

It became clear to this writer during 
the prayers that the struggle of the 
churches to combat racism is first and 
foremost a spiritual struggle to be 
carried on at a very deep level . This 
understanding was strengthened by 
the week's daily meditations and the 
Biblical and theological studies , 
which could be summed up in the 
statement of Dr. William Lazareth that 
" Racism is a challenge to the kind of 
world God wants, a barrier for the 
Kingdom of God ." 

The Consultation, called by the 
World Council of Churches on the 
theme "Churches Responding to Rac
ism in the 80' s, " had as its purpose a 
critical examination of the work of the 
Programme to Combat Racism and the 
setting of directions for the future . In 
attendance were 110 church represen
tatives and resource persons from 
more than 70 countries . In comment
ing on the Programme in his welcom
ing remarks, the Moderator of the 
Netherland s Coun c il of Churches 

Peggy Billings 

spoke frankly of the criticism leveled at 
the controversial work of PCR by some 
Western churches . 

" It would be a mark of humility," he 
said , " if we would reflect on the 
mistaken judgments of the past. " This 
is a task for the Western churches, not 
for the Third World churches making 
up the majority membership of the 
Programme, who " face the future, 
appropriately so." While there are 
those in Western churches who would 
still disagree (the Presbyterian Church 

'' 
Racism is a 

challenge to the 
world God wants, 

a barrier for 
the Kingdom 

of God. 

of I re land, whose representative was at 
the meeting, had just withdrawn from 
the World Council over the Pro
gramme), a growing number would 
now agree with the Moderator's clos
ing statement that "the decision of the 
World Council to stand beside those 
who are struggling for their God-given 
right to be subjects of their own history 
wi 11 prove to be one of the most 
important decisions ever taken by the 
WCC. " 

The Consultation as a Process 

The meeting in the Netherlands was 
the culmination of a process set in 
motion by the wee Central Commit
tee meeting in Jamaica in 1979. In 
response to this call , churches and 
oppressed racial groups in countries 
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al I around the world met to study the 
ways in which racism shows itself 
today, how the churches have been 
working against it, and to evaluate the 
learnings which have been gained 
through the work of the Programme to 
Combat Racism . 

The United States consultation was 
held in Cleveland, April 7-10, 1980. 
Convened by the National Council of 
Churches, representatives of the mem
ber churches of the wee in the United 
States expressed their regret at the 
difficulty they had encountered in 
getting the fu 11 attention of the 
Churches for the task of review and 
analysis . The fact alone suggested both 
the importance of continuing efforts 
and the need for increased work with 
the Churches to enable them to 
contribute to the struggle against 
racism. 

The recommendations and findings 
from the United States process became 
part of the background material for the 
World Consultation, along with re
ports from the other countries and 
regions. In addition , U.S. experts in 
the analysis of systemic racism made 
important contributions to the Nether
lands program . The enormous tasks 
faced in the U.S. in combatting the 
ravages of racism in this society and in 
challenging the role the U .S. and its 
institutions play in patterns of racism 
oppression throughout the world was 
shared with the world gathering when 
Dr. Joseph Lowery of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
spoke about the recent events in 
Miami . 

The World Consultation 's working 
groups were established on the basis of 
themes emerging from the regional 
consultations , and the recommen
dations emerging from it were 
forwarded to the World Council 's 
Central Committee meeting in August. 
Although the Programme to Combat 
Racism is funded separate! from the 
wees main budget through special 
grants from participating member de
nominations, the PCR's staff and pro
gram are accountable to the Central 
Committee and the Central Committee 
is responsi ble for the general direction 
of the PCR. 



The Netherlands delegation makes a 
presentation (top, left); Peggy Billings 
(center) talks with delegates from 
Madagascar and Cameroon (middle, 
left); keynoter Randall Robinson of 
the U.S.A. (left) listens while 
conference moderator Jean Skuse of 
Australia confers with Prexy Nesbitt 
of the wee staff (bottom, left); 
United Methodist Jan Love (left) talks 
with delegates from South Africa and 
the U.S.A. (bottom, right); Olivia 
Muchena of Zimbabwe (right) talks to 
Jose Chipenda of the WCC staff and 
Timothy Mitchell of the U.S.A (top, 
right). 



Racism as 'Sin' 

The fi nal Statement of the Consulta
tion to the Centra l Committee begi ns 
w ith the theologica l declarati on that 
racism " is an assaul t on Christ' s 
values" and a reject ion of Chri st' s 
sac rif i ce . " Wh ereve r i t appea rs, 
w hether in the indivi dual or in the 
collecti ve, it is sin ." It must be openly 
opposed by all those w ho are on 
Chr ist' s side, and by the Church as the 
instrument of God 's purpose in the 
world through Chri st. The struggle 
agai nst racism is not an option for 
Christians, but a part of the faith 
declaration. 

This conclusion was inspi red by the 
theo logical insights of Dr. Wi lli am 
Lazareth of the Lutheran Church of 

main emphasis. Addressing them
selves to the lessons lea rned from the 
strugg le agai nst racism, de legates as
signed to the task of theo logica l 
reflection were faced wi th the recogni 
tion that invo lvement by Christi ans in· 
I ife and death si tu ati ons ca l Is forth a 
mode of theo logica l thought whi ch 
differs substantia ll y from the class ical 
sty le of European systemati c theology. 

It is a theo logy embedded in day
to-day rea lity, learned by being victi
mized or in so lidarity w ith the vi ctims 
of oppress ion. It is a theo logy w hich 
has as its sta rt ing po int Jesus' procla
mation of good news to the poor, 
w hich leads inevitabl y directl y to the 
cross . The Church is called to be w ith 
the poor. 

Racism in the Structures of the 
America , newly appointed to head the Church 
WCC's Faith and Order Commi ss ion , 
and by the worki ng group on theo logy. 
Signaling the long overdue reun ion of 
Faith and O rder with soc ial just ice 
struggles arou nd the world, Dr. La
zareth tackled head on the decision of 
the Presbyterian Ch urch in Ire land to 
wi thdraw from the wee fo r " theo logi
ca l reasons," critic izing the " unho ly 
all iance between the WCC and Marx
ist thought. " 

" We have arrived c lea rl y at a 
moment of truth," Dr. Lazareth said . 
" It is the order of the Church that is 
being v io lated by the faithlessness of 
the si n of racism. Don' t ask w hy 'Faith 
and O rder' is in the Programme to 
Combat Racism. Q uestions of 'Faith 
and Order' are in the midd le of thi s 
struggle because of w hat God tel Is us 
about power, through creation, re
demption and mission." 

Speaking to European and Ameri
can crit ics of the Programme's efforts 
against rac ism, Dr. Lazareth went on 
to say, " The word w hich privatized, 
non-invo lved Chr ist ians need to hear 
is that from the first wo rd of the Bible, 
we are told that power is good. It is 

The f inal Statement of the Consulta
ti on recognized that the structures of 
the inst itutional church often fail to 
engage the God-given task of opposing 
racism because rac ism is to be found in 
those very structures. The task of the 
Churches is also the conversion of 
rac ists and the elimination of raci st 
practi ces. 

The message merits quoting in full: 
" It is a matter of regret and for 
repentance that the churches have 
come so late to the recognition of thi s 
responsibility. They have been alerted 
to the struggle against racism, not by 
the appeals for so lidarity from the 
victims of rac ism, but by the spectacle 
of their defiant resistance . As demon
strated by the lengthening list of those 
w ho have gi ven their lives, this strug
gle w ill continue-w ith or without the 
churches . (emphasi s mine) In the 
struggle for every person's God-given 
freedom against the usurpers of that 
freedom, the churches must now be 
fol lowers, in a field where they should 
have been pioneers at work on the 
frontiers. " 

given by God for the pu rpose of doing Validation of Programme to Combat 
God's wil l in the world . The refusa l to 

Racism use power responsibl y is to accept 
uncritica ll y the 'status quo'." Thi s most controversia l program of 

Racism is demonic and must be the World Council of Churches was 
eradicated by good . It is a cosmic upheld by the Consul tation parti ci-
distortion of God's purpose for the pants as some small recognition by the 
wor ld . Dr. Lazareth said . God is at churches of their responsibil ity. It w as 
work through the chu rches struggling described as w hat St. Paul would have 
with powers and pri ncipa lit ies to ca lled an " arabon," a small begin-
overcome the distortion. God's mes- ning, a deposit w hich is a guarantee of 
sage has entered history wi th the good payment in full. The Programme has 
news to the poor that justice wi ll surely been a " patient li stening" to the voices 
come. of the rac ially oppressed themselves, 

The report of the theo logy working recounti ng their experiences in thei r 
group undergirded Dr . Lazareth' s own way. 
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It is necessary, the Consultation 
said , not onl y to continue the program, 
but to strengthen it. Racially oppressed 
people from different parts of the globe 
have been able through PCR to over
come the barriers of distance and 
language, to communicate face to face 
and be strengthened to continue their 
work. 

Primary focus was placed for the 
present and the future on the witness 
against apartheid. The grants of the 
Special Fund to the liberation move
ments of Zimbabwe, Namibia and 
South Afri ca were described as " pro
phetic ." Delegates heard a first-hand 
report from newly-independent Zim
babwe and a closed-session descrip
tion of the continuing struggle in 
Namibia and South Africa from dele-· 
gates who could not speak publicl y for 
fear of retaliation . 

Conclusion 

In the planning committee prior to 
the Consultation, the Moderator of the 
Programme to Combat Racism, W il
son Wood of the Church of England, 
was asked to state his own expecta
tions for the meeting in the Nether
lands. I would like, he said , the 
following: 

-a clear description of the " me
chanics" of racial oppression. 
The brunt of the struggle is usually 
carried by small groups, which 
need to clearl y recognize racism 
and call the churches to their 
responsibility . 

-a clear description of the diver
sions which the people who 
struggle against racism are led 
into. We must identi fy these 
" dead ends" so that oncoming 
generations do not waste them
selves . 

-a means of protection for people 
against the distort ions of their 
accomplishments by white-con
trolled media and the discourage
ment which results . 

In thi s w riter' s opinion, the Consul
tation fu lfi I led these expectat ions to a 
great degree. What remains to be seen 
is how the member churches of the 
W orld Council of Churches wi ll re
spond to the Consultation's f ind ings. 
Bold action is requ ired if the chu rches 
are to effec ti vely confront the chal
lenge of racism in the decade of the 
'80's. • 

Ms. Bi ll ings is assi tant general secretar 
fo r Christia n Social Relation , Wo men' 
D ivision, United Methodi t General Board 
of G lobal Minis trie . 



" / didn 't know there were an y 
Indians living here!" is a common 
statement heard among non-Indians in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex. Even 
though the Native American popula
tion in this rapidly-growing urban area 
now numbers at least 20,000, they are 
"hidden" to a certain extent. 

It is ironic that these descendants of 
the original inhabitants of this conti
nent should almost be strangers in their 
own land. Historically, only a few 
bands of nomadic pla ins tribes passed 
through what is now known as north 
Texas. The primary reason so many 
20th century Native Americans live in 
Dallas/Fort Worth stems from the 
government's Indian Termination Pro
gram. (Termination was designed to 
assimilate Indians through elimination 
of services to reservations guaranteed 
under U.S. treaties with tribes. Put into 
O!Jeration in the SO's, the policy was 
discontinued a decade later after 
protests, but the government shows 

every. sign that it still wants to get out of 
" the Indian business". ) As a major 
thrust of termination , the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs operated a program of 
re location to major cities throughout 
the United States on the premise that 
the way to solve the economic prob
lems of the Native American was to 
provide them with the opportunity to 
work. Since jobs were virtually non
existent on the reservation , the simp le 
solution was to relocate Indians where 
the jobs were. A simple solution? 
Perhaps. 

In 1957, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
opened a relocation office in Dallas for 
the purpose of assisting Native people 
in finding employment and housing as 
they began relocating here from reser
vations and rural areas all over the 
United States. Since that time, thou
sands of Native Americans have ex
changed reservation/rural life for resi
dency in the Dallas/Fort Worth metro
plex. 

Urban 
lndlans: 
The 
Struggle 
to 
survive 
Harry G. Folsom 

Unfortunately, the complexities of 
learning to operate within an urban 
lifesty le can be staggering, and severe 
poverty magnifies the readjustment 
problem for many. In many cases, the 
poverty on the reservation was ex
changed for poverty in the city. Many 
Native people came with inadequate 
academic and vocational skills and 
therefore were more likely to be 
unemployed, live in deteriorated 
housing, drop out of school , become 
victims of poor health, fall into juve
nile delinquency or alcoholism, and 
appear in an excessively high propor
tion of police and court cases. 

The plight of the urban Indian can be 
heard in their statements: After 14 
years in the city, a young man from 
Montana who had contemplated su i
cide said in his despair-" ! don't 
believe God made me to be kicked 
around all of my life. " A young 
teenager, when asked where he was 
originally from replied, "I was born 
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here-I 'm one of tho e jungle in
dian ."The Indian person many time 

ompare the cit to a oncrete jungle 
of buildings and treet b au e it is 
not a part of the natural world which 
has historical! been the home of the 
Native American. Luther Standing 
Bear of the Lakota Sioux said, " The old 
Lakota was wise. He knew that man's 
heart away from nature becomes hard; 
he knew that lack of respect for 
growing, living things soon led to lack 
of respect for humans too." George 
Tahbone, Kiowa, a respected commu
nity leader, said , " We cry tears like 
anyone else. Maybe we cry more." 
These words hit at the heart of the 
struggles of the urban Indian to survive 
in a world that is not his own . 

The Native peoples of this continent 
have always had to adapt to changes in 
their environment. When the Ice Age 
pushed the wild game and the various 
tribes to different areas, adaptation 
became a way of life for survival. 
Faced with the problems of adjustment 
to urbanization, the urban Indian has 
also made efforts to survive in a new 
and strange environment. 

In 1969, a group from the Dallas 
Indian United Methodist Church ini
tiated a self-help program for Ind ian 

people in the area. This effort resulted 
in the establishment of the American 
Indian Center, located in East Dallas. 
Likewi se, in 1971 the efforts of Dallas 
Indian United Methodist Church and 
Northaven Community United Meth
odist Church (North Texas Confer
ence) resu lted in the organization of 
what is now the Dallas Inter-Triba l 
Center , a federally-funded health 
project for urban Indians, located in 
Oak Cliff. A component of the DIC is 
the dental clinic . ·Due to the lack of 
space in the DIC building, three 
classrooms and the fellowship hall of 
the Dallas Indian United Methodist 
Church provides the space necessary 
for this vitally-needed service to the 
Indian community until such time as a 
larger facility is found for the DIC 
health project. 

The two centers provide a wide 
range of programs such as CET A 
(employment assistance and training) ; 
arts and crafts program; Indian alco
holism programs; women, infants, 
and children nutritional program; a 
medical clinic; pre-school programs; 
high school diploma programs; and 
many social and cultural events . Be
cause Native people are a very soci
able people, the pow-wow organiza-

Native Americans risk losing their "lndianness" in cities, says Harry Folsom, below. 
Pow-wows, like the one at which the Rev. Thomas Roughface is pictured on the 
previous page, keep alive the heritage. 

tions of the Dallas/Fort Worth metro
plex provide opportunities for the 
people to come together to celebrate 
the traditional dances and songs. Even 
though these events are often in the 
shadow of the skyscrapers of a modern 
city, the songs and dances are of an 
age that is lost in antiquity. 

As might be supposed, urbanization 
has a profound effect on the spirituality 
of Native Americans . Those who come 
from a tradition of their tribal religions 
believe these religions cannot be 
expressed in the city. Others come 
from tribal groups who have been 
missionized and are members of Na
tive American Christian churches. 
There are seven Indian churches in the 
Dal las/Fort Worth area . The largest 
congregation is the Dallas Indian 
United Methodist Church, organized 
in 1960 to minister to the spiritual 
needs of United Methodist Native 
Americans who were predominantly 
from the Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference. 

Native Americans who choose to 
come to urban areas run the risk of 
losing much of what is valued as 
" Indian". Assimilation into the domi
nant society appears almost inevitable 
the longer that one stays in the urban 
setting. For many urban Indians no 
matter how long they may have lived 
in the city, home is still back with their 
tribal group. The greatest majority of 
Native Americans upon retirement 
wil I return to their home areas. But the 
question still remains-will they still 
be " Indian" when they return? What 
about their children? How much 
cultural change has been brought 
about through urbanization? Many 
young parents who do not desire to 
return to reservation areas want their 
own children, who would be second 
generation in the city, to become 
aware of their tribal heritage and 
traditions . 

For the urban Indian it is indeed a 
struggle to survive-to survive as 
Native people of North America . The 
feeling on the part of many urban 
Indians is illustrated by the comment 
of Mrs . Elsie Thunder Hawk, originally 
from the Rosebud Reservation in South 
Dakota : " I don't care how long they 
are away from it, or how many degrees 
they have; Indians will always return 
to Indian ways . The culture will never 
die as long as there are Indians." • 

Harry 0 . Folsom, a Choctaw, i a member 
of the Dallas Indian United Methodist 
Church . 
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Margaret Himmel, left, and Marilyn 
Benedict "speak" together. 

" Were you there when they laid him 
in the tomb ... " 

The congregation listened with so l
emn alertness as the choir sang the 
beloved spiritual for the Good Friday 
worship service. Listened--except for 
a smal I group of people at the front side 
of the sanctuary. They didn't so much 
as glance at the choir . Their gaze was 
on the trim, slender woman who stood 
before them, hands deftly gliding, 
fingers forming gracefully and precise
ly the crucifixion of our Lord . 

That was the first time the Medina, 
Ohio, United Methodist Church (pas
tors C. William Yehnert and Michael 
Christian) ministered to the deaf, 
through the skilled hands of Mrs. 
Marilyn Benedict. 

Since then, Mrs. Benedict has inter
preted the worship service in its 
entirety whenever a deaf person has 
attended . 

"Good Friday was most d ifficu It, " 
Mrs. Benedict said softly. " I don't care 
for crowds. Three years ago I would 
never have believed I'd stand in front 
of two hundred and fifty people and 
interpret." 

Five years ago Mrs . Benedict was 
looking for "something to do", when a 
friend of hers kept talking about an 
interpreting course she was taking in 
nearby Wadsworth, so she decided to 
go and see what it was about. 

Interpreter 
for the 
Deaf 
~laru G. Keek 

Obviously, she has found fulfill
ment in the task she has accepted of 
interpreting for those for whom sounds 
have no audible meaning. 

When I asked her if she had done 
additional study beyond that first 
course, Mrs. Benedict quickly replied 
that she not only goes to area work
shops every year, she also takes 
co llege credit courses at Akron Uni
versity, Ohio. 

School Mainstreaming 

Presently Mrs. Benedict is working 
part time in a North Canton , Ohio, 
elementary schoo l some forty mi Jes 
from her home, interpreting for a 
six-year-old deaf boy who is being 
" mainstreamed " into kindergarten 
reading and first grade math . North 
Canton has a class of eight deaf 
students who are taught separately 
from " hearing" children . 

" This is the first for this school that a 
chi ld has been individually tutored by 
an interpreter with the goal of the child 
being entered into hearing class
rooms," Mrs. Bened ict exp lained. 
" But I think there will be others now." 

" Actually," she continued, "i t is 
quite different from interpreting for 
adult deaf with whom many sentence 
and phrase 'shortcuts' are used . I must 
spel I out every word , because the 

child must learn the correct English 
sentence structure. It took a while for 
this boy to accept me as an adult 
working just with him, but we' re 
friends now." And her quick smile 
flashed . 

When I made a comment about her 
work with deaf-mutes, Mrs. Benedict 
gently corrected me, noting that unless 
a person 's voice box has been re
moved, which is rare, that person is 
not mute. 

" Deaf people don't l ike to be called 
'mute', " she admonished . " They have 
opted not to use their voice with most 
hearing people, though they will with 
each other and with an interpreter. Of 
course, they cannot hear themselves 
and imitate the expressiveness that the 
hearing have learned from infancy." 

Role of the Interpreter 

Mrs. Benedict went on to carefully 
define her position as an interpreter, 
saying that she has a " role", but not a 
" place". 

"All I do is exchange information . I 
hear it and it goes out my hands. I'm 
not there to be full of ideas; I'm a robot . 
Some adu Its expect the interpreter to 
make decisions, so it can be preca ri
ous at times. There are people who are 
counselors and interpreters." 

Mrs. Benedict is concerned for the 
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non-hearing and the acceptance they 
may not find in groups. 

She remarked that hearing people 
wi II flock to the interpreter the first 
time they see it done, but what she is 
doing involves the non-hearing-she 
is doing it with them . 

" It' s easy for hearing people to 'not 
see' the non-hearing," she comment
ed . " Deaf people get shoved into the 
background . The interpreter should be 
in the background ." 

Mrs. Benedict, although enthusias
tic about her work, is quick to point out 
the pitfalls . Though one can learn the 
alphabet, to be a serious communica
tor takes a real commitment. It in
volves dedication to homework, and a 
great deal of practice. One must 
practice with deaf persons. 

One of the adults for whom Mrs. 
Benedict interprets is Margaret Him
mel. Ms. Himmel works with instruc
tors in sign language at the local Joint 
Vocational School and has also assist
ed in courses at Metropolitan General 
Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio. 

This petite, attractive woman, 
whose parents were members of the 
Medina church many years ago, is 
finding satisfaction in now attending 
church herself. She can not only 
"hear" the sermon, but also the hymns 
and choir singing. 

" Interpreting music is an art from," 
Mrs. Benedict points out. "One makes 
the signs large. The beat or time is 
indicated by body swaying. Facial 
expression and body language are very 
important." 

One choir member remarked , " It is 
as though our singing has taken on 
another dimension-almost like elec
trical impulses being translated by 
going through Marilyn and becoming 
music in another way." 

Mrs. Benedict hopes to get her State 
of Ohio "Expressive Certificate" soon . 
She eagerly shares her knowledge with 
others interested in becoming a part of 
this ministry to the non-hearing. 

" Marilyn makes the worship service 
mean more to all of us, " Mrs. Leona 
Naragon, president of the Medina 
United Methodist Women, sa id . 

Mrs. Benedict would like to think 
that the way she has chosen to serve 
her fellowmen will help more people 
" listen" to those who cannot hear. 
And in thi s c ity of northeast Ohio, it is 
so. • 

Mary C. Keck is a writer in Medina , Ohio. 

LETTERS 
No' Cow 

When my July-August issue of New 
World Outlook arrived , as usual , I quickly 
scanned through it before settling down to 
read it. As I looked at the sketch on page 26 
in connection with Heifer Project Interna
ti onal , I burst into a big laugh. 

Excuse me, but it is so obvious that the 
artist grew up far , fa r removed from a cow. 
The bull with the cow's udder just hit me 
funny from the start. 

Ju st as a woman is shaped differently 
than a man, a cow is shaped differently 
than a bul I. I know cross-breeding can do a 
lot, but surely, not this much. 

Anyone milking this cow by hand would 
have difficulty resting his/her head on the 
flank of thi s animal and milking it, as the 
udder is pl aced too far forward . 

I hope the artist has a sense of humor, 
ca n find a real cow to take a good look at , 
and then enjoy a good laugh at himself. 

Eleanor Trummel 
Davenport, Iowa 
We are thinking of sending the editor 

and art director on a two-week fresh air 
vacation on a farm. 

Clergy and Politics 
Your editorial , " Poli ti cs and the Clergy" 

(June, 1980), is thoughtful and helpful in 
many ways. However, I fear that a 
significant point , namely that " in normal 
times" political careers be left to the laity, 
only encourages the dualism and quietism 
reflected in the Pope's ban on priests in 
politics. 

We need to remember that it was only 
two years ago that the U.S. Supreme Court 
ru led unconstitutional the last state law 
(Tennessee) which prohibited clergy per
sons from hold ing public office . Attempts 
to deny publ ic leadership to c lergy persons 
deny their basic rights as citizens in a free 
society and rob the nation of their rich 
contributions. 

(Rev.) Lovett Hayes Weems, Jr. 
First United Methodist Church 
Philadelphia , Mississippi 

Laurels and a Dart 
Thanks for a good article (July-August) 

on the General Conference. Laurels for a 
good interpretive article and one teenie 
little dart for spelling Bishop Wheatley' 
name wrong. 

Thomas S. McAna lly 
United Methodi st Communications 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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A "World Culture" 
In a letter publ ished in your July-August 

issue, my old friend and mentor, Dr. Frank 
McKibben, asks what are the " dimensions 
of 'Global Missions' and the term ' interre
ligious' ?" He hopes we can have " better 
understanding of and cooperation w ith 
other world religions ." 

May I draw from my thought and 
experience in the years since he and I had 
fellowship together beside Lake Michigan 
some thoughts which may serve to answer 
his query? 

Implicit in his remarks is the idea that 
rel igions are the product of segregated 
groups each making " genuine efforts" to 
create their religious structures-thought 
structures, structures of pract ice . He feels 
that somehow each religion is validated by 
the history of a given population , a 
clearly-defined entity belonging to a 
clearly defined ethnic group. 

Like our own society, every society has 
known continuous change . Some changes 
have come from inventions made with in 
the group. Historically, most changes in 
most societies have come because of 
contacts with other groups. In the contact 
situation , each group sees in the mental 
and physical equipment of the other group 
some new ways to meet life's needs, some 
new way to gain satisfaction, some new 
item of culture. Depending on the situa
tion, the new item will be borrowed and 
introduce change-often a whole train of 
changes-in their life-ways . 

Religion has always played an important 
part in change, and borrowing religious 
items has been a very common procedure. 
All the " world religions" have spread their 
influence over wide areas of the world , and 
in the process have changed the life ways 
of other societies and have been changed 
in their own structures of thought and 
practice. Borrowing of religious items-of 
whole groups of items-has been a very 
common event and a very change
producing event in the life of all people. 

Today, contacts between groups of 
different cultures has become very fre
quent and very intense. The changes that 
have resulted include more than religious 
changes . 

Actually , in the past century and a half, 
the contacts made by Christian mi ion
aries have been among the most ben ign 
and least disruptive. The innovations
whether theological , aesthetic, soc ial or 
technological-offered b m1 s1onarie 
have been less disturbing than change 
produced by other agents of contact. For 
instance, in Hawai i the whaler and trader 
brought diseases and commod itie wh ich 
destroyed ocial patterns much more 
ruthlessly than the missionarie bringing a 
relatively gentle monothei m and thrifty 
wor hip as alternatives to co ti wor hip 
and oppressive demonolog . Dr. Li ing
stone' theolog wa indeed a gentle 
experience for the Bantu people after the 
ra id of the rab la e trader \\ho 
preceded him. nd the mu ical notat ion 
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) tern r latl\ el) re<.entl) 1m ented 1n th 
V\'e<,t ha-. attracted the le<;s con-.er\ at1\ 
mu~1cian 1n man countrie~ ''here no 
' <;tern ot notation had e 1 t d pre\ 1ou<.I) 

Th m1~'1onar) 1 , e ent1all) , a " <.on
tact ag nt ' H can help to make hi<; ne\\ 
idea' usetul in his tie Id of\, ork, but tor him 
to b om " 1nd1g nous" and to make his 
rel1g1ou~ 1nno\at1on " more ot th ame 
old thing" would be to v1t1ate his fun t1on 
a a onta t agent. 

In <.ontau 1tuat1ons, omet1mes a single 
1nd1\ 1dual borrO\\ an idea (or a group ot 
lif -wa) l from the rnnta ting group. Thi 
1nd1\ idual " mm rt " i u uall) treated 
unkind! in a consenat1\e soc1et) The 
m1 1onar) tri s, of our e, to prot ct this 
1nd1\1dual b) \\hate\er means ma) b at 
hand om t1m a group of ind1\ 1dual 
a c pt an 1d a trom a contacting group. 
Th ir adiu tm nt within their own o 1 t 
i . a com pl " and 1 ntere ting pro<. 
Today th mot common form of " comer-
1on" 1 what 1 ailed " modernization ." In 

th1 proc , th ftort 1s usually to borrow 
only u e ful t chnolog1e . But t c.h
nolog1 are in tricably asso 1ated with 
oth r lif -wa , including rel1giou 1d a . 
In many ountrie we note today that the 
"world r l1g1on" held b the p ople a 
cen tur ago ha b en subtl altered into a 
quit d1ff r nt t of ideas and pract1c 
under th influ n e of contact with th r -.1 
of th world . 

f cour e ther has been pain for 
mult1tud in the e periods of change. 
(Religion have p nt a great deal of their 

ffort on d aling with pain for even in th 
mo t und1 turb d 1 olation there ha al
way b nagreatdealofpainofall ort .) 
But there 1 one item of great hope. There is 
ev1d ntl) merging amid a great deal of 
confu ion a great new common body of 
knowl dg and kill , of ideas and exp ri
en e, a\ ailable now to people of all land . 
There 1 m rging a " World Culture." The 
Chri tian mi 1onar i an active agent in 
furth ring th1 d \elopment. Hi particular 
(but not h1 ole) re pon ibilit 1 to bring 
into th1 great bod of a ail able cultur the 
fruit of relig1ou e perience in that part of 
the world wh re there ha been the most 
acti\ inventivene and frequent inter
group contact. 

Thi ' orld culture will ne er b a tatic 
tradition . It great ma of content will 
make it dynamic. We may compare the 
''hole'' ith a part : the cience of edic1ne 
1 part of the' orld culture. The mor th1 

1 n e of medicine pread to attack 
problem in variou part of the world th 
rich r th e perimentation , the more 

t1mulat1on to theory-building, 
\ aried the bod of tal nted 

p r on_ b ing brought into its enterpri e. 
Ther i no uch thing, toda , a " H indu 
medicine" or " I lamic medicine"; \\e are 
in earch ot a medicine in term of 
un1\ r al . Th ame thing i happening in 
religion. 

harle L. \\an , Ph.D. 
Gro_ Point , "-l1chigan 

JO HN R. MOTT, 1865-1955: A BIOG RA
PH Y, by C. Howard Ho pki n . G ra nd 
Ra pid , 1980: Eerdma ns Publ i hing Com
pany, 816 pages, $22.95 

This is not just a book ; 1t i a pilgrimage . 
To follow the life of John Mott from his day 
as a outh in Iowa to th dizzying heights of 
unparalleled world Christian state man
sh1p i a gripping spiritual experi nc . 

Over a period of fifte n y ars Howard 
Hopkin ought out through world -wide 
travel, re earch and inter iew the living 
ources of direct knowledge and appraisal 

of Dr. Mott. He has compr s d into one 
attracti e volume in cholarly but engaging 
tyle an in piring account of M thodism's 

mo t widely known mi ionary since the 
timeof)ohnandCharle W sley . The book 
i given added appeal by it ea ily readable 
print and by fifty-four picture from the 
world-wide associations of Dr. Mott. 

To those of today for whom the name of 
Mott may not be familiar, he has been 

al led by scholars and leading hurchmen 
an "ecumenical and evangeli al giant," 
"the ablest ecclesiastical sta t sman and 
world Christian of hi time," and even " the 
mo t prodigious Chri tian mi ionary si nee 
St. Paul." He was first and foremost a 
mi sionary. Always wh n asked to identify 
himself, whether by pa port au thorities or 
in casual conversation , he had a standard 
reply : " I am an e angeli t." 

Yet Dr. Mott transcended traditional 
molds. What might have seemed to some 
to be contradiction were to him harmoni
zations . He was a uperb reconciler in the 
profoundest sens , bringing a II the facets of 
the Christian faith under a common 
allegiance to Chri t. Thi applied, for 
example, to denominations. A a con
vinced and loyal Methodi t, he erved for 
man years on it Board of Foreign 
Mis ion , he repre ented the Methodist 
Church at international a emblie , he was 
a peaker at the Uniting Conference which 
brought the orthern and outhern 
churche together. But his life work was 
primarily i nter-denom i nationa I, devoted 
to the total Church of Chri t. One of his 
favorite watchwords wa from the High 
Pr ie tly prayer of Chri t: " That they might 
all be one ... that the world might 
believe." 

Though a layma n, he was a penetrating 
e po itor of the Bible and a dynamic 
e ponent of Chri tian conversion. He 
preached the Go pel at every opportunity, 

wheth r 1n mall group (u uall y stud nts). 
or 1n massive ass mblie all around th 
world . H fr quently pictured the true 
Chri tian as an " ambassador for Christ. " 

Thi mall-town boy from the Middle 
We t wa to b come in his world-wide 
travel o er six d ade a welcome guest of 
pre id nt and king , ty oon of finance 
and business, th ologians, bi hops, and 
metropolitan . A tru t d coun elor to fiv 
uccessive pr ident of th United States, 

he wa a co-re ipient of the Nobel Peac 
Prize, awarded for hi life ot world-wide 
humanitarian er ice and international 
reconciliation . In further recognition of hi 
national and world leadership, he was 
buried in the ational Cathedral in Wash
ington alongside th tomb of President 
Woodrow Wil on , a lo e friend . 

Dr. Mott loved and served all humanity 
regardless of race, color , nationality or 
religion , but thi all was rooted in his 
devotion to hrist. Dr. Hopkins makes this 
clear in the word and deeds of Mott, who 
insisted that " above all and through all we 
should keep our gaze riveted on Christ. " 
Mott exemplifi d this central focus by 
procla iming at every opportunity a " larger 
Christ" and challenging his hearers to 
follow him with a larg r view of hi mission 
to humankind . 

Though professionally a life-time execu
tive of the ational Board of the YMCA in 
the United States, Dr. Mott is now most 
widely known for his pioneer ecumenical 
leadership of the Christian Churches , 
partly in his own country but chiefly 
abroad. Aher developing the work of the 
Student Volunteer Movement and organ
izing the World 's Student Christian Federa
tion as a very you ng man, then serving for 
years a chai rman of the SVM, WSCF and 
the World' YMCA, he organized and 
chaired for several decades the Interna
tional Missionary Council. He was a 
driving force behind the world-wide Life 
and Work and Faith and Order Movement 
which led to the creation of the World 
Council of Churches, of which he was 
made Honorary Pre ident. 

Another astonishing fact in the vision of 
Mott was his fidelity to youth. Even at the 
end of his life, having worked for six 
decades with top leaders of church, state, 
industry and education around the world, 
hi commanding concern was still young 
people. He never forsook the commi tment 
he made as a student at Cornell University 
to the Student Christian Movement. In his 
ninetieth year he reaffirmed that if he had 
his life to live over again he would devote 
more of it to his fir t love, the oncoming 
generation. 

Dr. Mott wa not a theologian in the 
professional or technical sense. Posse sed 
of a brilliant mind and tremendous mental 
energy, his wa a con cious decision to 
apply his talent in more " practical " 
direction . While still a student at Cornell 
he wa offered a teaching posit ion in the 
Department of Philo ophy. He wa urged 
b other friend to pu rsue a formal 

ew World Outlook • September 1980 [377] 41 



th o logical edu at ion and en t r th hri s
tian mini. tr 1. In lat rl if , d pit hi la kof 
advan ed degree • he was offe red profe -
or hip and the presiden ie of prestigious 
eminarie and univer it ie . (He \ a also 

a k d to take major amba ador hips and 
to be r tar of tate.) Bu t h tu k t hi 
la t. 

om ' ould a hi th olog 
imple, even impl istic, bu t it wa d ply 

embedd d and r stal lear .. It major 
in r di nt \ ere the prima of a maje ti 
and demand ing bu t indwelling and ever 
a e ible God; the Dei t and Lord hip of 
Je u hri t ; the rede mabi li t of all 
human bei ng through Ch ri t; the imp ra
ti e of both convers ion and ancti fication ; 
the manife t mi ion of th lai t to 
e angel ize and erve; and the inherent 
unit of all the churche of all the world a 
member of the one Bod of hri t, de pite 
the di er itie that appea r to d i ide them. 

orac iou in readi ng, prolifi in w riting 
and di ci pli ned in hi Bible study and 
de otional life. Mott might we ll have 
become a theo logical gia nt. But he was 

confiden t that h had a pe ial all from 
God and a pa rt i ula r work to ac ompl ish. 
o he refu d to b " id -tracked" or to 

allow oth r in m eting to g t " bogged 
down" in d bating th theo logica l ni ce
tie . Though ev r mindful of al l relevant 
i sues and e p iall y of the n eds and 
fee lings of p r ons, att ntion to the e 
onsidera tion wa an ingredient of the 

la rger goa l . In ingl -minded devotion hi s 
cour e wa in orably set on the super
highway of global Kingdom enterprises. 
There w as no turn ing a ide for lesser 
co ncern s. Hopkin ' sensi tively interprets 
th i pass ionate commitment. 

If the amazi ng ambience of this great 
man's l ife eems too remote to represent 
rea I ity for the average pastor or the average 
layperson fa ing the problems of life today, 
not so. All of us are indebted in countless 
ways that we can begin to sense from thi s 
biography to Dr. Mott's crea tive leader
ship. All of u an profit by thi s exposure to 
his prophetic vision . The book ca n help 
every reader to imbibe someth ing of the 
inspiration that thi s ded icated Chri stian 

There is still time to Advance 'With EMLC 
You ca n still d es ig na te Ad va nce gift s for the Eth ni c Minor·ity Local 

Church (EMLC) Miss iona l Prio rit y. This priority con tinues th roug h 
Dec. 3 1, 1980. 

T he EMLC A ci va nce Specia l hclps black , Asian , Hi spanic and Nat ive 
A m er·ica n Unit l' cl Mcthorl ists to: 0 Recruit a nd educa te m ore mini sters 
0 Tra in ! a i l ~' fo r lead ership in Christia n educa ti on , evangelism and 
o ther fi elds 0 Bu ild new chu rches a nd r enovat e ex isting churches 
and pa r so nages 0 Prn , ·id c e thn ic pas to rs a b ett er lil'ing 0 Reach out 
in their commu nities . 

Your EMLC Ad l'a ncc gift is needed. It wil l 

42 [378] 

d o som ething impor ta nt for Ch ri st anci the 
Church . Dcsig rrnt c gifts: Acivance Spcci ;tl 
Ethn ic Minori ty Local Church (990500). Mai l to: 

The Treasurer, Genera l Cou nci l on Finance a n d 
Administration, 1200 Davis St. Evanston IL 6020 1 
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layman ommunicated to millions th rough 
a nobl lif ommitted to God . 

At a time when a fal se dichotomy has 
ari en between " conserva tives" and " lib
erals" in many c ircles, we could we ll be 
gu ided by the profound fa ith, intellectual 
a umen and human insight of Dr. Mott that 
enabled him to embrace the best in both of 
the e o-cal led confl ic ting orientations . A 
sub-title to the book might well have been 
" Ecumenical Evange li ca l" or " Eva nge li ca l 
Ecumeni st. " He perso nified both. As Dr. 
Hopkin states in his preface, " John Mott 
was unique. The biographer or historian 
may look in vai n fo r his counterpart. " The 
evidence is bri lliantly documented in 
Hopkin 's exposition. 

Thi s definitive biography speaks directly 
to many of the deepest spi ritual and 
mi ssiona ry issues of ou r own times. The 
work of John R. Mott applies to every time. 
Hi s biography is commended to min isters 
and lay persons alike. It would be a 
va luable addit ion to every church library. 

R. H. Edwin Espy 

A long-time ecumenica l leader, Dr. Espy 
was one of Dr. Mott's successors as general 
secretary of the Student Volunteer Move
ment. He was general secretary of the 
National Counci l of Churches of Christ in 
the USA 1963-73. 

AGONY AT GALLOWAY , ONE 
CHURCH 'S STRUGGLE WITH SOCIAL 
CHANGE, by W. J. Cunningham. Jackson, 
1980: University Press of Mississippi, 169 
pages, $9.95. 

During the Civil Rights struggles of the 
1960s, probably no one chu rch was such a 
visi ble symbol of segregation within Meth
odism as Galloway Memorial in Jackson, 
Mississippi. At least two bishops of the 
chu rch were among those turned away 
from its doors fo r attempting to break the 
color line in worship. (W ith the recent 
election of F. Herbert Skeete to the 
episcopacy, the number now rises to 
three.) Not only were people turned away 
but some were arrested. 

Now W . J. Cunningham, pastor of that 
church from 1963 unti11966, tel Is the story 
of that time and a thoroughly depressi ng 
story it is . Not simply because of an attempt 
to hold on to the past which was always 
doomed to fail but because of what the 
story reveals about misunderstandings of 
the nature of the ch urch. 

It i always easy to be wise in hindsight 
and one does not wish to be judgmental 
about ind ividuals . What is depres ing here 
is the grip that social forces had on the 
church and its co nsequent inability to 
function . United Methodi sts, who pride 
themse lves on the strengths of the connec
ti onal system, ca n study th is book wi th 
profit. Galloway, during the period under 
discussion , functioned to all in tents and 
purposes as an independent congregation 

(Continued on p. 46 .) 
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BOLIVIAN COUP 
IS PROTESTED 

Top staff members of the United 
Methodist World Division have pro
tested " the interrupti on of Bo li v ia's 
democrati c process and the death and 
detention of numerous politi ca l, labor 
and religious leaders" following the 
military coup on Jul y 17. 

Loi s C. Miller, head of the World 
Divi sion , and L. M . McCoy, acti ng 
executive for Latin America , sent a 
telegram to Col . Lui s Arce Gomez, 
Bolivia 's mini ster of interior, mi gration 
and justi ce, on July 25 . It urged " the 
release of all those detained and return 
to the constitutional process" in elec
tion procedures. 

The message also protested the 
violation of human rights of hundreds 
of Boli vi ans. 

In the fourth military takeover in 26 
months, armed men in civilian clothes 
brushed past guards at the Pres idential 
Palace on July 17 and arrested Mrs . 
Lydia Gueiler Tejada, the interim 
President, and her cab inet. Gen . Lui s 
Garcia Meza, the army commander, 
was sworn in as the new President. 

Three leaders of the Boli v ian Meth
odist Church were detained in La Paz. 
They are German Crespo, nat ional 
secretary of service mini stries; Hugo 
Tijerina , a lawyer and one of three 
persons who formed the church's joint 
general secretariat in 1976-77; and 
Febe Tijerina , his w ife and the daugh
ter of one of the first Methodist pastors 
in Bolivia . Mr. Tijerina was subse
quentl y rel eased. 

The three were reportedl y attending 
a meeting of labor and reli gious 
leaders at the Boliv ian Workers' Cen
~e r the day of the coup. The building 
was invaded by men w ith machine 
guns. Even though those at the meeting 
called out "we are not armed," several 
were machine gunned , according to 
reports received here . 

Among those injured and taken 
pri soner was Marce llo Quiroga Santa 
Cruz, leader of the Socialist Party. He 
reportedl y was shot the following 
Sunday . Others killed inc luded the 

genera l secretary of the Bolivian work
ers organi zation, Oscar Sanjines, and 
offic ials of the miners' union , Guirello 
Capobianco and Gua lberto Vega Ya
pura . Mrs . G ladys Solon Romero, 
director of the Democratic Federation 
of Boli v ian Women , was thought to 
have been killed , accordi ng to reports. 

Touri sts and foreign residents were 
ordered to register immediatel y and all 
tourists were told to leave Boliv ia by 
July 29. 

A lthough one news story reported 
that six Methodist mi ss ionaries from 
Alabama were detained at Sapecho in 
the northern province of Beni but 
subsequentl y were released , Wor ld 
Di vision staff received word that the 
six were work campers from Alabama 
not missionaries. 

Religious leaders in Bolivia have 
asked the world religiou s community 
to protest the vio lat ion of human rights 
in their country to Col. Lui s Arce 
Gomez and President Meza, and to be 
prepared to assist probable ex iles . 

Roman Catholic Archbishop Jorge 
Manrigue publicly cr i ticized the 
junta's actions. 

The National Counci l of Churches 
U.S.A. sent a telegram of protest to 
Pres ident Meza, and th rough the 
Washington Offi ce on Latin America 
ca lledforthesuspensionofall U .S . aid 
to Boliv ia. 

Express ing "extreme disapprova l" 
of the coup, the U.S. suspended 
mi I itary aid and reca li ed Ambassador 
Marvin Weissman, w ho helped block 
a previous army takeover attempt. 
According to Secretary of State Ed
mund Muskie, economic aid is under 
rev iew. (UMNS) 

FIRST WOMAN BISHOP 
AMONG 16 NEW LEADERS 

ment of a new record in balloting for 
bishop. 

The actions occurred during the 
church 's five concu rrent quadrennial 
jurisdictional conferences across the 
nation the week of July 15 . 

Receivi ng the most widespread at
tention was the election by the North 
Central Ju risdiction of the Rev. Mar
jorie S. Matthews, superintendent of 
the Traverse City (Mich.) District. With 
her consecration on July 1 7, Bishop 
Matthews became the first woman in 
the history of United Methodism and 
its predecessor denominations in the 
U.S. , and possibly the first woman in 
the Anglican and Protestant traditi ons, 
elevated to the episcopacy. 

Another "fi rst" occurred w hen the 
Northeastern Jurisdictional Confer
ence elected the Rev. F. Herbert 
Skeete of New York City's Salem 
United Methodist Church on July 17, 
bringing to three the number of Blacks 
elected bishop in the 1980 Confer
ence. In each case-W. T. Handy, 
Baton Rouge-Lafayette (La .) District 
Superintendent in South Central Juri s
diction , Melvin G . Talbert , Board of 
Discipleship General Secretary, in 
Western Jurisdiction and Skeete-they 
were the first bishops elected in their 
respective jurisdictions . Only once 
before-in 1972 and in the same three 
jurisdictions-had three persons from 
racia l/ethnic groups been elected, two 
Bl acks and one Asian-American. 

Besi des the three Blacks elected 
bishop, at least 1 7 other Black, His
pani c and Asian American candidates 
received votes in the 1980 balloting. 
However, efforts by the Hispanic 
caucus and other groups to elect the 
first Hispanic bishop failed . 

The 1980 elections marked the 
largest number of ballots ever needed 
to fill episcopa l vacancies in the U.S. 

The election of 16 new bishops in with the Western Jurisdictional Con-
the United Methodist Chu rch in the ference taking 47 ballots before elect-
U .S. and Puerto Ri co resulted in the ing the Rev. Calvin D . McConnell of 
consecra,tion of the fi rst woman to the First United Methodist Church, Colo-
episcopacy in th e hi story of th e rado Springs, Colo ., on July 18. That 
denomination , the elect ion of three broke the previous record of 30 ballots 
black c lergymen and the establish- set by the North Central Jurisdiction 
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hur h in incinnati \ r el 
a lamation. Both th outh 
and outhea tern juri di tional on
f ren e had taken 22 ballot to fill th 
final acanc in each region . Prior to 
the 1980 election , the re ord for 
numb r of ballot ca t wa held b the 
outh entral Juri di tion-29 in 

1948. 
Onl the orthea tern Juri dictional 

Conference e caped a deadlock itua
tion and in a span of onl four hour 
and 42 minute elected Mr. keete, the 
Re . George W . Ba hore of First 
United Methodist Church , Lancaster, 
Pa ., and the Rev. William B. Grove of 
Chri t United Methodi t Churc h , 
Bethel Park, Pa . 

Although the South Central confer
ence, which had five bishops to elect, 
quick! chose four with elections on 

the e ond , third , fifth and sixth 
ballots , del ga te encountered a 
deadlock on th eighth ballot. The 
ensuing 13 ballot aw some candi 
date withdraw only to receive votes 
on later ballot . On the 22 nd ballot the 
Rev . John Ru II of Boston Avenue 
United Methodi t hurch , Tul sa, 
Okla., who had withd rawn on the 
14th ba llot, gained the necessary 
margin for election. 

In the Southeastern conference, 
elections occurred on the eighth , 16th 
and 22nd ballots wi th the Rev. C. P. 
Minnick Jr., Alexandria (Va .) District 
Superintendent, ga ining election on 
the last ballot after the Rev . Joseph B. 
Beth ea, d is tri c t superintendent of 
Rockingham, N . C. , and the nominee 
of the jurisdiction 's black caucus as 
well as three annual conferences, 
withdrew on the 21st ballot with 182 
votes . 

Delegates to the Western Jurisdic-

WORTHY OF 
YOUR SUPPORT 

44 

Methodist support for block education goes bock more than one hun
dred years . 13ut not until 1972 did the twelve block colleges related 
to The United Methodist Church become a port of our denomination's 
regular support system. 

The establ ishment of the 131ock College Fund. as one of the ap
portioned funds of our church. was on affirmation of the mission of these 
vital educational institutions. 

These twelve block colleges. founded and nurtured in the United 
Methodist tradition. merit our continued support . The 1981 goal for the 
apportioned 131ock College Fund is $6.420,000. 

Every United Methodist congregation should shore fully in this 
crucial ministry. 

A strong 
heritage with o 

bright future! 

BENNETI. MORRISTOWN ,~ 
PHILANDER SMITli . CLARK,RUST. • ... 

BmlUNE·COOKMAN. ~ftll~ 
HUSTON -TILLOTSON.~~~ 

MEHARRY MEDICAL, CLAFLIN. c~ 

DILLARD, PAINE, WILEY l'UI"' 
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tional Conference encountered no 
diffi culty in making their first choice, 
electing the Rev . Melvin G . Talbert, 
general sec retary of the Board of 
Di sc ipleship, on the fourth ballot. 
Almost 60 hours and 43 ballots later, 
Mr. McConnell was elected to fill the 
second vacancy after the Rev . Ri chard 
W . Cain, president of the School of 
Theology at Claremont, Ca lif., with
drew on the 45th ballot. Dr . Cain had 
led on most of the ballots after Dr. 
Talbert's election but never was able to 
muster the two-thirds majority needed 
for election. A variety of proposals
including the election of two co
bi shops or the creation of a new 
episcopa l area-were put forth in an 
effort to break the deadlock, but all 
were rejected . 

It was the North Central Jurisdiction 
delegates who chose an unusual ap
proach to the deadlock which devel 
oped after the election of the Rev . 
Edwin C. Boulton, administrative as
sistant to retiring Bishop Lance Webb 
in Iowa, on the 13th ballot. 

With two vacancies left to be fi I led, 
Dr. Colaw and Dr. Matthews repeat
edly led the list in voting but neither 
was able to garner the necessary 
300-plus votes needed for election. 
On the 26th ballot, the two were tied at 
215 votes each. On the 29th ballot, 
Dr . Colaw was seven votes shy of 
election, and Dr. Matthews was 2o 
votes short of the mark. At that point, 
the other four candidates receiving 
votes each withdrew leaving only the 
two contenders . An initial motiori to 
elect the two by acclamation , offered 
by the fourth candidate to withdraw, 
was ruled out of order, but a succeed
ing motion to suspend the conference 
rules and elect the two by acclamation 
was greeted by thunderous applause 
which the presiding officer, retiring 
Bishop Ralph T. Alton, ruled was 
approval. It was 6 :08 p.m. Eastern 
Daylight Time, July 17, and the first 
woman had been elected to the 
episcopacy. 

With the completion of balloting in 
the five jurisdictional gatherings, eight 
local church pastors, fiv.e district 
superintendents, one annual confer
ence executive, one general agency 
executive and one bishop's assistant 
had been elected bishop. Three of the 
new bishops come from pastorates of 
large churches which have produced 
several bishops : Bishop Roy C. Clark 
from West End in Nashville which has 
produced three bishops; Bishop Rus
sel I from Boston Avenue in Tulsa 
which has produced six; and Bishop 
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Ben O li ph int, First Un ited Method ist 
in Da ll as wh ich has produced seven . 
(U C) 

ECONOMIST FORESEES 
LESS CHURCH INCOME 

A professor of econom ics and busi
ness manager for the U .S. A ir Force 
Academ has pred icted bad fi nanc ial 
news for churches next year " un less 
church leaders get off w hatever they 
are sitt ing on and do someth ing about 
it . II 

Speaking to 50 members of the 
n i ted ethod ist Assoc iat ion of 

Church Business Adm inistrators here 
Ju l 22, illi am eida of Co lorado 
Springs, Co lo., pred icted that the 
genera l state of the economy in the 
coming months w il l reduce income for 
chu rches, and they need to plan for it. 

Dr . eida sa id that econom ists 
genera lly think the current recess ion is 
go ing to " bottom out" in October or 

o ember, that unemplo ment w ill 
continue to go up afterward, and that 
" inflation w ill probab ly pick up aga in 
because the economy th is year is be ing 
flooded with money. " 

" This means bad news for the 
church because we w ill go into one of 
our hea iest giv ing seasons at the 
bottom of a recession . It w ill continue 
to affect churches next year," he sa id . 

The econom ist, a member of First 
United Method ist Church in Co lorado 
Springs, recommended that churches 
plan for the future by co llecting data 
on month ly rece ipts and expend itures 
for as much as 10 years back and 
arranging it to determine the genera l 
financ ial trend for the future . He sa id 
he wou ld be wary of consu ltants, and 
that most churches cou ld utili ze " ta l
ent you've already got on board for 
th is." 

The idea of pred icting prob lems for 
the future runs counter to the argument 
that " faith w i ll provide," he sa id, and 
" you have to attack that part icu lar 
argument on the basis of sound 
theology, and face it direct ly." 

Dr. Weida suggested that in pre
dicting financ ial problems in the fu
ture, on the basis of ana lyzing data, 
" we are giving a warn ing in the sp irit of 
Charles Dickens' 'Christmas Caro l.' 
We are say ing, 'These are the shad
ows of things that may be, on ly if we 
don' t personally do something.' " 

Dr. Weida said that energy is a 
major factor in the inflation prob lems 
and that the higher cost of energy w ill 
mean financial loss to churches . 

Accord ing to the recent ly published 

1980 Yearbook of American and 
Canadian Churches, wh ich gives sta-
tist ics for 42 orth American commu
nions, United Methodist per capita 
givi ng of $129 . 90 ranks th ird from the 
bottom. The tota l contributions of 
Un ited Method ists for 1977, the last 
year for th is report, w as $1.26 billion . 

On the pos itive side, Ewi ng T. 
Wayland , genera l secretary of the 
Genera l Counc il on Finance and 
Adm inistrat ion , noted that w hile the 
infl ation rate has gone up 76 percent 
during the last 10 years, all church 
givi ng has increased 72 percent and 
per capita givi ng has increased ap
proxi mate ly 86.5 percent. 

Accord ing to Dr . Wayland, a profile 
of many loca l churches revea ls that 
about 20 percent of the members pay 
about 80 percent of the budgets . 

ThomasC. Rieke, stewardsh ip exec
utive for the United Method ist Church 
w ith offices in ashville, does not 
deny the accuracy of the stat ist ics and 
adm its the givi ng patte rn s of the 
denom inat ion are not w hat t hey 
shou ld be. However, he noted that 
many denominations encourage their 
const ituency to channe l all or a high 
percentage of their tota l givi ng through 
their loca l church. While stressing 
gi ing through the church , he sa id 
Un ited Methodists also are soc ially 
sensitive and commun ity minded . 

" They cont ri bute generous ly to 
programs and projects which are not 
included in church reporting," he 
sa id . " It has been documented that 
United Method ists give more o causes 
such as the United Way than do 
persons from many other denomina
tions." 

Mr. Rieke said some of the promo
tion procedures used in the United 
Method ist Church have not kept up 
w ith what some other denominations 
" know and pract ice " concern ing 
stewardsh ip. 

" For instance, we separate our 
stewardsh ip and benevolence promo
tion, and we take for granted that our 
people understand World Service . I 
don't th ink they do, and I don 't th ink 
they are compe lled by it," he said . 

Figures for both Method ist and 
Evange lica l United Brethren gi ing in 
1967 showed giving to be about $70, 
compared to nearly $130 in 1979, he 
said . Genera l funds of the church as a 
percentage of tota l giving have re
mained fairly stationery, accounting 
for about five cents of the dollar. 

Constant H . Jacquet Jr., a staff 
assoc iate for Information Services in 
the Office of Research , Evaluation and 
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World Communion Sunday 

October 5, 1980 
"Listen now , my people , come to 
me . .. and you will have life!" 

-Isaiah 55 :3a (GNB) 

Partaking of the cup and the loaf 
with Christians around the 
world, we join our Host in faith , 
hope and thanksgiving. Through 
the World Communion offering 
we support Crusade Scholars, 
Minority Scholars and United 
Methodist Chaplains . 

0 ...... c-- s-- . . .. 
Un ited Method ist Communica tions 
1200 Davis St. 
Evanston. IL 60201 

on Cueette 

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

or Full Refund 

Quick Delivery 
Five Days 

Send 52 00 for 
Tape w/ samples 

Tapes of al 6 offen 

Guaranteed 
New International Version .. . .... $34.95 
The LMng Bible 

musk and sound effects ....... $34.95 
King .lames Version 

with or without music . . . . ..... $24. 95 
The New American Standard . . . . $39.95 
Revtaed Standard ... . . . . . ..... $34. 95 
The LMng Christ 

8 hr. dramatized musical biography 
of Jesus' life .... . . . . .. ...... $29.95 

~o;id 
Bible 
ociety 

P .O . Box 495s 
Brentwood , TN 37027 

-~· 
Or Call for · ame Da erv1ce 

Phone (6 15) 373 -0335 
In CA1 ADA add 10 
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Planning for the National Counci l in 
New York, ed ited the 1980 book and 
11 previous editions. 

Church Bulletins, Poot Ce'* a. Chrlstma Ce'* 
FREE SAMPLES AND 

The 1980 book inc ludes severa l 
surveys of re ligion in Ame ri can li fe 
inc luding a study by Southern Bapti st 
C. Kirk Hadaway w ho reported that 
" brand changing" is a fact of modern 
church li fe wi th 40 percent of Ameri
can Protestants indicating a different 
denominational preference than they 
had w hen growi ng up. 

ILLUSTRATEO LITERATURE · Write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. NW, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 
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~' his young orphan girl has found love and a new life. She is one of 
""I 15 orphaned or abandoned children lovingly cared for at the M ethodist 

Children's Home in Morretes, Brazil. 
The Christian devotion of the director and his wife, members of the 

local Methodist Church, made it possible to establish this home. Gifts from 
Brazilian Methodists and support from the World Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries have kept it going. 

The need now is for a second dwelling so that other homeless children 
can be cared for. Much is being done at Morretes. Much still needs doing. 
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LIBERIA GOVERNMENT RELEASES 
WIFE OF ASSASSINATED LEADER 

Victoria A. Tolbert, wife of assas
sinated Liberian President William R. 
Tolbert, Jr., has been released after 
three months in the custody of the 
insurgent government, Southern Bap
tist mission officials learned. 

Mrs. Tolbert is president of the 
Women's Missionary Union for the 
Liberia Baptist Convention . Her hus
band had been an ordained Baptist 
elder and was once president of the 
Baptist World Alliance . 

John E. Mills, director for West 
Africa of the Southern Bapti st Foreign 
Miss ions Board, reported after a trip to 
Liberia that Mrs. Tolbert was released" 
on July 12 . She had been held si nee the 
coup that took her husband's li fe last 
April 12 . 

Mr. Mills said government radio 
reported that Mrs. Tolbert was given a 
house, a car, a driver and two secu rity 
officers and told she was free to go 
anywhere. He added that Southern 
Bapti st missionaries who visited her 
said she appears well . One of Mr. 
Talbert' s sons, A. B. Tolbert, was 
reported to be sti ll in custody. 

The new government appears cor
dial to continued missionary efforts in 
Liberia , Mr. Mills said. He said he met 
with a permanent secretary to the new 
head of state, former Army Sgt. Samuel 
K. Doe, who assured him that the 
country needs Southern Baptist help, 
especia ll y in education . 

There has been a long tradition of 
American missionary efforts in Liberia, 
founded in 1847 by freed slaves from 
the United States, and the leadership 
has had close church ties. Besides Mr. 
Tolbert being an active Baptist, Li
beria 's former vice-president was 
United Methodist Bi shop Bennie D. 
Warner, livi ng in exile in Texas. (RNS) 

(Books, continued from p. 42.) 
with even its pastor red uced to a ceremoni
al bystander. Bis hops did not exert their 
autho rity, a district superintendent is quot
ed on ly as a supporter of segregation , and 
representatives from the other parts of the 
church were increasingly rejected as " out
siders ." 

Was this paralysis avoidable? Thi is a 
nagging quest ion. One would like to knm 
fo r example whether Dr. Cunningham was 
so naive as he frequently appea rs. It seem 
to su rpr ise him that his dissent from 
congregational policy is received with 
hostili ty even though the previous pa tor 
fo r eigh teen yea rs had left Gal Iowa o er 
this question . These are important que -
ti ons because we all need to learn what we 
can from torie like that of Gallowa . 

A.J.M. 
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LATIN AffiERICA 
Timely Mission Study 

Learn to identify with Latin American 
brothers and sisters as they struggle for 
justice and look with hope to Christ's 
church . Understand the political, econom
ic and theological revolution occurring 
since 1945. 

Basic Books for Adults and Youth : 

The Cry of My People. By Esther and 
Mortimer Arias. (Also in Spanish.) These 
Bolivian church leaders focus on pres
ent-day realities of Latin America. Tl1ey 
examine the meaning of development, 
causes of underdevelopment, role of 
women, the status of human rights, and 
how liberation theology grew out of the 
church's concern lor the poor. $2.95. 

In Every Person Who Hopes. By James 
and Margaret Goff. Latin Americans 
involved in the struggle for liberation 
express themselves through poetry, car
toons, letters, and songs of hope and 
protest. Includes a summary of Protestant 
involvement in Latin American life. $3.75. 

LATIN AMERICAN FACES AND PLACE S 

Two Ways to Look South: A Gulde to 
Latin America. By R. Dwight Wilhelm. 
Complete manual for organizing study 
sessions on the theme using all the 
materials. Suggestions for resource cen
ter and special mission events. Special 
children's guidance section and a bibliog
raphy. $2.25. 

Supplementary _______________________ _ 

The lndlan Awakening In Latin Ameri
ca. Edited by Yves Materna. Collection of 
contemporary statements from major In
dian groups in Bolivia, Venezuela, Co
lombia, Mexico, Paraguay, Panama and 
Brazil. $5.95. 

Audiovisuals------ ----------------------1 

Map'N'Facts: Latin America. Learn 
about Latin America from this 23" x 35" 
three-color map visualizing the area from 
the Gulf of Mexico to Cape Horn. Also 
highlights key historical and cultural 
events. $2.25. 

Prlnclpalltles and Powers. By 18 Mis
sion Interns. Nine of these essays on 
Human Rights and the International Order 
describe experiences of mission interns in 
Central or South America. $2.50. 

Children's Resources 

Journey South: Discovering the 
Americas. By Mary Hoey. An appealing 
set of five two-color 11 " x 17" story papers 
for late elementaries. Latin American 
faces, places, family life, history and 
famous leaders are presented. $3.50. 

Turnabout/Latin America 
Filmstrip for adults and youth presenting 
realities and disparities of Latin America 
with historical background. Features se
veral selected countries and pictures 
parallel problems. Perspectives are given 
on involvement of Christian Churches on 
the continent. Cassette and guidance. 
Spanish script and sound track included. 
$15. 

Chlldren of Sun/Chlldren of Rain 
Faces of Latin American children intro
duce this filmstrip which focuses on the 
variety within Latin American in living 

OCTOBER ISSUE, NEW WORLD OUT
LOOK, WILL FEATURE THE MISSION 
STUDY " BIBLICAL UNDERSTAND
INGS OF MISSION TO INDIVIDUALS 
AND SOCIETY" 

conditions, schooling, play, pets and need 
for children to work. Cassette and guid
ance. Spanish script and sound track 
included. $15. 

Peru: Hope in the Midst of St ruggle. 
Interprets liberation theology by picturing 
the daily lives of the people, the poverty, 
unemployment problems, and need to 
import food . Based on the personal 
experiences of a study group. Ministry of 
the church is shown. $15. 

Latin America. Set of 20 color slides with 
reading script. $7.50; 5 sets or more $6. 
each. 

Order all resources listed from Service 
Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati , 
Ohio 45237. 
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Subscriptions post marked on or before October 10: 

D One-year subscription to New World Outlook $4.00 (eleven issues); in 
combination with response, $7.00. 

D Three-year subscription special rate $10.00; in combination with 
response, $20.00. 

AFTER OCTOBER 10: 
D One-year subscription to New World Outlook $7.00 (eleven issues) ; in 

combination with response, $13.00. 
D Two-year subscription special rate $13.00; in combination with 

response, $25.00. 

City: 

State , Zip: 

Send with check to: Service Center 7820 Reading Road , Cincinnati , OH 45237 


